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TO THE

RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD,

JOHN,

LORD BISHOP OF LONDON,

AND

ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MAJESTY'S MOST HONOURABLE

PRIVY COUNCIL.

My Lord,

1 HE following Sermons, drawn up and preached under your

Lordship's influence, in defence of that ancient faith which you

have so seasonably and signally supported, have a natural claim

and title to your Lordship's patronage. Their design is to shew,

that we follow not mere human decisions, or words of men, as

hath been slanderously reported, but the infallible word of God ;

to which we appeal from the sentence and determination of any

fallible men whatsoever. Nevertheless, it is great satisfaction to

us to observe, that the Scripture evidences of our doctrine have,

in all ages of the Church, appeared so full and clear, that the

generality of wise and good men could not fail of coming into

them. We think it no discredit, but a great advantage to our

doctrine, that it is ancient and Catholic. If this be all that some

mean, by objecting to us human decisions, we do not only acknow

ledge it, but glory in it. It has been the method of the wisest

and best men, since the date of Christianity, to prefer express

Scripture, or certain consequences from Scripture, before merely

human and philosophical conjectures. Human but well grounded

decisions have served to beat down the pride and vanity of human

and ill grounded conceits : and hence it is that the faith of the

ever blessed Trinity has constantly, and will, I trust, finally pre

vail over all opposition from men, whose strength and confidence

is not in Scripture, but in vain philosophy ; not in the word of
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God, but in 1 know not what dark and blind metaphysics, the

words of men.

I gladly embrace this opportunity of joining in the public

thanks to your Lordship, for the late memorable instance of

your truly primitive and episcopal zeal against the adversaries

of our common faith. The attempt to introduce, by a private

authority, new forms of doxology, in opposition to those now

in use, which are of long standing and great authority in the

Church of Christ, is justly abhorred by all that have the honour

of our blessed Lord and of our common Christianity near at

heart. To ascribe all glory to the Father, in contempt of those

other forms which give glory to all the three Persons, is too

plainly declaring in facts what is disowned in words; and is

laying aside that modesty in practice which is pretended in prin

ciple. It was high time to give a check to such dangerous inno

vations ; and to warn your faithful Clergy against such scandalous

abuses. Present and future generations will be obliged to your

Lordship for your pious cares and wise endeavours in this behalf;

and for so eminent an example of an unshaken firmness in those

principles which alone can make our Church glorious or kingdom

happy. From which should we ever be so infatuated and aban

doned as to start or swerve, (which God forbid,) we should, from

being the purest and most justly celebrated Church in the world,

become the meanest and the most contemptible of any, (if we

could still be called a Church ;) should expose ourselves inevitably

to the just wrath and vengeance of Almighty God, and to the

scorn and derision of all the Churches around us. That these

and the like dangers and mischiefs may be effectually prevented

or turned away from us, is the hearty prayer of,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient

and most humble Servant,

DANIEL WATERLAND.



PREFACE.

THE following Sermons may be looked upon as a Supplement to my

Vindication of Christ's Divinity, before published. I intended them as

such, avoiding repetition of the same things as much as I well could :

or where I could not avoid bringing up again the same arguments, I

have endeavoured to give them some further light or strength ; for

the most part, enlarging upon what had been before but briefly hinted.

I have entirely omitted the argument from worship, because I had

distinctly and fully treated of it under Queries sixteenth and seven

teenth. Some other arguments I have passed over, purely because I

had not room for them. Those which I have taken and considered

appear to me of as great weight as any ; and more than sufficient to

justify our belief in Christ Jesus as a Divine Person, coequal and co-

eternal with God the Father.

In my Vindication, &c. I was chiefly upon the offensive, against the

adversaries of our common faith, demanding of them some clear and

good proof of their pretensions in this momentous controversy ; since

they had hitherto produced nothing considerable enough to move any

wise and good man to forsake that faith which has so long and so

universally obtained, and with such visible marks of a Divine power

accompanying it. They that undertake to alter the fundamental and

universally received articles of the Christian faith, which may be traced

up to the very infancy of Christianity, or as high as any records reach,

ought to be well provided with reasons and arguments to make good

such big pretences : otherwise they do but render their cause ridiculous,

and expose their own vanity. The presumption will always lie (espe

cially in a point of this moment, in which it can hardly be supposed

that God would ever have suffered his Church to be so long, so univer

sally, and so lamentably deceived) on the side of prescription and long

possession : and nothing less than clear and evident demonstration can

have weight sufficient to bear up against it. This therefore is what I

bad reason to insist upon, and what I still demand of our new guides, if

they hope to prevail any thing with considering men. I may further

demand of them to propose some other scheme opposite to the Catholic,

and to clear it at least of all considerable objections. For if it appears that
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there are but three schemes, in the main, Arian, Socinian, and Catholic,

one of which must be true ; and that the two former are utterly repug

nant to, or can neither of them be shewn to be consistent with, the

whole Scripture taken together ; it will follow that the third is the true

one, unless Scripture be inconsistent with itself; which is not to be

supposed. This way of proving our point, though indirect, is notwith

standing just and solid; provided we can make it appear that neither

the Arian nor Socinian (or what is nearly the same, Sabellian) hypo

thesis can tolerably account for several Scripture texts. But I have, in

the following Sermons, chose, for the most part, to proceed more

directly, giving the direct Scripture proofs of what has so long and so

universally prevailed ; that it may be seen that we have a great deal

more than prescription or possession to plead for our principles. They

are founded in the infallible word of God, fixed and riveted in the very

frame and constitution of the Christian religion. If our proofs of this,

merely from Scripture, appear but probable, they are yet more and

better than can be produced, merely from Scripture, for the contrary

persuasion : and if what appears but probably to be taught in Scripture

itself appears certainly to have been taught by the primitive and

Catholic Church ; such probability, so confirmed and strengthened,

carries with it the force of demonstration. Not that I think our

Scripture proofs to be barely probable, though our cause would not

suffer even by that supposition. I think them as clear and as strong

as should be expected or desired in any case of this nature : and I

know not whether the Scripture proofs of the Divinity, even of God

the Father, his eternal, immutable, necessary existence, his omniscience,

omnipresence, and other Divine attributes, might not be eluded and

frustrated by such subtilties and artifices as are used to elude the

Scripture proofs of the Divinity of God the Son.

It must however be allowed, that in all manner of controversy which

depends upon interpretation of dead writings, he that undertakes to

prove a point, or to establish a doctrine, lies under this disadvantage ;

that, as long as there appears any possibility of a different interpretation,

an adversary may still demur, and demand further evidence. Now,

considering the great latitude and ambiguity of words and phrases, in

all languages, (if a man would search into all the senses they are

possibly capable of,) and that even the most full and express words may

be often eluded by having recourse to tropes and figures, or to some

other artificial turn of wit and criticism ; I say, considering this, there

may be always something or other plausibly urged against any thing

almost whatever : but more especially if the point to be proved be of a

sublime, mysterious nature ; then, besides the advantage to be taken of

words, there is further ground of scruple or cavil from the thing itself.
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And here the objector has much the easier part, as it is always

easier to puzzle than to clear any thing ; to darken and perplex, than

to set things in a good light ; to ask questions, than to answer them ;

to start difficulties, than to solve them. In a word, it is easier for the

objector to shew his own ignorance, and perhaps the other's too, than it

is for either of them to he perfectly knowing, and able to extricate a

subject out of all perplexity and doubtfulness. Hence it is that both

Arians and Socinians have, for the most part, been content to object

against the Catholic scheme, having talents very proper for it, but

they seldom undertake to defend and clear their own : or if they do,

they soon see reason to repent it. When the Socinian is to prove that

Christ is a man only, or an Arian that he is a creature, and that Scripture

can bear no other possible interpretation, they come off so indifferently,

and with such manifest marks of disadvantage, that they do but expose

themselves to the pity or derision of their adversaries.

It was proper to observe this, in order to give the common reader a

just idea of the state of the present controversy, and of the method and

management of the controvertists, on either side. The way to judge

rightly, either of it or them, is to compare things carefully together,

and to observe how they perform their several parts ; which are redu

cible to these three : i. To prove and establish their own tenets ; 2. To

disprove those of the adversaries; 3. To object to, or weaken, the

adversary's proofs.

For the purpose : what have the Catholics to produce from Scrip

ture in proof of their principles ? And what has either an Arian or

Socinian to produce in proof of his ? Take their evidences together, set

them fairly one against another, and then judge of them. What have

the Catholics to urge in order to disprove the Arian or Socinian

scheme ? And what again has either Arian or Socinian to plead in

order to confute the Catholic doctrine ? Let these respectively be

balanced one against another, and let the impartial examiner judge

which has the advantage upon the comparison. Lastly, let it he

observed what the Catholics have to say, to weaken the proofs brought

either for the Arian or Socinian hypothesis ; and again, what the Arian

and Socinian has to plead, to invalidate the proofs brought for the

Catholic persuasion. Upon the whole, I may remark, that the most

difficult task of all is to establish a doctrine : the next hardest is to

disprove or confute any tenet ; because that, in some cases, (where one

of the two must be true,) is establishing the contrary : the lowest and

easiest part of all is to object against the adversary's proofs, or to puzzle

a cause among weak readers.

These things being premised, I may now proceed to take notice of

two late pamphlets, wrote by way of Answer to my Vindication of
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Christ's Divinity. The first of them, indeed, is very modestly and

properly called. An Answer to Dr. Waterland's Queries, otherwise,

Modest Plea &c. Continued, by an anonymous hand. I was surprised

at it, because the Queries had received an answer long ago ; and the

world expected an answer to my Defence, not a new answer to the

Queries. I will not say that the author was in hopes the common

reader might not distinguish between an Answer to the Queries and an

Answer to the Defence, but might be indifferently content with either ;

nor that he thought he might the more easily triumph over the Queries,

after he had exposed them again naked and stripped of their guards

and fences : I am unwilling to believe an author of any name or cha

racter, (as this seems to be,) could have any such low aims and little

views as those mentioned. But I must observe, that the author, in his

performance, is religiously observant of his title : for he brings up fre

quently the very same pretences which I had fully, largely, and dis

tinctly answered in my Defence, without taking the least notice of

what I had said : for his intent was not to answer my Defence, it seems,

but my Queries. Whether this be a proper method to clear a dispute,

and to do justice to common readers, I leave to any man to judge.

But I am promised, in an advertisement at the end, a large and par

ticular answer to my Defence, &c. which I shall wait for with great

impatience, being desirous of nothing more than to see this controversy

fairly and thoroughly discussed on both sides. In the meanwhile, I

shall content myself with a few remarks upon this late Answer to my

Queries, not thinking myself obliged to go so far out of my way, as to

draw up any more particular reply to a nameless writer, and one who

does not appear to have any desire or design to have the point dis

tinctly debated and cleared ; but only to throw a mist before the

readers, and to fence off all fair trial or examination.

I. I must observe, that the author does not offer any particular

scheme, for fear, I suppose, of being called upon to defend it. Yet if

he at all knows what he is doing, or what he is aiming at, it is the

Arian scheme or none he has taken up with. There are but three

possible suppositions of God the Son, considered as a real distinct

Person. Either he is a man only, which to say is Sodnianism ; or he

is more than man, but yet a precarious dependent being, depending as

much on the will of the Father as any creature whatever, and conse

quently a creature; which to say is Arianism, and the whole of

Arianism, however variously expressed or differently disguised : the

third supposition is, that the Son is necessarily existing, uncreated, and

properly Divine, which is the Catholic doctrine.

Now this writer is evidently no Socinian nor Sabellian ; and from the

whole tenor of his performance it is plain he is no Catholic, in the



PREFACE.

sense before given : it remains only that he is either an Arian, or else

hangs between two, floating and fluctuating between Catholic and

Arian ; which is the most favourable opinion that can be conceived

of him.

2. As this writer pretends not to maintain any particular scheme

opposite to the Catholic doctrine, so it may be observed, that he con

stantly avoids coming to the pinch of the question between Catholics

and Arians. He never so much as attempts any the least proof of God

the Son's being a creature ; never undertakes to justify creature worship;

never endeavours to clear the Arian scheme of the difficulties which I

had charged it with in several places of my Defence, vol. i. and par

ticularly in p. 556. where I summed up the principal of them under

five heads. He is so far from this, that he commonly turns opponent,

though he had undertaken the part of respondent; and by his deep

silence, in respect of the most considerable difficulties, seems tacitly to

allow that they are not capable of any just and solid answer. I had

asked only a plain question, that I might come to the point in hand,

" whether the same characteristics, especially such eminent ones, can

" reasonably be understood of two distinct beings, and of one infinite

" and independent ; the other dependent and finite ?" Qu. 6. This

gentleman desires to be excused from saying one word of dependent

or independent ; and calls it an invidious insinuation, to mention a

syllable of finite and infinite, p. 13. This was coming to the question,

and therefore the point was not to be touched. He runs off, and talks,

somewhat confusedly, about some prime, greatest, incommunicable perfec

tion, {objecting only, when it was his business to respond,) not telling me

whether he means it of necessarily existing, or only of unbegolten. If

he means it of the former, making necessary existence and self-existence

the same thing, then I shall tell him, that he has no manner of ground

for supposing that that perfection is not common both to Father and

Son : and if that be also Dr. Clarke's notion of self-existence, I shall

then observe, that the Doctor's propositions (particularly his 5th, 1 2th,

14th, 19th, 23rd,) are not so innocent as this writer would represent

them, but are unscriptural, false, and dangerous. If he means it of

unbegntten, I shall leave him to prove, at leisure, what real perfection,

beyond a relation of order, or mode of existence, is contained in it.

In the mean while, what becomes of the Query, which demanded a clear

and determinate answer, whether the Son be finite or infinite, whether

his existence be precarious, or independent on the will of any ? A direct

answer to this would soon have let our readers into the main debate, to

be tried by Scripture, reason, and antiquity. I give this instance only

for a specimen of the author's manner of evading and shifting, whenever

he comes to the pinch of the question : the reader will observe many
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more such, in the perusal of the whole pamphlet. It is very plain

then, that this writer never means to give us an opportunity of confut

ing his principles, if they happen to be contrary to ours ; because he

cares not to own them, however invited or provoked to it. The most

that he aims at is the safest, lowest, meanest part of a disputant, who

happens to have a cause which he dares not confide in ; and that is, to

object, cavil, and find fault with something which he likes not, without

ever so much as offering any thing better in its stead, or submitting what

he has to propose to the examination and judgment of the learned.

3. It is worth observing what this writer says to the two main points

in debate between the Catholics and the Arians, viz. the consubstantiality

and eternity of God the Son. He speaks indeed of Dr. Clarke ; but I

suppose he, at the same time, gives us to understand what his own

sentiments are. " There is nothing in any of the Doctor's assertions,

" but what holds equally true upon all (the possible) hypotheses con-

" cerning either the metaphysical substance or eternity of the Son," p. 29.

" All his propositions are equally true and certain both from reason

" and Scripture, whatever the substance, and how unlimited soever the

" duration of the Son be," p. 67. See also p. 23, 24, 27, 28, 43, 5 1.

It is some satisfaction to us, that, as this gentleman pretends not to

hold any scheme of his own, so neither does he attempt to confute ours.

All that we insist on and contend for may be true and right, for any

thing he has to say to the contrary ; which is very obliging, especially

considering that he speaks both for Dr. Clarke and himself. For

though we have no reason to apprehend any thing from the Doctor's

arguments, yet his very name and character may do our cause harm,

among many, if it be thought that he has declared plainly against us.

This writer charges me with " palpable and direct calumny," p. 28, for

saying that Dr. Clarke every where denies the consubstantiality. Softer

words might have done as well, in one that professes " not to render

" evil for evil, nor railing for railing." I had certainly no intention

to calumniate the Doctor ; I gave my reasons for what I said, which

have not been answered ; I did not lay any thing to his charge more

than what the Country Clergyman, and Mr. Emlyn, and several others,

who are thought the Doctor's friends, believed of him as well as I.

I will not say what may be pleaded to make good the charge, from

the Doctor's own books, from the whole drift and tenor of them, besides

many particular passages, and what from this very piece wrote in his

defence ; nor how unaccountable his whole conduct relating to this

controversy is on any other supposition ; nor how needless it is to

prove what hardly friend or foe makes any doubt of. Let it be so,

that the Doctor has neither directly nor by necessary consequence

denied either the consubstantiality or eternity. I am more willing to
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have it thought that the charge is false and groundless, than this author

imagines ; and gladly take this opportunity of acquainting the world

that the Doctor has less to say against the received doctrine than was

once believed of him. I am always very averse to representing any

man worse than he really is, especially such a man as Dr. Clarke, who

may be a credit to our cause, as soon as it appears that he does not

really differ from us.

I am very unwilling that any man of sense and learning should be

thought an Arian, (Arians generally have been men of a different cha

racter ;) and if it can be made appear either that the Doctor never was

such, or has ceased to be such, upon further views, (his own good

sense leading him at length out of it,) I shall very heartily rejoice at it,

and acknowledge my mistakes or misrepresentations with infinitely

greater pleasure than I could ever be supposed to make them. If the

Doctor has really denied no consubstantiality that either the Ante-

Nicene Fathers or the Council of Nice intended, (as this author says

he has not, p. 47, a8.) I am very glad of it, and desire no more than

that the Doctor do sincerely acknowledge the same, and abide by it :

and I hope that those who pretend to have the Doctor's authority to

countenance them in their opposition to the received doctrine, (the same

which the Ante-Nicene Fathers and Council of Nice taught,) will

take special notice of it. What is it then that the Doctor and we differ

about ? This author will tell us : the Doctor's " three hundred texts

" were brought to prove a subordination, not in mere position or order

" of words," &c. p. 40. " The Son must be subordinate to the Father

" in real order 0/ nature and dignity, and not in mere position 0/ words,"

p. 29. " The subordination of the Son is not a subordination merely

" nominal, consisting (according to Dr. Waterland) in mere position or

" order ofwords but it is a real subordination of the Son to the Father,

" in point of authority and dominion over the universe. This is the

" main, the true and only point," &c. p. 57,58. Let us see then, if

this main, this true and only point can be any way adjusted between us :

for we are very desirous to have the learned Doctor on our side, as

nearly as possible ; or if he must be against us at last, the less the

better, both for him and us. Perhaps the Doctor is with us m the

main, only has happened unfortunately to mistake our principles ;

which is a very usual thing with disputants in most controversies.

If he has the same notion which this author has that Dr. Waterland

makes the subordination to consist in " a mere position or order of

" words,'' it is a mistake indeed ; and I cannot but wonder at his pecu

liar fancy. I always intended, always spoke of a real subordination :

but then I considered the strict force and propriety of the word subor

dination, implying a difference of order only, while the nature is supposed
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equal. We do not say that things of a lower kind are subordinate, but

inferior, to those of an higher. Brutes are not subordinate, but inferior

to man ; and creatures are not (in strict propriety) subordinate, but

inferior to God. I allow all that is really, truly, and strictly subor

dination ; excepting against nothing but inferiority, (which is more

than subordination,) and division of substance, such as is between two

human persons acting subordinately one to the other. But of this

matter I had declared my mind fully and distinctly in my Defence,

vol. i. p. 442, and therefore wonder the more, how I came to be so

strangely misunderstood by this writer. If the Doctor will be contented

with a real subordination, (admitting no inferiority, no inequality of

nature,) he and I need not differ. But if he carries the point one tittle

further, I desire to know what sense or meaning he can possibly have

in it, without making the Son of God a creature : which if he does, I

hope I shall no longer be charged with calumny ; and that the Doctor

will think himself obliged, not to say, or to insinuate it only, but to

prove it (if possible) from Scripture, reason, or antiquity. There will

be no occasion to stand upon any nicety of expression. We shall

apprehend his meaning, if he pleases only to say plainly, that the Son

is not necessarily existing ; which may be a softer way of saying, that

he is a precarious being ; which is another phrase for creature. The

Modest Pleader, indeed, has spoke outa; and a certain gentleman that

calls himself a seeker after truth, and pretends to be in Dr. Clarke's

interest, says, in the name of the whole party, that they are not back

ward to express their denial of Christ's necessary existence; but that

they avowedly maintain, with the most ancient Fathers, (that is, so far

as he knows any thing of the Fathers,) that the Son is not necessarily

existing*. Had Dr. Clarke not been backward in saying this, or had he

avowedly and plainly maintained it, it would have saved us some trouble :

and I must then have insisted upon it, from that single consideration,

that every tittle of what I charged him with was just and undeniable.

He does indeed drop something very like it, (Reply, p. 230, 231.) but

if that be really his meaning, (which however I charge him not with,)

and if his propositions are to be interpreted accordingly ; this author

does very ill in pretending, that I have not attempted to refute the

Doctor's principal propositions, when my whole book is directly

levelled against that very tenet ; and is (if I do not too much flatter

myself) a full confutation of the Doctor's principal propositions, sup

posing he meant necessarily existent by self-existent. I was once of

opinion (but let it pass for conjecture only) that the Doctor, having a

mind to introduce the Arian heresy, thought to do it obliquely ; not by

calling the Son a creature, which is gross, but by denying his necessary

» Modest Plea, Sec. p. 17, 117. b Second Letter to Dr. Mangey, p. ■27.
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existence*, which comes to the same thing : and yet this was to be done

covertly, under the name of self-existence ; a word with two faces, one

to oblige friends, the other to keep off adversaries. But this may be

my fancy only. One thing however I must observe, that if the Doctor

has any design against the necessary existence of the Son, he has not

so much as one single text of Scripture to help him in it. He must

be obliged to the Fathers, (whose verdict nevertheless he will not stand

to,) even for so much as a colour to his pretences ; as appears by his

seventeenth proposition, which stands only on the authority of Fathers;

though it is the most to his purpose of any that he has, and seems to

come the nearest to the point in question. It will not be difficult to

disable him from doing any thing with the Fathers : I have, in a great

measure, obviated his pretences that way in my Defence of Query the

eighth. It will be easy to shew, that none of the Fathers looked upon

God the Son as a precarious being, but asserted his necessary existence.

This is certain and manifest even of those very Fathers who speak of

a voluntary generation. We are not indeed to expect the word neces

sary existence, (a school term, and none of the most proper,) but the

thing we shall find, in other words, fully and clearly asserted. This

writer tells me (p. 15.) that I have not been able to produce one single

passage out of any one Ante-Nicene Father, wherein the Son is affirmed

to have emaned, or been emitted by necessity of nature. He might have

said likewise, that I could not produce any one Post-Nicene Father

affirming the Son to have emaned, or been emitted by necessity of

nature : that is, they never express it in those terms. 'Avdyicn in the

Greek, and necessitas in the Latin, had not the same sense which the

word necessity bears, when we say that God exists by necessity of nature.

It shews but small acquaintance with ecclesiastical language, for Dr.

Clarke to understand by avdyicn cpvaixfj, and <piaea>s avdyicn, (Script.

Doctr. p. 232, 253.) the same that we understand by necessity of

nature. The Fathers understood by it outward coaction, force, or com

pulsion ; and what we express by necessity of nature, they expressed by

the word nature : e. g. God is by nature good, he exists, or is God, by

nature, (cpvcra, or «rra tpwrtv,) generates a Son by nature, and so on,

in opposition to necessity, which (in their sense) could not be ascribed

to God at alld. Such as denied the Son's existing by necessity of nature,

c This very artifice was made use of by alrrbv flvai, tiovAnoiv wpo$a\\6itfvoi, &c.

the ancient Arians, who being ashamed to Athanas. Orat. iii. p. 610.

call the Son a creature, contrived to say * Vid. Athan. p. 61 1. Ambros. de Fid.

the same thing, in other words, by deny- lib. iv. cap. 9. p. 540. Damasc. de Fid. Or-

lng his necessary existence, ritSj ov M- thod. lib. iii. cap. 14. p. 221. Hilar.de Syn-
KrvTcu Toirrwv i) ro\vitJ<f>a\os ■wayovpyla; od. p. 1 184. Basil. contr. Enn. ii. p. 56, 57.

tri Karai<rx<iy9ftiTt j M t$ \eytn> noin/ia Cyrill. Thesaur. p. 53. August, de Trin.

col miffita, koI o6k $v *ply ytvrifiy i toS lib. xv. p. 993. Epiph. Ancorat. n. 51.

8w6 AdymSj iWvs wdte* nrlcrua \4yovtrtv See some other references in Petavius
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would, for the same reason, have denied likewise that God exists by

necessity of nature. Necessary generation, (as we call it,) they expressed

generally by Christ's being God by nature, or a Son by nature. Upon

the whole, we may leave the Doctor either to give up the Fathers, or

to abide by their authority, just as he pleases. If he gives them up,

he has not one text of Scripture for his main position, (supposing it

his, that the Son is not necessarily existent: if he abides by the author

ity of the Fathers, they are, when rightly understood, plainly against

him, (as may be easily made appear,) and can do him no service. But

I return to the writer of the pamphlet.

4. He is pleased, in his Preface, to condemn the method which I

have taken in this controversy. But, I suppose, little regard is to be

had to the judgment of an adversary, who will be apt to condemn such

a method as he was most afraid of, and commend such as might be

most advantageous to his own cause. The method which he has

chalked out for me is as follows. Either,

1 . "To shew that Dr. Clarke had mistaken or misinterpreted all, or

" at least the principal texts of Scripture which he has cited." Or,

3. " To examine the truth of all, or the principal of his propositions."

I have, in effect, done this, though in my own method. But,

however, the gentleman should consider, that many of the Doctor's

comments and propositions are purely wide and foreign to the dispute ;

excepting only that the more pernicious an error is, so much the more

necessary is it to mix a great deal of truth with it, to make it go down

with the readers. Many more of the Doctor's comments and propo

sitions are general or ambiguous, looking two ways ; having properly

no one meaning, because no determinate meaning. Such being the

case, I took the short and plain way, which is always the best when a

man has a cause he can confide in : and that was, to cut off im

pertinences, and to come to the main question, laying all the stress

there. Whatever I met with, in the Doctor's books, that appeared to

make the Son of God a creature, or a precarious being, or not neces

sarily existing, (for these are all the same, without any difference, more

than lies in the syllables,) I endeavoured to confute ; and I hope I

have done it. The learned Doctor may now open himself ; or he may

let it alone if he pleases : it matters not what his tenets are, provided

the true Catholic tenets be preserved and maintained. If he had any

ill meaning in his comments or propositions, I have used my best en

deavours to prevent any ill effects it might have among some readers :

de Trin. lib. vi. cap. 8. p. 343. As to of them supposed bis existence to be neces-

Ante-Nicene Fathers, if some of them sary, (as we call it,) and expressed it in

supposed the generation, or irpoiAtvait, of such terms as they expressed the necessary

the Son to be properly voluntary, yet all existence of the Father by.
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if he had not, I am very glad of it, and have done no more than

explained his doctrine for him to an orthodox sense ; which he ought

himself to have done long ago, if he really had no design against the

Catholic received doctrine of the ever blessed Trinity. But enough

of this.

I must here take notice of this gentleman's doctrine about worship ;

though it be rather obscurely intimated, than plainly expressed : the

innuendo way of writing, as I take it, is the art of imposing upon the

vulgar, at the same time preventing, as much as possible, the examina

tion of the learned. All worship, he says, should "be to the glory of

" God the Father," (p. 57.) Who doubts it ? I hope the worship of the

Son is to the " glory of God the Father :" why then does this writer

find fault ? or what is it he has a mind to say, and is afraid to speak

out, "to the glory of God the Father?" Has he some secret and

reserved meaning ? So it seems, or else it will be very hard to make

out the pertinency or consistency of his observations. He directs us

(p. 64.) "to worship uniformly the one God, the Father Almighty, even

" our Father which is in heaven, through the intercession of his only

" Son our Lord Jesus Christ, in the mar.aer the Scripture directs."

Do not all Churches, and our own in particular, do it uniformly and in

the manner the Scripture directs ? What is it then that the writer aims

at ? I could perhaps point out what it is that offends him. Is it not

either that direct worship is paid to the Son at all ; or that the Son is

worshipped as God? But sure the author is not so rash or inconsiderate,

as to advise us to any such dangerous innovation in worship, either to

leave out the Son entirely, or not to worship him as God. What could

a professed Eunomian or the rankest Socinian desire more ? Can Dr.

Clarke, (for, I suppose, he speaks for the Doctor and himself too,)

can Dr. Clarke desire this ? He that has not yet determined either

against the consubstantiality or eternity of God the Son : he that has

only a few scruples about subordination, (owing to his mistake of

Catholic principles, and his not attending to strict propriety of lan

guage,) hardly in the main differing from us, if this writer's pretences

be real and sincere ; would he have us ungod the Son in our practice,

even before we see reason to alter our principles ? or must we strike

Christ's Divinity out of our public service, before we do it out of our

articles of faith ? It will be time enough for the Doctor to give this

advice, after he has declared plainly against the eternity and consub

stantiality of the Son ; after he has not only declared against them, but

disproved them, which he can never do ; after he has made it as clear

as the sun, that the Christian world have been in an error, have been

idolaters, from the beginning downwards to this day. It is poor

pretence to say that we are " not to build any practices, wherein the
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'* worship of God is immediately concerned, upon metaphysical specu-

" lations, not mentioned in Scripture," p. 64. The Divinity of Christ

is a Scripture truth, as much as the Divinity of the Father; and one is

no more a metaphysical speculation than the other. Besides that it is

strangely improper and absurd to call these principles pure speculations,

which are of so great importance for the regulating our worship, that

we can neither omit to worship Christ, if they are true, without the

greatest impiety; nor perform it, if they are false, without being guilty

of idolatry. In short, there is no sense in what this writer here savs,

but upon the supposition that Christ is really a creature ; and that the

dispute only were whether a creature might, in any forced improper

sense, be said to be eternal, or consubslantial ; which indeed would be

both a fruitless and an impertinent speculation, after giving up the

whole point in debate. But it is further pretended (p. 65.), that we

" should confine ourselves to the clear and uncontroverted expressions

" of Scripture concerning them (the Son and Holy Spirit) and the

" honour due unto them ; and this is undoubtedly, upon all possible

" hypotheses, right and sufficient in practice." But let this writer tell

us, whether, in his opinion, every thing controverted is to be set aside,

or only what is justly controverted. The former would come properly

enough from a Deist, who will make Scripture itself a controverted

point ; and an Atheist would still go further. Let this gentleman shew

that the Divinity, or direct worship of Christ is justly controverted : till

he has done this, he has said nothing. It is ridiculous to tell us, (if

that be his meaning,) that to worship the Father only, leaving out the

Son and Holy Ghost, is sufficient, " upon all possible hypotheses ;"

when upon the hypothesis that all the three Persons are one God,

(which is something more than an hypothesis,) no one of the Persons

can be entirely omitted without manifest iniquity and impiety. It is in

vain to think of any expedients in this affair, while our doctrine stands

unconfuted. There is no room left so much as for a neutrality, in the

present case. For I will be bold to say, and bound to make it good,

that, all circumstances considered, there can be no reasons sufficient to

make a man neuter in this point, but what would be sufficient to deter

mine him on the opposite side.

I shall here take leave of this writer, having occasionally remarked

upon some passages of his, by way of note to my Sermons ; and

designing, God willing, to consider every thing material (if I have here

omitted any thing) hereafter ; when I am favoured with a large and

particular answer to my Defence of some Queries.

There is another writer who, in a sixpenny pamphlet, has drawn his

pen against me. It is entitled, The Unity of God not inconsistent with

the Divinity of Christ: (nominal Divinity he means:) being Remarks
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on the Passages in Dr. Waterland's Vindication &c. relating to the

Unity of God, and to the Object of Worship.

The author is a grave, sober writer j and ingenuously speaks his

mind, without any doublings or disguises. It is a satisfaction to any

man, who has no concern for any thing but truth, to have such an

adversary to deal with ; for then it is soon seen what we have to do.

Much time, much trouble, much wrangling is saved : we presently enter

into the merits of the cause, for the ease and benefit of the reader.

This writer takes the Arian hypothesis : for he supposes the Son to have

been a distinct Spirit (p. 7.) ; to have been God's instrument in the

creation (p. 26.) ; not to be true God (p. 34.) ; to have been ignorant

of the day of judgment, considered in his highest capacity, r. e. as the

second Person of the Trinity (p. 8.) Having seen his drift and design,

let us next examine his performance. He does not undertake to shew

that the received doctrine cannot be true ; or that his own (f. e. the

Arian) must be true ; one of which I might reasonably have expected of

him, since he pretends to have drawn up an answer to the main parts of

my Vindication &c. But he is content to shew (so far as he is able)

that his doctrine may be true, notwithstanding one or two arguments

which I have made use of against it. In a word, he undertakes to

prove that some of my arguments against Arianism are not conclusive.

With what success, I come now to shew ; after taking notice to the

reader, that, supposing he had really done what he intended, it does

not follow that the Arian doctrine must be true, nor that there are not

arguments enough to prove it cannot be true ; but only that I have used

an argument or two, which alone are not sufficient for my purpose.

One considerable objection against the Arian scheme is, that it stands

in opposition to thefirst and great commandment ; introducing two Gods,

and two objects of worship ; not only against Scripture, but also against

the unanimous sense of the Christian Church from the beginning, and

of the Jewish Church before ; which together are the safest and best

comment we can have upon Scripture. This is one considerable

objection, among many, against Arianism ; and is what this writer has

undertook to answer. He applies himself particularly to the English

and unlearned reader, (p. 4.) whom he hopes to satisfy ; the rather, I

suppose, because the argument is learned, and must lose much of its

force and strength on our side, when stripped of its additional advan

tages from history and antiquity : besides that the unlearned reader (espe

cially in this controversy) may be easily imposed upon by Kttle turns and

fallacies ; such as have been tried, and examined, and despised, long

ago, by those that have been thoroughly read and conversant in these

matters. But to proceed to what I design, by way of remark upon

WATERLAND, VOL. U. C
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this writer and his performance : the sum of what he pretends to is

contained in the following particulars :

1. That we have no sufficient grounds for charging the Arian doc

trine with the belief or worship of two Gods.

2. Nor for our own doctrine that Father and Son are one God.

3 . That we have no certain warrant for appropriating every kind and

degree of religious worship to God alone.

4. That mediatorial worship may be due to Christ, though not true

God, or supreme God.

5. That Dr. Waterland has, in effect, given up the main of what the

Arians contend for.

These several particulars (containing his sense, though, for brevity

and perspicuity, expressed in my own words) must be examined in their

order.

1 . He pretends, first, that we have no sufficient grounds for charging

the Arian doctrine with the belief or worship of two Gods. He has a

particular fancy of his own, that the phrase two Gods signifies two

supreme independent Gods, p. 32. And that a supreme God and a sub-

ordinate God are not two Gods, p. 34. I shall, first, examine his reasons

for this ; and, next, endeavour to convince him that it is neither true

in itself, nor would answer his purpose, if it really were true.

He observes, from Matt vi. 34. that two masters do not there mean

a supreme and a subordinate master, but two coordinate or independent

masters, p. 32. He could not have pitched upon an instance less to

his purpose. It may appear somewhat harsh to put God and mammon

so much upon the level, as to suppose them two coordinate or inde

pendent masters : but, waving that, it is very plain that the text is

meant of two opposite or disagreeing masters, whether coordinate or

subordinate. If two coordinate masters agreed perfectly together, it

would be as easy to serve both as one. If this text be any rule for the

common way of speaking, two coordinate or independent masters (pro

vided they were but wise enough and good enough to agree constantly

in every thing) could not be justly called two masters. The Trinitarian

Tritheists, if there be any such, will, I suppose, be very thankful to

our author for this discovery. Upon the hardest supposition that can

be made, the doctrine of the Trinity, upon these principles, will stand

perfectly clear of Tritheism : so that if the author has any way served

his own cause, he has at the same time been extremely kind to his ad

versaries. But what hinders this text from being at all serviceable

either to one or the other is, that the expression here, in St. Matthew,

is somewhat particular and unusual ; and can by no means be made

a rule of speech, against the more general and current use of language.
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This writer endeavours, next, to find some instances of a sovereign

and a subordinate king, which together were not, or are not, two kings.

He instances in David and Solomon ; who were not, that I know of,

each of them a king at the same time. He proceeds farther to the in

stance of Pharaoh and Joseph ; that is, of a king and no king : and he

instances in a king of Great Britain and a lord lieutenant of Ireland ;

that is, again, a king and no king : so hard a matter is it any where to

meet with two that are kings, and yet are not two kings.

He observes, next, that " one Saviour, one Master, one Potentate,

" one Father, one Lord, one Shepherd, &c. signify one supreme Saviour,

" Potentate, Master, &c. and so two Gods must necessarily signify two

" supreme Gods," p. 33. But, for any thing he knows, " one Saviour,

" one Master, one Potentate, &c." may as well signify one heavenly, or

one adorable, or one necessarily existent Saviour, Master, Potentate, &c.

one, in some distinguishing, emphatical sense, whatever it be ; yet not

excluding what essentially belongs to that one. Our blessed Lord is one

Lord, (iCor.viii.6.) and yet I hardly believe our author will construe it

one supreme Lord, or one Lord in the highest sense. He is also our

Saviour, emphatically and eminently so styled ; yet this writer will not

from thence conclude that he is supreme Saviour, and all others (suppose

the Father himself) subordinate to him. This author therefore has

taken a very uncertain and fallible rule for the interpreting of emphatical

appellations. Besides that if one God signifies one supreme God ; then,

since all but the supreme God are excluded from being Gods, in any

religious sense, the consequence is, that an inferior God is no God; not

that a supreme and an inferior God (were they really each of them a

God) are not two Gods. This gentleman then, we see, is very far from

proving his point. We may, in the next place, consider, whether it be

not capable of a clear confutation.

I had before argued that one God and another God make two Gods, or

else one of them is no God, contrary to the supposition : which reason

ing is so plain and strong, that I thought it might be trusted with the

meanest reader. But this serious gentleman (I know not why, except it

be that he is not used to consider this controversy) suspects it all to be

banter, p. 36. I will offer one argument more, which perhaps may take

with him. The Pagans, though they professed generally (as is well

known to the learned) one only supreme God, looking upon all the rest

as subordinate ministers of the one supreme, yet stand charged with Poly

theism by the Jews, by the ancient Christians, by the common consent

of mankind. Thus Jupiter and Mercury (though one was supposed a

subordinate minister of the other) were, by the Lycaonians, spoken of in

the plural number as gods; that is, two gods, Acts xiv. 11,12. And this

c %
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has been the common way of speaking in all writers I have met with,

sacred or profane, ancient or modern.

But what if the customary usage of language had been otherwise ?

does this writer imagine that the dispute is only about a name ? If the

changing of a name would set all right, I do not know any man of sense

that would contend about such a trifle. To extricate this matter, Poly

theism may be considered either in a stricter or a larger sense : it may

either signify the belief of more Gods than one, in the proper sense of

necessarily existing, supreme, &c. (in which sense there have been few,

very few Polytheists ; the Pagans themselves, generally, were not Poly-

theists in this sense ;) or it may signify the receiving more Gods than

one, in respect of religious worship, whatever opinion of those Gods

they may otherwise have. It is this kind of Polytheism which the first

commandment has chiefly respect to : and it is the same that Pagans,

Arians, and Socinians, stand justly charged with. Should any man

alter the name, the thing would be the same still. For suppose we

should not call it Polytheism, it would not appear at all the better

under the name of idolatry ; which it really is, as well as Polytheism.

I must observe farther, that though the Arians or Socinians, or other

such Polytheists, do not believe in two supreme Gods, and so, in that

respect, are not speculative Tritheists, or Ditheists; yet by paying wor

ship, religious worship, (the incommunicable honour due to the supreme

God only,) to two Gods, they do by construction and implication, though

not in intention, make luo supreme Gods; and consequently are practical

Ditheists, at least, even in the highest and strictest sense of Ditheism.—

Thus much may suffice for the first particular. This author has not

cleared the Arian doctrine from the charge of receiving two Gods : nor,

if he had, would bis cause be at all the better by changing the name

from Polytheism, or Ditheism, to that of idolatry. Not to mention that,

upon his principles, it is the easiest thing in the world for the Catholics,

admitting a subordination of order, to get perfectly clear of Tritheism,

which is the grand objection e : besides that, in his way of explaining

the exclusive terms, the Catholics will easily answer every text he can

bring to prove the Father only to be the true God: for it is only saying

that he is so emphatically, or unoriginately , and the Son may be true God

and necessarily existing notwithstanding : so that if this writer has at all

weakened one of our arguments against the Arians, he has, at the same

* Just and wise is the reflection of a \oyurituv ko2 Bt6rrfra, atl Si rapdfum

judicious Father on this head, in the Stints, ml tl i \6yos iia6ivn<rt, Kftiaao*

following words : Mfrt tS rjjt rpiBttas Kafitty h> tois Koyuriioh utrh rij$ iSiiylas

tytcKyna alffxvvOijs, <o»f tw Kcd &\\os kiv- rov trvevfiaros, fl wpo<rx«fp*>* curey9ij(rcu,Tj)v

tvvtinp tJ)k StBttay. t) yip ovvtXvm, fi parr&rqv SuinovTa. Greg. Nasianz. Oral.

guyrfwipT]aas, 1) 6 fiiv iyavd-ptcrc p.trh riv xxiii. p. 422.
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time, very kindly cut the sinews of all, or however of the most con

siderable arguments of the Arians against us ; and so has really disserved

his own cause, more than he has served it.

i . The second particular which I propose to examine is, his pretence

that " we have not sufficient grounds to conclude that Father and Son

" are one God." He does not undertake to examine or confute all we -

have to urge upon that head : but so much only as we urge by way

of proof of Christ's Divinity. We are used to plead thus : the Father

is God, and the Son God, and yet God is one : there/ore Father and Son

are one God. This is the argument (though rather too briefly expressed)

which he labours to confute for many pages together. We are now to

see how he has performed.

He observes that God is the only Saviour, Othniel also a Saviour ;

and yet God and Othniel are not one Saviour, p. 1 7. Again, God only

is holy, a Bishop must be holy ; and yet God and a Bishop are not one

holy being, p. 19. God only is Master, some men are masters, and yet

God and an earthly master are not one master. These things he delivers

seriously, without the least air of banter ; and goes on, in the simplicity

of his heart, with the like instances to the number of twenty-eight, as he

observes, p. 30. I am very willing to take his word without counting

them ; nay, and to add two or three more to the number. For God is one,

and Moses was God; and yet God and Moses were not one God. God

is one, and the Devil is God, (2 Cor. iv. 4.) and yet God and the Devil

are not one being. Angels are gods, and magistrates gods ; and yet God

with his angels, or with magistrates, does not make one being. This is

so plain, that even the Trinitarians (blind as they are thought) both see

and confess it : which had the author considered, he might have saved

himself some trouble, and as much waste of time. The short of the case

is this : Though there be gods many, and lords many, yet there is but

one God and Lord to be honoured with religious worship : now Christ

is God and Lord, in such a sense as to be honoured with religious

worship ; therefore Christ is the one God. The premises I have proved

in my Defence, vol. i. Qu. 16, 17. The conclusion makes itself. This

is the Catholic argument, which I leave the gentleman once more to

exercise his thoughts upon ; desiring him, particularly, to answer my

reasons against any inferior or subordinate, but adorable Gods. I easily

perceive now, why he did not understand a plain question which I asked ;

Where did the Scripture give any intimation of two true Gods ? See what

he says to it, p. 34. I know but one God that is to be worshipped ;

' N.B. Every argument which proves God inferred afterwards. The argument

Christ to be God in the strict sense, from worship proceeds differently, prov-

proTes him to be the one God, since God ing Christ to be God in the strict tense,

is one. Bat in that way Christ's Divinity because he is the one true adorable

if presupposed ; and his being the one God.
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that one God is the true God; more adorable Gods than one are, by-

necessary construction and implication, more true Gods.

3. The third particular which this writer insists upon (in sense, I

mean, not in terms) is, that we have no sufficient warrant for appro

priating all kinds and degrees of religious or divine worship to the true

God only. Here indeed lies the very pinch of the argument. For if

all religious worship be not appropriate to the one true God, the Arians

(so far as I apprehend) are not justly chargeable with idolatry or Poly

theism for worshipping a creature; neither is our argument from

worship alone sufficient to prove that Father and Son are one God. I

have (in my Defence, vol. i. Qu. 16.) shewn at large, that all acts of

religious worship are, in Scripture, appropriated to the one true God,

in opposition to creature-worship. I have to Scripture added the con

curring sentiments of the primitive Christians. I might have added

the sentiments likewise of the ancient and later Jews to the same

purpose ; which, however, the reader may find collected in Dr. Cud-

worths. This argument has been learnedly and accurately handled

by many great men (particularly by Bp. Stillingfleet) against the

Papists. As the point is of great concernment, so the evidence appears

every way answerable to it. Greater or stronger proofs cannot be

expected, or reasonably desired, in a thing of this nature, than express

Scripture, confirmed by the concurring sentiments both of the Jews

before Christianity, and the Christian Church from the beginning ;

not to mention what may be farther pleaded from the nature and

reason of the thing itself. This writer, on the other hand, has little

or nothing of weight to oppose to such a cloud of witnesses. He does

indeed give us his own sentiments, or rather wishes : for if you ask for

proof, he has none. He first falls to conjecture (p. 39.), how he thinks

this matter of worship might stand : that is, supposing he had had the

direction of an affair, which an all-wise God has took into his own

hands. He tells us how it might be reasonable (that is, supposing

he is wise enough to dictate to God) to ask pardon of Christ, or any

other blessings, and to thank him for them upon his hypothesis, i. e.

supposing Christ to be no more than a creature. All this is only

guessing, presumptuous guessing. P. 5 a. he lays down his whole

doctrine concerning worship in these three particulars : 1 . That all our

worship terminate upon the one supreme God. a. That it be not

offered to other Gods ; any farther than our worshipping of them is

really a worshipping of Aim, as redounding to his glory. 3. That it be

not offered to other Gods, (that is his sense,) any farther than the

supreme God has commanded.

I. As to the first rule, it is groundless and insignificant. Groundless,

' Cudworth, Intellect, Syrt. p. 465, &c.
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because he can produce no Scripture proof of it. We can easily shew

that God alone is to be worshipped : where is it said that all worship,

whether offered to God or creatures, must terminate upon God ? He

pleads (p. 51.) that the priests serve the tabernacle, (Heb. xiii. 10.)

which service of theirs terminated upon God. But let him shew that

serving there bears such a sense, as when we are said to serve God ; or

that the priests worshipped the tabernacle ; and then the instance may

appear more to the purpose. He pleads farther, that though we are

to serve God only, yet we are allowed to serve others also, p. 51.

Therefore, I suppose, though we are to worship God only, yet we may

be allowed to worship others also. But when we are ordered to serve

God only, religious service, not every kind of service, is intended ; which

religious service is not to be paid to creatures, Rom. i. 25. not to those

that " by nature are no Gods," Gal. iv. 8. Having shewn then that

this first rule of our author's is groundless, I must next observe that it

is trifling and insignificant. The very Papists and Pagans, in their

grossest idolatry or image-worship, keep up to this rule. They terminate,

at least intentionally, all their worship upon the one supreme God.

2. This gentleman's second rule for worship is, that it must not be

offered to other Gods, any farther than our worshipping of them is

really worshipping of the supreme God, as redounding to his glory.

But who can assure us that any worship of the creature is really

worshipping of God ; or that it does or can redound to God's glory ?

Are we better judges of what is properly the worshipping of God, or

of what is most for his glory, than God himself is ? If this gentleman

can prove that any creature-worship is really the worshipping of God, or

that it redounds to God's glory, he will then do something. I mention

not, that both Popish and Pagan idolaters pretend, that all their wor

ship is really the worshipping of the one supreme God, and redounds

to his glory. But Divine wisdom seems to have fixed the affair of

worship upon quite another foot, as it were on purpose to cut off all

such pretences of men, wise in their own conceits.

3. The last rule laid down by this writer is, that worship be not

offered to others, any farther than the supreme God has commanded.

This is a safe and a good rule ; and I wish that this gentleman, and

such others, would abide by it. It is evident from the whole tenour of

Scripture, that God has not only not commanded, but absolutely pro

hibited, all creature-worship; and laid it down as a fundamental rule,

that God alone is to be worshipped, because he is God, in opposition to

all that do not stand possessed of those excellencies and perfections

which belong to God. If therefore this rule be good, as it certainly is,

all creature-worship is for ever precluded by it. I proceed to,

4. A fourth particular maintained by this writer, vis. that media
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torial worship may belong to Christ, though not true God, or supreme

God. But he has not proved that there is any such thing as me

diatorial worship, distinct from Divine. If Christ our Mediator is

worshipped, it is because he is God as well as man, a Divine Mediator.

This writer cannot prove that Christ's mediatorial office is the ground

and foundation of the worship which we are commanded to pay him :

but it may, on the contrary, be proved that it is not. As to what he

pretends from John v. 22, 23. I refer the reader to my defence of

Qu. 19. vol. i. which this gentleman should have answered, instead of

repeating an old objection. As to Phil. ii. 9, jo, 11. I refer to my

fifth Sermon, and to my defence of Qu. 18. vol. i. p. 189, &c. where I

shew that these and the like pretences are calculated only for the

Socinian hypothesis, and come very absurdly from the pen of an

Arian. As to Rev. i. 5, 6, and v. 12. I refer to my Defence, vol. i.

p. 195, 196. which this gentleman has attempted to answer in part,

but has not done it. I had said, " that the essential dignity of Christ's

" Person is really the ground and foundation of honour and esteem,

" (and consequently of worship, the highest expression of both,) which

" ought always to bear proportion to the intrinsic excellency of the

" object," (Defence, vol. i. p. 196.) To this he replies, " that if we

" take worship to signify prayer and thanksgiving, then my assertion is

" plainly false: for the essential dignity of Christ's Person is not the

" ground on which his title to prayer and thanksgiving is founded." To

which I rejoin, that prayer and thanksgiving, considered merely under

the notion of asking afavour, or giving thanks for it, (as this gentleman

seems to understand them,) do not suppose any Divine excellency in

the person we ask of, or give thanks to : for we may ask a favour of a

man or an angel, present with us, and give thanks to them for what

they have done. But prayer and thanksgiving, in the religious sense,

considered as acts of worship, suppose Divine excellency in the object

we address to, God having commanded all worship, properly such, to be

paid to God alone, making it thereby incommunicable to any creature.

In a word then, prayer and thanksgiving, under one consideration, are

founded in kindnesses to be received, or already received : but con

sidered as parts of religious worship, they carry in them the same

significancy which sacrifice or any other instance of religious worship

does ; are outward marks and expressions of that honour which belongs

to God only, and are therefore founded in the essential dignity of the

person to whom this honour is paid. This writer observes justly enough,

(p. 43.) " that there would be no obligation either to prayer or thanks-

" giving, if God did not exercise a providence over the world ; and

" from thence he infers, (p. 44.) that God's government of the

" world is the foundation of this kind of worship." This may be true,
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in a certain sense, and very consistent with what I had said, according

as prayer and thanksgiving may be taken under different conceptions.

I considered them under such precise formality, as expressions or marks

of honour : and that my reasoning was just, is capable of being proved,

even with the evidence of demonstration. I shall make it out distinctly,

step by step, as follows. There is no reason why I should esteem or

think any thing thus or thus excellent, but because it really is so ;

therefore the intrinsic excellency of the thing is the sole foundation of

all just value or esteem. Inward honour is a mental acknowledgment

of that esteem which I have of, or bear towards, the thing so esteemed,

and consequently rests upon the same foundation : worship, considered

as an outward expression or mark of that honour, (as it must be con

sidered when once appropriated to the one only greatest and most

excellent Beingn,) rests upon the same foundation that the honour

does : prayer and thanksgiving, considered as parts of religious worship,

(and consequently as marks and expressions of that highest honour,

which is appropriate to the greatest and best of Beings,) has the same

foundation which all worship has ; that is, which honour has ; that is,

which esteem has ; that is, the intrinsic excellency of the object : which

was to be proved. There is no answering this, but either by denying

prayer and thanksgiving to be parts of religious worship ; or by shewing

that all worship is not appropriate to God. Thus far I have proceeded

in observing, that this writer has not been able to make good his

position, that the worship of Christ is founded on his mediatorial

office. The contrary may be proved from two plain reasons :

i. That the only Scriptural foundation of any religious worship is

the Divinity of the person to be adored, in opposition to all creature-

worship ; as I have formerly proved in my Defence, &c. vol. i. Qu. 16.

And it is worth observing, how naturally and how easily this falls in

with the commands to worship Christ ; since the same Scriptures, which

declare him to be adorable, describe him also as God; and, together

11 I shall endeavour to illustrate this

matter for the sake of common readers.

We read in Daniel, chap. vi. of a law

made that no petition should be offered to

any one for thirty days, save to the king

only, under pain of high treason. By

that law petitions, for such a time, were

appropriated to the crown, became ensigns

of royal dignity and majesty, and acknow

ledgments of sovereignty in the person to

whom they should be offered. Should

any subject, for that time, have made a

petition to any but the king, and have

pleaded that the person to whom he mado

it was capable of obliging him, and upon

thatfoundation (the sole foundation of all

petitions) he had petitioned him ; he would

presently have been told, that the re

ceiving a petition was a privilege of the

crown, and went along with the throne ;

that there could not now be any legal

foundation for it, but the royalty of the

person to whom it should be offered.

Now, put for royalty, Divine perfections ;

and for petitions, religious prayer and

thanksgiving ; which are appropriated,

not for thirty days, but for ever, to God ;

and it will appear that tho only lawful

foundation of religious prayer and thanks

giving, considered as parts of worship, is

the Divinity, i. e. the intrinsic excellency

of tho object.
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with the name, ascribe to him likewise those Divine perfections which

make up and form the idea signified by so august and venerable a

name.

2. That the mediatorial office will cease at the day of judgment, and

therefore cannot be the foundation of that worship which will continue

beyond it; even for ever and ever, as Christ's worship will. See

Ro a. ix. 5. Heb. xiii. 21. 1 Pet. iv. 11. a Pet. iii. 18. Rev. i. 5, 6.

v. 12, 13.

This gentleman demands of me a plain Scripture text, where it is

said that Christ is to be worshipped as being God, equal to the Father.

But to *his I answer, that Scripture supposes men to have common

^ense ; and therefore when Scripture has laid down one only rule and

foundation of worship, and it appears from the same Scripture that

Christ is to be worshipped ; there is no need of any thing farther,

the rest follows of course. Besides, that though Scripture has not

in express terms said that he is to be worshipped on that particular

account ; yet, since Scripture has asserted the equality of the Son to

the Father, in more places than one, and his right to worship too ; a

very little logic will suffice to shew what relation these two things must

have to each other.

5. A fifth particular maintained by this writer, though it concerns

myself more than the cause, I am now to take notice of. "Dr.Water-

" land," he says (p. 54.), " has, in one passage, given up both points "

(viz. that the Son is God in a lower sense of the word God, and is to

be worshipped only as Mediator) " to us." But where have I said

either, or any thing like it ? I have given nothing up, that I know of,

which can do this writer, or his cause, any service. I have said, that

the Father is primarily and eminently God, Creator, and object of

worship : which he may be, without supposing him to be God in any

higher or any different sense of the word God, Creator, &c. A different

manner or order of existing or operating may, in many cases, be suf

ficient to ground an emphasis upon, (as might be proved by plain

instances,) without recurring to a higher and lower sense of the words.

As to the allowing of a subordination, it is so far from inferring a lower

sense of the word God, &c. that, in strict propriety of speech, it implies

the contrary ; as I have before observed more at large.

Having thus examined and answered the most material pretences

which this writer insists upon in favour of Arianism, or in opposition

to the Catholic doctrine, I might now take my leave of him. But it

may be proper first to say something to a pretended contradiction, which

not only he, (p. 6.) but the Modest Pleader also, (p. 48.) has been

pleased to charge me with ; as it is usual with many to think every

thing contradictory which they cannot readily reconcile.
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My words are, (Defence, vol. i. &c. p. 248.) " Each divine Person

" is an individual intelligent agent : bat as subsisting in one undivided

" substance, they are all together, in that respect, but one undivided

" intelligent agent." This, they tell me, is to say, that three persons

are one person. But, if they please to think again, they will find it is

no more than saying, that person, and undivided intelligent agent, are

not reciprocal. Undivided or individual intelligent agent, like the

phrase individual being, may admit of a stricter and a larger sense.

When this writer is able to fix a certain principle of individuation, he

may then perhaps have something of colour for the charge of contra

diction. See this matter more distinctly and fully explained in my

Defence, &c. vol. i. p. 122.

I have detained my reader long enough, I fear too long, in the

Preface. But I was willing, having this fresh opportunity of appearing

in public, to take some notice of those two pamphlets, (the only ones

that deserved it,) which had objected to my Vindication of Christ's

Divinity, vol. iv. If I have, either through haste, or through a desire

of brevity, slipped over any thing of real weight, or that may create any

scruple or difficulty with impartial and considering men ; I shall, when

apprised of it, (if God permit,) carefully and fully examine and discuss

that, and whatever else falls within the compass of what I have under

taken, namely, the point of Christ's real Divinity, in opposition to the

pretended Divinity maintained by the Arians.

I should just observe to the reader, that some of the Sermons, as

they appear in print, are somewhat longer than when preached. The

three last especially are so, which I was obliged to shorten in the

preaching, passing over several pages, for fear of keeping the audience

too long. Some notes I have here and there added at the bottom, since

the Sermons were delivered ; though much the greater part were pre

pared before. I thought it very proper to intermix all along with

Scripture the testimonies of the ancients, as the best comments upon it.

The reader will be the better satisfied in having a view of both together;

and our adversaries may perhaps see cause to abate of their unreasonable

and unaccountable boasts that way, when it appears from so many plain

and clear proofs, that their pretences to antiquity are groundless, and

their faith novel as it is false.

I cannot here forget to mention my obligations to the Reverend Dr.

Knight, of St. Sepulchre's, London ; whose great learning and judgment

are equal to his singular modesty and ingenuity ; and to whose judicious

observations it is owing, that the following Sermons appear more cor

rect, and may, I hope, be more useful, than they would otherwise have

been.





Christ God in the strict and proper sense :

OB

CHRIST'S DIVINITY

ASSERTED

FROM JOHN I. i.

The first Sermon preached Sept. 9, 171 9.

John i. i.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and

the Word was God.

Saint John the beloved Disciple, the undoubted author of

this Gospel which bears his name, was the youngest of the

Apostles, and survived the rest many years. He saw so much

the more of the state of Christianity, and of the progress it

made under two persecutions ; the first by Nero, the second by

Domitian. Under the latter, he himself had inevitably suffered,

had not God miraculously preserved him. After this, he was

banished into Patmos, a little island in the Archipelago ; and,

during his retirement there, was favoured in a particular man

ner with revelations from heaven ; which he committed to

writing, and left behind him for the benefit of the Church.

After a year or two's exile, it pleased God to call him forth

again to Ephesus, his usual seat of residence; and there he

passed the short remainder of his days, being then ninety years

old, in the most divine and comfortable employment ; taking

upon him the charge of the churches of Christ, those especially

of the Lesser Asia. As there must be heresies at all times,

(infinite wisdom permitting them for great ends and reasons,)

so were there not wanting, even in the times of the Apostles,
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some denying the divinity, others the humanity of our blessed

Lord, and both for the same reason; being offended at the

great and unsearchable mystery of God incarnate. The tares

had been sown by Simon Magus, Cerinthus, and others ; and

were grown up to a great height before St. John's death. This

made it the more necessary for him to write his Gospel ; which

accordingly he undertook at the request of the bishops of Asia,

and the brethren of the neighbouring provinces. But first he

appointed solemn fasting and prayer for the divine blessing and

assistance in it; after which being more fully instructed and

more plentifully inspired, he thus began his lofty theme. " In

" the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,

" and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with

" God. All things were made by him, and without him was not

" any thing made that was made." In these few words, and

those that follow in that chapter, the good Apostle has not only

confuted most of the heresies then on foot, but has obviated as

many as should thereafter rise up in opposition to the divinity,

personality, or incarnation of the Son of God: points of the

greatest concernment to all Christians, but which nevertheless

(through the perverseness of men's wits, and their proneness to

take wrong measures of divine things) have been a stone of

stumbling and a rock of offence to the disputers of this world, in

former and in latter ages. This first chapter of St. John (as I

said) is alone sufficient, with reasonable men, to end all disputes

upon those heads. The words are plain, and the sense clear

when carefully looked into ; and it is for that very reason that

they have been more tampered with than any in the whole

Scriptures. For, when the obvious and natural meaning of a

text happens to stand in the way of an hypothesis, or precon

ceived opinion, pains must be taken to darken the evidence, and

to perplex the proofs which make against it. My design is

briefly to enumerate the several interpretations which have

been given of this chapter, to remark upon them as far as is

needful, and to establish the only true one. They are reducible

to four ; which I may call Sabellian, Socinian, Arian, and Ca

tholic. I shall explain them in their order. To begin with

the first.

i. Under the Sabellian interpretation I include all that be

longs to men of Sabellian principles, whether before or after the

times of Sabellius, who lived about the middle of the third cen
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tury. The Sabellians deny the A6yos, or Wobd, whereof St. John

speaks, to be any real or substantial thing, distinct from the

Person of God the Father. They understand by the Word,

either some attribute, power, or operation inherent and perma

nent in the Father ; or else some transient voice, sound, and the

like. How they came into these and the like fancies, I shall

shew presently, after I have premised a few things about the

name of the Aoyos, or Word, which St. John uses. I do not

design any historical account of the use of the term among Jews

or Gentiles ; being happily prevented, in that part, by a late

excellent sermon of a very worthy and learned Prelate*. But

I must observe that the Greek Aoyos, which we render Word,

may signify either inward thought, or outward speech. And it

has with good reason been supposed by the Catholic writers,

that the design of this name was to intimate that the relation of

Father and Son bears some resemblance and analogy to that

of thought, or of speech to the mindk. For example : as thought

is coeval with the mind ; so the Son is coeval with the Father c.

As thought is closely united to, proceeds from, and yet remains

in the mind ; so also may we understand that the Son is in the

bosom of the Father, proceeding from him, yet never divided or

separate, but remaining in him and with him. As to speech, it

is properly the interpreter of the mind ; and so, in this respect

also, there is some resemblance and analogy, the Son being as

it wore interpreter and revealer of the unknown Father to the

world d. Some of the ancient Catholic writers e joining both

a Bishop of Lichfield and Coven- irap i)pa> Xoyor*AyyeX<$r tori rav vnb

b \6yos if ori ovras t\ft wpbs rov \6yos tyvaxas rbv irartpa amoKa-

naripa as irp&t vovv \6yos. ov povov Xunrtt ov eyva itaripa. Orig. Comm.

ita to dnadis ttjj ytwr/o-tas, dXXa ital in Joh. p. 41. Vid. et Just. Mart.

tA cwtKpit, Kai rb i^ayytkrinbv Dial. p. 358. Iren. lib. ii. cap. 30.

Grey. Naz. Orat. xxxvi. p. 590. Vid. p. 163.

etiam Basil. Horn. 15. Petav. de Trin. e Theophilus Bishop of Antioch,

p. 743. where he speaks of the \6yos ivbiadt-

c Vid. Dionys. Alex, apud Athanas. tos and irpofopucbs (p. 129.) is thus

p. 259. to be understood. Tertullian, in his

° Ob hoc Verbum nuncupatur, quia piece against Praxeas, has a great

ex proprio divino ore processit, et deal to the same purpose. Athena-

nibil Pater sine eo aut iussit, aut fecit, goras, Tatian, and Hippolytus, though

Pseud. Ambros. de Fid. Orth. cap. vi. more obscurely, seem to have in-

p. 353. ed. Bened. tended the same. And even Origen

Avm-ai 8« Kai 6 \6yos vibt etrat himself had adopted the like notion,

wapa tu u77ayye'XX*tv tu Kpv<f)ta rov as may appear from- the following

mcrpbt rawni, ayakoyav to koAov/jc'ixb passages.

vlf, X6y<a yov Tvyxdyovros' as yap 6 'Eav tVi^tXwt ifctrafapcv avrov va-

try. Sermon before the King.
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these notions together, have considered them as applicable to

the Son at different times, and in different capacities. Before

the world was made, while he yet existed alone with the Father,

(always including the Holy Ghost,) they supposed he might

best be compared to silent thought resting in the mind, and

which in Greek is called Adyos ivbi&Oeros. But when he after

wards came to create the world, and to reveal both himself and

his Father, then he might more properly be compared to out

ward speech, or a word spoken forth, which the Greeks express

by Xoyos itpotyopiKos. And thus it is that the same writers

sometimes speak of the Adyos, or Word, being both eternal, and

in time : eternal in one capacity, not so in the other. For as

thought must be considered previous to speech, so the Arfyos, or

Word, under one consideration might be conceived more ancient

than under the other.

Thus far the Catholics, sober men, carried on the parallel ;

and there was no harm in it, while they kept close to the rule

of faith, and within the bounds of sobriety. But the Sabellian

heretics did not stop there. They pursued the parallel still

farther, till they left the Adyos, or Word, no distinct personality.

They observed that inward thought was no real substantial thing,

distinct from the mind itself; and that outward speech was but

a voice or sound, nothing fixed, real, and permanent : and from

hence they took occasion to misinterpret the Apostle very

widely ; as if the Word, which he speaks of, were nothing

really distinct from the Father, not a second Person, any more

than a man's t/wught, or word, is another person from the man.

This kind of construction was openly received and propagated

eras Tas arivolas, povov Kara to flvai

aocpta apx*! «<m. ojs fltrdv av nva

TtSappTjieoTac npto-fivTepov wdvrav tS>v

cirivoovfitvwv rals ovouaviais tov irpa-

totokov nacrrj! KTurtas iaTiv i} aocpia.

Orig. in Joh. p. 19.

'Ei> apxv V ' Xrfyoi 4px4 ^*

ptra paprvpiwv rmv fjc t<ok irapoipiav

uiro&t'SoTcii flprjadai T) o-ocpia, Kal fori

■apormvoovpfirr) r) o-ocpia tov avrfp/

airayytXXoiror Xdyov, potjrcov tov (v

t5 apxfli Tovrtcm rjf aocpla, ait\

tuxu. Orig. in Joh. p. 43. Compare

P-59-
Afterwards Origen uaes an argu

ment to prove that the \6yos has a

real substance, and adds in conclu

sion : 'O Xrfyos cv dpx5 TB o-o<piq

ri)v vit6o-Tao-iv t\o>v, p. 44. Which

words are remarkable, and worth

comparing with Tertullian's upon

the same subject, where he says :

Jam in usu est nostrorum, per sun-

plicitatem interpretationis, sermonem

dicere in primordio apud Deum fuisse,

cum magis rationem competat anti-

quiorem haberi ; quia non sermonalis

a principio, sed rationalis Deus etiam

ante principium, et quia ipse quoque

sermo ratione consistens, priorem earn

ut substantia™ suam ostendat. Tertull.

contr. Prax. cap. v.
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by fPhotinus, about the middle of the fourth century ; by Paul

of sSamosata, almost a century before him; by hSabellius and

Noetus earlier than he ; and by ' Praxeas still higher up, about

the end of the second century; and J probably by some other

heretics before him. What remains of it at this day is to be

met with chiefly among the Socinians ; those of them, I mean,

who have refined upon their master Socinus, in this particular ;

and are more properly Photinians, or Sabellians. A k celebrated

writer abroad has openly espoused this Photinian notion in

part; disguising it a little under the name reason, answering

pretty nearly to the heretical sense of the Ao'yo? ivbiaOeros, or

inward thought : so that now the Sabellian interpretation, after

the latest improvements, runs thus :

" In the beginning was Reason, and Reason was in God, and

" Reason was God himself. It was in God from the beginning,

" before the world was : for whatever is in nature was made

" with the highest Reason, neither is there that single thing that

" was made without Reason."

But against this, or any other the like Sabellian construction

of the first chapter of St. John, many unanswerable reasons

have been urged both by ancients and moderns.

i. As first, St. John does not say that the Word was '©eto?,

a divine Ward, which might have favoured the Sabellian sense,

but ©edy, God; thereby strongly denoting a real Person. A

man's tcord, or thought, is not called man ; nor would the Word

or Wisdom of God be called God, if a mere attribute or opera

tion only was intended, and not a real Person. Or if it be said,

that it does denote a Person, the same Person that was before

1 Hilar, p. 789, 1048, 1 179. Am- sol. Catech. iv. c. 5. p. 50. Athanas.

bros. de Fid. lib. i. cap. 8. Expos. Fid. p. 99. Orat. ii. p. 503.

e Epiphan. Haeres. lxv. p. 608, Basil. Horn, xxvii. p. 602. Ambros.

609. de Fid. lib. iv. cap. 7. Ignat. Epist.

" Epiphan. Haeres. Ixv. p. 608. Interpolat. ad Magnes. c. 8. Some

1 Tertull. contr. Prax. c.vii. viii. even of the Arians, after they came

1 Vid. Clem. Alexandr. Strom, p. to make a distinction of a twofold

646. Iren. p. 130, 132, 157, 158. X<Syof, adopted, in part, this very Sa-

N. B. The notion of a Xoyot Mid- bellian notion. Vid. Athanas. p. 503,

Btrm and TTf>o(popaciis, in this heretical 282,260. Cyril. Alex, in Joh. lib. i.

sense, is justly condemned by all the p. 30. Ambros. de Fid. lib. iv. c. 7.

Fathers. Athanasius, Hilary, Basil, k Le Clerc, Comment, in Joh. i. 1.

Ambrose, and other Catholics cen- 1 Vid. Euseb. contr. Marcel, p. 83.

sured it as smartly as the Council of Tertull. contr. Prax. p. 504. Epiph.

Sirmium, Eusebius, or the Arians. Haeres. Ixv. p. 609. Deus erat Ver-

Vid. Oria. in Joh. p. 24. in Jerem. bum cessat Sonus vocis Res est,

p. 184. Euseb. contr. Marc. p. 120. non Sonus; natura, non Sermo

de Laud. Const, c. 12. Cyril. Hiero- Deus, non inanilas est. Hilar, p. 796

WATERLAXD, VOL. II. D
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spoken of as God, in the same verse ; then how can the other

words stand, that he was with God? He cannot be supposed

the selfsame Person with whom he was. m With God, plainly

signifies the same as with the Father, (see i John i. 2.) who is

God. The Apostle can never be supposed to mean that the

Father was with the Fattier ; the Word therefore, if it denotes

a Person at all, must be understood of another Person. But

that it denotes a Person will appear further.

2. For it is not said that the Word, or Reason, was in God,

as might be proper of an attribute, &c. but with God ; which is

another personal character".

3. It is said that all things were made by the Word: which

(as appears from other texts) conies to the same as to say, that

the Word made all things : which is a further confirmation that

a real thing is intended by the Word, not an attribute only".

4. The Apostle observes (v. 8.) of John the Baptist, that he

(in£tvos) was not that Light, intimating thereby that he had

been speaking of a Person before, who really was : and therefore

from hence also it appears that the Word is something real.

5. It is said, (ver. 11.) of the Word, that " he came unto his

" own, and his own received him not." This is good sense, and

sounds well. But to say that Reason, the attribute, came unto

its own, and its own received it not, has hardly either sense or

propriety.

6. The Word is represented (ver. 14.) as the only-begotten of

the Father ; which again is personal. For if begotten may be a

proper expression, concerning an attribute or property ; yet only-

begotten is not, unless God has no more attributes than one.

The characters therefore being thus plainly personal, and no

necessity appearing why we should have recourse to figure, the

literal interpretation is undoubtedly preferable.

7 . I may add, lastly, that St. John in his " Revelations"

expressly applies the name of Ao'yos, or Word, to Christ Jesus.

" His name," saith he, " is called the AVord of God." Rev.

xix. 13.

m Ei 6 \6yos f/v rrpbs t6v Bt&v, oix praedicatur. Hilar, p. 796.

6 Xrfyos €oti npos tv f/v. oiSe yap 6 0 Fecit enim et ipse, qua? facta sunt

mot hv $r Am \oyos. Epiphan. per ilium. Quale est ut nihil sit ipse

Hares, lxv. p. 609. sine quo nihil factum est ? Ut inania

n Verbum erat apud Deum. Nun- solida, et vacuus plena, et incorporalis

quid audieras in Deo, ut Sennonem corporalia sit operatus ? Tertull contr.

reconditse cogitationis acciperes ? Prax. c. 7. Comp. Phoebad. p. 304.

non in altera esse, sed cum altera
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These reasons are abundantly sufficient to convince us, that

St. John intended not any attribute or operation by the Word,

but a real, living, substantial thing or person, distinct from the

Father : and so the Church of Christ from the beginning has

constantly understood it. So much for the Sabellian interpre

tation of this chapter.

2. The next that offers itself is the Socinian, properly so

called ; never espoused by Heretic or Catholic ; never so much

as thought of, at least not heard of, before the days of Socinus.

He supposes St. John to have intended a real Person, by the

Word, viz. the man Christ Jesus. His interpretation then is to

this effect :

" In the beginning of the Gospel, was the man Christ Jesus,

" otherwise called the Word. He was with God, having been

" taken up into heaven before he entered on his ministry. And

" he was God, having the office, honour, and title of a God

" conferred upon him, after his resurrection. The same was in

" the beginning of the Gospel with God. All things belonging

" to the Gospel-state were reformed and renewed by him : and

" without him was there not any thing reformed or renewed."

A construction so manifestly forced and foreign, as this is,

carries its own confutation along with it. It serves only to

shew what contempt the heads of a sect generally have, not

only of the rest of mankind, but even of their own disciples;

while they can thus unmercifully impose the wildest conceits

imaginable upon them. To do the later Socinians justice, they

have, I think, for the most part given up this violent interpre

tation ; and, instead of it, have rather closed in with the

Sabellian construction, which is more ingenious and plausible,

and serves their hypothesis as well. Neither of them will answer

to the truth of the sacred Writ : they are both no other than

the device of man, and must equally come to nought.

I proceed to the Arian interpretation, which appears better

than either of the former, as coming nearer to the true one :

and it is for that Pvery reason the most insinuating and

dangerous of any.

v Vinci illi vel facile possunt, vel innoxias mentes, et Soli Deo deditas,

facile vitari, quorum prima proposi- fraudulenta societate percutere, dum

tione omne consilium pectoris prodi- malorum suorum virus per bona nos-

tur. At vero hi (Ariani) quibus multa tra defendunt. Pseud. Ambros. de Fid.

jwbiscum paria sunt, facile possunt Orthodoxa, cap. i. p. 347. ed. Bened.
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3. The Arian construction, invented probably before, but first

openly espoused and propagated in the beginning of the fourth

century, is as follows :

" In the beginning of all things, before ever the earth or the

" world was made, there existed a very glorious and excellent

" creature, (since called the Word,) the Oracle of God, and

" Revealer of his will. That excellent Person, the first whom

" God of his own good pleasure and free choice gave being to,

" was with God the Father ; and he was God, another God, an

" inferior God, infinitely inferior ; but yet truly God, as being

" truly partaker of divine glory then, and foreordained to have

" true dominion and authority in God's own time. God em-

" ployed him as an instrument, or under agent, in framing and

" fashioning the world of inferior creatures ; and approved of

" his services so well, as to do nothing without him."

This is the sum of the Arian interpretation, as nearly as I

could draw it, out of the most general principles of the sect.

For it must be observed that there never was a sect so divided

and various, so unsettled and fluctuating in their principles as

they. The reason of it is this ; they take a kind of middle way

between Catholics and Socinians, which admits of so great a

latitude, that they know not where to fix. The Catholics look

ing upon the Son as essentially God in one capacity, and as man

in another, easily know what may be proper to ascribe to him,

in this or in that respect. The Socinians believing him to be

man only, can as easily come to a resolution in the particulars

of their scheme. But the Arians supposing him a creature at

large, and not knowing the several degrees of perfection on this

side infinite, are always in uncertainty ; not being able to deter

mine how much or how little it may be proper to ascribe to

the Son of God : and hence it is that they could never unite

together in any one fixed and certain set of principles ; but have

been always wavering, various, and unconstant; and must ever

be so to the world's end. But this by the way : having laid

before you the Arian interpretation, nothing now remains but

to offer to you the Catholic sense of this chapter, which I mean

to explain, and defend ; and that will be the same thing with

confuting the Arian.

4. The Catholic construction, at length, is this :

" In the beginning, before there was any creature, (consequently

" from all eternity,) the Word existed ; and tho Word was no
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" distant separate power, estranged from God, or unacquainted

" with him, but he was vrith God, and himself also ivery God;

" not another God, but another Person only, of the same nature,

" substance, and Godhead. All things were created by him, &c."

This I presume to call the Catholic and truly primitive inter

pretation of the first verse of this chapter : and what time your

patience will further allow me, shall be taken up in asserting

and maintaining it. St. John has here called the Word, God.

In what sense, is the question. The context, and circumstances,

and other collateral evidences must at length decide it. I shall

first inquire,

t. What kind of idea, or notion, Scripture and Christian

antiquity give us of one that is truly and really God. And

2. Shall consider what reasons we have to believe that

St. John here calls the Aoyoy, or Woed, God, in the same sense,

or in conformity to that idea.

I. I shall inquire what kind of idea, or notion, Scripture and

Christian antiquity give us of one that is really and truly God.

If we trace this matter through the Old Testament, we shall

find that the Scripture-notion of a Person that is truly God, and

should be received as such, includes in it power and might irre

sistible1'; perfect knowledge and consummate wisdom*, eternity*,

immutability0, and omnipresence1; creative powersy ; supremacy,

independence, and necessary existence1. These are the distin

guishing characters under which God was pleased to make

himself known : and it is upon these accounts that he, in oppo

sition to all other Gods, claims to be received and honoured as

God. These therefore are what make up the Scripture-idea of

a Person who is truly, really, and strictly God. And if Scrip-

1 Dei Verbum, imo magis ipse aS\' rj Iva, irp6auma hi bio, &c. Hip-

Deus. lren. p. 132. pol. contr. Noet. c. xiv. p. 15.

*Ev yap aptba 6 9«5r" on elntv, iv 1 Deut. iii. 24. vii. 19. X. 17. xxxii.

apx^ 6 Xoyas f/v iv ™ Qea' koi &(6r 39. I Chron. xxix. 11. Job ix. 4.

rtv 6 \oyos. Clem. Alex. p. 135. xii. 16. xlii. 2. Isa. xxvi. 4. xlii. 3.

Alium autem quomodo accipere de- » Job xxxvi. 4. xxxvii. 16. Dan.

beaB, jam professus sum. Persona, ii. 20.

non substantia nomine; ad distinc- ' Psal. xciii. 2. Job xxxvi. 26. Gen.

lionera, non ad divisionem. Tertull. xxi. 33. Deut. xxxiii. 27. Isa. lvii. 15.

contr. Prax. p. 506. Hunc didicimus u Mai. iii. 6.

Filium Dei esse, et Deum dictum ex x Deut. iv. 7. Psal. cxxxix. 7, &c.

unitate substantia?. Tertull. Apolog. Jer.xxiii. 23, 24.

C.21. y 2 Kingsxix. 15. Job xxvi. xxxviii.

El St ovv 6 \6yos np&c t6v Btbv, Psal. viii. 4. Isa. xlv. 7, 18. Jer. x.

Oiot ttv, r« ovv ibrjo-tuv av Tit ix/o 12. '

Xtytiv 6*ovs ; Avo fiiv oix ipa> 6tovt 1 Exod. iii. 14.
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ture has thus informed us what properties, attributes, and

perfections, must be supposed to meet in one that is truly and

property God, our own reason must tell us, that these attributes,

&c. must have a subject, and this subject we call substance: and

therefore the Scripture-notion of God, is that of an eternal,

immutable, omnipresent, omniscient, almighty substance. If it

be pretended that these are the characters of a supreme God

only, and not of every Person that is true God ; I answer, that

supremacy (negatively* considered in opposition to any superior

nature) is one of the characters belonging to any Person that is

truly God, as much as omnipotence, omniscience, or any other;

and consequently he is not truly God, in the Scripture-notion of

God, who is not supreme God. This is the Scripture-notion

of one that is truly God ; and thus it stood when St. John

wrote his Gospel.

Let us next inquire, whether the same notion obtained in the

Christian Church after St. John wrote.

Justin Martyr, a very early and excellent writer, within forty

or fifty years of St. John, observes, that bGod alone is neces

sarily existing and immutable, (or incorruptible,) and that for

this very reason he is God ; thereby intimating that without

such perfections he could not be God.

Irenseus, another early and judicious writer, almost contem

porary with Justin, expresses himself more fully and clearly

upon the same head; observing that cno Person that has any

superior can bo justly called God; nor any thing that has been

created, or ever began to exist. The same Irenseus has a whole

d chapter to prove that the Old Testament, or New, never gave

tho title of God, absolutely and definitively, to any one that is

not truly God.

Tertullian (in the beginning of the third century, or sooner,

a I say, negatively ; because post-

tire supremacy over others could not

commence till the creation.

*> Mo»t yap dytvvnros Kat a<p8apros

Oe6i, Kat Siii tovto 6trfr tan. Justin.

Dial. p. 2 1 . Jebb.

c Qui enim super se habet aliquem

superiorem, hie neque Deus neque

rex magnus dici potest. Lib. iv. cap. ii.

p. 229.

Qusecunque autem initium sump-

serunt, et dissolutionem possunt per-

ci]>ere, et subjecta sunt, et indigent

ejus qui se fecit, necesse est omni-

modo uti differens vocabulum ha-

beant apud eos etiam, qui vel modi

cum sensum in discernendo talia ha-

bent : ita ut is quidem qui omnia

fecerit cum verbo suo, juste dicatur

Deus et Dominus solus ; quae autem

facta sunt, non jam ejusdem vocabuli

participabilia esse, neque juste id vo

cabulum sumere debere, quod est

Creatoris. Iren. lib. iii. cap. viii.

p. 183.
11 Lib. iii. cap. 6.
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within a hundred years, or very nearly, of St. John) observes,

that the word eGod does not, like Lord, signify dominion or

power only, but substance; that none but the eternal, uncreated

substance can justly be called God; that an inferior God is a

contradiction in terms.

These testimonies are sufficient to shew (without adding any

more) how the word God was taken and generally understood

by the Christian Church, soon after the Apostle's time ; and

therefore very probably, in the Apostle's time also. Now let

us proceed to consider,

II. What reasons we have to believe that St. John, in his

first chapter, calls the Word God, in the same sense, in con

formity to that idea which Scripture hath given us of one that

is truly God; and which the primitive writers also appear

plainly to have embraced.

i. This alone is a strong presumption, in favour of our inter

pretation, that the Soriptures be/ore, and the Christian Church

after, espouse this notion. Would St. John have called the

Word, God, in the manner that he does, without guard or

caution, had he not intended it in the strict sense, which Scrip

ture itself so much favours, and in which the generality, at least,

would be most apt to take it ? Had he meant it in a lower sense,

it might have been very proper to have inserted a qualifying

clause to prevent any mistake or misconstruction ; which yet he

is so far from doing, (as we shall see presently,) that he has put

together with it many circumstances, all tending to convince us

that he used the word in the strict sense, as Scripture had done

before, and the Christian Church did after. For

a. It is observable, that the Apostle does not say, in the

beginning God created the Word, (as the style runs in the first

chapter of Genesis, and might have been properly used here,

had he intended to signify that the Word was God, in an

inferior or improper sense :) but instead of that, he only says

that the Word wasf; intimating that he existed before any

e Deus substantia? ipsius nomen, id summum magnum, quern credis mi-

eat Ditinitatis ; Dominus vero non norem. Adv. Marc. lib. i. cap. 6, 7.

substantia?, sed potestatis, &c. Tertull. p. 368.

con/r. Hermog. p. 234. » Hapa hi to at\ o-vvtivai ra jrarpi,

Deus jam vocari obtimiit substan- XtytTat, xa\ 6 Xo'yos fa npbs tov Qrov.

tia eui ascribe. Hanc invenies solam oi yap iytvtro npbs tov Qcov. ko\ rav-

innatam, infectam ; solam aeternam, tov pruta, to fa, tov \6yov KanjyoptU

et universitatis conditricem nega tiu, oti iv dpxfi fa, koi ore irpos tov

Deura quem dicis deteriorem : nega Otov fa, oCrt rfa apxfa xu>Pii^fLtms-



40 8ERM. I.Christ's Divinity

thing was created, consequently from all eternity : for whatever

existed before any thing was created, was no creature, as is

manifest of itself ; and if no creature, eternal. This is further

confirmed from the Apostle's repeating it in the next verse,

" The same was in the beginning with God." It is not impro

bable that the Apostle might intend this in opposition to

Cerinthus, who believed the Anptovpybs, or Creator, to be sepa

rate and estranged from Gode. Nothing can be more directly

levelled against that doctrine than this assertion of St. John's,

that the Word, who was Creator of the world, was from the

beginning, or always, with God. But to proceed :

3. Another argument of St. John's intending the word God

in the strict sense, may be drawn from the time whereof he is

speaking. It was before the creation ; he was then God. It is

not said, that he was appointed God over the things that should

be afterwards created. No ; he was God before the world was.

Our adversaries sometimes tell us of a throne, a power ofjudging,

a regal authority belonging to the Son : and that therefore he

is God; and they observeh (as they think, shrewdly, but in

truth very weakly) that the Holy Ghost has therefore none of

that title, as having no regal dominion, &c. And when, in

answer to this, we say further, that the Son was Jehovah, God,

and Lord, under the Old Testament; they reply, that he was

then iv p-optpfj Oeov, acting in the name and Person of God, and

therefore styled God. Admitting all this, (which is mostly

fiction,) yet what will they do with this text of St. John ? Here

it is plain, that the Son was God before any dominion over the

creatures commenced ; before he acted as representative of the

Father, or was iv iMptyfi 0«oC, in that low fictitious sense : how

was he God before the creation ? Here they have little left to

say, but that " he was partaker of divine power and glory with

" and from the Father'." From hence then we see, that

offrc tov irarpos aVoXfurd/iti/or. Kai Vid. etiam Athanas. p. 526. Hilar.

Traktv ovre dirb tov fjjf thai iv dp^xi p. 795* Chrysost. in Joh. p. 25. and

yivoptvot iv apxff> °^T( oito tov pi) other testimonies collected in Suicer.

Tvyxdmv itpbs tov Qtbv ciri tw irpbs Thesaur. under 'Ap\rj, and Petav. 147,

tov &(6v ttvat yivopevos. npb yap irav- 417.

Tor xpovov Kai alavos. iv dp^B ° g Iren.lib. iii. cap. 1 1. p. 188. lib. i.

Xo'yof, itai 6 \6yos f/v np6s tov Otov. cap. 26. p. 105. Tertull. de Praescript.

Orig. in Joh. p. 45. Haeret. Append, p. 221. Epipkan.

Oixc T/v yap Srt apxy nXoyot f/v. 816 Harres. xxviii. p. 1 10.

At'ytrui fV apxfi t)v 6 Xdyos. Ibid. h See Script. Doctr. p. 264. 2nd edit,

p. 66. ' Script. Doctr. p. 240. 2nd edit.
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dominion alone is not sufficient to account for the Son's being

God; not to mention that the Holy Ghost might have been

called God in Scripture, as having been " partaker of divine

" power and glory with and from the Father," as well as the

Son ; so that that pretence about the Holy G/tost and this solu

tion hang not well together. To such straits and inconsistencies

are men reduced by bringing their hypotheses with them to inter

pret Scripture by, instead of making Scripture the rule of their

faith. But to conclude this article : since then neither dominion,

(on account of which princes and magistrates have been some

times called Gods,) nor mcegerency, nor any thing of like kind,

will account for the AVord's being called God by St. John in

this place: and since our adversaries themselves appear to be

very sensible that their principles, which serve to help them out

at other times, fail them here ; and that they are forced rather

to say any thing, however slight or trifling, than to be wholly

silent : this alone is a strong presumption on our side of the

question, where the solution is so easy and natural, and entirely

consistent with our other principles.

4. Another circumstance, confirming our interpretation of

this passage of St. John, is, that " all things" are there said to

have been " made by him ;" and, to be more emphatical, that

" without him was not any thing made that was made." I shall

not here insist upon the dignity of the Son as Creator, (the

distinguishing character of the one true God,) designing that for

a distinct head of argument another time : all the use I shall

make of it at present is to observe, that it is not said, all other

things were made by him, but all things absolutely ; wherefore

he himself cannot, according to the letter, be supposed of the

number of the things made, unless he made himself, which is

absurd ; and since nothing was made or created but by and

through him, it is but reasonable to infer that every creature

whatever is a creature of the Sons as well as of the Father's;

and therefore certainly the Son is not a creature at all.

5. A further circumstance favouring our sense is, that the

Word is called God, in the very same verse, wherein the Father

is mentioned as God, and undoubtedly in the strict and proper

sense. And how shall any the most judicious reader be ever

able to understand language, if in the same verse and same

sentence, the same word should stand for two ideas, or bear

two senses widely different and scarce akin to each other I and
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that too, not only without any guard or caution, or any notice

given of the change of ideas ; but also with such circumstances

as give no suspicion of any change, but all tending to confirm

us the more that the same idea is still kept up, and applied

equally to Father and Son. It has been objected that the

Father is 6 0e6s, God with the article, the Son only 0eos, God

without the article. But every body knows that the addition

or omission of an article is no certain proof of any change at all

in the sense of a word ; besides that the word 0«os, God, is used

in the strict sense, though without the article, several times in

this chapter. The sacred penmen were not so critical about

articles ; neither can we imagine that a point of this moment

should have been left so unguarded, with nothing to direct us

but I know not what blind and dark conjectures of the use of

articles ; concerning which we have no certain rules either for

Scripture, or for any other writings. The word ©eoy, God, is

frequently used without the article to signify the true God : and

it is used with the article (2 Cor. iv. 4.) where it is supposed

by most interpreters to be meant of the Devil : so little account

is there to be made of articles. But enough of this. It is

further pretended, that 6 0eos, God, applied to the Father, may

stand for Jehovah, which is the proper name of a Person, and

that therefore God and God, in the text, cannot bear the same

sense, unless both be one and the same Person Jehovah. But

in answer to this, it is sufficient to say, that it can never be

proved that Jehovah is a proper name of any Person, but as that

Person is considered as having independent or necessary exist

ence : and then the name must be common to as many persons

as exist necessarily, or independently ; independently on the will

or free clwice of any. Besides that it is certain that the name

bolongs equally to Father or Son, (as I shall shew presently,)

and therefore St. John might intend that the Father is Jehovah

and the Son Jehovah too, and both in the same sense ; while at

the same time, by his telling us that one was with the other, he

has sufficiently signified that they are not the same Person ;

but that Jehovah is a name proper indeed to one substance,

or one Godhead, but common to more Persons than one. 1

proceed then,

6. To observe, that St. John did look upon God the Son as

the true Jehovah ; and this alone is an irrefragable argument of

St. John's meaning in the text beforo us. I shall first shew
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the fact, and next make good my inference from it. The fact

may be proved first from chapter xii. verse 41. of this very

Gospel. The words are : " These tilings said Esaias when he

" saw his glory,11 (meaning Christ's glory,) " and spake of him.11

Now the place of Esaias referred to is chapter the sixth, which

begins thus :

•■ I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted

" up, and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the Sera-

" phims And one cried unto another and said, Holy, holy,

'• holy is the Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory.11

Here we are to observe, that the Lord, which Esaias saw in his

vision, was the Jehovah, and Lord of Hosts, which is of the same

signification with Lord God Almighty. Him it was, and his

glory, which the Prophet saw. And that this was Christ, and

that glory Christ's glory, St. John has before testified ; and

therefore certain it is that God the Son is, in St. John's account,

the Jeh#vah,and Lord God Almighty. This reasoning is in itself

plain and strong; and is besides further confirmed by the k con

curring sentiments of many Catholic writers.

A Hate writer endeavouring to elude the force of this text,

devises this construction, that the Prophet, in beholding the

glory of God the Father, revealing the coining of Christ, he then

saw (that is foresaw) the glory of Christ. But admitting that

saw may signify foresaw, (which however is a very needless sup

position, since it is certain that our blessed Lord had as much

glory with the Father before the world was, as ever he had after,

John xvii. 5.) yet what occasion is there to suppose the Father's

glory to have been principally spoken of, when St. John says

plainly it was Christ's glory, and that the Prophet spake of him.

viz. Christ? It is indeed said, that Christ shall come " in the

" glory of his Father." (Matt. xvi. 27.) But it is also said,

that " he shall come in his own glory11 (Matth. xxv. 31. Luke

ix. 26.) ; " and sit in the throne of his own glory.11 (Matt. xix.

28.) If then the Prophet saw indeed the glory of the Father

also, it is because the glory of both is one ; and if the Father

be the Lord of Hosts, whom the Prophet saw, it is because the

Father and Son are one Lord of Hosts : for it is as certain as

k Eusebius in loc. Athanasius, p. p. 605. Cyril. Hierosol. Catech. xiv.

877, 889. Hilar. Trin. lib. v. cap. 33. p. 202. Ambros. de Fid. lib. i. c. 12.

p. 873. Basil, contr. Eunom. lib. v. p. 141. ed. Bened. Greg. Nyss. contr.

p. 115, Uieronymus in loc. Epiphan. Eunom. 1. ii. p. 488.

Ancorat. p. 15,13. Jobius apud Phot. 1 Script. Doctr. p. 93. 2nd edit.
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words can make it, from what St. John says, that the Son's

glory was seen ; and that he was the Jehovah of whom the Pro

phet spake. If the Father was so too, we have a full and strong

proof, not only of the Son's being Jehovah, but of the Father

and Son both being comprehended under the same one Jehovah :

and so indeed m several of the ancient Fathers have interpreted

it. But that is not what I insist upon now, my argument not

requiring it. It is sufficient for me, that the Prophet saw, or

foresaw (no great matter which) the glory of Jehovah, or Lord

of Hosts ; and it was the Jehovah, or Lord of Hosts, that the Pro

phet spake of. That is, as St. John interprets it, he saw the

glory of Christ, and spake of him : Christ therefore is Jehovah

and Lord of Hosts ; which was to be proved.

There is a second passage in this very Gospel, which proves

the same thing. It is John xix. 37. " Another Scripture saith,

" They shall look on him whom they have pierced." The Scrip

ture referred to is Zech. xii. 10. where the Lord {Jehovah) is

introduced saying, " They shall look upon me, whom they have

" pierced." The Person pierced is Jehovah, and the same Person

is Christ : wherefore, by necessary construction and implication,

Christ is Jehovah. The fact being thus plain and clear, we are

next to consider the inference from it . The import of the name

Jehovah (according to the best critics, ancient and modern) is

eternal, immutable, necessary existence. The Greek 6 tbv, or

to oV, taken from it, or answering to it, has been interpreted to

the same sense by Jews, Gentiles, and Christians". It would

be tedious here to enter any further into the detail of that mat

ter. It shall suffice to observe how the one true God insists upon

his being Jehovah, in opposition to all other gods, glorying, in a

manner, and triumphing in it, as the distinguishing charaeter by

which he would be known to be infinitely superior to all the gods

of the nations.

" I am the Lord, (Jehovah,) that is my name, and my glory

" will I not give to another," Isa. xlii. 8. " Against all the gods

" of Egypt I will execute judgment : I am the Lord, (Jehovah,)"

Exod. xii. 12. " Who hath told it from time to time ? have not

" I the Lord, (Jehovah ?) and there is no God else besides me ;

m Athanasius, Basil, Gregory Nys- lib. 1 . c. 6.

sen, Ambrose, Jerome, Epiphanius, Appendix to the Considerations on

before referred to. Mr. Whiston's Histor. Praef. p. 101.

" Vid. Petav. Dogra. Theolog. vol. i. and part ii. p. 2, 3, &c.
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" a just God, and a Saviour ; there is none besides me," Isa.

xlv. 21. "I am the Lord, {Jehovah,) the God of all flesh : is

" there any thing too hard for me? Jer. xxxii. 27. "I am the

" Lord, (Jehovah,) I change not," Mai. iii. 6. " I am the Lord,

" (Jehovah,) and there is none else : I form the light and create

" darkness 1 the Lord (Jehovah) do all these things," Isa.

xlv. 6, 7. I forbear to add more texts. These are enough for

a specimen. There is no giving a full and complete idea of this

matter, without transcribing a great part of the Old Testament.

Now since the title of Jehovah is, in Scripture, a principal note

of distinction by which the true God was pleased to manifest

himself, and to set forth his own superior excellency in opposi

tion to all pretended deities ; and since St. John has given us

to understand, that Christ is Jehovah, or Lord of Hosts, and con

sequently possessed of all those distinguishing powers and per

fections which go along with that title ; the consequence is

evident and undeniable, that when the same St. John tells us

that the Word was God, he intended no nominal or inferior

Deity, but God in the true, strict, and proper sense, eternal and

immutable, of the same power, nature, and perfections with God

the Father. I shall now briefly sum up the particulars of the

argument, that we may the more easily take into one view the

whole strength and force of it.

The Apostle has here told us, in a very solemn manner, in the

very entrance upon his Gospel, that the Ao'yos, or Word, was

God; the very mention whereof, according to the Scripture-idea

of God, and the prevailing notions of those who lived in and

near St. John's time, carries with it, in its first and most natural

conception, all that is good, great, or excellent: and so every

unprejudiced man, upon the first reading or hearing the Apostle's

words, would be apt to understand him. He has inserted no

guard or caution to prevent any such construction : but, on the

contrary, has hardly omitted any thing that might tend to con

firm and enforce it. The Word was God before he had any

dominion, before he had acted as representative of the Father;

God, in the beginning, before the world was, before there was any

creature ; God, by whom the world was made, and to whom

every creature owed its existence ; who coming into the world,

came unto his own, who is Jehovah and Lord of Hosts, the same

as Kvpios itavroKpaTwp, the Lord Almighty, and God over all : in

such a sense, and with these circumstances, the Word is called
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God, in the very same verse where mention also is made of the

Father, with whom he was, and who is there called God, in the

strict and proper sense : all this put together amounts to a

demonstration, that the Apostle intended no nominal or inferior

God by the Word, but the true and living God, one with the

Father, coessential and coeternal. Thus the first Christians

understood it ; and thus the Catholic Church has believed : and

this is the faith which we ought evermore earnestly to contend

for, as being " once delivered to the saints."

I entreat your patience but a little further, just to take notice

of a late pretence of an Arian writer °.

The Jews, says he, and Gentiles believed in one God, under

standing it of one Person only : our Saviour and his Apostles

taught that Christ was the Son of that one God: when therefore

Christ is also styled God, those among whom he was first so

styled, would naturally understand it in the subordinate sense,

as the word Elohim in the Hebrew, 0eos in the Greek, and God

in the English frequently signifies.

This is the argument, and in this, the author says, " the sum

" of the whole controversy is briefly comprised." If this be

really the case, the controversy may be brought to a short and

clear issue. By subordinate sense of the word God, the gentle

man means such a sense in which creatures may be gods, and

have been called gods. I hope I have sufficiently shewn that

St. John could never intend any such low sense, nor be so under

stood by any man of ordinary attention or common discernment.

As to the question, how it would be understood by those who

first heard it, it has been already determined by plain evidence

of fact. It appears certainly to have been understood in the

strict and proper sense, as high as Tertullian, Clement of Alex

andria, Irenseus, Athenagoras, that is, within sixty or seventy

years of St. John's writing : and I will venture to add IgnatiusP,

which brings it up to the very time : for Ignatius had been well

acquainted with St. John himself, having been once his 1 disciple.

As to Jews or Gentiles, whatever short or imperfect notions

they had of God, (though it is a disputable point, whether

° Modest Plea, Postscript, p. 318. E?s larpos iariv, aapKiKos re Kai

P*Oc npo alavtav irnpa 7r«rpi rjv, Kai ffVfvpaTiKos, ytvrjrbs Kai dytvrjros, ev

iv Tt'Xf 1 ccpdvt). Ignat. ad Magn. cap. aapKi ytv6fuvos 6edr Ad Ephes. cap.

vi. p. 32. vii. p. 14.

"Ot ionv avrov Xdyos at&tns, ovk diro 1 Act. Martyr. S. Ignat. cap. iii.

o-iyrjs irpo(\0av. cap. viii. p. 23. p. 49.
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they did not both admit of some plurality in the Deity,) they

are to come to Christians to be more fully instructed ; and we

are not to be taught by them, how we are to understand a clear

and plain Gospel. Hard must be our case indeed, if we are to

be sent to Jews or Pagans to learn Christianity. However,

Jews and Gentiles both (as many as came over to Christianity,

and did not side with heretics,) then at least corrected (or rather

filled up what was wanting in) their ideas of the divine Unity,

by their faith in, and profession of one holy, undivided, and co-

eternal Trinity. We have seen then, first, how St. John ought

to have been understood ; and next, how he actually was under

stood by sober men, and those that were the most competent

judges of his meaning. What can be desired more to cut off all

further controversy in this article ?

To conclude : The Sabellians at this day, as well as formerly,

are a standing evidence of the strength and force of those two

or three first verses of St. John's Gospel. For as they reject

the Catholic doctrine of the Trinity in Unity, only because they

think it repugnant to reason ; so they reject also the Arian

hypothesis, because they take it to be repugnant to Scripture,

and particularly to the first chapter of St. John. They are sen

sible how absurd it is to suppose so much to be said of a creature,

and said in that manner, and with those circumstances ; and

therefore they interpret the whole of God the Fatfier himself.

Thus they get over one difficulty, but unhappily split upon

another ; and the Arians have as plainly the advantage in the

point ofpersonality, as the other have in respect of the divinity

of the Word. Happy might it be for both, if, laying aside pre

judice, they would contentedly submit their fancies to God's

written Word; interpreting it according to its most obvious

and natural meaning, without laboured subtilties and artificial

glosses : remembering always that, in case of doubt, there is no

safer guide to take with us, than the concurring judgment of the

ancient* ; nor any more dangerous than warmth of imagination,

or a love of novelties.



Christ properly Creator :

OR

CHRIST'S DIVINITY

PROVED FROM CREATION.

The second Sermon preached Oct. 7, 17 19.

John i. 3.

All things were made by him, and without him, was not any thing

made that was made.

I HAVE before took notice of these words of the Apostle, but

so far only as was necessary to give some light to the words

going before, whereof I was then discoursing. My design now

is, to consider them distinctly, as containing a further argument,

independent of the former, to prove the real, essential divinity

of our blessed Lord, " by whom all things were made, and with-

" out whom was not any thing made that was made." I have,

in my former discourse, intimated the various interpretations

given of this chapter, under the names of Socinian, Sabellian,

Arian, and Catholic, suitably to their respective schemes. Ac

cordingly, these words of the Apostle, in passing through those

several hands, have been shaped and fashioned into so many

several constructions ; though one only can be the true one.

The Socinian will tell us, that all things belonging to the Gospel-

state were regulated and modelled by the man Christ Jesus;

that the moral world was reformed and rectified by him ; and

that the Apostle is not here speaking of a proper, but a meta

phorical creation. Next comes the Sabellian, who thinks that

the text is meant of the creation of the natural world, and all

things in it; but then, not by the man Christ Jesus, nor by any

Person really distinct from God the Father : all things were
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made by reason or wisdom, figuratively put for God hiinsolf ; so

that the Apostle intended not here any real Person besides God

the Father: thus far the Sabellian. After him succeeds the

Arian, who admits of a proper creation of the natural, not the

moral world; and admits also of a distinct Person, viz. the

Aoyos, or Word, himself a creature : and he does not deny him

any hand or concern at all in the creation ; but endeavours only

to detract from him, more or less, with great uncertainty. For,

as I have before observed, that sort of men are always fluctu

ating, hovering, and doubtful, not knowing where to fix upon

any certain set of principles. Sometimes ayou will find them

pretending that God the Son, properly speaking, did not make

or create any thing at all ; but that the Father only was Cre

ator, through him. At other times b they will not scruple to

allow that the Son, by his own in/ierent power, created all things

out of nothing ; which is carrying the point as high as any the

soundest Catholic can carry it : only they add, by way of lessen

ing, that this was at the command of the Father, who had

appointed him Creator ; which however might bear a sound and

good sense. Betwixt these extremities of high and low (if I

may so call them) amongst the Arians, there is a middle way,

and that also with a latitude : some think it enough for the Son

to have created some things only (suppose, what belongs to one

system): others again (understanding by creating, modelling

only) apprehend it sufficient, if he did but frame, model, or digest

what was already created to his hand : others, lastly, admitting

both, yet say, it was not by his own power, but the power of the

Father, always present with him : or that he had learned the

art of creating by being bred up under the Father ; which was

the profane and wanton suggestion of Asterius, an Arian sophist

of the fourth century". There is no end of fancies and conjec

tures, when men are once got out of the plain and open way of

truth. I shall not undertake particularly and severally to con

fute the three hypotheses, and the interpretations built upon

them : but I shall proceed to lay down the Catholic construe-

a EloXXaxir yap ainjKoa rtvas Xiyov-

raf oti 6 vios tTToiqfrev ou&ev, aXXa 81

avrov tyivfro ra ytvuptva. Epiph. An-

e0Tat- P- 33-

b Antequam faceret universa, on: ili

um futurorum Deus et Dominus, Rex

et Creator erat conslitutus. Volun-

WATERLAND, VOL. II.

tate et praecepto (Dei et Pulri.i sui)

coelestia et terrestria, visibilia et invi-

sibilia, corpora et spiritus, ex nullis

exstantibus, ut essent, sua virtute fe

cit. Scrm. Arianorum apud Aug. torn,

viii. p. 622. ed. Bened.

c Athanas. Orat. ii. 496.

j:
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tion ; which if I can maintain and defend, the other drop of

course. The Catholic doctrine is this : that the Son, together

with the Father, (always including the Holy Ghost,) was the

efficient Cause of all things, the Creator and Framer of men and

angels, of principalities and powers, of the whole universe. I

Bhall therefore, in my following discourse, undertake these three

things :

I. I shall endeavour to shew, that God the Son, a distinct

Person from God the Father, is strictly and properly efficient

Cause and Creator of all things :

II. I shall consider the force of the argument arising from it,

in favour of Christ's divinity.

III. I shall draw some suitable inferences from the whole.

I. I shall endeavour to shew that God the Son, a distinct

Person from God the Father, is strictly and properly efficient

Cause and Creator of all things. And here I shall distinctly

consider what light we may have in this matter from the New

Testament, and what from the Old, and what additional con

firmation from the declared sentiments of the primitive and

Catholic Church.

i. To begin with the New Testament ; and first with the

very words of the text : " AH things were made by him, and

" without him was not any thing made that was made.'' I have,

in a former discourse, asserted the distinct personality of the

Aoyos, or Word; shewing that the Sabellian interpretation of

this chapter will by no means bear : I shall occasionally take

notice of the Sabellian pretences in relation to other texts, as

I come to treat of them. For the clearer understanding of the

text now under consideration, we may observe, that Cerinthus

and other heretics (against whose pernicious principles St. John

is reasonably believed to have wrote his Gospel) had made a

distinction between the upper and loioer world, pretending they

had not one Author. Hence, very probably, it is, that the

Apostle expresses himself so particularly and emphatically in

these words, (which might otherwise look like tautology,) " and

" without him was not any thing made that was made." He

had first told us affirmatively, that all things were made by the

Word ; then he repeats, as it were, the same thing over again,

but negatively, that nothing was made without him : that is, we

are not to expect any part of the creation, not the invisible

things above, which the heretics pretended to distinguish from
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the other: all things visible and invisible; all, without excep

tion, were made by the Word. I must here observe, that, after

the Arian controversy arose, the Catholics made good use of

the latter part of this text especially, which is so very expressive

and emphatical. The Arian principle is, that the Son was the

first thing that God had made; and that God made him,

ofwowewrtos, immediately by himself, without the intervention of

any other person. Against this, the Catholics pleaded that

nothing was made without the intervention of the Son ; the

Apostle having emphatically declared, that " without him was

" not any thing made that was made :" there was therefore

nothing made apeo-iTfvTas, immediately by the Father, without

the intervention and concurrence of the Son. Consequently, the

Son was not made at all, since it is absurd to imagine that he

intervened or concurred to the making of himself ; which would

be the same as to say, that he existed before he existed, or was

prior to himself. But I pass on to what I design. " All things

" were made by him," signifies the same as that he made all

things. Thus the d ancients have unanimously interpreted it,

and the idiom of the language will undoubtedly bear ite. We

find the phrase of 81' avrov or Si ov, to. iravra, by whom are all

things, nearly the same with what St. John here says of the Son,

twice applied to the Father himself, (Rom. xi. 36. Heb. ii. 10.)

which effectually takes off any pretence the Arians can have,

merely from the force of the preposition Sia, as if it were

intended as a note of inferiority, when it is nothing more than

a note of distinction. When Father and Son are joined toge

ther, (as 1 Cor. viii. 6.) of whom is indeed applied to the Father,

and by whom to the Son, to signify at once the unity of opera

tion and distinction of Persons, and withal some priority of

order, as the Father is the fountain of all, and first in con

ception, whenever we think of the Deity. This is all that can

* OJrot yap iariy a<f> ov Kai rav Verbum autem hoc illud est quod

oipavov mi rt)v yqv, &c. Jus/. Dial, in sua venit, et sui eura non recepe-

p. 331. runt. Mundus enim per eum factus

Uphs avrov yap, Kai Si airrov noma est, et mundus eum non cognovit.

iyivtro. Athenag. p. 38. Si homo tantummodo Christus,

Verbum Dei per quod omnia facta quomodo veniens in hunc mundum,

sunt, et quoniam mundus proprius in sua venit, cum homo nullum fece-

ipsius et per ipsum factus est, volun- ri( raundum ? Novat. cap. xiii. p. 714,

tate Patns—mundi enim Factor vere 715.

Verbum Dei est. Iren. p. 315. e See Petavius de Trin. lib. vii.

Fecit enim et ipse quse facta sunt cap. 17. p. 431.

per ilium. Tertull. contr. Prax. p. 504.

E 2
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be reasonably inferred from the Scripture-usages of the prepo

sitions : especially if it be considered that under the same lati

tude of expression, as all things are said to be of the Father, so

likewise all things are said to be by the Son ; consequently the

operation of one is of equal extent with the operation of the

other, and indeed is but one work of both. All things then are

made by the Son, but in conjunction with the Father ; and the

Father hath made nothing but in and by the Son. This appears

to be the true and full sense of the text in St. John, whereof

I am now treating; and it is confirmed by other passages of

the New Testament, which I shall take in their order. There

is one occurring in the same chapter, a few verses lower. " He

" was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the

" world knew him not : he came unto his own, and his own

" received him not." ver. 10, n. Some have thought that by

his own, in this place, is meant only his own people, the Jews,

as being of his kindred according to the flesh. But this can

never be the meaning of it. The Evangelist is here speaking of

the Aoyos, or Word, antecedently considered, and now coining

to those who were his own before he came to them, before he

took flesh upon him. The words immediately preceding, viz.

" the world was made by him, and the world knew him not,"

make it probable that the Apostle was not then thinking of the

Jews only, but of mankind in general. Besides this, it is worth

the noting, that some heretics, in St. John's time probably, as

well as after, had a conceit that the Creator of this lower world

was separate and distant from the supreme God, and that

Christ came not into a world of his own making, but into one

that belonged to another. Now in opposition to these and the

like chimerical fancies, the Apostle informs us, that the same

Creator (that is, Christ in conjunction with the Father) made

every thing ; and that therefore when he came into the world,

he came unto his own, his own house and workmanship, this

world being by right of creation his. This construction is what

Irenaeus, a very ancient writer, gives of the textf. The like

construction is given of it by 8 Clemens of Alexandria, Hippo-

lytus and Novatian, writers of the second and third centuries.

Some, who interpret the text of the Jews, yet do not give this

for tho reason that the Jews were his own, as being akin to him

f Iren. p. 188,31,15, 316. contr. Noe't. cap. xii. p. 14. Novatian.

s Clem. Alex. p. 882. Hippolyt. cap. 13.
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according to theflesh; but as they were his peculiumh, his chosen

people, and as he was in a more eminent manner their God:

and so Cyril of Jerusalem seems to understand it'. Taking the

text either of these ways, it affords us an argument of the Son's

being properly Creator. For if it be understood of the world

in general, then it is manifest from the words immediately pre

ceding, that the to Ibta refers to his right of creation, and that

the world is called his own in that respect. Or if it be under

stood of the Jews, it will prove thus much, that they were his

own, as they were his people, and he their God; and it will

appear from the Old Testament, that the God of Israel was the

Maker of the world, the same that created Jacob, and formed

Israel, (Is. xliii. i.) and none else. If it be said, that the Jews

may here be called his own, as he was their promised Messiah,

their Saviour and Redeemer; that construction seems to be the

least probable of any : first, because he was equally the Saviour

of mankind, and therefore there is no reason why the Jews

should be called his own in that respect. And secondly, because,

admitting they might be called his own in that respect, yet it

could not have been so properly said of them, antecedently to

the work of redemption, before he had bought them at the price

of his blood, and thereby made them his own. I conclude

therefore from this passage, that whether it means the world

or the Jews, they were his own in some higher respect; and

that could be no other but as he was their Creator.

The next Scripture I shall cite shall be out of the Revelation,

the work of the same Apostle whose words I have been con

sidering. Our blessed Lord is there called the 'Apxh, "the

" beginning," (that is, k author or efficient cause) " of the creation

" of God." Rev. iii. 14. This I mention as the most probable

construction of the place, suitable to what I have before ob

served from St. John's Gospel. Otherwise, I think, nothing

can, with any certainty, be proved from this passage alone;

the word 'Ap\Jj (which we render beginning) being a word of

great latitude, and capable of many senses. The ancients may

afford us some light in this matter; not that I find this text

h See Deut. xiv. a. Non ideo se principium creature?

' Cyril. Catech. xii. p. 153, 313. dicit, quod ipse sit creatura, sed quod
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particularly explained or quoted by any of the earlier writers :

but it is frequent with them to apply the name 'Apx^ to God the

Son ; and they give this account of it : 1 he existed of and from

the Father before all things : he made all things ; and he

governs all things: and therefore is the 'Apx»?, the head, or

beginning of all things, or of the whole creation. This, I pre

sume, may serve as the best comment we can meet with upon

this text in the Revelation. I shall now proceed to other texts

of more clear and certain meaning : i Cor. viii. 6. "To us there

" is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we

" in him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things,

" and we by him." Before I come to the argument which I

intend from this text, I may just take notice that here we find

Father and Son equally opposed to the gods many and lords

many. There is but one Lord to us, viz. Jesus Christ. Is then

the Father (who also is the Lord "by whom are all things,"

Rom.xi. 34,36.) excluded among the lords many ? God forbid.

But Father and Son are one Lord. So likewise to us there is

but one God, viz. the Father. Is then the Son excluded among

the gods many ? the Son, who, as the same St. Paul testifies, is

" over all God blessed for ever T1 (Rom. ix. 5.) No, certainly ;

but Father and Son are one God. Thus, and thus only, can

St. Paul's reasoning in that chapter be made to hang together :

or otherwise he himself has infallibly shewn us that there are

to us two Gods and two Lords, at the same time that he in

tended to prove (see ver. 4.) that to us there is but one God and

one Lord. The truth is, St. Paul has not only hereby insinuated

to us, that Father and Son are one God and one Lord ; but he

has likewise intimated the reason why, or on what account they

are one. It is because all things whatsoever arise or flow from

both. There is nothing of the Father, but by the Son ; nor any

thing by the Son, but what is also of the Father : so that the

original of all creatures is referred up to both, as to one indi

vidual fountain and cause of their existence. The Father does

not make one thing, and the Son another ; but what the Father

creates, the Son creates, for all things are by the Son. Hence

it is manifest that God the Son is Creator and author of all

1 'H twv SKwv Apxh tfTl* mrciKOM- Ovtos \eytrai Ap)(r) OTt Ka''

otcu piv (K tov Bfov tov aoparov Kvpuvtt wdvrav St' avrov fcSij/uoupyi)-

npoiTT) (cot irpo altovtav. TtrvntoKcv He pevuiv. Theopk. Antioch. lib. ii.

to ptff {avrf/v Srravra yevopeva. Clem. Vid. ColobS.i. l8.

Alex. Strom, i. p. 669.
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things, as well as the Father; nor would the Apostle have used

the same latitude of expression in respect of both, (without any

the least guard, caution, or exception,) had he not so under

stood itm. I find an ancient writer, under the name of Igna

tius, though certainly later than Ignatius, concluding from this

very text that the n Son of God created all things. Whoever the

author was, the reasoning is true and just, agreeable to other

Scriptures, and to the unanimous sentiments of the primitive

Church. Some amongst us of late have affected very much to

say, that all things were created through the Son, rather than

by the Son. But they do not tell us the meaning of their quaint

distinction between by and through; nor indeed are they able,

in the present case, to make sense of it. Whether they say

through or by, all comes to the same thing, that the Father is

Creator by the operation of the Son : that is, both work toge

ther, (" my Father worketh hitherto, and I work ; what things

" soever he doth, these also doth the Son likewise,'" John v. 1 7,

19.) The operation is undivided, and the work one : °one crea

tion, and one Creator in all. But more of this in the sequel.

The next passage in order is Ephes. iii. 9. " God who ore-

" ated all things by Jesus Christ." The sense of this must be

the same with the former, and needs not any further comment.

The last words, " by Jesus Christ," are observed to have been

wanting in the most ancient copies ; and are therefore probably

presumed to be an addition to the text. If so, then this text

is nothing to our present purpose. I shall only remark, that

when this text is away, there will be but one left, in the whole

Scripture, where that particular form of expression is used, of

God's making the world by the Son. And that is Heb. i. a. " By

" whom also he made the worlds,"

m Omnia enim per Filium ex nihilo

substiterunt : et ad Deum ex quo

omnia, ad Filium vero per quern om

nia Apostolus retulit. Et non invenio

quid diHerat, cum per utrumque opus

sit virtutis ejusdem. Si enim ad uni-

rersitatis substantiam proprium ac

sufficiens creaturis esset quod ex Deo

sunt; quid habuit necessitatis memo-

rasse, quod qua? ex Deo sunt per

Christum sint, nisi quod unum idem

est,per Christum esse, et ex Deo esse ?

Hiiar. Trin. lib. viii. c. 38. p. 970.

D Upar&roicot natrnt ktiVcoii, ku\

9f6s Xrfyot" nai avros twolr)<rt ra irav-

ra. Xf'yft yap 6 dirooroXos. fls Q(6g

6 irariip, t'( oS ra itavra' kcu «r Kvpws

'itjaovs Xptoros, ii oirairdma. lgnat.

adscript. Epist. ad Tars. c. iv. p. 106.

Cotel.

Vid. etiam Tertull. contr. Prax. cap.

xxi. Atbanas. Orat. i. contr. Arian.

p. 134. C^ril. Hierosol. Catech. x.

0 curat SKKa Xpurroi Srjptovp-

ytipara, Kai a\\a irarpos. fu'a yap ij

vdvT(i)v drjpiovpyia' rov irarpos dca rov

vlov jTfjrojijiedros. Cyril. Catech. xi,

P- 143-
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The other places which make mention of the Son's creating

all things run in a somewhat different style ; saying only, that

the world, or all things, were made by him; not that God made

them through, or by him : which different way of expressing the

same thing is worth the observing, to keep us from two ex

tremes ; that we may not so interpret God's making all things

by the Son, as to exclude the Son from being properly Creator;

nor so interpret the Son's making all things, as to forget that

he is a Son, and as such refers all to the Father, as the Head

and Fountain of the Son himselfp.

I pass on to a famous passage in the first chapter of the

Epistle to the Colossians, which runs thus :

"Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of

" every creature: for by him were all things created, that are

" in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether

" they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers, all

" things were created by him, and for him. And he is before

" all things, and by him all things consist." (Coloss. i. 1 3, 16,

17.) Strong, lively, and magnificent expressions; plainly in

tended of a Person, the Son of God just before mentioned, (ver.

13.) so that here is no room for any Sabellian pretences; of a

Person preexisting before the world began, so that here is as

little left for the Socinian ; lastly of a Person who was before

all creatures, and made all creatures, which is enough to silence

the Arians. The last particular I am principally obliged to

speak to. In the Greek we have two expressions, lp airoS and

81 avrov, in him and by him, were all things created ; and also

ets avrbv, for him ; the same expression which we find used of

God the Father, probably, (Rom. xi. 36,) and is there rendered

to him. So now we have found eis avrbv ra navra, as before 81'

avrov to. n&vTa, equally applied to Father and Son : such expres

sions, so indifferently applied to either, have a meaning ; and

P The anonymous writer of " Mo- contenting himself with throwing in

" dest Pica, &c. continued," pretends two or three expressions, as explana-

that this concession of the Father's tory of the Father's being Head and

being Head and Fountain, &c. over- Fountain, (which are really not expla-

turns our whole scheme, (p. 39.) But natory, but a manifest perverting of

he does not attempt to shew how. the sense,) drops the point which it

Dr. Clarke and his adherents have concerned him to speak to. The ob-

been called upon more than once, to jection from subordination, long ago

make good their consequence from despised out of the mouth of Kuno-

subordination of order to inferiority mills, will not grow considerable

oinalure. (Sec my Defence, &c. vol. i. merely by being repeated, without

p. 448, 450, 535.) But this writer, any thing new to enforce it.
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did not drop by chance from inspired writers. But to consider

the passage more distinctly.

In respect of the words, '* first-born of every creature," our

translation comes not up to the force, or meaning, of the ori

ginal 1. It should have been, born (or begotten) before the whole

creation1 ; as is manifest from the context, which gives the reason

why he is said to be ttpcototokos -n&o-^ ktCo-sois. It is because

he is " before all things,"" and because by him were all things

created. So that this very passage, which, as it stands in our

translation, may seem to suppose the Son one of the creatures,

does, when rightly understood, clearly exempt him from the

number of creatures. He was before all created being, and con

sequently was himself uncreated, existing with the Father from

all eternity. But this by the way only, the better to introduce

what I have to observe further from this passage. Creation

is here ascribed to the Son in very full, clear, and expressive

terms. " All things not sublunary things only, not this infe

rior system, but " all things," whether above or below, " that

" are in heaven, and that are in earth ;" not inanimate things

only, or the inhabitants of this globe, but also what is remote

and distant; all things visible and invisible/ and not only all

rational creatures of an inferior rank and order, but the very

1 Mdro? Idiot v'tos rw 8fo> ytyiwr\- trm oaa if&mAtvaaro, tovtov top \6yov

roi, \6yot avrov imap^av Kai nptoro- eyevvrjac irpofpopticbv, nparoroKov ird-

rocor mi iwap.it. Justin. Mart. Ap. i. otjs ktiVcuc, &c. Theoph. Antioch. p.

p. 46. 129.
hp&TOTOKos aytyvrjTtf Qta tart. Primogenitus conditionis, ut Serrao

Ibid. p. 101. *Or mil \iyot itpar&ro- Creatoris per quem omnia facta sunt.

«>t t>» tov Qtou Km e«ot imapxtt. Quomotlo ante omnia, si non pri-

Ibid. p. 123. 6fo0 it, « tov ttvai mogenitus conditionis, si non Sermo

TtKvor vpotroroKov tS>v oXoiK mo-pa- Creatoris ? Tertull. contr. Marc. lib. v.

rav. Dial. p. 364. UptaroWoKov tov p. 486.

Otov, nil irpil itavrov tS>v KTiaparop. Primogenitus omnia creatura?

Ibid. p. 295. Tovto Tn omi £mb tov quoniam secundum divinitatem ante

irarpor jrpo/HXi/aVi/ ytwnpa, irpb wav- omnem creaturam ex Patre Deus Ser-

Ta>i» jroirjuuTwv ovvrjv Tm itarpi. mo processit. Novat. c. 16.

p. 187. Upb wavruv mr\at tuv HptoToroKov naaijt KTio-ftos, tov irpo

Atw. Ibid. p. 375* aluvav tiioKia tov irarpbt ytvyrfBtvra,

It is observable that Justin never oi KTiodivra. Constit. Apostol. 1. vii.

says Ttpb tS>v ak\»v KTKrpaTtov, but, c. 41.

simply and absolutely, before all crea- These passages are sufficient to

tures, clearly exempting the Son from shew how n-pcoTOTo/tor was understood

the number of creatures. by the earliest Christian writers. If

npirrov yiwnpa tlvai ru irarpi, oi% the reader desires to see it still fur-

it yw.pHvov &c. Atkenag. p. 38. tber explained, he cannot consult a

11,)" yap rt yinaOat, tovtov <(\f better than the great Athanasius.

"« u.i..i W, iavroii voiv kui <j-pwn<riv Oral. ii. contr. Arian. p. 530, &c.

wn' c'nrdtf ii i6t\r)o-tv 6 Qtbt noiij- 1 See John i. 30. irparros pov rjv.
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highest orders of angels or archangels : whether there be thrones

or dominions, principalities or powers ; they are all created in

and by him : not only so, but for him, or to him ; he is the final

as well as efficient Cause; as much as to say, that they are

made for his service and for his glory, the ultimate end of their

creation. And that it may not be suspected that they have

their dependence upon another, and not upon him ; or that in

him they do not live and move and hold their being ; the Apostle

adds further, that " by him all things consist. He is not Crea

tor only once, but perpetual Creator, being the Sustainer and

Preserver of the whole universe.

Is this the description of a creature ? or can any thing be said

higher or stronger even of God the Father, to signify his being

properly Creator and Preserver of the world s I

I go on to Heb. i. 2. where it is said " by whom (Christ)

" he (God) made the worlds to which is subjoined that he is

a-aavyaaixa, the " brightness (or effulgency) of his glory, and the

" express image of his person, and upholdeth all things by the

" word of his power," ver. 3. which I shall leave without further

comment, to be interpreted from what hath been said before,

that I may the sooner come to another passage in the same

chapter, so full and strong that all the wit of man can devise no

way to elude it.

" Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of

" the earth ; and the heavens are the works of thine hands.

" They shall perish ; but thou remainest : and they all shall wax

" old as doth a garment ; and as a vesture shalt thou fold them

" up, and they shall be changed : but thou art the same, and thy

" years shall not fail."

In the first place we may observe, that here the Sabellian

• The author of " Modest Plea, &c. contr. Eunom. lib. ii. p. 58.) did not

" continued," is pleased to say, (p. 36.) refuse to style the Son Creator. Other

that it is a " mean thing to confound Arians scrupled not to say, " Chri-

" the unlearned reader with the ambi- " stum colimus ut Creatorem," (vide

" guity of the terms Creator and Pre- Maxim, apud August, p. 663. ed.

" server." I hope he had not con- Bened.) We worship Christ as Crea-

sidered how plainly the Scripture has tor. If this writer had but as ho-

taught, what he thinks it so mean to nourable thoughts of God the Son,

say ; nor how frequent it was with as the generality of the ancient Arians

the early Fathers, as high as the se- had, he could not find fault with these

cond century, to apply those very or the like expressions ; if he has not,

titles expressly to God the Son. This I leave him to reflect how mean a

was the constant Catholic language, thing it is to pretend to exceed even

insomuch that the old Arians, and the most refined Arxanism, and at the

even Eunomius himself (see Basil, same time to admit the grossest.
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pretences are fully obviated. The characters are all plainly

personal, both in this chapter, and in the Psalm from whence

this is quoted. The Socinian subtilties about the renovation of

the moral world are as light and empty as the other : the words

are as express as the first chapter of Genesis, for the material

earth and heavens : besides that it can never be explained how

the new creation and moral world shall " wax old as doth a gar-

" nient," or be " folded up as a vesture,'" or be changed and

perish. The Arian can deal no better with this passage than

either of the two former. It is the Jehovah and God of Israel

who is here spoken of, as is plain from the Psalm whence this

is taken, and it is now applied by the sacred writer to Christ.

The hea vens are here said to have been the " works of his hands,"

and be it was (it is not said, another through him) that " laid the

" foundation of the earth." Here are none of the prepositions

iv, or 8ia, by or through, to criticise upon. Those pretences,

however serviceable at other times, can have no place here. If

therefore either plain and strong words have any sense, or Scrip

ture any weight, God the Son is and must be Creator, properly

and strictly so, maugre all the endeavours of weak and vain men

to the contrary.

Seeing then that this passage is so full and clear, that neither

Socinians, Sabellians, nor Arians, can any way work it into any

of their schemes, what must be done next ? ' Some of them have

been willing to think, and bold enough to say, that these four

verses were fraudulently added, and were not originally a part

of this Epistle. But all the copies and ancient versions of this

Epistle retain these four verses : so that any pretence of forgery

or interpolation does but expose the man that makes it, and the

cause that needs it. The last pretence is, that this passage is

intended of God the Father, and not of Christ. But the whole

context, and the whole scope and drift of the author, in citing

these verses, are sufficient to confute that conceit: nor would

any one, that has not an hypothesis to serve, ever suspect that

the words were intended of any other but Christ, to whom they

are so manifestly applied. Thus was the passage understood

(and never otherwise that I know of) in the fourth and fifth

centuries, and cited in proof of Christ's being properly Creator ;

* Judgment of the Fathers, p. 30. u See my Defence, vol. i. p. 329.
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not only by *Athanasius, Ambrose, Austin, Chrysostom, and

Cyril of Alexandria, but by the elder Cyril too, who has been

generally thought a very moderate man, and not much a favourer

of Athanasius, though he retained the same faith. But enough

of this. From what hath been said it appears now plainly and

undeniably, that God the Son is properly Creator of the world.

It was he that " laid the foundation of the earth," and the " hea-

" vens are the works of his hands.'" If there be any doubt in

respect of the other texts, as not being full and explicit enough,

there can be none in respect of this : so that, at length, we see

Scripture itself has put an end to the disputes about the prepo

sitions ev and 5ta, in, by, or through, and shews that all the criti

cisms of our adversaries about them, if intended to prove that

God the Son is not properly Creator, are groundless and false.

But if any thing else be intended, they are not pertinent to the

cause in hand.

I may here observe to you further, by the way, that those

gentlemen who retreat to that subterfuge, that they may appear

at least to have something to say, do not themselves know

distinctly what they mean by it. Is it that God made the world

by Christ, as he "wrought special miracles by the hands of

" Paul?" (Acts xix. u.) Is the Father in such a sense the

efficient, and the Son the ministering Cause? They do not, ythey

dare not say it. For, besides this plain text, out of the Epistle

to the Hebrews, directly against it, they cannot but know that

the whole Catholic Church, down from Barnabas, (that is, from

the days of the Apostles.) were of another mind; that even

Origen and Eusebius, their two favourite authors, would con

demn them; and that the soberer Arians themselves were so

far orthodox, as to allow a proper efficiency to the Son, in the

work of creation, Scripture and tradition running clear and

strong for it. Since therefore a proper efficiency must be ad-

x Athanas. torn. i. p. 440, 461, 685. created the world by the power of the

torn. iL p. 10. Chrysost. in Joh. p. Father: but he does not deny that

44. Cyril. Alexand. Thesaur. p. 126, he created it by his own power 1 that

205. Cyril. Hierosol. Cateches. p. 221. would be too plainly running counter

Pseudo-Justin, p. 296. ed. Sylburg. to Scripture and the whole Catho-

Ambros. de Fid. 1. v. c. 2. Augustin. lie Church ; and betraying meaner

contr. Maxim. 1. ii. p. 741. Greg, thoughts of Christ than the generality

Nyss. contr. Eum. 1. iv. p. 542. of the ancient Arians appear to have

v Dr. Clarke, indeed, says, (Script, had. See above, p. 49.

Doctr. p. 269. 2d ed.) that the Son
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mitted, what can they pretend next i That the Son's efficiency

reached not so far, was not of the same extent, as the Father's ?

But here Scripture, express Scripture, comes in, and precludes

every pretence of this nature. " All things were made by him,"

says St. John, (John i. 3.) not a single thing without him: all

things, says St. Paul, (Eph. iii. 9.) and again, all things by the

Son, the same, and therefore as many things as of the Father,

(1 Cor. viii. 6.) and again, " all things visible and invisible," &c.

Coloss. i. 16. If therefore a proper efficiency, and of the same

extent, must be allowed, what will our adversaries allege further

to lessen it ? Will they say that it is not the same in kind ? that

the Father, for example, created ; the Son only framed or mo

delled ? But neither will this pretence serve any better than the

former : for then it would not have been said that the Father

made or created the world, or all things, by his Son, but framed

and modelled only. And yet we have every word applied in this

case, that can be supposed to carry any weight or significancy ;

■nivra iytvtro, says St. John, all things were made, not framed

or modelled only. Or if KtiCf.w, to create, be stronger, irAvra Ik-

riadr], all things were created, twice over by St. Paul, Coloss. i.

1 6. Or if irouZv be imagined to signify something more, we have

that word also, 81' ov tovs al&vas iiroiri<Tcv, " by whom also he

" made the worlds," Heb. i. a.

If then the Son's efficiency be proper, and of the same extent,

and of the same kind with the Father's, let our adversaries tell

us what they would have next I They will say still, the Son is

subordinate. Right ; and so long as they take the other consi

derations along with it, that he is efficient in a proper sense, in

the same kind, and in the same extent, as the Father is, we

shall not dispute the point of subordination with them. The

Father is primarily Creator, as the first in order, the Son

secondarily, as second in order ; and they are both one Crea

tor, as they are one in nature, in power, and in operation. This

is the Catholic faith, which was before Arianism ; and will bo

after it.

Thus far I have proceeded in the proof of my position from

the New Testament : and there is no further need of any other.

But since the ancients have also made use of several texts of the

Old Testament, it will be proper to take a short view of them

also ; not so much to confirm what has been before proved and

wants no confirmation, as to explain and illustrate it something
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further, and withal to give us a clearer idea of the sentiments of

the primitivo writers on this head.

In the first chapter of Genesis, ver. 26, God is introduced,

speaking in the plural number, " Let us make man in oitr

" image, after our likeness." This text has been understood

of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, (or at least of Father and

Son,) by the whole stream of Christian writers, down from the

times of the Apostles. The Christians were not singular in

thinking that the text intimated a plurality. The Jews before,

and after, believed so too, as appears from Philo, and Justin Mar

tyr's Dialogue with Trypho the Jew ; only they interpreted the

text of God and his angels, which the Christians understood of

the Persons of the Trinity. Justin Martyr and others made

very good use of it against the Jews, observing how absurd it

was to suppose that angels could be joined in that manner with

God the Father, and be able to create man, or any thing.

Thus far at least we may infer from their manner of using

this text, and their reasonings upon it, that the Christian

Church, in general, believed Father, Son, and Holy Ghost to

create, as it were, in concert, and every Person of the Trinity

to be properly Creator.

This will appear further from another text of the Old Testa

ment, which they cite very frequently to the same purpose. It

is Psalm xxxiii. 6. " By the word of the Lord were the hea-

" vens made, and all the hosts of them by the breath of his

" mouth :" or, as it may be understood, by his Word, and by

his Spirit. This they interpreted of the Aoyos, or Word, which

St. John speaks of, and of the Holy Ghost. Which interpreta

tion z obtained very early in the second century, and was gene

rally received afterwards. It must indeed be presumed that

those early writers would not have entirely founded any doctrine

of that moment on texts so very capable of another construction.

But having already imbibed the principles of Christianity from

the New Testament and Catholic tradition, they easily believed

that those texts intended such a sense, when they knew from

1 Theoph. Antioch. p. 21. Ox. ed. contr. Eunom. lib. iii. p. 82, 110.

Irenseus, p. 98, 183. ed. Bened. Hip- Greg. Nazianz. Orat. xliv. p. 714.

polyt. contr. Noet. cap. xii. p. 14. Epiph. Anchorat. p. 29. Pseudo-Jus-

rertull. contr. Prax. cap. vii. p. 503. tin. Expos. Fid. p. 296. Sylb. ed.

Origen. in Joh. p. 43. Euseb. Prsep. Pseudo-Ambros.de Symb. Apost. lib.

Evan. lib. vii. cap. 12. lib. xi. cap. 14. vi. p. 324. ed. Bened.

in Ps. p. 125. Athanas. p. 694. Basil.
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other evidences, that that sense was a truth, whether taught

there or no.

Here again I must observe, that whether the text of the

Psalms proves any thing or nothing to the point in hand, its

being used formerly, in favour of such a doctrine, shews that

that doctrine was then received, and was the faith of the

Church.

There are two texts more out of Psalms, which I may put

together, being both of the same import and significancy.

Ps. xxxiii. 9. " He spake, and it was donej he commanded,

" and it stood fast.1' The other is Ps. cxlviii. 5. " He com-

" manded, and they were created."

These the aancients understood of the three Persons; the

Father being supposed to issue out his orders or commands for

the creation, and the Son and Holy Ghost to execute or fulfil

them. This notion bobtained among the Ante-Nicene and Post-

Nicene writers ; and seems to have been grounded chiefly upon

those two passages out of the Psalms, and some expressions in

the first chapter of Genesis0. What led the Fathers to take

the more notice of those places, was the singular use they might

be of in their disputes with Jews and Heretics. The Jews

denied the divinity, or rather the distinct personality of the

Adyos, or Word. They were not to be confuted out of the

New Testament, (which was of no authority with the Jews,)

but out of the Old, which both sides equally admitted. Hence

it became the more necessary to search the Old Testament for

proofs of the divinity or distinct personality of Christ. Now it

was thought that no person would be introduced as giving out

orders or commands to himself, but that such expressions denoted

a plurality of persons. Who then could these other Persons

be that received the commands ? They could not be angels or

archangels: why? because the orders were such as no angels

could execute"1. They were orders to create man, and the whole

» Irenaeus, p. 118, 183, 169, 288. de Sp. Sanct. cap. 16. Cyril. Hierosol.

Epist. Svnod. Antioch. Labb. torn. i. p. 146. Ox. ed. Hilar, p. 325, 837,

p. 845. Orig. in Joh. p. 18, 61 . Contr. 840. Athanas. p. 2 16, 499. See others

Cels. p. 63, 317, 79. Euseb. Praepar. cited in Petav. lib. ii. c. 7. p. 141.

Evang. lib. vii. cap. 12. in Psal. p. c Vid. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. xii.

125. Athanas. p. 216, 499. Cyril, p. 506. Hilar, de Trin. lib. iv. p. 836.

Catech. xi. p. 143, 147. Hilar, de Athanas. Orat. ii. p. 499.

Trin. lib. iv. p. 837. a Ov yap,&rrtp 17 nap v/iiv Xtyofievrj

b Irenaeus, lib. iv. cap. 38. p. 285. a"p«ris 8ery/«mf«t, <^>alr)vav e'ya akrj8is
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universe. None lees than God'a own Son and Holy Spirit could

be equal to such a charge. There are therefore two divine

Persons, or at least one, besides the Father. This was their

argument from the Old Testament against the Jews. They had,

besides, almost the like occasion to make use of the very same

argument against heretics; against the Sabellians especially,

and sometimes Arians. For, as many as had a mind to prove

that the Person of the Father, and he only, was God, were

wont to plead that Moses and the Prophets knew of no other

real Person that was God besides him; quoting Deut. vi. 4.

(" Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord and other

passages of the Old Testament of like import. Had this pre

tence been true, it would not have weakened the belief of a

Trinity of Persons, founded upon a fuller and clearer discovery

made by the Gospel. But they thought there were sufficient

(though in some measure obscure) intimations given of a plu

rality of real Persons in the Old Testament ; and accordingly

they alleged those texts which I have mentioned, and abundance

more too tedious to recite ; insisting upon it, that Moses and

the Prophets had asserted a plurality of divine Persons ; and

that, notwithstanding their doctrine of the Unity of God, they

had actually applied the titles of God, Lord, Jehovah, &c. to

more Persons than one ; and that it was not the Father singly,

but he, and his Son, and Holy Spirit, that created the world.

The last particular (as I have before observed) they inferred

from the texts which I have here cited out of the Psalms, and

from others of like import. I have dwelt the longer upon this

bvvavrai, on ayvtAotr ?Xty«i>, rj on

dyyi\u>v TToirjfia rjv to 0"a>pa to d>6pa>-

TTftov. ftXXn TOVTO t6 Ttp oVrt and tov

Itarpbt irpof3\r)dfv yivvrfpa, wpb ndvrav

rwv iroiijfiaTtav gvvtjv rep warp\, Ka\

Tovrta 6 nartjp irpoaoptkd (tort, trpoff-

a>/uX«.) Just. Dial. p. 187. Jebb.

Tantus Deus, et ipse est qui

per semetipsum constituit et elegit et

adornavit, et continet omnia Non

ergo angeli fecerunt nos nec nog

plasmaverunt, nec angeli potuerunt

imaginem facere Dei; nec alius quis

prater verbum Domini, nec virtus

longe absistens a Patre universorum.

Nec enim indigebat horum Deus ad

faciendum quae ipse pradefinierat fieri,

quasi ipse suas non baberct manus.

Adest enim ei semper Verbum et Sa-

pientia, Filius et Sjriritus, per quos,

et in quibus omnia libere et sponte

fecit, ad quos et loquitur dicens, Fa-

ciamus hominem, &c. Jren. lib. iv.

cap. 20. p. 253.

Nihil in totum Diabolus invenitur

fecisse, videlicet cum et ipse creatura

sit Dei, quemadmodum et reliqui

angeli. Iren. p. 288.

Et yap i'wtitXaro o 0«ur, tent {ktIoOti

to hrip.iovpyi)para, Tit nv icara to dpi"

aicov tw irpotprjTtKa nvcvpari, etij it rr/v

Trj\ucavrr)v tov irarput ivroXrjv iicnXrj-

puaat bvvrjfats, q 6 (iv ovto)S dvoudw)

tptyvxof Xdyoe Kai dXrj$€La rvy^dvuv,

Orig. conir. Cels. lib. ii. p. 63.



8ERM. II. 05provedfrom Creation.

matter, because some persons, upon their first reading of the

Ante-Nicene Fathers, (meeting with those passages where the

Father is said to have commanded, and the Son to have executed

his orders,) are apt either to be offended at them, or to draw

strange conclusions from them : not considering that such men

as Athanasius, Basil, and Cyril, made no scruple of them, under

standing very well what such expressions meant at that time,

and with what view they were intended e. The patrons of

Arianism will never be able to serve their cause at all by them.

They would indeed gladly infer, that since the Father is intro

duced as commanding, and the Son as fulfilling, that therefore

the Son was supposed of an inferior nature to the Father. But

if they please to take a view of the whole argument, as it stands

in the primitive writers, they will find that the very contrary is

the truth. For the argument is this : the Father is represented

in Scripture as giving out commands for the creation of the

universe: no inferior person, no angel or archangel, no f creature

whatever, could be equal to the office, or able to execute those

commands : therefore there must be some other Person or

Persons, distinct from the Father, and superior to all creatures ;

and those are his Son, and his Holy Spirit. Thus we see, that

the primitive writers proceeded upon a supposition directly

opposite to what the Arians pretend : for had they supposed

the Son and Holy Ghost to be creatures, there had been no

force at all in their argument ; nor could they, in that way,

have proved that there was any Son or Holy Ghost at all. But

admitting that the work of creation was too big for any creature,

and admitting at the same time that there were other Persons,

besides the Father, who created the world ; the consequence is

very clear, that there are more divine uncreated Persons than

one ; and thus the doctrine of a coeternal Trinity is established.

I must entreat you to observe, that I do not take upon mo to

maintain the whole premises, which those ancient writers went

upon. I think the argument from those texts is barely probable :

I do not apprehend that a plurality of Persons can certainly

be inferred, merely from such forms of expression, where the

Father is said to have commanded, and things were created.

* See the meaning of them clearly f See the quotations from Irenseus

opened and explained by Athanasius. especially.

Orat. ii. p. 499.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. F
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The style is not improper or unsuitable, as I humbly conceive,

though the Father were supposed the only Person concerned

in creating. It is a handsome way of expressing that to will or

to do is with God one and the same thing. Allthat I intend

is, that the Fathers, who made use of that way of reasoning,

believed that God the Son was properly Creator (otherwise

there is neither force nor pertinency in their argument) and

properly divine. As to the argument itself, they had no need

of it, but in occasional disputes, where it might be of some

service, ad homines at least ; or where the New Testament

proofs, on which they chiefly grounded their doctrine, could not

be admitted at all.

I shall now just give you a brief summary of the doctrine of

the primitive Church, in this article, and then take my leave of

you for this time. They believed that Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost, were distinct Persons, and all jointly concerned in the

creation of the world ; not as many Creators, but as one

Creator ; not dividing the work into parts, but as concurring

in the whole, and in every part. Man, and every man, was

supposed the creature of the whole Trinity ; and so also the

universe, and every part of the universe, was believed to be the

creature of all, there being no creatures of the Father's but what

were likewise creatures of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Yet

they admitted some distinction in the manner of operation,

reserving to the Father, as first Person, some sort of preemi

nence in every thing. He was primarily considered as Creator

by the operation of the Son and of the Holy Spirit ; but without

excluding them from a proper efficiency. So far from it, that

they chose rather to represent the Fatlier as willing or designing,

and the two other Persons as acting and executing ; contributing,

as it were, but in subordination to one Head, to the beginning,

the growth, and the perfection of every work. They ventured

no further, nor was it proper to indulge imagination in a matter

so sublime, and above the comprehension of men or angels. It

is sufficient to know, that the creation was the effect of three

Persons, whose operations were undivided, as their nature and

essence is ; and whose powers, perfections, and glory are one.

But I must not anticipate what more properly belongs to my

second head of discourse.

Having shewn from Scripture, that God the Son is strictly
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and properly Creator of men, of angels, and of the whole uni

verse, I am next to consider the force of the argument deducible

from it, in favour of Christ's divinity. But the first part having

already taken up the full time allowable in discourses of this

nature, I must be content to defer the remainder to another

opportunity.



Christ properly Creator :

OR

CHRIST'S DIVINITY

PROVED FROM CREATION.

The third Sermon preached November 4, 17 19.

John i. 3.

All things were made by him, and without him was not any thing

made that was made.

In discoursing on these words, I proposed three things :

1. To shew that God the Son, a distinct Person from God

the Father, is strictly and properly Creator, and efficient Cause

of all things.

2. To consider the force of the argument arising from it, in

favour of Christ's divinity.

3. To make some reflections and observations upon the whole,

for our further improvement.

I had then no more time than was necessary to be taken up

in making good my first position : which, I hope, I have clearly

shewn to be founded in express words of Scripture, and con

firmed all along by the unanimous suffrage of Catholic antiquity.

The two remaining parts I reserved for the subject-matter of

our present meditations. I proceed then to my second general

head of discourse.

II. To consider the force of the argument, in respect of

Christ's divinity, contained in this ; that he is properly Creator

of men, of angels, of all things. I shall consider it under three

views, debating the point distinctly, from the reason of the thing,

from Scripture, and from antiquity.
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i. From the reason of the thing. I shall not here treat of

the subject in the scholastic way ; which would afford but dry

entertainment: besides that, the argument would suffer by it,

and lose much of its force and efficacy. There is sometimes in

moral probabilities an irresistible strength, little short of the

strictest demonstration. There is something so affecting and

sensible under them, that they cannot fail of making their way

into every well-disposed and ingenuous mind: and so it often

happens that they do as infallibly (and more agreeably) win

over our assent, as demonstration can force it. To come to

the business in hand : God the Son is Creator of all things.

On that foundation I am to proceed : and when I say Creator,

I include Sustainer and Preserver. Let us then distinctly con

sider him :

1. As Creator of man.

2. As Creator of the earth, and of all things in it.

3. As Creator of the heavens, with all their host.

4. As Creator of angels and archangels, thrones and dominions,

principalities and powers, which live, and move, and have their

being from, and in, the Son of God.

I do not heighten or rhetoricate at all, in these particulars.

They are no more than strict and close comment upon Coloss.

i. 16. and Heb. i. 10. only branching out into parts what is there

couched and comprised in few words.

1 . First then, let us consider our blessed Lord as Creator of

man, of all men living quite round the globe ; of all that have

lived and died from Adam down to this day. I leave it to the

anatomists and physiologists to describe the wonderful mechanism

and exquisite workmanship of the human body : the erect pos

ture, the figure and shape, the size and stature, the structure

and use of every part, and the symmetry of the whole ; which

carry in them uncontestable proofs of the skill, and the con

trivance, and the consummate wisdom of him that made us.

How many lectures might be read upon the fabric of the eye,

the texture of the brain, the configuration of the muscles, and

disposition of the nerves, or glands; all bearing testimony to

the power and greatness of the Son of God ; of whom we may

now say, that " he hath set the members every one of them in

" the body, as it hath pleased him;" and hath so " tempered

" the body together," as admirably to answer all the wise ends

and purposes designed by him. The same wisdom, which is
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visible in every single individual, reaches at the same time to

the whole species round the globe. All are supported, sustained,

and actuated by God the Son, in " whom all things consist."

He is equally present to all, supplying motion, nutriment, and

strength to every individual, extending his providential care to

the ends of the earth, and in one comprehensive view grasping

the whole system. For,

3. We are to consider him as Creator of the terraqueous

globe, the earth and all things in it. He " has laid the founda-

" tions thereof," divided it into sea and land, garnished it with

plants, trees, and flowers, stocked it with living creatures for

the use of man, and plentifully furnished it with the most grate

ful and unexpressible variety. Every herb that grows, every

spire of grass that springs up, every creeping thing that moveth

upon the face of the earth, proclaims the wisdom of its Maker,

sounds forth the praises of the Son of God. I may here apply

the words of the Psalmist, which, whether meant of Father or

Son, are certainly applicable to both. " Praise the Lord from

" the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps : fire, and hail ; snow,

" and vapours ; stormy wind fulfilling his word : mountains, and

" all hills ; fruitful trees, and all cedars : beasts, and all cattle ;

" creeping things, and flying fowl : kings of the earth, and all

*' people ; princes, and all judges of the earth : both young men,

" and maidens ; old men, and children : let them praise the

" name of the Lord : for his name alone is excellent ; his glory

" is above the earth and heaven." Psalm cxlviii. It would lead

me too far off from my purpose to consider, or to enumerate,

the many legible characters of a wisdom and power nothing

short of divine, which are every where discoverable within and

without this earth whereon we live. These I leave to the

naturalists to describe. No man that considers its stupendous

size, or bulk alone, but must think it a work too august and

great for any thing less than a divine architect. We have often

triumphed over atheists upon this head, alleging that no power

or wisdom less than infinite could be equal to the task. The

very same topics, to such as believe the Scriptures, may be as

justly urged for the divinity of God the Son. It was his hand

that made all these things, and by his power they are sustained

and held together. And yet these are little things, and as

nothing in comparison. For,

3. We are thirdly to consider, that the heavens also are the
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" works of his hands." That huge and vast compass, that

immense region of ether, and therein the sun, with its planetary

chorus dancing round it, the fixed stars, (perhaps suns too, with

their planets rolling about them,) whatever modern much im

proved astronomy has discovered, or whatever yet further dis

coveries future ages may bring to light ; all things visible and

invisible have the Son of God for their Creator, Sustainer, and

Preserver. If we survey the magnitude of the heavenly bodies,

some smaller, most vastly bigger than our own globe, all of an

amazing size and greatness ; if we consider the nice proportion

of their distances, the regularity of their situations, the harmony

of their courses, and uniformity of all their motions; they can

not but raise in us an idea of the infinite power, wisdom, and

greatness of him that made them. This is a theme of very wide

extent, and has been often and excellently handled in defence

of our common religion, against the atheists and sceptics of out

age or nation. It is with pleasure I observe, that the same

topics (only taking in those Scriptures which they and we own)

will almost equally serve against Arians or Socinians, or any

that presume to deny the divinity of God the Son. It is clear

from the Sacred Writ, that he " created" all things, and that

by him •' all things consist:" and therefore it is evident, that all

the marks of wisdom, power, or majesty, discoverable in this

grand palace, and august structure of the universe, are so many

arguments of his divinity, and proclaim him to be the eternal

and omnipotent God. I have one particular more to urge under

this head. Hitherto I have been speaking of sun, moon, and

stars, prodigiously great, but yet inanimate bodies ; and crea

tures less perfect than we ourselves are, who make a part,

though the lowest part, of the rational creation. We are fur

ther to consider,

4. That the very angels themselves, the top, surely, of the

creation, those bright intelligences, and glorious ministers of the

court of heaven, are the creatures and workmanship of the Son

of God. Whether they be thrones or dominions, principalities

or powers, they were all created, not only by him, but for him.

Myriads of those heavenly spirits are continually serving and

praising him. To him they owe their perfections, their strength,

their glory, their life, their very being ; and on him they depend

for their support and sustenance. I shall proceed no further :

I have said enough. I leave it to any man of plain good sense,
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and common discernment, to pass a judgment, whether, sup

posing these facts be true, (and they are true, if pluin Scripture

bo so,) any longer doubt can be made of the real and essential

divinity of the Son of God. If any one tells me, after all, that

this does not amount to strict demonstration, because we cannot

make a certain estimate of the scale of being, nor define peremp

torily what degrees of perfection there may be short of infinite ;

I say, if any one urges this, I should allow that there is not

what may be called strict demonstration : but it is demonstration

that the evidence is such as ought to convince every wise and

considerate man ; and such as ought to have the same effect

upon the mind as a thousand demonstrations. There are many

things not capable of strict demonstration; and yet so evident

and undoubted, that a man would forfeit the very character of

sobriety and common sense, that should seriously make the least

question of thorn. I might mention, for instance, the existence

of the world about us ; which good philosophers have thought

not capable of strict demonstration. But a man would hardly

be supposed well in his wits, that should seriously entertain any

the least doubt or suspicion concerning it. His eyes, his ears,

and all his senses bear testimony to the truth and certainty of

it : and if it be not strictly demonstrable in the rational way,

yet this is demonstrable, that the nature and circumstances of

men are such, that he both may and must believe it. The

same, in a great measure, I am persuaded, is the case which I

have been mentioning. For, allowing the first position, that

the Son of God is properly Creator of men, of angels, and of the

universe ; there is no man that attends to it, and considers it

in its full latitude, but must come to this conclusion, that the

Son of God is no creature, nor any thing less than the eternal

and infinite God. So much for my first head of argument, from

the nature and reason of the thing itself. My second head of

argument is from Scripture-texts.

2. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the same who

had told us, in his first chapter, that the Son had " laid the

" foundation of the earth," and that the " heavens were the

" works of his hands ;" I say, the same author observes, ch. iii.

ver. 4, that " he that built all things is God ;" thus establishing

the very conclusion which we are seeking after, as he had before

done the premises. This, considered as a general maxim, must

be applicable to the particular instance of God the Son, if it was
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he that " built all things," as hath been proved : nay, it is

reasonable to believe that the Apostle intended it particularly

of God the Son. This construction is very suitable to the

argument which the author was upon, in that chapter ; and to

the high things spoken of the Son in chapter the first : there is

nothing in the context but what extremely favours and confirms

it ; except it be that, verse the sixth, it is said, " Christ as a

" Son over his own house," intimating as if he was not that

Person before spoken of, (who is called God, ver. 4,) but Son of

that Person. But to this it may be replied, that the author

was here setting forth the preference of Christ above Moses :

the comparison was between those two persons only. How the

Person of the Father came in here, is not easy to account : but

understanding it of the Person of the Son, the sense is clear,

the argument proper and pertinent. As to his being called

God in the fourth verse, and Son in the sixth, it was very proper

and significant, because he is so God, as withal to be Son of

God, or God of God.

T proceed now to another text, Rom. i. 20. " The invisible

" things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,

" being understood by the things that are made, even his eter-

" nal power and Godhead ; so that they are without excuse."1

If then, as the Apostle here testifies, the work of creation pro

claims the eternity and divinity of its Creator, it will follow from

thence, that God the Son as Creator must be eternal, and

strictly divine. I am sensible that St. Paul's argument may

be taken under another view. For it may mean, not that the

magnificence or greatness of the work proves that every Creator

must be eternal, or God; but that there must be one eternal

first Cause of all things ; otherwise there would be a progress of

causes, one higher than another, in infinitum, which is absurd.

The first construction I take to be the more probable, as it is

more obvious to common capacities, and as the argument in

that view strikes the more sensibly, being such as few could

miss of ; and therefore the Gentiles were without excuse, for not

attending to it. However this be, I lay no great stress upon it,

designing a more general, and, I think, more convincing argu

ment out of Scripture, than I have hitherto mentioned ; which

is this : that the work of creation is every where represented as

the certain mark and characteristic of the true God. It is the

favourite topic which God is pleased to insist most upon, when
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ever he would either distinguish his own peculiar majesty and

power, above and beyond all the gods of the nations, or when

he would excite in his people the highest idea possible, suitable

to his transcendent excellency and peerless perfections. Number

less are the texts of the Old Testament, which might be cited to

this purpose. I shall single out as many as may serve to give a

due light and force to the present argument.

Hezekiah, in his prayer to God, thus expresses himself : " 0

" Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubims,

" thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the

" earth." Then follows the reason why he is so eminently distin

guished, and so infinitely superior to all others : "Thou hast made

" heaven and earth." 2 Kings xix. 15.

Job, describing the supereminent majesty of the one true God,

thus elegantly sets it forth : "He stretcheth out the north over

" the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. He

" bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds ; and the cloud is

" not rent under them The pillars of heaven tremble, and

" are astonished at his reproof. He divideth the sea with his

" power. By his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens ; his

" hand hath formed the crooked serpent." Job xxvi. 7, &c.

In the Psalms we meet with a great deal to the same pur

pose. " The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firma-

" ment sheweth his handywork." Ps. xix. I. " All the gods of

" the nations are idols : but the Lord made the heavens." Ps.

xcvi. 5. " The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine : as

" for the world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them.

" The north and the south, thou hast created them." Ps. Ixxxix.

11, 12.

More to the same effect occurs perpetually in the Prophets.

I shall cite a few examples only. " Lift up your eyes on high,

" and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out

" their host by number," &c. Isa. xl. 26. " Who hath mea-

" sured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out

" heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth

" in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the

" hills in a balance?" Isa. xl. 12. "Thus saith God the Lord,

" he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that

" spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it," &o.

Isa. xlii. 5. " Thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob,

" and he that formed thee, O Israel." Isa. xliii. 1. So again;
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" I am the Lord, and there is none elae. I form the light, and

" create darkness." Isa. xlv. 6, 7. " I have made the earth,

" and created man upon it ; I, even my hands, have stretched

" out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded.1'' Isa.

xlv. 12. "Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have

" not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish

" from the earth, and from under these heavens. He hath

" made the earth by his power, he hath established the world

" by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his

"discretion." Jer. x. 11, 12.

It would be tedious to add more texts. These are sufficient

to shew what a particular stress and emphasis is laid upon

God's being Creator of all things. It is the distinguishing cha

racter of the one true God ; and whenever Scripture intended

to raise in men's minds such esteem and veneration as they

ought to have for the supreme God of Israel, nothing higher

or greater could be said than this, that he had created the

universe, had " laid the foundations of the earth,11 and that

the " heavens were the works of his hands." (See Psalm cii.

25, 26.) This is further confirmed from the New Testament,

Bom. i. 25, where St. Paul directs us to worship the Creator,

in opposition to all creature-worship. From whence it is plain

that the Apostle supposes the Creator, or Person creating, to

be no creature, but God " blessed for ever :" from whence also,

by the way, we may remark that Scripture knows no medium

between God and creature, but includes all things and all persons

whatever under that distinction ; as does also antiquity unani

mously, and all sound philosophy, and the common sense and

reason of mankind. But to proceed.

Seeing then that the title of Creator is thus magnificently and

elegantly set forth in holy Scripture, as the distinguishing mark

of eminency, the epitome of all perfection, and the sure and cer

tain character of true Divinity : if nothing higher or stronger

can be thought on, to raise in us the most sublime, awful, and

exalted idea of the supreme God of Israel; and if the Son of

God be plainly and evidently set forth to us under this same

high character : if he created all things, visible and invisible ; if

he " laid the foundations of the earth," and if the " heavens are

" the works of his hands if these be the premises, let any man

of common abilities, that has not his faculties foreclosed, or is

not steeled against conviction, be left to draw the conclusion.
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To say of God the Son, that he is the Maker of the world, of

the kinds in it, as well as of the grand palace itself, (as a late

ingenious author* expresses it,) is to say as much and as high of

him, as it is possible to say or to conceive of any other person,

however named : because the whole that we can naturally know

or apprehend of God, his powers or perfections, is only what we

can infer from his work of creation. Hence it is, that Socinians

and Sabellians have joined with the Catholics in condemning the

Arians for making two or more creators, the same in effect with

two eternal gods: and since there is no way of avoiding it, but

either by saying that Father and Son are one Creator, or else

denying the Son to be Creator at all ; those gentlemen have

chose the latter, rather than part with their main principle,

that the " unity of God is an unity of Person." But then they

manifestly run counter to Scripture, which evidently makes the

Son of God Creator, as I have before shewn.

3. 1 proceed now, thirdly, to inquire into the sentiments of

the ancients, upon this head ; whether they thought it did not

exceed the power of a creature to create any thing, or whether

the work of creating was not looked upon as a work properly

divine, belonging to God only. It does not appear that any,

except heretics, ever dogmatically'' ascribed the work of creation,

or any part of it, to any creature.

Simon Magus, borrowing his sentiments from the Platonic

philosophy, did not scruple to assert, even in the times of the

Apostles, that this lower world was made by cangels. After

him, dMenander, eSaturninus, fBasilides, sCarpocrates, hCerin-

thus, with the infamous crew of Gnostics, taught the same, or

very nearly the same doctrine ; and this within the first century.

Cerdo and Marcion of the second century have been thought by

some to have asserted the same principles in the main, differing

rather in words than in reality1. The Valentinians also were

so far in the sentiments of the Gnostics, as to ascribe the crea

tion of the lower world to a creature of their own devising, whom

■ Mr. Nye, Explication of the Di- appears of it, but the contrary,

vine Unity, p. 91. c Irenseus lib. i. cap. 23. p. 09.

b Origen indeed seems to have in- d Ibid. p. 100. e Ibid,

dulged some fanciful conjectures that f Ibid. p. 101.

way, in some of his looser writings, s Ibid. p. 103.

if they be his. (See Comm. in Joh. h Ibid. p. 105.

p. 42, 43.) But in his more accurate ' Vid. Dissert. Praev. ad Iren. et

and certainly genuine works, nothing Bened. p. 70.
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they called Demiurgus, or Creator. These wild and vain con

ceits were utterly detested by the sober Catholics ; who would

not so much as hear of any angel or archangel's creating the

world, or any part of it ; but ascribed it wholly to the joint

operation of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. It appears to have

been a rule and maxim of the Church, in Irenaeus's timek, and

probably all along, that no creature whatever could have any

hand in creating ; but that creating was an indisputable mark of

a divine immutable nature. These principles seem to have ob

tained constantly in the Church long before the Nicene Council.

No sooner did the Arian controversy arise, but the Catholics,

upon their old principles, charged the Arians with great incon

sistency, as making a creature of the Son of God, and yet admit

ting him to be Creator. They scrupled not to tell them, that

this was copying after Valentinus, and reviving the principles of

the Gnostics : that it was confounding the ideas of Creator and

creature, and was all over contradictory and repugnant. No

argument bore harder upon the Arians than this, as appears by

the perplexity and confusion they were in upon it ; not being

able to come to any fixed and certain resolution in it. Scrip

ture and Catholic tradition appear clear, full, and strong for

the Son's being properly and strictly Fraraer and Maker of the

world ; and there were but few in comparison that durst go

such lengths as openly to deny it : on the other hand, to make

a creature-creator, was in a manner unheard of, except among

heretics, and was, besides, harsh and shocking even to common

sense

To soften this matter, the Arians, many of them, would not

k Nihil enim in totum Diabolus against creature-worship, do at the

invenitur fecisse, videlicet cum et ipse same time declare for the worship

Creatura sit Dei, quemadmodum et of the Creator: constantly opposing

reliqui angeli. Omnia enim fecit Creator and creature to each other,

Deus, quemadmodum et David ait : in such a manner as shews plainly

Quoniam ipse dixit et facta sunt ; ipse that they thought there was no me-

prtecepit et creala sunt. Psal. cxlviii. ilium between, and that creation be-

5. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 41. p. 288. longed to God alone, not to any

Et hoc Deus ab homine differt, creature.

quoniam Deus quidem facit, homo See Athenagoras, p. 56. Tertull.

autem fit: et quidem qui facit sem- Apolog. c. 17. Clem. Alex. p. 55, 59.

per idem est. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 12. Origen. contr. Cels. p. 158, 375.

p. 240. 1 Quis auctorem inter opera sua

That this was likewise the sense of deputet, ut videatur id esse quod fe-

all antiquity appears from hence, that cit ? Ambros. de Fid. lib. i. cap. 5.

all the Fathers, where they declare p. 450.
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own that they held the Son to be a creature; which was pre

tence only, and playing with words : for had they not only ver

bally, but really intended that the Son was no creature, they and

the Catholics could have had no further dispute. But this was

a contrivance to dissemble an absurdity too gross to be owned,

and to disguise a difficulty which they could not answer. They

had, besides, many little arts and subterfuges, to lessen and

undervalue the Son's part or province in the work of creation,

such as I have mentioned and confuted above ; the same that

are made use of by their successors at this day. But all would

not do : Scripture was plain and clear, and tradition full and

strong ; and was not to be bore down by little quirks and sub-

tilties. In fine, truth prevailed, Arianism daily lost ground ;

and this very argument, from the Son's concern in the work of

creation, contributed, as much as any other, to sink it. The

strength of it has been often tried since. The Socinians, who

at the beginning were most of them Arians, were soon sensible

of this difficulty. They knew not what to make of two Creators

upon the Arian scheme, nor how to avoid it, if the texts were

to be understood literally of a proper creation : and this, very

probably, was one main reason of their giving the Arian scheme

up, and running in with the Photinian hypothesis, which looked

more defensible. They observed that the texts, which speak of

the Son's being Creator, were few in comparison ; and therefore

thought, they might be able to deal with them ; being never at

a loss for some subtile and surprising meaning for any text in

the Scripture which made against them. Their device, at length,

was to interpret every text of a metaphorical creation : and so

they left the Arians to shift as they could, resting themselves

upon a new bottom. Yet this could not hold long, though sup

ported and set off with all the advantages of wit and criticism.

Several of the acutest and ablest of the Unitarians grew dissa

tisfied with it, and began themselves to feel the force of, and to

close in with, the arguments of the Trinitarians against it. The

result was, the preferring the old Sabellian before the late Socinian

construction : and yet that is as manifestly unscriptural, false,

and groundless, as either Socinian or Arian. But thus do men

rove and range about, after they have once forsaken the truth,

and have given themselves up to the conduct of their private

fancies, instead of adhering to God's written word, and to the
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most faithful guide, for the interpretation of it, the primitive and

Catholic Church. I thought it not improper to hint thus much

of the history of the argument whereof I have been discoursing.

It has lost no weight or strength all the time : for truth is

always the same. The variety of methods thought on to elude

it, only confirm it so much the more. I doubt not but the Unita

rians, of every denomination, are very sensible, that our inter

pretation of Scripture, so far as concerns this point, is the most

easy, obvious, and natural, and most agreeable to the letter of

the inspired writers : only they have some scruples about three

and one, and know not how to digest three Persons that create,

and yet but one Creator. There is all the difficulty : and so

they choose to follow philosophical conjectures, (which they call

reason.) rather than the dictates of true and sound reason, which

will tell us, that we ought not to be wise beyond what is writ

ten, nor put a violent construction on any passages, where there

is no necessity for it, nor leave a safe and plain rule, to follow

our own wanderings. But enough of this. I have now finished,

in a great measure, what I designed, having explained and

vindicated the argument for Christ's divinity drawn from the

consideration of his being Creator of the world. In a former

discourse I endeavoured to maintain the premises ; and now in

this, to make good the conclusion. The sum of it is this : God

the Son is Creator of the universe : the Creator of the universe

is strictly and truly God : therefore God the Son is strictly and

truly, or essentially God, which was to be proved. It remains

now only, in the third and last place,

III. To make some reflections and observations upon the

whole.

i . Having before shewn the truth and certainty of our prin

ciples, give me leave, in conclusion, to recommend thein further

from their plainness and simplicity. The Arians were never

more perplexed about any thing, than in accounting for God's

taking in a creature to be his agent and operator in making the

world m. What? make one creature in order to make others?

Why might he not rather have made all creatures, as well as

one, and reserved the sole glory of so great and so stupendous

a work, as that of creating, to his own self? Did he want the

m Vid. Athan. Oral. ii. p. 496.
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assistance of an inferior being ? Or was not his own will and fiat

sufficient to give birth to all things? Besides, did he cease to

work after he made the Son, leaving it to a creature of his own

to have, in a manner, the honour of doing of every thing else,

and to be the immediate agent and manager in all things, both

in heaven and earth? These were tenets which appeared very

harsh and strange, and were not naturally, scarce tolerably, ac

counted for on the Arian hypothesis. But, upon the Catholic

scheme, all is easy, expedite, and clear. The Son is of the same

nature and substance with the Father ; so nearly allied, so

closely united, that nothing could be the work of one, without

being at the same time the work of both : hence it was, that the

Son was Joint-Creator with the Father, that "all things were

" made by him," and nothing without him. It was not "possible

for them either to act or to exist separately ; and therefore it is,

that the work of creation is in Scripture attributed to both.

This is an easy and natural account of the whole thing ; and

besides very agreeable to Scripture. "My Father worketh

" hitherto, and I work." John v. 17. " What things soever he

" doth, these also doth the Son likewise." John v. 19.

2. Another thing which recommends our principles is, their

great consistency with each other, and with the principles of the

Catholic Church, in this article especially, from the very begin

ning. When the Arians first broached their heresy, they had

some plausible things to urge, particularly in respect of the gene

ration of the Son, which was their principal topic, and which

they most delighted to dwell upon. But then they took but a

partial and superficial view of things, and knew not how to work

up a consistent scheme. The Church had all along set forth

God the Son as Framer, Creator, Maker, nay, and Sustains too,

of all things, in subordination to the Father. The subordination

looked well on the Arian side; but Creator and Preserver were

strange attributes to be applied to a creature. This aloue was

sufficient to shew, that the Catholic Church had never gone

upon Arian principles ; having so unanimously and so expressly

n Ovk rjbvvaro fit) St avrov yivtaOat por, t'v rw X<Syy tlpydo-aro ra ndvra,

tA dij/uovpy^piTa- xaddirip yap to <pa>r &c. A than. Oral. ii. p. 498.

rat airavyatrpaTi to ndvra (pam'fft, Ka\ Comp. Cyril. Alex. Coram, in Joh.

avtv rov dnavydapjiTos ovk av n <pa»- i. 3. p. 45.

novtitf. outa) Kai 6 warrip, air 6ta %ri-
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ascribed creative powers to the Son of God ; and not only so,

but had supposed him Inspector and Governor of the whole

universe0, extending his power and presence through the whole

compass of being. That the fact was really thus, besides many

other evidences, one might reasonably infer from the works of

Eusebius alone ; of whom I may venture to say, that he never

would have ascribed more power, dignity, or perfection to the

Son of God, than the plain force of Scripture and Catholic tra

dition obliged him to. This man, though a favourer of the

Ariane, (of the men at least, if not of their cause,) yet every

where says many high and great things of the Son's creating

and governing the whole universe, such as any man of plain sense

must think can belong to no creature, but to God only.

In his oration before the Emperor Constantino he describes

God the Son, under the most endearing and magnificent charac

ters imaginable. " He is the omnipotent Lord and Governor

" of the whole universe, the framer and disposer of all things,

" who is above all, and through all, and in all ; pervading and

" permeating all things both above and below, earthly and hea-

" venly, visible and invisible. It is ho that formed and brought

" into regularity the confused c/iaos, made it habitable and plea-

" surable, adorned it with trees, plants, and flowers, stored the

" sea with fishes, and the land with variety of animals, support-

" ing, preserving, and sustaining them all. It is he that gave

" the sun its light, and who directs the courses of the stars ;

" who is superintendent every where, and steers the whole uni-

" verse. To him the very angels owe their life, their light, their

" knowledge, or whatever excellencies and perfections they stand

" possessed of. In a word, he is set forth as operator and ma-

" nager, director and supervisor over all the works of God, shed-

" ding his rich blessings, and distributing his bounties through

"the whole creation." This is Eusebius's account of God the

Son, as it lies scattered through that oration P. A great deal

too much for any Arian to say, and more than can be tolerably

accounted for, upon any other than Catholic principles. I shall

not here pass any positive judgment upon Eusebius, about whom

the learned world has been so much divided. I shall only say,

0 Iren. p. 190, 315. Clem. Alex. Novat. cap. 14.

p. 123, 373, 831. TertuU. adv. Prax. P Vid. Euseb. de Laud. Constant,

cap. xxiii. p. 514. Origen. contr. Cels. p. 501, 525, 526, 527, 528, 529, 530,

p. 63, 164, 339. in Johan. p. 122, 128. 531, &c.
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that if he was an Arian at the bottom, he was the most incon

sistent one that ever was. He ought either to have been much

more of an Arian than he appears to have been, or no Arian at

all. He ascribed so much to God the Son, that he hardly left

any thing peculiar to the Father, but a kind of nominal great

ness and majesty, as it were to be above and beyond the world.

In short, he describes him, as it were, sitting in his throne of

state, and looking on, and God the Son as acting and perform

ing every thing. Athanasius's account of this matter appears

much more rational and consistent. For indeed it is by no

means reconcilable with good sense, and the truth and reason

of things, to allow so much to God the Son as Eusebius did,

and not to allow him every thing which Athanasius, with other

Catholics at that time, (as the Catholic Church had all along,)

ascribed to him. It was a weak thing to pretend to honour the

Son of God by halves. A creature or no creature, was the ques

tion. The Arians innovated in making the Son a creature, and

yet were minded to keep up, in other respects, the same honours

and acknowledgments which had been paid him before. This

was trifling and inconsistent. The Catholics were wiser men.

They preserved the same honour and respect which had been

formerly paid to God the Son ; but withal, carefully looked after

the foundation of it ; that so they might be able not only to do

their duty, but to give a reason also for the doing it. This was

acting with thought and judgment ; in which they appear to

have been as much superior to their adversaries, all along, as in

true piety, probity, and sincerity. But,

3dly and lastly, I would observe to you, what I before hinted,

that while we acknowledge the Son of God to be Creator, we

acknowledge him a Son also : the second only, not the first

Person of the Trinity. The Father therefore is primarily

Creator, as Father. He is first in conception, whenever we

speak of the divine nature. And hence it is that he is said to

create by the Son, and he is eminently and emphatically repre

sented in the Creeds, as Maker of Iwaven and earth, the Son

having another title, more peculiar to him, that of Redeemer.

The Nicene Creed (as do many other ancient Creeds) takes

notice of the tcorlds' being made by the Son ; but yet so that

he did not make the worlds by the Father, but the Father by

him. This is the constant language of antiquity, always keep

ing up some preeminence of order, as proper to the first Person,
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along with the true essential divinity of the other two. This

distinction of order, consistent with a parity of nature, they

learned from Scripture, and inviolably maintained. For thus

they thought that, by referring all things to one Head and

Fountain, they should preserve the unity, along with the dis

tinction ; and consistently teach a plurality of Persons in one

Godhead, as we do at this day. There can be no such thing as

Tritheism, upon the principles of the ancient Church, so long

as a proper Sonship and subordination is allowed : for therein

consists the relation, the alliance, the strict union of the Per

sons, while they are considered, as I may say, of the same stock,

and included in each other. But take away that relation and

alliance, either by supposing three independent separate prin

ciples, or by making two of the Persons creatures, and conse

quently of a different nature from the other; and then imme

diately commences either Tritheism, strictly so called, or Gentile

Polytheism. So that the Catholic doctrine is the only security

against a plurality of Gods ; unless we take our last refuge in

Sabellianism, which is utterly repugnant to the whole tenor of

Scripture, and to the doctrine of the universal Church. " Now

" to God the Father, Son. and Holy Ghost, three Persons and

" one God, be all honour and glory, power and dominion, hcncc-

" forth and for evermore." Amen.

o 2



The Scripture- Unity not an Unity of Person :

OB

THE DIVINE UNITY

STATED AND CLEARED.

The fourth Sermon preached Dec. 1, 17 19.

Mark xii. 29.

Kvpios 6 Gebs tjimv Kvpios fts tori.

Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.

My design in taking this text is to inquire into the Scripture-

notion of the Divine Unity : a point very necessary to be stated

and cleared, in order to a right understanding of the doctrine

of the Trinity. I was once inclinable to defer the treating of it

some time longer ; thinking it most suitable to the rules of

strict method to throw it off to the last part of what I intend

upon this subject. But I considered, that while I am asserting

the divinity of more Persons than one, the thought will, in a

manner, perpetually occur, how it can be consistent with the

Scripture-account of the Divine Unity: and many may be

impatient to have that point settled before we go further. Upon

this consideration, I thought it advisable to postpone this mat

ter no longer, choosing rather to break in upon the rules of

strict method, than to suffer a prejudice to lie upon the minds

of any, which might so easily be removed. I shall therefore

now fall directly to the business of the Unity.

The words which I have chosen to discourse on appear first

in Deuteronomy, chap. vi. ver. 4, from whence they are cited by

our blessed Lord, and thereby made a doctrine of the Gospel,

as before of the Law. " Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is

" one Lord." I think it proper, in the entrance, to take notice,
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that the original word in the Hebrew for Lord, is Jehovah,

(according to our now customary way of reading and pronounc

ing it ;) and if we put Jehovah, instead of Lord, into the English

text, it will then run thus : Jehovah our God is one Jehovah.

The use which I intend of this will appear presently.

There are three several constructions of this one short sen

tence. The differences betwixt them may appear slight, but

are really of moment in this controversy, as will be seen in the

sequel. The Anti-Trinitarians of all sorts have here an interest

to serve in making the word Jehovah to be nothing more than

the proper name of one Person only. It is for this reason chiefly

they contrive to change the obvious, natural order and construc

tion of the words : for otherwise indeed, upon their hypothesis,

they would scarce be sense. Suppose it were said, David, our

king, is one David ; or Abraham, our father, is one Abraham ;

what sense would there be in it ? And yet this sentence, Jehovah

our God is one Jehovah, supposing Jehovah to be merely & proper

name, will be just such another saying, and is too flat and

insipid a sense to be suffered to pass upon the sacred writings.

This our adversaries are sensible of, and therefore, to salve their

hypothesis, they make bold with the order and construction of

the words two ways ; which I shall here previously take notice

of and examine, and then proceed to lay down the third con

struction, which is the only true one.

1 . The first way is, to turn the sentence thus : Jehovah is

our God, Jehovah only. Here you see, in this form, Jehovah may

be a proper name, and the words are good sense too : and so,

they think, both points are secured. But the objection against

it is, that the words here in St. Mark (and indeed those in

Deuteronomy) will not bear that construction. For then the

words should have been thus : Kvpt6s iariv 6 0eds ?;/w3j>, Kv'pios

fiovoi, which is very different from what we find, and is quite

another proposition.

2. A second way of construing the words is thus : Jehovah

our God, even Jehovah, is one Person. Here again you will

observe, that Jehovah may be understood as a proper name,

which is thought a great point gained ; and a greater than

that is intended by interpreting one, one Person. So there are

thought to be two ends served at once. But it will be easy to

defeat them both ; which we shall see presently, as soon as we

come to assert and explain the true construction of the place.
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I shall here only examine a pretence which is amade from Zecha-

riah xiv. 9. in favour of this fanciful interpretation. The verse

runs thus in our translation : " And the Lord shall be King

" over all the earth : in that day shall there be one Lord, and

" his name one."

Here it is thought that the truer rendering of the latter

part should be thus ; The Lord (or Jehovah) shall be one, and

his name one. That is, say they, The Lord shall be one Person.

It is somewhat strange that they do not add likewise, that his

name shall be one thing, to answer to the other. It requires no

great acumen to perceive that the attribute of one is applied to

Jehovah in the same manner as it is to the name; and so it is

th, or utius, in the masculine gender, when applied to Lord ; iv,

or unttm, in the neuter gender, when applied to name. And it

is evident that the meaning only is, that as there shall not be

many names, but one name acknowledged in that day over all

the earth ; so there shall not be many lords, but one Lord, or

one Jehovah, one only received as such. This consideration alone

is sufficient to confute the surmise, as if the Prophet was here

concerned about Unity of Person, or intended any thing like it.

He certainly meant no more than that the Jehovah, who has

the sole right of dominion over all, will then appear so in fact,

and be received, among his subjects, as the only God and Lord,

reigning without a rival. He will be one, in opposition to any

different gods or lords, and acknowledged as one Head, uniting

all under him. This is the sense of the place, as is clear from

the contexts For the text is not speaking of what God is in

himself, being in that respect always the same ; but of what he

should be in respect of his reception in the world, when he should

be generally acknowledged, and have no rival set up in oppo

sition to him. The other construction, which would force Unity

of Person out of this passage, take it which way we will, is scarce

sense. For is it thus ? Jehovah will in that day become one

Person, which he was not before ? This is, at first sight, ridi

culous. Or, is it that Jehovah will then be acknowledged to be

one Person ? This is almost as absurd as the other. For, pro

bably, those that did not receive the God of Israel as their God,

yet might have thought him to be one Person, all along. This

was not the point ; but they were to acknowledge him so one,

a See Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 2. ed. 2. Modest Plea, p. 133.

b Vid. etiam cap. xiii. ver. 2.
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as not to presume to set up any rival power against him. Tho

Prophet had something else at heart than either Unity of sub

stance, or Person. 'Eorat Kvpios els : " There shall be one Lord"

(as our version rightly renders it) both for Jew and Gentile.

The expression is much such another as v6pos els larai, (Numb,

ix. 1 4.) " There shall be one law to him that is homeborn, and

" to him that sojourneth among you :" You shall not be under

different rules or laws, but one and the same shall be for all.

In like manner the Prophet predicts that Jew and Gentile shall

not have different gods or lords, but one and the same God and

Lord shall rule over both. Having shewn then that the second

interpretation is as groundless as the first,

3. I proceed to lay down the third, which is the true one.

The Lord our God is the sole Lord, or the only God : in opposition

to pods many, and lords many, whether supreme or inferior. Thus

the Scribe, to whom our Lord spake, and whom he commends

as answering so far discreetly, understood it. " There is one

" God, and there is none other but he." This shews that

Jehovah was here equivalent to ©toy, or God. Some of the

ancient versions, instead of one Lord, render it, one God : as do

also some of the c primitive Fathers; none of them (so far as

I have observed) either considering Jehovah in this place as a

proper name of one Person only, or ever bringing this text to

prove that God is but one Person. This they understood, and

this only ; that there is but one God, one Lord, and one Jeho

vah ; not two Gods, two Lords, or two Jehovahs.

If it be asked, who, or what Person is intended by " the Lord

" our God" in the text, it seems most reasonable and natural to

understand it of God the Father ; not exclusive of, but abstract

ing from the consideration of, the other two Persons. The

Scribe perhaps understood it in the exclusive sense; exclusive

of all other Persons. Our Lord commends him as answering

discreetly, in acknowledging one God ; but intimates withal,

that he was not yet come to perfection : he wanted something

further, he was " not far from the kingdom of God." One

thing that ho wanted was to acknowledge the Son to be God

and Lord, as well as the Father : and it is pretty remarkable

that both the Evangelists, St. Matthew and St. Mark, after

relating this conference of our Saviour with the Scribe, imme-

c Irenaeus, lib. v. cap. 33. p. 319. Cyprian, de Orat. Domin. p. 151, 173.

Ambros. de Fid. lib. i. cap. 1, 2. p. 445, 448. ed. Bened.
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diately subjoin the history of our Saviour's putting a question

to the Pharisees, how the Messiah could be both David's Son

and David's Lord, quoting that passage of Psalm ex. 1 . " The

" Lord said unto my Lord," &c. It is no improbable conjec

ture of a &judicious Father, that our blessed Saviour thereby

intended to correct the Jewish construction of Deuteron. vi. 4,

and to intimate, as far as was proper at that time, that the

Father is not tls Kvpios, one Lord, in such a sense as to exclude

the Son, who is also Kvptos, or Lord, and tacitly included, as

often as the Father is styled the only God, or Lord. But it is

now time to consider more distinctly and fully the doctrine

contained in the text, which I shall endeavour thus :

1. By inquiring, under what salvos, and qualifying consider

ations, we may reasonably understand the general doctrine of

God the Father's being the only true God, or Lord.

2. By considering what we may justly infer from it, and what

use we are to make of it.

I. I shall inquire, under what salvos, or qualifying consider

ations, we may reasonably understand the general doctrine of

God the Father's being the only true God, or Lord.

The texts seem, at first view, to exclude all other persons

whatever, from being divine in the same sense ; and also from

having any right or title to religious worship, or any degree of

it. The texts run in the personal character ; " I am the Lord

" thy God and generally e in the singular number ; /, not we ;

or lie, not they. And then the practical doctrine founded there

upon is to pay to that Person, not supreme worship only, but all

worship ; not our highest religious service, but our whole religious

service ; reserving no part nor degree of it to any other. If

therefore the doctrine is to be interpreted up to the utmost

rigour in both its parts, the Fatlier only is God, in any strict or

proper sense ; and every part and degree of religious service is

to be paid to him solely. But how can we be Christians if we

say this ? or how is it possible to reconcile it with other plain

Scriptures ? There must be some abatement, some favourable

d Dominus ipse pnecipuum man- teste, confirraat. Hilar, p. 1001.

datum legis in unius Domini confes- e I say generally, not always ; be-

sione et dilectione docene esse, non cause there are some instances of

suo ad Scribam, sed Prophetse testi- plural expressions : Gen. i. 1, 26. iii.

monio usus est, esse se Dominum. 5, 22. xi. 7. xx. 13. xxxv. 7. Deut.

Dominum unum ita ex lege docens, iv. 7. Eccl. xii. 1. Jos. xxiv. 19. Isa.

ut su quonue Dominum, Propheta vi. 8.
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allowance of construction, in one part or other, to make Scrip

ture consistent ; and the difficulty is to know where we are to

settle this necessary latitude of interpretation, so as neither to

do violence to the letter, nor defeat the intent of the inspired

writers. There have been two ways thought on to compromise

this matter. I shall mention that first, which is the least likely

to do us any service, that I may come with the greater advan

tage to the other, which will appear to be not only the best, but

the only way of reconciling the difficulty, after we have seen

that the first will not bear.

i . The first way is to suppose that the words Lord and God

admit of a higher and a lower sense ; so that the texts which

declare the Father the one God, are to be understood to mean

one only supreme God, leaving room for inferior and subordinate

gods besides him : and so also worship must be understood to

be of two kinds, sovereign and inferior; and that the supreme

God claims only sovereign, not all religious worship to himself.

But against this way of reconciling there appear to be many

insuperable objections. It is not only against the letter, but the

very intent and design of the sacred writings. For, not to

mention that Scripture no where tells us of two true, i. e. two

adorable, Gods, or of two religious worships, sovereign and

inferior ; the very end and design of all the texts relating to

the Unity seems to have been to preclude inferior gods, and

them especially ; there being less danger of men's running into

the notion of many supremes. Besides the general drift and

purport of those texts, there are some particular texts still

more express and decisive. " There is no God before me," says

the one God, " neither shall there be any after me :" and yet

every inferior God must be after the supreme f. " The gods

" that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they

" shal lperi8h from tho earth." Jerem. x. xi. And yet it is

never to be supposed that any inferior god can be Creator,

which is the distinguishing character of the one supreme God ;

consequently, every inferior god shall perish and come to

' Quis erp[0 hoc (licit, Pater an riiv irartpa Otos ovk fort, fcfkov on to

Filhis ? Si Filius, Ante me, inmiit, tv to irarpi, teal p,f) pera top irartpa,

non fuit alius Deus .- Si Pater, Post top vlov aval 6 Xdyor paprvptrai.

me, inquit, non erit : hie priorem, ille El ris oiv fitra top Qtov cart, ktIo-ii

]>osterioreni non habet. Ambros. de rouro, itol ov ©tor, 8ia rS>p dprjpivau

Fid. lib. i. cap. 8. p. 454. tvpio-Ktrai. Greg. Nyss. contr. Eunom.

Ei yap 0t6t fiiv 6 vlos, irav ii pera iv. p. 575-
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nothingg. Besides, every inferior god must of course be sup

posed a creature of the great God. But St. Paul has expressly

cautioned us against serving the " creature more than (or besides)

" the Creator," and against serving those that " by nature are no

" gods." Further than this, it is as clear as words can make

it, that the great God has claimed to himself all sacrifice, with

out distinction of sovereign and inferior, our whole religious

service and whole confidence*1. To suppose the contrary, would

have been to leave room for the greatest confusion in worship

imaginable, and would not have been the way to root out, but

to establish, idolatry. Add to this, that the distinction of a

twofold sense in the word God will not help us out of the

difficulty : because we have all the reason in the world to

believe that another Person, besides the Father, is called God,

in the same sense, in the same Scriptures; and therefore this

solution of the difficulty will not bear ; but we must of course

look out for another.

2. The other way then is, to suppose that the exclusive terms

of one, only, or the like, may admit of some latitude of construc

tion ; and that, so long as the full intent and meaning of the

declarations of the Unity is in this way answered, all is safe

and secure. That this is the very truth of the case, I shall

now proceed to shew at large.

God the Father may be, and is, very reasonably and justly

styled the one or only God, without excluding every other

Person ; particularly, without excluding the Son from the one

true Godhead. It is a rule and maxim, and may be proved by

many instances in sacred and profane writings, that exclusive

terms are not to be interpreted with the utmost rigour, so as to

leave no room for tacit exceptions, such as reason and good

sense will easily supply. It may be sometimes needless or

impertinent to mention every exception; and often wiser or

better not to do it, but to leave them to the intelligent reader.

Thus for instance it is said, "No one knoweth the Father

" but the Son, and no one knoweth the Son but the Father."

(Matt. xi. 27.) If we should here interpret the exclusive terms

with the utmost strictness, it must follow that the Father does

not know himself, nor the Son himself. But no man of common

s See Cudworth's Comment on this h See my Vindication of Christ's

text, p. 545. Divinity, Qu. 16. vol. i. p. 407, &c.
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sense can think so of either ; and therefore there was no occa

sion for any further guard or exception.

So again it is said, that " the things of God knoweth no one,

" but the Spirit of God," (j Cor. ii. u.) as before, (in Matt. xi.

27.) "No one knoweth the Father but the Son." Now, if we

understand the exclusive terms with the utmost strictness, it

must follow from one passage, that the Holy Ghost knows more

of the Father than the Son does ; and from the other, that the

Son knows more of the Father than the Holy Ghost does : which

are propositions directly repugnant. But the truth is, here was

no opposition intended to Son or Holy Ghost in either place;

but to creatures only.

In like manner it is said, in the Revelations, of the Son of

God, that " he had a name written, that no one (o£8els) knew,

" but ho himself (Rev. xix. ] 2.) which, if the exclusive term

is to be strictly understood, makes the FatJier himself ignorant

of what was known to the Son.

St. Paul says, " I determined not to know any thing among

" yon, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified," 1 Cor. ii. 2. If

this be rigorously interpreted up to the letter, St. Paul must

have been contented to be ignorant of God the Father, and of

many the most important articles of the Christian religion. But

it is obvious to common sense, that such expressions are to be

qualified both from the reason of the thing, and from other

Scriptures. These instances are sufficient to shew that exclusive

terms may, and in several cases must, admit of a favourable

construction. Now to come to the point in hand. I shall first

shew, directly and plainly, that God the Son was not intended

to be excluded at all, by the texts which proclaim the Father

the one God; and next, give some reasons why there was no

occasion to make any particular exception or salvo, on that

account ; or why it was better not to do it. First, let us com

pare texts with texts.

Isa. xliv. 24. we read thus : " I am the Lord that maketh all

" things ; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone, and spreadeth

" abroad the earth by myself." Now here, according to the

rigour of construction, one should suppose the Father (if it is

indeed to be understood of the Father) to have been by himself

when he made the world, and that no other Person had any

hand in creating, or was so much as with him when he did it.

And yet certain it is from other Scriptures, as I have shewn
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formerly, that God the Son was not only with him, but assisted

also in the work of creation. But it was needless for the Pro

phet to take any notice of the Son's concern in it, while he was

only considering the true God in opposition to other gods ; besides

that the time was not yet come for the distinct and clear reve

lation of God the Son. So again we find it said, probably in

respect of the Father, "Thou only knowest the hearts of all

" the children of men/1 (i Kings viii. 39.) and it is not said,

Thou only knowest originally, or in the most perfect manner,

but, Thou only knowest, simply and absolutely. And yet evident

it is, from other places of Scripture, that not the Father only,

but the Son also must then have known the hearts of all the

children of men1 ; and it may be certainly inferred from his

being Creator of all men from the beginning.

We read (Ps. lxxxiii. 18.) " Thou, whose name alone is

" Jehovah," supposed to be meant of God the Father. If the

exclusive term is there to be rigorously understood, no other

Person but the Father has the title or name of Jehovah. And

yet certain it is, from other Scriptures, that the Son is another

Person, and that the name Jehovah is also his name. But it was

needless, or would have been foreign, to have inserted any par

ticular caution or exception, while the Psalmist was considering

only the true God, in opposition to other gods, or to the gods of

the nations. God the Father (probably) says, Isai. xliii. 11, " I,

" even I, am the Lord, and besides me there is no Saviour." And

yet no man of sense that reads the Bible can believe, that the

intent was to exclude our blessed Saviour from being properly

such, as well as the Father. It is said also, (Isa. ii. 1 1, 17.) that

" the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day." Suppose this be

meant of God the Father ; yet no one, who considers either the

context, or reason of the thing, or other Scriptures, can imagine

that this was designed to exclude God the Son from being

exalted; or that it was intended in opposition to any thing but

idols in particular, or creatures in general. It would be easy to

illustrate this matter by more examples of the like nature : but

these already given are, I am persuaded, sufficient to shew that,

whether it be said that t/te Father is the only God, or whether it

were said that the Father only is God, (which expression would

be stronger,) the oxclusive term only need not be supposed to

' Johnii. 24. xvi. 30. Acts i. 24. Heb. iv. 12. Rev. ii. 3.
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affect the Son at all ; but he may still be tacitly understood :

and there was no necessity for any express caution in the case,

the reason of the thing sufficiently shewing it afterwards. When

therefore we read of the Father's being the one God, we are to

understand it of the Father singly, not exclusively; of the

Father, but in conjunction still with the Son : not that we mean

by the term Father, both Father and Son, but we consider the

Father singly, in such cases, abstracting from the consideration

of God the Son, not excluding him from partaking of the same

Godhead. This then appears to be matter of fact, that God

the Son is not excluded, but always tacitly understood in those

expressions of the Unity, which we meet with in Scripture. The

same is true of any other expressions of the like nature, as if

the Father be said to be the alone good, the only wise, the only

potentate, or only having immortality; they are not intended in

opposition to God the Son, or Holy Ghost, (who being so nearly

allied to, so much one with the Father, are tacitly to be under

stood as partaking of every perfection which is ascribed to the

Father,) but in opposition to creatures, or other gods ; in oppo

sition to every thing extra Patrem, every thing not contained in

him, or not inseparably included with him. This I observe, on

supposition that those texts are meant of the Father: but

perhaps the word God in those places is to be understood in

the indefinite sense, abstracting from the particular consideration

of this or that person ; in like manner as the word man often

stands, not for any particular human person, but the whole

species, or human nature : man is frail, man is mortal, or the

like. I say the word God may be thus understood ; and since

the doctrine of the Trinity is demonstrable from other Scrip

tures, we have great reason to believe that this is the true and

real meaning of the word God, as often as the context or other

circumstances do not confine its signification and intent to one

Person only. It remains now only to account for the manner

of speaking. For it maybe asked, why, when it is said, suppose

by the Father, " I am the Lord, and there is none else," it may

be asked why there might not have been added, except my Son

and Holy Spirit, or some other saving clause of like kind I To

this it may be answered,

1. That it was needless.

2. That it might have been hurtful.

i. It was needless. None of those declarations concerning
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the unity of God, and the worship due to God alone, were made

at the beginning, or before idolatry was grown into practice.

Their intent and design was to be a remedy against it, and to

root it out of the world. Those declarations were then so

understood, as it was intended they should be, in opposition to

all other gods, all that were plainly opposite to, or different from,

the one God of Israel. Thus the end of them was fully an

swered ; and there was no occasion explicitly to mention the

Person of the Son, before the proper time came to reveal his

distinct Person and character fully and clearly to the world.

After he was come, it was still as needless to insert any such

saving clauses ; because the revealing his nature, and character,

and personal perfections, was equivalent thereto, and were in-

terpretatively so many qualifying clauses or exceptions ; the

reason of the thing shewing that he must be supposed as in

cluded always, without any special proviso for it. Thus, for

instance, if the Father claims all worship, homage, and adora

tion to himself, because Jehovah, because Creator, Sustainer, and

Preserver of all things ; and if it appears afterwards, that the

Son also is Jehovah, Creator, Sustainer, and Preserver of all

things ; it is manifest that the worship of the Son comes within

the reason, intent, and letter of the law about worship; and

therefore it cannot, by any man of sense, be supposed to exclude

him from it. There is no need of any special salvo to include a

person, whom parity of reason shews to be included of course.

So if it is said, that the Father is the only God or Lord, without

any express caution or salvo, we might be apt to think it some

what strange to hear of any other person who is God and Lord

also : but when we find that this other Person is so nearly

related, as a Son to a Fatlier ; that he and his Father are one ,-

that he who has seen one has therein seen the othor also ; that

he is in the bosom of the Father, and as intimate to him as

thought to the mind; that all things which the Father hath are

the Son's ; and that what things soever the Father doth, those

also doth the Son likewise ; when we find them represented as

•• one temple,'' (Rev. xxi. 22.) and as having but " one throne,"

(llev. xxii. 1.) and making " one light," (Rev. xxi. 23.) and that

he is in the Father, and the Father in him ; when we observe the

6ame titles, the same operations, the same attributes, the same

glory, &c. ascribed to both in holy Scripture : when these and

the like considerations have been duly weighed, must it not look
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strangely impertinent to demand any exception, or special salvo,

as often as the Father is styled the only God? The Scriptures

suppose men to have the use of their reason, and that therefore

there was no need to make express mention of the Son, whenever

the Father is declared to be the only God; Father and Son

being so much one, that asserting it of either is implicitly asserting

the same of both k. And hence it may appear,

2. That particular exceptions and cautions in this case were

not only needless, but might have been hurtful. Had the first

commandment run thus ; Thou shalt have no other gods besides

me, except my Son, it had been plainly making the Son anollter

God1, which was not the intent of Scripture, nor suitable to the

truth and reason of the thing. The union and intimacy between

Father and Son is such, that they are not two Gods, but one

God. This was the idea which Scripture was to insinuate along

with the distinction of Persons, and which it has every where

carefully kept up. What may be thought an omission in the case,

is really an advantage; and the want of an exception in respect

of God the Son, or Holy Ghost, is an argument to us that their

unity is too strict and intimate to admit of it. A late m writer

upon these words in Deuteronomy, "I, even I, am he, and there

" is no God with rae," (Deut. xxxii. 39,) observes, that it is not

said, except it be in the same essence, but absolutely, there is no

God. He might have observed also, that it is not said, except

it be in subordination to me, or, except such inferior gods as are by

my appointment; but absolutely, there is no God. To answer

more directly : it is very true that Scripture has not mentioned

any such exception, because it would have been improper, not

to say absurd, to do it. The design was to teach us that there

is no other God, besides the God of Israel. Had he said there

is no other God, except it be in the same essence, it had been the

same as to say, there is no other God, except one, who is not

another God. But the objector here supposes that two divine

Persons in the same essence are two Gods, which is supposing

k Et rtr iva Xcyot Ocov, dXX' oi ovk(ti' rata tov taw, &c. Cyril,

ilx" tov Iciov ymn/iutrot irror/uti Alex, contr. Julian, lib. viii. p. 264.

xori ror mrripa, ot/rt piv roG Kara 1 Atquin si nominasset ilium, sepa-

<pi<riv «'{ airrov irpoxtoptvov irptvpa- rasset, ita dicens, Alius prater me

toi, 8 cat fori* t&iov avrov. Sxnrep non est, nisi Filius meus. AHum enim

-/up 6 f iVuiv avSpamov, iravrq rt rat etiam Filium fecisset, quem de aliis

niumat Staptp.yrj(TtTai rat twv ivoirrav excepisset. Tert. Prax. cap. xviii.

olaiwhios airra a TrpixnrMpvKOTa piv m Modest Plea, &C. p. 133-

aySpwrov aVorcXft, owe ivovra Of,
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the thing in question. The contrary appears from this very

text. For let us admit that it was said, in the person of the

Father, " I, even I, am he, and there is no God with me :11 it is

certain that God the Son was then with him, and that he was

God before the foundation of the world, John i. 1. And yet

there was no God, that is, no other God with him, as appears

from this text : consequently the Son is not another God, but

the same God; and therefore two divine Persons having the

same essence, (as we are able to prove those two to have,) are

not two Gods, but one God.

I have hitherto been observing the Scripture-manner of

speaking in this article of the unity, and have shewn how easy

it is to account for it upon Catholic principles. I shall just take

notice further, that the primitive writers of the Church follow

the same style exactly. We shall frequently find them giving

the title of one or only God, to the Fatlier, in such a manner,

that if we looked no further, we might be apt to imagine that

they thought of no other person's being God but the Fatlier.

And yet perhaps, within a few pages or lines, we shall meet

with as full and strong expressions of the divinity of the Son, as

any are, or can be ; that he is God, true God, God of the Jews,

and the like. These seeming contrarieties they sometimes leave

without any guard or explication, presuming that no Christian,

who had been but tolerably instructed, could mistake the

meaning. At other times, upon occasion, they are more parti

cular and explicit, shewing how reconcilable and perfectly con

sistent with each other, these things are. They give us to

understand that the exclusive terms affect not the Son at all;

that they are often meant in opposition to idols only ; that at

the most they exclude only otlter gods, and not the Son, who is

the same and "not another God, nor indeed anotlter Person in

such a sense as separate divided persons are oilier persons. They

are distinct only, not separate; and therefore, in a qualified

sense, the Son is very self of the Father, as Irenseus expresses it,

and as later Fathers, &\koi iavrbs, alter idem, or alius idem, an-

" Igitur unus Deus Pater, et alius batur, et alius qui dicebat, Nemo cog~

absque eo non est : quod ipse inferens, noscit Patrem; sed unus et idem,

non Filium negat, sed alium Deum. omnia 6ubjiciente ei Patre, et ab om-

Cseterum alius a Patre Filius non est. nibus accipiens testimonium, quoniam

Tert. contr. Prax. cap. xviii. p. 5 10. vere bomo, et vere Deus. Iren. p. 234,

Non ergo alius erat qui cognosce- 235.
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other self, another same ; distinct and yet not different, one

with the Father, and undivided from him. From these and the

like hints and illustrations, we easily understand what either the

ancient creeds or primitive Church-writers mean by styling the

Father, the one, or only God0; a title which they sometimes

apply to the Son also, but seldom, and sparingly. The reason

is this : the Father is, as it were, the top of Unity, the head

and fountain of all : he is first in our conception of God, and

therefore whether we speak of the almighty God, or the eternal

God, or the all-knowing God, (and the reason is the same for

the only God, unity being an attribute of the Godhead like

omnipotence, eternity, &c.) we primarily and principally mean the

Father, tacitly including the other two Persons.

This is more decent, proper, and suitable, than to have fixed

these names, titles, or attributes principally upon either of the

other two Persons, tacitly including the Father. The nature of

language and customary way of speaking required that they

should be thus generally fixed upon one of the Persons, and we

are directed to which by the very name of Father, denoting

some kind of priority of order, such as we cannot perfectly

understand ; but a confuse, general perception of it, is sufficient

to all the purposes of faith or worship. In strictness, the one

God is the whole Trinity: but we must be content to speak as

the customary use of language will bear. Our ideas of person

are plainly taken from our conceptions of human persons, and

from them transferred to other subjects, though they do not

strictly answer in every circumstance. Properly speaking, lie

and him are no more applicable to a divine Person, than she or

° It is worth observing, how little

stress the ancients laid upon the ex

clusive terms.

Clemens Alex, calls the Son the

only Judge, p. 99. and only God,

p. 84.
Origen calls the Son the only Lord.

Contr. Cels. p. 389.

Cyril of Jerusalem calls him the

only King, p. 323.

Eusebius understands, Psal. btxxvi.

10. "God alone," &c. and Isa. xliv.

24. where it is said, that " he stretch-

eth forth the heavens alone,"ofGod

the Son.

Baruch iii. 35. " This is our God,

" and there shall none other be ac-

WATERLAXD, VOL.11.

" counted of in comparison of him,"

is by Cyprian (Test. lib. ii. cap. 6.)

and by Lactantius (Epit. p. 116.) un

derstood of God the Son : as it is

also by the later Fathers in general.

Micah vii. 18. "Who is a God

" like unto thee?" &c. is also by early

writers understood of God the Son.

So also Isa. xliv. 6. and Isa. xlv.

14, 15. See my Defence, &c. vol. i.

p. 291, &c.

Now had the ancients acknowledged

any such force of the exclusive terms,

as is insisted on by some moderns, the

Father himself must have been there

by excluded from being Judge, Lord,

King, or God.

H
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her: but we have no third way of denoting a person ; and so of

the two, we choose the best, and custom familiarizes it to us. In

like manner, when we would speak of God, we have but three

ways of expressing our thoughts, and none of them without some

inconvenience. To say it, or that, meaning that thing or sub

stance, would sound low and flat ; and it is the way of speaking

which we have, in a manner, appropriated to inanimate or irra

tional beings. To say he, or him, ordinarilyP carries in it the

idea of one Person only, and is therefore inconvenient on that

account, as not taking in all that we apprehend of the one true

God. To say they, or them, would appear as if the Persons were

divided and separate, like other persons, and might sound as if

the three Persons were three pods. Of those three ways, the

best and least offensive is that which has been generally taken,

as well in Scripture, as in ecclesiastical writings : which is to say,

he, or him, speaking of God, and meaning it of one Person, princi

pally, yet not excluding, but tacitly comprehending the other two,

as partakers of the same Godhead. And since it was thus necessary

to fix upon one Person, who should be primarily considered as God,

it must of course be the Father, who revealed his own Person first

to the world, and was known under that character before either

the Son or Holy Ghost were distinctly and fully revealed ; who

has still the character of Father, as Head and Fountain of all,

and is generally first in our conception, when we speak of God ab

solutely, without particularly specifying any Person of the God

head. Yet I must observe to you, that it is far from being cer

tain that the Father, or any particular Person, is always meant,

whenever the word God is used absolutely in Scripture. For,

P I Bay ordinarily, not constantly :

and therefore the argument drawn

from the personal characters, I, thou,

thee, he, him, applied to God, is very

weak and inconclusive against a plu

rality of Persons. We often find in

Scripture the Personal characters of

thou, thee, he, him, applied to a whole

family, tribe, or people, collectively

considered ; (see Exod. xiii. 5, 7, 9,

11, 13. Numb. xxii. 5, 6. xxiii. 9. Deut.

i. 21, 31. iv. 9, 10. xi. 15. xviii. 2.

Josh. xvii. 15. 1 Sam. xv. 3.) and at

other times we find some things

applied to the head of a family, which

belong not strictly to him alone, but

to him and his whole seed. (See Gen.

xii. 2, 3. xiii. 17. xviii. 18. xlviii. 19.

20. xlix. 4, 8, &c.) Why then may

not the like expressions be used of

God the Father, the head and foun

tain of the other two divine Persons,

which yet strictly are not to be under

stood of Aim alone, but of him con-

sidered with his Son and Holy Spirit,

who are infinitely more united to him,

than any earthly progeny is, or can

be, to their head ?

This argument is a fortiori, and

there is more than parity of reason to

be pleaded in favour of this manner

of speaking, with relation to the Per

sons of the undivided Trinity.
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as I before hinted, no good reason can be given why the word

God may not be used in a large indefinite sense, not denoting

any particular Person, just as the word man is often used in

Scripture, not denoting any particular man, but man in general,

or man indefinitely. (Gen. vi. 3, 7. viii. 21. ix. 6. Deut. viii. 3.

1 Sam. xvi. 7. Job iv. 17. v. 7. Psalm lvi. 11. lxxviii. 25.

xc. 3. cxviii. 6, 8. Hos. xi. 9. Matt. iv. 4. Luke iv. 4. xviii. 4.

1 Thess. iv. 8. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Tit. iii. 4.) As the word man

sometimes stands for the whole species ; sometimes indefinitely

for any individual of the species, without determining which,

and sometimes for this or that particular man : so, by way of

analogy, or imperfect resemblance, the word God may some

times signify all the divine Persons; sometimes any Person of

the three indefinitely, without determining which; and some

times one particular Person, either Father, Son, or Holy Ghost.

From what hath been said, I am willing to hope we may now

sufficiently understand in what sense, and under what restric

tions, the Father is set forth in Scripture or antiquity, as the

one or only God. I proceed now,

II. To consider what we may reasonably and fairly infer from

the Scripture-declarations of the unity. Of this very briefly ;

that I may not trespass (as I fear I already have) too long upon

your patience.

1. We may certainly infer from them, that they absolutely

exclude all rival or anti-pods, set up in opposition to God the

Father ; consequently all idols, and all the gods of the heathen

nations.

2. VVe may further infer, that they do as certainly exclude all

such gods as the Marcionites, or others, pretended to be besides,

or superior to, the Creator and God of Israel.

3. We may also reasonably infer, that they exclude all things

or persons whatsoever, that are separate from, or aliene to; that

are not necessarily included in, and comprehended with, God

the Father: briefly, they exclude all other gods; consequently

they exclude all creatures: for since all creatures axe posterior in

time, and different in nature, they are adventitious and extraneous;

they are not necessarily included in God the Father; he was

without them, and may be again, if he pleases : if they are gods

in any sense, they are othf.r gods, not the same god with God the

Father ; and so stand excluded from having the name or title

of God, in any proper or religious sense ; and from receiving any

h 2
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kind, part, or degree of our religious homage, worship, or adora

tion. Socinians and Arians have split upon this absurdity,

supposing the Son to be a creature only, and yet receiving him

as God, another God besides the Father; which is Polytheism

and Gentilism, condemned by Scripture, and all Catholic an

tiquity. The Arians, ancient and modern, have appeared so

sensible of it, that they never durst openly profess it ; being

reduced to this hard and truly pitiable case, to receive, in

reality, into their creed, what they are ashamed to express

in termsH.

They are used to insist much upon the force of the exclusive

terms, when they have a mind to exclude the Person of the

Son from being one God with the Father. But they entirely

forget that the exclusive terms have any force at all, when they

imagine that they do not so much as exclude creatures from

being gods, but leave room for other gods, for two pods, or three

pods, and as many objects of worship. Thus they appear to

" strain at a gnat " while they can " swallow a camel f and

use arguments against the Catholics, which recoil more strongly

upon themselves. They are forced, in their turnr, to plead that

the exclusive terms are intended chiefly in opposition to idols and

false-gods; and that they do not exclude Christ from being true

God, and true object of worship : which is unsaying all that

they had before asserted, and is unravelling their own argument,

so far as concerns the bare necessary force of the exclusive terms.

For if they do not exclude creatures (strangers and aliens, in

comparison) from being true gods, much less can they be sup

posed necessarily to exclude God's own Son, of the same nature,

and duration, and perfections with himself, (if the thing be

possible,) from being true God with him, and one God with

him. This then must be argued from other topics, and not

p Consequens est, inquam, ut aut

non colatis Christum, aut non unum

Deura colatis, sed duos. Ad hoc tu

respondere conatus, multum quidem

locutus es, asserens quod et Chris

tum Deum colatis : sed duos Deos a

vobis coli, quamvis non negaveris,

tarnen non ausus es confiteri. Sen-

sisti enim, duos Deos esse colendos,

Christianas aures ferre non posse. O

quam de proximo te corrigeres, si

timeres credere quod dicere timuisti !

cum enim clamet Apostolus, " corde

" creditur ad justitiam, ore confessio

" fiat ad 8alutem :" si ad justitiam

putes pertinere quod credis, cur hoc

ad salutem etiam ore non conjiterisf

Si autem duos Deos colendos ad salu

tem non pertinet confiteri, sine dubio

nec adjustitiam pertinet credere. Vid.

Augustin. contr. Maxim, lib. i. p. 677,

678.

r See Clarke's Reply, p. 50. 69.

Vid. et Crell. de uno Deo Patre, sect,

i. cap. 1.
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from any supposed necessary force of the exclusive terras. To

conclude, we may observe that Scripture and antiquity often tell

us of God and God, but never of two Gods; Creator and Creator,

but never two Creators; Saviour and Saviour, but never two Sa

viours; Lord and Lord, but never two Lords; Judge and Judge,

but never two Judges; King and King, but never two Kings.

These things are easily accounted for upon Catholic principles ;

Father and Son are one Creator, one Saviour, one Lord, one Judge,

one King, and one God, because their operations, attributes,

powers, and perfections (and consequently the substance of both)

are one. " To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, all honour and

" glory be now and for ever." Amen.



Christ's Divinity proved from his Coequality with

the Father :

OB

EQUALITY OF CHRIST

WITH THE FATHER.

The fifth Sermon preached January 6, 1 74$.

Phil. ii. 5—11.

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being

in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

but made himselfofno reputation, and took upon him the form of

a servant, and was mads in the likeness of men : and beingfound

in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient

unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath

highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every

name : that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things

in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; and

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to tlie

glory of God the Father.

There have been great disputes between the Catholics and

Arians about this passage ; both sides claiming it as their own,

and as directly favouring their respective principles. They have

neither of them been content to be on the defensive only, in

respect of this, as in several other texts ; but, interpreting the

words differently, and taking them under contrary views, they

urge them against each other, and appeal to them as decisive

both ways, according to their respective tenets and persuasions.
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My design is to inquire carefully into the meaning of so remark

able a passage, and to fix it, where it ought to lie, on the

Catholic side. It will be proper to take along with us the scope

and intent of the Apostle in it, as a sure mark to direct us to

the true and genuine sense of it. The two verses immediately

preceding those of the text run thus : " Let nothing be done

" through strife or vain-glory ; but in lowliness of mind let each

" esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on

■' his own things, but every man also on the things of others."

Then follows ; " Let this mind be in you, which was also in

" Christ Jesus," &c. The Apostle proposes Christ as a perfect

pattern and exainple of the virtue or virtues which he had been

recommending. And what were they ? Humility, modesty, phi

lanthropy, in opposition to vain-glory, ostentation, and self-

seeking. He exhorts the Philippians to good nature and ten

derness, to wave all little niceties and punctilios of ceremony,

and to be willing to sacrifice their reputation or honour, upon

occasion, to the glory of God and the good of others. Thus far

by way of preliminary. Now let us proceed to the instance

given, as a powerful motive to incite them to put on that happy

temper of mind. It is the example of Christ Jesus : " Who

" being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal

" with God : but made himself of no reputation, and took upon

" him the form of a servant," and so on. Here, every word

almost will require a minute and particular discussion. We must

therefore be content to advance slowly, that we may clear our

way as we go, and at length sum up the whole in a short para

phrase, concluding with a few brief observations upon it. And

this is all the order, or method, that I propose to observe in my

following discourse.

I begin with the words, " Who being in the form of God,"

iv ijlopQt) Oeov. We do not meet with this phrase elsewhere in

Scripture. But there are two passages, one in the Epistle to

the Coloesians, the other in the Epistle to the Hebrews, which

are near akin to it, and may help to direct us to the true sense

of it. Our blessed Lord is by our Apostle styled the " image of

" the invisible God," (Coloss. i. 15.) There is not much differ

ence between (Iko>v and fwp<pri, betwixt image and form : and

therefore, probably, the Apostle might intend the same thing

by being " in the form of God," and being " the image of the

" invisible God." Now, as to the meaning of Christ's being the
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" image of the invisible God," it is well explained by the words

immediately there following : TrpajroYoicos wtio-ns icu'o-ea>s : " bora

" (or begotten) before every creature that is, as he was " Son

" of God," before the creation of the world. Thus was he the

" image of God." bearing his figure and resemblance, as truly,

fully, and perfectly, as a " son of man11 has all the features,

" lineaments, and perfections belonging to the nature of man."

And thus antiquity ahas constantly understood Christ to be the

" image of God," as he is God's Son. In the Epistle to the

Hebrews, chap. i. we find our blessed Lord described under the

character of Son of God, and " heir of all things, by whom God

" made the worlds," ver. 2. And immediately after, he is said

to be the airavyao-pi.a. the shining forth of his Father's glory, and

the " express image of his person," as we render it ; or, as others

think the more probable construction to be, of his substance*.

This is a further confirmation, that those expressions of image

or form of God relate to Christ's son-ship or filiation, whereby he

is, as it were, the exact copy or resemblance of God the Father,

in respect of his divine nature, being as truly God of God, in

that capacity, as he is man of man in another. Thus, as before

said, the Ante-Nicene as well as Post-Nicene writers understood

the phrases of Christ's being the image of God, and express image

of his hypostasis : and not only so, but the very words of the text,

his being " in the form of God," were by them c believed to sig-

a In effigie et imagine, qua Filitts bum «iVdva, et imaginem ideo nomi-

Patria, vere Dei prsedicatus est. Ter- nari, quoniam ita procedit a Patre, ut

tull. contr. Marc. lib. v. cap. 20. p. eum necessario exprimat, antiqui om-

486. nes Theologi demonstrant; qui imagi-

Et forty tlicav tov 6<oC tov dopdrov, nem dici Verbum Dei asserant.guafenu*

doparos fiKuv—rrjf aKaTovopdarov, teat a Patre gignitur. Petav. de Trin. lib.

d<p8eyKTnv vffo(TTd<r(0)s tov irarpbs (I- vi. cap. 5- p. 326.

(caiv, 6 xapaKTTip, \6yos, &c. Origen. 0 Vide Petav. de Trin. lib. vi. cap.

apud Athan. torn. i. p. 233. 6. per totum.

Trjv iraTpiKr}V (p<j>fp€iav dicptfiios 7T€- Tijs &tias <bvo~€a>s dnavyaapa Kai ^a-

ij>vK( frinff 1 1' 6 vios tov iraTp6s, Trjv Kara paKTTjp. Origen. contr. Ce.ls. p. 342.

lrdvra opoiorrjTa avrov (k qbitarais a?ro- Compare the parallel expressions in

/ia£a/ifpo?, Kai dnapdWaKTos ftKtav tov the apocryphal book of Wisdom.

Trarpbt Tvyxdvav, (cat tov irpaiTorimov 'Ar/itr rrjs tov Qtov ivvdfuas' dir6p-

(KTvTTos xapaKTtjp. Alexand. Theod. E. poia rrjs tov navroKpaTOJos od£ijs »tXt-

H. lib. i. cap. 4. p. 15. icptvijs' 'Anavyao-pa </io)rus' dtSi'ov' ?cro-

As to Post-Nicene writers, see Pe- ttTpov cutrfKiboDrov rrjs tov ©«oC fVfp-

tavius, who has collected their testi- ydat' tlxav rr/e dya96rrjTos avrov.

monies, and who gives his judgment Cap. vii. ver. 25, 26.

of all in these words : c iEque non erit Deus Christus

Porro ex vi et nativa conditione pro- vere, si nec homo vere fuit in effigie

ductionis suae hoc imaginem habere, ut hominis constitutus—quod si in effigie

auctorem reprjesentet : adeoque Ver- et imagine, qua Filius Patrw, vere
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nify his being God, or God of God, or Son of God; all amounting

to the same thing. This construction agrees also perfectly well

with the context, which no other does. Nor the phrase of fiop^u

bovKov Aa/3£>i>, " taking upon him the form of a servant," is

plainly meant of his taking upon him human nature, becoming

thereby a servant of God in that capacity. The Apostle himself

interprets the " fonn of a servant " by the word immediately

following, Iv ofioudfian avOptaitoiv yev6p.(vos, that is, being made in

the likeness ofman ; which is the same with being really and truly

man : being in the form of man, as Son of man, in like manner

as he was before said to have been in the form of God, as Son of

God. The d ancients have constantly interpreted the " form of

" a servant " in the sense which I have mentioned. Human

nature was that " form of a servant " which our Lord assumed,

and he became a servant by becoming man. The construction

then now given of the words, iv p-opcprj Qeov, being agreeable to

the context, as well as to the literal grammatical signification of

the words ; and being besides countenanced by parallel places

of Scripture, and received by the ancients in general, it is cer

tainly preferable to any other ; and we need not look out further

for a meaning, when we have so great reason to believe that

this is the true and the only true one that can be assigned. Yet

I must not conceal from you, that there is another interpretation,

which has been taken up of late, and much contended for by

some of the Arian persuasion. I must observe to you, in the

way of preliminary, that all the appearances of God, under the

Old Testament, were supposed by the ancients to have been in

and by God the Son. It was he that called himself God of

Dei praedicatus est, etiam in effigie et Patre Deum esse meminisset, nun-

imagine bominis, qua Filius hominis, quam, &c. Novat. de Trin. c. 17.

vere bominem inventum. Tertul.contr. Ipse a Patre exaltatus sit, quia se

Marc. lib. v. cap. 20. p. 486. in terris Sermo et Virtus, et Sapientia

'O fu>myfvr)s toO Otoi \Ayos, Otoe Dei Patris humiliavit. Cypr. de Uni-

vKapX""' tK &<ov, K€K(va>Kfv iavzav, tat. Eccl. p. 118. ed. Ox.

&c. Hippolytus, vol. ii. p. 29. Fabric. The sentiments of Post-Nicene

ed. Fathers are well known, and need not

Ot6i flip Ktyaxrat tavrbv diro rou be mentioned,

tutu laa Btif. Cone. Antioch. Labb. d Herm. Pastor. Simil. r. cap. 2.

vol. i. p. 848. Clem. Alexandr. p. 251. Origen. in

'H Si nofxf>r) tov Qtov, koX 6 \6yot Joh. p. 34. Hippolyt. vol. ii. p. 2, 3,

fitr avrai 6«6r. <cal vi6e Qtov. Dionys. 29. Novat. cap. 17. Euseb. in Psalm.

Alex, contr. Paul. Samosat. p. 853. p. 616. Hilar, in Psalm, pag. 325.

Labb. ed. Bened. Athanas. Orat. i. p. 447.

Quamvi.- esset in forma Dei, non ed. Bened. Cyril. Hierosol. p. 322.

est rapinam arbitratus sequalem se ed. Ox.

Deo esse. Quamvis enim se ex Ded
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all along headed and conducted

the people of the Jews. This notion, so far, is just, and the fact

true, and it is of very good use against the Socinians especially ;

and, I may add, against the Arians also, when rightly under

stood. But some amongst us, mistaking this matter, have been

pleased to speak of those appearances, or transactions, of the

Son of God, as being little more than what any angel or arch

angel might have been capable of sustaining. They call it

personating God, acting in his name, and speaking his words.

And thus they understand that our Lord was, before his incar

nation, Iv (J-op<f>xi ©eofi, " in the form of God," being God's legate,

vicegerent, or representative. But against this there lie these

following objections :

i . That this construction of iv y.op<$>fi Qeov is perfectly pre

carious. They cannot name any ancient Catholic writer that

ever so understood it, nor bring any parallel text of Scripture

to countenance it.

a. In the next place, the very supposition itself of Christ's

personating God, in any such low sense, is a mere fancy and

fiction, unsupported by Scripture or Catholic antiquity. The

primitive writers who speak of it understood that our blessed

Lord did not barely personate God, but was himself really

God, and spoke in his own name, as well as the Fathers ;

being himself Lord and God, &c. as coeternal and coessential

Son of the Father R. So that this interpretation of " form

" of God, " so far as there is any thing of truth in it, will

at length resolve into the very same which I have before

given.

3. Admitting (but not granting) that God the Son personated

the Father in any such low sense as is pretended, (though our

adversaries cannot shew that he ever said, / am God the

Father, as he might have said upon their hypothesis, which

is worth observing,) yet that cannot be the meaning of iv pop<pri

&tov in the text ; for this plain reason : because St. Paul going

about to magnify the great condescension of God the Son, from

the highest pinnacle of glory (if I may so speak) to the lowest

instance of contempt and ignominy, would certainly begin with

the mention of what he was in his highest capacity. Now his

personating the Father is nothing so honourable a circumstance,

c See my Defence, &c. voh i. Query ii. p. 205, &c.
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as what St. John speaks of in the first chapter of his Gospel, or

what St. Paul himself has observed, (Coloss. i. 15, 16.) His

being God from the beginning, and maker of the world, are

of much higher import than personating God, which any angel

might do, in such a low sense as is here pretended. If then the

Apostle's argument did require that he should begin with the

highest instance of perfection belonging to the Son, and if there

be really a higher than is contained in this circumstance of person

ating God, (supposing it any thing more than a fiction,) it is a

demonstration that St. Paul did not intend iv p.opqbfj Qcov (" in

" the form of God") in any such low sense, as would only lessen

the miracle of Christ's condescension, and weaken the force

of the Apostle's argument. So much for this. Having settled

the meaning of the phrase Zv pop<pfi 0eoC, signifying as much as

God of God, or essentially divine, we may next proceed to

the following words : " thought it not robbery to be equal with

"God."

The phrase, ov\ apno.yp.bv 7)yr\<raTO, occurs not any where else

in Scripture, nor, so far as I can find, in any profane writer ;

(for there is a difference between apitaypa and aptsaypos* ;)

so that all the light we can have into it must be from the

grammatical meaning of the word, and from ancient versions,

and from ecclesiastical writers, and the context. Our trans

lators have rendered the words literally, and indeed very justly.

It will not however be amiss to inquire what may be fairly

pleaded for their interpretation. " Thought it not robbery to

" be equal with God." The ancientest versions of the New

Testament favour this rendering ; the Greek and Latin Fathers,

from the fourth century downwards, do as plainly countenance

it. Nay, Tertullian e, of the second or third century, seems to

have understood it in the same sense. The words will, in strict

propriety, bear it; and not only so, but more naturally and

properly than any other. Let us then put the sense together,

and see how it will stand. " Who being Son of God, and

" therefore essentially God, thought it not robbery, that is, knew

" that he did not wrongfully or unreasonably assume to be equal

f Vid. Wooton. Praefat. ad Clem. Deus erat Sermo Hie certe est

Rom. p. 187. qui in effigie Dei constitutus, non

f Sermo enim Deus, qui in effigie rapinam existimavit esse se aequalem

Dei constitutus, non rapinam existi- Deo. Ibid. p. 504.

mavit pariari Deo. Tertull. p. 3J9.
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" with God : but, notwithstanding, was pleased to make himself

" of no reputation,'" &c. The Apostle having before told us that

the- Son was really God (which I have shewn to be the meaning

of " being in the form of God11) might very justly add, that he

was " equal with God which is only explanatory of what

he had said, and more emphatically expressing the dignity

and majesty of that Person, whose condescension he was going

to illustrate. The phrase, tlvat io~a 0etj>, admits of no construc

tion so naturally as this, " to be equal with Godh." The force

of it lies in the word etvat. For, whatever instances may be

brought of the use of the word tcra, it can never be shewn that

(Ivat i<ra signifies any thing so naturally as to be equal to, or equal

with. What confirms this construction is, that the ancients

'frequently infer the equality of the Son with the Father, from

his being the " Son of God," or the " image of God either of

which comes to the same sense with St. Paul's " form of God."

And why might not St. Paul make the same just inference from

the same premises, since it flows so naturally from them, and

was very pertinent to the argument on which he was treating?

The most considerable objection against it is from the particle

dAAa, following after ; which some think should rather have

been aW"1 Bpus, or the like. But this piece of criticism is easily

got over : it is frequent kfor the sacred writers to have the word

&\\a instead of dAA' opuos, signifying howbeit, or nevertheless: and

so indeed our translators should have rendered it here,

agreeably to their rendering of the words preceding. I shall

give two or three instances out of St. Paul's own writings.

I Cor. ix. 12. " If others be partakers of this power over you,

" are not we rather? Nevertheless" (dAAo in the Greek) " we

" have not used this power." So again, Bom. v. 1 3, 14. " Sin

" is not imputed when there is no law : nevertheless" (dAAa

h See Pearson on the Creed, Art.

II. p. 123.

I Et bene qui dixit ipsum immen-

8um Patrein in Filio mensuratum :

mensura eniin Patris Filius, quoniam

et capit eum. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 4.

P-23I-

O pciot Xoyof, 6 (pavipdiTixTos ovrut

Qtot. 6 t<5 AiinroTrf tu>v okwv f£«r<i>-

6fis' OTi rjv vius aiirov, Kai 6 \6yot rfv

iv r<j> 6fc». Clem. Alex. p. 86. eu. Ox.

"\v , €ikuiv avrdi Tvyxdvav tov dopd~

tov Qtov, km iv Tip ixtyidn aa^fi rr/v

eUova tov Trarpos' oi jap olov r t/v

tivai o-vp.p.(Tpov (Iv ovrtoc ovofxao-to)

Kai KaXfjv fUova tov doparov Otov, pf)

Kai tov pryidovs irapivTacrav tt/v tiKova.

Orig. contr. Cels. p. 323.

k Gen. xl. 15. 2 Chron. xxx. 11.

lsa. xlix. 15. Matth. xxiv. 6. Mark

ix. 13, 22. x. 43. xiii. 7, 20, 24. xiv.

29, 36. Luke xvi. 30. xxi. 9. Joh. xi.

ii, 16. xvi. 7. Acts vii. 47. 2 Cor.

v. 1 6. vii. 6. xii. 16. Coloss. ii. 5.

2 Tim. i. 12. 2 Pet. iii. 14. 1 Tim. i.

16. Rev. ii. 4, 6.
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again) " death reigned from Adam to Moses." There is

therefore no sufficient ground for laying aside this construction

on account of the particle; which may, and often does, signify

the same as nevertheless, howbeit, notwithstanding, &c. Thus far

I have been pleading for that sense of the words which appears

in our English version. The sum of the plea is, that it is

literal and grammatical; agrees with the oldest versions; is

countenanced by Tertullian in the beginning of the third century,

and by the Catholic Fathers in general1 after the Nicene

Council ; is very pertinent to the Apostle's argument, and

there is no objection of weight from the context against it.

If this construction be admitted, the Apostle's reasoning

so far, will run thus : " Who being essentially God, as Son of

" God, knew that he was rightfully and naturally equal with

" God, and could not be said to usurp or arrogate in respect to

" what was his own. Nevertheless he made himself of no

" reputation, appearing and acting much below his dignity,

" taking upon him human nature, &c." It must be owned that

some of the Ante-Nicene writers interpreted the words differ

ently. Origenm, understanding the whole passage, as it seems,

of the man Christ Jesus, (whose soul he supposed to have

preexisted,) interprets the phrase, ov\ apTiayfibv i]yri<Taro, &c.

did not assume, or covet to he honoured as God. And this

construction he was led into from this consideration, that the

Aoyos, or divine nature of Christ, could not be capable of any

proper exaltation. Novatian11 understands the passage of the

Ao'yos, or divine nature, and makes the sense to be, that Christ

did not pretend to an absolute equality with God the Father,

considering himself as second only, or as Son of the Father.

The churches of Lyons and Vienne (in a letter recorded by

1 I may give one or two for a speci

men.

Quid est " non rapinam arbitratus

est esse se spqualem Deo?" Non usur-

pavit a?qualitatem Dei, sed erat in ilia

in qua natus erat. August. Tract, in

Joh. 17.

Non quasi rapinam habebat aequa-

litatem cum Patre, quam in substantia

sui, tanquam Deus et Dominus poasi-

debat. Ambros. de Fid. lib. ii. c. 8.

Non alienum arbitratus est, esse

auod natus est. Aug. contr. Max. p.

Manens enim in forma Dei, non vi

aliqua sibi ac rapina, id quod erat,

pnesumendum existimavit, scilicet ut

Deo esset sequalis. Erat enim in Dei

forma, nihilque ei ex ejus gloria de-

erat, in cujtis forma manebat ; sed

fonnam servi sui per humilitatem ac-

cepit, &c. Hilar, in Psalm, p. 325.

ed. Bened.

m Origen. in Joh. p. 34, 413. He

seems to be of the same opinion in his

book against Celsus. See p. 167, 168,

172.

n Novatian. de Trin. c. 17.
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Eusebius0,) seem to understand it thus, that our Lord did not

assume to himself, as he justly might have done, to be honoured

as God, but waved his privilege, and declined all ostentation of

his glory, for a pattern to, and for the good of others. The

three interpretations now mentioned are different from each

other, and all of them reconcilable with Catholic principles.

Origen's, though singular, is very safe, for one that would be

only upon the defensive, in respect of this text, against the

Arians. Novatian's may serve either way; because, while he

denies only such an equality as no Catholic contends for, he

asserts the true equality of nature between Father and Son P.

The third interpretation is too loose and general to make

any thing of on either side : only this is observable of them all,

that they construe the words ovx apvayphv rr/ij&aTo &c. not as a

part of the preceding character of Christ's greatness, but as part

of the consequent account of his humiliation, so far contrary to the

interpretation which I have before been pleading for. You

may have observed, from what has been already hinted, that,

taking the words as a part of the consequent account of Christ's

humiliation, they are still capable of a very good meaning,

and no way favourable, but contradictory, to the Arian hypo

thesis. For let the sense of the passage appear as follows :

" Who being essentially God, (and consequently having a

" rightful claim to be honoured equally with God,) yet did not

" covet or desire to be so honoured, did not insist upon his

" right ; but, for the greater glory of God, and for the good of

" others, chose rather (in the particular instance of his incarna-

" tion) to wave his pretensions, and, in appearance, to recede

" from them." This way of paraphrasing the words takes off

the objection about the particle aX\h, and answers to that sense

° Euseb. E. Hist. lib. v. cap. 2.

P Phcebadius of the fourth century,

a zealous defender of the Catholic doc

trine against the Arians, yet scruples

not to interpret this text nearly in the

same way with Novatian.

Hie Sermo, cum in forma Dei esset,

sapientia et ratione, et spiritus ratione,

et spiritus virtute constructus, hoc

est, totam vim Dei possidens, non se

Deo Patri adaquavit, sedformam servi

accipiens humiliavit se usque ad mor

tem. Induerat enim quod servire,

quod mori posait. Phabad. contr.

Arian. Bibl. Patr. torn. iv. p. 304.

Cyril also of Alexandria seems, in

one place, to have understood the

words ov\ apiraypbv lryrfoaro, as part

of the consequent account of Christ's

humiliation.

'O fiev yap tu>v 5\u>v <ra>rijp <cni

Kvpws, irairoi ptrbv avra to iv popdifj

Kai IfTonjTi rfi Kara irav driovv opatrdai

npbi rbv nartpa, Kai rots ttjs Btarqroi

iva^pvvffrSai OaKois. ov\ apirayp'.v

rryrjo-aro rb tlval tea 6fa>, dXX* iav~

rbv, &c. Cyril. Alex, contr. Jul. lib. vi.

P- 195-
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of the phrase, ovx hpnaynbv ^yj;<raro, which Origen, Novatian,

and the churches of Lyons &c. took it in ; and withal secures

the main point which we insist on from this text, namely, the

equality, the essential equality of the Son to the Father. In fine,

either sense of the phrase, ovx ap-naypov fjyfoaro, will suit very

well with Catholic principles ; but it is the latter only that can

be any way drawn to favour the Arians : which indeed is the

true reason why they contend so much for it. As to the two

interpretations which I have given, the first, agreeing with our

English version, seems to me preferable. It has been, in a

manner, the standing interpretation for 1300 years. It has

given indeed great uneasiness to the Arians; but they were

never yet able, nor ever will bo, to confute it. I pass on to the

next words. " But made himself of no reputation, and took

" upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness

" of men." Which words should have been turned thus : Never

theless he emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made

in the likeness of men. This rendering is not only more exact

and conformable to the original, but also more suitable to the

rendering of the words preceding. When our Lord is said to

have " made himself of no reputation," or to have emptied him

self, which signifies much the same, we are not to suppose that

he qlost any thing which he had before; or that he ceased to be

in the form of God, by taking on him the form of man. No : he

had the same essential glory, the same real dignity, which he ever

had, but among men concealed it ; appeared not in majesty and

glory like to God, but divested himself of every dazzling appear

ance, and every outward mark of majesty and greatness, rcon-

1 E« Si Kai (rana 6vtjt6v Kai yfrvxyv

dv&pamivijv avaXafiuv 6 aSdvaTos Qcbs

\6yos, ttoKti tw KcXcr^> dWaTTftrOai

Kai fxtTcrrrXdma6at' fiavOavtrco on 6

Xoyos, oiiSiv pi* >ra(rx« i>v 7rd<rx« to

<ra>fia, ri if ifaxV- o-vyKorafiaivav be &o.

Origen. contr. Cels. p. 170.

Non amitteDS quod erat, sed ac-

cipiens quod non erat. Aust. in Joh.

Tract. 17.

'EafuKpwfv avrov tijv Beorrfra. Eu-

seb. lib. i. cap. 13.

Nam etsi apostolus semetipsum ex-

inanisse dicit, formam servi suscipi-

endo, non utique sic exinanitutn acci-

pimus ut aliud quam quod fuerat idem

apiritUH fieret : sed ut, seposito interim

majestatis sua; honore, humanum

corpus indueret, quo suscepto, salus

gentium fieret. tit enim sol cum

nube tegitur, claritas ejus comprimi-

tur, non caecatur ; et lumen illud quod

toto orbe diffusum claro splendore

cuncta perfundit, parvo admodum

obstaculo nubis includitur, non au-

fertur : sic et homo ille quern Dominus

Jesus Salvatorque noster, id est, Deus,

Deique Filius induit, Deum tamen in

illo non intercepit, sed abscondit.

Pseud-Ambros. de Fid. Orthod. cap.

viii. p. 355. ed. Bened.

r To o-KtfiTTpov ttis ntyakuitrvvjjs toO

Qeov 6 Kvpios i)iiS>v Xpiorot 'itjaovs

ovk f/\6fi> iv Kdjimf d\a(ovlai oiDi
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descending to appear, and act, and converse as a man, like unto

us in all things, sin only excepted. In this sense it is that our

Lord emptied himself. He came not with any pomp and osten

tation of greatness, he laid aside his Godlike majesty, and dis

robed himself, as it were, of all outward glories, becoming a

man, a miserable man, and in that nature suffering, bleeding,

and dying for us. " Wherefore God hath also highly exalted

" him." Here we must make a pause, and inquire diligently

what this exaltation means. One that is truly Son of God, and

in a proper sense God, cannot be properly exalted; that is,

cannot be preferred to any higher or better state than he ever

enjoyed, nor receive any improvement of, or accession to, his

essential dignity, glory, or happiness. Hence it is, that as

many of the ancients as have understood the text of a proper

exaltation, have interpreted it of the human only, and not the

divine nature of Christ. This is true of the Ante-Nicene, as

well as Post-Nicene writers, which appears from Origen8 and

Hippolytus' : and I do not know of any direct testimony to the

contrary. So that here again the Arians, understanding it of a

proper exaltation to a better state, and of Christ considered in

his highest capacity, run counter to the doctrine of the ancients

before the Nicene Council, in a very material article respecting

this controversy.

The ancients were certainly in the right not to admit of any

proper exaltation, in the sense before given, in respect of the

divine nature of Christ. For, as "Athanasius and other Ca

tholics well argue in this case, how could he, that was icith God,

and in the bosom of the Father, be exalted, or become higher

than he always was ? How could the Giver and Dispenser of all

graces receive any thing as a matter of grace or favour? How

could he be then said to have attained the privilege of being

adored, who had long before been adored both by men and

vntpi](pavtas, Kalncp 8vvaptvos' aWa pr)6jj xmb rap pr) Svvapivav alrbv /3Xe-

raTT(iVO<ppovu)V, xaduye to nvcvpa to irftv KaOb Xdyos ijp, Kat 7rpop 6f6p rjvy

oyiov irepi avrov i\aki)o-(v. Clem. Horn. ko\ Btos r/v. Orig. contr. Cels. lib. vi.

Bp. cap. xvi. p. 70.

hvrof piv yap iv rjj aa>6apTU avrov 5 'O yap Xdyos h> apxfl irpbc tov

86$jj wpos qpas ikdf'iv TjSvvaTo' dXX* Otbv, 6 0for Xdyor ovk fVi8«\cTO t6

fipds ovSerrairore to piytBos Ttjs idfijt imtpvtywOrivai. Orig. in Joh. p. 413.

avrov f3ao-ra£tiv IjfivvuptSa. Iren. lib. Huet.

iv. cap. 38. p. 284. ' 'Yirepv^rovadat Xt'ymu, icni ins ovk

Oortff iv apxfj npos rbv Qtbv &>v, &ia iXwv> &ta T0 a:-$po>nivov povovovxh &C.

tovs Ko\\r)6ivras rjj aapKi (cat ytvopi- Hippolyt. Fragm. vol. ii. p. 29. Fabric.

watt ontp o-apf, ryrvrro o-ripf, iva x<a- u Athanas. Op. torn. i. p. 445, &c.
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angels? He who was God from the beginning, who had glory

with the Father " before the world was," who is himself the

" Lord of glory," and Creator and Preserver of all things, was

infinitely too high, too great, and too divine, to receive any ac

cession to his dignity, any real increase [either [of perfection or

glory. Thus far is very right ; and therefore, if a proper exal

tation, in that sense, be intended, it can only be meant of Christ

as God-man, receiving those honours and titles, in his human or

mediatorial capacity, which he had always enjoyed in another.

And thus the xancients, for the most part, have understood

Christ's exaltation to be no more than a kind of new investiture,

upon his new and late condescension; and his having those

rights, titles, and honours confirmed to him as God-man, which

as God he never wanted. This, in the main, is true and right;

and is a good account, in part, of what was in fact. But there

is some reason to think that it is not precisely and accurately

the meaning of this text. For if the exaltation be meant only

of the human nature, it is more natural to suppose that St. Paul

would not here have spoken of the condescension of the Logos,

but would rather have told us only what the man Christ Jesus

had done, how humbly and how righteously Christ had demeaned

himself in that capacity, and how God had rewarded his services.

And thus it is that y Hormas, a very early writer of the first

century, represents this matter. zAn ancient commentator upon

x Ei it xnlrovadai \tytrat, Kai iv

ra£ti xapitTfurros to imtp nav Svofia

&f\f(T&ai, (is (Kflvo flijAovcm pfraaapKos

rrravaytTai, (is OTTfp %v Kai fit^a (rapKos.

Cyril. Alex. Thesaur. p. 130.

Vid. etiam Greg. Nyss. contr.

K'inorn. Orat. v. p. 597. Athanas.

aliosque.

T Adbibito itaque Filio, quern carum

et hseredem habebat, et amicis quos

in consilio advocabat, indirat ea quae

servo suo facienda mandasset, qua;

praeterea ille fecisset. At illi protinus

gratulati sunt servo illi, quod tarn

plenum testimonium Domini sui as-

secutus fuisset. Ait deinde illis : Ego

quidem huic servo libertatem promisi,

si custodisset mandatum meum quod

dederam.et custodivit illud.et praeterea

opus bonum adjecit in vineam, quod

raihi quam plurimum placuit. Pro

hoc igitur opere quod fecit, volo eum

Filio meo facere cohaeredem ; quoniam

WATERLAND, VOL. II.

cum sensisset quod esset bonum, non

oraisit sed fecit illud. Herm. Simil. v.

p. 104. Coteler.

z Quibusdam tamen videtur ho-

mini donatum esse nomen : quod est

super omne nomen quod nullo genere,

nulla ratione convenit. Si cnim

Chri8tus Dei Filius idem ipse et

homo est, non poterat Dens homo

factus, sed manens Deus, his egere

qua; habebat : aut si secundum quod

homo erat, his egebat quae Dei sunt,

ipse sibi Dei Filius Deus dedisset quae

deerant ei juxta quod homo erat.—

Neque caro hoc posset effici quod est

Deus. Sed forte ut adoptione Deus

esset : et hie color est. Incipiet enim

ex parte Deus verus esse Christus, et

ex parte adoptivus, aut duo Dii : sed

aliud Scriptura signifkat. Illi enim

donatum significat, qui se exinanivit,

qui formam servi accepit, qui in simi-

litudinem hominis factus est homo,

1
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this text gives several reasons why the exaltation here spoken of

is not, cannot be intended of the Man only, but of Christ in his

whole Person. " i. Because, if Christ be God as well as Man,

" then all the time from his incarnation he must have had, along

" with his humanity, all that pertains to God; and therefore

could not afterwards properly receive what he had before.

" a. Supposing that he wanted any thing in respect of his man-

" hood, yet why should the Father be said to give what he him-

w self, as God, could easily supply ? 3. The things mentioned as

" given to Christ are too high and great for the man to receive,

" unless the human nature be supposed to be divine, which is

" absurd : or if it be supposed to have been made God by adop-

" tion, then either Christ is God partly by nature and partly by

" adoption, or the two natures are two Gods. 4. It appears

" from the text, that the exaltation belongs to the same nature

" which condescended and emptied itself. And what nature was

" that but the Divine nature? Or what great matter would it

" have been for the Apostle to have told us, that a man did not

" pretend to be equal with God, or was obedient to God V

There is a great deal of weight in the reasonings of this

author, which made him at length a conclude, that the text does

not speak of any proper exaltation, or new accession to any thing,

but of the more illustrious manifestation of him, for the solemn

proclaiming him to be what he always was. And this, indeed,

I take to be true in part, though not the full meaning of the

text before us. Though the absolute, essential dignity of our

blessed Lord was always the same, and in respect of which he

was ever equal with God, yet his relative dignity towards us,

founded in the obligations we have received from him, never so

signally appeared as in that amazing and astonishing instance

of condescension and goodness, his becoming man, and dying

for us. We were hereby "bought with a price," becoming

servants to Christ, and Christ a Lord to us, in a peculiar sense b,

qui patri obedivit. Si Homo Deo Etc tovto van \purr6s koi anidavt

ratri obedivit, quid magnum est quod km dw'onj koi avtfa<rev, iva m\ vtupSiv

dixit Apostolus ? Sed hoc magnum xai (avrav Kvpuvtrr). Rom. xiv. 9.

dicit, quia cum sequalis esset obedivit. Invisibilis visibilis factus, et incom-

Pseud-Ambros. in loc. p. 255. prehensibilis factus comprehensibilis,

a Hoc ergo natus accepit, ut post et impassibilis passibilis, et Verbum

crucem manifestaretur quid a Patre homo, universain semetipsum recapi-

dum generaretur accepent. tulans : uti sicut in superccelestibus et
h 1 Cor. vi. 20. vii. 22, 23. 1 Pet. spiritalibus, et invisibilibus princeps

1. 19.
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and under a new and special title. Upon this occasion, and on

this account, it pleased God, in the most solemn and pompous

manner, to proclaim the high dignity of God the Son, to rein

force his rightful claim of homage, and to command heaven and

earth, angels and men, to pay him all honour, reverence, and

adoration suitable to the dignity of so great, so good, so divine

a Person as the Son of God. He had lately run through an un

paralleled work of mercy, had redeemed mankind and triumphed

over death and hell : upon this his divinity is recognised, and

his high worth proclaimed. We may observe how, under the

Old Testament, it pleased God often to insist upon what great

things he had done (though many of them slight in comparison

to the work of redemption) in order to move the persons con

cerned to receive him as God. So he tells Abram, " I am the

" Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees." Gen. xv. 7.

And to the children of Israel he says : "I will take you to me

" for a people, and I will be to you a God : and ye shall know

" that I am the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from

" under the burdens of the Egyptians." Exod. vi. 7. And again,

" I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of tho

" land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt have

" no other Gods before me." Exod. xx. 2, 3. Or when it pleased

God to speak any thing higher of what he had done, he reminded

his people of his being their Creator and Redeemer. " Thus

" 8aith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacob, and he that formed

corporalibus principatum habeat, in

semetipBum primatum assumens, et

apponens semetipsum caput Ecclesia?,

nnirersa attrabat ad semetipsum apto

in tempore. Iren. lib. iii. cap. 16.

p. 206.
Accipiens omnium potestatem,

quando Verbum caro factum est, ut

quemadmodum in coelis principatum

habuit Verbum Dei, sic et in terra

haberet principatum, quoniam homo

justus, " qui peccatum non fecit, nec

" inventus est dolus in ore ejus ;"

principatum autem habeat eorum qua?

sunt terra, ipse primogenitus mortu-

orum factus : et ut viderent omnia,

quemadmodum praediximus, suum

regem, &c. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 20.

Per omnem venit setatem, et mfan-

tibus infans factus. Sanctificans in

fantes: in parvulis parvulus in

juvenibus juvenis, exemplum juveni-

bus fiens, et sanctificans Domino.

Sic et senior in senioribus, ut sit per-

fectus magi6ter in omnibus deinde

et usque ad mortem pervenit ut sit

" primogenitus ex mortuis, ipse pri-

" matum tenens inomnibus/'princeps

vita;, prior omnium, pnccedens omnes.

Iren. p. 147, 148.

The sense of all this is very dis

tinctly expressed by Hippolytus :

Or cnovpavi&v, Kai emyeloyv, Kai

Kara\6ovia>v $ao~ikfvs Kai KpiTtft irav

rov mrobtbdKTai. iitovpavtav pcv on

\6yos rov narpbs irpo wavrav yeyevr}-

ptvos yv* €TTty€uav 8e, on avOpamos iv

dvdpamoic iyfvvr\6r\, avairKaaaav 8i

iavrov roy *A5a/i' Kara^Soviwv 5«, art

xal eV vtKpois KaT(\oyia6ji—Sta 6ava-

tov rbv 6dvarov vixav. Hippol. de An

tichrist, cap. xxvi. p. 15. Fabric.

I 2
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" thee, O Israel, Fear not : for I have redeemed thee, I have

" called thee by my name; thou art mine." Isa. xliii. i. We

see from hence, how even God the Father asserted his claim to

the homage and adoration of his people, from the good and great

things he had done for them. Not that he was not God and

Lord before, but because the obligations laid upon them were

apt to strike the more powerfully, and to bring the consideration

of their duty towards him close and home to their hearts. To

apply this to our present purpose ; you may please to consider,

that after God the Son had shewn such amazing and astonishing

acts of goodness towards mankind, then was it proper to celebrate

his name to the utmost, to recognise the dignity and majesty of

his Person, and to reoommend him to the world, as their God

and Lord, with all imaginable advantage, with such endearing

circumstances as could not but affect, ravish, and astonish every

pious and ingenuous mind. And thus I understand the words,

" wherefore God also hath highly exalted him." That is ; on

account of the great work of redemption, so full of love and

goodness, so astonishing and so endearing, God hath remarkably

proclaimed his dignity, and set forth his glory ; commanding all

men hereupon to acknowledge him their God and Lord ; their

Lord always, but now more especially, by a new and distinct

claim, as their Saviour, and Deliverer, and only Redeemer0. As

to the sense of the word exalted, nothing is more frequent in

Scripture than such as I have here given. I shall mention

c God the Father had remained as

glorious as now he is, although he had

never created the world ; for the

creation gave much, even all they had,

to things created, it gave nothing un

to God, who was in being infinite : yet

if God had created nothing, the attri

bute of Creator could have had no real

ground, it had been no real attribute.

In like manner, suppose the Son of

God had never condescended to take

our nature upon him, he had remained

as glorious in his nature and person

as now he is ; yet not glorified for, or

by, this title or attribute of incarna

tion. Or suppose he had nof'humbled

" himself unto death" he had re

mained as glorious in his nature and

person, and in the attribute of incar

nation, as now he is; but without

these glorious attributes ofbeing " our

" Lord and Redeemer," and of being

the " fountain of grace, and salvation

*' unto us." All these are real attri

butes, and suppose a real ground or

foundation ; and that was " his hum-

*' bling himself unto death, even the

'* death of the cross." Nor are these

attributes only real, but more glorious,

both in respect of God the Father,

who was pleased to give his only Son

for us, and in respect of God the Son,

who was pleased to pay our ransom

by his humiliation, than the attribute

of creation is. The Son of God then,

not the Son of David only, hath been

exalted since his death to be our Lord,

by a new and real title, by the title of

redemption and salvation. Jackson on

the Creed, vol. iii. lib. ii. cap. 3. p. 316.

See also Bull Prim. Trad. p. 39, 40.
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only two or three examples, referring to a Concordance for

the rest.

" He is my God—and I will exalt him." Exod. xv. 2. " Ex-

" alted be the God of the rock of my salvation." 2 Sam. xxii. 47.

" Let the God of my salvation be exalted." Psal. xviii. 46.

" Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength.'1 Psal. xxi. 13.

" Thou art my God, and I will praise thee ; thou art my God,

" and I will exalt thee." Psal. cxviii. 28. " The Lord alone

" shall be exalted in that day." Isa. ii. 11,17. These (besides many

other instances of like kind) are enough to justify this interpre

tation of the word exalted d. Besides that I would have it

observed, that the word in the original is not v\j/<ao-(, but

wrtpitywae e. The former very probably would have been used,

had the Apostle intended only a proper local exaltation of the

man Christ Jesus to the right hand of God. Further ; the im

mediate words following confirm this sense of the word. For,

how is Christ exalted ? God " hath given him a name which is

" above every name." That is, he has extolled and magnified

his name above all names. Thus was the Son of God exalted,

or glorified, for the great things he had done, and dignified (if

I may so speak) with a very high and honourable title, (too big

for any creature to have merited, or for any thing less than him

self to wear,) that of Redeemer and Preserver of man, and Lord of

the whole universe. After the Apostle had taught us the great and

supereminent dignity of God the Son, it was very proper to add,

" to the glory of God the Father/' that we might not be so

entirely taken up with admiring and reverencing the excellency

and perfections of God the Son, as to forget that he is a Son

still, referring all to God the Father f ,- whose glory it is to have

had always with him, and " rejoicing always before him," so

great and so divine a Son, equal to himself, the express image,

the perfect transcript and adequate resemblance of his Person s.

* 'O Qtds avrov v7Tfpvifra>tTt. vat' 6 f3ao~i\ta tov oipavov. Dan. iv. 34.

6«o» yap Xryti T<j> ©ty ptov 'iijffou ' jEqualem ergo Patri credite

Xpitrry flta AafiiS, 'Y^ciftjTi tVi tovs Filium : sed tamen de Patre Filium,

olparois 6 Gtbs, xai <V1 naaav rtjv yrjv Patrem vero non de Ftlio. Origo

i) iofa crov. 'Eio^turty avrbv 6 apud ilium, eequalitas apud istum

Karqp- aAXa xai 6 vibe t!S6£ao-f tov genuit autem Pater aqualem sibi, et

mrrtpa, Sec. Dionys. Ascript. Epist. totum quicquid est Films, habet de

comtr. Samosal. p. 881. Labb. Patre, quod autem Deus Pater est non

« 2i 11 Kwpiot 6 tyiaros e'iri Trao-av babet de Filio. Itaque dicimus Patrem

rift yjjr, tr<f>6ipa vitfpv^a>&ris imip irdv- Deum de nullo, Filium Deum de Deo.

rat rait Gtoiis. Psal. xcvi. 9. Augustin. Serm. 140. torn. v. p. 681.

Aipu teat iittpvtytii Kat bo£afa tov P 2«0opcv yt tov nartpa, 6avpd£ovrff
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I may just observe to you the strict accuracy of the Apostle's

expression " God the Father :" not God, absolutely, nor God his

Father, as some affect to speak, but " God the Father inti

mating that the Son is God also, and therefore, for distinction

sake, he adds, " the Father," expressing it thus, to the " glory

" of God the Father."

I have at length run through the text, explaining the parti

culars of it in their order. I shall now subjoin a summary view

of the whole, in a paraphrase conformable to the explication

before given.

" Ver. 3, 4. Be ye not vain-glorious, or selfish, but be

" willing to stoop and condescend even beneath yourselves,

"in some instances, for the glory of God and the good of

" others.

" Ver. 5. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ

" Jesus :

" Ver. 6. Who, though Son of God, and, as such, rightfully

" and really equal with God ;

"Ver. 7. Yet notwithstanding chose, in the instance of his

" incarnation, to hide his majesty, and to veil his glories under

" the garb of humanity ; being content to become a man, and

" thereby a servant to God, though by nature a Son, and Lord

"of all.

" Ver. 8. And having taken upon himself the nature and

" condition of a man, he submitted yet further, even to death

" itself ; and that too in the most ignominious circumstances,

" nailed to a cross.

" Ver. 9. This amazing and astonishing instance of conde-

" scension, love, and goodness, God the Father himself has most

" remarkably approved ; and has thereupon more solemnly and

" more illustriously proclaimed the supereminent dignity of God

" the Son, who had merited so highly of men.

" Ver. 10, 11. Commanding all persons to honour, worship,

" and adore him as God and Lord; and under the new and

" special title of Redeemer, to the glory of God the Father, whose

" Son he is ; their honour inseparable, and their glory one.""

This appears to be the most natural and obvious meaning of

this celebrated passage, consonant to Scripture, and to the

mVoO toi> v\ov, \nynif, Kat o-ocpiav, Kal Qtov, ovroi &f] Kai tov ytvwjdtvra drro

riXij&ini/, /tat htKmoaivrjv, xai irnvra, tov towivov irarpds. Orig. contr. Cels.

anep aval pepa&rjKafifv, tov v'inv tov p. 387.
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principles of the primitive and Catholic Church. I should now

make some reflections upon the whole, but have scarce room

barely to hint them for your leisure thoughts to improve.

Let the Socinians or Arians make as great a matter as they

please of a man's, or of a creature's becoming a servant to God ;

we shall think it a still greater and more marvellous condescen

sion, for one that was above every thing servile, himself equal to

God, to condescend as he did.

Let them magnify his merits and performances, done for his

own sake, to arrive at such an immense glory above all oilier

creatures ; we shall look upon them as more noble, more disin

terested, and truly divine, if done for others only, by one that

was himself too great to receive any recompense.

Let them value it as an extraordinary piece of condescension,

that he did not lay claim to what he had no right to ; we shall

think it more pious and more decent to say, that he quitted his

right, and receded from his just pretensions.

Let them honour him as their Lord, made as it were but of

yesterday ; we shall honour him as Lord and God from the be

ginning ; the Creator first, and now, at last, Redeemer of man.

Let them, lastly, look upon him as a servant still, a servant

at least to God, (as all creatures areh ;) while we, with angels

and archangels, with things in heaven, and things in earth, and

things under the earth, believe and confess that Jesus Christ is

no servant, but Lord and God, to the glory of God the Father.

" To whom with the Holy Ghost, all honour, and praise, might,

" majesty, power, and dominion, be ascribed now and for ever."

Amen.

k JEl n yap itrrw h> rois oiaiv, i) avdytajt tKndtpa' ij St ktiotti, OovKtKrj

SxTitrrot (pvais iarai, i) ktiott). dXX' KaivoiioisbtaTrmiKoislnoiiivT). Pseudo-

" utv arrurros, ifcmorucr] mi rrd<n)s Just. Exp. Fid.



Divine Titles ascribed to Christ in Holy Scripture :

CHRIST'S DIVINITY

PROVED FROM HIS TITLES.

The sixth Sermon preached February 3, 1 74$.

John xvi. 15.

All things that t/ie Father hath are mine : there/ore said I, that

he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

1 HESE aro the words of our blessed Saviour, speaking of the

Spirit of Truth, otherwise styled the " Spirit of God a," and

" Spirit of the living God°," and " Spirit of the Father and

" Spirit of the Lordd and sometimes the " Spirit of Christ e,"

and " Spirit of Jesus f," and emphatically " the Spirit s," but most

commonly the " Holy Spirit," or " Holy Ghost," who is the third

Person of the ever blessed and adorable Trinity. Our Lord had

intimated, in the verses foregoing, that this divine Person, the

Spirit of Truth, should shortly come upon the disciples, and

" guide them into all truth;" (ver. 13.) "for,'" says our blessed

Saviour, " he shall not speak of himself ;" that is, not of himself

alone, separate from, or independent of, every other person11,

but " whatsoever he shall hear," (that is, know in an ineffable

manner, by his intimate union and communion in all things with

a Matt. iii. 16. Rom. viii. 9, 14.

xv. 19. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11, 14. hi. 16.

vi. 11. Eph. iv. 30. 1 Pet. iv. 14.

b 2 Cor. iii. 3.

c Matt. x. 20. Eph. iii. 14, 16.

d Acts v. 9. viii. 39. 2 Cor. iii.

17.18.

e Rom. viii. 9. Gal. iv. 6. 1 Pet.

i. 11.

f Acts xvi. 7. See Mill upon this

place. Phil. i. 19.

f Luke iv. 14. John iii. 8. vii. 39.

Acts ii. 4. viii. 29. x. 19. Rom. xv. 30.

h " Non enim loquetur a semet-

" ipso." Hoc est, non sine me et

sine meo et Patris arbitrio : quia in-

separabilis a mea et Patris est volun-

tate ; quia non ex se est, sed ex Patre

et me est : hoc enim ipsum quod

subsifitit et loquitur, a Patre et me illi

est. Didym. apud Hieron . vol. iv. pag.

514. cd. Bened.
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Father and Son,) " that shall he speak : and he will shew

" you things to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive

" of mine', and shall shew it unto you," ver. 14. That is, what

ever influences he shall shed, whatever truths he shall reveal,

whatever miracles he shall perform, they will be all so many

manifestations of my glory, as coming from me, acting and

speaking in and by the " Spirit of God." Then follow the

words of the text. " All things that the Father hath are mine :

" therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it

" unto you."

As much as to say, Think it not strange that I ascribe to

myself the operations and influences of the " Spirit of God,11

or " Spirit of the Father," with the glory of them : for though

these things do indeed of right belong to the Father, whose

Spirit he is ; yet this is very consistent with my claim, because

" all that the Father hath is mine :" his power is my power, his

works my works, his Spirit my Spirit ; our perfections common,

our nature equal, and our glory onek. This is the most natural

and obvious meaning of the text, consonant to other Scriptures,

and to Catholic antiquity ; as shall be shewn in the sequel.

The text might lead me to discourse on the divinity of the Holy

Ghost, as well as of the Son : but having hitherto confined myself

to the single point of Christ's divinity, that I might the more

fully and distinctly treat of it ; 1 shall for the same reason do so

still, and occasionally only touch upon the other, as it may fall

in my way, or may be subservient to my main point. The words

now under consideration will afford two distinct arguments of

the divinity of God the Son ; one particular and special, the

other more general.

j. The first, which I call particular and special, is contained

in this, that the operations, gifts, and graces of the Spirit of God

with the glory of them, are ascribed to Christ.

1 " De meo sumet," inquit, sicut

ipse de Patris. Ita connexus Patris

in Filio, et Filii in Paracleto, tres

efficit cohxrentea, alteram ex altero :

qui tres unum sint, noil units ; quo-

modo dictum est, " Ego et Pater unum

" -minis ;" ad substantia? unitatem,

non ad numeri singularitatem. Tertul.

eontr. Prax. cap. xxv.

'O irarrjp St v'tov triiv ayc'q) itvtvpaTt

to navra \api[(Ta\ nin a\\a narpbt

^apiafiara, Kai aXXa viov, icai aXXa

ayiov irvfvp.aTos. flia yap n aarnpta,

pia T] Svvapis, fita if niarts. Cyril.

Hieros. Catech. xvi. p. 236. Ox. ed.

k Licet a Patre procedat Spiritus

veritatis, et det illis Deus Spiritum

Sanctum petentibus se : tamen quia

" omnia quae habet Pater mea sunt,"

et ipse Spiritus Patris meus est, et de

meo accipiet. Didym. de Spir. Sanct.

apvd Hieron. torn. iv. p. 516.
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2. The second, which I call general, lies in the general reason

given as the foundation of the former ; that " all things that the

" Father hath," our Saviour attributes to himself, and challenges

as his own. Of these in their order.

I. We are to observe, that the operations, gifts, and graces

of the Spirit of God, with the glory of them, are ascribed to

Christ ; " He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you."

He shall glorify me : the glory of whatsoever shall be done or

taught by the Holy Spirit, our Lord ascribes to himself, as being

(in conjunction with the Father) the author and fountain of it.

The context indeed mentions only the Spirit's teaching ; but the

reason is the same for whatever should be done by the Holy

Spirit of God, who is also the Spirit of Christ : and therefore

the miraculous works of the Holy Ghost are expressly ascribed

to Christ by St. Peter, Acts ii. 33. " Being by the right hand

" of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise

" of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye now see

" and hear." When therefore our Lord says, " he shall receive

" of mine, and shall shew it unto you," it is but reasonable to

understand it of every operation, gift, or influence of the Holy

Spirit, (of whatever kind it were,) showered down upon the

Apostles. All were derived from Christ ; to him therefore (in

conjunction with the Father and the Holy Ghost) is the glory of

them to be ascribed, as is plain from the words, " he shall

" glorify me," ver. 14.

Now, if the Holy Ghost himself be a divine Person, and one

with God the Father, and adored together with him, as the

Catholic Church has all along taught1, and Scripture itself has

sufficiently intimated ; then we have here a clear and irresistible

proof of the divinity of Christ, who, as appears from this text, is

at least equal to, or in some sense greater than the Holy Ghost m.

But because the divinity of the Holy Ghost is what our adver

saries will no more admit than they will the other, and it

1 Justin. Mart. Apol. i. cap. 16. est : quoniam nec Paracletus a Christo

Athenagoras, p. 40, 90. Irenaeus, lib. acriperet nisi minor Christo esset.

iv. cap. 37. Clem. Alex. p. 1020. ed. Minor autem Christo Paracletus

Ox. Tertullian, contr. Prax. cap. ix. Christum etiam Deum esse hoc ipso

xiii. xxv. Hippolytus contr. Noet. probat a quo accepit qua; nuntiat ;

cap. xii. Origen. apud Basil, de Sp. S. ut testimonium Christi divinitatix

p. 219. in Joh. p. 124. Cyprian. Ep. grande sit, dum minor Christo Pa-

ad Jubajan. p. 203. racletus repertus, ab illo sumit qua;
m Si a Christo accepit quae mintiet. capteris tradit. Novat. de Trin. cap.

major ergo jam Paracleto Christus xxiv.
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would be here too great a digression for me to enter into the

proof of it ; I must be content to wave that point, and consider

only whether, or how far, our argument may be conceived to

stand independent of it.

The Person of the Holy Ghost is described in Scripture as the

immediate author and worker of miracles" ; and even of those

done by our Lord himself0 ; the Conductor of Christ Jesus in his

human capacity, during his state of humiliation here upon earthP ;

the inspirer of the Prophets and Apostles i ; the Searcher of all

hearts, and the Comforter of good Christians in difficultiesr. To

lie to him is the same thing as to lie unto Gods. Blasphemy

against him is unpardonable1. To resist him is the same thing

as to resist Godu. He is in God, and knows the mind of God

as perfectly as a man knows his own mind ; and that in respect

of all things, even the deep things of God". Men's bodies are his

temple?, and, by being his temple, are the temple of Godz. He

is joined with God the Father and Son, in the solemn form of

baptism8; in religious oaths, and in invocations for grace and

peace b ; in the same common operations0 ; in the same authori

tative mission and vocation of persons into the ministry d ; and ho

is joined with the Father in the same common mission, even of

the Son himselfe : in a word, he is Lordf (or Jehovah) and Gods,

and Lord of Hosts h. This is a brief summary of what the

Scriptures have taught us of the person, character, and offices

of the Holy Ghost. Exceptions may be made (though of no great

weight) to some particulars, which I have not here time to con

sider. The least that can be inferred from them, and what the

Arians themselves will not scruple to admit, is, that the Holy

Ghost is a Person of very high eminence, dignity, and majesty ;

much superior to any angel or archangel, or any other person

" Acts ii. 4, 45, 46. Rom. xv. 19.

1 Cor. ii. 4, 5. xii. 4, 8, 11, xiv. 2.

Heb. ii. 4.

0 Matt. xii. 18. Acts x. 38.

p Matt. iv. 1. xii. 18. Luke iv. 1.

John i. 32. iii. 34. Acts i. 2.

1 See the proofs in Clarke's Script.

Doctr. cap. hi. sect. 2.

r See Script. Doctr. cap. iv. sect. 3.

' Acts v. 3, 4.

* Matt. xii. 31, 32.

" Act* vii. 51.

* 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11.

J 1 Cor. vi. 19.

1 1 Cor. iii. 16. Eph. ii. 21, 22.

» Matt, xxviii. 19.

b 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Rev. i. 4, 5.

Rom. ix. 1.

c i Cor. xii. 4—7, &c.

d Acts xiii. 2. Compare H06. ii.

23. Acts ix. 15.

e Isa. xlviii. 16.

f Compare Exod. xxxiv. 34. with

2 Cor. iii. 17.

b Acts v. 3, 4.

h Compare Isa. vi. with Acts xxviii.

25, 26.
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whatsoever, excepting only God the Father, and his Son Christ

Jesus. Let it then be considered, that however great and glo

rious, however mighty and powerful, however wise and knowing,

however venerable and adorable this Person is, and however

intimate with, and united to, God the Father, whose Spirit he

is ; yet all that he is, and all that he does, is to be referred to

Christ, as the author and fountain of it. He claims the glory of

all, because all is his. Now if we consider the infinite distance

there is between God and the very highest of his creatures, and

how arrogant it must appear in any creature to make a claim of

this kind and value, a claim upon God's ovon Spirit, a claim of

glory (though in strictness glory can be due to God alone) as

having a hand in all his works, and, as it were, assisting and in

fluencing the very " Spirit of the Father :" I say, if we consider

this, and at the same time reflect that our blessed Lord (who

was the most perfect pattern of humility, meekness, and modesty)

has really made this claim, and has been thus familiar with

Almighty God ; what can we think less than this, that our

blessed Lord is infinitely superior to all creatures, and conse

quently is himself really, truly, and essentially God, coequal and

coeternal with God the Father ' I Thus, and thus only, can his

claim be justified, and his pretensions reconciled to the Scrip

tures, or to the truth and reason of things : which will appear

further, if we consider,

II. Secondly, the general reason, upon which our blessed Lord

founds his particular claim. "All things that the Father hath

" are mine." All things ; and therefore the very highest of all,

namely, those specified in that chapter. And indeed it is but

reasonable, and even necessary to suppose, that one who could

justly ascribe so much to himself must be in all respects equal

to the Father, excepting only (what the text intimates in

the very name of Father^) that he is not another Father,

1 Neque enim de creaturis sumebat Procul hinc absint dialecticorum

Spiritus Sanctus, qui Dei Spiritus tendiculae et sophismata a veritate

cat ; ut ex his videatur accipere, quia pellantur : quae occasionem impietatis

pa omnia Dei sunt. Hilar, de Trin. ex pia pnedicatione capientia, dicunt :

lib. ix. p. 1033. Ergo et Pater est Filius, et Filius

k Aia toGto yap dupi^wt ftp>)Ktv, Pater. Si enim dixisset, " Omnia

oira ?x« 6 narfip, iva mi 2>8« Xfyavrov " qufficunque habet Deris, mea sunt,"

■narlpa, pt) aii aims irarfip voptadrj- haberet impietas occasionem confin-

ni yap ftpqKtr iya> dpi 6 jrarijp, liAV gendi, ct verisimile videretur inenda-

oaatx" o Trnriip. Athanas. Op. vol.i. cium. Cum vero dixerit, "Omnia

p. 107. ed. Bcned. " qiw habet Pater, mea sunt;" Pa
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but Son of the Father. This clearly accounts for his ascribing

to himself all the influences, gifts, and graces of God's Holy

Spirit, and the glory of them. For if God the Son hath all

things that the Father hath, then hath he all the attributes and

perfections belonging to the Father ; the same power, rights,

and privileges; the same honour and glory; and, in a word,

the same nature, substance, and Godhead. Then, indeed, every

divine work is his work ; the Spirit of the Father is also his

Spirit; the operations of the Holy Ghost must, of course, be the

operations of Father and Son too; and the glory of every

thing must be referred to both, as to one common author and

fountain thereof. On these principles, the sense of the whole

passage is easy, expedite, and clear ; and very consonant to our

blessed Lord's account of himself in other places of this Gospel :

particularly where he says, " What things soever he," (the

Father) "doth, these also doth the Son likewise," John v. 19.

" I and my Father are one," John x. 30. " He that hath seen

" me hath seen the Father—I am in the Father, and the

" Father in me," John xiv. 9, 10. " Glorify me with thine own

" self, with the glory which I had with thee before the world

" was," John xvii. 5. " All mine are thine, and thine are mine,

"and I am glorified in them," John xvii. 10. These are very

high and strong expressions, confirming that sense of the text

which I have given, and which prevailed in the Christian Church

(as appears from Tertullian above cited) before the Council of

Nice, as well as after1. But my design is next to proceed

to other Scriptures which expressly ascribe the same high titles,

powers, and perfections to the Son which they do to the

Father ; therein justifying, or rather more fully and particularly

declaring, what our Lord had but briefly intimated in the words,

" All things that the Father hath are mine." My method

shall be,

1. To shew that the divine titles are ascribed to the Son

in holy Scripture : and,

2. That the divine attributes are also applied to him.

tris nomine se Filium declaravit ; Pa- mus, Interpr. Hieron. Op. torn. iv. p.

ternitatem, qui Filius erat, non usur- 516. Ambros. de Fid. lib. ii. cap. 4.

pavit. Didym. de Sp. S. Hieron. p. 477. ed. Bened. Cyril. Alex. Tries,

torn. iv. p. 516. ed. Bened. lib. ix. Aueustin. contr. Maxim, lib. ii.

1 Athanasius, vol. i. p. 106. Hila- p. 607, 700. ed. Bened. Cyril. Hieros.

riu» de Trin. lib. ix. p. 1004. Didy- Catn. xvi. p. 236.
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3. To sum up the force of the argument, and to obviate such

general objections as tend to weaken our conclusion.

I. The divine titles ascribed to the Son in Holy Scripture

are as follows; God, God with us, Lord God, true God, great

God, mighty God, God over all blessed for evermore, Jehovah,

Almighty, Lord of Glory, King of kings, and Lord of lords,

Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last. Of these in their

order.

As to the title of God, our adversaries are pleased to allow,

that " the Person of the Son is in the New Testament" (and the

Old Testament should not have been entirely omitted) " some-

" times" (and why is it not said frequently?) "styled Godm."

But then we are told that it" is not " so much" (is it then at

all !) " on account of his metaphysical substance—as of his

" relative attributes and divine authority," that he is sometimes

styled God. But this is more than our adversaries know, or

can give the least shadow of proof to countenance. The Son

of God may be proved from Scripture to be God, in the strict

and proper sense, after the very same way, and by the same

kind of arguments, that the Father himself can be shewn to be

God, in the strict and proper sense. What is said about

metaphysical substance (by which, it seems, is meant abstract

metaphysical substance0) is trifling to the last degree. For

undoubtedly the Trinitarians are not so destitute of common

sense and understanding, as to take the substance of Father, or

Son, to be an abstract idea; which is all the sense of an

abstract substance. They certainly mean a real, living, intelligent,

and infinitely perfect substance, existing without, necessarily

existing. And when they say that the Son is substantially or

essentially God, they intend to prevent equivocations, and to

assert, that the Son is not of a fading perishing nature, as

creatures are; no precarious being, depending on the will

and choice of another, but truly divine and necessarily existing.

If this be admitted, we have no further occasion to speak

a word of substance; which, after all, is nothing more than

another name for being or thing. And it must appear very

strange, and savouring too much of delicacy or cavilling, that, if

we are able to prove the Son to be eternal, divine, necessarily

m See Clarke's Scripture Doctr. Propos. xxiv. p. 263. 2nd edit.

11 Ibid Propos. xxv. p. 263. ° Clarke's Scripture Doctr. p. 342. 2nd edit.
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existing, Sec. we may not be allowed to say that his substance

is eternal, divine, &c, which is really neither more nor less than

saying that he is so. Attributes and powers must have something

to reside and inhere in, which something is what we call substance,

and considered with divine attributes, divine substance, or God.

And this is what Scripture means in calling the Son God; as we

are able to prove from the same topics, and in the same way of

reasoning, which another might make use of to prove the one

God (or the God of the Jews) to be the supreme, eternal, and im

mutable God, against any Marcionite, Valentinian, Manichee, or

other heretic, that should presume to deny it. Let those who

object to us the use of metaphysics try if they can come at the

proof of the Father's being self-existent, underived, one simple, un-

compounded, undivided, intelligent Agent, &c. without entering into

metaphysics: and let them from thence learn to distinguish be

tween false metaphysics and true: and not presume to condemn

both promiscuously. As to consequences, be they metaphysical

or physical, moral or religious, it matters not, provided they are

but just and true; which is the only thing to be inquired into. We

are told, that " the Scripture, when it mentions God absolutely,

" and by way of eminence, always means the Person of the

'• FatherP." But this is an assertion not only void of proof, but

impossible to be proved ; and is besides contrary to all antiquity,

as I have shewn elsewhere1 ; and even to the sentiments of the

ancient Arians ; whom our modern Arians would be thought to

come up to at least, though they really fall short of them,

as well in this as in many other instances. However, certain it

is that the Church of .Christ, down from the very times of the

Apostles, have been in nothing more unanimous than in styling

the Son God: and what they meant by that name, as applied

to the Son, is well known to the learned from their worship

of him, and their utter abhorrence of any inferior deities ; from

their arguing for the Son's divinity considered as a Son, of the

same nature with his Father ; from their similitudes and illus

trations ; from the divine titles, attributes, and perfections

which they ascribed to him ; and indeed from the whole tenour of

their writings. This is a confirmation to us, that the Son

of God, in Scripture, is so styled in the strict and proper sense

of uncreated, eternal, and necessarily existing.

p Clarke's Scripture Doctr. Propos. xi.

i Defence of some Queries, Qu. 2. vol. i. p. 278.
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Another divine title given to God the Son in holy Scripture

is God with us, or Emmanuel". Matt. i. 23. A late writer8 would

insinuate that the word God, in this place of St. Matthew, may

be meant of the Father. But the text is plain and full to the

contrary. " Behold, a Virgin shall be with child, and shall

" bring forth a Son, and they shall call Am name (the Son's, not

'■ the Father's name) Emmanuel." Christ therefore is Emmanuel,

or God with us. The same writer pretends that the name

Emmanuel proves nothing more, in point of argument, than even

the names of places, Jc/wvah-Jireh, JehotaJi-Shammah, Jehovah-

Sltahm, Jehovah-Nissi, &c. But this Socinian surmise had been

before sufficiently confuted by the learned and judicious Bishop

Pearson4 ; whose reasonings upon this head should have been

answered, instead of repeating a stale objection. I shall only

take notice, that the early writers of the Christian Church

constantly understood that Christ was really God with us,

conformable to his name Emmanuel; and interpreted this text

of St. Matthew as we dou. To proceed :

Another divine title given to God the Son in holy Scripture is

that of Lord God, which answers to Jehovah Elohim, the incom

municable name of the one true God. The first text of the New

Testament to our purpose is Lukei. 16, 17. "Many shall ho"

(viz. John the Baptist) " turn to the Lord their God, and he

" shall go before him," &c. It is well observed by a late

writer1, that ''these words {the Lord their God) are, in strict-

" ness of construction, immediately connected with the following

" word, him j which must necessarily be understood of Christ."

Now, since there is no apparent necessity in the case of receding

from the strictness of construction, it is but reasonable to under-

r Mtff rffiasv 6 ©cos. God, by way

of excellency, with the article 6 pre

fixed.

8 Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 71. 2nd

edit.

1 Pearson on the Creed, art. ii. p.

130.
u Diligenter igitur significant Spi-

ritus Sanctus per ea qua? dicta sunt

generationem ejus qua? est ex Virgine,

et substantiam quoniam Deus, (Em

manuel enim noinen hoc significat,) et

manifestat quoniam homo, &c. lren.

lib.iii. cap.21. p.2i7.ed. Bened. Vid.

et p. 205, 212, 273.

Quod si Emmanuel nobiscum Deus

est, Deus autem nobiscum Christus

est, qui etiam in nobis est (quotquot

enim Christum tincti cstis, Christum

induistis) tarn proprius est Christus

in significatione nominis, quod est

nobiscum Deus, quam in sono nominis,

quod est Emmanuel. Tertul. contr.

Marc. lib. iii. cap. 12. p. 403. Vid. et

contr. l'rax. cap. 27. It. Novat. cap.

12. Cyprian. Testim. lib. i. cap. 6.

p. 36. Euseb. Comment, in Isa. vii.

14. p. 381.

1 Dr. Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 72.

2nd edit.
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stand the words (Lard their God) of Christ. What confirms

this construction is, that the same St. Luke, in the third chapter

of his Gospel, speaks of John the Baptist's "crying in the

" wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord," chap. iii. 4.

which answers to what he had observed chap. i. 16, 17. of John

the Baptist's "going before him," that is, Christ, here called

Lord God, as there the Lord: and this is further confirmed

from Malachi iii. i . " Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall

" prepare the way before me : and the Lord, whom ye seek,

" shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the

" covenant,"" &c. And from verse the 76th of the first of

St. Luke, where he, before whom John the Baptist was to

go, is called the Lord. There is no reasonable doubt to be

made, after the comparing these passages together, but that the

Lord (Kvpios) in St. Luke thrice, and in Malachi once, is to be

understood of the Person of Christ. Neither is this construction

of St. Luke strange or new, being countenanced by Irenseusy,

an early Father of the second century. I pass on to other

texts, which style the Son Lord and God. St. Thomas's con

fession, John xx. 28. "My Lord and my God," is pertinent

to our purpose. The application of this to Christ is so manifest

of itselfz, and, besides, hardly now disputed, that I need not

say more of it. Isa. xl. 10, 11. we read thus: "Behold, the

" Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule

" for him : behold, his reward is with him, and his work before

" him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd," &c. This is to

be understood of Christ, and his second advent to judge the

world ; as Eusebiusa well interprets it. The words, " his

" reward is with him," (comp. Rev. xxii. 1 2.) and, " he shall

•'feed his flock like a shepherd," (comp. John x. 11.) are

sufficient indications of the Person there intended. Christ

therefore is Lord God in the Scripture-style, as well as the

Father. As to the sentiments of the ancients, many testimonies

might be cited, where they call the Son God and Lord, or Lord

and God: but it will be sufficient to observe their application

of several texts of the Old Testament to God the Son. For

instance : Genesis iii. 8. " They heard the voice of the Lord

» ben. lib. iii. cap. 10. p. 181;. art. ii. p. 131.

1 If any one doubt of it, he may a Euseb. in loc. p. 509.

consult Bishop Pearson on the Creed,

WATERLANn, VOL. II. K
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" God walking in the garden b." Gen. xxviii. 13. "I am the

" Lord God of Abraham thy FatherO Exod. iii. 14. " The

" Lord God of your Fathers'1." Exod. xx. 2. " I am the Lord

" thy Godc :" and Hos. i. 7. " I will save them by the Lord

" their GodrT These, with many other like texts s, were under

stood by the ancients in general, long before the Council of

Nice, of God the Son. From whence it is evident, that the

style and title of Lord God was thought to be very applicable to

God the Son, and not peculiar or appropriate, in holy Scripture

to God the Father.

True God is another divine title belonging to the Son of God.

" We are in him that is true, even in (or by) his Son Jesus

" Christ. This is the true God, and eternal lifeh." 1 John v. 20.

We have sufficient reason to believe that God the Son is here

called " true God,'" and " eternal life." It is on all hands con

fessed that " eternal life," in the style of St. John, (see 1 John

i. 2.) is an epithet appropriate to the Son, and is to be under

stood of him in this very passage. And thus a late Arian

writer' interprets the last words. " This is the true God, even

" the Father; and this is the way that leads to him, even

" Jesus Christ, who is the tcay, the truth, and the life ,-TI under

standing eternal life as another name for, or as appropriate to, the

Person of Jesus Christ. But it is manifest that the pronoun this

(ovtos) is the subject of both the predicates, true God and

eternal life. To make good construction of it the other way,

the sentence should have run, This (ovtos) is the true God, and

that other (lictlvos) is eternal life. But the words are, " This

" (person, ovtos) is the true God (6 aKriOivbs Gtbs) and eternal

" life" (k<u t) (a>r) auLvios). There is no other subject of the latter

predicate besides the ovtos, this, going before. If it be said that

the particle fi may stand for aihr), and so the sense be, This is

the way, pointing as it were to Jesus Christ before mentioned ;

yet so the construction is very harsh and unnatural : besides

b Theoph. Antioch. p. 129. Tertull. & See Defence of some Queries,

contr. Prax. cap. 16. vol. i. Qu. 2. p. 291, &c.

c Just. Mart. p. 218. Clem. Alex. h Ol&aittv Si on 6 vlos rov 6eov

Paed. lib. i. cap. 7. p. 131. ^«»> til StlSaKtv rutty fitavowv Iva

d Iren. lib. iii. cap. 6. lib. iv. cap. yivoaaxa^v rov oXtjOivov (St6v). nai

e Clem. Alex. Paed. lib. i. cap. 7. 6«Ar (tat (17) (a!) ala>viot. 1 John v.

 

p. 131.
f Novat. Trin. cap. 12*.

 

> Modest Plea, &c. p. 264.
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that the particle 17 is observed to have been wanting in the

Alexandrian and several other manuscripts. Our interpretation

therefore agrees much better than the other with the words

following after ovtos, this. And I must observe further, that it

agrees also better with the words going before it : " We are in

" him that is true, even in (or even by) his Son Jesus Christ."

Then follows immediately ovtos, this, this Person, immediately

before mentioned, viz. Jesus Christ. For, allowing that a pronoun

may sometimes refer to a remote antecedent, yet is it not so usual

nor so natural ; neither should it be presumed to do so, without

a manifest necessity. Having shewn that the context plainly

favours our construction, let us next examine the pretences on

the contrary side.

It is saidk, that the most and best MSS. read tov a\t6ivbv Qebv,

the true God, instead of tov akndivbv, him that is true : and so

the words will run thus : "We know that the Son of God is

" come, and hath given us an understanding that we may know

" the true God, (viz. the Father,) and we are in him that is true,

" (the true God before spoken of,) in (that is, by) his Son Jesus

" Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life." But admit

ting this reading of the words, it is so far from confronting the

sense before given, that it rather confirms it. For then it comes

to this ; that we are in the true God, viz. the Father, by being

in his Son, because that Son is the true God. This con

struction is so far from being absurd or flat, that it is very ex

pressive and significant ; intimating that there is none so certain

way of knowing the true God, as by a teacher who is himself

true God; nor any other way of being reconciled to God, but

by being united with one who is God: that the Son of God

alone can be able to unite us to the true God, and that because

he himself is true God; who by being incarnate could join the

divine and human natures, God and man, in one. This kind of

reasoning is very much insisted 011 by the ancient Fathers' ;

s

k Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 51. Jo^dfocros (leg. 8i8d£avros) tovtiotiv,

2nd ed. avtv Qeov pr) yivwancaOai tov Qf6v.

1 'AKHrptwI if Ka'i Toiif 'Hfitaivovs. Ibid. p. 234.

Ilws 8vvavrat o~w0rjvat, ft prj 6 G(6i r\v Ei pr) 6 Qf6s f8a>prjO~aTO tijv nuiTt)'

0 ttjv trwTTjptav avratv fVl yrjf (pyatra- piav, ovk av fteftalas to~\opfv avTrjv.

fitpot ; 17 ttws avGpamos ^ta^rjati tit Ka\ ft prj avvqvai&r) 6 avdpomos r<3 0fw,

9fo», ft fxrf o Of6s f\o>pij$rj fit av0po>- ovk av rj8vvr]6ij fierao^f tv Ttjs a<b0ap~

roy; Iren. p. 2"I. cr/as' c8ci yap top pfo-tTrjv 0fov Tf Kai

'E8i8a£fv fjpas 6 Kvpws, oti Qtbv dvSpumwv, 81a Trjs ISlas irp&s iKaTepovt

tldfrat oi-dfis 8vvnTai pfj ov^i Stov otKtHrnjTOS, fis <pi\iav Kat opovotav
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and upon this account the divinity of our blessed Lord was

looked upon by them as an article of the utmost importance to

salvation. Now we see from whence they borrowed their notions,

namely, from the Apostles, from St. John especially; who, as he

began his Gospel with observing that the Father is God, and

the Son God also ; so he ended his Epistle, teaching us to believe

in the Father, as the true God, and in the Son, as the true God

too ; which comes to the same with the other. Add to this,

that St. John, very probably in his Epistle, as well as Gospel,

(which were not wrote long after one another,) had a particular

respect to the heresies then growing up, namely, of Cerinthus

and the Ebionites'", who, as they denied the divinity of our

Saviour, so also denied any divine Sonship, antecedent to the

birth of the Virgin. Hence it is that St. John so often inculcates,

through this Epistle, the necessity of believing in the Son. " He

" that hath the Son hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of

" God hath not life," chap. v. ver. i?. (See also ver. 10, n, 13.

and chap. iii. ver. 33.) Now, what sort of Son, or Son of God,

St. John must have meant, appears sufficiently from the first

chapter of his Gospel : he was the only-begotten Logos, that was

with God, and was God, and " by whom all things were made."

Suoh a Son of God as this, the Cerinthians and Ebionites denied

our Lord to be ; believing him to be a mere man, that had no

existence before he became man. Nothing therefore could be

more directly levelled against those heresies than this very verse

of St. John's Epistle, asserting at once Christ's proper Sonship

and his true divinity ; which indeed amount to one and the same

tovs dfi(j)oTtpovs avvayaydif. Ibid. p.

211.

See passages of like import with

this last citation from Irenaeus, in the

authors following :

Tertullian, Apol. cap. 21. DeCarn.

Chrititi, cap. 5. De Resurr. cap. 63.

Contr. Prax. cap. 28. Novatian, cap.

18, 19. Clemens Alex. p. 251. Origen.

contr. ("els. p. 131. Hippolytus, vol.

ii. p. 45. Cyprian, de Idol. Van. p. 15.

Testim. p. 37. Lactantius, lib. iv. cap.

m Scripsit Evangelium, rogatus ab

Asise Episcopis, adversus Cerinthum,

aliosque haereticos, et maxime tunc

Ebionitarum dogma consurgens, qui

asserunt, Christum ante Mariam non

fuisse, unde et compulsus est, divinam

ejus uativitatem edicere. Hieron. Catal.

Script, n. ix. p. 105.

Irena?us, before Jerome, testifies

that St. John's Gospel was wrote par

ticularly against the error of Cerin

thus. Iren. lib. iii. cap. 11.

The same Irenaeus intimates, that

St. John's Epistle pointed at the same

heresy. Via. Iren. lib. iii. cap. 16. p.

206. And Tertullian is still more par

ticular in these words :

In Epistola, eos maxime Antichri-

stos vocat, qui Christum negarent in

carne venisse, et qui non putarent

Jesum esse Filium Dei : illud Mar-

cion, hoc Hebion vindicavit. Tertull.

Prescript, adv. Heeres. cap. 33.
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thing. These considerations put together abundantly make

good our interpretation of this controverted text. But the

author of Scripture Doctrinen is pleased to censure our con

struction of this passage of St. John as modern. " Some mo-

" derns," he says, " refer this to Christ ; but others, with all

" the ancients, understand it of God the Father." It may

be thought somewhat hard to have a construction censured

as modern, which has undoubtedly prevailed in the Christian

Church thirteen centuries upwards0, if not higher. The Catho

lics of the fourth century cited it in this sense, without the

least scruple, and without any intimation, so far as I can find,

that it was ever otherwise understood. The Arians themselves,

as seems very probable, admitted this construction P ; or certain

it is that many of them allowed that the Son was 0eoj a\r]9iv6s,

true God, (I suppose in virtue of this text, since they objected

not against the title as unscriptural,) but they eluded the Catholic

sense of iti. The Ante-Nicene Fathers probably understood

the texts just as the Post-Nicene Catholics did ; only they had

less occasion to cite it, having so many other texts, both of the

Old and New Testament, to produce in proof of the Son's being

God; which was the same with them as true God, the distinction

between God and true God being hardly ever started before the

Arian controversy. It is a very singular way of speaking, which

the author of Scripture Doctrine makes use of, when he says,

all the ancients understood this text of God the Father. Who

would not imagine from hence, that some one, at least, of the

ancients might be produced, interpreting the text as he pretends

they did ? Yet certain it is, that he cannot produce one. The

fact is only this ; that none of the writers of the three first

centuries interpreted this text at all : from whence this author,

I suppose, concludes (if we may judge of him from a friend of

his, without a name') that the text must, in course, have been

understood of the FatJier. This precarious, groundless inference

(without letting his readers know that it is no more than an

n Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 51. 2nd p. 65. August, contr. Max. lib. ii.

edition. p. 705. Serm. cxl. p. 681.

o Athanasius, p. 99, 283, 558, 684, p See Ambrose, Epist. Class, i. p.

888. Basil, contr. Ennom. lib. iv. p. 791. ed. Bened.

106. Didvm. in loc. Cyril. Alex. Dial. Q Theodor. Eccl. Hist. lib. i. p. 28.

8. ad calc. Ambros. de Fid. lib. i. r Modest Plea, &c. p. 261.

cap. fj. p. 467. Hieron. Not. in Is.
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inference) he puts upon us as undoubted fact in Scripture Doc

trine; which is greatly abusing his. readers.

The sum then of what hath been pleaded for our interpreta

tion of the passage is, that it is literal and grammatical; agree

able to the context, and to the doctrine of St. John in other

places ; that it suits perfectly well with the analogy of faith, and

the undoubted principles of the primitive Church ; that there

is no one instance of any contrary interpretation of the text in

all antiquity, but all that there are, are fully and clearly for it ;

that the objections against it are truly modern, and, besides, of

little or no weight in themselves. Upon the whole, every reason

able man may be left to judge whether this or the other interpre

tation ought to be preferred. To proceed :

Another divine title given to the Son, in holy Scripture, is

great God. "sLooking for that blessed hope, and the glorious

" appearing of the great God and our Saviour" (or, our great

God and Saviour) "Jesus Christ." Tit. ii. 13. What we insist

upon here is, that the titles of great God and Saviour are, in

this passage, equally applied to Christ. Our adversaries them

selves cannot but confess that the words will grammatically bear

this construction1: and we have good reason to believe, that,

all things considered, they can fairly bear no other. 1. Because

of the omission of the article tov before owtJ/jos, which, in strict

propriety of language, should have been inserted, had the Apo

stle been speaking of two Persons ; as the article generally is

(though not always) in such cases, where different subjects are

intended": and it is observable, that the Apostle goes on in

speaking of Christ only, without a word of the Father, ver. 14.

which makes it still the more probable that the article tov would

have been inserted, had he intended different persons. 2. Be

cause i-rtKpavtia, the appearing, is always x, in the New Testament,

ascribed to the Son alone, and never to the Father. For though

it be said, Matt. xvi. 27. that "the Son of man shall come or

" appear in the glory of his Father," yet it is no where in the

New Testament said, that the Father shall appear, but the Son

only. If it be replied, that it is not here said that the great God,

8 Xlporrb(\6fitvoi rfjv iiaKap'tav i\- 2nd edition.

wi'Sa, Km tirtipdifuw rijs So£ijr toO fit- u Vid. M. Martin, Traite de la

yaXou 0(ou xat crwrijpos l))iS>v 'Irjiroii Helig. Revel, part iii. p. 262, &c.

XpioroO. Tit. ii. 13. * See 2 Thess. ii. 8. 1 Tim. vi. 14.

* Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 77. 2 Tim. i. 10. iv. 1, 8.
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or Father, shall appear, but his glory only ; I answer, that

im<p6.va,a rijs do'fqy does not necessarily signify the appearing of

glory, but may properly signify the glorious appearance; as it is

rightly rendered in our English version?. Against this construc

tion of the text it is objected2, that the title of great God is, in

the Old and New Testament, the character of the Father: which,

if true, does not prove that it may not, in this place, be the cha

racter of the Son too. But the fact is very uncertain, and may

as easily be denied as asserted. As to the texts of the Old

Testament, since there is nothing to distinguish whether they

are meant of God the Father, or Son, or both, or of the whole

Trinity, no certain argument can be drawn from them. The

God of Israel is the great God there spoken of ; and it is begging

the question to interpret the passages of the Father only. As

to the New Testament, there is but one single text cited to this

purpose; and it is Rev. xix. 17. where (if that be the true

reading) mention is made of the supper of the great God; which

the objectors imagine to be spoken of the Father. But if it be

considered that our blessed Saviour is styled " King of kings,

" and Lord of lords," ver. 1 6. but a very little before the supper

of the great God is mentioned ; and that the Apostle goes on

speaking of Christ (not God the Father) described as sitting on

the horse, ver. 19. comp. ver. 11. and as slaying those whoseflesh

was to be given to the fowls, ver. 2 1 . that is, as providing that

very supper which is called, ver. 17. "the supper of the great

" God,'" because of the great God's providing or making it : I say,

if we lay these things together, we shall be inclined to think

that this text of the Revelation, instead of answering the pur

pose of the objectors, is another evidence of the Son's being

styled great God; and so helps to confirm our interpretation

of the text in Titus, whereof we have been treating. We have

seen then that there is no objection of weight to be made against

our interpretation.

In confirmation of what hath been urged in favour of our

construction of the place, I may observe further, that a Basil,

Gregory Nyssen, Epiphanius, Chrysostom, and Austin, of the

i See Martin, Traits de la Kelig. a Basil, eontr. Eunom. lib. iv. p.

Revel, part iii. cap. 17. p. 271, &c. 107. Greg. Nyss. contr. Eun. p. 265.

Plea, &c. p. 250. Comp. True Script, torn. i. horn. 30. p. 341. Horn, in

Doctr. p. 26. and True Script. Doctr. Joh. p. 36.

continued, p. 84, &c.

 

Ancor. p. 74.

 

irysos.
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fourth and fifth centuries, interpret the text as we do. And if

we may judge of the Arians from Maximin, a celebrated Bishop

amongst them of the fifth century, they also admitted the same

interpretation b ; so uncontested a thing was it at that time.

We have the less reason to wonder at it, because the Ante-

Nicene Catholics before, very probably, understood the text in

the same sense. For we find c Clemens of Alexandria, of the

second century, and dHippolytus of the third, interpreting it in

the same way : nor is there any instance in all antiquity, so far

as appears, of any contrary or different interpretation. I shall

only add, that the title of great God was without scruple applied

to God the Son by the ancients, as appears from express testi

monies6, and as we may reasonably judge from Eusebius'sf so

applying it, had we no other testimonies for it.

Mighty God is another divine title given to God the Son

in holy Scripture. " His name shall be called Wonderful,

" Counsellor, The Miohty God," &c. Is. ix. 6. El gibbor, the

same title which is given to the one supreme God of Israel,

Is. x. 21. Besides that the Hebrew word El, as Jerome ob

serves s, is for the most part the proper title of the one true

God. The LXX, as the same Jerome remarks h in rendering

Is. ix. 6, have took a very unusual freedom. For, thinking it

strange and harsh to apply the name of God, and Mighty, &c.

to a person just before called a child, they chose rather to vary

the sense, and to make a comment, instead of a translation,

putting ncya\r)s /9oi/At)s "AyyeAos, Angel of the great counsel,

instead of those other higher titles and epithets. But, more

b Vid. August. Oper. torn. viii. p.

656.

c Clem. Alex. p. 7. ed. Ox.

d Hippolytus de Antichristo, cap.

briv. lxvii. p. 31. 33. Fabric. It may

be doubted whether this piece be ge

nuine.

e Clem. Alex. Paedag. lib. i. cap.

5. p. 112. Testament. Patriarch. Grab.

Spic. vol. i. p. 156. Origen. contr.

Cels. lib. vii. p. 342.

Origen's meaning is exceeding clear,

that to say that God the Word, (as

such,) or Truth, or Life, &c. should

die, is as much as to say, that the

great God should die, or become a

servant. The Modest Pleader there

fore (Modest Plea, &c. p. 251.) mis

takes this passage.

f Euseb. in Psalm, p. 629.

I Dew separating qui Hebraice El

dicitur. Denique in consequentibus

ubi legimus : " Tu es enim Deus et

" nesciebamus." Et iterum : " Ego

" sum Deus, et non est alius praeter

" me," et multa his similia, pro eo

quod in Latino dicitur Deus, in

Hebraico El scriptum est. Hieron.

Comm. in Is. p. 85. ed. Bened.

h Qua nominum majestate perter-

ritoa LXX reor non esse ausos de

puero dicere quod aperte Deus appel-

landus sit, et caetera : sell pro his sex

nominibus posuisse quod in Hebraico

non habetur magni consilii Angelum,

&c. Hieron. ibid. p. 86.
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probably, the fault lay not in the LXX Interpreters, but in the

Jews, who after Christ's time had corrupted some copies of the

LXX. Certain it is that Irenseus, who was a professed

admirer and follower of the version of the LXX, (looking upon

it as an inspired performance',) yet quotes not this text of

Isaiah, viz. ix. 6. according to the Septuagint, as it now is, or as

it was, in some copies at least, in the time of St. Jerome,

Eusebius, and even Justin Martyrk ; but according to what

it should be, and as it lies in the Hebrew text1 ; citing it

in proof of tbe divinity of Christ. In like manner, Clemens of

Alexandria, though equally an admirer of the Septuagint ver

sion m, yet cites the same text of Isaiah, much after the same

sense with Irenseus, and not according to the LXX n ; drawing

an argument from thence of the greatness, majesty, and essen

tial divinity, of the Son of God. It is the less to be wondered

at, if afterwards we but seldom meet with this text cited in

proof of Christ's divinity, since the Septuagint, which the

primitive fathers chiefly followed and quoted from, exhibited

another sense of the passage. Yet we find it cited by Atha-

nasius0 (if that piece be his) and the elder Cyril P, for that purpose.

And there the verse is cited according to the Hebrew original ;

only taking in part of the LXX's translation : from whence one

might suspect that there had been two versions of the same

words, and both, by degrees, taken into the text, and tacked

together. To what hath been said I shall only add, that the

mighty God, spoken of Psalm 1. i. has been generally believed by

the primitive fathers to be God the Son i. But there the words

mighty God are the rendering of El Efohim, and signify God

• Vid. Iren. lib. iii. cap. ai. p. 215.

k See Dial. p. 229. ed. Jebb.

1 Vocatur nomen ejus admirabilis,

consiliarius, Deus fortis. Deus fortis

est, et inenarrahile babet genus. Iren.

P- 273; „
"Vid. Clem. Alex. Strom, i. p. 410.

» Savpatrroc ovp&ov\os, Of6s bvva-

trrifs, warxfp alaviot & tov ptydkov

Q«ov*& tov TfXfwvTraidiov' vibs (virarpi

mi mrrr/p tp via>. Clem. Alex. Peed.

lib. i. p. iia.

&fnv lo-\vpbv, 0«Av jratdiov KrjpvrTd.

Dionys. Alex. Epist. contr. Paul. Sa-

mos. p. 853. Labb.

0 KoAfiTai to ovopa abrov ptyd\r)s

OovXfit "\yyt\ot, Bavpao-rbs, vvp-

/SovXof, ©fit iV^wpor, f'£oucmorijr,

tlpXttiV flprfVTJS, TTOTTJp TOV peWovTos

alwvus. Athan. de Incarn. contr. Arian.

cap. xxii. p. 889. Comp. Apost. Con-

stit. lib. v. cap. 16. Pseud. Ignat. ad

Antioch. cap. 3.

P KaXcmu to ovopa avrov ptyakns

f}ov\ijs rys tov irarpbs "AyyeXor, 6av-

pao-rbs ovpfiov\os, Qfbs laxvpbs, &c.

Ei oHv Qfbs laxypbs tovto t6 naib'lov,

ntpi avrov ftrfKov tiprjKc Aa/3id. 'Ocpdq-

crfrai 6 Srbs t5>v Otuv tv 2/a>p. Psal.

lxxxiii. 8. Cyril. Hierosol. p. 332. Ox.

4 See Iren. lib. iii. cap. 6. p. 180.

Cyprian, adv. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 28. p.

48. et de Bon. Patient, p. 220. Euseb.

in Psal. p. 209.
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ofgods ; which however, in sense, are at least tantamount to the

other.

Another divine title ascribed to the Son in holy Scripture is,

" over all God blessed for ever," Bom. ix. 5. That this is said

of Christ, not of God the Father, appears from the whole

context, and the very formr of expression. 'O a>p naturally

refers to the person of Christ immediately before spoken of : and

the antithesis3 between what he is according to the flesh, and

what according to the spirit, requires it. Thus all the ancients,

'Catholics and heretics, constantly understood the words, re

ferring them to Christ, as here called " over all God blessed for

" ever." The author of Scripture Doctrine says, that " the word

" @(6s, God, is wanting in many MSSU." But, I presume, Bp.

Pearson and Dr. Mills, who both declare all the manuscripts

have itx, may be believed, till he produces his vouchers, or

explains his meaning. The reading of the place being fixed and

certain, and its reference to Christ no less certain y, as well from

the context itself, as from the constant, uniform sense of

all antiquity, we may now proceed to consider the force and

significancy of the phrase, "over all God blessed for ever." Our

blessed Lord is not only here called God, but God with a very

high epithet, over all, tvl navroiv, the very same that is applied

to the Father himself, Eph. iv. 6. and is there rendered above

all. Besides this, there is the addition of (vKoyrjros (Is tovs

al&vas, blessed for ever : which again is the very same that

St. Paul applies to the eternal Creator, Bom. i. 25. Add to

this, that the title of blessed, as Bishop Pearson observes, " of

" itself elsewhere signifies the supreme God, and was always

" used by the Jews to express that one God of Israel1."

r Comp. 2 Cor. xi. 31. translations. Pearson on the Creed,

8 Comp. Rom. i. 3, 4. See Grabe's art. ii. p. 133.

Not. in Bull. Def. F. N. sect. ii. cap. 3. Non tantum codd. omnino nulli

* See the testimonies referred to in omittunt 6ror, seel neque ipsa Syriaca

Dr. Mills. To which may be added versio. Verbo dicam lectionem hanc

Hippolytus contr. Noet. cap. vi. p. 10. pneferunt MSS. omnes. Mills in

ed. Fabric, vol. 2. locum.

u Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 75. 2nd Y Some have pretended to under-

ed. Comp. Reply, p. 86. and Modest stand the words " over all God

Plea, p. 142. " blessed," &c. of God the Father,

x The pretence of Erasmus from whose pretences see confuted by Dr.

the fathers is vain ; and as vain is Grabe in his Remarks on Mr. Whis-

that of Grotius from the Syriac trans- ton's Collection of Testimonies, p. 23,

lation, which hath in it the name of 24, &c.

God expressly, as well as all the copies 1 Pearson on the Creed, art. ii.

of the original, and all the rest of the p. 133.
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In answer to our argument from this text, it is said, that if

•' Christ be God over all, yet it is manifest that he is excepted,

" by communication of whose divine power and supreme au-

" thority Christ is God over alla." Without doubt, the Father

is excepted out of the number of those things, over which the

Son is God. No Catholic ever pretended otherwise. Those

general expressions, over all, &c. leave room for such tacit ex

ceptions as either other Scriptures or the reason of the thing

shews, ought to be made. And this, we hope, will be remem

bered, in favour of the Son and Holy Spirit, as often as the

Father is said to be above all, &c. that such expressions may not

be strained beyond their just and proper meaning. As to what

is hinted under the word communication, by way of lessening, it

is hardly deserving notice. Supreme power, whether com

municated or uncommunicated, is supreme power: and if the

Son has it communicated, then certainly he has it; which is

sufficient to our purpose. Only we must observe, that the text

now under consideration says nothing of what is communicated,

but of what is : 6 $>v, who is, not 6 biaTfTayufvos, who is ap

pointed, over all, &c. It is very trifling in our adversaries to

refer us to i Cor. xv. 27, where it is said, that "all things are

" put under" Christ: as if the force of our argument lay more

in the words " over all,11 than in the words " God blessed for

" ever ;" or as if Christ's mediatorial kingdom, commencing

at the resurrection, can any way account for his being God,

which he certainly was before the creation. See John i. 1 . com

pared with Coloss. i. 15, 16, &c.

Another divine title given to the Son in holy Scripture is

Jehovah, the incommunicable name of the one true God. The

fact I need not here prove, having done it elsewhereb ; besides

that it is readily confessed by our adversaries0. That the name

Jehovah has reference to the necessary existence of the person so

named in his own right, is acknowledged by the best critics,

ancient and modern ; and admitted even by our adversaries'1.

And since they have no good reason to suspect that the Son of

God hath it not in his own right, we may have leave to infer

that he is necessarily existing, as well as the Father. To this it is

» Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 75. c Clarke's Reply, p. 142, 163.

2nd ed. Modest Plea, p. ai.

b Serm. i. p. 42. &c. Defence of d See Clarke's Reply, p. 164.

Queries, vol. i. p. 308, 309. Comp. Script. Doctr. p. 264. 2nd ed.
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objected, that then there will be two Jehovahs, Father and Sone.

To which it is answered, that two necessarily existing persons

may as well be one Jehovah, as one God; and to assert the

contrary is only taking for granted the main thing to be proved.

It is further pretended, that Jehovah is not the name of the

essence or substance, but of the person whose it is. Had it been

said of the persons, instead of the person, whose it is, we should

have no occasion to differ : but to suppose it the name of

one person only, is begging the question. Jehovah is the name

of as many persons as are of the same necessarily existing

substance ; and is sometimes taken essentially and sometimes

personally, in like manner as the name God. It is further said,

that Jehovah is the name of a living person, not of an abstract

substance f. As if they, who suppose it the name of three living

persons, were not as clear of this charge of making it the name

of an abstract substance, as they who make it the name of one

only. No one supposes it to be the name of an abstract

substance, but the name of a person, or persons, expressing his or

their substance considered as necessarily existing. Whatever

abstraction there is, in this partial way of considering any thing,

or things, under such precise formality, as necessarily existing,

it holds equally, whether Jehovah be the name of one person,

or more : for neither one person nor more are called Jehovah,

6 i)i>, or to of, any otherwise considered than as necessarily

existing. This being really the case, our adversaries, upon their

own hypot/tesis, may as well suppose it the name of an abstract

substance, as they may upon ours. For whenever they consider a

person merely as necessarily existing, they do not, under the

same notion, conceive him under a different notion ; the same

idea being neither more nor less than the same id-ea. They

must in this case abstract from the idea of personality, and

consider the person no further than as the subject or substratum

of that one property of necessary existence: and consequently

they make Jehovah, thus precisely considered, the name of an

abstract substance, as much as we : though, in strict propriety of

language, neither they nor we do it at all. For, abstract sub

stance is indeed solecism in speech ; nothing being properly

abstract except ideas. But I proceed :

e See Modest Plea, &c. p. 174. See the same objection repeated, p.

f See Modest Plea, &c. p. 293. 160, 163, 232, 273, 274, 281.
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Another divine title ascribed to God the Son, in holy Scrip

ture, is Almighty, as we imperfectly render the Greek word, irav-

TOKp&rvp. The most remarkable passage to our purpose is in the

first chapter of the Apocalypse. "Behold, he cometh with clouds;

" and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him :

" and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even

" so, Amen. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the

" Ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is

" to come, the Almighty." Rev. i. 7, 8. All the ancients, both

before and after the Council of Nice, understand this of God the

Sons. This alone is a strong presumption in favour of our con

struction ; especially when there is nothing in the context but

what confirms it, rather than otherwise. The verse immediately

preceding relates to Christ, who is to " come in the clouds," and

whom every " eye shall see;11 and the title of Alpha and Omega

in the same verse is applied to Christ more than once in the

Revelations h. A late writer, on the contrary, objects1 that,

ver. 4. of this chapter, the words, " he which is, and which was,

" and which is to come," are used as the distinguishing character

of the Person of the Father. He might as well argue that the

words " Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End,'1 chap,

xxi. 6. are used as the distinguishing character of the Person of

the Father ; and therefore that character cannot be applied to

Christ in Rev. xxii. 13. or in Rev. i. 17. where First and Last

amounts to the same. It is no strange thing to find the same

characters, in the same Scriptures, applied both to Father and

Son. It is what we assert and contend for, and from thence

prove that Father and Son are equally divine. It is mere petitio

principii, or, taking for granted the thing in question, to sup

pose that such characters are to distinguish the Father from the

Son, only because they are applied to the Father. For we can

more justly argue on the other side, that they are not distin-

t Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 17. Andr. Csesariens. in loc. See my De-

Hippolyt. contr. Noet. cap. vi. p. 10. fence, vol. i. p. 537, 538.

Fabric. Origen irtpi 'Apj(. lib. i. cap. h Revel, i. 11, 17. ii. 8. xxii. 13.

2. Athanasius, p. 415, 554, 684, 762. chap. i. ver. 17, and 18. the words

ed. Bened. Greg. Nazianz. Orat. are, 6 irparos, <cai 6 fo-yaror, xat 6

xxxv. p. 573. Phaebad. B. P. torn. 4. (an, &c. The living One : comp.

Ambros. de Fid. lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 476. Numb. xiv. 21. mi fi» to Zvopa

Hieron. in Zech.ii. p. 17 18. ed. Bened. pov. Septuag.

Epiphan. vol. i. p. 488. ed. Petav. 1 Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 53.

August, de Symb. ad Catech. lib. 2. 2nd ed.



142 SERM. VI.Chrisfs Divinity

guishing of the Father, as Father, because we find them equally

applied both to Father and Son. Another objection is, that the

best manuscripts read Kvpios 6 0«os, the Lord God, instead of 6

Kvpios, the Lord : which is not of great weight, since many other

MSS. favour the present reading ; besides that if all the MSS.

had Lord God instead of Lord, it would be only a further proof

that Christ is Lord God, consonant to other Scriptures, and to

all antiquity. Origen, Ambrose, and Jerome suppose Lord God

to be in the text ; and yet scruple not to understand it of God

the Son; as indeed they had no reason for scruple. It is objected

further k, that navroKp&Tutp, Almighty, is always applied to tlie

Father only, in the most ancient tcriters: which is notoriously false

in fact, as appears from their understanding this very text of the

Son ; besides other collateral evidences l. The last pretence is

that the title of TtavT0K.p6.Tiap, Almighty, is always elsewhere, in

Scripture, applied to the Father only. To which I answer, ist,

that it is mere groundless presumption to suppose that as often

as that title is applied to the one God in the Old Testament, it

is applied to the Father only : since it may often be understood

indifferently either of Father, or Son, or of the whole Trinity.

And 2dly, that there are several texts of the Old Testament,

which we have good reason to believe are to be understood par

ticularly of God the Son. Psalm the xxivth has by the primitive

Fathers m been interpreted of Christ. Now that Kvpios Svvap.ea>v,

Lord of hosts, applied to Christ in that Psalm, is equivalent to

Kvpios navTOKpaTap, A Imighty, appears from hence, that the LXX

Interpreters render the same words indifferently by one or other,

as is observed n by Ambrose and Jerome ; and may be easily

seen in a multitude of instances, by looking into Trommius's

k Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 53.

2nd ed.

1 Justin. Mart. Application of Pa.

xxiv. 10. Dial. p. 107. Jeb. Clem.

Alex. p. 277, 647, 831. Tertullian.

adv. Prax. cap. 17. Origen irtpt 'Apx-

lib. i. cap. 2. Hippolyt. contr. Noet.

vol. ii. p. 10. Fabric. Kuseb. Deinon-

strat. Evang. lib. vi. cap. 16. p. 281.

Comp. Euseb. in Psalm, p. 417.

Comm. in Isa. p. 374, 435.

m Justin Martyr. Dial. p. 197.

Cyprian, adv. Jua. lib. ii. cap. 49.

p. 49, 50. Origen in Matt. p. 438.

Euseb. in loc. Ambros. de Fid. lib.

iv. cap. 1. p. 523.

n Nam et hie sic positum plerique

codices habent, quod Dominus Sabaotk

ipse sit Rex gloria .- Sahaoth autem

interpretes alicubi Dominion Virtutum,

alicubi Regent, alicubi Omnipotentem

interpretati sunt. Ambros. de Fid. lib.

iv. cap. 1. p. 524. ed. Bened.

Sciendumque quia ubiquumque

Septuaginta Interpretes Dominum Vir

tutum, et Dominum Omnipotentem ex-

presserint, in Hebrao sit positum Do-

minus Sabaoth. Hieron. torn. iii. p.519.

Vid. etiam torn. iii. p. 1718.
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Concordance. Besides that St. John himself in his Apocalypse,

iv. 8. alluding to a passage of Isaiah, vi. 3. " Holy, holy, holy,

" is the Lord of hosts ;" instead of Kvpios ovvap.ea>v, (or a-afiawO,)

" Lord of hosts ;" puts Kvpws 6 0eoy 6 navTOKparmp, " Lord God

" Almighty." It may be proved likewise from Isa. vi. 5. com

pared with John xii. 41. (as I have formerly observed0,) that

our Saviour Christ is " Lord of hosts," that is, Kvptoy iravToicpa-

r<op, or Lord Almighty. The same may be further proved from

Zech. ii. 8. as is noted by the learned EusebiusP ; who is therein

followed by Ambrose and Jerome. And a further proof of the

same thing may be evidently drawn from Zech. xii. 5, 10. com

pared with John xix. 34, 37. These instances are sufficient to

check the confidence of such as roundly affirm, without a syllable

of proof, that the title of TsavTOKp&rwp, Almighty, is in holy Scrip

ture applied always to the Father only.

As to the three remaining divine titles given to the Son in holy

Scripture, I shall but just mention them, not having room to

enlarge. He is called " the Lord of glory," 1 Cor. ii. 8 ; which

if compared with the title of " King of glory," Psalm xxiv. and

the description there given, will appear to be a title of great

weight and significancy. " King of kings and Lord of lords,"

is another divine title attributed to Christ, Rev. xvii. 14. xix. 16.

This very title is made the distinguishing character of the one

true God by St. Paul, in these words : " Who is the blessed and

" only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords," 1 Tim.

vi. 15. The last divine title I intend to mention, and barely to

mention, is that of " First and Last, Alpha and Omega, the

" Beginning and the End," Rev. i. 17. xxii. 13. the same that is

applied to the one supreme God," Isa. xii. 4. xliv. 6. and to God

the Father, Rev. xxi. 6. The force of these expressions I have

elsewhere 9 opened and explained, and need not here add any

thing further.

0 Serai, i. p. 42, 43. 1st, By referring to the words, " I am

p Vid. Euseb. Demonstr. Evang. " he that liveth and was dead," &c.

lib. vi. cap. 16. p. 281. Hieron. in loc. Rev. i. [7, 18. But he would have

p. 1718. Ambros. de Fid. lib. ii. cap. done well to have considered the force

4. p. 476. of 6 (S>v. See the first T^etter to the

1 See Defence of some Queries, Author of the History of Montanism,

vol. i. p. 340. and Chaldee Paraphrase p. 92. 2dly, By referring to Rev. iii.

upon Isa. xli.*4. 14. which 1 have explained Serm. ii.

N. B. The anonymous author of and which confirms the sense I had

Modest Plea continued, p. 12. endea- given of Alpha and Omega. 3dly, By

vours to elude the force of these texts, remitting us to Rev. xiii. 16. which is
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Thus far I have proceeded in recounting, explaining, and

vindicating the several divine titles ascribed to Grod the Son in

holy Scripture. Particular objections to this or that, I have

took care to answer in their proper places : general objections

against the whole, intended to weaken the conclusion we draw

from them, shall be considered hereafter. But it will be pro

per, in the mean while, to take a view of the divine attributes

applied, in Scripture, to our blessed Saviour. These therefore,

if God permit, are to be the subject of discourse at our next

meeting.

no explication of the phrase of First admit it in the other. The phrase

and Last, but very wide and foreign. First and Last expresses, ist, the

4thly, By referring to Heb. xii. 2. peerless majesty of God, who is he,

which if it be a good comment upon the true God, Is. xliii. 4. 2dly, Etern-

Isa. xli. 4. xliv. 6. xlviii. 12. and Rev. ity. Comp. Isa. xliii. 10. sdly, Su-

i. 8. xxi. 6. then let it be also ajust preme power, dignity, and glory. See

explication of the parallel texts. Rev. Isa. xliv. 6, 7, 8. 4thly, Creation and

i. 11, 17. ii. 8. xxii. 13. But if the government of all things. See Isa.

contrary be manifest in one case, we xlviii. 12, &c.

must have something more than mere Vid. M. Abbadie on the Divinity

conjectures and fancies, before we of Christ, p. 77, &c. 183.



Divine Attributes ascribed to Christ:

OR

CHRIST'S DIVINITY

PROVED FROM HIS ATTRIBUTES.

The seventh Sermon preached March 2, 1 7^.

John xvi. 15.

All things that the Father hath are mine : therefore said I, that he

shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

a former discourse upon these words, I observed that they

contained two arguments to prove the divinity of our blessed

Lord : the first of which arises from this consideration, that the

influences, gifts, and graces of God's own Spirit, with the glory

of them, are ascribed to Christ ; and the second is, that all things

which the Father hath are by our blessed Lord claimed as his

own. After a brief account of the first argument, I proceeded

more at large to open and illustrate the second, proposing these

three particulars :

1. To shew that the divine titles are ascribed to the Son in

holy Scripture.

2. To shew that the divine attributes are likewise ascribed to

him.

3. To sum up the force of the argument arising from thence,

and to obviate such general objections as tend to weaken our

conclusion.

I had then only time to go through the first of these three

jKirticulars ; recounting the several divine titles, which are in

Scripture applied to God the Son, as well as to God the Father.

I proceed now,

II. To shew that the same divine attributes are likewise

WATERLAXD, VOL. II. L
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ascribed to both. I shall insist particularly upon four ; eternity,

immutability, omniscience, and omnipresence ; of which in their

order.

1. The Scripture-proofs of the eternity of God the Son are

many and clear ; and may be divided into two sorts, being either

implicit and indirect, or explicit and direct. The implicit or in

direct proofs I shall but briefly mention, as belonging to other

parts of my design, and not so properly coming in here. If the

Son be God in the strict and proper sense, as I have before

shewn, he is of course eternal. But this I pass over here, my

design being now, not to prove him to be eternal because he is

God, but to prove that he is God because he is eternal ; founding

thereupon a new and distinct argument of Christ's divinity.

I have before shewn that Rev. i. 8. is to be understood of God

the Son. And now I must observe, that that single text affords

two arguments of his eternity. He is " Alpha and Omega, the

" Beginning and the Ending:" which is the very description

given of the eternity of the one God of Israel* ; and which our

adversaries themselves would not scruple to interpret as we do,

provided only they might be permitted to understand the text of

God the Father. Besides this, the Son is also " he which is,

" and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty." Our

adversaries allow that these words denote independent eternity^.

Only they are pleased, without any grounds for it, to under

stand them of God the Father ; having beforehand settled it as

a rule of interpretation with themselves, that every text of this

kind shall be understood of God the Father ; or else that the

very same phrases, when applied to God the Son, shall lose their

significancy, and bear a very different meaning from what they

do when applied to God the Father.

The Son's being Jehovah is a further proof of his eternity ;

that name expressing, as critics allow, necessary existence. Our

adversaries would never scruple this construction of the name

Jehovah0, could they but find a way to confino the name, as they

a See ray Defence, vol. i. p. 340.

Serm. vi. p. 143, 144.

b Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 264.

2nd edit.

c See Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 88.

2nd ed. where he interprets 0 &>v and

to bv, the self-existent Being, orPerson;

and, to confound his readers, puts

self-existent instead of necessarily ex

isting. Compare Reply, p. 164. and

Script. Doctr. p. 264. See also Modest

Plea, p. 163. where the author admits

that the word Jehovah alludes to self-

existence, (he Bhould have said neces

sary existence ;) and tells us that it

signifies him, whose that essence is,
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do the thing, to the Father only. But having an hypothesis to

serve, and resolving that words shall not signify what they really

do, any further than is consistent with their preconceived opin

ions, they are forced either to deny that the name Jehovah sig

nifies necessary existence at all, or at least to deny that it so

signifies when applied to God the Son. Such is their partiality

in this momentous cause, in which the honour of their God and

Saviour is so nearly and deeply concerned. But I proceed.

The eternity of God the Son is further proved from his creative

powers, which I have before explained and vindicated at large :

and more directly from those passages of holy Scripture which

declare him to have existed before all creatures'1. For if he

existed before any thing was made, he must of consequence be

unmade, and therefore eternal.

There is a famous passage of the Prophet Micah relating to

this head, which is too considerable to be omitted : " But thou,

" Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands

" of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is

" to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of

" old, from everlasting." Mic. v. 2. Here is a plain description

of two comings forth : one when Christ should be born in Beth

lehem ; the other long before " from of old," and " from ever-

" lasting." This passage is a full and clear proof of Chrisfs

preexistence before his birth of the Virgin, and a probable proof,

at least, of an eternal6 preexistence. Here are two expressions,

" from of old," and " from everlasting the rendering of two

Hebrew phrases, either of which singly does sometimes denote

eternity in the strict sense f, and therefore both together may be

thought to do so much rather : especially if it be considered

that here is no limitation of time intimated in the context ; nor

meaning the Father only ; adding a

weak reason or two, why the same

name, when applied to God the Son,

shall not signify the same thing, viz.

necessary existence.

d John i. 3, 10. Coloss. i. 16.

1 Cor. viii. 6.

e Cyril's note upon this text is

worth observing : atv np6af\t tu

tw ik rrjt BrjffKfifi, aXXa npoo'Kvvfi t6v

aiiios c* narpos y*wr\6ivra. pi) xpovi-

*qv apx*lv T°v viov Karait^y twos Ac-

yemt, aXXa &xpovov °PXV'/ yiwoKt tok

mrtpa. Cyrill. Catech. xi. p. 145.

AvtoO Si tov Xptmov Svo efoSoi,

ijyovv 7rpo'ofio«, r/ piv irpatas wp6 irdvrav

T&P alavav (K nar^bs yfvopevr), Kara

t6' at ?|ofioi ovtov air dp\rjs, f£ T)ptpa>i>

al&voc' f) Of ioirtpas, r) ik irapdevov,

jjric ciri mvTf\(i<f to>v atu>vav ampm)-

o-cv. Athanasii, Eusebii, et Cyrilli

Fragm. in Psalm, apud Athan. torn. i.

p. 1256. ed. Bened. Vid. et Hieron.

in loc. Epiphan. Ancor. p. 32. Euseb.

Dem. Ev. lib. vii. cap. 2.

f For the first, see Psalm lv. 19.

Hab. i. 12. For the second, Psalm

xc. 2. xciii. 2.
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is there any deducible from the nature or reason of the thing it

self. However, I pretend to call this construction of the passago

no more than probable ; since there is not ground sufficient for

calling it certain and indisputable. Only this I may add, by way

of remark, that whosoever should undertake to prove the eternity

of God the Father from any express words, either of the Old or

New Testament, would find his proof of it liable to the same

difficulty and uncertainty, from the ambiguity of the Hebrew or

Greek phrases used to denote eternity.

Another argument, of like kind with the former, to prove the

eternity of God the Son, may be drawn from Solomon's descrip

tion of Wisdom, Prov. viii. 22, 30. The Jews of olds, and the

Christian Church from the beginning, understood that passage

of a Person, the substantial Wisdom of Godh, (either the Word,

or the Holy Spirit, but generally the former.) And this was no

matter of dispute between the Catholics and Arians formerly ;

neither is it, as I conceive, at this day. The only dispute is,

whether we are right in our interpreting the phrases, from the

beginning, from everlasting, &c. (Proverbs viii. 23.) of a strict

eternity. It must be owned that our argument, so far as it is

built merely upon the critical meaning of the phrases, and their

usage in Scripture, amounts only to a strong probability ; as in

the text of Micah before spoken of. But it may receive some

additional strength from several other considerations, which it

may be proper to mention. Wisdom is here said to have been

with the " Lord in the beginning of his way, before his works

" of old (ver. 22.) that is, before the works of creation ; before

there were any creatures ; consequently from all eternity. Wis

dom is further said to have been *' by him, as one brought up

" with him;" (ver. 30.) which seems to be a very easy and

natural description of two that had been always together co-

eternal with each other: which is further confirmed from the

following words, " and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always

"before him;" (ver. 30.) intimating, as Origen has well

observed', that the Father can no more be supposed to have

e Sec Allix, Judgment of the Jewish 36. Athenagoras, p. 40. Theoph. An-

Church. tioch. p. 82.

h Just. Mart. Dial. p. 184, 375, ed. 1 Ov Oifus tarty, oibi aKivivvov ita

Jebb. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 20. p. 253. t)]V atrStvtiav fjuaiv t&, Sitov «</>* fifiiv,

Clem. Alex. p. 832. Tertull. contr. airoa-T(pti<rdai rbv Ocov rov ad ow6v-

Herm. cap. xviii. contr. Prax. cap. vi. Tor avr§ Xoyov funxrytvovs, norpins

Origen. Comm. in Job. p. 11, 1 7> 33> 3vror 17 irpotrtxaiptv. ovtu> yap ovii
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been ever without the Word, or Adyoy, (here signified under the

name of Wisdom,) than he can be supposed to have ever wanted

joy and happiness. But what most of all confirms us in this

sentiment is, the Son's being here represented, as we are now to

suppose, under the name and figure of Wisdom ; intimating that

he is as near to, and inseparable from, God the Father, as his

own wisdom is ; and consequently coeternal. This also is taken

notice of by Origen ; who from thence draws an argument for

the eternity of the Logos, or Wordk.

What has been here said reminds me of some other argu

ments, near akin to that now mentioned, of the eternity of God

the Son, drawn from the several names ascribed to him in holy

Scripture : such as, A6yos, AiWjxiy, <J><Ss, 'AXr/deia, Zcotj, that is,

Word, Power of God, Light, Truth, Life, and the like. The

ancients were of opinion that the eternity of God the Son was

insinuated in those names 1 : that the Father could no more be

without the Son, than without t/wught, or power, or light, or

aei \ iu>o>i> vonSfjo-frai. Origen. apud

Athanas. Decret. S. Nic. p. 233.

k Origen. Comm. in Joh. p. 43, 44.

Comp. Pamph. Apolog. p. 230. ed.

Bened. int. Op. Hieron. vol. v.

1 *E£ dpxys yaP b Qcbs, vovs iitdtos

wv, (txfv avrbs iv tavro rbv \6yov,

dtiias XoyiKos av. Athen. Leg. cap. x.

P-39-

Solus autem, quia nihil alma* ex-

trinsecus prater ilium. Ceterum, ne

tunc quidem solus ; habebat enim se-

cum, quam habebat in semetipso ;

Rationem suam scilicet. Rationalis

enim Deus, et Ratio in ipso prius ; et

ita ab ipso omnia. Tertull. contr. Prax.

cap. iv. p. 503.

Karavo( trio yap 6 roXpajv Kai Xtyiov,

ffv -wore ore ovk rjv b vibs, on (pti Kai

T6. (Tocpilt ITOTt ovk r)v, Kcti Xdyos ovk rjv,

Kai (air) ovk rjv. Orig. apud Athanas.

torn. i._p. 233.

Avro^ yap ntiBbptOa T<5 (Ittovti—

Kyu) tifu r) \\\j)fl(ui' Kai ovx ovrio rts

r\p£av tariv dvdpdnobov, cos oita-Bai on

r) rr)s *AXrj6(ias ov&ia irpb Ttov xpavtov

rr/s tov Xpurrov etri<pavtlas ovk rjv.

Origen. contr. Cels. lib. viii. p. 386.

Altos fi« pdvos iov iroXvs r)v, ovrt

yap aXoyos, ovrt ao~o(pos, ovtc ddvvaros,

ovrt d&ovXevros r)v. Hippolyt. contr.

Soe't. cap. x. p. 13. Fabric.

'Afi fi* rjv, ft y< tV r<5 narpi forty

Kai u Xoyor, Kai o~od)la, Kai bvvapis b

Xpiards.—ravra fie ftvvapcis ovaai tov

0toO Tvyxdvovo'iv. ft toivvv ycyovev 6

vibs, *)v ot€ ovk r*jv ravra' rjv Spa Kaipbt,

Or* x^P*15 rovrw rjv 6 Qfos. droTTioTaTov

fit toOto. Dionys. Rom. apud Athan.

torn. i. p. 232.

'Aei rbv Xpiarbv ftvai, Xdyov bvra,

Kai aotptav, Kai Svvaptv. ov yap &r)

tovtqjv ayovos tov, b Qcbs fira enyufio-

iroirjo~aTO—dnavyaapa fie tov <pa>Tos

didiov, iravrtas Kai avrbs didios iariv.—

Svtos ovv altoviov tov narpbs, aiotvios b

vids iari, <p<os (K (parrbs tov—ovftt ianv

ovrt b vovs aXoyos, ovre avovs 6 Xoyor.

Dionys. Alex, apud Athanas. torn. i.

p. 253, &c.

Tt fie ovk dvdaiov to Xf'yftK, ttotc

pi) aval tt)v ao(ptav tov Qcov tt)v Xe-

yovaav—eya> yjpnv 1) irpoo~fxaiP(v* h rhv

Ovvapiv tov Qfov pi) vndpxav nort. ^

rbv \6yov avrov rfKpaiTrjpiaaBai ttots, tj

ra ctXXa «'£ &v b vibs yvtoplfrrai Kai b

■narrip xaPaKTrlp'Ceral- TO yaP drrav-

yaapa rrjs Sd^rjs prjfivatXtytiv, avvavai-

pei Kai to TTptororvjTov <pa>s, ov taTiv

diravyao-pa. Alexand. Alex. Epist. ap.

Theod. lib. i. cap. iv. p. 13.

Hats fi«, <t Xoyoff Kai aixpia cffTI tov

Q(OV b vibs, r]V 7TOT( OTf OVK rjv, ItTOV

yap to~Ttv avruvs Xtyciv akoyov Kai

daoipov 7roTf rbv 9(6v. Id. apud Socr.

lib. 1. cap. 6. p. 11.
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truth, or life ; the Son being deciphered and figured under

those names or characters, on purpose to express his near rela

tion to the Father, and his inseparable coeternity. This argu

ment of the primitive Catholic Fathers I am the more willing

to take notice of, because it has been strangely, though perhaps

undesignedly, misrepresented by some late writers m. We are

told that to argue, as the ancients did, that the " Father con-

" sidered without the Son would be without reason and without

" wisdom, is supposing the Son to be nothing but an attribute

" of the Father." But this is grossly mistaking the sense of

those primitive writers, who were no less men than Athenagoras,

Tertullian, Origen, Hippolytus, Dionysius of Rome, with the

other Dionysius of Alexandria, and Alexander bishop of Alex

andria : men that had not quite lost their senses when they

wrote these things ; most of them notoriously known to have

been strenuous opposers of the Noetian or Sabellian principle,

which supposes the Son to be nothing more than an attribute of

the Father. The truth is, these primitive writers did suppose,

since the Son had the same names given him in Scripture that

God's attributes have, (being called the toisdom, the reason, and

the power, &c. of God,) that there was some meaning and sig-

nificancy in those names : and they took it to be this ; that the

Son was near and dear unto the Father as his own attributes ;

inseparable from him, and coeternal with him. Some moderns

may indeed assign other reasons for the Son's having those

names : they may tell us that he is called the wisdom of God

and the power of God, because " God's wisdom and power are

" manifested by him".'" But then let them own that this is but

conjecture at most, novel conjecture ; and that the reason assigned

by the primitive Fathers may be true, for any thing that appears

to the contrary ; nay, is much more likely to be true, consider

ing how near many of those writers lived to the apostolic time,

and how unanimous they were in those sentiments, and how

suitable those sentiments are to the other high things said in

Scripture of the Son of God : besides that these names and

characters are not common to other things ; not given to pro

phets or apostles, nor to the very angels, (though God's wisdom,

&c. is manifested by them,) but are, in a manner, peculiar to the

m Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 255, Plea, &c. p. 308, 30.

257. 2nd ed. Reply, p. 177. Modest. n See Clarke's Reply, p. 173.
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Son of God. We find the Catholics afterwards, following the

example of their predecessors, frequently insisting upon the same

way of reasoning in proof of the Son's eternity": which I the

rather observe, because it is evident that those later writers

especially were very far from supposing the Son to be nothing

but an attribute : and indeed it is but misrepresentation, without

so much as any probable ground, to charge it upon the Ante-

Nicene writers ; though they may sometimes have expressed

themselves more briefly or obscurely on that head.

There is another argument of the Son's eternity insisted on by

some, even of the Ante-Nicene Catholics P, drawn from the con

sideration of the Son's being the express image of the Father's

Person, according to Heb. i. 3. and consequently resembling him

in every perfection, and particularly in his eternity, the prime

perfection of all. But I proceed :

There is one passage more in the New Testament, which has

been usually brought in proof of Christ's eternity. The author

of the Epistle to the Hebrews, chap. vii. introduces Melchisedec

as a type of Christ. Of him he says, that he had " no beginning

" of days, nor end of life :" that is, no beginning nor ending of

his priesthood is any where recorded. This is a typical rcpre-

0 Ou yap rjv ort d\oyot rjv, ov&i f)v

Srrt ov irarffp, ovot t)v ore ovk d\n6r)s,

fj aaoKpos, r) dllvvaTos, fj evbctjs, r)

Xaprrpdnrroi, fj ayaSonjTot. Greg.

Nazianz. Oral. xxxv. p. 574.

Ideo Sapientia Dei appellatur, ut

nunquam Pater sine Sapientia, hoc

est, sine Filio suo fuisse credatur.

Pseudo-Ambros. de Fide Orthod. cap.

ii. p. 349. Vid. Alexand. Ep. Encycl.

apud Atbanas. torn. i. p. 339. Atban.

torn. i. p. 321, 416, 419, 423, 424,

428, 470, 500, 619. Pluebad. contr.

Arian. p. 303. B. P. torn. iv. Greg.

Nyss. contr. Eunom. lib. vii. p. 633,

634. Cyrill. Alex, de Trinit. p. 6.

Op. torn. vi. Paris. Thesaur. lib. i.

P- 23. 31;

N.B. Their way of reasoning from

other names and characters of God

the Son, clearly shews their meaning

in the argument drawn from the ab

surdity of supposing the Father to

be aXoyor, acrcx^or, &c. A few ex

amples more will suffice, to leave with

the judicious.

Hon yap flbi tis <f>u>s x^P'5 ro''

diravydaparos ;—fj ttws ov fiatveTat

n\tov, 6 kqv ivSvpovptvos SXoyov Km

aao(pov Kore t6v Qtov ; roiavra yap

napadelypara, Kai roiavras rds ftKovas

ctfijKfv rj ypu<pr), iv &c. Athan. p. 500.

Compare p. 221, 416, 428. 0 t>v Gibs

nv 7TOT€ aXoyos ; Kai </>an~ &tv d(ptyyr)s

r)v. Compare p. 618. and p. 683.

Noli ergo credere quod fuerit mo

mentum aliquod, quo fuerit sine sa

pientia Deus, aut sine splendore hue.

Ambros. de Fid. lib. i. cap. 13. p.

460.

Ov yap io-riv imvoijaai tw \dyif,

ovrt imdaraaiv d\apaKTr\piarov, ovrt

akap.Trij &6£av, ovrt aatxpov Ofbv oIk

a^apa brjpiovpybv, ovk SKoyov dp\r)v,

ovk anaiba narepa. Gregor. Nyss.

contr. Eunom. Oral. vii. p. 634.

Comp. p. 633.

llorf ovv t)v 6 7rarr)p )^*pis tov idiov

diravydaparos ; Fldrc ovk fjv tv irarpi

to (pais avTov ; Cyrill. Alex. Thesaur.

lib. i. p. 21. Compare p. 23, 27, 28.

P Origen. apud Athanas. torn. i.

p. 233. Alexand. Alex, apud Theod.

lib. i. cap. 4. p. 17.
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sentation of Christ ; wherefore it seems that Christ must really

have what the type was no more than a faint resemblance of,

viz. an eternal existence without beginning and without end.

That he shall never have end of life, is uncontested. If therefore

to have no end of life imports a future eternity in the largest

sense, it seems most natural to understand that to have no

beginning of days must import eternity backwards in the largest

sense alsoq. Thus far I have proceeded in the Scripture- proofs'"

of Chrisfs eternity, considered as distinct from the attribute of

immutability ; though in sound reasoning one implies the other,

and to prove either is at the same time proving both. This being

premised, I pass on,

a. To the more particular proof of his immutability. I shall

not repeat the arguments from his being Jehovah; Alpha and

Omega ; he which was, and which is, and which is to come, or the

like, equally proving both eternity, and independent eternity, that

is, immutability ; because the force of those has been already

considered. But there are two or three texts, before omitted,

which I have reserved for this place, and shall now consider dis

tinctly.

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, opposing the im

mutability of Christ to the fading and perishing nature of the

heavens and the earth, sets it forth thus in very expressive terms :

" Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the

" earth ; and the heavens are the works of thine hands : they

" shall perish ; but thou remainest ; and they all shall wax old

" as doth a garment ; and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up,

" and they shall be changed : but thou art the same, and thy

" years shall not fail." Heb. i. 10, 1 1, 12. This is the very de

scription which the holy Psalmist gives us of the immutability,

or unchangeable nature, of the only true eternal God. And

d Qui typum gerens Domini, et sine r As to the sense of the most early

patre, et sine matre, et sine genera- Fathers in relation to Christ's eternity,

tionis enarratione, et sine initio, et I have occasionally shewn it in part,

sine fine describitur; ut ostenderet For the rest, I refer the ingenuous

sempiternum Filium Dei in hunc and impartial reader to Bp. Bull's

mundum esse venturum, qui et sine Collections and Observations on that

Patre secundum incarnationem natus head, in his Defensio Fid. Nic. which

est, et sine matre secundum divinam are abundantly sufficient to satisfy

generationem, et sine enarratione gene- every ingenuous inquirer, that the

rationis; quia scriptum est, " Genera- eternity of God the Son was the con-

" tionem autem ejus quis enarrabit ?" stant doctrine of the Christian Church

Ambros. de Fid. lib. iii. cap. 11. from the beginning, and that the con-

p. 5'3- trary was always accounted heresy.
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since it is here, without any restriction or limitation, applied by

the inspired writer to our Saviour Christ ; we cannot reasonably

understand it to mean any thing less here than it does there.

There cannot be any words devised more express or emphatical

than these are : " They shall perish ; but thou remainest : they

" shall be changed ; but thou art the sames." The force of

these expressions was well understood by the great Athanasius,

and triumphantly urged against the Arians1. There is another

passage out of the Epistle to the Hebrews of like import, de

claring in strong terms the immutability of Christ. "Jesus

" Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Heb. xiii. 8.

Here is the phrase 6 avrbs, the same, again applied to the person

of Christ, as before in chapter the first ; and, besides, here is all

time, past, present, and to come, taken in, to make the description

atill more full and complete. It may be best explained from a

parallel, text in the Revelations, by the character of, " which is,

" and which was, and which is to come :" words which con

fessedly and undeniably denote eternal, unchangeable existence.

What is there expressed by " is, was, and is to come," is here

signified by "yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Thus was the

text generally understood by Catholics of the fourth and fifth

centuries", and frequently cited against the Arians. How the

Arians replied to it then, we know not ; unless we may make a

judgment of it from what is said now. It is now pretended that

the meaning of the text is only this ; that " the doctrine of

" Christ, once taught by the Apostles, ought to be preserved

" unchanged1." But, under favour, this is rather the practical

inference built upon the proposition of the text, than the propo

sition itself : for let us take in the whole context, which is as

follows : " Remember them which have the rule over you, who

" have spoken unto you the word of God : whose faith follow,

" considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ (is)

» Origen quotes the words, <ri 8e 6 p. 440, 453, 685. Gregor. Nazianz.

avrot ti, several times, as a proof of Orat. xxxviii. p. 613. Ambros. de

the tu nrpeirrov km avaKkolwrov, the Fid. lib. v. cap. I. p. 555. De Incarn.

unconvertible and immutable nature cap. vi. p. 716. Cyrill. Hierosol.

of God. Orig. contr. Cels. p. 17, 169, Catech. xii. p. 156. Cyrill. Alex, de

318. Rect. Fid. p. 47. De Incarn. Dial.

I Athanas. p. 440, 462, 685. ed. p. 710.

Bened. Vid. etiam Cyrill. Alexand. x Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 117.

contr. Jul. lib. vin. p. 266. Reply, p. 169. Modest Plea, &c.

II Alexand. Alex, apud Athanas. P 304.

torn. 1. p. 399. Athanasius, torn. i.
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" the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. Be not carried

" about with divers and strange doctrines ; for it is a good

" thing that the heart be established" &c. Now, whether the

words have reference to those going before, viz. "considering

" the end of their conversation ;" or to the words immediately

following, viz. "Be not carried about with divers and strange

" doctrines ;" either way the sense is good, and the Apostle's

argument pertinent. For upon the former supposition the sense

will run thus : " Imitate your pastors, considering how great

" and how divine a Person you thereby adhere to; one who is

" no created or mutable Being, capable of failing in his own

" person, or of disappointing you in your just expectations ;

" but one that is eternally and unchangeably the samey ; whom

" therefore you may infallibly depend on, in the final result of

" things." In this view the Apostle's sense is both just and

pertinent, and is not much unlike to what is elsewhere said of

God, that he is the Lord, and " changes not," Mai. iii. 6. and

that " with him there is no variableness, neither shadow of turn-

" ing," James i. 17. But if we understand this text with regard

to the words immediately following, " Be not carried about with

" divers and strange doctrines," still the sense is just and to the

purpose : " Do not ye change, for Jesus Christ never changes,

" being immutably and essentially the same : endeavour to copy

" after him as far as your imperfect natures will permit." Thus

the precept and the example hang together, much after the

same manner as in a text of St. Matthew : " Be ye therefore

" perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect:"

where an argument is drawn from the natural and necessary

perfections of God, to induce us to some faint resemblance and

imitation of them. Upon the whole, it appears that our inter

pretation of this text in the Hebrews is literal ; which makes it

preferable to any figurative construction, unless there were a

necessity for it. It is also very agreeable to the scope and design

of the author in that place, and to what he had before taught

us, chap. i. ver. 1 2. of the same Epistle : it is further countenanced

by the Catholic Fathers, at least as high as the fourth century ;

and not contradicted by those before them : in fine, it is opposed

only, or however chiefly, by those who, having an hypothesis to

serve, like not the doctrine it contains ; which doctrine never-

y See True Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity continued, p. 206.
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theless is set forth by other Scriptures, and confirmed by all an

tiquity z: and now let any man of common ingenuity be left to

judge, which of the two interpretations offered be the true one.

Having considered the Scripture-proofs of Christ's eternity and

immutability, I proceed next to another of his divine attributes.

3. Omniscience is another divine attribute, ascribed in Scrip

ture to our Saviour Christ. " Now we are sure that thou

" knowest all things," said his disciples unto him, John xvi. 30.

And again; "Lord, thou knowest all things,11 (John xxi. 17.)

said St. Peter, directing his discourse to Christ. The words in

both places are general, without any limitation or reserve

intimated in text or context : neither does the Evangelist, who

recorded these sayings, any where insert any caution to prevent

our understanding them in the highest and most unlimited

sense. Thus far the presumption lies in favour of our con

struction : and I shall endeavour further to shew from other

Scriptures, that those expressions ought to be understood in

their utmost latitude ; and shall withal examine and confute the

Arian or Socinian pretences to the contrary.

That God the Son "knoweth all things," in the strictest

sense, may be justly inferred from his being the " Searcher of

" the heart," and his knowledge of the "deep things of God."

To be Kapbtoyv&oTTis, " Searcher of the heart," is the peculiar

and distinguishing character of the one true God ; as appears

from Jer. xvii. 10. "I the Lord search the heart, I try the

" reins." And from 1 Kings viii. 39. " Thou, even thou only

" knowest the hearts of all the children of men." And from Acts

xv. 8. " God which knoweth the hearts." Yet this very per

fection our blessed Lord claims to himself : " I am he," saith

he, " that searcheth the reins and the heart," Rev. ii. 23. And

St. John testifies of him, that "he knew all men," John ii. 24.

" knew what was in man," John ii. 25. And the disciples

in their prayer to him (as seems most probable) say, " Thou,

" Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men," Acts i. 24.

1 The immutability of Christ is im- so that direct and express testimonies

plicitly and consequentially asserted as of Christ's immutability, if they occur

often as the primitive writers assert not so often, are less needful. But

the eternity, or consubstantiality, or some there are, full and particular to

of God the Son; or declare him to be Prax. cap. xxvii. Origen. contr. Gels.

Corf in the strict sense, or no creature : p. 1 69, 1 70.

proper, emphatical existence (which we

now express by necessary existence)
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This is further confirmed from Heb. iv. 12, 13. "The Wokd

" of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged

" sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and

" spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the

" thoughts and intents of the heart : neither is there any

" creature that is not manifest in his sight : but all things are

•' naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to

" do." That this passage is to be understood of the Adyos, or Word,

that is, of Christ, I think need not be doubted : the characters

are plainly personal, and the name of Word is appropriated

to Christ by St. John, John i. 1. Rev. xix. 13 ; and the "sword,"

or " two-edged sword," is a figure often mentioned in the

Revelations, where Christ is spoken of; Rev. i. 16. ii. 12, 16.

xix. 15. This passage was understood of Christ, both before

and after the Council of Nice, by Catholic writers* : and the

application of it to Christ is not, that I know of, scrupled by

our modern Arians, any more than it appears to have been

doubted of by their predecessors. Here then it is said of

Christ, that " all things are naked" before him ; that every

creature is " manifest in his sight and that he is a " discerner

" of the thoughts and intents of the heart :" strong and lively

expressions of his divine omniscience : I know not whether any

fuller or more significant can be produced out of the holy

Scripture, in proof of the omniscience even of God the Father.

To this may be added another celebrated text, Coloss. ii. 3.

" In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

The author of ' Scripture Doctrine' pretends, that it is ambi

guous whether this refers to the Father or to Christ. But if it

certainly refers to either, there can be no reasonable doubt but

it refers to Christ, immediately before mentioned. The words

run thus : " The acknowledgment of the mystery of God and

" the Father, and of Christ, (iv in whom are hid all the

•' treasures of wisdom and knowledge." There may be some

question whether the words iv a> may not refer to ixvartjpwv,

mystery, before spoken of; and so may not be properly rendered

in which, instead of in whom. But if they be rightly rendered

in whom, it is plain they must refer to the nearest antecedent,

» Origen in Joh. j). 34. Athanas. p. 189. Cyril. Alex. Thesaur. p. 169.

torn. i. p. 503, 539. berm. Maj. p. 6. See also Clarke's Script. J)octr.

Ambros. de Fid. lib. iv. cap. 7. p. p. 116. 2nd cd.

^34. ed. Bened. Euseb. in Psalm.
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Christ ; and in this interpreters are agreed. Origen, Hilary,

and the ancient author of the commentaries under the name

of St. Ambrose, refer the words to Christ. bThe two latter, as

also Cyril of Alexandria, draw an argument from them of the

absolute omniscience of Christ. Clemens of Alexandria twice

cites the text : but whether he understood the words in dispute

to relate to mystery going before, or to the person of Christ,

is uncertain. It is observable, that four of the authors now

mentioned read the words somewhat differently from the present

copies0. As to the sense of the words, and their reference to

Christ, we shall find but little reason to doubt, if we consider

the general scope and drift of the Apostle in this Epistle;

which was to set forth the excellency and dignity of Christ.

This appears particularly from verses 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19, of

the first chapter ; and from the 9th verse of this very chapter,

where we are told, that " in him dwelleth all the fulness of the

" Godhead bodily." Well might the Apostle say, that " all the

" treasures of wisdom and knowledge were in him, in whom

" all the fulness of the Godhead was also." I know, our

adversaries, whether Socinians or Arians, will endeavour to

elude the force- of this text, as well as of the other. But as the

Apostle ushered it in with a very solemn caution, to " beware

" lest any man spoil us through philosophy and vain deceit,

" after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world,

" and not after Christ :" so let all true Christians beware, lest

they be imposed upon by weak pretences, built upon false

philosophy and vain deceit ; not upon sound and true reasoning.

The author of " Scripture Doctrine" refers us11 to John xiv. 10.

•' The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works." If he

means that the Father's nature and Godhead so dwells and

resides in Christ, as to make a full and entire communion

of substance and of all perfections, insomuch that the Son shall

therefore be totus ex toto, perfectus ex per/ecto, very God of very

God ; then indeed this construction would not be amiss, being the

same which Hilary and some other Catholics give of it. But, if

he understands the Father's in-dwelling in any lower sense,

b Origen. Comm. in Matt. p. 209. Clemens and Pseudo-Ambros. Mys-

Hilar, p. 102,5, 1028. Pseudo-Am- tery in Christ; Origen. Mystery of

bros. in loc. Clem. Alex. p. 683, 694. God even Christ; Dei Christi: Hilar.

Vid. et Cyril. Alex. adv. Antnropo- d Clarke's Scripture Doctr. p. 114.

morph. p. 382. and edit.

c Mystery of God in Christ; so
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it would have come better from a Socinian, who would interpret

the fulness of the Godhead, of the Father dwelling in the man

Christ Jesus. It cannot easily be imagined that the Apostle,

who in the first chapter of this Epistle had said so many high

and great things of the inherent and personal dignity of the

Son of God, as existing be/ore all things, creating, preserving,

and sustaining the whole universe, should now fall so low as to

tell us, that he meant it not of any inherent personal dignity

of the Son, but of the Father only : or if the Apostle had

so intended it, why should not he have said plainly that

the Father dwelt in him, a plain easy thing, instead of sur

prising us with so solemn and pompous an expression, (and

that too after the ceremony of a preface to introduce it,)

as that in him dwelt " all the fulness of the Godhead

" bodily I"

The author of " Scripture Doctrine," not confiding in his first

explication, invents another, inconsistent with it, though he lets

both stand together in the same page. " Fulness of Godhead"

he interprets fulness of divine power, dominion, and autftority :

for so the word fleo'njs, divinity, he says, signifies ; and elsewhere6,

always signifies. He is much mistaken in his remark upon the

sense of fadVqs, as might be shewn by a hundred instances out of

the best ecclesiastical writers ; some of which I have referred to

in another placef, and upon another occasion. However, if 6(6tt)s

always signifies power, dominion, and authority; then it never

signifies the Being or Person, whose that power, dominion, or

authority is : and therefore the text of St. John, xiv. 10. which

speaks of the Father's (not the Father's power, dominion, &c.)

dwelling in Christ, is very inconsistently put together with this

other construction. But enough of this. As to the sense of the

text. Col. ii. 9. we need not have recourse to any remote and

farfetched explications, when the natural and obvious construc

tion of it is no near at hand. Whoever considers that the Logos,

or Word, was God, and was made flesh, or was " God manifest

" in the fleshg," (as St. Paul expresses it,) will easily believe

e Reply, p. 283. the Creed, p. 128. and Mills in loc.

f Defence of some Queries, vol. i. Dr. Clarke's surmise, that all the

p. 323, 504. Fathers read os or 4, instead of 6f6r,

text, and the agreement of the Greek which he pretends to collect from the

copies in it, consult Bp. Pearson on tenor of their comments, is, without

b 1 Tim. iii. 16. As to 0t6s in this
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that that was the great mystery which St. Paul had in his

thoughts, when he told us that the fulness of the Godhead dwelt

in Christ bodily. He had the more reason to usher this in with

a prefatory caution against philosophy and vain deceit, because

the mystery of Ood incarnate was what the disputers of this

world were most of all offended at, and what none of the heretics

of the earliest times would come intoh. The Docetse, a very

early sect, denied the humanity of Christ, that they might still

retain the belief of his divinity ; while Cerinthus and the Ebion-

ites denied his divinity, that they might still acknowledge his

humanity; neither one nor other admitting the divinity and

humanity together, because such an union and mixture of God

and man appeared utterly repugnant to their philosophy. Both

those heresies probably had their rise in the Apostles' times,

and before St. Paul wrote this Epistle. And now we may under

stand what St. Paul meant by fulness of Godhead. The divine

nature, the Adyos, full and perfect God, assumed a body, took

flesh upon him, or became incarnate. The " Word was made

" flesh, and dwelt among us," (in our nature,) "and of his

'•'■fulness have we all received." John i. 14, 15, 16.

The construction which I have here given of this remarkable

passage is not mine, but that of the primitive Catholic writers',

as well before as after the Council of Nice. Now to return to

the point which we were before upon : since it appears how high

and great things the Apostle has said of Christ, in the two first

chapters of this Epistle, we have the more reason to believe

any grounds. See Greg. Nyssen.

Orat. x. contr. Eunom. p. 693. where

Otos is read, and the tenor of the

comment requires that reading.

h See my Defence of some Queries,

vol. L p. 470, 471.

' Aunrcp Kai to c'k rfjc nap6ivov

<T<L>pa, \o>prjfrav mv to nXr/papa rijr

dfOTTjroc o-ioparucas, rjj dtornn drpe-

n-rac frurai, *ai Tt&tanolryraC ov \apiv

6 avros Sfot «ai "Av6pamos 'Irjo'ovt

Xpto~rosvpo*<pnTtv*TO ivvoptp, &c. Con-

cil.Antiock. Epist.Labb. tom.i. p. 848.

Ej yap oik cart kot overlap, d/iotof 6

vios roil irarpos, A«mto rt Tjj tlnovt, Kai

oik fori rrXrjpns «ikuv, oitSf TcA«ov

anavyatjpa. ttu>s ovv avaytvao'K€T€ ro,

n> airy kotoikh jra* ro ifKfipapa rijs

oVc/nrror cojpaTiKojs ; Athanas. de Sy

nod, p. 753. Comp. p. 556. ed. Bened.

Note, that the citation which Dr.

Clarke (Script. Doctr. p. 114.) brings

out of Athanasius, as if it had been

his interpretation of this text, has no

reference at all to it ; as any one may

see by looking into Athanasius, Epist.

ad Philadelph. torn. i. p. 916.

Tantus est Filius quantus videbitur

Pater: totus de toto, integer de in-

tegro, perfectus de perfecto, consum-

mataque virtute : sicut Apostolus dicit

ad Colossenses, in quo "omnis pleni-

" tudo Dignitatis corporaliter habi-

"tat." Greg. Nazianz. Orat. xlviii.

ex versione Ruff. p. 733.

Vid. Hilar, p. 979, 983, 988, 1362.

Epiphan. Ancorat. p. 95. contr.

Haeres. p. 889. Exposit. Fid. Justin.

Mart, ascript.
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that he meant to ascribe absolute omniscience to him, when he

said, that "in him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and

" knowledge."

A further proof of his omniscience may be drawn from his

being indisputably equal in knowledge to the Holy Spirit of

God ; that Spirit which " searcheth all things," even the " deep

" things of God ; " and who is as well acquainted with the mind

of God, as a man is with his own heart and mind. I mention

not other arguments of the Son's omniscience, deducible from his

creative powers, and his being Preserver and Sustainer of the

universe, and from the names of Wisdom and Truth* given to

him in holy Scripture ; and from his intimate union with, and

knowledge of, God the Father : these and the like considerations

may serve still more and more to confirm us in the belief of it,

and to render it less questionable with serious and considering

men. I shall only add, that the Ante-Nicene Catholics were no

strangers to this doctrine which I here maintain ; but asserted

it, many of them1, as fully as I have done : none, so far as

appears, ever presuming to oppose or contradict it. But there

are some objections against the evidence I have produced, which

come next to be considered. I shall confine myself to such

pretences as have been lately revived, and artfully set off, by the

author of " Scripture Doctrine."

i . As to our Lord's being " Searcher of the hearts," he

thinks"1 it may be accounted for from a passage of Clemens of

Alexandria"; which he would gladly so interpret as to make

Clemens say, that Christ is, by the will of the Almighty, Inspector

of our hearts. But I have in another place0 took notice how

widely he has mistaken the sense of his author.

A second pretenceP to invalidate our proofs of the Son's

k Vid. Origen in .Mum. pag. 28.

Didym. de Spir. Sanct. p. 515.

1 See this made good in my Defence,

&c. vol. i. p. 137, &c.

m Script. Doctr. p. 45, 118, 394.

n Tov TUvpiov 'Iijo-oOv T<o namoKpa-

nyu-M 6t\rjpaTi cvio-Konov rrjs KapSias

{,,,■;*. Strom, iv. p. 611.

0 Defence of some Queries, vol. i.

P- 338.

N. B. HavTOKparopiiea 8(\r)p.aTi, in

Clemens, does not Bignify by the will

of the Almighty, as the Doctor con

strues it ; but by his sovereign all-

containing will.

See parallel expressions in other

authors. MoVof 8t 6 Gfor jztpu\ti rij

/9ovXqo-« to nan. Pseudo-Just, ad

Orthod. Qu. II.

Immensus cum sit Deus, et muudi

opifex, attme omnipotens, immensa et

raundi opifice, atque omnipotenti po

tentate, et effectu novo, potenter et

efficaciter fecit ut omnis plenitudo, &c.

Fragm. Irencei, p. 342. ed. Bened.

Comp. Clem. Alex. p. 674, 679.

p See Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 45,

138.
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omniscience, is from John viii. 28. where our Lord says, " I do

" nothing of myself ; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak

" these things." The full meaning of which is no more than

this, that God the Son is intimately united with the Father,

never separate from him; and therefore neither acts nor speaks

but in concert with him. Our blessed Saviour, speaking of his

Father and himself, is pleased to take up with such expressions

as are of common use with us : but they are to be soberly inter

preted, suitably to the dignity of the subject. This I observe,

lest the word taught, taken from what is customary amongst

men, should be apt to convey a low idea, when applied (though

in a more refined and elevated sense) to the Persons of the ever

blessed Trinity n. It is very certain that the Son has his know

ledge, and every other perfection, from the Father, in the same

sense as he hath also his nature or substance from the Father :

but it should be considered, that after our blessed Lord had

said, " The Son can do nothing of himself,'" (John v. 19.) he

immediately added, " For what things soever he (the Father)

" doth, these also doth the Son likewise." Let it then be ac

knowledged, that the Son can know nothing of himself, provided

only that we add this consideration to it, that " what things

" soever the Father knoweth, these also knoweth the Son like-

" wise and then it will appear that those expressions, which

the objectors lay hold on, are so far from denoting any imper

fection in the Son's knowledge, that, on the contrary, they set

forth the great and unmeasurable perfection of it, as being in

separably linked with, and indeed one and the same in extent

and degree w ith, the Father's.

3. A third objection1 against what we assert is taken from

Rev. i. 1. "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto

" him." But this has no difficulty with any who consider that

all the transactions of God the Father with mankind are in and

s Dicere autem et loqui, in Trini- Patrem, ejusdem naturae in Patre ct

tate, non secundum consuetudinem Filio, con3ensusque, significatio est.

nostram accipiendum, Bed juxta Didym. de Spir. S. p. 515. ed. Bened.

formam incorporalium naturarum " Filius nihil a semetipso po9sit

neque enim ignorante Filio (qui Sapi- '* facere, nisi viderit Patrem facien-

entia et Veritas est) Pater suam nun- " tern :" in sensu scilicet facientem.

ciat voluntatem ; cum omne quod Pater enim sensu agit ; Filius vero,

loquitur sapiens verusque subsistens qui in Patris sensu est, videns perficit.

in sapientia habeat, et in substantia. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 15.

Loqui ergo Patrem et audire Filium, r Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 45,

v«l e contrario, Filio loquente, audire 172.

WATERLAND, VOL. U, M
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hy Christ Jesus. Every revelation of God is through Christ his

Son, the Revealer and Interpreter of the otherwise unknown

Father, and his will, to men. This order and economy, observable

in the Persons of the sacred Trinity, is what we ought humbly

to adore and reverence, rather than pry too curiously into ;

lest, pretending to be " wise above what is written," we fall

from our own steadfastness, and lose ourselves in inextricable

mazes.

4. The last and most material objection against us is from

Mark xiii. 32 : " But of that day, and that hour, knoweth no

" man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son,

" but the Father." Or " Father only," as it is in Matt. xxiv. 36.

which the author of " Scripture Doctrine" particularly taketh

notice ofs. He does not, in terms, declare whether this text

be, in his opinion, a proof of God the Son's being ignorant of

any thing ; but is content to say', or insinuate, as from Irenams,

(though he mistranslates his author,) that the Father is superior

in knowledge, and that he only has perfect knowledge : very sus

picious and doubtful expressions, and left without guard or

caution. But to come to the point : I am to shew that these

texts of St. Mark and St. Matthew prove nothing at all against

the perfect knowledge, or strict omniscience, of the divine nature

of Christ. It is not said, the Son of God knew not the day of

judgment ; but the Son, that is, the Son of man, as appears

from the context in both the Evangelists: Matt. xxiv. 37, 39.

Mark xiii. 26, 34. And it is well observed by Athanasius", that,

after our Lord had mentioned the angels as not knowing that

day, he did not add, neither the Holy Ghost ; that it might still

be considered, that if the Holy Ghost knew the day, well might

also God the Son know it ; and that therefore what is here said

of the Son relates to the Son of man only. It is objected by

Crellius and others, that it could not with truth and sincerity

be said of Christ, that he was ignorant of the day, if he knew it

in any capacity ; as it cannot be denied that man is immortal,

so long as he is immortal in any respect or capacity. But to

this I answer, that as it may be truly said of the body of man,

that it is not immortal, thougli the soul be : so it may be truly

said, that the Son of man was not knowing, thougli the Son of

» See Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 45, 132. 1 Ibid. p. 133, 134.

u Athanas. torn. i. p. 593.
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God knew every thing. Now, since Christ may speak of himself,

either as Son of God or as Son of man ; it is not inconsistent

with truth and sincerity for him to deny that he knew what he

really did know in one capacity, while he was ignorant of it in

another. Our Lord says in one place, " Now I am no more in

" the world," John xvii. 1 1. and in another place, " Ye have the

" poor always with you, but me ye have not always," Matt. xxvi.

1 1, denying that he was, or should be, any longer present with

his disciples : which can only be understood of his human nature

and bodily presence ; for in another respect he elsewhere says,

" Lo, I am with you always," Matt, xxviii. 20. and, " If any

" man love me—my Father will love him, and we will come unto

" him, and make our abode with him," John xiv. 23. From

hence we see that our blessed Lord might, without any breach

of sincerity, deny that of himself considered in one capacity,

which he could not have denied in another. He denies the

knowledge of the day of judgment, but in respect of his human

nature ; in which respect also he is said to have " increased in

" wisdom,'1 Luke ii. 52. the divine Logos having with the human

nature assumed the ignorance and other infirmities proper to it*.

If it be objected that the Son is here placed after the angels, and

that the gradation requires that we should understand the text

of a nature superior to angels ; it is easily answered, that the Son

of mans union with the Logos, and the particular concern the

Son of man has in the last judgment, are sufficient to account

for the supposed climax or gradation y.

Upon the whole then it appears, that our Lord might very

sincerely and justly say, that he knew not the day or hour of

the final judgment, understanding it of himself considered in his

human capacity; though at the same time, in another respect,

he could not be ignorant of any thing7-. If it be pretended

* See Mr. Boyse's very judicious wish the author had been content

account of this text, in answer to the with recommending one, without con-

pretences of Mr. Emlyn, who never demning another. He may please to

thought fit to make any reply to that consider, that we are upon the defen-

part. sive only with regard to these two

T See Dr. Bennet on the Trinity, texts ; that we prove the Son's omni-

p. 154, &c. science from other texts; and that a

1 A learned gentleman has lately respondent, as such, can never bey the

attempted a different solution of the question : not to mention that the dis-

difSculty arising from these texts ; for tinction of the two natures, divine and

which I heartily thank him. I do not human, is demonstrably plain from

dislike the proposing of several ways other Scriptures ; that therefore our

of coming to the same point : only I solution is very natural and obvious ;

M 2
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further, that the Son of God, as such, and every other person

whatever, is excluded, because of the words " Father only;"

I answer, that the exclusive term only is not to be so strictly

interpreted as to exclude what essentially belongs to the Fatlter,

and may be reckoned to him, as included in him, his Word, or

Spirit. It is said, Rev. xix. 12, of God the Son, that " he had

" a name written, which no one (oifieis) knew but he himself."

Now if it be reasonable and just to infer from thence, that the

Fatlier was ignorant of that name ; then let it also be reasonable

to infer from this place of St. Matthew, that the Son was ignorant

of the day of judgment : or, if such inference be manifestly false

and unjustifiable in one case, there must be something more

than the bare force of the exclusive term to make it true or

justifiable in the other.

From what hath been said it is manifest, that holy Scripture

has by necessary consequence, and also in express terms, ascribed

omniscience to the Son of God ; and that the pretences against

it are of no weight ; being founded only on misinterpretation of

texts, and misapplication of what relates to Christ in one capa

city, to him considered in another.

3. I proceed, thirdly, to another divine attribute ascribed to

Christ in holy Scripture, viz. omnipresence. The texts which

prove it are these that follow : " Where two or three are

" gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of

" them," Matt, xviii. 20. " Lo, I am with you always, even

" unto the end of the world8," Matt, xxviii. 20. " By him all

" things consist," Col. i. 17. These texts demonstrate that our

blessed Lord is present on earth, at the same time that he is also

present in heaven ; that his presence reaches to all the ends of

the earth, to all men living quite round the globe, to the whole

system of creatures ; for " by him all things consist :" as much

as to say, " In him they live, and move, and have their being ;"

which is the most lively and emphatical description of the

omnipresence of God. Christ's omnipresence is likewise intimated

from the worship ordered to be paid him by men, by angelsb, by

that it must be admitted with regard it will be more than sufficient to take

to Luke ii. 52. (and why not in the off all scruple with respect to so easy

other place ?) and that if our Sa- and so unexceptionable a solution as

viour's dark and mystical way of ours is.

speaking be sufficient to justify even » Vid. Origen. contr. Cels. p. 239.

so hard a supposition as that seems In Joh. p. 122, 128,419.

to be which this gentleman goes upon, b Heb. i. 6.
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the wholo creation c. The same thing may certainly be inferred

from his being Creator of the universe. Hence it is that

the ancients do, with one voice, declare for the omnipresence

of God the Sond. Some of them indeed have been thought

to have given into contrary sentiments, in their disputes with the

Noetians or Jews : but, upon careful inquiry, this appears to be

only a groundless surmise ; as is largely and solidly proved

by the judicious and learned Bp. Bull e.

It may perhaps be objected, that the Son's being present to

all men, or even to all creatures, does not prove his omnipresence

in the largest and fullest sense. To which it is sufficient

to reply, that though there is not any Scripture-proof of

an absolute omnipresence of the Son, extending beyond the limits

of the world into I know not what imaginary extramundane

spaces, yet there is full proof of his omnipresence through the

whole creation : which is, to all intents and purposes, the very

same thing to us with divine omnipresence ; and is as high as

Scripture has any where carried the omnipresence even of God

the Father. Thus far I have proceeded in the proof of the

divine attributes ascribed in Scripture to our Saviour Christ : the

titles I have recounted and vindicated in a former discourse.

Nothing now remains but

III. To sum up the force of the general argument, and to

obviate such general objections as are brought to weaken our

conclusion. I have left myself but little room for this : indeed,

much is not needful. If the premises stand, the conclusion

makes itself. Every single attribute that hath been mentioned,

every single title, almost, justifies the inference, that Christ is no

creature, but truly and strictly God: all together make so full,

so clear, so irrefragable a demonstration of it, that one might

justly wonder how any, who retain the least regard or reverence

towards the sacred Writ, can make any serious doubt of it.

It cannot be shewn that any one of those names, titles, attributes,

and essential properties of God, was ever given, in this manner,

« Rer. v. 8.

Si homo tantummodo Christus,

quomodo adest ubique invocatus, cum

haec konrinis natura non sit, sed Dei,

ut adtste omni loco possit ? Novat.

cap. 14.

4 Juat. Mart. Apol. ii. cap. 11. p.

27. ed. Ox. Irena>u8, p. 190, 231,

315. ed. Bened. Clem. Alex. p. 711,

831, 840. ed. Ox. Tertull. adv.

Prax. c. 23. Origen. contr. Cels.

p. 239, 164. Hippolyt. Fragm. p. 45.

vol. ii. Fabric.

e Bull. Defens. Fid. Nic. sect. iv.

cap. 3.
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and with those circumstances, to any creature. If one or two of

them (as the name God for instance) might be equivocal, yet

the rest are not so ; and the manner and circumstances, where

with they are ascribed to Christ, sufficiently determine the sense

of them. If titles alone are not of weight sufficient, attributes

come in to strengthen and confirm them ; and if any scruples

remain still, creation and adoration understood of, and attributed

to Christ, render the proof still more irrefragable. The strength

and number of the evidences concurring to establish Christ's

divinity, when fewer and less considerable might have been

sufficient, is very wonderful ; as if Divine Wisdom had purposely

so ordered it, foreseeing what opposition would be made to it.

Were it possible, by any quirk or subtilty, to elude every

single evidence, yet the joint force of all together would be very

considerable ; because it is hardly to be imagined that, in an

affair of this moment, God would ever have suffered so many

plausible appearances, and specious presumptions, of a thing

that is not, to stand in Scripture, for the deception even of wise

and good and conscientious men. The Jewish Church were

trained up to a sense of the true God by those very characters

which are applied to Christ. Upon those they formed their

idea of the divine Being : and would have thought it blasphemy

to have ascribed the same, though by way offigure only, (in so

serious a concern,) to any creature. And not they only, but all

mankind must allow, that none more expressive and significant

characters of God can be devised, than several of those are

which are applied to Christ. If we are mistaken in this matter,

it is a mistake which the Christian world, by plain force of

Scripture, has, in a manner, inevitably been led into. He must

be a very weak man who can imagine, that the doctrine of the

Trinity could ever have come in, or could have subsisted half a

century, were it not for the plain and irresistible reasons for it,

appearing in holy Scripture. How the matter now stands all the

Christian world over (except a few Reclaimants) is very well

known. If we run up fourteen hundred years higher, or there

about, we find the body of the Bishops and Clergy, summoned

from all parts to debate this very question, determining at length

as we have done, and as much deceived (if we are deceived) as

we are at this day. If we look sixty years higher, and may

judge of the principles of the Church at that time, from those

of the two celebrated Bishops of Alexandria and Rome, with
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their Clergy ; we still find them lying under the same fatal

deception that prevails now. Go up a hundred years higher,

to the middle of the second century ; still, all the way as

we pass, we meet with plain marks and characters of the same

delusion (if it be any) overspreading the Church of Christ, at a

time when miracles were not ceased, nor revelations uncommon.

In short, when we have carried our searches up to the very

apostolic age, we still observe manifest footsteps of the same

error (if it be one) prevailing : nor can we find so much as one

man of any considerable repute among Christians, whom we can

certainly prove to have been free from it. Surely God had soon

forsaken his heritage, and given up his Church to strong delusions,

(that Church against which the gates of hell shall never prevail,)

if we have been mistaken in these things. It appears however

from hence, how powerful and forcible the Scripture evidences

of Christ's divinity have ever been upon the minds of men : not

the illiterate, unthinking, or injudicious ; but the wisest, the

most considerate, the brightest ornaments and the most eminent

fights of the Christian Church. But our adversaries are men

that can look up against all these evidences, and can harden

their minds in opposition to them. Let us see what they have

to plead, in order to fence off conviction, and to keep their

wretched cause in any tolerable countenance, at this day.

i . To our argument, so far as respects the divine titles given to

God the Son in holy Scripture, it is objected f, that the highest

titles of all, such as ttyioroy, the Most High, or Supreme ;

TtavTOKparaip, the Almighty, or Supreme over all; «Ts ©cos *al

variip isavraiv, the one God and Father of all; els 0«os e£ ov to

vivra, one God of whom are all things ; are never applied to the

Son in Scripture. To which I answer, first, that if God the Son

has not every divine title which is applied in Scripture to God

the Father, yet he has more than enough to prove that he is no

creature, but that he is truly, strictly, and essentially God : so

that if any other high titles be ascribed to the Father, (not as

Father, but as God;) those also, though not specially applied

to the Son in Scripture, are virtually contained and necessarily

included in those other that are expressly given him. I answer,

secondly, that the title of ■navroKpirap (Almighty) is expressly

applied to God the Son in Scripture, as hath been shewn s : and

' Modest Plea. « Serm. vi. p. 141.
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the sense of vu/ioros (Most High, or Supreme over all) is plainly

ascribed to him, Rom. ix. 5. And very probably the title itself

in other Scriptures is applied to himh, were it worth the while

to insist upon a fruitless nicety, after so many and great proofs

of what we maintain. As to the titles of one God and Father ofall,

and one God the Father of whom are all things, we should think

it very strange indeed to find them applied to God the Son;

because, taken all together, they are personal titles, peculiarly

belonging to God the Father. It must appear very much for the

advantage of our cause, that Scripture has so indifferently

applied every divine title almost to Father and Son, as barely

to leave no more than were proper or necessary to keep up the

distinction of Persons: and it must appear as a standing

monument against our adversaries, to their shame and con

fusion, that after we have given them every proof that can be

requisite to shew that the Son is strictly God, yet none shall be

thought sufficient, unless it be a proof of what we pretend not,

of God the Son's being the very same Person with God the

Father. This indeed is the secret meaning of all the opposition

made against us : here lies the mystery of their heresy in this

one false principle; that the Son cannot be the supreme God,

that is, not truly, strictly, and essentially God, unless he be the

very Person of the Father. Upon this bottom rest both

Sabellianism and Arianism ; and this is what the advocates of

both have, betwixt them, been labouring to prove now for

fifteen hundred years, and have met with nothing but disappoint

ment. To conclude this article : we readily allow that the title

of one God and Father of all is no where applied, either in

Scripture or antiquity, to God the Son ; because the Son is not

the Father : but the title of the one God we prove to belong to

him, as often as we prove that he is Lord and God, Jehovah, over

all God blessed, and the like ; for Scripture acknowledges no

more Gods than one. The title of one God the Father of whom

are all things, may also be peculiar to the Father', because of the

h Psalm lxxxvii. 5. Vid. Tertull.

contr. Prax. c. 27. Athanas. p. 889.

Ambros. de Fid. lib. iii. cap. 2. p.

498. Psalm lxxxii. 18. Vid. Athan.

p. 889. Ambroa. p. 498. Luke i. 76.

Vid. Ambros. de Fid. lib. iii. cap. 2.

p. 498.

' N. B. The author of Modest Plea

Sfc. continued is so destitute of argu

ments from Scripture, that he is

forced to repeat this text of the

Corinthians (though nothing to his

purpose) perpetually ; and it is to

serve for an answer almost to every

thing. The Son is not the one

God of whom are all things, says he,
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personal distinguishing characters, Father, and of whom, denoting

some particular manner of subsisting or operating. But if

the Son be God, by whom aro all things, he is essentially, though

not personally, the same God with the Father; unless there

be more Gods than one. But,

2. Another objection to our general argument drawn from

the titles and attributes is, that they are ascribed to the Father

in a higher and more eminent manner than to the Sonk. This

objection is so loosely and carelessly worded, that it is not

easy to fix any certain sense to it. Would but the objectors say,

in plain terms, that the titles of God, or Jehovah, or Almighty,

when applied to the Son, do not signify truly and strictly divine,

necessarily existing, supreme over all, as when applied to the

Father, we might readily know how to deal with them : or would

they but say, that the attributes of eternity, omniscience, omni

presence, &c. when ascribed to the Son, signify no more than a

limited duration, knowledge, presence, &c. we should thank them

for speaking plain, and for giving us an opportunity of confuting

what they have to plead for such rash and blasphemous assertions.

But since they are pleased only to express themselves indefinitely

and uncertainly, we can give them no certain answer more than

this ; that, supposing those titles or attributes to be ascribed in

a more emphatical and eminent manner to the Father, as first

Person, yet they are ascribed also to the Son in their utmost

latitude and extent, and in the very same sense ; (omniscience or

eternity signifying neither more nor less than omniscience or

eternity, whether applied to one or to the other ,) and therefore

the objection from the more eminent manner, according as it is

understood, is either without truth or without weight. The sum

orer and over. And what then ? He readers ; but is easily seen through by

is not that Person there styled the one men of sense. There is no more in it

racter, of whom are all things that is, in the proper and strict Eense, because

the Son is not the Father. Who pre- he is a Son : whereas the contrary is

tends that he is ? But he is the Lord the truth ; he is God because he is

and God by whom are all things. The God's proper Son, of the same nature

Father singly is not the first cause of with him. This author will never

all creature ; but Father and Son (in- prove that unbegotten , a relative cha-

rlnding always the Holy Ghost) toge- racter, is the proper notion of the

ther ; as appears from that very pas- word God ; but divine perfections,

sage. See my second Sermon, p. 31, wherever they really subsist, or in

.V, tec. The author's mixing and whatever manner they subsist, im

pending personal and essential cha- begotten, begotten, or proceeding.

racier* together, with too artificial a k Modest Plea, p. 148.

confusedness, may take with some

 

than this ; that the Son cannot be God
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of all is only this, that the Fat/ter is Father, and the Son is Son ;

one first in order, the other second. Whatever consequences

necessarily follow this concession, we are very ready to admit :

and it would save us a great deal of trouble, if the objectors

would but try the strength of their philosophy, and put the cause

upon this single question, Whether it were possible for God to

have had a Son of the same nature, coequal and coeternal with him ?

We shall be very ready to join issue with them upon this very

point ; and it seems to be both a fair and a short way of ending

the controversy. But if they still delight in obscurity and dark

ness, declining a fair open examination of their tenets, running

from the point in question, screening themselves under general

and ambiguous terms, insinuating what they will not say, and

saying what they cannot prove : if this be the method they

persist in, it will be easily seen that they seek not truth, but lie

in wait to deceive ; and are afraid of coming to the light, lest

their errors should be made manifest.

Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Gliost, be all glory for

ever. Amen.



CHRIST'S DIVINITY

PROVED FROM

THE FORM OF BAPTISM.

The eighth Sermon preached April 6, 1720.

Matt, xxviii. 19.

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

The text contains the solemn form of baptism prescribed by

our blessed Lord himself, as a perpetual standing law to his

Church. As soon as he had run through the great work of

redemption, having completed his conquests over death and hell

by his rising from the dead, he acquaints his disciples with the

commencing of his mediatorial kingdom. " All power was given

" him both in heaven and earth." Then was fulfilled the pro

phecy of the royal Psalmist, who, speaking in the person of God

the Father, says, " Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten

" thee. Ask of me, and I will give thee the heathen for thine

" inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos-

" session," Ps. ii. 8. Our Lord having redeemed mankind, and

thereby acquired a new and special claim to their homage and

service, entered, as it were, and took possession of his purchased

inheritance. The use he intended was, to bring all nations, now

made his own by right of redemption, to the knowledge and wor

ship of the true God. The honour of doing this was what no

prophet or ambassador, before him, was admitted to. It was

reserved to the fulness of time, for the more illustrious manifest

ation and more pompous reception of the Son of God. And

now, since Christ himself had undertaken to draw all men unto
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him, the first and principal thing which all the nations of the

world were to have notice of, was the obligation they lay under

to three Persons, of high charaoter and distinction, and related

to each other, called by the names of Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost. In this consisted the sum of Christianity : on this foun

dation were the Apostles to erect a Church all the world over.

Here, if any whore, a right understanding would be highly neces

sary ; nor could any one err more dangerously or fundamentally,

than in an article of so great importance. The text informs us

of the commission given to the Apostles ; and we need not doubt

but that it was every where faithfully and punctually executed,

both by them and their successors. We have sufficient proof

of the matter of fact from Church writers* all along, and as high

as Justin Martyr, who lived in or near the apostolic age, and

wrote within forty years of it. It was then the constant practice

of the Church to baptize in this form, pursuant to our Lord's

commission ; (a certain argument that this text of St. Matthew

appeared in the copies then in use, as it is also now found in all

the copies, and all the ancient versions ,-) and there is no just

reason to suspect, but that baptism had been constantly admi

nistered in that very form from, and in, the times of the

Apostles.

There is indeed some ground of scruple, (which the heretics'1

of former times laid hold on,) arising from the history of the

Acts, which no where tells us of the Apostles baptizing in the

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; but mentions only

a 'En ovouaros yap rov irarpbs rav

Skav ital Snrndrov Bcov, koi tov <ra>rrj-

pos rjfi&v hfami XpioTov, xai Hvevpa-

tos aytov, to tv ra vdan roTe \ovrpov

iroiovvrai. Just. Apol. i. cap. 79. p.

116. Ox. ed.

Pote8tatem Regenerationis in Deum

dans Discipnlis, dicebat eis : Euntes

docete omnes gentes, buptizantes eos in

nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus

Sancti. Iren. lib. Hi. cap. 17. p. 208.

Novissime mandans ut tinguerent

in Patrem, et Filium, et Spiritum

Sanctum, non in unum : nam nec

scmel, sed ter, ad (singula nomina, in

Personas singulas tinguimur. TertuU.

adv. Prax. cap. 26. Vid. etiam De

Baptism, cap. 13.

Dominus enim post resurrectionem

Discipulos suo8 mittens, quemadmo-

dum baptizare deberent, instituit et

docuit, dicen8; Data est mihi omnis

potestas in carlo et in terra : ite ergo,

et docete gentes omnes, baptizantes eos

in nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiritus

Sancti ; insinuat Tri nit at em , cujus sa-

cramento gentes baptizarentur. Cgpr.

Ep. lxxiii. p. 200. ed. Ox.

Quomodo ergo quidam dicunt foris

extra ecclesiam, imo contra ecclesiam,

modo in nomine J esu Cbristi, ubicun-

que et quomodocunque gentilem bap-

tizatum remissionem peccatorum con-

sequi posse ; quando ipse Christus

gentes baptizan jubeat in plena et

adunata 1 rinitate ? Cypr. Ep. lxxiii.

p. 206.
b Vid. Cyprian. Epist. ad Jubaian.

p. 205, 206. ad Pompei.
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their baptizing "in the name of Jesus Christ0," or " in the name

'* of the Lord Jesusd," or "in the name of the Lorde." St.

Cyprian, in answer to this difficulty, seems to admit the matter

of fact so far, that the Apostles did baptize some in the name of

Christ Jesus; but Jews only; not Gentiles, whom, he thinks, the

commission peculiarly respected, and whose circumstances were

something different from those of the Jews*. Nevertheless

it may be doubted, whether this was Cyprian's solution of the

difficulty, or no ; some passagess of the same epistle seeming to

carry a contrary sense : and considering how unanimous most,

if not all the other early writers'1 of the Church have been in

denying the fact, that ever the Apostles baptized in any different

form from what our Lord prescribed, one may incline to think

that Cyprian was of the same judgment. The most probable

and most generally received account of this matter is, that the

Apostles baptized all, both Jews and Gentiles, in the same form ;

" in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

" Ghost and that when they are said to have baptized in the

name of Christ Jesus, the meaning only is, that they baptized

into the faith and religion of Christ Jesus ; in that method, and

according to that form, which our Lord himself had prescribed1.

The Apostles administered Christ's, not John's baptism ; that

baptism which Christ had appointed ; St. Luke expresses it

briefly by baptizing " in the name of Christ not because it ran

in his name only, but because it was instituted by his authority.

Thus the practice of the Apostles is reconciled with the commis

sion given them. As to the practice of the Christian Church

after the Apostles, there can be no doubt of it, considering how

many and how early records we have of it. The main thing now

c Acts ii. 38. Comp. iii. 27. 3. p. 607. See also Mr. Bingham's

d Acts viii. 16. xix. 5. Comp. Rom. Antiquities of the Christian Church,

vi. 3. b. xi. cap. 3.

e ActS X. 48. XXU. l6. ' To fl€K (It XpUTT&V 'tytrovv flairri-

f Alia enim fuit Judaeorum sub o6r)vai, <n\\iaivai hv to koto ttjv tVi-oX^w

Apostolis ratio, alia est Gentilium tov Xp«oroO 'Iijo-oO pairrta6rji>af tout-

conditio. Cypr. ad Jub. Ep. lxxiii. tanv, tli Xlarepa Kai Yion xal aytoi/

p. 205. nvfvfia. Eulogius apud Phot. cod.

b Jesu Christi mentionem fecit cclxxx. p. 1608.

Petrus, (Act. ii. 38.) non quasi Pater In nomine Jesu Christi jussi sunt

omitteretur, sed ut Patri quoque Filius baptizari, (Act. ii. 38.) et tamen intel-

adiungeretur. Cyprian, ibid. p. 206. liguntur non baptizari nisi in nomine

■ Some doubt has been made of Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti.

St. Ambrose as to this particular; of August, contr. Maxim, lib. ii. cap. 17.

which see the notes to the Benedictine p. 715. See Bull, Op. Posth. p.

edition, Ambros. de Sp. S. lib. i. cap. 850, &c.
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to be inquired into is, the meaning, intent, or purport of that

solemn form, " in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and

" of the Holy Ghost." Baptism had been an ancient custom of

the Jews, long before our Saviour's appearance in the flesh k.

It was by baptism that they admitted proselytes into their reli

gion, entering them thereby into covenant with the true God,

in opposition to all the gods of the nations. This very practice

our blessed Lord took up, adapting it to the like purposes ; only

altering the form of it, now made to run in the name of the

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost1. Had it run in the name of Christ

only, one might have imagined that baptizing unto Christ had

been much of the same import with baptizing unto Moses ; Christ

being considered as the minister and publisher of the Christian

religion, in like manner as Moses was of the Mosaic institution.

But since the Father himself is one of the Persons specified, into

whom the nations were to be baptized, baptizing into must here

bear a much higher sense ; viz. entering into covenant with a

Person as God, professing faith in him as such, listing one's self

into his service, and vowing all obedience and submission to him.

This is the most natural and obvious import of this rite of initia

tion, this solemn form of baptizing " in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost :" i. e. into the faith,

service, and worship of the holy Trinity, the one true God. That

this is really the case I shall endeavour to shew further, both

from the reason and nature of the thing itself, and from the

testimonies of the ancients.

I. We may argue the point from the nature and reason of

the thing itself, which may suggest to us the following con

siderations :

i. That the nations were to be baptized in the name of three

Persons, in the same manner, and therefore very probably in the

same sense, as in the name of one. Whatever honour, reverence,

or regard is paid to the Father, in this solemn rite of initiation,

the same may reasonably be supposed to be paid to all three.

Is he recognised as the object of worship \ So are the other two

k See Mr. Wall's Introduction to in rAe name of the Father, and of the

his History of Infant Baptism. Son, and of the Holy Ghost, that they

1 The Jews baptized proselytes into might be hereby instructed in the doc-

the name of the Father: that is, into trine of the true God. Hear this, O

the profession of God, whom they Arian and Socinian. Lightfoot. Op.

called by the name of Father.—It was vol ii. p. 275.

proper among the Gentiles (to baptize)
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Persons likewise. Is he God and Lord over us? So are they.

Are we his subjects, servants, soldiers listed under him ? So are

we equally listed under all. Are we hereby regenerated and

made the temple of God the Father I So are we also regenerated

unto the other two Persons, and are likewise made the temple

of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. For what good reason can

be given why the same outward act, respecting all the three,

shall not carry with it the same import and significancy ? Or if

there be any doubt or question of what it signifies, how can we

better resolve it than from what is clear and plain, so far as

respects the Father; inferring it of the other two Persons from

analogy and parity of circumstances I

2. To confirm which we may consider, secondly, that in the

very names of Father and Son, a near relation, alliance, and

unity between two of the Persons mentioned is intimated ; and

parity of reason will infer the like for the third. It is not said,

in the name of God and his two faithful servants; nor, into God,

and Christ, and the Holy Ghost ; which might have suggested

a thought that one only of the three was God : but it is in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, (how equal and how fami

liar !) without any note of distinction more than that of a per

sonal relation, carrying with it the idea of sameness of nature ;

as every father and son, among men, are of the same human

nature with each other. It might therefore reasonably be pre

sumed, from the wording of the very form of baptism, that

the two first Persons named were equally divine: and the in

ference from thence would reach to the divinity of the third, to

make all suitable and consistent. Besides that the epithet of

Holy, and the name of Ghost, or Spirit, to which it is joined,

could not but favour and countenance such an apprehension

of him.

3. It may further be considered, that a new religion was to

be introduced and ushered in with this solemn form of words.

The Gentiles were to be taught to turn from their vanities to the

living God, to renounce their idols and false gods, and so to be

baptized " in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

" the Holy Ghost." What more natural or obvious thought

could occur to them on this occasion, than that, instead of all

their deities, whom they had before bowed down to, they were

now to serve, worship, and adore Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

the only true and living God ? What could they imagine from
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this pompous and solemn proclaiming of these three Persons,

in opposition to all other gods, but that these three had really

that divinity which was presumed only with respect to the gods

of the nations ; and had a natural right to all that homage and

service which men ought to pay to a divine Being ? I may add,

that the form running in the name, not names of those three,

might insinuate that the authority of all the three was the same,

their power equal, their Persons undivided, and their glory onem.

4. Give ine leave to observe further, that nothing can appear

more unreasonable or unnatural than to suppose that God and

two creatures are here joined together in this so solemn rite of

initiation into a new religion, into the service of the living God,

in opposition to all creature-worship. Acts xiv. 15. Bom. i. 25.

For, as no rational account can be given of the Son and Holy

Gh-ost's being so indifferently joined with the Father, in so public

an act, and of such high importance to the salvation of all men,

unless it be that all men are required to have faith in, and to

pay worship and service to them also, as well as to the Father :

so neither can it be reasonably imagined that they are recom

mended to us in any such capacity, as persons to be believed in,

served, and adored, if they be creatures only, or if they be any

thing else but the true and living God.

Thus far I have been arguing the point from the nature and

circumstances of the thing itself, without taking in what Scrip

ture has revealed of the nature, character, and offices of the three

Persons. That indeed would be the best comment upon the

form of baptism : but it must be waved here, my design being

to raise a distinct argument for the divinity of Christ from tho

form of baptism, considered by itself ; only taking in such con-

m Ubi ttnum women audis, unus est

Deus: sicutde semine Abrahae dictum

est, et exponit Paulus Apostolus : in

semine tuo benedicentur omnes gentes :

non dixit, in seminibus, tanquam in

multis, sed tanquam in uno, et semine

tuo, quod est Christus. Sicut ergo

quia ubi non dicit in seminibus, docere

te voluit Apostolus, quia unus est

Christus : sic et hie cum dictum est

in nomine, non in nominibus, quomodo

ibi in semine, non in seminibus, pro-

batur unus Deus Pater, et Filius, et

Spiritus Sanctus. August, in Johan.

tract. 6.

Vid. Petav. de Trin. lib. ii. cap. 12.

§. 8. cap. 14. §. 4, 5, 6.

Baptisma unum .- eodem enim modo,

et in Patrem, et in Filium, et in Spi-

ritum Sanctum baptizamur, et ter

mergimur, ut Trinitatis unum appa

rent sacramentum. Et non baptiza

mur in nominibus Patris, et Fuji, et

Spiritus Sancti, sed in uno nomine

quod intelligitur Deus. Et miror qua

consequentia in uno vocabulo, eodem

opere, et eodem Sacramento, nature

diversitatem, Arius, Macedonius, et

Eunomius Buspicentur. Hieronym.

Com. in Eph. cap. iv. p. 362. ed.

Bened.
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siderations as naturally arise from it, together with the sense of

antiquity upon it, which I come next to examine.

II. Whatever uncertainty there may be in our reasonings on

this head, (though the least that can in justice be said of them

is, that they are extremely probable,) if they appear to be coun

tenanced by the concurring sentiments of antiquity, they must

then be owned to be of much greater force, and will the more

readily be submitted to by all wise and considering men. The

author of " Scripture Doctrine"" is very right in referring us to

the sentiments of the primitive Church for the true meaning of

this text of St. Matthew, containing the form ofbaptism : though

he happens, as is usual with him, to give a very lame and crude

account of antiquity ; interpreting the form of baptism by the

Apostles' Creed, (as he pretends,) and the Creed itself as he

pleases. As to the Apostles' (that is, the Roman) Creed, and

whether it be a professed paraphrase upon the text of St. Mat

thew, I shall say more in the sequel : in the interim it will be

proper to inquire into the sentiments of the earliest writers, in

respect of the true and full import of the form of baptism.

Justin Martyr is the oldest writer we have, that mentions the

commission to baptize " in the name of the Father, and of the

" Son, and of the Holy Ghost." How he and the Christians of

his time understood it, may be easily gathered from his writings.

In his first Apolopy, he takes upon him to answer the charge of

atheism, brought against the Christians by their heathen perse

cutors ; and there he has these remarkable words : " We are

'■ called Atheists. And indeed we confess that in respect of

" such reputed gods, we are Atheists: but not in respect of the

" most true God, untainted with evil, the Father of righteous-

" ness, and soberness, and of other virtues. Him, and his Son

" that came from him, (and who taught us and the host of other

" angels that are pood, being his followers and likened to him,

these things0,) and the Prophetic Spirit, we worship and

" adore, honouring them in spirit (in reason) and in truth P."

n His words are: " How this text " of Faith, which all Christians were

" was universally understood in the " taught, on purpose that they might

" primitive Church cannot be doubted, "understand what it was they were
" there being still extant a professed *■ baptized into." Clarke's Reply,

" sties Creed; which, from the earliest 0 See this passage justified, Bull.

" times of Christianity, was, with little D. F. p. 70. Op. Posth. p. 962, 1037.

" variation, in the several churches, p '\Zv6cvU ko\ S6fot KfcX^iffla. koX

" the Baptismal Creed, or Profession 6fio\oyoifi(v twv toiovtihv vofu^ofityav
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Here it is observable that Justin, in answer to the charge of

atheism, shews both what and whom the Christians worshipped :

not God the Father only, but the Son also, and the Holy Ghost.

The worship of these three he opposes to the worship of the

reputed gods of the Gentiles : a plain sign of his understanding

baptism to be an entering into covenant with all the three ; and

engaging in the service, faith, and worship of them as divine:

yet not as three Gods, (for all antiquity declare against it;)

neither yet as one God and two creatures, (for that is contrary

to the supposition of their being divine, besides that all antiquity,

and Justin in particular, is against creature-worship^: but as

one God, the Father, with his Son and Holy Spirit. Justin does

again, in the same Apology', assert the worship of all the three

Persons ; mentioning a difference of order, not of nature, amongst

them. From the whole it appears that, in Justin's account,

the God of the Christians is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; the

same whereunto they are baptized.

Athenagoras, almost contemporary with Justin, is our next

author ; and he affords us still stronger and more express evi

dence of what I am contending for. In answer to the same

charge of atheism, he breaks forth into this expression : " Who

" would not be astonished to hear us called Atheists, who ac-

" knowledge the Father as God, and the Son God, and the Holy

" Ghost; asserting their union of power (or power of union) and

" distinction of order*.11 Here again we may observe, that

Father, Son. and Holy Ghost, are opposed to the heathen deities ;

and are also represented as distinct in respect of order, but in

another respect one ; and consequently not as three Gods, but as

the one God of the Christians, instead of the heathen multiplicity.

He makes the like answer elsewhere to the same charge of

Bfc»>p i10(oi fival, aXX' ofyl toG dXf/#«-

orarou, Kai Tfarpbs 8tKaiatavvns Kai cra-

<ppo(Tuvi]s, Kai Twtf nKXtav dpCTUV, CIV(-

TTip'iKTnv T( KaKias Qcov. nXX* tKfivov

re, tea) rnv Trap avrov viov tKOovra, (koi

&i&a$avTa rjpas TaCm, Kai tovtuiv aX-

Acov inoptvmv Kai i£opoiovp(vo3v dyaOwv

dyytXiov (rrparuv) nveiipd Tf to rrporprj-

tik)v rr ] \ * r,!, Kat TtpoCKWovpfv, Xaya>

(cut dXndcia Tipwvrei. Just. Apol. i.

cap. 6. p. ii, 12. Ox.

rl Tov Otov fidyov S(i npoaKWUv.

Just. Apol. i. cap. 21. ©fov ptv fu'ivov

irpoaKvvoip.ev. Ibid. cap. 23. Since

Justin declares so plainly for the tcor-

ship of God alone, in the very same

Apology where he declares likewise for

the worship of the three Persons, it is

manifest that he includes all the three

in the alone God.

' Justin. Apol. i. cap. xvi. p. 24.

* Tls ovv ovk Av dnopTjo-ai, Xryowat

Qfbv wartpa, Kai viov Qtov, Kai Trvevpa

ayiov, beiKvivras aiirwv Kai tt)v iv T77

ivwafi Svvafiiv, Kai rl)V iv rfj rd£(t dl-

aiptaiv, aKoiaas ddiovi KaXovptvovt.

Athenag. Legat. cap. x. p. 40. Ox.
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atheism, mentioning Father and Son as the God (not Gods)

which the Christians worshipped1. From hence then we may

very justly infer that the Christians, in his time, did not under

stand the words of theform of baptism, of God and two creatures ;

nor of one supreme God and two inferior Gods: but of three

divine Persons, and all but one God.

About the same time with Athenagoras lived the author of a

profane dialogue, ascribed to Lucian. Whatever doubt there

may be about the author, there is little or none about the time

he lived inu ; which was the second century, towards the middle

of it. Whoever he was, he appears to have been well acquainted

with the Christian tenets, though a professed Pagan. He intro

duces, in a jeering manner, a Christian catechising an heathen ;

and, among other things, instructing his catechumen in the

mystery of the Trinity. For to the question, Whom he should

swear by? he that personates the Christian returns this answer :

" By the God that reigns on high, the great, the immortal and

" heavenly, with the Son of the Father, and the Spirit proceed-

" ing from the Father ; one in three, and three in one : take

" these for your Jupiter, imagine this to be your God*.'1 Here

we see what kind of instructions used to be given to catechumens,

preparatory to baptism : for it is to those that this author, while

he ridicules them, plainly alludes. Here we may observe what

baptizing into the three Persons meant at that time. It was

receiving those three as divine, and as one supreme God. It is

not one supreme God, and two inferior Gods; but Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost are represented as being in the place of the one

supreme Jupiter, and being all together one God.

Pass we on, next, to other testimonies of the same thing, in

Christian writers of the same century. Irenseus is our next in

order, about the year 173. He no where gives us any professed

paraphrase upon the form of baptism: but from the creedsl which

he hath left us, with his interpretation of them ; and from what

he has occasionally said of the three Persons, it is very manifest

1 Ovk iapiv 5&(oi, 0t6v ayovrts tov tov, ovpavtava, viiv warp&i, wvtvfia i<

roarnjv rovSt tov iravrbs, Kai tov Trap' rrarpos tieiropcvopitvov, iv (K Tpiwv, rat

avrov \oyov. Athenag. cap.xxvi. p. 122. f'| ivos Tpia' ravra vouifc Zijva, tov if

Comp. cap. xi. p. 46. cap. xxii. r)yov Qtav. Lucian. Philopatr. p. 770.

p. 96. Compare p. 774.

" Vid. Bull. Def. F. Nic. p. 73. y Vid. Iren. lib. i. cap. 10. p. 48.

Judic. p. 32. Fabric. Biblioth. Grace, lib. i cap. 22. p. 98. lib. iii. cap. 3.

Hb. iv. cap. 16. p. 504. p. 176.

* 'X^ifubovra Qc6v, ptyav, apfipo-

N 2
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that he (with the Church in his time) believed the Son and Holy

Ghost to be inseparably united in the work of creation, and so

intimate with the Father as to make (in a manner) but one self

and one same with himz. Hence then it appears how he and the

Church in his time understood the form of baptism: not of one

(Sod and two creatures joined together; (for he makes Father

and Son one God, and expressly denies the Son to bo a creature",

implicitly denying it also of the Holy Ghost ;) but of three

divine Persons inseparable from each other, the one God of the

Christians.

Clemens of Alexandria, another excellent writer, contemporary

with Iremcus, is a further evidence of what we are pleading for.

He gives us a kind of short baptismal creed, as it seems, in

these words : " One Father of the whole universe, and one

" Word of the whole universe, and the Holy Ghost one,

" the same every where1'.'''' Clemens in this passage attributes

the same divine omnijyresence to every Person of the sacred

Trinity; which therefore he took to be really divine, and

not made up of God and creature. And to shew you further

that he looked upon all the three as one God, we may cite

another passage from him as follows : " Let us give thanks

" to the only Father and Son, Son and Father, to the Son our

" Teacher and Master, together with the Holy Ghost, one in all

" respects; in whom are all things—to whom be glory both

z Fecit ea per semetipsum ; hoc est,

per Verbum et per Sapientiam saam.

Iren. lib. ii. cap. 30. p. 163.

Fecit ea per semetipsum; hoc est,

per Verbum et Sapientiam suain. Ad-

evt enim ei semper Verbum et Sapi-

entia, Filiiis et Spiritus, per quos, et

in quibus, omnia libere et sponte fecit.

Iren. lib. iv. cap. 20. p. 253.

Qui igitur a l'rophetis adorabatur

Deus rivtts, hie est vivorum Deus, et

Verbum ejus, qui et loquutus est

Moyai, &c.—Ipse igitur Cliristus cum

Patre vivorum est Deus, qui loquutus

est Moysi, &c. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 5.

p. 232.
Cum sit unus et idem Deus Pater,

et Verbum ejus, semper adsistens hu-

mano genen, &c. Iren. lib. iv. cap. 28.

p. 266.

Is quidem, qui omnia fecerit, cum

Verbo suo juste dicatur Deus et Domi-

DUS solus. Iren. lib.iii. cap. 8. p. 183.

Unus Deus Pater ostenditur, qui

est super omnia, et per omnia, et in

omnibus. Super omnia quidem Pater

et ipse est caput Christi: per omnia

autem Verbum et ipse est caput Ec-

clesiae : in omnibus autem nobis Spi

ritus, &c. Iren. lib. v. cap. 18. p. 315.
fO yewnr&s Kat netihao'U.i'vos avOpa-

7TO! (car tiKova Kat opotaatv ayfwvrov

ytvtrat SfoO. tov utv narpos tvboKOvv-

TOS KOI KtXfVOVTOS, TOV &( VtOV VpOCO-OV-

Tor Kat Srjptovpyovvros, tov be irvcvpa-

tos TptKpovros Kat a&^ovros. Iren. lib.

iv. cap. 38. p. 285. See this last passage

explained in my Defence, &c. voL i.

P- 53°-
a Vid. Iren. p. 132, 153, 217. ed.

Bened. See Defence of some Queries,

vol. i.^.515, 529.

b Etc piv 6 t£)v oXcep irari\p' tis ti

Kai 6 twv 1 1 Ami' Xoyor' Kat to irvfCpa to

iiytov iv, Kat to ovt6 ■navra\ov. Clem.

Alex. p. 123.
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" now and for everc." When he says of the three Persons, that

they are in all respects (or entirely) one, he means that they are

one God; as is plain from another passage, where, speaking

of Father and Son as being one, he explains it by their being one

Goda. It is therefore exceeding clear that, according to this

writer, Christians were supposed to be baptized, not into God and

two creaturese, but into Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three

divine Persons, one God. Thus far for testimonies of the second

century, all within less than one hundred years of the last of the

Apostles.

I pass on to Tertullian, at the head of the third century.

There can be no question made of his sentiments in the present

case. He tells us plainly, that the Father is God, and the Son

God, and the Holy Ghost God, and every one singly God(, and all

together make one God*. He says further, that this doctrine is, in

a manner, the prime article in the Gospel, the very sum and stib-

stance of Christianity11. Undoubtedly he understood the solemn

form of baptism to contain that doctrine which he teaches ; and

that being baptized in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

was receiving those three as one God, vowing all obedience,

adoration, and homage to them as such. Indeed this writer,

speaking of the three Persom, and the nature of Christian

baptism, makes every Person equally the object of our

faith and hope, the witness of our belief, and surety for our

salvation'.

Another celebrated writer, contemporary with Tertullian, is

Hippolytus. He cites the very form of baptism, in his dispute

against Noe'tus, (as Tertullian also does against Praxeas,)

in proof of the distinct personality of Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost ; but expresses withal his sentiments of the divinity

c JivxapuTTeiv ra p6va irarpi mi f Pater Deus, et Filius Deus, et

v'up, vim Kai irarpi, 7rai5ayary(5 Kai Bi&a- SpiritUS Sanctus Deus, et Deus unus-

aK(iXu> vim, rrvv xal aytto irvtip-arf quisque. Tert. contr. Prax. cap. 13.

navra ra ivi e'v a ra ■navra.—w rj 8d£a K Pater et Filius et Spiritus, tres

rat vvv, xal els tovs aiavas. Clem, crediti unum Deum sistunt. Ibid.

Pad. lib. iii. p. 31 1 . cap. 31.

d *Ei» yap &n<ba, 6 Oeos. Clem. ° Ibid. cap. 31.

Pad. lib. i. cap. 8. p. 135. 1 Fides—obsignata in Patre, Filio,

e This is further manifest from et Spiritu Sancto—haberaus perbene-

Clemens's declaring for the worship of dictionem eosdem arbitros fidei, quos

God only, protesting against all et sponsores salutis—sub tribus et tes-

creature-worship ; (see p. 55, 59. 809, tatio fidei, et sponsio salutis pigno-

825.) and yet admitting the worship of rentur, &c. Tertull. de Baptism.

all the three Persons, p. 84, 31 1, 851 . cap. 6.



182 SEEM. VIII.Christ's Divinity

of each Person. The greatest part of the paragraph relating to

this head will be worth reciting. " If the Word was with

" God, and himself was God, some perhaps may object, What,

" does the Apostle then make two Gods f No ; I will not say

" two Gods, but one ; yet two Persons.—The Father one, but the

" Persons two, because of the Son ; and the third is the Holy

" Ghost.—Their harmony in operation (or administration) brings

" all up to one God, for God is one.—The Father above all, the

" Son through all, the Holy Ghost in all. We can no otherwise

" think of God as one, but as believing really in the Father, and

" the Son, and the Holy Ghost.—The Word of the Father, con-

" scious of the economy (of the three Persons), and that it was

" the will of the Father to be thus (or under this conception)

" honoured, and not otherwise, gave his disciples orders, after

" his resurrection, to this purpose : ' Go teach all nations,

" baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy

" Ghost : ' signifying, that whosoever should leave out any one of

" the three, should come so far short of honouring God per-

" fectly ; for by this Trinity the Father is honoured. The

" Father gave orders (for the creation), the Son wrought (in it),

" and the Holy Ghost manifested k." From this passage of

Hippolytus we learn these things : that Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost are thi-ee real Persons ; that they are also divine Per

sons: and that they are not three Gods, but one God, by

an ineffable union of power, presence, and operation. We learn

also that this very doctrine, of such a Trinity in Unity, was

intended by our Saviour in the form of baptism, and given

in commission to his disciples, to be by them taught and

inculcated as a matter of the utmost importance.

Our next author is Origen, who, speaking of baptism, says,

" that it is, by virtue of the invocations there made, the spring

k El 6i ovv 6 \6yos wpos tov Qtbv, \6yoc tt/v oixovoplav Kai ro dtXrjpa tov

S(os t>v, ti oiv <j>r)0-ftfv av tis bio narpbs, on oik aXXwc fioiXtrai Sofri-

Xiytiv 0fois ; 8uo piv ovk ipw Qeovs (ttrBai 6 itaTTjp tj ovras, avaaras rrapt-

aXX* rf tva, Trpdo'ama hi dio—naTrjp oaKtv toIs pa$rjTais Xiyatv' yroptvOivrts

fitv yap tis, itp6o~<vna hi bio, on Kai 6 paOrjTtvo-aTf ■nana to, tdvr\, $amri%ovTts

vlos, to hi Tpirov t6 ayiov irvtvpa.— airrovc tis t6 ovopa tov iraTpos, Kai tov

Olmvopla o-vp<ptovlas ovvdytTai tis iva vlov, Kai tov ayiov mtvparos, htuaiiav

Ot6v. tis yap t'oTtv 6 Qt6s.—& &>v itaTt)p Srtiraf osaviv ri roirtov tKXltnj, rtXtius

ori navrav, o hi vlos hta ndvrtav, to hi Btov ovk ib6£ao~tv. bia yap TpidSos

ayiov irvtvpa t'v naatv. SXXas Tt iva Tavrrfs norr/p oo£d(enu. irarrjp yap

©*ok voplaai pij hvvaptda, tav pfj Svrws rfltki)o~tv, vlos aroirjo'tv, irvtvpa itftavt-

warpi Kai vlip koi ayltf mtipari jn- paaev. Hinpolyt. contr. Noet. cap.

trrtiaaptv—yivao-Kav ovv 6 rrarpmot xiv. p. 1 6. Fabric.
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" and fountain of spiritual graces, to every one that dedicates

" himself to the divinity (or Godhead) of the adorable Trinity1."

All I have to observe upon this passage of Origen is, ist, That

he supposes baptism to be a dedicating ourselves to the service

and worship of the whole Trinity, 9t6njn, or, as it is otherwise

read, 0tloVtjrt, to the Godhead, strictly ; or, at least, to the

divine majesty, of the adorable Trinity. 2iidly, That he supposes

the spiritual graces or influences to descend from all the three

Persons, by virtue of our invocation of them ; which perhaps may

mean only by virtue of their being solemnly named; or if

it means more, our argument is so much the stronger. The sum

is, that in baptism we recognise the divinity of every Person

mentioned, and acknowledge our obligations of duty, and thank

fulness, and adoration towards all : which cannot be made sense

of, if one only of the three be supposed to be God, and the

other two creatures.

I shall subjoin to these testimonies from the Ante-Nicene

Fathers, a remarkable passage of St. Cyprian, of the third

century. Arguing for the invalidity of heretical baptisms, he

asks, How any person, so baptized, can be supposed to obtain

remission of sins, and become the temple of God ? For, says he,

" of what God {of which of the divine Persons) is he made

"the temple? Is it of (God) the Creator? He cannot be

" so without believing in him. Is it of Christ ? Impossible that

" any one should be his temple that denies Christ to be God. Is

" it then of the Holy Ghost ? But since those three are one, how

" is it possible he should be at peace with the Holy Ghost,

" while he is at enmity either with the Father or the Sonm?"

' Tm tfimptxom imro» rjj 6(injn

rijt irpo<TKvyrp~T}s Tpiados 8ia ttjs Svva-

fitvs toiv (iHK\rifT*ti>v, xapitrpaTav dp-

irai mryrjv. Origen. cit. apud

Basil, de Spir. Sanct. cap. 29.

This passage is something differently

read in our present copies of Origen,

though the sense is much the same.

ffiitfpi'xovTiiavTov rjj #fiotijti Tijt

bwafitws t£>v rijr irpoaKvvrjTris TpidSot

nrurXij<r««r »'<rr«v tj xapurpanov dtiwv

dpX'l Kal nTIYH- Orig. Comm. in Joh.

p. 124. ed. Huet.

Compare the following citations

from Pampbilus's Apology :

Kx quibns omnibus discitnus tanta?

et auctoritatis et dignitatissubstantiam

Spiritus Sanct i, ut salutare baptismum

non aliter nisiexcellentissimac omnium

Trinitatis auctoritate, id est, Patris et

Filii et Spiritus Sancti cognominatione

compleatur.—Nunquamutique in uni-

tate Trinitatis, id est, Dei Patris incon-

vertibilis, et Filii ejus, etiam ipse Spi

ritus Sanctus haberetur ; nisi quia et

ipse semper erat Spiritus Sanctus.

Pamph. Apolog. p. 232. ed. Bened.

m Si baptizari quis apud haereticos

potuit; utique et remissam pecca-

torum consequi potuit. Si pecca-

torum remissam consecutus est, et

sanctificatus est,et templum Dei factus

est ; qua?ro cnjus Dei ? Si Creatoris.

non potuit qui in eura non credidit :



184 serm. vin.Christ's Divinity

From this passage of Cyprian we may remark the following

particulars :

1 . That being baptized into Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, was

being baptized into three divine Persons, or three Persons each

of which is God.

2. That whoever is validly and savingly baptized does thereby

become the temple of each divine Person, and of consequence

the temple of God.

3. The reason why such person is not said to become the

temple of Gods, in the plural, but of God, in the singular, is

because the three are one, or one God; as Cyprian clearly

enough intimates, and his master Tertullian expressly asserts,

as before shewn.

4. That the denying Christ (and for the same reason any

other of the Persons) to be God, is, in Cyprian's account, making

the baptism of no effect : so nearly is the sacrament itself, and

the salvation of the recipient concerned in the faith of the

divine and adorable Trinity. Upon the whole it is manifest, that

St. Cyprian understood the form of baptism, of three divine Per

sons, all one God : which is utterly repugnant to the faith of such

as understand it of God and two creatures. To Cyprian's, I shall

add the testimonies of two celebrated bishops of the same age,

about the year 259 ; one of Rome, and the other of Alexandria.

Dionysius, Bishop of Rome, in a letter, (wrote, very probably,

with the advice and consent of his clergy synodically convened,)

very particularly explains the doctrine of the Trinity, as pro

fessed at that time. He calls it the most august and venerable

doetrine of the Church ; and the Trinity of Persons, the divine

Trinity. He blames those who divide the sacred Unity into

three separate hypostases, thereby making, in a manner, three

Gods; being the opposite extreme to Sabellius, who made but

one Person. At the same time he blames those as much, that

presumed to make a creature of God the Son, and censures it

as blasphemy in a very high degree ; understanding the word

creature according to the common acceptation, and as all men of

plain good sense have ever understood it. The sum of his

doctrine he gives us in these words : " The divine Logos must

si Christi, nec hujus fieri potest tem- esse ei potest, qui aut Patris, aut Filii

plum, qui negat Deum Christum : si inimicus est ? Cypr. ad Jubai. Ep.

Spiritas Sancti, cum tres unum sint, lxxiii. p. 203. Comp. Concil. Carth.

quomodo Spiritus Sanctus placatus n. xxxix. p. 235.
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" of necessity be united to the God of the universe ; and the

" Holy Ghost must abide and dwell in God ; and the divine

" Trinity must of necessity be conceived to be gathered

" together, and collected, as it were, into one head, namely, into

" the God of the universe, the Almighty0." From hence it is

clear, that the Catholics of that time apprehended that they

were baptized into the faith of three divine Persons, not of God

and two creatures ; and yet that those three were not three Gods,

but by reason of their most intimate and ineffable relation

to each other, and their union in one head, were one God. The

other Dionysius briefly expresses the same thing thus : " We

"extend the Unity, without dividing it, into a Trinity; and

" again, we contract the Trinity, without taking from it,

" into UnityP." It may be rendered more briefly thus : " The

"undivided Monad we extend to a Triad; and again, the

" undiminished Triad we collect into a Monad." It is very

plain that those primitive Fathers did not answer the question,

how God is one, as some moderns do, by leaving out the Son and

the Holy Ghost, and placing the Unity in the Father only : but

their way was to take in all the three Persons, and so to make

up the Monad of the undivided Triad.

Having traced the sentiments of the earliest writers upon this

head, I may now venture to say, with somewhat better reason

than the author of" Scripture Doctrine,'1 that, " How this text (of

" St. Matthew) was universally understood in the primitive

" Church cannot be doubted there being still extant so many

writings of the ancients discovering their sentiments of it : which

therefore may serve as the best comment, or paraphrase, not only

upon that text, but upon the Greeds too, which ought to be in

terpreted by the same rule, as I shall shew presently. I shall

not add any testimonies of Post- Nicene Fathers, however many

and weighty, because their sentiments are well known, and our

adversaries will readily give them up to us in the present

question q. I shall only observe, that the sense which I have

0 'Hvaxrdai yap avayier) ™ Seiji to>v V 'H/iflr t's rt njyrpidSa tt)v uovaSa

oXaw rov 6tior \6yov. 'E/iqjiKo^apfiu n\arvuoptv dSiatptrov, Kai T^v rpidSa

if r*» 0«_> nil (vSiaiTa<r6ai Oft to 3ywv irakiv ajit'uorov tit rrjv fiova&a ovyKt-

xvfvun' rj&r) ko\ Trjv 6('ua> rplaha «ir iva, <pa\atovp.t6a. Dionys. Alex, apud

axmtp tit Koptxpfjv Tiva, too 0fo» ri>v Athanas. vol. i. p. 255.

okmr rw nayroKparopa \ty<o, irvyKetpa- 1 The Council of Constantinople,

Xatovo-6al re <at ovvayftrBai nacra in the year 382, in their Synodical

avdytT]. Dionys. Rom. apud Athanas. Epistle, speaking of the Nicene faith,

vol. i. p. 231. do#in the main express the sense of
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given of the form of baptism was, in the fourth century, so well

known and undisputed, that the Emperor Julian (called the

Apostate) made it an argument against Christ and his religion1",

that whereas Moses and the Prophets had said, " Thou ehalt

" fear the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve ;" Christ

in contradiction thereto (for so the Apostate pretended) had

ordered his disciples to baptize " in the name of the Father, and

" of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Though from what hath

been said I take the point I intended to have been sufficiently

proved, yet it may not be improper to throw in two or three

general remarks to confirm it still further.

i. The first may be taken from the known custom of the

primitive Church, in requiring the competentes, or candidates for

baptism, first to make a solemn renunciation of idolatry and /also

worship*, under the general title of the Devil and all his pomps,

&c, and then immediately * after to profess their faith in,

and adherence to, God the Fatlier, Son, and Holy Ghost. A pro

fession of faith was, from the beginning, always required of

persons before baptism : we have plain examples of, and allu

sions to, something of that kind, even in Scripture itself".

Upon these instances the Christian Church proceeded. At first,

very probably, the profession of faith went no further than the

minutes given in the form of baptism : but in a little time

it came to be enlarged, as heresies or other incidents gave

occasion. Tertullian derives it from immemorial custom, that

the answers in baptism were somewhat enlarged beyond what

Christ himself had expressly determined x. It is not improbable

that he intended this of the enlarging of the baptismal profession,

all the Post-Nicene Catholics as fol

lows :

Tavrrjv yap Kal vjuv Kal fjulv Kal

naci tois urj &ia<rrp€<pov<ri tov Xoyov

tt)s akqBovs irtoTfois, avvapto-Kftv Btt.

tfv p.6\is wore irpfo-f3vraTT)v T( ovo-av,

Kal ok6\ov6ov to fiairria-paTi, Kal SiSd-

fftcovtrav rjpas irtorcveiv els to ovopa tov

irorpbs Kal tov vioii, Kal tov ayiov irvtv-

paTos. 8rp\a8fj OfonjTOS Tf Kal Svittyiecuf

Kal Olivias puis tov Trarpbt, Kal rov vtoC,

Kal tov ayiov irvtvpaTos moTfvopfVtjs,

Sec. Theod. E. H. lib. v. cap. 9. p.

310.

Particular testimonies of Post-Ni-

cene Fathers may be seen collected in

Petavius de Trin.

r Vid. Cyril, contr. Julian, lib.

ix. p. 391, 294.

• Quid erit summum atque prae-

cipuum, in quo Diabolus et pompae et

angeli ejus cengeantur, quam idolola-

tria ? Tertull. de Sped. cap. iv. p. 74.

See Bingham, Christian Antiquities,

book xi. ch. 7.

t Vid. Cyril. Hieros Catech. Mys-

tag. i. p. 283. Apostol. Const, lib. vii.

cap. 41.

u Acts viii. 12,37. 1 Pet- '''-31.

x Amplius illiquid respondentes

quam Dominus in Evangelio determi-

navit. Tertull. de Coron. cap. ui. p. 103.

See Wall's Hist, of Infant Baptism,

part ii. c. 9. p. 495.
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or creed, beyond that form of baptism which our Lord himself

had prescribed ; and which probably was, at first, the occasion

and the subject-matter of the baptismal creed, as well as the rule

and measure of it. This I offer only as conjecture. Certain

however it is, that a profession of faith in, and adherence to,

God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, immediately followed upon

the abrenunciation of the Devil, &c. which is a confirmation to

us, that as, on one hand, they renounced all idolatry and false

gods ; so their aggregation, (if I may so call it,) or joining

of themselves to these three Persons, was intentionally receiving

them as the true and only God.

2. I shall subjoin a second consideration, drawn from the

principles and practices of the ancient heretics. No sooner did

they alter (many of them) or corrupt the true faith in the

blessed Trinity, but they thought of altering the form of baptism

likewise ; lest it should appear inconsistent with their novel and

pernicious tenets. This was remarkably seen in the Tritheistsy,

and Praxeans2, and Valentinians3, who had all corrupted the

true original faith in the Trinity. To conceal their shame and

self-condemnation, and to propagate their erroneous principles,

they innovated in the form of baptism ; which was one of the

best fences to the true faith, and a standing bar to most heresies.

The like was afterwards practised by Eunomius, who was a

thoroughpaced Arian, but a man of shrewd parts, and who

readily perceived that it might be an easier matter to bring the

very form of baptism into disuse, (though that was very shocking

too,) than to root out of men's minds the Catholic and only true

sense of it. That form was as great an eyesore to him and his

followers, as a Nicene or an Athanasian Creed, or as Doxo-

logies and Liturgies, expressing the Catholic doctrine, are to

some now. They were forced at length to alter the instituted

and only regular form of baptism for others of their own

devising : which might be more consistent with, or favourable

to, their novel opinions. Sometimes they chose to baptize in tlte

name of the Father uncreate, the Son created by the Father, and

the Holy Ghost created by the Son b. At other times they were

content, more briefly and with less offence, to baptize into the

> ApostoL Can. 39. Bevereg.

* Vid. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 26. a Vid. Iren. lib. i. cap. a. p. 94.

Pseudo-Ignat. Hp. and Philip, cap. 1. b Vid. Epiphan. Hares. 76.

Apost. Can. 50. cum Not. Cotel. et
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death of Christ c ; or in the name of the Father, by the Son, in

the Holy Ghost. All the while, it is observable that the Catholics

never varied the form ; nor so much as inserted or added any

thing by way of explication, or in favour of their principles.

Either it must be said that they had no need to do it, the form

itself being so plainly and clearly on their side ; or else that

they were the more pious and modest men, and durst not attempt

any the least innovation in a sacred law and institution of Christ.

Our modern Ariansd have not yet attempted, that I know of, to

alter the form of baptism : but they hope to be able to disguise

or elude the ancient Catholic sense of it. I know not whether

it might provoke our pity or our indignation most, to find some

endeavouring to run down the truly primitive interpretation of

it, under the notion of new scholastic hypotheses e ; and, at the

same time, vending their own novelties and heterodoxies under the

venerable name of antiquity. The pretence is, that the Apostles'

Creed (as commonly called) is a professed paraphrase upon the

form of baptism. And what if it were, would it do those gentle

men any service ? Or is the faith therein contained any thing

akin to theirs, or so much as consistent with it I But I shall beg

leave to examine this pretence largely and distinctly once for all,

and then conclude. It will be necessary to premise some things,

first, of Creeds in general, and, secondly, of that Creed called the

Apostles'1 in particular.

i. Of Creeds in general. It is a mistake to imagine that

Creeds were, at first, intended to teach, in full and explicit terms,

all that should be necessary to be believed by Christians. They

were designed rather for hints and minutes of the main credenda,

to be recited by catechumens before baptism : and they were

purposely contrived short, that they might be the more easily

retained in memory, and take up the less time in reciting.

Creeds, very probably, at first, were so far from being para

phrases or explications of the form of baptism, (or of Scripture

texts,) that they went no further, or very little further, than the

form itself, and wanted as much explaining and paraphrasing,

in order to be rightly and distinctly understood, as any other

c Socrat. E. H. lib. v. cap. 24. doing the business at once. (See his

Theod. Haer. Fab. lib. iv. cap. 3. Tracts, p. 429, &c.) But I know not

a Mr. Emlyn, indeed, is for laying whether I am to reckon him in the

baptism itself aside, among the paste- number of the Arians.

rity of baptized Christians; which is e See Dr. Clarke's Reply, p. 205.



SERM. VIII. 189provedfrom the Form of Baptism.

words or forms could do. Hence it was that the catechumens

were to be instructed in the Creed, previously to baptism, for

many days together. Jerome says, for forty daysf ; and parti

cularly mentions the doctrine of the Trinity as the subject-

matter of instruction for all that time. sThe author of the

Apostolical Constitutions gives us a summary of what the cate

chumens were generally taught, previously to baptism : and

among the heads of instruction there intimated, the .first and

principal relates to the doctrine of the Trinity. Cyril of Jeru

salem has left us a whole course of Catechetical Lectures, which

he drew up for the use of those that stood candidates for

baptism : and there we find that he is very large and particular

in explaining those parts of the Creed, which concern the nature,

character, and offices of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Creeds

would have been of small use to catechumens, without this method

ofpreparatory instructions : and yet it seems to have been solely

for the use of such that Creeds were originally intended ; being

first used only in the office of baptism, and but by degrees taken

in to make a part of the common and daily Liturgies of the

Church h. From hence we see the reason why Creeds were no

larger, nor more explicit ; being but a kind of recapitulation of

what the catechumens had been taught more at large, the main

heads whereof were committed to memory, and publicly recited,

and so became a Creed. A short summary of credenda might

then be sufficient, after the catechumens had been fully and

particularly instructed in the sense of every article. 1 shall

observe further, that as Creeds became gradually enlarged, it

was rather by the addition of new articles, {new I mean with

respect to the Creeds, and their insertion into them, though

believed by the faithful from the beginning,) than by a more

explicit opening of the older, except in some particular cases.

The reason of which seems to be, that explications of former

articles might ordinarily be left to the catechists to supply by

way of catechetical instruction. It was sufficient for Creeds to

have hinted what was most material, and to abound in matter,

rather than in words, to answer the use intended. As heresies

' Consuetudo autem apud nos xxxviii. p. 314.

i*tiusmodi est, ut his qui baptizandi 8 Apost. Const, lib. vii. cap. 39.

sunt, per quadraginta dies, publice p. 378. Cot.

tradamus sanctam et adorandam Tri- h See Mr. Bingham's Christian

nitatem. Hieron. ad Pammnck. Epist. Antiquities, book x. ch.4. p. 117.
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gave occasion, new articles were inserted in, or added to, the

Creeds : not that they were originally of greater importance

than any other articles omitted, but the opposition made to

some doctrines rendered it the more necessary to insist upon an

explicit belief and profession of them. To instance in the Jeru

salem Creed, the oldest, it may be, of any that is extant'. The

article of the Trinity was undoubtedly in it from the beginning,

and perhaps none other ; and that expressed thus briefly, " I

" believe in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost."

Baptism of repentance, remission of sins, Catholic Church, resur

rection of the flesh, life everlasting, are so many new articles,

probably, added afterwards, as there was occasion. The rest

are insertions and explications, giving a more particular descrip

tion of the nature, character, and offices of the three Persons of

the ever blessed Trinity : and probably these additions and

illustrations came in gradually, one after another, as occasion

served, in opposition to the attempts of those that endeavoured

to alter, mutilate, corrupt, or misrepresent the Catholic faith.

Other particulars there omitted may be as necessary points of

faith, as some there mentioned : but those were more particu

larly necessary to be insisted on, at that time and in those cir

cumstances. Which I the rather hint, that Creeds may not bo

taken for complete catalogues of fundamentals, which they are

not : (for indeed we shall hardly find two that have exactly the

same articles, neither more nor less :) but for such short

summaries of the Christian faith, as were most proper to be

inculcated before baptism, as an introduction to the right under

standing and professing the whole of the Christian religion. I

have not room to explain myself so largely upon this head as

the thing deserves ; but I shall give one example to illustrate

the truth of the observation. The article of life everlasting was,

very probably, wanting for some centuries in the Creeds of Rome

and Aquileiak. Yet who can pretend to say, that that was not

as necessary and fundamental an article of faith, as any is or can

be? But its being so easy, and obvious to every Christian, and

hardly at all disputed, might be the reason why, however neces

sary it was to believe it, it was not thought necessary to make

any explicit mention of it in those Creeds. Having premised

1 See Bull. Judic. p. 48, 56, &c.

k Vid. Voss. de Trib. Symb. Dissert. 1. Thes. xliii. p. 29. Fell. Not. in

Epist. Cyprian, lxx. p. 190.
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those few things of Creeds in general, I proceed next to the

Apostles' Creed in particular.

3. It is well known to learned men, that the Creed, called

the Apostles', is no other than the Roman Creed. " It has ob-

" tained the name of the Apostolic Creed," as a learned and ac

curate author observes1, " for no greater or other reason than

" this : It was a custom to call those churches in which any

"Apostle had personally taught, especially if he had resided

" there any long time, or had died there, Apostolic Churches.

" Of these there were a great many in the eastern parts; Jeru-

" salem, Corinth, Ephesus, Antioch, &c. but in the western

" parts, none but Rome.—So that any one that in the western

" parts of the world spoke of the Apostolic Church, was supposed

" to mean Rome—and so their Bishop came to be called the

" Apostolic Bishop ; their see the Apostolic see, their faith the

" Apostolic faith, and, among the rest, the Creed that they

" used the Apostolic Creed, now called the Apostles'!" The

Creed then of the Apostles (as it is particularly called, though

other Creeds might as justly have, and really have had the name

of the Apostles' Creed) is certainly no other than the Creed of

one particular Church, the Church of Rome ; and is neither so

old, (taken altogether,) nor of so great authority as the Nicene

Creed itself : it is but imposing on the unlearned reader to re

commend it as a professed paraphrase, and the most early of

any, upon the text of St. Matthew, when indeed it is no pro

fessed paraphrase at all ; or if it be, there is still no reason to

prefer it to other, as valuable and as ancient, Creeds, which

have the articles of the divinity of the Son and Holy Spirit

more full and express ; or to the continued testimonies of

Church writers, which, after all, make a better and a juster

paraphrase upon the text of St. Matthew, than either the

Roman, or any other Creed, or than all the Creeds put together.

For, indeed, the early Creeds being designedly brief and concise,

full of matter, contrived rather to take in many particulars, than

to dwell much upon any one, it is not to be wondered at, if they

be not so explicit in this or that article ; especially considering

that some Churches, particularly the Roman, were less infested

with heresies than others, and therefore needed not so long a

Creed ; and considering further, that whatever mistakes might

1 Mr. Wall's Hist, of Infant Baptism, part ii. ch. g. p. 507.
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otherwise have happened to arise, through the brevity and con

ciseness of the Creeds themselves, they were effectually prevented

by previous catechetical instructions, explaining more distinctly

and fully what was but briefly hinted in the Creeds. To con

clude this head : as to the Roman Creed, there is no reason to

lay any more stress upon it than upon the Creeds of Irenaeus,

Tertullian, or Origen ; or the Creed of Jerusalem, &c. all of

them, probably, as old or older than the Roman : nor is it to

be expected that every Creed, or any Creed designed only for

the office of baptism, should teach, in explicit terms, all that is

necessary to be believed by Christians. Yet, after all, even the

Roman (called the Apostles') Creed, short as it is, when rightly

understood, is diametrically opposite to the Arian principles;

and, if it must be called a paraphrase, is such a paraphrase on

the text of St. Matthew as sufficiently confirms the sense which

I have given of it. Our Saviour Christ is, in the Roman Creed,

characterised under the title of ixovoye vr)i, or only-begotten of the

Father. The meaning of that title or character was well known

to the compilers of that Creed, and to the primitive catechists of

the Church, who would not fail to acquaint the catechumens with

it. The ancients are unanimous in understanding Christ's son-

ship of his divine nature. To call him the only-begotten, or the

Son, of God the Father, was, in their account, declaring him to

be of the same nature with God the Father ; as truly God, as

the Son of man is truly manm. Hence therefore it is manifest

that the Roman Creed, though briefly, yet fully sets forth the

divinity of Christ, as has been shewn more at large by Bishop

Bull". And the learned Stillingfleet, who well understood this

matter, had good reason to say, " That although the Apostlei

" Creed does not in express words declare the divinity of the

" three Persons in the unity of the divine essence ; yet taking

m Unigenitus ut solus ex Deo tV tg> Step. Clem. Atex. p. 86.

itus proprie de vulva cordis ipsius. Tlparov ytwr)p.a ftvm r<p narpX, ovx

full, contr. Prax. cap. 7- £>s ytvoptvov ivbs Svtoc tov itarpos

Hunc ex Deo prolatum didicimus, kqi tov vlov. Athenag. p. 38.

et prolatione generatum, et idcirco Fi- 6*or ovv £>v 6 \6yos xai « 6»oC ir«-

lium Dei et Deum dictum, ex unitate cpvicuis, Sec. Theoph. Antinch. p. 130.

substantia. Tertull. Apol. cap. 2 1. Ut enim praescripsit ipsa nature

TIpaTOTOKos &>v tov 0foC <cm 0for hominem credendum esse qui ex ho-

lirdpxei. Jnst. Mart. Apol. i. p. 123. mine sit: ita eadem natura praescribit

Comp. Dial. p. 183, 184, 364, 371. et Deum credendum esse qui ex Deo

'O 6(ios Xoyor 6 (pavipararot oircor sit. Novat. cap. II.

6»t»r, 6 rcji Atarnorji tuiv oKuv «f«<ro»- n Bull. Judic. Eccles. p. 36, Sec.

6(\s, on rjv viAr airov, xai 6 Xoyor rjv
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" the tense of those articles as the Christian Church understood

" them from the Apostles' times, then we have as full and clear

" evidence of this doctrine, as we have that we received the Scrip-

" tures from them0." If then we are to learn from the Apostles'

Creed how the words of the form of baptism were universally

understood in the primitive Church, we must understand the

words of that form in the same sense as those articles of the

Creed were universally understood in the primitive Church. For

to pretend that the form of baptism is to be interpreted from

the Creed, as understood by the primitive Church ; and at the

same time to put a novel construction upon the Creed itself, is

such an affront to common sense, and such an abuse of the

readers, as one shall seldom meet with among men of letters.

Upon the whole, these things are evident ; i . That the sense of

the primitive Church, in the articles concerning Father, Son, and

Holy Ghost, may be certainly known otherwise than from

the Creeds, z. That the Creeds themselves ought to be inter

preted according to that sense so known, having been so under

stood from the beginning, or from the time of their compiling''.

3. That by laying of ancient testimonies together, and comparing

of evidences, we have full and clear proof that the primitive

Church never imagined baptism to run in the name of the Father

only as God, and of the two other Persons as creatures; but in

the name of three Persons, every one God, and all together the

one God of Christians.

And now, my Christian brethren, what remains but to exhort

and warn you, as you tender your everlasting salvation, to abide

evermore in that faith whereunto you have been baptized,

and which alone can give you any reasonable confidence, or

hope of assurance towards God. Remember those who have

gone before you, the Apostles and primitive martyrs and con

fessors, " whose faith follow, considering the end of their conver-

0 StiUingfleet on the Trinity, ch. ix.

p N. B. A late writer (Modest Plea,

&c. continued, p. 54.) says, that Dr.

W. (speaking 01 the Creeds) is forced

to add, " as interpreted by those that

" recite them ;" and the reason of it,

he say, is, " because the oldest Creeds

" mention nothing of those matters,"

i. e. the eternity and consubstantiality

of God the Son. To which I answer,

1. That I had good reason to refer to

WATERLAXn, VOL. II.

the primitive writings for the inter

pretation of Creeds j especially at this

distance, when unlearned readers may

the more easily be imposed upon by

a novel sense put upon them. 2. That

this writer betrays his ignorance of the

oldest Creeds ; which, if they do not

explicitly declare those articles, yet

all, or most of them, do it implicitly:

Irens?us's, Tertullian's, Origen's, Je

rusalem Creed, Apostles', &c.

o
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" sation. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and

" for ever. Be not carried about with divers and strange

" doctrines, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,

" whereby they lie in wait to deceive.'1 What have they

done, by reviving antiquated heresies, but disturbed the minds of

the simple, raised confusion and distraction amongst many, and

given a handle to Libertines, Deists, and Atheists, to insult and

to blaspheme? What is there in Arianism, either of truth,

or even of probability, to make us amends for these things?

I mention not the daily inroads made upon Christian simplicity

and godly sincerity; the wiles and artifices, dissimulation and

disguises, by which it was at first promoted and propagated, and

without which it cannot any where subsist. To this very day

the patrons of it have no other way left, but to conceal and

cover its deformity as much as possible ; stifling of evidences

that make against it, misrepresenting the truth of history,

taking advantage of ambiguous terms, keeping off in generals, not

daring so much as to own the certain and inevitable consequences

of their principles, hardly the principles themselves ; not trusting

either to a fair, open, and regular examination, but shrinking

always from the very point in question; opposing, objecting,

cavilling perpetually against the orthodox scheme, but taking

little or no care, either to answer, or so much as to mention, the

main difficulties and inconsistencies visible in their own. For

the truth of this I appeal to all who have been any thing curious

observers of the rise, and progress, and present state of this

heresy amongst us. They must not blame us for calling their

doctrine heresy, which it really is, when they have the face so

often to call ours new scholastic hypotheses, which it really is not.

Names of reproach might have been spared on both sides,

had not they began, and set us an example. Had they been

contented modestly to propose their doubts, with their reasons

for them ; had they fairly and ingenuously set forth the argu

ments on our side of the question in their full strength, and then

brought their own to set against them, and balance them ; had

they been willing to acknowledge, (what is undoubtedly true,)

that we have many and great reasons suoh as must weigh even

with wise and good men, for what we believe and profess ; much

from Scripture, much from antiquity, and countenanced, now

many centuries, by the sober and thinking part of the Christian

world ; had they freely owned this, giving at the same time
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their reasons on the other side, and leaving impartial men, after

a fair and full hearing, to judge which should outweigh : I say,

had they took this reasonable and ingenuous method, like

modest inquirers after truth, I know not whether any fair

and candid man would have condemned, or not have commended

them for it. But when nothing less will serve the turn but

misrepresenting us, as following only new scholastic hypotheses ;

when antiquity is searched only to pick out such passages

as seem to make for one side, and much art used even to make

them seem so; when our main strength from Scripture and

from antiquity is, in a manner, totally concealed and disguised,

and the principal objections and difficulties of their own scheme

passed over in silence ; the orthodox, all the while, being repre

sented as a parcel of men overrun with prejudice and bigotry,

preferring human and modern decisions, the words ofmen, before

the infallible word of God; full of contradiction and absurdity,

and bereft, in a manner, of common sense : I say, when this is

the method which some please to take to revive an old heresy,

such rude attacks upon our common faith, though we had less to

say for it, are never to be justified ; nor indeed are they capable

of any kind excuse, when the men are so far from proving that

we have been mistaken in this matter, that they dare not trust

the merits of the cause to a fair, open, and calm hearing.

They dare not venture to set their scheme in its true colours

and naked simplicity against ours, fearing lest impartial men

should too plainly see what advantage we are sure to have upon

a just comparison. It is ungenerous and mean in any cause, (in

this it is impious,) not to suffer all that can justly be pleaded on

the opposite side to appear in its full light and strength. What

harm can there be in admitting what is truth and fact, suppose

it relate either to Scripture or antiquity? Let the evidences

be produced, at least ; the weight of them may be considered

afterwards. And what if Arianism should not happen to

prevail in this so fair and just a method ? How can it be

remedied ? Must it be obtruded upon us, true or false, right or

wrong, with or without reason ? If there really be not evidence

sufficient for it, or if it must be overpowered by contrary

evidence, then this we may certainly depend on, either that the

Arian doctrine is false, or, at the lowest, that no man can

be obliged to think it true: which consideration alone may
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be enough to satisfy any conscientious man in rejecting it, in its

present circumstances.

To conclude all in a few words : one thing we may require

and demand in the present case ; that before we venture to

dethrone our God and Saviour, by bringing him down to the

rank of creatures; before we presume to abridge him of those

honours, and that worship, which he has held in the Christian

Church by a prescription of fifteen, sixteen, or seventeen hundred

years ; before we run upon what has hitherto been accounted

blasphemy, horrid blasphemy, by the wisest, the greatest, and

most eminent lights of the Christian Church, in former and

in latter ages ; before we disclaim our solemn vows in baptism,

where we dedicated ourselves to the service and worship of

Father, Son, and Holy Glwst, one God blessed for ever ; before

we go these lengths, let us, at least, have things fairly and

impartially examined, in sincerity and singleness of heart ;

disguising nothing, nor smothering any evidences, but com

paring things with things, Scripture with Scripture, reason

with reason, and then balancing the whole account : let us

know, in some measure, what we do, that we run not blindfold

into our own certain damnation. In the mean while, it behoves

us to retain steadfastly, what we have hitherto piously believed

and professed, in the integrity of our hearts and minds. And

may the sacred Three, to whom we once have so solemnly

devoted all our services, accept of our sincere endeavours

to preserve and keep up that divine honour, which has been

hitherto (and we doubt not, justly) paid to each of them.

To the same most holy, undivided Trinity, God the Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, adoration and icorship,

in all churches of the saints, now andfor evermore. Amen.
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SIR,

I HAVE read over your Reply, lately published. I perceive

you are much disturbed at the freedom I took with you, in

that part of my Defence which concerned you : and though you

have, for several years last past, been acting the part of a

censor, and a severe one too, (if we consider the intention rather

than the effect}) upon many great, good, and learned men, ancient

and modern ; yet when it comes to be your own case to be ani

madverted upon, (however justly, and upon a necessary occasion,)

you are not able to bear it with due temper of mind. I am very

unwilling to give you any further disturbance: and, indeed,

were your Reply to be read only by mm of letters, I should not

have a thought of returning any answer to it. But since the

controversy, about the ever blessed Trinity, is now spread among

all kinds of readers, I have judged it necessary, in so momentous

a cause, to take some notice of what you have done, for the sake

of some well-meaning men who might otherwise happen to be

imposed upon by it.

You divide your work into two parts, defensive and offensive :

the first, to take off (so far as you are able) what I had charged

you with ; the second, to retort the charge, and to raise objec

tions from antiquity, chiefly against the Catholic cause, which I

have the honour to espouse.

My Answer, accordingly, if it shall be thought needful to

carry it through, must consist of two parts : one to shew that

you have not been able to take off what I had charged you with ;

the other to make it appear that your objections against us are

slight and trivial, not capable of doing our cause harm.
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PART THE FIRST.

Which is to shew that you have not been able to take off what I had

charged upon you.

The Charge was contained under two heads :

1. General fallacies, running through your whole book, en

titled Disquisitiones Modestee.

2. Particular defects, viz. misquotations, misconstructions,

misrepresentations, &o.

I do not add the epithets of gross, egregrious, or the like, as you

are pleased to do, (Reply, p. 100,) because, if I can prove the

facts, the reader may be left to judge how gross or how egregious

any misconstructions, misrepresentations, &c. are : and because

those and the like epithets or decorations, are then only useful,

when a writer lies under the unhappy necessity of endeavouring

to make up in words what he wants of proof. But to come

directly to the matter in hand, I must begin with the charge of

general fallacies, which were three, and which I shall take in

their order :

i. The first general fallacy charged upon youa, was, your

making essence and person to signify the same. One individual

or numerical essence you every where interpret to a Sabellian

sense ; understanding by it one individual Hypostasis or real

Person. In your Reply, you admit (p. 5.) that the same nume

rical intellectual essence is, with you, equivalent to same person :

so that the fact charged upon you stands good, by your own

confession.

Now then, let us see whether you have dealt fairly and justly

with Bishop Bull. I observed what influence this one principle,

or postulatum, of yours must have upon the state of the general

question ; and indeed upon your whole thread of reasoning quite

through your book. For, if it appears that you have set out

upon a false ground, you must of course blunder all the way,

running into a perpetual ignoratio elenchi, (as the Schools call

it,) that is, disputing besides the question .- which, under pretence

and show of confuting Bishop Bull, is really nothing else but

confuting an imagination of your own. The question with Bishop

Bull was, whether the Ante-Nicene Fathers believed the Son to

a See my Defence, vol. i. p. 507.
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be of an eternal, uncreated, and strictly divine substance. But

with you it is, whether they believed him to be the same nume

rical intellectual essence (that is, as you interpret it, Person) with

the Father. Thus you have changed the very state of the

general question, and must of course argue all along wide of the

point. So, when you come to particular authors, you still pursue

the same mistake that you began with. You state the question

relating to Barnabas (Disquis. Mod. p. 7.) thus ; Whether he

makes Father and Son one numerical essence : which is the samo

with you, as to ask, whether he makes them the same Person.

The question is stated the same way, in respect of Hermasb,

Clemens of Rome0, Justin Martyrd, and others. With this

kind of grave impertinence you go on confuting Bishop Bull,

without so much as attacking him ; while the main weight and

force of your reasonings (when they really have any) falls not

upon any thing which he has asserted, but upon quite another

thing, which you have been pleased to invent for him. It is

now time to hear what you have to say in defence of this

peculiar piece of management. Your excuses for it are reducible

to three heads, ist, That you did not know what Bishop Bull

meant. 2dly, That you had interpreted numerical essence as all

the present orthodox do, whose cause Bishop Bull is supposed to

have espoused. 3dly, That numerical essence does and must

signify what you pretend, and nothing else. Though I have

not taken your own words, yet, I think, I have here given your

full sense ; and more distinctly and clearly than you have done.

I am next to examine your excuses, one by one.

1 . You did not know what Bishop Bull meant, or in what

sense he maintained the consubstantiality. So you pretend in

your booke, and repeat it in your Reply f, that you are "not

"certain whether he" (the Bishop) "pleaded for a numerical

" or specific unity of essence taking it for granted that every

numerical Unity is such as you have described ; and that there

is no medium between numerical, in your sense, and specific ;

tliat is, no medium between Sabellianism and Tritheism. This

indeed is the itp&Tov \frtvbos, the prime falsehood which you set

out with, and proceed upon ; and which makes all your dis

courses on this head confused, and wide of the point. But of

this more presently. As to Bishop Bull, if you had not saga-

b Disqui.-it. Modest, p. 9. c Ibid. p. 12. d Ibid. p. 25.

* Modest. Disquis. p. 31. Prsef. f Reply, p. 7.
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city enough to perceive what he meant, you might however

easily and certainly have known, that he did not mean what you

are pleased to put upon him ; because he has plainly, frequently,

and constantly denied numerical Unity, in the sense of personal

identity. His intent was not to prove that the Fathers were

Sabellians, (as your way of opposing him every where supposes,)

but that they were not Arians. This you could not but know,

if you know any thing: and therefore the method and way

which you pitched upon, of writing against his book, was, to

say the least of it, very unfair and disingenuous. You would

have your readers believe that you have confuted the Bishop,

when in reality, after granting you all that you have been able

to prove, it is not to the purpose, is no confutation of what the

Bishop has asserted, but of another proposition which the Bishop

himself had disowned, as much as you can do. The charge there

fore of mistaking the question stands good against you ; and,

what is more, wilful mistaking, since you could not be ignorant

that Bishop Bull did not intend to assert numerical Unity in

that sense wherein you oppose it. This is sufficient for me in

defence of my charge. But for the clearer apprehension of Bishop

Bull's meaning in relation to this matter, I will next cite you

some of his own words :

" As concerning the specific Unity of Persons in the blessed

" Trinity, such as is the union ofsupposita, orpersons, among things

" created, (for instance, of three men, Peter, Paul, and John,

" which are separate from one another, and do not any way de-

" pend upon each other as to their essence,) this the Fathers of

" the first ages never dreamed of. They acknowledged a very

" different union of the divine Persons, such as there is no pat-

" tern of, no resemblance perfectly answering to it, whereby to

" illustrate it, among created beings. They explain the matter

" thus : that God the Father is, as I said, the Head and Foun-

" tain of divinity, from whom the Son and Holy Ghost are de-

" rived, but so derived as not to be divided from the Father's

" Person, but they are in the Father, and the Father in them,

" by a certain Trepixwprjcris, or inhabitation, so called, as I have

" shewn at large. Defem. Fid. Nic. sect. iv. lib. 4. Petavius

" himself contends that from this Ttfpix&pncris, inhabitation, a

•' numerical Unity may be inferred, Petav. lib. iv. cap. 1 6. It

" is certainly manifest that this explication can no way consist

" with the Arian hypothesis: and it is also manifest that Tri
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" theism is excluded by it, and the unity of the Godhead made

"consistent with a real distinction of Persons."

Thus far Bishop Bull, in his answer to Gilbert Clarke s. He

speaks much to the same purpose also in his Defence of the

Nicene Faithh. " As to numerical Unity of substance of Father

" and Son, (which Huetius says was denied by Origen,) I can

" make it evident that Origen acknowledged that Unity as far

" as any of the earlier Fathers, and even Athanasius himself

" acknowledged it : that is, Origen believed the Father, Son,

" and Holy Ghost, though really three Persons, yet to have no

" divided or separate existence, (as three men have,) but to be

" intimately united and conjoined one with another, and to exist

" in each other, and (as I may so speak) to pervade and per-

" meate one another by an ineffable Tstpix^pn^i which the

" Schoolmen call inhabitation : from which inhabitation, Peta-

" vius asserts that a numerical Unity must necessarily be in-

" ferred."

From this account of Bishop Bull, it is evident that he nei

ther admitted specific Unity, nor numerical in your sense : and

therefore it was very artificial of you to say that you knew not

which of the two he intended, as if he must have meant one,

when it is so plain that he meant neither, but utterly denied

both. He did indeed assert, as you see, numerical Unity, but

not in your sense, not in the Sabellian sense ofpersonal identity.

2. The second excuse you make for your impertinent manner

of opposing Bishop Bull without contradicting him is, that you

interpreted numerical essence as all the present orthodox do,

whose cause Bishop Bull is supposed to espouse. So you tell

us in the Preface to Modest Disquisitions', that you dispute

against the consubstantiality, in no other than the numerical

sense, as asserted by aU the orthodox. Now, supposing it were

certainly true, (as it is certainly false,) that all, who at present

pass for orthodox, understood numerical essence in the same sense

as you oppose it in ; yet would it not be fair towards Bishop

Hull, to put that sense upon him which he so fully and so con

stantly disowns and disclaims. All that you should have done

in this case, should have been to have observed, that Bishop

Bull's book is nothing to the purpose of the present orthodox,

who are all Sabellians, inasmuch as he has only shewn that the

e Bull, Posth. Works, p. 1004. 1 Whitby, Disq. Mod. p. ,32. Pncf.

h Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. p. 130. Reply, p. 4.
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Fathers were not Arians, has not proved that they were Sabel-

Iians. And you might have took notice on this occasion, how

weak and inconsistent all the orthodox are, in receiving and

applauding Bishop Bull's book, a book which has proved nothing

which can serve their purpose ; a book which is so far from

asserting Sabettianism, that is, orthodoxy, (as it is called,) that it

rather stands in direct opposition to it. Now this would have

been the fair open way, as well towards the present orthodox, as

towards Bishop Bull. Towards the latter, because it is a certain

truth that he has by no means served the cause of Sabellianism,

or of numerical Unity, in your sense : towards the former, be

cause it might have given them an opportunity of explaining

themselves upon this head ; and they might take their choice,

either to give up Bishop Bull and all the Fathers at once, or

else (which is most likely) declare what you say of them to be

pure calumny and defamation. For my part, I make no doubt

but it is a slander upon them j and that you will be found at

length to understand as little of the modems, as you do of the

ancients. I have good reason for what I say, from one particu

lar instance which I meet with in your Reply, p. 102. I am

there represented, as having " departed from the general re-

" ceived doctrine of the Church, from the fourth century to this

" present age," for no other reason but for saying, I mean " a

" real person and no mode." Is it then really so, that all the

orthodox, from the fourth century down to the present, have

believed a person to be a mode, that is, in plain English, a man

ner ; and three persons to be three manners ? Believe it that

can : I have a much better opinion, nay, certain knowledge of

them. The Catholics indeed, down from the fourth (I may say

from the first) century, have believed that there is no disparity

of nature, no division of substance, no difference in any perfec

tion between Father and Son ; but that they are equally wise,

equally infinite, equally perfect in all respects ; differing only in

this, that one is a Father, and the other a Son, one unbegotten,

and the other begotten, as a third is proceeding : and these three

different manners or modes of existence distinguish the persons

one from another, perfectly alike and equal in all other respects.

The phrase therefore of modes of existing, was not designed to

denote the persons themselves, but their distinguishing characters.

This is what Dr. South's authorities sufficiently prove, and all

that they prove; and, 1 presume, all that he meant. For,
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though you are pleased to quote him against me, he is expressly

for me, where he utterly denies " kthat the three divine Persons

" are only three modes of the Deity." However that be, I take

my accounts of the ancients from the ancients themselves. If you

can find any one, I do not say of the fourth, but even of the

sixth, or eighth century, to go no lower, laying it down for

Catholic doctrine that a person is a mode, it will be kind to

oblige us with the discovery. As to the ancients, I will be

bound to answer for them, that what you say of them from the

fourth century is pure invention and romance : and as to mo

derns, I am very inclinable to hope, I make no scruple to believe,

that you have misreported them as much as you have done the

other.

3. Your third and last excuse is, that numerical essence does

and must signify what you pretend, and nothing else : and there

fore it was right to fix it upon Bishop Bull, who must be sup

posed to maintain numerical Unity. This is your meaning,

(Reply, p. 4,) though you seldom take care to express yourself

clearly and distinctly. To this I answer, first, that admitting

that your sense of numerical Unity is the only true and proper

sense of it ; yet does it not follow, that you have any right to fix

your sense upon Bishop Bull in contradiction to his declared

sentiments. If any man has a mind to use words in an improper

sense, provided he gives but sufficient notice of it, he should not

be rigorously dealt with for it, or have a sense imposed upon

him which he utterly disclaims. A fair and candid adversary, in

such a case, should make allowance for words, and attend to the

thing. To make the best of it, it is very unkind and unfair, in

dustriously to mistake an author's meaning, in such a case, and to

go about to confute what he certainly never intended to main

tain; nay, what he is known to have denied and disclaimed.

But to come a little closer to the point ; How do you prove,

after all, that yours is the only proper sense of numerical?

What if you should fail here, in the main point of all, wherein

your great confidence lies, and for the sake of which you have

raised all this dust upon Bishop Bull, and thrown scandal at

large both upon ancients and moderns ? It is very certain, that

numerical or individual Unity has been and is maintained by

Catholics, and Catholics that abhorred Sabellianism. Could you

k South, Animadv. c. viii. p. J90, 291.
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prove that your sense of numerical essence is the onlyproper sense,

yet you can never prove that it is the only sense it has been used

in : so that, at length, the dispute about it would be nothing more

than a dispute about words.

But I will give you a plain reason why you can never prove

your sense of the words to be the only proper sense : it is be

cause you can never fix any certain principle of individuation.

It is for want of this, that you can never assure me, that three

real Persons may not be, or are not, one numerical or individual

substance. In short, you know not, precisely, what it is that

makes one being, or one essence, or one substance. Here your

metaphysics are plainly defective; and this it is that renders

all your speculations upon that head vain and fruitless. Tell

me plainly, is the divine substance present in every place, in

whole or in part? Is the substance which is present here upon

earth, that very individual numerical substance which is present

in heaven, or is it not? Your answer to these questions may

perhaps suggest something to you, which may help you out

of your difficulties relating to the Trinity; or else the sense of

your inability to answer either, may teach you to be less con

fident in matters so much above you, and to confess your igno

rance in things of this nature, as I freely do mine.

You tell us very solemnly, (p. 4,) repeating it several times,

that the same numerical essence neither doth nor can signify any

more than one essence in number. Which is only telling us, that

the same numerical essence is the same numerical essence; aye,

that it is: and who doubts it? or who is the wiser for these

weighty discoveries? How shall I ever know, from thence,

that three real Persons may not be, or are not, one numeri

cal substance, one being, one God ? You will suppose, without

doubt, that one intellectual essence and one Person are equiva

lent and reciprocal. And I, on the other hand, will suppose the

contrary, and then we are just as we began. You have not

proved, nor ever can prove, that three real Persons may not be

properly called one numerical substance. If you have all along

gone upon the supposition that they cannot, you have shewn

that you can mistake, that you can beg the question, that you

can wander from the point in hand, can trifle much and prove

little, and that is all.

The sum then of what I have pleaded to make good my

charge of the first general fallacy is, that you have set out
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wrong, mistook the very point in question, pursued your mistake

all along, and followed your own wanderings, instead of opposing

Bishop Bull : that you have no excuse for understanding numerical

essence as you do, either from Bishop Bull's book, who never so

understands it, or from the Catholic sense of it, ancient or

modern, which is different from yours, or from the propriety

of the phrase itself ; which may, for any thing you know, admit

of another sense, and which you have no way of confuting

but by begging the question; which is not confuting, but rather

tacitly acknowledging that it is not capable of any confutation.

So much for the first article : only here I must be so just to you

as to observe, that you do not always wander from the point in

question. You do sometimes, indeed often, attempt to prove

that the Ante-Nicene Fathers were of those principles which

were afterwards called Arian. So far is pertinent, and is

directly opposing Bishop Bull. But then I must observe

further, that lest you should happen, at length, to fail in your

first point of proving the Fathers to have been Arians, you re

serve the other point, as what you can prove and can never fail

of, namely, that they were not Sabellians: and this is what

the result of your arguments generally comes to, after you have

carried them on as far as they can go. The first point is what

you seem most desirous of proving, were it possible to do it : but

if you cannot do that, you are content however to prove the

latter, rather than seem to have done nothing. I should here

conclude this article, but that two or three incidental things

should be taken notice of, which must come in here, or no

where. I had observed 'several guards which you had put

in, in the general state of the question, as it were with design

to secure a handsome retreat. You say, all the Ante-Nicene

Fathers; when the nwst, or the generality might be sufficient.

I had reason to observe this, because Bishop Bull had, in a

manner, given up Lactantius : besides, that it is not necessary

to assert that every writer (suppose Clemens of Rome, or

Barnabas) has said enough in a short epistle, from whence

it might certainly be inferred that their principles were the

1 Defence, vol. i. p. 508. The ge- " ledged the same numerical essence

neral question is thus stated : " of the Father to have heen commu-

" Whether all the Ante-Nicene Fa- " nicated to the Son and Holy Ghost,

" there professed the very same doc- " and that therefore both are one God

" trine which we ascribe to the Nicene " in number with the Father." Whitby,

" Council; that is,whether all acknow- Prooan. p. 2.
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same with those of the Nicene Fathers. It is sufficient, if

as many as speak plainly either way are on our side ; and

that none of the earlier writers contradict it, but are in the

main favourable to us, and probably, if not demonstrably, ours.

Another guard inserted was, which we ascribe to the Nicene

Council, instead of, which was asserted by the Nicene Council.

The reason I had to take notice of this is apparent from

what hath been said. Numerical essenco, rather than same

essence, was another guard: and what use you make of it is

visible enough. That this essence, the same numerical essence,

(or Person, as you understand it,) was communicated to two

other Persons, is what you demand to have proved : and you

have some pretence for cavil at the word communicated. This I

observed before: and your Reply"1 is, that what I "call a

" pretence to quarrel at the word communicated, is indeed

" arguments produced against it, as it is stated by the Bishop,

" and which I durst not meddle with nor pretend to answer."

The reason of my not answering your cavils against the ex

pression was, because it was foreign to my purpose, and because

we were inquiring, whether Bishop Bull had truly and justly

represented the ancients, not whether his doctrine (the samo

with the ancient doctrine) is liable to the charge of contradiction.

If you are able to prove any thing of that kind (as you are not)

against Bishop Bull, it will hold equally against the ancients and

him too ; and is of distinct consideration from the point which

we are now upon. However, if our readers will pardon a small

digression, 1 shall here examine those weighty arguments, which

before, it seems, " I durst not meddle with.11

You object, (Prsef. p. ai.) "that the communication of

" the Father's essence to a Person is inconceivable, because

" the Person must be supposed to have it, to be a Person."

This is nothing but cavilling at a popular way of expres

sion. In strictness of speech, the Person of the Son is the

very thing which is derived, communicated, generated ; and

the Father, in communicating his essence, generates the Person

of the Son.

You object further; "that if the same numerical essence of

" the Father be communicated, then it is the same numerical

" essence in both, only existing in a different manner.ri To

Reply, p. 5.
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which I answer, if you mean by numerical essence, the same

numerical Person, it is not communicated at all : for the Person

of the Father only communicates, the Person of the Son is

communicated: and these two Persons, or Hypostases, constitute

the same numerical essence ; which consequently, as personalized

in the Son, is begotten, as personalized in the Father, unbegotten,

that is, exists in a different manner. The two Persons exist

after a different manner, which two Persons constitute one

numerical essence ; and therefore I admit that the same nu

merical essence does exist in a different manner in the two

Persons.

You object also", that "the essence of the Father is unbe-

" gotten, the essence of the Son begotten, therefore both cannot

" be the same essence." That both cannot be the same Hypo

stasis, or Person, is very certain, for the reason which you give.

But that two Hypostases, one unbegotten, the other begotten,

may not constitute one substance, or essence, you have not

shewn. All these objections of yours turn only upon your mis

taken sense of numerical essence, and amount to no more than a

petiiio principii ; while you take for granted the thing in ques

tion, that there cannot be two real Persons in one substance, or

essence. I can tell you of some, whose judgment you much rely

on, who must, upon their principles, allow, that the same nume

rical substance is both greater and less than the same numerical

substance ; is remote and distant from the same numerical sub

stance ; is contained in and contains the same numerical sub

stance. (See my Defence, vol. i. p. 448.) They must likewise

admit of being and being, in the same numerical being ; substance

and substance, in the same numerical substance : as also being

and being, where they cannot say beings, in the plural ; substance

and substance, where they cannot say substances; essence and

essence, where they cannot say essences. (See my Defence, vol. i.

p. 371, 372.) These things, perhaps, may appear new and

strange to you ; but if you please to consider them, they may

be useful to convince you of your fundamental mistake in con

fining the phrase of numerical substance to one particular sense

of your own ; and may help to satisfy you that there is nothing

absurd or contradictory in the supposition, that one and the

same numerical substance may be both begotten and unbegotten.

n Pref. p. 2 1 .

WATERLAND, VOL. II.
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You may also please to consider that though the Catholics

(especially after they came to express themselves accurately)

would never, or very seldom, say, two substances, two essences, two

spirits, two lights, two wisdoms, or two trills, any more than two

Gods or two Lords ; yet they never scrupled to say substance of

substance, essence of essence, spirit of spirit, light of light, wisdom of

wisdom, will of trill, in like manner, as God of God. All which

is to intimate that the union is not numerical, in the Sabellian,

that is, in your sense: and yet it is numerical in another; inso

much that you cannot here speak of substances, or essences, in the

plural, as you may of things specifically united, and no more.

You object further °, " that the same substance cannot be

" subordinate to none in the Father, and yet subordinate in the

" Son or Holy Ghost." Yes, it may, if three Persons can be

one and the same substance, because these Persons may be subor

dinate one to another. Here, again, you suppose that three

Persons cannot be one substance. And now, is not this shrewd

arguing, thus perpetually to beg the question ? You have one

turn of wit more, and it is against interior production, which you

pretend is such a " solid argument as I had the wit to leave un-

" answered." Reply, p. 6. This " interior production," you sayP,

is " either the production of something or nothing." Wonderful

solid! Well, what if it be the production of something ? For un

doubtedly we do not mean it of a production of nothing, that is,

of no production. Then you say it must be the production of

something new, for a production is always of something new.

Solid again ! that an eternal production must be a production of

something new. But you cannot conceive, it may be, how any

production should be eternal. And what if you cannot conceive

how any thing should be eternal ? I expect a proof of you that it

cannot be. Your supposing it cannot, will give me no satisfac

tion. I have now run through your little quirks and subtilties

upon this head, which yet are not yours, but as old almost as the

controversy ; despised by men of sense all along, despised even

by yourself thirty years ago ; when, with honour to yourself, and

to the satisfaction and benefit of others, you wrote in defence of

that ancient faith, which now you revile and blaspheme.

But to conclude this article, though I have, in civility towards

you, considered your arguments drawn from the nature and rea-

° Disquisit. Mod. p. 23. Praef. p Ibid.
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son of the thing, yet I must repeat my observation, that we may

have nothing to do with them, in our present inquiry relating to

the ancients; because if they are of any weight, they are as much

against the faith of the ancients themselves, as against Bishop

Bull, who acknowledges no other numerical unity than the an

cients acknowledged. Having made good my first charge, I pro

ceed to a second.

II. A second generalfallacy^ was your arguing from the ex

pressions of Arians (famous for dissembling and equivocating) to

those of the Ante-Nicene writers ; men of a very different stamp

and character, and who were not under the like temptation of

saying one thing and meaning another. I had observed that

you had recourse to this salco, or fallacy, in order to elude the

force of some high expressions (in respect of the Son's divinity)

which you met with in the Ante-Nicene writers. To this you

"Pty* (P- 9 )

I. That it " is not fairly suggested, that you do this when you

"'find some expressions run pretty high and strong for the divinity

" of Christ: for, in all the places referred to, there is no expres-

" sion of that nature but in the last." If you please to look

back to your Procemium, (p. 4, 5,) you will there find that you

have made use of the fallacy which I charge you with, as a

general answer to invalidate the force of most, or all Bishop

Bull's testimonies. You observe that the acknowledging of

Christ to be " God of God," or " God before the worlds,'1 was

common to many who were utter enemies to the Nicene faith.

You go on to prove this further by the author of the Opus Ira-

perfectum, which author you pronounce an Arian. You pro

ceed to observe from Bishop Bull himself, that the Arians

scrupled not any of the Catholic forms of speech, save only the

term cansubstantial. They would say, for instance, that the Son

was " begotten out of the Father himself," and was " true God ; "

and they rejected with indignation the charge of making the

Son a creature. Now, what could be your meaning in these

remarks, but to insinuate to your reader, that let him meet with

ever bo high expressions of the Son's divinity among the Ante-

Nicene writers ; yet, unless they have the very word consubstan-

tial. they might possibly, or probably, mean no more than the

Arians did after by the same or the like expressions ? This is

1 See my Defence, vol. i. p-Sio.

p 2
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the fallacy which I complained of, and which you often occa

sionally recur to, both in your book and prefaces, to weaken the

force of Bishop Bull's authorities. rSome of the places where

you do this, I referred to in my Defence, which the reader that

has a mind to it may turn to ; and I do not yet see that I have

suggested any thing but what is both fair and true.

a. A second evasion you have in your Reply (p. 5.) is, that

you said sometimes Arians and Semiarians, whereas I have re

presented you, as if you had said Arians only. I do not see that

this is at all material. If either Arians or Semiarians used

Catholic expressions without a Catholic meaning, they come so

far under the same predicament of dissembling and equivocating:

and that both were notoriously guilty of so doing, is clear from

all history of those times. The Semiarians in particular were

often charged with it, both by Catholics and Anomaeans. You

say, further, that you likewise join mostly with them some of the

Ante-Nicene Fathers. But you will never be able to shew that

those Ante-Nicene Fathers were of different principles from the

Council of Nice : so that your joining them with the others was

either foreign to the point, or supposing the very thing in ques

tion.

3. You reply, thirdly, (p. 10,) that "sure it must be a very

" uncharitable censure to pronounce of near a thousand bishops

" convened at Antioch, Seleucia, Sirmium, Ariminum, and else-

" where, that they were a pack of hypocrites and equivocating

" knaves." To which I make answer, first, that I know not

how you will be able to make out near your number. If you

add the. numbers of the several councils, you may probably

reckon many of the same men twice or thrice over. Neither

were the men that made up those councils all of them Arians.

There were but eighty of the whole four hundred at Ariminum

really Arians. So that probably three hundred and twenty

were imposed upon by the rest, and the charge of equivocating

lies upon the eighty only. And it is evident, not only from

Athanasius, but also from Sulpicius Severus, and St. Jerome,

and indeed from all the historians, and all the accounts we have

of that Council, that the Arians at Ariminum carried their point

by equivocation and wile; and that the Catholics, most of them,

were imposed upon by double cntendres. They went upon those

' Praef. Disquisit. Mod. p. 8, 9, 40, 90, 109, 153, 157.
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charitable principles which you are pleased to reeommend. They

could not imagine there was so much latent insincerity and guile,

under so many fine words and fair pretences from men of their

own order.

2. I answer, secondly, that there may be some difference be

tween charging men with equivocation and calling them knaves.

There is a reverend Doctor, whom I scruple not to eharge with

equivocating. He says, in a preface 8, he has many things which

hinder him from receding from the belief of Christ's true divinity:

and it is well known what he once meant by Christ's true divinity,

when he wrote a Tract * with that title in defence of it. Who

would not charitably believe, from hence, that he still retained

the same faith in the same true divinity? But see what he means

by Christ's true divinity, (Disq. Mod. p. 25.") where he commends

Justin Martyr for maintaining Christ's true divinity, making this

an argument of it, that Justin's sentiments were clearly opposite

to the doctrine of the Nicene Council. Hence it is manifest

that the Doctor equivocates in the phrase true divinity. The

fact I maintain ; but if from thence you will infer that he is an

equivocating knave, remember that the inference is yours, and.

not mine.

4. You reply, fourthly, as from Sozomen, " that when the

" Arians first appeared, many bishops, a considerable number of

" the clergy, and no small part of the people favoured his

" party ; and that two synods convened at Bithynia and Pa-

" lestine, wrote to their brethren to communicate with those

" Arians, as being orthodox!" And here you ask, " Were all

" those holy men and able judges, those synods, bishops, clerks,

" and laity, a pack of hypocritical dissemblers and equivocating

"knaves?" No; I charitably believe otherwise. The synods,

bishops, clerks, and laity, who received the Arians as orthodox,

were not, probably, the equivocating knaves, (as you choose to

express it,) but the Arians : who, by fair words and artful con

fessions, appeared to bo what they were not, and so were re-

* Ut rerun) fatear, multa sunt quae tinum M. Christians fidei simplici-

me impediunt quo minus a sententia tatem, in doctrina de Christi prse-

de vera Christi Deitate recederem, id existentia, Veraque Deitate, adulte-

solum contendo &c. Whitby, Disq. rasse suspicati sunt ; quo Patrum

Mod^p. 3. Pnef. nemo, (leg. neminem,) meo quidem

1 V hitby, de vera Christi Deitate : judicio, vel plura vel clariora adver-

Traetatus, ann. 169 1. sus Synodi Nicaiue placita docuisse,

0 Magnam admirationem mihi in- facile est demonstrare. Whitby, Disq^.

jecit iniqua eorum sententia, qui Jus- Mod. p. J5,
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ceived as orthodox. You will remember that the principal of

those holy men and able judges that promoted A rius's interest in

the Synod of Bithynia, was Eusebius of Nicomedia ; the same

man that afterwards professed xhis assent and consent to the

Nicene Creed, as the true Catholic faith; and excused his not

consenting to the anathematizing of Arius upon this foot, that

ho thought Arius had been much misrepresented, and that he

knew from Anus's own letters that he was not the man that

the Council took him to be. Now if Eusebius, the principal

man of the Synod of Bithynia, was thus imposed upon by

Arius's fair pretences, no doubt but he represented Anus's

case to the Synod, as favourably as he himself had conceived of

it : and then no wonder if a man was received as orthodox, who

was really believed to be ort/wdox. If you think that Eusebius,

all the while, knew that Arius was not orthodox, in my sense of

the word ; admitting that, yet he might, for any thing I know,

represent him as such then, as well as he did after : if so, the

only equivocating knave might be Eusebius of Nicomedia ; the

rest might be imposed upon by his representations and colour

ings. Holy men and able judges can judge no otherwise of facts

but as they are reported : and how could it be remedied, if Arius

happened to get good testimonials, though himself an ill man ?

But enough of this matter : as to the Arian custom of equivo

cating, and thereby imposing upon honest men, the fact being

plain, I shall insist no longer upon it, only referring to a few

authors y who give a summary account of it.

III. A third general fallacy, just hinted in my Defence,

(p. 5 1 1 .) was, your arguing against the faith of the Ante-Niceno

Fathers, in respect of Christ's real divinity, from this topio;

that they often distinguish God from Christ, and call the Father

God absolutely.

Here again you complain of me for unfair dealing. But how,

or wherein am I unfair towards you ? You say (Reply, p. n,)

" that your first instance of this nature is from the epistle of

" Clemens Romanus, where he constantly separates (distinguishes

" you mean) Jesus Christ from that God, whom ho styles tho

" true and only God, but never once calls him God." If this

answer be any thing pertinent, I suppose your meaning is, that

* Sozom. E. H. lib. ii. cap. 16. Cave's Life of Athanasius. Cave,

p. 378. Kpist. Apolog. p. 96. Clerc. Epist.

7 Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. p. 293. Crit. ii. p. 32.



TO DR. WHITBY'S REPLY. 215

your argument did not turn upon this, that Christ was distin

guished from God ; but upon these further considerations, that

Christ is constantly so distinguished by Clemens, and never once

called God. You may, if you please, call all those considerations

put together, one argument : but they appeared to me to be

distinct and several. You observe 2 of Clemens, that he perpe

tually distinguishes Christ from God, {Christum a Deo perpetuo

distinguit.) This was one consideration, or presumption in

favour of your principles. A second you add immediately after,

Deum vero ne semel nuncupat, But he never calls Christ God.

You proceed to illustrate your first observation by such in

stances as these following; that Clemens wishes grace and

peace to the Corinthians from Almighty God, by Jesus Christ;

that he introduces (chap, xx.) the great Creator and Lord of the

Universe distributing his blessings by Jesus Christ ; that Christ

was sent of God, chap. xlii. and that the Apostles had their

commission by Christ from God, chap, xliii. Now to what

purpose were these several instances produced, except you

intended them as so many arguments against Clemens's be

lieving Christ to be consubstantial with him whom alone he

calls God, and from whom he distinguishes Christ ? But I insist

upon it, that there is no weight at all in this argument. Nothing

has been more common with writers, who have fully believed

the doctrine of a coeternal Trinity, than this manner of speak

ing ; especially when they have been thinking on another subject,

and had no occasion to speak of Christ's divinity. And what if

Clemens, or Polycarp, or any other writer, in a short epistle, or

tract, has spoke of the Father only, under the title of God, and

of the Son as Lord, or Saviour, or High-Priest? How often

might the same thing be observed in modern treatises, or

sermons of very orthodox men ! I see no consequence that can

be justly drawn against our principles from these premises.

And if Clemens called the Father the only God, or only true

God, though that be a distinct argument from the former ; yet

neither does it prove any thing more than the other, as I have

shewn in another place".

But you refer me to some collections of yours in another bookb

from Origen : who, it seems, in his book against Celsus, distin

guishes and separates (so you say, p. 12.) Christ from him who is

« Diaq. Mod. p. 16. » Sermon iv. p. 84, &c. of this volume.

■ Prerf. de S. Script. Interpr. p-34» 35-
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God above all; and declares, in the name of the generality of

Christians, that Christ is not the God above all. This is not

pertinent to the point in hand, having no relation to the fallacy

I charged you with, nor belonging to the book which I was

animadverting upon. But that 1 may not stand upon niceties

with you, I will give you an answer to this neio pretence. It is

very certain that Origen never intended to deny that Christ is

God above all; because all Catholics0, (I might say heretics too

for the most part,) both before and after Origen 's time, as well

as Origen himself, understood Rom. ix. 5. of God the Son, there

styled inl ffdircof 0eos, or God above all. Yet there is a cer

tain sense in which the ancients have denied Christ to be the

God above all ; namely, when so understood as to make Christ

the very Person of the Father, as the Sabellians understood itd,

or to set him above the Father^, or above the Creator* of the

world, as some other heretics pretended. In this latter sense it

is, that Origen denies the Son to be God above all ; as he had

reason to do, because it would have been denying his subordina

tion and sonship, and inverting the order of the Persons, to have

asserted that Christ was in any sense above the Father, or so

God above all, as to have the Creator, or Fat/ter, subordinate

to him.

Notwithstanding all this, Origen himself, in the very page

before that which you refer to, asserts and maintains the Catho

lic doctrine in full and express terms, the very same doctrine

that we contend for at this day. For, having objected to Cel-

suss the worship of many Gods, telling him that if he would be

consistent with his principles, he should not talk of the kingdom

of God, in the singular, but of Gods, in the plural ; he then

bethinks himself that the argument might be retorted upon

Christians, as worshipping two Gods, viz. the Father and Christ.

Here was the critical place ; here, if any where, we shall see of

what principles Origen was. Well, how does Origen get rid of

the objection \ Not by saying that the Father only is God, in a

proper sense : not by saying that the Father is supreme God,

and the Son another God under him. No ; he was wiser than to

c See the testimonies in Mills ; and

my Sermons, p. 142 of this volume.

d Vid. Apost.Constit. lib.vi. cap. 26.

Pseud-Ignat. Ep. ad Tars. cap. 5. Ad

Philip, cap. 7.

e Origen contr. Cels. p. 387. Basil.

Epist. lxxviii. p. 892.

i Vid. Iren. p.101, 106. edit. Bened.

Origen in Matt. p. 476. Huet.

s Vid. Origen. p. 385, 386.
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make himself ridiculous to Jew and Gentile by such a weak

answer. But he solves the difficulty by asserting the Unity of

Father and Son : and, after he had guarded his assertion from

any Sabellian construction, he triumphantly closes up all in these

words ; " We therefore, as 1 have shewn, worship one God, the

" Father and Son'1.'" Thus he at once cleared the Christian

doctrine from Polytheism, and made good the charge against the

Pagans.

From what hath been said it may appear, that Origen has

denied no more than all Catholics deny, namely, that the Father

is subordinate to the Son; and has asserted as much as any

Catholic contends for. We do not say that Christ is that Per

son who is ordinarily and eminently styled God above all ; nor

that he is in any sense or respect above the Creator, or above

God the Father, being subordinate to him ; but we assert that

he is essentially one God with him who is the Father, and, as

such, is God above all: and this very doctrine is plainly Origen's,

as well as ours. You have forced me into this digression, by

making your objection in a wrong place ; and therefore let that

be my excuse to the reader for it. Now I return.

I have run through the three generalfallacies which I charged

you with. Your feeble endeavours to take them off prove inef

fectual : and they now return upon you with the greater force.

I am next to consider the particular defects. But, before I

proceed further, it will here be proper to remove a complaint of

yours, which you repeat more than once ; it is a complaint of my

management and conduct relating to your book.

You tell me (p. %.) that I " have not defended any of the

" Bishop's arguments which you had produced and answered ;

" nor made any reply to thoso numerous arguments which you

" produced from the Ante-Nicene Fathers against mine and the

" Bishop's sentiments."—In another place you say thus, (p. 57,)

" He is obliged, if he would indeed defend the Bishop, to invali-

" date and refute the answers that I have given to all his argu-

" ments, and to do this entirely, and not by culling out two or

" three instances, and leaving all the rest in their full strength ;

" that being in all the other cases, to leave the Bishop in the

" lurch."

By all this you seem to think that Bishop Bull's celebrated

'■'Eva ovvQtbv, i>s unoSt Ataxa/iey. tov irartpa xai tov viov 8(pairtvofitv. p. 386.
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performance is in some danger of sinking in its character, if

your Modest Disquisitions be not particularly answered, para

graph by paragraph ; and that I ought to have paid so much

respect to your Work, as either not to have meddled at all with

it, or to have attended you all the way through it. Now, as to

this matter, I will here frankly declare to you my real thoughts,

in the following particulars :

1 . In the first place, I am so far from apprehending any danger

to Bishop Bull, and his cause, from your book, that I should

never have given myself the trouble of remarking at all upon it,

had it not been given out to English readers (who must take

such things on trust) that Bishop Bull's famed piece would

receive an answer, such as should satisfy all learned and un

prejudiced persons. I knew that a Latin book could do no

harm, but among those that could read Latin : and such I

thought might, for the most part, be very safely trusted, having

Bishop Bull's book to compare with yours, which alone is suffi

cient to answer for itself, with men of any judgment. The dan

ger was not from the book itself, but from the reports made of it :

and it concerned me to take care that English readers might not

be imposed upon ; which was one principal motive of my doing

what I did.

2. I considered further, that this controversy being of all others

the most nice and intricate, and in which it is the easiest for a

writer, that has a mind to it, to confound and puzzle such

readers as have not been conversant in it ; I say, I considered

that it might be useful even to some Latin readers to point out

the principal flaws and fallacies in your performance, which when

done, your whole book is in a manner answered ; or however

answered as far as is needful, to prevent any honest man's being

imposed upon by it.

3. You will give me leave to tell you, with all due respect,

(however frankly.) that a writer who begins, and proceeds as

you do, has no reason to expect an answer paragraph by para

graph ; because there is a shorter and much better way of deal

ing with authors that are not careful to write pertinently. Who.

do you imagine, would be at the trouble of telling you a hundred

times over, that this argument is good against the Sabellians,

and in such a sense of numerical essence as is not to the purpose ;

but in Bishop Bull's sense, and in the true sense, the argument is

of no weight at all? One short general answer is sufficient in such
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a ease ; and is in reality as long as the objection, which is only

repetition of the same thing. Had you stated the question fairly,

kept close to the point in hand, arguing pertinently at least, if

not solidly, all along, directly opposing that, and that only, which

Bishop Bull undertook to prove; then indeed it might have

concerned us to attend upon you all the way through, and to

have defended the Bishop against your attacks. But when

instead of this, you set out upon a wrong foot, and wander wide

and far from the mark you should have aimed at : when, instead

of attacking Bishop Bull directly, you encounter for the most

part a phantom of your own, and fight with your shadow : in

such a case as this, we have no need to be solicitous about the

Bishop. Those formidable preparations, which might be other

wise apt to strike terror into us, are happily diverted another

way : all we have now left to do, is to stand by unconcerned,

look on, and smile. These are my reasons, why I hold myself

excused from making any more particular answer to your nume

rous arguments, as you are pleased to call them. You may give

us leave to judge how far our cause may be endangered by what

you have done : and if we who are friends to the Bishop and his

cause, are in no pain about either, nor at all afraid of leaving

them in the lurch, you may be very easy. Now I proceed to

make good the particulars of the charge upon you : misquota

tions, misconstructions, misrepresentations, reviving of old and trite

objections, concealing the answers, &c. These, I think, reach to

about twenty particulars, which shall all be considered in the

same order as laid down in my Defence.

I. I charge you' with a misquotation^ of Polycarp's Doxo-

Iogy, recorded in the Epistle of the Church of Smyrna. You

left out, as I said, the two most material words, avv avrti, on

which the Bishop's argument chiefly depended. You acknow

ledge in your Reply (p. 13.) that you left those words out; and

the reason you give is, because " they are neither in the edition

" of Bishop Usher, nor of Cotelerius, from whom you cited the

" passage." This answer, give me leave to say, is more unkind

to yourself than the charge I made. I had compared the dif

ferent readings of the Doxology in the two editions, Eusebius's

and Bishop Usher's. I considered, that if you should pretend

to follow Bishop Usher and Cotelerius, you had falsified in two

' See my Defence, vol. i. p. 511. k Disquisit. Mod. p. 22.
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places, changing fit0' o5 into bi ov, and not irvevpaTi into iv irreu-

y.aTi, which are very material alterations. But if you should

pretend to copy from Eusebius, there you had left out cvv

avrw. The latter being a sin of omission only, and more excus

able than putting words into the text, 1 chose to fix the charge

there where it might fall the lightest, and seem rather a slip

than any ill design. I had another reason, why I was willing

to charge it as an omission out of the text of Eusebius ; and that

was because Bishop Bull had followed Eusebius's copy. Now if

you had a mind to take another reading from Usher and Cote-

lerius, you should have given notice that Bishop Bull had made

use of a faulty copy, before you had triumphed over him ; and

should have observed that Usher's and Cotelerius's reading was

the true one. But not a word do you say of this ; and the rea

son of your deep silence, in this respect, is very evident. Bishop

Bull's argument was strong and good, according to Eusebius's

reading: and according to Usher's and Cotelerius's, it would

have been still stronger and fuller. Since therefore neither of

the readings would serve your purpose, you lay aside both, and

invent a new one of your own1 : and then you might securely

insult over the learned Prelate, having a text and comment both

of your own contriving.

But, you say, the words, " as they lie in Eusebius thus, 8i'

" avTov aiiv avr£, (you mean St' ov avv avru,) want good sense,

" it being improper to say by the Son be glory to the Father

" with the Son." Be it proper or improper, you ought to cite

passages of authors as you find them : besides that very wise

men, ancient and modern, have judged the expression very pro

per: and it will be thought that the compilers of our Commu

nion Office, who scrupled not to say by whom, and with xehom,

&c. understood what good sense is, as well as the Modest

Inquirer.

II. A second misquotation m I charged " upon you was of a

passage in Athenagoras °. You was pleased to change itpos

aiirov into vpbs avrbv, for no reason that I could see, but to

1 The readings of the passage.

At' ov croi o~in> avrip, iv flifv/um

nyitf. Euseb. E. H. lib. iv. cap. 15.

Ai" ov <roi, b irvtvfMTi ayio. Whit

by, Disq. Mod. p. 22.

Mfffof o-oi (cm irvfvfiaTi ayiw. Usher,

Cottier.

m Whitby, Disq. Mod. p. 62.

■ Defence, vol. 1. p. 511.

0 ripot avrov yAp, Kal 6V abrov

navra {yivtro. Athen. p. 38. Ox.
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make a weak insinuation against the divinity of God the Son.

In your Reply (p. 13.) you say ; "Now this, I confess, is casually

" done, but (you mean and) without design." But these casual

slips have an ill appearance, especially in so noted a place as this

of Athenagoras. You could not forget that this very irpbs avrov,

in Athenagoras, is what we set a particular note and value upon,

as shewing that the ancients did not always say S( avrov only, in

respect of the Son's part or office in the work of creation, but

sometimes irpos avrov, a phrase which may express the efficient

cause, and is not liable to the same exceptions as the phrase 6V

avrov. Now, to falsify a testimony of this kind, though casually,

betrays however great negligence or oscitancy. You observe

that ab eo tanquam exemplari, serves as well your turn, as ad

eum tanquam exemplar. That is, if we will allow you your con

struction. But you cannot make the former so easily, or so pro

bably, out of irpos avrov, as the latter, out of npbs avrov : besides

that by changing npbs avrov into wpds avrov, you took from us

one sense of the words which we might think it proper to insist

upon, namely, that of an efficient cause. Upos avrov, if it may

be construed your way, may also be construed another way, and

perhaps more naturally : and therefore we take it not well to be

deprived of any advantage which the text gives us. I must how

ever observe, that whatever your design was from these words,

they will not answer your purpose, even though we should admit

your construction. For no consequence can be drawn against

our principles, from the consideration of the Son's being the ex

emplar, after which all things were made ; unless you can imagine

that he was an exemplar to himself.

III. The third thing I charged you with P, was a misconstruc

tion q of a celebrated passage in Methodius r. The passage I

had produced in my Defence, to prove the eternal generation of

the Son, as Bishop Bull also had done s. You expressed your

self somewhat obscurely in answer to the Bishop. Only this

was plain from your words, (frustra preesule renitente.) that you

intended something opposite to the Bishop, and insinuated to

your reader that this quotation of Methodius proved the very

contrary to what the Bishop alleged it for. Now the Bishop

p Defence, vol. i. p. 51 1. my Defence, vol. i. p. 357.

1 Diaquisit. Mod. p. 75, 76. • Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. p. 164, 200.

r Method, apud Phot. p. 960. See
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had cited it in proof of the consubstantiality and coeternity of the

Son : to which purposes it is indeed as full and clear as any can

be desired. You are pleased however in your Reply (p. 15.) to

object as follows :

1 . That " to say that the Son of God was preexistent before

" the ages in the heavens, is to say no more than all the Arians

" and Semiarians have asserted, &c.'" But the force of the

Bishop's argument and mine did not lie in the words irpo aldvav

(though they are not without their weight however the Arians

or Semiarians might equivocate,) but in those other words of

Methodius, that the Son was, did not become, a Son; that he

had no new filiation; that he is always the same; and in Metho-

dius's guarding against the supposition of a temporal generation,

by his explaining it of a temporal manifestation only. "Why do you

overlook and conceal the main points wherein our argument con

sisted, and make reply only to that which neither Bishop Bull

nor I laid any stress upon ? But it was prudent, it may be, to pass

over what could not be answered.

2. You object to us some other passages of Methodius to

confront ours with. He calls the Father &vap\ot apxn. « prin

cipium, tliat liad no beginning. So you translate : might you not

as well have rendered it, a beginning that had no beginning f But

that would not have served your purpose ; the true rendering is,

a principium or head, that has no principium or head. But you

had a mind to the words no beginning, to insinuate as if Metho

dius had said this of God the Father in contradistinction to God

the Son, who had a beginning; though Methodius says no such

thing. He says indeed that the Son is apyj], a principle or head,

after the Father : that is, the Son is the fountain of all things

after the Father ; not in time, but in order ; the Father being

always primarily considered as Head and Father of the Son.

The sum then of what Methodius has there said is, that the Son

has a Father, and that the Father has none. What Catholic

would ever scruple to assert the same thing? No one ever

doubted but that the Father alone was avap^os, the Son not

&vapxos in this sense u.

3. You object, thirdly, the following words, (for I see not the

1 See ray Defence, vol. i. p. 35s, p. 563. Damascen. de Fid. lib. i.

&c. cap. 11. p. 42.

u Vid. Gregor. Naz. Orat. xxxv.
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tense,) " Methodius adds that these words might be congruously

" applied to him, (the Son,) In the beginning God created the

" heaven and the earth ; and those of Solomon, The Lord created

" me the beginning of his ways." Now what can an English

reader make of these two passages, as you have represented

them and tacked them together ? From the last of them,

I suppose, he is to understand that the Son was created, ac

cording to Methodius. But then what will he make of the

text out of Genesis? Is he to understand that the Son was

created with the heavens and the earth, in the beginning? So

one might think, and you are very indifferent, I perceive, what

your English reader may apprehend, provided you may but

seem to have something to say, and something that may reflect

dishonour on the Son of God. As to the passage in Genesis,

Methodius interprets iv apxfj, (which we render in the begin

ning,) in the Principle ; understanding by Principle God the Son,

in whom all things were created, according to St. Paul, Coloss. i.

17. Now since, according to Methodius, all things whatever

were created in the ap\fj, i. e. in God the Son, it is plain that he

exempts him from the number of creatures. As to the other

text, out of Solomon's Proverbs, you have, without any ground

or warrant from Methodius, rendered l/cntre created, instead of

appointed or constituted. The meaning probably is, according to

Methodius, that the Father appointed, or constituted, God the

Son as the dpx*)> the principium, foundation, or head over all

creatures. This kind of construction of that place of the Pro

verbs, appears to have been known and received in the Church

some time before Methodius ; as is plain from Dionysius of

Rome1, his comment upon the text : which was afterwards coun

tenanced byEusebiusy and other Catholic writers2. Athena-

goras, much earlier than any of them, must have understood the

text nearly in the same sense. For after he had declared ex

pressly against the Son's being made or created, asserting his

* "Emer* yap (vravSa anov<rr(ov 1 Non enim ita sapientiam suam

arri tov tiriorrjo'f toIs vjf avrov ytyo- condidit, quasi aliquando Bine sapi-

mmtiv tpyoit, y*yov6o~i Si it avrov tov entia fuerit Hoc initium habeat

vim. Dionys. Rom. apud Athanas. sapientia Dei quod de Deo processit

p. 332. ad creanda omnia tarn cselestia quam

t 'hpx'w Si rS>v oXav wro Kvpiov tov terrena ; non quo coeperit esse in Deo.

avrov iraTpbs KaraTtraypivof tov «ti- Creata est ergo sapientia. imo genita,

<m> trravS' <bri roC *artTa£tv, fj kotc- non sibi qua? semper erat, sed his quae

ttptifiirov. Euseb. Eccl Theol. ab ea fieri oportebat. Pseud-Ambros.

lib. iii. p. 151. A Fid. Ortk. cap. ii. p. 349.
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procession from the Father to be a kind of substratum or support

for the world of creatures to subsist in, receiving from thence

their proper forms, order, and perfection ; he immediately cites

this text out of the Proverbs, as confirming his sentiments*.

To return to Methodius : he barely cites the text to prove that

Christ was prior to the creation, and that all creatures had their

subsistence in him. He is not so particular in explaining the

sense of Ixuo-e, as Dionysius of Home, or Eusebius : but it is

more than probable that he understood it much in the same

sense. Certain it is, that your construction of him is entirely

unwarranted; and not only so, but contradictory to the author's

known principles elsewhere. Upon the whole, you have not

been able to answer Bishop Bull's citations out of Methodius,

nor to make good your own pretences against Mothodius's or

thodoxy. Instead of taking off one misconstruction which I had

charged you with, you have only added to it : and have been so

far from acquitting yourself of your first offence, that you have

more than doubled it.

IV. A fourth thing which I charged b upon you, was a mis

representation and misconstruction c of a passage in Dr. Caved.

I blamed you for insinuating as if Dr. Cave had said or meant,

that many or most of the Ante-Nicene Fathers were against the

divinity and eternity of Christ. That you really intended to in

sinuate as much is confessed in your Reply, where you tell me

(p. 26.) that "the natural import of the words'" (Dr. Cave's words)

" contains a full confutation of the whole design of my book,

" which is to prove that all the Ante-Nicene Fathers maintained

" the consubstantiality of the Son with the Father, and tho

" eternal generation of the Son."

I have not mistaken then as to the matter of fact, that you

really did insinuate what I had charged you with. That you

was to blame for so doing, will easily be made appear as plainly

as the other. Two things I before observed ; 1 st, That Dr.

Cave's words ought not, without a manifest necessity, to have

been interpreted to a sense directly opposite to his well known

and often declared sentiments : 2nd, That there was no such

manifest necessity in the case before us; but rather some pro-

■ Vid. Athenag. cap. x. p. 38, 39,

b Defence of Queries, vol. i. p.512.

c Whitby, Disquis. Mod. p. 97.

A Cave, Histor. Liter, vol. i. p. 1 12.
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bable grounds, even from the passage itself, for interpreting

Dr. Cave's words otherwise than you have done. Now as to Dr.

Cave's real sentiments, relating to the faith of the Ante-Nicene

writers, I appeal to the passages appearing in the margin*.

You may there see that Dr. Cave looked upon the eternity of

the Son as part of the Christian faith from the very infancy of

the Church ; that it had been constantly taught by the Catholic

Fathers ; and that none but mere strangers to antiquity could

make any question of it : that the most effectual way to confute

Arians, &c. is, after Scripture, to appeal to the constant universal

consent of the ancients; with more to the same purpose. Is

this the man whom you quote on your side? I may add that

bis Apologetical Epistle runs much upon this topic, to vindicate

the primitive Fathers against such aspersions as you, among

others, are too apt to throw upon them : and there needs

nothing more to shew that he was perfectly in my sentiments as

to that particular, and directly opposite to yours. You may

say, perhaps, that Dr. Cave was inconsistent with himself ; and

at different times, upon different occasions, asserted repugnant

propositions. But, with submission, I think it a piece of justice

e sEternitatem Filii, ejusque avvftpo-

fiov r§ ipxj to Aat (quemadmodum

non inscite loquitur Cyrillus Alexan-

drinus) concurrentem cum paterno

principio existentiam, constanter do-

cuisse Catholicos Patres, antiquitatis

ecclesiasticae rudis plane sit oportet

qui nescire potest ; nec pluribus jam

probare opus est quod cumulate pra?-

stiterunt alii. Hanc ecclesiae fidem

ab ipsis Christianismi primordiis tra-

ditam, et perpetuo conservatam, omni

quo potuerunt nisu totisque viribus

oppugnarunt Ariani. Cav. Diss. 3.

ad cole. Hist. Lit. p. 79.

Liquet, non esse efficaciorem ha-

reses refutandi rationem, quam si post

allegatam SS. Scriptune auctoritatem,

constantem et vniversalem veterum

consensum ad patres nostras advoce-

rnus. Ezpertus est id Theodosius

Imperator an. 383. quando Catholicos

Episcopos cum Arianis, Macedonianis,

Eunomianis, coacta synodo, confligere

▼ellet ; suadebat potius Nectario et

Agellio, qui ipsum coneuluerant, Si-

ut interrogarent hareticos

m admitterent illos doctores

interpretes Scripturarum, qui

WATERLAND, VOL. n.

ante ecelegise dissidium floruissent.

Cav. Ep. Apol. p. 22. Vid. etiam p. 17.

Monebo tantum, in Patrum Scriptis

Dogmata Philosophica afidei articulis

probe esse distinguenda. In his, S.

Literis et Catholieas traditioni strictius

se alligant, et in Rki Summa omnes

conveniunt: in illis majori utuntur

libertate, et opiniones ssepius adhibent

quae in philosophorum scholis venti-

lari solebant; quin et in explicandis

fidei mysteriis quandoque voces e

schola Platonica petitas admovent, sed

ad Christianum sensum accommoda-

tas. Ibid. p. 48.

Profiteatur (J. Clericus) se cum

Ecclesia Catholica agnoscere, Deum

esse essentia unum, Personis trinum,

nempe Unitatem in Trinitate, et Tri-

nitatem in Unitate se colere ac vene-

rari ; credere se, Jesum Christum ve-

rum esse et aternum Dei Filium, Patri

vero Spoovirtov, et awatdwv tunc

demnm intelligemus fidem ejus in

principibus his doctrina? Christianae

capitibus, rectam esse, orthodoxam,

et tarn sacrae Scriptune, quam prima re

antiquitaticoagraam. Cav.Ep.Apolog.

p. 107.
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due to every author, especially one that has bore a character in

the learned world, to suppose otherwise of him, till it can be

evidently made appear, that he has contradicted in one place

what he had laid down in another. If there be any room left

for a favourable and candid interpretation, it ought to be

admitted. I before observed to you, that there was no manifest

necessity of interpreting that passage of Dr. Cave, as you do.

He recounted about seven errors of Lactantius, referring to

others unnamed : and in those, he says, many of the ancients

concurred with him. By in those, he might possibly mean in

some or other of ttmn, not in every single particular. To make

it the more probable that he really meant no more, I observed

that de divinitate stood as a distinct article, and might be

construed of the Deity. Lactantius held very absurd notions of

the Deity, as great errors as any could be. Could Dr. Cave take

notice of many smaller slips, and never allude to those which

were the greatest of all? And yet you cannot pretend to say

that many, or indeed any of the primitive Fathers concurred

with Lactantius in those errors concerning the Deity. From

whence I justly concluded that the words in quibus, were not to

be strictly understood of all and singular the errors noted.

To this you reply, that Lactantius says of God, that he is

the Father of all things, " whose beginning cannot be compre-

" hended as if this were all that Lactantius had said. Does

he not plainly assert that God had a beginning, and that he

made himself* ? You observe further, that this is fully explained

by himself lib. ii. cap. 8. where he says, " God only who is not

" made, is from himself, as we shewed in the first book." And

what if he speaks right here ? Does it follow that he has not

said what he really has said in another place I Besides, if you

please to admit the same candour of interpreting one place by

another, I can shew you also where he has spoke very orthodoxly

of God the SonB ; and can as easily acquit him of the charge of

heresy with respect to God the Son, as you can acquit him of

the like charge in respect of God the Father. In a word, his

errors and contradictions in both points are visible enough : and

give me leave to think that Dr. Cave might see them ; and might

1 Verum quia fieri non potest quin sit procreatus. Deus ipse se fecit.
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allude to one in the article de divinitate, and to the other in the

words, de aterna Filii existentia. For, surely, otherwise he

would not have put de and de, but would rather have expressed

it as one article, thus ; de divinitate atque ceterna existentia Filii ;

and then have proceeded with another de, to a new article.

Upon the whole, you can never make good your point from this

passage of Dr. Cave, which is not only capable of a different

construction from yours, but most naturally and most probably

requires it.

You would insinuate (Reply, p. 30.) from another passage of

Dr. Cave, where he is speaking of Origen, that Origen's supposed

errors relating to the Trinity were not, in Dr. Cave's judgment,

contrary to any *' article of the Church, or Apostolical tradi-

" tions :" which again is doing that good man a second injury,

instead of making satisfaction for the first. Dr. Cave does not

say that his supposed errors relating to the Trinity were not

contrary to " any article of the Church but only that many

of Origen's censured opinions were not : and what sort of opin

ions Dr. Cave meant, he himself tells us in the very place refer

red toh ; namely, " intricate questions that had been canvassed

" only in the schools of the philosophers, and some notions of

" his own invention that were minus commoda, not so just or

" accurate as they should be." Now what is this to our present

purpose ? See the passages of Dr. Cave before cited, sufficiently

shewing that he thought the doctrine of the Trinity to be a fun

damental " article of the Church," and an " apostolical tra-

" dition." But I am weary of attending you through so many

trifling pretences. To conclude this head : the most that can

be made out of Dr. Cave's expressions, here or elsewhere, is no

more than this, that some of the Ante-Nicene Fathers, in some

places of their works, expressed themselves sometimes improperly,

incautiously, or, it may be, now and then dangerously, in respect

of the doctrine of the Trinity, before the meaning of terms was

adjusted and settled ; and those articles reduced to a more

certain and more accurate form of expression. In the sum of the

matter, in the main doctrine, the Ante-Nicene Fathers were

agreed. This was Dr. Cave's real judgment; as may be seen

by his own words before cited : and, I suppose, he may be

allowed to be his own best interpreter. He was not only in

h Histor. Liter, vol. i. p. 77.

Q 2
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those sentiments, but zealous for them, being a true lover and

admirer of the primitive Fathers. How would the good man

have been filled with indignation to have found his name and

his authority made use of, to such purposes as you have done !

But enough.

V. I charged' you further as reporting falsely, that the titles

of tov Ttavros woij/rijy, and t&v oKav brjuiovpybs, (that is, Creator

or Framer of the universe,) were such as the writers of the

second century always distinguished the Father from the Son by.

I was indeed so tender in this point, as not absolutely to charge

this falsehood upon you : but I observed that either this must

have been your meaning, or else you had made a very trifling

observation. Those words of yours on which I grounded my

remark, I have now thrown into the margin's for every Latin

reader to judge of. You defend yourself (Reply, p. i6.) with

these words : " The words of Athenagoras there cited are these ;

" One unbegotten and eternal Maker of all things. By which epi-

" thets, <$•<;. Now of these epithets thus joined, my words are

" certainly true ; nor had the Doctor any right to separate what

" I had thus joined." One can hardly forbear smiling at this

invented answer. If what you now pretend was really your

meaning, how came you to say epithets, in the plural, rather

than epithet, in the singular ? Why did you distinguish the

several epithets with commas? Again, why did you take such

particular notice of per quern, by whom, which you say was

attributed to the Son, to distinguish him from him that was

omnium opifex, Maker of all things f Does not your sense here,

and your sense in what went before, (as I have represented it,)

answer to each other, like two tallies, exactly ? I defy any man

that reads your words in the Latin, to understand you other

wise. But if you will needs have it that you intended only to say

that the epithet of " one unbegotten and eternal Maker of all

" things" was peculiar to the Father, in the second century, you

shall have the honour of making a shrewd observation, when

you tell me in what century downwards to this day, that epithet

1 Defence of Queries, vol.i. p. 513. Quibus epithetis istius sseculi Scrip-

k Ex quibus omnibus, ex Athe- tores Deum Patrem a Filio semper

nagorse sententia, Deum ilium unum distinguebant, Deumque Filium ab

alium fuisse quam Deum ingenitum, docuerunt, quod sit ille per quern, aut

aHernum, roS marrbt marr)i», t&p 5\av cujus ministerio Pater fecit omnia.

Srjfiiovpybv, omnium opificem, liquet. \\ hitby, Disq. Modest, p. 60.
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has not been peculiar to the Father as much as then. I before

left you the alternative, either of being found trifling in a peculiar

manner, or making a false report ; and so I do still. One might

think, by what follows in your Reply to this article, that you

had a mind to own the report, and to vindicate it from the charge

of falsehood.

You say, Justin Martyr made a " difference between the word

" iroir)TT)s and brjfiiovpyos ;" and a little after, that he always

" speaketh of the Son as being another, not from the brjp.iovpybs,

" the Builder, Framer, or Artificer, but airb tov hoitjtov tov nav-

" tos, or r&v 5\tav, from the Maker of all things," Reply, p. 1 7,

18. However that be, I shewed you plainly, from three express

testimonies', that Irenseus, of the same century with Justin,

made no such difference. The Son is irowjrTjs t&v itavriov, Maker

of all things, according to Irenseus, over and over, in as full and

strong words as the Father himself can be : so that your remark,

as to the writers of the second century, has no truth in it. What

you observe of Justin, is not strictly true. He tells usm indeed,

that Plato made a difference between 7ro»jrj}j and Srjfuovpybs,

understanding by the former one that makes a thing from nothing,

and by the latter one that frames any thing out of preexistmt

matter. Justin takes notice of this, in order to shew that Plato's

inferior gods must be corruptible, upon Plato's own principles :

for the great God is styled by Plato, not iroir;r^s, but brfp-iovpybs

of the other Gods. Consequently they were made of matter,

which is corruptible, and therefore are corruptible themselves.

What is this to the purpose we are upon? Or how does it ap

pear that Justin himself always observed Plato's distinction ?

Besides that if he did, it is certain that Justin Martyr supposes

God the Son to be noirfrfis, or Maker of man, whom he calls the

-oiqfxa. creature of Christ". And there is no reason to doubt,

but that he supposed him to be as truly iroirpTjy, Maker of all

other things, according to the constant doctrine of the Church

in that very century, as appears from Irenseus, Clemens of Alex

andria, and others.

You go on, in pursuance of your first mistake, to observe,

that " brjuiovpybs being of an inferior sense to that of ttoitjttjj

" t»j> oXwv, it is no wonder that the Fathers sometimes give it

1 See my Defence, vol. i. p. 383, m Just. Mart. Parsen. p. 91. Ox. ed.

384. n Just. Mart. Dial. p. 187. Jeb.
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" to the Son under one of these distinctions, where they say

" with Origen the Father is irpuroy brjpuovpybs, the first or chief

" Worker, the Son is so in a secondary sense." This is writing

just as if you had never seen the Fathers. I repeat it, that

Irenseus gives both those titles indifferently to God the Son, as

do other Fathers after him ; which you might have seen in my

Defence, vol. i. p. 384. Yet you are loath to admit even so

much as brip.iovpybs to have been applied to the Son, except

with a distinction ; quoting, I would say misquoting, Origen, to

countenance your pretences. If you please to look again into

Origen", the word is irpdrus, not rtp&jos, signifying not that the

Father is the first Worker, as if there were two workers, but that

he is primarily Creator. And, what ruins all your fine airy spe

culations at once, Origen, in that very place, asserts the Son

votfjcrai (not bt)ixwvpy(li>) tov Koafxov, to make, not frame only, the

world : which is as much as if he had called him tov Koo-pxtv, or

tG>V 5\<t>V TTOlTJTrj'S.

You quote Eusebius as styling the Father anivrmv br)p.iovpybt,

the Son curios bevrtpos. You should have remembered that the

same Eusebius styles the Son 6 ptyas tS>v oKu>v brjp.iovpy6sP.

Had this been applied to the Father instead of the Son, what

speculations might we not have expected upon the force of 6

ptyas, the great Creator! You forget also that Eusebius

scruples not to use the title of voir]TT)s tQv o\u>v, Maker of all

things, speaking of the Son; as I observed in my Defence*).

This is directly against you : and if there be some expressions

in Eusebius which we neither approve nor vindicate; so there

are many others that you cannot approve, or make consistent

with your principles: quotations therefore from Eusebius will

signify little on either side. What you produce (Reply, p. 18.)

out of Methodius has been solidly answered by Bishop Bull r.

You next cite Tatian as a true disciple of Justin Martyr,

saying, that " matter is produced bub tov vdunmv brjpMrvpyov,

" from the Maker of all things, but the Son was iavr<p rijj/ vKrjv

" bqpnovpyrjaas, Worker of this matter." But sure the dUctple

was strangely forgetful of his masters distinction between iiotjjTtjs

and brjp.iovpy6s : otherwise, when he was talking of God'sproducing

matter, he should have styled him Trowjrijs, not b^ovpyoi. And

0 Origen. contr. Cels. p. 317. 1 Defence of Queries, vol. i. p. 383.

p Euseb. Eccl. H. lib. x. cap. 4. r Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. p. 165.

p. 316.
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you are as forgetful of what you had said but the page before :

otherwise you should have made the Father no more than

Worker of the matter, as well as the Son ; because of the word

brniwvpyos. See how strangely you are bewildered in your ob

servations, confuting and contradicting yourself. Nothing

succeeds with you ; and I will venture to predict that nothing

will, so long as you are espousing the cause of heresy, in oppo

sition to the faith of the Catholic Church.

VI. I charged you, sixthly, with three misrepresentations

together: one relating to Basil, the other two to Athanasius9.

Basil you represented as declaring against Unity of essence,

where he intended nothing but against unity of Person. To

which you make answer, (p. 21,) that you "dived not into

" Basil's intentions, but cited his words fairly, viz. that the

" Sabellian doctrine was corrected by the word consubstantial."

A pretty way this, to cite authors without considering whether

they intended any thing to the purpose they are cited for, or no.

You cited 'Basil, to prove that two things consubstantial make

two essences ; whereas Basil meant no more than that they make

two Persons. This you call fairly citing his words. You mean,

I suppose, that you fairly transcribe his words, at the same

time very unfairly perverting his sense.

As to Athanasius, I observed that you understood what he

had said against the ifioioiowv, as if it had been said against

the onoowiov, betwixt which two that accurate Father always

carefully distinguished. To this you reply, that you cited

Athanasius to confirm this proposition, that " they who say the

" essence of the Son is like or equal to that of the Father, do

" by that ascribe to him another numerical essence from that of

" the Father." I perceive you do not yet understand a syllable

of what Athanasius was speaking about. See his meaning ex

plained in my Defence, vol. i. p. 513. Athanasius is so far from

supposing like and equal to be equivalent, or even consistent,

that he denies that essence to be equal, which is only like ; and

he is not observing that either an equal or a like essence must be

another numerical essence, but that an essence which is only

like to divine, must be an inferior essence. It is very strange,

that after a key had been given you to that passage in Atha

nasius, you should still go on, as before, to confound yourself

" See my Defence, vol. i. p. 513. 1 Disquisit. Mod. p. 32. Prsef.
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and your readers. As to the other misrepresentation of Atha-

nasius, whom you suppose an assertor of numerical identity,

(which is making him a Sabellian, according to your sense of

numerical,) as to this charge upon you, you are pleased to say

never a word. That therefore stands as it did.

VII. In the next place, I blamed you for representing

Barnabas's epistle, iv v6Bois, interpreting it spurious, though

that be not the sense of iv voOois, as it lies in Eusebius. To

this you make answer, (p. 20,) that you " neither there nor

" elsewhere interpret those words at all." This is another

instance wherein you appear to be more unkind to yourself,

than I had been to you. You declare, p. 1 9. of your Disquisi

tions, that Barnabas's epistle was by the ancients held for

spurious. This false assertion appeared to have some colour,

supposing that you interpret iv v6dois in Eusebius, to mean

spurious : but without that, you have made a misreport of the

ancients, and have no pretence at all for it. Shew me what

ancients, or where they reckoned Barnabas's epistle spurious"-

If you choose rather to have it thought that you have told us

an untruth without any colour for it, than with any, be it so : I

was willing to put the most candid construction upon the thing ;

and I shall do so still, if you will give me leave. For I observe,

that after you had said "that Eusebius ranked this epistle iv

voOois, you immediately subjoin these words, " Cotelerius con-

" fesses that he inclines to the opinion of those who think it is

" not the Apostle's." Now, this is so very like commenting on

the phrase, iv v6dots, just going before, that hardly one reader

in a hundred could ever suspect that you understood by iv vo

Oois any thing else but spurious; that is, falsely ascribed to

Barnabas. In a word, it seems to me very much the same

thing, whether you interpret a passage thus, or whether you

lead your reader into such interpretation : the reader is equally

deceived either way. However, if you insist upon it, that you

neither interpreted the words at all, nor intended to lead your

reader into any such interpretation, I acquiesce ; provided only

that you give us any tolerable account of your saying that this

epistle was looked upon as spurious by the ancients.

u Certe quicquid de hac epistola " stolam Barnaba? non tribuerit ; ne-

nostro constanter ascribunt veteres. " earn setatem non ferat." Cav. Histor.

" Nemo certe fuit," inquit 6 iravv Lilerar. vol. i. p. 1 1 .

Ccstriensis noster, *' qui hanc Epi- * Disq. Mod. p. 9.

dicant recentiores critici, earn Barnabas
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VIII. The next thing which I found fault withy was, your

partial account of the ancient doxologies1-. To this you reply,

(p. 19,) that you " freely acknowledge your account of the pri-

" mitive doxologies to be imperfect, as wanting the doxologies

" of St. Paul and St. Jude, which are the best rule and standard

" of doxologies.1' What ! better than St. John's or St. Peter's 2

But this it is to aim at wit. You may please to remember that

we were not talking of the Scripture-doxologies, but of those

which are to be met with in the writings of the Fathers. You

had told us in your Disquisitions a notorious untruth, that the

Fathers of the first and second century never used that form of

doxology which has been especially called Catholic ; but that the

Arian form had obtained among the early Fathers. This false

account I softly called a partial account ; to be as tender of you

as possible. It is well known that /xera or avv, in doxologies, is

the same as if the particle koX be used to connect the Persons :

and all such forms come under the name of Catholic, as opposed

to such forms as have only 6ul or iv : because, though either of

those forms may indifferently be used, and have been used by

Catholics both in former and latter times : yet after the Arians

had perverted one to an ill sense, the Catholics chose, for the

most part, to make use of the other. Now of those called

Catholic forms, I referred to Polycarp's", the Church of

Smyrna's^ and Clemens's of Alexandria0, all within the two first

centuries, and standing evidences of the falsehood of your report,

supposing you meant that neither fitra, nor avv, nor koL, were

applied in doxologies to the Son or Holy Ghost. Indeed, if any

of them are applied to either of those two Persons, it is a

contradiction to the Arian pretence that neither of them should

be glorified with the Father, but the Father glorified in or by

them. You tell me, by way of Reply, (p. 20,) " that the words

" of Polycarp, and the Church of Smyrna, comparing the varia-

" tion of copies, are certainly against me." How certainly ?

I know of no variation there is with respect to tho Church of

1 Defence of Queries, vol. i. p. 514.

1 Diaq. Mod. p. 33.

* M#a ot aot Kat irvrvpari ayleo fj

tita, &c. Polycarp.

" Mf ov o"d£a Toi 6(w Kat narpi Ka\

ayitf iryfvfiart. Ecctes. Smyrn.

' Tut fiovta irarpt Kat vlo). 1 ia> jcai

nnrpi, iraitayarym <cai StSacrxaXu via,

avv Kat ry ay'im irvev/iaTi' vavra ra> iv\

iv to Ta iravra. it bv rrt iravra iv, Ot ov

to ait. ov ftcX>j iravrfs. ov S6£a, alavts'

niivra ra <iyti8a>, wdirra ru xdky, noma

tg> O"O0«, to) biKattp Ta noma' 10 17 od^a

xat vvv Kat tts tovs alavas. Clem. Alex.

Padag. lib. iii. p. 311. Ox. cd.



234 AN ANSWER
<■

Smyrna's: Eusebius's copy being but an abstract, wants the

latter part of the epistle. As to the variation of Polycarp's, it

cannot be pretended to make any thing certain against me,

unless it be certain that Eusebius's reading be the better of the

two ; which is by no means probable. Besides, that at the

worst, avv is applied to the Son, even in Eusebius's copy : I

suppose you do not insist upon the variation of your own

contriving. Besides these, Clemens's doxology will still stand

good against you, and St. Basil's testimony concerning the

doxologies of the earlier centuries'1, though the doxologies pro

duced by him reach no higher up than the beginning of the

third. But the subject of doxologies having been accurately

handled of late by others, I shall content myself with referring

to their learned and useful tracts upon ite.

IX. I censured your account of Justin Martyr, as being one

continued misrepresentation f. I considered what I said ; and

shall now justify my censure. You are pleased, indeed, to put

on a more than usual air of assurance upon this occasion. The

brightest evidence of truth is what you pretend to, (p. 31.) You

resolve to vindicate yourself from this false imputation, and to

make me sensible of my conduct ; that I have very artificially,

very falsely represented Justin Martyr, (p. 31.) have been guilty

of pious frauds and notorious artifice, (p. 37.) such artifice and

fraud as you have seldom met with, (ibid.) A crowd offaUhoods

and misrepresentations you charge upon me, (p. 40.) Yet, after

all these big words and fine flourishes, (the feeble vaunts of a

desperate cause that needs them,) I will venture to refer the

matter in dispute to any man of tolerable capacity and moderate

skill in the learned languages. I intimated in my Defence

(vol. i. p. 526.) the drift and design of Justin Martyr's Dialogue,

of that part which we are now principally concerned with. It

was to shew that there was a divine Person, one who was really

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and was not the Father,

but was the Logos, or Christ. This account of Justin I will first

demonstrate to be true and right ; and next shew how easy it

is to take off all your boasted reasons, or rather cavils, to the

contrary.

d Basil, de Sp. S. cap. xxix. p. 218, Second Review by the same band.

332. BishopofLondon's Letter defended.

c Seasonable Review of Mr.Whis- By a Believer,

ton's Account ofprimitive Doxologies. f Defence of Queries, vol. i. p. 514.



TO DR. WHITBY'S REPLY. 235

1. Justin Martyr observes, in the beginning of his Dialogue?,

that the Christians acknowledged no other God than the Jews

did. " There never will be, O Trypho, nor ever was since the

" world began, another God (oAAos ©eos) besides the Maker and

'•' Disposer of the universe : nor do we imagine that ours is one

" God and yours another ; but it is one and the same, that

" brought your Fathers out of Egypt with a mighty hand and

" stretched out arm : nor do we rest our hopes in any other (for

" there is none other) but in him whom you hope in, the God

" of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.1' From hence may be seen

how far Justin is from asserting two Gods. There is not, ac

cording to him, nor ever was, nor will be, aWos Qebs, another

God besides the God of the Jews, the God of Abraham, Isaac,

and Jacob. Thus far he and Trypho were agreed.

2. It was agreed likewise between Justin and Trypho, that

one certain Person, the same that created the world, and who

is often spoke of in the Old Testament, as Creator of the uni

verse; who was owned by the Jews under that title, and by

Christians more especially under the name of Fatlier ; I say, it

was agreed that that Person was God of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob.

3. Justin Martyr, over and above, asserts that that Person

had another Person with him, a real and proper Son ; which

Son was also God and Lord, and God of Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob. This was the chief matter in debate between Justin

and Trypho ; and upon which Justin Martyr spends many pages

in his Dialogue, alluding to it also elsewhere. Now, the main

point in dispute between you and me is, whether this was really

Justin's meaning or no. I must prove every syllable of what I

here assert ; and therefore must dwell the longer upon this

article. Justin, I say, asserts another Person, besides the Father,

to be really God, God of Abraham, &c. He maintains that

&\K6s ion ©tosh, or «Tcpos ©eos", another is God, which he else

where expresses by &K\os rhi, another who is God, besides the

Father ; which comes to the same as another Person besides the

Father. Instead of saying Father, he generally expresses it by

the title of Creator of all things ; the reason of which I conceive

to be, that both he and Trypho received him under that notion :

but under the notion of Father, in Justin's sense, he was not

s Justin. Mart. Dial. p. 34. Jeb. 1 Ibid. p. 158, 161, 164.

h Ibid. p. 147, 163. J Ibid. p. 161, 165.
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received by Trypho, the question betwixt them being chiefly

this; whether he was a Father in a proper sense, that is,

whether he had really a Son. Hence, I conceive, it is, that

Justin so often denotes the Father by the title of Maker ofall

things, rather than by the title of Father. Yet he does some

times make use of the title of Father, instead of the other. He

says in one place, ov\ 6 irarrip rjvk, instead of saying, o\>x 6 iroiTjr^y,

tG>v 5\a>v 1jv: which, though not so accurate while disputing

with a Jew, serves however to shew that those two titles were

only different expressions denoting the same Person. Justin, in

his first Apology, where he is again upon the same argument,

styles the Father, 6 irarrjp tS>v oKwv, Father of all things ; in the

same place censuring the Jews for not acknowledging that he

had a Son1, that is, not acknowledging him to be a Father, in a

peculiar and proper sense. This I take notice of to confirm

what I have already observed, that it was not proper for Justin,

in dispute with a Jew, to call the Father by a title which the

Jews did not own, but rather by another which was acknow

ledged on both sides; viz. Maker of all things, or however,

Father of all things, not Father simply. To proceed: Justin

asserts, and often inculcates, that this Maker, or Father of all

things, has a Sonm, an only-begotten Sonn, begotten before the

creation", begotten of himself", (Ik 0eoG, and l£ iavrov,) without

abscission or division?, strictly and properlyT (Mas and icvpUts) a

Son, and really (not nominally) distinct from hims. He asserts

further, and proves at large, that this very Son is really God,

not called God only, but is God1 : and Justin never says that he

is God by voluntary appointment, or as representative of the

Father ; but as Son of God, he is God. The same is God of

the Jews, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, according to

Justin. This last particular is what you and I chiefly differ

k Justin. Mart. Dial. p. 261.

• Just. Apol. i. p. 122.

m Justin. Mart. Dial. p. 296, 371.

n Ibid. p. 309.

0 Ibid. p. 183, 187, 295, 296, 364,

375> 395- Comp. Apol. i. p. 69, 90,

lot, 123. Apol. ii. p. 13.

p Justin. Dial. p. 183. Apol. i. p. 44.

<i Justin. Mart. Dial. p. 183, 373.

Comp. Parsen. p. 127.

1 Justin. Mart. Apol. i. p. 44, 46.

Apol. ii. p. 13.

• Justin. Dial. p. 373.

1 "Ecrri Kai X«'yrr<u 6e4t koi xvpiot

iTtpos vntp tov WQtrjTrjv Tav o\uv, or

Kai oyycXor jcaXcirat. Dial. p. 161.

'AyyfXor KaKovptvos Kai 0t6s vndp^uv,

p. 187. Qtds KaXcirm, xal 0cdr tart

icai form, p. 176. Stov ltr)(vp6v Kai

ITpOfTKVVTJTOV XpCOT^V OVTa fdfjXufft,

p. 231. Btov <prj(riD ftvai, p. 367.

u Just. Mart. Dial. p. 364, 366,

370,371. Apol. i. p. 123.
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upon ; and therefore I must be the more full and copious in the

proof of it.

It is a rule and maxim with Justin, that God the Father

never appeared; which, 1 suppose, I need not prove to you,

because you yourself contend for it, and in the title-page of your

Reply, recommend the determination of the Sirmian Synod in

anathematizing any that should say, the Father appeared to

Abraham. Please then to take notice, that Justin Martyr

quotes xExod. iii. 16. where it is said, "The Lord God of your

" fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared

" unto me, &c." These words Justin, upon his principles, must

have understood of Christ: he was the Lord God, the God

of Abraham, &c. who appeared. And indeed Justin quotes the

text for that very purpose, to prove that Christ is God. Soon

after he asks the company, whether they did not yet perceive

that he who appeared to Moses had declared himself to be the

God of Abrahamy, &c. This passage I before cited in my

Defence, (p. 296,) to prove that, according to Justin, Christ

himself was God of Abraham. This you complain of, very

ridiculously, (Reply, p. 37,) calling it a piece of artifice, and

I know not what, as if I had stopped where I ought not;

whereas it is impossible that Justin's words should have any

other meaning than that which I have given : the following

words in Justin are so far from confronting this sense, that they

do nothing more than repeat and confirm the same thing. For

after Justin had thus plainly asserted that Christ was God of

Abraham, &c. proving it from the text in Exodus; Trypho

objects, that possibly it might be an angel only that appeared,

and God (that is, God the Father) might speak to Moses

by that angel. To which Justin replies ; " Admit that both

" God and an angel were concerned in that appearance to Moses,

" as has been proved from the text cited ; yet, I insist upon it,

" that the Maker of all things was not the God (or that divine

" Person) who told Moses that he himself was God of Abraham,

" and God of Isaac, and God of Jacob ; but it was he of whom I

" have proved to you, that he appeared to Abraham, and

" to Jacob, administering to the will of the Maker of all

1 Just. Mart. Dial. p. 178, 179,

Comp. Dial. p. 366.

7 O avflpts vfvorfKOTt, \iyav, on op

Xryn Mnrqt ayytXov, ip irvpi <p\oyos

\(\a\t]Kf»ai avru, ofrot avror 6t6s &p

o-qpaivfi T<j> Moktci, on avrot iariv 6

Of us 'A&paap, koX 'laaaK, <cal 'iaxajS;

Just. Dial. p. 179.
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" things2.1' Justin goes on to prove this from the absurdity of

supposing that God the Father should appear in that manner :

upon which Trypho is convinced that he that appeared to

Abraham, and was called God and Lord, and was God, was not

the Maker of all things ; not God the Father, but another, who

was also an angel. Then Justin proceeds to give further proof,

that none appeared to Moses in the bush but he only, who

is called an angel, and is really God, namely, Christ the Son

of God. To these testimonies I shall subjoin one more out

of Justin's first Apology, which in English runs thus: "Now

" what was said to Moses out of the bush, I am the I AM, the

" God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of

" Jacob, and the God of thy fathers, denotes that they, though

" dead, are still in being, and are men of Christ himself*."

In this passage, Christ is plainly asserted to be the 6 tov, the /

am, or God of the Jews, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

By four express testimonies out of Justin, this momentous point

is established ; and the whole tenor of this Father's writings

confirms it. The sum then of Justin's doctrine is this : That

there is no other God besides the God of the Jews, the God of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob : that God the Father is God of the

Jews, God of Abraham, &c. that there is another besides the

Father, who is also God of the Jews, God of Abraham, &c. and

this other is the Logos, or Christ, the proper and only Son of the

Father, undivided and inseparable from him, though begotten of

him. The conclusion from all is, that Christ is God, and yet

not another God from the Father, but &\\os rls another Person

onlyb. This is Justin's true, genuine, certain doctrine, which

being thus proved and fixed, all your pretences to the con

trary drop at once. However, that I may not seem to neglect

any thing you have to say, I shall briefly examine your objec

tions one by one.

i. One is, that Justin often speaks of ©fos trtpos vapa tov

voit)Ti)v t&p 5\a>v, another God besides the Maker of all things.

1 Ov% offo»ijri)f TavoXavtrrrai 0*6t 6 Kai 6 Sfor 'lo-aax, Kai 6 Ocof 'Iano/S,

T<u Maxr<< «Vw aMtv fivai B<bv 'Afipa- Kat 6 Brie ra>v wartpav crou, OTjpavrtKov

6fi, Kal 6t6v 'WaaK, Kat Q(6v 'IaKffi/9, tov Kai dnodavovrat (Ktlvovi )itvfiv, «tnl

dk\'6airoSfi)(8f\tituv&(f>6aiTw'Affpaap tlvai airrov rov Xpia-rov avOpitnovs.

Kai rm 'laKo>0,ijj tov itocijtoO toiv o\av Just. Apol. i. p. 133. Ox.

6tKj)orti vnriprri>v. Ibid. p. 180. b See my Sermons, p. 141, &c. of

» To Si tiprifitvov tK (iaTov this volume.

Ma>o-ft, f'ya (ifu 6 t>v 6 ©for 'A/Spaa/i,
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But I have shewn, from Justin's own interpretation, (besides

that in strict propriety the words require no more,) that the

meaning is only this, that there is &XXos tis, another who is God;

besides him whom both sides acknowledged under the title

of Maker of all things; that is, besides him whom Christians

call the Father. Justin then meant only that there is another

Person besides the Father, who is also God. To this you

except0, that the word Person, or Hypostasis, was not known to

Justin. And what if he uses not the word, might he not

without the word assert the thing ? 'AXAos rh really signifies,

and is rightly rendered, another Person. But you except further,

that Justin does not only say ?repos, another, but apiOjxia tTtpoy,

another in number ; and how can Father and Son be numerically

the same God, if they be numerically differing ? To which I

answer, that they are different Persons, numericalhj different :

and that this was really Justin's sense is manifest from his

opposing the word, dpifyuS trtpov, another thing in number,

to that which dromon p.6vov dpid/ieiTai, only differs nominally, not

reallyd. He did not intend to say that Father and Son were

two Gods, but only that they were more than two names of

the same thing ; as some heretics taught, before Sabellius. In

this sense, none of the Post-Nicene writers ever denied that

the Son is aptdfito hepos, or irtpov n, another, or another thing,

really distinct from the Fathere. The same way of speaking you

will find in the Church as low as Damascene But you say,

(Mod. Disquis. p. 29,) that the Post-Nicene Fathers guarded

their expressions by the word hypostasis, which Justin does not.

And what if the disputes which happened after Justin's time

made it necessary to guard such expressions, as having been

used formerly without offence, came at length to be perverted

to an ill meaning ? There is nothing strange in this. It is well

observed by the judicious and learned Du-Pin, speaking indeed

of Theognostus, but the remark is applicable to others of

the ancients, who may claim the like favour of interpretation.

" Photius," says he, " has wrongfully accused Theognostus to

" have erred concerning the divinity of the Son, upon the score

c Disquis. Mod. p. 39. Arabr. de Fid. lib. iii. cap. 15. Greg.

a Vid. Justin. Dial. p. 373. Nyss. Cat. Orat. cap. 1.

« Basil. Ep. 300. p. 1070. Athan. f Vid. Damaacen. lib. i. cap. 6. lib.

Orat. ir. p. 619. Contr. Sabell. p. 41. iii. cap. 6.

Cyril. Alex. Thesaur. p. 60, 110.
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" of a few expressions that did not agree with those of his own

" age ; without taking notice that though the ancients have

" spoken differently as to this point, yet the foundation of the

" doctrine was always the same ; and that it is an horrid injustice

" to require them to speak as nicely, and with as much pre-

" caution, as those that lived after the birth and condemnation

" of heresies." In a word, though Justin has not used the like

guards with the Post-Nicene writers, since he had not the like

occasions ; yet his sense, without any such guards, is plain

enough to any man that duly weighs and considers it.

2. You pretend from Justin, (Disq. Mod. p. 33.) that Christ

is not Maker of all things. But this you can never prove out of

Justin : for all that Justin meant, by distinguishing Christ from

the Maker of all things, was only this, that Christ is not that

Person, ordinarily and eminently styled Maker of all things ; that

is, he is not the Father himself, as some heretics pretended, and

as the Jews in effect taught, by applying these texts to God the

Father, which Justin interprets of God the Son.

3. You object that Christ does nothing of his own power.

This is no where said by Justin of Christ, considered in his

highest capacity. Justin indeed admits that both the power and

substance of the Son is derived from the Father. But this is a

different thing from saying that Christ did nothing by his own

power. The Father's power is his power, Christ's own power.

4. You object (Disq. Mod. p. 30, 33.) that Christ is no more

than the chiefpower, (itpwr) hvvapj.?,) after the chief God, p.€ra rbv

TipStTov 0eoV. But Justin no where puts those words together

as you have done. He does indeed say, that the Son is the

principal Power after (that is, next in order to) the Fat/ier of all

thingsS : which is no more than to say, that he is the next Person

to the Father, as all allow. What inference can you draw from

thence against our principles ? As to the words irp&rof Geos,

chief God, it is Plato's expression, and, as such, cited by

Justin h.

5. You object that Christ " hath all that he hath from the

«' Father." This is true, and acknowledged by all Catholics,

before and after the Nicene Council, from Justin1 down to

Damascenk.

- s Justin. Mart. Apol. i. p. 66. xai xvpla, Km Qt6. Just. Dial. p. 374.

h Justin. Apol. i. p. 114. k Uavra ovu ocra ixel & v'°s *^

' A'nos airnu tov (ivat, Kat bvvarw, nvtvpa « tov irarpbs *Xtl> Ka^ ovrb rb
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6. You object that, according to Justin, (Disq. p. 33.)

" Christ could not be saved but by the help of God." This is

spoke of Christ, in respect of his humanity ; and brought in

among the proofs of Christ& being a maw1. And it was suitable

to Christ's humble state on earth, for an example and lesson

to other men, to refer all to God.

7. You object that Christ is " manifestly distinguished from

" the God of Abraham." But this is manifestly false, in your

sense of it. Christ is plainly God of Abraham, according to

Justin ; as hath been before shewn. You may say, if you please,

that the Father is distinguished from the God of Abraham ;

which is true, as he is distinguished from the Son, who is God

of Abraham : in like manner, I presume, we may allow that the

Son is distinguished from the God of Abraham, and leave you to

make your utmost advantage of it. You observe, that when the

Son is distinguished from the God of Abraham, there is added,

" besides whom there is no other God." From thence you may

learn, that though the Son be God of Abraham, as well as the

Father, yet there are not two Gods of A braham : the Son is not

another God of Abraham, but another Person only.

8. You object further, (Disq. Mod. p. 27, 33,) that Christ

" would not suffer himself to be called good, but remitted that

" title to the Father onlym." You should have added, as Justin

does in the same place, that Christ was a " worm, and no man,

" the scorn of men, and the outcast of the people :" and then

the reader would have seen plainly what Justin was talking

about.

9. You object that Christ is not " called God by Justin, on

" account of his having the Fathers essence communicated to

" him, but because of his being begotten of him before the cre-

" ation :" that is, Justin haa not said it in terms, though he has

in sense. To be the proper Son of the Father, and to be begotten

of him inseparably, and without division, (which is Justin's doc

trine,) is the same thing as to have the nature or essence of the

Father communicated to him. This is clear from Justin's simi

litudes and illustrations". For, I suppose, one fire lighted of

another is of the same nature with that other : and thus it is,

thai. Damasc. de Fid. Orth. lib. i. Comp. 303.

cap. 10. m Ibid. p. 298.

> Vid. Just. Mart. Dial. p. 298. " Vid. Justin. Dial. p. 183, 373.

WATKKLAXD, VOL. II. K
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that the Nicene Fathers supposed the Son to be, as it were,

Light of Light ; intending thereby to signify his consubstantiality.

10. But you object, that the Son (according to Justin) " is

" God by the will of the Father.'1 This might be understood

in a good sense, had it been asserted by Justin. But the pas

sage which you build this upon does not say so much ; as shall

be shewn in another place, and as I have before observed in my

Defence, vol. i. p. 350.

11. But Christ, you say, is subservient to the will of the

Father. And what if it pleased the second Person of the blessed

Trinity to transact all matters between God the Father and

mankind ? be thankful for it, and make not yourself a judge of

the divine and mysterious dispensations. I observed in my De

fence, (vol. i. p. 442.) that one Person may be delegate to an

other, without being of an inferior nature : otherwise one man

could not be delegate to another. This " thin piece of sophistry"

you undertake to answer (Reply, p. 73.) in these words: " One

" man may be delegate to another, because he is 'another indi-

" viduum of the same species, but different in his particular

" essence from him ; but dares the Doctor say the second or

" third Person thus differs from the first ?" To which I reply,

that, from your own confession, it is manifest that merely from

delegation no argument can be drawn to inferiority of nature ;

which was the point I was upon, and which is sufficiently proved

by that instance. As to the Persons differing from each other,

as one man differs from another, I readily deny any such differ

ence among the divine Persons : and I leave you to prove at

leisure, that all delegation requires it. When you can do that,

I shall submit to the charge of sophistry: in the mean time,

please to suffer it to lie at your own door.

Having thus considered all, or however your most considerable

pretences from Justin Martyr, and shewn them to be weak and

frivolous ; I hope I may have leave once more to say, that your

account of this Father is one continued misrepresentation. You

have, under this article, took a great deal of pains to weaken

the force of an argument which I had used in my Defence, vol. i.

p. 291, &c. It would break my method too much here to at

tend you in it ; to shew how you have left my main arguments

and testimonies untouched, and have done little more than

endeavoured to confront them with other testimonies; which,

notwithstanding, when rightly understood, are nothing at all to
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the purpose. If the reader pleases but to consider and compare

what I have said in my Defence, I am not apprehensive that

your pretences can have much weight with him. However, if a

proper occasion offers, and if need be, or if I have not sufficiently

obviated them already, I may perhaps take some further notice

of them, either in a second part to this, or elsewhere, whenever

my adversaries shall favour me with a large and particular ex

amination of the whole piece. I shall now proceed, in my method,

to another article of the charge.

X. The tenth thing which I charged you with (Defence, vol. i.

p. 514.) was, that in your Disquisitions, (p. 61.) you took occa

sion from the Latin version to misrepresent Athenagoras, insi

nuating from it, that the Son is not like the Father. Here you

are so ingenuous as to plead guilty, and to give me leave to

triumph, (Reply, p. 14,) but with this sting in it, that it is " the

" only argument I attempted to answer." But whether that be

so or no, our readers, I suppose, may be the properest judges;

to whom I leave it, and proceed.

XI. I charged you further, (Defence, vol. i. p. 514, 515O with

another misconstruction of a passage in Athenagoras; a very

famous one, and of singular use in this controversy. You ap

peared to me to construe the words oi\ £>s yevop.(vov°, not as

eternally generated ; which is a very new and peculiar construc

tion. You deny the fact, as indeed you may well be ashamed to

own it. But I shall literally translate that paragraph of your

book,and then the reader may the more easily judge of it. " Hence

" it appears that Athenagoras, with the Christians of the same

" age, believed the Father only to be ®ebv aylvvr)Tov koL aibiov,

" God unbegotten and eternal, and the Son of God the Father to

•' be styled Trp&rov yeWijjua, the first offspring, oix <5>s yev6p€vov,

•' not on the account of any eternal generation, properly so

" called, such as might constitute the Son (&vra /ecu vc/jforoira,

living and subsisting by himself, in or out of the Father ; but

" because the Father, being himself an eternal mind, had from

" eternity \6yov, reason, in himself, aibCa>s Aoyuos &>v, being eter-

'• naUy rational p." The reader must here observe, that as you

intermix Greek with your sentences six times, in the same

0 HpuTOv ytwijpa fivm tg> narp\, \6yov aihitas \oyiic6s fov. Athenag. cap.

m>x in y*v6ii€VO», ff dpxrjs yap 6 Otor, IO. p. 38.

row dSkot £>», tix" «vroi iv iavry tqv p Whitby, Disquisit. Mod. p. 6a,

n2
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manner, so in five of them, the words immediately following the

Greek are plainly intended as the construction or interpretation

of it. I had therefore good reason, from parity of circum

stances, to take the words immediately following those Greek

words, ov\ £>$ ytvofifvov, as your construction or interpretation of

them: especially since you begin with the negative particle, just as

the Greek does. You seem to be so sensible of this yourself, that

when in your Reply (p. 14.) you come to give your English reader

a different turn of the passage, you are forced to leave the Greek

words o#x <5>s yevoyavov quite out : for had they appeared here

in your Reply, as they do in your Disquisitions, the reader would

have seen at once that my censure was just. But let us, for

argument sake, admit your plea, that you did not intend those

words following Athenagoras's Greek as an interpretation of it ;

do you consider how unaccountable a part you have acted in

citing the words at all ? They are words which we greatly value,

and lay a stress upon, as being of irresistible force against the

Arians. Ought you not, while you were pleading the cause of

Arianism from this very passage, to have attempted some solu

tion of the difficulty arising from those words, which so plainly

stare you in the face I Sandius and Gilbert Clerke thought them

selves obliged to say something, however weak and unsatisfactory;

which was better than to attempt nothing at all. But what do

you, if we are to take your own last thoughts upon it? You

could not but know that these words, in their obvious natural

meaning, are directly repugnant to the conclusion which you are

aiming at ; you see the very words, you transcribe them, and

leave them as you find them, without any interpretation or solu

tion. Now what is this but to shew that you was aware of the

objection, and was not able to answer it, nor so much as willing

to endeavour it ; and yet resolutely persist, even against convic

tion, to wrest and force the passage to your own meaning ? I am

persuaded you might more prudently have submitted to the first

charge, than have took this way of getting rid of it. But it is

frequent with you, for want of considering, to double the fault

which you hoped to excuse ; and for the avoiding of one diffi

culty, to run yourself into more and greater.

To conclude this article : if you intended an interpretation of

Athenagoras's words, as I conceive you did, then you have, in

the whole, misrepresented the author, but with something of

colour for it : if you did not, still you have, in the whole, mis
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represented him, and without any colour for it. Either way,

you have dealt unfairly with Athenagoras, and have endeavoured

to impose upon your readers.

XII. The next thing I laid to your charged was a ridiculous

representation of rTertullian ; as if Tertullian believed two angels

to be as much one, as God the Father and God the Son are.

To this you reply, (p. 2 1 ,) that you " say nothing of what Ter-

" tullian believed : but only from these words (the Son of God is

" called God from the Unity of substance, for God is a spirit) you

" think it evident, that Tertullian concludes hence the Unity of

" the Father and the Son, that they are both spirits ; which two

" angels and two demons also are." Is there then no regard to

be had to what an author is otherwise known to believe ? Or is

it fair and just to construe an ambiguous sentence (supposing

this ambiguous, and not rather plain enough against you) in

direct opposition to his certain undoubted principles ? But what

makes it the more unjust in this case is, that Tertullian, in that

very paragraph, within a line or two of the words which you

ground your remark upon, resolves the Unity of Father and

Son into this ; that they are de Spiritu Spiritus, de Deo Deus,

de Lumine Lumen ; Spirit of Spirit, God of God, Light of Lights.

Can this be said of two angels or two demons, that they are light

of light, or spirit of spirit f Have they any such relation to, or

intimate conjunction with, each other, as is here plainly signified

of Father and Son ! Well then, what is the result ? You have

misunderstood Tertullian, or rather perverted his meaning. He

does not say that Father and Son are one, because they are both

spirits ; any more than he says they are one, because they are

both Gods ; nor would it be sufficient for one to be Spirit, and

the other to be Spirit, or one to be God, and the other God,

unless one were also of the other, inseparably united to him, and

included in him. Tertullian indeed observes that God the Father

is Spirit, as he had before observed of God the Son : and this

i Defence, vol.i, p. 515. Dei et Deum dictum est unitate sub-

' Disq. Mod. p. 108. stantise. Nam et Deus Spiritus : et

'Etnosetiamsermoni.atquerai/oni, cum radius ex sole porrigitur, portio

itemque virtuti per qua? omnia moli- ex surama : sed sol erit in radio, quia

turn Deum ediximus, propriam sub- solis est radius, nec separatur sub-

stantiam spiritum inscnbimus, cui et stantia sed extenditur. Ita de Spiritu

sermo insit prsenuntianti, et ratio adsit Spiritus et de Deo Deus, ut Lumen de

disponenti, et virtus pnesit perficienti. Lumine accensum. Tertull. Apol.

Hunc ex Deo prolatum didicimus, et cap. xxi. p. 202, 203. Lugd.

prolatione generatum.et idcirco Filium
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was right, that so he might come to his conclusion, that they

are Spirit of Spirit ; which they could not be, unless each of

them were Spirit. This therefore is mentioned, not because it

makes them one, but because they could not be one without it.

They must be Spirit and Spirit, to be Spirit of Spirit : but the

latter contains more than the former ; and it is into this that

Tertullian resolves the formal reason of the Unity; or rather,

both considerations are included in his notion of Unity of sub

stance. This will appear from a bare literal rendering of his

words. " We have learned that he (God the Son) is prolated,

" and by his prolation generated, and upon that score he is styled

" Son of God, and God, from Unity of substance. For even God

" (the Father) is Spirit : and when a ray is produced from the

" sun, a portion from the whole, the sun is in the ray, because

'* it is the sun's ray ; and the substance is not separated, but ex-

" tended : in like manner, here is Spirit of Spirit, and God of

" God, as Light of Light." Tou see how Tertullian makes it

necessary to Unity of substance, that the substance be not

separate : and thus Father and Son are one, not merely because

each of them is Spirit, but because both are undivided substance,

or Spirit; Spirit of Spirit. When I wrote my Defence, I

thought a hint might have been sufficient in things of this

nature; little imagining I should ever have the trouble of

explaining such matters as these, which appear by their own

light, upon a bare inspection into the author.

XIII. In the next place, I charged you1 with a misconstruction

of a noted passage in Irenseus. To this you make no reply at

all ; wherefore it stands as before ; and I have, I suppose, your

tacit allowance to triumph here, as, in a former place, your

express permission.

XIV. I found fault" with your representation *of Tertullian ;

as if that writer believed God the Son to have been, in his

highest capacity, ignorant of the day ofjudgment. To this you

make answer, (Reply, p. 22,) that "you only cite his express

" words without any descant upon them." It is very true that

you make no formal descant upon those very words ; but both

before and after, you are arguing, witli all your might, against

Tertullian's belief of the eternity and consubstantiality. I hope it

is no affront to suppose that you had some meaning in bringing

' Defence, vol. i. p. 515, 516. "Ibid. p. 516. x Disquis. Mod. p. 147.
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in the passages about the Son's ignorance ; and that you would

have your readers think them pertinent, at least, to the point in

hand. The whole design of your book, and what goes before

and after in the same section, sufficiently shew your intention in

citing those passages ; and are, interpretatively, a descant upon

them. Your meaning and purport in it is so plain that no

reader can mistake it : wherefore your pretence now that you

have made no descant upon the words, after you find that you

are not able to defend your sense of them, is a very poor evasion.

There were two citations from Tertullian about the Son's igno

rance. I had shewn that one of them plainly relates to Christ's

human nature ; and I might reasonably judge from thence the

same thing of the other also, since both are of the same author.

It is not therefore strictly true that I answer nothing, as you

pretend, to the first citation : for, by answering one, I have, in

effect, answered both. It was your business to prove that either

of the passages were to be understood of Christ, in his highest

capacity : but for want of proof, you are content to insinuate it

only to your reader; and so you leave it with him, trusting to

his weakness or partiality. However, instead of asking a proof

of you, I gave you a proof of the contrary ; demonstrating from

the context, (especially from the words exclamans quod se Deus

religuisset, which Tertullian in express words interprets of the

human nature,) that the supposed ignorance of Christ was under

stood by Tertullian of Christ's humanity only. Now you say

(p. 22.) that "the words, known only to the Father, exclude the

" Son in all capacities." Very well then; I had the good

fortune to hit your meaning before, though you made no descant

upon the words. As to your pretence from the term only, there

is no ground for it. No man of any judgment, that is at all

acquainted with Tertullian's way and manner of explaining the

exclusive terms y relating to this subject, would ever draw any

such inference from them. But you have a further pretence,

that "all the words preceding speak not of the Son of man,

•' but of the Son of God." The reason is, because he was to

prove that the Son of God was really distinct from the Father ;

and that the Father was not incarnate, as the Praxeans pretended.

He proves it unanswerably from this topic, among others ; that

in regard to the Son's ignorance of the day of judgment, Father

y Vid. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 2, 5, 18, 19.
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and Son are plainly spoken of, as of two Persons ; one as knowing,

the other as not knowing, though in a certain respect only:

wherefore the Father himself was not the Person incarnate,

which was to be proved. In this view, Tertullian's argument is

just and conclusive ; and the text relating to the Son's ignorance

pertinently alleged, though understood of Christ's humanity.

This I observed before, and explained more at large in my

Defence, vol. i. p. 5 17, 51 8, &c. You resolve, notwithstanding,

to proceed in your own way, and to make a show of saying some

thing, though you find yourself already foreclosed, and every

objection obviated. You say thus: "From this mistake of

" Tertullian's citing texts relating only to Christ's human na-

" ture, he saw this objection would arise, that the Fathers

" argued impertinently against the Sabellians." I did indeed

foresee, that there might be some colour for such an objection,

among those that take things upon thefirst view, without look

ing any further. I proposed the objection fairly, and then fully

answered it ; as the reader may please to see in my Defence.

And now, what have you to reply? I had said that Catholics

and Sabellians both allowed that God was incarnate, and thai

the main question (that is, so far as concerns the incarnation,

whereof I was speaking) was, whether the Father himself made

one Person with Christ's human nature, or no. In answer hereto,

you make a show of contradicting me without opposing me at

all, except in one particular, wherein you are plainly mistaken.

You run off for near a page together, telling us only trite things

which every body knows, concerning the dispute between Ca

tholics and Sabellians. If by singular essence be meant the same

with Hypostasis, or Person, (as you understand it,) that indeed

was the main article of dispute between Catholics and Sabellians,

whether Father and Son were one and the same Hypostasis.

But when the principles of each side were brought down to the

particular case of the incarnation, then the main point in

question was, whether the Hypostasis of the Father was incar

nate or no. The Sabellians allowing but one divine Hypostasis,

and yet admitting God to be incarnate, were of course obliged

to assert it : and the Catholics, on the other hand, admitting

more divine Hypostases than one, denied it. How the Catholics

proved their point, I shewed you distinctly; and you have no

thing of moment to reply to it. Only you are pleased to acquaint

us with an invention of your own, that the " Sabellians allowed
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" in Jesus only flesh; and by the Spirit of Jesus they understood

" the Godhead of the Father." But who, before yourself, ever

reckoned it among the Sabellian tenets, that Christ had no

human soul? It is very peculiar of you to cite Tertullian in

proof of it, on account of these words; dicentes Filium carnem

esse, id est hominem, id est Jesum ; Patrem autem Spiritum, id est

Deum : when Tertullian, in the very passage, interprets flesh by

man, and Jesus; and interprets Spirit by divine Spirit, or God.

As to the belief of Christ's human soul, it was an established

article of faith in Tertullian's time, as appears from several

passages2; and before Tertullian, as is clear from Irenaeusa and

Justin Martyrb. How then comes it to pass, that none of the

Catholics ever took notice of this error of the Sabellians, their

denying a human soul? I mention not how the Sabellian hypo

thesis must have been very needlessly and stupidly clogged by

such a tenet ; for they could never have given any tolerable

account of the Son's praying to the Father, of his increasing in

wisdom, of his being afflicted and sore troubled, and crying out

in his agonies and sufferings, without the supposition of a human

soul. What I Was it only walking flesh, or animated clay, that

did all this ? Or was it the Hypostasis of the Father, the eternal

God, as such, that did these things ? You allow only these two ;

and not caring, it seems, how stupid and senseless you make all

the Sabellians, one of these you must, of course, father upon

them. It is true that they supposed the Father to have suffered,

and they were therefore called Patripassians : that is, they sup

posed the Father to suffer (as we believe of the Son) in the human

nature. But they were never so gross and wild in their imagin

ations as to suppose the Godhead, as such, to suffer, to be sore

troubled, to be in agonies, to cry out, &c. And yet it is ridiculous

to apply this to flesh only, without a soul: neither can it be

reasonably imagined of the Sabellians, unless they believed of

men in general, that they have no such thing as a soul distinct

from the body. In short, their retreating at length to this,

that there were two Hypostases0 in Christ, a divine and human,

in order to solve the difficulties they were pressed with, suffi

ciently discovers their sentiments. For neither could that sub-

1 Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 16, 30. b Justin. M. Apol. ii. p. 26. Ox.

de Cam. Christi, cap. 10. c Vid. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 27.

» Iren. lib. v. cap. 1. p. 292. ed. Comp. Athanas. contr. Sabell. Gregal.

Bened. p. 39. ed. Bened.
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terfuge do them any service, unless Jesus was supposed a distinct

Person; nor could they be so weak as to imagine a living carcase,

a body without a soul, to be a person. To conclude this article,

the Sabellians, when they retired at length to that salvo, taking

sanctuary in ttco Hypostases, understood one of them to be God

the Father, the other, the man Christ JesutA: which was after

wards the doctrine of Paul of Samosata, and of Photinus, who

thus refined upon the Sabellian heresy. But I have been rather

too long in confuting a pretence which has nothing to counte

nance it in history ; besides that it is plainly repugnant to good

sense.

XV. The next thing I charged you withe was, your pre

tending, falsely, that Bp. Bull had not shewn that the Fathers

of the second century resolved the Unity into the same princi

ple with the Nicene Fathers. I observed that the Bishop had

shewn it, referring you to the place wheref. You now say in

your Reply, (p. 24,) " That which the Bishop has done in that

" section is fully answered and refuted, p. 197, 198." I have

turned to those pages in your Disquisitions, and can see nothing

like it; except it be your fancy, or fiction, that the Ante-Nicene

Fathers, when they speak of the Logos as existing in the Father

before his coining forth, mean it of an attribute only, and nothing

real. This groundless surmise is at large confuted by Bishop

Bulls.- and give me leave also to refer you to what I have

observed h on that head. What you add, relating to Clemens

Romanus, is only gratis dictum, and wants to be proved.

XVI. I blamed you5 further for referringk to Basil, as an

evidence that Gregory Thaumaturgus believed God the Son

to be a creature. You tell me in your Reply, (p. 24,) that

you "say nothing of his (Gregory's) faith." Please to look

back to your Modest Disquisitions, and revise your own for

mer thoughts, which run thus : " Lastly, it is to be noted that

" neither Gregory Thaumaturgus, who, as St. Basil witnesseth,

" depressed Christ into the rank ofcreatures, (in creaturarum centum

" depressit,) nor Dionysius of Alexandria, who, as the same

" (Basil) witnesseth, denied the consubstantiality, could have

A See this expressly asserted in b Bull. Def. Fid. sect. iii. cap. 5, 6,

Athanasius, torn. ii. p. 39. before 7, 8, a, 10.

referred to. h Defence, vol. i. p. 360, See. Ser-

e Defence, vol. i. p. 518. mons, p. 149, &c. of this volume.

'Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. sect. iv. 1 Ibid. vol. i. p. 518.

cap. 4. k Mod. Disq. p. 84.
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" thought rightly (recte sentire potuisse) of the proper eternity of

" Christ." Is this saying nothing of Gregory's faith? though

he depressed the Son into the rank of creatures, as you tell

us he did ; and though he could not think (i. e. believe) rightly

of Christ's proper eternity, as you also say; yet you have said

nothing of Gregory's faith. Ridiculous : you have said it, and

quoted Basil for it ; notwithstanding that Bishop Bull had de

monstrated the contrary even from Basil himself; as I before

observed, and you do not gainsay. And now, to use your own

words relating to this article, " let the reader judge where the

" falsehood lies." Your repeating some things from Petavius

and Huetius, upon this occasion, signifies little. Bp. Bull had

considered and answered what those two great men had said :

and you come up again with the same baffled objections ; though

you are so sensible that they have been fully answered, that you

have not a word to reply, but are forced tacitly to allow that

Gregory's faith was right ; however he happened to drop some

suspected words, which were made an ill use of.

XVII. I charged you1 with the revival of an old objection,

which Bishop Bull had ingenuously set forth in its full force, and

as fully answered"1.

To this you reply, (p. 25,) that you have fully confuted this

pretended answer of the Bishop's, in your Dissertation de

Scriptur. Interpret, p. 5 1, 52. and also in the place cited of your

Mod. Disquis. p. 87, 88. I have turned to your Dissertation,

and find what you point to in the Preface, p. 51, 52. There I

meet with two or three exceptions, mostly wide of the point, and

scarce deserving notice. We must suppose our readers ac

quainted with the argument we are upon, which it would

be tedious to give at length : and now I will shew you how

slight your objections are.

1. First, you say, that the "appearance of Christ's divine

" nature" (to the Patriarchs) "under human form, did not make

" the Logos another God from the Father." No, certainly; nor

did any of the Ante-Nicene writers pretend it: but if the

Logos appeared in a certain manner and form ; and the Father

never appeared in any manner or form ; the Logos is not the

Father: which was the thing to be proved.

2. You object, that " certainly the divine nature of Christ

1 Defence, vol. i. p. 518, &c. m Bull. Def. Fid. N. p. 267.
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" was in heaven, when it appeared on earth." Undoubtedly:

and those very writers who represent the Father as being

in heaven, and the Son as being on earth, yet acknowledge

them both to be equally present every where : and they refer it

to the oIkovohici", that the two Persons are represented, as it

were, in different places ; one here, the other there.

3. You object, that "those ancients who looked upon it

" as impious to ascribe to the Father such things as they made

" no scruple of applying to the Son, must have thought there

" was some difference between the Father and Son in those

" respects." I answer, that they thought of no more difference

than this, that one was a Father, and the other a Son; and

that one was to be incarnate, and the other not. It would have

been impious to ascribe to the Person of the Father what

was proper to the Person of the Son; not only because the

Father was never to be sent, nor to act a ministerial part,

any more than he was to be incarnate; but also because the

tendency of such pretences was to make Father and Son

one Hypostasis, or Person, and was in reality to deny that there

was any Son at all. Your citations from Tertullian and Justin

Martyr are not pertinent, unless you supposed yourself to be

arguing against Sabellians. Having done with your Disserta

tion, let us next come to Disquis. Modest, p. 87. There, I

must observe, you have hardly one word to the purpose. All

that you prove is, that Father and Son are not one numerical

essence, in your sense; that is, they are not one numerical

Person, which is readily allowed : as also that they have not one

numerical will, power, &c. in your sense, though they have

in another. Voluntas de voluntate, potentia de potentia is the

Catholic doctrine, as much as substantia de substantia, or Dens

de Deo. In short, if you would do any thing towards confuting

Bishop Bull, you should answer the authorities which ho

brought, to prove that those very Ante-Nicene writers (who

argued that it could not be the Father that appeared, and

descended, and was found in a place) acknowledged, notwith

standing, that the Son was, in his own nature, invisible and

n Habes Filium in terris, habes tate: Filiura quoque ut individuum

Patrem in csplis : non est separatio cum ipso ubique. Tamen in ipsa

ista, sed dispositio divina. Cteterum oiKoi/u/iia Pater voluit Filium in terns

scias Deum etiam intra abyssos esse, baberi, se vero in ceelis. Tertvll. adv.

et ubique consistere, sed vi et potes- Prax. cap. 2.
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omnipresent, as well as the Father ; and that the same writers

(some of them) expressly interpreted those appearances, &c. of the

oiKovoyita, economy or dispensation, which it pleased God the

Son to run through; transacting all matters between God

the Father and the world of creatures. As to the oinovoy.la,

and what Bishop Bull intends by it, the reader may see in his

Defence of the Nicene Faith, (p. 10.) What you mean by denying

it is very hard to conjecture, unless you have some weak evasion

(Reply, p. 26.) in the words, "beginning from the fall of Adam:"

for you say, and seem to lay some stress upon it, that " it began

" from the beginning of the creation.'" Does Bishop Bull deny

that? See his own words in the margin0. But, it seems, you

are to construe Bishop Bull's saying, that it was as " high as

" the fall of Adam," (in opposition to such as supposed it

to commence at the incarnation, and no sooner,) as if he had

said, it began from the fall of Adam : and this you are to

do, only to find some pretence for contradicting Bishop Bull,

and diverting the reader from the point in hand. I referred

you (Defence, vol. i. p. 518.) to authorsP, ancient and modern,

who asserted the oUovofxCa in Bishop Bull's sense. To which

you have nothing of any moment to oppose ; only you discover

a great dissatisfaction that Bishop Bull had so well guarded his

point, and vindicated his doctrine, that all your most pompous

and plausible pretences fall before him.

XVIII. I charged youl with setting Clemens of Rome and

St. Paul at variance ; and yet giving the preference to Clemens,

as " laying Christianity before us in its naked simplicity." To

this article you are pleased to say never a word.

XIX. I took notice also, in another place r, of your sophistical

way of reasoning against the belief of mysteries, or matters above

comprehension. I called upon you (vol. i. p. 459, 4*5o.) to

explain your meaning, and to let us know distinctly what there

is in the doctrine of the ever blessed Trinity to give you such

offence, and to raise your zeal against it ; whether it be that the

doctrine is, in your judgment, contradictory to reason, or only

0 Deus Pater, quemadmodum per Clem. Alex. p. 831, 955. ed. Ox. Ta-

Filium suum mundum primitus con- tian. cap. 8. ed. Ox. Hippol. contr.

didit creavitque; ita per eundem Fi- Noet. p. 12, 15. Fabric. Vales. Not. in

lium se deinceps mundo patefecit. Euseb. p. 5, 6, 90, 253.

Butt. De/. F. N. p. 10. °. Defence, vol. i. p. 519.

P Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 2, 3. r Ibid. p. 453.
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above reason ; or that it is unscriptural only, and no more : but

to this also you vouchsafe no reply.

XX. I charged you further (vol. i. p. 350.) with using a bad

art, to serve a bad cause : which was the severest thing I had

said of you, and which you had given me just occasion for ; as

I shewed plainly in the place referred to. In apology for your

self, (Reply, p. 56.) you cite a passage of my Defence, (vol. i. p.

527.) where I say, " A writer is not to be blamed, in some cases,

" for taking what is to his purpose, and omitting the rest." To

which give me leave to answer in my own words, as they follow

in the same page ; " But, as the case is here, the best, and in-

" deed only, light, to direct the reader to the true meaning of

" what is cited, is left out." You say, your " design being only

" to prove from the words of Justin s, that Christ was God

" Kara ^ovKrjv avrov, according to the will of his Fatlter, what rea-

" son could you have to add that he was also styled an angelf

But, do you not yet perceive that the question is, whether Christ

be said to be God Kara fiov\r)v avrov, according to the will of the

Father, in that place of Justin, or no ? The words, literally ren

dered, run thus : " Who, according to his (the Father's) will, is

" both God, being his Son, and an angel, as ministering to his

" Father's will." The meaning of the passage is not, as you

represent it, that Christ is " God by the will of the Father,"

(though even that might bear a good sense,) but that it pleased

God that his Son, who was God already, as God's Son, should be

an angel also. That he was God, was a necessary thing ; but

that he should be both, was not so. This I took to be the true

sense of the passage. For Justin gives the reason why he

was God; it was because he was God's Son. He resolves his

divinity into Sonship here, as indeed every where ; and Sonship

into communication of substance, as I have observed above. Now

let us consider what you had done with this passage. The

Latin version runs thus : Qui juxta voluntatem ejus, et Deus est,

Filius quippe ipsius, et angelus ex eo quod sententite illius est ad

minister. Instead whereof you give us this: Qui ex toluntate

ipsius, et Deus est et Filius ipsius1. Here, by putting in the par

ticle et before Filius, and leaving out et angelus, you determine

8 Tbv Kara j9ov\iji» Tt]v iiuivov xai Person* autem Christi convenit, ut

6«Av Svra, v'tov avrov Kai uyytkov « et Deus sit, quia Dei Filius ; et ange-

toO trnqptrttv rfj yvafirj avrov. Dial, lus sit, quoniam paterna? dispositions

p. ,370. adnuntiator est. Novat. cap. 26.

Compare the words of Novatian : * Whitby, Disquisit. Moa. p. 32.
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the words to your own sense, though capable of another sense

as they lie in the author. This is what I had just reason to

eomplain of, that you should take upon you to leave out and

put in what you please, to tie the words down to your own

meaning ; when the words otherwise may, or rather must, bear

a different construction, if you please to let them appear entire,

and without any interpolation.

You say, (Reply, p. 56,) that you " had authority from

u Justin's own words to do this.11 What! Had you authority

from Justin's own words to change both his words and his sense?

He does not say that Christ was God and a Son too by the will

of the Father; but that he was, according to the will of the

Father, both God, as being his Son, and an angel. I insist

upon it that the meaning may be no more than this, that it

pleased God that he who was already God should not only be

God, but an angel also ; and that though it was owing to God's

good pleasure that he was both, yet it was necessary for him to

be one, as he was partaker of the divine substance, being God's

Son. You cite other passages of Justin, declaring that Christ

was 0eos «k tov ewai t4kvov uptaTOTOKOV t&v oAo)f KTuryAroiv, God

as being born (or begotten) before all creatures : and that he was

0eos, 0eov vlos v-napxu>v, God, as being the Son of God. Now

these and the like passages make against you, as shewing that

Justin resolved Christ's divinity into his Sonship, that is, commu

nion of essence, or substance", not into voluntary appointment.

If it be objected that he was a Son Kara j3ovkriv according to

Justin, and that therefore he must be God Kara fiov\r)v, if he be

God as God's Son ; I answer, that the consequence is not just.

For while Justin understands the Sonship of a temporal and vo

luntary irpo(\(v(rts, or coming forth, he supposes the Logos not to

have been «£ ovk ovt<ov, but from the very substance of the

Father ; and therefore he was God, as having ever existed before

his coming forth, in and with the Father. In a word, he came

forth, was not created, and therefore he is God. Had he been

produced from nothing, as creatures are, he could not be God :

but since he came forth as a Son, of the same divine substance

with the Father, therefore he is God. This I take to be the

true account of Justin's principles relating to this head ; as also

u Vid. Justin. Dial. p. 183, 373. Comp. Apol. i. p. 44, 46. Apol. ii. p. 13.
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of all the other Fathers that speak of a voluntary generation.

See my Defence, vol. i. Qu. viii. You see then, how wide a

difference there is between your account of Justin and mine.

I desire only to have Justin's text fairly represented as it is. To

put in or leave out any thing here, and thereby to determine the

sense against us, in so critical a place as this, is very unfair and

unjust ; and deserves the hardest names that I could give it.

Let us have no tampering with texts. You may argue and

reason for your sense of the passage, if you please ; as I do also

for mine. Only let our readers see plainly what the words of the

author are. To do otherwise is corrupting the evidence, per

verting judgment, and giving sentence before the cause comes to

a fair hearing. This kind of management, especially in so

weighty a cause, wherein the honour of our God and Saviour is

so nearly concerned, is what I cannot account for : and if upon

this occasion I expressed some wonder and astonishment, that

any should be so " resolutely eager to ungod their Saviour, as

" not to permit the cause to have a fair hearing ;" I suppose

it might become me much better in defence of my Saviour's

honour, than those intemperate words of yours, " impudently

" false assertion," become you, in your blind zeal for your own.

I have now finished what I intended by way of answer to your

defensive part. Upon the whole, it does not appear to me, that,

of all the things laid to your charge, whether general fallacies or

particular mistakes, you have been able to take off so much as

one. What you have done, or shall do, in the offensive way, may

perhaps be considered hereafter. I think it best to postpone

my second part, because you are still going on to supply me with

new matter for it : and you have promised the public great things,

to appear in due time. I am now pretty well acquainted with

you ; and may therefore presume to exhibit to the reader, or to

yourself, a brief account of your chief materials, with which you

are to work in this controversy, and upon which your cause is to

subsist.

i. In the first place, you have a strong presumption, that

" two or more persons cannot constitute one individual or nuine-

" rical being, substance, or essence." You produce testimonies

of Fathers in great numbers, proving nothing but a real distinc

tion ; and by virtue of the presumption laid down, (which stands

only upon courtesy,) you persuade yourself, that those testimonies
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are of some weight, and pertinently alleged, even against those

who admit a real distinction, as much as the Fathers do.

2. In the second place, you have another strong presumption,

that no kind of " subordination is or can be consistent with such

" equality, or such union as we maintain.'" Hereupon you pro

duce a further cloud of testimonies from the ancients, proving

nothing but a subordination : which testimonies, by virtue of this

your second presumption, (standing only upon courtesy, as the

former,) are conceived to be of weight, and to be pertinently

cited, even against those who readily admit of a subordination,

in conformity with the ancient Fathers. From what I have

observed here, and under the former article, you may perceive

that, at least, nine parts in ten of your quotations are entirely

wide of the point ; and it may save you some trouble for the

future to be duly apprized of it.

3. Besides this, you have some expressions of Origen, chiefly

from those pieces which are either not certainly genuine, or not

free from interpolation x, or wrote in a problematical way y, or

not containing Origen's mature and riper thoughts; published

perhaps without his consent, and such as he himself afterwards

disapproved and repented of 7. And those you urge against us,

notwithstanding that we appeal chiefly to his book against Cel-

sus, which is certainly Origen's, and which contains his most

mature sentiments ; and from whence it is demonstrable that

Origen was no Arian, but plainly Anti-Ariana.

4. You lay a very great stress upon Eusebius, as if he were

to speak for all the Ante-Nicene writers : though we might more

justly produce Athanasius (with respect to his two first tracts) as

an Ante-Nicene writer ; and his authority is, at least, as good as

the other's. Eusebius must be of little weight with us, wherever

he is found to vary either from himself, or from the Catholics

which lived in or before his time. Nothing can be more unfair

than to represent antiquity through the glass of Eusebius, who

has been so much suspected ; besides that we can more certainly

determine what the sentiments of the earlier writers were, (from

their own works still extant,) than we can what Eusebius's were ;

whose writings are more doubtful and ambiguous; insomuch that

1 Vid. Ruffin. de Adulter. Libro- vol. i. p. 233.

rum Origen. p. 240. ed. Bened. Huet. 1 Vid. Hieron. de Error. Orig. ad

Origenian. p. 233. Pammach. Ep. xli. p. 347. ed. Bened.

t Vid. Pampb. Apolog. p. 221. ed. • Vid. Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. sect. ii.

Bened. Phot. Cod. 117. Athanas. cap. 9.

WATERLAXD, VOL. II. S
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the learned world have been more divided about him and his

opinions than about any other writer whatsoever.

5. Lastly, you bring up again, frequently, some concessions of

Petavius and Huetius ; such as they incautiously fell into before

this matter had been thoroughly canvassed, as it hath been since

by Bishop Bull, and other great men. From that time, most of

the learned men in Europe, Romanists b as well as Protestants,

appear to have the same sentiments of the Ante-Nicene faith

which Bishop Bull had. It is therefore now much out of time,

and very disingenuous, to lay any great weight upon the judgment

of Petavius or Huetius, however valuable and learned, since this

matter has been much more accurately inquired into than it had

been at that time. Huetius has lived to see Bishop Bull's works,

(as we may reasonably presume,) and cannot be ignorant how

highly they have been valued abroad : yet we do not find that

ho has ever complained of any injury done him by the Bishop, or

that he ever thought fit to vindicate himself, or his great oracle

Petavius ; to whose judgment (as he himself laments) he had once

dearly paid too great a deference c.

It may suffice, for the present, to have left these few general

hints ; by means of which an intelligent reader, without further

assistance from me, may readily discover the fallacy of your

reasonings, and answer the most plausible objections you have

to urge against the received doctrine of the blessed Trinity. If

any thing more particular be necessary hereafter, I shall (with

God's assistance) endeavour to do justice to the cause which I

have taken in hand ; and, as opportunity serves, shall proceed

in detecting sophistry, laying open disguises, exposing misreports,

misquotations, misconstructions, or any other engines of deceit,

as long as there appears to me any probable danger from thence

arising to honest well-meaning men, less acquainted with this

momentous controversy. In the interim, I am with all due

respect,

Sib,

Your most humble Servant.

 

c Vid. Huetii Comment, de Rebus ad ilium pertinent, p. 70.
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CHAP. I.

The occasion and design of these papers.

Remarks have been lately published against a clause con

tained in a bill which had been brought into the House of Lords,

for the more effectual suppressing of blasphemy and pro/aneness.

It has been observed, among other things, that the clause, being

intended as a test against Arianism, would be of little use or

significancy as to the end designed by it; because those who

are now understood to be Arians are ready to subscribe any

test of that kind, containing nothing more than is already con

tained in the XXXIX Articles. The Remarker takes notice,

that those gentlemen make no scruple of subscribing to our

Church's forms : it is their avowed principle that they may law

fully do it in their own sense, agreeably to what they call Scrip

ture. This he proves from their declared sentiments, not only

in common conversation, but in print ; and from their constant

practice of late years, since the year 1713.

If this be matter of fact, (as I am afraid it is,) it may be

high time to inquire, somewhat more particularly than hath
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been yet done, into the case of subscription. If instead of ex

cusing a fraudulent subscription on the foot of human infirmity,

(which yet is much too soft a name for it,) endeavours be used

to defend it upon principle, and to support it by rules of art, it

concerns every honest man to look about him. For what is

there so vile or shameful, but may be set off with false colours,

and have a plausible turn given it, by the help of quirks and

subtilties I Many, without doubt, have been guilty of prevari

cating with state-oaths; but nobody has been yet found sanguine

enough to undertake the defence of it in print. Only Church-

subscriptions, though of much the same sacred nature with the

other, may be securely played with : and the plainest breach of

sincerity and trust, in this case, shall find its advocates and

defenders. It must indeed be owned, that the pretences for it

have not been particularly confuted or examined. The reason

is, because they looked more like a wanton exercise of wit and

fancy, (though it is dangerous playing with sacred things,) than

any serious design to convince the world of the justice of it.

Besides that the foundations of moral honesty were thought so

deeply rooted in the hearts of men, that every attempt against

them must soon fall, and die of itself. However, because the

pretences for what I call a fraudulent subscription had been

recommended by a person of some character in the learned

world ; and might possibly gain ground among such as take

things implicitly, upon the credit of any great name ; I had once

prepared a formal Answer to what had been advanced on that

head : and I designed to publish it by way of introduction to

my Defence. But, before my papers were quite wrought off,

there appeared a second edition of " Scripture Doctrine," &c.

upon perusal whereof I observed that the most offensive passage

of the Introduction, relating to subscription, was left out : and

besides that, all those strange and unaccountable interpretations

of the Athanasian Creed, &c. (which had appeared in the first

edition,) were also prudently omitted; though those were all the

author had to depend on for the justifying his subscription.

Upon this, I was willing to hope that the learned Doctor had

given, or was giving up his former principles, relating to sub

scription : and I thought it would be ungenerous now to attack

him in his weakest hold, after he had himself betrayed a sus

picion, at least, that he could no longer maintain it. Wherefore

I contented myself with a short remark in my Preface, entering
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a caveat only, against any one's abusing the Doctor's name here

after, or mispleading his authority, in the case of subscription.

It was not long before a nameless writer of the party took me

up for the charitable suggestion I had made in favour of the

learned Doctor. That writer persisting in the Doctor's first

sentiments, and being very unwilling to part with so valuable an

authority, was pleased to oppose the conjecture I had made

upon the Doctor's leaving out the passage in his Introduction.

" I know not," says he, " for what reason Dr. Clarke omitted

" those words ; but, I believe I may say, it was not for the

" reason Dr. Waterland insinuates, viz. that such subscription is

" not justifiable ; because the same thing is still asserted five or

" six times, at least, in the Introduction as corrected in the new

" edition*." I am not of that gentleman's mind in this par

ticular. Nay, if it might not look vain, I would presume, after

a competent acquaintance with the Doctor's books, to have seen

a little further into the turn of his thoughts than perhaps that

writer has done : and, with his good leave, I will still retain the

same opinion of the Doctor's good sense and integrity so far,

which I had when I wrote my Preface. I think I could give a

tolerable account of the Doctor's not striking out every passage

in his Introduction that looked that way : and likewise of his

great reserve and caution, in not telling the world plainly that

he had changed his mind. However, if I mistake, I am sure it

is on the candid and charitable side ; and on that which must

appear much more for the Doctor's honour, (with all men of

sense,) than persisting in an error ever can be. That it is an

error, and a very great one, I mean to shew in these papers :

and though I must, in appearance, carry on a dispute against

the learned Doctor, because the objections, for the most part,

must be produced in his words ; yet I would be understood, in

reality, to be rather disputing this point with the Doctor's dis

ciples, who lay a greater stress upon what he has said than

himself now seems to do ; thereby making his first thoughts

theirs, after they have (as I charitably conceive) ceased to be his.

I shall have no occasion to say any thing in defence of our

excellent Church, as to her requiring subscription ; and requiring

it according to her own sense of holy Scripture. This part of

the controversy has been judiciously cleared and settled by two

Account of^Pamphlets, &c. p. 17.
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very ingenious writers ; Mr. Stebbing in his Rational Enquiry,

and Mr. Rogers in his Discourse and Review. My business is

only to begin where they end, and to shew that, as the Church

requires subscription to her own interpretation of Scripture, so

the subscriber is bound, in virtue of his subscription, to that,

and that only : and if he knowingly subscribes in any sense

contrary to, or different from, the sense of the imposers ; he

prevaricates, and commits afraud in so doing. This is a cause

of some moment : it is the cause of plainness and sincerity, in

opposition to wiles and subtilties. It is in defence, not so much

of revealed, as of natural religion ; not of the fundamentals of

faith, but of the principles of moral honesty : and every heresy

in morality is of more pernicious consequence than heresies in

points of positive religion. The security and honour of our

Church are deeply concerned in this question. As to its security,

every body sees what I mean : and as to the honour or reputation

of our Church abroad, whenever we have been charged with

Socinianism or Popery, or any other monstrous doctrines, we had

no defence so ready at hand, or so just and satisfactory, as this ;

that our subscriptions were sufficient to wipe off all slander and

calumny. The good of the State, as well as of the Church, is

likewise concerned in this question: because there can be no

security against men's putting their own private senses upon the

public laws, oaths, injunctions, 8fc. in contradiction to the sense

of the imposers, if these principles about Church subscription

should ever prevail amongst us. But of this more will be said

in the sequel. I designed only, at present, briefly to intimate

the importance of the cause I am inquiring into ; to invite the

readers to the more careful examination of it. And I shall

enter into the merits of it, as soon as I have laid down the

principles of the men I am now concerned with, in order to let

us into the true state of the question.

CHAP. II.

The general principles or sentiments of the modem Arians (some of

them at least) concerning subscription to our public forms.

THE author of the Memar/cs observes, that " it is an avowed

" principle among them, that these Articles" (the XXXIX

Articles) " may lawfully and conscientiously be subscribed in any

" sense in which they themselves, by their own interpretation,
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" can reconcile them to Scripture," (i. e. what they call Scrip

ture ; or their own sense of Scripture,) " without regard to the

" meaning and intention, either of the persons who first com-

" piled them, or who now impose them." He says further, that

" this latitude was expressly asserted in the year 17 12, by

" a learned Doctor of divinity, in a book entitled, ' The Scripture

" Doctrine of the Trinity;' and was advanced on purpose to

" justify their subscribing." It is very well that the doctrine

can be dated no higher than the year 1712; as indeed it

cannot ; being entirely new : never heard of among sober

casuists, at least, before that time. Now, the principal words

of the author of Scripture Doctrine (as they stand in the

Introduction to the first edition) are these : " It is plain that

" every person may reasonably agree to such forms," (our

Church's forms, or of any other Protestant Church,) " whenever

" he can in any sense at all reconcile them with Scripture :"

i. e. his own sense of Scripture. It is observable that these

words are general ; and somewhat ambiguous. For the Doctor

does not say, in any sense whereof the words are capable, and

withal consistent tcith Scripture, but consistent with Scripture

only : and if he speaks there of the forms in general, as he seems

to do, he might possibly mean, that any man may agree to such

forms when he can any way reconcile them : whether by giving

no assent to passages irreconcilable, or whether by substituting

something else in their room : and this would amount to sub

scribing so far as is agreeable to Scripture. I know, the Doctor

has took pains to reconcile the particular passages in the public

forms to his own hypothesis; from whence one might imagine

that he takes every particular expression to be capable of a

sense consistent with his scheme. But I know also, and shall

shew it in due time, that he has often given a sense of which

the words he is there commenting upon are really not capable :

which is substituting something else in the room of what he finds

in ourforms, to reconcile them to his hypothesis. And I do not

remember that the Doctor has ever expressly said, that every

single expression of the public forms is capable of a sense

agreeable to what he calls Scripture. Wherefore I have

thought that the Doctor's real meaning was to subscribe

with this reservation, viz. so far as is agreeable to Scripture;

though he chose to word it something differently, and less

offensively, by saying, in thai sense wherein they are agreeable.
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What confirms me in this suspicion is, that several of the Doc

tor's arguments for subscribing serve equally for one or other ;

and will either justify both those kinds of reservation, or

neither. However this matter be, as to the Doctor himself, it

is certain that others of the party have expressed themselves

clearly and distinctly on this head ; and have condemned the

way of subscribing with the reserve of, so far as is agreeable

to the Scripture ; resting their cause entirely upon the other,

viz. in such sense wherein they are agreeable.

The anonymous author of the Essay on imposing and sub

scribing Articles, after declaring his judgment (so far judging

right) that they are not articles of peace only, but of opinion ;

proceeds to condemn the notion of subscribing so far as is

agreeable to Scripture ; insisting upon it, that the articles are

capable of a sense in which they are agreeable to what ho

calls Scripture : and he pretends no more than this, that a man

may honestly subscribe in any sense of which the words are

capable^, and withal agreeable to Scripture.

We are told in another tract, containing an account of

pamphlets relating to the Trinitarian controversy, that sub

scribing the Articles so far as they are agreeable to Scripture,

is very different from subscribing the same in any sense agreeable

to Scripture : and that they defend only the latter, having

" explicitly0 condemned the former.'" The sum then of what is

pretended is this : It is first supposed that the Articles, &c.

are capable of a sense agreeable to what they call Scripture :

and then, and not till then, it is supposed they may be sub

scribed. Their defence of subscription then rests upon two

suppositions :

1. That every expression in our public forms is capable of a

sense consistent with the new scheme.

2. That their being capable of such a sense is enough ; with

out regard had to the more plain, obvious, and natural signifi

cation of the words themselves, or to the intention of those who

first compiled the forms, or who now impose them.

If either of these suppositions (much more if both) proves false

or groundless, their whole defence of Arian subscription drops

of course. I shall shew,

i. That the sense of the compilers and imposers (where

b Page 41. c Page 20.
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certainly known) must be religiously observed ; even though the

words were capable of another sense.

2. That, whatever has been pretended, there are several

expressions in the public forms which are really not capable

of any sense consistent with the Arian hypothesis, or new

scheme.

CHAP. III.

Thai (he sense of the compilers and imposers, when certainly known,

(as in the present case it is.) is to be religiously observed by

etery subscriber, even though the words were capable of another

sense.

BY compilers, I mean those that composed the Creeds, Articles,

or other forms received by our Church. By imposers, I under

stand the governors in Church and State for the time being.

The sense of the compilers, barely considered, is not always to be

observed ; but so far only as the natural and proper signification

of words, or the intention of the imposers, binds it upon us. The

sense of the compilers and imposers may generally be presumed

the same, (except in some very rare and particular cases,) and

therefore I mention both, one giving light to the other. The

rules and measures proper for understanding what that sense is,

are and can be no other than the same which are proper

for understanding of oaths, laics, covenants, or any forms or

writings whatever : namely, the usual acceptation of words ; the

custom of speech at the time of their being written ; the scope

and intention of the writers, discoverable from the occasion,

from the controversies then on foot, or from any other circum

stances affording light into it. This is the true and only way to

interpret rightly any forms, books, or writings whatever.

The pretences to the contrary shall be considered in their

proper place : I shall now hasten to the proof of my first

position, and shall be very brief in it ; there being little occa

sion for proving so clear a point : what is most necessary is,

to wipe off the dust that has been thrown upon it ; and that

shall be done in due time and place.

i. I argue, first, from the case of oaths. It is a settled rule

with casuists, that oaths are always to be taken in the sense

of the imposers : the same is the case of solemn leagues or

covenants. Without this principle, no faith, trust, or mutual
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confidence could be kept up amongst men. Now, subscription is

much of the same nature with those ; and must be conceived to

carry much of the same obligation with it. It is a solemn and

sacred covenant with the Church or government ; to be capable

of such or such trusts upon certain conditions : which conditions

are an unfeigned belief of those propositions which come re

commended in the public forms. To change these propositions

for others, while we are plighting our faith to these only, (as is

supposed in the very acceptance of trusts,) is manifestly a

breach of covenant, and prevaricating with God and man. It is

pretending one thing and meaning another ; it is professing

agreement with the Church, and at the same time disagreeing

with it : it is coming into trusts or privileges upon quite

different terms from what the Church intended ; and is, as one

expresses it, not " entering in by the door of the sheepfold," but

getting over it, as thieves and robbers.

a . To make it still plainer that such subscription is fraudulent ;

let it be considered what the ends and purposes intended by th •

ruling powers, in requiring subscription, are. They are expressed

in our public laws and canons to this effect ; that pastors may be

sound in the faith; that no doctrines be publicly or privately

taught but what the Church and State approve of ; that all

diversity of opinions, in respect of points determined, be avoided ;

that one uniform scheme of religion, one harmonious form of wor

ship, (consonant to Scripture and primitive Christianity,) be

constantly preserved among clergy and people. These are the

main ends designed by subscription. But if subscribers may

take the liberty of affixing their own sense to the public forms,

in contradiction to the known sense of the imposers, all these

ends are liable to be miserably defeated and frustrated. Pastors,

instead of being sound in the faith, (which is but one,) may have

as many different faiths as they happen to have different wits

or inventions. Multiplicity of doctrines, opposite to each other,

may be publicly taught and propagated : and, instead of any

uniform scheme of religion, or form of worship, there may happen

to be as many different and dissonant religions in the same

church or kingdom, as there are pastors or parishes. These

being the natural consequences of that latitude of subscription

now pleaded for, it is evident that such a latitude is a contradic

tion to the very end and design of all subscription ; and is there

fore unrighteous and full of deceit.
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3. I shall mention but one consideration more ; and that is,

the great scandal and pernicious influence of such a fraudulent

practice. I cannot better express it than in the words of the late

pious and excellent Mr. Nelson.

" I could heartily now have wished," says he, in a letter to

Dr. Clarke, " that we of the laity had no such handle ever given

" us, as this your last book hath afforded, as it is to be feared,

" but to too many who think themselves able to overturn any

•' foundations whatever, if such a method as you there propose

" be allowable with respect to the most solemn acts and deeds

" of that Church and community whereof we are members, and

" to substitute what they please in their room c." He observes

further, (p. 19,) that " from a method of this nature, we are

" threatened with the overturning of foundations both sacred

" and civil." And (p. 2 1 .) that " if the judges, and others learned

" in the law, shall follow the same method of interpreting the

" laws of the land, and accommodating the civil oaths and en-

" gagements, as Dr. Clarke has taken in interpreting and accom-

" modating the sense of the Church, in her most authentic forms

" and declarations before God and man, and of the venerable

" Fathers of the Catholic Church ; there are many of opinion,

" that every thing might easily be leaped over, and that no esta-

" blishment could be so strong as to last long :" and "who knows

" whereabouts his religion, liberty, or property may be, if such

" a latitude of interpretation be defensible as is avouched in

" Dr. Clarke's third part openly ; and is therefore suspected in

"his first and second?" Thus far Mr. Nelson. And there is

so much strength of reason and plain good sense shewn in what

he says, that all the little distinctions, evasions, and subtilties

pleaded on the other side can never shake it. These and the

like considerations have ever deterred wise and good men from

such a method. No conscientious Protestant would subscribe the

Romish Catechism, or Pope Pius's Creed ; no serious Papist would

subscribe our Articles ; no pious Dissenter would give his assent

and consent to such parts of our public forms as he does not

heartily approve of, in the plain and intended sense. Thousands

have died martyrs to the maxims which I am now asserting ;

whose great and only misfortune it was not to have been ac

quainted with those evasive arts and subtle distinctions, which, it

c Page 15.
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seems, might have preserved them. I come next to examine

what those pretences and evasions are : and that they may lose

nothing in the recital, they shall appear in the very words of

their authors ; and to every particular plea I shall return a par

ticular answer.

CHAP. IV.

The several pleas and pretences for subscribing, after the new

method, examined and confuted.

Plea I.

" The Protestant Churches require men to comply with their

"forms merely on account of their being agreeable to Scripture,

" and consequently in such sense only wherein they are agreeable

" to Scripture." Clarke's Introd. p. 20.

" That this is not highly reasonable among Protestants, and

" particularly in the Church of England ; or that this hath been

" ever contradicted or censured by any judgment of the Church,

" I leave him (Bishop Potter) to prove.1'' Bishop ofBangor s Post

script, p. 251.

Answer.

1 . Before ever Popery was known, subscription to creeds, or

other forms, has been required : and always in the sense of the

imposers.

2. It is allowed that no man is by the Church required to

subscribe against his conscience/ or, what comes to the same, in

a sense which he thinks not agreeable to Scripture. If that be

any man's opinion with respect to the sense of our public forms,

he ought not to subscribe at all.

3. The Church indeed requires men to comply with her forms,

merely on account of their being agreeable to Scripture: and, for

that very reason, must require subscription in her own sense ;

because that only sense is (according to her) agreeable to Scrip

ture. It is a contradiction to suppose that any church requiring

subscription to her own explanations, (as every church does,)

should at the same time permit the subscriber to run counter to

those explanations. For, since she looks upon her own explana

tions as the only true sense of Scripture, and requires subscription

to the true sense of Scripture ; she can never be presumed to

allow other explications which are (in her judgment) not agreeable

to Scripture; it being her principle to admit nothing but what
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is agreeable to Scripture. Whoever therefore does violence to the

public forms, must be supposed (by that church whose forms

those are) to do as much violence to Scripture itself ; and con

sequently, such a church cannot admit of it. This plea then

overthrows itself.

4. That it is reasonable for any Protestant church to require

subscription in her own sense, is as certain as that it is reasonable

to require subscription at all. For whatever church requires sub

scription, must require it in such a sense as that church believes

to be the true sense of Scripture; and not in a sense which that

church believes to be false. The sense therefore of the imposers,

and none other, must be the sense which is required of the sub

scriber. The reason of the thing speaks it ; and there is no more

occasion for any declaration of the Church, in this case, than there

is for a declaration of the State in the case of civil oaths. For

who knows not that men ought to be sincere; and not to subscribe

or swear one thing and mean another I

5. It is neither fair nor just to require any express censure or

judgment of the ruling powers against a practice never begun till

the year 1712; and which is too absurd in itself to need any

formal prohibition. It was always presumed, and taken for

granted, that the public forms should be understood as intended

by the Church, and not strained or wrested to a foreign sense.

King James the First, in his proclamation for the autliorizing an

Uniformity of the Booh of Common-Prayer, hath these words ;

" Concerning the service of God we were nice, or rather jealous,

" that the public form thereof should be free, not only from

" blame but from suspicion ; so as neither the common adver-

" sary should have occasion to wrest ought therein contained to

" other sense than the Church of England intendeth ; nor any trou-

" blesome or ignorant person of this Church be able to take the

" least occasion of cavil against it."

King Charles the First, in his Declaration prefixed to the

Articles, prohibits the least difference from the said Articles, and

expressly forbids the affixing any new sense to any Article. And

it was the resolution of all the judges of England, A that Smith's

subscription to the XXXIX Articles, with this addition, (so far

forth as the same were agreeable to the word of God,) was not ac

cording to the statute of 13 Elizabeth. And one of the reasons

given is, because the " act was made for avoiding of diversity

* Coke Institut. iv. cap. 74. p. 324.
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" of opinions, &c. and by this addition the party might, by

" his own private opinion, take some of them to be against the

" word of God ; and by this means diversity of opinions should

" not be avoided, (which was the scope of the statute,) and the

'* very act itself made touching subscription hereby of none

" effect." Now this reason, on which the resolution of the judges

was chiefly founded, equally affects the subscription here pleaded

for, and is equally strong against it. Wherefore it must be

allowed that such subscription has been sufficiently censured and

condemned by our laws : and that all wresting or straining of the

public forms to any new or foreign sense, different from what the

Church intended, is not only against the very end and design of

all laws made for the establishing consent and uniformity of doc

trine and worship, but has also been expressly prohibited by the

ruling powers.

Plea II.

" If tradition or custom, if carelessness or mistake, either in

" the compiler or receiver, happen at any time to put a sense

" upon any human forms, different from that of the Scripture,

" which those very forms were intended to explain, and which

" is at the same time declared to be the only rule of truth ; it

" is evident no man can be bound to understand those forms in

" such sense ; nay, on the contrary, he is indispensably bound

" not to understand or receive them in such a sense." Clarke's

Introd. p. 2 1 .

Answer.

This plea confounds two very distinct things; the rule for

understanding, and the rule for receiving any forms. It should

be proved that an Arian may not be obliged to understand the

public forms in a sense contrary to what he calls Scripture, (or,

what comes to the same, contrary to his own hypothesis:) but

all that is really proved is this only ; that he is not obliged to

receive them in that sense, but obliged to the contrary ; that is,

to reject them, and not subscribe at all. The argument, reduced

to a syllogistical form, would stand thus :

No man ought to receive any human forms in a sense repugnant

to what he thinks Scripture.

But tho obvious and intended sense of our public forms is a

sense repugnant to what some think Scripture.
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Therefore such persons ought not to receive them in their

obvious, intended sense : neither indeed so to understand them.

Any young logician will readily perceive that here is more in

the conclusion than there is in the premises ; and that so much

of the conclusion as is really just is entirely besides the question :

containing nothing but what nobody doubts of ; viz. that no man

ought to subscribe against his conscience.

Plea III.

" The sense in which any human forms appear to a man's self

" to be consistent with Scripture, and not the presumed mean-

" ing of the compilers, (add, or imposers,) is to be the rule and

" measure of his understanding them. This is both evident in

" reason, (because otherwise every human government makes a

" new rule of faith,) and is moreover, by all Protestants, agreed

" upon without controversy in practice." Clarke's Reply, p. 34.

Answer.

The Doctor appears to have been in confusion here, as much

as in the preceding; not distinguishing between the rule for

understanding human forms, and the rule for receiving. We are

first to consider what the true meaning and intent of the forms

are : and this we are to judge of from the natural force of the

words, and from the scope, drift, and design of the compilers or

imposers. After this, we are to consider, by the rule of Scripture,

whether we can receive them or no. If, upon such examination,

it appears to us that the forms, according to the sense of the

imposers, are agreeable to Scripture, we may safely subscribe ;

if otherwise, we must not do it for the world. What can be

plainer ?

As to the suggestion that, in this way, every human government

mates a new ride offaith ; it is mere fancy and fiction. Public

determinations (at least generally speaking) are more likely to

keep close to the rule offaith, than private conceits. Scripture

is still the same rule offaith, only under the prudent guard of

public explanations, to obviate the wild uncertainty of private

expositions. This is not paying more regard to human farms than

to Scripture ; but more regard to some human explications than

to other human explications ; more regard to a select number of

wise men than to conceited opiniators : in a word, more regard

to the most prudent and most effectual (though not infallible)

WATERLAND, VOL. II. T
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method of preserving the sacred truths, than to another, which

is so far from being infallible for the preserving of the true faith,

that it is rather the surest means to destroy it. All Protestant

churches have took into this approved way of securing, as far as

possible, the true sense of Scripture, by public and authorized ex

positions. And this is paying the tenderest and most religious

regard to the rule offaith ; there being no safer or better way

than this is to preserve it. But enough in answer to a weak

suggestion ; which, if it proves any thing, proves the unlawfulness

of imposing any forms ; not the laicfulness of subscribing in a

sense different from that of the imposers.

Plea IV.

" With respect to civil matters there is lodged in every

" government a legislative power neither can there in this

" case be any other rule by which to interpret the law, but

" only by discovering, from the obvious signification of words,

" what was in the whole the real sense and intent of the legis-

" lators. But now in ecclesiastical matters the case is very

" different. The Church in matters of doctrine has no legislative

" power," &c. Clarke's Reply, p. 32.

Answer.

1. This is only amusement. What has legislative power to do

in this question? If an equal, if an inferior proposes me any

articles to subscribe, I may indeed refuse subscription, (and so

I may when proposed by superiors , ) but if I submit to subscribe,

I must do it in the sense of him that articles or covenants with

me ; and according to the plain, usual, and literal sense of the

words.

Besides, what shall we think of oaths imposed by an usurper t

May I swear to any thing, only because he has no legislative

power over me ? Here will be a fair way opened for any prevari

cation in state oaths, as often as any one questions the legality of

the powers that impose them.

2. To answer a little more directly ; subscription is required

by the legislative powers : and there is just the same reason for

attending to the sense of the imposers, in the matter of subscrip

tion, as in any civil oaths, tests, laws, or the like : and every ob

jection against the one is equally strong against the other also.

The legislative powers in a Christian state are under the law of
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right reason, and also under the law of Christianity. Now, what

if the civil oaths, laws, tests, &c. be thought contrary either to

the dictates of reason, or to the law of Christ, which the lawgivers

pretend to follow and to conform to as their rule ? Then, upon

the principles of the subscribing Arians, any man may force and

strain the civil oaths, laws, tests, &c. to his own private sense,

contrary to the meaning of the ruling powers, in order to recon

cile them to what he thinks reason or Scripture ; that is, to his

own principles, fancies, or conceits, whatever they be. The case

is parallel in all circumstances affecting the present question ;

and the plea that is here used for the justifying &fraudulent sub

scription, with a very little change, will serve as well to justify

afraudulent taking of the civil oaths or tests ; and so there will

be an end of all trust or mutual confidence, so long as words

are capable of being wrested or tortured into more senses than

one.

Plea V.

" Every man that (for the sake of peace and order) assents to,

u or makes use of, any such forms of human appointment, is

" obliged to reconcile them with what appears to him to be the

" doctrine of Scripture, and take care to understand them in

" such a sense only as is consistent with that doctrine : otherwise

" he parts with his Christianity for the sake of a civil and

" political religion." Clarke's Reply, p. 33.

Answer.

1 . The same pha may serve for Papists, and persons disaf

fected to the government, whenever (for the sake of peace and

order) they may be disposed fraudulently to take the oaths of

allegiance and supremacy and abjuration. Those oaths, indeed,

in their literal and intended sense, are directly repugnant to their

sense of Scripture. But they are to take care to understand

them in such a sense only as is consistent with their doctrines ;

otherwise, they part with their Christianity for the sake of a

civil and political religion.

2. More directly I answer, secondly, that if any human forms,

in their obvious and intended sense, appear not consistent with

what some call Scripture ; such persons ought not, for the sake

ofpeace and order, neither yet for the sake of a benefice or dignity,

nor for any consideration whatever, to assent to such forms.

T 2
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Nay, they are indispensably bound to refuse assent or subscrip

tion to such forms ; otherwise they part with their Christianity

for the sake of the mammon of this world ; or, at best, for the

sake of peace and order; which is "doing evil that good may

" come," and is an abominable practice in the sight of God and

man.

Plea VI.

"Bishop Pearson saith, 'that whatever is delivered in the

" Creed, we therefore believe, because it is contained in the

" Scriptures ; and consequently must so believe it as it is con-

" tained there : whence all this Exposition of the whole is nothing

" else but an illustration and proof of every particular part of

" the Creed by such Scriptures as deliver the same, according

" to the true interpretation of them.' " Exposition on the Creed,

p. 227.

" And the whole Church of England has made the like

" declaration, in the sixth, the twentieth, and twenty-first of the

" XXXIX Articles, before cited; and in the eighth Article,

" which declares that the Creeds ought to be received and

" believed, because (and consequently only in such sense wherein)

" they may be proved by most certain warrants of holy Scripture."

Claris Introduct.

Answer.

1. What Bishop Pearson has there said relates to the article

of Christ's descent into hell ; the sense of which is left indefinite

and undetermined by our Church; and therefore this is not

pertinent to the point in hand. To let us see how far that good

and great Bishop was from countenancing any thing like what

the Doctor pleads for, I may transcribe one paragraph from the

preceding page, p. 226. " Wherefore being our Church hath

" not now imposed that interpretation of St. Peter's words,

" which before it intimated, being it hath not declared that as

" the only place of Scripture to found the descent into hell upon ;

" being it hath alleged no other place to ground it, and

" delivered no other explication to expound it; we may with

" the greater liberty pass on, find out the true meaning

" of this article, and to give our particular judgment in it."

Had the Bishop foreseen what ill use might possibly be made of

his other words, he could not liave guarded more particularly
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against it than he has here done. Wherefore it was very

peculiar to cite him in favour of such a subscription, or such

a latitude, as he would have utterly abhorred and detested.

2. As to the doctrine of the Church of England in her 6th,

8th, 20th, and 2ist Articles, it is no more than this; that

nothing is to be received but what is agreeable to Scripture. And

for this very reason she requires subscription in her own sense,

because she judges no other sense to be agreeable to Scripture.

If any judge otherwise, let them not subscribe. It is but

shallow artifice of the pleaders for a fraudulent subscription,

constantly to call their interpretations of Scripture, Scripture;

and from thence to infer that the Church requires or permits

subscription in their sense. The Church surely has as good

a right to call her interpretations by the name of Scripture ; and

then her requiring subscription to that only which is agreeable to

Scripture, is requiring subscription in her oxen sense of Scripture*

and none else. Let the Arian sense of Scripture be Scripture to

Arians ; but then let them subscribe only to Arian expositions ;

which are nothing akin to those of our Church.

Plea VII.

" When in the public forms there be (as there generally are)

" expressions which, at first sight, look different ways ; it

" cannot be but men must be allowed to interpret what is

" obscure by that which seems to them more plain and scrip-

" tural." Clarke's Reply, p. 33.

Answer.

What a fanciful representation is here of our public forms ;

as if they, either at first sight, or at all, looked towards Arian-

ism ; when the very strongest words which the wit of man can

devise to exclude it occur every where in our public forms.

And it is so far from being obscure whether the compilers and

imposers intended to exclude it, and to profess the Catholic

doctrine up to the height, that it is demonstration they did

intend it. This plea therefore has nothing to rest upon but a

misrepresentation offact.

If the meaning be, that the doctrines taught by our Church

are obscure, that is, mysterious, and therefore they may claim a

liberty of explaining them away into what appears to them

more plain and scriptural; I say, if that be the meaning of the
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plea, then it comes to this ; that whenever any church imposes

the belief of mysteries, a subscriber may honestly substitute what

he pleases instead of the mystery; or may make no mystery of

it, by reducing it (contrary to the intention and meaning of the

imposers) to something appearing to himself more plain and

scriptural. Upon this foot it will be impossible for any church ever

to secure the profession of any mysterious doctrine against secret

meanings and subtle evasions : but men may subscribe to

as many mysteries as they please, and still believe none of

them.

Plea VIII.

" In the doctrine of the Trinity, I have no way certainly

" to inform myself what is the sense of the Church. The words

" of the first Article are capable of at least four senses; and

" each of these senses is defended by learned divines of the

" Church.—The four senses I mean are these :

" i. That which makes the three Persons to be only three

" modes of one mind ; which I call Sabellianism.

" 2. That which makes the three Persons to be something more

" than three modes of one mind, and yet not three minds : i. e.

" makes them to be media between entia, and non-entia, some-

" thing and nothing ; which I call nonsense.

" 3. That which makes the three Persons to be three equal

" minds: which I call Tritheism.

" 4. That which makes them to be unequal minds, one inde-

" pendent and existing of itself, the other two deriving their

" existence from the first:'" (which the author should have

called Arianism.) Essay on Imposit. p. 42, 43.

Answer.

This writer goes roundly to work ; and gives us a specimen

both of his profound sense and his modesty. He first throws dust

upon the Article, and then complains that it is dark and

confused. The Article is really capable of but one sense; and

that sense none of the four, as he has represented them.

It is not capable of the first pretended sense. There is not

a word of three modes either in the Article, or any where else in

our publicforms. The notion is neither expressed nor implied in

the Article; and therefore cannot be the sense of it: nay,

the notion is a contradiction to the very words of the Article.
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Mode, mode, and mode, will never amount to substance: but the

Article plainly makes every Person to be substance, as invested

with power and eternity, and as being of one substance with the

other two Persons, and making therewith one living and true

God.

The second sense, when rightly understood, is the true sense of

the Article ; but not as it lies under the ridiculous representation

which this writer has made of it. The sense in it is the Article's,

the nonsense is his own. The Article says not a word of a

medium between something and nothing: but that the three

Persons are neither three modes nor three minds, is indeed plain

enough from the Article. Neither is there any nonsense, but a

great deal both of sense and truth, in saying, that every Person

is substance, and yet they are not three substances ; every Person

mind, and yet not three minds; every Person God, and yet not

three Gods. The union is too close and intimate to admit of

the plural expressions of minds, substances, Gods; which can

belong only to separate Persons : three Persons so united as

these are supposed to be are one substance, one mind, one being,

one God; and that in a very just and proper sense.

As to the third and fourth senses of three minds equal

and unequal, which would imply three substances, the Article

excludes them both ; by making the three Persons one substance

and one God. Upon the whole, it appears that the first Article

is not capable of more senses than one : and yet if it were

capable of many senses, unless the Arian sense were one of

those many, this gentleman and his brethren could not, honestly

and fairly, subscribe.

Plea IX.

' " Unless this liberty be allowed, nobody can subscribe the

" Artioles, Creeds, and Liturgy of the Church of England at

" all. There are several things in these forms which, if taken in

" the most obvious sense, contradict one another : and therefore

" some of them must be understood in a sense which is not the

" obvious one. In the doctrine of the Trinity, it is plain from

" Dr. Clarke's Collection, chap. i. of the third part of his Scrip-

" ture Doctrine, that there are a great number of passages in

" the Liturgy which in the obvious sense make for his opinion :

" and therefore must by those who are of a different opinion be
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" understood in a sense which is not the obvious one." Essay on

Impos. p. 43.

" I am sure it is no more a putting of violence upon the ex-

" pressions cited in chap. ii. of the third part, to make them

" consistent with Scripture, and with the expressions of the

" Liturgy cited in chap. i. than it is, on the contrary, a putting

" of violence upon the Scripture and upon the expressions cited

" in chap. i. to make them consistent with the expressions cited

" in chap, ii." Clarke's Introdud.

Answer.

We here meet with the utmost confidence in affirming a

matter of fact, which every man's eyes and common sense may

immediately discover to be false. The sum of the plea is, that

there are many expressions in our public forms, which in their

obvious sense contradict the received doctrine of the Trinity : and

that those called orthodox must put as much violence upon one

kind of expressions to reconcile them to their scheme, as the

Arians must put upon others to reconcile them to theirs. The

expressions which are supposed in their obvious sense to thwart

the received doctrine are such wherein the Father is eminently

styled God, and sometimes only God, or such as intimate a

subordination of two Persons to one.

Now the question will be, what sense of those passages has

the best right and title to be called the obvious sense I Is it not

that sense which has been in use and approved, in this mystery,

for sixteen hundred years? Is it not that sense which was

anciently taught and inculcated before baptism ; that which all

the churches in Christendom receive and approve ; that which

the compilers and imposers of our forms certainly intended ; that

which is so well known and has so long passed current, that

nobody almost can mistake it ; that which the words will not

only bear, (as may be shewn from innumerable instances in

approved authors,) but which they really require, when con

sidered together with what goes before or after them, or with

other passages in our public forms I Is not that to be looked

upon as the obvious sense of those passages, rather than another

of yesterday, never before owned by our clergy or people, never

suspected to be contained in our forms, never subscribed to till

very lately ; a new, strange, unheard of sense, (so far as concerns
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our public forms,) and such as, if admitted, must make our forms

nothing else but a confused heap and jumble of the most irre

concilable contradictions? These things considered, I must

insist upon it, that the only obvious sense of those passages is

the received prevailing sense of them : it being obvious to every

man of common understanding, that that, and that only, was ever

intended by our Church, or received by our clergy ; or understood

to be their true sense by Papist or Protestant, Dissenter or Church

man, native or foreigner, from the year 1552 to the year 171a.

Our public forms have been well known to all the churches

abroad, to all the learned in Europe. What man ever suspected,

till now, that they were tainted with Arianism, or but looked

that way? There is no need of putting violence upon any one

passage to reconcile it to the received doctrine : all is easy and

consistent throughout, formed entirely upon Catholic principles.

Sometimes the Father is styled only God, oftener all three:

sometimes two of the Persons are introduced in a subordination

of order to the first ; at other times their perfect equality of

nature is as fully and clearly professed. No one that has been

tolerably instructed can be at a loss for the meaning of these

things. But as to the violence used by the Arian party in tor

turing our Creeds and Liturgy ; it is such, I believe, as was

never before practised with any words whatever. The old

Arians would have detested such practices : the 'O^oowiov alono

was such a stumblingblock to them, that very few could get

over it ; and they would never insert it in their Creeds. And

yet they were artists in their way ; and had carried the mystery

of equivocation and chicane far beyond any thing that had been

known in the Church in the ages before them. As to the violence

which those gentlemen are forced to use with our Church's forms,

it will appear more fully in the sequel. At present, I shall

content myself with two observations, which may help to give

the reader a just idea of the difference between the orthodox and

them in this particular.

1 . The first is, that what the orthodox subscribe to, in respect

of the Trinity, is no more than what all Catholics, even the most

zealous opposers of the Arians, were ever ready to profess, and

in the same terms as we do. But (as I have already hinted)

what our modern Arians subscribe, is what the ancient Arians

would never have admitted. They abhorred the very name and
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thing of consubstantiality, coequality, coeternity ; one Godhead in

three Persons, or the like, which are all plainly laid down in our

public forms. From hence it is manifest that the violence we

are charged with would never have been thought any by our

predecessors on the Catholic side: but the violence which we

charge the Arians with is such as their predecessors would have

allowed to be such.

2. Another observation is, that what the orthodox clergy sub

scribe to, they are ready also to profess from the press, or the

pulpit, or in common discourse, which are all of a piece with

their subscription; at least, generally speaking. They scruple

not in sermons, in writings, in discourse, to give the title of God

eminently, or of only God, to the Father : nor to admit of such

expressions as imply a subordination of order in the sacred

Trinity. But the Arians, on the contrary, never use any ex

pressions like to some which they subscribe to. They will never

say from the press, or from the pulpit, or in common conver

sation that Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are one God; that

they are coequal, coeternal, &c. They allow of these expressions

as often as they subscribe ; but never else. They understand

what such words mean in any other place but in our public

forms ; and they do not think they can conscientiously make use

of them at other times, however conscientiously they may sub

scribe to them. Should any man of them, in a treatise or

sermon, throw out any such shocking assertions, (shocking, I

mean, to them,) he would be looked upon as a deserter by the

party ; and a betrayer of the cause which he had undertaken to

defend. But if he subscribes to them, and solemnly gives his un

feigned assent and consent thereto ; this, it seems, and this only,

is harmless and inoffensive.

I shall confirm what I have said by a remarkable instance.

Dr. Clarke did but once declare, in a paper laid before the

Bishops, that " the Son of God was eternally begotten by the

" eternal incomprehensible power and will of the Father (an

expression nothing near so strong for a coeternity as forty others

which he has subscribed to,) and his Arian friends could not

bear ite. It occasioned a real and sensible grief amongst them.

They looked upon it as giving up the cause, in a manner, and

made broad hints of his being led by corrupt nature into a very

e See Apology for Dr. Clarke, p. 49, &c.
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culpable prevarication. See how easily those gentlemen can

understand the force of words any where else but in our forms ;

and how carefully they guard against the use of such expressions,

as they scruple not however to subscribe to. Let any man

compare this conduct of the Arians with that of the orthodox;

and he will plainly see that the former are themselves con

scious of the violence they put upon the Church's forms ; while

the latter are not conscious of any violence, on their side, at all.

Plea X.

" By an induction of particular passages there are 186

" places wherein our public forms are clearly on his (Dr. Clarke's)

" side; and 27 only which seem to diner from him. Must not

" then the smaller number be reconciled to the greater ? Or,

** on the contrary, must the lesser number, and the more modern

" phrases, be the standard of doctrine, and the rule of inter-

" preting the more ancient phrases, and the larger number V

Modest Plea, p. 120.

Answer.

This is pleasant and pretty. Of the 1 86 pretended places, there

is not one either clearly or at all on the Doctor's side, as to the

points of difference between him and us. They are passages

which may indeed be used by Arians (and so may they by

Catholics) consistently with their principles. They are capable

of different views, according to what they happen to be joined

with. But as they stand in our forms, in company with other

passages express and full for the Catholic doctrine, they can

reasonably bear no other but the Catholic meaning. I think it

not material to inquire into the truth and justice of this writer's

calculation, founded only upon Dr. Clarke's arbitrary disposition

of his sections or paragraphs / sometimes making one sentence a

distinct passage, sometimes crowding many into one ; and some

times only referring to passages omitted. Let the number be as

186 to 27 ; those 27 do not only seem, but are directly opposite

to the Doctor's principles, according to the plain, literal, and

natural force of words, as well as the known sense of the

fimposers. The question then justly stated lies thus : Whether

1 86 passages which might (if the compilers and imposers had not

intended them in a Catholic sense) have been indifferently claimed

by either Catholic or Arian, should yield to 27, which are
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utterly repugnant to Arianism, or the 27 to them. That

is, whether those that can bear but one of the senses should

yield to those that may fairly admit of either ; or the contrary.

Imagine J 86 men to be indifferent, or but nearly indifferent, in

any point of dispute ; and ay resolute on one side. Which is the

way to reconcile them, and unite them all in one verdict ? Is it

to drag over the 27 by force of arms to what they are irrecon

cilably averse to I Or is it not rather to bring over the

186 to the 27, to whom they have little or no aversion, and

to whose side they are no way disinclined ? This latter, I think,

is the proper and only method to promote harmony and concord

in the whole. The application I trust with the ingenious ;

and here take my leave of this fanciful reasoning of the Modest

Pleader.

Plea XI.

" The Article in the Apostles' Creed concerning Christ's

" descent into hell, is now universally understood in a sense

" probably different from what the composers of the Creed

" intended." Clark's Reply, p. 34.

Answer.

How Christ's descent into hell was understood by the com

posers of the Creed is uncertain : neither is it certain that it is

universally understood in any one sense. However that be, one

thing is certain, that our Church has left that Article at large,

intending a latitude; and indulging a liberty to subscribers

to abound in their own sense. This is not the case of the

Articles relating to the Trinity. Their sense is fixed, and

bound upon the conscience of every subscriber by the plain,

natural signification of the words : and by the known intent

of the compilers and imposers. If it be asked from whence

we are to learn what was the intent of the imposers, or how

it may be known ; I answer, first, from plain words ; and

next, from history and observation, in the liko manner as

the intent and scope of any writer is to be known.

Plea XII.

" The damnatory clauses in the Athanasian Creed are now by

" very few understood in that sense which, in all probability.
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" the compiler of it in that very dark and ignorant age designed

" to express." Clarke's Reply, p. 34.

Answer.

1. That the Athanasian Creed (so called) was composed in a

" very dark and ignorant age," is more than the Doctor knows ;

and therefore should not be so positively affirmed by him. The

Creed, however, has no signs or tokens of darkness or ignorance;

but of great accuracy and solidjudgment : and is the best exposi

tion (for its compass) of the doctrines of the Trinity and incarna

tion, that we shall any where meet with.

2. Another thing which the Doctor affirms without knowing

is, that " few understand the damnatory clauses in the sense of

" the compiler." Let any man shew what sense it is most rea

sonable to understand them in ; and the same reasons (if good)

shall serve to shew that that was the sense of the compiler. I

know many have strained the damnatory clauses to an unreason

able rigour, on purpose to disparage the Creed : but they have

not been able to prove that the compiler so intended it.

3. The compiler's sense being doubtful, and the imposers having

left those clauses without any exposition ; the subscriber is at

liberty to understand them in such sense as the words will bear ;

and such as best answers the main intent and design of that

Creed; and is most agreeable to Scripture and reason. This

instance is nothing parallel to the case of the Articles concerning

the Trinity; whose sense is fixed and certain, as before said. Fix,

in like manner, the sense of the damnatory clauses ; and it shall

soon be proved that every subscriber ought to acquiesce in it.

Plea XIII.

" The procession of the Holy Ghost set forth in the Nicene and

" Athanasian Creeds, in one sense, is by Mr. [now Dr.) Bennet,

" in his explication of his own sense concerning that point, shewn

" to be now understood by many (without any suspicion of insin-

" cerity) in a different sense." Clarke's Reply, p. 34.

Answer.

1 . This is only argumentum ad hominem, (to make the most of

it,) and therefore is not sufficient.

2. The argument comes not up to the point in hand. Dr.
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Bennet was of opinion that our Church had determined nothing

in this matter ; otherwise he would not presume to interpret

the procession in his own way. His words are; " If our Church

" had any where determined this matter, and declared in what

" sense she understood the procession in the Athanasian Creed,

" the case would be altered f." And again : " Our Church never

" once adds the epithet eternal to the word procession; nor has

" she any one passage, that I know of, which may not be as

" well understood of the temporal as of the eternal procession,

" either in her Liturgy, her Articles, or her Homilies s." I am

not of Dr. Bennet's mind in this particular; believing that the

Church has determined the meaning of the procession in those

Creeds ; or rather, that the meaning is so plain, all things con

sidered, as not to need any further determining. However, it

appears to be Dr. Bennefs principle, relating to subscription,

that where the Church's sense may be known, that sense must

be received ; and that there is, in such a case, no latitude or

liberty left to the subscriber. Upon this principle, he both does

and must condemn Arian subscription; since both the plain

meaning of words and the intent of compilers and imposers ex

clude Arianism. And it is well known with what zeal and

earnestness Dr. Bennet remonstrates11 against that collusion

which he takes Dr. Clarke and his partizans to be guilty of in

the matter of subscription.

Plea XIV.

" The doctrines of predestination and original sin are at this

" day, by all eminent divines, (after the example of Archbishop

" Laud, and of the learned Bishop Bull,) understood in a sense

" which there is no appearance the composers of the XXXIX

" Articles meant to teach ; and which there is all appearance

" the composers of the Homilies intended should not be taught."

Clarke's Reply, p. 34.

" I cannot condemn Archbishop Laud, Bishop Bull, and

" others, who departed manifestly from the received sense, not

" of one, but of several Articles ; nor that Declaration of King

" James I. (read Charles I.) by which he openly patronized the

" subscribing the same Articles in several, not only different, but

" contradictory senses : and in effect declared it for the honour

' Page 293. * Page 293. h Bennet on the Trinity, p. 326.
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" of the Articles that this should be so ; and that all should

" acquiesce in it without mutual reproaches." Lord Bishop of

Bangor, Postscript, p. 259.

Answer.

1. It hath often been pretended by the Calvinists that the

compilers and imposers of the Articles &c. intended a sense

different (with respect to predestination and original sin) from

that which now generally prevails. But this pretence has been

often and abundantly confuted by great men ; and particularly

by the learned Bishop Bull, in his Apology against Dr. Tully :

where he has unanswerably vindicated the present doctrines

from the Articles, Liturgy, Catechism, and Homilies of the Church

of England '.

2. A distinction should be made between such Articles as,

being formed in general terms, leave a latitude for private

opinions; and such as, being otherwise formed, leave no such

latitude. It is ridiculous to pretend that, because some articles

are general or indefinite, and may admit of different explications,

therefore all may, allowing that either Calvinist or Arminian

may subscribe to the Articles, (the Articles being general, and

the main points in dispute left undetermined,) would it not be

weak to argue from thence, that both Papists and Protestants

may likewise subscribe to the Articles of the Church of England ?

Now it is no less absurd to pretend that both Catholics and

Arians may subscribe to our forms; some articles being as

full and strong tests against Arianism, as others are against

Popery.

3. It is not fairly, because not truly, suggested, that when

men of different sentiments, as to particular explications, sub

scribe to the same general words, that they subscribe in contra

dictory, or even in different senses. Both subscribe to the same

general proposition, and both in the same sense ; only they differ

in the particulars relating to it : which is not differing (at least,

it need not be) about the sense of the Article, but about parti

culars not contained in the Article. For instance : let two per

sons assent to a general proposition, This figure is a triangle; one

believing the triangle to be equilateral, the other believing its

sidts to be unequal: they are directly opposite in their senti-

1 See also Dr. Bennet on the 17th Article. Directions for studying, &c.

p. 93, &c.
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ments, as to what kind of triangle it is : but in the general

proposition, that the figure is a triangle, both agree, and in the

same sense.

In like manner, imagine the article of Predestination (and the

same may be said of any other in like circumstances) to be left

in general terms. Both sides may subscribe to the same general

proposition, and both in the same seme : which sense reaches

not to the particulars in dispute. And if one believes predesti

nation to be absolute, and the other conditionate ; this is not (on

the present supposition) differing about the sense of the Article,

but in their respective additions to it.

4. It is very uncautiously and unaccurately said, that King

Charles I. patronized the subscribing the same Articles either

in contradictory or different senses. His order is, that every

subscriber submit to the Article in the " plain and full meaning

" thereof," in the " literal and grammatical sense." What ! is

the plain and full meaning more than one meaning I or is the

one plain and full meaning two contradictory meanings ? Could

it be for the honour of the Article (or of the King) to say this !

No : but the royal Declaration, by " plain and full meaning,"

understands the general meaning, which is but one; and to which

all might reasonably subscribe. And he forbids any one's " put-

" ting his own sense or comment to be the meaning of the

" Article,1' or to "affix any new sense" to it: that is, he forbids

the changing a general proposition into a particular; he stands

up for the general proposition, or for the Article itself; and pro

hibits particular meanings, as not belonging to the Article ; nor

being properly explications of it, but additions to it. This is the

plain import of the royal Declaration : and it is both wise and

just ; free from any of those strange consequences or inferences

which some would draw from it.

5. I must further remark, that the present instance has no

relation to the point in hand. The propositions concerning the

holy Trinity, contained in our public forms, are not general or

indefinite, but special and determinate, in the very points of

difference between Catholics and Arians, (consubstantiality, co-

equality, coeternity, &c.) and that in as clear and strong words

as any can be devised. This is the reason why the subscriber

has no latitude left in this case ; and why an Arian can claim

no benefit from any latitude allowable in other Articles where

circumstances are plainly different. And it must be thought a
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very peculiar way of reasoning to argue that, because a man

may take a liberty where the Church and State have allowed it,

therefore he may take the same liberty where they have not

allowed it : which is all that this plea amounts to.

I cannot but observe from the disputes and clamours that

have been raised about the 17 th Article of our Church, what a

tender regard has all along been paid to the point of the sub

scription ; and how jealous men have been of any the least

appearance, or umbrage of prevarication, in so serious and sacred

a thing. What then must be said of those who plead for a

plain, open prevarication, in a case which can admit of no

dispute with any considering man, and has hardly so much as a

colour left for it I

Plea XV.

" That Article in the Nicene Creed (of one substance with tJui

" Father) is now (through the ambiguity of the Latin and

" English translation) by most men taken much otherwise than

" the Council intended it. For the greater part of modern

" Christians (if we may judge by the writings of eminent divines)

" understand it (as if it had been Tavroovaios) to signify of one

" individual substance with the Father, whereas all learned men

" know that the Greek word (ojuoovo-tos) never had any such

" signification, and that the Council meant no such thing."

Clarke's Reply, p. 35.

Answer.

Here is little more in this plea than a cavil upon the double

meaning of the word individual; which has been sufficiently

exposed in another place. It has also been shewn that the

doctrine of the Nicene Council is rightly enough understood by

modern Christians ; and that while the Doctor so magisterially

censures the whole Christian world, in a manner, yet no one

ever understood this matter less, or talked more crudely of it

than the Doctor himself hath done, in this very page of his

Reply. See my Defence, vol. i. p. 544. and Reply to Dr.

Whitby, p. 203, &c. of this volume.

Plea XVI.

'• It becomes a sincere man (especially if he varies from

" notions commonly received) to declare plainly in what sense

WATERLAND, VOL. II. U
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" he understands any words of human institution ; that his

" inferiors and equals may not be imposed upon by him, and

" that his superiors may judge of such declaration." Clarke's

Reply, p. 33.

" Dr. Clarke, of all men, could least be charged with collusion,

" because he has declared publicly his opinions in this matter."

Modest Plea, p. 221.

Answer.

I have reserved this plea to the last, as being of a very

different kind from the rest, and withal carrying a more

plausible show of frankness and sincerity in it. Nevertheless,

this, though it has an appearance of fairness, will by no means

serve the purpose for which it is brought.

Suppose any disaffected persons in this kingdom should invent

some strange, forced, unheard of interpretation of the civil

oaths, to elude and frustrate the intent of them; and declare

in print, that they themselves take the oaths in this new sense,

advising their brethren to do the same ; would such declaration

be sufficient to salve their honesty, or to make them righteous in

the sight of God or man? would they not be rather thought

the more notoriously wicked, as not only venturing upon perjury

themselves, but instructing and seducing others into the same

crime ?

Their giving notice of the prevarication would not be acquit

ting themselves of the guilt, but proclaiming it ; and, in some

respects, increasing it : as it would not only be doing an ill

thing, but, what is worse, boasting of it, and teaching others

to do the like. One dishonest act, or more, are not so dan

gerous or pernicious, as the laying down principles, and con

triving subtilties and artificial evasions, whereby to undermine

the very foundations of moral honesty.

I am not sensible that there is difference enough between

this and the other case, to make one innocent and the other

highly criminal. Nothing can be pleaded for it but the presumed

consent of the superiors, after declaration made. But. that no

such presumed consent can have any place in the matter of sub

scription, may appear from the reasons following :

1. Because superiors may often connive at, or tolerate offences :

which are never the less offences for such connivance.

2. Because so long as our superiors continue the same forms,
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which clearly express such a sense, they must be presumed

to intend the same sense, till they declare otherwise. And

their permitting the same forms to stand is a much surer

argument of their still intending the same thing, than their

suffering an offender to escape, with impunity, can be of the

contrary.

3. The expressions of our Articles, Liturgies, Creeds, and Laws,

are all so plain and full for the received doctrine of the Trinity,

and against the new scheme, that a man must have a very mean

opinion either of the understanding or integrity of his superiors,

to suppose that they can ever allow him to trifle at such a rate

in so serious a matter as subscription. And it must be observed

that our superiors speak by the public forms, as much as

the legislature speaks by the public laws: and no sense can

be their sense but the plain, usual, literal meaning of those

public forms ; till some as public and as authentic declaration

alters the case.

If the subscription contended for be in itself fraudulent,

as elusive of the law, a man's declaring, or giving notice of it,

does not alter its nature, or make it legal. Suppose a man

should declare that he subscribes only so far as is agreeable

to Scripture ; (a method disallowed by our laws, according to the

unanimous resolution of all the judges, as before observed :) such

declaration would never alter the nature of the subscription ; but

it would be as much against law as ever, notwithstanding : and,

for that very reason, it would be unrighteous and dishonest.

But I have also observed, that subscribing in any sense contrary

to the plain force of words, and known meaning of the imposers,

is equally illegal with the other : and therefore neither can this

be justified any more than the other. And since whatever is

illegal is of course condemned by our superiors, who speak by

the public laws, it is evident that our superiors condemn this

kind of subscription ; and consequently there is no pretence left

for a presumed consent, unless our superiors can be presumed

both to allow and condemn the very same thing at the same

time.

4. I must add, that our superiors have, from time to time, (as

there has been occasion,) sufficiently testified their disallowance

of anv attempts tending to undermine the Catholic received

doctrine of the ever blessed Trinity. His present Majesty's

Directions, at this very juncture, are yet fresh in our minds :

u 2
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where (to the general joy and satisfaction of the kingdom)

he has signified his just resentments against those " impious

" tenets and doctrines which have heen of late advanced and

" maintained with much boldness and openness, contrary to the

" great and fundamental truths of the Christian religion, and

" particularly to the doctrine of the holy and ever blessed

" Trinity." And his royal command is, that "no preacher

" presume to deliver any other doctrine concerning the

" blessed Tbinity, than what is contained in the holy Scriptures,

" and is agreeable to the three Creeds, and the XXXIX

" Articles of religion." Now the 8th Article of our Church

expressly affirms that the " three Creeds may be proved by most

" certain warrants of holy Scripture." Whosoever therefore

gives it out for Scripture doctrine, that "the one God always

" signifies the Father or that " more Persons than one cannot

" be, or are not, one God j11 or that " God with any high epithet

" always signifies the Father ;" or that " the Son or Holy

" Ghost is not God, Lord, Almighty, eternal, uncreated, and

" incomprehensible, as much as the Father I say, whoever

pretends Scripture for these, or the like positions, (positions

plainly repugnant to the Athanasian Creed, which Creed may

be proved from Scripture, according to Article the 8th,)

does at the same time act in opposition to his superiors, who

have enjoined the observance of the Creeds and Articles. If it

be said that such general orders or directions of superiors reach

not to this particular case, as not containing any formal pro

hibition of those neicly-devised senses put upon the Creeds

and Articles ; I answer, that there is no more occasion for

a formal prohibition against perverting the plain sense of the

Creeds or Articles, than there is for the like prohibition against

perverting the sense of the civil oaths. All that have common

understanding are supposed to know, that directing us to

adhere to the Creeds and Articles, is directing us to adhere to

their true sense, that being always implied. To pervert their

true and certain sense, is not adhering to our Church's forms,

but contradicting them : which, though it be done in an insidious

way, and under the false name of explaining them; yet, in

reality, means the same thing as the most direct and formal

opposition to them. And however the disguise may be serviceable

in the eyes of men, yet conscience is not a thing to be played

with in that manner ; neither will such vain pretences avail any
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thing in the sight of God. Subscribing in this method is really

nothing else but eluding the whole design of the laics, and im

posing upon the ruling powers : but it must be doubly rude and

absurd, at the same time, to presume, that any man can have

their consent for it. So much for this.

I have now run through all the pleas, pretences, or excuses

(arguments I will not call them) that I could any where meet

with for the new method of subscribing. The reader is not

to wonder at the number of them, which is an argument only of

a bad cause. Had there been any good reason whereon to found

it, there had been no need of running out into such multiplicity.

But when men have once left the plain and true way to follow

their own wanderings, invention is fruitful ; and it is very easy

always to have a great deal to say, after a man is gone beyond

the rule of speaking to the purpose. I believe, I may now venture

to affirm that the cause which those gentlemen have taken in

hand is one of the weakest that was ever undertaken by wise

men. False facts, groundless surmises, and inconclusive rea

sonings, are all that it has to subsist upon. And yet I have

hitherto allowed them, for argument sake, one supposition ;

namely, that the expressions in our forms are capable of a sense

consistent with their principles : and I have shewn, notwith

standing, that their subscription is fraudulent ; because repug

nant to the more plain and obvious sense of the words, and the

known intention of the imposers. But I must now examine

the truth of that supposition which has been thus far allowed

them : and if that also proves weak and groundless ; there will

then be nothing of colour or pretence left for that subscription ;

but the very men themselves who either use it or plead for it,

must be self-condemned. 1 shall therefore next examine how that

case stands ; not that I need put the issue of the cause upon it,

(for it is a clear point that the subscription pleaded for is un

justifiable, though I allowed them the present supposition,) but

ex abundanti, and to shew how miserably weak, and destitute of

all support, the opposite persuasion is, I may inquire whether

even this their last refuge may not be taken from them.
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CHAP. V.

That several expressions in our public forms are really not capable

of a sense consistent with the Arian hypothesis, or new scheme.

IT must be owned that words are arbitrary signs of things;

and so, in some sense, it may be said that the word white is

capable of signifying black, and the word light might signify

darkness, if the custom of speech had not otherwise determined.

I suppose, those gentlemen will not extend their notion, of words

being capable of their sense, thus far. They must have regard

to custom of speech, to use of language, to common rules of gram

mar and criticism, in determining whether words be capable of

such a sense or no. And whatever forms are capable of that

sense which is contended for, must be conceived capable of being

paraphrased into that same sense, by putting other equivalent

words into their place. By these rules and measures I shall

proceed in the inquiry, whether the expressions of our public

forms are capable of an Arian sense or no. Dr. Clarke has re

duced the number of those which we chiefly insist on to 27.

I shall single out some of them, following the order wherein

they lie, in the first edition of " Scripture Doctrine," together

with Dr. Clarke's interpretation of them. I shall begin with the

Athanasian Creed :

" Whosoever will be saved ; before all things it is necessary

" that he hold the Catholic faith.

" Which faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled ;

" without doubt he shall perish everlastingly.

" And the Catholic faith is this, &c.

" He therefore that will be saved must thus think of the

" Trinity.

" This is the Catholic faith ; which except a man believe

" faithfully, he cannot be saved."

These are what they call damnatory clauses : and it ought to

be matter of serious inquiry, in what sense the gentlemen of the

Arian persuasion can subscribe them, without subscribing their

own damnation. The very lowest sense and import of those

damnatory clauses has ever been conceived to intend thus much,

that the main doctrine of the Trinity and incarnation, the doc

trine of worshipping one God in three Persons, and three Persons
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in om God ; and the doctrine of perfect God and perfect man,

united in one God-man, are necessarily to be believed (or how

ever not disbelieved) by all persons of years and discretion, (who

have had the opportunity of being duly instructed,) under peril

of eternal damnation. As the author of the Creed could not

intend less than this, so neither can the words themselves import

less. And yet there is just reason to question whether the ad

vocates for the new scheme think it necessary to worship God the

Son or God the Holy Ghost at all ; it being a principle much

contended for amongst them, to direct their prayers uniformly to

God the Father ; k meaning, I suppose, to him, and to him only :

and it is certain that they neither believe three Persons to be one

God ; nor perfect God (in the sense of the Creed) to be united

personally with perfect man to make one God-man. Dr. Clarke,

in his Comments, takes a great deal of pains to prove that par

ticular explications of all or any part of the doctrine of the

Trinity cannot be necessary to salvation. This proceeding of

bis would be right, if he had been teaching his followers to sub

scribe with this reserve, viz. so far as is agreeable to what they

think Scripture: but since they are to subscribe in some sense

whereof the words are capable, as well as agreeably to Scripture,

his pains would have been better employed in shewing how the

damnatory clauses can be capable of a lower sense than that

which has been given.

" We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity."

Here it is to be noted, that Dr. Clarke and his adherents always

by one God understand God the Father only: and will never

allow two Persons in one God, though the words of the Creed

plainly include three. Let us see then how these words must be

paraphrased, to make them consistent with their principles. It

is thus :

" We worship one God (the Father) in Father, Son, and

" Holy Ghost : and we worship Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

" in one God the Father. That is, by referring all the worship

" to the Father ultimately, as to the one supreme Head." Let

us consider what can be made of this construction. It may be

turned two ways : either thus, We worship one Person in three

Persons, and three Persons in one Person, (which is flat enough,

and scarce sense ;) or else thus, We toorship one God, the

k See Modest Plea, p. 177. Brief Answer to Dr. W. p. 64.
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Father, principally, worshipping three Persons ; and we worship

three Persons, worshipping one God, the Fatlier, principally. This

indeed is sense; but such as no one ever did or ever would

express in the words of the Creed. It is not said, Unurn Deum

Patrem pracipue venerantes, Trinitatem veneremur ; et Trinita

tem venerantes unum Patrem prcecipue veneremur: but it is,

Union Deum in Trinitate, et Trinitatem in Unitate veneremur.

eva Qebv Tpidfii, ko.1 Tpidba tv fiovabi <re'/3a>/iei'. Plainly sig

nifying, that the one God to be worshipped is the Trinity, and

the Trinity to be worshipped is the one God. We may proceed

to what follows :

" Neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the substance.

" For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son,

" and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the

" Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one, &c."

Here the meaning of the words is very plain, that the Persons

must not be confounded, because Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

are distinct Persons : nor the substance of the three Persons be

divided, because the Godhead of the three is all one. To para

phrase the words, upon the Doctor's principles, they must run

thus :

" Neither confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Father's

" substance : for the three Persons are distinct, but the divinity

" of the Son and Holy Ghost is no other than what is communi-

" cated from the Father." By this paraphrase, the whole force

of the sentence is broken and confused. Understanding sub

stance of the three Persons, the whole is well connected : for

here is a reason given why their substance is not divided ; viz.

because their Godhead is one. But what sense or connection is

there in saying that the Father's substance is not divided ; for,

or because, the divinity of the Son, &c. is no other than what is

communicated from him I No one would ever have expressed

the Doctor's sense in those words of the Creed, or in that man

ner. Besides, the words Godhead all one, (una divinitas, pia

Bf&rns,) applied here to three Persons, are of known, certain sig

nification ; denoting that the substance of the three is one, and

that all are one God. So that if either the coherence of the sen

tence, or the grammatical sense of words, or their constant and

customary use in Church writers, be of any weight ; the passage

now before us is not capable of that 6cnse which the Doctor

would wrest it to; but must be construed in another: which
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other is likewise confirmed by the words following ; " the glory

" equal, the majesty coeternal.11

As to glory equal, the Doctor takes care to tell us, it must not

be under stood in the same sense as coordinate beings are equal to

one another. Well, that we know: but what sense must the

subscriber understand it in I The Doctor says, in " such a sense

" as he who derives his essence or being from another, can be

" equal, &c." Well, but what if the subscriber, according to his

Arian sense of deriving being, &c. thinks that the glory of the

second and third Persons can be in no sense equal to that of the

first ; any more than the glory of a creature can be equal to the

glory of the Creator ; how then can he subscribe to these words,

which are express for equality of glory, in some sense or other?

The Doctor's last shift is, that it may be understood in such a

sense as Christ is said to be icos Otai, (or t<ra 0«<3,) as God, or

equal with God. But the Doctor's construction of lira 0e<5,

(Phil. ii. 6,) is no more than to be honoured as Lord of all things,

that is, with honour equal, or suitable to such a God, or Lord, so

exalted ; not with honour equal to that which belongs to God

the Father. But the Creed plainly makes the glory of each

Person equal to the glory of any other Person : wherefore the

words are not capable of such a sense as the Doctor has put

upon iva 0f<3, but the subscriber is left to seek out for some

other; or else to subscribe the words in no sense at all. The

next words of the Creed are,

" Majesty coeternal." The word coeternal is of a fixed and

known sense in ecclesiastical writers : never used to signify any

thing less than absolute eternity, without beginning and without

end. How contradictory this sense is to the principles of the

party, may be seen from the author of the Apology for Dr.

Clarke, who says thus : " Though the generation of the Son, and

" procession of the Holy Ghost may, in a sense, be said to be

" eternal, as they were npb irdirrav and -npo aldvvv, yet what is

" this to the absolute eternity of a self-existent Beingi !" We

see what the Apologist thought of the great, the infinite dis

parity between the eternity of the Father and the eternity of

either of the other two Persons : nor did the Doctor in his

answer to him disapprove of his sentiments ; but rather (tacitly

at least) acquiesced in them. How then can these gentlemen

1 Page so, 51, 438-
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subscribe to the coeternity of the three Persons ? The Doctor

in his comments admits that the second and third Persons have

always been with the first, which he explains by before all ages,

and before time. If this comes up to a coeternity, it is well : if

not, he does but deceive himself and his followers ; for coeternal

can bear but one sense, and can admit of no degrees, no differ

ence in point of duration.

The reader should here observe the artful method of explain-

in away the sense of a creed, or of any other writing : not for

the sake of learning it, (for it is not worth it,) but to be armed

against it, and to prevent being imposed upon by it. When a

word occurs, of afixed sense, and which is not liked ; the way is

first to look out for another word that is ambiguous, which may

bear the same sense, but may also bear another. Draw but a

reader thus far to let slip the first word, and to take this other

instead of it, and then the work is half done. Having a word

with two senses, drop by degrees the sense you have no mind to,

and take the other, still substituting other words which may

come nearer and nearer to the sense you aim at ; till at length,

by several removes, you get quite off from the sense of the word

you began with.

Thus in the present instance ; from coeternal, a word of fixed

sense, and rather too high for the Arian hypothesis, the learned

Doctor puts " always with the Father ;n which might indeed

signify the same thing, but is however capable of a lower sense :

and to bring the sense gradually down, the Doctor next sub

stitutes the phrase " before all ages," which again is equivocal,

and does not sound quite so high as the former : then, to lower

the sense still further, he has another phrase, viz. " before time

and time, 'in a restrained sense, may be said to have commenced

with the world. So now he is got low enough, and the reader

may be supposed, by these several steps, to have lost the sight

of coeternal. But to pass on.

" Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy

" Ghost." The Doctor's interpretation of it is ; " such in all

" senses wherein he that derives, his essence or being from

" another, can be such as is he from whom he derives it." Here

again he leaves his subscriber in the dark. For what if he had

said, such in all senses wherein a creature can be such as his

Creator? which I am afraid is the true meaning of most of his

disciples. This would come to the same as saying such in



ARIAN SUBSCRIPTION CONSIDERED. 299

no sense : so that by this limitation, he takes away the plain force

of the words ; and teaches his followers to subscribe, not " in

" such sense as the words are capable of :" but " so far as is

" agreeable to what they call Scripture." The Creed is positive

that the second and third Persons are such as the first ; and

immediately after specifies the respects in which they are

such. Such in respect of their being eternal ; such in respect of

their being uncreated; such in respect of their being incom

prehensible, Almighty, God, and Lord. That is, all the three

Persons are equally, and in the same sense, uncreated, eternal,

incomprehensible, Almighty, God, and Lord. This is plainly

the doctrine of the Creed ; the literal and grammatical sense of

the words. Now, to qualify absolute propositions with reserves

and limitations, in the manner the Doctor does, is not explaining

their sense, but contradicting it. Neither can this be called

subscribing in a sense in which the words are capable, but only

" so far as is agreeable to what some call Scripture which rule

of subscribing is condemned by those gentlemen.

" The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy

" Ghost uncreate And yet not three uncreated, but one

" uncreated." The Doctor here teaches the subscriber to

acknowledge every Person to be uncreated, (Aktiotos,) and

yet, to say that there are not three uncreated (a/crioroi)

Persons, but one uncreated Person ; which is a staring con

tradiction : besides, it is owning two of the Persons to be

creatures, in some sense, which the Doctor at other times

studiously avoids. But he was here in great straits ; and

was to venture upon any thing, rather than admit what he

has the utmost aversion to, three Persons to be one uncreated

Being, or God.

He has no possible way of reconciling the seeming contra

diction contained in his comment, but by making a distinction

between derived uncreatedness and underived uncreatedness :

which would have appeared so odd and fanciful, that he chose

not to mention it in terms, but only to hint it in generals.

What precludes this, and every other pretence of that kind, is,

that the Creed plainly makes the uncreatedness of the second and

third Persons to be such as the Father's is, that is, of the same

kind, and to be understood in the same sense, there being no

difference or distinction in that respect.

" The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible,
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" and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible And yet there are

" not three incomprehensibles, but one incomprehensible." The

Doctor takes the same way with this as with the former

passage; and runs into the like contradiction to avoid the

admitting so shocking a thing to him, as the notion of three

Persons being one incomprehensible ; which is the certain meaning

of the Creed. I shall say no more to this, but refer the reader

to what I have observed upon the passage preceding.

" The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost

" eternal. And yet they are not three eternals, but one

" eternal." Here the words are so express for three Persons

being one eternal, (which the Doctor can by no means bear,) that

he had no way left but to change they are not into there are not :

without considering that the subscriber must give his unfeigned

assent and consent to they are not ; and must so read in the public

congregation. Besides this inconvenience, which the Doctor

seemed to be unapprised of ; there is another which he was

forced to run upon, (contrary to his usual caution,) and that

was to say, " there are not three eternal Persons," hereby denying

the eternity of two of them. And yet the Creed, more than once,

expressly asserts the coetemity of all three ; and besides plainly

teaches that the eternity of the second and third Persons is such

as the Father's is. Nor will the Doctor's distinction of a

derived and underived eternity help him in this matter : for the

sense of the word eternity has nothing to do with that dis

tinction, being but one, and importing neither more nor less

than beginningless and endless duration.

" The Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and the Holy

" Ghost Almighty. And yet they are not three Almighties,

" but one Almighty." Here the Doctor again changes they are

not into there are not: thereby signifying that the subscriber

cannot honestly assent to, or make use of, they are not ; though

he does not tell him how to avoid the doing of it, solemnly, and

in the face of the public congregation.

I take no notice of the Doctor's choosing rptis -navToovvapLoi,

rather than rpeis TravTOKpdropa, because he will claim tho

privilege of taking which he likes best : otherwise the Greek

copies favour the latter as much as the former ; and the Latin

original is indifferent to either.

" The Father is God, the Son is God, and ,the Holy Ghost is

" God. And yet they are not three Gods, but one God." We
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have the same collusion again practised, in changing they are not

into there are not, only for the sake of avoiding what the Creed

mainly intends to teach, that the " three Persons are one God."

I shall not here repeat what I have before said ; but shall only

observe an omission which the Doctor is guilty of, in not

teaching the subscriber how to reconcile the contradiction of

every Person being a God, (for so it must be on his principles,)

and yet not three Gods. For though there be but one supreme

God, (upon the Doctor's hypothesis,) yet one supreme God, and

two inferior Gods, are three Gods, in such a sense as neither

Scripture nor antiquity can ever allow. The like might be said

of the next paragraph, respecting one Lord and three Lords. I

shall just take notice of a slight inconsistency of the Doctor, in

explaining this paragraph. To account for the Holy Ghost's

being here called God, he is forced to admit that he is repre

sented in Scripture as " exercising divine power and authority,"

p. 435. But if we turn back to Prop. xxv. p. 296. we are there

told that the Holy Ghost, in the New Testament, is never

expressly styled God, "because he is no where represented as

" sitting upon a throne, or exercising supreme dominion, &c."

So that it seems the Doctor can make it out either way ; that

the Scripture has, or has not, given ground enough for

styling the Holy Ghost God, just as occasion serves. But to

pass on.

" In this Trinity, none is afore, or after other" (Nihil prius

aut posterius or, Nemo primus aut postremus. ovbev irpa>Tov rj

vaTepov—aliter, ovbels np&ros t) ia^aros) " but the whole three

" Persons are coeternal." The coeternity could not be expressed

in stronger words than is here done, both positively and ne

gatively.

If the Doctor and his friends believe it, it is well : if not, it is

very certain that they cannot honestly subscribe, even upon their

own principles; for the words are not capable of any lower

meaning.

"None is greater or less than another; but the whole three

" Persons are coequal."

The Doctor's comment upon the words none is greater, &c. is,

that the second and third Persons are every where with the frst,

as they are always. I doubt not but the sole reason which led

the Doctor into this remote and strained construction, was

his apprehension that the phrase every where, like the word



THE CASE OF

always, might help him to a double entendre, for the uses above

mentioned.

But if every where be capable of two meanings, the words of

the Creed are not so ; " none greater or less and if they must

be understood of presence, they can signify nothing lower than

this ; that all the three Persons are equally omnipresent.

1 am content with this meaning ; and if it be consistent with

the Doctor's hypothesis, am very glad of it : or if it be not, then

he must be conceived to advise the subscriber to subscribe in a

sense of which the words are not capable.

After I had proceeded thus far, and had looked a little

forwards, I was much surprised to find the Doctor interpreting

coequal very differently from the words, " none is greater, &c."

as if they did not both mean the same thing, first negatively,

and then positively expressed. But the Doctor, it seems, stands

by no rules of interpreting. They are " coequal" (says he now)

" in such a sense as one or more Persons can be equal to

" another (from whom they derive their being) by a plenary

" communication of power, knowledge, dignity, &c." He has

t he like come-off for the words "equal to the Father as touch-

" ing his Godhead that is, says he, equal " in such a sense

" as a derived being can be." I have before observed something

of this general salvo, for some other passages : and indeed it is

such a sovereign salvo for every difficulty, that he need not have

made use of any other. In reality, it comes to no more than

this, that he admits the words, and the sense of them, so far as

consistent with his own hypothesis, or his own sense of deriving

being. In the same way, a man might subscribe to the decrees

of the Council of Trent, or to every article of Pope Pius's Creed.

For instance : I believe saints may be worshipped, but in such a

sense as worship can be due to saints. I admit transubstantiation,

but in such a sense as it can be consistent with Scripture and

reason. I admit prayers in an unknown tongue, but in such a

sense as can be reconciled with the i Cor. xiv. And thus we

need not scruple any thing. Apply the same salvo to the civil

oaths, and it may serve as well there, to elude and frustrate

them : and a man may swear to any king, without acknow

ledging his just right or title. It is but saying thus ; I believe

such a person to be the only rightful and lawful king of these

realms, in such a sense as he can be rightful and lawful, upon my

principles, &c. And what may not a man swear, or subscribe to
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in this loose method ? Now in truth, though this kind of collusion

is disguised by the words such a sense, as if there were a certain

sense, in which the subscriber might fairly understand the words,

consistent with his own hypothesis ; yet it really amounts to no

more than this, the subscribing so far as is consistent with his

oxen opinions. For a man may make use of the same salvo,

whether the words be capable of any such sense, or whether they

be not. If they be capable, he is indeed bound up to such sense :

if not, he is free, having subscribed to them no further than they

can be so understood ; which perhaps may not be at all. I

cannot but from hence observe, how unfairly and unjustly the

very worthy and learned Bishop of Oxford has been treated for

confounding (as is pretended) these two things : subscribing so

far as is agreeable to Scripture ; and subscribing in such sense as

is agreeable to Scripture. For however distinct these two things

may be in the general, they are really confounded by Dr. Clarke

himself in this particular case, as I have often observed. Neither

will he ever be able to defend the point of subscription upon the

latter only, without taking in the former also. His talking of

such sense seems only to be a cover, or plausible disguise, for so

far as, (which has deceived his unwary followers who have not

seen so deep into this matter as he ;) and hence I conceive it is,

that he has never explicitly condemned the subscribing with the

reserve of so far as is agreeable ; though others of the party,

being ashamed to stand up for so unaccountable a latitude,

have indeed plainly rejected it; not being aware of the need

they should have of it. But to return to the Creed.

" God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the

" worlds ; and man, of the substance of his mother perfect

" God, and perfect man."

The Doctor did not think proper to take any notice of this

passage. I know not how any words can be stronger for the

Son's having the same divine nature with the Father, as much

as he has the same human nature with his mother : perfect God,

and perfect man, having all that belongs to the nature of both.

This is utterly repugnant to the Arian hypothesis ; and can no

more be reconciled with it than light with darkness.

We may now take leave of the Creed, (called Athanasian,)

and proceed to the Litany.

" O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three Persons, and

" one God, have mercy &c."
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Here the three Persons are all together invoked, and under

the style and title of one God, directly opposite to the Doctor's

. principles. The Doctor has no way to evade their force, but by

understanding the title of one God to belong to the Father only.

His sense is this :

" O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three Persons, and

" one God, viz. the Father, have mercy &c."1 This collusion

the subscriber is to practise in his most solemn devotions:

excluding two of the Persons from the one Godhead here,

though he had addressed them both under the title of God in

the two preceding petitions; and though the epithets, holy,

blessed, and glorious, are equally attributed to all three, in the

very same petition. If this be to " pray with the understanding,"

(as the Doctor pretends it is,) let it rather be the wish of every

honest man to have less understanding, and more grace than to

trifle in this manner with the tremendous Deity.

In the Collect for the third Sunday in Advent, we thus ad

dress our blessed Saviour :

" O Lord Jesu Christ who livest and reignest with the

" Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without

" end." Any one, at first sight, may here see that the title of

one God is not attributed to the Father only, but to all the

three Persons : contrary to the Doctor's principles. The Doctor

does not attempt to shew that the words are capable of any

other meaning. Only he draws up anotherform suitable to his

own hypothesis, and little akin to the words in the Collect ; sub

stituting that in the room of the other. If the subscriber can

content himself with such shuflling in his solemn prayers, let him

look to it.

There is just such another passage in the conclusion of the

Collect for Christmas- day, (which the Doctor has omitted,) and

there is another in the Collect for the sixth Sunday after Epi

phany, (which he has also omitted,) running thus :

" With thee, 0 Father, and thee, 0 Holy Ghost, he (Christ)

" liveth and reigneth, ever one God, world without end." Here,

whether Christ alone, or all the three Persons, (and one of these

it must be,) be called one God ; it is equally repugnant to the

Doctor's principles. And he cannot subscribe to this, " in such

" a sense as the words will bear," (for they cannot bear his

sense,) but only " so far as is consistent with his principles :"

which is not assenting to the words of the prayer, but to some



ARIAN SUBSCRIPTION CONSIDERED. 305

thing else of his own inventing. The like may be said of the

Collects for Septuagesima, and the first Sunday in Lent, and

Good Friday, twice, and Easter-day, and Ascension-day, and

the Sunday after ; all which the Doctor has omitted out of his

collection: an omission indeed not worth the mentioning, were

it not that the Modest Pleader has been pleased to object the

smallness of the number 27, which, we see, might have been

enlarged ; and were it not an aggravation of the great sin of

prevaricating with God and man, to consider how often it must

be repeated in the yearly course of the prayers.

The Doctor takes notice of the Collect for Whitsunday, and

shifts it off in a loose manner: and so passes on to Trinity-

Sunday, dealing much the same way with that also. He omits

the Collect for St. Matthew's day; which is more express and

full against his principles than either of the two former. I shall

pass over all the other places in our Liturgy or Articles, except

one, with which I shall shut up this chapter. It is the proper

preface for Trinity-Sunday, in the Communion- Office, running

thus :

" 0 Lord, Almighty, everlasting God ; who art one God, one

" Lord, not one only Person, but three Persons in one substance.

" For that which we believe of the glory of the Father, the

" same we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without

" any difference or inequality."

The Doctor here pleasantly says, that " there is no passage

" in the whole Service so apt to be understood in a wrong sense

" as this meaning, I suppose, so apt to be understood in the

sense the Church intended, and so hard to be perverted to any

other. And it must indeed be thought a very clear and full passage

on the orthodox side, when a person of the Doctor's abilities, in this

kind, and after he had worked his way through the Nicene and

Athanasian Creeds, (besides a great part of the Liturgy,) began

at length to feel himself nonplused by it, and almost at the point

of confessing it. His first endeavour was to perplex and puzzle

the Church's sense ; and next to introduce his own.

He pretends that the words "Lord, Almighty, everlasting

" God," are personal, and must be understood of one Person only,

though he cannot but know that every one of those words are

used in the Athanasian Creed (to say nothing of the Liturgy) of

all the three Persons taken together; and they are here ex

pressly declared to belong, not to "one Person only," but to

WATERI.AND, VOL. II. X
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" three Persons in one substance." The words, who art, he

thinks, cannot be properly applied to more Persons than one.

But that they are so applied here is manifest, and by those who

were competent judges of propriety : and if he likes it not, why

should he subscribe? When he comes to give us his own mean

ing, he never attempts to shew (good reason why) in what sense,

consistent with his principles, a subscriber may believe " three

" Persons in one substance," and that the same glory belongs to

all, " without any difference or inequality." It would be trifling

to take notice of what he endeavours to put upon a subscriber,

in order to satisfy his conscience in one of the most serious and

solemn things in the world. I can never give myself leave to

think that he could at all satisfy himself in it, upon second and

cooler thoughts. Indeed, I should ask the Doctor's pardon for

dwelling so long upon those extravagant explications ; which,

I doubt not, he now heartily despises, as well as I. Neither

ought they to be any longer imputed to him, who has expunged

them, and cast them off, from the time his second edition has

appeared. But since his disciples and followers are still proud

of his refuse, and set a value upon his trifles, which he has too

much sense to do himself ; since they insist upon it that all the

expressions of our public forms are, at least, capable of a sense

consistent with their principles; and appeal, for proof of it,

(having indeed nothing else to appeal to,) to the Doctor's per

formances on that head ; in a word, since they have been pleased

to rest the whole cause of subscription upon the Doctor's expli

cations, it was necessary for me to take under examination those

things upon which such a stress was laid; unless the Doctor

himself would have been so kind (for which I should have heart

ily thanked him) as to speak more plainly in this matter than

he has thought proper to do. One half-sheet, one small adver

tisement from his hand, to discountenance this kind of subscrip

tion, would have done the business at once, and have saved me

the labour of doing any thing. The credit of his name was, in

a manner, all it had to stand upon : and had he but pleased to

take off the countenance of his authority, his reasons should have

been left to stand or fall by themselves. But as the case now

is, (and as the author of the Remarks observes,) that the whole

party are gone after him, and still persist in the Doctor's first

thoughts relating to subscription; neither has the Doctor took

any sufficient care to reclaim them, or to bring them back ; the



ARIAN SUBSCRIPTION CONSIDERED. 307

cause is too important to wait his slow motions, or to be left

any longer in suspense. The glory of God, the honour of our

most holy religion, and the security of Church and State, call

for our best endeavours to root out, if possible, those false and

pernicious principles, and to reestablish the matter of subscription

upon its true and solid foundations. How far I have been able

to contribute to so good an end, must be left to the reader's

judgment. My design however was well aimed : and this is my

apology for disturbing the learned Doctor, late, and unwillingly,

on this head.

I shall now briefly sum up the particulars of what has been

advanced above, for the reader's clearer apprehending of it, as

well as the better retaining it.

1. The Church of England requires subscription, not to words,

but things; to propositions contained in her public forms.

2. Subscribers are obliged, not to silence or peace only, but to

a serious belief of what they subscribe to.

3. Subscribers must believe it true in that particular sense

which the Church intended, (so far as that sense may be known,)

for the Church can expect no less ; the design being to preserve

" one uniform tenor" of faith, to preclude " diversity of opinions,"

to have her oicn explications, and none other, (as to points de

termined,) taught and inculcated; and to tie men up from

spreading or receiving doctrines contrary to the public deter

minations. These and the like ends cannot be at all answered

by subscription, unless the subscriber give his assent to the

Church's forms in the Church's senso; that is, in the sense of

the compilers and imposers.

4. The sense of the compilers and imposers is to be judged of

from the plain, usual, and literal signification of words ; and

from their intention, purpose, or design, however known: the

rule for understanding the public forms being the same as for

understanding oaths, laws, injunctions, or any other forms or

writings whatever.

5. Where either the words themselves, or the intention (much

more where both) is plain and evident ; there the sense of the

imposers is fully known; and there is no room left for a sub

scriber (as such) to put any contrary, or different sense upon the

public forms.

6. If words be capable of several meanings, but yet certainly

exclude this or that particular meaning; a subscriber cannot

x 2
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honestly take the forms in that meaning which is specially ex

cluded. For this would be subscribing against the sense of

the Church at the same time that he professes his agreement

with it.

7. It may be certainly known that any Arian sense of our

public forms is such a sense as our Church intended to exclude,

and has excluded, in as full and strong positive terms as the wit

of man is able to devise. And all men of sense must allow, that

when compilers and imposers have done the utmost they could,

and as far as any words can reach, to express the Catholic

doctrine of the Trinity; they may and must be supposed to

mean that very doctrine which they have industriously laboured

to express, and none other.

8. And that it may not be pretended by our modern Arians,

that their sense is not Arian, (which nevertheless it certainly

is,) it is further evident, and hath been shewn, that the main

particulars of their scheme (call it what they please) is specially

excluded, both by the plain words and undoubted intention of

our public forms.

9. Therefore none of the advocates for the new scheme can

fairly or honestly subscribe to our Church's forms, though they

could invent a sense for them consistent with their own princi

ples; it being evident that any such sense is contrary to our

Church's sense, and to the intention of the imposers.

10. The pleas and excuses devised to justify the subscribing

in a sense contrary to, or different from, the known sense of the

imposers, being founded either on false presumptions or weak

reasonings, are of no weight or significancy; but the Arian sub

scriber must be blamable for going counter to the known seme

of the Church, even though the words were capable of another

meaning.

1 1 . Yet, upon examination, it appears that many expressions

of our public forms are really not capable of any sense consistent

with the new scheme. And therefore, if the patrons of it subscribe

to their own sense, (as they must be conceived to do,) they sub

scribe to a sense which is no sense of our public forms at all, on

any supposition.

12. The subscription therefore of those gentlemen, however

glossed over with the pretence of subscribing " in such sense as

" is agreeable to (what they call) Scripture," really amounts to

no more than subscribing "so far as is in their opinion agreeable
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" to Scripture.11 Which way of subscribing not only defeats

every end of subscription, and stands condemned by our (airs,

and by the express resolution of our judges, but is also absurd in

itself ; as leaving room for any prevarication whatever, in the

matter of oaths or tests ; and for subscribing the Romish Confes

sion, or even the Alcoran, or any thing; and is moreover ex

plicitly condemned, even by the generality of those who plead

for Avian subscription.
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When i drew up the "Case of Arian Subscription," &c. I

was apprehensive that so plain a charge, and so home pressed,

might exasperate the persons concerned ; though I took care to

treat them with all the mildness and tenderness that the subject

would bear : confining myself to the reasoning part, naming no

particular men but such as I was obliged to quote, and candidly

exempting the principal man of them, that the charge might be

as general and inoffensive as possible ; falling rather upon the

thing itself, than upon this or that particular person. If the

argument be provoking, I cannot help it : the same objection

lies against the detecting or reproving any vice or immorality

whatever. It is the proper business of a divine to state cases of

conscience, and to remonstrate against any growing corruptions

in practice, and especially in principles. If Arian subscription

be really fraudulent and immoral, (which no considering man

can doubt of,) it may concern those gentlemen rather to testify

their sincere repentance, than to acquaint the world with their

causeless resentments. I shall here say nothing to the abusive

flirts of the nameless author, who has been pleased still to

persist in the defence of Arian subscription ; except it be to

remind him, that those assuming strains very ill become either

so weak a cause or such a guilty practice. I was once inclinable
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to take no notice of so mean a pamphlet ; concluding that I had

said enough, when I had said enough for men of sense and oom-

mon ingenuity ; and it is often not advisable to press things to

the utmost. But since this is a cause of very great moment,

wherein the very foundations of moral honesty, as well as of

Christian sincerity, are deeply concerned ; I think it incumbent

upon me to proceed somewhat further in it : and if those gen

tlemen resolve to go on in maintaining an open fraud as long as

it is possible to amuse or deceive, though only the weakest and

most ignorant readers ; I also must resolve (by God's assistance,

and for God's glory) to go on in the defence of sincerity and

probity, till the very meanest readers may sufficiently understand

it. To come to the business.

The pamphlet lately published, is entitled, " The Case of Sub

scription to the XXXIX Articles considered ; occasioned by

Dr. Waterland's Case of Arian Subscription." The author is

but just, as well as modest, in not calling it an answer to mine :

for indeed he has left the most material points untouched, with

out so much as attempting any thing like an answer. If you

will take his bare word for it, the Articles of our Church, so far

as concerns the Trinity, are general, indefinite, undeterminate;

not particular, special, or determinate. He takes this for

granted, and reasons all the way upon that supposition ; which

is very unaccountable: unless it were because I had demon

strated the contrary, beyond all reasonable reply ; and so there

was no other way left but to stifle the evidence, to protest against

fact, and to bear the reader down with a false presumption.

Such a management as this is, in effect, little else but a more

untoward way of giving up the cause ; where a man does the

thing, but loses all the grace and credit of it by his manner of

doing it. But let us see how he goes on to give some colour,

at least, to his pretences. I had pressed the Arian subscribers

with the Athanasian Creed, the Liturgy, and the Articles, to

prove that our Church was particular and determinate in the

points disputed. Not a single word has this writer to shew,

either that the Athanasian Creed or Liturgy is not determinate,

as I represented : and as to the Articles, he seems to make no

account of any but the first: of which he often intimates, that

he has some way of evading it, but he does not care to tell us

what, for fear he should be found faultering even there, and lie

open to rebuke for it. The first Article alone, is, I am very
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certain, more than he can fairly deal with : but I must remind

him further, that the 2nd and 5th Articles do also require his

consideration ; and then there is the eighth, which, unfortunately

for him, carries all the three Greeds in the bowels of it : creeds

which, as the Article says, (and as this writer says, if he sub

scribes to it,) " ought thoroughly to be received and believed ;

" for they may be proved by most certain warrants of holy

"Scripture."

Well then, we have the Creeds wrapped up in the Articles ;

and the subscriber must be content to take in all or none : let

us next see to the Liturgy. This gentleman thinks he has a

fetch for that : he subscribes not to the truth of every particular,

but to the use only, and that " it contains nothing contrary to

" the word of God." Now, says he, " I must freely own that I

" see no contradiction, no necessary absurdity, in the use of what

" a man may wish to have in some things corrected3." I would

be as favourable to this writer as possible. I do allow of his dis

tinction, and that it may be proper and pertinent in some cases ;

but I can never allow that a man may use a solemn formal lie,

in his prayers, and often repeat it, under pretence that we may

admit the use of some things which might be corrected. This is

arguing from gnats to camels, and widening the rule beyond all

measure and proportion. This will best be understood in the

sequel, when the reader comes to see what kind of things those

are which this gentleman desires to use, without believing a syl

lable of them. I must observe further, that the subscriber is

tied up to believe that the Liturgy " contains nothing contrary

" to the word of God." Does not this pinch a little closer than

this writer might wish ? Has he nothing to object against any

expressions in the Liturgy, but that they contain things seem

ingly contrary to natural reason ? Have they nothing contrary

to Scripture, to what he calls Scripture ? I should be thankful

to him for so obliging a concession. After all, I would advise

this writer not to pretend to be wiser than Dr. Clarke. The

Doctor had considered these matters much and long: and I

have not yet found any disciple of his that has endeavoured to

refine upon him, but what has exposed himself in doing it. The

wary Doctor was sensible that Articles, Creeds, and Liturgy,

must all come into account, and all be reconciled (if possible) to

his own hypothesis. He made no distinction between admitting

* Case of Subscription, &c. p. 46.
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the truth of this, and the use only of that ; well knowing, that

truth and use are coincident in a case of this high moment ; and

that he could not submit to the use of those prayers but in such

a sense as he thought true. He took the only way of settling

that matter for his purpose, had there really been any : but as

his failed, the flaw in the architecture is never to be made up by

common hands.

Having shewn that Creeds, Articles, and Liturgy must all

come in, to determine in our present question; I would now

proceed to cite passages from our public forms, and confront

them with select sentences drawn from the writings of the new

sect, that every common reader (for to such I now write) may

have ocular demonstration of the truth of what I affirm, that

the expressions of our public forms are special, precise, and deter

minate against the new scheme ; not general, or indefinite, as this

writer wishes, I can hardly say, believes. But I must first take

notice of a remark which he has page the 8th, that we are

obliged to subscribe only the English Articles, not the Latin.

I know not what uses he intends by it ; though he intimates

there may be some ; keeping upon the reserve, as usual, when

he suspects an advantage may be taken. Dr. Clarke, to do him

justice, openly declared what evasions or salvos he had to justify

his subscribing. He considered, I suppose, that without this,

it would be subscribing with mental reservations; which is per

fect Jesuitism. But this writer, perhaps, thinks there is no harm

in it, that it is an innocent practice ; and that so long as he

can but invent some secret evasion to himself, he need have no

concern about satisfying the world. To return to the matter in

hand. As to the Articles, English and Latin. I may just observe,

for the sake of such readers as are less acquainted with these

things, first, that the Articles were passed, recorded, and ratified

in the year 1562, and in Latin only. Secondly, that those Latin

Articles were revised and corrected by the Convocation of 1571.

Thirdly, that an authentic English translation was then made

of the Latin Articles by the same Convocation, and the Latin

and English adjusted as nearly as possible. Fourthly, that the

Articles thus perfected in both languages were published the same

year, and by the royal authority. Fifthly, subscription was re

quired the same year to the English Articles, called the Articles

of J562, by the famous act of the 13th of Elizabethb.

b See the particulars proved at large in Dr. Bennet's Essay on the XXXIX

Articles.
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These things considered, I might justly say, with Bishop

Burnet1", that the Latin and English are both equally authentical.

Thus much however I may certainly infer, that if in any places

the English version be ambiguous, where the Latin original is

clear and determinate ; the Latin ought to fix the more doubt

ful sense of the other, (as also vice versa,) it being evident that

the Convocation, Queen, and Parliament intended the same sense

in both. For instance, in Article the first, the three Persons are

declared to be of one substance ; in the Latin, ejusdem essentia,

that is, of the same essence : from hence it is manifest, that one

substance is equivalent to same substance, or essence. Again, in

Article the second, the English version runs thus : " The Son,

" which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of

" the Father, the very and eternal God, of one substance with the

" Father, &c." Now in the English, the words, " the very and

" eternal God," may possibly be referred to the Father just

before mentioned : but the Latin Article d plainly shews that the

words are to be referred to God the Son, and could not have

been intended of God the Father, in that place. From hence

we see how useful it may be to compare the English and Latin

together, in any doubtful cases : for there cannot be a more

demonstrative proof than this is, (where it can be had,) of the

true sense and meaning of compilers and imposers. And let this

writer pretend what he pleases, when once the true and full sense

of the imposers is fixed and certain, that very sense, and that

only, is bound upon the conscience of every subscriber. This I

have abundantly proved in my former papers : to which I shall

only now add this plain reason ; that, since words are designed

to convey some meaning, if we take the liberty of playing upon

words after the meaning is fixed and certain, there can be no

security against equivocation and idle, in any laws, oath, con

tracts, covenants, or any engagements whatever : all the ends and

uses of speech will hereby be perverted ; and there can be no

such thing as faith, trust, or mutual confidence among men.

I proceed now to set before the reader the tenets of our new

guides, in one column, with the tenets of our Church in another,

opposite column ; that from thence we may form a judgment of

their agreement or disagreement. I shall take my citations of

c Burnet, Preface to the Articles, a temo a Patre genitus, veins et seter-

P- io. nus Deus, ac Patri consubstantialis,

d Filius, qui est Verbum Patris, ab &c. Art. II.
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the first column from Dr. Clarke and his professed disciples ; not

from Mr. Whiston and his, who are known to be less reserved,

and who abhor this kind of fraudulent subscription as much

as I do. I shall not scruple citing some passages out of the

first edition of " Scripture Doctrine," which are left out in the

second; because, though the Doctor does not own them, yet his

disciples must, till they either give better, or yield up the cause

of subscription.

The Scripture doctrine of the

Trinity, according to Dr.

Clarke and his followers.

Dr. Clarke's scheme makes

the Unity of the Son and

Spiritwith the Fatherto be only

figurative, not (necessarily e) an

unity of essence, or individual

substance, but of authority and

consent. Modest Plea, p. 7.

The Father alone is, abso

lutely speaking, the God of the

universe. Clarke, Prop. 8.

The Scripture, when it men

tions the one God, or the only

e Note, that the two words, neces

sarily and individual, here stand for

nothing hut to soften the expression.

Necessarily is of no moment, because

the subscriber is to acknowledge that

the doctrine of one substance is war-

The Scripture doctrine of the

Trinity, according to the

Church of England in her

publicforms.

In the Unity of this God

head there be three Persons of

one substance. Art. 1.

The Son of one substance

with the Father. Art. 2.

The Holy Ghost of one sub

stance with the Father and the

Son. Art. 5.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants of holy Scrip

ture, (Art. 8.) that the Son is

of one substance with the Father,

(Nic. Creed,) and that he is

God of the substance of the

Father; and that we ought

not to confound the Persons,

nor divide the substance. Athan.

Creed.

In the Unity of this God

head there be three Persons.

Art. 1.

It may be proved by most

oertain warrants of holy Scrip-

ranted by Scripture, and therefore

necessarily to be believed. And as to

individual, it signifies nothing here ;

the Doctor, it seems, denying all unity

of substance, and admitting only unity

of authority and consent.
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God, always means the supreme

Person of the Father. Clarke,

Prop. 9.

The Apostle says, God is the

Father, which is the direct con

tradictory to your notion, whose

definition of God is, that he

is the three Persons. Modest

Plea, p. 150.

Demonstration that one God

is one Person only—otherwise

impossible for one Person to

be Ood. Collect, of Queries,

p. 108.

There are not three uncreated

Persons. Clarke, Script. Bod.

p. 429, edit. 1.

The Father (or first Person)

alone is self-existent, underived,

unoriginated,independent,marfe

o/nonef, begotten of none, pro

ceeding from none. Mod. Plea,

P-5-

If any thing, it is most na

tural to infer that he (the Son)

is not the very God, because he

is here so expressly contradis

tinguished from him.

ture, (Art. 8.) that the Godltead

of the Father, of the Son, and

of the Holy Ghost, is all one,

that they are not three Gods,

but one God. Ath. Creed.

0 holy, blessed, and glorious

Trinity, three Persons and one

God. Lit.

Nothing contrary to the word

of God contained in this form.

O Lord, Almighty, everlast

ing God; who art one God,

one Lord, not one only Person,

but three Persons in one sub

stance, &c. Comm. Off.

Ever one God world with

out end, frequently applied to

all the three Persons in our

Church's Collects.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants, &c. (Art. 8.)

that the Son is uncreate, and

the Holy Ghost uncreate: the

Son not made, nor created : the

Holy Ghost neither made, nor

created. A than. Creed.

One Lord Jesus Christ

begotten, not made. Nic. Creed.

The Son the very and

eternal God. Art. 2.

Very God of very God.

Nicene Creed.

f Note, that the Father alone is here reached no further, the rest being to

said to be made of none ; which is be understood of Father without the

directly saying that the other two restriction of alone. But, it seems,

Persons are made. I had observed the Modest Pleader was not aware of

the same of Dr. Clarke's fifth Pro- the significancy of the semicolon, but

position, but had it intimated to me, puts a comma only : wherefore I may

that the Doctor had put a semicolon justly charge him with making two of

at independent ; to shew that alone the Persons creatures.
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The Word, when he ap

peared in the form of God, and

as God, was no more than the

minister and angel of God.

Mod. Plea, p. 30.

It is without any colour from

Scripture, that you affirm each

of the three Persons to have

the same right of dominion.

Mod. Plea, p. 159.

When Dr. Clarke excepted

supremacy and independency, he

plainly, in reason and conse

quence, excepted absolute sin-

finite powers, so that the ob

jector might well have spared

asking in the sixth Query,

whether infinite perfection can

be communicated to a finite

being. Collect, ofQueries, p. 57.

The divine attributes of the

Son are not individually the

same with those of the Father

As to their differing as

finite and infinite, there can be

but one intelligent Being h ab

solutely infinite in all respects.

Collect, of Queries, p. 54, 55.

God, when he is styled Fa

ther, must always be under

stood to be (alrta) a true and

* Note, the word absolute is only to

soften the expression. The author, in

reason and consequence, plainly inti

mates that the powers of the Son and

Holy Ghost are not infinite, and that

they are finite beings.

The whole three Persons are

coeternal together and coequal

equal to the Father as

touching his Godhead. Ath.

Creed.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants of holy Scrip

ture, {Art. 8.) that such as the

Father is, such is the Son, and

such is the Holy Ghost the

Father is Lord, the Son Lord,

and the Holy Ghost Lord ; and

yet not three Lords, but one

Lord. Ath. Creed.

There is but one living and

true God, everlasting—of in

finite power, wisdom, and good

ness and in Unity of this

Godhead there be three Per

sons of one substance, power,

and eternity. Art.i.

That which we believe of the

glory of the Father, the same

we believe of the Son and of

the Holy Ghost, without any

difference or inequality. Comm.

Office.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants of holy Scrip

ture, (Art. 8.) that the Son is

h Note, that intelligent Being is with

this writer, and the whole party,

equivalent to person: so that here

two of the Persons are declared to be

finite beings.
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proper Cause*, really and effi

ciently giving life : which con

sideration clearly removes the

argument usually drawn from

the equality between a Father

and Son upon earth. Clarke,

Script. Doctr. p. 339, 273. ed.

2nd.

The Father alone perfect in

himself. Script. Doctr. p. 273.

Necessary existence is as in

consistent with being begotten,

as to have no cause of existence,

and to have a cause. Mod. Plea,

p.17.

Selfexistent, unoriginate, or

underived, properly expressed

by necessary existence. Mod.

Plea, p. 216,217.

The Son is not self-existent.

Clarke, Prop. 1 2. Comp. Reply,

162, 230, 331.

—avowedly maintain, that

the Son is not necessarily exist-

«yk. Phileleuth. 2nd Letter to

Mangey, p. 27.

An angel might strengthen

him1, who was now in that

state of humiliation, made a

little lower than the angels.

Modest Plea, p. 93.

' Dr. Clarke's notion of a true and

proper cause is of a person acting

upon choice, or rather, acting j (for

acting, with him, implies choice:) so

that his meaning here is that the Fa

ther might choose whether the Son

should exist or no. The latter part of

the citation insinuates, that the Son

is not as truly equal in nature to the

Father, as one man is to another.

k N. B. To deny the Son's neces-

WATERLAND, VOL. II.

God of the substance of the Fa

ther, and man of the sub

stance of his mother ; perfect

God and perfect man. Equal

to the Father as touching his

Godhead. Ath. Creed.

The Son begotten, not made,

of one substance with the Fa

ther. Nic. Creed.

The Son—not made, nor cre

ated, but begotten. Ath. Creed.

The Son the very and

eternal God. Art. 2.

Very God of very God. Nic.

Creed.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants of holy Scrip

ture, (Art. 8.) that the Son is

Almighty, perfect God, equal

to the Father, as touching his

Godhead.

sary existence is the same as to assert

him to be a precarious being, depend

ing as much on the will of the Father,

for his existence, as any creature what

ever, and therefore a creature.

1 Note, this is said of the Son of

God, even in his divine nature, and

whole Person, nor does this author

ever allow the distinction of divine and

human nature, but rejects it, as im

plying a division ofperson. See p. 97.

Y
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The grand principle (of Dr.

Bennet) was, that the Word is

the very God. When this was

onco established, it was rightly

thence inferred, that the Word

cannot be exalted nay, this

supposition will indeed justify

those questions, Was the very

God exalted thereby ? Is it not

blasphemy to suppose it?

Our Saviour was highly exalted

as the reward of his sufferingsFrom the Doctor's prin

ciple, it is a just inference that

the Word never was exalted.

But on the other hand the

Scriptures are clear, that he

who was the instrument of his

Father in the work of creation,

yet had not a kingdom, and

judgment, and dominion, then

committed to him but after

his sufferings and death, &c.

Mod. Plea, p. 97, 98.

This power and dominion to

which Christ is advanced at the

right hand of God, is not only

the highest character and pre

rogative of his Sonship, spoken

of in Scripture, but is the foun

dation of his personal Godhead

and adoration. Collect, of Que

ries, p. 75.

The Son hath a relative om

niscience communicated to him

from the Father ; I mean that

he knoweth all things relating

The Son the very and

eternal God. Art. 2.

Very God of very God. Nie.

Creed.

The Son, which is the Word

of the Father, begotten front

everlasting of the Father, the

very and eternal God, of one sub

stance with the Father. Art. 2.

God, of the substance of the

Father, begotten before the

worlds. Ath. Creed.

Only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of his Father before all

worlds, God of God, very God

of very God. Nic. Creed.

One living and true God, of

infinite power and wisdom: in

the Unity of this Godhead there

be three Persons, &c. Art. 1.
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to the creation and government

of the universe : but yet he

himself confesseth, Matt. xxiv.

36, of that day and hour, &c.

By which all the ancient Ante-

Nicene writers m understand

that our Lord, as the Adyoy, or

Son of God, did not then know

the day ofjudgment. Collect, of

Queries, p. 48, 49. See also

Unity of God not inconsist. p. 8.

There are not three eternal

Persons. Clarke, Script. Doctr.

p. 433. ist ed.

The eternity of God the

Father is revealed in the Old

Testament—in the New Testa

ment it is emphatically ex

pressed, Bom. i. 20. But in

neither is there any mention

of the Son's. Coll. of Queries,

p. 50.

The Word incarnate passible

according to the express de

claration of St. John and St.

Paul. — Whether they who—

make only the human nature

passible, do not shew too little

regard to the plain evidence

of Scripture ? Coll. of Queries,

P- H3-

If Dr. Clarke's scheme be

right, it seems to follow

that all worship ought to be

directed to the Father through

Christ : excepting only that

such worship may be paid to

Christ as Mediator, for which

m Note, that this writer everywhere

professes his agreement with the Ante-

Nicene writers : and though he is en-

That which we believe of the

glory of the Father, the same

we believe of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost, without any

difference, or inequality. Com.

Off.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants of holy Scrip

ture (Art. 8.) that the Son is

eternal, and that the whole

three Persons are coeternal to

gether, and their majesty co-

eternal, and that they are one

eternal. Ath. Creed.

One living and true God

without body, parts, and pas

sions (impassibilis) in the

Unity of this Godliead there be

three Persons, &c. Art. 1.

The Son—the very and eter

nal God—very God and very

man. Art. 2.

It may be proved by most

certain warrants, &c. (Art. 8.)

that the Unity in Trinity, and

the Trinity in Unity is to be

icorshipped. Ath. Creed.

tirely false in reporting their senti

ments, yet it cannot be doubted but

he here gives us his oum.

Y 2
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we have express warrants from

examples in Scripture.

Absolutely supreme honour O holy, blessed, and glorious

due to the Person of the Father Trinity, &c. Lit.

singly, as being alone the su- O Lord, Almighty, everlast-

preme original author of all ing God, who art one God, one

being and power. Clarice, Prop. Lord, not one only Person, but

43. three Persons in one substance,

4-c. Com. Off.

From this view of the doctrine of our Church, compared with

that of our new teachers, it appears that they are entirely oppo

site to each other, and are no more to be reconciled than light

and darkness. And yet I have not took the advantage of

pursuing the doctrine of those gentlemen through its direct,

immediate, and inevitable consequences, in order to make the

contradiction between that and our Church's forms still more

glaring and palpable. Nobody can doubt of their believing the

Son and Holy Ghost to be creatures, if either Arius, or Eu-

nomius, or even Mr. Whiston, ever believed it. They unde

niably believe them to be what every body means by creature,

in common speech and language. This is demonstrable, many

ways, from their writings, and from those very passages which

I have here selected.

1 . If the Father alone be made of none ; then it follows that

the other two Persons are made, that is, are creatures. The

premises are theirs, the conclusion makes itself.

2. If the Father alone be necessarily existing, (as those gentle

men expressly teach,) then is the Son a precarious being, which

is only another name for creature. The same will follow of the

Holy Ghost.

3. If the Son, even as Son of God, wanted an angel to

strengthen him, he must of course be a weak, frail being, that

is, a creature.

4. If the Son, as the A6yos, or Word, was properly exalted,

and in such a sense as cannot without blasphemy be asserted of

the very God, (as these men teach,) then it is evident that the

Son is an imperfect and mutable being, that is, a creature.

5. If God the Son was once ignorant, in his highest nature,

(as these men teach,) and ignorance can belong to nothing but

creatures, he must of consequence be a creature.

6. If neither the Son nor Holy Ghost is the one true God, but
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excluded from the one true Godhead, (as these men assert,) they

must of course be creatures only.

7. If neither the Son nor Holy Ghost be the one infinite

Being, nor have infinite powers, (as these men pretend,) they

can be only Jinite beings ; and every finite being is, of course,

a creature.

8. If Christ's exaltation, after his resurrection, be the sole

foundation of his personal Godhead, (as these men say,) then he

was not God before that exaltation; nor since, in any just and

proper sense, but a creature only.

9. If Christ be passible, in his highest nature, (as those men

teach,) and nothing is passible but a creature ; it evidently follows

that he is a creature.

Thus may it be demonstrated, nine several ways, (and more

might be added,) from their own writings, that the abettors of

the new scheme make God the Son, (and so the Holy Ghost of

course,) as very a creature as ever did Arius, or Eunomius, or

any Arian whatever.

They must not here pretend to run into general declamations

against charging men with consequences which they do not own.

I allow such a plea to be reasonable in some cases, but not in

this. For instance, when a Calvinist is charged with the dis

belief of God's holiness, justice, or goodness ; or an Arminian

with the disbelief of God's prescience, sovereignty, &c. both sides

charging each other with consequences respectively, as if they

were truly their tenets; such conduct on either sido is justly

condemned. But why justly condemned ? Because it is certain

that those consequences, which they draw for each other, are

really not their tenets; since they, respectively, disavow and

abhor any such tenets ; and because they are, respectively, ready,

upon every occasion, to declare their full and entire belief of

those attributes, which they are said to deny ; and would rather

give up their main hypothesis, than be really guilty of any such

impiety against God's perfections. But now as to the consequences

which I charge upon our modern revivers of Arianism, let it be

observed,

1 . That they are many of them so direct, plain, and immediate

from their tenets, that they are hardly so properly consequences, as

the very tenets themselves, differently expressed.

2. Those gentlemen, when pressed with those consequences,

give but too plain suspicion, that they both see and own them,
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and only verbally disclaim them. For they express no abhor

rence or detestation of the supposition of the Son and Holy

Ghost being finite, being precarious in their existence, being

dependent on the will of another. Nor do they ever declare

(except when they subscribe) that either of those two Persons

is infinitely perfect, is strictly omniscient, is all-sufficient, or in

dependent, as to existence, on the will of another. Instead of

taking off the suspicious consequences, they do all they can to

insinuate them into their readers ; avoiding nothing but the

name of creature; all the while inculcating the thing. And if

they are further pressed, they must at length allow, that they

do admit the Son and Holy Ghost to be creatures, in our mean

ing, in the common meaning of creature ; only in some particular

meaning of their own, they think they may deny it, of the Son,

hardly of the Holy Ghost. For the Holy Ghost must be a crea

ture with them, even upon their own definition of a creature; as

being one of those beings brought into existence by the power of

the Son of God, in subordination to the will and power of the

Father". I say then, since the consequences, wherewith we

charge those gentlemen, are plain, certain, and irrefragable ;

since they are not able to shew where they fail, or that they

are no consequences ; since they are not solicitous to ward them

off by expressing any abhorrence of them, or by any acknow

ledgment of the divine perfections of the Son or Holy Ghost, in

their full extent, as understood of the Father ; since they ap

pear only to avoid offensive names, in the mean while insinuating

and inculcating, in other words, the very things with which we

charge them : such being the case, it is just to charge them

with those consequences, as being really their tenets : I say, just,

in the way of disputation; as to legal censure, I concern not

myself with it.

Having shewn how opposite the new scheme is to our Church's

doctrine, it may now be proper to represent, in its true colours,

the case of Arian subscription ; that every such person, when

he presumes to subscribe, may understand how mean and vile

a part he is therein acting. Let his own real sentiments be

here specified, together with his professions, in the words of our

Church, and his evasions to satisfy his conscience, in this sacred

engagement.

" My faith is, that the three Persons are three Beings, and

n See Collection of Queries, p. 60. /
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" three substances; two of them differing from the first, as finite

" and infinite: yet I profess with Article the ist, that they are

" of one substance, (ejusdem essentia,) because the words of one

" substance may either signify I know not what, (see the Case,

" p. 40,) or may be interpreted as Eusebius did the o^uoova-wv, to

" signify that the Son and Holy Ghost have no likeness at all to the

" things which are made, (therefore not made,) but are like the Father

" in every respect, (see the Case, p. 17,) therefore not differing in-

" finitely, or asfinite from infinite.

" My faith is, that the Father only, in opposition to all other

" Persons whatever, is the very and eternal God; and conse-

" quently, that the Son is not the very and eternal God: yet I

" make no scruple to profess, with Article the 2nd, that the Son is

" the very and eternal God: not the same God, but another God;

" two very and eternal Gods, the dicinity of the latter being

" derived from the former.

" I believe that the Holy Ghost is no where set forth in Scrip-

" ture as God, and that he is not included in the one infinite

" substance, but finite of course : yet I readily profess with Article

" the 5th, that the Holy Ghost is of one substance, majesty, and

" glory, with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God : not

" the same God, but another ; in all, three very and eternal Gods",

" by ineffable communication of divine powers and dignity from

" one to the other two.

" My faith is, that to say, God is three Persons, is the direct

" contradictory to the doctrine of St. Paul. Nevertheless, it

" may be proved by most certain warrants of holy Scripture, that

" the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is

" all one, and that they are not three Gods, but one God. ThiB I

" scruple not to profess, because I can understand t/tere are not,

" when I read they are not.

" My faith is, that the Creed called At/uxnasian, composed in

" a very dark and ignorant age, has affirmed more than is neces-

" sary, and more than is trueP, according to the compiler's sense :

" yet I willingly subscribe to Article the 8th, asserting that it

" ought thoroughly to be received and believed, and may be proved

" by most certain warrants of holy Scripture ; because I hope,

0 See my Defence, vol. i. p. 469, p. 418. ist edit, and my Case of Arian

470, 476, 477. Subscription, page 294, &c. of this

p See C'iarkc's Scripture Doctrine, volume.
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" some way or other, to wrest it to a meaning suitable to my

" own hypothesis.

" I do not believe it at all necessary to salvation, to worship

" one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; or to profess perfect

" God and perfect mani united in one Person : yet I readily ac-

" knowledge, with Article the 8th, that it may be proved by most

" certain warrants of holy Scripture, that whosoever does not keep

" this faith whole and undefiled, shall, without doubt, perish ever-

" lastingly.

" My faith is, that there is but one Godhead supreme, viz. the

" Godhead of the Father ; and that the Godhead of the Son is

" not the same Godhead, but inferior, and the Godhead of the

" Holy Ghost still more inferior: yet I willingly allow, with

" Article the 8th, that it may be proved by most certain warrants,

" &c. that the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy

" Ghost is all one, the divinity of the two latter being derived

" from the former.

" My faith is, that there are not three eternal Persons, and that

" particularly as to the eternity of the Son, there is no mention at

" all of it in Scripture : yet it may be proved by most certain

" warrants of holy Scripture, that the whole three Persons are co-

" eternal togetlier; that is, so far as an existence before times, or

" ages, necessarily implies coeternal".

" I do by no means allow that the three Persons are, or can

" be, one eternal: yet I readily profess it may be proved, &c. that

" tliey are not three eternals, but one eternal, because I can put there

" for they, tacitly supposing one, when I read the other.

" My faith is, that God the Son is precarious in his existence,

" that he has no foundation of his personal Godhead, but his

" exaltation, that he is no more than an angel of God, that an

" angel might strengthen him, that he was once ignorant in his

" highest nature, and was properly exalted, (all which it would

" be blasphemy to ascribe to the very God, or to any thing but a

" creature, according to the common acceptation of creature,)

" yet I scruple not to assert that he is very God of very God,

" and that he is the very and eternal God, neither made, nor

" created ; that is to say, neither made nor created by himself*,

" but by the Father only.

i See my Case of Arian Subscrip- tion, p. 307, &c. of this volume,

tion, p. 295, &c. of this volume. * See Collection of Queries, p. 60.

r See my Case of Arian Subscrip-
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" My belief is, that to say, three Persons are one God, is eon-

" trary to Scripture : yet I scruple not to declare that the Book

" ofCommon Prayer, which frequently asserts and inculcates that

" very thing, contains nothing contrary to the word of God.

" I do not believe that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are

" one God; it is contradictory to St. Paul: yet I am content to

" say, O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three Persons and

" one God, &c. And frequently, in my yearly course of prayers,

" I call upon all the three, under the style and title of one God :

" for, though it be delivering a formal lie, before God and man,

" and in a point of the highest consequence ; yet 1 make no

" scruple of it, because / must freely own, that I see no con-

" tradiction, no necessary absurdity, in the use of what a man may

" wish to Jiave in some things corrected.

" To conclude, I do not believe that the glory of the Son, or

" of the Holy Ghost, is any way comparable to the glory of the

" Father : yet I scruple not to be the mouth of the congre-

" gation, in saying, 4 That which we believe of the glory of the

" Father, the same we believe of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,

" without any difference or inequality. This solemn mockery,

" in the face of God and man, may lawfully be used; because,

" again, I see no absurdity in the use of what a man may wish

" to have in some things corrected."

This representation of the import of Arian subscription,

I take to be fully supported by what hath been above cited ;

though I have not every where used their very words ; thinking

it sufficient to give their certain sense. I might easily have

drawn it out into a much greater length, but that I am un

willing to be tedious, and incline to think that the very meanest

readers may now fully apprehend what a grimace and banter

our Arian reconcilers make of their solemn subscription. Yet

they stand up for it, even in printed books ; as if the first

elements of sincerity were almost lost ; or common sense wero

extinct among us. This it is that has obliged me to be so

particular, and to lay these things plain and open before the

eyes of the readers, that they may even see how the case stands,

almost without the pain of any thought or reflection.

I might here take leave of this writer, having abundantly

confuted his confident assertion about the generality, or lati-

1 See Case of Subscription to the XXXIX Articles, p. 46.
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tude of expression, supposed in our Church's doctrine of the

Trinity. It is, now at least, clear and manifest, that the

expressions of our public forms (so far as concerns the points

in dispute) are fixed, special, and determinate as possible : nor

could the wit of man invent any more particular or stronger ex

pressions against the new scheme, than are already in our Greeds,

Liturgy, and Articles.

This ■writer's main pretenco being thus taken off, other oc

casional or incidental passages may deserve the less notice.

But since I have begun, I shall now go through with him, and

answer every little cavil, which may either seem to require it,

or may give me an opportunity of further illustrating any part

of our present argument.

Object. " If the meaning of the Articles be in such a sense one

" meaning, that they can be subscribed honestly only by such as

" agree in that one meaning ; all, or all but one, of those great

" men, Bp. Bull, Dr.Wallis, South, Sherlock, Bennet, &c. must

" have been guilty, fee." p. 5.

Answer. If this writer can shew that any of those great

men contradicted any point of doctrine plainly determined

by our Church, as I have shewn of him and his party;

then 1 condemn those men, be they ever so considerable,

as well as the Arian subscribers: but if they differed in ever

so many questions relating to the Trinity, (as there may

be a great many,) and none of those questions decided either

way by our Church ; their differing in such undetermined

points does not affect their subscription, any more than their

differing about the inhabitants of the moon. Let this gen

tleman shew what positions of those great men plainly con

front the positions of our Church ; that so they may be

condemned, as they ought to be, and their subscription with

them. Or if this cannot be shewn, how impertinent is the

objection !

Object. "When any Church requires subscription to its own

" sense of particular passages of Scripture, which do not contain

" the terms of salvation,.and refuses communion with those who

" cannot conform to that, it is confessed that such a Church does

" that whioh it ought not to do," p. 5.

Answer. This is entirely foreign. Subscription is not a term

of lay-communion, but of ministerial conformity, or acceptance

of trusts and privileges : so that this gentleman here seems
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to have forgot what he was upon. Besides that, had the

dispute really been about the terms of communion, his pretence

is not pertinent ; because the Doctrine of a coeternal Trinity is

really a fundamental Article, and such as our Church declares to

be necessary to salvation.

Object. " The Articles are so composed, that sotno of them

" are on all hands allowed to be left at large, the composers

" intending a latitude, &c." p. 8.

Answer. I admitted this, in my papers before, and suffici

ently shewed how impertinent the plea is to the point in hand.

Undoubtedly, it never was the intent of our Church to de

termine all questions relating to every subject whereof it

treats. Yet she intended to determine, and has determined,

many questions ; particularly the main questions between Pro

tectants and Papists, between Catholics and Arians. When

Franciscus a Sancta Clara" took upon him to reconcile our

Articles to Popery ; what did he else but play the Jesuit, and

render himself ridiculous ? The like has been since done by our

Arian reconcilers, with as much wresting and straining, and with

as little success. It might be diverting enough, (were not the

thing too serious, and full of sad reflections,) to compare the

Papist and the Arian together, and to observe which of them

has been the greater master in this exercise of wit, and has

found out the most ingenious and surprising comment upon an

Article. Our Articles however will stand, in their own native

light, in defiance to both ; so long as gravity, sobriety, and

manly thought shall be esteemed and valued above the little arts

of equivocating, and playing upon words. The Articles are not

general, so far as concerns our present debate ; and we need not

inquire further. There is a medium, I suppose, between deter

mining all questions, and determining none: one might justly

wonder how this writer could be insensible of it, and fall into so

unaccountable a way of reasoning.

Object. " We must have some criteria by which we may judge

" which these particular Articles are, &c."

Answer. The criteria, in the present case, are plain words,

not capable of an Arian meaning. In other cases, any certain

indication of the imposer's meaning is a criterion to fix the sense

u The title is, Exposilio paraphrastica Articulorum Confessionis Anglicce.

Published A. D. 1634.
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of a proposition. When there are neither plain words, nor any

other certain indication of the imposer's meaning; the Article, so

far, is left at large, and the point left undetermined.

Object. " One man subscribes to the truth of this general pro-

" position, in the Unity of this Godhead there be three Persons :

" meaning by this, that each divine Person is an individual

" intelligent Agent, but as subsisting in one undivided substance,

" they are altogether, in that respect, but one undivided intelligent

" Agent. Another man, who does not understand this notion,

" nay, that sees a contradiction in it, is convinced that each of the

" three Persons is an intelligent Agent, whereof the Son and

" Holy Ghost is subordinate to the Father : what hinders that

" he cannot subscribe honestly and fairly to the general propo-

" sitionT p. 12.

Answer. Here are several mistakes. In the first place, that

proposition of the first Article is not general, but special, in respect

of the Arian controversy. This Godhead plainly denotes the

one divine nature, " the one living and true God,1,1 before de

scribed in that Article. " In the Unity of this Godhead there

" be three Persons therefore the three Persons are the " one

" living and true God ;" directly contrary to the Arian doctrine,

and to the new scheme ; which is nothing else but old Arianism

revived. As to the explication which this gentleman carps at, it

is not properly an explication of the Article, (which meddles not

at all with the question of intelligent Agents,) but it is deter

mining a point relating to the subject, more particularly than the

Article hath done ; and this in answer to an objection raised out

of men's over curiosity in those matters. I know no reason this

writer has to find fault with that solution, more than this, that it

fully answers an objection which the party are apt most to

triumph in. Intelligent Agent is understood either of Person or

Being. Unus intelligens Agens, or unum intelligens Agens, may

be equally rendered one intelligent Agent : the former signifying

intelligent Person, the latter intelligent Being. In the former

sense, every Person is an intelligent Agent ; in the latter, all the

three are one intelligent Agent : therefore intelligent Agent and

Person are not reciprocal. He that teaches this doctrine sub

scribes honestly, because he believes all that the Article teaches ;

and besides, guards it from objections. But he that interprets

the Article to mean no more than that there are three Persons,

two of which aro subordinate to one, is worthy of censure : first,
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for giving us, at least, a lame interpretation, short of the true

and full meaning of the Article : or, secondly, for doubling upon

the word subordinate, understanding by it inferior; excluding

the two Persons from the one supreme Godhead, and thereby

running directly counter to the true sense of the Article, which

supposes all the three to be the " one living and true God," and

expressly asserts that they are " of one substance, power, and

" eternity." This writer may now be able to distinguish

between an honest and a fraudulent subscriber ; if he does but

know the difference between one who fully believes the whole of

what he professes, and one who either believes it but in part, or

really disbelieves the greatest part of it.

Object. " Should any one arise, and declare those men to be

" prevaricators who differ from the doctrine he lays down as

" the meaning of the Article ; I ask, whether this be not to put

" his own sense or comment to be the meaning of the Article ?

" The fault which is condemned by the King's Declaration, and

" which King Charles threatened with displeasure, was, the

" drawing the Article aside any way or either way," p. 13, 14.

Answer. I perceive, this author knows little either of the

history, design, or meaning of King Charles's Declaration. The

design was to put a stop to the quinquarticular controversy,

then warmly agitated. The King, to prevent or quiet those

disputes, thought it the most prudent way to forbid either

party's being more particular than the Articles themselves had

been. And we find that, in fact, both sides were censured when

they launched out beyond the general meaning of the Articles

in that controversy; the King looking upon any meaning

beyond the general one, to be a man's own meaning or sense,

not the meaning or sense of the Article. What is this to the

point we are upon, where the meaning was never thought to be

general only, either by that King, or any other, or by any

considering man else ? He that declares and demonstrates the

sense to be special and determinate, against ancient or modern

Arians, does not put his own sense upon the Articles, neither

does he " draw the Articles aside any way;" but he secures to

the Articles their own true and certain meaning, and rescues

them from the fraudulent comments of those who really " draw

" them aside," and most notoriously pervert them. The royal

Declaration orders every man to submit to the Article " in the

" plain and full meaning thereof," which if it be understood to
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reach to our present case, (though the King seems to have had

an eye chiefly, or solely, to quite another thing,) is a clear con

demnation of this gentleman, and of every Arian subscriber.

Object. " When Mr. Rogers published his Comment upon the

" Articles, his book, says Dr. Fuller, gave very great offence,

" because he confined the Articles to too narrow a meaning,"

p. 17.

Answer. Very right ; and I take Mr. Rogers to have been

blamable in so doing. But it is not said that Mr. Rogers

confined all the Articles, or the Articles concerning the Trinity,

to " too narrow a meaning ;" nor can this writer shew that we

do it, in condemning the Arians as fraudulent subscribers.

Object. " Such a latitude of subscription was allowed by the

" Council of Nice," p. 16.

Answer. The fact cannot bo proved ; but the contrary may,

if there be a proper occasion. However, I have no need to insist

upon it, at present, because our Liturgy, Articles, and Athanasian

Creed are more particular and determinate than the Council of

Nice : bo that, now at least, the sense of the oixoouaiov is fixed

and determined, to every subscriber, beyond all cavil or ex

ception.

Object. " Had the compilers or imposers intended to have

" been more determinate upon any point, they ought to have

" been more explicit and particular,"1 p. 17, 18.

Answer. I defy the wit of man to invent any expressions

more particular and explicit, than many of those are, which

appear in our public forms ; so far as concerns the true faith in

the Trinity in opposition to the Arian doctrines. They have

guarded against every thing but equivocation, mental reservation,

and a violent perverting of their certain meaning. This is

enough among men of sense and probity, which is always sup

posed. No laws, oaths, covenants, or contracts, can ever stand

upon any other foot than this, that when they are plainly

enough worded for every man to understand that will be honest,

it is sufficient ; though it were still possible for men of guile to

invent some sinister meaning. I desire no other favour than to

have our public forms, in this case, tried by the same rule.

I may observe, by the way, how unwarily this writer has

furnished us with an argument (which his party perhaps may

give him no thanks for) in behalf of our forefathers, for their

enlarging of Creeds. He would have told them, even after the
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compiling of the Athanasian Creed, that " they ought still to

" have been more explicit and particular," if they would securo

the point they aimed at. I do not altogether differ from him,

provided the thing could be done ; and upon the supposition that

we have been gradually departing, further and further, from the

primitive plainness and sincerity. Nevertheless, I can hardly

think of any additional security to what is already, except it

were such as we have seen added to the abjuration oath ; a caveat

against any equivocation, evasion, or mental reservation whatso

ever : which yet would not bind up those that can leap over any

thing ; (and honest men are the same, without it or with it ;)

only it might make them ashamed of ever appearing after, in

defence of any equivocating practices.

Object. " Where a man does all that he is commanded to do,

" and does it openly, and with all the circumstances enjoined,

" he cannot be taxed with any defect in, or breach of, regard to

" his superiors,'" p. 18.

Answer. For the purpose ; if a man takes the abjuration oath,

openly, with all the circumstances enjoined, only not believing a

syllable of it ; he is, no doubt, very faithful to, very observant of>

his superiors. There is only this circumstance wanting, (which if

it be not enjoined, is always supposed necessary, and to need no

enjoining,) that the man be sincere : and this one defect turns all

his pretended regard to his superiors into a direct affront, rude

ness, and iniquity towards them.

Object. " He that thinks the general words, Swear not at all,

" to be exclusive of all oaths, and he that thinks it lawful to

" swear in some cases, can subscribe to, or give an unfeigned

" assent to, St. Matthew's Gospel," p. 21.

Answer. But if either of them as certainly knows that his

pretended sense of " Swear not at all," is not the true sense of

Christ, as our Arian subscribers know that their sense of the

Articles is not the true sense of our Church ; such a Person in

professing an unfeigned assent to St. Matthew's Gospel, would

give himself the lie, and be guilty of a vile hypocrisy and pre

varication. This author is forced to allow, in the next page,

(p. 22,) that he and his party " take the propositions" (of our

Church " in a sense which they know teas not the sense of the

" compilers and imposers," p. 22.

Object. " If they" (the compilers and imposers) " happen so

" to have expressed themselves that their words are consistent
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" with Scripture, their propositions may be assented to, though

" in a sense different from what they were originally intended

" by the compilers."

Answer. They have not happened so to express themselves as

that their words may be consistent with what this writer calls

Scripture ; any otherwise than as a man may /tappen, after using

the plainest and strongest words that can be thought on to

express his sense, to fall into ill hands that will industriously

pervert it. This indeed may happen, in any laws, oatlis, contracts,

or engagements whatever, however cautiously worded: nor is

there any security against it (as before said) but the common

sense and probity of mankind ; nor any rule to go by in such

cases, if a liberty be once taken of running against the known,

certain meaning of the imposers. Get loose from this, and the

rest is wild confusion, endless playing upon words, and making

a jest and banter of all speech and language.

Object. " If their words are fairly capable of a Scripture

" meaning, then a man may subscribe to those words : if they

" are not, it is not lawful to subscribe," p. 23.

Answer. By Scripture meaning, this writer understands his

own Arian meaning. I readily rest the issue of the whole cause

upon this very point. If the words of our Church's forms be

fairly capable of such a meaning, it is lawful to subscribe. But

it is evident as the light, that they are many of them neither

fairly, nor at all capable of such a meaning as the new scheme

requires; and therefore, by this gentleman's own confession,

it is not lawful for him or his party to subscribe. Indeed, words

are not fairly capable of a false sense, if we are any way certain

of the true one ; that is, of the sense intended by the speaker or

writer. We cannot fairly misconstrue any words, if we are fully

conscious of the true construction ; though the words themselves

might otherwise bear it. This I lay down as a rule of truth,

which I think will hold in most, perhaps in all cases. But I have

no occasion for it in the present dispute, because the words

themselves are by no means capable of an Arian construction,

consistent with grammar, or custom of speech. This I have abun

dantly proved in my former papers, (chapter the 5th,) and now

again in these : and this writer himself appears to be sensible of

it, with respect to the Liturgy and Athanasian Creed, at least, by

his profound silence on that head ; never attempting to confute

that part, though the most material in our present controversy.
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When therefore this gentleman says, that he pleads not for

subscription with such reserves as, " so far as is agreeable to

" Scripture," he only betrays his want of reach. Dr. Clarke

never yet discarded that principle, so far as I know, though his

disciples have; and perhaps he is the wiser in not doing it.

However, I never directly charged the Doctor with holding that

principle, as this writer falsely pretends, page the 24th; but I

shewed that the Doctor must have that, or nothing, to retreat

to at length, and that he had expressed himself in such a man

ner as to create just suspicion that he really gave into it ; having

never expressly condemned it, and having used such arguments

for subscribing, as will either justify both kinds of reservation, or

neither.

Object. " It is a shallow artifice indeed, in controverted points,

" to assume that a man's interpretations of Scripture are Scrip-

" ture, and that his adversary's are not so : but it is the artifice,

" shallow as it is, that runs through the Doctor's book, and

" makes him treat his adversaries with so much insolence," p. 25 •

Answer. This writer appears here to have been much out of

humour: the reason is, I had unravelled a piece of sophistry

whereon a mighty stress was laid ; which is very provoking. The

sophistry was this :

'* The Church of England permits the subscriber to receive and

" believe whatever is agreeable to Scripture.

" We of the new scheme are ready to receive whatever is agree-

" able to Scripture, as by us interpreted.

" Therefore the Church of England permits us to subscribe in

" our own sense of Scripture."

The fallacy, I observed, lay here, that the Church of England,

by Scripture, must mean her own sense of Scripture, as to points

by her determined : and therefore the argument really concluded

for the Church's sense, which they made to conclude for the Arian

sense, though not the Church's. " The Church surely," said I,

" has as good a right to call her interpretations by the name of

" Scripture, as the Arians have to call theirs so ; and then her

" requiring subscription to • that only which is agreeable to Scrip-

" ture,' is requiring subscription in her own sense of Scripture,

and none else. Let the Arian sense of Scripture be Scripture

" to Arians ; but then let them subscribe only to Arian exposi-

" tions; which are nothing akin to those of our Church

* See my Case of Arian Subscription, p. 276, 277, of this volume.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. Z
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Now, this angry gentleman, either not understanding (for

what is so blind as passion ?) what I was talking about, or in

dustriously dissembling it, represents me as not allowing the

Arians to call their own sense of Scripture Scripture : notwith

standing that I had allowed it, in full and express words. But

I suffer them not to think that they subscribe according to the

true intent and meaning of our Church, by subscribing to their

own sense of Scripture, which is not the Church's, but repugnant

to it. I suppose only that the compilers of our forms, and imposers,

were not bereft of common sense, were not downright idiots;

intending a subscription to bind men up, and at the same time

leaving every man as much at liberty as if there were no sub

scription. They that can suppose the governors of Church and

State so weak and silly as this comes to, must not take it amiss,

if we remove the undeserved reproach from wise, great, and good

men, and return it to the proper owners.

Object. " It is an unaccountable method of arguing, in Dr.

" Waterland, that because state oaths, which are contrived and

" penned without ambiguity, and on purpose to guard against

" some particular things or persons, ought not to be taken in

" any sense but that of the imposers that therefore sub-

" scriptions in cases which are not parallel, are fraudulent.

" Such arguments are only arguments of calumny and slander ;

" and only prove that he that urges such, wants nothing but

" power to persecute," p. 19.

Answer. This gentleman is again pressed somewhere very hard,

to make him forget his temper. I have told the world nothing

but the plain truth, that the case of oaths and subscriptions is

parallel. I now appeal to the passages above cited : and, let

every reader judge whether they be not as directly opposite to

the new scheme, as the abjuration oath itself is against a Popish

successor ; saving only the caveat in the close, against equivoca

tions. Which proviso, however, is always to be understood

(though not particularly expressed) in all subscriptions, contracts,

covenants, oaths, &c. Our courts of justice have not judged it

necessary to add the like caveat upon the taking of every oath,

because the age is not, at present, thought wicked enough to

want it : what it may be in a while, if such loose principles as 1

am here confuting, prevail, I do not say. But to proceed : it will

not be a harder matter to elude and pervert any oath whatever,

than it is to evade the many strong expressions of our Church

J
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in favour of a coequal and coeternal Trinity. This is what the

gentleman is so angry at, that he has no way to avoid the force

of the argument but by a confident avowal of a false fact; as if

out public forms, as well as slate oath, were not penned, in this

case, without ambiguity, and on purpose to guard against some

particular things or persons. He that calls this plain argument

calumny and slander, commits the very fault which he condemns,

in calling good, evil : and as to the mean insinuation about per

secuting, I suppose it needs no answer.

Object. " If the Archbishops and Bishops, or even the Legis-

" lature itself, cannot determine what shall be judged agreeable

" or disagreeable to the Articles, the insolence of a private man

" must be intolerable, who shall presume to dictate to others,

" and to charge men with prevarication and fraudulent subscrip-

" tion, &c." p. 33.

Answer. Softer words might have served as well, and have

never hurt the argument, if it be any : the world will easily see

the difference between reasoning and railing. I take not upon

mo to determine what the Bishops or Legislature may do : nor is

it my province to make authentic interpretations valid in the

courts of law. But, I humbly conceive, it lies within my compass

to state a plain case of conscience, to detect hose casuistry, and to

remonstrate against it. 1 know of no insolence there is in deter

mining, that coequal signifies coequal, or coeternal coeternal;

that one God does not signify three Gods, nor one substance three

substances ; or that the word they is something more than a

different spelling for there. These and the like plain things

common sense had determined long ago ; I only repeat : deciding

for the court of conscience, not the courts ofjustice, as this gentle

man, by mistake, seems to apprehend.

Object. " Dr. Waterland indeed refers us to the writers of

" the time when the Articles were compiled To send a man

" to the writers of that time to know the meaning of the

" Articles, when no man wrote by authority, is to make those

" writers the standard of the Church of England, and not its

" own words or declarations," p. 34, 35.

Answer. It is pleasant to observe how this author strains to

make me say something which he thinks he may tolerably

answer, diverting the reader from the main point. I referred

to the scope and intention of the writers y, in order to know the

y See my Case of Subscription, p. 267 of this volume.

z 2
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meaning of their writings/ which I hope is no unreasonable

method: and I was there speaking of writings in general.

But as to the particular case, now in hand, I no where send a

man to the writers of that time; nor does so plain a matter

require it. The words themselves are sufficient, and carry their

own interpretation with them. I desire no further postulatum

than this, that our language has not been quite reversed ; that

light does not now signify darkness, or a triangle a square. I

can wave abundance of niceties which might occur on the subject

of subscription, and might be properly brought in, upon more

doubtful cases. In the mean while, I may observe, that this

author's argument is ridiculous enough, that the writers of the

time may not be useful to discover the scope and intention,

(suppose of a law or an article,) because those writers were not

law-makers, or men in authority. It is well for the historians,

that they do not often meet with such hard measure.

Object. " Let Dr. Waterland vindicate the Arminians from

" the charge of unrighteousness and deceit, and I will venture

" then to acquit even his adversaries from the same charge, by

" the same arguments. All the world must own (our Articles)

" to be formed upon Calvinistical principles ; and to have been

" deemed Cahinistical Articles by our own Archbishops, and by

" whole Convocations in England and Ireland. Has that

" learned Bishop (Bull) proved unanswerably, that the sense of

" the compilers of our Articles was not Cahinistical? It is one

" thing to say, that the Articles are so expressed, as not neces-

" sarily to oblige men to profess Calvinism : but it is another to

" say, that the sense of the compilers was not Calvinistical.

" Did Archbishop Whitgift know the sense of the compilers of our

" Articles f Did Archbishop Usher S Did our Universities in

" Whitgiffs times ? Did the Irish Convocations which settled

'* theirArticles ? Did our Divinity Professors in Queen Elizabeth's

" days V

Answer. Before I come directly to the matter, I must observe

that this writer here seriously delivers his persuasion, that our

Articles are Calvinistical, and formed upon Cahinistical prin

ciples; at the same time, as I conceive, acknowledging himself

an Arminian ; which I suppose may be true of the rest of the

party. If this be really the case, I must come upon them with

a double charge of prevaricating in their subscription. The

Calvinists, agreeably to their principles, have indeed often pre
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tended that the Articles are Calvinistical : the Anti-Calvinists,

on the other hand, have as constantly pleaded that the Articles

are not Calvinistical, but rather Anti- Calvinistical ; that they

are not against them, but rather on their side. And thus the

contending parties have gone on, endeavouring to justify their

subscriptions, respectively, by their different persuasions. But

here, it seems, is a new set ofmen, believing the Articles to be

Calvinistical, and subscribing in Arminianism : and they are the

first that ever boasted of so unaccountable a conduct. To ex

cuse one fault they commit another, heaping sin upon sin, and

proclaiming their own condemnation. Let them get off from

the charge as they can : as to others, who understand the nature

of our Articles too well to think them Calvinistical, they are

very excusable in their avowal of Arminianism ; so far as our

divines do really avow it : for I know not that they have ever

adopted the whole Arminian system. The historical hints given

by this writer carry so little of argument in them, that if he has

not a great deal more to urge, he will never be able to prove

that our Articles are Calvinistical. When he speaks of all the

world's owning it, he betrays nothing but his unacquaintedness

with books and men. Has he never seen Dr. Bennefs Di

rections, or Bishop Bull's Apologia, or Heylin's Quinquarticular

History, or Plaifere's Appello Evangelium, or Mountague's

Appello Caesarem, to name no more? Does all the world own

that these great men were mistaken; or that they have not

sufficiently shewn that the pretence of the Calvinists is entirely

groundless I

For my own part, I think it has been abundantly proved,

that our Articles, Liturgy, &c. are not Calvinistical; but I have

no need to insist upon the negative : let this writer, or any man

else, prove the affirmative, that they are Calvinistical, as is

pretended. What he means by whole Convocations in England,

determining the Articles to be Calvinistical, I do not at all

understand. When he tells me what Convocations, and when,

the thing may be considered : in the mean while, let it pass for

a slip of his pen. His other historical hints may be thrown into

order of time, and in such order I shall here briefly consider

them. His vouchers are,

1. Archbishop Whitgift.

2. Our Divinity Professors in Queen Elizabeth's days.

3. Our Universities in Whitgift's time.
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4. The Irish Convocations.

5. Archbishop Usher.

These are the particulars of the evidence, hinted rather than

produced, to prove that our Articles are Calvinistical, or formed

upon Calvin's principles.

As to Archbishop Whitgift, the Universities, and their pro

fessors, they all fall within the same compass of time ; and their

judgment in this matter was discovered chiefly in the year 1595 :

in the two famous cases of Mr. Barret and Dr. Baro. At that

time Calvinism appears to have prevailed at Cambridge beyond

what it had formerly donez. The seeds had been sown by

Cartwright some time before, while he was Margaret Professor

there; and the learned Whitaker, who was made Regius Pro

fessor in 1580, very much promoted and furthered their growth.

Yet Dr. Baro, of Anti-Calvinistical principles, was Professor

(Margaret Professor) before Whitaker, about 1 57 1 ; and had

for many years gone on in his Lectures, without any censure or

disturbance. Calvinism however by degrees prevailing, and

especially under the influence and authority of Whitaker, the

opposite opinion, of course, lost ground. But there were several

considerable men, notwithstanding, who approved not the

Calvinian tenets ; and among the rest, Mr. Barret, then Fellow

of Caius College. In the year 1 595, he took the freedom, in a

Sermon ad clerum, to censure the Calvinian tenets, and even

Calvin himself, very smartly. This gave offence to the Vice-

Chancellor (or deputy Vice-Chancellor) and Heads, who pro

ceeded against him, and forced him at length to sign a feigned

retractation, which they had drawn up for him. It appears

from the form of retractation, that the Heads who drew it up,

or enjoined it, thought our 17th Article to favour them.

Within a while, this matter was laid before Archbishop Whit

gift, who, in a letter to the Lord Burghley, expresses his great

dislike of the proceedings against Barret, for that some of the

points which the Heads had caused him to recant, were " such

" as the best learned Protestants, then living, varied in judgment

" upon ; and that the most ancient and best divines in the land

" were in the chiefest points in opinion, against their reso-

" lutions3,'" the resolutions of the Heads, in Barret's case.

Hitherto then we have little reason to believe that our Articles

z See Mr. Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 435. » Ibid. p. 450.
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favoured Calvinism, if Archbishop Whitgift was any judge of it.

But besides this, the Archbishop had sent a letter to the Headsh,

wherein he tells them that in some points of Barret's Retrac

tation, they had made him to affirm " that which was contrary

" to the doctrine holden and expressed by many sound and

" learned divines in the Church of England, and in other

" churches likewise, men of best account ; and that which, for

" his own part, he thought to be false, and contrary to the

" Scriptures. For the Scriptures were plain, that God by his

" absolute will did not hate and reject any man. There might

" be impiety in believing the one ; there could be none in

" believing the other. Neither was it contrary to any Article of

" religion, established by authority in this Church of England,

" but rather agreeable thereto."

He goes on to ask, upon this and that point maintained by

Barret, against "what Article of religion established in this

" Church was it V and some opinions of Barret whioh the Arch

bishop thought untrue, yet, he said, had no "article directly

" against them.'1 Thus far the Archbishop. Next it is ob

servable that Whitaker, in his Answer to the Archbishop0,

specified no Article of the Church to justify the proceedings

against Barret. " For the points of doctrine," saith he, " we

" are fully persuaded that Mr. Barret hath taught untruth, if

" not against the Articles, yet against the religion of our Church,

" publicly received ; and always held in her Majesty's reign, and

" maintained in all sermons, disputations, and lectures." This

plea of Whitaker's is false in fact, though he might not be aware

of it. For, to say nothing of Harsnet's Sermon at St. Paul's

Cross, in 1584, and of Hooker's at the Temple, in the year 1585,

both condemning absolute reprobation; Dr. Baro, at Cambridge,

had held lectures, preached sermons, and determined in the schools

against the Calvinian tenets, for the space of fourteen or fifteen

years before : as may be inferred from a letter of the Heads to

the Lord Burghley, their Chancellor, extant in Heylind, bearing

date March 8, 1595. But, however this matter be, it is ob

servable, that though the Heads in Barret's case had appealed to

Article the 17 th, and the Archbishop had particularly demanded

of them to make good their proceedings by any Articles of

the Church ; yet Dr. Whitaker then thought it the wisest

b See Strype, p. 440. 0 See Strype's Appendix, p. 199. d Heylin's

Quinquaiticular Hist. p. 624.
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and safest way to drop further appeals to the Articles, and to

rest his cause rather upon the current doctrine of divines. Now,

though it were ever so true that Calvinism had obtained many

years in the pulpits, and professors' chairs, it no more follows

from thence that Calvinism was the doctrine laid down in

our Articles, than that the Cartesian philosophy was there, for

the time it prevailed. AH that can be justly inferred from it,

is, that the generality of our divines thought the Calvinian tenets

to be consistent with our Articles ; and they might mistake even

in that also. But to proceed in the story of Barret.

The Heads of the University, afterwards, make their humble

suit to the Archbishop, to favour and countenance their pro

ceedings against Barret. cThey allege that several positions of

Barret were contrary to the Articles, Catechisms, and Common

Prayer ; but they neither specify those positions , nor at that

time point to any Article, or particular passage of the Catechisms

or Common Prayer ; so that this general charge is of little or no

moment. Some time after, Dr. Whitaker charged Barret upon

the Articles of the Church, and particularly on the i ith, of Justi

fication. But the Archbishop still declared that he did not yet

perceive f how such a certain position of Barret's, which he had

been charged with as impugning the Articles, did really differ

from any Article of our Church. And as Dr.Whitaker had

particularly charged him upon the Article of Justification, the

Archbishop was not satisfied with it ; but desired that further

inquiry might be made of those points " wherein they thought he

" varied from the book of Articles." sAt last a favourable re

tractation was by the Archbishop appointed for Barret ; and so

this matter ended. From the whole proceedings nothing certain

can be gathered as to any Calvinism being taught by our Ar

ticles. The Calvinists were willing to claim them, and made

some pretences that way ; but, at length, rather dropped than

pursued it; not being able to make that point good, though

often insisted on by the Archbishop.

It may be said, that the Archbishop however, upon this

occasion, countenanced and authorized the Lambeth Articles,

drawn up by Whitaker on the foot of Calvinism. This is very

true, though it is not so certain that the Archbishop understood

them in so strict a sense as Whitaker did : for that they were

e See Strype, p. 450. ' Ibid. p. 456. s Ibid. p. 455.
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thought capable of a milder and softer construction, appears by

Baro's orthodox explanation11 of them, which he sent to the

Archbishop, vindicating his own sentiments to be consonant to

the doctrine of the Church of England, in her avowed Articles,

and urging that the Lambeth Articles were not to be understood

so as to thwart the old Articles of the Church'. However,

admitting that the Archbishop was so far a Calvinist, at last, as

really to countenance the Lambeth Articles in their most rigid

sense; yet this does not prove that he thought the same doc

trine to be taught in the Articles of our Church. For had that

been the case, what occasion was there for drawing up nine new

Articles ? Might not the old ones have served for quieting all

differences ? It is plain from hence, that the old Articles were not

thought sufficient to end the dispute, or to condemn the Anti-Cal-

vinists ; but new ones were devised to supply that defect : which

new ones might indeed be thought, by some, consistent with the

old ones ; and that is all. We see however, that the Lambeth

Articles, in their strictest sense, appeared to others not very

consistent with the doctrine of our Church. And it is well

known that the Queen and Court disliked themk, that they

thought them destructive ofpiety and government ; and the Arch

bishop, for countenancing them, narrowly escaped a prcemunire.

I have but just touched upon Baro's prosecution, not thinking

it necessary to relate that whole affair, which may be seen at

large in our historians. He was an Anti-Calvinist, and had

been so for many years in his sermons and lectures ; was never

called to account for it before the year 1595, then defended him

self handsomely, and had the favour and countenance of Lord

Burghley, who reprimanded the warm proceedings of the Heads

against him, and told them that " as good and as ancient were

" of another judgment," and that " they might punish him, but

" it would be for well-doing1." This discountenance from Court

stopped the prosecution ; and Baro enjoyed his professorship

some time longer, till his resignation of it.

Mr. Strypem mentions four considerable men of that Univer

sity, that favoured Baro and his cause : Mr. Overal, Dr. Clayton,

h Strype's Append, p. 201. Vid. p. 131. and Collier's Eccl. Hist. vol.

etiam Hist. Attic. Lamb. ii. p. 734.

1 Strype's Life of Whitg. p. 466. 1 Strype's Life of Whitgift, p. 473.

k See the Letter to the Duke of m Ibid. p. 473.

Buckingham in Heylin's Life of Laud,
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Mr. Harsnet, and Dr. Andrews. Overal succeeded Whitaker in

the Regius Professorship soon after : so that I think the writer

of the pamphlet had no occasion to boast of the Divinity Pro

fessors of that time. Baro, an Anti-Calvinist, was Margaret

Professor before Whitaker was Regius : and the immediate suc

cessor to Whitaker was of the same sentiments, in the main,

with Baro. Here I may take leave of Whitgift and the Uni

versity in Queen Elizabeth's time. Nothing yet appears to make

our Articles Calvinistical.

The next thing pretended is the Irish Convocations. The

fact is this : Calvinism had got footing in Ireland before the

year 1 6 1 5. In that year they drew up a confession of their own,

(not approving of the English Articles,) and they inserted the

Lambeth Articles into their confession. Dr. Usher, then a pro

fessed Cahinist, drew up the confession. I see nothing in this

matter to prove our Articles Calvinistical ; unless their being

rejected by the Cahinists can amount to a proof of their being

Calvinistical. In the year 1634, the Irish Convocation, with

Usher, now Lord Primate, received the XXXIX Articles,

without formally laying aside the Lambeth Articles. This

shews that Archbishop Usher and the Convocation thought those

two kinds of Articles consistent : which they might be, though

there were not a syllable of Calvinism in ours, if they were not

plainly Anti-Calvinistical. So that here is nothing like a proof

of the pretended Calvinism in our Articles, either in the judg

ment of Usher, or of the Irish Convocations. Usher, some

years after, renounced his Calvinian principles, as is well attested

by three good hands : but I do not find that he therewith re

nounced our Articles.

Having thus answered every pretence of this writer for his

imaginary Calvinism ; I may now, ex abundanti, throw in a few

brief remarks which seem to me to plead strongly on the op

posite side.

It has been often pleaded by learned men, and I think well

proved, that our Articles (in the year 1552) were not drawn up

by Calvin's scheme, but, next to Scripture and antiquity, upon

the platform of the moderate Lutherans, the Augustan Confes

sion, Melancthon's Doctrine, and the Necessary Doctrine and

Erudition of a Christian Man, compiled about nine years before

the passing of our Articles, and by many of the same hands n

" See Heylin's Quinqu. part ii. chap. 13. sect. 3.
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that concurred with these in 1552. Our Articles therefore, in

their original composition, were not Cahinistical : how they

could come to be so afterwards, being still the same Articles, I

cannot devise. I do not find that the Calvinian rigours had

obtained here in king Edward's time, except among the Gospel

lers, (as they were then called,) " who were a scandal to the

" doctrine they professed," as Bishop Burnet" says of them ;

and who were often smartly reflected on by Hooper, and other

the most judicious Reformers. There were some disputes upon

those heads, among the confessors in prison, in Queen Mary's

time p. But none of them yet appear to have run the lengths

of Calvinism in all the five points. The refugees from Geneva,

in Queen Elizabeth's days, began to propagate Calvinism pretty

early ; but it does not appear that they then claimed any coun

tenance for it from our Articles ; which still continued the same

in those points after the revisal in 1562, and again in 157 1. In

the year 1572, the Calvinists themselves complain of some of

our Bishops as also of the Articles. The authors of the Second

Admonition, as Plaiferei observes, do accuse some Bishops as

suspected of the heresy of Pelagius, and say, " for free-will, not

" only they are suspected, but others also : and indeed the book

" of Articles of Christian religion speaketh very dangerously of

" falling from grace, which is to be reformed, because it too

" much inclineth to their error." We have the like complaint

of theirs, not long after, taken notice of by Dean Bridges r, in

the year 1 587, whereby it appears that the Calvinists then made

no difference between the justified falling away finally, and the

elected: though the doctrine of our Church is plain that the

regenerate, or justified, may so fall. But as to the elect, if that

be strictly understood, it is a contradiction to say, they shall

finally perish. The Calvinists, at that time, were very far from

boasting of our Articles being clear on their side : they suspected

the very contrary, being sensible how the doctrines of universal

redemption, and of departing from grace, bore hard upon their

scheme.

In the years 1584 and 1585, we find Mr. Harsnet, and the

judicious Hooker, both of them condemning the Cahinistical

0 Burnet, Hist, of the Reform, vol. 1 Plaifere, Appello Evang. part iii.

ii. p. 107. ch. 10.

p Heylin, Quinqu. Hist, part viii. r Bridges, Defence of the Govern-

ch. 17. ment established, &c. p. 1308.
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doctrine of irrespective reprobation ; and both of them received

and countenanced by Archbishop Whitgift.

In the year 1603, was the famous Hampton-court Conference.

The Calvinists then moved that the book of Articles might be

" explained in places obscure, and enlarged where some things

" were defective that the Lambeth Articles might be taken

in, and that in the sixteenth Article, after the words, " depart

" from grace," might be added, " but not totally, nor finally

which would have defeated the whole intent and meaning of the

Article s. It seems, the Calvinists were not yet confident of our

Articles being plainly, or at all on their side ; as indeed they had

no reason. Yet nothing was done to satisfy their scruples, or to

relieve their uneasiness on that account.

In the year 16 18, our divines, at the Synod of Dort, had com

mission to insist upon the doctrine of universal redemption, as the

doctrine of the Church of England, (though they were out-voted

in it,) which one doctrine, pursued in its just consequences, is

sufficient to overthrow the whole Calvinian system of the five

points.

In the year 1 624, Mr. Mountague (then Prebendary of Wind- .

sor) openly disclaimed the Calvinistical tenets, as being the

positions of private doctors only, not of the Church in her public

forms. His " Appello Caesarem," wrote in vindication thereof, was

approved by King James ; and Dr. White ordered to license it

with this approbation ; " that there was nothing contained in it

" but what was agreeable to the public faith, doctrine, and dis-

" cipline established in the Church of England." This is a very

considerable testimony that our Articles are not Calvinistical.

And it is very observable, that when the Commons, the year

after, drew up their charge against Mountague1, they could find

no Article of the Church to ground their complaint upon (so far

as concerned the five points) but the seventeenth : which yet they

so understood as to make it, in sense, directly repugnant to

Article the sixteenth. For they charge him with maintaining

and affirming, in opposition to Article the seventeenth, " that

" men justified may fall away and depart from the state which

" once they had," and that " they may rise again, and become

" new men possibly, but not certainly, nor necessarily :" which

8 See Plaifere, Appello Evang. part ' See it in Collier's Eccl. Hist. vol.

iii. chap. 16. ii. p. 736, &c.
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is the plain and manifest doctrine of Article the sixteenth,

which does not say shall, or must rise again, but may only ;

intimating plainly enough, that it is neither certain nor neces

sary.

Such as desire to see more of Mountague's case may consult

the historians of that time. I concern myself no further than

to relate such particulars as give light to the present question,

about the sense of our Articles in the Jive points. And I would

have it observed, that I am not inquiring whether Calvinism

was the more prevailing doctrine of those times, but whether

it was generally thought to be contained in and professed by

our Articles, or other public authorized forms of our Church.

Many ran in with Calvinism, who did not pretend to find the

whole of their doctrine in our public forms ; nay, who suspected

that our Articles were not only defective in those points, but

even contradictory, in some measure, to them. This, I think,

sufficiently appears from the complaints of the earlier Calvinists

in Queen Elizabeth's time ; from Whitaker's confession to

Whitgift ; from the conduct of the Heads, in Barret's case ; and

from the story of Baro ; from Whitgift's procedure in the Lam

beth Articles, and his frank confessions in favour of Barret ;

from Dr. Reynolds' proceedings at the Hampton Conference, and

the resolutions taken thereupon ; and lastly, from the Irish

Convocation of 1615, and from the case of Mountague.

I shall proceed a little further into Charles the First's reign,

and then conclude this article.

In the year 1626, the King put out a Proclamation to quiet

the disputes on the five points; forbidding new opinions, and all

innovation in the doctrine or discipline of the Church ; com

manding all to keep close to the doctrine and discipline established.

This Proclamation seems to have been chiefly levelled against the

Calvinists, who were then labouring to introduce innovations in

doctrine and discipline.

In the year 1628, the King prefixed his famous Declaration

to a new edition of the Articles : which Declaration was designed

chiefly to bridle the Calvinists, but indeed to silence the Predes-

tinarian controversy on both sides. The Calvinists made loud

complaints against it: the King had confined them to the general

meaning of the Articles, the plain and full meaning ; had pro

hibited any new sense, and the drawing the Article aside. This

they interpreted to be laying a restraint upon them from preaching
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the saving doctrines of God's free grace, in election and predestina

tion. (See Collier, p. 747.) But why so, if Calvinism had been

before incorporated into our Articles; or if it were not a new

sense, and beside their plain and full meaning? This complaint,

from that quarter, looks like a confession that our Articles were

not, in themselves, Colt mistical; and that Calvinism could not

be taught without introducing a new sense, and drawing the

Articles aside; or however, not without being more particular

than the Articles had been.

Soon after the King's Declaration, the Commons drew up a kind

of Anti-declaration, "avowing'" (as they say) "that sense of the

" Articles which by thepublic acts of the Church of England,

" and the general and current exposition of the writers of our

" Church, had been delivered to us ; rejecting the sense of the

" Jesuits and Arminians.11

For an answer to which, I refer the reader to Archbishop

Laud's short Notes, or Scholia, upon this Anti-declaration,

recorded by Heylin in his Life. I may observe that the Com

mons laid no claim to the literal or grammatiml meaning, in

favour of Calvinism; and that they appealed only to extrinsic

evidence : first, to the public acts of the Church, when there

were really none such, properly so called ; next to the current

exposition of writers, wherein they appear not to have dis

tinguished between the current doctrine of writers, and the

current exposition of the Articles ; as if it were necessary that the

whole body of the current divinity should have been contained in

our Articles. Besides that even the current doctrine was not

entirely on the side of Calvinism. Absolute reprobation had been

generally condemned all along by our most judicious divines :

and the doctrines of universal redemption, and of departing from

grace, as generally approved : which doctrines, if pursued in their

consequences, (though many might not be aware of it,) tend to

overthrow the Calvinian doctrines in thefive points.

I may further hint, that even the Article of Predestination has

been vainly enough urged in favour of the Calvinistical tenets.

For, not to mention the saving clause in the conclusion, or

its saying nothing at all of reprobation, and nothing in favour of

absolute predestination to life ; there seems to be a plain distinc

tion (as Plaifere" has well observed) in the Article itself, of two

kinds ofpredestination/ one of which is recommended to us, the

u Plaifere'8 Analysis of the 17th Article, p. 3S7, alias 198.
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other condemned. See that part of the Article in the margin x.

Predestination rightly and piously considered, that is, considered

(not irrespectively, not absolutely, but) with respect to faith in

Christ, faith working by love, and persevering ; such a predesti

nation is a sweet and comfortable doctrine. But the sentence of

God's predestination, (it is not here said in Christ, as before,)

that sentence, simply or absolutely considered, (as curious and

carnal persons are apt to consider it,) is a most dangerous down

fall, leading either to security or desperation; as having no

respect to foreseenfaith and a good life, nor depending upon it, but

antecedent in order to it. The Article then seems to speak of

two subjects ; first, of predestination soberly understood with

respect to faith in Christ, which is wholesome doctrine; se

condly, of predestination simply considered, which is a dangerous

doctrine. And the latter part seems to be intended against

those Gospellers whereof Bishop Burnety speaks. Nor is it

imaginable that any true and sound doctrine of the Gospel should,

of itself, have any aptness to become a downfall even to carnal

persons ; but carnal persons are apt to corrupt a sound doctrine,

and suit it to their own lusts and passions, thereby falsifying the

truth. This doctrine, so depraved and mistaken, our Church con-

x As the godly consideration of

predestination, and our election in

Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and

unspeakable comfort to godly persons,

and such as feel in themselves the

working of the Spirit of Christ, mor

tifying the works of the flesh, and

their earthly members, and drawing

up their mind to high and heavenly

things ; as well because it doth greatly

establish and confirm their faith of

eternal salvation, to be enjoyed through

Christ, as because it doth fervently

kindle their love towards God.

So, for curious and carnal persons,

lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have

continually before their eyes the sen

tence of God'spredestination, is a most

dangerous downfall, whereby the devil

doth thrust them either into despe

ration, or into wretchlessness of most

unclean living, (impurissinuevitte secu-

ritatem,) no less perilous than despe

ration.

y The doctrine of predestination

having been generally taught by the

Reformers, many of this sect (the

Gospellers) began to make strange in

ferences from it ; reckoning, that since

every thing was decreed, and the de

crees of God could not be frustrated,

therefore men were to leave themselves

to be carried by these decrees. This

drew some into great impiety of life,

and others into desperation. The

Germans soon saw the ill effects of this

doctrine. Luther changed his mind

about it, and Melancthon openly writ

against it. And since that time, the

whole stream of the Lutheran churches

has run the other way. But both

Calvin and Bucer were still for main

taining the doctrine of these decrees ;

only they warned the people not to

think much of them, since they were

secrets which men could not penetrate

into. But they did not so clearly

Bhew how these consequences did not

flow from such opinions. Hooper and

many other good writers did often

dehort the people from entering into

these curiosities ; and a caveat to the

same purpose was put afterwards into

the Article of the Church about Pre

destination. Burnet, Hist, of the Ref.

vol. ii. p. 107.
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dermis : that is, she condemns absolute, irrespective predestination,

not the other. This appears to be the most probable construc

tion of the seventeenth Article ; for vindication whereof I shall

refer to the margin2, and to Plaifere before cited ; who accord

ingly, in the close of his Analysis, appeals to this very Article of

our Church, in favour of conditionate predestination. Neverthe

less, it is sufficient to my purpose, if neither absolute nor con

ditionate be affirmed or denied in the Article ; as hath been the

opinion of many, and as I have been before (to prevent needless

disputes) willing to allow. Let it be supposed that Calvinism is

not directly contrary to the Articles ; which is civil enough in all

reason.

Now, to return to our writer. To justify Arminian subscrip

tion, I plead first, that the words themselves, of our public forms,

do not determine on the side of Calvinism: nor secondly, any

known intention of compilers or imposers: nor thirdly, any

authentic interpretation of our superiors. On the other hand,

the presumption rather lies against Calvinism, from express

words in some Articles, (as particularly the 16th and 31st,

besides several other things in the Catechism and Liturgy,) from

the probable construction of other Articles, from the original

1 1. De aeterna praedestinatione rec- Melancth. loc. Theol. de Pradest.

te erudiri ecclesiam summopere ne- Here you see how you shall avoid

ce8sarium est : nam ut nulla doctrina the scrupulous and most dangerous

uberiorem consolationem piis consci- question of the predestination of God :

entiis afferre solet, quam doctrina pras- for, if thou wilt inquire into his coun-

destinationis rede eocplicita, ita nihil cils, thy wit will deceive thee But

periculosiu8 est quam recta praedesti- if thou begin with Christ, &c. this

nationis ratione aberrare. simple question will not hurt thee

2. Nam qui a vera deflectit, inprte- Christ is the Book of Life, and all

cipitium fertur, unde se recipere non that believe in him are of the same

potest. Book, and so are chosen to everlasting

3. Sunt quidam, qui cum audiunt life; for only those are ordained

nostram Balutem in Dei electione et that believe. Latimer, Sermon on

proposito sitam esse, et modum verum Septuages. p. 214.

haud observant, somnia stoica, et fa- Bishop Bancroft, at the Hampton

bulas Parcarum fingunt. Conference, observes, that many grew

4. Modus autem prasdestinationis libertines by relying too much on

verissimus est, quem Paulus nobis predestination; that this proposition,

commonstrat, cum ad Ephes. scribit, If I shall be saved, I shall be saved, is

Elegit nos in Christo. In hoc modo, a desperate doctrine, a contradiction

conditio fidei includitur, nam cumfide to orthodox belief ; and that men

inserimur Christo, ejus membra em- ought not to rest their happiness on

cimur, et ideo electi quia Christi mem- any absolute, irrespective decree ;

bra sumus. Hemmtngius apud Plaif. citing the latter part of the 17th Article

Judicamus haud dubie electos esse relating to God's general promises,

eos, qui misericordiam propter Chris- All which shews that be thought that

turn promissamfide apprehendunt, nec Article rather to condemn than favour

abjiciunt earn nduciam ad extremum. absolute predestination.
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composition and design of the Articles, and from some con

siderable testimonies of our most judicious divines ; besides the

confessions of the more early Calvinists themselves. This writer

has promised me to defend Arian subscription by the same argu

ments, p. 38. If it might not look too like insulting, I would now

call upon him to make his words good.

The reader, I hope, will excuse the length of this part, which

could not easily have been crowded into a shorter compass. I

have omitted a great deal purely for the sake of brevity; and be

cause I would not enter further into a distinct controversy, than

the objection necessarily required. I may now pass on.

Object. " Would an Arminian have expressed himself in the

" language of the Articles, about predestination and original

" sin r

Ansicer. Would a Calvinist have expressed himself in the

language of the Articles, about the five points? Compare the

Lambeth Articles, or the decrees of the Synod of Dort, or the

Assembly's Confession ; and see whether they, or any of them,

speak the moderate language of our Articles. As to original sin,

I know not whether any of our considerable Divines go the

lengths of the Arminians in that Article. As to predestination,

Dr. Bennet" and Mr. Plaifereb have both appealed to Arminius

himself, as teaching the very same doctrine with our 17th

Article: which may well deserve this author's special notice.

But it is enough for me, if the Article has but been expressed

in the middle or moderate way, in such general terms as come

not up either to Calvinism or Arminianism : which is a sup

position I have been willing to admit, for the waving of all

needless controversy; though I am rather of opinion that the

Article leans to the Anti-Calvinian persuasion.

I have heard it objected to the supposition of the Article's

being general, and indifferent to either side, that it would make

the Article useless, as deciding and determining nothing. But

I beg leave to observe that the Article may be exceeding useful,

notwithstanding such a supposition.

1. To prevent the suspicion of our Church's running in with

the Gospellers on one hand, or the Pelagians on the other ; and

so the Article is a fence against slander and calumny.

2. Supposing the Article to be general and indefinite, in respect

a Bennet's Directions for studying, b Plaifere, Appello Evang. p. 38.

&c. p. 95, &c. alias p. 27.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. A a
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of the controversy between Calvinists and Arminians; it is yet

special and determinate against the opinion of Samuel Huber,

who taught an universal election, (which in reality is no election,)

and that all men by the death of Christ were brought into the

state of grace and salvation. The Article confines the election

to those that believe in Christ, and live up to that belief, perse

vering to the end.

The Article is also special and determinate against the opinion

fathered upon Origen, that all men, even wicked men, and devils,

shall at last be received to mercy. The Article is further special

and determinate against the Socinians. who deny God's prescience

of future contingents, and admit no special predestination from

all eternity. There may be other false opinions particularly

condemned by this Article : but these now specified are enough

to shew the use of the Article; though we should suppose the

main points, between Calvinists and Arminians, to be left in

medio, undeteiinined.

Object. " I know of no obligation upon any one to subscribe

" to this, that the ideas which the compilers of the i ith Article

" had of justification and faith, &c. were consonant to the true

" ideas which were expressed by these words in Scripture,"

p. 4a.

Answer. The subscriber must assent to the propositions laid

down by the compilers and imposers; which propositions are made

up of ideas : and therefore, in subscribing to their propositions,

we subsoribe so far to their ideas. I do not say that we subscribe

to any of their private sentiments or ideas, such as they have

not expressed, or intended not to express, in the public forms.

But their declared public sentiments contained in our forms,

those, so far as we are certain of them, we subscribe to.

As to, the meaning of the 1 ith Article, our Church refers us

not to Scripture, (for such as disbelieve the Article might pre

tend Scripture,) but to the Homily delivering the Church's sense

of Scripture, in regard to that Article.

Object. " There are a great many passages of Scripture inter-

" preted in the Homilies ; but yet our Church no where supposes,

" that whoever differs from its explications offers violence to

" Scripture itself," p. 44.

Answer. Neither do I suppose it, however this urriter may love

to mistake or misrepresent plain things. But wherever our

Church has tied us up to the profession of any doctrine, the
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subscriber, as such, must interpret Scripture conformably to that

doctrine, and not in opposition thereto. He must not, for

instance, interpret Scripture in favour of purgatory, infallibility,

worship of saints, or the like ; at the same time condemning

those Popish tenets by his subscription : neither must he inter

pret Scripture in favour of the Son's or Holy Ghost's inferiority,

inequality, &c. while he subscribes to their coequality and coeter-

nity. He is tied up to the Church's sense of Scripture in all

points determined by the Church, so far as to believe that her

explications are, in the general, just and true; that whatever she

proposes as Scripture doctrine is Scripture doctrine; and that no

sense of Scripture which runs counter to her decisions is the true

sense of Scripture, but a violence offered to Scripture. This is all

I ever meant, or now mean, by our being bound up to the Church's

explications.

Object. " No law requires any man to explain the Articles by

" the Liturgy, or to subscribe the Articles in the sense of the

" Liturgic expressions," p. 45.

Ansicer. The law of common sense obliges us to make the

Articles and Liturgy consistent, at least, if we admit both; and

to believe that both, in reality, mean the same thing, being esta

blished by the same authority.

Object. " The Articles may be general the Liturgy more

" special and determinate," p. 45.

Answer. This might have been the case ; but in fact it is not ;

for the Athanasian Creed, contained in Article the 8th, to say

nothing of other Articles, is as special and determinate as the

Liturgy itself. The same evasions will not, it may be, indifferently

serve for every expression to be met with in both : but a man

that takes into that loose way, may, when his hand is in, find

some evasion or other for any thing whatever. It seems to be

purely accidental, that the Doctor appeared to be more con

founded and nonplused in the Liturgy, than in the Creeds and

Articles : invention will sometimes flag, and even the keenest wit

cannot bear to be always kept upon the stretch.

Object. " What advantage, real advantage, would it be to the

" Church of England to eject out of its communion such men as

" Dr.W. plainly points at?" p. 46.

Answer. It is unfortunate for the men who are to new model

our divinity, and to reform our faith, that they should betray,

at every turn, a strange confusion of thought even in clear and

a a 2
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plain things. This winter cannot distinguish between ejecting

and not admitting; nor between Churclircommunion and Church-

trusts. I said not a word about ejecting any man out of commu

nion: I pleaded only against admitting any into Church-trusts,

that must come in by iniquity, or not at all ; and I am not sen

sible that I was either deceived in my reasoning, or out in my

politics. However high an opinion this gentleman (or I) may

have of the valuable abilities of the Arian subscribers ; whatever

advantage or credit we might propose, by having so considerable

men amongst us; yet our misfortune is, that we cannot have

them but by sinful means, and at the expense of sincerity; and

we dare not promise ourselves any real or lasting benefit from so

notorious a breach of God's commandments. On the other hand,

since I am here publicly called upon to declare what advantage

it may be to us, to have a stop put to this unrighteous practice

of subscribing, I shall briefly hint it in a few particulars :

1. It will be much for the honour of God, and of our most

holy religion, to have no more such offences seen, or once named

amongst us.

2. It will be taking away one great reproach from our country,

heretofore famed for its gravity and good sense ; and for breeding

up divines and casuists, as judicious, solid, and accurate as any

upon the face of the earth.

3. It may be much for the advantage of the common people,

not to be under such guides as are themselves remarkably

deficient in the first principles of morality and Christian sim

plicity; and who may be presumed the less qualified to direct

the consciences of others, while so manifestly faulty in the conduct

of their oum.

4. It may be a further advantage, for Christian people, to be

under the care and guidance of none but orthodox teachers;

such as will instruct them in the fundamentals of Christianity,

and lead them in the way everlasting.

These are some of the advantages we may reasonably propose,

along with God's blessing; which must be had in God's own

way, and in the doing of what is just, honest, and upright.

If there be any greater advantages on the other side, let this

gentleman name them, and they shall be considered.

Object. "They disclaim Arianism; yet notwithstanding that,

" they are injuriously and unchristianly called Arians," p. 46.

Answer. God forbid that we should ever demean ourselves
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injuriously or unchristianly towards any man. Here is a mistake

somewhere ; and it is no hard matter to perceive where it lies.

This gentleman should have said, that they disclaim the name of

Arianism : they do indeed disclaim the name, but not the thing.

We think ourselves as proper and as competent judges of what

A nanism is, as others may be : and we cannot help judging, as

long as we can read. When we have found the thing, being

plain and sincere men, we immediately give the name. For the

purpose ; if we meet with any man teaching the doctrines of

purgatory, transubstantiation, and other distinguishing badges of

Popery; we never stay for his leave ; but we have, upon such

evidence, a very clear and undoubted right to call such a man a

Papist, till he has purged himself of those positions. By the

very same rule, we pretend to give the name of Arians to as

many as we find the Arian tenets upon : and their denial of it

signifies nothing, being only protesting against fact; which, in all

parallel cases, is highly ridiculous. If they are Arians, and do

not know it, they are indeed the more pitiable : but as their

ignorance is no rule to those that know better; so we hope

there is nothing injurious or unchristian in calling either men or

things by their right names.

Object. " They are charged with fraud and prevarication, be-

" cause they subscribe : which is the severest reflection on their

" characters possible," p. 46.

Answer. All the severity lies in the truth and evidence of the

charge. If the charge cannot be fully proved, the man that

makes it is in reality the sufferer, by exposing himself. But I

have took care to proceed upon none but the clearest and most

evident grounds : and now I may lay claim to those gentlemen's

thanks, for kindly shewing them both their sin and their danger.

Principles are valuable and precious, and must not be parted

with, in compliment to any man's character. Besides, it is to

be hoped that men of their education and abilities do not want

to be told, that there are some things which they ought to be

infinitely more tender of than of a shortlived character, (built

upon self-fiattery and delusive shows,) and those are, the honour

of God, the simplicity of the Gospel, and the salvation of men.

One way still there is left, and indeed but one, whereby to re

trieve their characters; which is to repent, and amend. If they

will accept of this plain and frank admonition, it may not perhaps

be altogether unserviceable to them : if not, let it stand as a



358 A SUPPLEMENT TO THE

testimony against them, for the benefit of others, lest they also

fall into the same condemnation.

Object. " Men who have never wrote a word in the Trinitarian

" controversy, who have had no occasion, no design to write on

" that subject, yet are represented to the world under the same

" invidious name. Is this the conduct of a Christian and a

" Divine?—What must every man conclude when he sees the

" running title—The Case of Arian Subscription, &c. and Pleas

" for such Subscription examined; and yet the very first of these

" pleas is partly taken out of the book of one who has never

" written any thing about Arian subscription ! Is this becoming

" a Protestant Divine?" p. 47.

Answer. The reader, I hope, will excuse it, if for want of

arguments to reply to, I am forced sometimes to condescend to

take notice of mere declamation. This gentleman has before

shewn his over officiousness in defending Dr. Clarke against a

supposed injury done him ; though I dare be confident, the Dr.

himself knows that I have not injured him at all. Now he is

offering a helping hand to a person of an higher character and

station in the Church ; who, I doubt not, is too wise a man to

think that I have any where failed in point of strict justice, or

even of decency and respect towards him. My business was to

examine every the most plausible plea that had been brought

for that subscription which I condemn, under the name of Arian

subscription. I never represented that person under the in

vidious name of an Arian ; nor was it ever in my thoughts to

do it. But it was my professed design, not to dissemble any

thing that might look favourable to the cause of Arian sub

scription ; not to conceal either the strongest pleas or the greatest

names that might appear to countenance it. And to me it seems

that this writer, had it been his manner ever to weigh things

with candour or judgment, might have thanked me for so fair

and so unexceptionable a conduct ; in allowing his cause all the

advantage or credit that could possibly be given it. But enough :

this gentleman should be advised, the next time he is disposed

to stand up an advocate for greater men than himself, either to

do it more pertinently, or to stay for their commission : otherwise

he may happen, by his officious zeal and indiscreet conduct, to do

them a real injury, while he ia labouring to take off such as are

purely imaginary.

Object. " The principles which the ingenious Dr. Bennet
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" contends for, are the same with those I have laid down,"

p. 49.

Answer. I am very glad to hear so much from this gentleman.

To complete the character of a careless writer, he shall now be

condemned out of his own mouth. Dr. Bennet's principle, re

lating to subscription, is to allow no liberty but where the words

themselves do allow it, where they are fairly capable of such a

sense as we take them in, " without doing violence to the words,

" or contradicting what our Church has elsewhere taught." I

desire no more than this, in our present question. If this be

our writer's principle, he has effectually condemned himself and

every Arian subscriber.

Let the reader only turn back, and review the passages above

cited from our public forms ; and then try whether it be possible

to reconcile them fairly, and without violence, or indeed at all, to

the new scheme. Now, since this gentleman has here bound

himself to stand or fall by the same rule of subscription which

Dr. Bennet contends for ; I leave him to apply it at leisure :

and as he has thereby entangled himself sufficiently and beyond

all recovery; it would be unmerciful, and even cruel, to press

him closer.

It may not be here improper to cite Dr. Bennet's application

of his own rule, to this particular case ; addressing himself to

Dr. Clarke, in these words :

" As I am firmly persuaded, you are a person of so great

" integrity, that you will not venture (notwithstanding your at-

" tempt for explaining) to repeat your subscription, &c. till you

" have altered your sentiments touching these points, (which

" I pray God may be speedily effected,) so I hope, none of those

" persons who espouse your present sentiments will be influenced

" by what you have written, to think your sense of those passages

" tolerable. I really tremble at the apprehension of that guilt,

" which such a collusion must pollute them with : and I cannot

" but earnestly entreat you to do what lies in your power, in the

" most public manner, for preventing such an interpretation of

" our Liturgy, as must (I fear) necessarily lay waste the consciences

" of the compilers, and pave the way for a man's subscribing and

" using such forms of devotion as thwart the sense of his own

'• mind." Bennet on the Trin. p. 265.

Thus far the ingenious Dr. Bennet, who, I suppose, well under

stands both his own principle and the application of it. Whether
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his rule and mine differ, is a question which concerns not our

present debate : either of them effectually condemns Arian sub

scription. My rule appears to be rather the stricter of the

two : it is this, that wherever we are certain of the imposeds

meaning, that meaning we are bound up to, by our subscription.

Perhaps, Dr. Bennet may think that we are never certain but

whore the words themselves necessarily require such a meaning.

I think, there are some possible cases where we may be certain,

though the words themselves might otherwise admit of two senses ;

and that the imposers in such cases have sufficiently done their

parts, though there may be some ambiguity remaining in the

expressions, so long as there is but any certain way left for

a reasonable man to come at their real and true meaning. But

I shall not dwell longer on this nicety, since our present debate

about Arian subscription is in a great measure unconcerned in

it ; and we need not go further than the words themselves to con

fute and condemn it.

I shall conclude with the honest sentiments of Mr. Whiston,

which are really and truly the same with my own : and his tes

timony, in this case, is the more considerable, because it comes

from one, who lay under the same temptation with others, to pre

varicate in this sacred engagement. His words in the first

Appendix to his fifth volume are these :

" The great latitude Dr. Clarke allows, that every person may

" reasonably agree to modern forms, under a Protestant settle-

" ment, which owns the Scripture as the rule of faith, whenever

" he can in any sense at all reconcile them with Scripture, if it be

" with a declaration how he reconciles them ; even though it be

l; in a sense which is owned to be plainly forced, and unnatural;

" seems to me not justifiable, but contradictory to the direct niean-

" ing and design of those forms; and of the most pernicious con-

" sequence in all parallel cases. Nor do I see, at this rate, that

" the same liberty can be wholly denied to a Protestant, as to the

" Popish doctrine and practices ; since there also, it is supposed

" that those forms are intended to oblige men to nothing but

" what is agreeable to Christianity.

" If to this observation the Doctor should reply, that com-

" plying with the Church of Rome, and joining with a Pro-

" testant Church, in the manner and with the declarations he

" does, are quite different things on these two accounts, (r.)

" Because the Church of Rome will not permit any of her
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" members to make such declaration concerning her doctrines,

" but positively insists upon every one's implicit submission to

" them, in the sense that Church and her Councils receive them,

" without examining them by the rule of Scripture ; and (2.)

" Because many of the doctrines of the Church of Rome, such

" as the invocation of the Virgin Mary, and of saints, &c. with

" the worship of images, can in no sense be reconciled, but are

" directly contrary to it, as setting up other mediators instead

" of Christ, and teaching men to apply to such beings as have

" no power or dominion over them ; whereas the invocation of

" the Holy Ghost, and so of the whole Trinity, as used in the

" Church of England, (some of the most suspicious of all the

" things allowed by him,) may be understood, and declared, to

" be only a desiring him to bestow those gifts upon us, in subor-

" dination to the Father and the Son, which we are sure from

" Scripture it is his proper office, and in his power, to distribute :

" if, I say, the Doctor shall make this reply, I must answer ;

" I. That I doubt, our Church does not properly allow her

" members to make any such declarations, as is here intimated,

" but expects their submission in that sense she and her synods

" have imposed her doctrines and devotions : and though it be

" not under the notion of implicit faith, and without examination,

" yet as acquiescing in her judgment, interpreting the Scripture

" according to the Articles and Creeds, and submitting to her

" authority in controversies offaith.

" 2. That there are even in the Church of Rome few or no

" such doctrines or practices, but persons well disposed to it can,

" in some sense or other, reconcile them with Scripture ; or at

" least think they can, which is here almost the same case, with-

" out dreaming of setting up other mediators instead of Christ, or

" doubting of some degree of power and authority in the beings

" so invocated. So that if we, without all sacred or primitive

" command or example, may follow our Church in the invoca-

" tion of the Holy Spirit, and so of the whole Trinity, from

" some uncertain reasonings of our own, I do not see how we

" can condemn the Papists for following their own Church in

" the invocation of angels, nay, hardly in that of saints also, and

" of the Virgin Mary herself.

" Nor can any explications offorms directly against the known

" sense of words, and of the imposers, be other than protesiatio

" contra factum ; and so wholly unjustifiable.
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" Nor indeed, if this were somewhat tolerable in some par-

" ticular cases of small moment, can it be at all so in the most

" sacred Articles and Offices of religion.

" If this way be allowable, then, is the offence of the cross

" ceased ; then the martyrs have commonly lost their lives with-

" out sufficient cause ; and those Jews who would die rather

" than eat swine's flesh, and those Christians that would suffer

" the like punishment, rather than cast a little incense on the

" heathen altars, were very unfortunate, as having suffered with-

" out necessity.

" What will become of all oaths, promises, and securities among

" men, if the plain real truth and meaning of words be no

" longer the measure of what we are to profess, assert, or

" practise ; but every one may, if he do but openly declare it,

" put his own strained interpretation, as he pleases, upon them !

" Especially if this be to be allowed in the most sacred matters of

" all, the signing Articles of faith, the making solemn confessions

" of the same, and the offering up public prayers, praises, and

" doxologies to the great God, in the solemn assemblies of his

" worship. This, I own, I dare not do, at the peril of my salva-

" tion : and if I can no way be permitted to enjoy the benefit

" of Christ's holy ordinances in public, without what I own

" would be in myself gross insincerity and prevarication, I shall,

" I believe, think it my duty to aim to enjoy that benefit some

" other way, whatever odium or sufferings I may bring upon

" myself thereby."

I have transcribed this whole passage from Mr. Whiston,

being full and clear to my purpose, unanswered, and unanswer

able : and it may appear from hence that the hardest names

which I have given to Arian subscription are in reality no

severer than had been before given, by a known friend to the

Arian cause : so that this writer may, with equal justice, charge

Mr. Whiston also with slander, calumny, and persecuting prin

ciples, for his declaring such subscription to be gross insincerity

and prevarication. The pious and candid Mr. Nelson and the

very judicious and learned Bishop of Oxford had both expressed

their abhorrence of it, before I wrote ; as the anonymous author

of the Case of Addressing, &c. has also done since. And in

deed, who is there of any tolerable measure of good sense, or

breathing any thing of the true spirit of piety, that does not

utterly detest it ?
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I have now done with this writer, and, I hope, with this cause

too : it is high time for those gentlemen, at length, to see their

error, and correct it. They may succeed tolerably, for a while,

in the Trinitarian controversy, which few, in comparison, under

stand thoroughly ; and they may go on, for a season, in per

verting Scripture and Fathers, without rebuke from the generality,

who will not readily observe it, or be at the pains to search into

it. But if they think to practise in like manner with our

Articles and Liturgy, where every English reader-can judge; or

if they pretend to put off their sophistry in a plain point of

morality, where every man, of any common discernment, can

both detect and confute them ; they will disoblige and disserve

their own characters extremely ; and will, at length, make but a

very mean, not to say contemptible figure, in so wise and knowing

an age. We did not indeed expect that any greater geniuses

should rise up in the Arian cause, than had embarked in the

same cause many ages upwards : but it was a reasonable pre

sumption, that none would undertake the reforming of ourfaith,

and the new stamping our whole system of theology, but such as

would not (especially after notice given) betray a weakness and

slowness of apprehension, even in the plain and self-evident prin

ciples of common honesty.
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PREFACE.

It is now about three years and a half since I offered to the world a

Vindication of Christ's Divinity, or, A Defence of some Queries, in

answer to a Country Clergyman. Within a few months after the

publication, some notice was taken of it in an anonymous pamphlet,

entitled, Modest Plea, &c. Continued ; or, A Brief Answer (not to my

Defence, but) to my Queries. To which I replied, soon after, as

much as I thought needful, in a Preface to my Eight Sermons. I was

promised, in an Advertisement at the end of Modest Plea, &c. a

large and particular answer to my Defence : and this, I presume, is

what has now lately appeared, entitled, A Reply to Dr. W.'s Defence,

&c. under the name of A Clergyman in the Country. To this the

following sheets are intended for a full and distinct answer : how far

they are really so, or how far they come short, is submitted to the

judicious reader.

The book, which I here profess to examine, may be allowed to

contain, in a manner, the whole strength of the Arian cause, real or

artificial ; all that can be of anv force either to convince or to deceive a

reader. And if there appears to be a great deal more of the artificial

than there is of the real, there is certainly a fault in the men ; but,

at the same time, some great defect in the cause too, which wanted to

be thus supplied. For whether we consider the hands supposed to

have been employed in drawing up the Reply, or the time and pains

spent in revising and polishing, we may be confident, that had it been

possible to find out any real and firm foundation for Arianism to rest

upon, it would never have been left to stand upon artificial props, or

to subsist by subtilty and management.

This is not the place to give the reader a full list of all the artificial

advantages made use of by those gentlemen in support of Arianism : a

few hints may here suffice. Their disclaiming the name all the while

they are inculcating the thing ; to keep their readers in ignorance, and

to steal upon them by surprise : their wrapping up their doctrine in

general and confuse terms ; to prevent its being narrowly looked into,
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or pursued in its remote, or even immediate consequences : their

elaborate and studied prolixity in proving such points as nobody calls

in question, and then slipping upon the reader, in their stead, some

thing very different from them, without any proof at all : their avoiding

as much as possible the defensive part, where the main stress lies, and

keeping themselves chiefly to the offensive ; perpetually objecting to the

Catholic scheme, instead of clearing up the difficulties which clog their

own : their bending their main force against our consequential doctrine,

of three Persons being one God, instead of directly attacking our

premises, that the Divine titles and attributes belong equally to every

one ; as to which the Scripture is very full and express : these and

other the like artifices will be easily seen to run through their whole

performance. But their masterpiece of subtilty lies in contriving a set

of ambiguous and equivocal terms, to put the main question into ; such

as may be capable of a Catholic sense, or at least look very like it, in

order to claim some countenance from Catholic antiquity ; but such as

may also be drawn to an Arian meaning, that so they may secure the

point which they intend. Thus, betwixt the two senses or faces of the

same words, chosen for the purpose, they shall never want pretence or

colour from antiquity, even while endeavouring to prove things the

most opposite and repugnant thereto in real sense and significancy.

Such is the convenient use of equivocal words or phrases, when inge

niously made choice of, and managed by rules of art.

In the following papers, I have particularly endeavoured to clear the

sense of the Ante-Nicene Church ; and to vindicate the same from mis

representation. All that remains to be done in this Preface is to

obviate two objections, of very different kinds, which have been lately

made by men of very opposite principles. Onea pretends that we are

very singular, in claiming the suffrage of the Ante-Nicene Church in

favour of the Athanasian doctrines : the otherb is for entirely waving

all searches into antiquity, in relation to this controversy, as being

either needless or fruitless.

i. As to the first, we are confidently told, " that few of the truly

" learned and impartial Athanasians themselves, from the very days of

" their founder, till our late writers of controversy, Bp. Bull, Dr. Grabe,

" Dr. Waterland, have denied the truth of this fact ; that the Ante-

" Nicene Fathers were generally against the Athanasian, and for the

" Eusebian doctrines c." To countenance this pretence, a long and

pompous detail of Athanasian Confessions (as they are called) are

packed together, and laid before the English reader.

« Mr. Whiston in his Reply to Lord

Nottingham.

b The author of Two Letters, one to

Lord Nottingham, the other to Mr.

Whiston.

= Mr. Whiston's Reply to the Earl of

Nottingham, p. 3.



PREFACE. 3tS9

It will be proper here, in the entrance, to examine what truth or

justice there is in this strange report ; that so, prejudices being

removed, the reader may come with the greater freedom to the exami

nation of what is offered, in the following papers, on the head of

antiquity.

We must trace this matter down from the first beginnings of the

Arian heresy, about the year 319. It may be known from Alexander,

Bishop of Alexandria, what opinion the Catholics in general then had

of the novelty of the Arian or Eusebian d doctrines.

In the year 321, he with his Clergy, in their circular lettere, re,

presents the Arians or Eusebians as fallen into a great apostasy, and as

forerunners of Antichrist. They exclaim against the Arian doctrines

in this manner and in these words ; *' Who ever heard such things as

" these ? or who, that now hears them, is not astonished at them, does

" not stop his ears for fear of polluting his ears with such impurity of

" doctrine ? Who that hears St. John declaring that in the beginning

" was the Word, does not condemn those that say that he once was.

" not?" &c. In conclusion of the Epistle, they compare them with

Hymenaeus and Philetus, and the traitor Judas : and they anathematize

them as enemies to God, and subverters of souls. Now can we well

suppose that Alexander, a very pious and good man, with great numbers

of his Bishops and Clergy, would have gone these lengths in their

censure, had they had the least suspicion that the Arian doctrines were

at all agreeable to the faith of the Ante-Nicene churches ?

Two years after this, in the year 323, the same Alexander, in his

letter* to Alexander of Constantinople, persists in the same warmth of

zeal against the Arian doctrines. The abettors and favourers of them

he ranks with the Ebionites, Artemonites, and SamosateniansS, (con?

demned heretics,) brands them as novellists of late appearing'', as men

that thought none of the ancients worthy to be compared with them,

pretending to be the only vise men themselves, and to be inventors of

doctrines which never before entered into man's head1. This was what

Alexander thought of the Arians at that time. Little did he suspect

that the Ante-Nicene Church had been at all favourable to their

notions.

In the year 325, as is well known, the Arian doctrines were pro,

scribed and anathematized in the famous Council of Nice, consisting of

three hundred and eighteen Bishops, very unanimous in their reso

lutions, excepting a few reclaimants. In their Synodical Epistlek,

d Note, They were called Eusebians f Extat Theodorit. E. Hist, lib. i.

from Eusebiua of Nicomedia, one of the cap. 4.

chief promoters of the Arian cause. » Theodorct, E. H, p. 1 5. ed. Cant.

e Extat apud Athanas. p. 397. ed. •> Ibid. p. i 6. 1 Ibid. p. 17,

Bened. ap. Socrat. EccL Histor. lib. i. * Apud Sacrat. E. Hist, lib. i. cap. 9.

cap. 3.

WATERLANO, VOL. II.

Compare Athanas. vol. i. p. 283.

B b
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they declare that they had condemned the Arian doctrines of the Son's

being from nothing, and that he once was not, as full of blasphemy and

madness, and such as they had not patience to hear. So far were they

from any apprehension that the Arian or Eusebian doctrines had been

held by the ancient Church. This was the year before Athanasius (our

founder, as Mr. Wh. calls him) was Bishop of the Church, and about

fifteen years before he drew his pen in defence of the doctrines esta

blished in that Council.

Much about the same time, the good Emperor Constantine, after a

fair and full hearing of the cause in the Nicene Council, bears his

testimony against Arius, as being the first broacher of that doctrine, by

the instigation of the Devil '. And he makes an order to have the

Arians branded with the name of Porphyrians"1, as being followers of

the Pagan Porphyrius, either in their avowed opposition to Christ, (as

some think,) or in their adopting the Platonic gradations into the

Christian Trinity, as others conjecture.

In the year 335, Marcellus and Eusebius engaged on opposite sides :

from which time Mr. Whiston begins the date of the Athanasian Con

fessions. What he produces from Eusebius himself is not to the

purpose, since he reckons not him with the Athanasians, about whom

our present question is. However, it is of no great moment, if Eu

sebius could ever so justly appeal to the ancient Doctors against

Marcellus's particular tenets ; many of which (as Eusebius was pleased

to understand them) were undoubtedly novelties. As to Marcellus, he

charges the Eusebian or Arian heresy, as a thing then newly invented n.

He gives up nothing in respect of the Ante-Nicene Fathers in general,

but in respect of Origen only : whom he supposes to have been, in

some points, not very consistent0. Neither does he confess that

Origen was entirely in the sentiments of the Eusebians ; but only that

he agreed with them in making the Son a second Hypostasis? : which

Marcellus scrupled to allow, not considering that Origen's sense of a

second Hypostasis (intended only in opposition to the Noetian heresy)

was a quite different thing from what the Eusebians or Arians were

contending for. It is to be noted, that Marcellus and the other Eu-

stathians were, for some time, too nice and scrupulous about admitting

three Hypostases ; differing therein from the wiser and more judicious

Athanasians.

About the year 352, Athanasius wrote his Epistle concerning the

decrees of the Nicene Council. What he thought of the doctrine of

the Ante-Nicene Church may appear sufficiently from one passage,

running thus :

1 Soerat. K. H. lib. i. cap. 9. p. 30. 0 Euseb. rontr. Marcvll. lib. i. cap. 4.

m Ibid. p.31. p. 21.

' ' » Euseb. contr. Mareell. 1. i. c. 4. p. 20. V Id. ibid.



PREFACE. 3/1

" We give you demonstration that our doctrine has been handed

" down to us from Fathers to Fathers. But you, ye revivers of

" Judaism, and disciples of Caiaphas, what writers can you bring to

" father your tenets ? Not a man can you name of any repute for sense

" or judgment : all abhor you, excepting only the Devil, who has alone

" been the Father of such an apostasy?.," &c.

Many other passages1, of the like import may be produced from

Athanasius, who every where appeals to constant tradition, along with

Scripture, for the truth of his doctrine, against the Arian novelties.

Neither are the pretended Confessions, which Mr. Whiston alleges out

of him, of any the least moment ; amounting to no more than his

proposing of some Arian objections ; which he abundantly confutes in

the very places, shewing them to be nothing else but misrepresentation

and calumny.

In the year 355, Hilary, one of the greatest Bishops of the west,

and who may be justly called the Western Athanasius, wrote his first

letter to Constantin* the Emperor ; in which we have the following

testimony relating to our present purpose.

" After four hundred years almost, since the only begotten Son of

" God vouchsafed to take pity on lost mankind, as if there had been no

" Apostles before, or as if after their martyrdoms and deaths there had

" been no Christians, now at length is come abroad the Arian pestilence,

'* novel and direful, not a plague of infected air, but of execrable blas-

" phemies. Have they then, who believed before, entertained false

" hopes of immortality ? Tt is but late, we know, that these imagi-

" nations have been invented by the two Eusebiuses and Narcissus, and

" Theodorus, and Stephanus, and Acacius, and Menophantus ; and the

" two ignorant and immoral youths, Ursatius and Valens, whose letters

" are published, and who are further convicted by credible witnesses,

" such as have heard them, not so much disputing, as barking against

" us8." In another treatise, published three years after, the same

Hilary, having shewn how he had received his faith from the Prophets,

Evangelists, and Apostles, goes on thus : " By these have I been

" taught to believe as I do : in this faith am I imbued beyond recovery.

" Pardon me, O God Almighty, that I cannot be moved from this

" belief ; but I can die for it. This age is tardy, I conceive, in bringing

" me these most impious teachers : these masters are too late for my

"faith, a faith which thou hast taught me. Such was my faith in

" thee, before ever I so much as heard of these names : by thee was I

" thus regenerated, and from that time forwards thus am I ever

" thine'." Such is the constant strain of this blessed saint; who every

4 Athanas. de Decret. Syn. Nioen. 676, 723. ed. Bened.

p. 233. • Hilar, ad Constant, lib. i. p. 1220,

r Athanas. p. 111, 262, 412, J02, ' Hilar, de Trin. lib. vi. p. 893.

b b 2
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where brands the Arian doctrine as the new, novel, upstart heresy, folly,

madness ; and the hroachers of it as the new apostolate, emissaries of

Antichrist, blasphemers, and the lite. Little did he suspect, though a

knowing and a learned man, that any such doctrine had been received

or taught by the Ante-Nicene Churches.

About the year 360, Basil entered the lists in this controversy. We

shall often" find him appealing to the tradition of the Fathers for the

Athanasian doctrine. His confession, (in Mr. Whitson's phrase,)

relating to Gregory of Neocaesarea, amounts only to this, that Gregory

had made use of some expressions which evil-minded men had per

verted to a false and bad sense, directly contrary to Gregory's true

meaning. Basil himself bears full and clear testimony to Gregory's

orthodoxy; as Bishop Bull has largely demonstrated", beyond contra

diction.

As to what Basil says of Dionysius of Alexandria, that he was the

first who laid the seeds of the impiety of the Anomatans : thus much, at

least, may be gathered from it, that, in Basil's judgment, none of the

writers before Dionysius (who wrote against Sabellius, about the year

359) had any tincture of that impiety; but that the Ante-Nicene

Church in general was very free from it. And as to Dionysius himself,

(however hardly Basil might once think of him,) he has been abun

dantly vindicated by Athanasius among the ancients, and by several

learned moderns.

What Basil is said to confess of Origen, shews that in his opinion,

custom and common consent was, in Origen's time, on the side of the

doctrines called Athanasian ; and that Origen himself, sometimes at

least, conformed to it. But I shall vindicate Origen at large in a

proper place.

Nazianzen, a contemporary of Basil's, in more places than one,

bears testimony to the antiquity and uninterrupted succession of the

Nicene faith, from the times of the Apostles. As to a pretended Con

fession of his looking the other way, it will be considered at large in

the following sheets.

Epiphanius, about the year 375, says, that the apostolical faith (that

is, the Athanasian in his account) continued pure and uncorrupted till

the time of Arius, who divided the Churchy : and who by the insti

gation of the Devil, and with an impudent forehead, let his tongue

loose against his Lord'-: so little did he imagine that Arianism was

primitive Christianity. He observes further, that had it not been for

the subtle practices of Eudoxius, Bishop of Constantinople, in per

verting and corrupting the most pious Emperor Valens, the very

" Basil, contr. Kunom. lib. i. p. 5. De

Spir. S. p. 167. Ep. 79.

* Bull. D. F. sect. ii. cap. 12.

y Epiphan. contr. Uteres. Uix. p. 728.

1 Ibid. p. 736.
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women and children, and all that had been in any tolerable measure

instructed in Christian principles, would have reproved and routed the

Arians, as blasphemers and murderers of their Lords &c. Such was

the assurance the Athanasians then had, that their faith was the settled

and standing doctrine of the primitive churches all the world over, till

the time of Arius.

As to Epiphanius's opinion of Lucian and Origen, (two single men,)

it was severe enough, and indeed not just ; as Bishop Bull hath abun

dantly proved. Yet, from Epiphanius's censure of Origen, one may

perceive plainly, that he thought the Ante-Nicene Church in general,

both before and after Origen, to be of a very contrary judgment to

that which he condemns in Lucian and Origen, that is, to Arianism.

At this time lived Gregory Nyssen ; who about the year 38 1 en

countered Eunomius, the shrewdest and sharpest Arian of that age.

In his reply to him, he takes notice that the Church had been in

possession of this doctrine, that God the Son is essentially true God, of

the essence of the true God: and that if Eunomius should undertake to

confute that doctrine, he ought to fix upon some firm and certain prin

ciples whereon to proceed, and trace them down by just and regular

deductions, in order to come at his conclusion. After he had said

this, he goes on in these words :

" Let no one here tell me, that we ought also to give rational de-

" monstration of what we profess : it is sufficient demonstration of our

" doctrine, that we have a tradition coming down to us from our

" fathers ; a kind of inheritance successively conveyed to us by the

" primitive saints from the Apostles themselves. They that have

" changed those doctrinesfor the present novelty, will have very great

" need of the succours of reason and argumentation, if they mean to

" convince, not the grovelling herd or giddy populace, but the grave

" and staunch men, men of sobriety and firmness. While they offer

" us discourses without any argument or demonstration to support

" them, it is only playing the fool, and is even brutishly stupid : as if

" greater regard should be had to empty talk, void of all proof, than

" to the doctrine of the Evangelists and of the Apostles, and their

" successors, the lights of the Christian churches15."

Here we see with what confidence Nyssen appeals to constant

tradition for the truth of the Athanasian doctrine : so little did he

imagine that the Ante-Nicene faith was any way different from, much

less repugnant to, his own.

I may next mention a famous case which happened in the year 383.

The Arians, Eunomians, and Macedonians were then formally and

solemnly challenged by the Catholics, to refer the matter in dispute to

■ IbiH. p. 737. k «reg. Nyss. contr. Eunom. lib. iii. p. 125, 116.
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the concurring judgment of the writers that lived before the controversy

began : but they declined the offer ; refusing absolutely to put their

cause upon that issue. This is decisive in the case, that the Athanasians

had all the assurance imaginable as to the faith of the primitive churches ;

and that the Arians were very sensible that their doctrine could never

bear so fair and just a trial. The story is thus told in Socrates, lib. v.

cap. 10.

" The Emperor (Theodosius) sending for Nectarius, the Bishop

" (of Constantinople), conferred with him about the properest method

" of putting an end to the dissensions, and restoring the unity of the

" Church. He proposed to have the matter in dispute, which had

" divided the churches, to be fully canvassed ; that, removing the

*' causes of their differences, the churches might be reduced to concord.

" Upon the hearing of this, Nectarius was under some concern : and

" calling for Agelius the Novatian Bishop, of the same faith with hitn-

" self, he acquainted him with the Emperor's design. He, (Agelius,)

" though otherwise a very worthy man, yet having no talent for dis-

" putation, recommended Sisinnius, his Lector, to engage in a con-

" ference. Sisinnius was a man of great wisdom and experience, well

" versed in Scripture, and also in philosophy : but being very sensible

" that disputations generally are so far from healing differences, that

" they rather foment and inflame them ; he suggested to Nectarius

'* this method. He very well knew that the ancients had ever avoided

" the ascribing any beginniny of existence to the Son of God, believ-

" ing him to be coeternal with the Father : he advises therefore to set

".aside all logical wrangling?, and to produce the testimonies of the

'* ancients; leaving it to the Emperor to put the question to the heads

" of the several sects, whether they would make any account of the

" Doctors of the Church who lived before the difference began; or

" whether they would reject them also, as strangers to the faith of

" Christ. For if they should reject them, let them also pronounce an

" anathema upon them : which if they should dare to do, they will be

" immediately detested by the generality, and truth will thus be mani-

" festly victorious. But if they reject not the ancient Doctors, then

■* will it be our business to produce the writings of the ancients, by

" which the truth of our doctrine shall be attested."

Thus far Socrates : who further relates that Nectarius and the

Kmperor well approved of the design, and immediately put it in exe

cution. Whereupon the heads of the several sects were at first much

confounded, and divided among themselves ; some commending what

the Emperor had proposed, and others not ; but in conclusion, they

all chose rather to rest the cause solely on logical disputation, than

upon the testimonies of the ancients. Thus the design came to nothing.

This we may learn from it, that at that time of (lay, when many pri
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mitive writings, since lost, were extant, the Athanasians were very

willing and desirous to have their cause tried by the verdict of the

ancient writers ; being confident of victory in that method : and that

the Arians, as being sufficiently sensible of the same thing, prudently

declined it.

Mr. Whiston did not care to give more than short, general hints of

this famous challenge, and the issue of it : but he endeavours to wind

and turn himself every way to evade its force0. He pretends, first,

that the question between the Athanasians and their adversaries was

not whether the ancients admitted the coeternity of the Son, but whe

ther they admitted his existence to have been without any limitation of

time: as if the Athanasians intended no more than that the ancients

never assigned any particular point of time for the Son's beginning.

But not to mention how silly such a challenge had been, and how

unserviceable such a discussion to the Athanasian cause, which required

a great deal more than that comes to ; I say, not to mention this,

Socrates' and Sozomen's account of that affair sufficiently obviates every

such weak surmise or insinuation. Both say, that Sisinnius well

knew that the ancients never durst ascribe any beginning at all to the

Son : and why ? because they thought or believed him to be coeternal

with the Fatherd. The question then was not, whether the ancients

had assigned any particular time of the Son's begininng to exist : but

whether they ascribed any beginning at all to him. And Sisinnius was

ready to maintain that they ascribed no beginning to him, but believed

him to be coeternal.

Mr. Whiston has another very extraordinary evasion, that the

ancient Doctors appealed to were not those of the three first centuries,

but only such as Father Eustathius, Father Marcellus, Father Alex

ander, &c. about or a little before the Council of Nice. A very likely

matter indeed, that the Emperor should ask the Arians whether thev

would be tried by the verdict of those who had before condemned the

Arians by name ; or that the Arians should be at all afraid of pro

nouncing an anathema upon such as Father Eustathius or Father Mar

cellus, who had been deposed and condemned by the Eusebians or

Arians before; one in a synod at Antioch, A.D. 339, the other in a

synod at Constantinople, A. D. 335. Socrates observes, that the heads

of those parties durst not anathematize those ancient Doctors, lest the

people should abhor them for so doing ; or as Sozomen expresses it,

lest their own party should take offence, and desert theme : is it at all

c Whiston's Reply to Lord Notting- El ykp r'Sti, £>? ot iroAaiol crvrattiov tC<

ham, Append, p. 6,v rarpl to* vlbv t vp6vre s, owe fr6\firiaav

d EJ inivriiuvos &» of »aAaiol apxh'' flrur (k Tiros ipxvs "ri)» yiviai* ainbv

irwdpt*to$ vlcf rov Stov tiovvcu c.nttyvyov *x(iv- Sozom. lib. vii. c. I 2. p. 292.

tcaTitK-tiQtiacw yhp avrbv crvratoW Ty to- e 'Tiro tuv otKtlwv Q*koBi)<rovTai. So*

rpt. Socrat. lib. v. c. 10. p. 273. xotn. p. 291.
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likely that their own party should take such offence in this case* or

should pay any great respect and deference to the memory of Eustathius,

Marcellus, &c. ? Besides this, those ancient Doctors are styled oi iraAaioi,

a word not very proper for such as lived but about fifty or sixty years

before ; and some of them alive within twenty, nay within ten vears of

the time; as is particularly true of Marcellus, who died A. D. 374.

Add to this, that Socrates and Sozomen are express that the ancient

Doctors appealed to were those that lived be/ore the rise of the differ

ences*, (as common sense also must tell us they ought to be :) and who

could those be but the Ante-Nicene Fathers ?

Come we now down to the next century, beginning with 400, where

we find Ruffinus a strenuous advocate for the faith of the Ante-Nicene

Church as conformable to his own. The pretended Confessions, which

are partially represented from him, amount to little more than this, that

Origen's and the two Clemens' works were originally orthodox, but

had been afterwards corrupted, and interpolated by heretics in some

parts of them. This shews what Ruffinus really thought of the ortho

doxy of the Ante-Nicene writers themselves, that they were of the

same faith with the Athanasians. And though Jerome endeavours to

expose Ruffinus's account with all the keenness and satire of an adver

sary ; yet he himself was forced to allow it in the main, and almost to

say the same thing. " It may be," says he, " that they erred in their

" simplicity, or wrote with a different meaning, or that their writings have

" been corrupted by little and little* by unskilful transcribers ; or how-

" ever, that before the rise of the meridan demon, Arius, they might

" speak some things innocently and incautiously."

The pretended Confessions out of Jerome relate chiefly to Origen,

whose case will be considered at large in the following sheets :

and so I need not here say more of it. The like may be said of

Theophilus.

We may now come down to St. Austin who delivers his mind in the

words here following, in his Treatise of the Trinity, finished in the

year 416 :

" All the Catholic interpreters of the Old or New Testament, that 1

" could read, who have wrote before me on the Trinity which is God,

" intended to teach, in conformity to Scripture, that Father, Son, and

" Holy Ghost do, by the inseparable equality of one and the same

" substance, make up the Unity divines." Surely St. Austin must

have reckoned the Ante-Nicene Doctors among his Catholic inter

preters, of whom he gives this full and plain testimony. What he has

said of Origen will be considered in another place.

1 T&v rpb Ttji 8iaipcVco», iv rj? inK\ri- firkt kcu SitamrelAovi tow Up&v \iywr

rria lrpotraptiocivrav ti&aatt&Xuv. Socrat. -,f matrons. Soznm. p. 392.

p. 173. * August in. de Trin. lib. i. cap. 3.

Tlpb riji ttaipi&tws rr/s iKKKi)oiai , <cofli(- p. 753-
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I pass over Anastasius, and Justinian's pretended Confessions, as

respecting none but Origen.

Photius is an author of the ninth century ; who is known to have

been often too severe in his remarks upon the Ante-Nicene writers :

not considering the difference of times, or how unreasonable it is to

expect that those who lived before the rise and condemnation of heresies,

should come up to every accurate form of expression, which long ex

perience afterwards found necessary, to guard the faith against the

subtle practices or provoking insults of its adversaries. Bishop Bull

has abundantly shewn, how easy it is to vindicate the Ante-Nicene

Fathers against every thing that can be objected out of Photius.

Leaving the ancients, we may now descend to moderns, to see what

judgment they have made in the present question.

Cardinal Perron, no longer ago than the reign of King James I,

(A. D. 1620,) began the pretence, that the Arians themselves would

readily submit to be tried by the doctrine of the Ante-Nicene writers.

The occasion of it was this : the Protestants having well studied the

Fathers, were now willing to rest their cause, not upon Scripture only,

but Fathers too ; so far at least as the rAree first centuries. And they

thought that a much greater deference was due to the judgment of

those early ages of the Church, than to that of the ages succeeding :

while the Romanists were used to value the latter equally with the

former, or even to give them the preference. The Cardinal, being

pressed in dispute on this head, could think of no better an answer than

that before mentioned. What Mr.Whiston calls his confession is, in

truth, nothing else but a poor pretence, or subterfuge, made use of in

a case of extremity, only to serve the interests of the corrupt Church

of Rome.

Fisher, the Jesuit, in the year 1626 seconded the Cardinal in the

same plea and upon the same views : but still little notice was taken of

it, till a greater than both, the Jesuit Petavius, (who in the year 1622

had intimated something of it, in his notes upon Epiphanius,) did by

his learned writings on the Trinity, (A. D. 1644,) give new countenance

and credit to it. And if we consider well the time when Petavius first

began to talk in that manner, (a very little after Cardinal Perron had

opened the way to it,) or the use that was to be made of it in regard

to the interests of the Romish cause ; he may be suspected, by Pro

testants, to have had some bias in this matter, without any breach

of charitvh. Some learned Romanists, such as Huetius, and Valetius,

scrupled not to join in some measure (after so great an authority) in the

like charge against the Ante-Nicene writers ; referring to Petavius for

proof of it. This passed for a while, till the Unitarians began to take

h See Bull. Prooem. sect. 8. p. 6. Nelson's Life of Bull. p. 287. Grab. Prtefat.

id Bulli Opera.
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advantage of it, and to triumph upon it. In the year 1658, and 1661,

Daniel Zwicker made his boasts of the Ante-Nicene Fathers as favour

ing Arianism : and though Comenius and Hoornbeckius entered the

lists against him, they were hardly thought a sufficient match for him.

In the year 1676, Sandius seconded Zwicker in the Arian cause : in

the year 1678, our countryman Dr. Gardiner professedly undertook to

clear and defend the orthodoxy of the Ante-Nicene writers : and several

controversial letters passed between him and Sandius. The next that

engaged in the same cause was the learned LeMoyne, in the year 1684.

Soon after, in the year 1685, followed Bishop Bull, then a private

clergyman ; who so learnedly and so effectually defended the Ante-

Nicene faith, that the Arian cause has been sinking under the weight

of his elaborate pieces ever since.

When Bishop Bull's books came to be known abroad, they met with

the universal esteem of the learned in Europe, as well Papists as Pro

testants ; who from that time at least have appeared generally well

satisfied in the faith of the Ante-Nicene writers, and have stood up in

defence of it. As to Protestants, I might mention our own coun

trymen, Bishop Stillingfleet, Dr. Cave, and many others, to whom I

take leave to add the very pious and learned Dr. Grabe. who long

resided among us. As to the foreign Reformed, Fabricius and M.

Bayle, two very learned men, have declared themselves in favour of the

same sentiments : as also have several other learned Protestants abroad,

whose names and treatises are recited by Fabricius > ; as to Roman

ists, I might mention M. Bossuet, late Bishop of Meaux, with the

Clergy of France k, and even the best learned men amongst them.

Du Pin is one who has taken all occasions of answering the objections

made to the Ante-Nicene writers in the article of the Trinity : Noel

Alexander and Lewis Thomassin have done the same. So also has M.

Massuet as far as concerned Irenaeus ; whereof he is editor. Mont-

faucon has done the like, so far as properly came in his way ; though

he gives up Eusebius, who is not in strictness to be reckoned with the

Ante-Nicenes. But the learned Le Nourry has exceeded them all, in

his Apparatus ad Bibliothecam maximam ; where he is so zealous in

defending the Ante-Nicene writers in general, that he will scarce allow

Bishop Bull to have done justice to some of them ; particularly to

Tertullian and Lactantius, whom therefore he undertakes to vindicate

even beyond what the Bishop had pretended. Thus stands the matter

of fact among the learned moderns ; to whom I might add several now

living amongst us, whose names I am willing to spare. What then can

be meant by the strange report made of the Athanasians, from the days

of their founder ? a report without truth ; and I had almost said, without

> Fabric. Biblioth. Griec. vol. viii. p. 313, ice.

k Nelson's Life of Bull, p. ^44.
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any sobriety or modesty. Enough hath been said to take off the pre.

tended singularity of our appeal to the Ante-Nicene writers in this con

troversy. It remains only to throw in a word or two, in answer to

another objection of a very different kind.

II. There was a pamphlet published the last year, entitled, Two

Letters, &c. one to the Earl of Nottingham, the other to Mr. Whiston.

The author writes on the orthodox side, and has said many excellent

things, which deserve commendation. But as he has took the freedom

to pass his censure upon others, he will give nie leave, I doubt not, to

use the like freedom with him. What I most find fault with is his

narrowing too much his own bottom, and his unwary sapping the

foundation on which he stands. To avoid perplexities and uncertainties,

(as he is pleased to call them,) he is for waving all searches into

antiquity, and is for confining the debate to Scripture alone : and

because many texts made use of in this controversy have not been per

fectly settled to the satisfaction of both parties, as to readings, transla

tions, or interpretations, and it requires some learning and critical skill

to fix and ascertain them ; these texts therefore are to be laid aside

also, and the merits of the cause left to be tried by those only that

remain ; " such as have never yet been disputed by the adversaries, or

" against which they have nothing to say." Pref. p. 8. He does not

consider,

i. The difficulty of finding out any texts, of real weight in this con

troversy, which have not been controverted, either as to their reading, or

translation, or interpretation.

i. That the strongest and most important texts are those which have

been controverted; and for that very reason, because they are the strongest,

&c. For it was worth the while for the adversary to rack invention,

and to call in all the succours of learning and critical skill to assoil them,

if possible, and to wrest them out of our hands. Thus the first chapter

of St.John has had more pains and art spent upon it, by our adversaries,

than any other part of Scripture.

3 . That if once the issue of the cause be put upon other texts which

have been more neglected, it will be as easy, nay much easier, to invent

some pretence or other against the reading, version, or construction, to

defeat every argument built upon them.

4. That therefore the method which this author proposes is in reality

(without intending it) laying the weight of the dispute upon what least

deserves it, and can least of all bear it. It is deserting our strong holds,

and engaging the adversary upon unequal ground, and at the greatest

disadvantage: in a word, it is to expose and betray the cause which we

are endeavouring to support.

What I have here observed in relation to our use of Scripture texts

is in some measure applicable to the testimony of the ancients. The
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reason why this also has been so warmly and resolutely contested with

Us, is because it is of real weight, and of very considerable moment for

determining the main question. It would be a very weak thing to give

up so momentous a point as that is, only because it has been contested;

that is, because it is worth the contending for. If the illiterate vulgar be

not competent judges of this branch of the dispute, (as indeed they

scarce are of any dispute through its whole compass, though confined

to Scripture alone,) yet there are others, whom the vulgar will take for

their guides in this matter, (and they ought to do so,) who can under

stand and judge of it.

The Author had but little reason to be concerned at Mr. Whiston's

followers boasting of his performance as a victory, in regard to the

ancients : it was natural for them so to do, either through ignorance or

through prejudice, where they had no manner of reason. Knowing and

impartial judges will easily see the difference between obtaining a victory

and giving the last word. I must do my Lord Nottingham the justice

to say, that he effectually performed his part, with great integrity,

learning, and acuteness ; with the exactness of a scholar, and the judg

ment of a complete Divine. Had Mr. Whiston, in his Reply, confined

himself (as he ought to have done, and as my Lord very justly had

required of him) to those points and those citations only which were

before in debate, instead of pouring in new impertinencies, and many

foreign matters, to conceal and cover his defeat ; the very meanest

reader must have seen plainly on which side the advantage lies. But

to return.

The low notion which this gentleman every where, through both his

Letters, appears to have conceived of the primitive saints, may, I hope,

be corrected by his more careful perusing them, when disposed to it.

His chief argument against them (viz. that the adversaries have been

able to raise cavil* and to perplex their meaning) will carry him further

than he is well aware ; even to the laying aside, not some texts only,

and those of the greatest weight, as it hath already done ; but those

very texts on which he would at length have the whole stress of the

controversy laid. If this gentleman be of opinion, as he declares in his

preface, that the gales of hell should never prevail over that foundation,

over the doctrine of Christ's Divinity ; and if he thinks it of such

moment that later ages have universally adhered to it, (a point which

would be disputed with him as well as the other, were it of half the

moment or concern as the other,) certainly he must think it of some

importance to clear and vindicate the faith of the most pure and

primitive churches in this article ; lest otherwise what he calls the

foundation (if it cannot be proved to have been constantly upheld)

appear at length not to be the foundation, but rather so much wood,

hay, or stubble built upon it. To conclude, as I would not detract
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from the merit of whatever this worthy gentleman has well urged in

proof of our Lord's Divinity; so neither were it advisable in him to

detract from those who, in defence of the same cause, and to very

excellent purpose, have laboured in searching both Scripture and

antiquity.

To the law and to the testimony let the appeal be in the first place ;

and next to the united suffrage of the primitive churches, as the best and

safest comment upon the other. On these two pillars will our faith for

ever stand, firm and unmovable, against all attempts ; whether of vain

philosophy, to batter the doctrine, or of vainer criticisms to corrupt or

stifle the evidence : and " the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."

I should here advertise the reader, that in the following papers I have

endeavoured always to express myself fully and particularly in the most

material points : but as to incidental matters of slighter moment, I have

sometimes, purely for the sake of brevity, passed them off in general

hints only ; such as will not be perfectly understood without looking

into the Reply which 1 am answering, or sometimes into my former

Defence.

I suppose the inquisitive, and such as have leisure, will not think it

much trouble to compare all the three together as they read ; especially

where any thing occurs which may appear obscure by reason of its

brevity. As to others, they will be content with a more confuse and

general perception of such parts as are of least concernment, and

require a little more pains and care in the examining than they have

leisure or inclination to spend upon them.
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THE PREFACE.

X OU begin with big words : you have, you say, " clearly

" shewn, that Dr. W.'s notion is entirely contrary to reason,

" Scripture, and all primitive antiquity." Your design, no

doubt, is to magnify your work, and to help it forwards in the

opinion of the reader. But wise men will not expect much from

a performance that needs a proclamation in the entrance : had

your arguments been just, and your proofs clear, a reader might

have been trusted to find them out.

You proceed to complain of my " manner of writing,'" as being

" greatly fitted to deceive." You apprehend, it seems, that it

may still have some influence, notwithstanding that you have so

clearly and so entirely confuted it : which, if it does not betray

a great degree of mistrust, is a very ill compliment to the un

derstanding of your readers.

After this general charge, you go on to particular complaints,

drawn up in form.

The first is, my entitling my book " A Vindication of Christ's

" Divinity being so rude as to insinuate, that the men I have

to deal with, are impugners of Christ's divinity. I confess the

charge ; and am so far from thinking it a fault, that I have a

second time very deliberately done the same thing in this very

treatise. Till you give us a better account of our Lord's divinity

than you have hitherto done, I must persist in it : because it is

very proper that the world be made justly sensible of your pre

varication, and indeed shameful banter, in a momentous article

of the Christian faith. I use the word divinity in the plain and
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usual sense of it, as the Christian Church hath long done. I

know of no divinity, hut such as I have here defended. The

other, falsely so called, is really none. While you maintain the

principles you do, I must look upon you as impugners of Christ's

divinity; well knowing, that the Christian Church in all ages

would have thought the same of you, and that your doctrine was

condemned as blasphemy long before Arius appeared ; and that,

upon his first appearance, he and his adherents were charged, as

you now are, and very justly, with denying the divinity of their

God and Saviour8.

You have invented a very soft name for it : it is not denying

the divinity of Christ ; but it is differing about the " particular

" manner of explication of that doctrine,'" p. 4. Which pretence,

like many others, has a great deal more of art than of solidity in

it. Explaining a doctrine is one thing, explaining it away is

quite another. There is some difference, for instance, between

explaining the doctrine of the resurrection of the body, and ex

plaining the texts relating to it in such a manner, as to make

void the very doctrine itself. When Basilides, Valentinus, Cerdo,

and Marcion, so interpreted Scripture, as wholly to destroy the

supreme divinity of the Creator, or God of Israel; was this,

think you, no more than differing concerning the " particular

"manner of explication of his divinity?" They acknowledged,

indeed, his divinity still; that is, in words, and in Scripture

words too; but in a sense peculiar to themselves. The plain

truth is, you and we differ about the sense of Scripture, in the

question of Christ's divinity. We find Christ's divinity in our

Bibles : you find not the doctrine there. Accordingly, we assert

Christ's divinity, and you deny it ; that is, you deny the thing,

and retain nothing but the name. The difference then is, not

concerning the manner of explaining our doctrine, (which with

you is no doctrine,) but concerning the manner of explaining

the texts which relate to it. You speak of Christ's divinity

however ; you have some awe and reverence for the language of

the Church, though you have left herfaith. Some concern you

have also for your own characters, and for the interest of the

cause you are engaged in ; which can never prevail, no not with

the populace, but under the benefit of a mask. If it be asked

* Tr)v 6f6nfra tov (rarijpot j'/nim dp- vovs viov—iravra\66tv adeot yey&vamv,

voviuvoi. Alexand. Epist.apudTheod. ware prjTt 8(bvavTbvrniyaii><TK(iv,pTj6',

E. H. lib. i. cap. 4. p. 10. &c. Athan. ad Adelph. p. 91a.

' \pVQVlltVOt TTJV 0€OTTJTa TOV fXQVOyt-
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why we have no such doctrine as that of the divinity of angels

and of magistrates, (called Gods in Scripture,) or why the divi

nity of Christ should be asserted, while the other is absolutely

denied, I am persuaded you will be much at a loss for any satis

factory answer, upon your principles. It will be a vain thing for

you to plead, that you assert as much of Christ's divinity as

Scripture hath asserted. For, were the fact really so, (as it

certainly is not,) then indeed Scripture might justify you in your

denial of Christ's divinity ; but it can never justify you in calling

that divinity which, according to the language of the Church,

and just propriety of speech, you yourselves, as well as we,

know to be none.

You tell me, that the " whole and only design of the authors

" I oppose, has been, soberly, and in the fear of God, to collect

" and consider what it is that our Saviour himself and his

" Apostles have in Scripture taught us, concerning that doctrine,

" separate from the metaphysical hypotheses of fallible and con-

" tenttous men." Now, to pass by the extraordinary civility of

these reflections upon others, and the modesty of assuming so

much to yourselves ; as if you had no hypotheses, no metaphysical

fancies, were never contentious, scarce fallible, like other men :

waving this, yet give me leave to say, that be your designs ever

so good, your intentions ever so sober, and your searches directed

in the fear of God; if the result of all be, that you cannot find

Christ's divinity (properly so called) in Scripture, you ought not

to pretend, either that you are advocates for Christ's divinity,

or that any man is to blame for charging you as impugners

of it.

You say further, that by the divinity of Christ, I mean my

own particular metaphysical explication of it. A suggestion as

false as it is mean. For neither is my sense any particular sense,

but the common sense of all men, learned or unlearned, that know

the difference between God and creature; neither is there any

thing of metaphysics in it, more than there is in the declaration

of the God of Israel, as often as he proclaimed himself to be God,

(in opposition to such as were no Gods,) on the score of his

almighty power, wisdom, greatness, and other divine perfections.

However, supposing my account of the Son's divinity to be

metaphysical, is not your account of the Father's divinity as

metaphysical as the other ? And if you, through your false meta

physics, exclude the Son from the one Godhead, I shall not be

ashamed of making use of true metaphysics to correct your
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errors, and to establish the Son's divinity, upon the same foot

whereon Scripture has fixed it. You might be ashamed to

mention metaphysics, when every body knows that you have little

else to rely upon, for the support of your novel doctrine1*. Who

sees not what a stress has been laid upon a false notion of the

self-existence of the Father, to degrade and separate his beloved

Son from the one true Godhead I What batteries have you not

raised against a proper sonship, from metaphysical reasonings,

should I say, or reveries ? That generation implies division, and

necessary generation outward coaction ; that generation must be

an act, and every act must mean choice ; that necessary agents

are no agents, and necessary causes no causes ; that nothing indi

vidual can be communicated ; that three persons must be three

intelligent agents, and three intelligent agents, reciprocally, three

persons ; that three agents cannot be one being, one substance, one

Lord, or one God ; that there can be no medium between being

and not being ; that inseparable union, without identical life, will

not suffice to make two Persons one God ; and that if there be

identical life, then they are no longer two Persons ; nor can there

be any equality or subordination ; that the same living God

necessarily signifies the same individual intelligent agent, or

Person; that God the Son must be either the same identical

whole substance, or an homogeneous undividedpart of the infinite

substance, upon my principles ; and that he can be neither ; and

therefore not one and the same God with the Father. Here are

metaphysics in great plenty, sufficient, one may think, to furnish

out an ordinary schoolman. Nevertheless, we should not, on this

account, be so unreasonable, as to censure either Dr. Clarke or

his friends, for procuring all the real assistance they can from

metaphysics ; true metaphysics being nothing else but true

divinity : let but your reasonings be clear, solid, and pertinent,

and we shall never find fault with them for being metaphysical.

The truth is, you have pretended to metaphysics; but have

betrayed very great mistakes in that part, as you have also done

in your other pretences, relating to Scripture and antiquity. To

return to the business of the title.

You observe, very shrewdly, that you could with " much

" greater justice" (and yet you did not think it reasonable so to

do) " have entitled your Reply, A Vindication of the Divinity of

" God the Father Almighty." Truly, if you had done it, you

b See my Defence, vol. i. pp. 448, 449, 461.

WATERI.ANl), VOL. II. C C
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would not have found me complaining of the injustice of it : for,

what hurt could you have done to me or my cause, by making

yourself ridiculous? I hope, therefore, you do not expect any

thanks from me upon this head. You go on, however, seriously

to shew, how you could have defended so conceited a title. You

could have pleaded, that the " denying the Father to be alone

" supreme in authority and dominion over all," (in which con

sists the true notion of his divinity,) " is denying his divinity.'

That is to say, you could have begged the main question, and

have thereupon founded a charge against me, with the same, nay,

greater justice, than I charge you with a plain matter of fact,

no part of the main question between us. The question is,

Whether the one true Godhead be common to Father and Son, or

proper to the Father only ? You have determined for the latter ;

therefore you have struck the Son out of the one true Godhead,

previously to our dispute ; therefore you have denied his proper

divinity .* and the question now is, not whether you have denied

it, (which is out of question,) but, whether you ha\e justly denied

it ! If you see no difference between the two cases, I can only

pity your confusion. Whether divinity, strictly so called, can be

common to more Persons than one, remains to be considered.

In the mean while, it is evident that you, by making it proper to

the Father only, have denied the divinity of all besides.

2. A second complaint is of a motto in my titlepage : " I am

" Jesus whom thou persecutest : it is hard for thee to kick

" against the pricks.-" Now, I thought a writer might be at

liberty to follow his judgment or fancy in such a trifle as a motto,

without being so solemnly called to account for it. But, it seems,

this must be now brought to the bar, and deliberately scanned.

" As if,11 say you, " the not receiving Dr. W.'s notions in meta-

'* physics was persecuting Christ.'" As if, say I, the abusing of

metaphysics, to the destruction of a plain Scripture doctrine, and

the undermining the Christian faith, were not, by a very easy-

figure, justly called the " persecuting of Christ," " crucifying the

" Son of God afresh," and " putting him to an open shame."

Since I am called upon in this case, I will tell you, so far as I

remember, what I principally intended by the motto.

i . One thing was, to intimate the great awe and dread which

every man ought to have upon his mind, when he takes pen in

hand to write in opposition to his Saviour's Godhead, and with a

formed design to deprive him of that worship and those diviine

honours which have been constantly paid him by innumerable
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martyrs and confessors, by the whole Church of Christ for four

teen centuries at least, I doubt not to say seventeen. Whatever

may be pleaded for disputing points of an inferior nature, and

less set by ; this particularly is a cause not to be entered into

without " fear and trembling,'" by any pious man ; lest haply he

be found to " fight against God." You may think, perhaps, you

have no need of such caution : but for that very reason, I should

be apt to conclude you have.

i. Another thing intended by the motto was, to insinuate, how

impracticable and vain (in all probability) any attempt must be

to defeat the doctrine of our Lord's divinity; which has now

stood the test for a long tract of centuries, though all imaginable

endeavours and artifices have been from the beginning employed

to overthrow it. A late writer0 very well observes, that "this

" foundation has been so upheld, that where the first institution

" were, as it were, sunk out of memory, by the weight of impure

" mixtures, as in the Greek Church ; and where every other

" article of faith had received wounds by the innovations of

" error, as in the Roman Church ; yet all of them have ad-

" hered to and preserved this main and fundamental point to

" this day/" The same is likewise true of all the Churches

of the Reformation : and God has visibly blasted and defeated

all attempts against the eternal Godhead of our blessed Sa

viour. " It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks."

So said a pious Father of the Church, applying it to this

very case*1, (one would think with a prophetic spirit,) thirteen

hundred years ago. Such were then the sentiments of the

wisest and best men of those times. They were fallible, they

were men: but if posterity, fallible as they, grow bold and

daring, where the other would have trembled, let them look to

it. They had the same Scriptures we have, and better helps for

the understanding them : they had their faculties of discerning

no less than we ; and they spared no pains or care in their

searches. This is a consideration of some moment, especially in

a fundamental article. We should not, at least, go rashly into

contrary sentiments, nor without plain Scripture to warrant it.

We may be apt to flatter ourselves too much, and think we see

c Two Letters to the Earl of Not- \6yoV o-avrbv dXtoxftr, rai ov to rrvfv-

tineham arid Mr. Whiston. Pref. p. 19. pa. oavrbv mraWoTptois airb rijr tov

° Tl yap Kci/odo£f, noKtpflt tov Qtoi ^apiroc, rat oil tov vlbv dirb na-

aKaTairo\fpr]Tov ; ri pa\TI TV axarapa- rpos, oiiHi to nvtvpa to ayiov airb ita-

xhrf i o~K\r)pov trot vpos tuvrpa Xczkti- rpbs rat vioi. Epiphan. Ancor. cap.

£fiV atavrbv <TKavda\i(fU, ral ov tov XIV. p. 20.

C C 2
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further than those before us ; when in reality, perhaps, it is not

that we have more sense than they, but that we want their piety.

You tell me how carefully the men of your way have " studied

" the Scripture," and how sincerely they have " made use of all

" the helps God has given them, to understand it rightly." Be

it so : and I do not know any one that can lay it to the charge

of St. Paul, that he had not, in such a sense, sincerely studied the

Scripture, or had not sincerely made use of the helps God had

given him, though still a persecutor of Christ. However sincere you

may have been, yet believe also that others, as sincere as you,

have carefully studied the same Scriptures; and that the most

eminent lights of the Christian Church in all ages, have as sincerely

thought it their indispensable duty to pronounce an anathema upon

the doctrine you give us, as you do that you ought to receive and

follow it. We have nothing to do to inquire after your sincerity,

of which God is judge. Neither civil judicatures, nor eccle

siastical courts, ever proceed upon that bottom. Our business

is not to consider the sincerity of the men, but the nature,

quality, and tendency of the doctrine. There have been sincere

Photinians, sincere Samosatenians, sincere Sabellians, sincere

Papists, sincere Jews and Mahometans. And indeed, what sects

are there that have not sincere men amongst them ? The more

sincere you are, the better it will fare with you at the great day

of account. In the mean while, give us leave to be since?-e too,

in condemning heartily what we heartily disapprove. And let

the sincerity of each be tried by the nature and quality of the

cause you and we are engaged in, and by the strength of the

evidence on either side ; on which, as I conceive, chiefly hangs

the proof of our sincerity. You proceed to invective. " It

" concerns those who thus affect to sit in the seat of God, and to

" equal their own disputable notions with the express word of

" God, to consider a little more seriously what spirit they are

" of." But, laying aside childish wrath, let us argue this matter

coolly and sedately with you. Is it " affecting to sit in the seat

" of God," that we are doing our bounden duty in condemning

false doctrine, or what we take to be such ; and in " contending

" earnestly for the faith which was once delivered to the saints V

And how is it " equalling our own disputable notions with the ex-

" press word of God," when we stand up for the " express word of

" God,"against those who appear to us to contradict and pervert it,

in favour oftheir metaphysicalconceits and ill-groundedhypotheses ?

What right have a few private men to claim express Scripture, and
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to equal their own disputable notions with the " express word of

" God," in opposition to the Christian world, as capable of judging

what Scripture is, as they that so vainly boast of it ? Charge us

no more, so fondly, with " affecting to sit in the seat of God,"

lest it be told you, in return, that there appears to be infinitely

more pride, vanity, and arrogance, in a few private men sitting

in judgment upon whole Churches, and throwing their hasty,

ill-grounded censures upon Fathers, and Councils, and all the

greatest and wisest men that have lived in past centuries, than

any can be imagined in those whom you so injuriously reflect

on ; for no cause, but for honestly declaring their abhorrence of

your novel and dangerous opinions. Surely we may presume,

without "affecting to sit in the seat of God," to think some

very fallible men liable to errors : and when in fact it appears

that they are so, we may presume, according to our bounden

duty, to take all proper care to prevent such errors spreading.

But enough has been said in vindication of a motto.

3. A third complaint is of my unrighteous use of the term

Ariatis, and Arianism. But that this censure of yours is very

unrighteous may appear sufficiently from what I have elsewhere

demonstrated0, and may again, as occasion offers. In truth, it

is complimenting you, to call you Arians ; for you really come

short of the old Arians, in more points than one, (as I shall

observe hereafter,) and have not so honourable thoughts of God

the Son, as the generality of the ancient Arians had. As to what

you pretend about the "particular tenets of Arius," I shewed

you long agof, that yours differ not in any thing material from

them. You are pleased to say, that by my " way of consequential

" deductions the Fathers of the Council of Nice, and all their

" Catholic predecessors, may with equal justice be charged with

" Arianism." You mean, I suppose, provided in drawing conse

quences, no regard be had to what is plain or obscure, right or

wrong, true or false. Such a consequential ways as this, never

was my way ; and, 1 hope, never will be : whether it be yours,

we shall see. You are to prove, that the Council of Nice is

chargeable with Arianism, upon my principles. I perceive, you

are sanguine enough to undertake it ; we are now to examine

how you perform.

e Supplement to the case of Arian charging our adversaries with conse-

Subscription, p. 313, &c. of this vol. quences, and also intimate in what

f Defence, vol. i. p. 400. cases such a conduct is allowable or

e See my Supplement, p. 325, &c. otherwise,

of this volume, where I justify my
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I must abridge your long tedious train of argument, to bring

the parts nearer together, and to save myself the trouble of

transcribing. But I will take care that your argument shall

not lose a tittle of its force or strength ; having indeed none to

spare.

" The Council of Nice, by asserting that the Son was not

" (iroi/;0ets i£ ovk Svrav) made or formed out of nothing, but

" {yfvvrjdfh i« rrjs ov<rCas tov varpbs) generatedfrom t/ie substance

" of the Father confessedly, did not mean either, that the

" Son was (which is the first of Dr. W.'s two senses of the term

" individual) the same identical whole substance with the Father

" —or (which is the Doctor's other sense of the term individual)

" that he was a homogeneous undivided part of that infinite and

" inseparable substance which is the Father's But their

" meaning evidently was, that as one fire is lighted from another

" without any division, abscission, diminution, fyc. so the Son was

" generated from the Father without any division, abscission, §c.

" of the Father's substance, or of his alone supreme authority and

" dominion over all. And this notion of theirs, because it supposes

" the Son to be not the substance of the Father, but from the

" substance of the Father : and because it supposes the genera-

" tion of the Son to be an act of the Father and because it

" reserves inviolably to the Father his avdevrCa, his alone supreme

" authority and dominion over all, which makes him to be in the

" absolute sense, the one God: therefore, I say, this notion Dr. W.

" is pleased to rank, among other things, under the head of

" Arianism."

This is the cons&iuential thing, which you have been pleased

to bring forth. The sum is thus : If Dr. W. supposes the Son

to be a part of the Father's substance, (which he does not,) and

if the Nicene Council denies the Father and Son to be one un

divided substance, (which it doth not,) and if the Council supposes

the eternal generation to be an act, in the sense of free choice,

(which is a false supposition,) and if the Council supposes the

Father alone to have supreme dominion over all, (which is an

other false supposition,) if these several false and groundless

suppositions be evidently true ; then Dr. W. by charging some

persons with Arianism, who deserve it, has consequentially

charged others also, who have not deserved it. That I may be

certain of doing you justice, as to this marvellous thread of

reasoning, I will come to particulars.

In the first place, where do you find me saying that the Son
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is either the " same identical" (that is, same, same) " whole

" substance with the Father,11 or an " undivided part of that

" substance which is the Father's I" I leave whole and partsh to

those gentlemen of strong imagination, who consider every thing

in a corporeal way, under the notion of extension. All that I say

is, that Father and Son are one undivided substance; which is

also the sense of the Nicene Fathers. For,

2. Where do you find that the Nicene Council ever supposes

the Father and Son not to be one and the same undivided sub

stance f They say, ix t?)s oio-tos, from the substance of the Father :

this is all you have to ground your cavil upon. But the Council

supposes the Son to be both from the substance of the Father>

and of the substance of the Father, and but one substance in both,

because of the inseparable union and connection of both. The

doctrine is plainly this, God of God, and both one God ; light of

light, and both one light; substance of substance, and both one

substance'1. This is the Catholic doctrine, which it is much easier

to carp and cavil at, than to confute. 1 should take notice of

your words, not noirjOds l£ ovk ovtu>v, not made or formed out of

nothing. Why do you here insert itoir)dtis, and pretend to give

the sense of the Council in a way wherein they never expressed

it I Is it not to insinuate, that the Council imagined the Son to

be made, or formed, only not out of nothing? One may believe

that this was in your head, by your slily remarking, presently

after, that Tertullian, Origenk, and Lactantius affirmed the

same thing of angels and souls, as the Nicene Fathers did of the

Son. Your report of every one of them is utterlyfalse, (as shall

be shewn in a proper place ;) but were it true, what is it to the

IS'icene Fathers, who were wiser men than to countenance any

such detestable doctrine ? What they meant by Ik r/js ovatas tov

■aarpbs, is very plain from the Creed itself, and has been fully

h KupiW 6«os Uto-irtp ovk tori p-ipos, entia de sapientia, sicut essentia de

ovrwt ovhi ukov, cir*i to o\ov ex fupav essentia. August, de Trin. lib. vii.

«oti. kcu ovk fpti \6yos napaht£ao-8ai cap. I, 2. p. 855.

rov €jr! itaai Oeov ttvai ik p<p£jv, &>y Consilium de consilio, et voluntas

(koo-tov ov Svvarcu ontp ra oXXa pt'pr). de voluntate, sicut substantia de sub-

Orig. contr. Cels. p. 18. stantia, sapientia de sapientia. Ibid.

' Quemadmodum lumen de lumine, lib. xv. cap. 20. p. 994.

et utrumcjue unum lumen, sic intelli- See other examples of the same way

gatur sapientia de sapientia, et utrum- of speaking, collected by Petavius de

(jue una sapientia: ergo et una essen- Trin. lib. vi. cap. 10. p. 351.

tia, quia hoc est ibi esse quod sapere k See Origen fully vindicated in

Pater et Filius simul una sapientia this respect by Huetius Origenian.

quia una essentia, et singillatim sapi- p. 30, 93.
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explained and vindicated1 from misconstructions. The sum of

what they intended was, that the Son was not from nothing,

nor from any extraneous substance, but from the substance of

the Father; as light streaming out from light, but without

division, or abscission, or diminution ; being eternally in the

Father, as well as from him, and inseparably included with him.

Indeed, the Arians invidiously charged them with making the

Son a part of the Father's substance™, as you also are pleased to

charge me. Which is to me an argument that my notion is still

the same with that of the Nicene Fathers, and yours not different

from that of the Arians.

3. Where do you find that the Council ever supposes the

generation of the Son to be an act, in your sense of act? The

Council has not a word about act, that I know of : nor, if it had,

would it be at all to your purpose. The question about act will

depend upon another question, viz. Whether the Council in

tended an eternal or temporal generation! Upon either sup

position, I can allow the generation to be an act ; but not in

your novel sense of act, in both cases. Suppose it eternal, then

the generation was an act ; but in the ancient sense of act and

necessary agency : as the sun was supposed to act in generating

rays ; fountains to act in generating streams ; the mind to act

in generating thoughts ; trees to act in generating branches ;

bodies to act in generating effluvia, vapours, or perfumes ; the

earth to act in generating fruits; and the like. No matter

whether, in strictness, these kinds of generations should be

called acts : they are such as the ancients called so ; and when

we are interpreting the ancients, we must attend to the ancient

1 See my Defence, vol. i. p. 544, 545. Bull. D.F. p. 114. Athanas. p. 234,

895. Eusebius of Nicomedia may be an evidence of the meaning of « tt)c

ova-las, (while he is endeavouring to expose it,) by what he uses as parallel,

and what as opposite to it.

Parallel. | Opposite.

'E£ avrov, cm avroi, i>s &.» ptpos Tijt (pvatac rrjs aytvyr/rov fir) pr^w.

avrov, fj i£ anoppoias rfjs ovaias. "Ertpov rjj divert xai rfj Ovvapti.

*Ej(«i' tt)v ravr6rt)ra rijr d>vo~<a>r. Ktiotov.

<t>vo-is (K tt)S (piatas. *Yir avrov ycyoms.

BovXquari ytv^pevot..

Euseb. Nicomed. apud Theod. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 24.

Some of these expressions which Eusebius uses as parallel, are put invi

diously and injuriously. But still, we may see what in the main was the

Catholic sense of the phrase, through the false colours whereby he hoped to

expose it.

m See Arius's Letter. Apud Theod. E. H. lib. i. cap. 5. And Eusebius of

Nicomedia. Theod. lib. i. cap. 6.
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sense of words. Necessary acts were then called acts ; and

therefore no wonder if eternal generation was looked upon as an

eternal act. But, suppose the Council intended only temporal

generation, (as some have thought, and it seems not improbable,)

then I readily allow it to be an act, even in your sense of choice ;

as much as was the Son's generation of the blessed Virgin. But

then I insist upon it, that the Nicene Fathers maintained the

Son's eternal and necessary existence, antecedent to the genera

tion ; which is a doctrine opposite to yours, as light to darkness.

4. In the last place, where do you find one word of the

Father's alone supremacy of dominion in the Nicene decrees?

This is purely a fiction of your own, without the least shadow of

a reason for it. Do you find the Nicene Fathers telling you of a

sovereign producing to himself a subject, or of a lord and master

producing a servant ? Is it subject of sovereign, very subject of

very sovereign ; instead of God of God, very God of very God ?

You will see that one is of the other, not that one is above

the other. If the Father be there called Almighty, (TravroKparaip,)

yet they understood the Son to be Almighty of Almighty, (nawo-

Kparwp (k iravTOKparopos ",) as well as God of God : all perfec

tions common to both, only not coordinately ; the Father having

his perfections from none, the Son having the same perfections

from him ; equal in every thing, but still deriving that very

equality. If this be the avOevrCa you speak of, the thing is true,

but not pertinent ; if you mean more, it may be pertinent, but it

is not true ; nor have you a syllable of proof for it, either in

Scripture or antiquity.

We have now seen how well you have acquitted yourself in

the consequential way, under this article; not quite so well,

I think, as before in your charge upon me as denying the

Father's divinity. I must do you the justice to say, that you

can sometimes manage an argument to greater advantage : or if

you could not, I should have made it my resolution not to

exchange a word more with you. How you came to perform

so much below yourself, here in your Preface, I know not ;

except it be, that your passions were more deeply engaged in

this part than in the rest. To proceed.

4. A fourth head of complaint is, that I have " talked about

" calling in question a fundamental article of religion.v I

have so; and, I pray, where is the offence of so doing? Your

n HanoKpaTopa ix navroKparopos. Tti, <1pXft *<" Kpartl Kai 6 vios. Athan.

TT&vrav yap, t>v "PX" ° 7roTW *°' KP»' Expos. Fid. p. 99.
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first reason against it lies in these words ; " as if the first article

" of the Creed was not as fundamental as the second." But

who are they that set the first and second articles at variance

with each other, when for fourteen centuries, and more, they

have agreed most amicably together ? Do not be surprised, when

I tell you, that you are the men that impugn the first article, by

impugning the second. I have learned from the first article, that

God is a Father : which, in the sense of the Christian Church,

and according to the intention of the compilers of the Creeds °,

supposes him to have a Sonv ; a coeternal, coequal, and coessen-

tial Son, of the same nature with him. And 1 readily submit the

case to the pious and considerate reader to judge of, whether

I, who, among the other perfections and glories of the Father,

reckon this for one, that he has always had with him so great

and so divine a Son*), equal to himself; or you, who, out of the

abundance of your metaphysics, contrive to rob him of that

superlative glory, shew the greater zeal and concern for the

honour of God the Father. The Pagans, I know, thought

it very much for the honour of their supreme God, to have other

Gods under him. This they looked upon as an article of

grandeur, and the very top of magnificence1". But Christians

never talked at this rate : they thought it most for the honour

of the supreme Father to have a Son, equal to him in nature, and

one God with him. You go on to another exception : " As if an

" article's being fundamental, was a reason why even the

" most learned and able men should by no means be suffered to

" consider or inquire what this fundamental article is." You

have very little reason to use this kind of talk with me ; because,

when I first entered into conference with you, my whole design

and desire was, to have the thing amicably debated betwixt us,

° See my Sermons, p. 1 88 of this

volume : Bull. Judic. Eccl. p. 36, &c;

Stillingfleet, Trin. cap. ix. p. 229.

P Uarepa Toy Qfuv ovopaaafitv, tva

apa tw vottv irartpa, voTjo~ooptv Kai rov

viov. viov yap Kai narpos ovdfv tori

p,(Ta£i> tuv Svrmv. Cyril. Hieros. p.

1 14. Bened.

Ecclesias fides solum verum Deum

Patrem confessa, confitetur et Chris

tum. Hilar, p. 1006. Bened.

Patrem cum audis, Filii intellige

Patrem, qui filius supradlctae sit imago

substantias. Ruffin. Symb. p. 540.

1 Ao£n viov (K Tiprjs narpbs avrov'

xai naXiv viov 8o£a£op€vov, peydKoti

riparai 6 rov tocovtov narrjp ayapov.

Cyril. Hieros. p. 87. Bened.

Iffiopiv ye rov naripa, davua{ovr(s

avrov rbv viov, \uyov, Kai aotpiav, Kai

a\rj6tiav, Kai GiKatoavvrjv, Kai navra

antp (ipai pfpaBrjKapfv rov vibv rov

8fo0, outo) 81) Kai rov ytvr)8ivra coco

rov toiovtov narpos. Ortg. contr. Cels.

P-387-
Honor Filii dignitas sit Paterna ;

et glorioeus auctor sit, ex quo is, qui

tali gloria sit dignus, extiterit. Hilar.

p. 832.
r Onatus apud Stob. Eccl. Phys.

cap. 3. Plotinus Enn. ii. lib. ix. cap. 9.

p. 207.
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and with equal freedom on both sides, in a private way, without

troubling the press. And' though the article I am defending be

a fundamental one, yet it was never such to me, till I had well

examined it : nor do I expect it should be such to you, without

the like method. However, there is a great deal of difference

between settling one's own private faith, and undertaking to

publish and propagate the same among others. While a man

pretends no further than to judge for himself, he ought to rest

unmolested, to enjoy the freedom of his own private sentiments,

wherein others are not concerned. But when he endeavours to

draw disciples after him, the case is altered ; and it then be

comes the common concern of all that have truth at heart, and

more especially of those who are the appointed guardians of

the Christian faith, to be upon the watch against seducers, and

to interpose their seasonable offices to prevent the growth of any

dangerous error. There must be some public restraints to hinder

conceited men from venting crudities ; as well as a just and due

regard to the interests of truth, if any man, with sobriety and

modesty, has any new thing to offer. Where to fix the true

medium between liberty and restraint is not my business here

to inquire : I think, our governors in Church and State have

already fixed it, beyond all reasonable exception. But to

return.

Let those learned and able men you speak of consider and

examine, that they may find out the truth ; and when they have

done, defend it. But if the result of their inquiries is the em

bracing and propagating of errors ; be they ever so learned or

able, they must be rebuked and reproved for it. What if a

learned Jeio or a deist, after examining and considering, thinks

it right and just to reject, and openly to vilify the Christian re

velation ? May he not therefore be told that his labours have

been ill laid out, and that his infidelity is a very great, a very

unpardonable crime ? And if another, after inquiry, sets himself

publicly to oppose any momentous article of the Christian faith ;

it is the duty and the business of those that know better, and of

those that are in authority, to stand up for the true religion,

and to use all proper means for its preservation. What would

have become of the Christian faith, if such learned and able men

as Praxeas, Noetus, Paul of Samosata, Photinus, Arius, Eu-

nomius, Apollinarius, &c. had not been vigorously opposed, and

expelled the Christian Church ? Errors once entered have been

sometimes kept in by the same methods, as truth hath been
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preserved ; just as the banks intended to keep out the waters, if

once overflowed, serve afterwards to keep them in : which is yet

no argument, I suppose, for having no banks at all, or for throw

ing all open to inundations. You add, " as if taking great pains

" to find out the sense and meaning of a doctrine, was

" calling in question the doctrine itself :" which I have answered

above. In your next words, you betray an unbecoming heat,

which should be avoided always, if you desire to see clear.

" Wonderful,11 you say, " that the very foundations of all

" religion and of all truth should be thus turned into ridicule by

" men of learning, without their perceiving what they are doing!"

A heinous and heavy charge ; not upon me, not upon a few

private men, but upon the Church of Christ in all ages, and upon

the best men of it. For, what is it, I beseech you, that you are

here so severely declaiming against, under the opprobrious name,

of " turning all religion into ridicule?" I say, what is it, but the

Church's acknowledging that there are fundamentals in religion,

and her defending those fundamentals, in such a way as Christ

and his Apostles have taught her, against all opposers ? Be you

ever so able or so learned, (which I dispute not,) yet we know,

that if an angelfrom heaven comes to teach us any other doctrine

than what we have received from Scripture, we have St. Paul's

warrant for pronouncing an anathema upon that and him. You

will say, no doubt, that you have truth and Scripture on your

side. Well : that is saying something, if you can make it good :

it is the very point which we are going to try. In the mean

while, argue not against the properest methods of defending

and preserving the truth, (which are undoubtedly right and

good, in the general,) but shew, if you are able, that there is

something particular in the present case, to put a bar to the

general rule.

5. The last article of complaint is, my " artificially concealing

" from the reader the true and indeed only material point in

" question, and amusing him with matters of a quite different

" kind.11 In this affected charge, (which. I am unwilling to say.

you do not believe one word of,) I blame not so much the

injuriousaess of it, since it is too weak to do hurt, as the indis

cretion. Might you not have been content to set out upon a new

foot, and, as it were, silently and unobserved, to alter the terms

of the question ; but you must begin with laying your sin at my

door, and charging me with the very fault which you are, that

instant, committing? I will shew you, firet, that my manner of
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stating the main question was right : and I shall afterwards tell

you what I have to say to yours; which in reality (when stripped

of its ambiguity) is not different from mine. All my labour and

endeavour was, to bring the dispute to this short question,

Whether the Son of God be a precarious being, that is, a creature

or nos? This was the only point I was concerned for; being

that upon which all the rest turn. There therefore I laid the

stress ; making it my business to confute whatever I could find

in Dr. Clarke's pieces tending to degrade the Son of God into

precarious existence, or to make a creature of him. If this point

be but once secured, that the Son is no creature, but necessarily

existing; the Doctor may go on talking of supremacy, and what

ever else he pleases ; they aro incidental points only, and must

either fall of course, or else be understood in a sense consistent

with the resolution of the other question.

You are sensible of this yourself; and therefore you all the

way resolutely dispute with me the point of the Son's necessary

existence, as much as the other point of the Father's supremacy ;

you are as resolute in denying the Son to be one God with the

Father ; you are scrupulous as to calling him Creator, and never

directly assert his creating of the world by his oum power, or his

coeternity. In short, you dispute every thing with me that is

pleaded to exempt him from the number of precarious beings, or

creatures. Were it not for this, you should be permitted to talk

of the Father's supremacy as much as you pleased, and to make

sense of it at leisure. Indeed, the determining of the point of

supremacy, and how it is to be held, depends entirely upon the

other question ; which is therefore the main question betwixt us.

Do but allow me, that the Son is no creature, that he exists not

precariously, but necessarily, that he is one God with the Father,

that he is properly Creator, and by his oum power, with other

the like things; and you shall then go on, without let or

hinderance, in your talk of the supremacy. Now then, will you

please to answer me : Do you understand the supremacy in a

sense which you believe consistent with the points which I

maintain, viz. the Son's necessary existence, uncreatedness, &c. I

If you do, the dispute is ended ; go on and prosper with so

Catholic a notion of the supremacy. Or do you understand the

supremacy in a sense not consistent with those other points which

s See my Supplement, p. 334. &c. Clarke, and his disciples, that they

of this vol. where I have shewn nine do by immediate and necessary conse-

several ways, from the writings of Dr. quence make the Son a creature.
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I maintain? If this be the case, (as I presume it is,) then do

not pretend that those other points are not material; for, by

maintaining them, I overthrow your pretended supremacy, as

much as you, by maintaining the supremacy, design to overthrow

the Church's faith: and so it matters not, whether the main

question be put into your terms or mine ; since both, in reality,

come to the same thing. Only there is this difference in the

case ; my way of stating the main question is plain and clear;

yours, obscure and ambiguous: mine is fitted to instruct and

inform ; yours, to perplex and confound a reader : mine is proper

to bring the debate to a short and clear issue ; yours, to protract

and lengthen out a dispute : in a word, mine is sincere and open,

like that of a man that knows his cause is good ; yours is falla

cious and disguised, as of one that is diffident of his cause, and

is retiring behind the curtain. You will have the question put

thus : Whether the Father alone hath supreme authority, sovereignty,

and dominion over all ? When this is stripped of ambiguity and

chicane, I suppose it will fall into mine. You determine in the

affirmative. The Son then is naturally a subject of the Father,

and the Father is his sovereign Lord and Ruler. He has an

absolute right over him, to call him to account, to reward him,

if he does well, to punish him, if he does amiss. This all men

understand to be implied in supreme dominion ; a right and

power over subjects, to compel, constrain, and punish, as occasion

serves ; and in short, to bridle them at pleasure. Is this your

meaning ? Pray then, where is the difference between saying it,

and calling God the Son a creature ?

And, do you imagine that you have any the least syllable of

proof of such alone dominion, either in Scripture or antiquity?

Yet there is certainly no medium between this and what I

assert of the equality of Father and Son. They are either

naturally and strictly equal; or else one is infinitely superior

to the other, as God and creature. Well ; be the consequences

what they will, you are attempting to prove your point syllogisti-

cally after this manner :

" If the Father never acts in subjection to the will of any

" other person, and every other person acts in subjection to

*' his will ; then the Father alone is the one supreme Governor

" of the universe.

" But it is fact that the Father never acts in subjection, &c.

" and that every other person acts in subjection, &c.

" Therefore, &c."
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This is the wonderful demonstration ; lame and deficient in

every part. To prove that the Father alone hath supreme

dominion, &c. you should shew, not only that all other persons

act in subjection, (for an equal may act in subjection to an equal,

or even to an inferior, as our Lord acted in subjection to Joseph

and Mary, and washed his disciples'' feet,) but that they are really

subject, and under his absolute power and authority. Your

reasonings therefore on this head amount only to what the

Schools call ignoratio elenchi ; proving beside the question, or

talking wide of the purpose. And how easy is it for a man to

fill a book with quotations, as you have done, that can be con

tent with any thing, however foreign to the question ! You have

proved, that the Son acted sometimes a ministerial part, or that

he submitted to an inferior office : this is all that you have

proved ; and it is no more than I would have readily granted

you, without quoting so much as a single Father for it. You

are not advanced one tittle towards the proof of what you intend,

that the Father and Son naturally have not one common do

minion. I affirm that they have ; and that at the very same

time that the Son is executing any inferior office, he is still Lord

ofthe whole universe, in common with the Father ; and that their

dominion over all is one and the same undivided dominion, as

they are one God and one Lord. You would gladly slip upon us

supremacy of dominion, instead of supremacy of order, or office.

Instead of saying that the Father alone has his supreme do

minion from none, you pretend that he alone has supreme do

minion ; to make two dominions where there is but one. You

play with the ambiguous word authority, that you may have

something to blind the readers with: while you quote Fathers

who affirmed it in one sense, and you intend it in another. Auc-

toritas is often no more than paternitas, with the Latin Fathers,

as auctor is pater: but you are wresting it to the sense of

dominion. The like use you make of the equivocal word dignity ;

which is of order, or office, or dominion, or nature; and you

artificially blend and confound all together. None, I hope, can

be imposed upon by such weak fallacies, but they that want their

faculties of discerning. Let the reader carefully distinguish three

things, and he will then be able of himself to unravel all your pre

tences, and to throw off that studied confusion which you are

labouring to introduce in a plain thing.

i. Supremacy of nature, or supremacy of perfection, is to be
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possessed of all perfection, and the highest excellency possible :

and this is to be God. There is nothing of this kind but what

is common to Father and Son; who are therefore one God

supreme. And as supremacy of dominion and sovereignty (pro

perly so called) over all creatures (as soon as they exist) is

included in it, and consequent Upon it; Father and Son have

one common and undivided sovereignty over all; the constant

doctrine of antiquity.

2. Supremacy of order consists in this; that the Father has

his perfections, dominion, 8fc. from none ; but the Son from the

Father. All that the Son has, is referred up to the Father, and

not vice versa. This kind of supremacy is of the Father alone :

and the Son's subordination, thus understood, is very consistent

with his equality of nature, dominion, perfection, and glory, ac

cording to all antiquity.

3. Supremacy of office. This by mutual agreement and vo

luntary economy, belongs to the Father: while the Son out of

voluntary condescension submits to act ministerially, or in

capacity of mediator. And the reason why the condescending

part became God the Son, rather than God the Father, is because

he is a Son, and because it best suits with the natural order

of Persons, which had been inverted by a contrary economy.

These things being fixed and settled, there will be no difficulty in

replying to any thing you have offered, or can offer in this cause.

You may amuse us with Scripture and Fathers : but every man

sees, before this time, where the whole pinch of the controversy

lies ; you think the Unity of the Godhead, as we teach, is not

consistent with the distinction of persons, order, and offices.

While you pretend to be disputing against me, you are really

disputing against the standing doctrine of the ancient churc/tes,

from some concessions which they made, and in which I agree

with them. And your way is to wrest and strain some principles,

maintained both by them and me, to a sense repugnant with their

other known doctrines. If you can prove any thing, we are

ready to hear you : if you cannot, it is high time to desist from

an impracticable attempt, that can bring nothing in the end,

but shame and confusion to as many as engage in it. I take no

notice of your reflections upon my hardiness, as you call it, (in

denying what no good Catholic ever affirmed,) and my metaphy

sical excursions, and my fixing names of reproach. It will be seen

in the sequel who are most remarkable for hardiness, who make
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excursions, and who reproach, not their brethren only, and the

whole Church of Christ, but the Lord of heaven and earth, the

living God ; to whom be honour and glory, now and for ever.

That the reader may not imagine our dispute to be any thing

new, or that you have advanced any thing beyond what the

ancient Arians and Eunomians vainly endeavoured in the same

cause ; I shall just give him a specimen of what some of the

Fathers of that time answered to the same pretences which you

are now reviving. When Eunomius had been magnifying the

Father, as alone subject to none, on purpose to degrade and

depress the Son, under the notion of a subject ; the great Basil

rebukes him, for thereby reducing God the Son to the condition

of a creature, in these words : " Forasmuch as there are two

" things, the creature and the Godhead, and the creature is

" ordained to subjection and servitude, while the Godhead is

" regnant and paramount ; is it not manifest, that he that de-

" prives (the Son) of the honour of absolute dominion, (bea-noTf(as,)

" and casts him down to the meanness of servitude, does at the

" same time rank him with the rest of the creation4 f

Gregory Nyssen thus more at large answers the Eunomian

pretence, of the alone supremacy. I shall give it in English only,

because of its length, and to save myself trouble.

'* He (Eunomius) says, that the Father has no sharer (ixfpfrrjv)

" in glory with him : wherein he says the truth, though he

" knows not what he says. For the Son doth not share (or

" divide) the glory with the Father ; but he has the Father's

" whole glory, as the Father has also the whole glory of the Son.

" For thus he said, speaking to the Father, All mine are thine,

" and thine are mine, John xvii. He who is heir of all things,

" who is Creator of the worlds, who shines out from the glory of

" the Father, and together with it, and in himself, carries the

" express image of the Father's hypostasis ; he has all things

" whatsoever the Father himself hath, and is also Lord of all

"power. Not that the majesty passes away from the Father;

" but it abides with him, and at the same time rests upon the

" Son. For while he is in the Father, he is together with his

" icftole power, in the Father : and as he hath the Father in

" himself, he must contain the whole power and authority of the

* Avo yap ovrtov irpayuarav, Kr'urtas (opa, Kai (It to ttjs SovXeias raitfivvv

n Kai 6toTT)Tos' Kai riff piv KTiatat iv KarafiaWav, ovx't iiijXdf tart Kai 8ia

dovXfta Kai inraKoij TCTayptvrjf, dp^Kr/s roiro avoToi^ovvra avrov Tjj Trao~r]

oc oUtrrjt Kai danroTiKrjs rrjs 6t6rrjTos' Krlo~(i fltuarvff; Basil, contr. Eun. lib.

a dfjjatpovptvos rrjs bto-itortias to d£i- ii. p. 73-

WATERLAND, VOL. II. D d
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" Father. For, he has the entire Father in himself, and not a

" part only : wherefore having the Father entire, he must have

" his authority also entire. What then does Eunomius mean

" by pretending that the Father has no consort in (power or)

" authority? He says, there is one only God, Supreme Ruler

" (iravroKpaTiDp). If he means a Father, by the name of Supreme

" Ruler, he says the same as we do, and nothing contrary : but

" if he means it of any Supreme Ruler that is not a Father ; he

" may preach up circumcision, if he pleases, along with his other

"Jewish tenets: the faith of Christians looks to a Father.

" The Father indeed is all and every thing, he is Most High,

" Supreme Ruler, King of kings, and Lord of lords ; whatever

" titles sound high or great, they are the Father's own : and all

" things that are the Father's belong to the Son. Allow but

" this, and we admit the other. But if, instead of a Father,

" he introduces another kind of Supreme Ruler ; his doctrine is

" Judaism : or he strikes in with Plato's sentiments. For they

" say, that that philosopher also taught that there is a certain

" supreme Creator and Maker of some inferior Gods. As there-

" fore a Jew or a Platonist, though he admits a supreme Governor,

" is yet no Christian, as not believing in a Father : so also Eu-

" nomius does but belie his profession, while, when his doctrine

" is either Judaism or Paganism, he pretends to the name of

" Christianity.-^

I have recited thus much out of Gregory Nyssen, (who in the

same place" has a great deal more to the same purpose,) to give

the reader a just notion of Christian and Catholic principles.

For this acute writer has really hit the true point of difference

between the Catholics and their adversaries ; whether Pagans,

Jews, or heretics. It lay chiefly in the acknowledging, or the

not acknowledging a true and proper Father in the Godhead.

Pagans, Jews, Sabellians, Samosatenians. Arians, Eunomians,

&c. all denied it : while there was no true Catholic but strenu

ously contended for it. Hence it was manifest, that the Arians

were the innovators, in endeavouring to introduce a Creator and

a creature, a Sovereign and a subject, instead of a Father and

a Son. They professed the relation in words, but in reality they

disowned it. The considering God as a Father, in a just and

proper sense, (as the ancients always did,) is breaking the neck

of A nanism at once. It gives a quite different turn, from what

" Greg. Nyss. contr. Eunom. Orat. i. p. 13, 14, 15.
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they aim at, to all their pretences of the Father being the only

God, the highest, &c. For none who believed God to have a

Son, (properly so called,) could ever be fools enough to imagine

that such expressions were intended in opposition to him. On the

contrary, they always understood, that magnifying the Father

was at the same time magnifying the Son too : their relation

being so close and intimate, that whatever perfections belonged

to one, must of course be supposed common to both. He who

reads the Fathers that lived before or after the Council of Nice,

with this key, will find them clear and consistent throughout;

and will the less wonder at the exceeding great offence taken

against Arius, for attempting to divide Father and Son ; and

indeed to divest the one of his Paternity, (according to the

Catholic sense of it,) and the other of his Filiation. Fulgentius

is a late writer, of the fifth and sixth centuries ; but a judicious

man, and well instructed in the true and ancient principles of

the Christian Church ; especially in regard to our present sub

ject : wherefore I shall close this, with an account from him x ;

not because of his authority, but because what he says is true

and just, and very well expressed, in his comment on the Creed,

written in opposition to the Arians of that time. The sum is

this, that whatever high things are said of the Father in the

Creed, are to be understood to belong equally to the Son : and

there was no need of any more particular application, since the

very name of Son is sufficient.

x Inaniter tibi visum est, male in-

telligendo, ad tuum sensum velle rec-

titudinem symboli retorquere, et inde

praescribere sancta? fidei Catholica;,

quia in symbolo non omnia dicta sunt

de Filio, qua? sunt dicta de Patre :

cum utique propterea plenitudo divi-

nitatis, quantum oportebat, debuerit

in origine commendari, quia non de-

buit aliter in prole cognosci. Cum

enim quisque se dicit credere in Deum

Patrem omnipotentem, hoc ipsum quod

in Deum Patrem dicit, sicut in eo ve-

ritatem naturalis divinitatis, ita veri-

tatem naturalis quoque Paternitatis,

et ex bac veritatem naturalis etiam

generationis ostendit.—Totum igitur

in se habet ilia generatio divina, quic-

quid in se habet Dei Patris asterna

substantia. Proinde sujficiebat ut di-

ceretur de Patre solo, quicquid aqua-

liter intelliyendum esset in Filio.

Pater enim sic omnipotentem Filium

genuit, sicut est ipse Pater omnipo-

tensj sic universorttm Creatorem, sicut

ipse universorum Creator est ; sic

regent seculorum, sicut ipse rex secu-

lorum est; sic immortalem et invisi-

bilem, sicut ipse immortalis est et in-

visibilis. Omnia igitur, qua? Deo

Patri dantur in symbolo, ipso uno

Filii nomine naturaliter tribuuntur et

Filio. Fulgent. Fragm. xxxvi. pag.

652, &c.

l> d 2



A SECOND

DEFENCE OF SOME QUERIES

RELATING TO

DR. CLARKE'S SCHEME OF THE HOLY TRINITY:

IN ANSWER TO

THE COUNTRY CLERGYMAN'S REPLY.

Compare the following Texts :

I am the Lord, and there is none

else, there is no God beside me, Isa.

xlv.5.

Is there a God beside me ? yea, there

is no God ; I know not any, Isa. xliv. 8.

I am God, and there is none like

me ; Isa. xlvi. 9. Before me there was

no God formed, neither shall there be

after me, Isa. xliii. 10.

The Word was God, John i. 1 .

Thy throne, O God, Heb. i. 8.

Christ came, who is over all, God

blessed for ever, Rom. ix. 5.

Who, being in the form of God,

Phil. ii. 6.

Who being the brightness of his

glory, and the express image of his

person, Heb. i. 3.

QUERY I.

Whether all other beings, besides tlie one Supreme God, be not ex

cluded by the texts of Isaiah, (to which many more might be

added,) and consequently, whether Christ can be God at all,

unless he be the same with the Supreme God t

Your general answer to this Query is, that the texts of

Isaiah expressly and uniformly speak of a Person ; and there

fore all other persons, besides the He, the /, the Me, are ex

cluded from being what He, who there speaks, declares himself
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alone to be. To which I reply, first, that the exclusive terms

need not be interpreted with any such rigour: and secondly,

that they ought not, because such interpretation leads you into

absurdities which you have not been able to answer.

1 . I say, exclusive terms are not always to be interpreted with

such rigour, as to leave no room for tacit exceptions, such as

reason and good sense will easily supply.

Matth. xi. 27. speaking of the Person of the Son, says, " No

" one knoweth the Father but the Son." Doth it therefore

follow, that no Person but the Son, no, not the Father himself,

knows the Father?

So, 1 Cor. ii. 11. " The things of God knoweth no one, but

" the Spirit of God;'" no Person but he. Doth it therefore

follow, that neither the Fatfier nor the Son knoweth the things

of God as much as the Holy Spirit ?

Rev. xix. 12. it is said of the Son of God, that he had a name

written, that " no one (ovfieis) knew, but he himself.'" Doth it

therefore follow, that neither the Father nor Holy Ghost knew it ?

See more instances of like kind in my fourth Sermon. I say

then, that exclusive terms are not always to be interpreted up to

the utmost rigour : and there are many reasons why they should

not be so interpreted in this particular case ; as I have shewn at

large in the same Sermon.

2. I am next to observe, that such interpretation, in the

present case, has led you into absurdities which you have not

been able to answer. For, if the Son be excluded at all, by

those texts of Isaiah, and others of like kind, he is entirely

excluded. He cannot be another God, all other Gods being ex

cluded by those texts; and you will not admit that he is the

same God : since therefore he is not another God, nor the same

God, it follows, upon your principles, that he is no God. That

the texts exclude not only all other supreme Gods, but absolutely

all other Gods, I prove, not barely from the force of the exclusive

terms, but from the scope, drift, and intent of those texts ; which

was to exclude inferior as well as supreme Deities ; and to leave

no room for idolatry; which might be consistent with paying

sovereign worship (to use your phrase) to the God of Israel. You

take a great deal of pains to wind yourself off ; or rather, to

shew how much you can have to say, when you have nothing to

reply. You tax me with quibbling in the word beings, as standing

in the Query : which is a rebuke that comes late, now you are

answering, not my Queries, but my Defence. However, since
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all other Gods are by me shewn to be excluded, and not all other

Persons, the expression is just, and no other but what should be.

You observe, next, that the Son cannot be the same God with

the Father on any but Sabellian principles : which is begging

the question. It is sufficient to say, that the Fathers in general

(as we shall see hereafter) acknowledged both to be one God, and

not one Person. You cite Eusebius" as your voucher, that the

words of Isaiah, ("besides me there is no God,") denote one

Person. When you look again into Eusebius, you will find that

the words are Marcellus's not Eusebius's : though little depends

upon them either way. You have another piece of a quotation

from Eusebius, p. 4, where he makes it Sabellianism, to say

that the Father and Son are tv ko! r avrbv, one and the same

thing. Add, as Eusebius there does, dvoparri fikv biafyopois, &c.

under different names only; and then I condemn it for Sabel

lianism, as well as Eusebius. Your quoting Tertullian in this

case is very extraordinary ; when every body knows that he

makes Father and Son one God, in the very same treatise where

he is confuting the Sabellians ; that is, the Praxeans, men of the

same principles with those of Sabellius. Was Tertullian then a

Sabellian i Ridiculous ! You have a further shift, (but still in the

way of retorting, not answering,) that I myself when I come to

explain, do not in reality make the Son to be the same God, but

only to be in his substance undivided. Add, from the Father

as his Head, and consubstantial with him ; and then I insist

upon it, that he is therefore the same God with the Father,

upon the certain and standing principles of all Catholic an

tiquity.

But what becomes of the difficulty all this while, which it

concerned you to answer ? You were to tell us, whether the Son

(since he is not the same God) be another God, or no God. You

say, he is not another God, in that seme wherein the Father is :

that is your meaning. But if he be received as an object of

worship, he is then God in such a sense, as none but the God of

Israel was, and must either be the same God, or another God.

By your argument, the Jews might have admitted as many

inferior Gods as they pleased, consistent with thefirst command

ment; for that would not have been admitting other Gods, because

not Gods in the same sense. So you leave a gap open to all

manner of idolatry. You say further, that the texts do not

a Kuseb. Eccl. Theol. lib. ii. cap. 19. p. 133.
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exclude Moses from being a God unto Pharaoh, nor magistrates,

nor angeb, from being Gods. But the texts do exclude Moses,

and angels, and magistrates, and all creatures whatever, from

being adorable Gods: and therefore they can be no more than

nominal Gods; that is to say, no Gods. The Jews might have

had nominal Gods what they would : but they were to pay wor

ship to one only ; which comes to the same as having no other

Gods but one. The receiving more adorable Gods than one, is

making another God. Well then, will you cast off the worship

of God the Son, or will you frankly own that you make of him

another God ? You discover a great inclination to own him for

another God: you do not scruple in one place, to call him another

Lordb : and yet, when you come to the pinch, you pause, you

hesitate, you are at a loss what to resolve on : another God, or

two Gods, sounds very harsh ; no Scripture, no Fathers ever

ventured upon it ; and Christian ears cannot bear it. What then

must be done ? You at length put on an air of assurance, and

intimate to us, (p. 6,) that an inferior God besides the supreme

is not another God ; and that two Gods, in the nature of language,

must signify two coordinate Gods, or Gods in the same sense.

But, as the nature of language hitherto has been always different,

and you can give no examples in any writings, sacred or profane,

of this new kind of language ; that any two Gods, and each of

them received and adored as a God, were not two Gods, as well

as one God, and another Godc ; you must give us leave to think

that this kind of answering is really saying nothing. All the

heathens that acknowledged one supreme God, over many inferior

deities, will, by your way of reasoning, stand clear of the charge

of admitting more Gods than one. Strange! that you should

appeal to the nature of language, in a case where the language

of mankind, Jews, Pagans, and Christians, hath been always

contrary.

You have two or three references at the bottom of the page ;

which I pass over, as not coming up to the point in hand. If

you have any countenance from Eusebius, it will amount to no

more than that great man's contradicting himself, and the

Catholics before him, as well as those of his own time: his

authority therefore, especially for a plain blunder and solecism

in language, will be very inconsiderable, and weigh little with us.

As to my argument, concerning Baal, and Ashtaroth, and

Page 197. c See the Preface to my Sermons, p. 5, &c. of this volume.
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the Pagan deities ; you answer it by telling me, you know not

how to excuse it from profaneness. You should have said, (for

that the reader will see to be plainly the case,) that you knew

not how to evade its force. A rebuke is much easier than a solid

reply : which was here wanted. Tell me plainly, if the first

Commandment excludes only other supreme*, and not inferior

deities ; why Baal, or Ashtaroth, or any Pagan deity might not

have been worshipped along with the God of Israel, without any

violation of that Commandment ? The Law indeed says, you shall

have no otlier Gods before, or besides me ; that i6, according to

you, no other supreme God, or Gods. How then are inferior and

subordinate deities, how many, or whatsoever, at all excluded

by that law I Here lay the pinch of the difficulty ; which, because

you could not take it off, you are pleased to dissemble, and to

run to another point. You represent it, as if I had intended

a comparison between Christ and the Pagan deities; and you

remind me of the difference betwixt them ; which is only solemn

trifling. I made no comparison, nor did my argument imply

any : but this is plain, that the texts which exclude only supreme

deities, do not exclude any that are not supreme, or not considered

as supreme: and so you, by your interpretation of those texts,

have, in a manner, voided and frustrated every law of the Old

Testament against idolatry. If the very mention of this evident

consequence be a thing so profane, what must your doctrine be,

that involves this very consequence in it ? I shewed you, in my

Defence, vol. i. p. 412. how, upon your principles, any man

might easily have eluded every law of the Old Testament,

relating to worship, or sacrifice. One plain and direct answer to

that difficulty would have been more satisfactory to the reader,

than all your studied diversions.

You proceed to a tedious harangue about mediatorial worship ;

which shall be considered in its place, but is here foreign, and

not pertinent. You should have shewn how, by the force of

these texts, (which declare the Unity, and ascribe the worship

to God alone,) inferior deities can be excluded, but upon this

principle, that the texts are to be understood as excluding all

other Gods absolutely, and not with your restriction of all other

supremes only. You have indeed contrived a way, such as it is,

to bring in the worship of Christ : but it is by making so wide

a breach in the laws of the Old Testament, that had it been dis

covered by the Jews of old, there had been room enough to let

in all imaginable kinds of inferior deities. They might easily
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have pleaded, that the texts were intended of one supreme God ;

and that he alone was to be worshipped as such : but as to sub

ordinate deities, as the texts did not reach them, so neither need

they be scrupulous about the worship of them. This is the

pressing difficulty, to which, after sufficient time to consider, you

have not been able to make any tolerable answer. Wherefore

it may fairly be concluded, that the argument is unanswerable ;

and that this Query having borne the test, will now stand the

firmer. You seem to think that you have done your part, when

you have found out a reason why Christ should be worshipped :

but the main thing wanting was, to give a reason (upon your

principles) out of the Law, why any inferior deities, along with

the supreme, might not be worshipped also. You do well to

plead for the worship of Christ : it is a doctrine of the Gospel,

and I think of the Law too. But you had done better, if you

had contrived to make the Law and the Gospel hang together ;

and had not entirely frustrated the main intent and design of

one, in order to maintain the other.

You have some observations, p. 9, 10, 11, which seem to me

foreign to the business of this Query : they may deserve some

notice in a more proper place.

QUERY II.

Whether the texts of the New Testament (in the second column) do

not shew, that he (Christ) is not excluded, and therefore must be

the same God.

THE sum of my argument is, that since all other adorable

Gods are excluded by the texts of Isaiah ; and yet it appears

from the same Scripture, that Christ is adorable, and God, it

must follow, that he is not another God ; but the same God with

the Father.

This Scripture argument I confirm from testimonies of anti

quity, declaring,

1. That other Gods only, (not God the Son,) or idols, are

excluded by the texts which concern the Unity.

2. That God the Son is not another God.

3. That he is the same God, or one God, with the Father.

4. That the one God of Israel (confessedly God supreme) was

Christ, speaking in his own Person; being God, not as God's

representative, but as God's Son, of the same substance with the

Father.

This is the sum of what I endeavoured to make out, under
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the second Query. I am first to consider what you have to

offer, in order to take off the force of my evidence ; and next,

to examine any counter-evidence which you may have produced

to balance mine. In this method I design to proceed : and let

the reader, who desires to see distinctly into the merits of the

cause, take it along with him. My Scripture argument was

formed upon the following texts: John i. i. Heb. i. 8. Rom.

ix. 5. Phil. ii. 6. Heb. i. 3. Let us now examine them in their

order.

John i. 1.

My argument here is, that the Ao'yos, Word, is called God,

not in any improper, or loose, figurative sense ; but in the

proper and strict sense of the word God. Therefore he is not

excluded among the nominal Gods ; therefore he is one and the

same God with God the Father.

You reply, p. 15, that God the Word, is not God in as " high

" a sense as the Father himself." The reason why he is not,

or cannot, you assign, because by him, or through him, " all

" tilings were made ; which cannot," you say, " be truly affirmed

" of the one supreme God and author of all." On the contrary,

I affirm, that since " all things were made by him," he is not of

the number of the things made ; therefore no creature ; therefore

God in the strict sense ; and, since God is one, the same God.

The most which you can justly infer from the Father's creating

all tilings by or through Christ, is only this ; that they are tvoo

Persons, and that there is a priority of order betwixt them ; not

that the Son is not God in as high a sense, or in the same sense

as the Father.

What you cite from Eusebius signifies little ; except it be to

expose the weakness of a great man : whose authority is of no

value with me, any further than he is consistent with himself,

and with the Catholics before, and in, and after his own times.

Not to mention that his authority is late ; and I may almost as

well produce Athanasius, Hilary, and the elder Cyril against you,

as you produce Eusebius against me : who, after all, is so dif

ferent from himself, in different places of his works, that, upon

the whole, it is extremely difficult to know what judgment to

make of him. To return to John i. 1 .

In my Defence, vol. i. p. 281, I give the reader a view of your

real and intended construction of St. John. The Word was with

the one supreme God, another God inferior to him, a creature of

the great God.
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This representation, you say, is unjust, p. 45. It seems, your

own real sense, when put into plain terms, is too frightful for

yourself to admit. You endeavour therefore to wrap it up, and

disguise it, in these words : " The Word was with the one

" supreme God and Father of all ; and the Word was himself a

" divine Person,—in subordination to the one supreme God, and

" hy him did the one supreme God and Father of all make all

" things." All the difference between this and mine is, that

I spoke out your whole sense, and you insinuate it, or minoe it ;

being ashamed to say all that you mean. This divine Person

you speak of, you own to be God, neither dare you say otherwise;

you do not allow him to be the same God; therefore your

meaning is, and must be, that he is another God: so far my

representation is manifestly just. But further, this same divine

Person you, with your whole party, deny to be necessarily

existing ; therefore you make of him a precarious being, which is

nothing but another name for creature ,- therefore he is, upon

your principles, a creature of the great God : and so my inter

pretation, or representation of your reserved and real meaning,

is true and just to a tittle. Your next attempt is, not to repre

sent, but to corrupt and mangle my construction of St. John. I

refer the reader to my Sermons, for a full view of my sense in

that particular. Let us see what you can make of it by the

help of chicane and cavilling. " The Word was with the one

"supreme God— himself the same one supreme God, (yet

" meaning another supreme God in the same undivided substance,)

" and by the same one supreme God, did the one supreme God

" make all things." That is to say, " The Word was with the

" Father the one God supreme, and was himself, though not the

" same Person, yet one and the same GWd supreme, and by the

" Son, who is God supreme, and Creator^, the Father, supreme

" God also, made the worlds." What is there absurd or contra

dictory in all this ? I have given you three Ante-Nicene writers

(Irenteus, Clemens of Alexandria, and Hippolytus) interpreting

St. John in the same way as I do. Shew me one that ever

d Dei verbum, imo magis ipse Deus. 6fovt ; Svo piv ovk ipa> Otovs, aXX' j)

/rat. p. 132. tva, npoo-aira 8t 8uo,&c. Hippol.contr.

'Ev yap aptpa, A Qt6i. oti tlirtv, iv Noet. cap. xiv. p. 15.

dpxij 6 Xoyor rjv iv ra Ota, Kai Qfos e Mundi enim factor, vere verbum

tjv A X<5yor. Clem. Alex. p. 135. conf. Dei est. Jrai. p. 132.

uf, W ovv fprjfTfifv nv Ti9 8vo \tycLv ovfti tv. Clem. Alex. p. 156.

p. 86.

Ei fit ovv A Xoyos npos rov ©fo», Qtos
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interpreted him in your manner. You are forced to disguise

the matter, and to give your meaning but by halves ; because

you know you have not one Ante-Nicene or Post-Nicene Catholic

writer on your side, so far as concerns your construction of

St. John. You pretend, that I make of the Son another supreme

God ; not the same God. But as this is only said, not proved,

it must pass for nothing but a trifling begging of the question.

Prove you that, as plainly as I have proved that you make the

Son another God, a creature God ; or else acknowledge the differ

ence between a just representation and an injurious misrepre

sentation. So much for John i. i. The second text is,

Heb. i. 8.

My argument here is, that Christ, who in his text is declared

to be God, must be the same God with the Father, because

Scripture admits but one God ; and expressly declares against

every other God. To which you reply, p. 13, that the Apostle

sufficiently explains himself by the words, " God, even thy God ;"

verse the ninth : and that I " ought not to have omitted it."

But I had abundantly answered that pretencef, by interpreting

the words of Christ considered in his human capacity, referring

to Dr. Bennet for a vindication of it : which is what you ought

not to have omitted. This text will come up again under

Query III.

Bom. ix. 5.

From this text I form my argument after the same manner as

in the two former. You pretend it " dubious, whether it may

" not possibly be meant of the Father ;" referring to Dr. Clarke's

Script. Doctr. p. 75. 2nd edit. On the contrary, I maintain, that

no reasonable doubt can be made of its being meant of Christ ;

referring to such as have proved it*.

But allowing the words to be intended of Christ, (which is no

great courtesy,) you have still something further to say, viz.

that the meaning of this text " is distinctly explained," 1 Cor.

xv. 27. and Eph. i. 22. But how explained ? so as to make the

Son another God ? I see nothing like it : neither does God's being

the head of Christ, nor his " putting all things under him," con

clude any thing against what I assert, that both together are one

God supreme. See my Sermons, vol. ii. p. 139. A distinct person-

' Defence, vol. i. p. 307. &c. p. 24. Second Review of Doxolo-

s My Sermons, p. 138 of this vol. gies, p. 15, 16. Dr. Calamy's Ser-

Grabe, Not. in Bull. D. F. sect. ii. mons, p. 38.

cap. 3. Grabe's Instances of Defects,
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ality, together with a supremacy of order, or office, are sufficient to

account for all, upon my principles. You remind me of Hippoly-

tus's comment on this text, in these words : " Christ is God over

" all : for thus he himself says plainly, All things are given me

" from the Father11." But why did you overlook the words im

mediately following ; " Who being over all God blessed, was be-

" gotten {of the Virgin), and becoming man, is God for ever!"

You see, Hippolytus supposes him to have been God before the

commencing of his mediatorial kingdom, before the time when all

things were said to be given him ; and therefore Hippolytus may

reasonably be supposed to mean no more, than that all things

were intrusted with him, because he, so great and so divine a

Person, was the most proper to sustain so great a charge. The

consideration thereof leads back to his antecedent dignity and

excellency, which qualified him for so great and so endearing

a charge. Wherefore it was right in Hippolytus to make mention

of it, in order to confirm what was said. Bom. ix. 5, that he is

" over all God blessed for ever." Epiphanius, who cannot be

suspected of Arianizing, scruples not to argue upon the same

text, just as Hippolytus does, and almost in the same words

And they did not quote Matt. xi. 27, (or Luke x. 22,) to shew

how, or when, Christ was appointed God ; they had no such

thoughts, believing him to have been always God ; but to confirm

what was said in Bom. ix. 5. so as to shew withal, that he was

distinct from the Father, not the same Person with him, as Noetus

pretended.

You bring up Hippolytusk again, to confirm, as you imagine,

h Ourot 6 i>v or! ndvrmv Btos tartv,

Xcyet yap ovra ptra irappnfflas' Travra

pot irapafStborat vtro tov irarpos. 'O &v

or! irdvrusv Qtis tvkoyijTos ytytvTjTm,

Kai avdpunros ytvaptvos Qtds tartv tls

tovs almas. Hippol. contr. Noi't. p. 10.

1 'O S>v or! irdvrov Qtbs, Bavpaaras

biYrytirat. ovros yap 6 i>v, cor!* or!

irdvrtav St6s. iirttdav yap avros fiifia-

trKti ijuas, Xcywv' iravra pot rapt866\

into tov irarp6s pov' Sta tovto or! irdv-

rav cot! Btds. Epiph. Har. lvii. p. 487.

k KaXur tartv iravroKparopa Xptardv

—paprvpav yap Xptar6s t<pn, iravra

pot irapaht&orat irapa tov irarpos, Jca!

irdvrav KpaTti, iravroKpdrap irapa ira-

Tp6s Karto-rdBn Xpurris navra imo-

TtTOKTai aVTtp tKTOS Tov virord^avros,

irdvrtav KpaTti, avrov di 6 irarfjp, tva iv

iraatv tts Qtbs <pavij, <f to Travra vrro-

rdao'tTat tipa Xptora. <p to travra irarrjp

vrrira^t irapt£ tavrov. Hippol. contr.

Noet. p. 10.

Ka! ird\tv (pr/atv iv rjj 'AjroicaXityff

6 &v air dp\r)s, Kai 6 ipvdpevos rravro-

Kpdrtop, Ka\ws Kara jraWa tart' xaXros

yap tart, Travra pot iraptboOr] vtrb tov

irarpos pov or! irdvras ptv otv £>v

0<6r, tvav ti iSiov avrov irartpa, &c.

Epiph. Har. lvii. p. 488.

Omnipotens Christus appellatur. Si

enim omnia Patris Filii sunt, et ut ipse

loquitur in Evangelio, " data est mihi

" omnia potestas in coelo et in terra;"

" omnia mea tua sunt;" cur non et-

iam omnipotent™ nomen referatur ad

Christum : ut sicut Deus Dei, et Do-

minus Domini ; sic omnipotens omni-

potentis Filius sit ? Hieronym. in Isa.

torn. iii. p. 13.
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your fancies upon i Cor. xv. 27. Hippolytus answering the

objection of Noetus, drawn from Rev. i. 8, where Christ is styled

irairroKparmp, (and from whence Noetus inferred, that Christ

must be the very Father himself incarnate ;) I say, Hippolytus,

in his answer, hath the words which you recite : " If therefore

" all things are put under him, excepting him that did put

" all things under him, he hath dominion over all, and the

" Father over him; that in all things may be made appear

" one God, to whom all things are subject, together with Christ,

" to whom the Father hath subjected all tilings, himself only

" excepted."

Hippolytus here speaks not of the Aoyoy, but of God incarnate,

Christ Jesus; shewing that Christ, since his incarnation, has

been subject to the Father, and will be so also, in his human

capacity, after he has delivered up his mediatorial kingdom.

From whence it is manifest, against Noetus, that the Father

himself was not incarnate, was not Christ ; for then whom could

Christ be subject to, but to himself? which is absurd. This I

take to be the sense of Hippolytus, and his full sense ; his argu

ment requiring no more : besides that, it is not consistent with

Hippolytus's other writings, to make the Son, in his highest

capacity, subject to the Father, and under his dominion. For,

not to mention that Hippolytus, in this very tract, plainly

teaches that the Son is of the same substance with the Father,

and one God with him, (as shall be shewn more fully hereafter,)

he concludes his treatise with ascribing glory and dominion to

the Son with the Father and the Holy Ghost. Now it would be

very absurd thus to join sovereign and subject together, ascribing

the same glory and dominion to both1. And in the words going

before, speaking of Christ, he says, " He being God, became

" man for our sakes, to whom the Father subjected all things™.'"

Which shews that all his discourse before, relating to the sub

jection of things to the Son, and of the Son to the Father, is

after his incarnation ; and is to be understood of the OtdvOpm-nos,

the God-man ; who, as God, had all things under him ; as man,

Nec tnirum si Christus dicatur om- gloria. Hieron. in Zach. torn. iii. p.

nipotens, cui " tradita est omnis po- 1718.

" testas in cuelo et in terra." Et qui 1 Avr«p 9 oo£a Kai to Kparot &\ia

dicit; "omnia qua Patris sunt, mea itcerpi koX ayta irvtvfiari, &c. Hippol.

" sunt." Si autem omnia, id est, Deus contr. Noel. p. 20.

de lumine; ergo et ex omnipotence yeyovws, to irarra imiro^tv iran'/p,

omnipotent .- neque enim fieri potest Ibid.

ut, quorum una natura est, diversa sit

ex Deo, Dominus ex Domino, lumen
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was himself under the Father. To confirm which, we may ob

serve that Hippolytus interprets Christ's praying to the Father,

as being done ofcow>/ufc5s. These are his words : " Christ made

" all these prayers economically, as man, being himself very

" Godn." Does this look as if Hippolytus believed God the

Father to have sovereign dominion over Christ, in his highest

capacity? Might not any subject of God have prayed to God,

as such ?

You say (p. 16.) that the "doctrine which I allege this text

" (Rom. ix. 5.) to prove, is a contradiction to the whole stream

" of antiquity." And here again you quote Hippolytus, (the

spurious and interpolated Hippolytus, according to you.) as a

just interpreter of the ancients. It seems, you are willing to

admit him, when he says any thing that looks for your purpose.

The words you chiefly value are ■na.VTOKpariap napa narpos kot(-

(TT&0r) X/hotoV Christ was constituted Ruler over all by the Father.

On occasion whereof, let me observe a thing to you which you

are not aware of ; that though the ancients scrupled not to say,

that Christ was constituted by the Father, Ruler, or Lord, or

even Creator, (according to Prov. viii.) or any thing coming

under the notion of office, (the Father being ever looked upon

as first in order, and, in virtue thereof, the Fountain of every

office, according to his own voluntary appointment,) yet you will

never find it said by the ancients, that the Father constituted

Christ a God, or appointed him to be God. Which observation

is highly deserving your special notice; as it may discover to

you a fundamental flaw in your hypothesis, and may shew that

you have took a great deal of pains with the ancients, upon

a very wrong view, and (give me leave to add) to very little

purpose. Had you found ever an ancient testimony, declaring

that Christ was constituted God over all, you would have done

something : the rest are impertinent, and come not up to your

point. The word God was never looked upon as a word of office

or dominion, but of nature and substance: and hence it is, that

the ancients never speak of Christ's being constituted God. One use

indeed you may make of your observation from Hippolytus, that

TTavTOKp&Ta>p, though it be often in the LXX the rendering of

JTINIS mrP Lord of hosts, yet the Fathers sometimes used it

in a lower sense, such as comes not up to the strength of the

n Tavra 8( navra XpiorAr oiKovopi- toC SovKov r/v Tavra Xeyovca mi jra-

kS>s is avBpamos ^S^cto, dXij- <r\ov(ra. Hipp, contr. Jud. p. 3.

Oivos. 'AAA* a>s (p6aaas (inov, f] pop<prf
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Hebrew : and therefore I readily acknowledge to you, that such

passages of the Fathers as style Christ iravroKpircop are not

pertinently alleged to prove him to be the Jehovah in the strict

sense of that name, according to those Fathers. But enough of

this. Upon the whole, it may appear that you have not been

able to take off the force of Rom. ix. 5.

Phil. ii. 6.

My argument from this text runs thus : He that was in the

form of God, that is, naturally Son of God, and God, and as such

equal with God0, is God in the same high sense as the Father

himself is ; and since God is one, the same God. To this you

only reply, (p. 14,) that " nothing can be more directly against

" me" than this text. Which decretory sentence, void of all

proof, and coming from a man fallible as myself, deserves no

further notice. You have a great deal more upon this text from

p. 50 to p. 64, but put together in so confused a manner, with

a mixture of foreign matters, that I shall not spend time in

pursuing you; but refer the reader to my fifth sermon upon

this very text: where all that you have material is already

answered, or obviated. Your incidental pleas and pretences

relating to Novatian, and other ancients, will be answered in

their place. I proceed to another text.

Heb. i. 3.

My argument here is, that he who is " the brightness of his

" Father's glory, and the express image of his person,11 cannot

reasonably be supposed to be excluded among the nominal Gods.

But if he be not excluded, he is included in the one supreme God.

Therefore, &c. Now, in page the fourteenth, you are content

only to say, which I can as easily gainsay, that this text is

directly against me. But you resume it again, p. 65, out of

method ; and thither I must attend you. There you talk much

of by his Son, and by whom, and of the Father's being his God :

which kind of reasoning I have sufficiently answered above. But

you add, that " the image of the one supreme God cannot bo

" himself that one supreme God, whose image he is." But what

mean you by the words " that supreme God t" Plainly, " that

" supreme Father, who is God :" and thus I readily allow, that

he cannot be himself tliat very Person whose express image he is.

But why do you thus perpetually quibble with the phrase " that

" supreme God as if there were two Gods, this and that, and

0 See my fifth Sermon, p. 103, &c. of this volume.
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making the supreme God a name for one Person only i This, you

must be sensible, is taking the main point l'or granted ; and

poorly begging of the question : which is a thing beneath the

character of an able disputant. To proceed : I had been pressed

with a passage of Eusebius, relating to this text ; and I returned

a clear and full answer to it in my Defence, vol. i. p. 285, 286.

You bring another passage out of Eusebius, in his Demonstra-

tio Evang.. though you know that even Bishop Bull, who other

wise is a defender of Eusebius, yet makes no account of what

he wrote before the Nicene Council : as neither do I. I shall

not therefore give myself the trouble of attending you, as often

as you fill your margin with that author. I had said however,

what was true, in relation to the passage brought against me

before, that by bvo ovaiai, Eusebius might mean no more than

what Pierius, Methodius, Alexander, and Tertullian, meant by

the like expressions ; that is, two Persons. To which you reply,

(p. 68,) that I, " by adding what the ancient writers constantly

" disclaimed," (viz. an equality of supreme authority in the two

Persons,) " do necessarily make, what they never did, two su-

" preme Gods, however inseparable or undivided, as to their sub-

" stance!" But you are under a double mistake ; first, in ima

gining that the ancients did not acknowledge an "equality of

" supreme authority," as much as I do ; and next, in fancying

that they and 1 (for the charge affects both, or neither) thereby

make " two supreme Gods." The ancients, and I conformable

thereto, always suppose a headship, or priority of order of the

Father, referring his consubstantial Son to him as his head. And

" this origination in the divine Paternity" (as Bishop Pearson

speaks p) ''hath anciently been looked upon as the assertion of

" the Unity : and therefore the Son and Holy Ghost have been

" believed to be but one God tcith the Father ; (N. B.) because

" both from the Father, who is one, and so the Union of them."

If you ask how the authority, or dominion, (for so I understand

you here, and not as authority sometimes signifies Paternity, and

auctor is Pater ;) I say, if you ask how it can be supreme in

both, if it be original here, and derivative there ; I answer, be

cause it is the same in both, only existing in a different manner :

p Pearson on the Creed, p. 40. In ilia quippe una substantia Tri-

♦ucrir it roit rpiai pLa, Otot' tvams nitatis, Unitas est in origine, ;rqualitas

to i irariip «'£ ov not irpbs ov umyrm in prole, in caritate autem I nitatis

ra <£fjr. oix it <rvvaktl<p(o6a.i, aXX' aequalitatisque communio. Fulgent.

its ix*<r6<u. Grtg. Naz. Oral, xxxii. ad Monim. lib. ii. cap. II, p. 37.

p. 520.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. E 6
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neither are there two dominions or two sovereignties, any more

than two essences, substances, or Gods. The question from whence

the Son's dominion is, is one point, and how great, or how high,

is quite another. If you ask from whence the Son's dominion is,

I say from the Father, as his essence also is : if you ask from

whence the Father's dominion is, I say, from none, as I say also

of his essence. But if you ask me, wlwi, or how great, or how

high ; I say equals in both, and indeed one undivided same, just

as the essence is. Thus your charge of two Gods, which you so

frequently repeat, through your abounding in false metaphysics,

is proved a fallacy, and a groundless calumny.

You proceed to examine my authorities for my construction

of Heb. i. 3. one by one. This being but a very small and

incidental part of the controversy, I could be content to pass it

over, for fear of being tedious to the reader. But I will en

deavour to be as short as possible. You begin with rebuking

me for citing Origen out of Athanasius ; who lived, you say,

above a hundred years after Origen's death. It was not quite a

hundred when Athanasius wrote the piece from whence I cited

the passage. But no matter. I question whether you can bring

any thing of Origen's, that is of better, or indeed so good au

thority ; considering how carefully Athanasius's Works have been

preserved, how negligently most of Origen's, and how much they

have been corrupted ; as the best critics allow. Will you produce

me any MSS. of Origen, above the age of Athanasius ? Or will

you assure us that later scribes were more faithful in copying

than he? To pass on ; you think however that the passage cited

from Origen is " nothing to my purpose ;" it does not shew

that the Son is the one supreme God. But it shews enough to

infer it, though it does not directly say it. It shews that, in

4 jEqualem ergo Patri credite Fi- est ; omnia tamen haec non sine auc-

lium ; sed tamen de Patre Filium, tore, sicut Pater, Deus ex Patre tan-

Patrem vero non de Filio. Origo apud quam Filius, sine initio et cequalis

ilium, eequalitas apud istum. August, habet : et cum ipse sit omnium caput,

Serm. cxl. torn. 5. p. 681. ipsius tamen caput est Pater. Ruffin.

Quod si dixeri8, eo ipso major est in Symb.

Pater Filio, quia de nullo genitus Cum Pater omnia quae habet gignen-

genuit tamen aequalem ; cito respon- do dedit, <equalem utique genuit, quo-

debo, imo ideo non est major Pater niam nihil minus dedit: quomodo

Filio, quia genuit eequalem, non mina- ergo tu dicis, quia ille dedit, llle aece-

rem. Originis enim qusestio est, quis pit, ideo eequalem Filium Patri non

de quo sit : requalitatis autem, qualis esse ; cum eum cui data sunt omnia

aut quantus sit. August, torn. viii. p. et ipsam etqualitatem videas accepisse ?

718. August, contr. Maxim, lib. ii. cap. 14.

Cum sit gloria, sempiternitate, pir- p. 707.

tute, regno, potestate, hoc quod Pater
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Origen's opinion, the image must be perfectly like the prototype ;

both alike invisible, and like eternal' : so far he is express ; and

his premises infer a great deal more, by parity of reason.

Wherefore Origen, in his book against Celsus, carries the

argument up to a formal equality in greatness. His words are9,

" The God and Father of all is not, according to us, the only

" one that is great. For he hath imparted even his greatness to

" his only begotten, begotten before the creation : that he being

" the image of the invisible God, might keep up the resemblance

" of the Father, even in greatness. For it was not possible for

" him to be (if I may so speak) a commensurate and fair image

" of the invisible God, without copying out his greatness."

Now to me it seems, that this and the other passage of Origen

are both very much to my purpose. For Origen was never weak

enough to imagine that there were two Gods, equal in invisibility,

in eternity, in greatness : but that the Father and Son, thus equal

to each other, were together the one God supreme. If you

have any passages to allege to the contrary, out of Origen's less

accurate, or perhaps interpolated works, they are by no means to

be brought in competition with those I have cited : besides that

most of them may admit of a fair and candid construction, as

meaning no more than that the Father is naturallyprior in order

to the Son, or in office superior by mutual concert and agree

ment.

Nor shall I think myself obliged (which I mention once for all)

to answer such testimonies as have been before completely

answered by Bishop Bull ; unless you have something new to

add upon the subject. We shall have more concerning Origen

in another place.

You proceed to Dionysius of Alexandria, (p. 71,) whom I had

also cited in relation to Heb. 1.3. You call it citing at second

hand, because out of Athanasius. May not any writings what

ever be almost with equal justice said to be cited at second hand ?

They must be conveyed to us by some hand or other: and we

cannot be more certain of any parts of old writings than we are

* Et tariv (litav rov Otov tov dopd- fiovoytvti Kai irparariiuf naxrns <cr«r«»r-

tov, aoparos, (Iku>v. tyi> if ToXprfaas ui, (Ikuv airos Tvy\avav tov aoparov

itpoo-dtinv tar, Sri Ka\ ouoiorvs rvy^avav Otov, Kai iv ra> peyiBfi trwfy ttjv flK&va

tov irarpor, ovk tariv art ovk fjv. (frig, rov warp6s' oil yap olovr r)v tuiai <rifi-

apud Athan. p. 233. fitrpov (iv ovrus ovouAaa) ku\ koXt/v

* Oi whin Si ptyas Kaff r)pae fo-riv tlxiva tov aoparov ©foC, pr/ xa\ tov

6 to)V oXutv Oftts xai irarffp' ptrtbaiKt ptytOovs irapio-raaav tt^v tiKova . (frig,

yap iavrov Kai Tqs fwyaXfidnjTot t<» contr. Cels. p. 333.

Eel
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of these parts especially which were long ago cited, higher up

than any MSS. now reach. But enough of this trifling. You

bring up again the stale pretence about what Basil and Photius

said of Dionysius : which has been answered over and over, by

considerable writers1. This is what you ought not to have con

cealed from your reader. You observe further, that Dionysius

does not draw the same inference from the text that I do, viz.

that the Son is the " one supreme God." Very true : neither

should I draw that inference, if I was only proving the eternity of

God the Son; but I should stop there. However, if there be

occasion to advance further, nothing is easier than from the co-

eternity to deduce all that I desire, viz. that the Father and Son

are together the one God supreme: which is indeed the plain

certain doctrine of the same Dionysius, in the same treatise.

" The undivided Monad we extend to a Triad, and again the

" undiminished Triad we contract into a Monad"." Now, I

beseech you, what is his Monad, but the one God supreme ? And

what does it consist of, but of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

according to this excellent writer ?

My next authority was Alexander of Alexandria*; whom,

you say, I cite out of Athanasius. You should have said, out of

Montfaucon1s edition of Athanasius's works, into which he has

inserted this epistle of Alexander. The reader perhaps other

wise may suspect that this was again at second hand, as you

would call it, from Athanasius. Well, what have you to say to

the thing ? It amounts, you think, to no more than what Arius

himself might have said, viz. that the Son is not {av6yuoios rfj

ovcrCa tov irarpos) of unlike substance to the Father. You should

have added the other words by me cited, uku>v reXa'a koX

imaiya(Tfj.a tov irarpbs, the perfect image and shining forth of the

Father. Which I believe neither Arius nor yourself would

be willing to admit. However, Arius had denied that the Son

was Sfioioi rtj ovo-lq, of like substance with the Father ; as appears

from that very epistle y. And neither Arius nor you would

have said cn:avya(T\xa tov irarpof, but airavyacrfia rr/y 8o£jjs tov

* Bull. Def. Fid. Nic. p. 142. Mr. aba mywt^aKaimiatOa. Dionys. Alex.

Thirlby's Answer to Mr. Whiston's apud Athanas. vol. i. p. 255.

Suspicions, p. 91, &c. Ruinart. Act. x Udt dmpotos rfi ovala tov warpbs,

Mart. p. 181. Le Moyne, Not. ad var. 6 i>v tiKwv reXet'a not dmivyaopa tov

Sacr. p. 235. Athanasius de Sententia jrarpos ; Alexand. Alexand. Ep. inter

Dionysii. Op. Athanas. p. 399.

u Ovra piv rjfu'is tic ti rrjv rpia&a Y Among Anus's tenets, this is

tt)v povaba nXarivo/ifv ddialprrov, xai one. OCti Se opoios kot ovalav raf

TTjV Tpidda irdXiv dpetarov fir rr;v pov- irarpt faro/. Ibid. p. 398.
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•narpbs, which kind of expression Dr. Clarke contends for in

opposition to the other. You proceed to cite a pretty large

passage from Alexander's other epistle in Theodoret, to shew, as

you pretend, that " he has nothing agreeable to my notion ;"

though the whole epistle is exactly agreeable to my notion, and

indeed contains it. Alexander no where says, with you, that

the Father alone has " supreme authority, sovereignty, and do-

" minion he was too wise and too good a man to divide the

Son from the Father. He expresses their inseparability1 in

all things, in very full and express terms; together with the

Son's necessary existence*, and supreme divinity*; blaming the

Arians for laying hold of Christ's acta of submission, and conde

scension, in order to sink and lessen it. All you can find in this

writer that looks for your purpose is, that the prerogative of

unbegotten belongs to the Father, (which I also constantly main

tain,) and that the Son was neither unbegotten, nor created, but

between both : which Alexander observes, in opposition to the

Arians, who pretended there was no medium, but that the Son

must be either unbegotten or a creature. You cite part of this

passage, but omit what would have shewn fully the sense of the

author ; which runs thus :

" For these inventors of idle tales (the Arians) pretend, that

" we, who reject their impious and unscriptural blasphemy

" against Christ, as being from nothing, assert two unbegotten

" Beings: alleging, very ignorantly, that one of these two we

" must of necessity hold ; either that he (Christ) is from nothing,

" or that there must be two unbegotten Beings. Unthinking

" men ! Not to consider the great distance there is between

" the unbegotten Father, and the things created by him out of

" nothing, (as well rational as irrational,) betwixt which two>

il comes in the intermediate onlybegotten nature of God the

'* Word, by whom the Father made all things out of nothing6,"

L 'AAXijXojk a\inpioTa npaypara fiuo, dijXov on ob&f ov tartv tiKu>i>, itrriv del.

tos- nor/pa Kai rbv vibv, &c. Alexand. p. 14.

Epist. Ap. Theod. lib. i. cap. 4. p. 12. b 'H uMnyr avrov Kara <j>vo-ti> rvy-

Mera£v irarjibs Kai viov ov&iv—fltd- %avovo-a rijs naTpiKrjs 6e6n)Tos, Sec.

o~rr\pa, ovt? u^ptrivbs ivvotas tovto <f)av- p. 14. Trjs avt&raTta Kai ap^rjdfv avrov

raa'itoo'at rijff yjrv^rjs dvvaptvrjs. Ibid. Bfonjros, p. 16.

1 "hrptirrov tovtov Kai iWAAoiWoy c <taal yap ^uas oi <p\r)va<pwv c'<f>cv-

i>s rbv iraripa, dirpoo~dfrj Kai rt'Kfiov pcral pvdatv, anoorpftyopAVovs ttjv f£

vibv—povta rep dyfWTjTfO \fmoptvov ovk ovrav do*f|3i) Kai aypatpov Kara

(Ktivnv. p. 1 8. To yap airavyaapa T>}f Xpurrov fjXaovpqpiav, ayivvrfra oioa-

fiofijs pf) (tvai Xtytiv, trvvaipti Kai to o~Ktiv bvo, tivo'iv Bintpov "Kiyovrts itiv

irptoTorvnov (paj(, ov (oriv dnavyaapa. dvai oi airaib'tvToi, ^ e£ ovk ovtw

ft hi Kai t) ciKuy toC Qfov ovk fjv del, avrbv tlvai (ppovuv, r) iratrrat ayivvryra
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I see nothing in this passage, but what I can heartily assent

to; understanding by nature, person, as Alexander himself

understood it ; which Valesius observes. One thing the reader

may remark, that the main principle upon which you and your

friends found all your opposition to the doctrine of a coequal and

coeternal Trinity, is no other than what you have borrowed from

the ancient Arians ; and which Alexander, in this passage,

severely condemns ; namely, that God the Son cannot be God in

the strict and proper sense, unless he be unoriginate and self-ex

istent, as the unbegotten Father himself; there being, as you con

ceive, no medium between self-existence, in the highest sense, and

precarious existence : that is, in plain words, (though you love

to disguise it,) between being unbegotten and being a creature.

And thus we have done with Heb. i. 3. Some Post-Nicene

writers I had added, not to " make a show," as you frowardly

and falsely suggest ; but, as jou very well knew, to correct your

wonder, and your representing it before as strange, and new, to

offer this text in proof of Christ's divinity.

You have not been able, we see, to invalidate the force of

those few texts, laid down in this Query, with design to prove

that Christ is not excluded, by any texts of the Old Testament, or

New, from being one God with the Father, but necessarily-

included in the one God supreme. To these I might add many

other texts, signifying that the Father and Son are one; that

the Son is in the Father, and the Father in him; that he who

hath seen one, hath therein seen the other also ; that the Son is in

the bosom of the Fat/ier, and as intimate as thought to mind;

that all things which the Father hath are the Son's/ and that

whatsoever the Father doth, the Son doth likewise ; that they

are represented as one temple, Rev. xxi. 22. and as having one

throne, Rev. xxii. 1. and as making one light, Rev. xxi. 23. These

and many other considerations, suggested in Scripture, serve to

confirm and illustrate the same thing. Rut it is now time to

examine your pretended counter-evidence drawn from Scripture :

after the discussion of which, we may come regularly to our in

quiry into the sense of antiquity upon this head.

You had produced John xvii. 3. 1 Cor. viii. 6. Eph. iv. 6.

which prove that the Father is styled, sometimes, the one God,

\eyew bvo' dyvoovvrfc ol avd<TKr)Toi, its i£ oiix ovrav enolrjafv 6 narr)p tov Gfov

paKpbv twtlr] ufra^v irarpbs ayfinrr/TOV, \6yov, &C. p. 17, l8.

Kai toip ktkt6(vtojv vn alrov e£ ovk See Bull, sect. iii. cap. 9, n. 11.

ivTwv, Xoyueav tc «cai a\6ya>v. i>v fuat- Animad. in Gilb. Clerke, p. 1027.

rrvovira (pvrris fiovoytvifs, hi f/s ra SKa
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or only true God; and that he is God of the Jews, of Abraham,

&c. I asked, how those texts proved that the Son was not ?

You say, (p. 26,) "very plainly." Let us hear how. You add,

" Can the Son of the God of Abraham, (Actsiii. 13.) be himself

" that God of Abraham, who glorified his Son ?" But why must

you here talk of that God, as it were in opposition to this God,

supposing two Gods; that is, supposing the thing in question?

If I allow that there is a this God and a that God, or two Gods;

you can prove, it seems, that two Gods are not one God. Very

ingenious ! But if I tell you that this divine Person is not that

divine Person, and yet both are one God; the quibble is an

swered. You are very often at this kind of play : and therefore

it may be here proper to say something more to it. Let us

make trial of the like argumentation in another case. It is

the Doctor's principle, as hath been observed, that the divine

substance is infinitely extended, and yet the same substance every

where. Let us now argue much after the same manner as you

do against me; this divine substance here on earth is not that

divine substance which fills heaven : for this and that cannot be

the same. It is but repeating the argument, and one may prove

that the Divine Being, according to the Doctor, consists of an

infinite number of different substances, no two parts whatever

being the same substance. Such is the force of your logic, by the

help of this and that. But if the Doctor, on the other hand,

can allow that the substance may be the same, where there is

a distinction of this and that; then give us leave to take the

benefit of the Doctor's own principles ; and to conclude in the

present case, that Father and Son may be one substance, one

Being, or one God, notwithstanding the distinction of this Per

son and that Person. Having once fully answered your quibble,

you will not, I hope, expect that I should do it again and

again, as often as you get into this trifling way. It will be

sufficient just to hint to the reader, that you are again playing,

as usual, with this and that; and so to dismiss it. Now let

us proceed. You ask further, upon Acts iii. 1 3, " Can the one

" supreme God be exalted or glorified by another?" In answer

to which I refer you to my fifth Sermon. You add, is it

not true, that "the less is blessed of the greater?" But what

has benediction to do with exaltation and glorification ? I am

weary of answering such thiugs.

You come to take off the answer I had made to such texts as

style the Father the oidy God, &c. I had said, he was not so
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styled in opposition to the Son, or to exclude him from being the

one God. That is, say you, " The Father, though expressly dis-

" tinguished, is still both Father and Son." That is your mistake :

we do not say, that in these, or the like instances, both persons

are included in the term Father; but that the exclusive terms,

alone, or only, are not to be so rigorously interpreted, as to

leave no room for tacit exceptions. To make this a little plainer

to you.

Rev. xix. 12. it is said of the Son, " He had a name writton,

" which ovbtis, no person, knew but himself." This was not said

in opposition to the Father, or as excluding him from that know

ledge : for, it is still tacitly supposed, that he knew as much as

the Son ; and no question could be made of it. This is not

including Father and Son under the term Son ; but is speaking of

one only, abstracting from the consideration of not excluding the

other. I had said, that the Father is primarily, not exclusively,

the one true God. You do not understand primarily: I am

sorry for it. First in order, first in conception, God unbegotten

and proceeding from none, as distinguished from God begotten

and proceeding. You add, that " when one person is in any

" respect declared to be the only, &c. he must needs be so, ex-

" clusively of all others, in that sense wherein he is declared to be

" the only, &c. otherwise there is no certainty or use in language."'

That is to say, since no one knoweth the Father, but the Son, the

Father must be excluded from knowing in the same, or in so high

a sense : and if no one knoweth the things of God but tlte Spirit,

both Father and Son are excluded from knowing in so high a

sense, or in the same sense. And if no one knew the name written

but the Son himself, both the Father and the Holy Ghost must be

excluded from knowing; " otherwise there is no certainty or use

" in language."

And if Christ be styled by the primitive Fathers, as he often

is, (see my Sermons, vol. ii. p. 96.) the only Judge, the only Lord,

the only God, the only King; the Father must be excluded from

being Judge, Lord, King, or God, in such a sense as those

authors intended of God the Son: "otherwise there is no

" certainty or use in language." But I think the use of language

and custom of speech, in all authors I have met with, has gone

upon this rule, or maxim, that exclusive terms are always to be

understood in opposition only to what they are opposed to, and

not in opposition to what they are not opposed to : and there is

both use and certainty enough in language, in this way, so long as
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men are blessed with any tolerable share of common sense, and

are but capable of understanding the design, drift, or purport of

any speaker or writer. I see where your confusion lies : and if

you will bear a while with me, I will endeavour to help you out

of it. I consider the matter thus: the God of Israel (be it

Father, or Son, or both, or the whole Trinity) is styled the one

God, God in the strict and emphatical sense of the word God, in

opposition to creature-Gods; which are none of them Gods in

the same sense of the word God. Here you will observe that I

lay the emphasis upon the sense of the word God: and in this

very highest and most emphatical sense of the word, I suppose as

well Son and Holy Ghost, as the Father, to be God.

Again, the Father may be emphatically styled the only God,

because of his emphatical manner of existing. Here I lay the

whole emphasis upon the manner of existing, existing from none.

Either Son or Holy Ghost is God in the very highest sense, in

the same sense of the wordlGW, but not in the same emphatical

manner. If therefore the emphasis be laid upon the sense of the

word God, every person of the three is emphatically God, in

opposition to creature-Gods: but if the emphasis be laid upon

the manner of existing, the Father only is God in that emphatical

manner, and for that very reason is most frequently styled, in

Scripture and antiquity too, the only God. I perceive, you do

not distinguish between being God in a different sense of the word

God, and being God in a different manner, though in the same

sense of the word : and hence arises your perplexity upon this

head. I will give you one example, out of many, which may

help to illustrate the case. The Father is Spirit, and the Son is

Spirit; but yet the Holy Ghost is emphatically the Spirit. Not

that he is Spirit in any higher, or any different sense of the word

Spirit ; but upon other accounts, the name of Spirit is empha

tically and more peculiarly attributed to him. In like manner,

the Father is God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghost God ; yet

the Father is emphatically the one God. Not that he is God in

any higher, or any different sense of the word God: but upon

other accounts, (either as he is first known, or as being most

universally acknowledged d, or chiefly as being first Per-

<* Quin et illud observatione dig- sic illos Christus alloquitur : "Est Pa-

nurn est, Judxos per id tempus, ut " ter meus, qui glorificat me, quem vos

erant rudes et occieeati, solum Deum " dicitis quia Deus vester est, et non

agnovisse quem Patrem suum esse " cognovistis eum." Itaque de hoc

Christus ducuerat—idcirco Joh. viii. ipsoUeo.quemJudseianimocapiebant,
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sone, and head of the other two,) the name of God, or only God,

has been emphatically and more peculiarly appropriated to him.

These things being cleared, and set right, let us now pass on.

What you have, p. 27, 28. about the Son's being sent, considered

even in his divine nature, I readily admit, and never doubted of.

Neither do 1 dispute but that he that sends, is for that very

reason greater than him that is sent ; greater in respect of office

voluntarily entered into ; and greater in respect of natural order

ofpriority, which made it proper for one to submit to the inferior

office rather than the other. And therefore I have not scrupled,

after Cyprian, Novatian, Athanasius, Basil, and others, in my

Sermons f, to admit that the Son is greater than the Holy Ghost;

of which, if you please, 6ee a full and brief account, in a book

referred to in the margins.

Your testimonies therefore upon that head might have been

spared, as containing nothing contradictory to me: unless perhaps

Eusebius, or the Council of Sirmium (neither of which are of any

great authority with me) might strain the notion rather too far ;

as it is certain you do.

You go on to 1 Cor. viii. 6, where you say the Son is in the

most express words excluded. Excluded from being one God with

the Father ? Where ? Shew me the express words, if you can. I

say, the Father is there emphatically styled the one God; and the

reason of it is intimated, because ofhim are all things ; whereas

in respect of the Son, they are only by him: which shews a dif

ference of order betwixt them, in existing and operating. And

this is all you can make of 1 Cor. viii. 6. However, as all things

are by tfie Son, as well as ofthe Father; it appears from that very

passage, that they are both one Creator, onejoint-cause of all things.

But of this text I have said more in my Sermonsh. You wonder

J sfiould not see in 1 Cor. viii. 6. "that if the one Lord is included

in the one God," (t/iere spoken of, you should have added,) " the

whole reasoning of the Apostle is quite taken away." But it is

necnon Judaizantes haeretici plerique, nomine, quotiens sine Filio nominator,

ad quos dedocendos vel rcfutandos Sine Filio autem nominatur cum prin-

Johannes ista scribebat, loqui sic ne- cipaUter determinatur ut prima per-

cesse habuit, ut diceret verbum erat sona, quae ante Filii nomen erat propo-

irpbs tov 0r6i>,hoc ent apud ilium Deum, nenda, quia pater ante cognoscitur, et

quern vos, O Judaei et haeretici, solum post patrem tilius nominatur. Tertull.

novistis. Petav. Dogm. Theol. torn. v. contr. Prax. cap. 18.

part. 2. p. 352. lib. xvi. cap. 4. f Sermon VI. p. 122 of this vol.

e Salvo enim Filio, recte unicvm * l*o AUatius's Notes upon Me-

Deum jiotest determinasse, cujus est thodius, p. 102. in Fabricius's second

Filius. Non enim desinit esse qui volume of Hippolytus.

habet Filium ipse unicus, suo scilicet h Serin. II. p. 51, 52, &c. of this vol.
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easy to answer, that one God there is taken personally: and so I

do not pretend that it there stands both for Father and Son,

but for Father only ; as one Lord is also taken there personally

for the Son only. Nevertheless, the giving the name sometimes

to one singly, is no argument that the same name may not also

justly belong to both together. On the contrary, it is certain,

that if both are joined in the same one common Godhead, either

of them singly has a right to be called the one God, not excluding

the other from the same right.

What you add about Salellianism, I pass over here as foreign.

Your quotation from Bp. Pearson is shamefully abusing your

reader, while you conceal what would have shewn that the

Bishop's notion was diametrically opposite to yours. I have

set down his words above'. As to Origen's way of solving the

Unify, it will be seen hereafter to be directly contrary to yours ;

as are also the Ante-Nicene Fathers in general, as will be seen

presently. Eusebius I reckon not with the Ante-Nicenes ;

unless you will take in Athanasius too, who has two treatises

written before any books now extant of Eusebius. What I had

said of Novatian, stood corrected in my two later editions of my

Defence, which you might have been so fair as to look into.

I say, if Novatian did not mean that Christ was God in the

same sense with the Father, and only God as well as the

Father, it will be hard to make out the sense or connection of

his inference k from John xvii. 3. His reasoning is plainly this;

that when our Lord said, " They might know thee the only true

" God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent," his joining

himself to the Father in that manner shews that he must

be God also. The strength of his argument lies only in the con

junction and: there are but two constructions of it; either

thus. Know thee, and also know Jesus Christ, (according to

which there is nothing like an argument, at least not according

to Novatian,) or else thus, Thee the only true God, and also

Jesus Christ. Thus indeed the text does afford an argument

of Christ's being God, and only God too. For it comes to this,

1 Page 417. tus tradidit, sed Deo jnnxit, ut et

k Si noluisset se etiam Deum in- Deum per hanc conjunctionem, sic-

telligi, cur addidit, et quem misisti ut est, intelligi vellet. Est ergo cre-

Jesum Christum, nisi quoniam et dendum in Dominum, unnm verum

Deum accipi voluit : quoniam si se Deum, et in eum quem misit Jesum

Deum nollet intelligi, addidisset, et Christum consequenter : qui se ne-

quem misisti hominem Jesum Chris- quaquam patri, ut diximus, junxisset,

turn ; nunc autem neque addidit, nec nisi Deum quoque intelligi vellet.

se hominem nobis tantummodo Chris- Noval. cap. 14.
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that the Father, and also Christ, is the only true God. And thus

Ambrose1 reasons upon that text, much after the same way

with Novatian : as also do Athanasius™ and Austin". Where

fore 1 do not see that I have at all misrepresented the sense of

Novatian. What you further pretend from other parts of his

treatise is by no means made out: all being easily reconciled

upon the foot of the Son's subordination as a Son, or his volun

tary condescensions, without the least diminution of his supreme

authority, naturally and essentially adhering to him. But No

vatian shall be more distinctly and accurately considered in the

sequel. You tell me, p. 36, that the Nicene Creed professes the

Father to be the one God; as if any one questioned it, or thought

it of any weight in the controversy ! Do not I also profess the

same thing? You add further, that even the Post-Nicene

writers referred the title of 6 fiovos aKrjdivus &ebs, the only true

God, to the Father only, (which is a mistake0;) but what if

they did ? Then they reserved some peculiar titles to the Fathor,

by way of eminency, to distinguish the first Person of the

Godhead: and that is all. And if the Post-Nicene writers,

notwithstanding their reserving some peculiar and eminent

titles to the Father, yet believed all the three Persons to

be the one God; why should the reserving of the same, or

like titles to the Father, among the Ante-Nicenes, be made any

argument against their having the same faith with those that

came after? What you say of Epiphanius, (p. 37,) that he

understood the words top povov aArjOtvbv <s>ebv, in John xvii. 3.

1 " Ut cognoscant te solum verum

" Deum.et quern misisti Jesum Chris-

" turn ;" conjunctione ilia Patrem

utique copulavit et Filium, ut Chris

tum verum Deum a majestate Patris

nemo secernat : nunquam enim con-

junctio separat. Amor, de Fid. lib. v.

cap. 1. Compare Hilary, p. 815.

m Athanas. Orat. iii. p. 558.

n " Et quern misisti Jesum Chris-

" turn." Subaudiendum est, " unum

" verum Deum ; et ordo verborum

est, " ut te et quem misisti J esum

" Christum cognoscant unum verum

" Deum." August, de Trin. lib. vi.

cap. 9. p. 849.

Petavius remarks, that Novatian's

was the same with St Austin's. Petav.

de Trin. lib. ii. cap. 4.

0 I think it not worth while to

search particularly for a thing of little

or no weight. But so far as I re

member, the title of only true God

is very often applied by the Post-Ni

cene writers to all the Persons to

gether ; though perhaps rarely to any

single Person, except the Father.

Two instances of the latter may here

suffice.

O yap tov ©foC \6yos povos Qfbs

aknufjt, 816 ko\ povoyfvfjs dm to fiovos

eirai Sfor i» 6 warl/p. Athanas. in

Psal. Nov. Collect, p. 83.

Est ergo solus et verus Deus Filius ;

hsec enim et Filio praerogativa defer-

tur. Ambros. de Fid. lib. v. cap. 2.

P- 556.

As to the want of the article, it is

of no moment, since the words with

out the article are as full and expres

sive of the Catholic sense of the Son's

divinity as possible.
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of the Father only, is true ; but you are prodigiously out in your

account, when you pretend from the same Epiphanius, that

6 aKr)0iv6i Qeos, the true God, in i John v. 20, " was in his

" time universally understood of the Father." Athanasius

quotes the words seven times ; constantly understanding them of

God the Son : Basil applies them in the same mannerP. So also

do Ambrose, Jerome, Faustinus, and Didymus. These were all

contemporaries of Epiphanius. And I have not yet met with

so much as one ancient writer that ever understood those words

in 1 John v. 20. of God the Father. Cyril of Alexandria, Austin,

Fulgentius, Vigilius, Eugenius, and the rest that wrote in the

age next to Epiphanius's, interpret the text the same way : and

if Epiphanius did otherwise, he is very singular in it, and his

judgment of very little weight, against so many considerable

authors his contemporaries. But it is as wild a consequence as

ever was drawn, that because Epiphanius did not insist upon

this text, where he had occasion, therefore all the other Fathers,

(though we have their own words to vouch the contrary,) under

stood that place of God the Father. Mr. Whi9ton, whose zeal

sometimes transports him, yet did not care to come up to your

lengths in this matter ; being content only to say, that " Epi-

" phanius was utterly a stranger to the Athanasian exposition 1

which perhaps may be very true ; and to the Arian exposition

also. For I will frankly own, I am inclinable to suspect, that

Epiphanius made use of some faulty copy which had not the

word ©tos, but aKvdivbs only ; though I have not observed that

any other Greek writer had any such faulty copy. But it

is certain, that some Latins read, hie est verus, et vita externa.

Hilary' for one: and probably Faustinus, though the present

editions have JDeus: and there is a Latin treatise among the

supposititious pieces ascribed to Athanasius8, which reads the

text the same way. The author, probably, Idatius Lemicensis,

about the year 458.

You have something more to say on 1 Cor. viii. 6. in page 38.

But, I think, I need not add any thing to what I have before

said, referring also to my Sermons.

The next text we are to consider is Eph. iv. 6. " One God and

" Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all :"

P See the places referred to, Serm. 1 Hilarius, p. 908. ed. Bened.

VI. vol. ii. p. 133. » Athanasii Opera Suppos. p. 608.

<J Whiston's Reply to Lord Not- ed. Bened.

tinghatn, p. 35. Append, p. 47.
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a passage which, I said, had by the ancients been generally under

stood of the whole Trinity. Upon which you say, " a man must

" have a strange opinion of the ancients, who can think so."

Your reason is, because he is there distinguished from the

one Spirit and the only Lord. And what if the one Lord and

one Spirit be there first distinctly named, I see no absurdity in

afterwards mentioning and summing up the three Persons in the

one God, under a threefold consideration of above all, through all,

and in all. But we are not now inquiring into the sense of the

text, but into the sentiments of the ancients upon it, whose tes

timonies I have now given in one view in the margin1. As

to Irenaeus, you deny that he understands the text of the

Trinity ; referring to Dr. Clarke's Reply to Mr. Nelson, p. 71. In

return for which I refer to " True Scripturo Doctrine continued,"

p. 67, 103. Nor is there any thing more absurd in this con

struction of Irenaeus, than there is in his often reckoning the

Son and Holy Ghost to the Father, as being his very self in a

qualified sense. Indeed, nothing is more common than for the

head of a family, suppose Abraham, to be understood in a

stricter or larger sense ; either as denoting his own proper

person, or as denoting himself and all his descendants considered

as contained in him, and reckoned to him. There is therefore

nothing strange or absurd in it, if the ancients sometimes con.

sidered God the Father, the Head of both the other Persons,

either in a more restrained, or more enlarged signification : it is

fact that they did so, as will be seen presently.

You proceed to Hippolytus, and speak of his spuriousness with

as much confidence, as if you were able to prove it : of which

more in the sequel. You tell me also that " he is against me

* Unus Deus Pater ostenditur, qui

est " super omnia, et per omnia, et in

" omnibus." Super omnia quidem

Pater, et ipse est caput Christi : per

omnia autem Verbwn, et ipse est Caput

Ecclesise : in omnibus autem nobis

Spiritus,&e. Iren. p. 315.

OtKovofiia <rufi<fxovias trvvaytTtxi (Is

iva Qtbv, (Is yap (o*riv 6 Beds. 'O yip

K(\(v(ot> Trarijp, 6 Si vrraKovav vt6s, to

Si trvv(Ti£ov dywv nv(vua. 'O &>v irarfjp

eiri iravrav, 6 Si vlos Sii ttuvtwv, t6 Si

iyiov mxvua (v itairiv. SKKas T( (va

S(6v vopitrai pr/ SvvaueOa, tav firj ov-

tws narpi Kal vita Kai ayta TrvfvfxaTL

mardo-afuv. Hippol. contr. Noe't.

p. 16.

Eit Orfis (v rfj (KKXrjcria Kt)pvn(Tcu,

6 (irl TTturrav, Km Sta iravrwv, nat iv ita-

fjiv' foti vavrtav uiv its mrrffp, us apx1?

«cat Tnryri, Sta navrmv Si Sia rov Xtfyov,

(V Jracri Si (v tw irvtvpaTi t$ ayiw.

Athanas. p. 676.

Diversitas autem prsepositionum, in

quibus dicitur ; " unus Deus, et Pater

" omnium, qui super omnes, et per

" omnes, et in omnibus," diversam

intelligentiam sapit. Si^jer omnes

enim est Deus Pater, quia Auctor

est omnium. Per omnes Filius, quia

cuncta transcurrit.vaditque per omnia.

In omnibus Spiritus Sanctus, quia ni

hil absque eo est. Hieron. in locum,

torn. iv. part. 1. p. 363.
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though I think he is clearly for me, and that the Father who

gives orders, the Son who executes, and the Holy Ghost who

finishes, are, with him, one God, as plainly as words can make it,

both before and after : which I leave to the learned reader to

judge of. Only I may add, in confirmation of Hippolytus's com

ment on Eph. iv. 6. that he", as well as Tertullianx and Irenaeus,

considers the Father sometimes in a restrained sense, for the

Person of the Father, and sometimes in a larger, as containing

both the other Persons. Neither is Athanasius against me, as

you pretend, but directly for me, when he is justly translated,

without your interpolations. " In the Church, there is preached

" one God, who is above all, and through al£,?and in 'all. Above

" all, as Father, as Head, and Fountain ; and through all by the

" Word ; and in all by the Holy Spirit.'" You, by putting in

he in one place, and his twice, have endeavoured to pervert the

author's true meaning ; as if Athanasius had been speaking of

the Father all the way, when the one God is his subject, and he

is shewing how the one God is considered in the several Persons

of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

What you have further in page 40, 41. betrays either such

strange confusion of thought, or such a peculiar talent at mis

representing, that I hardly know what to say to it. But I must

make some short strictures upon it. I had said, some texts are

meant of Christ as Mediator ,• upon which you gravely tell me,

that the one Mediator is not apart of Christ, but the same Christ,

the same Person incarnate, and Mediator in respect of both

natures. I hope you will remember this, when we come to

speak of mediatorial worship, which by this account will appear

to be strictly divine worship ; since a Mediator is God, as well

as man. But that by the way. I must however observe, that

a Mediator is considered two ways, by nature or by office, as the

Fathers distinguish. He is Mediator by nature, as partaking of

both natures, divine and human : and Mediator by office, as

transacting matters between God and man. The submitting to

this office is a great instance of the Son's condescension ; and if

any low things be said of him considered as executing an inferior

office, voluntarily undertaken, they affect not his real inherent

dignity, or his essential equality in all things with the Father.

° TV. hi irav irarifp, <£ of KCmpis tull. contr. Prax. c. 3.

Xoyof. Hipp. p. 14. Pater tota substantia est ; Filius

x Umi8 omnia, dum ex uno omnia, vero derivatio et portio totius. Ibid.

per substantia? scilicet unitatem. Ter- c. 9.
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It is not that he is really a servant, or subject, under the Father's

dominion ; but that he has been pleased to take upon him a

ministerial part : so that now you may see how little pertinence

or sense there is in your wide and loose talk (p. 41.) about two

Persons in Christ, and about Cerinthus, or whatever else came

into your head; to give you a handle to fill your margin with

strange, frightful, impertinent quotations, to prejudice weak

readers.

Your 43d, 44th, and 45th pages, containing little but decla

mation, I pass over : when you have any thing that looks like

serious reasoning, I will attend you.

I have, I hope, sufficiently made it appear, that the texts

which you brought to exclude the Son, prove nothing like it ;

as I before shewed, that you could not answer the texts alleged

to prove the contrary. I should now be willing to go regularly

on to antiquity, after the method laid down above. But in your

25th page, you have thrown some metaphysical jargon in my

way, and of which you are so confident as to say, that unless I

can reply to it " all other things are to no purpose." This is the

man that builds nothing upon metaphysics. Indeed, I cannot

but wonder at your unaccountable conduct in this controversy.

If you really think the received doctrine of the Trinity to be

absurd in itself, and therefore impossible to be proved, why do

you amuse us with Scripture and Fathers ; as if the stress of the

question lay there, when, according to you, it doth not \ You

should rather have wrote a philosophical dissertation to shew,

that the notion itself is contradictory, and such as no Scripture

or Fathers can prove. This is really your meaning. And as

the first question always is, whether a thing be possible, and next

whether it be true ; you should have begun with the point of the

possibility, without meddling at all with Scripture or Fathers:

which are impertinently brought in, while the question of the

possibility remains in suspense. But if you resolve to put the

cause upon Scripture and Fathers, then your metaphysics, which

relate to the possibility of the doctrine, are very impertinent, and

come out of place : because the possibility is to be always pre

supposed before we join issue upon Scripture and antiquity.

But to leave you to take your own way, howover peculiar or

preposterous, let us examine a little into those marvellous subtil-

ties, which you lay such weight upon. Your design is to prove

that the same God is and must be the same Person, and that

therefore two or more Persons cannot be one God. If you can
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make this out, the business is done at once ; and our dispute is

at an end. Several ways have been attempted by Dr. Clarko

before, which now seem to be given up as unsatisfactory. It

was once a principle, a maxim with him, that a person is a being,

and that two individual beings cannot be one individual being.

I have heard no more of this, since the Doctor has been apprised,

that his own hypothesis of the divine substance being extended,

could not stand with his famed maxim ; every part of that sub

stance being considered as Being, and yet all but one Being.

The Doctor however, and you, still resolve to hold to your con

clusion against the Trinity ; and to seek for new premises, wher

ever you can find or make them. After some deliberation, comes

out this syllogism :

There must be identicalness of life, to make the same God.

But three different Persons cannot have identicalness of life.

Therefore three different Persons cannot be the same God.

This afterthought, which has took you up so much time and

pains, is at length good for nothing ; except it be to set weak

persons a musing upon the new thing, called identical life.

Whatever it be, you might as well have formed twenty syllogisms

as one, and all of the same value. For you might have argued,

that three persons cannot have identicalness of power, or identical'

ness of will, or identicalness of wisdom ; or, to say all in a word,

identicalness of essence, which includes every thing. But when

you have done your utmost, the main question, viz. what is or is

not identical, stands just where it did, and you are not advanced

a tittle further than before. There is the same rule for life, and

for every thing else you can invent, as there is for the essence.

The life is common to all the Persons, as the essence is ; and it is

identical in all, yjust as the essence is identical. So much for

syllogism: pity it could be no more serviceable, in a case of

extremity.

You are often puzzling your reader, and yourself, upon a very

abstruse and intricate question ; whether any thing, or what,

can make two persons or more one God. The short of the case

is this ; the Christian Churches have collected from Scripture,

that three Persons are one God : and believing the thing to be

fact, they have, according to the best of their judgment, resolved

1 Propter unam eandemque natu- nus Deus noster. August. Epist. x. ad

ram, atque, inseparaMlem vitam, ipsa Max. p. 609.

Trinitas intelligitur unus Domi-

WATKRLAND, VOL. II. F f
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the Unity into consubstantiality, inseparability, and Unity of

origination ; finding, (or at least believing that they had found,)

that Scripture had also signified the three things now mentioned.

This account appears as probable as any ; neither perhaps can

human wit invent any thing beyond it. But still it must be said,

that little depends upon stating the manner how the three

Persons are conceived to be one God: the fact is the one material

point. If Scripture really makes them expressly, or by necessary

consequence, one God; I know not what men have to do to

dispute about intelligent agents, and identical lives, 8fc. as if they

understood better, than God himself does, what one God is ; or

as ifphilosophy were to direct what shall or shall not be Tritheism.

Jews, and Pagans, and Heretics of several denominations, have

often charged the Christian and Catholic doctrine of the Trinity

with Tritheism. The Fathers of the Church have as constantly

denied the charge ; giving such reasons as I have mentioned,

why it is not, and therefore should not be called, Tritlteism.

One general reason might have sufficed for all, viz. That the

Unity of the Trinity is too strict and close to admit of the name

or notion of Tritheism. This is ending the dispute at once,

without further inquiry into the nature of that Unity; unless

the adversary can shew (which is impossible) that no Unity

whatever can be sufficient to make more Persons than one, one

Being, one Substance, one God. If we are to build our faith on

Scripture, such an Unity there may be, because there really is.

Philosophy, falsely so called, may reclaim against it ; but having

no certain principle of reason to go upon, no rule whereby to

judge, whether the one God be one Person or more ; it is evi

dent, that this point must at length be determined by Scripture

alone ; and that must be the true Unity of the Godhead, which

Scripture (according to its most reasonable and natural con

struction) has given us for such.

But it is high time now to come to antiquity ; which has been

so long staved off, and yet must make a great part of our dis

course under this Query. I shaped out my method into four

particulars, which may be seen above.

i . The first particular is, that the ancients have in accounting

for the texts relating to the Unity, declared their judgment, that

idols only, or other Gods, are thereby excluded, and not God

the Son.

I cited Irenaius for this purpose, where he says, that the holy
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Scriptures declare, that the alone God, excluding others, made

all things by his Word2. That is, other Gods are excluded, not

God the Son, who is not another God, according to Irenseus ; as

we shall see under the next article. I observed further, that the

Son and Holy Ghost are the very self of the Father, according

to Irenseus ; as the Father is also the self3- of them : wherefore

it can never be imagined that either of them is excluded from

the one God.

Let us go on to Clemens of Alexandria, who frequently teaches

the same thing. He says, that " the Father of all things is

" alone perfect immediately adding, " for in him is the Son,

" and in the Son the Father b." This writer could never believe,

that the exclusive terms were intended in opposition to God the

Son. In another place, he says, " he that is the alone God,

" is also the alone just :" and soon after adds, that " he, (the

" Father) considered as Father, is called that only which he is,

" good ; but as the Son, who is his Word, is in the Father,

" he is styled just, on account of the mutual relation to each

" other0." A few pages lower, he observes that " no one is

" good, but the Father ;" adding presently after, that " the God

" of the universe is one only, good, just, Creator, the Son in the

" Father, to whom be gloryd, &c." What a stranger must

Clemens have been to your novel divinity, whereby you would

exclude the Son from being one God with the Father !

Tertullian's doctrine in this point is very well known, and that

he expressly interprets the exclusive terms in opposition to idols

only, or false Gods, or other Gods ; not to God the Son, who is

not another Gode. And so now I may come to the proof of my

second article.

1 Universal Scripturac unura et

solum Deum, ad excludendos alios,

praedicent omnia fecisse per verbum

■unm, &c. Iren. lib. ii. cap. 27. p. 155.

a Si enim existens in Patre cog-

noscit, bunc in quo est, hoc est semet-

ipsum. non ignoret. Iren. p. 139.

Fecit ea per semetipsum, hoc est per

Verbum et Sapientiam suam. p. 163.

Fecit ea per semetipsum: hoc est

per Verbum et Sapientiam suam. Adest

enim ei semper Verbum et Sapientia,

Filius et Spiritus, per quos et in qui-

bus omnia libere et sponte fecit, p.

»53- ,

° 'AmStifautv pbvov d( uvai

rcXriov top nartpa ri>v SXiov' iv avra

yap 6 vibs, Kal iv rip vita 6 irarrjp.

Clem. Alex. p. 129.

0 Auto; pivos i>v Qtbs, Km Mauds

iaTiv 6 avrbs ml uoVoc xa6b ptv

Trarrjp votirat, dyatibs &v avrb povov b

itrriv kckAijtqi dyaOus, KaOo dc vws, SiV

6 Xi'ryos avrov, iv tg» warp/ iari, SUatos

npotrayopevfrat, eV rrji irpbs nKKr}\a

a~)(i(rtiot. Clem. Alex. p. 140.

d Ovdeir dyaBbs (I prj 6 nartjp avrov

Karaxpavit rb run avpitavrvtv 0fbv

eva povov fivat, dyadbv, Micatov, &qpi-

ovpybv, vibv iv irarpi, cS q fid^u &c.

Clem. Alex. p. 142.

e See my Defence, vol. i. p.288, 289.

Itaque prater semetipsum non esse

alium Deum; hoc propter idololatriam

F f 2
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2. That the ancients always declared against admitting another

God, and denied constantly that the Son was another God.

Justin M. in his Dialogue with Tryphof, declares, that there

never was nor will be (aXAov Qebs) another God besides the

Maker of the universe. And in a fragment cited by Irenaeus,

he says, ho could not have given credit even to our Lord him

self, had he preached up any other God (&\Kov Qebv) besides tho

Creator s.

Irenaeus is very express to the same purpose in more places

than one, declaring against admitting another God h. And ifyou

would know, how then he could consistently admit another

Person to be God, besides the Father; he will tell you, as

before seen, that the Son is considered as the very self of the

Father, and that they are not another and another God '.

Tertullian is another voucher of the same thing. " There is,"

says he, " one God, the Father ; and there is none other besides

" him. By which he does not mean to exclude the Son, but

" another God; now the Son is not another besides the Father*."

Origen shall be our next evidence ; who in his famous piece

against Celsus, (the most to be depended on, both for the

uncorruptness of the copies, and the accuracy of the thoughts

contained in it,) does in a very remarkable manner teach the

same doctrine.

He having charged his adversary with the worship, not of one

God, but of Gods \ (N.B.) though all the inferior deities were

supposed subordinate to one supreme, comes afterwards to answer

the like charge, retorted by Celsus m ; the charge of worshipping

aXXof (@eov), another God, besides the one supreme God. Now,

tarn nationum quam Israelis : etiaio

propter hareticos, qui sicut nationes

manibus, ita et ipsi verbis idola fabri-

cantur, id est, ahum Deum, et alium

Christum. Tier*, contr. Prax. cap. 18.

' Just. M. Dial. p. 34. ed. Jeb.

See this explained at large in my Reply

to Dr. Whitby, IX. 1. &c. p. 235 of

this volume.

k Just. M. Fragm. p. 408. ed. Jeb.

b Alteram Deum, praHer eum qui

est, non requiremus. hen. p. 156.

Alterum Deum mmime possitis os-

tendere, p. 157.

Nec tunc quidem oportuit alterum

Deum annuntiari, p. 233.

1 Non ergo alius erat qui cogno-

scebatur, et alius qui dicebat, nemo

cognoscit Patrem, sed unus et idem,

omnia subjiciente ei Patre, et ab om

nibus accipiens testimonium, quoniam

vere homo, et vere Deus, &e. p. 235.

Vid. Massuet. Dissert. Prav. p. 131.

k Unus Deus, Pater, et alius absque

eo non est : quod ipse inferens, non

Filium negat, sed alium Deum. Cee-

terum alius a Patre Filius non est.

Tert. contr. Prax. cap. 18.

1 'E«f uos dc iroWovs diddtTKav

crtfitiv 6(ois, Btav fiaKKov u(pftXfi>—

\tytiv fiaoikeiav, fjirep ©fov. Orig.

contr. Cels. p. 385.

m Ei fttv fti) firi&tva nXXop iOtpa-

irevov ovToi ffXijv tva Bfiw, 3» tit

avrois itrtos ~pos- Tovr aXXovs drev^ff

Xoyos" win Of, &c. Ibid.



Qu. 11. 437OF SOME QUERIES.

how does Origen answer it 1 Plainly, by denying the fact, that

the Christians did worship a\\ov, another, (i. e. God,) besides

the God of the universe. His reason is, because Father and

Son are one". This was the only way he had to get off the

charge of worshipping another God, besides the Father, by taking

both into one, and considering both as one in the worship.

Wherefore he concludes, a little after, " we therefore worship,

" as before said, one God, the Father and the Son." This was

Origen's resolution of the grand point in debate, between Christ

ians and Pagans, as to the charge of Polytheism ; in answer to

one of the sharpest adversaries the Christians ever had, in a

solemn and accurate treatise, wrote in the name and in defence

of the Church, wrote by the author then above sixty years old ;

and (as critics now agree) after he had been admonished by

Fabian of Rome, for his want of caution at other times, and

therefore was the more likely to keep strictly up to the sense of

the Church, in an article especially of so momentous importance.

He did not pretend that a subordinate God, purely because

subordinate, would not be another God, or would not make two

Gods : the Pagans, in that silly way, might have cleared them

selves of the charge of Polytheism ; as Origen well knew. He

did not pretend to say, that the Father only was God, because

God in a high sense, (which the Pagans could also have said

of their one supreme God, and so have got clear of Polytheism,)

but he answered upon the true and standing principles of the

Christian Church, that Father and Son were one God, and

the Son not another God. This acquitted the Christians of

Polytlieism, and left the charge fixed and unremovable upon the

Pagans.

We have seen then that the ancients never would own another

God, that they constantly declared against it ; and even in the

particular case of God the Son. It is to the same purpose, that

n Autre uv it icai irpbc tovto, on, worshipped not another God; Son and

eiwep v(vui)Kfi 6 KcXtroc to, f'yoi icai 6 Father being one God, as he also in

©cop. N. B. After SKKov must be genuine,

understood 0t6v : for Origen could Polemon (rogat). Quern Deum colis?

not pretend to say, that the Christians Respondet (Asclepiades), Christum,

worshipped no other Person, besides Polemon. Quid ergo ? Iste alter est ?

the Father, (when immediately after Respondit : Non ; sed ipse quern et
i . i . i i • j i .1 - ■ l . r : - tS. • j

 

I may here add a passage out of the

Acts of Pionius's Martyrdom ; which

have the appearance of being true and

the same place expressly asserts.

he owns, that they worshipped both

Father and Son,) but only that they

 

Act. Martyr, p. 144.
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they as constantly denied two Gods, or three Gods : as may

appear from many testimonies : which being well known, I shall

only refer to one or two in the margin0. Nay, it was a prin

ciple so fixed and riveted in the heart of every pious Christian,

that they would rather have died than have ever admitted

Gods, or Lords; as is plainly intimated by TertullianP.

Hitherto, perhaps you tell me, that you and the ancients

can agree, (that is, in words,) for neither do you assert another

God, or another Lord, nor two Gods, or two Lords. To which I

answer, that as to another Lord, you have said it in terms : and

by necessary consequence, you assert another God ; yea, two

Gods, and two Lords. Nor have I ever met with a more de

plorable example of self-contradiction, and resolute opposition

to the most evident truth, than your pretending that Father

and Son are not two Gods, while you affirm each to be a God,

and deny their being both together one God. But we will go

on with the ancients; who, like wise and honest men, as they

would not admit another God, or two Gods, so, consistently with

themselves,

3. They as constantly taught, that Father and Son were one

God, or the same God : and thus they settled that grand article

of the Christian faith. I will shew this plainly by clear and ex

press evidence, and shall answer your exceptions to every writer

as I go along. I have, in some measure, anticipated myself

upon this head, in my Sermons% and elsewhere : and therefore

shall sometimes content myself with references. Let us take the

authors in order of time, fixing also the time of their toriting,

according to the latest and best accounts.

A. D. 145. Justin Martyr.

As to Justin Martyr, I do not here produce him as one, who,

In express terms, has ever styled Father and Son one God. But

that he believed the thing may be made out two ways. 1 . As

he declares for the worship of God alone, at the same time ad

mitting the worship of all the three Persons : which is implicitly

0 Ei Si ovy 6 \6yos irpbs tov 0fbv, venire, Deos et Dominos nominaremus ;

6f6s £>v, rl oSp <f»')<re«v av Tit Svo Xiyfiv extinxissemus faces nostras, etiam ad

6«ws; Svo ficv ovk ip£> Stovs, oAY t) martyria timidiores, quibus evadendi

cm, Ttpoaama Sc Svo &c. Hipp, contr. quoque pateret occasio, jurantibus

JVoe'r.p.15. Vid.Epist. Synod. Antioch. statin) perCeoset Dominos, ut quidam

contr. Samosat. Labbe torn. i. p. 845. hseretici, quorum Diiplurcs. Tertull.

p Caeterum si conscientia nostra, contr. Prax. cap. 13.

qua scimus Dei nomen et Domini, et 1 See my Sermons, p. 178, &c. of

I'atri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto con- this volume.
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including all the three in the alone God. (The pretence of in

ferior worship shall be answered in its place.) 2. As declaring

that God the Son is not another God, besides the Maker of all

things, (that is the Father,) as hath been remarked above '.

You have some things to object to what I produce from Justin,

under another article : and there I shall consider them as I

come to them.

A. D. 170. Lccian, a pagan writer.

The famous testimony out of Lucian's Dialogue, inscribed

^tAo'irorpiy, I produced in my eighth Sermon s, to prove that, at

that time, the Christians believed three in one, and one in three,

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, one God supreme. It is so noted

a testimony that I need not here repeat it.

There has been some doubt, as I intimated in my Sermons,

whether Lucian was the author of the Dialogue ; but all agree,

that it was either Lucian himself, or a contemporary, if not a

more ancient writer' ; which serves our purpose as well.

A. D.i 77. Athenagoras.

I produced also, in my Sermons11, this ancient and excellent

writer, as a voucher for the truth of this doctrine, that Father

and Son are one God. I shall not repeat what I there said, or in

my Defence, vol. i. p. 389, 290. but referring the reader thither,

shall proceed to answer your objections. You begin with lessen

ing the credit of the author, (p. 105,) as being "full of very

" obscure notions j" a character you would give to any writer

that is full of the doctrine of a coeternal and consubstantial

Trinity. You object, that " he describes this very doctrine in

" a way directly condemned by Justin Martyr, and even by

" Athanasius himself, for Gnostic or Sabellian ; making the

" Holy Ghost an emanation, like a ray shot forth from the sun,

" flowing from it, and returning to it." But Athenagoras's

doctrine is far from being the same with that which Justin

condemns. He always speaks of the Son and Holy Ghost as

real and permanent, not as the heretics in Justin did, who

supposed them to be dissolved, and in a manner extinctx. And

Athenagoras did not teach a nominal distinction only of the

' See my Answer to Dr. Whitby,

IX. 1, &c. p. 235 of this volume.

» Sermon VIII. p. 178, &c. of this

volume.

« Vid. Bull. Def. F. p. 73. Jud. 32.

Fabricius Bibl. Grac. lib. iv. cap. 16.

p. 504. and Le Moyne, Varia Sacr.

vol. ii. p. 187.

» Serm. VIII. p. 178 of this vol.

x Justin. M. Dial. p. 103, 372. Jeb.
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Persons, but a real distinction of order*; which is directly

opposite to the tenets of those heretics described in Justin.

Athenagoras always speaks of the Spirit as united with the

Father and the Son : and as he took the Father and Son for real

Persons, he must of consequence think the same of the Holy

Spirit; so that there is little or no resemblance between the

two notions. Besides that, if you had carefully observed the

passage on which you ground your remark, you might have

perceived that nothing more is meant, than that the Spirit was

sometimes sent to the Prophets, and again returned to him that

sent him. As to the use of the word anoppoia, and the doctrine

of emanation, it was neither simply approved nor condemned in

the Christian Church, but according as it was understood ; just

as Trpo/3oA7j, or prolatio, was condemned by Irenaeus and Tertullian

in one sense, admitted in another : and as the notion of a Ao'yos

ivbiaOeros, or irpofftopiKos, was either approved or condemned, ac

cording to its various construction and acceptation ; as I have

remarked in my first Sermon2. You find fault with my con

struction of voovpttv yap nal viov tov Qeov. For we understand,

or tacitly include, God's Son also, in God before spoken of*. That

this is the true meaning, I prove first from the words immedi

ately preceding. Athenagoras having declared, that the Christ

ians could not be atheists, because they acknowledged one God,

who had made, adorned, and preserved the universe by his Logos,

or Word, immediately adds, voovp.ev yap xal viov tov Qeov, re

ferring to the Xoyos he had just before mentioned, as contained

in God, that did all things by him.

2. This sense is also confirmed by what follows; where ho

says. " Father and Son are one ; the Son being in the Father,

" and the Father in the Son, by the Unity and power of the

" Spirit V1

3. The same thing is further proved from Athenagoras's

joining (when he is again answering the charge of atheism)

y A6y<p StSrjfjLwipyijTai, km ra nap' 1 Serm. I. p. 32, 33 of this volume.

avrov m/fvfiaTi awiyfrai ra ndvra. a 'Y<f> ov ycyivnrat to jtov did tov

Athen. p. 28. avrov \6yov, Kai diaKfKoo-firjrai, rat

2ui/adci 6"« ry Xoycp Kai rb Trpoa^jyriKov ovyKparttrai, Qfbv aynvrcs ixafms fioi

rsvtvpa Kai toi KaX avrb to tvfpyovv dedetKrai' voovptv yap Kai vibv Toil

toU fK(pavoio'twpo<pT)TiKi)sayiov7rvtvfia Qtov, &c.
anoppotav (ivat (papiv tov Qfoir, anop- a fEv6ff ovros rov rrarpos xai tov

piov, Kai ciravaKpfpofuvov as vmxira viov' ovros Si rov viov tv jrarpi, Kai

r/\lov, p. 40. AftKvCvrat avT&v Kai tt)V narpbs iv vly, ivarrfri, Kai Svvapn

tv ry (Vaxrri, Svvapiv, Kai tt)v iv rfj irvfiparos, p. 38.

Ta^ri biaiptaiv, p. 40. Vid. p. 46, 96.
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Father and Son together : and as before he had the phrase of

Qebv ayovTd, speaking of the Father singly, now he applies the

same phrase to both0.

4. I further vindicated this construction, in my Defence, vol. i.

p. 290, by parallel expressions of Athanasius and Tertullian :

wherefore, I conceive, it may still stand.

But, though you seem to allow that Athenagoras comprehends

both in one God, yet you say, he does " not so comprehend both

" in the one God, as that one is as much the one supreme God

" as the other :" which I cannot make sense of. " Nor does

" he," say you, " any where suppose the Son, as such, but only

" the internal Reason of the Father to be atbios, eternal." But

if Reason or Wisdom be only a different name of the same

Person, the Person of the Son, considered in different circum

stances, and at different times, (as Bishop Bull has fully demon

strated,) then the Son is aibtos according to this writer. "On

" the contrary," you say, " that Athenagoras expressly affirms

" the unbegotten God alone to be eternal." But the reading

there should be ayfvrjTos with single v, as I shall shew hereafter,

and in the one unmade, or necessary existing God, is contained

God the WordA.

You go on, (p. 108,) to charge Athenagoras with the ridiculous

notion of the Son's being nothing (before his generation) but

the Father's internal Reason ; that is, nothing but an attribute.

I hope you do not expect an answer to these pretences, so long

as Bishop Bull's confutation of them stands untouched. The

English reader may see what is sufficient on that head, in my

Defencee and Sermons'. Bishop Bull, you say, acknowledges

Athenagoras meant that the " Son is the same w ith respect to

" the Father, as the internal reason is to the mind of men."

Bishop Bull says no such thing. How shall we trust you in

your reports of the Fathers, when you scruple not to misrepresent

even a modern author, which is in every body's hands ?

Bp. Bull only sayss, that Athenagoras meant that the relation

c Ovk lap.tv uBtot, Ofos ayovrts tov vioc. Athanas. Decret. Syn. Nic. p. 236.

notrjTrjv rovbc tov iravrot, Kai tov Trap Ov yap to ovopa tovto ffapaipri tijv

avTov \tryov' Of6v not Otovs. tov \6yov <pvo~iv, ovbi irakiv to dytvrjTov

" We are not atheists, inasmuch as irpor tov vlov i^u to orjpatvofitvov,

" we receive the Maker of the world riXXa nplts to Bia tov v'iov ytv6p.tva,

" as God, and als.> his Word." Ibid. p. 335.

" "D-orf tov Xtyovra iiyeVr/Tov, Kai c Defence, vol. i. p. 360, &c.

namoKpdropa tov miTtpa, potty iv ra f Sermon VI I. p. 150, of this vol.

dyfiojrco, Kai t<5 itavTOKparopi, Kai tov ft lta ut Filius Dei intelligatnr ver-

Tovrot; \iyov Kai oorfriav, ij ns Am? o bum Patris, quod nempe sc nabeat ad
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of thought to mind resembles the relation of the Son to the

Father in several respects, which he there mentions. I have

said the same thing, and explained the resemblance at large

elsewhere11. After some pains taken to falsify and misrepresent

Athenagoras, (which pains had been much better spent in

replying to Bp. Bull,) you come at length to charge me home

with running counter to Athenagoras's notion, in " two funda-

" mental points." I must give you the hearing in things more

trifling than these ; so let us inquire what they are.

1. You say, his notion makes the Son's generation an act,

which mine does not. If that will please you, I will allow a

double act in the Son's generation, according to Athenagoras.

One of the Father in sending forth his Son, another of the Son

in going forth ; viz. to create. Did I ever deny the procession

of the Son, which Athenagoras and several others intend by

generation ? But I assert eternal generation, which Athenagoras

does not : there, I suppose, is the main difference. Yet Athena

goras acknowledges the \6yos to have been eternally of and in

the Father, and referred up to him as his head and source:

which is acknowledging the selfsame thing which other Catholics

intended by eternal generation ; so that the difference lies only in

words, as I before intimated in my Defence*.

2. You say, that Athenagoras's notion " never supposes two

" Persons of equally supreme authority and worship, but as-

" cribes every thing the Son does to the supreme authority and

" will of the Father." But where do you learn that Athenagoras

ever excludes the Son from supreme authority (properly so

called) or from supreme worship ? Athenagoras indeed is express,

that there is a difference of order among the divine Persons :

but where do you find a difference of dominion or worship ? You

could not have chose an author more directly opposite to your

sentiments, or more favourable to mine, in the very point of

dominion ; on which you are pleased to lay so much stress.

For Athenagoras, addressing himself to the emperors Marcus

Antoninus, and his son Lucius Commodus, styles them both

equally ^e'yioTot AvTOKfxiTopow, which I might translate supreme

Rulers. And he observes, that all things were under their

common rule and dominion11; and from thence draws his com-

Patrem, ut ad mentem humanam ver- h Sermons, p. 31, &c. of this vol.

bum ejus interius, quod et Spirituale ' Defence, vol. i. p. 36^, &c.

est, minimeque per se cadit in sensus; k Af^o-o/iat 8< vpuv, ptyurroi \vro-

et in mente, unde procedit, manet, nec Kparopav, irpb rov Xoyou, aKrfOtis mp€-

ab ea sejungitur, &c. Bull. p. 203. \optixf tovs \oyurpovc trvyyvovai—
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parison for the illustration of the one common rule and govern

ment of God the Father and the Son ; to whom, as being

inseparable, all things are subject. Is this making the Father

alone supreme Governor? Or is it likely that a Creator and

creature should be thus familiar, and rule all things equally and

in common ? Where were your thoughts ? To be short, all that

you can possibly extract out of Athenagoras is no more than a

priority of order, as the Father is Head and Fountain to which

the Son and Holy Ghost are referred. The dominion, the au

thority is equal, is supreme in all : only in the Father primarily,

in the other two derivatively ; the same thing under a different

order and manner. After you had endeavoured to puzzle and

perplex Athenagoras, you go on (p. no.) to do the like with

Tatian, Theophilus, and some others. I shall not attend you

now, but proceed in my method. If you have dropped any thing

that is worth the notice, it shall be considered in a more proper

place, under Query VIII, which you have often robbed to fill

up this.

A. D. 187. Iren.eus.

Irenaeus is the next author cited to prove that " the Father

" and the Son are one God." He asserts it in sense, and in

directly many ways ; some of which have been hinted above ;

see also my Sermons'. He does it also in terms more than

oncem. I must now attend your exceptions to the evidence.

t\oiTf d<jj' iavT&v (cat ti)i> ftrovpdnov Qui igitur a prophetis adorabatur

fiamXtiav t£tTu{uV as yap vpiv,irarp\ Deus vivus, hie est vivorum Deui, et

Kai vim irdvra Kf^ciparat, avaBtv rrjv Verbum ejus, qui et loquutus est

fiaaiktiav c(Xt)0d<ri—auras iv\ ra Qca Moysi &c. Ipse igitur Christus

Kai ra nnp' avrov \6ya via voovpevto cum Patre vivorum est Deus, qui

dptpto-ra, irdvra vrrortTaKrat. p. 64. loquutus est Moysi, &c. p. 232.

" Before I enter upon discourse, I Propter hoc manifestissime Domi-

" beseech you, O ye greatest of Em- nus ostendit se et Patrem quidem suis

" perors, to bear with me, while I offer discipulis.ne scilicet qua?rerenta//erum

" true reasonings From your own- Deum prater eum qui plasmaverit ho-

" selves you may form a notion of the minem. p. 311.

" heavenly empire. Forlikeasallthings Quoniam autem in ventre plasmat

" are in subjection to you, being Father nos Verbum Dei, &c. p. 312.

" and Son, (having received your em- " He who made all things, he alone

" pire from above,) so also to the one " with his Word, is justly styled God

" God and to the Word who is with " and Lord.

" him, considered as a Son insepa- " He who was adored as the living

" table, are all things subject." Vide " God by the prophets, he is the God

Le Moyne, Var. Sacr. Not. et Observ. " of the living, and his Word, who

p. 169. " also spake to Moses, &c. Christ

1 Serm. VIII. p. 179, &c. of this vol. "therefore himself, with the Father,

m Ita ut is, qui omnia fecerit, cum '* is the God of the living that spake

Verbo suo juste dicatur Deus et Do- '* to Moses.

minus solus, hen. p. 183. '• For this reason our Lord mani
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To what I had observed from Irenseus, in ray Defence, you say,

(p. 92,) " The sense then of Ireneeus, according to you, is, the

" one and only God, the Father and Son, made all things by his

" Word, or Son :" No ; but, if you please to leave off this vein of

cavilling, (which is below the character of a grave writer,) the

sense is not that the Son was included under the term Father,

which undoubtedly there stands for the Person of the Fattier

singly, (and therefore the Son is excluded from being the Person

of the Father,) but that he is not excluded from doing what the

Father alone is said to do, or from being God, though the Father

alone is said to be so ; because the exclusive terms are not in

tended in opposition to God the Son.

You are often imposing this kind of sophistry upon us;

wherefore I would once for all endeavour to shew you the

weakness and absurdity of it, when our Saviour told his disciples

that they had left him alone, he did not mean by this to exclude

the Father, but ot/iers : will you therefore say, that Father and

Son both are meant by the him left alone ? When our Saviour

is said to have a name given which no one knew but himself, the

Father is not excluded by the term ovhdr will you therefore

plead that he is included in the Person of the Son, and that both

are one Person ? How ridiculous is it, that you cannot distin

guish between being not excluded with respect to the predicate

of a proposition, and being included in the subject of it. In this

proposition, " The Father is the only God," we say the Son is

not excluded: how? not with respect to the predicate ; not from

being only God, as well as the Father, because the exclusive term

affects him not. But we do not therefore say that he is included

in the subject of the proposition ; or that Father means both

Father and Son. So much in answer to this cavil, which had

deserved no notice, but for your so often repeating it. Now to

return ; you pretend it absurd that all things should be made

by or through the one supreme God. But you have not shewn

that all ministration is inconsistent with any supremacy, but a

supremacy of order or office ; which I admit. What you add

from Irenaeus, about the Father's commanding the Word, I have

answered in my Senuons", and shewn it to be, as understood

by the ancients, directly opposite to your principles. You are

next labouring to take off the force of what I had pleaded in

" fested both himself and the Father "formed man The Word of God

" to his disciples, that they might not "forms us in the womb, &c."

" look for any other God but him that n Serin. II. p. 63, &c. of this vol.
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respect of Irenseus's making the Son and Holy Ghost the self of

the Father. But this was too hard a task : I will trust the reader

with what you have said, to compare it with mine ; and to see

if he can make sense of your immediate obedience: as if any

obedience, mediate or immediate, were a reason sufficient for

styling the Person obeying, one's self. You refer to Irenseus0

saying, that by the Son and Spirit, (that is, per semetipsum, by

himself, as he says in the same chapter,) he made all things

freely, and of his own will. And so he well might, when the

Son and Spirit are so much his self, as to have but one and the

same will with him. Others might have contrary wills : they

could not. You misconstrue his next immediate words: he

" produced," you say, " the substance of the creatures from him-

" self, i. e. from his own original underived power." But himself

means there, the Son and Spirit ; as is plain from exemplum fac-

torum ; (which you took care to leave out:) God the Son being

the exemplar by which things were formed P. And Tertullian may

serve to explain Irenseus's meaning in the other article 'I.

You next tell us of his citing a remarkable passage of Hermas :

as if there were any thing so very remarkable, in respect to our

present purpose, in Hermas's saying that there is but one God.

But Irenaeus, you observe, adds presently after, that the Son " re-

" ceives the power of all things from him who is the one God

" the Father, fee.11 And what wonder if he receives all things

from him, from whom he receives his essence ? We are not in

quiring whence the Son's power or dominion is, but what it is ;

and whether it be not of the same quality and extent with the

Father's, the same being common to both. But you say, " this

" power and dominion became plenary over all things both in

" heaven and earth, when he had been incarnate." Plenary, did

you say? and over all things? 1 think not; nor is even the

Father's dominion yet so plenary as this comes to. (See i Cor.

° Ipse est qui per semetipsum con- p. 253.

stituit, et elegit, et adornavit, et conti- P Vid. Iren. lib. v. cap. 16. p. 313.

net omnia Adest enim ei semper comp. p. 163. and Clem. Alex. p. 78.

Verbum et Sapientia, Filius et Spiritus 1 Si necessaria est Deo materia ad

per quos, et in quibus omnia libere et opera mundi, ut Hermogenes existi-

sponte fecit. Lib. iv. cap. 20. p. 253. mavit, habuit Deus materiam longe

Vid. Bull. D. F. p. 87. digniorem Sopbiam suam scilicet

Ad quos et loquitur dicens, " Fa- Quis non hanc potius omnium

" ciamus hominera ad imaginem et fontem et originem commendet, mate-

" similitudinem nostram ;" ipse a nam vero materiarum quali Deus

semetipso substantiam creaturarum, et potuit eguisse, sui magis quam alieni
 

ornamentorum accipiens. Ibid. cap. 18.
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xv. 28.) But what strange thing are you here discovering, that

Christ became Lord in a sense which he was not before ! So did

the Father become Lord over the Jews in a sense he was not

before, when he made them his peculiar people. He became

their Lord, first, when he created them, and again, in a more

peculiar sense, when he chose more immediately to govern them.

In like manner, Christ who was Lord of all men in right of crea

tion, became Lord again, in a more special sense, in right of

redemption* ; and will be their Lord again, in a still more plenary

sense, after the day of judgment ; as will also God the Father.

What difficulty is there in these plain common things ? But, I

suppose, the force of your argument lies in the words accipiens

potestatem, and tradita sunt3. And yet you will think it no argu

ment against the Fathers supremacy, that he is to receive a

kingdom, which is to be delivered to him by the Son, 1 Cor. xv.

24, though I need not insist upon it here, being ready to admit,

that while all power and authority is common to both, yet it is

primarily considered in the Father, and referred up to him : and

it was the more proper for our Saviour, during his state of con

descension and humiliation here on earth, to refer all to the

Father ; as Irenseus intimates in another case, of his referring

the knowledge of the day of judgment. I might further observe

to you, that though Irenseus sometimes represents the power

and authority of the Son as descending from the Father, he at

other times represents the Son as assuming it himself, and making

himself the head over the Church, 8fc. which is also very true, and

much in the same way, as he is sometimes said to have raised

r See my Sermons, p. 114, &c. of iv Sxntip 8t avrov to ndvra yiyovtv,

this volume. ovras iv avra ra wuvra avaKaiviaBT/vai

No one ever better understood dvvt)0i). Athan. vol. i. p. 104.

this matter than the great Athanasius, Eusebius's account of the

who wrote a tract on purpose to shew thing is not much different,

how all things are said to have been 'O yxv Otos iilSov, xal mtpMdov

delivered to God the Son. The sum <V1 /SeXruacrfi, xal oxptXtiq 01a 2om)pi

is, that when all things, in a manner, xai larpa, xai Kvfitpvrirr; ro>v 6\a>v, &c.

were lost and sunk, and no one ready Euseb. de Eccl. Theolog. lib. i. cap.

at hand to undertake their recovery 19. p. 88.

and restitution, in this exigency, 1 Uti sicut in supercselestibus, et

Christ stepped in to redeem those spiritalibus, et invisibilibus, princeps

whom he had at first created. To him est Verbum Dei ; sic et in visibilibus,

therefore were they delivered; into his et corporalibus, principatum habeat,

hands were they committed, who alone in semetipsum principatum assumens,

was both able and willing to recover et apponens semetipsum caput Eccle-

and restore them ; and who accord- six, universa attrahat ad semetipsum

ingly took flesh upon him, and apto in tempore. Iren. lib. iii. cap.

wrought their redemption for them. 16. p. 206.

Uavra 8fd<OK(v iv Trj \ftpi avrov
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himself from the dead, and sometimes to have been raised by the

Father: for what one does both do, diversely considered as to the

order and manner of acting.

I had cited a plain passage" or two, to prove that the Son is

the only God, according to Irenseus, as well as the Father. You

reply, that, in the first passage, " true and only God is evidently

" meant of the Father," which I readily allow : and so you may

see in Clemens, cited above, how he applies the like title to the

Father, and yet immediately, in the same breath, makes Father

and Son together the only God. The reason is, that neither he,

nor Irenseus, nor indeed any of the ancients, ever had a thought

of excluding the Son by the word only, or the like. How have

you read the Fathers, not to see these plain things ? You go on,

endeavouring to elude and perplex Irenseus's meaning. But your

attempts are so feeble, and your efforts so weak, that I am

almost ashamed to make any reply to them. You would have

it, that Irenseus does not call the Son God in the supreme and

absolute sense ; though you can never shew that Irenaeus had two

senses of the word God as applied to Father and Son. The Son,

you imagine, is not God in the absolute sense, but as being God's

anointed, our Lord, and our God, (p. 98.) I read of the Father's

anointing, and the Son's being anointed, (that is, to his office , )

but could you have shewn, that he was anointed to his Godship,

(pardon the oddness of the word, it contains your sense,) that

would have been a discovery indeed. You refer to several pas

sages, (I could add many more,) where the Father is styled the

only God. But to what purpose is it ? Irenaeus never meant

thereby to exclude the Son from being, with the alone Father,

Deus et Dominus1, God and Lord, or from being with the

Father, vivorum Deus, God of the living, or from being the selfoi

the Father, or from being Deus ipsey, God himself: nor would

he ever allow, that the Son was not God in the definitive, or ab

solute sense, or that he was another God. "What can you do

with such a man as Irenseus, all the way contrary to your prin-

u Nunquam neque Prophetse neque .solute Deum nominassent aliquando,

Apostoli ,alium Deum nominaverunt nisi esset vere Deus, p. 1 80.

vel Dominum appellaverunt prater Compare the following words :

verum et solum Deum. Multo magis Utrosque Dei appellatione signavit

ipse Dominus, qui et Csesari quidem Spiritus, et eum, qui ungitur, Filium,

qua? Caesaris sunt reddi jubet, et qua? et eum, qui ungit, Patrem, p. 180.

Dei sunt Deo. Iren. p. 182. x See above.

Neque igitur Dominus, neque Spi- T Dei Verbum, imo magis ipse

ritus Sanctus, neque Apostoli eum, Deus. Iren. p. 132.

qui non esset Deus, definitive et ab-
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ciples, directly for mine? He styles the Father only God, in op

position to the Valentinian jEons, or other monstrous deities ;

never, not once, in opposition to God the Son.

After what hath been said, the reader, I hope, will not bo sur

prised, to find me quoting another passage of Irenseusz to the

same purpose as before. It is where he proves our Lord to be

the Word of God, and God, from his remitting of sins ; upon the

strength of this maxim, that none can forgive sins but God-

alone. I take the argument to lie thus : None can forgive sins

but the God of Israel, the true and only God, (so the Jews

understood and intended it :) Christ forgave sins : therefore

Christ is God, in the same sense as intended, i. e. God of Israel,

Sfc. I defy any man to come at Iremeus's conclusion from that

passage any other way : and though he words it, Verbum Dei, it

is plain from the following words, that the phrase is with him

equivalent to Deus ; the Word of God being necessarily God, or,

as he elsewhere expresses it, Deus ipse. What you have to

object is, that solus Deus is there predicated of the Father ; I

grant it : and yet Irenaeus's argumentation necessarily infers,

that Christ is Deus too, in the same sense ; and therefore with

the Father, solus Deus ; the only God that can remit sins ; and

he received this power because ho is God of God. Irenasus

plainly enough intimates, that if he had not been God, he could

not have had the power ; which shews that he is speaking

of such a kind of remission, by inherent power and right,

as is proper to God alone a ; otherwise there is no sense in

the argument.

1 Peccata igitur remittens, homi-

nem quidem curavit, semetipsum

autem manifeste ostendit quis esset.

Si enim nemo potest remittere peccata

nisi solus Deus, remittebat autem heec

Dominus, et curabat homines ; mani-

festum est quoniam ipse erat Verbum

Dei. Filius hominis factus, a Patre

potestatem remissionis peccatorum

accipiens, quoniam homo et quoniam

Deus : ut quomodo homo compassus

est nobis, tanquam Deus misereatur

nostri, et remittat nobis debita nostra,

qua? factori nostro debemus Deo.

Iren. p. 314.

" Remitting sins, he healed the man,

'* and at the same time plainly shewed

" who himself was. For if none can

"forgive sins, but God alone, and yet

" our Lord forgave sins, and healed

" men ; it is manifest that he was the

" Word of God, made Son of man,

" receiving from the Father the power

" of forgiving sins, because man, and

" because God.- that as he suffered with

" us, being man, so he might also

" have mercy upon us as he is God,

" and might forgive us our debts,

" which we owe to God our Maker. "

B Bene igitur Verbum ejus ad homi-

nem dicit, " Remittuntur tibi pecca-

" ta ;" idem ille in quem peccaveramus

in initio, remissionem peccatorum in

fine donans. Aut si alterius quidem

transgressi sumus praeceptum, alius

autem erat qui dixit, " Remittuntur

" tibi peccata tua ;" neque bonus,

neque verax, neque justus ex hujus-

modi. Quomodo enim bonus, qui

non ex suis donat ? Aut quomodo
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You here (p. 101.) take notice of another passage of Irenajus,

which I incidentally brought in (p. 306. of my Defence, vol. i.) to

prove that, according to Irenaeus, none that has any superior, any

God above him, can be justly styled Godb. A famous passage,

and directly opposite to your principles ; while you pretend to

ascribe divinity to the Son, at the same time subjecting him to a

superior God, and putting him stib alterius polestate, under the do

minion and power of another. You do well to labour to take

this off; but how, we shall see presently. You pretend, that

Irenaeus, in "numberless other passages, expressly asserts the

" superiority of the Father to the Son." I deny that he ever

does it, so much as in any single passage, in your sense of

superiority. Nay, to see how consonant to himself Irenseus is, I

will shew you where0 he, by necessary consequence, declares the

Son to have no superior.

The argument will stand thus :

" He that is the God of the living, and who spake to Moses out

" of the bush, has no other God above him.

" Christ is the God of the living, and who spake to Moses out of

" the bush.

" Therefore Christ has no ot/ier God above him."

The premises are both of them Irentcus's own : and the con

clusion from them is evident. We see then, that Irenaeus does

not only lay down the general maxim, that whoever is God,

justus, qui aliena rapit ? Quomodo

autem vere remissa sunt peccata, nisi

ille ipse in quem peccaviinus donavit

remissionem ? Iren. p.313. Vid. Grab,

in Bull. D. F. p. 85.

" Well therefore did his Word say

" to the man, Thy sits are forgiven

" thee; he the same against whom we

" had sinned in the beginning, in the

" end vouchsafes remission of sins.

" Otherwise had the precept against

" which we transgressed come from

" oik, and it had been another that

" said, Thy sins are forgiven thee, he

" could neither have been good, nor

" just, nor true in doing it. For how

" can he be good, who gives what is

" none of his own? Or how can he be

" just, that assumes what belongs to

" another ? Or how coidd sins he

" really forgiven, if he that forgave

" them were not the very same against

" whom we had sinned i"

b Qui super se habet aliquem su-

WATERI.AND, VOL. II.

periorem, et sub alterius potestate est,

hie neque Deus, neque Kex magnus

dici potest. Iren. p. 220.

c Is qui de rubo loquutus est

Moysi, et manifestavit se esse Deum

Patrum, hie est viventium Deus.

Quis enim est vivorum Deus, nisi qui

est Deus super quem alius non est

Deus? Qui igitur adorabatur Deus

virus, hie est vivorum Deus, et Ver-

bum ejus, qui loquutus est Moysi, qui

et Sadducaeos redarguit, &c. Ipse

igitur Christus cum Patre vivorum

est Deus, qui loquutus est Moysi- -.

Iren. p. 232. Vide Bull. sect. ii. cap. 5.

"He that spake to Moses out of the

" bush, and manifested himself to be

" the God of the Fathers, he is the

" God of the living. For who else can

" be the God of the living, but the

" God that has no other God above

" him ? Christ with the Father is

" the God of the living, who spAe to

" Moses, &c."

0 g
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properly so called, can have no other God above him : but in

the particular case of God the Son, he applies the very maxim,

and declares that there is no other God above him. What will

you say to these manifest truths, which so directly strike at

your whole hypothesis ? You endeavour to find some shelter, by

turning Dew into Greek, making it 6 0«os, which will not do,

because it is frequent with Irenseus to give the Son the title of

6 0«osd. And if he did not, yet he never appears to lay any

such stress upon an article. Nor will the occasion of Irenseus's

maxim at all serve you. For though the discourse there is of

God the Father, yet his reasoning, whereby he proves that the

Person, there styled 6 Qtbs, could have " no other God above

" him," will prove the same thing of every other Person so

styled, or prove nothing. You produce some citations from

Irenseus to prove the " Father superior in authority" {another

God above him, you should have said, because you mean it) " to

" the Son, and the Son subject to him." None of them prove

any thing like it, in your meaning of superiority and subjection.

The Father commanded, the Son executed. What then I

I answered this above8. Another pretence is from the words.

" conditionem simul, et Verbum suum portans whioh I may

leave as I find it, till you make out the consequence : or I may

oppose to it, "mensura enim Patris Filius, quoniam et capit

" eum." Iren. p. 231. Porto may as well signify to bear, or

contain, as sustain. Besides that the creatures are said, in the

very same place, portare eum ; to sustain him, you will say. And

much will you make of it, that the Creator of them, mundi Factor,

(Irenreus's own words of God the Son, in the same chapter,)

was sustained by his creatures. You proceed to observe, that

the Son ministered to the Father : you might have observed

further, that " he washed his disciples' feet." But see Bishop

Bull, who had fully answered these pretences, before you pro

duced them. You further take notice out of Irenseus, that the

" Word incarnate hung upon the cross." "Who doubts it ? You

should have took notice likewise of what Irenaeus says, in the

very same chapter, that this Word was really " Maker of the

" world, and containeth all thingsf." But I am weary of

d Vid. Iren. p. 211, 315, 271. ed. Lib. r. cap. 18. p. 315.

Bened. " The Word of God is really Maker

• See also Bull. D. F. p. 80. *' of the world——and in respect of

f Mundi enim Factor vere Verbum " his invisibility, (or invisible no-

Dei est et secundum invisibili- " ture,) contains all things which are

tatem continet, quae facta sunt omnia, made."
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pursuing trifles. If Irenseus had had a mind to express the

subjection of the Son, and superior dominion of the Father, he

knew how to do it. See how he expresses himself, where

he declares the subjection of all things to God the Son, and the

Holy Spirits, at the same time speaking of their ministration (not

subjection) to the Father : which may be sufficient to shew you

how wild your hypothesis is, and how little countenance for it you

can reasonably hope to find among the ancients.

A. D. 1 92. Clemens Alexandrinus.

I have already produced one plain and express passage, where

in Clemens includes the Father and the Son in the only God.

He has more to the same purpose, where he says, "both are

" one, namely God h ; " and where he addresses both as one

Lord1, and the whole Trinity as one*. Which I took notice of

in my eighth Sermon1.

You are forced to confess, (p. 80,) that in Clemens's first

writings, there are " some sublime expressions, which, if taken

" literally, would favour either my notion or the Sabellian,"

A pretty fair confession ; but it would have been still fairer to

have said, (which is what the reader must see,) some expressions,

too plain and strong to admit of any evasion. All you have to say

is, that they are highly rhetorical; which is saying nothing.

You are next to oppose other passages of Clemens, to take off

their force. Upon which, I may observe, by the way, how dis

ingenuous your claim to the ancients is, in comparison with ours.

You think it sufficient, if you can but find any passages which

look at all favourable to your scheme, however contradictory

(as you understand them) to other clear and express testimonies

of the same author. On the other hand, we think ourselves

obliged to reconcile the seemingly opposite passages, and to make

an author consistent with himself : which if we cannot do, we

give him up as neuter, and make his evidence null; unless there

be reason to believe, that the author, upon better consideration,

had changed his mind, or that some parts of his works are more

e Ministrat enim ei ad omnia sua " the angels are subject, and do obei-

progemes, et figuratio sua, id est, Fi- " sance, minister to him (the Father)

lius, et Spiritus Sanctus, Verbum et " in all things."

Sapientia; quibua serviunt, et sub- *>*Ei/yap ap.<pu>, 6 &e6s. Clem. Alex.

jecti sunt omnes angeli. Iren. p. 236. p. 135.

Comp. p. 183. 1 Yie leal irarrjp, iv SfUpio Kvpif.

"His own offspring, and figure, p. 311.

" that is, the Son and Holy Ghost, the k Clem. Alex. p. 311.

'* Word, and Wisdom, to whom all 1 Sermons, p. 180 of this volume.

Gg2
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certainly genuine than others. But to proceed, you begin with

attempting to deprave the sense of a celebrated place in Clemens,

which I shall transcribe into the margin™. In English it runs

thus : " The divine Word, who is most manifestly true God, who

" is equalized with the Lord of the universe, because he was his

" Son, and was the Word in God." This is a passage very little

favourable to your invention of a superior dominion of the Father,

and a subjection of the Son : for the Son is here said to be

equalized, that is, proclaimed equal to the Lord of the whole

universe. You say, equalized implies an exaltation, a delegation,

§c. Ridiculous. Can any thing or person be made equal to

God the Father, exalted to a parity with him ? But a person

may be proclaimed equal; which is only shewing what he was

before. And Clemens assigns two substantial reasons, why the

Son was thus proclaimed ; it was his natural and essential dignity

that demanded it ; for he was God's own Sonn, of the same

nature with him ; and he was the Word that existed in God"

himself ; most manifestly therefore true God, and accordingly

equalized with God, as he had a right to be. You give us two

or three words of Eusebius, as expressing the sense of Clemens.

But let Clemens speak for himself, who is a plainer man, and a

more consistent writer, than Eusebius; and of whom it is easier

to pass a certain judgment. Suppose the words in Clemens to

signify equalized in honour, or advanced to equal honour and

glory: still, would you have a subject thus equalized with his

sovereign? If Christ was equalized in honour and glory, the

inference will reach to an equality of nature ; which alone could

be any sufficient reason or foundation for honouring him so

highly. You would have it only, receiving dominion (you do not

care to say equal dominion) from the Father. But this comes

not up to Clemens's strong expression of equalizing; nor to his

reasons assigned for it ; the very reasons which he elsewhere

gives, why the Father and Son are the one God, 6 0t6s, abso-

m "O Btios Xoyor, 6 (pavipararos of Clemens, explanatory of the phrase

o:'ra>r 0«off, 6 tg) hftrnorrj twv okav tv tc5 Oe^S.

(£icra>dfi? on r/v v'tbs avrov, Kai 6 \6yos *Q tov pcyaKov SfoC* S> tov rcXciov

t/v iv ra 0fc5. j>. 86. Adm. ad Gent. waiSi'ov" vlos ivitarpi KaXirarrip iv vuji.

Vid.' Bull. D. F. p. 88. Anim. in P<ed. lib. i. cap. 5. p. 112.

Gilb. Clerke, p. 1010. Ta>v o-viisavrav Bcbv iva fiovov ttvat,

n Yi6s tov vovyvrjaios, 6 Ottos Xdyos, ayaBov, bUatov, Sqfiiovpyov, vtov iv

tjxorit apxirimov (pas. Clem. Adman, ■na-rpl. Paddy, lib. i. cap. 8. p. 143.

p. 78. *Ei> yap 3p<pa>, 6 ©fdt" on (hrtv, iv

Tov \oyov rfKftov (K TfXWov Kpvvra apXTI o Xdyoc rpi iv Ta ©fa>, Ka\Q(6srjv

irarpat. "Paddy, p. 1 13. 6 Xdyor. Clem. Alex. p. 135.

" Compare the following passages
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lutely so called, and jointly the one only God and Creator of all

things.

Next, you are to search out some other expressions of Clemens,

to be pleaded in the way of abatement. Clemens, it seems, says

in the same page, that " he sprung from the will of the Father."

But let the reader see the whole sentence, that he may be ap

prized of your unrighteous method of citing authors. " Being

" with utmost celerity diffused upon all men, rising swifter than

" the sun, out of the very will {or heart) of the Father, he most

" readily darted forth God upon us P." Would you have your

reader here deceived into an opinion that Clemens is speaking of

the Son's existing by his Father's free choice and pleasure ? No

doubt but that is your meaning, or something very little better ;

though Clemens is only speaking of his mission to mankind.

Elsewhere, you say, he calls him inspector of our hearts by the

will of the Almighty1*. But you are as unfortunate in this place

as in the other; misconstruing the words, and perverting the

sense ; as I have elsewhere1- shewn. YlavroKparopiKto fleXjj/nari

signifies by his own sovereign, all-containing will. That there is

no impropriety in applying the epithet TtavTOKparopiKbs to tcill,

I proved by parallel instances from other authors ; and shall

now add one more of the like kind*. You appear very unwilling

to have the Doctor's criticisms on this passage taken from you :

and therefore you endeavour, feebly, to prop them up again, in

a note, p. 227. You tell me, that the parallel passages I alleged,

do not signify that God is omnipresent or omniscient by his will,

but by " his active governing wisdom." Be it so : then let the

same answer serve for the expression of Clemens ; and let Christ

be omniscient by his " active governing wisdom,11 and now all is

right again. I am not contending for God's or Christ's knowing

all things by his will, in the Doctor's sense : but why must

Clemens be tied up to the Doctor's strict sense of will, in the

word foXj^an, more than other authors, who have likewise used

the phrase of all- containing will, as well as Clemens I The Doc

tor's fanciful speculations against the phrase (Script. Doctrine,

p. 294.) are of as much weight against the phrase in other authors,

P Ta\iara 6i ris itivras dvdpamovs 1 Defence, vol. i. p. 338. Sermons,

SinSoflf is. darrov f]\iov f£ avrijr avarel- p. 160 of this volume.

Xai rijf narpiKT)S /9ovXq<r«uf , pqrrra rjp'iv ' Tov 6(iov Kai itavroKpaTopiKOv Kat

rnCkan^n tod Btov. Clem. p. 86. AXirov tt/s ayaBorrjTos air^s Iparos.

1 Tov Kvpiov 'Ir/ffoix, tov ra iravra- Pseudo Diovys. Areop, de Divin.

KparoptKu OfXr/paTi tirio-Konov rijt xap- Nomin. cap. X. p. 829.

Stat Jipuv. p. 611.
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as in Clemens ; that is, of no weight at all, but to shew the folly

of interpreting phrases by speculation and fancy, instead of look

ing into authors, to see how they have been used. You was to

say something, it seems, however wide, rather than give up a

favourite criticism.

You say, Clemens calls the Son 6iht)p.a iravTOKparopiKov which

is true ; but it does not there signify the same as -narpiKov 64krma,

but all-containing wisdom, or will again ; as is plain from the

very place itself, where Clemens also styles him bvvapis irayKpar^t,

all-containingpower* . And it is the very reason given by Clemens,

why he may be known to all, even to those that have not acknow

ledged him ; he is 7ray»cpanjy, and ■nuvTOKpajopiKos , present to all,

or containing all. Had Clemens intended your sense, he would

rather have expressed it by TrarpiwjS OcXrjixan, as usual"; or

OtkrinaTt tov narpos x, or the like. Nor can you give any instance

out of Clemens, of TravTOKparopiKos, but where it either must, or

however may, bear the sense I have given. The phrase vamo-

KparopiKov pov\r)p.a (p. 857.) comes the nearest to the other. But

it is there manifest, from the context, that it ought to be inter

preted in the same way as I have construed 8t\rjp.a iravTOKpaTo-

piKov. I much question whether iravroKpaTopiKos is ever used for

rov itavTOKpiropoi, in the way that Dr. Clarke contends for. It is

certain, that the other which I contend for is most proper, and

is most usual and customary in Greek writers. This, I hope, may

be sufficient to put an end to a weak criticism, which has nothing

in it. Now let us go on.

As to the Son's ministering, I have before answered : aud as

to the passages you have selected, one would think you had

took them out of Bishop Bull ; only leaving out the Bishop's

solutions y : which is a very unfair way of protracting a con

troversy.

As to second cause, you do not meet with it in Clemens ; bfv-

repos curios2 signifies no more than secondary causer, rd£«i 5evr«poy,

second in order in causal operations. Besides that, if it strictly

meant more, allowance must be made for Clemens, while he is

adapting the Platonic to the Christian Trinity, if he uses the

Platonic terms ; though they may not quadrate exactly.

' 2o0i'<i 8f Kal xpijirreSnjr <j>avtpa>- u Vid. Clem. p. 99, 150. Comp.

tott) rov Qtov, ovvapis Tf lrayKpaTTjs, p. 86, 1 25.

Kal ivn Otia' oidi rolt p.r) 6po\o- x Vid. Clem. p. 156, 7 10.

yovo-tv aKaravorrrot, OtXrjpa iravroKpa- 1 Vid. Bull. Def. F. p. 90.

Topwiv. Clem. p. 647. 1 Clem. Alex. p. 710.
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You next cite Clemens for styling the Father \xovov ovrtos

&ebi>, and introducing the Son as joining in hymns of praise to

him. As to fwvos, or other the like exclusive terms, Clemens

made no account of them, in exclusion to the Son, as before

seen ; besides that, the Son is not only oWus 0«os, truly God,

with Clemens, very frequently", but even /xoVos 0«os, only God*,

and only Judge0, and only Matter*. All authors I have met with

thus use exclusive terms ; it being a rule of common sense, and

custom of language, that such exclusive terms are to be strained

no further than they are intended in opposition to such or such

things. As to the Son's joining in hymns of praise, you should

have told your reader, that he is supposed by Clemens, in that

very place, to do it as in capacity of High-Priest c. I can scarce

without indignation find such things as these offered by men

pretending to letters, or the least ingenuity.

You run on, about Clemens's styling the Father the one God,

supreme over all; though every body knows it never was intended

in opposition to God the Son. but to Pagan deities : as is plain

from what hath been said. You next come to observe that

Clemens styles the Son riptoroKTioros f. This indeed was worth

remarking, and a thing fit to be offered in the way of objection ;

though Bishop Bull had given a good answer to it long ago s.

It is an allusion to Proverbs viii. 22. where Wisdom is said to

have been created, that is, appointed head over the works of

God h ; which I shall shew, in due time and place, to have been

the ancient and Catholic sense of that text : nor can any Ante-

Nicene Father be produced for the other sense of creation, in

regard to that text. The stale pretence about Photius and the

hypotyposes, hath been answered over and over '. However, it is

a mere fancy of yours, that Photius's censure upon the hypo

typoses was grounded upon a passage found in his Stromata. I

* Clem. Alex. p. 86, 647, 690.

b Clem. Alex. p. 84, 142. See also

another passage of his Paedagogue,

where he seems to be speaking of God

the Son : the words are, 6 ivras 6eAt,

o &v avrbs ra ndirra, Kai ra iravra 6

avros, on avros Qrbs, 6 povos Qc6s.

p. 150. Compare a passage of the

Stromata, 1. 4. ov yiverai drfKvws 1v

us ev, ovdi TroXXn as ptpij 6 vlbs, dXX>

u£ iravra tv, tvOtv Kai iravra.

c Clem. p. 99.

d Ibid. p. 309.

F 'Apxpi tov ayivvryrov (leg. ayivnrov)

nai avi>\*6pov, xa\ povov ivrats 8tbv,

o-vwpvovvros rjptv roi Stov \6yov. dt-

Sios ofrros, 'irjo-ovs fls, 0 ptyas dpxtt-

pfiis 0foO t( ivbs, tov aiiTOv Kai irarpbs,

inrep dvdpuirav (v\€TOi, Kai dvdpairois

tyK(\ev€Tai. Clem. Alex. p. 92,93.

f Clem. p. 699.

* Bull. D. F. p. 90.

h Ovros dirdvrtov toiv dyadav, 0f\r)-

paTt tov iravroKparopos irarpbs, aXrtos 6

vibs KaBiararat, irparovpybs Kivr)otms

hvvapis akrprros ala6r)ati. Clem. p. 833.

I Bull. Def. F. p. 91. Grabe, In

stances of Defects, p. 13, &c.
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have now said enough in vindication of Clemens ; and he must

be a very orthodox writer indeed, when in so large a volume,

and wrote before the Arian controversy was started, he appears

to have been so well guarded as to leave room only for very

frivolous exceptions ; such, perhaps, as might most of them be

found even in many of the Post-Nicene writers, or in Athanasius

himself.

What you say after in p. 83. is worth the taking notice of,

for the peculiar turn of it ; and because it may let the reader

into the true state of the dispute between us. You tell me, I

am " forced into the absurd inconsistency of confounding a

" priority of mere order (which expresses a perfect coordination

" ofpersons equally supreme in authority) with a subordination of

" authority and dominion." You are troubled, it seems, that I

will not suffer two of the Persons to be thought really subjects,

or servants, that is, creatures of the first-. I am very earnest and

serious in it ; nor will I yield that momentous point to you, till

you are able to prove it. As to inconsistency, you shall see that

there is none of mine, it is all your own. I have sometimes

wondered with myself, how I camo to be charged by the modest

Pleader, &c. with making a coordination of the Persons ; when I

every where admit a priority of order in one, a subordination in

the other two. But now the secret is out : a coordination is not

a coordination, and a subordination is not a subordination, if it be

only of order; though I was so weak as to think that the words

coordination and subordination, strictly and properly, respected

order, and expressed an equality or inequality of order. But you

have a mind to use the word coordination for what an accurate

man would call coequality: and so I am charged with holding a

coordination. I confess the charge : I always held a coequality

of the Persons, though I never before knew that it must be

called coordination. And while I profess a subordination, I as

constantly declare against inequality. If this does not content

you, I cannot help it : it is not my fault, nor indeed yours, (for

you have done your utmost,) that your arguments demand no

more. I will still maintain a priority of order, together with

coequality. And if you insist upon it, that priority of order is

no priority of order, but a coordination ; every reader, I suppose,

may see whose is the inconsistency, yours or mine. Besides a

subordination of order, which is natural, I have also allowed a

subordination in office, which is economical. Is this also nothing

more than a " mere position and order of words?" True, it is not
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making the Father a sovereign over the Son as his natural suD_

.ject, because I never intended it : nor will you ever be able to

prove any thing like it. But let us proceed.

A . D. 206. Tertullun.

Tertullian is so full and clear for all the three Persons being

one God, that I need not again kproduco things so well known.

You yourself have confessed it : but now you come in to plead

for abatements ; which, if you have ever so good a right to them,

will not, however, make Tertullian an advocate on your side, but

a muter at most, as being inconsistent, and of no credit. But

let us see : perhaps he may prove a consistent evidence for us ;

though it is utterly impossible he ever should for you. You

remind me of his being a Montanist when he wrote against

Praxeas; which was scarce worth your observing, when you

allow in the same page that Tertullian makes Father and Son

one God, even in his Apology1, wrote very probably before he

was a Montanist : and I should be content to try the merits of

the cause by that Treatise alone, which would furnish you with

few or no pretences against his orthodoxy in this article. But

to come to the business.

You first fall upon him for making the Son no more than

a " small part of the Father's substance." To which I answer,

that if Tertullian indulged his fancy too far in explaining the

doctrine, yet he may be a good evidence of the Church's general

doctrine, that Father and Son are one God. However, I think

this objection has been well answered by Bishop Bull"1 and Le

Nourry" ; whither I refer the reader. All I shall add is this ;

that if Tertullian, as I have shewn above, sometimes used the

term Father in a large sense, (as a liead of a family sometimes

stands for the whole family together with their head,) then it is

no wonder, if God the Son might be called Portio totius, being

but one Person of the Trinity, not all ; as he styles the Father,

unus omnia, dum ex uno omnia0. This might be .illustrated from

k See my Sermons, p. 181, &c. of vol. ii. p. 1305.

this volume. 0 The like way of speaking obtained

Pater et Filius et Spiritus, Tres among the Pagans, in respect of their

crediti, unum Deum sistunt. Tertull. supreme Jupiter, father of the other

contr. Prax. c. 31. gods.

1 Quod de Deo profectum est Deus Jupiter omnipotens regum rerumque

est et Dei Filius, et unus (suppl. Deus) ' deumque

ambo. Apol. c. xxi. p. 203. Progenitor, genitrixque deum, Deus

m Bull. D. F. p. 95. unus et omnis.

" Nourrii Apparat. ad Bibl. Max. August, de CD. lib. vii. cap. 9. p. 170.
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the case of Abraham, considered as the father of many nations,

and containing, in a certain sense, all his descendants. Thus

was Abraham Ma familia, and Levi only derivatio et portio

totius; that is, of Abraham, considered in capacity of head and

fountain. I do not pretend to be confident, that Tertullian had

this thought in his mind : but I suppose it as a probable conjec

ture, to be further inquired into, to make Tertullian appear the

more reasonable and consistent ; who was certainly no downright

idiot, such as your representation would make of him. Allowing

such a supposition as I have here offered, there will be no

difficulty in accounting for Tertullian's saying, that the Father

is major Filio, greater than the Son, in the manner that he does.

For it will amount only to this, that the head, considered as such,

is major singulis, as containing all ; though it cannot be said of

any but the head, because the rest are considered only as single

Persons. In the other way, it is certainly downright nonsense to

suppose the Father, in his own proper personal capacity, to bo

the whole : for however small a part you suppose the Son to be,

that part must go in to make up the wftole ; and no single Per

son, barely considered as such, can be called the whole. But

consider the Father in capacity of Head, in the sense before in

timated, and then the notion is just, and has nothing absurd, or

strange in it. I may further argue against Tertullian's making

the Son a smallpart, as you say, of God's substance, from what

he says of the omnipresence of the Son, in as full and ample

terms as can be used of the omnipresence of the Father him-

selff.

You "go on (p. 77.) to speak of the Son's exercising the

Father's power: right; because the Father's and his are onei.

p [labes Filium in terns, babes

Patrem in cselis : non est separatio

ista, sed dispositio divina; cseterum

scimus Deum etiam intra abyssos esse,

et ubique consistere, sed vi et potes-

tate : Filium nuoque, ut individuum,

cum ipso ubique. Tamen in ipsa

ceconomia, Pater voluit Filium in ter-

ris haberi, se vero in ctelis. TertuU.

adv. Prax. c. xxiii. p. 514.

" The Son yon nave upon earth,

" and the Father you have in heaven.

" This is no separation, but a divine

" economy. Furthermore, we are cer-

" tain that God is even in the abysses,

*' and present every where, but in vir-

" tue and power ; the Son also, as in-

" dividual, (or undivided,) is with him

" every where. But, according to the

" economy, the Father would so have

" it, that the Son should be considered

" as being upon earth, and himself as

" being in the heavens."

1 Omnia, inquit, Putris mea sunt.

Suo jure omnipotens, qua Sermo

Dei omnipotentis, quaque omnium

accepit potestatem. cap. 17.

Pater omnia tradidit in manu ejus

a primordio tradidit. Ex quo, a

primordio Sermo erat apud Deum, et

Deus erat Sermo, cui data est omnis

potcstas in cepIo et in terra Omnem

enim dicens potestatem et omnia

tradita in manu ejus, nullam excep
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You add, " by the Father's will i" yes, and by his own too, for

both are the same, because their substance is oner. You say

indeed in your Preface, p. 6, 7. that Tertullian affirmed the same

thing even of angels, or rational souls, that " they were generated

" from the substance of the Father :" and to shew that you

really believe it, you quote (p. 55.) three places of Tertullian, to

prove it. Had this been the case, I would have given you up

Tertullian for a madman. But it is your misfortune, in two of

the places, very innocently to give us Marcion's tenet for Ter-

tullian's own. And as to the third place, out of his book against

Praxeas, it is very wide of the purpose ; being no more than

this, that God breathed into man the breath of life, a peculiar

privilege of man above all the animal creation. See below s what

he says of angels.

But to proceed; You talk of the Son's subjection, as from

Tertullian : concealing from your reader that it is of a subjection

posterior to the incarnation, an economical subjection : and that

Tertullian denies any subjection, such as you are aiming at, in full

and express terms4. You add, "upon this disparity of the Son

" to the Father, (directly contrary to your notion of an equality

" in supreme authority,) as well as upon his notion of consubstan-

" tiality, does he ground his denial of two Gods." False every

word : how can you let your pen loose, to write at this rate ?

Tertullian's notion of one common supreme authority is exactly the

same with mine11 : that the three Persons are of one state, one

substance, one divinity, one supreme power and authority, as being

one God. When Tertullian says, non statu sed gradu, by gradus

he means order, as Bishop Bull hath observed, D. F. p. 96.

And where does Tertullian found his denial of two Gods upon

the disparity of Father and Son? Or where does he resolve

the Unity, as you do, into the Father alone, casting out God the

Son from the one Godhead ? His constant way is to take in both,

tionem temporis permittit; quia omnia stantia Patrie. Contr. Prax. cap. 3.

non erunt, si non omnis temporis fu- * Sophiam non sibi subditam,

erint. cap. 16. non statu diversam, &c. Tert. contr.

' Quale est ut Deus divisionem et Hermog. cap. 18.

dispersionem pati videatur in Filio et u Tres autem non statu sed gradu,

Spirit u Sancto tam consortibus nec substantia sed forma, nec potes-

substantue Patris, &c.—Croterura, qui tate sed specie : unius autem substan-

Filium non aliunde deduco, sed de tia, et unius status, et unius potestatis,

substantia Patris, nihil facientem sine quia unus Deus. Contr. Prax. cap. a.

Patris voluntate, omnem a Patre con- Trinitas, unius diviniiatis, Pater,

secuturo potestatem, &c. Adv. Prax. Filius, et Spiritus Sanctus. De Pu

mp. 3, 4. dicit. cap. 21.

■ Angelorum—alienorutn a sub-
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and thus he makes of both but one God. What you cite from

his 13th chapter is not at all to your purpose. He plays a while

with Praxeas, telling him, that if he would be so hard, as to

insist upon it that Father and Son must be two Gods, on the

Catholic scheme, then let them be so; and let him at least

grant, that Father and Son may be two Gods, the Son having

certainly as good, or much better right to be called God, than

many others whom scripture has so styled. But after he had

thus argued a while ad hominem, and ex hypothesi, he returns to

his position, that they are not two Godsx, but one God, because

of unity of substance and original. His reasoning, in short, comes

to this, that if the Catholic doctrine, as Praxeas insisted, must

be Ditheism, then let it be so ; so long as it is Scripture Ditheism,

and the doctrine certainly true, whatever name it be called by :

but still a very good reason may and has been assigned why it

is not," and therefore ought not to be called Ditheism; because

Father and Son are really one God, as being of one substance,

and the Son referred up to the Father as his head and source.

This is the sum of Tertullian's thoughts on that head ; which

are as contrary to yours, as light to darkness.

You have another little shift grounded upon Tertullian's

blaming Praxeas for making the Father incarnate, whom he

there calls ipse Deus and Dominus omnipotens; as ifTertullian

might not emphatically style the Father God, without denying

it of the Son. Those phrases there are nothing but so many

periphrases for God the Father, and do not at all relate to your

purpose : unless denying the Father to be incarnate, be denying

Christ's supreme divinity ; where I see nothing like a conse

quence.

As to Tertullian's asserting a temporary generation, it is

common to him and many Catholic writers, both Ante-Nicone

and Post-Nicene > ; and has no difficulty in it, when rightly

x Duos tamen Deos et duos Domi- tionem reddidimus ; qua Dei non duo

nos nunquam ex ore nostro proferimus dicantur, nec Domini, sed qua Pater

Nam etsi soles duos non faciam, et Filius duo : et hoe non ex separa-

tamen et solem et radios ejus tarn duas tione substantia, sed ex dispositione,

res et duas species unius indiviste sub- cum individuum et inseparatum Filium

stantice numerabo, quam Deum et a Patre pronuntiamus, nec statu sed

sermonem ejus, quam Patrem et Fi- gradu ahum ; qui etBi Deus dicatur,

limn. Tert. contr. Prax. cap. 13. quando nominator singularis, non ideo

Si Filium nolunt secundum a Patre duos Deos faciat sed unum, hoc ipso,

reputari, ne secundus duos faciat Deos quod et Deus ex unitate Patris rocari

dici, ostendimus etiam duos Deos in habeat. cap. 19.

Scriptura relatos, et duos Dominos; 7 Hilarius in Matt. p. 742. Zeno

et tamen ne de isto scandalizentur, ra- Veron. ap. Bull. p. 200. Phsebadius.
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understood. What you add from Tertullian's Tract against

Hermogenes, is indeed of some weight, and the most material

objection that his works can furnish you with. Yet you should

not have concealed from your reader, that Bishop Bull2 has

spent a large chapter particularly in answer to it : and it must

appear very strange, that Tertullian, who at other times speaks

so highly of God the Son, should designedly contradict so many

clear and plain passages of his works, by denying the coeternity

of the Son, and reducing him to a creature. Is the divinity,

subsisting in three, similar with itself, one only, and capable of

no degrees, (the express doctrine of this writer,) and yet made

up of eternal and temporary, Creator and creature, differing

infinitely ? Is eternity and immutability contained in the name

and notion of God, and particularly as applicable to God the

Son*, and yet the Son have neither eternity nor immutability ?

In a word, can Tertullian pretend, that an inferior God is non

sense and contradiction b, and at the same time assert a creature,

a being of yesterday, to be God, nay, and one God with the

Father ? These are such glaring and palpable absurdities, that a

man of any tolerable capacity or thought (and Tertullian was

a man of no mean abilities) could scarce have been capable

of admitting them. Wherefore they are to be commended, who

have endeavoured to bring Tertullian out of these difficulties,

and to reconcile, if possible, the seeming repugnances. Thero

was one way left for it, which the excellent Bishop Bull, and

after him the learned Le Nourry, has taken. Tertullian is

known to have distinguished between Ratio and Sermo, both

of them names of the selfsame Aoyos, considered at different

times, under different capacities ; first as silent and unoperating,

alone with the Father, afterwards proceeding, or going forth from

the Father ; to operate in the creation. With this procession he

Bibl. Patr. torn. 4. Prudentius. Hymn,

xi. p. 44. Rupertus Tuitiensis. Pseud-

Ambros. de Fid. Orthod. cap. ii.

P- 349-

1 Bull. D. F. sect. iii. cap. 10.

a Deura iramutabilem et informa-

bilem credi necesae est, ut aeternum.

Tranafiguratio autem interemptio eat

pristini. Omne enim quodcunque

transfiguratur in aliud, desinit esse

quod fuerat, et incipit esse quod non

erat. Deus autem neque desinit esse,

neque aliud potest esse. Sermo autem

Deus j et Sermo Domini manet in

aevum, perseverando scilicet in sua

forma. Ado. Prax. cap. 27. Vid. Bull,

p. 245.
b Neque enim proximi erimus

opinionibus nationum, quae si quando

coguntur Deum confiteri, tamen et

alios infra ilium volunt. Divinitas

autem gradum non habet, utpote

unica. Contr. Hermog. cap. 7. Deus

non erit dicendus, quia nee credendus,

nisi summum magnum. Nega Deum

quern dicis deteriorem. Contr. Marc.

lib. i. cap. 6.
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supposes (as do many others) the Sonship properly to commence.

So that though the Logos had always existed, yet he became

a Son in time; and in this sense there was a time when the

Father had no Son ; he had his Aoyos, his living substantial

Logos, his 2o<£fa, with whom he conversed, as his Counsellor :

but the Logos was not yet a Son, till he came out to create.

This notion of a temporal Sonship was what Tertullian endea

voured to make some use of in his dispute with Hermogenes, who

asserted matter to be eternal, unmade, and unbegotten ; in short,

self-existent in the highest sense. Tertullian thought it might be

an argument ad hominem, against Hermogenes, that he hereby

made matter in some sense higher than even God the Son ;

while he supposed it absolutely underived, and in no sense

derived or begotten at all ; which was more than could be said of

God the Son, who was begotten, and proceeded of the Father.

This appears to have been Tertullian's real and full meaning,

however he happened, in the prosecution of the argument, to run

some expressions rather too far ; as is often seen in the heat of

dispute, in very good writers. Allowing him only the favour of

a candid construction, he may at length be made consistent ;

and his other expressions stand without contradiction : and he

has the greater right to it, upon the principles of common

equity ; since one obscure passage ought never to be set against

many, and plain ones.

You proceed to obviate a passage which we are wont to cite

for the equality. I have cited others stronger and fuller, which

you have not took notice of. Your correction ofpatrem forparent,

is what I had met with before, and it seems to me very just.

But your quotation from his book de Jejuniis, to take off the

force of the words cequat etjungit, does not so well satisfy me:

because there is a great deal of difference betwixt cequat when

used absolutely, and when only in a certain respect. However,

as 1 never insisted upon the force of the word cequat in that

place, nor have any occasion for it, after so many other more

certain and less exceptionable evidences of Tertullian's making

Father and Son one God supreme ; so I shall not be at the

trouble to inquire further about it.

Our next author is,

A.D. 240. Hippolytus.

This writer you bear somewhat hard upon : spurious and

interpolated are the names you give him. 1 must first see upon

what grounds ; and then proceed with him, if we find him
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genuine. In a note to p. 39, you are pleased to favour me with

your reasons. We need say nothing of Dr. Mill, who I presume

had never seen the Greek of Hippolytus against Noetus. Neither

need we lay any great stress upon Photius's calling the whole

piece against heresies fiifiXibapiov, a little book, as you say, since

we know not by what rules and measures Photius judged of the

greatness or littleness of a book, or to what kind of tracts he

confined the name of fiipKibapLov.. These things are slight, and

such as critics would soarce mention. I find that some very

good judges, as Tillemont and FabricTus, (I do not know how

many more,) take the piece to be genuine : t and nobody can

doubt but it is at least so in part ; as one may perceive by what

is borrowed from it by Epiphanius. The only question is about

interpolations. Mr. Whiston was so sanguine as to say, he had

evidently demonstrated*, that it was one half of it interpolated, and

by an Athanasian; because Theodorit and pope Gelasius had

both of them quoted a passage out of it, which appears much

shorter there than in Hippolytus, as now published. You are

so wise as to drop Theodorit, being apprized, perhaps, that

Theodorit's quotation was not from this treatise against Noetus,

but out of another work of Hippolytus, upon the second Psalm1* :

and what great wonder is it, if an author, in two distinct tracts,

borrows from himself ; expressing the same thought here more

briefly, there more at large? Gelasius indeed refers to the

Memoria Haresium : but as his quotation is exactly the same

with Theodorit's, and probably taken from him, at second hand;

Theodorit is the more to be depended on, as being the elder, and

as being a Greek writer, and noted for his accuracy; and his

works preserved with greater care than Gelasius's. Whether

the mistake of Memoria Hceresium was Gelasius's own, or his tran

scriber's, an easy account may be given of it; since Hippolytus's

piece against heresies was the most noted of any, and was pre

served entire for a long season, and besides really had in it a

passage very like that other out of his Comments on the Psalms ;

and it might seem no great matter, which of the pieces they

referred to. These considerations shew how little your critical

censure of a book is to be depended on : I will therefore still

continue to quote Hippolytus as genuine, till I see some better

reasons against it than you have here offered. What you hint of its

c Mr. Whiston's Answer to Lord Nottinj

ToC oyi'ov 'IttttoXutov, « T>;r tppr/vtias tov /3. y^aXpov.

 

1, p. 10.
;orf. Dial. 11. p. 167.
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being changed into a homily in latter times, is sufficiently an

swered by Fabricius, vol. ii. p. 6. Let us now see what Hippo-

lytus has to offer in relation to our main dispute.

I produced the passages which I most insist upon (to prove

that Father and Son are one God) in my Defence, first briefly,

(vol. i. p. 287.) and afterwards more at large in my Sermons,

abovo, p. 182, &c. whither, to save myself the trouble of repeating,

I beg leave to refer the reader. You have some pretended

counter-evidence to produce, as usual, in order to evade the force

of what I offered. You say, (p. 90,) that " though he seems to

" aim at including the Son and Spirit ; in some sense in the one

" God," (it is well however that he does not aim at excluding

them, having quite other intentions than you have,) " yet he

" expressly ascribes to the Father, not a priority of order only,

" but a real supremacy of authority and dominion." Where are

your proofs? The first is, that he talks of the Father's com

manding, the Son obeying: so did Athanasius, Basil, Cyril,

Hilary, Marius, Victorinus, and others6, who notwithstanding

would have detested your notion : for they never suspected any

thing of subjection or servility in it, but only a different order or

manner of operating, so far as concerns the work of creation ;

and a voluntary condescension, or oUovoixia, as to other matters.

But Hippolytus says, by this Trinity the Father is glorified.

No doubt of it, since nothing can be more for his glory, than to

have two such divine and glorious Persons proceeding from him,

and ever abiding with him : and they that lessen this glory,

lessen him ; who, in a certain sense, is the to -nav. You add, as

from Hippolytus, that the Father "begat the Son" (that is, sent

or shewed him to the world, which is Hippolytus's meaning')

" when he willed, and as he willed." Undoubtedly in Hip

polytus's sense, just as he sent him to be incarnate of the blessed

Virgin, " when he willed, and as he willed." All you have

further material, I have answered above. You wiH never be

able to shew, that either subordination, or ministration, or the

Son's condescending to become man, and in that capacity a

servant to the Father, is at all inconsistent with tho notion of

both the Persons being one God supreme. You make a show of

c See my Sermons, p. 63 of this iavra, aaparov rt fivra to KTifapevip

volume. Koo~pM. oparov ffoift—(pies (K (pioros

Or Bull. D. F. p. 80. et alibi. ytvvav npoijicfv rij xrio-fi xipiov, rov

Or Petavius de Trin. lib. ii. cap. 7. tbiov vovv, avrtp p.6vo) npoTcpov oparov

f "OTf Tj6(\ria(v, xa6i>s i]6i\r)<jiv, {nrdpxovra, &c. Htpp. contr. Nott.

c8fi£f top \uyov ciitrov—\vyov c^av fV p. 13.
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producing the ancients against me; whereas, in reality, you can

pick nothing from them more than I am ready to allow, as well

as they: and you endeavour to turn what they and I agree

equally in, against them, as well as me, by the imaginary strength

of two or three false maxims, which you have laid down to your

self, as so many principles of reason. It might be pleasant to

observe, what a dance you are leading us through Scripture and

Fathers, and all for amusement; while the true secret of the

business is kept behind the scenes.

The case lies here. Scripture and Fathers agree in these three

things, as I also do. i. That the Son, from the time of his

incarnation, was really subject, in one capacity or other, to God.

2. That before his incarnation he ministered to the Father ; as

well in the creation, as in all transactions between God and man.

3. That, as a Son, he is subordinate to the Father, referred to

him as his Head. Now your way is to take one or more of these

three premises, and from thence to draw your inference against

the Son's being God supreme. This inference you draw from these

premises, first, as found in Scripture. The same inference you

draw from the same premises, as found perhaps in Justin Martyr;

the same inference again from the same premises, as found in

Irenaeus ; and so quite through the Fathers. But a man may

ask, since the premises are taken for granted on both sides, might

it not be a much shorter and clearer way, to wave further proof

of the premises from Scripture and Fathers, and to lay all the

stress upon making out the inference, in a set dissertation to that

purpose? Right: but then every body would see (what is not to

be told) that it is not Scripture or Fathers you depend on, but

philosophy; which, while you mix it all the way with Scripture

and antiquity, is not thought to be, what it really is, the true

source and spring of the opposition you make to us ; and which,

while it is behind the curtain unperceived, is yet the only thing

that raises all the disturbance. But to proceed.

A. D. 249. Origen.

Origen, one of the most learned and considerable writers of

his age, was another voucher I had produced for the truth of the

doctrine that Father and Son are one God!. I have before vin

dicated the true construction of the passages, and have observed,

1 "Era otv Ofw; i>r airo&tbaitajuv, " worship one God, the Father and

top TTartpa Kai t&p vwi> dtpanfvoptv. " the Son."

(brig, contr. Cels. p. 386. » See what I have said above ; and

" We therefore, as we have shewn, comparemySermons,p.i82.ofthisvol.

WATBBLAND, VOL. II. H h
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from the circumstances, of what moment such a resolution as

that of Origen, in so critical and nice a point, (on which de

pended the grand question of Polytheism between Christians and

Pagans,) is, and ought to be, when duly considered. You pre

tend, p. 82, it is not clear that Origen's words must bear my

sense. 1 do not wonder at your holding out in such a place as

this : it must trouble you to find yourself condemned in the most

important article of all ; and that by Origen too, whom you

would have to be a favourer of you, as he is much a favourite

with you. But as to the sense of his words, it is so exceeding

clear, from the whole scope and context, that nothing can be

more so. See what I have said above. What then must be

done next? Still you say, admitting my construction, it is not to

my purpose. What ! not to my purpose that Father and Son

are one God ; which is what I quoted it for? And if they are one

God, they are one God supreme. You add, that Origen, in that

very place, " explains at large how the Father and Son are one,

" and also what sort of worship is to be paid the Son." The

sense, you pretend, is, " that Christians still worshipped but one

" God," (the Father, I suppose, you mean,) " because they wor-

" shipped the Father by or through the Son.'1'' Ridiculous : for

so Celsus and all the wiser Pagans worshipped but one God;

because they worshipped the one supreme, by and through all

their other deities. How then did this answer clear the Christ

ians from the worship of ©eovs, Gods, more than the Pagans?

Was Origen no wiser than to expose himself and his cause to

ridicule, by so weak a reply ? The strength of his solution rests

entirely upon this, that Father and Son are but one God ; and

therefore the Christians worshipped not many : he takes in both,

to make the iv, the unum, the one thing worshipped : otherwise

there was no occasion for saying that they were one ; one in

nature, (as I understand by this instance of believers, who were

all of the same nature, and as such equal,) and one also in concord,

agreement, and sameness of will : which is the very account

which Post-Nicene Fathers also give of the Unity ; as Hilary,

Epiphanius, Cyril of Jerusalem, Gregory Nyssen. and Austin,

referred to in my Defence h. I shall here only cite the last of

them', who may speak for all the rest. I shall have occasion

h Defence, vol. i. p. 485, &c. essent, et consensione non essent ; non

1 Hi tres, quia unius substantia; summe unum essent : si vero natura

sunt, unum sunt ; et summe unum ubi dispares essent, unum non essent.

nulla naturarum, nulla est diversitas Augustin. contr. Max. lib. ii. p. 698.

voluntatum. Si autem natura unum Etiam nos quippe incomparabilem
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hereafter to discourse you fully upon the head of worship, and to

vindicate Origen from your misrepresentations. It may suffice,

for the present, to say, that the considering the two Persons

under distinct offices (a good rule for the regulating the direction

of our prayers) is no argument either against the Son's being

supreme God, (which is no word of office,) or for two worships,

sovereign and inferior, which you contend for.

The other passages of Origen which you refer me to (in pages

4, 5, 10, 23, 28, 31, 49, 56, 70.) are most of them taken from

Origen's less accurate, or interpolated writings ; which are of no

weight, any further than they agree with his piece against Celsus.

And what you have out of that very piece has been mostly

answered by Bishop Bull, and is not to your purpose.

The passage you quote (p. 10.) shews one advantage the

Christians had, that they could plead a command for the worship

of Christ, which the Pagans could not for their deities : not

that this was all they had to say, but it was something, and too

considerable to be omitted. What you cite, p. 24, I answered

in my Defence, (p. 488,) referring also, in my later editions, to

Bishop Bull and Mr. Binghamk. What you have, p. 28, is only

that God the Son was sent. Your citation, p. 31, is answered

by Bishop Bull1. What you have, p. 49, is full for a perfect

equality of all essential greatrtessm, and therefore is directly

against you. And I must charge it on you as a false and

groundless report of Origen, when you say (p. 83.) that he is

one who in his whole works does " most fully, clearly, and

" expressly insist on the direct contrary to my notion." So far

from it, that in his latest, best, and most certainly genuine work,

he is all the way directly contrary to your notion, and conform

able to mine ; as Bishop Bull has abundantly demonstrated :

nor have you so much as pretended to confute what the Bishop

has said.

I cited Cyprian in my Sermons", in proof of the three Persons

consensual voluntatis, atcjue individual 0! ev Xp«mj> KarripTio-)Uvoi, lis r^>

Sancti, confitemur; propter quod dici- Theod. Dial. IV. ad Maced. torn. v.

mus, Hsec Trinitas unus est Deus. p. 373.

August, contr. Max. lib. ii. p. 720. k Bull. Def. F. p. 121. Bingham,

See my Defence, vol. i. p. 488. Orig. Eccl. lib. xiii. cap. 2. p. 45.

To the same purpose speaks Theo- 1 Bull. Def. F. p. 262.

dorit, or Maximus. m See above, p. 414.

Eh Ot&t oix »f Tptwvvpot, aXX' as " Sermon VIII. p. 183 of this vol.

A. D. 256. Cyprian.

 

et Spiritus
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being one God. He does not use the very words, but he suffi

ciently intimates the thing. I shall not here repeat what I said,

but refer the reader to it.

A. D. 260. Dionysius of Rome, with his clergy.

This author I also cited in my Sermons0. We have but a

small fragment of him preserved by Athanasius : but it is of

admirable use for shewing the doctrine of the Trinity, as pro

fessed by the Church of Christ at that time. Sabellius, who had

started up but a few years before, gave occasion to the Church

to reconsider and to clear this article.

One may see from Dionysius, not only what speculations some

at that time had, but also what were approved, and what not.

We have no less than four hypotheses there intimated : and all

condemned but the one only true one.

1 . One was the Sabellian, making the Son the Father, and the

Father the SonP ; which Dionysius condemns.

2. A second was of those who, in their extreme opposition to

Sabellianism, made rptis ipxos, three principles ; and, of conse

quence, rpeis vnoiTTacrfis £eWs £AA7jA<i>i> Travr&itao-i Ke\o)pto-p.(vas,

three independent, separate Hypostases, unallied to each other, and

not united in one head. This is condemned as Tritheism ; and

as being near akin to the Mardonite doctrine of three principles ;

(against which I presume the Canon, that goes under the name

of apostolicall, was first made ;) and which Dionysius censures

as diabolical' doctrine. Here it is observable, that we meet

with three Hypostases, first introduced in the third century, in

opposition to the Noetian and Sabellian doctrine of one Hypostasis,

and thought very proper to express the sense of the Church;

provided the Hypostases were not made separate, as so many

heads, or principles. For the Church has always condemned the

notion of rptIs ap^iKal vnooT&o-ds*. Origen is, I think, the first

writer now extant that makes mention of two or more Hypostases

in the Trinity.

3. A third opinion which some were likewise apt to fall into,

in opposition to Sabellius, was to make the Father only the one

God ; reducing the Son, and, of consequence, the Holy Ghost, to

0 Sermon VIII. p. 184 of this vol. r MapxiWor yap tov parat&ppovos

P O fxiv yap (2a#e'XXio t ) fi\aa(f»ipfi, bitaypa, fit rpfIr ap\as rijt povap^iat

aiirbv tov vibv aval \tyav tov nartpa, Top?}? xai dialpto-iv, naiitvpa bv SiajSo-

koi tpncikiv. p. 231. Xikov, &c. Dtonys. p. 231.

q Apo8t.Can.49.ubidamnaturquis- s See Basil, de Sp. S. p. 130.

quia baptizaverti in rptts avdpxovt.
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the condition ofprecarious beings, or creatures. But this also is

condemned by Dionysius, in smart terms, as blasphemy1 in a very

high degree.

4. After rejecting the former three false and heretical tenets,

he at length gives us the true faith of the Church, to this pur

pose. " Therefore it concerns us by all means not to divide the

" venerable divine Unity (or Monad) into three Deities, nor to

" lessen the superlative majesty and greatness of our Lord by

" making him a creature ; but to believe in God the Father

" Almighty, and in Christ Jesus his Son, and in the Holy Ghost;

" and that the Word is united with the God over all : for, he

" says, ' I and my Father are one ;' and ' I am in the Father,

" and the Father in me.' So shall the divine Trinity, as also

" the sacred doctrine of the Unity, be preserved"." This was

his decision of that important article ; which he had also ex

pressed before in words to the same effect, which may here also

be cited. " The divine Word must of necessity be united with

" the God of the universe, and the Holy Ghost abide and dwell

" in God ; and the divine Trinity be gathered togethor and

" united into one, as into a certain Head, I mean the God of the

" universe, the Almighty"."

You will observe how the Unity is solved by Dionysius, not

by making the Son and Holy Ghost subject to the Father, but

by including them in the Father ; not by the Father's governing

them, but by his containing and comprehending them. And

though Dionysius styles the Father the God of the universe,

and emphatically tiavTOKp&Tatp, he at the same time declares the

Son to be strictly God, or no creature : and he does not after

wards weakly retract what he had said of the Son, by throwing

him again out of the one Godhead; but wisely and consistently

takes him in, as " one with the Father," included in him, and

reckoned to him. These were true and Catholic principles sixty

' BXuaxprjfiov oiv, ov to tv)(6v, peyt- e'yit yap, <j>lo-i, <rai 6 irarrip, ev e'o-peV

o-rov pev oiv, x"ponob]Tov, Tptmov Tiva, xat e'yoi ev r<p warpi, <ca< 6 itarijp ev

Xeyetv tov Kvpiov. el yap yeyovev v'tos, e'pot' ovra yap av Kin ij Beta Tptas, xat

fjv ore oitK 7jv aToiro)TtiTov Be tovto. to aytov Krjpvypa rqs povap\tas oVicrci-

Dionys. p. 233. £otro. Dionys. p. 232.

a Ovr oZv Karapeptfciv xpri els Tpets x 'HvaaBat yap avdyxi] t<3 ©f<5 Toiv

Be6rnTasTr)v6avuao-TriVKa'tBetavpovaoa' okov Toy Betov Xoyov' eutpt\ox">peiv Be

ovre -oiijirf 1 Kwkvetv to d£ta>pa, xat to rcji Of cj Kat evBiaiTaaBat Bet to aytov

xmepjidWov ptyeBos tov xvplov' aXXa wvevpa' fjBe (cat ttjv Beiav TptdBa els eva

iremorevKevat els Qeov irartpa navro- aanep els xopviprjv Tiva, tov Qeov tg>v

Kpdropn xat els Xptorov '\rfaovv tov S\a>v tov ■navroKpa.Topa Xtya, avy«-

vlov airov, xat els to aytov mievpa, <pa\ntova6ai re xat ovvayeotiat iraoa

rftmerOat Be tu Qey r&vokav rov^oyov' avar/xi). p. 231. Athan. vol. i.
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years before Arius was heard of ; and they will be such while

the world stands.

I might here add the other Dionysius of the same age, and

witness of the same faith. But, having produced him twice

before, once in my Sermonsy, and again in these papers', I shall

here pass him over.

A. D. 3 1 8. Lactantius.

I had barely referred to this author, as an evidence of the

Church's faith, that Father and Son are one God, and that the

Son is not excluded by the texts of the Unity : and of this he is

as full and plain an evidence as it is possible for a man to be,

however he may differ in other points ; as 1 never pretended to

say he did not. But here you exclaim, (p. 83,) of the " strange

" abuse made of quotations and second-hand representations."

One would think you had had some such book as Scripture Doc

trine before you ; which would indeed have furnished you with

" variety of strange abuses*.1' And had you found one, by

chance, in me, you might have spared the exclamation for the

Doctor's sake. But to proceed : we may learn this from Lac

tantius, that the common way of answering the charge of

Tritheism was, not by excluding the Son from being one God

with the Father, but by including both in the one Godh. We

learn further, that they are comubsfanfial to each other, and to

be adored together as one God. Nevertheless, since Lactantius

had elsewhere dropped some expressions which appeared hardly,

if at all defensible, I never laid much stress upon Lactantius1s

y Sermon VIII. p. 185 of this vol.

1 See above, p. 419.

8 See the Doctor's manner of quot

ing exposed in my Defence, vol. i. p.

533.
b Cum dicimu8 Deum Patrem, et

Deum Filium, non diversum dicimus,

nec utrumque secernimus, quia nec

Pater sine Filio esse potest, nec Filius

a Patre secemi : siquidem nec Pater

sine Filio nuncupari, nec Filius potest

sine Patre generari. Cum igitur et

Pater Filium faciat, et Filius Patrem,

una utrique mens, unus Spiritus, et

una substantia est. Sed ille quasi

exuberans fons est, hie tanquam de-

fluens ab eo rivus ; ille tanquam sol,

hie tanquam radius a sole porrectus :

qui quoniam summo Patri et fidelis et

chains est, non separatur, sicut nec

rivus afonte, nec radius a sole, quia et

aqua fontis in rivo est, et solis lumen

in radio : asque nec vox ab ore sejungi,

nec virtus aut manus a corpore divelli

potest. Cum igitur a prophetis idem

manus Dei, et virtus, et sermo dicatur,

utique nulla discretio est: quia et

lingua sermonis ministra est, et manus

in qua est virtus, individum sunt cor

poris portiones. Lact. lib. iv. cap. 29.

Filius et Pater, qui unanimes inco-

lunt mundum, Deus unus est ; quia et

unus tanquam Duo, et Duo tanquam

unus Unum Deum esse tarn Pa

trem quam Filium Ksaias ostendit, &c.

Ad utramque personam referens, in-

tulit, prater me non est Deus, cum

posset dicere prater nos merito

unus Deus uterque appellatur, quia

quicquid est in Patre ad Filium trans-

fluit, et quicquid est in Filio a Patre

descendit. Lib. iv. cap. 29.
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authority, as to the main question : though I might with a much

better right have done it than you generally lay claim to Fatlwrs,

while you think it sufficient if you can but cite a passage or two

which you imagine to be on your side ; never regarding how to

reconcile many other much stronger ones against you. I am

persuaded, if I have been to blame, it has been on the modest

side ; not insisting so far upon Lactantius as I might justly have

done. I shall now examine whether you have not claimed a

great deal too much, and I too little, in respect of this author.

It is certain you can never make him a consistent evidence on

your side. You can never reconcile his consubstantiality, and his

doctrine of the two Persons being one Ood, to your principles ;

so that you have little reason to boast of an evidence which at

best is not for you, but either against you, or else null and none :

and could you have been content to have had him set aside,

without insulting me upon it, I might perhaps have let you

pass. But now I shall examine what right you have to him.

You say, p. 55, and again, p. 86, that his sense of una substantia

is not clear, and that it might not perhaps be taken in the

metaphysical sense. But nothing can be clearer than his sense

of una substantia, both from his similitudes (as that of the same

water in fountains and streams, and the same light in the sun and

its rays.) as also from the name of Manus given to the Son of

God, and his observing that the tongue and hands are individum

corporis portiones, undivided parcels of the same body. Where,

though the comparison be gross, and the explication savouring

too much of corporeal imaginations ; yet the meaning is evident,

that he intended the selfsame substance, both in kind and in

number, to belong to Father and Son ; as much as you design

the same substance in kind and in number, of any two parts of the

one extended divine substance. You observe also, (p. 55,) that

Lactantius makes angels to be from the " substance of God." If

ho did, he has disparaged a certain truth relating to the Son of

God, by mixing with it a foolish Manichcean error about angels ;

having been imposed upon by some heretical books. Yet Lac

tantius has no where said what you affirm of him. He has no

where said that angels are " of God's substance,1" as he has said

plainly of God the Son. You can only collect it from obscure

hints and dark innuendos. He uses some coarse comparisons

about God's breathing out angels, and speaking out his Son. But

he never pretends that angels are one substance, or one God with
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the Father. He says of the Son, that he was conceived in

the mind of the Father, (mente conceperat,) which he never says

of angels. He says of angels, that they were " created for

" service of the Son, he only says, that he proceeded0. In a

word, allowing only for his including the Son and angels together

under the general name of breathings, which may mean no more

than productions, and differing infinitely in kind, though agreeing

in the common name ; (as yfvrjTa likewise is a name compre

hending things that proceed by creation or generation, in time or

eternally,) I say, allowing only this, there appears nothing in

Lactantius but what may fairly stand with his other principles,

above recited d. For if, according to Lactantius, God breathed,

that is, produced his So-n from his own substance, but breathed, or

produced angels not from his own substance, but from nothing, as

he breathed into man a soule; (Gen. ii. 7.) then there is no

further ground for your censure upon him. That this was really

his meaning, and all his meaning, I incline to think, as for

several reasons before hinted, so also for this, that in the very

chapter of the Epitome (cap. 42.) you refer tof, he makes a

manifest difference between the production of the Son and of

angels. The Son was de eeternitatis sua; fonte, and de Spiritu

suo. There was not only breathing, but breathing from the very

" fountain of his eternity ;" that is, from his own substance :

whereas angels are only said to be de suis spiritibus, from his

breathings. So he makes it the peculiar privilege of God the

Son, that he was breathed out, tanquam rivus de fonte, and

ex Deo Deuss : which he never says of angels, any more than

of human souls ; which he also derives de vitali fonte perennis

Spiritus^, from the fountain of his breathings, but not from his

substance ,• as I have also remarked of Tertullian above. Indeed

most of the Fathers laid great stress upon the text in Genesis

c Ad ministerium Dei creabantur. bus angelis quos idem Deus de suis

Ille vero, cum sit et ipse spiritus, ta- spiritibus figuravit, solus in consor-

men cum voce et sono ex Dei ore tium gummas potestatis adscitus est,

processit, &c. Lib. iv. cap. 8. Comp. solus Deus nuncupatus. Lactant.

cap. 6. Epit. cap. 42. p. 104, 105.

Vid. Nourrium, Appar. ad Bibl. s Lactant. Instit. lib. iv. cap. 8.

fonte, deque divino ac perenni spiritu sui spiritum, qui esset dribus Patris

suo, (ilium sibi progenuit, incorrup- prceditus, lib. ii. cap. 9.

turn, fidelem.virtuti ac majestati patriae h Lactant. Instit. lib. ii. cap. 12.

respondentem Denique ex otnni- p. 182.

 



Qu. u. 473OF SOME QUERIES.

ii. 7. God's breathing into man's nostrils the " breath of life ;" a

privilege peculiar to man above the animal creation': something

of God's own infusing and inspiring, something of a purer and

diviner substance, spiritual and enduring ; the breath of the

Almighty, a resemblance, a shadow, an imperfect copy of the

Divinity itself. Thus far the Fathers carried the notion : and

you seem to have mistaken it for the Marcionite and Manichcean

notion of souls being the very substance of God : a notion which

the Fathers detested j and I doubt not, Lactantius among the

rest.

Your next objection against Lactantius is, that he supposed

the Son to be only mentally contained in God, and afterwards

begotten into a Person. You ground your conjecture upon

a passage which you cite p. 88. and again, p. 120. I have cer

tainly a better right here to say that the sense is not clear, than

you had with relation to una substantia: and the liberty you

take of translating comprehendit in effigiem, (or ad effigiem, as

some editions have it,) formed into a real Person, is pretty ex

traordinary. The learned Le Nourry gives a quite different

construction of that obscure passage ; and which to me appears

more probable than yours. But supposing the author to have

expressed himself somewhat crudely in this place, in relation to

the Son's generation, (which he at the same time professes to

be inexplicable,) you very well know that the same author

elsewhere speaks as crudely even of the Father himself ; whom he

supposes to have had a beginning, and to have made himself. His

words are, " Since it cannot otherwise be, but that whatever

" exists must have sometime begun to be, it follows, that since

" nothing was before him, he must have sprung from himself,

" Deus ipse se fecit, God made himself." Lactant. lib. i. cap. 7.

1 To piv aXXa KtXtvav povov nwm'ij- AnimsB suae umbram, Spiritus sui

Ktv, tov &i i^Mmw 8t avrov i\eipovp- auram, oris sui operam. Tertull. de

yriafv, mm ri aura Xiiov ivttyvo-naev Resurr. Cam. cap. 7-

oiTtp t'n<pv<rrina \tyerai 6cov. Clem. Intellige afflatum minorem Spiritu

Alex. p. 101. esse ; etsi de Spiritu accidit, ut auru-

"Os yt (ecu tov (ptpvo-tiparos tv rjj lam ejus, non tamen Spiritum

ytvio-ti furaXaffe iv avayeypairrai, Kada- capit etiain imaginem Spiritus dieere

pa>T(pas oio-ias wapa rd SXXa {i>a pi- flatum, nam et ideo homo imago Dei,

Tourxutv. Clem. Alex. p. 698. id est Spiritus. Deus enim Spi-

Incorporales aniraae, quantum ad ritus . In hoc erit imago minor

comparationem mortalium coq>orum. veritate, et afflatus Spiritu inferior,

lnsuffiamt enim infaciem hominis Deus habens illas utique lineas Dei, qua

fiatum vita . Flatus autem vitae immortalis anima, qua libera et sui ar-

incorporalis. Sed ne mortalem qui- bitrii, &c. tamen in his imago, et non

dem possunt dicere ipsum fiatum vit<e usque ad ipsarn vim divinitatis. Tert.

existentem. Irenceus, p. 300. con<r. Marc. lib. ii. cap. 9.
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This is strange divinity: but the author was a novice; and

he at other times talks in a soberer manner. He ought there

fore to be interpreted with candour, and with some grains of

allowance. If you take advantage of every obscure or uncau-

tious expression, you will make him as heterodox in respect of

the real divinity of the Father, as you suppose him to be with

regard to the Son. But if you please to interpret him with

candour, and to explain any obscure or incidental passage by

what is plain, and is expressed more at large ; he may then per

haps be found, upon the whole, sound and orthodox in relation

both to the Father and Son. You next speak (p. 89.) of the

Son's entire subjection and obedience to the will and commands

of the Father : yet taking no notice of Lactantius vindicating

to both the same inseparable honour, as being one Godk. The

subjection you mention is intended only of what was since the

incarnation, and therefore nothing to the purpose. And as to

Christ's not setting himself up for another God, (which appears

to be Lactantius's real and full meaning in the passage you

cite1,) I suppose it may be admitted without any scruple. Or

at most, it can amount to no more than this; that in the opinion

of Lactantius, Christ (during his state of humiliation) never

called himself God, lest he should thereby give offence, and

be misconstrued as preaching up another God. How otherwise

shall the Apostles or Lactantius himself be justified (by that

way of reasoning) in giving the title and character of God to

Christ?

I conclude with repeating what I before said, that admitting

some things in Lactantius (a catechumen only, and not fully in

structed) to be such as do not perfectly agree with Catholic prin

ciples ; yet on the other hand it must be confessed, that there

are many other things taught by him, which can never be

tolerably reconciled with yours m : so that you have the less

k Duo esse dicentur, in quibus sub- venerat, separare. Lactant. lib. iv.

stantia, et voluntas, et fides una est. p. 354.

Ergo et Filius per Patrem, et Pater Vid. Nourrii Apparat. vol. ii. p.

per Filium. Unus est honos utrique 799.

tribuendus, tanquam uni Deo, et ita m Solus habet rerum omnium cum

dividendus est per duos cultus, ut Filio suo potestatem : nec in angelis

divisio ipsa compage inseparabili vin- quicquam nisi parendi necessitas.

ciatur; neutrum sibi relinquit, qui Lact. Inst. lib. ii. cap. 16. p. 197.

aut Patrem a Filio, aut Filium a Patre " The Father alone, with his Son,

secernit. Lactant. Epit. cap. 49. p. " has dominion over all : nor doth

140, 141. " any thing belong to the angels, but

1 Fuisset enim hoc non ejus qui " the necessity of obeying."

miserat, sed suum proprium negotium Here Lactantius plainly ascribes

gerere, ac se ab eo, quern illustratum one common dominion to the Father
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reason to boast on that head. You are pleased to observe,

(p. 1 20,) that Bishop Bull gives up ;' this author as not recon-

" cilable to his opinion :" you should have said, not reconcil

able, upon the whole. For the Bishop suspected some passages

to have been foisted in, being not reconcilable with others ;

or else that the author himself, being a very raw divine, had

fallen into gross contradictions. But Bishop Bull insisted upon

it that some passages of Lactantius were directly opposite to

the men of your principles, and not reconcilable with Arianism :

as they certainly are not.

A. D. 335. Eusebius.

We now come to a man that lived after the rise of the Avian

heresy ; and who is supposed by all sides and parties to have

had a tincture of it more or less ; and especially in his writings

before the Council of Nice. A testimony therefore from him in

proof of the Father and Son being one God is the more con

siderable ; since nothing could extort it from him, but either the

force of truth, or the strength of tradition, or the currency and

prevalence of that persuasion in his time. And which soever of

these it were, it is very much to my purpose, though Eusebius

might at other times contradict it. I cited Socrates" for the

truth of the fact, that Eusebius himself confessed one God in

three Hypostases : nor do I see any reason to suspect his credit.

He had his account, as he declares, from original letters which

passed at that time. And whatever Eusebius might privately

write, he might not have assurance enough, in public debate, to

gainsay a thing which all Catholics allowed. Any one may see,

by Eusebius's oration before Constantine, how tender he was of

dropping any thing like Arianism in the face of the Catholics,

who, he knew, would not bear it. He there speaks as orthodoxly

of the blessed Trinity as a man can reasonably desire. His

words are : " The ternary number first shewed justice, teaching

" equality ; having equal beginning, middle, and end : and these

" are a representation of the mystical, most holy, and majestic

" Trinity ; which compacted of a nature that had no beginning,

" and is uncreated, contains in it the seeds, reasons, and causes

" of all things that have been made. And the power of the

and the Son ; and intimates, that God between him and angels.

the Son is exempt from any necessity n Socrat. Eccles. Hist. lib. i. cap.

of obedience by the opposition made 23.
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" number Three is rightly styled the apyj), the source of all

" things"."

Thus far Eusebius : and he that could say this, (which is

really stronger,) may very well be supposed to say the other,

which Socrates reports of him. Now, either Eusebius was

sincere in what he has here said, or he was not. If he was, then

he is an evidence on my side, and I have a right to claim him as

such : if he was not, still it shews what the prevailing doctrine

was, and which Eusebius durst not but comply with in his public

speech; and this is an additional confirmation of Socrates's

report, which relates to what Eusebius acknowledged in public

conferences. The same also is confirmed by his subscribing the

Nicene faith, drawn up upon the same principles which I am

here defending.

Let this suffice in proof of my third article, that the ancients

have all along believed and taught, that Father and Son are one

God; and therefore God the Son was never thought to be

excluded from the one Godhead by the texts which concern the

Unity. I have waved all disputable authorities: but because

there are some considerable testimonies in Ruinarfs select Acts

of Martyrs, which though not so certainly genuine as those

before given, have yet no certain mark of spuriousness, I may

throw them into the margin v, for the reader to judge of as he

sees cause. There can hardly be any clearer, or less contested

point than this I have been mentioning. It runs, in a manner,

quite through the Fathers down to the times of Arius. The

only writer I have met with within this compass, that can with

any show of reason be thought to make an exception, is Novatian,

Presbyter of Rome ; who, with Novatus of Carthage, in the year

° Uparrj if rptas SiKawa-vyriv dw-

&((£«', itrdnjTOf Ku6nyi]0~aiitvn' as av

dpxijv, Kai \ito~ornra, Kai rt\evrfiv Iotjv

dvoKafioito~a' ttKav 6i ravra p.vo~riKrjSf

Kai iravayias, Kai /3a<rtXiKr}r rpiddos' fj

rijr dvdp\ov Kai dytvrjrov (pvatas i)p-

rnpm), Trjr r£>v ytvT)rmv imdvrwv ov-

aias ra oireppara, Kai rods \6yovs, Kai

ras airias dirriXntpe' Kai rptdSos p.fv

dvvapAS eiKoras av apa Tcavrbs dp^fj

vop.ta6elt). Euseb. Orat. Paneg. cap.

6. p. 730.
Conf. Jobiura, apud Pliotium.

Cod. 223. ]>. 605, 612.

Ti)s rov opOoyuviov rpiywvov

fuas, oirtp itrriv dp\^l "jr ran o\a>v

ymnw. Phil, de Vit. Contempt.p. 899.

P Christum cum Patre et Spiritu

Sancto, Deum esse confiteor. Act.

Epipodii Mart. A. D. 178. Ruin. p. 76.

Dominum enim Christum confiteor,

Filium altissimi Patris, unici unicum.

Ipsum cum Patre et Spiritu Sancto,

Unum solum Deum esse profiteor.

Act. Vincentii Mart. A. D. 304. apud

Ruinart. p. 369.

Patrem et Filium et Spiritum Sanc

tum adoro : Sanctam Trinitatem

adoro, praeter quam non est Deus.

Acta Eupli Mart. A. D. 304. apud

Ruin. p. 407.

Adorem Trinitatem inseparabilem,

quae Trinitas Unitas Deitatis est. Id.

p. 408.
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251, began the schism called after his name; and in the year

257, or thereabout, (it could not well be sooner by his mention

ing Sabellius,) wrote a tract upon the Trinity, still extant.

That he was in the main orthodox, as to the point of the

Trinity, I think plain enough from the tract itself ; as has been

shewn also by Le Moyne, Gardiner, Bull, and other great men.

But his way of resolving the unity of Godhead into the Father

alone, (not very consistently with his comment on John xvii. 3,

if it is to be made sense of,) appears to me somewhat particular,

and not very agreeable to the Catholics of that time. He seems

to me (which I speak however with submission to better judg

ments) to have taken much such a method in explaining the

doctrine of the Trinity, as some very worthy men 1 amongst our

selves did about thirty years ago, when the controversy was rife

in England. It was to admit of a higher and a lower sense of the

word God ; the higher supposed to have nothing above the other

but self-existence or unoriginateness : the Father then was sup

posed to be God in the highest sense as unoriginate, but still the

Son and Holy Ghost each God in a sense infinitely higher than

any creature can be ; being necessarily existing, and wanting no

thing but unoriginateness- This, I say, was the scheme which

some worthy men amongst us at that time took into ; and which

Dr. Clarke has endeavoured to make some advantage of, as falling

partly in with his scheme ; though differing in the main point of

all, the necessary existence. This method of solving the Unity

was thought the more plausible, as most easily accounting for

the Father's being so often styled the one, or only God: and there

was this thing further to recommend it, that it seemed veiy

happily to stand clear of the most considerable difficulties raised

about one being three, and three one. The main charge it lay

liable to, was that of Tritheism : which yet neither Arians nor

Socinians could with any face object to it ; their respective

schemes being equally liable to the like charge ; and whatever

evasions they should contrive, the same would, with a very small

change, serve as well this, or better. But after all, to say the

truth, this scheme can never be perfectly cleared. Tritheism may

be retorted upon an Arian, as Ditheism upon a Socinian, and so

they may throw the charge back one upon another; while a

Sabellian, a Jew, or a Pagan might maintain the charge against

tham all. Nor is there any way of avoiding it, but the same

1 Bishop Fowler and others.
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which the ancient Church in general went into, viz. the including

all the three Persons in the one God. I have shewn however,

what may be justly pleaded for Novatian's orthodoxy, in the

main point, the essential divinity of all the three Persons ; though

he otherwise took a way somewhat peculiar, and almost dropped

the Unity : Unity of Godhead, I mean ; for as to Unity of sub

stance, he is clear enough for it : and therefore he seems to have

supposed Father and Son to be two Gods in one substance ;

though he never so called them, but endeavoured, in his way, to

fence off the charge as well as he could, not very judiciously

nor consistently. Upon the same scheme perhaps Eusebius's

orthodoxy so far may possibly be defended, especially as to God

the Son ; notwithstanding what the learned Montfaucon has

objected, in a dissertation to that purpose. But this by the way

only ; I shall have another opportunity, lower down, of saying

more of Eusebius. Having cleared three of the points which I

undertook, viz. that the ancients in general never thought the

exclusive terms to affect the Son, never admitted another God,

or two Gods ; but constantly supposed Father and Son together

one God ; there remains now only my fourth article, to complete

the demonstration of what I intend ; namely,

4. That the ancients applied such texts of the Old Testament

as undoubtedly belong to the one God supreme, to God the Son ;

considered in his own Person, and as really being all that those

texts in their fullest sense imply. The authors by me cited for

this purpose, in my Defence, vol. i. p. 291, &c. are Justin Martyr,

Theophilus, Irenaeus, Clemens of Alexandria, Tertullian, Hippo-

lytus, Origen, Cyprian, Novatian, the Antiochian Fathers, Lac-

tantius, and Eusebius. Most of these have been before considered

under the former article, but must now be traversed over again

upon this article also, distinct from the other.

Before you come directly to attack the general argument, you

have some previous considerations thrown in to prejudice the

reader against it : these I must take some short notice of, in the

entrance, following your method.

1 . You say, my asserting Father and Son to be the " one

" supreme God, not one in Person but in substance, is directly

" affirming two supreme Gods in Person, though subsisting in one

" undivided substance," p. 126. To which I answer, that this is

directly begging the question. One substance, with one Head,

cannot make two Gods, upon the principles of the primitive

churches: nor are your metaphysics strong enough to bear up



Qu. n. 479OF SOME QUERIES.

against their united testimonies, with Scripture at the head of

them.

2. You ask, " How comes it to pass that the ancients never

" say that Christ is the one, or only God i"

Ansic. They do say it sometimes of Christ singlyr, often of

Christ with the Father ; as hath been shewn under the last

article : besides that the making Christ the " God of Israel, &c."

is saying the same thing ; unless there be two Gods of Israel.

3. You ask, " Why do they expressly condemn the applying

" the title of the one supreme God" (God over all, you mean)

"to Christ?"

Answ. They never do condemn the applying the title of God

over all to Christ, but the applying it in a wrong sense, and

under a false meaning8, as some heretics applied it. Your

references I have answered above.

4. You object, that " all the texts I allege style the Son

" Angel, or Messenger.1" Right : and so the ancients came to

know that the texts were not meant of God the Father. The

Son is an Angel and Messenger; not by nature*, but by office,

and voluntary condescension.

5. You object, that the ancients thought it "absurd and

" blasphemous to suppose that the supreme God should appear,

" be styled an angel, &c."

Answ. Blasphemous only for the supreme Father to appear ;

who could not submit to an inferior office (as they thought)

without inverting the order of the Persons. See my Answer to

Dr. Whitby, above, p. 251, &c. And I may observe that the

Post-Nicene writers, who undoubtedly believed the essential

divinity of Christ, yet talked the same way upon that head".

r See my Sermons, p. 96, 97 of this " not of nature.—He is not therefore

volume. " to be thought an angel, like any

» See my Answer to Dr. Whitby, " Gabriel or Michael. For even the

p. 216 of this volume. " Sob is sent to the husbandmen by

' Dictus et quidem Magni Consilii " the Lord of the vineyard, as the

Angelas, id est Nuntius ; officii, non " servants are, to gather the fruits.

natura vocabulo. Non ideo tamen " But we must not therefore reckon

sic angelus intelligendus ut aliqui " the Son as one of the servants, be-

Gabriel aut Michael. Nam et Pilius a "causeofhissucceedingtotheirq^Jce."

Domino vincae mittitur ad cultores, u Pater non dicitur missus; non

sicut et famuli, de fructibus petitum. enim habet de quo sit, aut ex quo pro-

Sed non propterea unus ex famulis cedat Si voluisset Deus Pater per

deputabitur Filius, quia famuhrum subjectam creaturam, visibiliter appa-

succedit officio. Tertull. de Cam. rere, absurdissime tamen aut a Filio

Christ, cap. 14. quern genuit, aut a Spiritu Sancto

" He is called, indeed, the Angel of qui de illo procedit, missus diceretur.

" the great Council; that is, the Mes- August, de Trin. lib. iv. cap. 28,32.

senger ; which is a name of office, Vid. Prudentium, p. 165, 168.
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I may further take notice to you, that the Catholics, in their

charge of blasphemy upon the Sabellians, did not go upon any

such principle as you imagine ; that the difference of the natures

of Father and Son made it blasphemy to ascribe that to one

which might be innocently ascribed to the other, but upon quite

another foundation ; namely, that they thought it blasphemy

to ascribe any thing to the Father, seemingly derogatory, or

lessening to his Majesty, beyond what Scripture had warranted.

And as to their ascribing some inferior offices and services to

the Son, they did not justify it by alleging the inferiority of his

nature or person, but by shewing that Scripture had ascribed

those things to him, and without blaspheming. For the truth of

what I say, I appeal to Tertullian in the margin x ; who was one

of those that argued in the manner you mention : and his answer

to Praxeas, in relation to this very charge of blasphemy, in a

similar case, plainly and evidently discovers what was meant by

it ; and how little there was of what you suspect in it. For

when Praxeas, replying to the charge of blasphemy, had said

that there was no blasphemy in supposing the Father to suffer,

on his hypothesis, any more than it was blasphemy to make the

Son suffer, on the other hypothesis, since neither of them imagined

the divine nature to suffer, but the human only ; how does Ter

tullian answer ? Not by telling Praxeas of the great disparity

between Father and Son ; not by insisting upon any inequality ;

but only by alleging that Scripture warranted their ascribing

sufferings to the Son, and did not warrant their ascribing any

such to the Father.

6. You add, that the " absurdity of the supposition (in the

" manner the ancients express it) evidently arises always not

" from the consideration of paternity, but of the Fatlters su-

" premacy, his being the one supreme, self-existent, independent

" God of the universe," (p. 128.)

Answ. This being a secret piece of history which will want

proof, we may pass it over : you have told us what you would

x Ergo, inquis, et nos eadem ratione dictio factas est, non Pater,) Christum

Patrem mortuum dicentes, qua vos in Patrem convertentes, in Patrem

Filium, non blasphemarnus'mDommum blasphematis. Nos autem dicentes

Deum : non enim ex divina, sed ex Christum crucifixum, non maledici-

humana substantia, mortuum dicimus. mus ilium, sed maledictum hgis refe-

To which Tertullian thus answers : rimus ; quia nec Apostolus hoc dicens

Atquin blasphemtttis, non tantum blasphemavit. Sicut autem, de quo

quia mortuum dicitis Patrem, sed et quid capit dici, sine blasphemia dici-

quia crucifixum. Maledictione enim tur; ita quod non capit, blasphemia

crucifixi quae ex Lege in Filium com- est, si dicatur. Terlull. contr. Prax.

petit, (quia Christus pro nobis male- cap. 29.
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have said in such a case ; but the ancients, I think, had " not so

" learned Christ." Let us now proceed to see what those good

men say; and how handsomely they can plead for the divinity

of their blessed Lord.

A.D. 145. Justin Martyr.

My argument from Justin stands thus : (see my Defence,

vol. i. p. 291.) The Jehovah mentioned, Gen. xviii. 1, 13, and

Gen. xix. 24, 27. The God (6 0eos) speaking, Gen. xxi. T2.

The " Lord God of Abraham, and God of Isaac," spoken of,

Gen. xxviii. 13. "The God of Bethel," (Gen. xxxi. 13.) God,

(6 0eoy) absolutely so called, Gen. xxxv. 1. God calling out of

the bush, and saying, " I am the God of Abraham, &c." Exod.

iii. 4. 6. and " I AM that I AM," the " Lord God, &c." Exod.

iii. 14, 15. " God Almighty," mentioned Exod. vi. 3. " Lord

" of hosts," Psalm xxiv. 8, 10. The Jehovah spoken of, Psalm

xlvii. 5. The God mentioned, Psalm lxxxii. 2. and xcix. 1. is

the one true God, the one eternal God of the universe, supreme.

But, according to Justin Martyr, our blessed Lord is what hath

been said, and all that hath been said, in his own Person.

Therefore, &c.

Now let us consider what you can have to except against this

plain and evident demonstration. I have indeed already answered,

or obviated, all you have to say, in another place and therefore

shall be so much the shorter now.

You plead, that according to Justin, it were presumption to

say that the " Maker and Father of the universe left the super-

" celestial mansions, and appeared here in a little part of the

" earth." Right ; because the Father, upon their principles,

was never to be sent, or to act a ministerial part, any more than

he was to be incarnate; so that the appearing, even by visible

symbols, (which was the only kind of appearing they ascribed to

God the Son,) was not thought suitable to the first Person of

the Trinity; who, as he is from none, could not, without invert

ing the order of Persons, be sent by any. It was therefore proper,

in that economy, to assign heaven as the seat of residence to the

Father, though filling all things, and the earth to the Son, though

at the same time filling all things as well as the Father*.

I must further remind the reader, that you have not a syllable

here to plead beyond what Bishop Bull had fully and completely

y Answer to Dr. Whitby, p. 238, 1 See Tertullian above, p. 458.

&c. of this volume.
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answered long ago*. And therefore the fair way would have

been, not to bring up again those obsolete, and now stale things,

fit only to be offered to very ignorant readers, but to have set

yourself to answer what the Bishop has said ; which might have

been an employment worthy of a scholar.

You pretend it to be undeniably certain, from Justin, that

" the divine person" appearing was not the " supreme God," &c.

whereas it is undeniably certain, that he was the supreme God,

only not the supreme Father; another Person from him, not

another God, but the same God. See above.

You bid me take notice, (p. 134,) that "the beginning and

<l conclusion of every argument is to shew that Christ is not [6

" fin -navTixtv 0€os, 6 Ktfpios t5>v oKav, 6 woitjtJjs t&v oAg>i>,] but

" always subordinately Qebs /cat Ki/pioy, yeypafififvos Qeos. "Ayye-

" Xos Kal ©toy, /cat ©cos /cai Kvpios." You may fancy there is

something of weight in what you say : but all that know any

thing of Justin, know there is nothing in it. Justin uses the

several phrases you have mentioned to denote the Person of the

Father; and they amount to no more than if he had said 6

rioTijp ; only there was a cause, a very just one, as I have else

where1' intimated, why he chose the other generally, rather than

that of o nan/p,

There was therefore good reason for Justin's forming his con

clusion in the terms he did : and it had been ridiculous to do

otherwise. Yet you will find that the titles given to God the

Son in those texts which Justin cites, are as high and strong as

the highest you have mentioned, and are indeed the very same,

many of them, by which Scripture sets forth the supreme majesty,

dignity, and perfections of God the Father.

What you say of the title of Kvptos tWdpcwVj Lord of hosts,

applied to Christ in Psalm xxiv. by Justin, is rightly observed.

And therefore I have hinted above, that the title is understood

by Justin, as a name of office ; not of nature, as in the Hebrew

original: and so we cannot draw so cogent an argument from

that title, considered by Justin, as we may from the same title

as it signifies in the Hebrew. This I allow, and also that every

office is justly referred to the Father, as being first in order, and

therefore first considered in every economy and dispensation.

You further argue, that Christ was " made nafljjTos, passible,

" by the will of God, for our sakes." Very true, because he was

tt Bull, D. F. sect. iv. cap. 3. p. 267, &c.

b Answer to Dr.Whitby, p. 235 of this volume.
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made man for our sakes : not that his divine nature was passible,

any more than the Father's. Such is Justin's own account of it,

passible as manc. None of the Fathers ever thought him passible

any otherwise. But I am ashamed to remind a scholar of those

known things.

You come next to misreport Bishop Bull. You say, (p. 135,)

that " to all the places in Justin's unquestionably genuine

" writings, which thus declare the Word to be the minister of

" God's will, the learned Bishop Bull opposes one single passage

" out of an epistle to Diognetus judged to be spurious." Who

would not from hence imagine that the whole cause, in a manner,

depended on a single passage of a spurious epistle ? But this is a

most unjust representation. Let that passage or that epistle be

spurious, though if it be not Justin's, yet it is certainly very

ancient, and about the same age with Justin ; and you yourself

have quoted it, without scruple, as Justin's own, (p. 27.) The

cause stands very safe without it : and Bp. Bull has defended

Justin admirably, and unanswerably from his other certainly

genuine pieces'1. All the service that passage does, is only to

shew that Justin once expressly denies the Son to be inrnpirns.

And has he not done the same thing twenty times over, and

more, by making him the Jehovah, and God 0/ Israel, God Al

mighty, &c. But still he allows him to be \rnr)plTt\s, as he does

ayytkot, a minister and angel by office, which has nothing absurd

or improper in it ; since he condescended much lower, even to

become man.

You next give us a long passage of Bishop Bull, which shews

the great ingenuity of that excellent Prelate. You produce the

objection, which the Bishop frankly proposed, at length ; but you

mangle and misrepresent his solution of it. You say, " he thinks

" they meant no more than, &o." Thinks? He has demonstrated

that they meant no more. Bishop Bull's own last account of

this matter, in answer to Gilbert Clerke, is as follows :

" The sum of my answer is this. Those Doctors of the Church

" who wrote before the rise of Arius's heresy, as oft as they

" reason thus, It was not God the Father but the Son that

" appeared under the Old Testament, and became incarnate in

" the fulness of time ; the Father is infinite, and cannot be in-

" eluded in a place; is invisible, and cannot be seen by any;

" they did not intend to deny the Son of God to be immense and

0 lapieoiroaidtis, Ka\ avdpamos atiht)i, Just. Dial. p. 255. Sylburg.

an/105, Kai naOrjTos twe/wu/f yevfadai. d See Bull. D. F. p. 269.

i i 2
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" invisible, as well as the Father, but only signified barely that

" both all those appearances of God, and even the incarnation

" itself, had relation to the economy which the Son of God had

" taken upon him ; which economy could no way suit with the

" Father because of his having no principle from whence he is,

" nor deriving his authority from any besides himself. That

" this was the certain intent and opinion of those ancients, I

" have made appear upon these two accounts. i. Because,

" upon other occasions, they in many places all confess God the

" Son to be, as well as the Father, in his own nature, immense,

" omnipresent, and invisible. 2. And again, because some of them

" do themselves expressly interpret these their sayings of the

" economy. What therefore has Mr. Clerke to say to this""?"

The short of the matter then is, that it did not suit with the

Father to act a ministerialpart, or to be subject to any, (as Bp. Bull

expresses it elsewhere, meaning the same thing,) because he is

from none, and therefore sent from none ; lest it should be invert

ing the order of the Persons.

To this you object, (p. 139,) "the impossibility of the Father's

" being a visible messenger is not founded upon his Paternity,

" but upon his absolute supremacy; upon his being subject to

" none, which is inseparable from his being the unoriginate

" Author." But why do you change the terms ? Who ever said

that it was absolutely or physically impossible for the Father to

act as the Son did I All that is said is, that he could not do it

suitably, as not being consistent with that priority of order which

as Father he is possessed of. And it is ridiculous of you to

found his being subject to none upon his being subject to none,

which is idem per idem. But his being subject to none, that is,

his never acting a ministerial part, is founded upon this, that he

is Father, first Person, Head, from whom every thing descends ;

which order would be inverted, if the Son were to be at the head,

and the Father minister to him. Such ministration therefore is

a contradiction to his Paternity, but to nothing else.

You add, " Nor do the primitive writers ever lay the stress of

" this argument upon the relation of Paternity, but upon the

" supremacy." That is to say, they do not lay it upon the

Paternity, but upon the Paternity: for laying it upon the su

premacy of order, which he is possessed of as Father, and no

otherwise, is laying it, I think, upon the Paternity. And when

e Bull. Op. Posth. p. 972, &c.
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you add, (p. 140.) that the Fathers, in ascribing omnipresence to

the Son, did not intend thereby " to infer any equality of supreme

" independent authority;" you only shew how much you are at a

loss to make any thing like an answer to Bp. Bull's solution of

the main difficulty. For so long as the Son's omnipresence is

secured, (which seemed most to be affected by that argument,)

the rest is all taken off at once, by allowing a supremacy of order,

or, if you will, a paternal authority ; which comes to the same,

and is no way inconsistent with the Son's equality, either of

nature or dominion.

Your quotation out of Clemens, in these words, (" This is the

" greatest excellency of the Son, that he orders all things

" according to the will of the Father,") is contrived, as your

custom is, in a way very proper for the deception of a thoughtless

or ignorant reader. Who would not imagine from the words,

as you cite them, that the highest honour of the Son is only to be

obedient, and to serve ? The reader will be surprised to find how

very different the thought is from what Clemens is there upon.

His words run thus :

" The most perfect, most holy, most lordly, most princely, most

" kingly, and most beneficent, is the nature of the Son, which

" is most intimately allied to the alone Almighty. This is that

" greatest excellency which orders all things according to the

" will of the Father, and steers the universe in the best manner,

" and worketh all things by his indefatigable unexhausted power,

" &cf."

Does not the reader see, by this time, what a cheat you would

have put upon him, under the name of Clemens ? I mention not,

that the Greek will not bear your construction : or if it would,

the whole context serves to discover your fraud in it. But

perhaps you did not look into the author.

A. D. 181. Theophilus.

Theophilus, in his little piece, afforded me but one text, (Gen.

iii. 8, 9.) where God the Son is (according to him) twice styled

" the Lord God that is, as I understand it, the one true God,

the Creator of man, (Kuptos 6 ©toy,) God absolutely so called,

the Jehovah.

f TfAfiarranj Km aytararr], ko\ ltavra iiardo-o-trai Kara to Otkrjpa rov

Kvpiararr], Km rrytpoviKarrarrf, Kai |9a- Ttarpbs, Knt r6 nav apiora ouuei{tt,

.riAiKv.Ttin;, Kai tlfpycriKaran) t) vlov dxafiara, (tat arpvrtp i-vvapa ltavra

<pvait. ff rq> pdva TTavroKpaTopt Trpnat- (pyafaptinj, &c. Clem. Strom, vii. sect.

X'O-ranj. avrrj !) fuyiaTr) imtpo\i), t) ra 2. p. 83 1.
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You cite (p. 142.) a passage of Theophilus, which you say

(according to your usual style) is " directly contrary to what I

" refer to him for." I humbly conceive not. But let us see :

Theophilus argues after the same way with other ancients ; that

the Lord God there spoken of could not be the Father; who

never appears because never sent, and is never sent because he

has no Father to send him : which is the sum of what all the

ancients thought in that matter. The Father was not to be in a

place, even by visible symbols; which yet the Son might be,

because a Son.

You observe that Theophilus speaks of the Father, not under

the character of Father of Christ, but as being 6 0eos mat ITaT»jp

t5>v oX<3>v, the God and Father of all things. Right ; because he

was talking to a Pagan; to whom therefore he adapted his

style, calling the Father by such a name as Pagans gave to their

" supreme Father of gods and men." So Justin Martyr, in his

Apology, written to the Pagans, gives the Father that title ; but

in his Dialogue he generally gives him another, more proper

to the Jews, because he had then to deal with Jews: and it

would not have been proper to give him the name of Father,

in the Christian sense, while disputing against those who would

not yet own him a Father in that sense ; for it would have been

begging the questions. You have therefore drawn strange

consequences from an imagination of your own, which never

entered into the head of Theophilus.

But you observe further, that the Son (according to Theo

philus) " assumed the Person (not of the Father merely, but) of

" (tov ©eoC) God absolutely.'" That is again not of the Father,

but of the Father : for it is the Father he means, the Person of

the Father, by tov &eov, the same whom he had just before

called the " Father and God of the universe," in compliance with

the Pagan style. And what cuts off all your criticisms at once,

Theophilus observes there, that the Son being Godh as God's

Son, appeared to Adam : as much as to say, that if the Son had

not been God, he could not pretend to assert, that he was the

Person styled in Genesis, KtJpios 6 ©eoy, the Lord God. But

being really God, as God's Son, there was nothing in that title

but what very well suited his Person ; and so it was right to

interpret Gen. iii. 8. of him. This is evidently the train and

K See my Answer to Dr. Whitby, mrfivicas, (mar hi ffovXtrm 6 iror^p

p. 235 of this volume. tS>v SXav, vifarti avrbv (is run r&nor,

h Qfot ovv i>v 6 Arfyor, Kal t< Otov Sec. Theoph. p. 130.
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course of Theophilus's thoughts in that place; gradually to

introduce Autolychus to admit God's Son ; and therewith the

Christian religion. This may further shew, that when Theophilus

speaks of the Logons assuming the " Person of God," he means

this, and only this ; that he acted in the character and capacity

of the eternal God : which he might very well do, being himself

very God, as well as that other Person, his Father, called " God

" and Father of the universe :" and it was under this very

character he appeared to Adam as his Creator, that is, as " God

" and Father of all things ;" which is not a stronger expression

than Kvpios 6 0eoy, the Lord God applied to him by Theophilus.

I shall only add, that Theophilus certainly never intended to

assert two Lord Gods, as your hypothesis requires, but one only,

the Father with the Logos: and so all concludes in one God

supreme ' ; agreeably to my principles.

A. D. 187. Iren^us.

My argument from Irenseus runs thus : " Jehovah that rained

" upon Sodom," (Gen. xix. 24,) God calling at the bush, and

saying, " I am the God of Abraham, fee." (Exod. iii. 4, 6.)

" The mighty God" spoken of, Ps. 1. The God known in Judah,

(Ps. lxxvi. 1,) 6 0eoy absolutely; God (6 0«os) standing in the

" congregation," (Ps. lxxxii. 1.) " The Jehovah reigning," Pa.

xcix. 1. The God and Jehovah mentioned, Is. xii. 2. xxxv. 4.

Joel iii. 16. Amos. i. 2. God, who has none like him, Mich. vii.

1 8. " God (6 @«os) that came from Teman," Hab. iii. 3. He that

is all this, is the " one God supreme.'" But such is Christ, ac

cording to Irenseus : therefore. &c.

You have little here but repetition of the same threadbaro

things : that Christ " was not the one supreme God," that is, not

the " one supreme Father," which you constantly confound with

the other ; that he ministered, which I do not dispute, for he

died too ; that " he fulfilled the Father's commands," which

I never questioned ; that the Son is " never called by Irenaeus

" the one God," which I much question, and have proved to be

false, though the point is not material ; that the Son " received

" power to judge," that is, from whom he received his essence.

1 Theophilus speaking of woman yvvatKa axrrov, koX ta-ovrat oi Mo tls

being made from the rib of the man, trapxa filav. Theophil. p. 145.

represents it as an emblem of the " To signify the mystery of the

divine Unity, in these words : " Unity (or Monarchy) of God, he

Oi pin dXXa rat 8m tovtov oVigdjJ " made for him a wife, (saying,) And

to pvarijpiov rfjt povapxlas, rijr raTa " they two shall be oneflesh."

top QtoV Spa 8' t'nolno-fv 6 Oeor rrpi
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What force is there in these trite things ? You add, (p. 141,)

that Exod. iii. 4, 8. is applied by Irenseus to the " Father only."

I know not where ; but I am sure that he applies verse the 8th

to the Son thrice k. And if he has any where applied it

to the Father also, the reason may be, that since both are the

same God, the application may be proper to either ; which may

be likewise answer sufficient to what you observe of Exod. iii.

14, 15. As to what you have further, p. 142, I refer to what

hath been said under a former article, to prove that Father and

Son are (according to Irenaeus) both together one God.

A. D. 192. Clemens Alexandrinus.

My argument from Clemens is to this effect :

He who is " Jehovah," " Almighty God," (Gen. xvii. 1, 2,)

" Lord God of Abraham," (Gen. xxviii. 13,) " God of Bethel,"

6 0eos, (Gen. xxxi. 13,) and " Lord God," (Exod. xx. 2,) is the

" one God supreme.11 But such is Christ, according to Cle

mens : therefore, &c.

Here you tell me (p. 144.) of the Padagogue being a " ju-

" venile11 piece, (which is more than you know1,) or if it be, it is

of never the less authority, if not contradicted by his riper

thoughts, as it is not. You refer to what you have said above ;

and I refer to what I have said in answer above. But you

further take me to task for what I had said in my Defence, vol. i.

p. 295, that Christ spoke the words, " I am the Lord thy God,"

Exod. xx. 2, in his own Person, according to Clemens™. This ob

servation, which, it seems, tenderly affects you, you call " absurd"

and " perfectly ridiculous." It is easy to give hard names ; let us

hear your arguments. All you have to plead is this, that

" Christ is there observed to speak in his own Person, not

" in opposition to his being the representative of the Person of

" the Father, but in opposition to his being elsewhere spoken

" of in the third Person." Now, I grant it was not intended in

opposition to an opinion which nobody at that time was wild

enough to hold: but while ho is aiming at another thing, he

k Loquente Filio ad Moysem ; De- Ipse est qui dicit Moysi, Videns

scendi, inquit, eripere populum hunc. vidi, &c. ab initio assuetus Verbura

Ipse enira est qui descenclit, &c. hen. Dei ascendere et descendere, p. 241.

p. 180. 1 See Grebe's Instances of Defects,

Nescientes eum qui figure loquutus p. 10.

est humana ad Abraham, et iterum ad m Hakiv 89 orav Xryj Sia rov l8lov

Moysem, dicentem, Videns vidi vexa- irpoa&mov, tavr6v Spokoyti nmbayui-

tionem, &c. Haec enim Filius, qui yov' 'Eyo> Kvpiot 6 0«$s trov, 6 t£aya-

est Verbum Dei, ab initio prsestrnebat, yav <rt eV yrjt Atyvrrrov. Clem. p. 131.

p. 236.
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might accidentally drop a sentence which quite overthrows that

opinion; which is the truth of the case. For what can be plainer

than the words, iia Ibiov itpoataitov, in his own Person, and iavrov

ojxoAoyei, he professes himself to be iraibayaybv, the Leader forth,

because of his saying, " I am the Lord thy God, who led forth

" thee out of the land of Egypt V I translate leader forth, to

make the English answer, as the Greek naibaytoyov and tfayaywf

do. Is there any sense in what Clemens says, if the Person

there speaking was the Person of the Father, or any other Per

son but the Son ? But you was to say something to amuse, and

was to fill up the rest with hard words. The opposition you have

took notice of does not at all alter the case. For whether the

Scripture speaks of the Son in the third, or he of himself in the

first Person, it is still the Person of Christ.

A.D. 206. Tertullian.

My argument from Tertullian stands thus :

" The Lord God" mentioned, Gen. iii. 8, 9. Jehovah appearing

to Abraham, Gen. xviii. 1, 13. and xix. 24. The " God of

" Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob," Exod. iii. 4, 6. The " I AM,"

Exod. iii. 14. The God spoken of, Is. xxxv. 4. " The God,

" besides whom there is no God," (Is. xlv. 14, 15 ) he is the

" one true God supreme." But this is Christ, according to Ter

tullian : therefore, &c.

You have here (p. 145.) two or three little cavils which I have

answered above. You next tell me that Tertullian always " de-

" clares Christ to have appeared, not in his own name, but in

" the name of the one supreme God.1' But where does Ter

tullian say that he appeared not, or conversed not in his own

name? He says indeed in the Father's name, but in his own

name too, the name and nature of either being common to both".

He took no name but what he had a right to : nor said any

thing of himself but what was true of himself. And therefore

he never said I am the Father, though he often said I am God,

or Lord, or Almighty: which deserves your special notice. I

allow that he acted in the Father's name, coming with all the

authority of the Godhead, common to both, unoriginately in the

Father, derivately in the Son. This is coming in the Father's

name, and with his authority, to exhibit in and through himself

all the majesty and dignity and perfections of the Godhead : being

n Omnia, inquit, Patris mea sunt: Prax. cap. 17. See my Defence, vol. i.

cur non et nomina ? Tertull. contr. p. 299, &c.
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himself a full, perfect, and adequate transcript or image of all

that the Father is.

You would have it thought that the Father was " absolutely

" invisible" (according to Tertullian) " on account of his supreme

" majesty, but the Son visible, as a comprehensible part;" and

yet you very well know, that Tertullian did not allow even the

Son to be visible in his divine nature", but only by visible symbols

voluntarily chosen. And all the peculiar majesty of the Father

lay only in this, that he was not to be visible in any way at all ;

because he was not to minister or to be incarnate. But will you

persist in offering the most palpable abuses upon your readers ?

A. D. 240. Hippolytus.

Hippolytus I had cited for one text only, his applying the

words " that stretcheth out the heavens like a curtain" (Is. xl.

22.) to Christ. Whoever looks into that chapter, will see that

the Person of whom those words were spoken is described all the

way in characters peculiar to the one true God. That Person

therefore being Christ, according to Hippolytus, the consequence

is evident. You have little to say in answer, but what has been

abundantly replied to or obviated before. So I pass on.

A.D. 237—244. Origen.

I cited Origen but for two texts, Exod. iii. 4, 6. Psal. xxiv. 8,

10. According to him therefore Christ is " God of Abraham,

" Isaac, and Jacob ;" " Jehovah," and " King of glory." " You

" see not," it seems, " how this proves that Origen thought

" Christ to be the one supreme God." It either proves that, or

else that Origen thought there were two Gods of Abraham, two

Lords of hosts : which yet Origen, as we have before seen, abso

lutely denies. So much for Origen.

A. D. 256. Cyprian.

My argument from Cyprian runs thus :

He that is " God of Bethel," Gen. xxxv. 1. " The Lord strong

" and mighty," " Lord of hosts," Psal. xxiv. 8, 10. He that said

" I am God," (Psal. xlvi. 10,) and who is called "mighty God,"

0 Dicimus enim et Filium buo no- " far as he was the Word, and Spirt* of

mine eatenus invisibilem, qua Sermo " God : and he is so also now, as God,

et Spiritus Dei : ex substantia? condi- " and the Word, and Spirit : the con-

tione, jam nunc, ct qua Deus, et Ser- " dition (or quality) of his substance

mo, et Spiritus. Visibilem autem fu- " requiring it. But he was visible

iase ante carnem eo modo quo dicit, " before his incarnation, in such a

&c. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. 14. " way as he says," &c.

" For we say that the Son also, in Vid. Bull. D. F. p. 88. Nourrii

"his own Person, was invisible, so App. vol. ii. p. 1310.
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and "our God," Psal. 1. 1, 3. The God arising, Psal. lxviii. 1.

" God standing in the congregation," Psal. Ixxxii. 1. " The God

" beside whom there is none else," Is. xlv. 14, 15. He that said,

" I am God, and not man," Hos. xi. 9. The Jehovah spoken of,

Zech. x. 12. " The God in comparison of whom none other shall

" be accounted of," Baruch iii. 35. He that is all this, is the

" one true God supreme." But such is Christ, according to

Cyprian : therefore, &c.

In answer hereto you tell me (p. 146.) that " Cyprian has not

" one word to my purpose." But let the reader judge as he

finds, and not give too hasty credit to your blunt sayings. You

tell me of Cyprian's styling the Father " the one God, who is

" Lord of all, of unequalled majesty and power :" but you have

not shewn that this was said in opposition to, or exclusive of, God

the Son. Nay, it is certain it was not, because Cyprian, in his

application of the texts above cited to Christ, has really said as

high and as great things of him. What can run higher than

that of Baruch I " This is our God, and there shall none other

" be accounted of in comparison of him." You have nothing

further to say, but that " Christ" (i. e. during his humiliation

here on earth) " called the Father his Lord and God," by him

" prayed to be glorified," and the like. Sure you do not expect

an answer as often as you bring up those poor things.

A. D. 270. Antiochian Fathers.

The texts which these Fathers apply to Christ are Gen.

xviii. 1, [3. xxxi. 13. Exod. iii. 4, 6. Isa. xxxv. 4. xlv. 14, 15.

Hos. xi. 9.

The argument from them will be much the same as that of

others before recited. You plead, that " these Bishops are so

" far from declaring the Son to be the one supreme God, that

" they expressly, on the contrary, say, that he fulfilled the will

" of the Father in the creation of all things." Wonderful ! So

far from declaring it, that they say nothing but what is very

consistent with it, or what serves to confirm it. For what is

there contrary in his " fulfilling the will of the Father in the

" creation ?" Or what creature could ever be able to execute so

high a charge <i ? But here again you discover what it is you

rely on ; not Scripture or Fathers, but two or three fancies of

your own, among which this is one : that the doctrine of the

p Labbe, torn. i. p. 845. 1 See my Sermons, p. 63, &c. of this vol.
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Unity, as held by the Church, is not consistent with a distinction

of Persons, order, and offices. Might you not therefore better

plainly own to the world that there lies all the difficulty, rather

than amuse them with Scripture and Fathers, only to draw such

premises as are readily granted ; at least by me, who dispute

only your conclusion ? You repeat some things about the ab

surdity of the Fathers appearing, the Son's being an angel,

and the like ; which have been before answered, and need not

any further notice.

A.D. 257. Novatian.

This author, according to order of time, should have come in

before : but I was willing to postpone him, as you had done ;

because I take him to be somewhat particular, and therefore of

distinct consideration ; as before hinted.

My argument from this writer will stand thus :

The Jehovah appearing to Abraham, (Gen. xviii.) and raining

upon Sodom, (Gen. xix.) The God speaking to Abraham,

(Gen. xxi.) " The God of Bethel," (Gen. xxxi.) " The God

" standing in the congregation," (Ps. Ixxxii.) The God men

tioned, Is. xxxv. 4. The Jehovah from Zion, (Joel iii. Am. i.)

He is the " one true God." But such is Christ, according to

Novatian : therefore, &c.

I have intimated my doubts of Novatian before, as to his way

of solving the Unity: in which he appears to be various, and not

very consistent with his own principles ; though orthodox in the

main, as to the Son's essential divinity. The Sabellian abuse of

the phrase one God, I suppose, might make him the more scru

pulous. I have sometimes wondered at it, considering the known

principles of that age, appearing in the authors above mentioned.

But he was none of the most judicious, nor without his singu

larities : as is plain from the schism begun by him. I shall now

see what you have to say to this writer. You bring up (p. 148.)

the whole pretence of God the Father being " immense," and

" contained in no place," whereas the Son might be contained,

&c. A general answer has been already given to this out of

Bishop Bull ; which answer is so full and certain, that you know

not how to gainsay it. The meaning of the Fathers was no

more than this, that God the Father never appeared in a place,

no, not by visible symbols, which yet the Son did : and it was by

such visible symbols only, that the Son was contained in a place,

and not in his divine nature. Novatian himself is a proof of this
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matter ; for he expressly asserts the omnipresence or immensity

of God the Sonr. Your other objection is, that Novatian speaks

of the Son as being subditus, subject to the Father; which is

meant only of the Son's ministering to the Father by voluntary

condescension, according to the economy entered into from the

creation : so that this is far from proving the subjection which

you are aiming at, viz. a natural and necessary subjection of a

precarious being to his God and Creator. Novatian would have

abhorred the thought. He reserves to the Father solely and

exclusively the title of the one God, on account of his supremacy

of order and office, (which I think a false way of speaking,) at

the same time allowing the Son to be of the same nature and

substance; which is plainly making the Son God supreme, and

God in the strict sense, according to just propriety of speech.

In icords then, he may seem in some measure to agree with you :

but in reality, he agrees more with me ; differing only loquendi

rnodo, or citra mysterii substantiam, from the Catholic doctrine,

as Petavius himself confesses of him. Pre/, in T. ii. c. 5.

A. D. 318. Lactantius.

There are only three texts cited from this author : Isa. xliv. 6.

xlv. 14, 15. Baruch iii. 35. But they are wonderful strong

and expressive, " I am the first, and I am the last; and besides

" me there is no God :" this he understands of the Father and

Son together. " Surely God is in thee ; and there is not an-

" other God besides thee (so he expresses it in his Epitome :)

this he understands of Christ ; and the other text, out of Baruch,

is as full and strong9. One thing is evident, that Lactantius

never dreamed of that strict force of exclusive terms, which you

are used to insist upon. For if he had, he must have excluded

1 Si homo tantummodo Christus, lib. iv. cap. 29. Epitom. cap. 44.

quomodo adest ubiqueinvocatus; cum Sed et alio loco similiter ait. Sic

haec hominis natura non sit, sed Dei, elicit Deus rex Israel, et qui emit eum

ut adesse omni loco posait i Novat. Deus aternus : Ego primus et ego no-

cap. 14. vissimus, et prater me non est Deus.

" If Christ be only a man, how Cum duas personas proposuisset Dei

" comes he to be present as invoked regis, id est Christi, et Dei Patris

" every where ; when it is not the ad utramque personam referens, in-

" nature of man, but of God, to be tulit, et prater me non est Deus, cum

" present to all places ?" posset dicere prater nos : sed fas non

• Unum esse Deura tarn Patrem erat plurali numero separationem

quam Filium, Esaias in illo exemplo tanUe necessitudinis fieri. Lib. iv.

quod superius posuimus, ostendit cap. 29.

cum diceret : Adorabunt te, et te de- Item Jeremias. Hie Deus noster

precabuntw, quonium in te Deus est, est et non deputabilur alius absque illo,

et non est alius prater te. Lad. Inst. &c. Lactant. Epit. cap. xliv. p. 116.
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the Fat/ier himself from being God, in virtue of the text of

Baruch.

You have nothing of moment to say to Lactantius's citations,

which are directly opposite to your principles: but with your

usual air, when you are entirely at a loss, you would seem to

contemn what you cannot answer. All you can pretend is,

that Lactantius styles the Father Deus summits1, God supreme :

and yet it is certain that he supposes the Son to have the same

nature and substance with the Father, and to be one God with

him ; which is what I call making the Son God supreme : and

the author cannot be more plainly opposite to my principles in

the former part, than he is to yours in the latter. If the parts

are not reconcilable, his evidence is null, and of no account on

either side. But I conceive, the author may be reconciled by a

candid construction of Deus summus ; either considered as op

posed only to Pagan deities, or as being an inaccurate expres

sion for summus Pater, the supreme Father, by which the author

himself interprets it, and meaning no more than that he is

supreme in order or office ; which I allow. See Le Nourry, Apparat.

vol. ii. p. 353.

A. D. 335. Eusebius.

What you were deficient with respect to Lactantius, you

endeavour to make up in regard to Eusebius. Here you insult

unmercifully : a plain sign that your forbearing to do the like

upon other writers, is not owing to your civility or modesty, but

to something else. The "learned world" must be called in, and

stand " amazed" at my " presumption :11 as if none of the learned

world had ever taken Eusebius to have any thing orthodox upon

the Trinity. I gave a caution in my Defence, vol. i. p. 293,

note"1, in regard to Eusebius : and it so stood in three editions

1 Unu8 est enim solus liber Deus,

summus, carens origine ; quia ipse est

origo rerum, et in eo simul et Filius

et omnia continentur. Quapropter

cum mens et voluntas alterius in

altera sit ; vel potius in utroque una,

merito units Deus uterque appellatur :

quia quicquid est in Patre ad Filium

transfluit, et quicquid est in Filio a

Patre descendit. Lact. Inst. lib. iv.

cap. 29.

The words et omnia here seem to

come in very strangely. Lactantius

must think the omnia to be contained

in the Father much otherwise than

the Son is : else how should he prove

the Son one God with the Father,

without proving the same of every

thing else, as well as of him, by the

same argument ? Qu. Whether rerum

and omnia may not be understood of

things divine!' all that is divine or

adorable in such a sense as Tertullian

speaks :

Unus omnia, dum ex uno omnia,

per substantia; scilicet unitatem.

Here omnia stands only for the

divine Persons. Arnobius says, In hoe

omne quod eolendum est colimus.
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before you published your piece. This was on purpose to inti

mate, that I did not pretend to claim Eusebius as entirely on

my side ; but only so far. And with the like moderation I have

always spoke of Eusebius, in my Sermons, and elsewhere, be

cause I would not deceive my reader, nor be confident where a

point is disputable. Learned men know how both ancients and

moderns have differed in their opinions of this man. Hilary,

Jerome, Photius, two Nicephoruses, the second Council of Nice,

Baronius, Perron, Petavius, Noris, Sandius, Le Clerc, and

others, and at length Montfaucon, have charged him with

Arianism: on the other hand, Socrates, Theodorit, Gelasius

Cyzicenus, Camerarius, Chamier, Calovius, Peter du Moulin,

Florentinus, Valesius, Bull, Cave, Fabricius", defend, or at

least excuse him. Athanasius* seems to have thought that

he was once an Arian, but at length came over to the

Catholic side. Epiphanius says, he was too much inclined to the

Arian way ; and the learned Pagi (as an ingenious gentleman y,

from whom I have borrowed part of this account, has observed)

con/esses lie knows not what to make of him. Now, in such cases

as these, however firmly persuaded a man may be, on this or

that side ; yet in pure modesty and deference to men of name

and character in the learned world, one would speak with

caution and reserve : and there cannot be a surer argument of a

little mind, than to be insulting and confident on such occasions.

After all, the main question is very little concerned in this other

about Eusebius ; who cannot justly be reckoned among the

Ante-Nicene writers, (to whose indifferent judgment we appeal,)

as living and writing after the time that Arius had broached his

heresy, and raised a faction against the Church ; to which Eu

sebius, by affinity and party, (and perhaps upon principle too,)

appears to have leaned. He may however be a good evidence

of what the Church taught, in those very points which he en

deavoured, by a novel turn, or by some private constructions of

his own, to warp from their ancient intendment and significancy.

And though I cannot pretend to say that he comes entirely into

that scheme which I defend, yet sure I am that he can never be

reconciled, upon the whole, to yours.

It would be tedious to run through all you have cited from

him : it might fill a volume to discuss this single question about

Eusebius. I shall content myself therefore with a few strictures,

u Fabricius, Biblioth. Grsec. vol. vi. p. 32. 1 Vid. Athanas. Ep. ad

Afros, p. 896. J Mr. Thirlby, Answer to Mr. Whiston, p. 79.
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just to abate your excessive confidence. I have admitted that

Eusebius did (as some other very worthy men have also done)

magnify the glory of unoriginateness rather too far ; as if it were

a distinct perfection, and not a relation only, or mode of existence,

as the Catholics taught : yet you will not find that Eusebius

denies the necessary existence or eternity of the Son ; however

not after the Nicene Council. If you have a mind to gain Eu

sebius to your side, do not endeavonr it by false reports and

manifest untruths ; lest the reader suspect you even in what you

may justly plead from him. You scruple not to say, (p. 150,)

as from Eusebius, that the Son is " styled God and Lord on

" account of his having received all power and authority from

" the Father, and ministering to all his commands :" which, in

effect, is making a Photinian or Samosatenian of him. He no

where, that I know of, says any such thing : nor do tho places

you refer to prove any thing like it ; unless saying that Christ is

God, as being our Creator z, be the same as saying ho is God on

account of receiving authority, &c. Eusebius's constant way of

accounting for the Son's being God, is by resolving it into his

being God's Son*, and his thereby copying out a perfect resem

blance of the Father : and he makes him " by nature great

" Godb" on that very account. In one place more besides that

before mentioned, he calls him God, as being our Creator, or

Maker0 : unless it be there meant of the Father ; which if it be,

it shews that Eusebius's looking upon Christ as God because

Creator, was no lessening consideration. The reader may well

wonder, after this, what could move you to make so strange and

false a representation of an author. I may further hint, that,

according to Eusebius, the Son could not be God, if he were

produced i£ ovk oma>v from nothing, or did not participate of the

Father's divinity^. How does this suit with your notion of his

Godship being owing to his receiving of authority I You next

produce a passage where Eusebius is arguing that the Father, or

God over all, could not have appeared, because it is " impious to

z "Ot( ie yfvrfraiv arrdvrav Ka&nytiriu

tojv 6*4 avrov ytytvr)p.iv(av, as tiy anav~

rav imdp^av trarijp, Ka\ Kvpios Ka\

trifuovpyos TrjviKavra, Ka\ Ofor, <cai

8fOTroYrjr, Km aarr\p, xal ,itnr:\u > ava-

yoptiotro av. Euseb. Eccl. Theol. lib.

ii. p. in.

■ Euseb. Dem. Evang. p. 146, 213.
 

intra Marc. p. 7, 62, 68, 69, 72,

in, 123, 127.

Comm. in Psalm, p. 534, 634.

b Qn>tTfi ptyas av Stus, *cal ptyat

Tvy\avti flaaiXtiis, are fiovoytvfis £>v

tov QeovXoyos. Euseb.inPsaIm.p.62<).

c Kvptoc fjpHv iirriv Ins 8ouXa)v, MM

9eos as jrXdonjr. Euseb. Com. in

Psal.ji. 645.

<• Euseb. Eccl. Th. p. 69. See

below, p. 500.
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" say God was changed :" and this you leave with your reader.

You add another passage of like kind to it : " It can no way be

" said that the unbegotten and immutable essence of God supreme

" was changed into the form of a man.'" This also you leave

for any simple reader to imagine, that Christ, who took upon

him human form, is not, according to Eusebius, of immutable

essence, but subject to change. Yet Eusebius certainly meant

no more than that it was not so suitable to the majesty of the

first Person, (whom he calls indeed supreme God, in contradis

tinction to the Son,) to submit to take upon him any visible

symbols, or to be incarnate. As to the nature and essence of the

Son, he believed it to be absolutely immutable'1, and liable to no

change, as well as the Father's. Wherefore though Eusebius

does insist on the supremacy of the Father, more than other

writers before him, (which might bring him under the suspicion

of Arianizing,) this is in a manner all he can be said to agree

with you in, being directly opposite to you in the main points of

your scheme. Such men as Dr. Cudworth, Bp. Fowler, and

others amongst us, might perhaps have claimed Eusebius as

their own : you and your friends are quite of another stamp ;

though you are willing to seek some cover and countenance from

thefew things wherein they agreed with you. The next passage

you cite (p. 152.) proves no more than that Eusebius strained

the point of the Father's supremacy too high, in calling the Son

a second Lord; which second however was, in his opinion, in a

manner infinitely higher and more excellent than your scheme

makes him, by depriving him of necessary existence, and reducing

him thereby to a creature, which Eusebius declares against more

than once. And though I will not undertake to clear Eusebius

of Tritheism, or Ditheism; yet it appears plainly enough to me,

that he was very far from Arianism; at least, after the Nicene

Council.

As to the next text, about which I appeal, you pretend that

e Mtvwy avris waKiv av\oc olbr xai " immaterial in himself, such as he

itpi tovtov irapa t^> irarpi ovrt pt- " had been before this, with the Fa-

rajiakaiv rqy ovalav. oiSi t^k ov<rtav " ther, without any change of his sub-

tirao-x'v & airadrjc, Sec. Euseb. Orat. " stance. Nor did he suffer any thing

Paneg. cap. xiv. p. 761. "in respect of his substance, being

2j(ijfiaTi (vptBtit as avdpmrot oXXoi- " impassible.

aaiv ai T7]i> nxoicav tio^tv imoptvtiv, " Being found in fashion as a man,

(ivnXAoiWor tiv xai arporrot i>c 6fdr. " he might seem to undergo no small

Euseb. in Psal. p. 185. " change, though unchangeable and

" He performed all things by the " unvariable as God."

" manhe hadassumed Continuing

WATERLANO, VOL. II. K k
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Eusebius is expressly against me. Why I Because he says that

the Son is not 6 iiii irivrmv, that is, he is not the supreme Father :

which is all you could make of many the like places in Eusebius ;

were there not others still stronger elsewhere. I could shew you

where Eusebius styles the Son Qebs t&v 5\a>v{, and 6 0e6s tS>v

oAci)i<b, and might translate supreme God, as you do 6 im navTiav,

were there nothing else to be considered in this matter. But I

will not deceive my readers. Nor is there any such peculiar

force in the words 6 iui ■navroiv 0«os, that Eusebius might not,

as well as the Phrygian martyrs, apply them to the Son'1. But

I attend to the sense, not to the phrase. To proceed :

You grow bolder in your next page, (154,) pretending to tell

me, from a passage in Eusebius, that " the ancient Church wor-

" shipped Christ, not as being the one supreme God, but to the

" glory of the Father who dwelt in him, and from whom, says

" Eusebius, he received the honour of being worshipped as

" God."

The reader will easily see the drift and purport of these rash

words; for which you have not one syllable of proof. What

ever may be thought of Eusebius, the ancient Church stands

perfectly clear ; as shall be shewn in due time and place. As to

your cavil upon the words of Eusebius, (Eccl. Hist. lib. i. cap.

3,) I refer to Valesius's Notes for an answer. Nothing more

certain, than that Eusebius ordinarily founds the worship of the

Son upon his being naturally Son of God, or very God'1. If he

contradicts this in his comment on Isa. xlv. 1 5, he is the less

to be regarded, as being inconsistent : and it is one great

prejudice against the notion, that among fifteen Christian

writers who have considered and quoted that textk, he is the

only one that ever drew so wild a consequence from it. But

the truth is, Eusebius never had a thought of what your words

insinuate of him. Let him but explain himself, and all will be

very right. It depends upon Eusebius's notion of the Father's

f Euseb. contr. Marc p. 67, 70. Vid. Eccl. Theolog. p. 69, m.

s Euseb. Dem. Evang. p. 11. k Hippolytus contr. Noet. cap. iv.

h To* or} itavrav Q(6v Xpurrbv «rt- p. 8. Cyprian, adv. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 6.

jiowptvovs. Euseb. Eccl. Hist. lib. viii. Tertulfian. contr. Prax. cap. 13. Pa-

cap. 11. tres Antiocheni, p. 845. Lactantius

0 eVi iravrav, Kai 81a Ttavrm/, Kai iv Epit. et Institut. Hilarius, p. 849.

naaiv ofiuptvotc Tt Kai dtpavfcrtv, ori- Cyrilli Catech. p. 156. Athanasius, p.

iropcvdjuvos toC ©eou Xoyor. Euseb. 491, 686. Hieronymus in loc. Epipha-

Orat.Panegyr. cap. i. p. 719. nius, vol. i. p. 486. Ambros. de Fid.

1 OutTovicaOokov Bfovmii&ayvqo-tov, lib. i. cap. 2. Marius Victorin. lib. i.

ku\ avroBfov npoo-Kwtiadat. Euseb. p. 261. Gregor. Nazianz. p. 733. Zeno

Eccl. Hist, lib.x. p. 468. Veronens. de Nativ. Christi, 1250.
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inhabitation ; which he fully lays open in another place1 : where

he tells us, that the Father in the generation of the Son com

municated of his fulness, the fulness of his Godhead, without

division or separation; and it is in this respect that in him

" dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead :" so that the wor

shipping of Christ as having the Father dwelling in him, comes

to the same with worshipping him as being God of God, eternally

begotten1" of the Father ; which is Eusebius's doctrine. And thus

Eusebius agrees well with Hilary", and other Catholic Fathers.

You go on in triumph (p. 155,) in the most extraordinary

manner, imputing to me whatever first comes into your head.

All I was to prove from Eusebius was, that the texts there

cited were applied to Christ; " determining nothing of his

other principles," as I expressly noted in p. 293. vol. i. Yet

neither you, nor any man else, can ever clear Eusebius of the

charge of Polytheism and self-contradiction, if, notwithstanding

the applying these texts to Christ, he did not think him the one

true God. And if he had learned of the Arians a novel way of

eluding an argument which the Catholics before him knew

nothing of, nor ever used ; he is still a witness of the Church's

application of those texts, (which is what I cited him for,)

though it be against his own principles. But I am not yet

satisfied that Eusebius differed in any main doctrine, except it

were in the manner of expressing the Unity; still believing the

essential divinity of God the Son. You cite Montfaucon as

charging Eusebius with Arianistn; at the same time telling us,

that he erroneously calls it Arianiam. But if that learned man

did not know what Arianism is, he might more easily mistake in

determining of Eusebius's doctrine; which is a much more

intricate business. The truth is, that learned and judicious man

understood very well what Arianism is, and is guilty of no error

in that respect : but as to his judgment of Eusebius, it is not so

entirely to be depended on. After he has given us a sketch of

Eusebius's doctrine, as being Arian, he does not yet pretend to

reconcile all Eusebius's doctrine to that scheme, to make him, in

the whole, a consistent writer : but he still seems to suspect that

he may be found various and repugnant ; which at last is rather

1 Euseb. contr. Marcell. lib. i. cap. est Deus, Deus est. Non enim Deus

2. p. 62. in diversa? atque aliens a se naturae

m Trjs drapgov y€w!]<r(un . Euseb. in habitaculo est, sed in suo, atque ex se

Psal. p. 15. AiSiov yimnjaw. Euseb. genito manet, Deus in Deo, quia ex

contr. Marc. p. 73. Deo Deus est. Hilar, de Trin. lib. v.

n Deus enim in eo est: et in quo cap. 40. p. 851.

k k a
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making him a neutral, than clear for any side0. Nor do I think

it would be difficult to acquit Eusebius of the charge of Arianism,

at least from the time of the Nicene council.

It is plain enough that he does not ordinarily (for I must

except a passage before cited) make Father and Son one principle,

or one God ; upon which chiefly Montfaucon founds his charge

of Arianism. He did not consider that a man might assert the

eternity and necessary existence of the Son, and yet throw the

supremacy and Unity of Godhead upon the Father alone, as

self-existent and God in a higher sense ; which others have done

besides Eusebius ; though, I think, not very judiciously or con

sistently. Montfaucon takes too much advantage of Eusebius's

Demonstratio Evangelica, or other pieces, wrote before the

Council of Nice, and contradicted or corrected in several points

afterwards by the same Eusebius. I will give two or three

examples. In his Demonstratio he makes the Son to be bripuovp-

ytinaP. In his dispute with Marcellus he plainly retracts and

contradicts itl. In his Demonstratio1, he pretends that nothing

can be properly said to be i£ ovk ovtm, without doubt to gratify

the Arians, that they might in a certain sense deny the Son to

be e£ ovk ovtojv. But in his piece against Marcellus he asserts

plainly that creatures are ovk 8vtu>vs, meaning that they come

from non-existence into existence, (which is the true signification of

the phrase,) at the same time denying that the Son is Ik p.i\

ovtos, in the same sense of the phrase*. Wherefore the learned

Montfaucon does not do justice to Eusebius, when he imputes to

him the opinion of the Arians, that the Son passed from non-ex

istence to existence: for Eusebius plainly denies the Son to be Ik

° Quod si in his Eusebius secum

pugnare deprehenditur ; id sane pro-

prium erroris est, ut consistere non

valeat, sibiqueipsiadversdtur. Prtelim.

in Euseb. p. 28.

P TfAftov TtKdov &T}ixwvpyrjiia. De-

monstr. lib. iv. cap. 2.

1 Toi 8f (| avrov (pvvroi vlov ovk

&v drjpiovpybs \fx6ttr). Euseb. contr.

Marc. p. 68.

1 Mipcrn «iX<5yo>r tpdrai deiv t£ ovk

ovtcov eivai ri tS>v ovrtav. Euseb. Dem.

lib. iv. cap. i. p. 145.

■ Euseb. contr. Marcel, p. 68, 150,

152, 166.

* Ibid. p. 67, 68, 69, 150.

I shall here cite one passage, being

a pretty remarkable one.

Ol Si tvo S6vrn vnoaraatit, rr)v ftiw

iyevvriTOV, rf/v 4" If ovk om» ktio-0(1-

aav, tva fur 9<6v v<f>loTavrai. 6 hi viis

ovk €t avrols, oiidi povoyfiHjs form,

ovdc fiiv Kvptos, ov&c Qe6s, ptjdev ficy

firiKoivwviov tji row VOTpoi Se&nfTi, rois

fle XoiTroIr KTio-fiao-i, Kaff b ovk 8vtu>v

imto-rn, vapafiaKkoptvos. Eccl. Theol.

lib. i. cap. 10.

" They that admit two Hypostases,

" one unbegottenand theothercreated

" from nothing, do indeed make one

" God; but intheirscheme.theSon will

" be no Son, nor only-begotten, no,

" nor Lord, nor God; having no

" communion of the Father's God-

" head, but being likened to the rest

" of the creatures, as having existed

"from nothing."
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tov firi ovros, in the same sense that he affirms it of* creatures ; and

therefore must deny his passing out of non-existence to existence,

unless he were the greatest prevaricator and shuffler imaginable.

If it be said that he intended that creatures were not made out

of any thing preexisting, he must then affirm that the Son was

out of something preexisting : and then let any man tell me what

he could mean by it ; except it were that he existed before his

generation, having been eternally in and with the Father ; of the

same homogeneous divine substance that the Father is. But

my persuasion is, that Eusebius believed eternal generation ; and

if so, it is plain enough what he meant by denying the Son to

be Ik fx?) ovros. It does not appear to me that Eusebius denied

the Son to be Hbios, though I know Montfaucon charges him

with it; and there are more passages than one" that say some

thing very like it. Eusebius was very earnest in his charge

against Marcellus, and was ready to put any the most invidious

construction upon his words. As often therefore as Marcellus

had made the Son at&tos, Eusebius construes it dy«VwjTos, that

he might reduce him to an absurdity; and believing perhaps

that tuoios and ayivvrfros, upon Marcellus's hypothesis, went

together and resolved into one. In this sense only I conceive

Eusebius to have denied the Son to be iibws. And if any one

narrowly examines the passages, he may. find good reason to

believe that this is real fact.

It may be questioned whether ever Marcellus asserted the

Son to be ayeVmjros. But Eusebius charged it upon him as

a consequence of his hypothesis ; and laid hold of atbios as im

plying it, and meaning as much with Marcellus, who denied

any antemundane generation. But to return. To shew me how

low an opinion Eusebius had of God the Son, you quote part of

his comment on Ps. cix. (which I cannot find there,) intimating

that " by the laws of nature the father of every son is his lord ;"

and therefore God the Father is Lord and God of the Son. Ad

mitting this rule, I suppose by the same laws of nature, every

Son is of the same nature with his Father, and as such equal ;

and so let the similitude serve equally, if you please, for both.

But since you produce one testimony, as you say, from that book,

(from Eusebius on the Psalms,) give me leave, in my turn,

to produce some few of a very contrary strain to what you

would wish.

" Euaeb. contr. Marcel!, p. 35, 106, 119.
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1. I shall first remind you of Eusebius's accounting for

Christ's praying, praying as man for things which himself could

bestow, or dispose of as God*. This seems to run cross to

two of your principles. One of which is, that Christ being a

subject is to refer all grants entirely to his Sovereign: the other

is, that the speaking of Christ in two distinct capacities, in the

manner Eusebius does, you would call absurd, (as in p. 233,) as

ifpart of Christ prayed, and another part did not pray ; which

is your profane way of ridiculing a distinction universally made

use of by the primitive churches, and held sacred amongst them.

2. I must next observe to you, that, according to Eusebius,

Christ is Creator of all things, (6 Travrav brnuovpyosy,) not only

so, but 6 wowp-Jjs2 also, and he created all things by his own

power*. This is a step beyond what Dr. Clarke is yet advanced

to ; who often talks of the Son's creating by the power of the

Father, and interprets Heb. i. 3. " the upholding all things by

" the Word of his power," of the Father's power ; but is not

yet come to say, that it is by the Son's oven power. If he does

not here contradict Eusebius, he is however vastly short of him ;

and has not yet discovered any such honourable thoughts ofGod

the Son as Eusebius has done.

3. Eusebius does not scruple to give the Son the title of only

Godb, believing it to have been him that so called himself, in

opposition to strange Gods, and challenging the Jewish worship as

his own due upon that very score. How does this suit with your

doctrine about the exclusive terms, and the texts running per

sonally, I, thou, he? By which doctrines, upon Eusebius's prin

ciples, you must exclude the Father. I do not therefore cite

these and the like passages of Eusebius to prove that Father

and Son are one God ; but to shew that there is no force (ac

cording to him) in your argument drawn from the personal and

exclusive terms.

x Aire! fiiv yap its av6pamos, hSSwn p. 318. Vid. p. 616.

(5c tt)v aiTfjiriv its 0e6s' (vSokovvtos 8rj- b Aryo) 8f to pi) tlbwkokaTpciV tp*

Aovdn Kai trvvfpyovvrot rov oiKtiov ira- 8e povov 6t6v tlBtvat iraptKfKevo'apny

rpos. Euseb. in Psal. p. 53. Vid. p. ols iitikiyti, iyio yap ttpi Kvpwt 6

142, 366, 698. 6e(Sr erov, napioras iavrbv oBrt £ivor,

y 'O iravrmv bripiovpyhs 6 rov Otov oUrt dAAorotov, oBrt np6o^j>aTov opto

vios. Euseb. in Psal. p. 89. Vid. p. 90, Qtiv Ijv yap eir (cat 6 auTot 6 rov Oeov

1 25, 634. \6yos, Ka\ 6 iraKai biacpopas rotr ira-

1 Tov KvpSmi (cat o-urrijpot f)pa>v ihia Xatois xpT)paTi{uv, 6 81) Kai Sfor laxaff

rvyxdvet' avrbs yap Zjv 6 Trotrjrris avru>v. iiriKtKkrjpcvos 5hStt«P irapaKtXtVf'

Euseb. in Psal. p. 630. rat \eytnv' 'Eyi> yap dpi Kvpios 6 9tAt

a 'O ra8f teal TaSe 177 aavrov hvvapci (rov, Sec. Euseb. in Psal. p. 503, 504.

lifydkovpyrjo-as, &c. Euseb. in Psal. Vid. p. 533.
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4. Eusebius, in this same book, fully and significantly expresses

the immutable eternity0 of God the Son. For applying the

words of the 92nd (alias 93rd) Psalm, " Thy throne is established

" of old, thou art from everlasting," to our Saviour Christ, he

takes particular notice of the force of thou, art, <n> el, as denoting

immutable existence; agreeably to his explication of the same

phrase elsewhere d.

5. I have above took notice of Eusebius's styling God the Son,

" great God by nature," which is a very high and strong expres

sion. I shall here further observe how he interprets the name

of Hand of God, given to the Son. Not after a low disparaging

manner, as you are used to interpret it, but as Christ is the all-

creative power of Gode.

6. I may add a few more observations from Eusebius's Com

mentary on Isaiah. His comment on Isa. xlii. 8. is pretty re

markable f; " I will not give my glory to another." Where

he takes notice, that it is not said, that " I will give my glory

" to no one," (for the Son, says he, has the Fat/ter's glory,) but

that it will not be given to another. Now, though Eusebius here

comes not entirely into the common and Catholic way of con

struction, yet he diners very much from you in several parti

culars, as that the Father's glory is also the Son's glory, and that

the exclusive terms do not affect God the Son. I may also take

notice how magnificently Eusebius sets forth the Son's omni

presence, both hereS and in his Comment upon the Psalmsh, in

words as expressive and full as any can be. Here also Eusebius

keeps closer to the sense and language of the Church, in relation

to the one Godhead, than he has at other times been observed to

do; except in his Oration before Constantino, taken notice of

above. His words are' : " There being but one Head, there will

" be no more than one Godhead, with which is taken in what

c Ovrctff yovv fjv tTotpos b $povos (rov,

ftp' ov trvv aura Ka6i£ta6at 6 ytvvrjaat

at irarrjp napaKtXfvtTo. Kat trotpos

anb TOTt, anb tov atoivof, eVci Kai

avrbs anb rov aia>vos ov 1 1. dXX' ovk fjs,

tpnoiv, dXX' ft. pbvov yap aurai, o-v tt,

\iyto8ai appoTTtt. Sib Kat iv {rtpots

ftpnrat' ov ot o avrbs ft, leal ra trn oov

OVK fWil^fOVOl rjv pfV OVV fTOtpOi

b Bpovos o~ov anb rbrt, a<b' ov drj\adfi

napa rm narpt f/s, tntt cat avrbt anb

tov atatvos ov ft.

d Vid. p. 584.

c Xttp yap rov &10V, rj notnrtKr} andv'

rov Simple avrov, ov% irtpa oitra rov

81 ov ytyovt ra navra tov Otov \6yov.

Euseb. in Psal. y. 701.

f 'Eirto~ri}o-ai a(iov i>t ovk tXpnrai rr)V

S6£ar pov ov&tvt oaoa' StiKwrat yap 6

vlbs rov narpbs f)(cav rf/v S6£av' &C.

Euseb. Com. in Isa. p. 520.

k Euseb. Com. in Isa. p. 428.

h Euseb. Com. in Psal. p. 707, 708.

I 'Eyi> b Qtbs, Ka't ovk tort napt£

f'pov o~u(<dv. puts yap oCons apx^t, pia

tin av t) SfOTqs jj ovpnapakapfiavtTai

Kat 17 tov povoytvovs airrov BtoXoyia.

Euseb. in Isa. p. 524.
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" concerns the divinity of his only-begotten It is much to the

same purpose with what he elsewhere saysk, that the Son is

partaker of the Father's Godhead, and is, as it were, to be

reckoned to him.

Upon the whole, you will find Eusebius much more favouring

my principles than yours ; though not fully coming in to either:

and you ought hereafter either to reconcile such things as I

have here cited out of him, besides many others, to your hypo

thesis, (which can never be done,) or to leave off boasting on that

head. It should be considered that Eusebius lived and wrote at

a time when the Arian pretences, being mostly new and untried,

appeared therefore the more specious and plausible : and his

familiar acquaintance and friendship with the heads of the party

contributed to give them the greater force with him. They

received an additional strength from the injudicious solutions

which had been offered by Marcellus and other weak defenders

of the Homoousian doctrine. Athanasius, Hilary, and other ju

dicious advocates of the Catholic faith, had not then wrote

their immortal pieces, to clear the doctrine from misrepre

sentation, to set it in a due light, and to unravel the main

objections brought against it. No wonder if, in these circum

stances, Eusebius might incline too much towards the Arian

cause, and give too far into it. Yet, even under these disad

vantages, he kept himself free from the grosser tenets of the

Arians; and he retained so much of Catholic principles, that

had he but attended to the true and certain consequences of

many of his own positions in that behalf, he could not have

failed of being entirely orthodox and Catholic. He had not so

clear a judgment as Athanasius, Hilary, Basil, Gregory Nazian-

zen, and other eminent defenders of the Nicene faith : nor did

he live to see how easily the Arian sophistry was defeated and

baffled after it had passed the scrutiny of such masterly hands.

In the mean while he seems to have had no consistent set of

principles, but a confused mixture of Catholic and Arian tenets1,

such as could not stand with each other in true and just

reasoning.

You have certainly no right to claim him as yours.

If you would look among the ancients for your scheme, it

must not be in Eusebius, nor in any Ante-Nicene Father, or

Post-Nicene ; but in such Fathers as Arius, Aetius, Eunomius,

* Tiji tov irarpos ftoTijTor Koivanms, &C. Euseb. in Psal. p. 534-

1 See my Sermons, p. 8i. of this volume.
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or Philostorgius : and yet you come short even of them in some

points ; particularly in the part you assign the Son in the

creation of all things by the Father's power ; (you do not yet say

by his oton, which several of the ancient Arians would never

have scrupled;) and in the account you give of Christ's being

appointed "God over all" after his resurrection; and your

resolving his worship into the power then given him : doctrines

proper only to a Samosatenianm or Socinian.

Having shewn, from Father to Father, down to the Arian

times, that our Lord Jesus Christ was supposed by them to be

the Jehovah, the Almighty, the one true God, God of Abraham,

Isaac, and Jacob, acknowledged as the one true God, and wor

shipped by the patriarchs as such : having proved this to have

been the ancient Catholic doctrine of the Church, without any

exception ; unless of Novatian, who yet differs not from it in the

main, but in expression rather ; not in the doctrine of the Son's

real and essential divinity : this foundation being laid, it remains

now only to take off some pretences you have offered to invali

date the force of the evidence.

Your pretence is, that though God the Son was " God of

" Abraham, God of Israel, fcc." yet he was such only in a " sub-

" ordinate sense,1" because he was " representative" of God the

Father, p. 159. To which I answer, that had the ancients

supposed him to be styled God and Lord, purely in virtue of such

representation, there would then be some force in your reasoning :

but that they did not, will appear most evidently from the fol

lowing considerations :

1 . None of the Fathers ever put the Godhead of the Son upon

that foot ; they never say nor insinuate, that he is God on the

account of any such representation.

2. They are so far from doing it, that their whole drift and

method of arguing supposes and implies the utmost contradiction

to it. For if the Son were supposed to be God on the score of

the representation, then any angel might be God also on account

of such representation ; and then it could never be proved (in the

way that the Fathers took") that there was any God the Son at

all ; but the whole force of their reasoning would be vacated and

null. On the contrary, they presumed that none could either

represent God, or personate God, or use the style of God, that was

not really God: and upon this presumption their whole reasoning

m See my Defence, vol. i. p. 434, &c.

n See my Defence, vol. i. p. 297, 298, 526.
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turns. If therefore they are any where to be understood of a

representation, they must mean a full and adequate representation,

such as none could exhibit or sustain, who was not himself every

thing that he represents. For as nothing but man can fully and

adequately represent man; so nothing but God can perfectly and

suitably represent God.

3. Add to this, the ancient Fathers always suppose the Son

to be God antecedently to the supposed representation ; which is

decisive in the case. They suppose him God as being God's Son,

of the same nature and substance with God. This is what all

the Fathers expressly, or in words equivalent, resolve the Son's

divinity into : which consideration cuts off all your pretences at

once ; as I before intimated0, and you take no notice of it.

The reason why you did not must be visible to the meanest

reader.

In proof of the fact, that the Fathers did so resolve the

divinity of Christ, (though it be what no scholar can be ignorant

of,) I shall, for the sake of common readers, here recite their

testimonies.

Justin Martyr, in his first Apology, says of God the Son,

" Who being the Word, God's first-begotten, is also God P." In

his Dialogue he often repeats the same thing. He is " God, on

" account of his being his Son begotten before all creatures <J."

In another place, " Had you but understood what is 6aid by the

" prophets, you could not have denied him to be God, being the

" Son of the only, the uncreated, the ineffable Godr.'"

To the same purpose he elsewhere styles him God; immedi

ately adding, " as being Son of God9." And Justin is known

to represent the Son as begotten from, or out of God', (<k 0eow

and i£ iavrov,) without abscission or division11, as one fire from

0 Defence, vol. i. p. 30a.

P°Or rat \6yof irparroToKoc i>v tov

6(oC, Kai Otis vnapvtt. Apol. i. p. 123.

Ox.

1 SfoC 0€ fK TOV flWJt TtKVOV TtpaTO-

tokov Tutv okov KTicrpaTav. Just. Dial.

P-364; t , , .

1 Et vcvorjKdTf ra ftpyueva imb tS>v

■npofyiyruiv, owe ttv c£r)pvtio-8t avrov (ifal

Beoi', tux p,6vov, Kai dyonjrov, rat dp-

pifTov Otov viov. Dial. p. 366.

N. B. I read dytvrjTov with single

v, for a reason which will appear more

fully afterward : and I understand

u.6vov in opposition to creatures only,

or false gods, not to the Son, who is

always to be tacitly understood to

belong to, and to be included in, the

alone God. And I take this of Justin

to be nearly equivalent to these other

of Philo and Cyril of Alexandria.

*Or tov atSi'ou Xoyor i>v, avayxiji

rat aurdr farm 3d>6apras. Phil, dt

Con/. Ling. p. ^26.

"Orrtp ap (£ ayanjTOv Kai a<p6aprov

yry/wrrat, tovto iravras afpOaprov koi

ayivtjTov. Cyril. Thesaur. p. 34.

8 6fov oWa, vidv avrov. p. 170.

Ofos, Qfov vlbt imap\av. p. 1 7 1 •

* Just. Dial. p. 183. Apol. p. 49.

u Just. Dial. p. 183, 373. Parsen.

p. 127.
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another, and as being strictly and properly* (Ibim and Kvp(m)

Son of God. All which together expresses the consubstantiality,

sameness of nature, and most entire and perfect Unity imaginable.

Such is Justin Martyr's account of Christ's divinity ; never

speaking of his being appointed God, or being God by I know

not what representation ; but of his being God by partaking of

the one true Godhead, naturally Son of God.

The same account, but more briefly, we have from Theophilus,

Bishop of Antioch, a little lower in the same century ; who

speaks of Christ being God, as God's SonY. The same we have

also from Clemens of Alexandria, in a very remarkable passage

above cited. The same also from Tertullian, who says, " that

" which is derived from God is God, and Son of God, and both

" one Godz." Novatian speaks as plain, in these words ; " As

" nature herself has made it a rule that he must be accounted

" man, who is of man : so the same rule of nature prescribes,

" that he must be accounted God who is of God8.1'

I forbear to cite more. It is a ruled case in antiquity, that

Christ is God, (not by appointment, deputation, representation,

or any thing of like kind,) but by his Sonship ; deriving the

same divine nature from the Father as is in the Father. Nor

was the name of God ever thought by them to denote an office,

or any relative character, but nature and substance, as the word

man. It will now be easy to answer those little pleas and

exceptions which you have remaining. You have, in the main,

but one argument, which you repeat over and over : viz. that

Christ cannot be supreme God, because he was an angel, or

messenger of God : which is as much as to say that Peter, for

instance, could not be man, if sent by man. The whole strength

of your argument lies in the artificial confusion of ideas. Christ

could not be supreme in office while executing an inferior office,

that is very certain : but what has supremacy of office to do with

the notion of supreme God? God is a word expressing nature

and substance : he is supreme God, or God supreme, that has no

God of a superior nature above him. Such is Christ, even while

he submits and condescends to act ministerially : and thus all

your speculations on this head, arising only from confusion of

x Just. Apol. i. p. 45, 46. Apol. ii. ambo. Tertull. Apol. cap. 21.

p. 13. » Ut enim praescripsit ipsa nature

> 6t6c olv i>v 6 Xoyos. kui <V Otov homitum credendum esse qui ex ho-

7*4>vKa>c, &c. Theopk. p. 130. Ox. mine sit: ita eadera nature praescribit

1 Quod de Deo profectum est Deus et Deum credendum esse qui ex Deo

est, et Dei Filius, et unus (suppl. Deus) sit. Novat. cap. 1 1 .
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ideas, drop at once. I submit sometimes to your phraseology,

of supreme God, though it be improper, and rather Pagan than

Christian. Supreme God has generally a tacit reference to an

inferior God; and so it was used in the Pagan theology. But

Christians, who acknowledge but one God, should never talk of a

supreme God ; the more proper name being rather the one God,

the true God, the God of the universe, God supreme, and the like.

But you, to introduce your Polytheism, are perpetually telling us

of the supreme God; and every time you meet with enl iram

©toy, or 6 0eos tS>v 8Xa>v, you falsely and corruptly render it, the

supreme God, (instead of the God of the universe,) to serve your

hypothesis. I do not find that the Fathers were used to style

God the Father supreme God; except when disputing with

Pagans, or the like, they accommodated themselves in some

measure to their style, reserving to themselves the Christian

sense. And it is but very rarely they use -rrp&Tos Qeoy, or Deus

Princeps, for the Father ; and when they do, it is, as I said, to

express the supreme Father in a style not proper to Christian

principles, only in condescension to the Pagans, to be the better

understood.

To return. I perceive the subordination is what you lay the

main stress upon, in order to overthrow the Church's doctrine

of Christ's real divinity. You will now be reduced to this single

maxim, (which you are sensible you can never prove, but every

where suppose,) that the unity or equality which we teach is not

consistent with any distinction of order or offices. Whenever

you are disposed to try the strength of your metaphysics, that

point may be debated with you. At present you have thought

it the wiser way only to speak your wishes, and to deliver out

dictates instead of proofs : a method which may be thought

rather too assuming in private, and withal very fallible men ; to

expect that their bare affirmations should have any weight against

the united verdict of all the Christian churches, ancient and

modern.

I shall take but little notice of the " incidental errors" which

you are pleased to charge me with, p. 160, &c. because the

reader will have seen, before this time, that they are imaginary

only, founded upon your own mistakes. I may just observe

that, p. 164, you give a character, or description of God the

Father, calling it, very absurdly, " the signification of the word

" God, when applied to the Father." You might as well have

given a description, or character of Adam, calling it the signifi
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cation of the word man, when applied to Adam. To say what

the Fathers Person is, is one thing : to say what is signified by

the name God, is another. Your testimonies none of them

come up to the point : which was to shew, that unbegotten, or

that particular manner of existing, is necessarily included in the

signification of the word God. There is nothing more under

this Query, but what I have before sufficiently answered or

obviated. But since this Query has been drawn out into a very

great length, so as almost to take in the whole of the contro

versy ; it may be for the ease and conveniency of the reader, to

subjoin a brief recapitulation or summary of what has been

done in it.

It has been shewn, first, from Scripture, that God the Son is

not excluded by such texts as speak of the Unity ; not excluded

from being God, and one God with the Father. The texts that

prove this have been explained and vindicated ; and the pre

tended contrary evidence from Scripture has been shewn to be

null, and of no account.

It has been further proved, that the ancients in general teach

the same thing, by understanding the exclusive texts to affect

idols only, or other Gods ; by declaring against admitting any

other God besides God the Father, yet admitting God the Son ;

by their asserting Father and Son together to be one God, or

the one God : and, lastly, by their believing God the Son to have

been that very Person, who declared himself God of Israel, God

of Abraham, &c. besides whom the Jews were to have no God ;

declaring this of himself, in his own proper Person, (not excluding

the Father or Holy Ghost, one with him,) as being really God,

because Son of God, of the same divine nature and substance with

God the Father. These things have been proved to have been

unanimously taught by the ancients ; saving only some little

difference in Novatian, a schismatic at that time, and of no con

siderable authority, (though he also agrees in the main doctrine

of the Son's essential divinity ;) allowing also for some dissent in

Eusebius, (a late writer, and a familiar acquaintance of the

leading Arians,) in which he is not consistent with himself, or

with the Creed which he subscribed, or with his public speeches

and debates.

Upon the whole, one can scarce desire fuller or better evidence

of what I advanced in this Query than has been produced for

it. And, as I formerly told you, so I again repeat it, (though

perhaps you may be the last to believe,) that " the Fathers
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" stand pointed against you, and you are certain to expose

" your cause as often as you hope for any relief or succour

" from them." Which shall be yet more fully evidenced in the

sequel.

QUERY III.

Whether the word (God) in Scripture can reasonably be supposed

to carry an ambiguous meaning, or to be used in a different

sense, when applied to the Father and Son in the same Scripture,

and even in the same verse ? See John i. i.

YOUR new answer to this Query is, that the word God,

when applied to the Father, " denotes him who alone has all

" perfections, &c. in and of himself, original, underived, &c." but

when applied to the Son, it denotes one who has not his per

fections of himself, but derived, &c. and so the word God is used

in different senses, supreme and subordinate. You might as well

say that the word man, when applied to Adam, denotes the

person of Adam, who was unbegotten; but when applied to Seth,

it denotes the person of Seth, who was begotten; and therefore

the word man does not signify the same thing, or carry the

same idea in both cases, but is used in different senses. What

I assert is, that the word God signifies or denotes absolute

perfection, whether applied to Father or Son; and is therefore

applied in the same sense to both. He that is possessed of

all perfection (whether originally or derivatively) is God ; all that

God is, God in the highest and fullest sense of the word

God. You are to shew that unoriginateness, or paternity, is con

tained in the idea or definition of God ; or that the word God

necessarily implies it. By your account, the word God, in one

sense, signifies as much as God and Father together. You

have no ground for this fancy, either in Scripture or antiquity.

The truth is, God denotes all perfection, and Father denotes

a relation of order, and a particular manner of existing: all

which you confusedly blend together, as if signified by the one

word God. Hitherto then you have brought no proof of two

different senses of the word God, when applied to Father and

Son.

I must observe, that here appears to be a very great change,

a very material alteration in your scheme since your writing

before. God was then a mere relative, a word of office, and

always so, in Scripture: so the learned Doctor had told usb, and

b See Clarke's Script. Doctrine, p. 296. 1st edit. Reply, p. 119, 290.
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that it was never intended to express metaphysical attributes.

But now it is to signify all perfections, original, underived, (by

which you mean necessary existence, as you elsewhere explain it.)

So that you now come into my notion of the true and proper sense

of the word God; excepting that you confound unoriginateness

with necessary existence, which I keep distinct : and as I take the

necessary existence into the definition of God, I as constantly

throw out unbegotten, as having nothing to do in it. What kind

of a divinity you have left to God the Son, you may do well to

consider ; having excluded him from the one necessarily existing

Godhead, and from being God in the most usual and scriptural

sense of the word; which you had some pretence to before,

while you supposed the word God a mere relative, whether ap

plied to Father or Son.

Our dispute about dominion is now at an end ; though it before

made a great part of this Query. I allow that the phrase,

our God, expresses some relation of God to us, as well as what

he is absolutely in himself. I admitted as much before6 ; so that

you need not now have mentioned it as any discovery.

You do not tell me in what sense you make Christ God, after

you have struck him out of that sense which occurs ordinarily in

Scripture, and which is indeed the only true and proper sense of

the word ; all the rest being loose and figurative only, as I

shewed at larged. Instead of answering difficulties, which was

the part you undertook, you turn objector ; thereby to hide and

cover, if possible, the many flaws in your scheme.

Why do you not tell me plainly in what sense the Son

is God, that I may argue the point with you, and do justice

to the common readers, who want to be satisfied in so important

a question ?

You object to me thus : " If none can properly be styled God,

" who has not all perfections, how come you to leave out the

" principal of the essential perfections of the first Cause and

" Author of all things?" p. 173.

To which I answer, that I leave out no perfections at all. 1

suppose the Son, with the Father, to be the one Cause andAuthor

of all creatures ; and there is no need of saying first where there

is never a second. At the same time, I suppose the Father

to be Father of his Son ; which expresses a relation of order, and

mode of existence ; not any difference in any essential perfection.

c Defence, vol. i. p. 306. d Ibid. p. 304, &c.
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Neither is there any greater perfection in being a Father, in this

case, than in being a Son ; but both are equally perfect, equally

necessary in respect of existence; all things common but the

personal characters : and self-existence, as distinct from necessary

existence, is expressive only of the order and manner in which the

perfections are in the Father, not of any distinct perfection.

With this answer the Catholic Fathers baffled the Arians and

Eunomians, objecting in the same way you now do : and as you

might have known this, it might have been more for your credit

to have shewn the answer to be insufficient, than barely to

repeat a stale objection. You have little else but repetition in

pages 1 74, 1 75. One argument, in a manner, is to serve quite

through your book. The Son cannot be supreme God; no, he

cannot, because he is a Son, because he is subordinate, because

he has acted, or still acts ministerially. Repeat this ever so

often, it proves nothing but a distinction of Persons, order, and

offices; no difference of nature, or perfections, or Godhead. And

what has the question about supreme Godhead, relating to nature

and substance, (as God is a word denoting substance, and he is

God supreme that knows no nature superior to his own,) to do

with order or offices ? The Son is God supreme for that very

reason, because he is a Son, of the same nature and the same

divine perfections with the Father. But you say, the word

" nature is of very uncertain, various signification :" and you

return me the same loose answer which Dr. Clarke gave to Mr.

Nelson6, which I sufficiently exposed in my Defence1. The

plain fact is, that you are pinched, and you see where, and have

nothing to retreat to but insignificant words.

What is there in the words equality of nature, more than

what every peasant or child may understand ? Man is in nature

equal to man ; angel to angel; any individual to another of the

same kind : a very little metaphysics may suffice in so plain a

thing. This then is what I assert, that a supremacy of order or

of office is consistent with equality of nature ; and if the Son be

in nature equal to the Father, he is also equal in Godhead,

which is a word expressing nature ; and if equal in Godhead,

equally God supreme. Q.E.D. This I took to be sound and true

reasoning before : and you have been pleased to confirm it by

your tacit confession : while you avoid replying to it.

To prove that Christ is God in the same sense as the Father

e Clarke's Reply, p. 17. 1 Defence, vol. i. p. 448.
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is, I appealed to hie name Jehovah ; as I have also elsewhere s,

more at large. To this you have little to answer, besides what

I have abundantly replied to above, about Christ's being a -mes

senger and representative, &c.

As to what you add of inferior angels speaking in the style of

their principals ; you will consider, that it is a notion directly

opposite to all the ancients; whose general argument for the

divinity of God the Son, drawn from the appearances under the

Old Testament, would be entirely eluded and frustrated by it :

neither could they have proved, in that way, the existence of

God the Son, but upon a supposition directly contrary to you.

This therefore is one great prejudice against your notion, and

such as ought to have weight with you, while you make your

boasts of antiquity. Besides, I thought you had before allowed

that God the Son was Jeho-vah, God, Lord, &c. in his own Person,

though in a subordinate sense: and I think you then gave

me a rebuke, p. 159, for supposing the contrary. Are you now

altered of a sudden, and become another man I But be it so, this

new answer will serve no better than the former : for as to any

pretended instance you can bring from the Old Testament, it will

be answered, that the angel was the Logos, for that very reason,

because he used the style of God ; as it was customary for him

to do. And as to your instance from Bev. xi. i , 3. I own it so runs

in the English ; but a scholar should have looked into the Greek,

where he will not find it. This you had notice of long agoh.

Your example given of the Roman fecialis is as little to your

purpose as the other. For in the words, Ego populusque Roma-

mis, I and the Roman people ; I does not denote the senate, as

you imagine, but the fecialis, the herald himself coming in the

name of the Roman people, considered in their large collective

sense, comprehending all the Romans, senate and people. And

so you find, in Rosinus, the herald saying, Ego sum puhlicus

nuncius populi Romani : not, Ego sum populus Romanus, or, Ego

sum senatus ; as your supposition would require. However, I do

not pretend that no instance can be given of such a thing as a

proxy, in any case whatever. But that God should thus permit

a creature to be his proxy, (as man may permit man,) appears

by no means proper or congruous, because of the infinite disparity;

and because of the inevitable danger it would bring men into, of

mistaking the creature for the Creator, and misplacing their wor-

s Sermons, p. 44, &c. of this volume.

h True Script. Doctr. continued, p. 194. See also Mr. Wade, p. 33.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. f, 1
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ship, which would be idolatry. You proceed (p. 178,) to weaken

the force of what I had said in relation to the name or appellation

of Jehovah.

Our dispute is in a great measure superseded, since you no

longer insist upon the relative meaning of the word God ; against

which I was then arguing.

It is very indifferent to me whether Jehovah be ever an appel

lative, (as Bishop 'Pearson thinks,) or always a. proper name, as

others k teach ; provided only that it be looked upon as a name

expressive of an intrinsicperfection, and not of an outward relation,

like king, governor, &c.

And that it is expressive of necessary existence, the best critics,

ancient and modern, agree. I had said (vol. i. p. 310, of my

Defence) that its primary signification is Being; to which you

answer very strangely, that " the name Jehovah signifies neither

" primarily, nor at all, Substance, or Being, but Person." This

is little more than equivocating upon the word signify; which

is low employment. Let it denote a Person, which is what you

mean by signify, (for I hope you do not intend to say that the

word Person is the English for the Hebrew Jehovah,) still it sig

nifies the nature of that Person to whom the name is given, to

be existing, in the emphatical sense, or necessarily existing : and

if it be applied to more Persons than one, it still signifies the

same also. You are fallen into such a road of talking, without

any distinct meaning, that I am sometimes at a loss to know

what it is you would say. Jehovah, you observe, does not signify

substance, but the " Person, whose the substance is.11 I beseech

you, what is Person but substance ? Is it intelligent, agent nothing ?

Person, as I take it, is intelligent, acting substance; (though

that is not a full definition ;) and so the sense of what you have

said amounts to this ; that Jehovah does not signify substance,

but the intelligent acting substance, whose that substance is.

Readers will be much edified by these very curious and deep

remarks. The truth may be said at once, in a very few words,

that the name Jeliovah denotes the necessary existence of as many

Persons as it is applied to ; and being applied to Christ, it is a

proof that he is necessarily existing as well as the Father, and

one Jeliovah with him ; since JeJtovah is one1. You say, Father

and Son being two agents will be two Je/wvahs ; but that, you will

remember, is begging the question. The Father is intelligent

1 Pearson on the Creed, p. 150. ed. 10. k Brocklesby's Gospel Theism,

p. 347. 1 See my Sermons, p. 140 of this volume.
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substance, and the Son intelligent substance ; and both one sub

stance, one Jehovah, one God. You add, (p.] 80,) "being con-

" substantial with Jehovah will no more make another Person

" to be the same Jehovah, thau being consubstantial with the

" Father will make him the same Father." For want of argu

ments, I am forced to take your sayings, where there is no argu

ment. I never put the Unity upon consubstantiality alone"1 : one

man is consubstantial to another, and yet they are not one man,

nor one substance. But if the Son be not only consubstantial, but

also one substance with the Father, (styled Jehovah,) as proceed

ing from him, and inseparably contained in him ; then he is also

one Jehovah with him. You have a further pretence, that if the

Son be Jehovah, or 6 a>v, he will be " unbegotten, unoriginate, &c."

But your reasoning is lame ; because you have not proved that

6 S>v either signifies unbegotten, or ever necessarily implies it. The

Father indeed is 6 tbv, and is unbegotten ; but not 6 oiv, because

unbegotten, but because necessarily existing.

Page 181, you come to inform the reader what it is I mean

by the Son's being supreme God : it is, you say, supreme in the

strict sense ; God in the same sense, and in as high a sense as

the Father himself; and yet, strange contradiction ! " referring all

" to the Father as Father, Head, Fountain, &c." Now here is

no contradiction at all, but what you have made to yourself,

through your confusion of thought, and your want of distinct per

ception. For when I apply supreme to the word God, I mean

as I ought to mean, that the Son is God supreme, (knowing no

superior God, no divine nature greater, higher, or more excel

lent than his own.) not that he is the supreme Father: who,

though superior in order, is not therefore of superior Godhead ;

for a supremacy of order is one thing, a supremacy of nature or

Godhead, another. These are plain things to all that have ever

dipped in this controversy.

But you come a little closer up to me in your following words,

which will indeed deserve notice ; because it is running your

argument up as far as it can possibly be carried. You say, that

upon my principles " there is no impossibility but the Father

" (if the economy had been so laid) might as well have exercised

" the authority of the Son, executed his orders, &c." nay, and

" have been begotten also of the Son, and from him have re-

" ceived his being." But do not blend things together which

m See my Defence, vol. i. p. 543, 544.

l1 2



516 A SECOND DEFENCE Qu. m.

ought to be kept distinct ; and then we shall see clearly into this

matter, so far as is needful.

If you ask, why that Person called the Son might not have

been Father ; I have nothing to say, but that in fact he is not :

so it is written, and so we believe. The Father is Father, and the

Son is Son ; and because of this relation ofFather and Son, there

is a natural priority of order, (I say, natural, not economical,) by

which the Son is referred up to the Father as his Head, and not

vice versa.

As to the Son's acting a ministerial part, that indeed is purely

economical ; and there was no impossibility, in the nature of the

thing, but the Father himself might have done the same : but it

was more congruous that he who is first in order should be first

in office too : and had it been otherwise, it would have been

inverting the order of the Persons ; which, I think, is reason

sufficient against it. To which purpose Bp. Pearson very justly

observes: " Upon this preeminence, (of the Father,) as I con-

" ceive, may safely be grounded the congruity of the divine

" mission. We often read that Christ was sent, from whence he

" bears the name of an apostle himself, as well as those whom

" he therefore named so ; because as the Father sent him, so sent

" he them. The Holy Ghost is also said to be sent, sometimes

" by the Father, sometimes by the Son : but we never read that

" the Father was sent at all ; there being an authority in that name

" which seems inconsistent with this mission"." All this is very

right in the Bishop's sense of authority ; not in yours, as sig

nifying power and dominion over a subject ; which is neither

excellent nor true divinity, but false and blasphemous.

You proceed to consider my argument for one and the same

strict sense of the word God, drawn from John i. i, which argu

ment the reader may see briefly summed up in my first Sermon,

above, p. 45.

I argued, as is usual", from the word God occurring twice in

the same verse, without the least hint of any different sense. You

pretend, on the contrary, that " for that very reason it must

n Pearson on the Creed, p. 36. Deum, et Deus erat Verbum. Nam

o Si evangelista Deum alium quis non voci Deus conjunctim repe-

majorem et supremum hie indicat, ali- tita; eandem utrobique significationem

um vero minorem et longe inaqualem; statim aptaverit? Quis eandem vocem,

incogitanter admodum Johannes, ut bis eodem loco enuntiatam tain dispa-

ait plerumque Athanasius, res adeo raiasignificareputaverit? Montfaucon,

disparatas, sine ulla distinctione, uno Preelim. Dissert, in Euseb. Comment,

eodemquevocabulo utramquecopulans, in Psalm, p. 21.

significavit : et Verbum, ait, erat apud
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" bear a different sense, because it is used in the very same

" sentence by way of contradistinction," p. 1 83 . By what kind of

logic you draw this strange inference, I see not. Suppose it were

said, Seth was with the man, (i.e. Adam,) and Seth was man;

doth it follow that the word man carries two senses ? or God the

Father was with the Spirit, (meaning the Holy Ghost,) and the

Father was Spirit; does it follow that the word Spirit bears

two senses ? Would it not be rather manifest in both cases, that

the words so repeated, and so near one another, are interpreta

tive of each other? "The Son," you say, "is styled God the

" Word, or Messenger;'''' which is more than you know. See my

Sermons as to the meaning of the name Word v. But suppose

him so styled by way of prolepsis, (being here considered ante

cedently to the creation,) as one that was to be sent to create

the world, and to reveal the Father to mankind ; how is this at

all repugnant to the doctrine of his being the one God supreme ?

I have so often answered this pretence, that I am afraid of nau

seating the reader with repetition. You say, "he is distinguished

" from him who of his own original supreme authority sends the

" message.11 Very true ; he is distinguished from the Person of

the Father, who has hia authority from none : and yet the Son

having the same supreme authority (if you mean power and

dominion) from the Father, is one God supreme with him. He is

distinguished, you say, from the " first Cause, of whom are all

" things," because "through him" are all things. He is distin

guished in Person, and in the manner, or order of operating ; but

not as one cause from another cause: for as all things are of one,

and by the other, both together are one Cause of all things');

their operations undivided, their nature, power, perfections, and

glory one.

I had argued, that the Son was God before the creation. You

say (p. 183.) this infers not supremacy. Yes it does: he was

before all creatures, therefore no creature, therefore no precarious

being, therefore necessarily existing, therefore equal in nature and

Godhead with the Father ; therefore God supreme as well as the

Father. The link is never the worse for its length, if it be but

well connected.

I had said, that the Son could not be called God, in the sense

of dominion, John i. 1, because he is there considered ante

cedently to the creation, and before any dominion commenced.

p Sermon I. p. 31, &c. of this volume.

1 See ray Sermons, p. 54, &c. 66, 80, 82. of this volume.
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This, I think, is self-evident. But you have a mind to dispute

the point. Your argument is, that God was merciful, good, and

just, before the creation, therefore also he was possessed of do

minion, p. 183, 184.

That is to say, he was disposed to acts of goodness, mercy, and

justice, and likewise to have dominion in his own appointed time ;

therefore he had dominion before he had it. Does not every

body know, that dominus and serous, master and sercant, are

relatives, as much as father and son, husband and wife, and

always suppose and imply each other, commence and fall to

gether? Tertullian therefore was very right and accurate in his

distinction about God and Lord1 ; that the Father was always

God, God denoting nature, substance, and perfections ; but became

Lord in time, as soon as the creation commenced ; Lord express

ing his relation to his creatures. To proceed :

I had argued for Christ's real and supreme divinity, from his

part in the creation, according to John i. Here you have only

the same thing over again, about the distinction of of whom and

by whom; which is nothing to the purpose.

I allow, that the Father is primarily Creator, and Son

secondarily, or subordinately ; and both one Creator. There is a

difference of order, or manner, which yet makes no difference of

power or Godhead: so that this is mere trifling, unless you could

prove that the Unity of Godhead is not consistent with the dis

tinction of Persons, order, or offices ; which you have not done.

I dispute not whether ota may express the primary efficient

cause ; it expresses as much efficiency as V7tb or ex, which is all I

am concerned for: and as to the different order or manner of

the two Persons concurring in the same thing, it neither makes

them two Causes, nor tioo Creators, nor two Gods ; nor is it any

argument against the Son's being Cause, Creator, or God, in the

same high and full sense of those words as the Father.

You have something to say to two instances given, (Rom. xi.

36. Heb. ii. 10.) where 5ta is applied to the Father. You in

terpret the texts of his providential care : not that things are

created, but preserved, through him. Allowing you this construc-

r Dei nomen dicimus semper fuisse suo nomine, quod est Deus ; postea

apud semetipsum et in semetipso, Do- Dominus, accedentis scilicet rei men-

mtnumveronon semper. Diversaenim tio. Nam ex quo esse coeperunt in

utriusque conditio. Deus substantias quae potestas Domini ageret, ex illo,

ipsius nomen, id est, divinitatis : Do- per accessionem potestatis, et factus

minus vero non substantia;, set! potes- et dictus est Dominus. TertuU.contr.

tatis: substantiam semper fuisse cum Hermog. cap. 3.
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tion, (which is perfectly precarious,) yet you have only seemed

to say something, as usual, when, upon the matter, you have

really said nothing. For if 6ta may be applied even to the

Father, who, with you, is the original efficient Cause of the pre

servation of all things, and whose is the original governing

Providence, (a work and business not less considerable than the

work of creation;) what can you infer merely from 8ia being

applied to God the Son? He might, notwithstanding what you

have here said, be efficient, and even originally too, either in

creation or conservation ; for they are near akin to each other :

and so conservation has been sometimes styled continued creation,

being a continuance of the same power. Might you not there

fore have been content with my granting you more than you can

fairly prove from the bare force of Sta, instead of labouring a

needless point; where, at last, you can make nothing out? I

have allowed you (which I may now call a courtesy) a priority

of order : make your advantage of it. You say it is in words ;

that is, because you make a difference in order to be no difference

in order ; and confound coordination with coequality. I desire

no greater advantage over an adversary than to see him reduced

to self-contradiction and plain defiance to common sense, only to

keep up an hypothesis. I admit a difference of order, not of

nature : but that word nature is so very obscure and metaphy

sical; I would say, that distinction is so plain and obvious,

carrying in it so entire a confutation of all you have been saying

or doing, that you cannot endure the least mention of it. You

have thought it material to observe, (p. 186,) that things are

said to have been created for the pleasure of God the Father,

(Rev. iv. 10, 1 1,) which is no where said of the Son. To which

I answer, nor twice of the Father. However, nobody can doubt

but the world was created for the Son's pleasure as well as the

Father's ; and to me it seems that the expression of St. Paul

("All things were created by him, and for him") is as strong

and significative as the other. I am the more confirmed in it,

because I observe that you translate, or construe, els avruv ra

■naira in Rom. xi. 36. (the very same phrase here used in Coloss.

i. 15,) "To his glory they all terminate," (p. 1 85,) which is as

much as terminating in his pleasure*.

We are now to hold a debate about 6 0<6s, which is very

needless in the main, because I had really admitted (to shorten

" See my Sermons, p. 58 of this volume.
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our dispute) more than you could prove, either from Scripture

or antiquity. I had allowed 6 ©eoy to be the ordinary title of

God the Father, and rightly reserved to him, in most cases, as

his distinguishing personal character4, in the sense of avroOeos.

Yet I very well know that this is more than you can prove from

the Fathers, except from Origen ; and that not from his latest

and best writings. Might you not then have thought it sufficient

to build upon my concessions, rather than to make your cause

appear the weaker, by endeavouring to give it more strength

than belongs to it? It is demonstration, that the Fathers in

general made no account of the distinction between @«os and 6

0fos, in our present case ; because of their applying a multitude

of texts to Christ, where there is 6 Qtos, as before shewn. Your

pretence of his being considered as representative only, has been

fully answered above : besides that you are fluctuating and in

consistent in your accounts of that matter ; sometimes allowing

Christ to be what he is there styled (viz. o Qebs) in his own

Person ; and again retracting it, by supposing the title to belong

only to the other Person, whom he represented. In short, you

seem not to know what to determine, or where to fix ; so various

and unconstant a thing is error. It being certain that the

Fathers, in general, so interpreted Scripture as to make no

account of your distinction ; it will be of less weight if they

appear to make more of it in their own writings : for why should

they fix a rule to themselves which Scripture (by their own ac

count) had not observed, but the direct contrary i Indeed, you

have two writers, before the Nicene Council, to produce for it,

Clemens and Origen : as to Clemens, how little he made of the

distinction, as to our present question, may be observed from

his manner of styling the Father and Son together 6 ©eoj, as

hath been noted above. Besides this, I took notice that he often

gives the Son, singly, the title of 6 Qtos : and I referred to the

places": you have something to say to every one of them, to

shew how resolute you can be in defending any thing you have

once pretended to lay a stress upon. To the first passage x, you

say it is only an allusion to Psalm xxxiv. 8. And what then i

Is it ever the less true, that 6 ©eos is there applied to Christ I

To the second passage) you say, the Adyos is spoken of, as per-

1 See my Defence, vol. i. p. 315. p. 72.

u Clemens Alex. p. 72, 132, 251, y "Eti bi <cui dvovofuurros f/v 6 S«6r
 

t'lUm on Xpiarot 6 etof. Clem. Clem. p. 132.
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sonating the Father. Not a word does Clemens say ofpersonating,

but of the Son's being the face of the Father1: so that in seeing

one, both were, in a manner, seen ; one being the perfect resem

blance of the other, and representing him, (not in your low sense

of personating,) but exhibiting him, as in a lively mirror, by

exhibiting himself. Besides, that it is plain from Clemens, that

the same Person who was to be man, was o 0«<w. Was this the

Father, think you, or the Son \ To the third passage", you say,

that the 6 Qebs "is not the Aoyos, but a sanctified Christian."

But your better retreat is to the various lection ; not only be

cause your construction is at least dubious, but because if it

were certain, it were still an instance of 6 Qtbs applied by

Clemens contrary to your criticism. To the fourth and fifth

passages1', you reply, that -'top Qebv and tu 0€<j> may be under-

" stood of the Father.11 To which I need only say, they cannot

without straining, and making the construction forced and un

natural. To the sixth0, you say, " the limitations added are

" strongly against me." That is only a fancy of your own : but

was not the question, whether 6 0«6s was applied to Christ by

Clemens ? An ingenuous man would either have confessed plain

fact, or have said nothing. None of the passages, you say,

" give to the Son the title (6 0«os) in the absolute and unlimited

" construction." And might you not have had this reserve, if I

had produced a thousand passages with 6 0«os applied to Christ I

I do not expect you should grant them to be understood in the

unlimited construction : you have resolved against it : and if

there were as many instances in Scripture as in the Fathers, you

might still have some pretence against an unlimited construction.

In the mean while, what becomes of your criticisms upon 6 Qtbs,

if we are to judge from other rules, whether it is to be understood

with limitation, or otherwise ? Doth it not appear, even from

yourself, that the insisting on the article is very trifling I I had

likewise produced Clemens for styling the Son, 6 -nairroKpaTup a.

Here you tell me it is not in an absolute construction. And

what if it is not ? The instance is sufficient to shew that Christ

is true God, upon Clemens's principles, because he is 6 itavroKpa-

z npocramov it roO Qtov 6 Aoyos, <u c "Ayvota yap ov% anrtTat tov Otov,

(paTlfcrai 6 Bfor, nat yvoplfcrai. tot( tov irp6 xara/SoX^c k6<tuov <rvujiov\ov

Km 'lcrpaf]\ btamipturtai, ot« cZ8< tov ytvoptvov tov narpos. Clem. p. 83J.

6(6c, tov KvptoV ovros (oTiv 6 0(6s, ll 'Av(vifr)s yap 6 tov vavTOKparopa

o Aoyos, &c. Clem. Ibid. Qtov \6yov txav> *<" o^oei/or i>v xPJlCtl>

■ Clem. Alex. p. 251. tmipti Trmt Clem. p. 337.

b Ibid. p. 273, 436.
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Tcope, for Clemens makes no distinction about absolute construc

tion. But neither can you prove that Clemens does not use the

words tov Tra.vTOKpi.Topa, in the passage cited, in an absolute con

struction, (if one can know what you mean by absolute,) nor

if you could, would it at all change the sense of the word isavro-

KpiTatp, or make it signify any thing less than when applied ever

so absolutely. Clemens reasons from it in the same manner as he

would have done from the same word, or title, understood in the

fullest and highest sense that navroKpaTap, or Almighty, can come

up to. It is to little purpose for you to shew that Clemens

sometimes styles the Father \16vos 6 TtavTOKparoip. It is not

Clemens's way to use the exclusive terms, in such instances, in

any opposition to God the Son, but quite the contrary ; as hath

been observed above. As to Origen, you will be able to make

no more of the place cited f than this ; that as the Ao'yos excels

all other his inferiors, so also the Aoyos is excelled by the Father ;

not in the same degree, but in a certain sense, as the Father is

avToOeos, God from none, the Son God by partaking of the

Father's Godhead.

However, if Origen or his interpolators have any where in these

comments dropped any unwary expressions ; you will remember

that they are of no moment any further than they are consistent

with Origen's certain, well-weighed doctrine, in his treatise

against Celsus.

As to Eusebius, your last authority for the distinction between

©ebs and 6 0eos, (whatever his principles were,) all the use he

makes of the distinction is only to prove against Marcellus, that

the Son was not the Father. For he perpetually charges Mar

cellus with Sabellianism ; as making the Son to be the Father,

and vice versa. His words, literally and justly rendered, (not

as you render them,) run thus : " The Evangelist could have

" said, the Word was 6 0eos, with the addition of the article,

" had he thought the Father and Son to be one and the same

" thing, and that the Word himself was the God over alls.'"

The sense of this passage will entirely depend upon a right

consideration of what it was that Eusebius charged Marcellus

e Oi yap Qfov irrXat npoo-elntv 6 in Joh. p. 46, 47. Vid. Huetii not.

rjj tov upBpov 7rpoTa£« t6v iramoKpd- p. 93, 94.

Topa SrjXmo-as. Clem. p. $48. Avvuptvos yovv tlntiv, Kai 6 0«6f

' AfKTfov yap avrols Srt Tore piv ip 6 \6yos, uera Tijs tov iipBpov irpoa-

aiiroBtos 6 &tos iart nav Hi to 07«i}f, tt yt iv Kai tovtov rjyeiTO top

napa to avrodcos /icto^ Trjs (Kcivov nartpa 4ivai teat tov viov' avrov re

Btorriros 8tonoiovptvov, ovk 6 Qtbs, €ivai tov \6yov tov fVrl navrtov Qtov.

aXXa 6e6r tcvpiaiTtpovav Xt'yoiro. Orig. Euseb. contr. Marc. p. 127.
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with ; or how he understood Marcellus to affirm the Father and

Son to be the same thing, or same God.

Now this will easily appear from divers places in Eusebius's

treatise against him. He charges Marcellus with making the

Word a mere notional thing, fleeting and vanishing, like a human

word, nothing living and subsisting^. He charges him with

taking it in a Jewish sense, and making no more than a nominal

difference between the Father and his Word' : one Essence and

one Hypostasis too, in the way of Sabellius. He charges him with

taking away the very existence as well as Hypostasis of the Son ;

with making one Hypostasis with three names*, having no more

than a nominal, not a real distinction. Hence it is plain what

Eusebius, in the passage above cited, meant by iv koI rawbv,

one and the same thing; as also by making the Ao'yos to be top

iitl ndvTiov Q(6v, the God over all. It was making Father and

Son one Person, as we now term it ; and so confounding both in

one, as to take away all real distinction. You have therefore no

reason to think I had partially represented Eusebius, when I

said, (Defence, vol. i. p. 3 15,) that he made no further use of the

observation about the article, than to prove against Marcellus,

that the Ao'yos is a distinct real Person, and not the Father

himself. It is you that have partially represented Eusebius,

either to serve your hypothesis, or for want of considering the

drift and scope of Eusebius's treatise, and in what sense he uses

his terms.

What then is the result of your inquiries about the distinction

between ©<os with the article and without it ? 1 . You have not

been able to prove that the Ante-Nicene writers in general took

any notice at all of it : two only are found, Clemens and Origen.

The former never applies it at all to the text of St. John, nor

makes any use of it to shew the preeminence of the Father

above the Son: so far from it, that he gives the title of 6 ©eos

indifferently to Father, or Son, or to both together, according as

occasion offers. The latter has indeed, in an unaccurate work, or

perhaps corrupted, mentioned the distinction, and applied it to

prove some preeminence of the Father as being God of himself,

or unbegolten. But in his later and more certainly genuine

works, he has nothing of this kind, but resolves the Unity in a

very different way from what he had done in his Commentaries;

answering the objection of Ditheism upon quite another foot.

h Euseb. p. 4, 19. p. 5. ' Euseb. p. 33, 35, 36. k Ibid. p. 167, 175.
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a. You have not been able to shew that the Fathers ever

imagined the Scripture style to be at all conformable to that

distinction: nay, the contrary is evident from their citing a

multitude of texts of the Old Testament, and applying them to

Christ as therein denoted by the title of 6 ©to'j. 3. You have

not been able to shew, that the Father ever invariably or

carefully followed any such rule in their own style, (though you

confidently affirm they did, p. 188.) For, besides what hath

been shewn from Clemens, examples may be given to the con

trary out of the other ancient writers1. 4. If it could have been

proved that this distinction had been ever so constantly observed ;

yet no certain consequence in favour of your principles could be

drawn from it : nothing but what (for the sake of shortening a

dispute) I would have admitted, without your producing any

ancient writer for it; namely this, that the Father is em

phatically 6 ©toy, as first Person, though the Son be 0«os in the

same sense : almost in like manner as the Holy Ghost is em

phatically to TTvevfm, though the Father or Son be irvevna in as

strict and proper a sense of Ttvtvy.a as the other.

You at length bring me a quotation from Theodorus Abucara,

a very orthodox man of the ninth century, allowing that in

Scripture style 6 ©toy is a title appropriate to the Father. This

is more than the ancients would have allowed ; except the obser

vation be confined to the New Testament. However, you may

perceive that, in the judgment of very orthodox men, our cause

is in no danger from this famed distinction m : they knew the

difference between allowing 6 &eos to be an appropriate title, and

making the sense of ©tos depend upon an article.

As to John i. 1 . where the want of the article before ©eos is

made an objection against us, it should be considered that the

expression, 0tos fjv 6 Adyos, is just what it should be on our

principles. The want of the article determines ©eos to be the

predicate, ascertains the construction against the Sabellians, and

is the very expression which any accurate Greek writer would

1 Iretueus, p. ail, 215, 271. ed. evacif, rfroi avanrvgis Kal avaK«f>a-

Bened. Hippolytus, vol. i. p. 267. ii. AntWis rijs rpid&os 6 lra-nip t'orir, i>s

p. 15, 20. Melito. cit. a Grab. Not. in cfirro 6 6to\6yot. Petav. Trin. lib.

Bull. p. 86. Origenes contr. Cels. iv. cap. 15. p. 262.

p. 85, 162. " He is emphatically styled God,

m Petavius, where he cites the " because the rather is the Union, or

passage you mention, cites also an- " folding up, or recapitulation of the

other of the same author ; which de- "Trinity; as (Gregory) the divine

served your notice. " has observed."
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choose, rather than the other, to signify what we understand

by it.

Having done with criticisms, you return to your logical sub

tleties. I had admitted a priority of order, yet denying the Son

to be God in a subordinate sense : upon which you remark,

" then he is God in a coordinate sense ; and what becomes of

" the priority of order V

To which I answer, that though he be God in a coordinate,

or rather the same sense of the word God, yet he is God in a

subordinate manner, as being God of God : and now what becomes

of the subordinate sense of the word God ?

You pretend, that subordinate has necessarily a relation to

government : which I deny. And if you could prove it, (as you

cannot,) all that would follow is, that God the Son is not subor

dinate. And then, instead of saying that he is subordinate, we

would only say that he is a Son, or that he is of the Father ;

changing the phrase, but still retaining the doctrine under other

terms. But it is ridiculous to assert, that a difference of order

does not make a subordination, or an equality of order a coordi

nation. To my instance of Adam and Seth, you say, that " to

" Adam, considered as a governor, Seth was subordinate." Yes,

and subject too. But to Adam, considered merely as a Father,

he was only subordinate, and not subject.

You add, that " man being the abstract name of a species,

" all men are equally men." In like manner, God being a name

for as many Persons as have the divine nature, every Person

having that nature is equally God. You go on : " Among men

" a son does not derive his being from his father but God,

" when he is styled Father, must always be understood to be

" airCa, a true and proper cause, really and efficiently giving

" life." This is the philosophy of Dr. Clarke" : and it is to in

timate, that though every son of man has the " nature of man/'

and is equal in nature to his father ; yet the " Son of God"

must not have the " nature of God," nor be in nature equal to

the Father. Excellent doctrine ! And yet you are affronted to

be called Arians. The answer is, that God the Father is not

the cause of his Son, in Dr. Clarke's sense; who admits no

necessary causes. Neither can the Doctor prove, either from

Scripture or Fathers, that ever the Son was so caused by a volun

tary act, or choice. In the old sense of cause, as the sun is the

" Clarke's Script. Doct. p. 239, 273. ed. 2nd.
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cause of light, the root of its branches, the fountain of streams,

and the like, the Father was ever believed to be the cause of his

Son, and no otherwise.

What you hint from Novatian about power, means only

paternal authority, and priority of order on that account. You

conclude with saying, that I might have argued that " the Son

" is included in the one unbegotten God." But I do not find

Scripture speaking any thing of the one unbegotten God. It men

tions the one God, and excludes all other Gods ; wherefore the

Son being included, is not another God, but the same God. And

though I like not the expression of " the unbegotten God, and

" the begotten God," because it comes too near the language

of Ditheism, (which you are every where inculcating,) yet I shall

make no scruple of saying, that the Father, God unbegotten, and

the Son, God begotten, are both one God0.

QUERY IV.

Whether, supposing the Scripture notion ofGod to be no more than

that of the Author and Governor of the universe, or whatever

it be, the admitting of another to be Author and Governor of the

universe, be not admitting another God ; contrary to the texts

before citedfrom Isaiah, and also to Isa. xlii. 8. xlviii. 1 1 . where

he declares he will not give his glory to another ?

IN defence of this Query, I charged you with Ditheism, as

professing one Aut/tor and Governor to be a God, and another

Author and Governor to be a God likewise : not the same God

with the other, but another, consequently two Gods ; which is

undeniably evident in your scheme.

You say, in answer, that my " defence of this and of the

" following Query is in reality (without intending it) an attempt

" to expose and render ridiculous the express doctrine of St. John

" and St. Paul, and to make it appear inconsistent with the Old

" Testament," p. 195.

The reader, I doubt not, will be surprised at this high flight

of extravagance. Hitherto I thought I had to do with a sober

man, however mistaken in many things. But you are now giving

yourself liberties of such a kind, as can scarce be thought con

sistent with that character. What I expected of you was, that

you should clear your hypothesis of the charge of " two Gods ;"

every man taking it for granted, that neither St. John nor

St. Paul, neither Scripture nor antiquity, ever taught two Gods.

0 See my Answer to Dr.Whitby, p. 209, &c. of this volume.
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But the charge being so full and plain, that you can no way

evade it, you are resolved, it seems, to carry it off with an air

of assurance, and to charge even St. John and St. Paul with

the same. You do well to put your authorities very high and

strong ; because, I remember, Justin Martyr and Irenseus have

said, that they could not have believed even our Lord himself,

had he preached up another God beside the Maker of all things.

However, if you are able to make your point good from Scripture,

I shall think it sufficient. And suffer me once more to dispute

it with you ; not to expose or render ridiculous St. John or St.

Paul, (God forbid !) but men of a much lower class ; who, when

their cause is most desperate, are used to put on the greatest

confidence for a blind to the readers. Let us hear what you

have to say : and do not tell me that I am " not arguing against

" Dr. Clarke and you, but against plain Scripture ;" as if Scrip

ture were plain for two Gods.

You begin with your old pretence, that the texts of Isaiah

are all " expressly personal." Be it so : so also are many ex

pressions in Scripture and antiquity, indeed in all writers ; where

yet the exclusive terms exclude those persons only whom they

were intended in opposition to. It is a rule of language common

to all kinds of authors ; whereas your rigorous interpretation of

the exclusive terms has nothing in the nature of the thing, or in

custom of speech, to support it. You can scarce dip into any

writer, but you find exceptions against it.

You endeavour further to shift off the charge of Ditheism, by

retorting it upon me. But how wide a difference is there in the

two cases ! As I maintain that the Son is not another God, nor

both two Gods, so I consistently teach that both are one God :

you maintain, that God can be a name for no more than " one

" Person," that each of the Persons is " a God," and that they

are not together " one God." What is this but saying directly

that they are two Gods f I may mistake in my hypotliesis, (which

yet has not been shewn,) but you are plainly self-condemned.

You have recourse to St. Paul, (p. 197,) who favours your no

tions as little as I do. You ask. whether he " was a teacher of

Polytheism V I verily think not : and if your doctrine stands

as clear as St. Paul's, all will be well with you. But do not

father your conceits upon the blessed Apostle. He directs us,

you say, " to the one true God, of whom are all things." Yes,

he tells us that the " Father, of whom are all things," is the " one

God," in opposition to false ones, to nominal gods and lords :
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and it is plain, that he meant it not in opjxmtion to God the

Son, because he reckons him " God to us," (Rom. ix. 5,) which

none of the nominal gods are. Now, since the same St. Paul

says that " there is no other God but one," (1 Cor. viii. 4,) it is

manifest that though the Father be emphatically styled one God,

yet he and the Son together are not two Gods, but one Godp.

You ask, whether when St. Paul tells us that " God our

" Saviour saved us through Jesus Christ our Saviour,"

he does thereby preach two Saviours ? (Tit. iii. 4, 6.) Yes cer

tainly, unless both be one Saviour. Wherefore you by denying

them to be one, make two Saviours, as you do also tico Gods. To

your other question, I answer, that Jesus Christ is the same God

and the same Saviour, though not the same Person with him

styled " God our Saviour," Tit. iv. You go on : " Did our

" Saviour himself introduce heathen Polytheism, when he said,

" (Mark xii. 29,) The Lord our God is one Lord, and yet imme-

" diately after mentions another Lord, ver. 36 V But who has

taught you to call that other, another Lord ? This did not our

Saviour : you are the Polytheist, (and not he,) by your strained

and false comments upon his words.

This is what you call producing express Scripture.

What you have further, p. 198, about Bp. Pearson and Bp.

Bull, (who are both directly against you.) is marvellous ; as also

your account of antiquity, which has been answered. Your pre

tence, that no ancient writer ever argued against Polytheism, by

alleging that Christ is the " one supreme God," or individually

the " same God," is a shameful misreport, a manifest untruth ;

unless you have some poor equivocation in the words. Tertul-

lian, Origen, Hippolytus, Lactantius, &c. as many as resolve the

Unity of Godhead into Unity of substance, (as the ancients in

general do,) are so many evidences of your falsehood. For if

Christ be one substance with the Father, he is one God supreme,

God being a name of substance.

Your telling me that I make " one substance," but never

" one God," is just as if you had said, I make one God, but never

make one God ; or else it is a weak begging the question. You

pretend, the Unity of God is secure by making one original

Cause. Right ; if you take in God the Father and God the

Son into the one Godhead : otherwise, by excluding one of your

Gods, you make a supreme God and an inferior God. after the

p See ray Sermons, p. 53, &c. of this volume.
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way of Pagan Polytheists ; and so Ditheism is unavoidable. I

asked, where the sacred writers ever limited the sense of the

texts relating to the Unity by the word supreme? Where do

they say there is but one supreme God, instead of one God? You

have not one text to produce out of the laws against idolatry :

a plain sign that Scripture went upon quite other principles

than yours. And the reason of it is evident, because the design

was to intimate that no other God but the God of Israel was to

be admitted.

To have made him supreme God only, would have left room

for any inferior deities to be taken in with him. The place of

the Psalms (Ps. xlvii. 2.) declaring God to be itywros, or most

high, reacheth not the point ; unless it had been said, you shall

have none other most high God hut him, to leave room for lower

deities. There is a great deal of difference between saying,

there is one most high God, and there is one God who is most

high : as much as between saying, there is one supreme King of

Great Britain, and there is one King of Great Britain who is

supreme. Your instance is the more unfortunately chosen, be

cause the very Person there styled ttyioros, most high, is by some

of the ancients (Justin Martyr particularly) understood to be

God the Son; which I infer from their interpreting verse the

5th, &c. of him. Your other instances are as little to your

purpose : but it is pretty remarkable, that while you are confi

dently glorying of nothing less than plain and express Scripture,

you are talking in a style unknown to Scripture, but very well

known to the Pagans, that there is one only supreme God ; inti

mating that there are inferior Gods, or one God at least, besides

him. As to your several what-think-you's, p. 200, 1 refer you to

my Sermons q.

You tell me, that 6 0eoy, in Scripture, &c. signifies the supreme

God. Does it so ? Then according to all antiquity, applying 6

©eos to Christ in their citations of the Old Testament, Christ is

the supreme God. But I beg leave to say, that it signifies only

God,- and there is no need of saying supreme God, when there is

no reference to an inferior God : and therefore Scripture, and

generally antiquity, say nothing of a supreme God, because they

acknowledged no inferior God ; to which such expressions have

a tacit reference. It was from the Pagans that such language

was at first borrowed, and used at length by some Christian

writers, (as Arnobius and Lactantius,) though by them very

1 Sermon VII. p. 167 of this volume.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. Mm
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rarely ; and with such cautions as might be sufficient to prevent

misconstruction.

As St. Paul was willing to adopt the name of unknown God,

in compliance with the Pagan phrase, to lead them into a belief

of the God of the Christians : so some of the Fathers were in

clinable to take the name of Trp£>ros 0«os, or princeps Deus, and

to apply it, in a Christian sense, to draw the Pagans insensibly

to the worship of the true God, under such a name as they had

given to afalse one. Otherwise this kind of phrases is not pro

perly Christian, nor to be used by Christians.

It is one thing to say God is supreme, is TravroKpaTatp, is over

all, or the like ; and quite another to say, there is one supreme

God ; which, in propriety of speech, implies that he has another

God under him. We say of the King, that he is supreme in his

dominions ; but who ever talks of the supreme King of Great

Britain, as if there were any other king of Great Britain I Su

preme moderator and governor, we say, because there are sub

ordinate moderators and governors. You do well to quote Nebu

chadnezzar for the phrase of " God of Gods," Dan. ii. 47. It

was a very proper expression for an idolatrous king to use ; and

was well suited to a Pagan hypothesis. And if the like phrase

occurs elsewhere', in the sacred writers, the intent is not to

signify that any inferior God was admitted under the supreme,

but that the God of Israel was far superior to all the reputed

gods of the nations.

Your comment upon Isa. xlii. 8. xlviii. 1 1 . is very extraordi

nary, that God will not give the glory of being underived (that is

all your comment amounts to) to any. Certainly he will not do

what he cannot. But was it suitable to the divine Majesty to

acquaint his people, that he will not (with reverence be it spoken)

do the most staring contradiction and palpable absurdity ? It is

evident that his glory is his worship, all religious worship, (which

might be taken from him, and placed upon false gods,) and he

would not suffer it with impunity to be transferred from him to

other objects. As to your pretended " mediate" worship, it shall

be considered hereafter.

My saying that God has engrossed all divine honour to him

self, you call " a most presumptuous contradiction to the whole

" New Testament." But as it is no great presumption to dispute

with men fallible as myself, about the sense of the New Testa

ment ; so I hope the reader will not take you to be in earnest,

1 Esdras v. 8. Nehem. viii. 6. Vjd. Cleric, in loc.
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but will rather kindly excuse a few passionate words, such as men

are apt to throw out in great extremities.

You appeal to John v. 22. to prove that God has given honour

and worship to Christ as " Son of man." This will be distinctly

debated hereafter. At present, it is enough to say, that Christ,

rather than the Father, is to execute judgment upon man, be

cause he himself is man, (which the Father is not,) and that so

high and great an office is an evident token of what he is, very

God, as well as very man ; and therefore all men are to " honour

" him even as they honour the Father." You have taken a

great deal of fruitless pains to shew, that the particular glories

belonging to the Son, on account of his offices, are distinct from

the glories belonging to the Father. You might, in the same

way, have shewn, that the particular glories due to the Father

under this or that consideration, are distinct from the glories of

the Father considered under another capacity. For instance,

the glory of the Father considered as King, is one glory ; as

Judge, another glory ; as God of the Jews one thing, as God of

Christians another, as God of angels another. And thus you

may multiply the worship of the Father into a thousand several

worships, by as many distinct considerations. But as all these

several glories arise from the display of his attributes of wisdom,

justice, goodness, &c. and all his attributes are founded in the

excellency of his nature ; so all the particular worships are re

duced to one, as being an acknowledgment of that one divine

nature, the root and source of all. The same I say of God the

Son : all the particular glories belonging to him on account of

his offices, relative to us, are but partial considerations of his

attributes, of his goodness, mercy, wisdom, &c. which attributes

have their root and foundation in the excellency of his nature,

which nature is the same with the Father's ; and thus all the

particular glories, or worships, resolve into one glory, or worship,

paid to that nature which is common to Father and Son. But of

this I shall treat more distinctly in the sequel.

To conclude this article, you have not been able to clear your

self of the charge of believing and professing two Gods: but after

a great many big words, and only words, about St. John, and

St. Paul, and plain Scripture; you appear to have been doing

nothing else but perverting Scripture, and depraving Christianity,

and teaching us a new language, as well as a new faith, in assert

ing a supreme God and an inferior God, instead of one God.

m m 2
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QUERY V.

Whether Dr. Clarke's pretence, that the authority ofFather and Son

being one, though they are two distinct Beings, makes them not to

be two Gods, as a king upon the throne, and his Son admin

istering his Father's government, are not two kings, be not

trifling and inconsistent ? For if the King's son be not a king, he

cannot truly be called king; if he is, then there are two kings.

So, if the Son be not God, in the Scripture notion ofGod, he can

not truly be called God ; and then how is the Doctor consistent

with Scripture or with himself? But if the Son be truly God,

there are two Gods upon the Doctor's hypothesis, as plainly as that

one and one are two : and so all the texts of Isaiah cited above,

besides others, standfull and clear against the Doctor's notion.

YOU go on here in the same confident way, (your confidence

always rising as your arguments fall,) telling me that I "condemn

" Scripture for giving the Son the title of God:" because, for

sooth, I condemn you for giving him the title, and denying him

the thing; while Scripture allows him both. You have nothing

to reply, but that there is " one first Cause," &c. and therefore

but " one God." If a man were to admit this, you would still

never be able to come at the conclusion you intend. For suppose

the Father were allowed to be one God, as the first Cause, but

God the Son God notwithstanding, as necessarily existing; this

hypothesis is every whit as defensible as yours, or more so : only

it is liable to the charge of Ditheism, as yours also is ; and the

like solutions would serve equally for either. This I hint, that

you may not imagine yourself ever able to gain your point in

that way of reasoning. But I proceed in my charge of Ditheism

upon your scheme. You own the Son to be a God, though not

included in the one God; therefore you make two Gods. You

have no hopes of evading the charge yourself : but you think it

may be some relief to bring me in to share with you in it ; and

so you feebly endeavour to retort it. I will not transcribe all

you have trifled on this head : your argument, or rather no

argument, but calumny, is, that I make " two supreme Gods."

Shew me how. You tell me they are " two Gods," (in my hypo

thesis,) though " undivided in substance." But this is a miser

able begging of the main question, that two Persons cannot be

one God: whereas my charge of Ditheism upon you is founded

upon this plain maxim, as plain as that two and two are four,

that one God and another God are two Gods : or that two Per
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sons, each of which is a God, and not together one God, are tico

Gods. Learn at length to submit to a self-evident maxim, and

either confess two Gods, or throw out the Son from being God

at all. You talk, in your usual deceitful way, of the ancient

Christians making the " origination in the divine Paternity to be

" the assertion of the Unity :" which is a thing directly and fully

to my purpose, and as directly contrary to yours. For the an

cients from this principle concluded that all the three Persons

are one God, (which Bishop Pearson observes ;) and you, in con

tradiction to the ancients, infer from the same principle, that they

are not "one God." Was there ever a more shameless abuse

upon the ignorant readers ? I have recited the passage of Bishop

Pearson (which you refer to) once before, and shall now again

(if it be possible to make any impressions upon your modesty)

cite it to your shame, for thus imposing on your readers.

" This origination in the divine Paternity hath anciently been

" looked upon as the assertion of the Unity : and therefore the

" Son and Holy Ghost have been believed to be but one God

" with the Father, because both from the Father, who is one, and

" so the Union of them8.11 This is a true account of the ancients,

worthy of that great man ; while yours is so entirely false, that

were it not that you have the privilege of writing without a

name, one might think, that pure regard to your character might

deter you from these liberties.

How have you the assurance to represent my notion as

different from Bishop Pearson's, when every body that has seen

my books knows that Bishop Pearson's and mine are exactly the

same ! Do not I every where assert the Paternity, and resolve

the Unity, as the Bishop with all the ancients does, into Unity

of substance and original? All the three are one God, because

two are referred up to one Father, to whom they adhere, and

from whom they derive their substance, the same divine sub

stance with his. I had reduced you to this dilemma, either to

assert two Gods, or to make no God of the Son ; which I called

ungodding him. Instead of an answer, you give me a rebuke ;

as usual, when sore pressed. You pretend, that you declare

the Son to be God as much as Scripture does : and so will any

Socinian or Samosatenian say, while he supposes him never

to have existed before he was man. By the same or the like

argument you may make a God of every angel, inasmuch as

angels are called Gods in Scripture. But while, notwithstanding,

* Pearson on the Creed, p. 40.
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you deny the necessary existence of an angel, and make his title

nominal, who sees not that you deny him to be God f And thus

do you with God the Son. The case is manifest : and an in

genuous man would rather give up so plain a point, than ex

pose himself by inventing little quibbles to make things appear

what they are not, and to keep up a show of believing what he

believes not.

But I am next to be charged as " ungodding the Son." Let

us hear how : you have been hitherto very unhappy in the way

of retorting. I assert him to be God in as high a sense as the

Father. Well, how is this ungodding him. Here you are silent.

But I acknowledge him to be derived, sent to execute the

Father's orders, &c. Shew me then that either his being a

Son, or being sent, is any way inconsistent with equality of nature

or Unity of Godhead : here you are lost again. But you come

trembling to tell me, " I ungod the Father.1' You ought to

tremble at such false and unrighteous accusations. Well, how

do I do it? By asserting another independent, another supreme

Lord, &c. Wonderful ; when my business is to maintain, that

he is not another independent supreme Lord, but the same Lord.

" I deprive him," you say, " of his original independent su-

" premacy.11 What ! of his Paternity ? but I own him to be

Father, and first considered in every thing common both to

the Son and him. You have made nothing out in the way of

retorting. Come we next to Tertullian and Athenagoras; to

see whether they agree with you or me, in resolving the Unity.

The criterion is this : if they take Father and Son both into the

one God, they are mine ; if they separate the Son from the

Father, making another God, or no God of him, then they are

yours. Tertullian, you say, founds the " Unity of God upon the

" supremacy of the Father alone, in the government of the

" universe.1' That is false ; for Tertullian makes all the three

Persons of one authority, one state, one substance, because one God.

They are his very words cited above1. Neither are you able to

prove any thing contrary to it, out of all his Works. I referred

you to a passage of Tertullian, where he rejects the notion of an

inferior God as a Pagan dream u: and to shew how consistent

I See above, p. 459. Contr. Hermog. cap. 7. Deus non

II Neque enira proximi erimus opin- erit dicendus, quia nec credendus

ionibus nationum, quae si quando co- nisi suramum magnum. Nega Deum

guntur Deum confiteri, tamen et alios quem dicis deteriorem. Contr. Marc.

infra ilium volunt. Divinitas autem lib. i. cap. 6.

gradum non habet, utpote unica.
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he is with himself, he makes the Son not an inferior God but

the same God with the Father; and he applies the general

maxim to the particular case of Father and Son*, as having the

same divinity, same poioer, See. Your pretence of Tertullian's

making the Son subordinate, is meanly equivocating upon a

word. He makes him subordinate, as I also do, in order, or

office, not in dominion : and you are very sensible that while you

are pleading Tertullian's expressions in favour of your notions*

you make him all over inconsistent, and contradictory to his own

plain and avowed principles. You might at this rate quote all

the Post-Nicene Fathers, who allow of a subordination as much

as Tertullian. You run out (p. an.) upon the history of his

dispute with Marcion, as if that were any secret. After a

great many words, you have nothing to elude his testimony

against an inferior God, but a precarious fiction, or conjecture,

that he would not have owned the Son to be summum Magnum,

the supreme Being ; though he plainly does own it in making his

substance the same with the Father's, and ascribing the same

divinity, potcer, and quality (unius status) to him. Your cavils

about derivatio and portio have been considered above, (p. 458.)

But you lay great stress upon Tertullian's supposing the summum

Magnum, the supreme Being, to be unbegotten, which you think

must exclude the Son. But, under favour, it is never Ter

tullian's way to exclude the Son. Father and Son together,

upon his principles, were the one unbegotten eternal substance, till

the generation of the Son : and then the Son was begotten, the

Father unbegotten, and both still the same substance as before,

under a different economy. You would insinuate, as if the Son

was (according to Tertullian) begotten into a Person, just before

the creation, by the good pleasure of the Father. I refer the

reader to Bp. Bull, for a confutation of this weak and groundless

charge. I may however take notice of it, as a thing very par

ticular, that, till you have made the ancients the most stupid men

that ever lived, you presume not to claim them as advocates for

your opinions. Is it a fair way of dealing with authors to strain

and wrest their expressions to a sense directly repugnant to their

known and standing principles ? Could not you do the same by

Athanasius himself, if you were so disposed, and claim all the

x Tres autem non statu sed gradu, quia turns Deus. Contr. Prax. cap. 2.

nec substantia sed forma, nec intestate Trinitas unius divinitatis, Pater,

sed specie : Unius autem substantia, Filius, et Spiritus sanctus. De Pudie.

et unius status, et unius potestatis, cap. 21.
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Post-Nicene Fathers, as well as Ante-Nicene, by the help of the

like chicane I The question, you say, " is not whether Tertullian

" always speaks consistently and you " are not" you say, " vin-

" cheating Tertullian's reasoning," but such " plainly is his no-

" tion." In this way of talking, I know not why you should not put

in your claim to all the orthodox men that ever wrote upon the

Trinity. For, as you think them all inconsistent, it is only taking

those principles which you may be able to strain to a sense agree

able to your notions, and then you may claim their countenance

and authority ; much in the same way as Dr. Clarke has shewn

you, in respect of our Creeds and Liturgy. The reader, I hope, sees,

by this time, what your boasts of antiquity amount to ; little more

than the same game over again with the ancients, which the

Doctor had before practised with our Church's forms.

You are next finding fault with my account of Tertullian, vol. i.

p. 321, 322. of my Defence. The objection, I said, as Ter

tullian resolved it, was, that the authority would not be one. I

thought my putting in the parenthesis (as Tertullian resolves it)

might have been hint sufficient to a man of ordinary acumen.

I knew what the objectors meant by monorchia ; and I knew

also to what sense Tertullian turned it in his answer : which, it

seems, you did not attend to. He tells you, from his knowledge

of Greek and Latin, that monorchia ought to signify singulare et

unicum imperium, one singular government, or authority ; and

under this view he proceeds to answer Praxeas's objection about

monorchia. But you say this instance of Tertullian may serve

to shew that Father and Son are not " two Monarchs, but that

" the one Monarch must be he only in whom the authority is

" original." But then you will consider that hereby you make

the Son no Monarch : and so, intead of making the Father and

the Son one God, (which this example was intended to illustrate,)

you make the Son no God at all ; or else you make a supreme

God and an inferior God, that is, two Gods, which you pretend

to disown. Nor can you ever come off from so evident a

dilemma.

I say then, that Tertullian's similitude, though it answered

his purpose, does not at all serve yours. And therefore I ob

served to you, that Tertullian resolved the Unity of God, not

into the Father's being sole Monarch, which would have been

giving up the divinity of God the Son, but into Unity of power,

substance, Godhead, common to both ; taking both into the one

Godhead, and one God. Had you done so too, you had done
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wisely, and might then have claimed some countenance from

antiquity ; which your novel scheme is directly opposite to.

" Unity of substance,'1 you say, " can never make two equally

" supreme Monarchs one God." But it may make two Persons,

considered as equally supreme over all, to be but one Monarch,

and one God; and that is as well.

I had said of Athenagoras, that he resolves the Unity of God

head into Unity of substance and original. " As if," say you,

" Unity of substance and Unity of original were the same thing."

I do not say they are precisely the same ; for then I need not

have mentioned both. But this I say, that no Unity of substance,

unless the original was one, so as to make the substance, as it

were, of the same stock, would be sufficient upon the principles

of the ancients.

I very well knew what I was talking about. Two unoriginate

divine Persons, however otherwise inseparable, would be two

Gods, according to the ancients. But if one be not only consub-

stantial, but also of the other, and referred up to him as a head

or fountain, two such Persons were believed to be one God.

This was the Catholic method, not of making the Father singly,

but Father and Son one God ; which was their pious care and

truly Christian concern, and which they expressed on all occa

sions against Jews, Pagans, and heretics.

Your observations on Athenagoras are answered above. You

have in this page (p. 216.) and the following one, the shrewdest

way of talking I have yet met with. You have discovered, it

seems, that my principles and yours are the very same ; and

that we need not dispute longer. Indeed, 1 was wondering at

your dulness in not making the discovery sooner. For I very

well knew that you could never bring over the ancients to your

principles, but you must at the same time take me also along

with them : and the very same arguments which you make use

of to draw them in as advocates to your cause, must of course

draw me in too, being inviolably attached to them. You have

therefore here done me justice, undesignedly. I am really on

your side as much as ever the ancients were : and you are very

consistent in taking me in with them. But the misfortune is,

that the pretty way you have of fetching any thing, or any man

you please, into a side, and forcing them into your service, is

become greatly contemptible ; especially after the attempts

made upon such men as Bishop Pearson and Bishop Bull, and
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upon our Creeds, Articles, and Liturgy. You have carried the

wile too far : and now every body sees through it.

But let us hear, at length, how it is that I am brought over

to countenance your principles ; and let the reader, from this

instance, make a judgment of the rest. You proceed thus : " If

" the Unity of the Godhead is to be resolved into one head, root,

" fountain, and Father of all, the Son who is not the head, root,

"fountain, &c. cannot be himself that one supreme God which

" is the Father, head, root, and fountain of all." Thus, after

you have swelled yourself up with assurance, and your reader

with expectation, you produce nothing but the silly sophism

about this and that ; which I before (p. 318.) promised to dismiss,

wherever I should find it.

My " own hands," you tell me, " have entirely destroyed my

" own scheme.'" Happy for me, that I am here to answer for

myself ; when with Bishop Pearson, Bishop Bull, and almost

all the ancients1!, I am called in to countenance such notions as

I had not only detested, but formally confuted. You tell me,

" had I rested here," (that is, in asserting the Father to be

head, root, &c.) " the controversy had been at an end." Now, if

it may contribute any thing to end one of the idlest disputes, to

say no worse, that ever was begun amongst us, I beg leave to

assure you that I do rest there: and, by so doing, I have at once

taken from you, as I humbly conceive, all your pretences both

from Scripture and antiquity; leaving you nothing but your

metaphysics to trust to ; which, after repeated experiments, you

have found very unserviceable, and lighter than vanity itself.

After you had taken notice of what I had granted, as to the

Father's being root, head, fountain, &c. you say, " if this be true,

" as I have fully proved, &c." and you refer to what you had

done above, adding some other authorities in the margin. The

reader here cannot but observe how unaccountably you have

y You scruple not, p. 218, to cite of their principles upon this head:

Athanasius, Hilary, and Gregory Na- Athanasius, p. 556, 878. in Psal. p. 75.

zianzen, as making the Father the Hilarius, p. 836, 859, Greg. Nazianz.

only God; as if they also intended to Orat. xxxvi. p. 580. As to your pre-

exclude the Son from the one God- tence that you " cannot find that any

head. Such as have ever looked into " even of the Post-Nicenes of the 4th

those writers' themselves, instead of " century said that the Son was equal

taking up scraps at second-hand, can- " in authority and in all perfections;"

not want an answer to such weak it is either a poor quibble upon the

pretences. I shall think it sufficient word authority, or else betrays your

to refer you to a few places of these great want of reading,

three writers, to give you a just notion
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spent your time and pains in an elaborate proof of what I had

readily before granted. This is what commonly, and very justly,

goes under the name of impertinence ; and is a method almost

peculiar to those who, having once espoused a bad cause, have an

after-game to play for their own reputation, more than for the

sake of the cause they are entered into, to carry on the appear

ance of a dispute after the dispute is really ended. What other

account can be given of your filling so many tedious pages with

quotations from the ancients, really proving nothing but what I

had ingenuously admitted before, leaving it to you to make all

the advantage you possibly could of it ?

The reader here may again plainly see, that your pretended

arguments against me are not more against me than against the

ancients, by whose principles mine must either stand or fall.

And while you are charging me with contradictions, the charge

falls equally upon them ; whose faith I follow, and whose prin

ciples I here maintain. It may be seen, with half an eye, that

you deal with the ancients just as you do with me. You pretend

first to split their notion into contradictory principles ; and then

you take one part of the pretended contradiction and play it

against the other part ; crying out, the ancients, the ancients, all

the way ; with much the same justice as you can, when you have

a mind to it, cry out, the Creeds, the Articles, the Liturgy, and

what not.

You tell me, (p. 217,) of my " perpetual self-contradiction."

Now, if you are able to prove it, you will do something ; if not,

you only betray your own want of judgment or fairness, in

making the charge. As to the perfection you imagine in the

Father as such, more than in the Son, I deny any, except what

is contained in a mode of existing, or relation of order. You go

on cavilling, in a childish manner, against Unity of substance,

individual, numerical, &c. which kind of cavils I abundantly

answered again and again in my Defence, and shall not repeat.

Homogeneous substance and inseparability amounts with you to

substances united. You should have avoided this, because you

hereby charge your friend the Doctor with making the divine

substance a heap of substances united. If there cannot be sub

stance and substance without substances, the Doctor and you are

in a lamentable case, while you suppose the divine substance to

bo extended: for you thereby suppose him compounded of innu

merable substances Learn hereafter to have your thoughts more

about you, when you are charging contradictions.
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I had said in ray Defence, vol. i. p. 323. that the Fathers

believed God to be a word denoting substance2, not dominion

only. You are unwilling to let this pass, notwithstanding that

you have changed your mind in this point of God's denoting

dominion only, since your last time of writing. Now the word,

you say, denotes the Person " whose the substance is :" that is,

the substance whose the substance is ; for Person denotes sub

stance. As to fleoVqy, which before signified, with you, " divine

" dominion,'" it now signifies " divine dignity and authority."

And it is pleasant to observe how you can change the sense of a

word, and yet give the very same reason for the new sense, as

before for the old one. We were before told, that " flednjy, like

" avOpoonoTtjs, and all other words of the like formation, always

" signifies divine dominion"." Now " 0f6rr)$, like a.vdpa>ir6Tr)s

" and all other words of the like formation, always signifies di-

" vine dignity and authority." That is to say, once upon a

time, it always signified an outward relation, expressed by the

word dominion; but now it always signifies some intrinsic per

fection, expressed by the word dignity. 1 hope, the next time

you write, it will always signify divine nature, like avOpwirorris,

(which signifies the human,) and " all other words of like

" formation." I gave many plain examples of this signification,

by references in the margin of my Defence1". One would think

that you, in your Reply, had a mind only to divert the reader.

You tell me in the passage of Melito, fleoVr/s is expressly op

posed to d.v6p<ai70Tr]s. I know it, and I choose it for that very

reason ; because, as &vOpa>TroTr)s there undoubtedly signifies

human nature, in concreto, so it determines the signification of

6(6rTt)s to the divine nature. Besides that your own notion of

dignity (if you have any sense in it) falls in with mine of substance.

For whatever expresses intrinsic dignity (and not mere outward

relation) expresses the nature and substance, the seat and ground,

of that intrinsic dignity.

You pass over a page or two of my Defence, till you find

something to carp at : and it is my saying that the Sabellian

singularity consisted in making the Godhead pnvonpoo-atnos, one

single Hypostasis. To which you reply, that the " contrary is

z See Tertiillian above, p. 518. OiSi irtpa r\ ova-la irapa tt)v dtonjra,

Kara Tar ruv noWwv 6o£ar (pvatas ovde irtpa rj Btdrrjs irapa rfjv ovalav.

ivhtiKTiKOV tart to rrjs dfonjTOc Svopa. Epiph. vol. ii. p. II.

Bos. Ep. 80. » See Dr. Clarke's Replies, p. 283.

'O t>v, xai oSforrjjr ovo-lat ovopara. b Defence, vol. i. p. 323, 504.

Greg. Naz. Oral, xxxvi. ry. 586.
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" notoriously true, that the Sabellians supposed God to be p.Ca

" vnoo-rao-is Tpmpdoayno'i." Now, of all things, there is nothing

more contemptible among men of sense, than pedantry about

words. Men of learning know that the word irpovuuov has been

sometimes used to signify only an appearance, or manifestation,

or character : in this sense, the Sabellian tenet is, that the God

head is (da vwo'oTocrts Tpnrpoa-uiros, one Hypostasis under three

Persons, that is, names, appearances, characters ; the same being

either Father, or Son, or Holy Ghost, according to his several

manifestations, or different appearances. But then the word

■npownov has been likewise used to signify the same with Hy

postasis, a real Person0 : in this sense the Sabellian principle

makes the Godhead pLovoTrpoaamos, or iv irpoa-wnov, one single

Persond. But 1 am weary of instructing you in such known

things as you ought to have been well versed in, before you

engaged in this controversy. I excuse your telling me, that I

" manifestly contradict all antiquity, by supposing ■npoo-mnov and

" Hypostasis'" {sometimes, for I never pretend they do always)

" to mean the same thing." I charitably believe you spoke it in

your simplicity, not designing any misreport, but for want of

knowing better.

Upon inquiry into this matter, the truth appears to me to lie

thus. Upon the first broaching of the Praxean and Noetian

heresy, which charged the Catholic doctrine with Tritheism, the

use of the terms substance and persons came in : the Catholics

pleaded, that they did not assert three Gods, but three Persons

only ; meaning by Persons, real Persons, as is plain of Hippo-

c It is thus used as early as Hippo-

lytus, contr. Noe't. cap. 7, 14. in

which sense also Tertullian frequently

uses the Latin word Persona. Gre

gory Nazianzen makes it indifferent

whether to say imoo-raatis or irpoo-uma,

provided the meaning be secured.

Orat. xxxix. p. 630. By degrees the

words came to be indifferently used,

one for the other, as Damascen has

observed to have been common with

the Fathers.

Xpi) 8i yivuuTKttv, as 01 ayioi itaripts

im&orao-iv xai np6aanov, xat aropov to

aurA (KaKfaav. rb waff iavro 18100-v-

oraras c£ oixrlas icat ovpfttfiijKOTav

{Kpiordptvov, xai apiBpy 8ta<ptpov, xai

tox nva Orjkoiv, oiov Tlirpov, xa\ Elav-

\ov. Damasc. Dialect, p. 46.

A "iotplav \tyovrts, opxtiav tivai \t-

yovai Tjj f£« rij iv yjrvxn rav Tttitai-

Stvptvav o-vvurrap.ivrf xai did tovto

itpoaumov iv irarpbs xa\ viov, &c.

Basil. Homil. xxvii. p. 602.

Upoaamov is many times used in

this Homily to signify the same with

imdaraais.

Ov8i iraKiv vlov xai nvtvpaTos <V

■npoaunxov tarty. Ibid. p. 606.

Miav {moaraxjiv i<prjatv tivai t6v

irartpa xai t6v vidv xai r6v ayiov itvtv-

fia, xai iv rpiavvpov wp6o-omov. Theo-

dor. de Sabellio. Hatret. Fab. lib. ii.

cap. p.

Sabellius cum veramTrinitatem

intelligere non voleret, unam eandem-

que credidit sub triplici appellatione

personam. Leon. M. Serm. xxiii.

p. 155. ed. Quenell.
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lytus and Tertullian. Such was the ancient Catholic sense of

■npoauisov and Persona. Afterwards came Sabellius, who, reviving

the Praxean and Noetian doctrine, yet thought it prudent to

adhere to the Catholic terms of one substance, or one God, and

three Persons. But then he misinterpreted Person, understand

ing it of a manifestation or representation, only, and nothing real,

or substantial.

Thus, after the manner of heretics, he kept to the Church's

language, but depraved and corrupted the Church's sense.

From this time one God and three Persons became an ambiguous

phrase, capable either of a Catholic or Sabellian sense. As to

the truth of the fact, I ground it chiefly upon what I have

observed out of Hippolytus and Tertullian ; and that it does not

appear that either Praxeas or Noetus ever talked of three Per

sons, as Sabellius did after. He was the first that introduced

the theatrical sense of person into Christianity, making the rpLa

■np6iru>Tra to be awnocrraTa, while the Catholic notion was of rpla

irpo<T<aira ivvuda-raTa. There was but a very small variation in

the words, but a very great one in the sense and application.

One thing however I may remark, that there is a slight difference

between xntdoTaais and irpdo-toirof , that the former may be applied

to inanimate or irrational things, the latter to rational only :

when therefore I say that they are of the same import, I would

be understood to mean only when applied to rational or intelli

gent things.

You proceed to mention an incidental thing, which, in common

prudence, you might better have omitted. In order to vindicate

your notion of there being but one God. while you suppose an

other God under him, you had asked me whether " Herod the

" Great was not King of Judaea, though the Jews had no king

" but Caesar!" To which I civilly answered, that Herod the

Great had been dead above thirty years before the time when it

was said that the Jews had no king but Gcesar. You had here

committed a chronological slip ; such as ingenious men, through

haste, may be sometimes apt to fall into. But you are pleased

to quarrel with me for putting wften the Jews, instead of though

the Jews. I own the fact : for I supposed you to mean, being a

man of sense, that the two kings were alive, when it was said the

" Jews had no king but Caesar." For otherwise you must be

sensible of a great inadvertency in your argument; which was

intended to prove that there may be two kings (as two Gods) at

the same time; and yet the name of king (or God) devolved
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entirely upon the superior. Now whether you will submit to a

slight slip in chronology, or to a gross blunder in the argument, is

all one to me : but a prudent man would have passed a matter

over quietly, which could not be called up again but to his own

confusion. You tell me now, that Herod was king under Au

gustus. Very right : but how do you prove that, at that time,

the "Jews had no king but Caesar?" There lay the pinch of the

difficulty ; which it is a wonder a man of your acumen should not

be able to perceive.

We have nothing more, that is material, under this Query.

The charge of professing two Gods remains still unanswered ;

and must remain, till you think proper to discard God the Son

from all religious worship. Then indeed he will be no longer God

to us, any more than angels, or magistrates, or other nominal

Gods : and you may then rest consistently in one God, and no

more ; namely, in God the Father.

QUERY VI.

Whether the same characteristics, especially such eminent ones, can

reasonably be understood of two distinct Beings ; and of one in

finite and independent, the other dependent andfinite ?

YOUR new answer to this Query is,

1 . That the characters " can no more be understood of two

" distinct Persons, than of two distinct Beings."

To which I answer, that it may be proved from Scripture that

the characters belong to two Persons : it cannot be proved that

they belong to two Beings, much less that they belong to two

such disparate and unequal Beings as you suppose Father and

Son to be.

2. You answer, secondly, that " the characters are not the

" same, because powers derived and underived are not the

" same."

This answer is very contrary to the sentiments of wiser men,

who have argued the other way, that if the powers had been

equally underived, they had not been the same in the two Per

sons6: but as one of the Persons is derived from the other,

c In duobus ingenitis diversa divi- non haberet ; nec Deitas una esset,

nitas invenitur : in uno autem genito quibus una natura non esset. Idem,

ex uno ingenito, naturalis unites de- p. 52.

monstratur. Fulgent, contr. Arian. Si verus Deus est, et de Patre non

p. 50. est, duo sunt habentes singuli et vo-

Si ambo vocarentur Patres, essent luntetes proprias et imperia diversa.

profecto natura dissimiles. Unusquis- Greg. Nazianz. p.729. Pseud. Ambros.

que enim ex semetipso constaret, et p. 348. Confer Eugenii Confess, ap.

communem substantiam cum altera Vict. Vit. p. 37. Chiffl.
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" being Light of Light, God of God, substance of substance,"

both together are " one God, one substance, fee." And the

same powers are common to both ; as there is the same life in

root and branches, the same light in the sun and its rays, the

same virtue in the centre and what proceeds from it. And

though no comparisons are sufficient to illustrate infinity, and

there must be a great deal more than we are able to conceive ;

yet there is no principle of reason to contradict this notion, that

the same powers, properties, perfections, may be diversely con

sidered in the fountain from whence they flow, and in the streams

to which they descend.

You yourself can give no tolerable account how the same

powers, attributes, &c. are equally diffused to infinitely distant

parts of the divine substance, as you conceive it under extension :

nor is our notion of the same powers being common to three Per

sons at all more unconceivable or inexplicable than yours is of

the other f. So that here let us be content to stop where it

becomes us, and not pretend to measure infinity. You say, the

" powers are no more the same than the Persons are nor,

certainly, less the same than the substance is. All this will

depend upon the settling the sense of sameness, and the several

kinds of it.

When you are able to explain to me how the wisdom residing

in one part of the divine substance (on your hypothesis of exten

sion) is the same, and yet not the same with the wisdom residing

in any other part ; I may then be able to account for the degree

of sameness in the powers belonging to the three Persons.

3. In the third place, you tell me of an " invidious insinuation,"

couched under the words finite and infinite. This you borrow,

as you do many other things, from the author of Modest Plea,

&c. Continued. I returned a brief answer to it in the Preface

to my Sermons There is nothing invidious in the case. But you

ought, if you have none but fair and honest designs, to come out

of ambiguous terms, that we may fall directly upon the question.

You are the less excusable for continuing your disguises, while

you write under cover and conceal your name. It looks now as

if you were afraid only of having your cause exposed, while there

is no danger of your persons. Dr. Clarke, even in books which

he has set his name to, is hardly more reserved than you are

without a name. What is the meaning of this, but to protract

f See my Defence, vol. i. p. 375. s Page 9 of this volume.
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a controversy, and to run from the question ; being sensible that

your cause is not really defensible ?

But to proceed. You say, "you set no limitations to the

" perfections of the Son of God, more than the Scripture has

" done :" which is saying nothing ; because you tell us not what

" Scripture ha9 done," according to your sense of it. But you

add, " by declaring them to be derived which in my sense of

derived is no limitation at all ; you should tell me whether it be

in yours. " Self-existence," you say, " is a perfection." Prove

from Scripture, or any other way, if you can, that self-existence,

as distinct from necessary existence, is any perfection : it is a re

lation of order, a mode of existing11, and that is all.

Aye, but you say it denotes " positive greatness,11 (p. 226,)

and you refer me to the Modest Pleader, who makes it the same

with necessary existence1. If this be indeed your meaning, I own

it, in that sense, to be as great a perfection as possible, and the

sum total of all perfection : but then I assert it to be common

to Father and Son, who are, in this sense, equally self-existent.

Only, the Father particularly is unbegotten and underived ; under

which conception, self-existence, as peculiar to him, is negative

and relative. We had long been amused with Dr. Clarke's

denying the self-existence of the Son and Holy Ghost ; by which

he was supposed to mean no more, than that they were begotten

and proceeding, which every body allows : but now, it seems, he

meant to deny their necessary existence ; which is directly re

ducing them to creatures. You see now what you have to do :

either prove that the mere character of underived expresses any

positive perfection ; or that necessary existence belongs not equally

to all the three Persons: and then you will shew yourself an

able disputant.

You need not now be scrupulous about " dependent" and

" independent :" you have said enough. Whatever is not

necessarily existing is precarious and dependent, as much as any

creature, which is enough in all reason ; we understand you.

You say, that you suppose the Son "dependent in no other

" sense than is implied in the notion of being begotten." It may

be so, according to your notion of begotten, (I suppose, very little

differing from created ;) but you will have a hard task to shew

h 'Ymp^tas Tpiiroc t& aytwqTov, ovk Pseudo-Just. Exposit. Fid. Mich.Psell.

oi<rlas nvofia. Basil, contr. Eun. lib. apud Fabric, vol. v. p. 56.

iv. p. 763. Vid. Damascen. vol. i. p. ' Modest Plea, p. 217.

135, 140, 143, 210, 409. ii. p. 817.

WATERLAND, VOL. II. N n
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that cither Scripture or antiquity favours any such notion of be

gotten, as to make the Son precarious, or not necessarily existing.

The voluntary generation mentioned by the primitive writers will

not serve you at all in this matter, as will be seen in the sequel :

and as to Scripture, you have not a single text to help you, but

what must first be racked and tortured with metaphysical glosses,

to make it speak what it never meant. You have a surprising

piece of subtilty (p. 1 24.) to bring yourself off from the just and

well-grounded suspicion of making the Son a precarious being.

It is a difficult matter to force logic against common sense; but

you are resolute enough to try. Your words, speaking of the

Son's existing by the Father's free act and choice, (which is Dr.

Clarke's known sense of this matter,) are these : " Which yet

" no more implies the Son to be a precarious and mutable being,

" than those perfections of God, his power, justice, goodness,

" veracity, and the like, (the exercise whereof always implies

" the notion of action, and consequently depends wholly on the

" will of the agent,) are therefore more precarious or uncertain

" in their effects, than those other perfections, (which imply in

" them nothing of action, and consequently have no dependence

" upon the will of the agent,) such as eternity, omnipresence,

" omniscience, or the like."

Here, if one may presume to understand such obscure reason

ing, God the Son is proved to be no precarious being, because the

acts of God's justice, goodness, &c. are certain in their effects :

which they undoubtedly are, whether God pleases to annihilate

or to bring into existence. Therefore, most evidently, the Son

is no precarious being : nor is any creature whatever at all pre

carious or mutable, by the same way of reasoning. A mighty

honour done to God the Son, to make him no more precarious

than the rest of the creation. Certain however it is, that, upon

your principles, there is no natural necessity for his existing : he

might either never have existed, or may even cease to exist, (as

much as may be said of any creature,) if it should please God so

to order it. This is the proper and full notion of a precarious

being, a being having no necessary foundation of existence, but

depending entirely upon the free-will and choice of another being.

All the subtilties imaginable can never bring you off here, any

more than they can bring together both ends of a contradiction.

Our readers may now see plainly what you have been doing.

You set out with general and ambiguous words of the Father's
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being alone supreme in " authority, dominion, iSic.'1 But, at

length, you can make nothing of it, without interpreting this

supremacy by the perfection of self-existence, and self-existence by

necessary existence ; thereby depressing God the Son into pre

carious existence. Now indeed you have made the Father sole

Governor very effectually : for who will ever be so mad as to

dispute, whether a precarious being, a creature, be subject to his

Creator I But let us return to the Query, and consider whether

those eminent characteristics, specified in the texts cited, are

such as at all suit with a finite, dependent, precarious, created

being.

You pretend (p. 225.) that "no distinguishing character of

" the one supreme God is ascribed to the Son in Scripture.'"

But let the reader see the texts which ascribe omniscience, know

ledge of the heart, eternity, to the Son ; attributes by Scripture

appropriated to the one true God : besides some titles, appearing

in these texts, applied to Christ, and appropriate likewise to the

one God. As to two or three other characters, which you men

tion as appropriate to the one God, and which are not applied

(as you pretend) to the Son ; see my Sermons k, and what I

have said above : I do not love to fill my paper with repetition

as often as you do yours. You come next to lessen the charac

ters given to God the Son. He is " Searcher of the heart

but as " received of the Father which the text says not one

word of. Only, four verses lower, it is said, that he received

" power over the nations," of the Father ; which is very wide

of our present purpose. You have some pretences to elude the

force of the title " First and Last ;" which see answered in my

Sermons'. As to " mighty God," you pretend the Father is so

absolutely, the Son with limitation ; and here you refer to the

Son's being (neyd\ns fiov\rjs ayytkos) angel of his great council ;

which is not according to the Hebrew, and so is of no account

while I am arguing from Scripture, not from the Fathers. The

Father is " Lord of all," you say, " absolutely :" and so is the

Son, for any thing that appears ; though the Father " put all

" things under him." Let it be shewn that the Father has any

natural subjects, which are not equally subjects of the Son too.

There is therefore no ground for your imaginary limitations in

respect of the powers and perfections ascribed to the Son.

You add, (p. 228,) that nothing can be "communicated to

" the one supreme God." The force of this lies only in the

k Sermons, p. 167 of this volume. 1 Ibid. p. 143, 144.

n n 2
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terms. The first Person may eternally communicate to the

second, and both be one God. " He can have nothing,"11 you say,

" of himself well ; if he has it but in himself, and of the Father,

it suffices. The question is not whence he has his perfections,

but what he has. It is remarkable, you say, that the " throne,

" kingdom, &c. is never ascribed to Christ upon account of his

" part in the work of creation,'" p. 230. And what if it is not ?

The Father is recommended to us principally as Creator, the

Son as Redeemer, to keep up a more distinct notion of their

Persons and offices. What a stress do you lay upon common

things taught in our Catechism! Besides, I had obviated this

cavil in my Defence1". It is remarkable again, you say, " that

" the descriptions of the Word, in the Old Testament, always

" represent him as the Angel or Messenger.'''' You should only

have said generally : and there is good reason why ; because by

that criterion chiefly, we know that it was God the Son, not God

the Father. He is at the same time represented also as God,

and as Lord, Jehovah, &c. What use you can make of this re

markable thing has been shewn. I pass over your speculations

on Dan. vii. 13, 14, as carrying no argument in them. You go

on in speaking of Christ's receiving dominion ; which relates only

to the economy or dispensation: according to which God the

Father will receive a kingdom at the last day, and enlarge his

dominion over his subjects. As to Phil. ii. 6, I refer to my

fifth Sermon ; where I had obviated your pretences before you

made them. You insist upon your construction of a\Ka : which

if admitted, yet you can never ascertain your whole construction,

(as I shewed in my Sermon",) but the words will still naturally

bear a meaning opposite to yours. However, as to your criti

cisms about the use of dAAa in that place, they appear to me of

no manner of force. The sense is exceeding clear and unbarrassed,

running thus : " Who, being in the form of God, thought it not

" robbery to be equal with God (see how great, how divine a

Person he was:) "yet, notwithstanding, he humbled himself",

" &c.'" You pretend that the words, " thought it not robbery,"

would be the example proposed. No ; but they are part of the

m Defence, vol. i. p. 433, 434. That Clemens here interprets the

™ Sermon V. p. 1 10 of this vol. place as I do, appears from his chang-

0 Clemens understands it in the. ing riXXa into be, from his making a

same way as I do. *Os in poptpij Oeov pause after lea 0«j>, and from his

vndp^av, aix ipnaypbv ^o-oto to choosing a new subject of his propo-

eivai 10-a Q(ip- eKevaxrev be eavrov 6 sition, 6 (piKoiKTippav Belts, instead of

epikoiKTipiLaivQeos,(Ta><7atT6i>av8pumov or preceding.

yXtx<Vfi>or. Clem. Alex. p. 8. Ox.
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preface to it, to make the example the more forcible and the

more endearing: so that I may return you the compliment of

inattention.

In my Sermons, you tell me, " I most absurdly interpret God's

" highly exalting Christ, in the same sense as men in their

" prayers highly exalt God." No; but if you had not had a

strong propensity to misrepresentation, you would have said in

the same sense as men in preaching, or the like, exalt God by

proclaiming and publishing his praises. And now where is there

any the least appearance of absurdity, after taking out the idea

of praying ; which you improperly threw in, to abuse the reader,

and to give some colour to your accusation I I always suspect a

magisterial censure to have no weight at the bottom : it is to make

up in the manner what it wants in the substance. Shew me one

instance in the Scripture and Apocrypha together, of your sense

of {nr(pv\l/6(i>, and I will give you above thirty of mine. Indeed, I

know but of a single place where it can bear such a sense as you

are contending for; which is Psalm xxxvii. 35. And yet there

it may as well bear mine. Please to tell me why vnepvtyou> may

not as well be so used as Sofcifa>, and why one should be thought

more absurd than the other, and I will stand corrected. 1

shewed you that I was not singular in interpreting vntpv^oa) by

Sofdfaj in that place. The context favoured it, the words would

well bear it ; and an ancient Greek writer, under the name of

Dionysius, as well as a Latin writer, under the name of Ambrose,

were beforehand with me in it. And what if your own favourite

Eusebius P should be found to chime in with both ? I love not

to be positive where I may be mistaken : but it appears to me

extremely probable, from Eusebius's manner of speaking of it,

that his sense of vntpvtyoa* was the same with mine : and the

rather, because Origen (of whom Eusebius was a great admirer)

would never have admitted vittprrtyout in your sense of the word,

understanding it of Christ in his highest capacity ; as Eusebius

plainly does. Nor do I think that Eusebius ever had so low an

opinion of God the Son, as to think him capable of being exalted

in any other sense but that of being glorified, or having his

glory manifested. It is observable, that Eusebius does not

P O &o£a{o>v avrov, 6 vrTtpvylraiV, 6 Bpovov Trjs iavrov finatXttas avtd*t£f.

avalki£as /SacrtXf'n ray o\av ovovrw Euscb. contr. Marcell. p. 70. Conf.

bo^a^ovTari»iavrovIlaTipa,afju>i^aias Josh. iii. 7. Hp^opai tyixrat at Kara-

<iiTi8o£dfa>» 6 Ylarrjp, Ka\ Kvpiov, <tai vimiov ttuvtwv.

1arrr)pa, tcai Qtbv tS>v o\av, (tot (rvv-
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interpret the text of constituting our Saviour Lord, King, and

God ; but recognising, or manifesting him as such : and it is

certain that Eusebius resolves all the Son's real and essential

greatness into his Sonshipl, and not into any subsequent ex

altation. It was as Son of God that he acknowledged him

Lord, and Saviour, and King, and God: wherein Eusebius's

theology, however you may boast of him, very far exceeds yours.

You charge me with interpreting i^apLo-aro most absurdly. I

suppose, if you had had any reason to assign, you would have

obliged us with it. I see no absurdity in interpreting giving a

name to be giving a name ; which is all I have done. But it is

very absurd of you to imagine that God may not glorify his Son,

as well as his Son may glorify him ; by spreading and extolling

his name over the whole creation.

You go on to Heb. i. 2. " Whom he hath appointed heir

" of all things ;" by which you intend, I suppose, to prove that

he was not Lord before: though in the very same verse it is

said, ''by whom also he made the worlds." Might not this

shew you that the Apostle is only speaking of that peculiar and

special right founded in the merits of Christ's redemption ; by

which he became, in a more special sense, Lord of all he had

redeemed; just as God the Father became, in a more special

sense than before, Lord of the Jews, upon his choosing them as

his peculium, or upon his delivering them from Egyptian slavery ?

What you are here endeavouring, it is hard to devise; unless

you are coming directly into the Socinian scheme; for which

only, your present discourse is calculated. You observe, " Then

" it was that God said, Thou art my Son, this day have I

" begotten thee." What then ? Was he not the begotten Son

long before ? If he was, then you are proving nothing more than

that the Son's glory was manifested in time ; which is certainly

true both of the Father and Son : if you mean otherwise, you

run directly into Socinianism; as I before hinted. You add,

" Then it was, that God commanded, Let all the angels of God

" worship him." And why did you not add, that then it

was, that " he laid the foundation of the earth." and t/ien it teas,

that the " heavens were the works of his hands V Do you

imagine that St. Paul, in that chapter, had no other design, but

4 Ka66 &t \xovos airros, 6 <£ avroii o-tfUuv, na'i irpoaKvvtiv pAvov avrov oia

ytvinjOfU tov Harpbs iv pop<pjj {nrrjp^f Kvpiov, xai 2u>Trjpa, Kal Stov tavrrjt
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to describe the manifestations of Christ's glory subsequent to his

incarnation ? You find, that he was the Lord, who in the " be-

" ginning laid the foundations of the earth which is a stronger

character than all the rest put together ; and may convince you

that he was Lord long before his incarnation, as John i. i.

declares him God before the creation. To your pretences about

the Son's " receiving power, glory, &c." I had answered, with

many of the Fathers, that he received in capacity of man, what

in another capacity he had before ever enjoyed. This is not the

only good answer to the difficulty proposed : I have myself made

use of another, which may as effectually serve to take off the

imaginary force of your argument. But let us hear what you

have to say to it. You " no where find this distinction in Scrip-

" ture." What ! Do not you find that he was God, and that he

was also man ? When you have found this, you have found the

distinction. But you " no where find in Scripture any thing

" given to Christ, or any thing ascribed to him, but what is

" applied to his whole Person.'" We say, whatever is applied, is

applied to his whole Person ; but considered secundum quid, or

in a certain capacity, not in every respect which goes in to make

up the Person. And can you pretend to deny this ? Let us see

what you are like to make of it. Jesus increased in stature:

Will you say, that the Word (for that you certainly allow to be

constitutive of the Person) grew taller and larger, because this

is applied to the Person ? He sweat, as it were, great drops of

blood: Was the Ao'yos in a sweat? He died, and was buried,

and he lay in the ground: according to you, the whole Person, the

AJyos, it seems, as well as the body, suffered all this j for you

know of nothing that was ever applied to part of the Person,

but to the whole Person. When you consider this matter again,

learn to form your argument with a little more judgment : for

you seem not, at present, to know how to oppose us in the best

method, nor how to give your cause the advantage it is really

capable of. You should not have found fault with us for ap

plying any thing to a compound person, in such respect or ca

pacity only as is suitable thereto; for this is the commonest

thing imaginable, and is done every day, as often as we say

Peter or John is fat, lean, low, tall, well, sick, or the like : but

you should have laid your argument against our taking so much

in as we do into the Person of Christ, (the Ao'yos, the soul and

the body,) and then you might have shewn some degree of acute-

ness. But it is not my businoss to point out to you the properest
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way of defending your heresy, which is every way indefensible :

it may suffice, if I reply to such things as you have to produce.

You say, " judgment teas not given to part of him which is

" the Son of man; but to him, because he is the Son of man.'''

There is nothing at all in your argument : for, suppose a wound

or a plaster, to be given to Peter, that is, to the whole Person ;

yet, I suppose, it may be understood with respect to one part

only of him, viz. his body. But I have allowed you that the

authority of executing judgment was economically devolved upon

Christ (considered in both capacities) as the properest Person

for it ; being equal to the charge as God, and over and above

peculiarly fitted for it as being also man; and so a more

suitable judge of man'. The reason then why, out of three

divine Persons, Christ is peculiarly appointed to the office of

judging us, is because he had to his divinity superinduced the

humanity, and thereby familiarized himself the more to us. You

see then, that your ingenious argument about parts, however it

might affect another hypothesis, (though it can really hurt none,)

does not at all concern my account of that matter.

As to the place of Hermas, which I produced in my Defence,

I refer the reader to Bishop Bull and Dr. Grabe. All you have

to object, is the expression of corpus, by which you understand

a human body; I, the whole human nature, consisting of body

and soul. Nothing more common in writers than to express

the whole man byflesh, or body% ; and by the latter especially,

when considered as a servant: so that your construction is at

least very precarious ; and is what neither the expression itself,

nor what goes along with it, gives any reasonable ground for.

But I leave that matter to be considered by the learned ; there

being some difficulties as to the text of Hermas, not yet fully

adjusted by the manuscripts.

You are insinuating the same thing of Novatian which you

had before of Hennas; as if he imagined the Word to have

assumed flesh only, without a soul: which, if true, we would give

you up Novatian for a very silly man, and withal a heretic.

The point of Christ's having a human soul was a thing so settled

in Novatian's time, and long before; so universally maintained

r Pater Verbura suum visibile efl'e- et scire hunc a quo judicentur. hen.

cit omni fieri carni, incarnatum et lib. iii. cap. p. p. 184.

ipsum, ut in omnibus manifestus » See Suicer's Thesaurus in <rap£

neret rex eoriun. Etenim ea quae and o-ra/xa.

judicantur oportebat videre judicem,
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from the very beginning of Christianity, by all the Fathers, with

out exception ; that had Novatian taught otherwise, he could not

have passed for a schismatic only. You may see what Socrates'

says to that point, who was himself of the Novatian sect, and his

testimony therefore the more material ; as disciples seldom vary

in any thing very considerable from their leaders. He declares,

that all the ancients (sure he did not exclude the head of his own

party) believed that Christ had a human soul, and asserted it as

a doctrine universally received. He mentions Irenseus, Clemens,

Apollinaris of Hierapolis, Serapion Bishop of Antioch, the Synod

that met about the case of Beryllus, Origen, Pamphilus and Eu-

sebius : and it is evident still from their own works, of as many

as have left us any. To those he has named, may be added

Clemens Romanus", Justin Martyr1, Melitoy, Hippolytusz, Ter-

tullian a, and perhaps several more which may have escaped my

notice. Now, what will Novatian's single testimony signify

against such a cloud of witnesses ? But the more universal the

doctrine was, the less probable is it that Novatian should dis

sent from it. And indeed you have no foundation for any such

suspicion of him, more than what lies in the use of the word

caro, flesh ,- which is a very common expression for man (body

and soul) in Scripture itself, as well as in ecclesiastical writers.

Besides that Novatian interprets Christ's being made flesh, by

his assuming of man, hunc hominem, b this man : which is a name

he would scarce have given to mere body or flesh; well knowing

that man is made up both of body and soul. Your pretence

about Son of God and Son of man being two Persons, (upon my

scheme,) hinted only, without any reason to support it, may be

passed over. The clearing of that matter will require a large

discussion of the true notion and definition of a person ; which

you have not attempted : I, perhaps, may, in a proper place.

What you add further is of more weight, that I seem to suppose

that the " glory which Christ had before the world was, is the

" very same with that authority and power of judgment" (so

you express it) " wherewith he was invested after his resurrec-

" tion." But that authority and power of judging, as you call it.

1 Socrates Eccl. H. lib. iii. cap. 7. 1 HippolytUB contr. Noet. cap. 17.

p. 178. p. 18.
n Clem. Rom. Epist. cap. 49. p. ■ Tertullian contr. Prax. cap. 16, 30.

169. Cant. de Cam. Christi, cap. 10.

x Apol. ii. cap. 10. p. 26. b Caro fit, et habitat in nobis, hoc

y Melito apud Cav. Hist. Lit. torn, est, assumit hunc hominem,&c. Novat.

ii. p. 33. cap. 16.
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is what our Lord had before his resurrection, as himself declares,

John v. 28, &c. And what / suppose, is this; that all the

powers, glories, honours, given to the Son, were nothing but so

many declarations, indications, or manifestations of the dignity

and divinity of his Person : which dignity and divinity had been

celebrated in heaven before, and were now to be recognised after

his incarnation and humiliation : so that in the main, this was no

more than receiving the same honours he before had, and return

ing, as it were, to the same state of glory; only now clothed with

humanity, which before he was not.

You have something further to observe of Hernias, in respect

of coheir. How can tlw divine nature, say you, be heir of any

thing? But I hope a Son may, without offence, be said to be

heir to all his Father's glories, in allusion to what passes among

men, though the similitude may not answer in every circum

stance. It is a lively and elegant way of conveying to us a

notion of divine things ; and is to be understood, like many

passages of Scripture, dtoispenSis, though spoken avOpa>Troita-

6&s.

You conclude with a passage of Irenseus, which I have cited

in my Sermons c ; whither, to save myself trouble, I refer the

reader; who may there also find a sufficient explication of it.

What you infer from it is, that the " Word received an addi-

" tional power and glory upon his resurrection." Power is an

ambiguous word : but he received an additional manifestation

of his glory ; as God the Father also did at the very same

time, as well as often before. And he became Lord and Pro

prietor of mankind, under a more peculiar title and stricter

alliance : just as God the Father, when he had by his many

deliverances, favours, and blessings, made the people of the Jews

more peculiarly his own, became their Lord in a strict and

special sense. Thus both Father and Son will (we hope) re

ceive daily additions of external honour, and increase of dominion,

by the coming in of Jews, Turks, Pagans, and Infidels. God's

full kingdom is not yet come ; we pray for it : and if the Father

himself be not yet completely King, in the fullest sense, what

wonder is it, if we hear of our Lord's receiving a kingdom, or

dominion, in time. External relations may accrue to any of the

divine Persons, such as dominion, &c. But your great misfortune

is, that you can no where find divinity accruing to God the Son,

(except it be by eternal generation;) you can no where find, that

c Sermons, p. 1 14, 1 15 of this volume.
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he was ever constituted GodA, (as he might be Lord;) or that he

became, by any new accession, more truly or more fully God than

he was ever before. This consideration at once shews the weak

ness of your hypothesis, (as I hinted above.) and is alone sufficient

to unravel all your fallacies.

QUERY VII.

Texts applied

To the one God.

Thou, even thou only, knowest the

hearts of all the children of men, I

Kings viii. 39.

I the Lord search the hearts, I try

the reins, Jer. xvii. 10.

I am the first, and I am the last; and

beside me there is no God, Isa.xliv.6.

I am Alpha and Omega, the begin

ning and the end, Rev. i. 8.

King of kings, and Lord of lords,

1 Tim. vi. 15.

The mighty God, Is. x. 21.

Lord over all, Rom. x. 12.

To the Son.

He knew all men, &c. John ii. 24.

Thou knowest all things, John xvi.30.

Which knowest the hearts of all men,

Acts i. 24.

I am he that searcheth the reins and

the heart, Rev. ii. 3.

I am the first, and I am the last,

Rev. i. 17.

I am Alpha and Omega, the begin

ning and the end, Rev. xxii. 13.

Lord of lords, and King of kings,

Rev. xvii. 14. xix. 16.

The mighty God, Is. ix. 6.

He is Lord of all, Acts x. 36. Over

all, God blessed, &c. Rom. ix.5.e

d Novatian is the only ancient

writer I have observed to say any

thing like it ; in the words

Universa? creaturae et Dominus et

Deus constitutes esse reperitur. Nov.

cap. 15.

Yet his constant way, at other

times, is to resolve the Son's divinity

into his Sonship :

Deum credendum esse qui ex Deo

sit. cap. 11. Deus quia Dei Filius

comprobatur. cap. 10. Hoc ipsum

tamen a Patre proprio consecutus, ut

omnium et Deus esset, et Dominus

esset, et Deus ad formam Dei Patris

ex ipso genitus atque prolatus. cap.

17. Deus, sed qua Filius Dei natus

ex Deo. cap. 18. Deus ergo processit

ex Deo, dum qui processit Sermo,

Deus est qui processit ex Deo. cap.

32. Unum potest dici, dum ex ipso

est, et dum Filius ejus est, et dum ex

ipso nascitur, dum ex ipso processisse

reperitur, per quod et Deus est. cap.

23. Quoniam ex Deo est, merito

Deus ; quia Dei Filius dictus sit. cap.

26. Personae Christi convenit ut et

Deus sit, quia Dei Filius. cap. 26.

Est ergo Deus, sed in hoc ipsum

genitus ut esset Deus. cap. 31.

These passages considered, it is

manifest that Novatian, in the former

place cited, either used the word con-

stituius improperly, for positus, that

is, declaratus : (see chap, xii.) or else,

which appears to me most probable,

that arguing there against the heretics,

who would not allow Christ to be

more than man, he was content at

first to bring them so far, at least, as

to admit Christ to be God in a higher

sense than Moses, and so by degrees,

to bring them up to Catholic prin

ciples.

e N. B. These texts should have

been inserted in Query vi.
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WhetJier the Father's omniscience and eternity are not one and

the same with the Son's, being alike described, and in the same

phrases ?

HERE you answer, that underived and derived are not the

same. To which I answer, that wisdom of wisdom is one vnsdom,

omniscience of omniscience one omniscience; just as substance of

substance is one substance, Light of Light one Light, and God of

God one God; because of the inseparable Unity of the Persons,

and their mutually including and containing each other. As to

the degree of sameness, I before intimated that it is inexplicable ;

and is no more to be accounted for than your supposing the

same wisdom, Sic to reside in innumerable infinitely distant parts

of the same substance. This controversy (whatever you imagine)

is not to be decided by metaphysics, but by Scripture and an

tiquity; where we may find some footing, which we cannot in

the other.

Your next answer therefore is more sober, could it but be

proved to be just. You deny that the Son's omniscience and

eternity are alike described, and in the same phrase. It lies then

upon you to shew the difference; as I have shewn the resemblance.

It is not necessary that every phrase which is used of the Father

be also used of the Son. I singled out some of the strongest,

fullest, and most expressive ; shewing that they are applied to

both : and if they were not the strongest, yet if they are such as

Scripture has declared peculiar to the one God, my argument is

just, and it would have become you first to answer it, and then

to call it a quibble.

You interpreted the texts which concern the Son's omniscience

of a relative omniscience : upon which I blamed you for speaking

of a relative omniscience, instead of saying plainly, that the Son

was not omniscient ; that so we might have come directly to the

question. Here, by a peculiar kind of turn, proper to yourself,

you tell me how ill I treat Scripture. Why so ? Are you so per

fectly wrapped up in Scripture, that the justest rebuke imaginable

cannot reach you, but through the sides of the Scripture? "Our

" Lord," you say, " told his Apostles, that the Holy Ghost

" should teach them all things, and guide them into all truth :

" might he not better have said," (so you go on,) " that he

" should not teach them all things, and not guide them into

" all truth 2" Now, at length, it is out: and thus I have mal

treated Scripture. Was there ever a wilder inference! You

should have considered, that there was no question raised about
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the Apostles and their omniscience: if there had, I doubt not

but our Lord would have readily said, what was true, that the

Apostles were not omniscient. He would not have disguised his

sentiments, nor have deceived his hearers with ambiguous terms,

when they wanted to be resolved in an important matter, and

honestly desired to have the truth fairly examined and scanned.

And therefore your asking, " Had he not better have said,"

and repeating it again and again, is mere trifling ; unless you

can shew that our Lord or the sacred writers had been called

upon (in such manner and in such circumstances as Dr. Clarke

and you have been) to declare what they meant, and to let truth

have a fair trial. But by this roundabout way you would in

sinuate, I presume, (for still you are shifting, and do not care

to speak out,) that the texts speaking of the Son's omniscience

are of no force, because something of like kind has been said of

the Apostles, whom all allow not to be omniscient. To this I

answer, i. That the expressions relating to our Saviour are much

stronger than the other : such as knowing all men, knowing the

hearts of all men, searching the reins and the heart: a kind of

knowledge peculiar to God alone. 2. Considering that our Lord

was Son of God, and likewise God, such expressions would very

probably be taken in their most obvious and literal sense : and

therefore they should not have been applied to him, (without

guard and caution,) unless really so intended, as the words appear

to declare. As to the Apostles being no more than men, there

could be no danger in a few general expressions of their knowing

all things, being taught all things, or the like : since nobody could

mistake the meaning of the words when so applied.

Your next attempt is to make some advantage of Matt. xxiv.

36. and Mark xiii. 32. relating to Christ's not knowing the day

of judgment ; of which I have fully and distinctly treated else

where f: where I have also added other strong and clear proofs

of Christ's omniscience ; which you take no notice of, though you

quote the Sermons. You like not my ascribing the ignorance to

the human nature : you ask whether " any nature can with any

" sense be said to know or do any thing f Yes, why not ? You

charge me (p. 238.) with inconsistency, for interpreting the text

of the human nature, and yet saying that Irenaeus, upon that

text, is to be understood of the Ao'yoy. As if both mjght not be

true, that Irenaeus understood the text of the Ao'yos, while I

think it better to understand it of the human nature: I am

1 Sermon VII. p. 163, &c. of this volume.
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weary of such trifling. You proceed to shew that Irenseus, in

his Comment on these texts, ascribed ignorance to God the Son.

You take not the least notice of the several weighty and sub

stantial reasons given by Bishop Bulls, and referred to by meh,

against your opinion from other places of Irenseus's works. It-

is not your way to be at all solicitous about making any writer

consistent with himself. If you can but meet with a passage

seemingly favouring your opinion, it must be presently forced

into your sense, however contradictory to the author's hwum

principles elsewhere. I must desire the reader to consider well

what I have said upon this passage in my Defence ; and not to

take it from your representation, which is extremely partial.

And he may also compare M. Massuet's account of the same

passage in his Previous Dissertations ' to his edition of Irenaeus.

I shall here content myself with transcribing so much of Irenseus

as may be sufficient to clear his meaning, and to take off that

confusion which you have been industriously throwing upon it,

either in translating or commenting. The literal rendering is

thus, much the same as I before gave in my Defence :

" If one inquires into the reason why the Father, though

" communicating in all things to the Son, is yet set forth by our

" Lord as alone knowing that day and hour; he cannot, at

" present, find any fitter, or more decent, or indeed any other

" safe answer than this, (seeing our Lord is the only teacher of

" truth,) that we are to learn of him that the Father is above

" all; for the Father, saith he, is greater than I. And therefore

" the Father is declared by our Lord to have the preference in

" knowledge, to the end that we also, while we live in this

" world, may refer the perfection of knowledge, and such intri-

" cate questions to Godk."

Now, that Irenseus's design was not to represent the Son as

ignorant, but quite the contrary, may appear from this very

passage duly considered. For the question, with him, was not

why the Father is more knowing, but why, since both are equally

s Bull. D. F. N. p. 82. Animadv. hanc inveniat in preesenti ; (quoniam

in G. Cler. p. 1056. enim solus verax Magister est Domi-

h Defence, vol. i. p. 334. nus) ut discamus per ipsum, super

1 Massuet. Prsev. Diss, in Iren. p. omnia esse Patrera. Etenim Pater ait,

133. major me est. Et secundum agnitio-

* Si quis exquirat causam propter nem itaque propositus esse Pater an-

quam in omnibus Pater communi- nuntiatus est a Domino nostro, ad hoc,

cans Filio, solus scire et horam et ut et nos, in quantum in figura hujus

diem a Domino manifestatus est, ne- mundi sumus, perfectam scientiam et

que aptabilem magis, neque decen- tales qusestiones concedamus Deo.

tiorein, nec sine periculo alteram quam Iren. lib. ii. c. 28. p. 158, 159.
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knowing, our Saviour made such a declaration as gave the pre

ference to the Father as alone knowing. He puts the question,

why the Father though communicating in all things (absolutely,

not in all other things) is yet set forth, or alone declared, to know.

So that the question is not about his knouledge, but about our

Lord's declaration, why, or on what account, he made it, seem

ingly contrary to truth ; since all things are common to Father

and Son. What then could be meant by such a declaration ?

It must be true some way or other, our Lord being a teacher of

truth ; what then is the case ? Irenjeus tells us, that it is true in

respect of the Father's having the preeminence in every thing,

and so alone knowing every thing in the first place, or primarily:

and therefore it was upon this account that our Lord gave him

the preference, and referred that knowledge to him solely, as the

sole fountain of it ; which it well became him to do, especially

during the state of his humiliation, while in figura mundi, con

versing below: though at the same time the Son also has the

same knowledge, but derived, all things being communicated to

the Son, as Irenseus had observed. Basil's and Nazianzen's

accounts of this matter will clear it up further, and will fix

Irenseus's real meaning beyond all reasonable exception.

Basil, in answer to the doubt about our Lord's not knowing

that day, says, he will give the solution which from a child had

been taught him by the Fathers before him : and which he

represents in these words : " As to what is said, no one knoirs

" that day, we understand it as ascribing to the Father the

" primary knowledge both of things present and things to come;

" and as signifying to us that he is in all things the primary

" cause1." Nazianzen chooses rather to refer Christ's not know

ing that day to his humanity; yet he mentions also this other

construction of Christ's not knowing it originally, or in that high

manner, as the Father may be said to know it. His words are

to this effect. If the first construction be not sufficient, we may

give this for a second : " As every thing else, so also the know-

" ledge of the greatest things is to be referred up to the cause

" itself, for the honour of the Father™."

Every one may see that Irenseus's construction falls in with

this of Nazianzen and Basil ; who perhaps might both borrow

1 TA, ovSth oiit, rqv irpirn)i> t"bi)<riv 391. p. 1 168.

T&v Si ivrav Km rav tvopivav or! Toy m SUrrttp rav aXAw (KaaTov, ovtw

Ttaripa dvayoirros. Kat tia navrmv tt\v it Ka\ t) yvuiais tu>v fteytorav cVi t))v

irpt&njv atrtav Tolff dv8pomois wroirt- aiTiav dva<p«pta6a Tiprj tov yewrjropos.

kvvvtos tlpijaBm vopi(ofuv. Basil. Ep. Greg. Naz. Orat. 36. p. 588.
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it from him: nor is it possible from Irenaeus,s words to prove

that he meant any thing more. Nay, the words themselves most

easily and naturally resolve into this sense, as I had abundantly

before proved from the context, and from Irenseus's main scope

and design in the whole.

You call it pleasant for me to add, consequently in all knowledge,

where Irenseus says, that the " Father communicates in all

" things to the Son." But is it not more pleasant of you to

understand by all things, all other things, which Irenaeus does

not say, nor does his argument require it, but the contrary ?

I took notice of Dr. Clarke's slipping over some words

through inadvertency: which words he has since added in his

second edition. And here, to shew your inclination to find any

little fault, you blame me for taking no notice of the amendment.

Indeed the thing was very slight, scarce worth remembering.

Yet in two later editions of my book, which you might have

seen, I was so just to the Doctor as to leave my former words

out. And now, I think, you ought to have inquired before you

took this needless handle for complaint. As to manifestatm,

which you construe expressly declared, I, set forth, represented,

or said, (which you weakly call " deceiving the reader,") it is not

very material which be taken, provided only the question were

why, or in what sense, our Saviour declared it ; not, why the

Father only knew the day. Which question Irenaeus resolves in

saying, Propositus esse Pater annuntiatus est. It was in this

sense he declared him to be alone knowing, as declaring him

prcepositum, set before, preferred to the Son in knowledge, on

account of his being alone first in every thing. So that the sum

of all is, that Irenseus does not suppose the Father more knowing,

but knowing every thing in the highest manner ; as having it

primarily, and from none ; which was also the sense of Basil

and Nazianzen. But enough of this. You go on to Origen ;

whom I had cited, after Irenaeus, Ignatius, and Clemens of

Alexandria, to confute your round assertion, that all the Ante-

Nicene writers believed the Aoyos to have been ignorant, &c.

when you could not prove it of so much as one. Irenaeus may

now stand ; as also Ignatius and Clemens. As to Origen, you

have nothing to object against what I cited him for, namely,

that the Son knows as much as the Father, or all that the Father

knows ; which is omniscience in the highest and fullest sense, not

your relative omniscience, no where found among the ancients.

But you oppose another passage of the same comment, saying,
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that the Father is greater than the truth, that is, than the Son :

which nobody doubts : greater as Father, which is all that Origen

means. And what is that to the purpose? Your other quotation

out of Jerome (then a vehement Anti-Origenist, and straining

every thing to the worst sense) is of very slight moment. Let

the reader consult Bishop Bull" in defence of Origen against

Jerome's invectives ; for I have no inclination to repeat : or let

him turn to Origen's treatise against Celsus, where Origen di

rectly contradicts that very doctrine which you, upon Jerome's

authority, endeavour to ascribe to him ; he asserts, that the Son

knows the Father kclt' agiav, suitably to his dignity0.

From the slender opposition which, after long deliberation,

you have been able to make against the Son's omniscience, it

ought now to pass as a thing concluded and determined, being

fully supported by Scripture and by all antiquity. For besides

the particular testimonies before mentioned, I gave you also a

general argument, to prove that the Son's omniscience must have

been a ruled case, a settled point with the Ante-Nicene Church :

to which argument you make not a word of reply. Only you

single out an expression of mine, relating to Sabellianism, which

you think is not just, and which you call " abusing the reader ;"

though you have not yet been able to produce any one instance

where I have done it. I have discovered many in you, and shall

many more as I pass on. What you blame me for, is, for

supposing that the Greek word hypostasis signified person, during

the time of the Sabellian controversy. I do assert that it did,

and could very easily prove it: but Bishop Bull has already

done it to my hands P. And it is something hard, that as often

as you forget yourself, or happen to be ignorant of what every

scholar should know, I must be charged with abusing my reader.

As to the Sabellian notion of p(a wrooTatris rpnrpoaamos, I have

before shewn how it is to be understood : and that Eusebius

himself so understood it is plain to every man that can read

him. But I suppose, the secret reason of all this was for the

sake of a translation of yours, " one single individual substance

" under three personal distinctions :" which though literal, is a

very false translation, as substance and personal distinctions are

now understood : and therefore this was meanly applying to the

populace. The true sense of the words, as we should now express

it, is, one person under three nominal distinctions : which is mani-

n Bull. Def. F. Nic. p. iai. p Bull. D. F. sect. ii. c. 9. p. 103,

0 Origen. contr. Gels. p. 287. &c.
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festly what Eusebius meant by it; as may appear from the

account I have given of him above (p. 522,) Your referring me

to Dr. Cudworth is pretty extraordinary ; when it is well known

that that great man was mistaken, and that his account of that

matter (espoused also by Curcellaeus) has been at large confuted

by Bishop Stillingfleet<l; not to mention what has been done

also by Dr. Wallr, and others, since that time.

The truth is, had Dr. Cudworth but distinguished between

substance of substance, (which supposes no division, but one sub

stance,) and saying substances, or essences, which implies division,

his account had been, in the main, very just : for the Fathers

knew nothing of a Trinity of modes, such as seems to have been

taught by some of the later Schoolmen. But I pass on.

The eternity of God the Son comes next under consideration.

You tell me, it " is not alike described " with the Father's,

because the Father's is nnoriginate and undented: but where

do you find unoriginate or undented at all mentioned in the

texts wherein the Father's eternity is described? You may

collect it perhaps by inference : but still the Scripture phrases

for the eternity, whether of Father or Son, are the same :

neither does the distinction of derived and underived signify any

thing as to the sense of eternity, which imports neither more nor

less than beginningless and endless duration. You next endea

vour to find some difference in the manner wherein the texts are

applied to each Person. As to the phrase first and last, it has

been vindicated already. As to Bev. i. 8, which you understand

of the Father, it is to be interpreted (with all antiquity) of God

the Son3. I know how much it concerns you to contend for the

application of this text to God the Father ; and therefore it is

that you plead so strenuously for it towards the latter end of

Query xvii. It will be of some service to settle that text here ;

and therefore I shall stop a while to consider the strength of your

reinforcement. In my Sermons,

1 . I pleaded from the context.

2. From antiquity.

3. I shewed the weakness of the Doctor's reasons for applying

the text to the Father.

As to the context, you make no reply at all ; though it is cer

tainly of very great moment, for the ascertaining the con-

1 Stillingfleet on the Trinity, p. 76. Doctrine continued, p. 239. to 252.

to p. 100. 8 See my Sermons, p. 141, &c. of

' Wall's Hist, of Infant Baptism, this volume. Defence, vol. i. p. 537,

p. 337. to p. 354. True Scripture &c.
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8truction. As to antiquity, never were men more unanimous

than the ancients were in this matter ; there being no one

exception, on record, against it. And though you may make

slight of Post-Nicene writers, (Athanasius, Ruffinus, Gregory

Nazianzen, Phoebadius, Ambrose, Epiphanius, Jerome, Austin,

Andreas Ca;sariensis,) yet their concurring voices in the case are

really very considerable ; and amount to a probable proof, at

least, of the universal sense of the Ante-Nicene Church;

especially where nothing can be brought to confront it. I

observe, it is pretty frequent with you, upon the citing of

Eusebius singly, immediately to cry out the ancient Church,

even in points wherein Eusebius stands alone, or runs counter to

the ancients. I have certainly a much better right to claim the

verdict of the ancient Church, upon the strength of so many

evidences, (and few of them either much later or less con

siderable than Eusebius,) in a matter which the ancients have

no where contradicted. But I appealed also to two Ante-

JS'icene writers, (Hippolytus and Tertullian, to say nothing now

of Origen,) and I observed further, that their testimonies in the

case were not to be looked upon merely as the private judgment

of two writers, but as shewing that the Praxeans and Noetians

had all along taken it for granted, that the Church applied Rev.

i. 8. to God the Son; and that Hippolytus and Tertullian,

however pressed in dispute, presumed not to question it. A

proof of this kind amounts to more than many testimonies

of single Fathers, in relation to their own interpretation of a

text. As to Hippolytus, you call him (p. 509.) as usual, a

" spurious or interpolated" author; your pretences for which

have been answered. But we have Epiphanius' here stepping

in to confirm the same thing, viz. that Noetus urged that text,

as applied to God the Son, against the Catholics : and he

answers as Hippolytus had done, by admitting the text to be

understood of Christ ; borrowing his answer (as will be plain by

comparing) from this very piece of Hippolytus, which you

call spurious or interpolated. It is therefore manifest, that the

part we are now concerned in is no interpolation.

As to Tertullian, you say, " He does not suppose this text to

" be spoken of the Son," (p. 508.) What, does he not? Surely

you never looked carefully into Tertullian. He observes of the

Praxeans", (just as Hippolytus does of Noetus,) that they had

1 Epiphan. vol. i. p. 488. responsumadversus idquodetdeApo-

u Interim, hie mini promotum sit calypsi Joannis proferunt : Ego Do
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cited and urged this text against the Catholics ; applying it to

God the Son : and Tertullian, in his answer, admits that appli

cation. Wherefore it is a clear case, that the Ante-Nicene

Church universally understood this text of the Son, and not

of the Father ; which I am now proving. What you throw in

to lessen the sense of iravroKpaTap, when applied to the Son, I

pass over here, as not affecting our present question. Origen I

insist not upon, because of the doubtful credit of his translator.

Yet, considering that the text was certainly so applied before

Origen's time, and constantly after, it is more than probable

that that part at least is Origen's own. However, I want not

his testimony, having abundant proof of what 1 assert, without

him.

Since therefore the context, and all antiquity, pleads on my

side for understanding that text of God the Son, I must have

strong reasons for the other application, before I admit it. Dr.

Clarke's principal reason, drawn from verse the fourth of that

chapter, I answered at large in my Sermons". It is no more

than this ; that the title, " which is, and which was, and which is

" to come," is given to the Father, ver. 4, therefore the same

title, ver. 8, must belong to him also : as if the same title were

not often in Scripture, and in the Apocalypse too, given to both.

I instanced in the title of Alpha and Omega, &c. being applied

by St. John, sometimes to the Father, and at other times to the

Son. All you have to say by way of reply, is, that the title

of Alpha and Omega is indisputably given to the Son in other

places ; whereas this other is never given to the Son any where

else but here ; where it is disputable whether it be given him or

no. To which I answer, that there is very little force in this

argument, provided we have other good reasons for under

standing the text of God the Son in this one place; as we

certainly have both from the context and from antiquity: and

there is still the less force, if Scripture, and even St. John

himself, has elsewhere applied, if not this very title, yet equivalent

titles to God the Son ; which he undoubtedly has. For brevity

minus qui est, et qui fuit, et tenit om- N. B. The Praxeans could not

nipotens ; et sicubi alibi Dei omnipo- imagine that any such high title could

tentis appellationem non putant Filio belong to the Son, unless the Son

convenire. Quasi qui venturus est, was the very Father himself: which

non sit omnipotens, cum et Filius therefore they concluded him to be

oranipotentis tam omnipotens sit quam from this and the like texts.

Deus Dei Filius. Tertull. contr. Prax. * Sermons, p. 141 of this volume.

c.17.
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sake, I refer only to St. John's application of Isa. ix. 6, 9. to God

the Sony, " Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts." which St.

John expresses (Rev. iv. 8.) by Kvptos 6 0«6« 6 irairoKpaTap,

much the same with what we have Rev. i. 8.

There is therefore no force in your reasoning against the

application of Rev. i. 8. to the Son.

The Doctor's other reason drawn from the ancients, as gene

rally applying the title 6 navroKparmp to the Father, is ridiculous;

when we have plain positive proof that they understand this

very text of God the Son. Whatever use may be made of the

general observation, (as there cannot much1,) it does not affect

the question about the application of this text to the Son.

Having sufficiently vindicated our application of Rev. i. 8, I

may proceed, and make my proper use of it, as occasion may

require. I may now venture, by your allowance, to call God the

Son supreme over all ; which is your own rendering of 6 iravro-

Kparap. And let us not presume to deal partially and unequally

between the Father and the Son, in this important question.

We may now return to the point of the Son's eternity.

I observed, in my Defence8, that by eluding the proof of the

Son's eternity, you had scarce left yourself any for the eternity of

God the Father : or if you had, I desired you to shew in what

manner you could (consistent with your principles) prove the

eternity of the Father. You make a doubt whether I intended

it for sober reasoning or banter. You do well to put the matter

off with as good a grace as you can : but I was very serious in

it; that you had come very near defeating every proof that

could be thought on in the case ; if you had not entirely done

so. And indeed, I am still of opinion, that, through your

imprudent zeal against the divinity of God the Son, you have

really betrayed the clearest and best cause in the world to the

first bold Marcionite, or Manichee, that shall deny the eternal

Godhead both of Father and Son, and assert some unknown God

above them both. You will remember, the question was,

whether that particular Person, called the Father, be the eternal

God, or how you could prove it upon your principles. His being

called God ever so often would amount to nothing ; that being no

more than a word of office. His being Creator was nothing, that

you could elude. His being Jehovah was of no weight, meaning

y See my Sermons, p. 43 of this volume. z Ibid. p. 142.

* Defence, vol. i. p. 341, &c.
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no more than a person true and faithful to his promises. As to

his eternity, none of the texts were strong enough for it, but

might bear a limited sense. I may now add, that the title of

■navroKp&Tciip, Almighty, or God over all, or the strongest words

of like kind in the Old Testament, signify nothing ; being capable

of a subordinate sense. Well then ; what have you at length

reserved, to prove so momentous an article? Only this : that he

is the Father, or first Cause, of whom are all things. Butfirst Cause

is no where said, that is your own. All that is said is, " To us

" there is one God the Father, of whom are all things," i Cor.

viii. 6. And you know how to elude the force of the word

all things, when you are disputing against God the Son : so that

creating all things may mean no more than creating some things ;

as Christ's knowing all things, according to you, means some

things only. The utmost therefore of what you have proved is

no more than that he is Creator; and being Creator, you had

told me long ago, did not imply eternity, nor an infinite subject b-

You havo not then been able to prove, that the particular

Person, called the Father, is the first Cause of all things ; or that

there is not another God above him ; who is really, and truly, and

in the metaphysical sense, the eternal God. You may proceed as

you think proper, to make up the apparent deficiency of your

pretended demonstration. By loosening the proof of Christ's

divinity, you have loosened every proof of the divinity of God

the Father also ; which perhaps you was not aware of. For my

part, I shall always think, that his being so often called God,

and true God, and his being Creator, and Almighty, and Jehovah,

and he that is, and was, and is to come, are clear incontestable

proofs that he is the one necessarily existing God, whose existence

my reason assures me of : and when I am got thus far, I will

prove, by the same topics, that God the Son is so likewise : and

thus the same artillery shall serve both against Manichees and

Arians ; while you, by pleading the cause of one, have insensibly

given up a greater cause to the other.

I must however do you the justice to observe, that since your

first writing, you seem to be drawing off, with the Doctor, from

some of your former principles. You do not now mako the word

God to be always a word of office : nay, you assert it to be very

" improper to say, that the supreme God has an office,-" (p. 220,)

which makes a great alteration in your scheme, and is jumping

from one extreme to another ; overlooking, as usual, the truth,

b See my Defence, vol. i. p. 342.
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which lies in the midway. I do not know, whether you can yet

prove that particular Person, called God the Father, to be the

one eternal God. You suppose the word God, when applied to

him, to denote his Person ; and you suppose that Person to be

the one eternal God. But supposing is one thing, and proving

another : and I do not see how you have proved it, or ever can

prove it ; unless you allow the title of God to carry the notion

of necessary existence in it, allowing the same also of Jehovah.

Then indeed you may prove your point as to the divinity of God

the Father : and as soon as you have done it, by the same argu

ments we will also prove the divinity of God the Son. So choose

you whether to take in both, or give up both : for I see no remedy

but that the divinity of Father and Son must stand or fall

together.

To proceed : you pretend now, that " you was not arguing

" against the eternity of the Son, but shewing the weakness of

" my arguments to prove his independent eternity." You shall

have the liberty of recanting and growing wiser, whenever you

please. But the truth of the fact is, that you were then arguing

against the eternity of the Son, in these words quoted in my

Defence, vol. i. p. 343. " This office and character (of a Re-

" deemer) relative to us, presupposes not, nor is at all more

" perfect for, the eternal past duration of his being." It was the

eternity, you see, not independent eternity, against which you

were disputing. I asked, how you came to take for granted

what you knew nothing of ; viz. that any power less than infinite

might be equal to the work of redemption. And what do you

say to this \ My argument is, if you cannot shew that it did not

require infinite power, you cannot shew that it did not require

an eternal agent. You say, that " an office commencing in time,

" does not require an eternal duration of him that executes."

Right : every office does not : but we are speaking of an office

which may (for aught you know) require infinite, and therefore

eternal powers, because nothing infinite can be in time. You say,

" Infinity of powers is not a consequence of eternal duration."

Suppose it be not, (which you know nothing of again,) yet my

argument is vice versa, that eternal duration is a consequence of

infinity ofpowers ; which you did not attend to. At length you

are forced to give up the point ; not being hardy enough to pro

nounce that the work of redemption did not require infinite

powers.

But you attempt to prove it another way. A "mediator,1''
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you say, " cannot be himself the one supreme God." You should

have said, (for it is all that you can prove,) that a mediator

cannot be the same person whom he mediates to. And this ia

what Eusebius shews in the passage produced by you ; which was

very needlessly brought to prove what every man's common

sense teaches. The whole force of Eusebius's reasoning lies only

in this, that the two persons could not be one person : or if he

meant any thing more, (which I am not sensible he did,) his

arguing is low and trifling. I had pleaded, that by your rea

soning, you had entirely frustrated the argument drawn from

the acts of creation, to prove the divinity of God the Father :

for the office of creating commenced in time. You are pleased

to allow my consequence, (however scandalous it may appear

upon you,) and to tell me, that the " perfections of God the

" Father appear not barely and immediately from the act of

" creating, but from the consideration of the nature of a first

" Cause." I am glad to find you begin to be reconciled to that

metaphysical word, nature, which you will hardly allow us to use.

But I must tell you further, that by weakening and destroying

so many clear and undeniable proofs of the Father's divinity,

you have not left yourself enough to prove him to be the first

Cause. This perhaps you was not aware of, being entirely bent

upon destroying the Son's divinity ; and taking it for granted,

that the Fathers would be admitted without proof. It is a dark

business : but disputants will sometimes overshoot. Dr. Clarke,

I believe, began to be sensible of his error in this respect, as

having undermined every Scripture proof of the necessary existence

of God the Father. By an after-thought, in the second edition

of " Scripture Doctrine c," he was pleased to allow, that the

Father's self-existence and independent eternity were taught in

Eev. i. 8.

I am very glad he pitched upon that text, because we can

easily vindicate it to God the Son: and so we shall have an

express proof of the necessary existence of the Son ; and leave you,

with shame, to make out the Father's, by some other as express

texts, or by consequence only. I have before hinted, that i Cor.

viii. 6. will do you no service directly, or by itself ; because all

things may mean some things, and God to us, may not mean ab

solutely the God of the universe. But if the Son's necessary ex

istence be once admitted, according to Rev. i. 8, the consequence

will bo clear and certain for the necessary existence of the Father

c Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 264. ed. 2nd.
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also. Thus, as you had once lost the proof of the Fathers

divinity, by denying the Son's; so, by asserting the latter, you

may again recover the former, and then all will be right.

QUERY VIII.

Whether eternity does not imply necessary existence of the Son ;

which is inconsistent with the Doctor's scheme ? and whether the

Doctor hath not made an elusive equivocating answer to the

objection ; since the Son may be a necessary emanationfrom the

Father, by the will and power of the Father, withdtit any con

tradiction I Will is one thing, and arbitrary will another.

WE have many important matters to debate under this

present Query, which will require the reader's most careful

attention.

You begin with telling me, that eternal generation does not

imply necessary existence, nay, that it is contradictory to it. Let

us hear your reason. " Generation is an act, and all actions

" spring from the will only ; and an act of the will (that is, free

" choice) cannot be necessary," p. 251. Your argument is un

doubtedly just, according to your own novel sense of the word

act. But it is ridiculous to imagine, that giving new names to

old truths can ever alter their nature. Either argue against ge

neration being an act in the old sense of act, or confess your

trifling, in bringing the whole to a dispute about words and names

only. In the old sense of act, generation is an act ; in your novel

sense of act it is not : and where are you now, but where you

at first set out !

You tell me, after the Modest Pleader, (to whom I briefly re

plied in a Preface,) " that I have not been able to produce one

" single passage out of any one Ante-Nicene writer" (you should

have added Post-Nicene too, it being equally true of all the

Fathers) " wherein the Son is affirmed to have emaned, or been

" emitted, from the Father, by necessity ofnature?

Will you please to shew me, where either Scripture or Fathers

{Post-Nicene or Ante-Nicene) ever said, that God the Father

existed by necessity of nature. They have never said it ; though

they have, in other terms, asserted the same thing, which we now

mean by necessity of nature: and this may also be the case as to

the necessary generation of the Son : and it certainly is so. To

clear this momentous point I shall here shew,

i . Why neither Father nor Son were ever said, by the ancients,

to exist by necessity of nature, but the contrary.
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2. I shall shew that the ancients, notwithstanding, believed

the very same thing which we now differently express ; namely,

the necessary existence of God the Son, as well as of God the

Father.

3. I shall inquire in what sense, or by whom, necessary genera

tion or emanation was held, and in what words they expressed

it : where I shall also account for the Son's being said to be

generated by the will of the Father.

1 . I am to begin with observing, why neither Father nor Son

were ever said, by the ancients, to exist by necessity of nature,

but the contrary. None of the ancients durst have said, that

God exists by necessity, because it would have been the same as

to say, that he was compelled by a superior force, and against

his will, (such was their sense of the word necessity,) to exist.

The Greek av&yKT] had been much used among philosophers in

this hard sense. Some had made vovs and avdyK^, mind and

necessity, the two causes, or sources of all things. Some made

necessity alone the first and highest cause*. Plato meant the

same as v\rj, or first matter, by necessity1, following therein

Timscus Locrus. Some made necessity the mother of the fates,

and the first among the deitiesG. Many made their gods all

subject to necessity ; as is particularly true of the Stoics. I for

bear to cite passages which might be given in great numbers.

Such being the use of the word necessity, no wonder, if the

Fathers forbore saying, that God existed by necessity, or if they

even denied it.

Plotinus, a famous Platonist, of the third century, denies

that God exists vtto av&yKn% h, by necessity, being no other than

what he would choose to be.

Lactantius hints at the same thought'. And upon the same

principles, the Fathers were always very careful to remove every

thing of necessity* from God ; and would never say that he

d Vid. Timaeum Locrum de Anim. 1 Ex seipso est, ut in primo diximus

Mund. p. 543. Amst. libro, et ideo talis est qualem se esse

e Via Phurnutum de Natura De- voluit. Lact. Inst. lib. li. c. 8. p. 161.

orum, p. 19. alias 155. k TiV 6 tt)v dvdyKtjv imffaXuy aira ;

f Vid. Platonis Timaeum. Chalcid. ci §e aronov Am Xtyttv Art Stov dvdy-

in Tiraajum, p. 377- cd. Fabric. (cijk, koa fiia tovto (pvati dyadds Am*.

s" Vid Proclura. Theolog. Platon. Athanasixis, 611.

p. 405, 406. Pausan. lib. ii. p. 93. Bonus Pater, non aut ex voluntate

Theodorit. de Provid. Dei Sertn. vi. est, aut necessitate, sed super utrum-

p. 562, 563. que, hoc est, natura. Ambros. de Fid.

h Mi;Tf av iavry rl at lib. iv. C. 9. p. 540.

irnb dvdyxijs tovto ov, o Am tovto, to Non ex voluntate, nec ex necessi-

avros tivai ontp avrbs del ljOtXtfo-t xai tate, quia Deo nulla manet neces6itas.

6f\ti. Plotin. Enn. vi. p. 748. Supra voluntatem et necessitatem est
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existed, or was God, by necessity. Damascen well expresses the

thoughts of them all in these words :

"God being by nature good, and by nature endued with

" creative powers, and by nature God, is not any of these by

" necessity: for, who has laid any necessity upon him?" I render

brjuwvpybs, endued with creativepowers, that being the sense of it ;

though otherwise, literally, it is Creator.

As low then as Damascen, who lived in the eighth century,

we have no instance, that I know of, of the use of necessary

existence, or of necessity of nature in the modern sense. They

that would seek for it, must look among the later Schoolmen,

and not among the Fathers of the Church. When it first came

in is no great matter, nor worth my search : so I leave it to

those who have leisure. But I must complain of it as a great

instance of unfairness, after I had given you the hint of this in

the Preface to my Sermons1, (which you have read,) for you to

bring up this pretence again, that the Ante-Nicene writers did

not allow the Son to exist, or to be generated by necessity of

nature. Which pretence amounts to no more than a poor quibble

upon an expression : and you might have used the very same

argument against the necessary existence even of God the Father.

The ancient writers, I conceive, for eight centuries (I know not

how much lower) would have denied, or did deny, that God was

God by necessity: well therefore might they deny, or never as

sert, that the Son was generated by necessity. Yet they asserted

the very same things which we do, in respect of Father or Son,

under other terms ; as I come next to shew.

2. The ancients believed and taught the necessary existence of

God the Son ; expressing it in such manner and in such phrases

as were suitable to their own times. The most usual way of

expressing what we call necessary existence, was by saying, that

any thing was this or that, tpvaei or Kara <pv<riv, hy nature : an

other pretty common way was by 6 Sav, to 6v, Situs &>v, and the

id quod est Deltas. Vigil. Taps, de ko\ Sr/uiovpyos' oittp not ivvottv, prjri

Trtn. lib. x. p. 273. Conf. Toletan. yt Xtyttv fo-^dnjs f'orl /SAuoi^T/uVar"

Concil. xi. Tic yap 6 rrjv dvdyicrjv indyav ; Maxim.

♦«7« yap tiv dyaSbc 6 Gtor, ral Disp. cum Pyrrh. torn. ii. p. 163.

<pi mi 6r)iuovpybs, xai rpvtrtt Qebr, ovk Combefis.

avayKfi ravrd »<m" n't yap 6 rrjv dvdy- 'O rav oKav Qtbs ov Kara <f>v<riv

nr)v iirdyav. Damasc. de Fid. Or/A. aytor, CiKaiot, dyaBbs, fioq, <p£>s, aorpia,

lib. iii. p. 228. xa\6vvapts; dp ovv not avrbs d$ov\r]Tws

Ki yap rnr* avTrjv to r/urr t *<)•/ irdvrtos xal an' f£ dvdyKrjs fa-rtv, & tarty. Cyril,

teat tfvayKaauivov tpva-a Si 6 8for, Alex, ad Anathem. 3. conir. Theodor.

©eoff, (pvati ayaBbs, (pvcft Gyuiovpyds' p. 213.

dvayxri (arat a 6fot, Qebs, koi dyaOiis, 1 At the beginning of this volume.



572 Qu. viii.A SECOND DEFENCE

like, existing emphatically. Several other ways of expressing the

same thing will occur as I go along, in tracing the sense of

the Fathers upon this head, the necessary existence of God the

Son.

A. D. 116. Ignatius.

I begin with Ignatius, one of St. John's disciples, whose words

are these : " There is one physician, both fleshly and spiritual,

" made and unmade, though in flesh God, in death true life, both

" of Mary and of God; first passible, then impassible, Jesus

" Christ our Lordm." The word which I here lay the stress on,

in proof ot the Son's necessary existence, is dy^wjros, not made:

a word but seldom, if ever, used, in this manner, to signify any

thing less. Thus Athanasius", and Pope Gelasius0, long ago,

understood this place of Ignatius : you pretend (p. 395.) that

the reading is aytvvr\Tos, unbegotten, and that it is " plainly set

" in opposition only to human generation." But this which is

so plain to you, is by no means plain to any man else : the

contrary is rather so from many considerations. You must

mean, I suppose, that he was unbegotten, as having no human

father, born of a virgin. Against which construction there lie

these several reasons. J. That no other Catholic writer ever

styled Christ aytvvrjTos on this account. 2. That Ignatius is

plainly speaking of two several natures in the same person of

Christ, as appears by the antitheses all along. Call it the flesh

only, if you please, (though he meant by flesh human nature

entire,) yet you see the opposition carried on quite through,

flesh and spirit, flesh and God, death and true life, one of Mary,

the other of God, one passible, the other impassible ; so that the

plain sense is, that one was made, the other unmade : unless you

will say, that as the flesh was begotten, the Aoyos, the God was

unbegotten: which can bear but two senses, one of which will not

suit with your principles, nor the other with Catholic principles.

You will not say, that the Aoyos was unbegotten of the Father,

nor would Ignatius, that Christ, as God, was not begotten of

Mary. It being a Catholic maxim, that Mary was OeoToicos :

that is, the doctrine was always held, though differently ex-

m Els larpos itrriv, crap/tocos rt kcu X^iorot 6 Kvptos rjpav. Ign. Eph. ad

tttfv/mitiicoj, ymjTus (cat aytinyros, iv hphes. c. rii. p. 14. Ox.

aapci ytvapxvos ©«6t, iv Bavara (ttij n Athanas. de Synod. Arim. p. 761.

aXtjdtri], xai « Mapias Km in Qtov, 0 Gelasius de duabua Naturis, pt

irparov waf)r)Tos Kai t6t( aTra0r)t, 'iijcroOr 690. Bag. ed.
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pressed ; and it is the express doctrine of Ignatius P himself.

Since then Ignatius was undoubtedly speaking of what Christ

was in two distinct natures, or capacities, to one of which yenrros

is applied, and dyeVirros to the other ; you may readily perceive,

that your construction of him is entirely wide and foreign. 3. I

shall add, thirdly, that I have some reason to doubt whether

there was any such word as aytwriros so early as the time of

Ignatius. This will lead me into a long but useful inquiry; use

ful upon many other accounts besides the present. You are of

opinion, that the ancient Christian writers, wherever they style

God ayevryros, meant the same as dytWnroy, unbegotten, p. 294.

My opinion is, that it was late before they styled him ayivvrpos

at alii; and that when they styled him dyim/ros, they never

meant precisely unbegotten, but either unmade, or underived abso

lutely. We must trace this point up to the old philosophers.

Thales is the first of them : and he uses the word iyiv>jros r, to

signify either unmade or eternal.

Parmenides9, about a hundred years after, uses the word

ayivr\Tov, as is plain from the metre; and not in the sense of

unbegotten, because he supposes the same thing to be povoytvks,

begotten.

Clemens understands the passage of God : but Eusebius and

Theodorit more rightly of the world : though perhaps both may

be consistent, as some have imagined God and the world to be

the same, and proceeding from a chaos. But I incline to under

stand it rather of the world distinct from God, as the only begotten

of God; novoyanjs being a title given to the world by Timseus

Locrus and Plato u, who are imitated by Philo x.

Here then ayiirrjros can only signify unmade, eternal, or neces

sarily existing.

P XpiOTOU TOV VtOV TOV QcoC, TOV

ytvaiUvov iv vcntpcp tic cmippaTot Aa-

(318 Km 'APpadu.. lgnat. ad Rom. c.

viL p. 40.

1 Patri novum innascibilitatis no-

men ecclesia imposuit. Cum enim

Sabelliana ha?re6is genitum ex virjrine

Patrem voluisset asserere, ingenitum

contra. Hanc confitendo ecclesia tra-

didit Patrem, etutique in divinis Scrip-

turis ingenitum nunquam legimus Pa

trem. Vigil. Taps. Disq. Not. 21.

1 TlptcrfivTaTov tuv ovtchv ©fdt' dye-

vj]tov yap. Diog. Laert. lib. i. p. 21.

Ti tA Bciov; to /hjt* dpxjjv *X0V' MV*

TtXfvrrjv. Thales apud Diog. Laert.

p. 22.
8 IloXXa uak' cot ayctnjTOV i6v Kai

avcoK(6pov icrnv,

OvKov, Ltovvoycves tc, Kai arpcu.it,

^6" ayivnTov. Apud Clem. Alex, p.7 16.

Euseb. Praep. Ev. p. 43. Theod. torn .iv.

p. 504, 528.
1 Timseus Locrus, p. 4. Gale, alias

p. 545. Amst.

u Plato Tim. c. 16. p. 239. Fabric.

Vid. Orig. contr. Cels. p. 308.

* Philo, p. 244, 298, 876.
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Ocellus Lucanus 7 uses it to express bepinninglcss and endless

existence : or what we should call necessary existence; always and

unvariably the same.

Timieus Locrus applies it to ideas and to duration : where he

seems to mean no more than eternity and immutability1-. I read

the word with single v in both places ; there being no reason for

making it double. There is a passage of Timaeusa, cited by Cle

mens, where the copies have dyeW^ros. Sylburgius had observed

it should be aytvnros rather. But I believe the true reading is

ttytvaros, to answer the dialect. I suppose Timseus must have

meant vovs, by his y.ia ap\a, one of his two principles : avdyna was

the other. And I must note, that aydvaros here seems to be used

in the sense of undericed absolutely.

We may now descend to Plato, about 360 years before Christ.

It is frequent with him to use the word &ytvr)Tos to express

eternal, immutable existence, that is, necessary existence. And

though he derived his vovs and ^vxy, mind ar,d soul, from the

to iyadov, yet he supposed them dye'rnra, necessarily existing; as

Athanasius b hath observed : and the like is observed of him by

Eusebiusc. Dr. Clarke tells us, in his Demonstration of the

Being, &c. that, according to many of Plato's followers, the

world was supposed to be " an eternal voluntary emanation from

" the all-wise and supreme Cause*1." But I know not whether

the Doctor will be able to prove this of them, in his present

sense of voluntary . Plotinus, who is one of his authorities, makes

God^ will to be the same with God's essence : and he derives the

very being of God from his will, that is, from himself e. You

seem therefore to be under a great mistake when you tell me,

(p. 254,) that the Platonists expressly affirmed the world to be

y To Trial ava>\fdpov Kai ayivr)TOV 0 * Op \iyovmv in rov ayaffov vovv,

aft re yap rjv Kai carat. Ocell. Lucan. Kai ttjv cV tov vov ^v^fjv, jcairoi ytfa>-

p. 8. Gale. al. 506. o-Kovrti to «'£ S>v tto-'tv, ovk t'tpo^ijBrio-av

AytwjTor xai u<j>6apTOS 6 Koo~pof Sums Kai avra tlnt'iv dyeVijra. Athaiuu.

Svapvos xai aT«XcvnjTor. Id. p. 16, 28. de Decret. S. N. p. 234.

z De idea, to ftiv aycvaT6v Tt Kai c Noijrap ovtrias aytvrjrove float

aKtvaTOv, Kai utvov Tt. Tim. Ijocr. p. 2. <pao~Kaiv avras Siorrfp Kai irdaav yjrvxrjv*

aytvara xpovoi 6e alava itoTayopfvouts, tnttTa e'£ anoppoias Ti}f toD jrpiarov

p. IO. alrlov avaTTivat \tya>v. Qvo* yap etc

* Mux ap^a iravTaiv iariv aytvvrjTOs tov prf ovros avras ytyovtvat dtdovat

(leg. dycvaTot) ft yap iytvtTo, ovk av fiovXtrat. Euseb. Prap. Ev. 1. 13. c. 15.

Ijp in dpya, AM tKttva t'£ at a dpxa P- 694.

tytvtro. Clem. Alex- p. 718. Plato in a Dr. Clarke's Demonstration, &c.

his Phaedras applies this reasoning to p. 31. 4th ed.

the soul. Phajdr. p. 344. Vid. Cicer. e See Cudworth, p. 405.

Tusc. i. p. 45.
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eternal, and by the will of God, and not by necessity : as if trill

in their sense (because it is in yours) must needs be opposed to

necessity, in your sense also of necessity; when neither their sense

of trill nor of necessity was the same with yours f.

To Plato we may subjoin Aristotle, who is known to make

the world ayivrjTos, necessarily existent ; which you (because you

affect singularity) will needs call self-existent. But as there is

certainly a different idea from that of self-existent fixed to the

word ayfvrjTos, when applied to the thing caused, we will, with

your good leave, give the different ideas different names. Simpli

city, quoted by Dr. Cudworth 6, observes of Aristotle, that while

he makes God the cause of the world, he yet supposes the world

to be ay(vr)Toi, necessarily existing. You say, Dr. Cudworth justly

charges Aristotle with making the world self-existent. But Dr.

Cudworth was a wiser man, than to charge Aristotle with it. He

observes, that neither Aristotle, nor any of the Pagan theologers,

from his time, ever supposed the world or the inferior Gods to

be self-existent h ,• but to proceed eternally from a cause. You

allow the same thing (p. 294.) of the Stoics their dyeVrp-01 0eol,

eternal and necessarily existing Gods, produced from the substance

of God. So that now we have the sense of three famous sects

of philosophers, (Platonists, Aristotelians, and Stoics,) all distin

guishing between self-existence and necessary existence; and all

using the word dyeVrrros to express the latter singly, as often as

they applied it to things produced.

From the whole we may make this observation, which will be

useful to us in our reading the Fathers, that there is nothing

strange or uncommon in giving the title of ayevnros to what is

supposed to have been produced, or begotten. To the ancient

instances already given from profane writers, I shall add a few

more of something later date ; one is from the Hermaic books,

quoted in Cyril', where the Aoyos is styled iyivrjros, and yet

f Basil gives a very different ac- 86voi to airavya£ov. Basil, in Hex-

count of these philosophers and their aem. Horn. 1. p. 10.

sentiments, that they supposed the So also St. Ambrose :

world eternal, and not by the will of Quamvis causam ejus Deum esse

God. fateantur, causam tamen volunt non

Kai xaOuTi voXXoi tu>v (fanvTavBivTuv ex voluntate, et dispositione sua, sed

o-vwnap\nv <£ aieinv no (j«co r&v k6- ita ut causa umbra? corpus est. Ambr.

ofiov, oi)(i y<ytvr)o8m irap' avrov aw- in Hexaem. 1. I. c. ^.

t^upqaaV dXX' ofoxfi airoanlaafui rijs * To airiov rov ovpavoi Ofov \tya>v,

ivvdfuwi avrov airofiarat rtapxmo- opus ayfvrjrov avr6v dVofifIkvv<ti. Cud-

irTTjuii . Kai airiov piv avrov opoKo- worth, p. 353.

yovo*i rov Qtbv, airiov d< anpoaipirw, Ibid.

its rijt axtis rb aupa, koa rqr Xauinj- ' "O Ki'xrpos ?x<4 apx0VTa 'mxtiptvov
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ywjo-ios vlos. More may bo cited from Plotinusk, and other Pla-

tonists ; who call things ayivnra, eternal and necessarily existing,

though proceeding from another. All the while it is observable,

that ayevrjTos was sometimes used in a higher sense, when applied

to what those philosophers called the first Cause, or supreme

God : for it might then signify both necessary existence and self-

existence, that is, underived absolutely : though it might often

signify no more than necessary existence, abstracting from the

consideration of self-existence : which may best be judged of by

observing what the word is opposed to. I meet not however with

the word ayivv-qTos to denote particularly self-existent : nor does

it seem to have been in use so high as Philo's time. For when

Philo had a mind to express how the Ao'yos was necessarily exist

ing, but not self-existent, (so I understand him,) he had no way

of doing it but by saying that he was not aytvrjTos in the highest

sense as God is, nor yei>r/r6s in the low sense as creatures are,

but between both I If he had had the two words dye'wjroy and

ayiwriTos, he might much more easily have expressed the thought:

as many of the Christian Fathers did after. I take the word

a.yivvnTO'i to have been first brought in by the Christians, to

distinguish the Father from the Son; that is, unbegotien from

begotten. But when, or by what degrees it came into use, is not

easy to determine. Hardly so early as Ignatius ; or if it had,

ho would not have applied it to Cod the Son in any sense :

wherefore it is highly improbable that ayivvryrGs should be the

word in the place cited. But &yivr)ros was a common word,

and very applicable; and the more likely to be applied by

him to God the Son, whom he also styles, as the Word, dffiws m,

hnptovpybv, \6yav tov navrtav 8«rir6-

tov, os ptT (Kfivov irp&rr] Bvvapts,

dytVijros, &c. "Ecm 8« tov rtavre-

Xci'ov itporyovoi, Kai TtXfior, Kai yovipot

yvT/aiot vlos. Apud Cyril. Alex, eontr.

Jul. lib. i. p. 33.

k Tevrjra piv yap t<5 dp^v *x*W

dytvnTa 8« oti pr) j(povov ri/v dpfflv

<s\et, aXXa dei nap «XXou Svra ati.

Plotin. Enn. ii. lib. 4. p. 161, 162.

Ai t£)V Btu>v ovatai ov&f eytvovro' ra

yap del Svra ovdeiroTf ylvovrai ovdi

Ti/ff irputTrjs atTtaff, 17 aXXqXaii' xatpi£ov-

raf Sxrtrtp oiSt '/'tij^r ai tirio-Tfjpai.

Sallust. de Mund. c. ii. p. 245.

Avtov 8c tov Koo-pov aKpBapTov Tf Kai

dyevrfTov fivai dvdyKrj €* yap pi)

<p8tlpfTai, ovbi ytyovcv. Kai oti

dvdyKrj StiiTrjv tov Btov dyaBoTrjTa ovtos

tov Koapov dti Tf tov 8(6v dyaBbv fivai,

Kai tov Koapov vndp)((iv, uairtp t;X/o>

piv, Kai nvpi o~vw<pio-TaTai (pais, autpaTi

8f o-Kia. Ibid. c. vii. p. 256.

' Ovrf dytvr)Tos o>r Btbs t>v, ovrt

ytvr)TOi tuff vptis, aXXa pto'os Tatv

etxpatv, dpfborepots oprjptvatv. Philo,

m "Or ((TTiv avrov \6yos aioiot, owe

dw6 criyijs irpotKBav. lgnat. ad Magnes.

p. 23. N. B. 'Ai8toff here looks back

wards, and is to be understood a parte

ante, as the Schools speak. Com

pare what Irenxus says ; Ubi est

sige non erit Logos; et ubi Logos

non utique est sige. Iren. 1. ii. c. 12.

p. 129.
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of like signification with ayivrjTos, and frequently joined with it

in ancient writers". I have nothing further to add, but that

the Arian interpolator well understood the force of dyeVijros in

that place of Ignatius ; and therefore craftily enough altered

the passage, applying it to the Father only ; suitably to Arian

principles, which allow not either ayhmjTOi or ayivr)Tos to be

applied to God the Son.

I should take notice, that Theodoret lays it to the charge of

Saturnilus, that he asserted our Saviour to be not only ayiv^roi,

but also dy^fj'TjToy0, therein contradicting himself, since he owns him

to have a Father. But it is difficult to know whether Theodoret

drew this from Saturnilus's own expressions, or only expressed

what he took to be Saturnilus's sense in his own words. If the

former were certain, we should have a proof of dyivvrjTOi being

used about Ignatius's time, though among heretics only: but

that I leave to be considered. I incline to think, that even when

the Father was spoken of, the word was still aye'wjros, but un

derstood sometimes in the highest sense, signifying self-existence;

as we see in the Sibylline verses p. Athanasius's observation

may hold true, that the iv to dytviyrov did not signify the one

unbegotten, but the one underived'i, when applied to the Father ;

carrying in it both necessary existence and self-existence : though

it was often expressive of the former only, being understood in

opposition to precarious existence, and nothing else : and so the

Son might be included in the tv to dyivrjTov. I have made no

account of any Latin translations of the Greek dyiirqTos, because

nothing is more uncertain. The translator of Irenaeus is various,

and often translates by innatus or ingenitus, where it is plain the

word should be infectus. Tertullian sometimes translates the one

word dytvr]Tos, by two together, innatus et infectus ; which confirms

me that the word was dytm]Tos, and that, for want of a proper

word for underived, he chose to express it by two. Yet Ter

tullian has also the word innatus for unbegotten alone : applying

it to the Father in contradistinction to the Son. But I shall

weary the reader. He that would see more of the uso of

n Ti o&v fori to atoioy Ka\ dytvrjTov,

Kat atpdaprov ; tp \,rn vs ovotts ptra-

PnXfjv tndya. Plutarch, de ti in Del-

pkis Script.

° Theod. Hjeret. Fab. 194.

P Eir &tbt os povos to-rtv vntpp*yib\t

dytvrjToi. Theoph. Antioch. p. 181.

.\vToy(yr]t, ayinjrot, artavra Kparav

WATERLAND, VOL. II.

humavTus. Ibid.

1 Oiik dyvoovpfv 5e oti Kat oi ftprjKO-

T«S fV TO dytwjTov tov irartpa \eyavrfs,

ovk oti ytvrjTov Kat irotrfparos ovrot tov

\6ynv ovras fypayjmv, oXX' oti pi) t%u

tov niTiov, Kat pdWov avros naTrjp ptv

fort Tijt mtpuu, &c. Athan. vol. i. p.

761. Bened.

p p
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ayivrfTos may consult the authors in the margin'. The benefit

of what hath been hinted will appear as I go on.

A.D. 145. Justin Martyr.

I am next to shew, that Justin Martyr also taught the neces

sary existence of God the Son. His doctrine is, that the Son is

5 the / AM; a phrase expressing, according to Justin, and

all other the best critics, proper emphatical existence ; the same

which we now call necessary existence. As to the proof of the

fact, that Justin really styles God the Son 6 &>v, and in his own

proper Person, I have given it in my Defence" ; and am now

only to take off your exceptions to the evidence. You have very

little of moment to reply; which is the reason, I suppose, that

you appear so fretted all the way under this Query, and betray

a very indecent warmth in your expressions. You have only your

old pretence, (which is worth nothing,) that, according to Justin,

Christ was Messenger, or Minister to the Father : and so he was

according to me too, in my Defence, and now ; and yet he is

6 &>v together with the Father ; and he will be, maugre all the

endeavours ofpassionate men to the contrary.

I insisted further in my Defence1, that the very reason given

why the Father is God, ©toy, (not 6 ©eos,) is because he is

dytvnros, necessarily existing.

Now since Justin every where expressly styles the Son ©eos,

and says that he is ©eos, God, he must of consequence believe

the Son to be necessarily existing. Here you are in a passion ;

telling me, (p. 296,) that it " is exactly as ridiculous as if a man

" should argue that since, according to St. Paul, God's being

" the Father, of whom are all things, is declared to be the reason

" of his being the one God ; therefore if the Son be not the

" Father, he is not God at all." But have a little patience, and

you will see the clearer. Had St. Paul said, that the reason of

the Father's being God, is because he is the Father of whom, &c.

it would be manifest, that, according to St. Paul, no one could be

God that was not also the Father ofwhom, &c. But as St. Paul

has said no such thing, the case is not parallel. Nor is the

Father's being the Father of whom, &c. the reason or foundation

of his being the one God, but only a reason why he principally is

styled the one God : so that you have yet said nothing to take

off the force of my argument relating to Justin. You are ex-

r Suiceri Thesaur. Petavius de Athanas. de Deer. S. N. p. 207.

Trin. lib. v. c. 1, 2. Cudworth, p. » Vol. i. p. 296, 363, 364.

353> J54- Montfaucon, Admon. in * Vol. i. p. 362, 363.
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tremely angry at my construing ayivrfros in Justin, eternal, un

created, immutable, not unbegotten, or self-existent ; and you say,

(p. 292,) " that I have not the least ground for it, from any

" ancient writer whatsoever." Who would not imagine you

were perfectly acquainted with every ancient writer, to talk of

them so familiarly i I have shewn you from many ancient writers,

that ayivryros has been commonly applied to things begotten or

proceeding ; where it could not signify unbegotten. I would fur

ther hint to you, which perhaps may surprise you, that you can

not prove that ever Justin Martyr used the word aytwryros with

double v, or that he knew of any such word. That he uses ayivrfros

is certain ; sometimes meaning by it underived absolutely u ;

sometimes necessarily existing*. One thing I will presume to

know, and to be certain of, that in the place by me cited, he used

it in the sense of necessarily existing, and no other ; because it is

opposed to precarious, perishable being; as I shewed in my De

fence : and this was the sense that the old philosophers most

commonly used it in, whether speaking of the supreme Cause,

or their incorruptible Deities, as opposed to the corruptible

creation.

You think dy«'i>7jrw, (for so I read it,) in his second Apology y,

must signify unbegotten. Far from it : it signifies no more than

eternal, or however necessarily existing, in my sense of the word.

His argument requires no more than this, that God should have

none older than himself to have given a name to him ; and

because he had not, he had no name: wherefore also the Son

(as Justin observes) being coexistent with him (o-vviav) from the

first, and afterwards begotten, had no name, having none older

than himself. Thus the connection of Justin's sense is plain and

clear ; and his observation just and natural. 0, but you say,

" Justin, in this very sentence, styles the Son ytvv&ntvos, in

" express opposition to aytvvryros." But that 1 deny ; yevvapfvos

is opposed only to ovvwv, his temporal generation to his eternal

coexistence with the Father: for so I interpret that passage

with the learned Dr. Grabe ; so entirely void of all foundation

is every one of your exceptions.

To those already given I shall add one proof more of Justin's

professing the necessary existence of God the Son. It is from a

u Pag. 387, 408, 410. ed. Thirlby. necessary existence.

I do not meet with more places x Pag. 20, 37, 72, 78, 114, 128,

where the word must necessarily sig- 148, 149, 150.

nify more. In the rest, I conceive, it r Just. Apol. ii. p. 13. Grab. p.

must, or may signify no more than 114. Thirlb.

P p 2
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fragment onlyz ; but there appears no reason to suspect its being

genuine. What I build my argument upon, is Justin's styling

the Aoyos, life by nature; by which I understand necessarily

existing life, no phrase being more commonly used to signify

necessary existence than <pv<rei, or Kara <f>vcriv, by the ancients.

This very phrase of life by nature, is so used by Cyril of Alex

andria, and others a. But what most of all confirms this sense,

is Justin himself, or a venerable person whom he produces in

his Dialogue with approbation, arguing against the necessary

existence of the soul, upon this topic, that she has not life in her

self1", but her life is precarious, depending on the will of another.

Now, in this fragment, Justin asserts, that the Aoyos is life by

nature, and enlivening whatever is joined thereto : the very

description which the Platonistsc give of the to Qtiov, the divine

Being, which emphatically exists. I might add further proofs,

from Justin, of the Son's necessary existence; the same that

Bishop Bull has produced out of him for the consubstantiality ;

for whatever proves one, proves both. But these are sufficient,

and I may have occasion to hint more of this matter, when I

come to answer the objection made from the temporal genera

tion.

A.D. 177. Athenagoras.

Athenagoras, the next in order, will be a powerful advocate

for the necessary existence of God the Son. He declares him to

be ov ye.v6p.(vosd, not made ; the very same phrase whereby he

expresses the necessary existence of God the Father e ; and which

comes to the same as 6 tbv, <pvo-ti &>v, ad &>v, all words, or phrases,

expressing in Athenagoras necessary existence.

It is ridiculous of you to plead, in opposition to me, (p. 296,)

that Athenagoras calls the Son ytvvr)fia in the very same sentence.

It is the thing that we contend for, that he may be ytvirqpa, and

z H Kara (pvo~iv fcoi? 7rpo<rf7r\dia] ra

tt)v (pdopav ht^apiva. Justin. Fragm.

p. 406. Jeb. Grabe Spicil. vol. ii.

p. 172.
a Kara <f>v(riv ear) fwiy Kai faonotos

6 iravros iirtKdva vov. Cyril. Alex,

contr. Jul. lib. vii. p. 250.

Xojtj Kara (pvaiv 6 ©for, as Qeos «k

Stav, «cai (arj (K £<uqr. Cyril, in I Joh.

P-5I-

'Of Xoyot av, Kai Car/, Kai (pas, «to!

dX^6Vta, Kai 6(6?, Kai antpui. Kai rrdvra

oo-a Kara iftvmv tori. Greg. Nyss. contr.

Eun. Or. i. p. I.

D Ov yap 8i" airi/s f'<m To (ijv, i>s

ra Just. Dial. p. 23. Jeb.

c Ov yap as p*riyov tov Qv, dXX'

as iraptKTiKOv TTjs 6das fo>>/f, r6 Qtiov

ddavariv cart. Procl. Platon. Theol.

p. 65.
* Ov\ as ytvoptvov. Athenag. p. 38.

e Aurov ptv oi ycvoptvov, ort r6 ov

ov yivtrai, aXXa r6 prf ov. P. 21.

Ti ro 6k del, yivtaiv re owe i\av' ^

ri to ytvopfvov pev, bv 6«" ov&fTTOTt.

P. 67.

Ov tpvati ovrav, aXXa yevoptvav.

P. 68.
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yet necessarily existing; nay, that he is so, because he is ylvvr)fi.af,

properly so called ; every Son being of the same nature with his

Father. And why might not Athenagoras think the Son neces

sarily existing, and begotten also ? No philosopher nor Catholic

Christian ever imagined it at all inconsistent, for the same thing

to be both ytvv&nevov and ayivr\Tov, as may appear, in a good

measure, from the testimonies I have given above.

I have something further to plead from Athenagoras. He

intimates, that God could never be without the Arfyos*, any

more than without reason or wisdom ; which is declaring his

existence as necessary as the Father's existence is. See this

argument of the ancients explained and vindicated in my

Sermons1" : besides that Bishop Bull has so fully defended

Athenagoras in particular, from the senseless charge of his

supposing the Son to be no more than an attribute before his

generation, that an ingenuous man should be ashamed to revive

it, till he can make some tolerable answer to what the Bishop

has said. But I have mentioned this matter once before.

You object, that Athenagoras speaks emphatically of the

unoriginate underived eternity of the Father, as the one unbegolten

and eternal God, and again, that the unbegotten God is alone

eternal. Had this been really said by him, yet nobody that

knows Athenagoras could ever suspect that he had intended any

opposition to the eternity of God the Son, included in him ; and

therefore it were of no great moment to dispute this point with

you. But in regard to truth, I think myself obliged to observe,

that no proof can be given of Athenagoras's ever using the word

iyivirqTos, but aytirqros. It is under the conception of necessary

existence, not as unbegotten, that he proposes the Father as the

true God, in opposition to all the perishing and feeble deities of

the Pagans : and while he does this, he still bears in mind that

this Father has a Son of the same nature with himself ; and

forgets not to mention him in his proper place : particularly in

those very pages (37, 122.) from whence you quote the two

passages of the unbegotten Father, (as you call him,) he takes

care to bring in the mention of the Son, as included in him, and

one God with him. It is very strange, that an ancient writer

cannot be allowed to speak of the Father, in the first place, as

the one God, (which all the churches in Christendom have ever

f Vid. Dionys. Rom. ap. Atban. i>v, fix*" a^T°' f" cavra t6v \6yov ai-

p. 2^2. Has Xoyucor &». Athen. p. 38.

c E£ apxrjs yap 6 6«os, vois dittos * Page 149, &c. of this volume.
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done, and still do in their creeds,) but presently he must be

charged with excluding God the Son : as if reserving him a while

in mind, and forbearing to make mention of him till it be a

proper time and place, were the same thing with excluding him

from the one trite Godhead. Upon a view of the places' where

Athenagoras uses the word ayfvrjTos, it is plain to me, from what

I find it opposed to, that he means no more than ov yevontvos, or

(pwei cbv, necessary existence by it, in opposition to the Pagan

perishing deities.

A.D. 187. Iren*;us.

Irena;us will be found to teach the necessary existence of God

the Son many ways, with great variety of expression ; sometimes

declaring him to be ipse Deusk, God himself; sometimes the self1

of the Father, Creator™ often ; which, with Irenseus, is always

a certain argument of immutable existence11, and a mark of dis

tinction between what is necessarily existing, and what not : inti

mating also, that whatsoever is a creature could never create".

I have shewn also, above, that Irenasus asserts the Son not to

be another God, but the same God with the Father ; from whence

it must follow, that he is also necessarily existing as well as the

Father. He further supposes him God, in respect of his sub-

stancev, and coexisting 1 always with the Father. By these and

other the like characters, too long and too many to be here

cited at length, does this very early and judicious Father proclaim

the necessary existence of God the Son. I shall over and above

produce two passages; one where Irenams styles the Son infectus,

and another where the Father and his Word are so described, as

plainly to shew that they are one necessary existing Being. The

first runs thusr; "Thou art not, 0 man, necessarily existing,

" neither didst thou always coexist with God as his own Word."

I make no doubt of infectus being the rendering of aytmyros, a

word often used by Irenaeus ; but whether he ever has aytvvnros,

unbegotten, I am not positive : it does not appear to me that he

hass. Now as to the sense of the place, it is certainly the most

1 Athenag. p. 19, 27, 37, 53, 67, « Ibid. p. 153, 163, 209, 243.

122. r Non enim infectus es, O homo.

k Iren. p. 132. neque semper co-existebas Deo, sicut

1 Ibid. p. 139, 163, 253. proprium ejus Verbum. Iren. p. 153.

m Ibid. p. 44, 79, 190, 219, 307, 8 The reader may turn to the pages

315. here marked, if he be disposed to exa-

n Ibid. p. 169, 183, 240. mine. N. B. I make no account of

0 Ibid. p. 288. the present readings.

P Generationem ejus qua? est ex Iren. p. 2, 5, 1 1, 53, 54, 56, 67,

Virgine.etntlisianriamquoniarn Deus. 100, 101, 103, 153, 183, 284, 285,

Iren. p. 217. 348. Bened. ed.
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natural to refer each branch of the sentence to the same Word

of God. That is to say, Neither art thou unmade, as the Word

is, nor didst thoM always coexist with God, as he, the same Word,

has. But because it is barely possible for the words to admit of

another construction, I shall not contend about it. One thing

however is certain, that the eternal coexistence of God the Word

is here plainly taught ; which, among all sober reasoners, will

imply his necessary existence, as well as eternity.

The other place of Iremeus runs thus :

" But in him who is God over all, for as much as he is all

" Mind and all Word, (as we have said,) and having nothing

" sooner or later, or any thing of diversity in himself, but all

" equal and alike, and ever continuing one ; there can be no such

" order of emission,'" (as the Gnostics pretend t.)

To this may be added another such passage :

" For the Father of all is not a kind of compound substance

" (animal) of any thing besides mind, as we have shewn. But

" the Father is Mind, and Mind the Father. Wherefore it is

" necessary that the Word, which is of him, or rather the

" Mind itself, since it is Word, should be perfect and impassible,

" and the emissions therefrom being of the same substance with

" him, should be perfect and impassible, and always continue

" like to him that emitted them"."

These two passages will not be perfectly understood by any

that are not in some measure acquainted with the Gnostic

principles. Among other conceits of theirs, this was one, that

the Word was remote from the Father in nature and perfections,

and liable to ignorance and passion : which absurd tenet Irenseus

here confutes, by teaching that the Mind is Word, and the

Word Mind, both of the same substance and perfections. It is

* In eo autem qui sit super omnes

Deus, totus Nus et lotus Logos cum

sit, quemadmodum prsediximus, et

nec aliud antiquius, nec posterius, aut

aliud alterius habente in se, sed toto

srquali et simili et uno perseverante,

jam non talis hujus ordinationis sequi-

tur emissio. Iren. p. 131, 133.

" Non enim ut compositum animal

quiddam est omnium Pater prater

Nun, quemadmodum prse-ostendi-

mu8 : sed Nus Pater, et Pater Nus.

Necesse est itaque et eum qui ex eo

est Logos, imo magis autem ipsum

Nun, cum sit Logos, perfectum et im-

passibilem esse, et eas quse ex eo sunt

emissiones, ejusdem substantia cum

sint, cujus et ipse, perfectas et im-

pnssibiles et semper similes cum eo

perseverare qui eas emisit. Ibid. p.

139-

Compare

Qui generationem prolativi bomi-

num Verbi transferunt in Dei Gternum

Verbum, et prolationis initium dantes

et gene8im, quemadmodum et euo

Verbo. Et in quo distabit Dei Ver

bum, imo magis ipse Deus, cum Bit

Verbum, aVerbohominum, si eandem

habuerit ordinationem et emissionem

generationis ? Ibid. p. 133.
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plain, that by Word, in those passages, is not meant any

attribute of the Father, but the Person of the Son, by what

follows in p. 132, where he speaks of the eternal Word under that

notion, and still continues the same thought of God himself

being Word, or Logos, as before. The Word therefore is perfect,

is impassible, is necessarily existing, as the Father is, according

to lrenseus*.

A.D. 192. Clemens Alexandrinus.

Clemens is another unexceptionable evidence for the same

doctrine. He styles the Son oi/rfo? ©eoyy, really God: a phrase

which he often applies with particular emphasis to God the

Father2, as being the one true God, in opposition to pretended

deities. I omit here, what I have before abundantly shewn,

that the Father and Son together are the one God, according to

Clemens : I pass over also Clemens's doctrine of Christ being

Creator, Almighty, adorable, &c. from whence, by certain con

sequence, it may be proved, that his substance is truly divine and

necessarily existing. I shall here insist only on such passages, as

more expressly and directly signify his necessary existence ; among

which this is one :

" But this must of necessity be took notice of, that we ought

" not to think any thing wise by nature, but the to ®eiov, the

" divine Being ; wherefore also it is Wisdom, God's Power, that

" teaches truth : and from thence the perfection of knowledge is

" received"." Here Wisdom is plainly included in the to Qeiov,

the divine Being, said to be wise by nature, that is, necessarily

wise. All that know Clemens's style will allow, that by Wisdom

is meant the Son of God, the teacher of truth, as Clemens himself

explains it in the following pageb ; and a few pages after, he

gives him the titles of <ro(pla, Wisdom, and owa/ws 0eoO, Power of

Godc, as here. Wherefore God the Son is (pvo-a o-o<pos, and also

to ©flbi>, which fully express necessary existence. Another pas

sage of Clemens, proving the same thing, is as follows : " We

" are not as the Lord, and if we would, we cannot : for no

" disciple is above his Lord. It is enough, if we be made such

" as the Master ; not in essence, for it is impossible for that

x Vid. Massuet. Dissert. Prsev. p. Siva/us 8foC, rj {St8d£a<ra tt)v d\q6ftav

1 28. KavravBa irov «?Xijnrai i) Ttkttnois T>jr

y Clemens Alex. p. 86. yiwrws. Clem. p. 452.

% Ibid. p. 45, 55, 00, 61,81,92, 150. b Ai' of Kadoparai ra kot SkSfituu

a 'EkcZco 8« «'£ avayKtjs napacrr)iifia>- KaXa nal SUma. Ibid. p. 453-

rim, las fidvov to Btiav o-<xb6v tuxu 0 'O Kvptos akfjOtut, xai andtia, Kai

if>io-(t vodirBai XPV' Ka>1 h <r<xpia Sivapis GfoO. Ibid. p. 457.
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" which is by adoption (or appointment) to be equal in essence

" (or existence) to what is by nature : only we may be made eternal,

" and may be admitted to the contemplation of things that are,

" and may have the title of sons, and may see the Father in what

" belongs to himd."

In these words it is clearly intimated, that our Lord is /car

ova-lav, essentially, and cbvcrci, by nature, eternal, and knoioing, and

Son of God : which are the known ways by which the ancients

express necessary existence. <t>vo-fi as opposed to Oto-t i is a familiar

and very common expression for what is naturally and necessarily,

in opposition to voluntary appointment or designation6.

Clemens has another celebrated passage, worth the reciting :

" The Son of God never comes down from his watch-tower, is

" never divided, never parted asunder, and never passes from

" place to place ; but is always every where, and yet contained

" no where : all mind, all light, all the Father's eye, sees all

" things, hears all things, and knows all things f."

Here we find the principal essential attributes of God {immu

tability, immensity, omnipresence, and omniscience) ascribed to

God the Son. And what can all this mean less than necessary

existence ? Compare with it what I had just before cited from

Irenaeus ; who in like manner describes God as being all mind,

all word, &c And it is observable, that this was a way of

speaking never applied to any but the eternal and necessary

existing God. It is so applied by Clemens himself in another

place*. The manner of speaking was indeed first borrowed from

the philosophers h, who applied it to none but the divine nature

a Ovk topiv hi as 6 Kvpws, intihf)

fiovXopeda [icv, ov hwdptBa hi. ovSus

yap paOijrrjs vnip tov hihdo~Ka\ov'

apKtrov hi idv ytvapfOa as 6 Scfid-

<rKaXos' oi KaT oicriaV dhvvarov yap

taov (ivai npos rrjv vnap£iv, to Otati

rm O)u0v>* to of aihiovs yryovivai, Kai

fW tS>v Svrav Btapiav iyvaxivai, Ka\

viovs npoar)yop(vto~8ai, Ka\ tov naripa

anb rav otKflav Kadopipv pdvov. Ibid.

p. 469-
e XdptTiy Kai ov <pvo~fi ttjs vloBfcias

ri£ui>pivovs. Greg. Nt/ss. contr. Eun.

lib. i. p. 17, 126.

Einav nparov to oi«W, npos rov

naripa uov, ontp t/v Kara tpvmv ttr

tvayayav Kai naripa vpibv, ontp fjv

Kara Biaui. Cyril. Hierosol. p. 116.

ed. Benedict. Vid. et p. 46, 1 14, 1 17,

138, 149, 151, 152, 153, 158.

Athan. Orat. 2. p. 442, 527. Eu-

stath. apud Theod. Dial. 1. The Arian

doctrine was, Oi <pvo-fi vl6s rts ioriv

tov 6foC. Alexand. Epist. apud Theod.

E. H. lib. i. c. 4.

' Ou yap i£lorarai nort rijs airrov

ntptanris 6 vlos rov Stov' ov ucpi£6*

ptvos, ovk dnortpvdptvas, ov ptra-

jlnivwv IK T0170U tls ronov, ndvrji Si

i>v ndvrore, Kai prj&apj nipifx^pfvos,

okos vovs, 6\os <bas, narpaos o\os

o<p6a\pus, ndvra opav, ndvra aKOvav,

tlhas ndvra, &c. Clem. p. 831.

B *OAor okotj Kai oKos cxpOaXpos, tva

ris Tovrois xP'la,lTal Tols dvopaat, 6

Btos. Ibid. p. 853.

h Xenophanes, some hundred years

before Christ, seems to have been the
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as such : and they are herein followed by many ' of the Fathers,

before or after Clemens.

I shall just point out one place more of Clemens, taken notice

of by M. Lequien, the learned editor of Damascenk. The words

are, " Let us hasten to salvation, to (baptismal) regeneration, to

" be united together many of us, in one love after (the example

" of) the unity of the one singular essence^."

The words are supposed to be an allusion to John xvii. 2 1 .

22, 23, where Christian unity is described by our Lord, as re

sembling, in some measure, the union of father and son. This

construction of that place in Clemens is extremely plausible :

but that the words are strictly capable of no other, I will not

pretend ; let the reader make his judgment of it. Having

traced the doctrine of the Son's necessary existence down to Cle

mens, I need not go lower, where the case is still plainer. As

to Tertullian, you allow, that he supposes the Son to be a self-

existent part of Cod's substance : which is throwing his sense into

invidious terms to disparage it ; but is, in the main, confessing

the thing, that the Son is by him supposed necessarily existing,

and but one Person of the Trinity ; which Tertullian might not

perhaps express in the best manner, though his meaning is right

and good. I might produce vouchers for the same doctrine,

as many Fathers"1 as have pleaded that God the Father could

never have been without the Word, any more than without

thought, power, truth, life, or the like : and those I have reckoned

up in another place", whither I refer the reader.

I shall content myself with particularly mentioning one more

only, and that is

A. D. 249. Origen.

I shall begin with the famous passage in his treatise against

Celsus, where he expressly styles the Son iyivrjTos, unmade,

first that used it. Vid. Diog. Laert. ova-las hatriv. Clem. Alex. p. 72.

p. 559. Compare p. 146.

Plinii Nat. Hist. lib. ii. e. 7. Sext. m Hippolytus contr. Noet. c. 10.

Empiric, contra Phys. i. sect. 144. Dionys. Roman, apud Athanas. 232.

• Ireneeus, p. 130, 131, 151, 240. Dionys. Alex, apud Athan. 230, 253,

Novatian c. 6. Lactantius de Opif. c. 257. Alexand. apud Theod. lib. i. c.

2. Cyrill. Hieros. p. 91. ed. Bened. 4. Add to these Methodius (ap. Phot.

Zeno Veron. in Psal. p. 139. Hiero- p. 960.) and Theognostus, (ap. Athan.

nym. in Psal. 93. p. 371. p. 230.) declaring the Son to be

k Damasc. Op. vol. i. p. 132. eternal and uncreated, that is, neces-

1 2nfv<rapifv (Is <rinTr)piav, fVi tt)v sarily existing.

na\iyy(i'((Ttav, fir piav ayarrrjv ovva- n P. 149, 150 of this volume.

X&jwi o't iroXXo!, Kara rrjv rr)t jiova?SiKfjs
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that is, as I understand, necessarily existing. The whole sentence

runs thus0 :

" Our Saviour and Lord, the Word of God, setting forth how

" great a thing it is to know the Father, that he is compre-

" hended and known principally, and, according to his dignity,

" by himself {the Son) alone, and in the second place by those

" who have their minds enlightened by the very Word of God,

" says, ' No one knoweth the Son, but the Father, neither the

" Father but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son shall

" reveal him.'' For no one can be able worthily to know him

" that was unmade, and begotten before all created nature, as

" the Father who begat him : neither can any one (know) the

" Father, as (he is known by) his living Word, his Wisdom, and

" Truth" I need say nothing here in defence of my way of

rendering imcn/s yei^jr^s <pi5<r«cos 7rpa>roVo»cos, having sufficiently

vindicated it in another placeP. The stress of my argument for

the Son's necessary existence lies in the word ayfvrjrov, which you

are very sensible of, and therefore endeavour all possible ways,

though in vain, to elude it.

You say, (p. 295,) that " the place is evidently corrupt." I

suppose, because it is evidently against you. But where are your

manuscripts ? Or by what authority do you pretend to pronounce

any place corrupt, without the least shadow of a reason ? You

plead the term irpwroroKos. But that, if rightly understood,

confirms the reading rather than otherwise : for if the Son was

begotten before all created nature, he must be uncreated^. And

I doubt not but Origen chose irdo-Tjs yeir/rjjs tpwrttos, instead of

7ida~tji urCaem, on purpose to make it answer the better to

ayivrpos going before, and to preserve the elegance of the sen

tence. You urge ylvvi)cras avrbv, as if the same thing could not

be said to be aytvrjTos, and yet begotten : which all thephilosophers

had admitted, and nothing more frequent (as the testimonies

produced above shew) than the application of both to the same

person or thing : not to mention, that if Christ was a Son, in the

0 OCt« yap top dyevrjTov, ko\ iratrqt reasons very remarkably upon the

ytvtfTTis f/jiVf cut irparoTOKOv, kot a(lau phrase irpuroTOKos, &c.

cidcVai Tts dvparat, ws 6 yfvmjtras avritv Hoiijpa 6 nptaroroKos irdarjs KriVrwr,

irarrip, oCrt t6v irartpa as 6 fp.yfm\os 6 tic yaarpis irpb iaa<p6pov ytvvrjdets,

Xdyos nai crorfiia avrov, xai d\r)0(ia. 6 tmav as atxpta, npb Si navrav /3ov-

Origen. contr. Cels. lib. vi. p. 287. v&v ytwi} ut ; Kai iroXXavou Si rav

P P. 57 of this volume. See also 8(lav Xoytav ytytwrjtrBai, dXX' ov yt-

Le Moyne, Not. et Observ. p. 447. yovivai rbv vibv Xtyoptvov tvpoi Tie

Wall's Defence, p. 37. Sr. Dionys. Rom. apud Athanas.

1 Dionysiue, of the same age, thus p. 23a.
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strict and proper sense, (as all the Fathers have taught,) he

must have been unmade, or necessarily existing. Your last pre

tence is from Gelenius, the editor, rendering it ah aterno

genitus: which is descending low indeed. You might have

urged the authority of Dr. Clarke, if you had pleased, which

would have signified to me as much as Gelenius's. To imagine

that aytvr\Tov stands for ittyimnrou is making any thing stand

for any thing : what man that knows Greek would use aeiyivvvros

for auytvr]s, which is the proper word in such a case ? To read

•/(virtfrbv, as you pretend, is still worse, being flat, and scarce

sense: besides that Origen, intending here to say the highest

things that could be said of the Son, would never use any such

expression in this place.

Mr. Whi8tonr, I think, has two or three little exceptions,

more than you have mentioned. He appeals to Origen's known

" doctrine and language elsewhere." But neither has this

pretence any weight or force in it. Origen's doctrine can no

way be better known than from this very treatise ; which is

every where conformable with what he has here said9. And I

have produced some evidence of it above. There is another

place, in this very treatise, where Origen teaches the same doc

trine implicitly, while he clearly distinguishes and exempts the

Son dxo navTos yei'Tjroi/', from all created being : which comes to

the same thing as the styling him dyeVjjros.

Mr.Whiston has one plea more from the silence of Origen's

Athanasian vindicators. But this is very slight, unless all that

was ever anciently pleaded for Origen were still extant ; whereas,

we have very little, in comparison, remaining. But if Origen's

friends were silent on this head, it may be, his adversaries may

have supplied the defect. Among the heads of the accusation

drawn up against him, this was one, quod dixerit filium innatum,

that he asserted the Son to be unbegotten*. It is no improbable

conjecture of the learned Huetiusx, that they had respect to this

very passage; maliciously and captiously construing ayivqrov,

unbegottm, instead of unmade. But enough of this matter. It

appears from what hath been said, that there is no reason at all

for imagining the place corrupt. You have no manuscript, no

r Whiston's Reply to Lord Not- \6yov, or tart ko\ tro<pia (oxra, na\ v'tot

tingham, p. 15. Otov, rq> M natri 8fa>. Orig. contr.

* Bull. D. F. sect. ii. c. 9. Cels. lib. iii. p. 160.

1 "AfiiKTov npbs 6, rmoToiv y(vr)Tov u Paraphili Apolog.p.235.ed.Bened.

itavros fUv d<t>Krrairji ytvryroi, inter op. Hieron.

lrpovaymnrji Si 8t' cy^rv^ov xat (avroc * Huetii Origeniana, p. 43.
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various lection, no plea from the context, none from Origen's doc

trine in other places, (however not in this treatise,) no argument

of any kind, but what is mere trifling : nor have you been able

to invent any correction or emendation, but what either is not

Greek, or makes the sentence flat, and even silly in comparison :

so unfortunate and unadvised a thing is it, to play the critic in a

wrong place.

Origen, as we have seen, has styled the Son dye'wjTos, unmade,

or uncreated, (for that is his own interpretation y of the word

ayivrfros :) and it is no objection to this, that other Fathers

have been sparing of applying that title to Christ. The reason

is, because the word ayivn-ros was ambiguous, and was not ap

plicable to Christ in every sense of it. For the like reason it

is, that yeirjros is also very rarely applied to Christ : which

though it might be applicable in one sense2, yet being more

generally used in another, and too low a sense, was therefore

avoided. It is once applied to Christ by the Antiochian Fathers

directly, and again obliquely : though a doubt may be made

whether it should be ytvjrros or ytvvnros. And Origen (I do not

remember any other of the Ante-Nicenes) is charged by Epipha-

nius" with so applying it : which Epiphanius, as the humour

then ran, very partially wrests to an ill sense, though he would

have interpreted the same word more candidly in any one but

Origen, as he there declares. So much had the Eustathian

party prevailed in their unreasonable clamours against Origen,

notwithstanding the endeavours of the wisest, and coolest, and

best men of the Church, and even Jerome amongst them for a

considerable time. However, though the phrase of ytvrjTos ®ebs

might bear a good sense, (and I doubt not was so intended by

Origen,) yet I commend not his discretion in the use of it ; since

it might also bear an ill one, and had been a phrase applied by

the Platonists to their inferior pods, or to the world. It might

be on account of some of these uncautious sallies of Origen, that

he was forced to purge himself to Pope Fabian, in a letter to

him : after which, as in his treatise particularly against Celsus,

he was more cautious, and kept closer to the language of the

y 'AytvrjToi ovtrai, xai /117 vno Qfov curuzr 3XXrjf irapayo/ievov, Km ovk ovra

KTHrBeiaai. Orig. contr. Cels. p. 187. avroyovov, ovf>i avtivnSoraTov. Cran-

z rtwjTot sometimes denotes only tor. apud Procl. in IHm. p. 85.

a thing's proceeding from another, rtvrfrov, to imiao-ovv air alrtas xxfai-

whether eternally or temporally, whe- o-rantvov. Vid. Cudw. p. 254.

ther by generation or creation. a Epiphan. Haeres. Origenist. c.vii.

rtpjjrov \tyto-8m tov Koafiov as air viii. p. 531.
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Church. To proceed : I might produce other very clear proofs

of Origen's faith in the necessary existence of God the Son, from

the attributes of immutability*, omnipresence*, impassibility,d, &c.

which he ascribes to him, as well as from other topicse. But I

refer the reader to Bishop Bull's accurate account of him and

his sentiments, and now hasten to what is most material, to

take off your famous, and almost only objection drawn from

what the Fathers have said about Christ's generation being by

the wiU of the Father.

3. I am here to inquire, in what sense, and by whom, necessary

generation or emanation was taught; and to account for the

Son's being said to be generated by the will of the Father.

Here, in the first place, we are carefully to distinguish between

those who asserted a temporal generation only, and those who

asserted an eternal generation. As to the former, it may be

allowed, that they supposed the generation to be by the will of

the Father, even in your sense of will : and all you now have to

do, is to prove, if you are able,, that those writers believed

no real or substantial existence of the Son, antecedent to that

generation.

As to the latter, who held eternal generation, your business will

be to shew, that they believed it to be an act of the will in

your sense of will, if possible to be done : or, without this, you

do nothing. It were sufficient to men of sense, and to scholars,

to have pointed out a way of solving all that you have, or ever can

advance upon this head : but because some readers will want to

see some things more particularly cleared, I shall be at the pains

of tracing this matter down quite through the Fathers ; shewing

you your mistakes all the way. You will not expect I should

take any notice of the Apostolical Constitutions, so often and so

unanswerably proved f to be a patched, spurious, and interpolated

work. Nor shall I have any thing to do with Ignatius's inter

polated epistles, till you have confuted Bishop Pearson and

Daille. I refer you to a learned foreigners, in the margin, for

b Origen. contr. Cels. p. 169, 170. p. 171. ''Kitavyatrpa <£<urot atSiov, p.

e Viz. the many strong expressions Apostolorum, p. 190. Mr. Turner on

of the Son's real and natural, or es- the Apost. Constitutions. Dr. Smal-

sential divinity occurring in that trea- broke.

tise of Origen. Tijr Otitis (pvcrtus Quas solas genuinas esse, alteras

<pv<T(i Kvpiov \6yov 6foi), p. 392. Tije Athanasio decurtatas, inauditum et

tov 0tiov \oyov <f>v<r«as ovros Otov, incredibile Wilhelmi Whistoni, novi

 

 

 

vero illas quas sinceras esse dixi, ab
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the sense of wise and judicious men in relation to Mr.Whiston's

wild attempt to substitute the larger instead of the smaller

epistles. I proceed then to the genuine Ignatius, in the smaller

epistles. I allowed in my Defence h, that Ignatius supposes the

Son to be a Son by the will of the Father; and I shewed in

how many senses it might be taken, without at all favouring

your principles. You imagine I was greatly puzzled ; which I

take to be an argument only of your small acquaintance with

those matters. You pretend that three of the senses have

no distinct sense. But are you to sit down in your study, and

make reports of the ancients out of your own head, without

looking into them, to see in what sense they used their phrases !

I was not inquiring what you or I should now express by the

word will, but what ideas the ancients had sometimes fixed to

the word : for by that rule we must go in judging of the ancients.

What think you of those that gave the name of Will, or the

Father's Will, to the Person of the Son ' ! They had a meaning,

though not such a meaning as you or I now understand the

word will in. They must therefore be interpreted by the ideas

which they, and not we, affixed to the phrase, or name. And

what think you of others who used the phrases of omnipotent,

or all-containing Will, (as we have seen above,) had not they

Arianorum in Anglia Proniachi, para-

doxon est, singulari nuper scripto

proditum magis quam demonstratum.

Fubricii Bibl. Gr. lib. v. cap. I. p. 40.

The same learned writer has also

very lately given his judgment of Mr.

Whiston's attempt about the Consti

tutions.

Quam parum feliciter hoc ei suc-

cesserit, evidenter exposuerunt Rob.

Turnerus, Richardus Smalbroke, Jo.

Ernestus Grabe : consulendus etiam

Simon Ockley. Licet vero Whistonus

identidem tueri sententiam suam co-

natus est repetitis scriptis adversus

Grabium, adversus Petrum Allixium,

adversus Turnerum, vix quemquam

tamen antiquitatis ecclesiastics peri-

tum confido esse futurum, cui lllius

argumenta petita longius, et conjee-

turse leves, rem tantam persuadere

poterunt. Fabr. Bibl. Gr. vol. xi.

p. 11.
h Vol. 1. p. 349.

' \\ya0ov irarpis uyaOov ffovXnua.

Clem. Alex. p. 309.

OiXnpa irarroKparopiKov, Sovereign

Will. p. 647.

Ipse erat Voluntas et Potestas Pa-

tris. Tertull. de Orat. cap. 4.

BtA^/i.i tov irarpds iuriv *lrj(rovs

XptoTot. Hippol. contr. Noet. cap. xiii.

P-ip- . .

Charitatem ex charitate progenitam.

Voluntas ex mente procedens

Orig. irtpi apxo>v. Pamph. Apol. p. 235.

Ttjv tov irarpos fiovXnaiv. Constant,

apud Gelas. part. 3.

BouXq icai 8iXnpa tov varp6t. Atha-

nas. p. 613.

Sicut Sapientia, et Verbum, et Vir

tus Dei, et Veritas, et Resurrectio, et

Via dicitur, ita etiam Voluntas. Hie-

ronym. Com. in Eph. i. p. 323.

Quidam ne Filium consilii vel vo

luntatis Dei dicerent unigenitum Ver

bum, ipsum Consilium, seu Volun-

tatem Patris idem Verbum esse dix-

erunt. Sed melius, quantum existimo

dicitur Consilium de Consilio et Vo

luntas de Voluntate ; sicut substantia

de substantia, Sapientia de Sapien

tia. Augustin. TWn. lib. xv. cap. 38.

p. 994. Vid. Petav. Dogmat. vol. i.

p. 229. Coteler. Not. in Recogn.

p. 492.
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some different idea of will from that which you have ! And must

not they be interpreted accordingly? You are very angry at

those that have presumed (without your leave) to say the "Will

" of God is God himself," (p. 259.) And yet, whether the

saying be right or wrong, when you would interpret the doctrine

of such as made that their maxim, you must take their words

as they meant them, and according to their ideas, and not your

own. For aught I see, they spake more properly than you do

in so often mentioning acts of the will. Does any thing act but

an agent; and is the will an agent? How absurdly do you

speak ! Not that I should blame you for using a common

phrase : only do not be so very severe and smart upon others ;

who knew how to speak as properly, or perhaps more properly

than you k. It seems to be owing only to narrowness of mind,

and want of larger views, that you would confine all writers to

your particular modes of speaking. The word will has been

used by some of the ancients to signify any natural powers of

God1. Will, in the sense of approbation or acquiescence, is very

common with ancient writers : nor was it thought absurd to say,

that God had willed thus or thus, from all eternity, and could

not will otherwise. Whether there be any thing very edifying

in these notions or not, is not the question. But when we are

searching into the sentiments of the ancients, we must carefully

observe in what sense they understood the terms they made use

of : otherwise we shall be apt to make very gross mistakes in

our reports of them. To return to Ignatius. To cut off dispute,

I admitted that Ignatius might understand by generation, a

voluntary antemundane generation, or manifestation, with several

other Fathers. In answer to which, you tell me, that I should

" have proved that he had somewhere or other spoken of another

" higher generation, otherwise I have given up the question."

What question ? the question of the eternal or necessary ex

istence of the Logos ? Nothing like it. I admitted that many of

the Fathers speak of no higher a generation than that ante-

mundane one : but still I insist upon it, that those very Fathers

acknowledged the existence of a real and living Word, a Word

k See Petavius's Dogmata Theol. est Voluntas. Mar. Victorin. adv.

vol. i. lib. 1. cap. 8. p. 01, &c. lib. 5. Arium, lib. i. p. 199. Basil, ed. Vid.

cap. 4. p. 211. cap. 12. p. 239. Petavii Dogm. vol. i. p. 229.

Where may be seen what Fathers Tavriv yap iryavpai <pp6vr)<riv «ii

said the Will of God was God himself, /SovXqow that. Athan. Oral. cap. lxv.

and what they meant by it. p. 613.

1 Omnis Potentia naturalis (Dei)
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of God, eternally related to the Father, whose Word he is :

which relation to tho Father as his Head, is all that any writers

ever meant by eternal filiation. They therefore acknowledged

the same thing, but under another name : there was no difference

in doctrine, but in the expression, and the manner of wording it ;

as 1 observed in my Defence™. Ignatius, of whom we are now

speaking, owns an eternal Logos, and his necessary existence ; as I

have already proved : which is sufficient to my purpose, unless

you can shew that he meant an attribute only, by the Logos.

I go on to .Justin Martyr ; who, as I before allowed, speaks

of no generation higher than that voluntary ante-mundane

generation, otherwise called manifestation: and I shewed both

from Justin and Methodius, that a manifestation might be called

a generation11. To the same purposo I quoted Hippolytus0;

who plainly makes a manifestation to be the Son's generation ;

as do also several others P. Now certainly there is nothing

amiss in supposing God the Son to have been manifested, in the

proper season, by the will of the Father. I allow then that the

Logos became a Son (according to Justin) by voluntary appoint

ment : but I do not allow that he became God. The latter is

what you are endeavouring to prove out of Justin. The passage

which you insist principally upon is this, which I have explained

in my Defence*), and elsewherer. " Who, according to his (tho

" Father's) will, is both God, being his Son, and an angel also,

" as ministering to his wills." Upon which I observed that

Christ is not here said to be God by the will of the Father;

though if it were, it might bear a good sm&i. For supposing that

to be the case, Justin may mean no more than that the Son

m Vol. i. p. 366, &c.

n Totc ytvttriv avrov Ac'ywv yivfvBm

rots nvOpumois. t^orov 17 yvaxjit avrov

~fit\X( yltxaOm. Just. Marl. Dial.

p. 270.
TlfXjovra rjfti) irpb rwv atoavav cv rots

ovpavtns, f'^ovXrjdrjv Kai rta Koapio yev-

yrjout, o 6*^ fern npoaBev dyvoovptvov

yimpia-ax. Method, apud Phot. Cod.

237. p. 960.
0 *Ov \6yov i'jwi' tv iavra, uuparov

re ovra, rw Krifaptvta Koapto 6par6v

rtout, irporipav <ptavrj¥ <b6ryy6p(voi, xat

d>«c « <Parbc ytwi>v. Hippol. contr.

rfoi't. cap. 10.

P Cujus ex ore prodivit unigenitus

Filius, cordis ejus nobilis inquilinus ;

exinde visibilis effectus quia humanum

genus visitaturus erat. Zen. Veronens.

WATEHLASD, VOL. II.

Creata est ergo Sapientia, imo ye-

nita : non sibi qua? semper erat, sed

his qua* ab ea fieri oportebat. Pseud-

Ambros. de Fid. cap. 2. p. 349.

Deus Filium non doloribus parturii

sed virtutibu8 esse manifestat : nec

prater se facit quod ex se est; sed

generat, dum quod in se est apcrit, et

revelat. De Patre processit Filius, non

recessit : nec successurus Patri pro

divit ex Patre, sed prodivit mansurus

semper in Patre. Petr. Chrysol. Serin,

lvii. p. 51.

1 Vol. i. p. 350.

r Page 254 of this volume.

* T6d Kara ffovkrjv ri)V intivov koX

Qfbv ovra, viov avrov, xai uyyikov tx

rov vTnjpfTuv rfj yvuprj avrov. Dial.

P-37°-

Qq



594 Qu. vui.A SECOND DEFENCE

acted and appeared as God, with consent of the Father, who

appointed him so to appear and act, being every way qualified

for so doing, as being Son of God, and so really God. This sense

the words may reasonably bear, were it certain that Justin

applied the words Kara $ovkr\v to the first part of the sentence

Qebv ovra. Or if this be not admitted, Kara fiovkijv may mean

no more than that the Son is God, and in perfect harmony with

the Father; not an Anti-God, not set up in opposition to him :

according to what Justin says elsewhere ; api9fx(a—~h(pos, d\Aa

ov yvdnyt, adding, that he never did any thing but what was

perfectly agreeable to the will of the Father. Neither of these

senses is any thing so improbable as yours, that the Son " was

" God by voluntary appointment:" which none of the other

Fathers ever said or thought; nor has Justin any thing else

where to countenance such a notion. But besides what I have

here pleaded, I further urged that the words did not necessarily

require the application of Kara fiov\r)v to both the parts of the

sentence singly: but I understood them thus; that it was the

Father's good pleasure that he who before was God, as being his

Son, should now be God and Angel both, by the addition of the

office. That he was one, was necessary; but that he should be

both in one, this was a matter of voluntary appointment. In

like manner it may be said to be by the Father's good pleasure

that he is ©eos and avQpwnos together, or OfavQpwiros. I do not

yet see any thing, either in Justin's words or in your comments

upon them, that should move me to recede from this construction :

however, I leave it to the learned to judge whether there be any

thing harsh or unnatural in it.

You charge me, (p. 264,) with " self-contradiction," for saying

in a note", that though the Son was God as being a Son, and a

Son Kara ^ovkriv, yet he was not God Kara fiovkriv. You should

have let the reader see what I had offered in the same place u^

to clear up and take off the pretended contradiction. Let us

consider whether a few words may not set all right : he proceeded

from (was not created by) the Father; therefore he is God.

The procession makes him a Son, and is voluntary; but at the

same time shews him to have been always God. For since he

was not ef ovk ovraiv, was not created, but proceeded as a Son

from the Father ; therefore he is of the same nature with him,

and God from all eternity. Wherefore, though he is a Son koto.

(3ov\i]v, and God because a Son, he is not God Kara. ftovktjv, which

' Justin. Dial. p. 164. u Vol. i. p. 350. See also p. 255, 256 of this vol.



Qu. viii. 595OF SOME QUERIES.

I asserted. And now where is the contradiction? Your objecting

(p. 265,) that the supreme God could not minister as an angel,

has been often answered : so we may dismiss such quibbling for

the future. As to Christ being nvpios Swap-tow by the Father's

appointment, I have allowed it above, in Justin's sense; which

comes not up to the sense of the Hebrew. As to the Father's

being Lord of the Son, Justin explains it by his being Cause, or

Fountain of the Son : in which all Catholics are agreed". You

object that the generation (compared with one fire lighted from

another) was yet bwipei kch povKfj avrov. I do not well apprehend

what you have been doing for a page and a half. You seem to

think that I have somewhere denied the highest generation, spoken

of by Justin, to be temporal ; whereas I have constantly allowed

it : and so you do not dispute against me.

The Son proceeded </>o>s (k <f>a>Tos, in time, according to Justin,

and according to many more besides him ; particularly Hippo-

lytus, and perhaps even the Nicene Fathers. Well, but, then

you will say, what becomes of what I call eternal generation ? I

answer, that before the procession the Ao'yoy was iv yaarplv, as

Justin would have expressed it; in corde, pectore, utero. as

others2. And this is the same thing which Post-Nicene Fathers

called eternal generation ; viz. that eternal relation and reference

which he had to the Father ; in whom, and with whom, and of

whom, he always was. So that there is still no more than a dif

ference in words between Justin's doctrine of the generation and

Athanasius's ; for Athanasius owned the procession which Justin

speaks of, as much as he.

You had cited a second passage from Justin ; which, by your

leaving out a material part of the sentence, was made to run

thus : " He hath all these titles, viz. Son, Wisdom, Angel, God,

" Lord, and Word, from his being begotten of the Father by

" his will." The thing that offended me here was, to find angel

brought in among the other names, as given him on account of

his being begotten. For if this were the case, he would be an

angel by nature, and not by office only; which is directly making

a creature of him, suitably to your sense of begotten : and you will

remember that you had produced this citation among others, to

* Vid. Bull. D. F. sect. iv. cap. 2. 1 Cordis ejus nobilis inquilinus

p. 259. Zen. Veron.

y 'EKya<rrp6syfwr)Srivai. Just. Dial. Ex ore (juamlibet Patris sis ortus,

p. 85. et verbo editus, tarnen paterno in pec-

'Ev Kapbtq Btov. Theoph. Antioch. tore sophia callebas prius. Prudent.

p. 129. Hymn. xi. p. 47.

Qq3
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prove that the Son was "brought into existence;" it is your

very expression8. I had therefore just reason to complain of

your leaving out the words, from his ministering to his Fatfier's

will, which shewed the name angel to be a name of office, and

gave a new turn to the whole sentence. The censure I passed

upon your quoting so carelessly or partially was only this :

" The account you give is such as must make one think either

" that you never saw the book you mention, or else n with

a stroke: which you are pleased to call "wrathful" and "un-

" christian ;" as it is natural for a man, when he is detected, to

fly in the face of the calmest rebuke, and to give hard names.

You now tell me, you had no design in the citation more than

this ; to shew that the Son was " begotten by the will of the

" Father." Had that been all, you should have had no contra

diction from me: for I had again and again allowed it to be

Justin's doctrine. But if you did not design, you had really done

more, in that partial citation ; which I saw, at least, if you did

not : and could I imagine you so unthinking, as not to perceive

how the alteration was exactly fitted to your purpose? But as

you best know what you intended, let it pass : only the more I

allow to your good meaning, the less must be attributed to your

sagacity. You proceed, in a very abusive manner, to misre

present my words, and to throw dirt where you have very little

occasion. You charge mo with omitting a material word in a

" marginal translation," (which yet you know was no translation ;)

and you intimate I know not what artifice in leaving out Otkyafi,

though it appears in the Greek ; and I could not possibly have

any ill design in the case, because I frankly admitted that the

generation of the Son was 0e\?/o-«, by the will of the Father,

and had no dispute with you on that head. But your warmth

of temper hero carried you too far : and you were resolved, it

seems, not to be outdone in wrathful and unchristian expressions :

at the same time not considering the difference between a just

censure and an injurious calumny.

Tatian, who was Justin's scholar, may come next. I allow

him to speak only of a temporal generation, or procession ; in like

manner as Justin. If you can do any thing here, it must be to

prove that the Word was no more than an attribute, before the

procession. But Bishop Bull1' is beforehand with you; having

demonstrated the contrary. You have but little to say, and that

scarce worth notice. You observe that Tatian says of the Word,

» Collection of Queries, p. 51 . b Bull. D. F. N. sect. iii. cap. 6. p. 309.



Qu. vm. 597OF SOME QUERIES.

that he was iv avr<3, (not npbs airbv,) " which shews, (as St.

" Basil argues against the Sabellians,) that by the Word is

" meant an internal power or property," (p. 282.) But Basil

was never so weak as to argue that iv aurco must necessarily

denoto an attribute; but only that npbs airrbv is a stronger

expression to signify personality ; as I have also myself argued

in another place0: iv aircp may indifferently serve either for

person or attribute: -npbs airbv will not. When Christ says, " I

" am in the Father, and the Father in me," doth it follow that

neither of them is a Person ? There is therefore no force in

your remark about iv avnj>, more than this ; that the Aoyos in

Tatian might be an attribute agreeably enough to that expres

sion, were there not other very convincing reasons to the contrary.

The words of Tatian (deKrjuaTi rijs aTrAo'rrjros auroS irpomySa <5

A6yos) you have rendered two several ways, and both of them

wrong. The first you have, (p. 1 10.) " By the simple efficiency

" of his will, this Reason, or Word, proceeded forth :" where I

complain of your putting in " efficiency" to serve your hypothesis.

The second is, (p. 270.) " The Word proceeded from the

" simple will of the Father 1" where I complain of the words

" from the simple will," to intimate to the English reader, as

if nothing but a simple act of the will was concerned in that

matter. Let the words appear as they lie in the author, with

out the mean artifice of giving them a false turn. " By the will

" of his simplicity the Word proceeded forth.r'

I admit the same thing of Athenagoras as of Justin and Tatian,

that he speaks of no higher generation than the procession : yet

he believed the existence, the eternal and necessary existence of

the Aoyos, as before proved. Here you can have no pretence,

except it be to imagine that the Aoyos was an attribute only,

before the procession ; as to which, Bishop Bulld has effectually

prevented you : and as to what little observations you had to

make, I have replied to them above.

Theophilus comes under the same predicament with the three

writers before mentioned. You have something to except against

Bishop Bull's reasons6 for Theophilus's believing the Son to be a

real Person before the procession. His reasons were these :

1 . That very Logos which had been from all eternity ivbiaOtros

iv KapUq, becomes afterwards npocpopiKos*. If therefore he was

ever a Person, (as is not doubted,) he must have always been so.

c Page 34 of this vol. d Bull. D.F. sect, iii.cap.5. * Ibid. cap. 7. p. 2 1 5.

{ ToOtok t6v \6yov iyiwi)<it irptxfmpiKov. Theoph. p. 129.



598 Qc. viii.A SECOND DEFENCE

2 The Ao'yos who spake to the prophets, and was then un

doubtedly a Person, was the same individual Ao'yos which was

always with the Father 6 del ovinrapiov airing.

3. He was the Father's Counsellor, crvixfiovkos, before the

procession ; and therefore a Person.

4. He is said to have been with him, and to have conversed

with him, which are personal characters.

5. Even after the procession, he is still supposed to be per

petually (humavrbs) in the heart of the Father; not separate

from him, but exerting himself, ad extra, in the work of the

creation ; which is the meaning of procession, and becoming

UpO^OOUtis.

6. Theophilus goes upon the same principles with Athena-

goras, Tatian, and others ; whatever therefore could be pleaded

for those writers, in the case, would be at the same time pleading

for Theophilus.

You pass over all those reasons, except the third and fourth ;

though Bishop Bull h principally insists upon the first and second.

And what you have to say, (p. 116,) to the third and fourth,

reaches only the fourth. For Bishop Bull had allowed, that

sometimes, in common speech, (such as Tatian sometimes uses,) a

person may be said to be with himself. But he allowed not that

a person might be said to be counsellor to himself, in the manner

Theophilus speaks: besides that though sometimes, and im

properly, a person may be said to be with himself; yet more

generally, being with, denotes two persons, as in John i. 1. It

may therefore be used as an argument which in the main is right

and good, though admitting of some few particular exceptions.

I had almost slipped over your 284th page, where you say,

that " that generation, before which the person generated was

" every thing he could be after it, is no generation." But it is

undoubtedly what those writers, and many after them, call

generation : and therefore this is disputing not against me, but

tltem. However, though the Logos was the same essentially before

and after the generation, he was not the same in respect of

operation, or manifestation, and outward economy : which is what

these Fathers meant.

Tertullian goes upon the same hypothesis, in the main, with

those before mentioned ; and so need not have any distinct con

sideration : he has been before vindicated at large.

k Theoph. p. 81, 8a. h Bull.D.F. p.316, 317.
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Clemens of Alexandria, whom I should have mentioned before,

may be likewise allowed to speak of the procession. And when

he says the Word sprang, or arose, e;c rrjs TraTpiKtjs fiovKricrtm,

ifrom the will of the Father, it is plainly intended of his being

sent out to mankind, as observed above, (p. 453.) Though I am

of opinion that Clemens there means the same that other Fathers

have expressed by e« Kapoias, or yaaTpos, and might be rightly

rendered in St. John's phrase, from the bosom of the Father,

John i. 18.

Irenseus comes not under our inquiry, having said little either

of eternal or temporal generation. Only from what hints we can

gather, he seems to have asserted eternal generation k. And you

cannot shew that he has said any thing of its being by the will of

the Father.

Hippolytus was undoubtedly in the hypothesis of the temporal

generation, or procession. And if you can shew that the Ao'yos,

before that procession, was an attribute only, according to him,

you will then take that writer from us. You do endeavour it,

p. 119. Bishop Bull1 had observed, andm I after him, that

Hippolytus supposes God, before the procession, to have been

one ; and many, because he had the Son and Holy Spirit in him

and with him". You say, " that learned Prelate seems not to

" have sufficiently considered," that (by the same reasoning) the

power also, and the counsel mentioned in the same sentence must

have been persons. But that learned Prelate, having & judgment

equal to his learning, was used to consider things with great

exactness ; and was not so prone to mistake as those that too

hastily pass their censure upon him. You have not considered

(though I gave notice of it°) that the words clAoyos, a<ro<pos,

doiWros, afiovkevros. correspond to Aoyos, o-o<pLa, hvvapus, and

$ov\t), names of the Son and Spirit, and all so applied, except

/SoiAr/, (for which oVAn/xa is used, cap. 23,) in that very treatise.

And Hippolytus speaks there just in the same way as many

other both Post-Nicene and Ante-Nicene Fathers do upon the

same subject ; several testimonies whereof may be seen in a note

' Clemens Alex. p. 86.

k See my Defence, vol. i. p. 353.

1 Bull. D. F. sect. iii. cap. 8. p. 219.

m Defence, vol. i. p. 360, &c.

n \vris Si p6vos tn>, irokit fa ovrt

yap akoyos, ovrt natxpos, ovrt aSvva-

ros, ovrt d&oiktvTos fa Hipp, contr.

Noei. p. 13.

Compare this of Gregory Nazianz.

Oi yap qv art akoyos rjv, ovSi t)V ort

oi lrarrip, ov&i 5* ort owe akr)8r)S, n

ao~o<pos, fj ddvyaroe, tj (u<}S fVfiff)f, rj

kauirp6rt)TOs, 5 dyaBoTiyros. Oral.

xxxv. p. 574.

° Defence, vol. i. p. 360.
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elsewhere P; and their sense vindicated from such exceptions as

you have made to it. You add further, that the Bishop " did

" not observe that it is the one unbegotten God, even the Father,

" who is here said to be many.11 I know not why you pretend

the Bishop did not observo what nobody can doubt of : nor do I

see of what service the observation can be to you or your cause.

Allowing you that by novos is meant the Father, who was many,

and the to irav : still it was the Father considered in the compre

hensive way, as a head of a family containing all ; in such a sense

as I have explained above?. It was not Hippolytus's way to

exclude or separate from the alone God and Father, what was

essential to him, and contained in him ; his Logos, or his <ro^>Ca,

his own mind, (povs,) which is the name he gives to the Son,

thereby expressing his inseparable union and coexistence.

Origen, our next writer, I cited 'for eternal generation : to

which you have little to object, beyond what I have answered to

above. If that passage is to be depended on which you cite

(p. 272.) from Huetius's Origeniana; then Origen has asserted,

besides the eternal generation, the TipotKevcm also.

Novatian I also considered at large8, which you pass slightly

over. Dionysius of Alexandria, and the other Dionysius of

Rome, I also brought 'as evidences for eternal generation : whom

you let pass without ever a word, of any weight or moment.

Methodius" was another voucher for the same doctrine : which

you do not, cannot gainsay. Only you endeavour to confront

his known, certain, and genuine doctrine, with a spurious passage

out of his Symposion : a piece very much corrupted and adul

terated in the judgment of Photius, as Bishop Bull had ob

served*, and you take no notice.

Pamphilus I also cited for the samo doctrine ; and also

Alexander of Alexandria, to whom you have some little excep

tions, which I have answered above, and which are perfectly

foreign to the present question.

Eusebius I did not cite, because some just exceptions may bo

made to him; and there is no reconciling him perfectly with

himself, at different times. This you must know ; and yet, very

deceitfully, you " conclude," as you say, (p. 273,) " the Ante-

" Nicene writers on this head, with the judgment of tho learned

p Sermon VII. p. 149, &c. of this ' Ibid. p. 357.

volume.

I P. 430, &c. 451, &c.

r Defence, vol. i. p. 353.

II Ibid. vol. i. p. 354.

 

volume.

* Bull. Def. p. 166.
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" Eusebius, which may justly be esteemed to be the true sense of

" the ancients before him :" producing a passage from his Demon-

stratio Evangelica, wrote before the Council of Nice, and beforo

he had well considered the subject, and corrected in some material

points afterwards, as I have observed above, p. 500.

And now we are come down to the Arian times ; in which

Dr. Clarke and you think you have found something to your

purpose; artificially tacking together testimonies of several

kinds, some Catftolic, some Arian, and some doribtful: of which

in their order, that I may fully clear the point I am now upon.

But before I come to these testimonies, I must strike out a

little into history, to give the reader a clearer notion of what we

are about.

I have elsewhere y given a brief account of an argument which

the Arians made use of to prove tho Son of God a creature.

They argued that the Father must produce his Son either volens,

wittingly, (by which they understood free choice,) or nolens,

against his mil, which in Greek they expressed by $vo-ncr) avdyKrj,

meaning what we should now call extrinsic necessity. The argu

ment is much the same with what Dr. Clarke urges in theso

words : " Whatever proceeds from any being otherwise than by

" the will of that being, doth not in truth proceed from that

" being, but from some other cause or necessity, extrinsic to and

" independent of that being2." And in another place3, "What-

" ever is caused by an intelligent being, is caused by the will of

" that being ; otherwise it is not (in truth and reality) caused

" by that being at all, but by some superior cause, be it necessity,

" or fate, or whatever it be, &c."

This was the old Arian argument, and that was their sense of

necessity, or (pvamri avaynrj : which I shall prove by plain testi

monies beyond contradiction. Athanasius may bo first cited,

who writes thus0: "They have another way of saying tho Son

" is a creature, by pretending will, and arguing thus : if he did

" not exist by tall, then God had a Son by necessity, and unwil-

" Ungly. But who is it, you miscreants, that imposes necessity

" upon him?'"

1 Defence, vol. i. p. 347, &c. ovkovv avayieji, Kai fti) 6iX<ov Za-^fv 6

Clarke's Reply, p. 227. Ofis viov. Kai ris 6 tjjv draymp-

tt Ibid. p. 1 13. imfiaXav avrn, TtovrjpoTaTOi ; &c.

¥A\Xo>s irakiv Krivaa Xtyovcnv Athan. p. 610. dvriKfiTai 777 fSov-

alrov iivai, (iov\r)aiv irpojiaWoiMvot, Xiytm to itapa yvitprfv, p. 61 1. IhoTtav

Kai Xtyovres, a prj fiovXrjtrti ytyovtv, eari Xfyetv «V1 GeoC avayKrjv.
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Epiphanius represents it thus0: "They object that he begat

" the Son willingly or unwillingly: and if we say unwillingly,

" then the divine nature is forced by necessity, and not by free-

" dom of will." He concludes that the generation was neither

willingly nor unwillingly, but naturally.

St. Ambrose'1, St. Austine, and othersf, represent the same

cavil of the Arians much in the same way ; which being once

well understood, we may easily deal with your pretended au

thorities. The first is of the Council of Sirmium in the year 351,

which condemned Photinus. It is to be noted, in the first place,

that this Synod of Sirmium was made up mostly of men of sus

pected faith, Arians or Semi-Arians : and though they did well

in condemning Photinus, and though Hilary laboured much in

putting the best construction possible upon their confession and

anathemas; yet Athanasius and others rank them in the class

of Arians ; and it is certain they stand not perfectly clear in

their character against some very just and weighty objections.

M. Tillemont says of them, that " they were the declared ene-

" mies of the Church, the same Eusebians who had been con-

" demned in the Council of Sardicas and it seems that Hilary

himself, who had once judged very kindly and candidly of them,

saw reason afterwards to alter his sentiments'1. Having now

some notion of the men, let us next see what they say, in relation

to our present point :

" If any one say that the Son was begotten, and the Father

" not willing, let him be anathema. For the Father did not

" beget the Son, as being constrained, or impelled by a physical

" necessity, as not willing ; but he at once willed and produced

c OcXo>v ovv iylvvrfaev fj fir) 6c\o>v ;

€av (LTroyfixv fir) 6e\(ov dvdyKrj 7repi$a\-

\ofttv to dt'iov itai iav fmafuv on

ov 6t\<ov iyiymftrtv Spa dvdyKrj (fcvaeus

fjKTOl t6 BftOV, KOt OVK €\€V0fpi6Tr]Tl

dtXrjfiaros. Epiph. Ancor. cap. li.

P-55;
OvTf 6t\o)v roivvv cyewrj<r€, oCre fir)

OtXtw, aW vnep&okfi fpvtrttt? vrrtp-

fialvu yap r) Beta <pvaa $ov\r)v

ovt€ dvdyKrj ayerat. Epiph. ibid.

a Subtexunt aliam irapietatem,

proponentes utrura volens, an invitus

generaverit Pater Sed nihil in

sempiterna generatione prsecedit, nec

veUe nec nolle : ergo nec invitum dix-

erim nec volentem non gener.it ex

voluntate, aut necessitate Pater, sed

super utrumque, hoc est natura.

Ambros. de Fid. lib. iv. cap. 9. p.

540-

e Interrogant (Ariani) utrum Pater

Filium volens, an nolens genuerit.

August, contr. Serm. Arian. p. 626.

» Gregor. Nazianz. Orat. xxxv. p.

565» 566. Cyrill. Alex. Thesaur. p.

50, 52-

s Tillemont, History of Arians, p.

144. a book which I would particular

ly commend to the perusal of the

English readers, to give them a iust

notion both of ancient and modern

Arianism.

h See Tillemont, p. 145.
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" him from himself, begetting him without time, and without

" suffering any thing1."

The expressions here are cautious and guarded : and though

perhaps the men had something more in their hearts than they

were willing to utter ; yet as they have explained the Father's

willing the generation in opposition only to his being forced,

fiiaaOfU, and (dx6Vis) impelled; their doctrine may pass. And

so Hilary putting the mildest and most candid construction upon

it, explained it to mean only that the generation was not nolente

Patre, against the will of the Father. And his comment upon

vnb avayKtii </>uo-tiojy axOds, is nec coacta imperio naturalis legis

essentia est ; his essence was not compelled by the command of a

natural law.

You ask me, (p. 257,) "whether the persons censured by

" the Council of Sirmium, or any others, ever were so stupidly

" senseless, as to think any thing that is necessary, to be therefore

" against the will of God, as well as without it?" To which I

answer, that the Arians (whether stupidly or maliciously I know

not) so interpreted the Catholic sense of natural and eternal

generation ; allowing no medium between free choice and such

compulsive necessity k. And there is one Dr. Clarke, who at this

day (whether stupidly or otherwise I know not) charges the same

doctrine with the same consequence, (as I have shewn,) allowing

no medium in this case, between what he calls will, and extrinsic

necessity. You ask, " if God be omnipresent by outward coaction,

" or against his will, because not by it?" I like your argument

very well : please to apply it to what I have quoted above from

Dr. Clarke : it may serve as an answer to him, in respect of

necessary generation. You are here arguing for me, and happen

not to know it. You ask again, "Is not he omnipresent by

" (pvaiKTi av&ynri, necessity of nature ?" He is omnipresent by

necessity of nature, in the modern sense of the phrase : but <pt«xu7j

1 E" Tir ptj BtXr/aavros tov Karoos et impassibiliter ex se eum genitum

^fyfenjo-flax Xt'yoi tov vi6v, dvaOtpa demonstravit. Hilar, p. 1 184.

ea-ra' ov yap /Stao-Ofir 6 irarr)p xmo k To the testimonies before cited,

avayiajs (puo-ucrjr a^Bcit, if nvK rj6t\ev I shall add one more, a very full and

iyivvr)<jt tov vtov aXX' apa r i^ovKjjBrj plain one, from the eighth anathema

(cni axp6vwi Knl airaGHs t'£ {avrov avrov of an Arian council : in the year 344

ytwrjaas aiti&ei^t. Socrat. Hist. Eccl. or 345.

iib. ii. cap. 30. p. 126. Athan. de Toic ov rtnyXqo-M ov8i 6VXijo-« yt-

Synod. p. 744. yevvijaBai 1 » v\ov tly./uiras avtvKafii>s,

Si quis nolente Patre natum dicat dvayicqv Si 'NXovdVt afjoii\i)Tov koi

Filiuin, anathema sit : non enim no- dnpoaiptrov mprfOtiKaras rip Qta, tva

lente Patre coactns Pater, vel naturali wcav ytwi)o-ri tov 1 ' ' 1/, Svo-affSfo-rarovs

necessitate ductus, cum millet, genuit Ka\ rr)s e'(«Xi;o-i'ar £ev<. • emyivao-Koptv.

Filium ; sed mox voluitsine tempore, Apttd Alkanas. torn. i. p'. 740.
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avayiaj novor stood for what we call, in this case, necessity of

nature. I know not whether there be one instance of it in all

antiquity: I have not yet met with any, no, nor of the word

necessity so applied. Certain however it is, that in the places

which we are now concerned with, ^wikt) aviyiaj had no such

meaning, but that only which I have given. You go on arguing

and reasoning, what necessity of nature must signify : which is

only talking without book, and guessing what words anciently

meant, without consulting the ancients to know the fact. But

at length you como to argue somewhat more like a scholar : you

observe the opposition made by IftovKrjOr) on the one side, and

vtto avdynrjs (pvnKrjs &x6fh on the other. That is well urged : but

observe also, fiiaoOeis 6 Ylarf\p. Can any words be stronger?

This determines fao-mri avayKi] to the sense I am pleading for;

and therefore ipovKtfdr) is rather to be interpreted by its oppo

sition to this. So Hilary interprets it, and construes £>s ovk

")8e\tv, cum nollet. But I will frankly tell you what my opinion

is, which I ground chiefly upon the consideration of the men

concerned in that Council, that they really meant by ifiovkrfirf

what you say, and yet by <£wnn/ avdyxr} what I say ; admitting

no medium, any more than Dr. Clarke has done in this case,

between necessity in the hard compulsive sense, and free choice:

and perhaps they intended, obliquely, to charge the Athanasian

doctrine (as the Arians used to do) with that hard necessity, just

as Dr. Clarke has been pleased to charge it as a consequence upon

ours. Thus, I think, we may fairly compromise the dispute

about the Sirmian Synod.

You next mention tho Council of Sardica, meaning the false

Sardican Council, or Synod of Philippopolis, in the year 347 :

which condemned Athanasius, Hosius, Julius ; as they themselves

had been condemned by the true Sardican Council.

Hilary1 bestowed the same kind pains here that he used

afterwards with the decrees of the Sirmian Synod, to interpret

their confession to a Catholic sense. And coming to the words,

ex voluntate et consilio, he understands them, not in the sense of

free choice, but in opposition to corporalis passio, corporal passion,

that is, extrinsic necessity. However, I am persuaded (knowing

the men) that Hilary was too kind in his construction ; though

with a good design, ' oping by condescending towards the weak,

to reduce them, * j degrees, and to gain them over to the true

1 Hilarius de Synod, p. 117a.
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and sound faith. He was forced to apologize afterwards for his

good-natured and well-meant endeavours; which had rendered

him suspected with some that were zealous for the Catholic

faith.

But let us now come to some better instances than such as

you have brought me from suspected synods. Sure you do not

expect I should take notice of the Arian Council of Antioch.

What if they condemned some Arian tenets ? Has it not been

common for Arians, being ashamed of their leader, to condemn

some of his tenets in words, at the same time professing the

same things in other terms ? Give me authorities from men of

steady principles, known Catholics, and not from known Arians.

You do pretend to three such, Marius Victorinus, Basil, and

Gregory Nyssen. Let us examine them.

Marius Victorinus says, that the generation " was not by

" necessity of nature, but by the will of the Father's Majesty "O

Such are his words : but when you inquire what he meant by

will, and what by necessity, ho is directly against you. Will is

with that writer a name for any natural power, or for God him

self0; so that generation by will comes to the same with gene

ration by nature, which is what we now call necessary generation :

and it is plain, that he understood by necessity, extrinsic neces

sity, as opposed to intrinsic nature. What is this to your

purpose ? Whoever will be at the pains to search into the sen

timents of so obscure and perplexed a writer, (whom I am not

very fond of quoting,) will perceive thus much at least, all the

way through him, that he believed the substance of the Father

and Son to be equally necessarily existing. I shall content myself

with a few references0.

Basil is also quoted by Dr. Clarke, as saying that the Father

begat his Son, having his " power concurrent with his will ;"

™ Est autem lumini et spiritui ipsa, qua; sit generans, generatur in

imago, non a necessitate nalurtt, sed Deo. Et ideo Deus Pater, voluntas

voluntate magnitudinis Patris. Ipse Filius, unum utrumque, &c. Ibid.

enim seipsum circumterminavit, &c. p. 188.

Filius ergo in Patre imago, et forma, 0 Una eademque substantia, vi pari,

et Xoyot, et voluntas Patris Sic eademque potentia, majestate, virtute :

igitur voluntate Patris voluntas appa- nullum alteri prius, nisi quod

ruit ipse Xoyot, Filius. Mar. Victor, est alterum alterius, p. 224.

lib. i. adv. Arium, p. 188. Basil, ed. Una eademque substantia, et simul,

D A se movens Pater, a sese gene- et semper : hoc est enim ofioovatov

rans Filius, sed potentia patris sese opoovo-iav i\u>v, simul substantiam

generans Filius ; voluntas enim Filius, habens, paremque existendi vim at-

unde enim si ipsa voluntas non est a que virtutem, eandemque substantia;

sese generans, nec voluntas est: sed naturam, &c. p. 225. Vid. p. 227,

quoniam Dei est voluntas, equidem 234.
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and that the Son springs from the Father's goodness P. If the

design be to deceive the populace with the sound of words, there

may be some use in such quotations. But such things ought

not to be offered either to scholars or by scholars. Who knows

not that Basil is as express as possible for the necessary existence

of God the Son ; and directly denies and confutes the very thing

for which you are pleading ? " Will you not cease, you impious

" wretch,'1 (says he to Eunomius, who was pleading the same

cause that you now are,) " to speak of his not existing, who

" exists necessarily, who is the Fountain of Life ; who gave

" being to all things that areq?" I render tov ovto>s ovra, neces

sarily existing, because it always signifies the same with what we

express by that word. Again, speaking of the Eunomians, he

says, " They blasplieme in pretending to say, the Son of God ever

" was not ; as if he did not exist by his own nature, but was

" brought into being by the favour of God '." What is this, but

directly and flatly denying the very thing which you are con

tending for ? Against which you set an obscure passage or two,

which mean nothing of what you intend by them. As to Basil's

first expression, of the Father's having his power concurrent with

his idli, it signifies only, that his will and his nature are the

same, coeval with each other, and equally necessary in this case.

Cyril of Alexandria thus expresses the same thought, something

more distinctly than Basil.

" It were superfluous and silly to imagine the Father to be a

" Father either unwillingly or willingly; but rather naturally

" and essentially. For he is not unwillingly whatever he is natu-

" rally: having the will to be what he is, concurring with the

" nature'."

He means that the will and the nature are both together

coeval and coeternal: in like manner as God always was what lie

would be, and always would be what he was. The like thought

P fO 0fot avvhpopov t^tav Tjj j3ou-

Xrjati rrjv bvvapiv, iylwnatv a£iov iav-

tov' ryewyro us avros otdtv. Basil.

Horn. xxix. p. 624.

4*a>i' (tvai t6v vi6v ytvvnrov, ck tov

dyevvijTOv (paTos dnoXap^ravra, Kai ai-

to£q>tjv, Kai avrodyadov *k tt)s faoiroiov

7rrryr)s, tt)s jraTpiKtjs dyadorrjTos. Contr.

Eunom. lib. ii. p. 66.

1 Ou iravarj prj 5vra npoaayoptvcov,

a ad(f, tov ovras ovra, tt)v rrnyfiv tt)s

Cafjs, t6v rtaai roll oi<ri tov tlvai nap-

(ktikov. Basil, contr. Eun. ii. p. 56.

1 Ml) tlmi TtOTt TOV VWV TOV Stov

(3\aO<pT)pOVVT(S, CDS Trj ptV fOVTOV <f>Clf€l

pr) ovra, %dpiTi tot tit to tlvai vno tov

Qtov wapa)(8eiTa. Ibid. p. 57.

8 nipirrbv tiv tin xai dpaOes, to yoyv

dveOtXrjras, rj $f\nTo>s ytwr)ropa inrdp-

)(tiv oitaflai tov naripa, <pvo~ti bt p.a\-

\ov Kai ovaiiofi&s' tart yap ovk dvt6t-

Xtjtws & tart <pvauco>s, o~vvbjtopov t\u>v

•nj Kpvo-ti t)>v iStXnaiv tov ttvai & tort.

Cyriil. Dial. ii. de Trin. p. 456.



Qu. Tin. 607OF SOME QUERIES.

we have before seen in Lactantius*. Here ia nothing in this that

at all favours your principles.

As to the second citation from Basil, the passage itself leads

to the meaning. He there styles the Son avroAyaOov, essentially

good, as proceeding from the Fountain of essential Goodness,

that is, from the Father himself : which is no more than

saying, that he is Goodness of Goodness, in like manner as

God of God.

Come we now to Gregory Nyssen, where the reader will

admire at Dr. Clarke's pretences and yours upon this head ;

unless you take up passages at second-hand, without ever look

ing into the author themselves. The words you have first

pitched upon are these":

" For neither doth that immediate connection between the

" Father and the Son exclude the will of the Father, as if he had

" the Son by some necessity of nature, without his will : neither

" does the will divide the Son from the Father, so as to make

" any distance betwixt them."

Thus far Dr. Clarke quoted ; shaping his translation, with

little hints and parentheses, as near as he well could, to his own

sense ; however opposite to the author's. Let Gregory go on :

" Let us neither exclude from our notion the Father's will about

" the Son, as if it were straitened (or burdened) in the connection

" of the Son's unity with the Father; neither let us dissolve the

" immediate connection by considering the will in the genera-

" tion." Gregory proceeds to tell us, that to will what is good

is essential to, and inseparable from the nature ; as also to enjoy

the thing willed, and that it cannot possibly be conceived with

out it. He further illustrates his meaning by the instance of

1 Ex seipso est, et ideo talis est

(jualem se esse voluit. Lactant. Inst.

lib. ii. cap. 8. p. 161.

Plotinus, before any of them, speak

ing of God, says that his will was con

curring with his existence : and he and

his will are the same.

Svv&popos airrbs <avT<3 6i\a>v avrbs

dvai, Kal tovto £>v omtp Of'Xft, KOi })

fl«'Xi)<ris Kai airbs Sr. Plotin. Enn. vi.

lib. viii. cap. 13.

To (ivm dyaSus re Kai i\<rjpa>v, e^fi

pcv, ovk ck {iov\r)afa>s hi ovt( ucv

aftov^TjTtos Tavrd tun' &t\ti yap tivm

tovto btrtp eoTtv del, Kai ecrat ovrto.

Cyril. Thes. p. 56.

Oi piv o^ouXijtoj Kai d&Xqrar iorlv

dyados' o yap tori, tovto ko\ Biki]-

tov ioriv aira. Athan. Orat. iii.

p. 615.
u Ourf yap fj apto'os mm) ovvd<peia

«V/3dXX«t tt]v fiovXrjoiv Toil narpbs, as

Kara Tiva Avows dvdyKriv dirpoaiptTais

rbv vlbv ia^rjKOTOt' ovtc rj jSouXlJtrw

Siiorrj/xi toO irarpbi rbv vlbv, &s ti

bidarnpa ptra^v irapfpirtirrovo-a, £>s

p.TJT€ *Kf3d\\(lV TOV SdypaTOS T7]V C7TL

ra via /9ouXi)0-ti» tov ytvvr)o-avros, 01a

OT(vo^a>povpevrjv iv Ttj o~vva(peiq ttjs

tov vlov 7Tpbi tov irarepa ivbrnrot,

prjrf prjv rrjv dhidorarov StdXfVttv

o-wd<pttav, orav ivBtopTjrai rij ytv-

vr)an {Sov\r)o-is. Greg. Nyss. Orat. vii.

contr. Eunom. p. 206.
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fire, and light streaming from it ; that if the fire bo imagined to

have reason and will, it would choose or will to send forth its

streams of light, according to its nature, with more to that

purpose.

From hence it is manifest, that Gregory intended no more by

will than we mean when we say God trills his own existence, or

is what he would choose to be. Whether this be a proper sense

of will is not the question : but it was Gregory's sense. And it

is plain he does not mean by <\>v<tikt) avAyicq necessity of nature in

the modern sense, but such a necessity as lays a restraint or

burden upon the will *, would bo an imperfection, or a pain and

uneasiness to the person. I might shew this further by many

and express proofs of the necessary existence of God the Son, oc

curring in this very treatise, too tedious to recite at length : I

must refer to some in the margin 7.

Now for a word or two of St. Austin ; and then we may shut

up our inquiries into the sense of the ancients on this head.

You tell me of a childish quibble of St. Austin's, (p. 255.) I gave

the reader, in the Appendix to my Defence, an account of what

Dr. Clarke and you call a " childish quibble : " by which it may

sufficiently appear that the childishness is none of St. Austin's.

It is no commendation of your discretion to revive the memory

of a thing which can serve to no purpose, except it be to expose

your unacquaintedness with antiquity. You pretend to tell me,

that I " repeat the same quibble in my Appendix, without at-

" tempting to answer the Doctor's reasoning." But the design

of my Appendix was to shew that the Doctor had committed an

error, in supposing that St. Austin was making an answer to

such testimonies as the Doctor had produced ; when he was an

swering nothing but a mean quibble of the Arians about nolens

volens. As the Doctor had there made a slip, for want of know

ing or considering what St. Austin had been doing, and upon

what occasion he had said what he did ; for the Doctor's credit,

you should have let it drop, and have said no more of it. The

x In such a sense Gregory uses the ejection or servitude : for which reason

phrase elsewhere : it was not thought applicable to God.

'O Si avayKy (piatoic imt^ivfiiims Naturee necessitas used in that low

tvfpytl dia wavrui, fiaWov 5c naa\fi. sense by Hilary, p. 976, 986, 1 116,

■njv vmiKor)v' oioi tl pr) /SovXotro touto 1 1 17.

rrotctv <Tvy\<opoi<nis Tijf (pvatas. Greg. V Otic Kara (pvcriv, p. I . toC op-

Nyss. contr. Eun. lib. i. p. 44. Paris, rmt Srrot, understood of all the three

Vid. p. 49, 292. Persons, p. 3. at\ ovrot orttp cWU>, of

'AvdyKtj (pvtrtKi) is constantly spoken the Son, p. 4. (pvcrti i>v Beds' 6 ttv,

of as an imperfection, or mark of sub- p. 9. ovrat Svra, p. 205, 272.
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colour you would now give to it is, that my answer to what was

objected of the Son's being generated by will was out of St.

Austin : which is only heaping mistake upon mistake, and

defending one error by another. Look again into my Defence,

(vol. i. p. 347, &c.) and you will find I was shewing how necessary

emanation might be and had been understood, consistent with

will. St. Austin came in by the bye indeed, but he was not

cited as admitting either nolens or volens in the case ; but as one

who had contented himself with retorting the objection of the

Arians upon themselves. I therefore passed on (p. 348.) to others,

who had allowed the generation to be by will, and I intimated in

what sense they allowed it : not in any such sense as Dr. Clarke

intended, though he cited those very men (Marius Victorinus,

Basil, and Gregory Nyssen) as favouring his doctrine. He

should not have opposed will to necessary generation, when citing

men that asserted both ; and who understood by will a quite

different thing from what he did. This was my answer with

respect to citations of that kind. But as to other authorities

from Justin Martyr, &c. I allowed will to be taken in the

Doctor's sense : and my answer there was, that they intended it

only of the vpoiKevais, not of the eternal generation.

Upon my saying in my Defence, (vol. i. p. 347,) that you could

not but have apprehended my meaning, about the difference

between will and arbitrary will, had you retained in mind what

you must have observed in the reading of the ancients ; I say,

upon this you remark, that those ancients were really " moderns,"

(p. 259,) and that I often " express myself in this ambiguous

" and unfair manner." Yet you yourself take the liberty of

calling the very same writers, and those of the same age,

" ancient writers :" such as the Sirmian Council, Hilary, Basil,

Marius Victorinus, and Gregory Nyssen ; to whom Dr. Clarke

had appealed in his Scripture Doctrine2. It was to obviate

those testimonies that I referred you to the writers of that time,

calling them ancients ; as you yourself have since done twice to

gether, (p. 256, 257,) So easy is it to condemn another, and to

do the same thing yourself. It seems they are ancients with you,

while they furnish you with objections: but when the same

writers, or their contemporaries, afford solutions also, then they

become moderns. But to return.

The sum then of what hath been said is this : all the Fathers

1 Part ii. sect. 17.

WATERLAXD, VOL. II. R r
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believed the necessary existence of God the Son : I have proved

it of several, and might have done it of more, were it necessary.

But the material thing was to take off the objection of the

voluntary generation. I have done it, by distinguishing between

those that asserted only a temporal generation, (where I allow

will to be understood in the strict sense,) and those that asserted

eternal. As to the latter, none of them ever allowed generation

to be by will, in your sense of the word. They sometimes admit

it in the sense of approbation, and they always reject necessity of

nature; meaning by it extrinsic force, fate, or coaction, never

what we now understand by it when applied to God.

Having thus cleared the main point, it remains only to take

some notice of a few incidental objections you have made ; which

could not before be brought in, without breaking my method

and disturbing the connection.

You object, (p. 253,) that if this be the case, that the Son

necessarily exists ; then he is self-existent : that " if the sun were

" self-existent, so also would be its rays ; if a tree, so also its

" branches : the same thing partially considered : de-

'* rivation, origination, causality, generation, in such a case are

" figurative, improper expressions."

By this then I perceive I have been doing nothing in searching

antiquity : you have some maxims to yourself that must overrule

all authorities. I shall answer you what I think sufficient.

1 . Allowing your plea, the consequence then is, that the Son is

self-existent as well as the Father: we change the name, but

retain the thing. And now we shall challenge you to prove

either from Scripture or antiquity, that the Son is not self-

existent ; provided you keep steadily to what you have said, that

whatever is necessary is also self-existent. If this maxim be

certain, then the Son is self-existent, though referred up to an

other, and I have proved it in proving his necessary existence.

But, 2, I answer, you appear a little too late to be a corrector

of the language of all the ancients, philosophers and divines.

They have constantly distinguished the ideas; and wherever

there is a difference of ideas, there is a reason for assigning;

different names. Who does not see that the question whence a

thing is, and the question what it is, are very different questions i

Or that immutably existing, and existing under this or that

relation, as a father, or as a son, are quite different things ? And

though we do not say that Father and Son are the same
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thing partially considered, where there are no parts: yet we admit

them to bo the same substance diversely considered, under distinct

relations and personalities.

You refer me (p. 251.) to Modest Plea, p. 173. where I find

it objected, that " if generation were necessary, there would be

" no limitation to the number of Persons." Yes, the number

will be limited to so many as are necessary : and no more can be

necessary than there are found, in fact, to exist.

It is further objected, that " in Scripture, the begetting of

" the Son is always mentioned as an act of the Father; and an

" act cannot be necessary." But shew me that Scripture ever

makes it an act, in your sense. I have heard of begotten, I never

read that it was a voluntary act, a matter of choice ; which is

your sense of act. Scripture represents it by the relation of

thought to mind3, or by the airavyacrfia, the shining forth of

lightb from the luminous fountain : and so does all antiquity.

This answers to the old sense of begetting c and acting : but do

not invent novel senses of them, and still pretend Scripture and

antiquity. In your new sense of begetting and acting, there is no

proof either in Scripture or antiquity, that the Father begat or

acted : and now what have you done but altered names, and left

things as before ? Was there ever truer pedantry about words ?

You may call generation, in our sense, metaphorical, if you

please ; though you have no reason to give, why it is not proper;

but when you have done, shew, if you can, that this metaphorical

sense was not the true and only sense wherein it was understood

both by Scripture and antiquity.

You object, that my " distinction between will and arbitrary

" will is elusive and equivocating." But I pray excuse it for

the Doctor's sake ; who makes the same distinction*1, in other

words, between will of approbation and will of choice ; which is all

that I mean.

You object, that the doctrine of " necessary emanations was

" Gnostic and Valentinian :" which you can never prove. But I

must remind you that Athanasius charged upon the Arians two

things as Gnostic and Valentinian, which undoubtedly are so :

» See my Sermons, p. 31 . of this vol. progenies est.

b Ibid. p. 104. Fcwif fuv olv Kai 6 ij\tos rfjv avyl)V.

c \oyov ytwufiev. Just. M. Dial. Euseb. Eccl. Theol. lib- i. cap. 12.

183. Lux splendorem generat. Ambros.

Nec dubitaverim Filium dicere et de Fid. p. 540.

radicis fniticem, et fontis fluvium, et ' A.navyacrna yevvarat. Basil, contr.

solis radium ; quia nmnis origo parens Eun. p. 89.

est.et orane quod ex origine profertur 11 Scripture Doctrine, p. 348. ed. 3.

R r 2
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one was their bringing in 6iKnfuie, will, between the Father and his

Word: another was their making a creature Creator (. PhilastriusB

further charges them with borrowing another principle from the

infamous Apelles, (of the Marcionite tribe,) which was the

making a second God, a creature and a subject of the first. Not

to mention that Bishop Bull had run up your doctrines to the

old Gnostics'1 long ago ; and was never yet confuted, nor ever

will be. It might therefore have been more prudent in you, to

have been silent on this head.

Now we have mentioned the matter of necessary emanations,

it may be proper to hint briefly what has been the Church's

constant doctrine in that article. It occurs not indeed any

where under those terms : neither does the necessary existence of

God the Father. The ancients expressed not either of the

doctrines in those terms : so the question must be, not about

the name, but the thing : and emanation must be distinguished

according to its two senses : as either signifying the Person

emaning, or the emaning itself. They that spake only of a

temporal procession, or emanation, could not mean that such pro

cession was necessary. Only, as they held the necessary existence

of the Person, proceeding in time, but always existing in the

Father to whom he belonged, and to whom he is referred ; their

doctrine, however expressed, comes to the very same that has

been since called eternal generation, or emanation. They that

held eternal generation were all in the principle of necessary emana

tion, directly and plainly. Only the word emanation (if it stands

for airoppoia) was either approved, or otherwise, according as

understood : and generation was the more common name for it.

All is summed up in this, that the Son is necessarily existing, but

still of the Father, and referred to him as his head.

You pretend, that the distinction of a three/old generation is

groundless. If you mean that single writers do not speak of

three generations, it may be true of most of them, not all : for

an exception must be made for some who plainly acknowledged

e IlroXffuuof yap 6 Olakevrivov itprj Svvrjo-ovrat, Krla-para ovrts Kai avrot,

8uo (vyovc €\(iv t6v dytwirrov, tvvoiav k&v Ovakanivos, Kai ttapicnor, Kai

Ka\ 6f\rj<rlV Kai irpairov tvtv&natv, lira Bn<r«X«(8i;t toioOtci (ppovaut, Kai iptis

rfii\i)trf Kai antp iv(v6tt, ovk ijbvvaTo rninw fyXunai rvyxainjTt. Athan.

■npafidXktiv (2 jit] ore rai tj rov &Xq- Orat. ii. p. 489.

fiarot Svvaftie iirtyiveTo' iv6tv'Aptiavoi tf Philastrius Hseres. cap. 47.

paB&vrts, 6e\T)pn Ka\ fiovKrja-iv npor)- h Bull. D. F. sect. iii. cap. I.

yuo-Bat Bikowri rov \6yov. Athan. 1 See Bull. D. F. p. 232. Aniraadv.

p. 608. in Gilb. Clerke, p. 1054. Fabricius

f OiS< yap oMi uyytXoi br^uavpytiv Not. in Hippolyt. vol. i. p. 242.
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eternal generation, temporal procession, and Christ's incarnation.

But taking the Fathers collectively, there is demonstration for

that threefold distinction I have mentioned. And even as to

single Fathers, though they did not give the name to all the

three, they acknowledged the things meant by that name ; as 1

have fully shewn. Which of the three is most properly called

by the name of generation, is a very fruitless question : it is

manifest that that name was given by some or other of the ancients

to all the three.

You object, (p. 283,) that Irenaeus argues against all internal

generations. The reader may see that matter handsomely cleared

up in Massuet's Previous Dissertations upon Irenaeus k.

You object, (p. 285,) that the notion of consubstantiality (1

suppose you will say the same now of necessary existence) is far

from inferring equal supremacy. But, having once sufficiently

proved his necessary existence, and took off your pretences about

will (which you chiefly trusted to,) the rest will create no

difficulty with considering men. As to your weak charge upon

Tertullian, &c. about angels and souls being consubstantial with

God, it has been answered. You have a pleasant argument,

(p. 271,) that " if the Son was generated, by the will and power

" of the Father, into a state of Sonship, either in time or from

" eternity, it is sufficient to distinguish him from the one supreme,

" self-existent, immutable God ; who is incapable of any change,

" even so much as in any mode of existence." Your argument

here turns upon a fanciful supposition, that all generation,

whether temporal or eternal, implies mutability, or change. But

be pleased to make sense of what you have here said, on either

supposition. Suppose the generation eternal, what sense is there

in conceiving a change where there is nothing new, no state ante

cedent, no prius or posterius, which every change implies ? Suppose

it temporal; then as it means no more than a manifestation,

exertion, or taking a new office, relation, &c. what change is there,

in all this, more than there is in God the Father, upon any new

act, manifestation, exertion of power, &c. ? There is no change at

all in it, no, not so much as in any mode of existence.

I have now run through all that I find material under this

Query. Upon the whole it appears, that the ancients firmly

believed and professed the necessary existence of God the Son :

as well those who maintained the generation to be temporal, as

those that professed it eternal. And you have not been able to

k Massuet. Praev. Dissert, p. 36, 138.
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prove, either that the former thought the Son an attribute only

before his generation, or that the latter ever made generation to

be by will, in any sense but what is consistent with what we now

call necessary existence and necessary emanation.

It may not be here improper to throw in a few words about

the several similitudes and illustrations made use of by the

ancients to help imagination, and to give men a more lively sense

of divine truths. They are all of them low, and infinitely short

of what they were intended to represent ; some of them perhaps

too coarse, and such as might better have been spared : but

writers are not always upon their guard. They had a pious

design in adapting their comparisons to the very meanest capa

cities. The resemblances were these ; mind and thought, light

and its shining, sun and its rays, fountain and stream*, root and

branches, seed and plants , body and its effluvia, fire and fire, light

and light, tcater and streams.

These similitudes were intended to represent the consubstan

tiality or coeternity, or both, according as they were m"ost fitly

adapted, respectively, or most proper to represent either or both.

The comparisons offountain and stream, root and branch, body

and effluvia, light and light, fire and fire, and such like, served

more peculiarly to signify the consubstantiality: but those of

mind and thought, light and splendor, (<p<3s ko.1 airavyacrixa,) were

more peculiarly calculated to denote coeternity ; abstracting from

the consideration of consubstantiality. For thought is not any

thing substantial : and I know not whether light, a-navyarrfxa, was

ever taken to be so by the ancient Fathers. It is certain that

sometimes it was looked upon as a mere energy or quality1. I

say then, that coeternity was more fitly represented by those two

similitudes than consubstantiality.

Indeed Eusebius would not allow that"1 coeternity was signified

in the similitude of light and splendor ; or, I may more properly

say, luminous body and light, for that is the meaning. But in

this that great man was very singular. And though Mont-

faucon's censure of him, as commonly wresting Scripture, and the

Church's doctrine, to his own private fancies", may seem rather

1 Justin. Martyr. Dial. p. 372. n Nihil itaque insolens si Eusebius,

Euseb. Dem. Evang. lib. iv. c. 3. qui plerumque Scripturarum et Ec-

Damascen. vol. i. p. 135, 137. Theo- clesiae dogmata ex sensu et opinione

dorit. in Epist. ad Hebr. c. i. ver. 3. sua sestimare ausus est, in multis lap-

Haer. Fab. lib. v. c. 7. p. 256. sue sit. Montf. Pralim. in Euseb.

m Euseb. Demonstr. Evang. lib. iv. &c. p. 29.

c.3. p. 147.
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too severe ; yet it is certainly true of him in this instance :

unless we could suppose that parenthesis, or digression, (for such

it seems to be,) foisted into his work by some other hand. No

Catholic, before or after him, ever talked in that way, but quite

the contrary. Origen0, Theognostusp, Dionysius of Alexandria,

and Alexander, (to say nothing of later writers q,) give a very

different account of that similitude: and they are more to be

regarded than Eusebius, who stands alone in his account of it,

directly thwarting the sense of all the Catholics his contempo

raries, as well as of his predecessors that have used it. But to

proceed.

It is observable that those who expressly maintained the

temporal generation only, as Justin Martyr, Hippolytus, and

several others, they also illustrate it by similitudes ; not by

d>w and aitavyaa-ixa, so far as I have observed, but by light of

light, one fire from another, fountain and streams. They have

sometimes also the sun and its rays, which seems to me to

amount nearly to the same with <pG>s and hsavyao-\m. Those

writers considered the light, not only as breaking forth, or

streaming out from the Father absolutely, (as they considered it,

who illustrated eternal generation thereby,) but also relatively,

in respect of the creatures ; upon whom it began to break forth

and shine, when the Son exerted his power in the creation.

Then was light sprung up to them from the Father, which light

had been before eternally in and of the Father, not manifested

ad extra, not sent abroad, as they would express it.

You give hints in your preface, (p. vii.) and book, p. 285,

and elsewhere, that the notion of the ancients was no more than

that the Son was from " an internal substantial power of the

" Father, by his will, without any division, abscission, dimi-

" nution, &c. as one fire is lighted from another:" but you

represent their sense very partially, or at least very obscurely-

Their plain meaning was, that the Son was really, and not

nominally distinct from the Father ; which they signified by one

° 0€Off yap (puts itrriv' airavytur/M 'Kiravyaauxi 8e £>i/ Aa/ros tudtov',

ovk f i^ff Tijff IBtas o6£tjs, Iva roXurjaas iravras koX avrbs dtdids fart. Dionys.

rit ap)(T)v flm tlvai viov npoTfpov ovk Alex, apud Athan. p. 253.

o»Tor. Orig. ap. Athanas. p. 233. To yap airavyao-pa tt/s 5ofijs p.f) (tvai

P Ovk f^codev ris fOTtv i<ptvp*6(io~a \tyav, crvvaipel «ii to nparrorvnov oSur.

t) tov viov ovata, ovSe « v.f) ovtw Alexandr. Alex, apud Theod. lib. i.

iirtio-7]\6ij' dXXa tie tt/s tov narpbs C. 4.

owrlas %<pv, air tov dxttrbs to mrav- ? See some testimonies in my Ser-

yao-fia, i>s vSaros dr/i/s. Theogn. ap. raons, p. 151 of this volume.

Athanas. p. 230.
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fire and another: and they meant further to signify, that though

the Son did in a certain sense come out from the Father, yet he

was not divided from him, but remained still really in him and

with him. I have set the principal passages in the r margin;

which may serve to explain each other, and fully to ascertain

the meaning. It would be tedious here to enter into the par

ticulars. Upon the whole, their meaning was, that the Son so

came out from the Father, as still to remain in him : it was an

economical, not a real separation. And so the Father did not

leave himself emptied, as it were, of his Son, by his sending him

out to create and to transact all matters between him and the

creature.

This, I doubt not to say, is the certain and the full meaning of

those Fathers : and had it not been for some persons coming to

read them with the notion of eternal generation in their heads,

they could never have mistaken so plain a matter as this is, of

the Son's being sent out economically from the Father, first to

make, and next to govern the creatures : which mission, manifes

tation, or exertion, is, with those writers, his generation : as it

was also so reckoned even by many of the Post-Nicenes, who

may be seen in the margin8. It must be owned, that Hilary

1 Aoyov ycvviopev, ov Kara dnoTopfjv,

i>s (XarriaOrjvai tov iv i)uiv \6yov trpo-

fiaWdpcvot' (leg. i:po$a\\6u.tvov) Kai

onoiov «VI TTvpbi, oputptv uXXo yivo-

ptVOV, OVK tkaTTOvptVOV (Kf'lVOV ff£ OV Tj

avatyis yeyovcv, aXXa tov uvrov pfvov-

tos Kai to c£ ai/TOv dva<p6tv Kai to ov

fpatvtTtti ovk t\aTTu>o-av tKcivo t£ ov

avr)<pdr). Just. Dial. p. 183.

Ov raT aTTorouTjv a>s diropepi£op(vns

Trjs tov narpos ovaias, oiroia to. nXXa

ndvra pept£6pcva Kai Tfpvdpfva, ov ra

avrd ioTiv a Kai irpiv Tpn&i)vat. Justin.

P-373- , ,
Teynve 8t Kara ptptapov, ov kqt

dnoropyV to yap dirorpnBfV tov npdrov

Kf\d>pioraf to Sf ptpiadiv oiKovopias

TTjv atpcaiv irpo&Ka^tjav, ovk tvhtd tov

odfv fiXrjTrraL TTcnouiKtv, (tioirep yap

a7ro puis dados did tj)V (^ayjnv tuiv

jroXXwi' daduiv ovk (XaTTavTai to (peas'

ovra> Kai 6 Xoyof -npofK6iav (K tt/s tov

•narpds hvvdpfots ovk akoyov TrenotrjKe

tov ycyewrjKiWa. Talian. p. 22.

Ilpo yap ti yivtaOai tovtov ti^e o~vp-

&ov\ov, tavTOv vovv Kai (ppdvnaiv ovra'

onoTf fit r)6(kno~tv 6 0ffOff voir^aat do~a

</3ouXf i'o-.ito, toltov tov \dyov €ytvvrjo~f

irpo<popiKov, TrpttiTOTOKov ndans KTia-eas,

ov Ktvw&ds aiVor tov Xdyou, aXXa Xd-

yov, ytwoaas Kai to) XdyoiauroC dtairav-

tos 6pt\S>v. Theoph. Antioch. p. 129.

Nec separatur substantia, sed exten-

ditur a matrice non recessit, sed

excessit. Tert. Apol. c. 21.

Haec erit probola veritatis, custos

unitatis, qua prolatum dicimus Filiutn,

et non separatum. Tertull. contr.

Prax. c. 8.

Trinitas per consertos et connexos

gradus a Patre decurrens, et mon-

archiee nihil obstrepit, et ozconomia

statum protegit. Tert. ibid.

Habes Filium in terris; habes Pa-

trem in ccelis. Non est separatio ista,

sed dispositio divina. Tert. contr.

Prax. c. 23.

8 Scirent Verbum in principio De-

um, et hoc a principio apud Deum, et

natum esse ex eo qui erat, et hoc in eo

esse qui natus est, quod is ipse est

penes quern erat antequam nasceretur ;

eandem scilicet aeternitatem esse gig-

nentis et geniti. Hilar, in Mat. p.

742.

Procedit in nativitatem, qui erat,

ante quam nasceretur, in Patre,

cujus cx ore prodivit unigenitus Fdius,

cordis ejus nobihs inquilinus : exinde

visibilis effectus, quia humanum genus
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seems to have changed his language and sentiments too after

wards : or else he held a generation prior to this, along with the

■npo(K(v(Tis. It must also be confessed, that the Catholics them

selves were for some time pretty much divided about the ques

tion of eternal generation ; though there was no question about

the eternal existence. Whether the Adyoy might be rightly said

to be begotten in respect of the state which was antecedent to

the vpo(\(vais, was the point in question. Athanasius argued

strenuously for it1, upon this principle, that whatever is of

another, and referred to that other as his head, (as the Ao'yos, con

sidered as such, plainly was,) may and ought to be styled Son,

and begotten: besides, the Arians had objected, that there

would be two unbegoiten Persons, if the Aoyos ever existed, and

was not in the capacity of Son ; and the Church had never been

used to the language of two unbegottens. These considerations,

besides the testimonies of elder Fathers who had admitted

eternal generation, weighed with the generality of the Catholics ;

and so eternal generation came to be the more prevailing lan

guage, and has prevailed ever since. There is nothing new

in the doctrine more than this, the calling that eternal generation

which others would have styled the eternal existence and relation

of the Ao'yoy to the Father ; which at length amounts only to a

difference in words and names. This appears to me a fair and

full account of that matter, after the most careful and impartial

search I have been able to make into the ancients upon it ; that

I might not deceive either myself or my readers.

In conclusion, since you have been pleased to call upon me for

satisfaction, (p. 297,) which I shall be always ready to pay for

any injury I have really done to my readers; I now leave it

to your " ingenuity to consider, what satisfaction you ought to

" make your readers," for the following particulars :

visitaturus erat. Zen. Veron. apud

Bull. p. 200.

Onus habeas initium in navitate,

in statu mm habens. Phttbad.

Hoc initium habeat Sapientia Dei

quod de Deo processit ad creanda

omnia tarn caelestia quam terrena ;

non quo cocperit esse in Deo. Creata

est er^o sapientia, imo yenita, non

sibi qua? semper erat, sed his quap ab

ea fieri oportebat. Pseud. Ambrns. de

Fid. c. ii. p. 340.

Kilt 7TUI/TOTC tV TU jrOTpi ttlV, f Tt\ TTfV TWV

inr avrov ytytvrj^tvtav hiaKO<riir)tjiv.

Constant™, apud Gelas. p. 58.

Ex ore quamlibet Patris sis ortus,

et verbo editus ;

Tamen paterno in pectore Sophia

callebas prius. Prudent. Hymn. xi.

P-44-
Vere enim et sine voce natum, et

omnia potentialiter continens Verbum,

turn I'ater actualiter^reneraciV, quando

Cerium ct terram, quando lucem et

caHera fecit. Rupert. Tuitiens.

* Athanasius contr. Arianos, Orat.

4-
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1. For carelessly passing over the many and plain testimonies

I produced for eternal generation ; from Irenaeus, Origen, No-

vatian, Dionysius of Rome, Dionysius of Alexandria, Metho

dius, Pamphilus, and Alexander of Alexandria: as to which,

you have not attempted to shew that I have misconstrued the

passages, nor have you endeavoured to reconcile them to your

principles ; contenting yourself with objecting only, instead of

answering, as usual with you.

2. For imposing upon us the spurious or interpolated Consti

tutions : which, you know, are of no value in this controversy,

with men of letters.

3. For representing the Councils of Sirmium, Sardica, Antioch,

as undoubtedly orthodox ; though never so accounted, or received

as such, by the Catholics in general, but suspected as Arian by

many, and that very justly.

4. For your several unfair, not to say manifestly false trans

lations : of the words of the Sirmian Council, p. 258, 274. of

Hilary, p. 259, 275. of Tatian, p. 270, 1 io. of Basil, p. 291.

5. For representing (p. 273, 287.) Eusebius as giving the

sense of the ancients upon a point wherein all the Catholics

before, and in, and after his times, are flatly against him, (as

many as speak of it,) and not a man concurring with him.

6. For your very slight, superficial, and elusive answers to the

many weighty reasons I before gave in my Defence, (vol. i. p. 360.

to 365,) to prove that the Logos was a real and an eternal Per

son (according to the ancients) antecedently to his procession,

otherwise called generation.

QUERY IX.

Whether the divine attributes, Omniscience, Ubiquity, &c. those

individual attributes, can be communicated tcithout the divine

essence, from which they are inseparable ?

TO this you say, " it is sufficient to answer, that individual

" attributes can neither be communicated with nor without the

" essence." Your reason : " because communication of an in-

" dividual, without the communicators parting with it, is

" supposing it to be not an individual, and is consequently a

"contradiction in terms," p. 301. Thus far you: and you go

on after this with so peculiar an air of self-complacency and

satisfaction, that one would almost think you weak enough to

imagine you had said something considerable. The great diffi

culty is still behind, to determine what makes an individual, or
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to fix a certain principle of individuation. I called upon you

for it before ; knowing that very wise men thought it as

difficult a problem as to square the circle. But to a man of

your abilities nothing is difficult ; you can solve the doubt in

three words.

You undertake it, (p. 307,) telling mo, that the " principle of

" individuation is a self-evident thing." To those only, 1 presume,

who have not sagacity enough to see where the difficulty lies :

to such all things are easy, as all colours are alike to men in the

dark. Let us have this solution. " It is that by which any one

" thing, be it simple or complex, is that one thing which it is,

" and not another.11 That is to say, it is that by which any

thing is an individual. And pray what is that? Are we not

just where we were ? If any should ask you what is the cause of

the motion of the heart, you would tell them, I suppose, it is that

by which the Iieart is made to beat ; or if you are asked the cause

of the tide, it is that by which the waters are made to ebb andflow.

Who would be the wiser for such discoveries? You have not

told me what makes an individual ; but you have signified, in

other words, what is meant by the phrase, principle of indivi

duation, which I knew very well before.

Having laid your foundation, such as it is, you proceed to

build upon it. " Two beings," you say, " may be one complex

" being, but they cannot either of them be that one being which

" this is. Two substances may be one complex substance, but

" they cannot either of them be that one substance which this

" is.11 Wonderful edifying ! But the great defect is, (and it is

strange you should not perceive it,) that we do not yet know

what we are to call one being or two beings ; one substance or two

substances: if that were settled, any child could go on. We

must therefore stop your course a little, and bring you back

again to the place where you set out. To convince you of your

being mightily out of the way, let me put a case to you. Upon

Dr. Clarke's principles, of the divine substance being extended, I

desire to know whether this substance which fills the earth, be

one with that substance which fills heaven : this is bringing your

doctrine of individuals to the test, in order to see of what service

it may be to us. By your principles, so far as I yet perceive,

this substance and t/iat substance must be two simple substances,

and one complex substance. I wondered indeed why you chose

the word complex rather than compound, which signifies the



620 Qu. ix.A SECOND DEFENCE

same. But now I recollect that Dr. Clarke had declared" against

God being a compound substance. He may be complex, however

upon your hypothesis : and so if we must have a complex Deity, it

may as well be with a Trinity of divine Persons, as without. Clear

your own schemes, and you clear ours at the same time.

Dr. Clarke's notion of individual substance appears plainly to

be this ; that if the substance be but spiritual, and there be no

disunion, then the substance is one, one simple substance. I

approve of his notion as very just : and since the three divine

Persons are supposed by us to be all spiritual, and united as

much as possible, more closely indeed (being equally omnipresent)

than you suppose the parts of the divine substance to be ; I say,

since these things are so, the three Persons may be one indi

vidual substance, upon the Doctor's principles, one simple and

uncompounded substance ; which is what we assert : and if the

substance be individual, the attributes, we hope, may be so too :

and then all is right. You are used to pay a deference to the

learned Doctor's judgment in other matters ; do so in this : or

if you are resolved to debate the point, dispute it first with him :

he may probably give you good satisfaction, and save me any

further trouble.

You are displeased with me (p. 309.) for mentioning parts of

the divine substance. But let your displeasure fall where it ought,

upon the learned Doctor ; who having subjected the divine

substance to extension, has necessarily introduced parts ; there

being no extension where there are not parts. Besides that the

Doctor has expressly admitted parts, provided only they be not

separable, compounded parts, which I charge you not with. You

say, indeed, that instead of parts, I should have said " partial

" apprehensions of its omnipresence." But, I beseech you, put

me not off with words, nor with such answers as you would not

yourself admit in another case. I am talking of the divine

substance, which is not made up of apprehensions, but of some

what real ; which (upon your and the Doctor's hypothesis) must

be called extended parts. You would laugh at us, if we should

u Dr. Clarke's Answer to the sixth " And that I take to be the reason

Letter, p. 4. His words are ; " The " why it is a subject incapable of

" meaning of parts is separable, com- " thought. Not because it is extended;

" pounded, ununited parts, such as " but because its parts are distinct

" the parts of matter ; which for that " substances, ununited, and indepen-

" reason is always a compound, not a " dent on each other : which, I eup-

" simple substance. No matter is one " pose, is not the case of other sub-

" substance, but a heap of substances. " stances."
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tell you that the three Persons are three partial apprehensions,

when you ask us what they are ; whether beings or not beings.

Do not therefore put us off with empty sounds, when we ask

you the like questions about the parts of the divine substance ;

whether Beings or one Being ; and if one Being, whether one

individual Being ; and if so, whether simple or complex. By that

time you have furnished out proper answers to these questions,

all that you have objected about individual will drop and dwindle

into nothing. And it will be great satisfaction to us to observe,

how handsomely you can plead on the opposite side, and how

ingeniously you can unravel your own sophistry. You may at

length, perhaps, bo sensible, that all the difficulties you have

raised about individual, numerical, specific, &c. resolve only into

this ; that we know not precisely, in all cases, what to call

individual, or numerical, or specific. You have a very distinct

notion (in your way of thinking) of any two parts of the divine

substance : and yet you know not whether it be proper to say,

that this part is individually and numerically the same substance

with the other part. You would be as much puzzled about spe

cific ; since you would hardly think it sufficient to say, that they

are specifically one and the same substance. Learn therefore,

from hence, to distinguish between difficulties relating to things

and difficulties about names only.

You attempt to answer what I had urged in my Defence, vol. i.

p. 445, where I had argued against the same wisdom, goodness,

or any other attributes, being supposed to reside in infinitely

distant parts. I thought no maxim clearer than this, that

attributes of any subject reach not beyond their subject: and

therefore whatever attribute is in this substance, cannot be also

in that substance; unless this substance be that substance. I did

not urge these things as being of any real weight in themselves ;

but only as having the very same weight as your objections

against the doctrine of the blessed Trinity have, or ought to

have : and I was to convince you of the folly of wading beyond

your depth. You have answers, such as they are, ready for

every thing ; either to shew that you know more, or else know

less than wise men do : for, it is one degree of knowledge to be

sensible of one's ignorance. You tell me that the " same indi-

" vidual moment of time is every where, and the same individual

" truth is every where." Admitting this, why then may not the

same individual wisdom, power, &c. be in three Persons ? But if

I should ask you to give me any distinct notion of the same
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individual moment or the same individual (ruth being every

where, possibly you might be strangely confounded. Is this

moment or this truth substance or attribute ? If attribute, what

is the subject of it ? If the divine substance be the subject, how

can these truths and these moments reside in an extended sub

ject without being coextended ? And how can the attributes of

one part be the attributes of another part, any more than the

extension of one is the extension of another ? However, since

you have been pleased to admit that this individual truth and

that individual moment are " entirely in the whole, and entirely

" in every part of the universe;" we shall want a good reason

why the same individual attributes may not be entirely in the

whole Trinity, and entirely in every Person of it. But you will

say, that you suppose the attributes common, and not commu

nicated : and so there will be a difference between your hypo

thesis and ours. But, as the main difficulty lies in conceiving

the same attributes to be entirely in the whole, and entire in every

Person; this being happily got over, the other will create no

difficulty. It is as easy to conceive the same thing common in

this manner, as common in that manner: for there is no other

difference but in the manner, between common and communicated.

Having thus despatched the main point, relating to the principle

of individuation, (which stands just where it did,) you will not

expect any further answer to such objections as turn only upon

the uncertain meaning of individual.

I freely own my ignorance, that I am not yet got beyond the

common School definition, Individua sunt qua dividi non pos-

sunt in plura ejusdem nominis, et natural singularis. Individual

is something undivided, in such respect as it is conceived to be

one : and one is something single, and not multiplex, in that re

spect wherein it is conceived to be one. I pretend not to make

any man wiser by such an account as this : but it is proper to

confess our ignorance where we know nothing. This, however,

I pretend to be certain of, that every individual is, upon your

principles, made up of parts ; and that all oneness, or sameness,

is by union of parts : otherwise there is nothing in the world

that you can call one substance, or same substance, at all. Now,

if union makes oneness, or sameness, you will be extremely puzzled

to find out any union closer, or stronger, or higher, than that

union which we conceive to be among the three Persons. Why

then may they not be one individual Substance, Being, God I

•or the same individual Substance, Being, God? I like what



Qu. ix. OF SOME QUERIES. 623

St. Bernard" has said of this matter; and leave you to confute

it when you are able.

I may here take some notice of the author of the Appeal to a

Turk, &c. who thinks it strange we should pretend to know that

three Persons are one Being, when, by our own confession, we

know not precisely what makes one Being, nor can fix upon any

certain principle of individuation,, p. 54. Now, as to the fact,

that three Persons are one God, or one Being, we pretend to

know it from Scripture : but as to the manner how they are

united, we know it not at all. I suppose, we may know that

soul and body are so united as to make one man ; though we

understand not the nature of the union : or that the parts of

matter cohere, though we understand not the manner or cause of

their cohesion. And if we are puzzled in accounting for the union

of things so familiar to us, and suited to our capacities, what

wonder is it, if our thoughts are lost in accounting for the divine

union of the tremendous Deity ? It is one thing to know that

three Persons are one God, another to know what makes them

one. If the author's objection lies only against calling the Per

sons one Being, as not being scriptural ; we shall be content if

he admits them to be one God, or one Jehovah, which is evidently

Scripture doctrine. His reasoning, p. 56, is of the same size for

acuteness and penetration with what he has, p. 54. If we have

no idea of the manner how two may be one, he will infer, that

" we have no idea either of two Persons or of one God." That

is to say, if we have no idea of the manner how soul and body

make one man, we have no idea of soul, or body, or of one man.

Now the case is this ; we have an idea of the Persons united,

and we understand that they are one, having a confuse general

idea of unity : but as to the internal cause, or particular manner

of the union, we have no idea of it. What is there strange or

surprising in this, unless it be strange for ignorant creatures to

know only in part, and to be able to understand something with

out knowing every thing? But to return to you.

I shall now look back, to see if there be any incidental pas

sages under this Query deserving notice. Page 303, I find you

endeavouring to prop up the Doctor's aphorism, that " necessary

" agents are no agents, and necessary causes no causes." This

is also strife about words ; in which the cause is nothing con

cerned. For admitting all you would have, it comes to this

* Inter omnia quae recte untim di- e converso, tres substantia; una in

cuntur, arcem tenet Unitas Trinitatis ; Christo persona sunt. Bernard, de

qua Persona; tres una substantia Conf. lib. v. c. 8.

sunt : secundo loco, ilia prsecellit, qua
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only; that the ancients have improperly called the Father an

Agent, or Cause, in respect of the generation : the doctrine will

stand exactly as before, only in other terms. And you must

not pretend to change the sense of the ancients in respect of the

words act or cause; and still appeal to their expressions as

countenancing your novel notions: that will be affronting the

readers indeed. But let us inquire a little into this new philo

sophy. I asked, whether an infinitely active Being can ever

cease to act ? To which you answer not a word. I asked,

whether God s loving himself (which is loving every thing that is

good, and which general love, or natural propensity, seems to be

the prime mover in all the divine acts) be not acting ? To which

you reply nothing. I believe we are almost out of our depth

here, and might more modestly leave the divine acts to that

divine Being who alone understands the nature of them. But

since you pretend to be wise in such high things, I may put a

few questions to you concerning them. You say, "the essence

" of action is exerting of power, and the will is the original of

" all exerting of power." Well, let action be exerting of power :

Does God never naturally or necessarily exert any power ? Who

can be wise enough to know these things! But, the " will is the

" original :" and is not the will itself determined by essential

wisdom, goodness, and truth ? And why is not that as much the

original which determines, as that which is determined ? How

is it that God cannot but will good, cannot but will happiness :

as, on the other hand, he cannot but mill evil, cannot but nill

unhappiness ? Are approving and disapproving the same with

knowing good and evil 2 Or does he not rather approve and dis

approve, because he knows why \ How hard a thing then is it to

distinguish between what shall be called acts, or actions, and

what not? You have discarded all that in common speech

passes under the name of action. Walking, riding, running, are

no acts : they are bodily motions, following the impulses of some

thing else that moves and actuates. Human acts must be con

fined to what is invisible, to what passes in the dark recesses of

our minds. And here our ideas are very defective and obscure ;

and our language almost all improper and metaphorical ; taken

from bodily motions, which are no acts. We may divide the

powers or faculties of the mind into perceptive and active : and

we may call the latter by the name of will. But still what is

that perpetual activity of the mind, that general pursuit of

happiness, and avoidance of misery, which is not merely percep

tive, and yet is necessary and unavoidable ? It will be said, per
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haps, that it is natural, resulting from our nature ; that is, from

God, who gave us our nature : and so herein we act not, but are

acted upon. Be it so ; let us next go higher, to the first cause

of all things : are there no natural and necessary propensities

there, no natural or necessary aversions ; in a word, no willings

and nillings, which are as necessary as it is to exist ? Yet they

are acts, internal acts ; and the ground of all external: or else

we know not what acts are. But enough of this matter ; which

as I before observed, is entirely foreign to the cause.

You object, that the Father is not atrtos (as Basil styles him),

if the Son necessarily coexists with him. But he is alxtos, not

withstanding, in Basil's sense of alnos, in the ancient sense of

curios, when necessary causes were styled causes: and can any

thing be more ridiculous than to plead ancient phrases, and not

to take them in their ancient sense ? Could not I, in this way,

quote Dr. Clarke, Mr. Whiston, Mr. Emlyn, (and indeed whom

not ?) as being perfectly in my sentiments ; let me but put a

sense upon their words as I please, however contrary to the

known, certain sense of the authors ? Was there ever a wilder

method of supporting an hypothesis ?

You have something, p. 305, which is reasonably put, and

deserves consideration. I had pressed you with insuperable

difficulties relating to the omnipresence, and other undoubted

truths. To which you reply, that the " omnipresence is a truth

" demonstrated by reason, and affirmed in Scripture which

our doctrine is not, at least not so certainly: that therefore

though the difficulties be equal, here and there, yet the positive

evidence is not. You will forgive me for putting your argument

somewhat clearer and stronger than you had done. Now to this

I answer, that our positive evidence from Scripture is very great

and full ; as hath been often shewn. I will here mention but

one argument of it, viz. that you have not been able to elude

our proof of the Son's divinity, without eluding, at the same time,

every proof of the Father's divinity also ; as I have shewn

above y. Is not this a very sensible and a very affecting demon

stration of the strength of our Scriptureproofs ? You add further,

that our doctrine is " impossible to be understood. " A ground

less calumny, which I confuted at large1. Is omnipresence im

possible to be understood, which you say can be demonstrated ?

or is our doctrine more hard to be conceived than that is I But

you pretend an insuperable difficulty in our scheme, that it makes

y Page 564, &c. of this volume. 1 Defence, vol. i. p. 453, &e.

WATKRLAND, VOL. H. S S
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more supreme Gods than one : which is another calumny as

groundless as the former. You ask, are not two supreme Gods

though undivided, two supreme Gods I Yes, certainly ; but two

supreme Persons, that is, two equally supreme in nature, (though

not in order,) and undivided in substance, are not two Gods, but

one God. You add, that making "one substance" is not the

same thing with making " one God." To which it is sufficient

to say, How do you know ? or how came you to be wiser, in

this particular, than all the Christian churches early and late I

The heathens, you tell me, did not pretend that their subordinate

deities, though consubstantial, were equally supreme. They were

therefore the more silly in supposing them consubstantial, and

not supreme ; that is, of the same nature, and yet of a different

nature. But the heathens were further wrong in making more

deities than one, supreme and inferior : wherein you copy after

them, adopting their Polytheism, and ptaganizing Christianity, as

Dr. Cudworth expresses it.

You accuse me, (p. 311,) as "presumptuously" calling my

doctrine " the doctrine of the blessed Trinity," in opposition to

yours. But why will you give yourself these affected airs J

Great presumption, indeed, to believe that the Catholic Church

has kept the true faith, while Eunomians and Arians made

shipwreck of it. But it is high presumption in a few private men

to revive old heresies, and to talk as confidently of them, as if they

had never been confuted. A modest man would be apt to

distrust his own judgment, when it runs counter to so many

eminent lights of the Christian Church, and has been so often

condemned by the wiser and better part of the Christian world.

A becoming deference would appear well in a case of this nature :

nor do I know any thing short of infallibility that can either

warrant or excuse this big way of talking which you affect to

ppear in.

You intimate, (p. 311,) that it is not reason, but Scripture

you appeal to ; and that you will here join issue with me, apart

from metaphysical hypotheses. Agreed : discharge then your

metaphysics for the future ; let us hear no more of self-existence,

to divide the Father from the Son, when Scripture tells us they

are one. Let us no more be told, that begetting is an act, and

every act is of the will: this is all metaphysical. Wave all further

discourse about specifa, and individual, and intelligent agent, and

the like, to hinder plain Christians from seeing that Scripture

makes no more Gods but one ; never supposes the Son another
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God, nor admits Father and Son to be two Gods. Drop your

pretences about subordination of offices, as implying distinct

authorities, unequal power, independence on one hand, subjection

on the other : such reasonings are metaphysical. Let us hear no

more that three divine Persons must be three personal Gods,

three Beings, three Substances ; and that there can be no Unity

of Godhead, but identical personal Unity, confined to one Person

solely: these are metaphysics; deep, profound metaphysics. Tell

us no more that derived and undented powers cannot be the

same powers, nor any equality stand with the distinct relations

or offices of a father and a son. Give up your famed dilemma

against the Unity, that each Person must be either the same,

whole, identical substance, or else an homogeneous undividedpart

of that substance : and your other dilemma, that the Persons

must either have the same identical life, or distinct identical

lives ; neither of which (you imagine) can stand with our prin

ciples. These are abstract metaphysical speculations, such as

never disturbed the churches of Christ, until many years after

they had professed their faith in, and paid their worship to.

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, as the one true God. Wavfc

these things for the future, and we shall readily join issue with

you upon Scripture alone ; and shall then believe that you mean

what you say, when you hereafter plead for the laying aside of

metaphysics. We desire no metaphysics but in our own necessary

self-defence : if you begin in that way, we must also enter the

lists in the same way, and oppose false metaphysics with true ;

to shew the world your wanderings and your inconsistencies,

even in what you most rely upon, and (though you will not own

it) almost solely trust to.

QUERY X.

Whether, if they (the attributes belonging to the Son) be not

individually the same, they can be any thing more than faint

resemblances of them, differing from them as finite from infinite ;

and then in what sense, or with what truth can the Doctorpretend

that all divine powers, except absolute supremacy and inde

pendency, are communicated to the Son ? And whether every being,

besides the one Supreme Being, must not necessarily be a creature

and finite ; and whether all divine powers can be communicated

to a creature, infinite perfection to a finite being ?

I FIND nothing in your further reply (which is no reply)

to this Query, but what I have fully obviated in my Defence,

s s i
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and now in my answer to the other Queries above. All that the

reader can learn from what you have here said, is, that if the

question be, what it is not, viz. Whether the Son be the Father ;

you have something to plead for the negative: but if it be, as it

really is, Whether the Son be a creature and finite; you have

nothing to say to it. The evidence is so full and strong against

you, that you dare not submit it to a fair hearing. Allow you but

to wrap yourself up in ambiguous terms, supremacy, self-existence,

individual, &c. and you are willing to hold on a frivolous and

tedious dispute, of no benefit to the readers : but bring you

down to plain sense and fixed terms, then you draw off, and

take your leave. A conduct suitable to such a cause, but very

unworthy of the hands engaged in it.

QUERY XI.

Whetlier if the Doctor means by divine powers,powers given by God,

(in t/ie same sense as angelical powers are divine powers,) only in

a higher degree than are given to other beings ; it be not equivo

cating, and saying nothing : nothing that can come up to the sense

of those texts before cited, or to these following ?

Applied to the one God.

Thou, even thou, art Lord alone j

thou hast made heaven, the hea

ven of heavens, with all their hosts,

the earth, and all things that are

therein, &c. Neh. ix. 6.

In the beginning God created the

heaven and the earth, Gen. i. I.

To God the Son.

All things were made by him,

John i. 3. By him were all things

created ; he is before all things, and

by him all things consist. Coloss. i.

16,17.

Thou, Lord, in the beginning, hast

laid the foundation of the earth ; and

the heavens are the works of thy

hands. Heb. i. 10.

THE questions here were, what Dr. Clarke meant by divine

powers, and whether his meaning comes up to the texts here

cited. I am now told, that the " divine powers of the Son are

" not only in a higher degree than angelical powers, but totally

" of a different kind : for11 (let us observe the reason) " to the

" Son is committed all judgment," p. 3 1 6. Well then, the Son's

divine powers are at last dwindled into his offices given him by

God ; therefore divine most certainly. This is the divinity of

God the Son, which you stand up so zealously for in your

preface ; and for the sake of which you are so highly affronted

to be thought opposers of Christ's divinity. Hut let us go on.

I insist upon the Son's having creative powers, according to the
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texts cited, and as I have proved more at large in my Sermons.

You have little to reply, but that derived and underived are not

the same : whereas they are the same, because they descend

from one to the other : were they both underived, they could not

(at least according to the ancients) have been the same. Derived

and underived may be the same substance, as well as greater and

less, containing and contained, may be the same substance : which

you are forced to allow in your hypothesis of the extended parts

of the same substance. And why must you be perpetually

quibbling upon the different senses, or kinds of sameness, and

using arguments against us, which inevitably recoil upon your

selves ? Do but keep to that strict sense of sameness which you

are using against us, in the argument about derived and unde

rived ; and I will demonstrate to you, upon your own principles,

as before hinted, that there is no such thing as one and the same

substance in the world.

In answer to hard arguments, in this Query, you return me

hard names. " Heaps of contradictions, not treating the argu-

" ment seriously ; " in short, any thing that first came into your

head, being at a loss for an answer, and resolved not to be

entirely silent. You are cavilling at the account I gave of the

ancients, as assigning to three Persons their several parts and

provinces in the work of creation. I observed what meaning

they had in it a, and that their words are not to be strictly and

rigorously interpreted. Have you a syllable to object to the

truth of this report ? Not a word : the thing is too plain and

evident to be gainsaid. The truth is, if the ancients are to be

interpreted rigorously, the Father is not properly Creator at all,

but the Son only ; for he is represented as doing and executing,

the Father as issuing out orders only. But who can entertain so

absurd a thought, as that the Father did not work in the crea

tion as much as the Son ? Again, the Father is represented as

standing in need b of the assistance of the Son and Holy Ghost.

How will this suit with that supreme dignity, that alone self-

■ Defence, vol. i. p. 381. ret manus. Iren. p. 253.

b 'Or fiorjBfias xi"iCi0V <> e«°f tvpi- Si necessaria est Deo materia ad

aiceTai \tya>v~ lIoiTjcra^fv avBpamov kot opera mundi, ut Hermogenes existi-

tU6va Km ko8' ofioiua-tv. ovk SKKtf 8t mavit ; habuit Deus materiam longe

tiki dpTjKt troujirafuv, dAV t) t<5 iaurov digniorem Sophiam euam scilicet

Xoyu, icai rji lavrov irucpia. Theoph. materiam materiarum quali

Anttock. p. 114. Deus potuit eguisse, sui magis quam

>>ec enim indigebat horum Deus ad alieni egens. Tertull. contr. Hermog.

faciendum quae ipse apud se pnedefi- cap. 18.

nierat fieri, quasi ipse suas non habe-
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sufficiency, which you are contending for ! If you interpret this

rigorously, it must be as great a lessening to the Father as yon

pretend the executing of another's orders is to the Son. It is

plain therefore, that these sayings of the ancients were intended

only to preserve a more lively sense of the distinction of Persons ;

while they considered them altogether as equally concerned in

the creation, and equally working in it. You object that no

ancient writer ever said that the three Persons " created in con-

" cert," p. 299. But what did the ancients0 mean then, by

understanding the text of Genesis, " Let us make man," of all

the three Persons ? And what did they mean by giving the Son

the title of otJ/x/SojAos d, Counsellor to the Father, in that work !

How much does this come short of what I said ? Nor can you

make any thing more of avOtmCa, (a word which rarely occurs,)

or of auctoritas*, (which is used oftener,) than the preeminence

of the Father as Father, his priority of order. When you wrote

before, you were confident that the Son was not styled -roinr^s

tS>v oka>v: and this you noted, to confirm your fiction, that the

Father only was efficient cause, the Son instrumental. You have

been since convinced of your error by plain testimonies given

you in great numbers f. But still you go on in your pretence

about efficient and instrumental, notwithstanding wot)jr^y, which

you had before allowed to be expressive of the efficient cause.

Now the defect is, that the Son is not 6 iroinnjy : and neither is

that true, for I cited Eusebius for 6 tto»)T7)s applied to God the

Son. I have spoken of 81a before, and so here pass it over. You

are persuading me that even Cyril of Jerusalem, whom I quoted

in my Defence, (vol. i. p. 381.) is expressly against me. Ridi

culous to any that know Cyril ; you can mean this only for such

as do not read. If there is any thing to be suspected of Cyril,

it is rather his excluding the Father from being Creator, than

the Son from being efficient. But the late learned Benedictine

editor has sufficiently cleared up Cyril's orthodoxy on that heads.

I charged h you with opposing efficient to ministering cause ;

either very unskilfully or very unfairly. Now you would seem

c Barn. Ep. cap. 5, 6. Herm. Theoph. Antioch. p. 129. Hippolyt.

Past. Sim. 5. Justin. Mart. Dial. p. vol. ii. p. 13.

185. Irenaeus, p. 220, 295. Theoph. e Insinuatur nobis in I'atre aucto-

Antioch. 114. Origen. contr. Cels. ritas, in Filio nativitas, in Spiritu

p. 63, 257. Synod. Antioch, Labbe", Sancto Patris Filiique communitas, in

torn. i. p. 845.—See Dr. Knight's first tribus <equalitas. August. Serm. 1 1 .

Sermon. f Defence, vol. i. p. 384, 385.

d Iren. p. 292. Clem. Alex. p. 769, « Dissert, iii. p. 139, &c

832. Tertiillian. contr. Ilermog. p. 18. h Defence, vol. i. p. 381.
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to come off by making the Father efficient, by way of eminence.

Why then did you not allow both to be efficient, and leave the

eminence only to the Father, that the readers might understand

you, and that I might save myself the trouble of disputing that

point ? Let but both be equally efficient, and as to the eminence

of order in the efficiency, (which is all you can make of it,) 1

readily assent to it.

You tell me of Origen's making the Father irpwroy brjpuovpyos,

the first and principal Creator: as if Origen admitted two

Creators. But if you mean not to deceive your readers, you

should tell them, that Origen never uses the phrase of it/kStos

bt]iuovpybs, but where he is retorting upon his adversary Pagan

testimonies in the Pagan style ' ; as was proper to do. But

when Origen speaks in the Christian style, and is delivering his

own sense; it is then -apHros bripiovpybs, primarily Creator k.

You have something more to urge from Origen, that the Son

was avrovpyos, immediate worker in the creation. Well then,

I hope the Son was efficient; and, by your representation, more

properly so than the Father, who only gave out commands. Are

you sensible of what you are doing ? Or have you a mind, at

length, through your great zeal in attributing to the Father the

commanding part only, to make him properly no Creator at all I

If you strain the expressions of the ancients to the utmost rigour,

that must be the consequence. Be content therefore to allow

a proper latitude of construction, and a significant mystery in

these things. But I have obviated all you have said upon this

topic, about the Father's commanding, elsewhere '. You quote

Eusebius again, his Demonstratio Ecangelica, which is of no con

sideration with me at all. What if he styles the Son opyavov, does

he not style him hr\piovpyr]p.a too, in the same piece, though he con

tradicted it again afterwards ? Why must Eusebius be thought to

speak the sense of the ancients, especially in things where he

manifestly ran counter to the ancient doctrine ? You may see

this very notion of the Son's being opyavov condemned by the

famous synod of Antioch m long before Eusebius wrote. I value

Eusebius in many things ; but not where he attempted to de

prave and corrupt the doctrine of his Catholic predecessors ;

perhaps to gratify some novelists, before he had well considered

' Origen. contr. Cels. p. 308. narf/p 7ravra imroajKt, ovx &>s fit' dpyd-

k Ibid. p. 317. vov, ovfi« u>r fit' fjrtcrnj/iijs dwrrooraTov'

1 Sermons, p. 63 of this volume. yewr)<ravroc piv roi narpot tok vlov i>s

m Oura fie i>s aKridas Svrot (cat t'vtp- faxrav mpytiav, teat (wnoararov, ivtp~

yovvros, i>s A6yov Spa teat 6<oD, fit' of 6 yovvra to iravra iv ncujiv.
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what he was doing. However, if any one has a mind to see

what mild construction may be put upon that expression of

Eusebius, he may consult Bishop Bull and Dr. Cave n. For my

own part, I think the best defence to be made for him is, that he

seems to have grown wiser afterwards. You charge Basil with

weakness for making Aetius the inventor ° of the distinction

between vtio and bid. But where was Basil's mistake ? You say,

Origen, Eusebius, and Philo insist upon it. But Philo's is only

general, without application to this case : and Origen's and

Eusebius's amount to no more than a preeminence of the Father

as such. They do not carry it to a difference of nature, as

Aetius didP; and you also do: you do it indeed under other

terms, but as plainly, while you deny the necessary existence of

the Son. You will find none higher than Aetius, or Eusebius

of Nicomedia, to countenance you in it. There is nothing more

that is material under this Query.

You have not been able to take off the force of what is urged

from Scripture and antiquity for the Son's creative powers : and

that creative powers are divine powers, in quite another sense

than the Doctor and you use the phrase, in the equivocating

way, will be seen as we pass on.

QUERY XII.

Whether the Creator of all things was not himself uncreated ; and

therefore could not be i{ ovk ovtojv, made out of nothing.

AS to your complaint of my wording this Query, and my

styling Christ the Creator of all things; I refer to my Sermons 9,

where I have proved the thing, and to my Defence1-, whore I

have shewn that it is the language of all antiquity to style him

Creator, and not barely in your deceitful way, him, " by whom

" God created all things," while you inform us not what you

mean by it. You say, you " affirm not (nay, you blame those

" that presume to affirm) that the Son of God was created, or

" that he was l( ovk ovrtav, out of nothing." With what sin

cerity you say this, let the reader judge from the nine arguments

I produced in my Supplement, to shew that you make the Son

n Bull. D. F. p. 256. Cav. Diss, atrtfiovs r6fiov, avopoiov \tyovrot to

111. p. 66. f£ ov, tov fit* ov, rov aOtov F.vaifiiav

0 Basil, lie Sp. Sancto, p. 145, &c. 8iqXry£f xai 'At'nov. Synod. Veins ap.

P The Synodicon Vetus agrees with Fabric. B. Gr. vol. xi. p. an.

Basil's account of Aetius. 1 Serm. 2 and 3, p. 48, &c. of this

'O yap fiaKaplrris EiardSios 'Avti- volume.

o^das, €k tqC nap' avrov intOivTot r Vol. i. p. 383, &c.
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a creature*. How you may equivocate, I know not : but I am

sure you dare not tell us distinctly what you mean by saying,

you blame those that affirm that the Son is " out of nothing :'

it is either a mean quibble, or something worse that you are

ashamed to own. You are pleased to give up some criticisms

of Dr. Clarke's in relation to a passage of Origen which I had

took notice of in my Defence4; so that we have done with.

Still you talk of " ten thousand passages" in Origen, as opposite

to my sentiments. When you were in the way of romancing,

(which has no certain rule,) you did well to take a large

number. I challenge you to produce a single passage from any

piece of his, that is to be depended on, which either directly or

indirectly makes the Son a creature. That, you know, was the

point here in question.

The remainder of this Query is filled with all the worthless

trifles you could rake up from Sandius, or others, to represent

the ancients as making the Son a creature. At the same time,

because you know they have been answered, and that you cannot

stand by them, (yet having a strong propensity to make use of

them, for the deception of ignorant readers,) you produce them

with this faint and disingenuous censure upon them. " I think

'' that the writers I have here cited were mistaken in their

" judging about consequences, when they thus charged with

" Arianism the most learned and most eminent men the Chris -

" tian Church ever had." Permit me here, for a while, to choose

myself a new adversary ; one that ltonestly professes his belief of

the Son's being a creature, and has produced those very passages,

most of them, as favouring those sentiments ; which he is not

afraid nor ashamed (while maintaining, as he believes, the

honour of the great God) to call his own. After long and de

liberate considering the question of the Son's being a creature or

no creature, the argument he mainly depends on", with respect

to the sentiments of the ancients, is this : the universal applicar

tion of the words in Prov. viii. 22, " The Lord created me the

" beginning of his ways, &c." by the ancient Christians, to the

creation of Christ by Clod the Father. And indeed, hardly any

thing can be brought out of the ancients, at all looking like it,

but what is either the application of, or allusion to this text.

The argument then is this : the text in the Proverbs has ttaive

according to the Seventy: the Fathers, knowing little or no

8 Page 324, &c. of this vol. u See Mr. Whiston's Reply to Lorfl

1 Vol. i. p. 389, &c. Nottingham, p. 28.
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Hebrew, followed that rendering : Iwto-e signifies created : there

fore the Fathers, in general, believed and taught that the Son is

a creature. The argument would be irrefragable, if the word

Serine, as it might signify what is pretended, could be shewn to

have been so understood by the Fathers. But if created may

signify appointed, or constituted, (as in good Latin authors, con

suls, captains, magistrates, are said to be created, and we some

times use the word in English, of creating a peer, or creating any

officer,) and it may be certainly shewn that some Fathers so

understood it, and no proof can be given that any of them

understood it otherwise ; then there will appear such a flaw in

the argument, as the wit of man will not be able to make up.

We have it upon record, that this very point came to be con

sidered about the middle of the third century, by Dionysius of

Rome", (with his clergy ;) who fearing, upon the rise of SabeU

lianism, lest some should run into the opposite extreme of

making the Son a creature, first condemns all such doctrine, as

highest blasphemy, and next answers what had been urged by

some from this text, expressing himself as follows : " And what

" need I say more of these things to you. men full of the Holy

" Ghost, and well knowing what absurdities follow upon the sup-

" position of the Son's being a creature ? To which the leaders

" in that opinion seem to me not to have well attended, and so

'* they have very much erred from the truth ; interpreting that

" place, ' The Lord created me the beginning of his ways,' not

" according to the meaning of the divine and sacred writ. For,

" as you know, «r«re is a word of more senses than one, 2ktht(,

" created, here stands for iTteorrjo-t, appointed, over the works

" (God) had made by the Son himself. The word Ixrurc is not

" here to be understood to be the same as inolnve : for Tioiijo-ai

" and KrCaai are very different." Here we find how that text

was understood by the most considerable men of the Church

about the year 259.

And let it not here be objected, that the piece is of doubtful

credit, because extant only in Athanasius : for nobody that

knows any thing of Athanasius, and is not strangely bigoted to

an hypotlmis, can suspect any foul play in this matter. It is the

less to be suspected here, because, as I shall shew presently,

Athanasius did not entirely approve of this construction of

Dionysius, and would certainly never have forged an interpre

tation different from his own. Besides, it is observable that

x Apud Athanas. p. 232.
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Eusebius, in his famous piece against Marcellus, interprets that

text in the very same manner as Dionysius had done, defending

it at large? by several parallel places of Scripture. He interprets

^Krio-f by (tareVaffv and KaTfarrjirev, appointed, or constituted. So

that we have very great reason to believe that this was the

prevailing and current construction of Prov. viii. 22. in the Ante-

Nicene church. What confirms it is, that they all understood

&p\iiv in the active sense, for Head or Principle, just as Dionysius

and Eusebius do : and so the sense is, that the Father appointed

the Son Head over all his works.

That this was the sense of apxh all along, may be proved z

from Justin, Theophilus, Tatian, Clemens, Origen, and Metho

dius, to name no more: which consideration is alone sufficient

in the case, when there is no positive proof on the other side.

Only I must add further, that clear and strong passages may be

brought, from the Fathers in general, to prove that they believed

the Son to be uncreated. Seeing then that this text may bear

such a sense as has been mentioned ; seeing it was certainly so

interpreted by some, and no reason appears for Mr. Whiston's

interpretation at all ; but the sense of apxv> as understood by

the ancients, is entirely against him, as also many clear testi

monies of the Son's being uncreated : these considerations put

together are enough to shew that there is no force in the argu

ment drawn from the Fathers following the LXX, and reading

tKTio-e in that text.

But I further promised to give some account of Athanasius,

in relation to this text ; because Mr. Whiston a has been pleased

to say some very hard, and indeed unjust things of him, in

relation hereto. Athanasius could not be at a loss to know the

meaning of Imo-e, which had been so well explained both by

Dionysius and Eusebius. He therefore closed in with the

common interpretation, as signifying appointed, or constituted*.

But then he understood the appointing to be to the work of

redemption only, not the work of creation : at least he makes no

mention of the latter. He seems to have been apprehensive that

the notion of appointing to the work of creation might sound too

low : and indeed many of the Arians scrupled not to say as

much, at least, in words. Athanasius thought the way of

speaking not so proper, his notion being that the Father could

y Euseb. contr. Marcell. p. 150, a Reply to Lord Nottingham, p.

151. 39.
z See Bull. D. F. p. 210. b Athanas. Orat. ii. p. 513.
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no more create without the Sonc, than exist without him, both

being alike necessary; and therefore appointing was not so

proper a word for it. This principle he lays down in the very

same Oration, where he at large comments upon Prov. viii. 22.

Nevertheless it may be said, that this great man might perhaps

be too scrupulous in this matter. Cyril d of Jerusalem (whose

orthodoxy is unquestionable) scruples not to assign a reason

why the Son was appointed to create : and it has been usual

with all the Christian writers to represent all offices as descend

ing from the Father to the Son. Athanasius himself allows that

God the Son wrought in the creation, upon the Father's issuing

out his Jiat, or command for it : as also do several other Post-

Nicene writers e. This in reality comes to the same thing with

what others intended by appointing, or constituting to the work

of creation.

But here indeed Athanasius guards against the notion of the

Son's being vnovpybs, an underworker, in the low Arian sense :

for otherwise he admits that the Father wrought by and in the

Son. And I doubt not but it was his apprehension of the Arians

misconstruing the appointing, which made him so scrupulous in

relation to Prov. viii. The expression however, when it is not

abused, is very innocent ; and some zealous Athanasians f were

not afraid to understand Prov. viii. 22. of God the Son's being

appointed and constituted Creator, and Head over all the works

of God. Faustinus, that severe and rigid Homoousian, of the

Eustathian party, and Luciferian sect, understands that text of

Christ, as being appointed by the Father, the Head and Con

ductor of all his works, as well of creation as redemptions. Let

c Ovk rj&vvaro pff di avrov yevco-dai dia vlov, ovre 6 vi6s ftorj$€ias XPyfa*'*

to i^fuovpy^para. xaddirfp yap to <p£>s rnffi 6ii rov irvtvparoc, dW Iva « rav

rip diravydapari to iravra <£a>Ti'ff t Kai yiyvopivav fiVix^.V irarpos, xal vlov, Kai

avfv rov diravydo~paros ovk av rt (pa- ayiov irvtvparos 17 ravronji. Dial. iv.

Tivfatr)' ouTti) Kat 6 irarfjp ais 8ta %€ipos, adv. Macedon. p. 367.

ev ra Xdyo> (tpydaaro ra iravra, Kai e Athanas. p. 2 1 6, 499. Hilarius,

X^apls avrov ovSiv ttoici. Athan. Oral. p. 325, 837, 840. Basil, de Sp. S. c.

ii. p. 498, 499. 16. Greg. Nyss. torn. i. p. 993. torn.

■ Cyril. Hieros. Cateeh. xi. p. 160. ii. p. 4,54.

Tlarpit fiovKt)6evros ra iravra Kara- ' Hoc initium habeat Sapientia Dei,

uicfvucrdai, rat rov irarpos irvevpari 6 quod de Deo processit ad creanda

vios ra iravra fSTjuiovpyrjatv. iva rrjprj omnia tam ca?lestia quam terrestria,

ru irarpl rt}v aldevTiKT]v (£ovo-iav, Kai non quo cceperit esse in Deo. Creata

6 viii St 7rdXii> ixj] i£ovo~iav rav ibiav est ergo Sapientia, imo genita; non

Srjpiovpyijpdrav, &c. sibi quae semper erat, sed his qua? ab

Theodorit's account of this matter ea fieri oportebat. Hilar. Diaco*. apud

appears to be as just and accurate as Ambros. p. 349.

any. tr Quod creata est Sapientia, ad

Ovrt 6 irarfip /Hondas Seoptvoc Kri(a mysterium vel rerum creandarum, vel
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this suffice to have shewn the sense of antiquity upon that

text.

Now I return to you, who are entertaining your reader with

a collection of scandal, and which you know to be such, for the

greatest part of it. The scandal is produced at length ; and

what should have been, and has been pleaded to remove and

confute it, is disingenuously kept out of sight : only it is said by

you, "sufficient apologies have been made1* for this or that

Father, to shew that he was not indeed of Arius's notions. But

what then? You pretend that your notions were not Arius's:

so you would still have your reader apprehend that those Fathers

might have been in your notions ; whereas Bp. Bull, in his con

futation of those scandals, (most of them misreports, and some of

them malicious tales and lies,) has effectually prevented their

being really serviceable either to Arius's cause or yours ; which

in reality (however you disguise the matter) are the very same.

The conclusion you draw from this heap of stuff is pretty remark

able : " It evidently shews, that those ancient Fathers had not

" entertained such a confused notion as you are labouring to

" introduce of the Creator of all things :" whereas it is evident,

to a demonstration, that my confused notion (as you unrighteously

call it) was the very notion which all those Fathers had : or, if

you think otherwise, why did you not distinctly shew where they

contradict it, instead of producing a deal of idle tales, which

(though you would have your reader lay some stress on) you

yourself dare not undertake to defend I

Where is the consequence to be drawn from such premises ?

As let us see. The Apostolical Constitutions, which are spurious

and interpolated by some Arian, have said something; there

fore &c. Melito is said to have wrote irepl Krurtw Xptarov,

which learned men doubt of ; and neither Ruffinus nor Jerome

would allow; therefore &c. Clemens has been charged with

some things of which he was very innocent; therefore &c.

Dionysius had enemies that told lies of him, abused him, and

misrepresented his words ; and some honest men were deceived

thereby ; therefore &c. Gregory likewise met with some that

perverted his words, (as many have perverted our Articles or

Liturgy ;) therefore &c. In short, several other very orthodox

humatuB dispensationis intellige : quam Sapientia cum creata dicitur, non

cum Dei Sapientia difjnanter adsumit, substantia ejus quasi quae non erat,

creata dicitur. Faustin. contr. Arian. facta est : sed ipsa existens creata est

c. vi. p. 153. initium viarum in opera ejus. Ibid.
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men have been either falsely charged, or wrongfully suspected :

therefore undoubtedly Dr. Waterland is mistaken in supposing

them to have been orthodox. I refer the reader to Bp. Bull, who

has abundantly answered what relates to these trifling accusa

tions. Only, because you seem to insult and triumph the most

in respect of Origen, I shall be at the trouble of giving the

reader some account of that great man and his writings, and

their hard fate in the world.

Origen was one that wrote much, and sometimes in haste:

and it might be no great wonder if some uncautious things

might sometimes drop from him; or if his writings, passing

through ignorant or malicious hands, might be otherwise repre

sented than he intended or wrote. He complained of such mis

representations in his lifetime ; and made an apology for things

of that kind in a letter to Pope Fabian, about the year 248.

The doctrine of a coeternal and consubstantial Trinity could be

no new thing at that time. It appears by the famous case of

Dionysius, but about ten years after, that it was the settled faith

of the Church ; and that the generality, at least, were extremely

jealous of the appearance of any thing that seemed to break in

upon it. Origen's works however were still in great esteem;

and it does not appear that, for many years after his death, they

were ever charged with heterodoxy in that article. Gregory

Thaumaturgus, and Dionysius of Alexandria, whose orthodoxy

in that doctrine has been abundantly vindicated by Bp. Bull,

were great admirers of the man and of his writings. Metho

dius, about the year 290, (a man of orthodox principles,) began

to impugn some of Origen's doctrines : but laid nothing to his

charge in relation to the Trinity. About the year 308, he first

began to have articles drawn up against him ; and among the

several charges there were some upon that head. Pamphilus

and Eusebius then undertook to apologize for him ; not by

justifying any thing that seemed to lessen the divinity of the

Son or Holy Ghost, but by shewing from Origen's own writings,

that his doctrine was on the side of Christ's divinity, and against

the Holy Ghost's being a creature. This appears from the

remains we have of that Apology, according to Ruffin's trans

lation ; who professes solemnly that he did not add a syllable,

but made a just and literal translation. So that though Ruffin's

other versions, where he professes to have taken a liberty, are

the less to be depended on, this is of another kind, and may

more securely be confided in : from whence I would take notice
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by the way, that even Eusebius at this time, before the rise of

the Arian controversy, appears to have been very orthodox. I

know there is an objection to be made out of Jerome : which the

reader may see answered in Bp. Bull'1.

After Pamphilus, we find mention made of another apologist',

a very orthodox man himself, in respect of the Trinity, even in

the judgment of Photius ; who was used to judge too severely

sometimes of the ancients, comparing their expressions too

rigidly with those in use in his own times. That apologist acquits

Origen as to any erroneous doctrine in the article of the Trinity:

only he allows that Origen's zeal against Sabellianism might

sometimes draw him into expressions that seemed to go too far

the other way. Let us now come down to the Arian times.

About the year 330, or later, the Arians endeavour to gain some

countenance from Origen's writings : and some of the more

zealous Catholics of the Eustathian party, who were for pro

fessing one hypostasis, had no opinion of Origen. The reason, I

presume, was, because Origen every where insists upon the

distinction of persons very much, and seemed not very reconcilable

to the Eustathian way of professing one hypostasis. Origen

therefore was much out of favour with that more rigid part of

the Catholics ; who differed from the rest in expression rather

than real meaning, as appeared fully afterwardsk. Athanasius

all the while stood up for Origen, and vindicated his own doctrine

from Origen's writings'. Gregory Nazianzen and Basil were both

of them friends of Origen ; defending his orthodoxy against the

Arians"1. This was about the year 360. And though Basil

thought Origen's notion of the Holy Ghost not to have been

altogether sound, yet he objects nothing against him in respect of

God the Son: and as to the Holy Ghost, he yet quotes passages

from him where Origen spoke conformably to the doctrine and

tradition of the Church". And possibly the other suspected pas

sages might not be Origen's own.

Titus of Bostra, another orthodox man of that time, was an

advocate of Origen.

About 370, flourished Didymus, who is known to have been

very zealous for the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity, and

zealous also for Origen ; looking upon those as weak men, and

h Bull. Def. F. p. 125. 1 Athanas. de Decret. Syn. N. p.

1 Photius, Cod. cxvii. p. 293. 232.

k Vid. Athanasium ad Antiochenos, m Vid. Socrat. Eccl. H. lib. iv. c.

p. 773. Gregor. Nazianz. Orat. xxii. 26. p. 246.

p. 396. Or. xxxii. p. 521. " Basil.deSp.Sanct.c.xxix.p.219.
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of small sagacity, that suspected Origen on that head". Hitherto

we have found no considerable men that condemned Origen as

heterodox in the doctrine of the Trinity. The Catholics of greatest

name and reputation asserted the contrary.

Let us come a little lower, to the year 380, and we shall now

perceive a storm gathering; chiefly, I presume, by the means

and the interest of the Eustathians, who had disliked Origen

from the first. Epiphanius, about this time, was drawn in to be

a party in a quarrel against the Origenists; and laid severe

charges against Origen, even with respect to the doctrine of the

Trinity. Ruffinus, at the same time, was a zealous advocate for

Origen's orthodoxy ; himself, as is well known, a strict Athana-

sian. Jerome being now about fifty years old, was also a great

admirer of Origen. Nay, in the years 388 and 391, when past

sixty, he still retained the same kind of opinion of Origen and

his writings: as appears by his calling him the "master of the

" churches, second to none but the Apostles themselves p." He

declares that those who had in Origen's lifetime censured him,

did it not for any novel doctrine, or heresy, but for envy ; because

they could not bear the reputation he had raised1). Now could

Jerome, so orthodox a man himself, and who had translated

Didymus in defence of the divinity of the Holy Ghost; could

he ever have thus commended Origen, had he, at that time,

believed him heterodox in the doctrine of the Trinity? Im

possible. He gives no better a name than that of barking dogs

to those that then charged Origen with heresy: thougli at the

same time Arians, or Macedonians, and all impugners of the

divinity of Christ or the Holy Glwst, were heretics in Jerome's

account. To do Jerome justice, he stood up for Origen with

resolution and courage some time ; till, finding the stream run

strong, he thought it convenient to tack about : and then (as is

the nature of new converts in any case) he grew zealous and

vehement on the opposite side. Then he set himself, meanly, to

run down the man whom before he had so much commended.

He fell to criticising his works, sometimes manifestly perverting

his sense, sometimes representing it by halves; always putting

0 Vid. Hieronym. torn. iv. p. 347. non propter h<eresim, ut nunc adversus

355> 4°9- eum rabidi canes insimulant; sed

. p Origenem, quern post Apostolos, quia gloriam eloquentiae ejus et sci-

ecclesiarum magistrum nemo nisi im- entia; ferre non poterant; et illo di-

peritus negabit. Hieron. Vrarf. in Norn, cente omnes muti putabantur. Hieron.

Hebrtr. torn. iv. p. 67.

1 Non propter dogmatum nom'totem,
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the worst constructions he possibly could upon his writings : as

did also Epiphanius and Theophilus, who were afterwards joined

with Anastasius Bishop of Rome, and many other Bishops of

the west. Still Origen was not entirely destitute of some good

and great defenders ; as Gregory Nyssen, the great Chrysostom,

(bred up under Meletius, and never of the Eustathian party,)

Theotimus, and John of Jerusalem. Severus Sulpitius, of that

time, is a kind of neuter, passing a doubtful and moderate

censure. St. Austin r appears doubtful ; but, taking his accounts

from Epiphanius, or other adversaries, leans to the severer side.

Vincentius Lirinensis3 inclines to think that the plea about

Origen's writings being adulterated' might be very just. Socrates

and Sozomen, of the fifth century, defend Origen's orthodoxy,

and think he had been greatly misrepresented. Theodorit, of

the same age, has been justly looked upon as a favourer of

Origen ; because he reckons not the Origenists in his list of

heretics : as neither did Philastrius, who wrote sixty years before

him. What followed in the sixth century, under Justinian, is

rather too late to come into account.

From what hath been said, it appears, that though antiquity

were much divided in their sentiments of Origen's orthodoxy, in

respect of the Trinity ; yet the most early and the most valuable

men down to the times of Jerome, (and for a long while Jerome

himself,) had acquitted him on that head. This account is a

sufficient answer to what you have raked together in pages 327,

328, 329, 330. And I must observe, that were it really fact

that Origen had taught what you pretend in respect to the

article of the Trinity, it would by no means follow that he was

therein a true interpreter of the Church's doctrine in that instance,

any more than in the other articles laid to his charge by his ac

cusers : many of which are known to have been directly contrary

to the standing doctrines of the Church, as well before as after

1 Origeniani mortuorum resur- Christo, tantum Filius Patri. Unde

rectionera negant, Christum autem et nec orandus est Filius, &c. Augustin.

Spiritum Sanctum creaturam dicunt Hares. 43.

——HsecquiderndeOrigene.Epipha- 8 Sed dicat aliquis, corruptos esse

nius refert. Sed defensores ejus dicunt Origenis libros. Non resisto, quin

Origenem Patrem et Filium et Spi- potius malo : nam id a quibusdam et

ritum Sanctum unius ejusdemque sub- traditum et scriptum est; non Catho-

stantite docuisse ; neque resurrectio- licis tantum, sed etiam Haereticis.

nem repulisse mortuorum. Sed qui Vincent. Lirin. c. xxiii.

ejus plura legerunt, contradicunt 1 See Ruffinus's plea about the

Dicit pneterea ipse Origenes quod adulteration of Origen's books, hand-

Filius Dei Sanctis hominibus compa- somely defended against St. Jerome,

ratus Veritas sit, Patri collatus men- by the learned Huetius. Origeniana,

dacium; et quantum distant Apostoli p. 187, 188.

WATERLANO, VOL. II. T t
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his time. Such was the denial of the resurrection of the dead,

imputed to him, among other errors, by his adversaries ; as St.

Austin observes : who, in the same place, mentions some other

erroneous and uncatholic tenets of Origen. At last, the question

of Origon's faith in the Trinity may be certainly determined out

of his treatise against Celsus, (still remaining, and free from cor

ruption.) And it is from thence chiefly, that Bishop Bull has

demonstrated that Origen's doctrine on that head was sound

and just, directly opposite to the principles which you are now

espousing.

I may take notice of your citing (p. 335.) a second-hand pas

sage of Eusebius ; as if he had made the Son created in the vul

gar sense of created in this question, directly contrary to what

Eusebius has argued at large in his piece against Marcellus.

I hope you did it ignorantly. However, to prevent the like for

the future, I shall here give you Eusebius's own words. Com

menting on Prov. viii. 22. he says thus : " Though he says cre-

" ated, he does not say it, as if he came from non-existence into

" existence ; nor as if he also, like as the rest of the creatures,

" were from non-entity, (as some have erroneously imagined;)

" but he was living and subsisting, prior and preexisting to the

" creation of the universe : and being appointed of the Lord his

" Father to bear rule over the universe ; created here stands for

" appointed, or constituted'1.'''' He goes on to several texts of

Scripture, 1 Peter ii. 13. Amos iv. 13. Psalm ci. 19. to shew

that ktutis, or (crifco, may admit that sense of appointing, or

ordaining, rather than creating. And upon the words of the

Psalm, " Create in me a clean heart, 0 God," he observes, that

this is not said as if the Psalmist's heart was then to begin

to exist, but what was before should be cleansed. You will please

to remember how highly you resented my quoting Socrates for

Eusebius's opinion, seemingly contradictory to Eusebius's other

tenets. You have here quoted a short sentence out of an index

of a book, not published to speak for itself ; and have given it a

construction flatly contrary to what Eusebius undoubtedly taught

in his piece against Marcellus ; namely, that Prov. viii. 22. was

u Ei fit Xfyoi inrlo-Bai airrov, oi^ <»>r tov ravrbs Koa-pov avoraatas' Hpxtw

(K tov prf Svtos (is to (ivai irapfkdiav, fie t<ov oXtov inrb xvpiov tov airrov

tovt av flnoi, ovfi* tos bpoitos rols 7raTp6s KaTarcTaypcvos, Tov emcro*

Xoiirolr Krio-pao-i, koI avrbs « rod fib, evravOa avri tov KaTtra^tv, r) nare-

ovtos ytyovas, fj raws oIk opOas vnti- ornatv elpr^ptvov. Euseb. Eccl. Theol.

\r)<f>acriv, aXX' its iq^to-ras piv koa p. 150,151.

£a)i>, irpoav t( Kai irpoxmap^av rrji
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not to be understood of creating, in the sense you pretend. As

to what you cite from him in respect of the Holy Ghost, I know

not whether it may admit of a candid1 construction. He was

certainly mistaken, if he took that doctrine, such as you under

stand it, to be the doctrine of the Church. But it is out of my

compass to treat of the divinity of the Iloly Ghost. To con

clude; I referred y you to Ignatius, Athenagoras, Irenseus,

Origen, Dionysius of Rome, Dionysius of Alexandria, Theogno-

stus, and Methodius ; as express authorities against the doctrine

of the Son's being a creature. As to consequential and indirect

testimonies against it, they are numberless ; and have been pro

duced by Bishop Bull, Le Moyne, Nourry, and many others, in

this controversy. To this you have opposed such evidence as

Bishop Bull has already answered, and you will not stand by, or

engage to defend ; but have rather owned to be indefensible.

Only you think some advantage you should make of it ; which

some advantage is yet very unfair, and not regularly or distinctly

laid down by any certain consequence, but is merely a confused

and precarious conclusion. Upon the whole, every honest reader

will easily perceive on what side he ought here to determine.

QUERY XIII.

Whether there can be any middle between being made out of nothing,

and out of something ; that is, between being out of nothing, and

out of the Father's substance ; between being essentially God and

being a creature ; whether, consequently, the Son must not be either

essentially God, or else a creature ?

IF any man wanted an instance of the power of affections or

prejudice in holding out against conviction ; or if there were not

too many lamentable examples of it in history, sacred andprofane;

I would recommend to him the perusal of what you have under

this Query, to give him a very lively example and idea of it.

You begin with telling me, " there are many dilemmas in meta-

" physics, physics, and theology, wherein it may be very presump-

" tuous to determine absolutely which part of the dilemma is the

" truth." Had you rested neuter in this controversy, your plea

would have appeared the better : but as you have determined on

one side, and in virtue of such dilemmas as are neither half so

clear nor half so certain as this is. you have no pretence left of

that kind.

* See the Bishop of London's Letter Defended, p. 56, &c.

y Defence, vol. i. p. 389.

T t 2
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You should therefore tell me what medium there is between

being essentially God, and being a creature ; or else own the Son

a creature. We do not thus shift and shuffle with you, when

you press us with dilemmas. Derived or undented; we say

derived: being or not being; we say being: necessary or not

necessary in existence ; we say necessary : self-existent or not self-

existent; we say not self-existent: supreme God or not supreme

God ; we say supreme God. And whatever invidious terms, or

however liable to be misunderstood, you put the question in, still

we answer frankly, and discover our minds. And what can be

the reason of the difference between your conduct and ours, but

that we desire to be open and plain, and you love disguises?

We have a cause which we know we can defend : you are con

scious that you have not. We are justly sensible what advan -

tage you every where make by putting the question, " Whether

" God the Son be the supreme God, or that supreme God ?"

1. The expression is apt to insinuate to the reader a notion

of two Gods, supreme and inferior: on which supposition the

Son certainly could not be the supreme.

2. It is further apt to confound the reader, as insinuating,

either that we suppose the Son to be the supreme Father himself,

or else that the supremacy of order, or office, bolonged equally to

both. Yet we bear with your thus unequally and partially

wording the question; being content to admit it with proper

distinctions, and to assert that God the Son is the supreme God,

or even that supreme God, as you are pleased to word it for us.

And why should not you as plainly own, that you make the

Son a creature ; there being no imaginable medium between

uncreated and created, between God and creature ? Yet you pre

tend to be arguing only against the Son's being essentially God,

or supreme God, and not to be arguing for his being a creature ;

though they come to the same thing differently expressed. You

say, p. 338, there lies a fallacy in my words, essentially God. As

how I Shew where the fallacy is. You say, the words ought to

mean self-existent in such a sense as the Father alone is. Well

then ; if you take self-existence and necessary existence to signify

the same thing, you of consequence allow no medium, but that

the Son must either be the Father himself, or else a creature.

Why do you not therefore say plainly he is a creature ? You

will ask then, whether I would prove that the Son is the Father

himself, in proving him to be no creature ? No. But when I have

proved that point, (as is essily done, and has been done a thou
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sand times,) it will then be apparent how absurd and wild your

notion is, that there is no medium between God the Father and

a creature. I say then, that there neither is nor can be any

medium between being necessarily existing and being a creature :

and therefore since you allow nothing to be necessary but the

Father, you plainly make a creature of the Son. Instead of an

swering this plain argument, you do nothing but evade, and shift

in such a manner, as shews only that you are afraid of coming

to the point, and of putting the controversy on a fair issue :

which is highly disingenuous. Were I to abuse my readers at

this rate, how would you insult, and look upon it as no better

than giving up the cause. I told you before*, and now tell you

again, that you assert evidently, and by immediate necessary

consequence, " that the Maker, and Redeemer, and Judge of the

" whole world is a creature, is mutable and corruptible, depending

" entirely on the good pleasure of God, has a precarious exist-

" ence and dependent powers, finite and limited ; and is neither

•' so perfect in his nature, nor so exalted in privileges, but that

" the Father may, when he pleases, create another, equal, or

" even superior to him."

This is no unrighteous representation, nor appealing to the pre

judices of the ignorant vulgar: you know it is not : but it is laying

down the plain naked truth. A nd it ought to be sounded in the

ears and riveted in the thoughts of all that come to read you ;

that they may be deeply sensible what you are doing, and whi

ther it is that you are leading them.

These are not things shocking to the vulgar only, nor so much

to the vulgar as to the wisest and most considerate, and most

religious men. In short, they are such weights upon your hy

pothesis, as have ever sunk and bore it down among the sober

part of mankind : and they will ever do so, as long as true piety

and sobriety of thought have any footing in the world. This you

are sensible of ; and are therefore forced to wink hard.

You are next endeavouring to retort ; which is your constant

method when you are nonplused, and have no direct answer to

give. I "assert," you say, " many supreme Gods in one undi-

" vided substance." Ridiculous : they are not many Gods, for

that very reason, because their substance is undivided. Is there

no difference between charging false consequences and true ones?

Make you out the consequence which you pretend, at your

leisure : mine is self-evident, and makes itself.

1 Defence, vol. i. p. 394.
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You run off (p. 341,) to some foreign things, which have been

answered in their place. You talk of authority and dignity;

not telling us what you mean by them, whether of order and

office, or of nature ; though it is about the last only that we are

inquiring. I suppose, if there be ever so many testimonies in

antiquity for the Son's uncreatedness, consubstantiality, eternity,

necessary existence, omnipresence, omnipotence, and other divine

attributes ; all must yield to a few equivocations and quibbles about

authority and dignity : which if you had once defined and fixed

to a determinate meaning, (as every ingenuous man would have

done,) it would have been presently seen whether any testimony

you produce were pertinent or no ; or rather, that none of them

are pertinent. As to Basil, whom you pretend to cite, it is cer

tain he did not mean by oftw/xan what you mean ; for he abso

lutely denies that the Father is greater in respect of dignity a,

meaning essential dignity: and he particularly excepts against

your notion of making the Son subject ; and censures Eunomius

smartly, for taking from him the dignity of dominion, -rijs o€<nro-

reCas to &£la>na. In another place, he spends a whole chapter

in confutation of that very notion you are contending for;

proving that God the Son is united in nature, in glory, in dignity**

with the Father, of equal honour and authority0. I had told

you, that " an eternal substance, not divine, and a Son made

" out of it, was what you must mean, or mean nothing"1." This

you confute by calling it a " calumny, ridiculous, and unjust

which is a very easy way of confutation. Let the reader see the

reason why you had nothing to offer but hard words. You deny

the Son's being of the same divine substance that the Father is ;

you allow him not to be mcessarily existing ; you deny his being

out of nothing. Let any CEdipus make other sense of this put

together, than what I made of it °.

a 'AXXa fuyi8ei ficv 6 Trarrjp tov viov unde arbitrentur Dei Filium exstitisse :

ovk av \(\8(ir] ptifav, dcrauaros yap utrum de nihilo, an ex aliquo f Si de

dXX' ol&e a£ia>pari, ov yap eycvtro nihilo exstitit, Creatura dicendus est,

b oix %v irort. Basil, contr. Eun. lib. n on Creator. Si autem de aliquo di-

iv. et lib. i. p. 236. ed. Bened. catur, sic etiam id ipsum Deus fecit,

D Tea df-iapan o-uvrippemv. unde Filium genuit. An forte coater-

c 'SvvSpovov koX oporipov to T^r num dicitur aliquid habuisse unde

d|i'ar oporipov. Basil, de Sp. Sancto, posset Filium generare? Si coaeternum

cap. 6. aliquid aestimatur, unde genitus Filiue

d Defence, vol. i. p. 396. creditur, Manichaeorum error hac ad-

e Qui Filium de Patris substantia sertione finnatur. Fulgent. Resp.contr.

natum denegant, debent utique dicere Arian. object, iv. p. 58.
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QUERY XIV.

Whether Dr. Clarke, who every where denies the consubstantiality of

the Son as absurd and contradictory, does not of consequence

affirm the Son to be a creature, t( ovk ovrmv, and so fall under

his own censure, and is self-condemned ?

HERE, being conscious that this charge is just, you can give

no direct answer ; but, as usual, must retreat to little shifts and

poor evasions. I sufficiently explained the true sense, and my

sense of consubstantiality in my Defence, vol. i. p. 543, 544-

Yet now you pretend to complain, you understand not what I

mean by consubstantiality : whereas the truth is, you understand

it so well as to know that this Query is unanswerable. But let

us hear how you can cavil where you cannot reply. " Sometimes,"

you tell me, I " seem to mean that the Father and Son are in-

" dividually the same single, identical, whole substance." But

where do you ever find me talking so weakly and crudely ? This

you gather only from the word individual ; which is capable of

a larger and stricter sense, as I have often intimated. When you

suppose that part of God's substance which fills the sun, to be

individually the same with what fills the moon ; do you mean

that both are individually the same single, identical, wfiole substance ?

How often must you be reminded of your unequal dealing in

this controversy, that arguments must hold against the Trinity,

which, in other cases, have no force with you at all I I may speak

of wfwle and parts, while I am arguing against a man that brings

every thing under extension : but as to the Catholic doctrine of

the Church, which I here defend, the words are not proper ; only

this is certain, that one Person of the Trinity is not all the Persons

of the Trinity. Yet because the Persons are undivided, they

are one individual substance ; which is as far from Sabellianism

as from Triiheism, and can justly be charged with neither. You

pretend that Dr. Clarke does not deny such consubstantiality as

was taught by the Nicene Fathers. If this be true, then he

admits, or does not deny, that the substance of the Son is of

the same kind with that of the Father, as truly as light answers

to light, very God to very God, uncreated to uncreated, and so onf:

that is, he admits all that I do, and there is no longer any dis

pute between us. For I will easily prove to him, after he is ad

vanced thus far, that whatever is thus equal in nature to the

Father, cannot be unequal in any essential poicers or perfections :

and so all that you have been doing drops at once. If these be

1 See ray Defence, vol. i. p. 1544.
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the Doctor's present sentiments, I am very glad of it : they were

not always so. You say, indeed, " whatever the Son's metaphy-

" sical nature, essence, or substance be, all the Doctor's propo-

" sitions (so far as you perceive) hold nevertheless equally true."

Are you then so very unperceiving in a plain and clear case ?

Turn to five of the Doctor's propositions, (5th, 12th, 14th, 19th,

23rd,) where he denies the Substance, or Person, of the Son, or

Holy Ghost, to be self-existent : and compare your own construc

tion of self-existent, by necessarily existing, with them ; and then

tell me, whether the Doctor has determined nothing about the

substance of the Son. Doth he not make the substance of the

Father necessary, the other precarious; the one self-sufficient, the

other depending ; the one immutable, the other mutable at plea

sure ; in a word, the one infinitely perfect, the other infinitely

short of it ? All this follows by self-evident connection from the

Doctor's denying the Son's necessary existence. Now certainly

he has hereby determined their substances to be entirely different

in kind ; or else I should despair of shewing, that a man and

a horse, a tree and a stone, are not ofioovo-ta, are not of the same

kind. For what is it we denote and distinguish different kinds

of substances by, but by their different essential properties ? Do

not therefore now bring me the lame pretence, about the Doo-

tors propositions being the same on either supposition. 1 bore

with it in the Modest Pleader b, (though sensible how little

sincerity was in it,) because I was then doubtful whether the

Doctor should be charged with denying the necessary existence.

You have eased me of that doubt : and now the plea is ridicu

lous, and will serve no longer. The mystery is at length come

out ; and self-existence, wherewith we have been so long amused,

wants no unriddling.

QUERY XV.

Whether he also must not, of consequence, affirm of the Son, that

there was a time when he was not, since God must exist before the

creature; and therefore is again self-condemned. (See Prop. 16.

Script. Doctr.) And whether lie does not equivocate in saying,

elsewhere, that the second Person has been always with the first ;

and that there has been no time when he was not so : and lastly,

whether it be not a vain and weak attempt topretend to any middle

way between tlte orthodox and the Arians ; or to carry t/ie Son's

divinity the least higher than they did, without taking in the

consubstantiality ?

b See the Preface to my Sermons, at the beginning of this volum
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IT has been shewn that the Son is, upon the Doctor's prin

ciples, a precarious being, which is nothing but another name for

creature: and now the question is only whether a creature can

be eternal. And this is of no great moment to the cause itself,

but only to shew the Doctor's self-condemnation, in blaming such

as have said, there was a time when the Son teas not. If, for the

sake hereof, you will maintain that a creature is eternal, you

shall dispute by yourself, or else against Mr. Whistonh ; who

justly calls it a despised and absurd tenet : only he happened to

have his thoughts a little wandering, when he called it an Atha-

nasian mystery, instead of calling it an Arian one. For I never

heard of any one Athanasian but what despised and rejected it.

There were some Arians who formed a new sect about the year

394, under the name of Psathyrians, who have been charged

with that principle by Theodorit' ; though I think Socrates's and

Sozomen's accountk of them rather acquits them of it. Now if

you are inclined to maintain such wild doctrine, say so plainly :

if not, let us know the meaning of the Doctor's censuring those

that should presume to say of the Son, that there was a time

w/ten he was not1 ; and of his saying that the second Person has

been always with the first. I am sensible there is something

very mean and disparaging in the way of equivocating upon so

serious a subject. A man may well be ashamed to own it : so I

press it no further.

You were to find a middle way between the orthodox and the

Arians: which I called a vain and weak attempt, and proved it

to be so. You do not care to own your mistake here : but you

say, " it is not material to determine." That is, you find it has

been evidently determined against you ; though you are very

unwilling to confess it. Next you come to your usual method of

misrepresenting my notion, and charging three supreme Gods:

which trifling has been answered oftener than it deserved.

What follows, p. 348, 349, is so exceeding low, that in pure

commiseration one would pass it over. Page 350, you come to

dispute the point, whether the Doctor's scheme was condemned

h Nor do I quite despair of seeing tor. Whiston, Reply to Lord Notting-

such shrewd and cunning Athana- ham, p. 30.

sians as Dr. W. driven to this last 1 Theod. Haeret. Fab. lib. 4. Com-

evasion, and of hearing them broach pare the supposititious Disputatio con-

this other great Athanasian mystery, tra Arium. p. 211. ed. Bened.

how despised and absurd an one k Socrat. Eccl. Hist. lib. v. cap. 23.

soever, that any creature whatsoever p. 300. Sozom. Eccl. Hist. lib. vii.

may be strictly speaking, in point cap. 17. p. 303.

of duration, coeternal with its Crea- ' Clarke's Script. Doctr. prop. 16.
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near 1400 years ago by the Council of Nice. You pretend that

none of his Propositions were condemned. But I insist upon it,

that the Doctor, in denying the Son's necessary existence, evidently

makes him a creature: and therefore all that is material in the

Doctor's Propositions, all that we find fault with, in respect of

his doctrine of God the Son, stands fully condemned by the

Nicene Council. And do not imagine that the point of difference

betwixt us lies only in authority, or office, and not in nature: you

make the nature of the Son wholly of a different kind from the

Father, as hath been shewn. I told you of our doctrine, that it

has "prevailed for 1400 years :" upon which you remind me of

my saying of the Arians, that the "world was once, in a manner,

" their own.1' In a manner, that is, when they had got the

emperors of the world, in a manner, on their side. You return

to your quibble about individual essence. Please to observe,

essentia de essentia, substantia de substantia, was Catholic doctrine

all along : and this is the full meaning of individual essence.

Not essences, nor substances, nor beings: any more than you will

say substances, while yet you admit substance and substance; or

beings, where yet you are forced to allow being and being"1.

You tell me, I acknowledge person and intelligent agent to be

the same. I never acknowledged any such thing ; but always

denied their being reciprocal. But because this word person is a

matter of much dispute, I shall here endeavour, having nothing

further worth notice under this Query, to give the best account

I am able of the true notion ofperson. I shall not here search

into the books of philosophers, but into the common appre

hensions of mankind, learned and unlearned ; which appears to

be the true method of knowing what ideas are affixed to the

word person.

Our ideas are at first all of them particular, and borrowed

from what we daily converse with, from what we see and feel.

Our first notion of person is the notion we have of a man, a

woman, a child. By degrees we learn to abstract from the differ

ences of age, sex, stature, &c. and so we form a more general

idea of an human person, meaning one of our own species : and

this idea, perhaps, a rude countryman would express, improperly,

by the word Christian, in opposition to brutes, or inanimate

things. From the idea of human persons thus formed, we pro

ceed to make a more general idea, by leaving out what is pecu-

m See my Defence, vol. i. p. 371, 372, 448. and Reply to Dr. Whitby,

p. 209 of this volume.
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liar to our species, and keeping in what we conceive common

to us with angels, suppose, or any intelligent being. And now

we take in rationality only, or intelligence: and a person is

something intelligent in opposition to the brutal creation. Indeed

there is something analogous to person even in brutes : and so it

is common to say he or she of them, in like manner as we speak

of persons. But still the common notion of person includes

intelligence: and I think Damascen" is very singular in bringing

in Tovbe top arnov under vTiooracris and itpocrutTiov, signifying

person. But perhaps he meant it of \nr6o-rao-is only, and did not

nicely distinguish. Thus far we are advanced, that person is

something which is the subject of intelligence. But still we are

not come far enough to fix the idea of a single person : for an

army, a council, a senate, is something which is the subject of

intelligence, something that understands and acts. We must

therefore be more particular : and at length we may bring it to

this : a single person is an intelligent agent, having t/ie distinctive

cfiaracters of I, thou, he ; and not divided nor distinguished into

more intelligent agents capable of the same characters. This defini

tion or description will, I think, take in all the ideas that man

kind have generally affixed to the word person, when understood

of a single person. I will shew this first negatively, and then

positively.

1. Negatively. An army, a senate, &c. is not a single person,

because divided into more. The Trinity, upon the Catholic

hypothesis, is not a single person, because distinguished into more

intelligent agents than one.

2. Positively. A man is a single person by the definition.

An angel is a single person by the same.

Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, a single person by the same.

Any separate soul, a single person also.

The 6eav6pa>-nos, or God-man, a single person : because not

divided nor distinguished into more intelligent agents than one,

having each of them the distinctive characters.

To clear this matter a little further, we must next distinguish

persons into several kinds : as, i. divided and undivided; a. simple

and compound: which, when explained, will, I hope, set this

whole affair in a true and full light.

i. As to the distinction of divided and undivided; all persons,

but the three divine Persons, are divided and separate from each

11 Damascen. Dialect, c. xliii. p. 46.
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other in nature, substance, and existence. They do not mutually

include and imply each other : therefore they are not only dis

tinct subjects, agents, or supposita, but distinct substances also.

But the divine Persons, being undivided, and not having any

separate existence independent on each other ; they cannot be

looked upon as substances, but as one substance distinguished

into several supposita, or intelligent agents.

2. As to the other distinction of simple and compound, it wili

appear what reason there is for it. An angel, or a soul,

(whether supposed first preexisting, or afterwards separated,) is

a simple person, and so is God the Father, or God the Holy

Glwst, upon the Catholic scheme. But man is a compound

person of soul and body. It is plain, that according to the

common idea ofperson, (which must here be our rule,) the body

goes to make up the person : otherwise we could not say James

or John is fat or lean, lore or tall, healthful or sickly, or the

like ; such things belonging to the body only, and yet belonging

to the person. If we suppose John's soul to have preexisted, it

would be a person in that preexistent state as much as after,

having all that belongs to the definition of a person : and by

taking a body afterward, the soul does not become magis persona,

but majorpersona: that is, the person is enlarged by the addition

of a body, but still altogether is considered but as one subject

with intelligence in it ; and all is but one Peter, one John, one /,

he, or thou, which completes the notion of a single person. Let

John die, the body is no longer part of the person, but the .

person goes where the intelligence rests ; the soul in this case

becomes, not minus persona, by the separation, but minor.

Our next example of a compound person is the OeavOpurnos,

consisting of the Logos, the soul, and the body. The Logos was

a Person before the incarnation, as much as after. But by

taking in a soul and body, the whole Person then is made up of

all three. And thus Christ is always represented in Scripture in

the same manner as any single person is represented ; one /, one

lie, one thou, whether he is spoken of with respect to what he is

as the Logos, or as having a soul or a body. The same Christ

mads the world, increased in tcisdom, was pierced with a spear:

in which three examples, it appears that the Logos, the soul, and

the body, all go to make up the one Person, the one compound

Person of Christ. And hence it is, that the churches of God,

following the common idea of a single person, which they found
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to suit with the Scripture representation of Christ, have rightly

and justly included all the three constituents in the one Person0.

These are my present thoughts of the word person, and the ideas

contained in it. If any man has any thing to object to it, I shall

be willing either more fully to explain, or else to alter the notion,

as I see reason for it. You will perceive that intelligent acting

substance is implied in every person ; and more persons are more

intelligent substances, whenever their substance is divided, but

not otherwise : and two intelligent substances are two persons,

where both have existed separately, or have been severally capable

of the distinctive characters, but not otherwise. You will also

perceive, that intelligent acting substance (that is, intelligent agent,

as you call it) is not equivalent to person, neither are the phrases

reciprocal. But to intelligent agent add, its not being divided, nor

distinguished into more intelligent agents having the same dis

tinctive characters ; and then, as I conceive, you complete the

notion of person, according as it has commonly passed with man

kind. I suppose not any of the divine Persons a person in a sense

different from the common meaning of the word person : they are

Persons in the same common sense of person ; but Persons of a

different kind, and differently circumstantiated from what human,

or angelical, or any other kinds ofpersons are. Thus person, like

triangle, appears to be the name for an abstract idea : and the

name is equally applicable to every kind of person, as the name of

triangle is to every kind of triangle.

QUERY XVI.

Whether by these (of the first column) and the like texts, adoration

and worship be not so appropriated to the one God, as to belong to

him only ?

Divine worship due

To the one God. To Christ.

They worshipped him, Luke xxiv.

52. Let all the angels of God wor

ship him, Heb. i. 6.

That all men should honour the

Thou shalt have no other gods he-

fore me, Exod. xx. 3.

Thou shalt worship the Lord thy

God, and him only shalt thou serve, Son, even as they honour the Father,

Matt. iv. 10. John v. 23.

UNDER this Query I fully proved, in my Defence, that,

0 Videmus duplicem statum, non Aoyov ivao-tt, rij na0' vnoaraaiv <j>v-

confusum, sed conjunctum in una tiki}. IvaBtmos rij aapxi, Sec. Irenai

Persona, Deum et hominem Jesum. Fragm. p. 347. 13ened.

Tertull. contr. Prax. c. 27. ToC 6«oC



654 A SECOND DEFENCE Qn. xvi.

according to Scripture and antiquity, adoration is due to God

alone, in opposition to all creature-worship whatever. You enter

very little, if at all, into the particulars of the evidence which I

produced : but you form two objections against the thing in

general, leaving me the part of a respondent, instead of under

taking it yourself, as was proper in answer to queries. Your two

objections are these : i . That if my arguments prove any thing,

they prove too much, viz. that Christ is the very Father himself.

2. That they again prove too much in disallowing all mediatorial

worship ; which, you think, is plainly warranted by Scripture and

antiquity.

1. As to your first pretence, it is founded only on the personal

characters, I, thou, he; seemingly excluding all persons but one.

To which it is answered, that there is no necessity arising from

any pretended force of the exclusive terms, for excluding all other

persons p : but there is a necessity, from the very end and design

of the Law, for excluding all other gods; and from the whole tenor

of Scripture, for excluding all creatures : so that my argument

proves what I intended to prove, and no more. And why have

you not answered, after you have been so often called upon, the

reasons I had offered in my Defence, and Preface to my Sermons,

against the receiving inferior gods to any degree of religious wor

ship ? Surely it should be your business to respond sometimes,

especially in reply to queries, and not merely to oppose.

2. As to your second pretence about mediatorial worship, first

borrowed from Pagans, handed on by Arians, and brought to our

own times by Papists ; I shall give it a large and distinct answer

presently. You have for some time (I mean you and your friends)

amused unthinking persons with a phrase, never yet distinctly

explained by you, but serving to delude such as can be content

with sounds instead of sense. I shall endeavour to search this

matter to the bottom, once for all ; and then shew how easy it is

to unravel your speculations on this head.

By mediatorial worship you intend some kind of worship to be

paid to Christ ; such as you have been pleased to invent for him,

rather than none. I do not find that you have secured any wor

ship at all to the Holy Ghost, (who is no mediator,) though all

antiquity has paid him worship. But you are so confused and

undeterminate in your account of mediatorial worship, that it is

not easy to discover what you precisely mean by it ; or perhaps

you yourself do not yet know what you intend. There are but two

p See my fourth Sermon, p. 84, &c. of this volume.
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general senses, so far as I conceive, to be put upon it ; though

these again are divided into many particular ones. The two I

speak of, are either, i . the making Christ the medium of worship ;

or, 2. the worshipping him under the character of a Mediator.

We must examine both these :

i. A medium of worship is a phrase of some latitude and am

biguity. It must be explained by instances and examples ; that

considering all cases which can well be thought of, we may at

last hit upon what you mean by mediatorial worship. An image

has been sometimes thought a medium of worship, when God is

supposed to be worshipped by and through an image : as in the

instance of the molten calf, and in the golden calves of Dan and

Bethel. Such mediatorial worship as this leaves very little honour

to the medium : all is supposed to pass through, to the ultimate

object. Thus the Egyptians, in worshipping the sacred animals,

supposed the worship to pass to the prototype, to the Deity

whereunto the animals belonged. This, I presume, is not your

notion of mediatorial worship : if it be, it is low indeed.

There may be a second sense of making a medium of worship :

as, if we were to pray to Christ, to pray for us. This is near

akin to the Romish doctrine of praying to saints and angels. If

this be what you mean by mediatorial worship, your opinion of

Christ may still be very low, as of one that gives us nothing

himself, but only asks another to give us. But, besides that

there is no warrant for praying to any thing less than God, and so

such a practice must be wholly unjustifiable; I conceive that this is

not what you mean by mediatorial worship, it being so extremely

low and dishonourable to suppose that he can himself do nothing

for us, especially having declared the contrary, John xiv. 13, 14.

There is a third sense of a medium of worship : as if we ask

the Father any thing by and through the merits of Jesus Christ.

If this be what you mean by mediatorial worship, I am afraid it

will amount to no worship at all upon your principles. You will

not say that the same worship is therein paid to both : and unless

you say that, you leave no worship at all for God the Son in such

addresses or applications.

There may be a fourth consideration of a medium of worship,

supposing Christ to be directly worshipped, but " to the glory of

" the Father :" the Father being imagined to be glorified

through Christ as through a medium. Now here I must ask,

Whether the worship supposed to be paid to Christ be supreme

or inferior ? You will not say supreme : and if it be inferior, it
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cannot be presumed to pass on to the supreme object, who would

not be honoured but affronted with inferior worship. It must

therefore rest in the inferior object, and so cannot be called

mediate, but ultimate worship. 1 must add, that no worship of a

creature can terminate in the Creator, or be for his glory, because

ho has absolutely forbidden all creature-worship : and therefore,

again, such worship as we are now supposing cannot be mediate,

but ultimate, terminating where it is offered.

Indeed, the Scripture never makes any difference between

directing and terminating worship ; but supposes it always to

terminate in the object to which it is directed, or offered.

God interprets all image-worship, or creature-worship, as termi

nating in the image, or creature, to which it is offered. When

the Israelites worshipped the. calf, they " offered sacrifice to an

idol," not to God; and they " worshipped the molten image,"

not God, in doing it ; however they might intend and mean it

(as they certainly did) for the Jehovah. They are said to have

" forgot God their Saviour," (Psalm cvi. 21,) notwithstanding

their intention to remember him in it; because it was not re

membering him in a manner suitable to his commandment,

which was to offer worship to God only. So also Jeroboam is

said to have made other gods, and to have cast " God behind his

" back," (1 Kings xiv. 9. 2 Chr. xiii. 11.) notwithstanding his

intention to terminate all the worship in the true Jehovah. I

may add, that when St. John was preparing to offer worship to

an angel, (whether out of a sudden transport, or not then know

ing that it was a mere angel,) no doubt but he designed the

glory of God, and to terminate all worship there : and yet it is

observable, that the angel, notwithstanding, bade him " worship

" God ;" intimating, that it is not worshipping of God, unless

the worship be directly offered to God. Dr. Clarke 1 has a fancy,

that the idolatry of such as worshipped the true God through

mediums of their own inventing, lay only in their making idol-

mediators, such as God had not allowed them to have. But this

notion is very peculiar, and has no foundation in Scripture or

antiquity. To pay religious worship to any thing is, in Scripture

style, making a God of it. This is true, even of what is called

mediate or relative worship; as I have before instanced in the

case of the golden calf, and the calves of Dan and Bethel. And

Laban's teraphims, or images, which were supposed to be no more

than symbols or mediums of the worship of the Jehovah, (for

1 Clarke's Script. Doct. p. 344. 2nd ed.
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Laban worshipped, as some believe, the true Godr,) are called

gods*; because worship was offered directly to them, instead of

being offered immediately to God. To make any medium of wor

ship was setting up other gods, not other mediators ; strange gods,

not strange mediators ; it was robbing God, not any mediator, of

his honour ; and making an idol-god, not an idol-mediator. The

idolaters are never charged with mistaking the medium, but mis

taking the object ; not with having false mediators, but false gods ;

not for worshipping those that were not mediators by office, but

those that by nature were no gods ; for worshipping the creature,

not instead of the mediator, but instead of the " Creator, who

" is blessed for ever." Such is the constant language both of the

Old and New Testament, which never fix the charge upon the

setting up false mediators or mediums of worship ; nor ever in

sert any caution against it: so weak and groundless is the

Doctor's notion of idol-mediators. What then is the result, you

will ask, of this reasoning \ Does not the worship of Christ ter

minate in the glory of God the Father I Admit that it does so :

then certainly the worship of Christ is not creature-worship. For

since all worship terminates in the object to which it is directed

or offered, if the same act of worship, offered to Christ, termi

nates in God the Father; then the case is plain that it ter

minates in both, and both are one undivided object. Having

considered the several senses of a medium of worship, and shewn

that none of them will answer your purpose, I come now,

i. To consider the worship of Christ under the character of a

Mediator, and to see what sense we can make of mediatorial

worship under that view. A Mediator may be considered two

ways, according to the ancients; a Mediator by nature, and

Mediator by office. The first and principal sense of a Mediator

(/xetrtnjy) between God and man, is a Person partaking of the

nature of both, perfect God and perfect man. In this sense,

principally, the ancient Christians constantly understood Christ

to be a Mediator. So Irenaeus, Melito, Clemens, Hippolytus,

Tertullian, Cyprian, Xovatian, and others of the Ante-Nicenes ;

whose testimonies I have placed in the margin1. As to Post-

r Gen. xxxi. 49, 53.

s Gen. xxxi. 30. Josh. xxiv. 3.

1 El firj avvTjvwth} 6 av&pmiros tg> 6cu

ovk iv ijivvr)6r) pertHTx*"' T>jr acap

nias, foti yap iit(TiTr)v Bfov Tt koi av-

Qp&ntov, 6ut TTji iSias npbs ixartpovs

oiKftuTTjTOi (is fpiXiay Kat opovotav tovs

WATERLAND, VOL. II.

dftfportpovs trvvayayuv. lren. p. 211.

ed. Bened.

Qros yap 2>v, opoii tc Kat audpamos

WAftoff, 6 avros ras ovo avrov ov&ias

eVioroxraTo rjpiv. Melito, Cav. H. Li.

vol. ii. p. 33.

6«u£ «V dv6pama>, Kat 6 aydpanos

U U
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Nicenes, since no doubt can be mode of them, I content myself with

referring to Petavius, who has collected their testimonies".

Now, if you would but please to understand mediatorial tcor-

skip conformably to this true and ancient sense of Mediator, we

might not perhaps despair of coming to some terms of agreement.

For mediatorial worship, thus understood, would nearly coincide

with what we call divine. It would be worshipping Christ be

cause, with the human nature, he is possessed also of the divine,

and is therefore strictly and properly adorable, as well as the

Father.

But Mediator may be considered also in respect of office, with

out considering the nature at all : and this, I presume, is the

sense you contend for. Accordingly, for the most part, by

mediatorial worship, you seem to intend some inferior kind of

worship payable to our Lord considered as mediating, or as

executing the office of a Mediator between God and man. Now

we must confess that Christ is really Mediator by office, as well as

by nature: but how this can ever justify you in making a new and

an inferior worship, and calling it mediatorial, we understand

not. Fanciful men will have their peculiarities: and it is a

wonder to me, you have not yet invented twenty several kinds of

worship, superior and inferior, for God the Father. For the

purpose ; you may consider him as King, and so you may present

him with regal worship ; or as King of kings, and then it will be

super-regal. You may consider him as Judge, your particular

Judge, and so present him with judicial worship : but if you

consider him further as Judge of all men, nay, and as Judge of

angels, or of the whole system of creatures, the worship will be

Qf6s. Kai to 6f\rjfia rov varpbs 6 ptai-

rrjs (kt&u. fifairrjs yap 6 \6yas 6 kol-

vbs dp<boiv' Sfov piv vlos, aarrjp 8i

avdpimav. Clem. Alex. p. 25 1.

"lva de dei^Ojj to trvvaptporcpov H^av

(V cavra rrp* Tf roO 0fot» ovtrtav Kat TTjv

«£ avQpamtav, o)s Kai 6 diroaTo\os \tyti,

futrirnv 6fo0 rat avBpamav avSpamos

Xptoros 'Iijo-oCs. 6 Of pfairrjc (vdi av-

Bpimov oil yivtrai, dX\a Bio. iSa olv

rov Xpiarov Qfoii icai dvdpwrav, prai'

TTjv ytvopAvov nap* dp<poTtpa>v dppafiwvd

nva fiKijcpti/ai, Iva <pavg dvo Trpoaaman

fuo-iTf]!. Hippol. vol. ii. p. 45.

Hie sequester Dei atque hominurn

appellutus ; ex utriusque partis depo<

sito commisso sibi. In another plac»,

utriusque substantia. Tertull. de Resuf.

Cam. c. 51. contr. Prax. c. 28.

Deus cum homine miscetur. Hie

Deus, hie Christus est, qui Mediator

duorum, hominem induit quern per-

ducat ad Patrem. Cypr. deldol. Van.

p. 15.

Quoniam si ad hominem veniebat ;

lit Mediator Dei et hominurn esse de-

beret, oportuit ilium cum eo esse, et

Verbum carnem fieri ; ut in semetipso

concordiam confibularet terrenorum

pariter atque caelestium ; dum utrius

que partis in se connectens pignora,

et Deum homini et hominem Deo

copularet. Novat. c. 18.

Mediam inter Deum et hominem

substantiam gerens Deum fuisse

et hominem, ex utroque genere per-

tnistum. Ladant. 1. iv. c. 13.

u Dogm. Th. torn. v. part. 2.
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then most highly and superlatively judicial. You may next

consider him as Creator, woojttjs, without an article, and then

you are to present him (pardon the novelty of the phrase) with

creatorial worship: but if you consider him further as tlie Creator,

6 iroHjri/s, with an article, the worship then becomes eminently

creatorial. You may next consider him as Protector, as Deliverer,

or Defender, and each of these in a higher or a lower sense:

and hence may arise as many several icorships. Nay. when

your hand is in, every attribute you consider him under will bo

a distinct foundation of a particular worship : and so you will

have worships innumerable, to pay to one and the same Person.

But you will say, that these many worships are all but one wor

ship of the one divine Father under variety of conceptions.

Right : and so, though the Son be considered as Mediator, as

Judge, as Creator, as King, &c. in our worship of him, these are

all but one worship of the one divine Son, under variety of

conceptions. The worship then both of Father and Son centering

in this, that they are both divine, this makes it divine worship :

and divine worship being one with itself, it is very manifest that

the worship of both is one.

Aye but, says the learned Doctor x, " There is an adoration

" due to Christ as Mediator, which cannot possibly be paid to

" the one supreme God ;" supreme Father he means. And

what is there in this, more than an affected manner of express

ing what every body allows, that Father and Son have distinct

personal characters and offices ? He need not have gone thus

round about : the shorter way would have been to divide

adoration into two sorts, paternal and filial; and to plead that

one of these worships can never be paid to the Sou, any more

than the other to the Father, because the Son must never be

considered as Father, nor the Father as Son. But had the

Doctor remembered that both may be considered as divine, and

that divine worship is but one, he might have perceived that

there is no foundation for the two worships which he is intro

ducing : unless he has a mind to bring in a hundred worships as

well as two; which may be easily done in the way he has taken.

The truth of the case is this ; worship has an immediate respect

to the divinity of the Person to be worshipped. That must bo

presupposed in all religious worship : otherwise such worship is

idolatry; as hath been proved. This foundation being laid,

x See Clarke's Script. Doctr. p. 343. 2nd ed. Modest Plea, &c. Corftinued,

P-33-

u u 2
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whatever personal characters or offices we consider the Person

worshipped under ; divine goes along with all : it is a divine

Mediator, a divine Priest, a divine Prophet, a divine King : and

so our worship of him never wants its proper object, never moves

from its proper foundation, but remains constantly the same.

Our considering the Son under the character or office of Media

tor does not hinder us from considering him as God at the same

time, (indeed Mediator, in strictness, implies it,) any more than

our considering the Father as King, Judge, Preserver, or Rewarder,

hinders us from considering him also as divine.

All the acts and offices of Christ, relative to us, are only so

many manifestations of his goodness, power, wisdom, and other

attributes, which attributes are founded in his divine nature,

which nature is common to the Father and him : thus all our

acknowledgments centre and terminate in one and the same

divine nature ; and all the particular worships amount to no

more than one worship, one divine worship belonging equally

to both.

Having thus far cleared my way, I may now proceed to

examine what you have done under this Query. But I should

first observe to the reader what you have not done, that he may

be the more fully apprised of your manner of disputation : which

is to answer difficulties, by slipping them over without notice.

I urged the great design of the Law and of the Gospel to

exclude inferior, as well as other supreme deities ; you take no

notice. I urged, that even miracles could not suffice for the

introducing another God: you are profoundly silent. I pleaded,

that the reasons of worship which God insists upon are such as

exclude all creatures: not a word do you give in answer. I

shewed, (vol. i. p. 41a,) that any man with your distinction of

sovereign and inferior worship, might have eluded every law

about sacrificing to the true God only : you have nothing to say

to it. I pleaded the impropriety of absolute and relative sa-

crificey, vows, oaths, fcc, not a syllable do you reply. I pleaded

several texts of Scripture, and several examples against creature-

worship, and against your distinction made from the intention of

the worshipper : all is passed over. I further pressed you with

y Sacrifice, without distinction of mitive Church, and esteemed by them

absolute and relative, supreme and in- as the purest and best sacrifices,

ferior, the outward act of sacrificing. Sec Just. Mart. Dial. p. 340. Jeb.

was always looked upon as appropriate lrenaeus, 1. iv. c. 1 7. p. 249. Clem,

to Go*. Now prayers were of the Alex. p. 848. Tertull. ad Scap. c. 2.
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the practice and principles of the primitive martyrs ; of which

you take no notice. You have indeed something to oppose in

favour of the other side of the question : but is it my business

only to answer objections ? I thought you had undertook to

answer queries; to clear something, and not to be always in

the way of puzzling. But let us see however what you have in

the way of objection. I have answered your two principal pleas

already : I am now to seek for some of the slighter pretences.

You find fault with me (p. 357,) for making the nature of God,

not the Person, the object of worship. But what if I make three

Persons the object (which is the truth of the case) on account

of their divine nature ? Is there any thing more absurd in this,

than in your making one Person, on account of his perfections,

that is, of his nature ? And where is the difference between you

and me, but that you worship individual living substance, which

you confine to one Person ; and I, individual living substance,

which I suppose common to more Persons? You the to Qtiov in

one Person ; I the to &elov in more than one.

You say, " the texts of the Old Testament relate not to an

" indefinite Person, but definitely to the Person of the Father."

Yet many of them (in the judgment of all antiquity) relate to

the person of the Son, as we have seen before : and that none of

them are ever meant indefinitely is what you can never prove «.

However, if you could, you would still be far from proving your

point. For, supposing God, or Jehovah, to be always taken per

sonally, sometimes denoting the Person of the Son, abstracting

from the consideration of the Father, and sometimes denoting

the Person of the Father, abstracting from the consideration of

the Son ; it might still be nevertheless true, that Jehovah is one,

both Father and Son.

You attempt, (p. 360,) to prove that the worship of the Son

is " subordinate, mediate, relative." You quote Heb. i. 6, and

infer that the angels are to worship him, " not as supreme, but

" by the command of the Father." Wonderful ! that if the

Father has ever commanded any one to worship himself, (as he

often has,) his worship therefore is not supreme. Has not our

Saviour commanded us to worship the Father ; is his worship

therefore not supreme? Sure, arguments must run very low

with you, or you would not trifle at this rate. As to Heb. i. 9,

I have answered it above : and as to John v. 23, Christ is not

worshipped because God committed judgment to him : but God

1 See my Sermons, p. 99, &c. of this volume.
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committed it to him for this end and purpose, that men might be

sensible of the dignity and divinity of his Person, and thereupon

worship him. The prophecy of Daniel (chap. vii. 13.) speaks of

a kingdom, and a dominion, in a particular sense ; as 1 Cor. xv.

speaks of a kingdom to be received by the Father : this is all

economical, and makes nothing for your purpose. But your

argument is calculated for the Socinian hypothesis, rather than

the Arian. The ancient Arians would have condemned such

men as you, for their low thoughts of our Saviour. They did

not worship him merely as having a judgment or a kingdom

committed to him, but as being Creator*. You throw together

(p. 361, 362.) a multitude of texts, proving only that Christ is

Mediator. Does any Christian doubt of it ? There is not a

syllable about absolute and relative, sovereign and inferior prayer :

which is what you were to shew. A Mediator may be a divine

Mediator notwithstanding : and so all your pretences vanish into

air. And what if it be said, (Rev. v. 9, 12.) " Worthy is the

" Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wis-

" dom, and strength, and honour, and glory:" and if it be said,

" Unto him that loved us, and washed us, &c. be glory and

" dominion," Rev. i. 5, 6, what are we to learn from thence ? Here

is nothing said of the foundation of Worship : but the Person is

described under his proper and peculiar characters, and such as

may recommend him to our affections. Not a word is there of

mediatorial worship, or of any thing like it. And if his being

God, or God supreme, be not assigned as the reason for worship

ping him, doth it therefore follow that he is not to be worshipped

as God supreme ? By the same argument, you might as well

prove, that neither is the Father to be worshipped as supreme

God. We find it said, (Eph. iii. 20, 21,) " Unto him that is

" able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or

" think, according to the power that worketh in us ; unto him

" be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus," &c. The reason

here assigned for worshipping the Father, is not his being

supreme God, but only his being " able to do more than we can

" ask or think." So again in the Book of Revelations, (ch. xix.

1,2,) "Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power unto the

" Lord our God ; for true and righteous are his judgments," &c.

Here the reason assigned is not his being supreim God, but his

being true and rigMeous. Again, in chapter iv. ver. II, " Thou

* Christum colimus ut Creatorem. Sertn. Arian. ap. Augustin. p. 623.

Maximin. ap. August, p. 663.
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" art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power :

" for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are

" and were created." Here the reason assigned for worshipping

the Father, is not that he is supreme God, but that he " created

" all things for his pleasure :" which reason, though not ex

pressly applied in this manner to God the Son, is yet equally

applicable in virtue of Heb. i. 10. and Col. i. 16. I own that

supreme God is implied in this last title of Creator : which how

ever is equally true, either of Father or Son. I observed in my

Sermons b, how frequent it is for the Father himself to insist

upon what he had done for men ; claiming their worship upon

those moving reasons, or motives: and what wonder is it, if

some much greater and more endearing works of God the Son

be mentioned as motives to our worship of him ? the foundation

still of worship stands as before ; which is wholly to be resolved

into the infinite excellency and divinity of his Person0. You

pretend to say, that " the worship of the Father is founded

" principally in his supreme, independent, underived power," &c.

If you mean any thing contrary to me, you mean, on his self-

existence, or being unbegotten, as distinct from necessary existence.

Shew me one text of Scripture for it, at your leisure. You do

not pretend any : but you speak of all antiquity ; not knowing

what you say, nor whereof you affirm. You should have shewn

me who, and what ancients ever founded his worship in his being

Father, or unbegotten ; and not in his being God.

After abundance of trifling, you come at length to make some

reply to what I had urged from antiquity'1 : only you first take

notice of my charging youe with slipping over a difficulty, by

putting honour, an ambiguous word, instead of worship and

adoration. The reason I had for it is, that worship and adoration

stand for exterior acts; whereas honour may stand for either

interior or exterior, and is therefore more ambiguous. Exterior

acts have their signification fixed and determined by circum

stances, and do not depend upon the intention of the mind to

make their signification higher and lower; as mental honour

does. This therefore was the reason of my blaming you for

changing worship into honour. The difference of these two is

easily seen in this instance : equality and inequality of honour

are proper expressions : but equality or inequality of sacrifice

b P. 1 15, 1 16 of tbU volume. 11 Defence, vol. i. p. 418, &c.

c See the Preface to my Sermons, c Ibid. p. 411,421.

at the beginning of this volume.
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(an outward act) is very improper. Now our dispute was about

outward acts. The foundation I went upon was this ; that in

order to have God's authority and superlative excellency owned,

there should be some outward visible acts, which we call worship,

appropriated to God, to put a visible difference between God and

the creature. For herein lies the manifestation of that inward

sense we have of his superlative excellencies and perfections:

and the confounding this difference, by applying these peculiar

and appropriated acts to any creature, is the great sin of idolatry.

The inward intention is of no moment in thie case : for if the

outward acts be the same, how then shall God be outwardly dis

tinguished (as he ought to be) in the honours paid to him,

above the creatures \ This consideration is alone sufficient to cut

off every plea and pretence for offering religious worship to any

but God. You have first a distinction of supreme and inferior,

of ultimate and mediate worship : but that is utterly unserviceable,

because it would not so much as exclude the worship even of

Pagan deities (if considered as inferior) along with the true God.

You may next say, that worship should not be paid to any

inferior gods, that stand in opposition to the true and supreme

God : and yet neither will this restriction sufficiently answer the

purpose ; since it does not exclude the worship of saints or angels,

friends of God, and not opposite to him. You may retreat to a

further restriction, that even inferior religious worship must be

paid to none but such as God has nominated, and allowed to be

worshipped : which, you may think, will effectually exclude all

but Christ. But after you have thus far followed your own

inventions, in your several restrictions, and qualifyings of an

absolute command; there is still this invincible reason against

them all, that whereas there ought to be some peculiar outward

acts (as sacrifice was formerly) appropriated to God, as exterior

acknowledgments of his infinite excellencies and perfections

above his creatures; by these restrictions and limitations, all such

peculiarity of exterior acknowledgments is taken away, and it is

made impossible even for God himself to prescribe any. Now

you see why I found fault ; and that I had some reason for it.

But you ask me, why then did I " found Christ's worship upon

"John v. 23," which speaks only of honour ? The reason is plain :

if I am to honour the Son, even as 1 honour the Father ; 1 must

signify it by the same outward expressions, that is, by worship.

The text then is very much to my purpose ; though honour and

worship aro not the same thing, but differing as the internal
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thought and the outward manifestation. Now let us come to the

ancients, upon this head of worship.

I shewed by plain testimonies what their doctrine was ; viz.

to worship God alone, the Creator, in opposition to the creature.

You take no notice of the last particular ; because it was very

material, and pressed hard upon your scheme. But you observe,

by the "alone God" is evidently meant "the God and Father

" of all." I am persuaded you, in the main, are right in your

observation : and now the question will be, whether when they

proposed the Father as the only God, they intended it in oppo

sition only to false gods and creature-gods, admitting a latitude

in the exclusive terms ; or whether they intended any distinction

of worship, making it supreme and inferior, absolute and relative,

ultimate and mediate. This is a question which will admit of an

easy and a certain decision, upon a due consideration of circum

stances. There are but two ways of making this matter out ;

either by admitting some latitude in the exclusive terms, so that

the Father shall be understood to be the only God in opposition

to creatures and false gods ; or by admitting some distinction

and degrees of worship, that supreme worship may be due to the

Father as the highest God, and inferior to the Son as an inferior

Deity. Now this, I say, will be easily decided. If, when the

ancients speak of worshipping one God, the Father, they either

say, that he alone is to be sovereignly, or absolutely worshipped ;

or if they found his title to worship upon his being Father, or

unbegotten, rather than upon his being God ; or if they admit

any inferior God, or any other God besides the Father ; then

you will have something to plead from the ancients for your

opinion. But, on the other hand, if they never mention ttco

tcorships or two Gods ; if they mean, when they speak of worship

as due to God alone, not sovereign worship only, but all religious

worship ; if they suppose the Son not to bo another God, but one

God with the Father ; and if they intimate their intention to be

to exclude creature*, or false gods, not God the Son ; then the

case will be manifest, that they used the exclusive tertns, not

with utmost strictness, but with a proper latitude ; and this will

bo the true way of interpreting the ancients. That this latter is

really the case, is evident to every man that is at all conversant

with the ancients : and he that thinks otherwise must either

never have read them, or have read them with very little judg

ment. Their way was to speak of the one God in opposition to

all false deities ; and by the one God they meant principally the
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Father, as first in conception, and first in order j but always with

a reserve for the Son and Holy Ghost, reckoned to him, and in

cluded in him : so that the Father, considered with what naturally

belonged to him, was the one God of the Christians in opposition

to all other deities. This is so clearly and so evidently the cur

rent and prevailing notion of the ancients, that I scruple not to

say,' that they who see not this, see nothing. I shall briefly

consider the testimonies I before gave, and then conclude this

article.

Justin Martyr says, "God alone is to be worshippedf." He

does not say sovereignly, or absolutely, but barely worshipped:

neither does he say, Worship him alone as supreme God, to in

sinuate any inferior God: and therefore it is evident that Justin

was not in your scheme of two Gods and two worships, but in mine

of one God and one worship ; considering the Father primarily

as the one God, not exclusive of the Son.

Athenagorass lays the stress upon worshipping the Creator,

in opposition to creatures : so that it is plain he was in my prin

ciples, not yours : besides that he says nothing of sovereign and

inferior worship.

Theophilush speaks of worship simply, not sovereign worship

as due to God alone : and the reason he gives why the king is

not to be worshipped, is not because he is not underived or

unbegottcn, but because he is not God.

Tatian' denies worship (not sovereign worship only) to the

creatures.

Tertulliank is express against any inferior worship, any worship

at all but to the one God; in which one God, as every body

knows, he includes all the three Persons.

Clemens Alexandrinus 1 has not a word that looks favourable

to the distinction of supretne and inferior worship ; but he con-

f 0fOP fltV pOVOV npoo-Kwovptv.

Apol. i. cap. 23. Tok Otov povov 3«

ffpOaKVVc'lV. Cap. 21.

f Ov tovtov, dXXa tov Tf\viTT)v avrov

irpotrKwrjTtov. Athen. p. 55* rat

b*vvap€ts npoalovTC fcpancvopcv, dXXa

tov notTjTtjv ai/ruiv Kai htartorr^v. p. 56.

h Ata Tt oil jrpoo'Kvvus tov fiao~i\€a ;

on ovk tis to 7rpoo'Kvv(1o'6ai ytyovtv

— &(6s yap ovk toriv, dXXa avdpta-

rros, Sec. Theoph. p. 30. ovk «XXa> *£oV

(art irpoo~Kvviio~6ai aXX* rj povat

Tht-oph. p. 33.

' bypiovpyiav ttjv vrr avrov y*y*-

vrjptvrjv x^PLV *lP&v rtpoaKvvtiv ov 6VXa».

Tatian. p. 18. Stf&iv Si rS>v <rroix<t(i>v

Trjv vnoo-Taaiv ovr av ntia8t'a\v, &c.

p. 79.
k Quod colimus Deus unus est.

Tertvll. Apol. cap. 17. Praescribitur

mihi ne quem alium Deum dicam, ne

quern alium adorem, aut guoqtto modo

venerer, prater unicum ilium qui ita

mandat. Scorpiace, cap. 4. Conf.

Prax. cap. 31. Orat. cap. 2. cum notis

Albaspinaei.

1 See the passages in my Defence,

vol. i. p. 419. Comp. p. 424.
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fines all worship to the Creator, excluding all creatures from it,

making no medium between Creator and creature.

Irenams™ speaks of adoring or worshipping; but not a word

of sovereign, or absolute adoration : and it is reason sufficient with

him against the worship of any thing, that it is a creature:

which you take no notice of.

Origen n also is express against the worship of any creature;

which you observe not, though before hinted. Neither does he

speak of supreme worship, but <M worship, when he confines it

to the Creator, to the divine nature, to 0«loi>, to the eternal and

uncreated nature of God. You pretend, that to &elov is a figu

rative way of speaking for i ®(bs, like the King's Majesty for the

King, p. 356. But I affirm, on the contrary, (which is sufficient

against your bare affirmation,) that it generally, if not always,

signifies the divine nature, or substance0, considered as the subject

of divine perfections.

As to Origen in particular, in his piece against Celsus, I know

not that he any where uses the phrase of to Qttov, but where it

either must or may bear the sense I contend for. See p. 158,

159, 226, 321, 374, 375, 376, 377, 392. And, I think, if what

Origen has in p. 342 be Well considered, it may suffice to de

termine the dispute about the sense of to Qelov in him. For

there he plainly uses Tt ®dov to denote that which is divine in

our Lord, (as distinguished from his human nature,) viz. The

only-begotten of God ; intimating that his substance is very dif

ferent in that respect : "AAAoy 6 wepl tovtov, koI tt/s ovo-tai airov,

Aoyos coti, Tiapa tov iifpl tov voovpAvov Kara rov \i)ctovv avOpumov.

And he afterwards gives the name of toC Qdov to that very

divinity, or divine nature, which he supposes in our Lord together

with the manhoodv.

The like may be said of Clemens's use of the phrase, who

likewise includes the Son in the to Qthv0-, as observed above1".

m Dominum Deum tuum adofare known thing, which nobody conver-

oportet et ipsi soli servire, et non ere- sant in the Greek Fathers can doubt

dere ei qui falso promisit ea qua? Hon of.

aunt sua; H<ec omnia tibi dabo, si Greg. Nyss. p. 89, 92, 145, 147,

procidens odoraveris me. Neque enim 161, 162, 165, 166, 167, 168, 170, 180,

conditio sub ejus potestate est, quan- 181, 191, 203, 264, 281, 291, 294,

doquidem et ipse unus de crtaturis 301, 302, 303, 319, 327, 329, 412,

est. hen. p.320. 427. 448,451,453, 457, 471.

n See the passages collected in my v Tu ntpi tov '\r)o~oiv rolvvv Ka06

Defence, vol. i. p. 419, 420. piv wyw/rai dtonyri iv airra irpa-x&ivra,

0 The reader may see several plain to-riv ucrta, xal ov pa^optva 177 ntp'i

examples in Gregory Nyss. contr. tov Btiov tvvoia. Orig. p. 343.

Eunom. It is not worth tha while to 1 Clem. Alex. p. 452.

search or cite many authorities for a r Query VIII. p. 584 of this vol.
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other places" of Clemens, where the phrase is also used, may be

compared at leisure. To 0eioi> and 6 0«dy may sometimes in

differently stand for each other : but a judicious reader may

often observe to &tiov to be used where 6 0«ds would be very

improper, and so vice versa. God considered substantially, as res

divina, is the proper notion of to Qtiov, \duov ytvos, or dtlov

irpayna,] and not considered according to personal characters,

acts, or offices. It would be improper to say, for instance, that

the to Qeiov begat, or sent his Son, or did acts of mercy, or the

like. I need not give more instances : an intelligent reader will

easily perceive, from the circumstances, where to Qeiov is the

more proper phrase, and where 6 ©eo's. To return to Origen.

You translate aytvnTov <pvaiv in Origen', unoriginate nature,

instead of uncreated nature : which is the constant sense of

aylvr)Tov in that treatise of Origen, opposed to yevrp-ov, a name

for created, mutable, and perishing things. You have no instance

in all Catholic antiquity where worship is put upon the un-

derivedness of the Father, any further than as it implies necessary

existence : nor a single example to prove a distinction of two

worships, one supreme and the other inferior. Some pretences

of yours relating hereto will be examined in the next Query.

QUERY XVII.

Whether, notwithstanding, worship and adoration he not equally

due to Christ ; and consequently, whether it must not follow that

he is the one God, and not (as t/ie Arians suppose) a distinct

inferior Being?

YOU here begin with repeating your argument from the

personal characters, I, thou, he : which has been often answered.

You go on (p. 368) to argue for mediate worship, because the

worship of the Son is to the glory of the Father. I might here

insist upon it (as an ingenious gentleman" hath lately done) that

the words, Kvpios 'Itjo-oC? Xpwroy ets bo'£av ®eov riarpoy, may be

justly rendered, The Lord Jews Christ is (or Jesus Christ is Lord)

in the glory of God the Father : which rendering, agreeable to the

Italic, and some other versions, would entirely defeat your argu

ment. But allowing the common construction, and that the

" Clem. Alex. p. 50, 53, 58, 113, and other Latins, bo read and under-

704, 778, 829, 836, 841, 845, 848. stand Phil. ii. 11.

' Orig. contr. Cels. p. 189. 'O owe akXorpios OtoS i>v, aXXo clt

a Mr. Wade's short Inquiry into 86£av Btov irarp6s. Epiphan. p. 973.

the Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 55. Conf. 880.

N. B. Cyprian, Novatian, Hilary,
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worship of God the Son terminates in God the Father ; still it is

manifest, for that very reason, that it is not an inferior worship,

because then it could not terminate in the Father, being unwor

thy of him. Nor indeed can any act of worship extend to both.

unless both be one object, as before shewn. As to the same act

of worship being considered as ultimately resting in the Father,

it is because the divine nature to which the worship is paid is

considered primarily in the Father, though belonging equally

to both. You object that, by this account, no worship is paid

to the Father, but to the substance or essence of the Father.

Ridiculous ; as if worshipping the divine substance aspersonalized

in the Father, were not the same thing with worshipping the

Father's Person. Pray, what is the Person of the Father but

living, acting, intelligent substance ? Do you mean, by intelligent

agent, intelligent and acting nothing ? " All worship," you say,

" is personal:" and I say every person is substance: therefore

worship may as well be called substantial, as personal, amounting,

in this case, to the same thing. And if worship be paid to three

Persons, is it not truly personal, as well as when paid to one I

Your quotation from Bishop Pearson is nothing to the point in

hand, but wide and foreign as possible. I had observed, in my

Defence, that you had many things to say, in hopes to lessen the

honour attributed to the Son in Scripture. Upon this, you go

solemnly to prayers : " I pray God forgive you the injury you

" here do me." I thank you for your charitable prayer, if really

such. But had you put it up from your closet, instead of sending

it from the press ; there would have been less suspicion either of

affectation or malice in it. As keen a satire and as bitter a revenge

may appear in the shape of a prayer as in any other form. The

great injury, it seems, lies only in the word hopes ,• an expression

perhaps not so exactly proper or accurate : a candid construc

tion of it would have been a much surer token of a forgiving and

charitable temper, than this unusual sally of devotion thrown out

upon so slight an occasion. But let us pass on.

You tell me, (p. 371.) of "building my notion of religious

worship upon metaphysical speculations which is doing me a

great injury, and laying your own faults to my charge. I

build my notion upon plain Scriptures, the universal suffrage of

antiquity, (till the time that praying to saints and angels came

in,) and upon the principles and practices of the Jews before

Christ ; who always looked upon creature-worship as idolatry.

You build your dissent to such a cloud of witnesses upon no
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thing, that I can yet perceive, but some metaphysical specula

tions about self-existence, generation being an act, acts being all

acts of the mil, necessary generation being coaction, and the

like. And when, in the strength of these speculations, you

have discarded God the Son from the one Godhead; then you

have recourse to such principles as Pagans first, and Papists

since, have made use of in favour of idolatry, to bring in the

worship of the Son at a back-door ; instead of fixing it where

Scripture, and antiquity, and all sober Christians have ever fixed

it. You ask me, if I " really think that the worship of the

" Father does as much terminate finally in the Son, as the wor-

" ship of the Son terminates finally in the Father V But let me

ask you, do you really think that any creature-worship, any

inferior worship terminates in the Father? I have shewn you

that it does not, and cannot. Your own argument therefore

turns upon yourself. Either the supposed inferior worship ter

minates in the Son, and then it is idt'irnate ; or it terminates in

the Father, and then it is supreme: choose which you please.

I say, what I take to be sense and truth, that it terminates in

the divine nature, considered primarily in the Father and deri

vatively in the Son : and now all is right. You ask, if the Son's

" glorifying the Father" means the very same thing with the

" Father's glorifying the Son I" Yes, the very same thing : how

can you doubt of it, when you read John xvii. i ? And as to

Phil. ii. 9. I question not its meaning being the very same.

I allowed, that prayers are generally to be offered rather

through, than to the Son, because of his being Mediator. You

ask, how this is consistent with the allowing no distinction of

mediate and ultimate worship? You should have shewn how

it is inconsistent : but you choose rather to amuse your reader

with words, where you give him no distinct ideas. Either the

Son is not worshipped in this case, or he is worshipped : if he is

not, there is no mediate worship ; if he is, then in worshipping

the Father through him, his divinity, and essential union with the

Father, (which alone can render our services accepted, and unite

us to God,) are at the same time acknowledged. And so the

worship of both is one, being an acknowledgment of the same

divine excellencies under a distinction of Persons and offices.

Where do you find two different worships, more than two

different rtatures in these cases ? Only the worship, as the nature,

being one, is considered primarily in the Father, and secondarily

in the Son : this is all you can make of it. You will never
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prove any thing of inferior worship, unless you can first prove

the nature of the Son to be inferior to the Father. Why then

do you not come to the pinch of the question, instead of

amusing us with little cavils wide of the point ? You fall to your

usual quibbling with abstract essence, which has been often

answered. You proceed to repeat your pretence about derived

and underived ; which indeed makes, in a manner, the sum total

of your Reply; having little else to retreat to when pressed.

Yet you love not metaphysical speculations. Let us see, how

ever, what these curious things are : " that is, either derived

" and underived are the same, and the Son has the underived

" perfections of the Father derivatively : or else self-existence

" and underived self-sufficiency are no perfection at all." Here

is nothing in this matter but quibbling upon the word same ;

which must admit of a closer and larger sense : or else there is

no such thing as same substance or sameperfection in the world : I

am sure in your way of considering every thing as extended, there

is not. To answer them more directly ; the perfections of the

Father and of the Son are equal, and the same in kind, though

differing in the manner of existing, underivaticely , and deriva

tively : and they arc also the same in number, by reason of their

inseparable unity and coexistence. That union is sufficient to

make sameness, numerical sameness, you must allow, as I have

often hinted : otherwise how do you suppose innumerable ex

tended parts of substance to make one numerical substance ? Or

will you venture to say, that they are the same specifically, and

no otherwise, making many substances in number, though the

same in kind? These metaphysical subtilties therefore ought to

be dismissed, as being of no use in our present question. The

same substance or the same perfections may be both derived and

undericed ; allowing such a sense of same as you admit yourself

in other cases.

I charged you with begging the question all the way, as con

founding a distinction of Persons with difference of nature. You

have nothing to say to nature. But what is the meaning of

this shifting, but shutting your eyes against a necessary distinc

tion, which at once discovers the fallacy of your reasonings, and

leaves you utterly destitute of any further reply ? It is not that

you understand not nature : but you understand it too well to be

ever capable of getting over so clear and plain a distinction.

You have nothing further worth notice, till you come to con

sider anti/juity, p. 375.
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I began with Justin Martyr, shewing that he maintains the

worship of the Son ; and upon my principles, not yours. You

cite some passages out of him to prove the contrary. I stand

amazed at your note, p. 375, wherein you insinuate, as if Justin

were for the worship of angels ; nay, and had set them before

the Holy Ghost. I little thought you would fall in with Bellar-

mine and other Roman Catholics, in an interpretation which has

been so often confuted by learned Protestants. I will not do

over again what has been done to my hands. Let the reader

consult the authors in the margin" upon that passage of Justin.

Justin speaks of honouring the Son in the second place : he does

not say with inferior worship : he says expressly second in order.

He says also, that the Word, who is of the uncreated, or necessary

existing Gody, (intimating thereby, as I conceive, the necessary

existence also of the Ao'yov himself,) we worship, and we love next

after God. Next in order again, he does not say with inferior

worship, or inferior love. He adds the reason why we are to

love him, namely, on account of his merits in our redemption.

Your next quotation from Justin proves only that God has

commanded his Son to be worshipped : and so has Christ com

manded us to worship his Father. What is this to the point of

inferior worship ?

Your last proves, that we worship the Father through Christ ;

which I readily admit.

W hat you say to Athenagoras and Theophilus requires no

further answer than what I have given more than once. As to

Tertullian, I have shewn before, that he is directly against

inferior worship. You have nothing from Clemens, but that God

is worshipped through Christ; which is wide of the purpose.

As to the place cited by you out of his Protrepticum, it has been

considered above2.

Irena;u3 is plainly on my side of the question, as never making

any distinction of supreme and inferior worship, never allowing

worship to any creature, asserting Father and Son together to

be one God, and testifying that the same acts of adoration » under

x Le Moyne Var. Sacr. Not. p. vryrov) *al appj]rov 0t r>0 \6yov ptra riiv

180. Bull. D. F. |). 72. Op. Posth. Scor irpacrKvvovfitv, Kai dyawafiev, enei-

p. 962, 1037. Clerici Histor. Eccles. Srj <tnl 81' q/iat avdputnos yiyovw, ojrwt

6 1 6. Xourr. Apparat. ad Bibl. *ni twv naBaw tu>v r/p(Ttpu>v o~vpp<to-

ax. p. 414. Xor ytviptvos, «» ibao~iv rroiijcjijTai.

As to angels being taught by God Apol. ii. p. 35.

the Son. see Clem. Alex. p. 769. Iren. T Page 455.

p. 163. Cyril. HierosoLp.90.ed. Bened. a Qui igitur a prophetis adorabatur

y Ton yap dn-6 dy«wijTou (leg. ayt- Deus vivus; hie est vivorura Deus et
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the Old Testament were applied to both. You have two ob

jections to make against it : one, that Irenseus makes a prayer

to God through Jesus Christ ; which has no difficulty : the other

is, that every knee, according to the good pleasure of the Father,

is to bote to Christ ; which scarce carries the face of an objection.

For why may not the Father, who, according to his good plea

sure, makes known himself, and demands worship to himself, do

the like for his Son ?

Hitherto the point in dispute is clearly determined on my

side, by antiquity. Origen's principles appear more disputable :

but when he is rightly understood, he will be also an advocate

on the same side. I shall first lay down the arguments on my

side, and vindicate the same from your exceptions : and then

shall consider what counter-evidence you have pretended out of

him.

1 . In the first place, Origen declares fully against the worship

of all creatures*1 whatever; clearly distinguishing the Son from

the creatures.

This you say nothing to.

2. The reasons which Origen founds worship on are applicable

to the Son, as well as to the Father. The uncreated nature,

aytwyro? Qvms, is adorable as such : bur. such is the nature of

Ood the Son : I have proved above, that he makes the Son

ayivrfros. The hr\y.iovpybs tov Ttamoi, Creator of the universe, is

adorable as such : but such also is the Son. To this you object,

(p. 380,) that the Father is primarily Creator, (so you ought to

have rendered npwruy b-qpuovpyov, and not primarily Maker,) the

Son only immediate Maker, at the Father's command. But a

difference in order or manner makes no difference in the thing

itself : or if there be any, the Son is more properly Creator than

the Father, according to the strictness of the expression in

Origen.

Origen's doctrine is, that he who made all things is adorable, as

such : and he asserts expressly, that the Son made all things, the

very words0. To which you again object, that he made them at

the command of the Father : which I allow in such sense as the

ancients meant it, explained above. But the point of worship

is not put upon the primary manner of making, nor upon the

Verbum ejus, qui et loquutus est b See my Defence, vol. i. p. 419,

Moysi, &c. Ipse igitur Christus 425.

cum Patre vivorum est Deus qui c Ibid. vol. i. p. 425.

loquutus est Moysi, &c. p. 232.

WATEHLAND, VOL. II. X X
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commanding to make, by Origen, but upon the making : so that

in this respect there is no difference.

3. I further pleaded Origen's supposing the Son to be wor

shipped, because GodA. And I have above proved e, that he is

to be worshipped as one God with the Father : therefore their

worship is one, not two worships, supreme and inferior.

4. I pleaded, lastly, that the worship of Father and Son is

inseparably and undividedly one, according to Origen. His

words are : " Now he has ascended to the God of the universe.

" who undividedly, inseparably, unpartedly worships him through

" the Son, the Word and Wisdom of God, seen in Jesus, who

" alone brings those to him thatf," &c.

You were sensible how strong this passage was against your

principles; and therefore endeavoured to pervert the sense, by

foisting in a word into your translation. You say, " with an

" undivided, undistracted, unparted affection." Where do you

meet with affection ? Or how came it in here, where the author

is not talking of the undistractedness of our affections, but the un

divided worship of Father and Son? He is commenting on

1 Cor. viii. 6. where it is said, " one God, of whom are all

" things," and also " one Lord, by, or through, whom are all

" things :" and this made him bring in the discourse of worship

ping one by the other inseparably. What follows in that sen

tence further shews, that this must be his meaning; where he

observes, that it is the Son only, who is the very Word and

Wisdom of God (well therefore may he be undivided from God)

that brings men to God. This then may shew you what wor

shipping the Father through the Son means in Origen: it is

directing the worship to the Father ; but so as to look upon the

Son as inseparably worshipped in the same act. I illustrated

the thought by a parallel place of the elder Cyrils, which you

take no notice of.

a Origen. contr. Cels. p. 46.

e Page 436, 466.

f '.\v,t.it.i!)Kt of Trpaf tov Art 7ra<ri

Q(6v, 6 dffxioras Kai ddiaipcrws Kai

aptpiaTMS avrov atfitov dta tov povov

npoadyovTos fKfiva) viov, tov Sfov Xo-

yov Kai o-txplat «V t« 'lrjaov 8t<i>povpi-

vov, &c. Orig. contr. Cels. p. 382.

S MijTf fita to Tipqv tov naTtpa vo-

pifctv, tv ti Tav drjpiovpyrjpaTuv tov

viov vno7rrtvo~<0ixfv, aAX* *ts Tranjp 6V

iv6s viov irpoo-Kvvtiadto, Kai pi) ptpi-

£t'o-6(i> r) npoo-Kvvrjo-ts. Cyril. Catech.

xi. p. 143. Ox.

Mia yap eartv 17 0(6njs, Kai Sia tovto

pia Tipr) Kai pia fori npoo-Kvvycrit, fj eV

via Kai 6V avroC yivopsvrj tcu narpt'

Kai 6 ovto) npoo~KVVti>v, (va Qt6v irpoo~-

Kvvtt. Athan. Orat. p. 3. 555.

Dum ad solius Patris personam

honoris Sermo dirigitur, bene creden-

tis fide, tota Trinitas honoratur. Et

cum ad Patrem, litantis destinatur in-

tentio, sacrificii munus omni Trinitati

uno eodemque offertur litantis officio.

Fulgent, ad Monim. lib. ii. c. 5. p. 31.



Qu. xvu. 675OF SOME QUERIES.

Having now seen what Origen's real and certain doctrine was

upon this head, it will be the easier to take off the force of your

pretended counter-evidence from the same Origen.

There is but one passage, in his whole treatise, that looks at

all favourable to your principles ; and that being obscure, and

of doubtful meaning, ought never to be set against many and

plain ones, but rather to be interpreted by them. I gave a

sufficient answer to it before, producing the passage in the

margin. You tell me that, " for a very good reason I thought

" not fit to translate it." I must own, I do not love to abound

in translations, only to swell pages ; while I suppose myself

writing more for the use of scholars, than for the populace, who

are scarce competent judges of our disputes about antiquity. I

perceive, you are very full of translations, out of Eusebius espe

cially ; as if you intended show more than any thing else : for

they are of no more real weight, than if I were to translate as

much out of Alexander, Athanasius, or Cyril the elder, and throw

it before the readers. Hut this by the way. I return to Origen.

The passage, justly and literally rendered, runs thus : " All

" supplication, and prayer, and intercession, and thanksgiving,

" are to be sent up to the God over all, by the High Priest,

" who is above all angels, being the living Word, and God.

" And we may also offer supplication to the Word himself, and

" intercession, and thanksgiving, and prayer ; if we can but

" understand how prayer is taken in propriety of speech, or in an

" improper senseh."

What I gather from this passage is, that prayer in the most

proper sense is to be understood of prayer directed immediately

to the Father. This has been the most usual and common

method of praying: wherefore this kind of praying has obtained

generally the name of prayer, and is what the word prayer has

been ordinarily used to mean. Origen does not say, that the

prayers, supplications, intercessions, and thanksgivings, offered to

God the Son, are none of them properly so called ; but ho

makes his remark upon prayer only : and he does not say, that

even prayer, when directed to God the Son, is not proper divine

b Waaav fiiv birjaiv yap Kai npotrtv- tiw 8vvmut6tt KaraKovtip tt)s wtpt irpoir-

Xyv, mi (vrtv£iv, Kai fi^aptariav ava- tv^s Kvpm\f£fa>s, Km Karaxprjatas.

ircuTrrt'ov rw cVi naai 0f<5, &ia roi cVi Oriff. contr. Cels. lib. v. p. 233.

navTuv ayyi\a>v dpxuptais, €pyjni)(ov Vid. Bull. D. F. sect. ii. c. 9. p.

Adyou kui 6foC- btijo-outSa 8i Kai axrrov 121. Bingham, Origin. Eccl. lib. xiii.

toC \oyov, Kai tmiv£6p.(6a m'ra Kai c. 2. p. 45, &C. Origen. rrcpi tv\. p.
 

78. in notis.
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worship, or that it is another worship, or an inferior worship :

nor can any such consequences be justly drawn from his words.

All that we are obliged to grant, in virtue of this passage,

is, that one part of divine worship called prayer, is most pro

perly and emphatically prayer, when directed to the first Person

of the Godhead ; inasmuch as that method of praying has been

most customary and prevailing, and has thereby, in a manner,

engrossed the name of prayer to itself: just as addresses, by

being most commonly offered to a prince, come at length, by

u?e, to mean addresses of that kind only ; and then addresses to

others are not so properly addresses. Prayer then, properly, or

emphatically speaking, is praying to the Father, to whom all

prayer primarily belongs. Allowing this to be Origen's mean

ing, (and it is the very utmost that can be made of it,) how will

you prove supreme and inferior worship from it ?

1 have before observed, that the worship of the Son, according

to Origen, is properly divine ; being offered to him as Creator,

and as necessarily existing, and as God : and I observed also, that

Father and Son together are worshipped as one God. I observed

further, that even in prayers directed to the Father through the

Son, the Son is supposed, by Origen, to be worshipped undi-

videdly in the same act. How then do you make out your tiro

worships ? Suppose the prayer to pass through or by the Son to

the Father ; still it is one prayer, one worship, considered as

belonging to both in a different manner. For as the one work of

creating descends, as it were, from the Father by the Son ; who

are therefore one Creator: so the one worship ascends, as it

were, by the Son to the Father ; who are therefore one object of

worship. You should have proved two unequal worships : but

you have proved no more than this, that one and the same wor

ship, diversely considered, is paid to both, in the very same act :

to the Father directly, as being primarily and eminently Creator,

God, &c. and supreme in order and office ; to the Son obliquely,

or interpretatively, as being equally God, Creator, &c. but God

of God, and mediating between God and man. There is there

fore no difference in the worship itself, no superiority or inferi

ority, no acknowledgment of higher and Imcer perfections : but

the same worship, the same acknowledgments of the same

infinite perfections, admit of a different manner of application,

to keep up a sense of the distinction of Persons, order, and

offices.

You represent Bishop Bull (p. 383) as making a distinction
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of one worship paid to tho Son as God absolutely, and another

worship paid to him as God of God '. This is not a just repre

sentation of Bishop Bull, as if he admitted one and another

worship, two worships, to God the Son ; when he makes but one

worship of all, duo to Father and Son. This, I suppose, was to

give some colour to your own hypothesis. Bishop Bull's meaning

is plainly this ; that the Son is considered as divine whenever

we worship him ; and that that alone is the foundation of his

worship k. But we may consider him barely as divine, abstract

ing from all relations of order and office ; or dicine in such an

order, or together with the office of Mediator. The dicine wor

ship is the same, under these three conceptions, because divine

enters them all : but the additional consideration of order and

office, in the two last, makes a difference, not in the worship

itself, but in the order and manner of applying it.

You proceed to cite another passage of Origen1, where argu

ing ad hominem, (as the Schools call it,) he pleads a command

for the worship of Christ, against Celsus ; who could plead no

command for the worship of the Pagan deities. This was

indeed shewing a very great difference in the two cases, such as

was worth insisting upon : but it does not from hence follow,

(the contrary is very evident,) that Origen ever founded the

worship of Christ upon more command, without reference to the

dignity and real divinity of his Person. What you further cite

from the piece veol ci^'ls. whether Origen's own, or foisted in by

some other hand, is of no moment in the case, being clearly con

tradicted in his treatise against Celsus, which is certainly

genuine, and contains Origen's last and maturest thoughts upon

the subject. Do you ever find Origen placing the Son among

the yevrjTa. in his book against Celsus ? Doth he not constantly

distinguish him from them, and set him above them, making

him ayh'rjTos, as I have proved? Or does he ever deny that

Christ is to be prayed to at all ; as this author of the piece

wept fvxvs does? No, but he frequently, plainly, and fully as

serts the contrary.

What you add (p. 386) about doxologies is low and trifling;

1 Vid. Bull. D. F. sect. ii. c. 9. s.

xv. p. 1 20.

k Vid. Bull. Prim. Trad. p. 36.

N. B. The design of this piece of Bi

shop Bull, is to prove that the worship

paid to Christ is properly divine, and

not merely mediatorial. From whence

let the reader judge with what truth

orfairness you represent Bishop Bull

as differing from me, in the allowing

mediatorial worship, p. 120.

1 Orig. contr. Cels. p. 384.
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especially after that matter has been so carefully and accurately

discussed by learned hands. And your quoting the lying Phi-

lostorgius in a matter of fact of Flavian's introducing a new

kind of doxology, which he reports against the faith of all

history m, is a great affront upon your readers.

I might quote you a better authority than Philostorgius,

namely, Theodorit", to prove that Arius introduced a change of

the ancient doxohgies. But learned men know that neither of

those accounts is true : but that doxohgies of both sorts were in

use long before either Flavian on one side or Arius on the

other.

You go on to other writers, endeavouring to prove, as you

say, mediate and ultimate worship : that is your phrase now,

instead of inferior and supreme ; because you imagine the reader

may more easily be deceived under those terms, than under

these. For if the Father be but worshipped through Christ;

presently you cry out mediate worship ; though it be all one

divine worship, not two : and either the Son is not worshipped

at all, in such a case ; or, if he is, the same worship is then

offered to both. The nature of the worship is not altered by the

manner of conveyance; any more than a present of gold, made

to two persons, becomes brass to one and gold to the other, only

by being conveyed through one to the other. You will never be

able to prove any difference in the nature or kind of the wor

ship, merely from the economical manner of applying it. You

begin with the Apostolical Constitutions ; which you know are

of no authority : and so I shall not trouble myself to shew that

the passages, were they really genuine, are nothing to your pur

pose. You go on to Polycarp; who glorifies God through

Christ. Cyprian says, that the Father commanded his Son to be

worshipped : therefore his worship is mediate. Wonderful ! No-

vatian says, if Christ be a man only, why is he invoked as Media

tor ? therefore again his worship is mediate. You did not con

sider Novatian's notion of a Mediator, that he must be both

God and man : and so you lost the whole force of his argument ;

which was to prove the Son to be God from the invocation, and

not man only, as some heretics pretended.

What you cite from Lactantius, I have answered above: or

if I had not, you must be sensible that very little stress ought to

m Vid. Dull. D. F. sect. ii. c.3. p. 51.

n Theod. Hffret. Fab. lib. iv. c. 1.
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be laid upon a few uncautious expressions of a catechumen, not

yet perfectly instructed in the doctrines of the Church, which

was the case of Lactantius. He had, however, learned so much

of the Church's doctrine, as to determine directly against you in

the present question ; where he says, one honour belongs to both

as to one God, and that their worship is inseparable °.

As to Eusebius, your last evidence, though I build little upon

so late and so suspected an authority, (which, as I have often

hinted, you ought no more to urge against me, than I to urge

Alexander, Cyril, Athanasius, or Hilary, against you,) yet nei

ther had he any such mean thoughts of God the Son as you

have : nor did he found his worship upon any such low principles;

which I have shewn above. He is, however, the first you could

find, among such as have been ever called Catholics, who pre

tended to say, that Father and Son are not tWrtpiot, the first

that durst ever flatly contradict St. John, (or rather our Saviour

himself by St. John,) where he says, " that all men should honour

" the Son, even as they honour the Father," John v. 33. I con

clude with the same declaration I formerly made, that " 1 desire

" only to have things fairly represented, as they really are ; no

" evidence smothered or stifled on either side. Let every reader

" see plainly what may be justly pleaded here or there, and

" no more." Had you attended to these good rules, which you

are pleased to remind me of, and to favour with your approba

tion, you might have brought your book into a less compass ;

and perhaps have done as much real service to your cause, and

less hurt to your character.

QUERY XVIII.

Whether worship and adoration, both from men and angels, was

not due to him, long before the commencing of his mediatorial

kingdom, as he was their Creator and Preserver, (see Col. i.

16, 17,) and whether that be not the same title to adoration which

God the Father hath, as Author and Governor of the universe,

upon the Doctor's own principles ?

IT is proper the reader should be let into the full design and

purport of this Query, that he may be able to pass a more cer

tain judgment of the pertinence or impertinence of your answer.

The question is, whether the worship of Christ be founded upon

0 Unus est honos utrique tribuen-

dus tanquam uni Deo : et ita dividen-

dus est per duos, cultus, ut divisio

ipsa rampage inseparabili vinciatur.

Neutrum sibi relinquet, qui aut Pa-

trem a Filio, aut Fdium a Patre se-

cernit. Lact. Epit. 0 xlix. p. 141. ed.

Cant.
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any thing antecedent to his incarnation and exaltation, or only

upon the powers then supposed to be given him. If it was

founded on any thing antecedent, then the Doctor and you have

very impertinently cited Matt, xxviii. 18. John v. 22, 23. Phil,

ii. 10, 11. and the like texts, as carrying in them the sole

foundation of his worship, after the manner of the Socinians : if

it was not founded on any thing antecedent, what account can

you give of Christ's being Creator, of his being God before the

creation, John i. 1, of his having " glory before the world was, "

and the like ? In short, the Doctor is here confounded between

two schemes, Socinian and Arian, and very unskilfully endeavours

to tack both together ; which is utterly impracticable. Either

let him found the worship of the Son upon what was antecedent

to the incarnation, and then he may tolerably go on upon the

Arian scheme : or if he chooses to found it entirely upon the

subsequent powers, he is all over Socinian, and does not know it.

My design is not to suffer you to take the advantage of both

the schemes, which are utterly inconsistent with each other.

You must either drop your Arian principles, and so settle in

Socinianism : or if you resolve to retain your Arian tenets, you

must drop your Socinian pleas, to be all of a piece. This is what

you may easily be driven to ; and that was the design of this

Query. If the reader takes this along with him, he will readily

perceive how hard you are here pressed ; and how elusive and

insufficient all your answers are.

You say, whenever the mediatorial kingdom began, the worship

however of Christ was by the command of the Father. That

I allow : and so was also the worship of the Father first intro

duced by the command of the Father. Hitherto you are only

shifting; and come not to the pinch of the question; namely,

when the worship began, or whereon it was founded. What fol

lows, (p. 392,) is still evading, and running from the point in

question. What comes nearest to it is your saying, that he by

whom God created all things has not the same title to adoration

with him who created all things by him. Well : but has he any

title at all upon the foot of his being Creator ? Or do you make

him a mere nominal Creator? If, according to Heb. i. 10, " he

" laid the foundation of the earth," and if " the heavens were the

" works of his hands and if he was God before the creation,

(according to John i. 1,) then shew me, that the power of

judging, or any thing of like nature subsequent, ever could be a

higher or an equal foundation of worship with what has been
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mentioned. You cannot shew, that he was made a God after

his resurrection : but it is plain, and you cannot gainsay it, that

he was God before the creation. Wherefore I insist upon it,

that he had as clear and full a title to worship before his incar

nation, as any you can shew after: and therefore' it is strangely

inconsistent of you to found his worship upon the power ofjudg

ing, &c. No one ever would do this that believed the Son to be

God and Creator (though in a lower sense than the Father)

before the world. The Socinians were shrewd men, and shewed

some parts and sagacity in the working up their scheme. They

founded the worship of Christ upon the power ofjudging, and his

exaltation : but then they were never so silly as to suppose him

God and Creator before. The Arians founded the worship of

Christ upon his being Creator and God before the world : but

then they were not so weak as to found it upon the power of

judging, &c. Whereas you, to give a specimen of your great

dexterity in forming a scheme, have marvellously tacked two

parts together, one of which will suit only with the Socinian

scheme, the other only with the Arian or Catholic ; thereby

betraying great unskilfulness and want of thought. Which of

these parts you will at length give up. I know not : but all

men of sense and common discernment will laugh at you for

holding both.

When I wrote my Defence, the Doctor had not determined

that God the Father is ever called God, in Scripture, in the

metaphysical sense. Worship even of him was to be founded only

upon his office, (God was then a name of office) relative to us.

I was therefore of opinion, that if the Son was Creator, as great

an office as any, and as highly meriting of us, he must then, upon

the Doctor's own principles, have the same title to adoration as

the Father himself had : nor do I see, that you have yet been

able to baffle this reasoning. You have been forced to allow,

(obliged thereto by the unanimous current of antiquity, Eusebius

not excepted,) that the Son is immediate Artificer, or Creator, of

the universe. This is meriting as highly of us as is possible ;

more, one would imagine, than merely giving out commands;

which is an honour you reserve peculiar to the Father. If there

fore worship be founded, not upon any dignity and excellency of

nature, but upon relative offices ; it seems to me, that the Son's

title to our worship is as clear and full as possible, upon your

own principles ; such, I mean, as they were at that time. My

argument therefore was good when 1 made it : however you may
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have varied your notions since. I add further, that my argu

ment, from the hand the Son had in creating, will remain impreg

nable for an equality of worship, whatever principles you take

up in hopes to elude it: though that particular was not the

special purport of this Query.

You had argued against creating being a just foundation of

worship, because no act of dominion: to which I replied, that

the same argument would hold with respect to the Father also ;

and so his creating the world would be no foundation for

worshipping him, being no more an act of dominion than the Sons

creating is. To which you now reply, that the world was made

by the Father's " original absolute authority and power.'" This

is not defending your first answer, but retreating to anot/ter.

However, this will not do, any more than the first. For you

will never be able to prove, that the Son is not as completely

and fully Creator as the Father: and Scripture never founds

worship upon the original underived manner of creating, which

you speak of, but upon the creating itselfP. What you object

from Rev. iv. 10, n, "created for his pleasure,"" has been an

swered above i. You go on upon this argument of the Son's

having the same title that the Father has, though but a by part

of the Query. Not a word do you say to clear yourself of

Socinianism; not a syllable to vindicate your inconsistency in

founding the Son's worship upon his mediatorial powers given

after his resurrection ; at the same time admitting that he was

God before the world, and created the world. This perhaps was

too tender a point to be touched.

To pursue you in your own way. I pleaded John xvii. 5,

" Glorify me with the glory," &c. not to prove that the Son had

the same title to worship which the Father has ; but to shew that

the glory he had after his incarnation was not greater than he had

before : and therefore it was a weak thing of you to overlook his

former glories, equal to any, and to found his worship upon what

came after. To this you reply, (p. 394,) " His being restored to

" the glory he had before, does not prove that the power of

" judgment, &c. was not an additional exaltation." Yes, but

it proves something more ; that even after alljudgment was com

mitted to him, he was yet not invested with that glory, not with

so great glory, (for why should he ask for less, if he had greater,)

as he had before the world was. But you add, that " if the Son

p See my Sermons, p. 73, 74 of this volume. 1 Page 519.
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" had the same right to glory that the Father had, it could be no

" more proper for the Son to pray to the Father, to glorify him,

" than for the Father to pray to the Son." But the case is

different, because the Son was incarnate, and not the Father :

therefore it became the Son to pray, but not the Father. Aye

but, say you, could not the Son himself have given it by his own

authority ? Yes ; but as the Father did not disdain to receive

glory from the Son, why should the Son refuse to receive glory

from the Father ? As to Irenseus's testimony, that the Son was

of old worshipped together with the Father, it is a very plain

one ; and I have given it above'. The Father and Son together

are there expressly styled the " God of the living and it was

the " God of the living" that the Patriarchs adored.

You have a pleasant remark (p. 142.) on that passage of

Irenseus: you say, I take no notice of the emphatical words,

resurrectio autem ipse Dominus est. Behold, now I have taken

notice of them : of what use are they, I beseech you, in our pre

sent debate ! How do they at all lessen the force of my argu

ment? Would you have it, that Christ was adored by the

Patriarchs of old, as God, because he was to be exalted to be

God 2000 years after? You should speak out plainly, that a

reader may understand you : unless your design be to give a hint

as if you had something material to say, when you have really

nothing. It puts me in mind of the Modest Pleader, who once

thinking himself obliged to quote, at full length, a noted passage

of Bishop Pearson8, which had been usually cut into halves, (the

latter half begins with, "and therefore,11) he claps this note upon

it : " What that learned writer meant by the word therefore, I

" submit to the judicious reader4." No doubt but he would

have the judicious reader imagine there is something weighty in

the remark ; though he can neither shew what nor why. But

to proceed.

1 had referred to Eusebius and Athanasius, as both agreeing

that God the Son was worshipped by Abraham, Moses, and the

Jewish Church : it was therefore the sense of the ancients

in general, (as we may safely conclude from these two writers,

and their agreement; were there no other proofs,) that God

the Son had distinct worship paid him long before his incar

nation : and therefore his worship (whatever it were) could

not be founded on the commission to judge, or the like, as you

have founded it. After your many boasts of the ancients, ground-

1 Page 672. s See it above, p. 533. 1 Modest Plea, p. 213.
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less and shameless as I ever met with, here in a very important

point, the point of worship, wherein our practice is nearly con

cerned ; here, I say, you run counter to all the Catholics of the

primitive Church ; nay, to all the sober Arians, who will here

after rise up in judgment and condemn you, for founding Christ's

worship so meanly, upon I know not what powers given after

his resurrection. They founded it upon reasons antecedent to

his incarnation, upon his being God before the world, and Creator

of the world by his own power".

You endeavour to shew that Eusebius's doctrine about the

worship of Christ runs not so high as mine. Perhaps it does

not: I did not cite Eusebius for that purpose. But I cited

him as an evidence, to prove that all antiquity is directly and

fully against your way of founding Christ's worship in the power

ofjudging, &c. You have none of the ancients, except such as

Photinus, or Paul of Samosata, to countenance you in it : the

Arians, at least the generality of them, would have been ashamed

of it. This is what I before pressed you with ; and you, in your

reply, dissemble and totally conceal it, leading your reader off to

quite other things.

What you have from Philo is still diverting, and running off

from the main point : nor are Philo's notions, in this case, of

any moment in the controversy ; unless tho Apostles and primi

tive Christians had no better guide than Philo. Philo might

hit upon some truths, but shaded with errors, and not breaking

out with full lustre and brightness. A clearer and fuller disco

very was a privilege reserved for the Christian Church. Your

remark (p. 397.) about the angel which appeared to Manoah is

just : and had you looked into the last edition of my Defence,

you would have found that part corrected. For it is not my

way, after I perceive any mistake, to persist in it.

To conclude. The reader is desired to observe, that you had

been charged with taking in two inconsistent schemes (Arian

and Socinian) into one, and tacking them very absurdly to

gether ; that you have been called upon to declare which of the

disjointed parts you will give up, or else to shew how it is possible

to make them stand together: that after mature deliberation,

you have made no answer to the charge, but have passed it over

n Christum colimns ut Creatorem. luntate et prsecepto (Patris) caelestia

Serm. Arian. ap. August, p. 663. et terrestria, visibilia et invisibilia,

Antequam faceret universa, om- corpora et spiritus, ex nullis exstan-

nium fulurorum Dens et Dominus, tibus, ut essent, sua virtute fecit.

Rex et Creator erat constitutus. Vo- Serm. Arianor. p. 622.
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in profound silence. These are the facts ; let every honest reader

judge what to infer from them.

QUERY XIX.

Whether the Doctor hath not, given a very partial account ofJohn v.

23.founding the honour due to the Son on this only, that the Father

hath committed all judgment to the Son ; when the true reason

assigned by our Saviour, and illustrated by several instances, is,

that the Son doth the same things that the Father doth, hath the

same power and authority of doing what he will; and therefore

has a title to as great honour, reverence, and regard, as the Father

himself hath ? and it is no objection to this, that the Son is there

said to do nothing of himself, or to have all given him by the

Father ; since it is owned that the Father is the fountain of all,

from whom the Son derives, in an ineffable manner, his essence and

powers, so as to be one with him ?

THOUGH you have nothing under this Query but what I

have before fully answered or obviated ; yet because you are

pleased to repeat, I shall repeat also. Dr. Clarke's pretence is,

that Christ's honour is founded upon the power of judgment com

mitted to him : I say, his honour is founded on the intrinsic

excellency and antecedent dignity of his Person; whereof the

power of judgment committed is only a further attestation, and

a provisional security for the payment of his due honour. It

did not make him worthy, but found him so : and it was added,

that such his high worth and dignity might appear to men, and

be acknowledged by them " The Father hath committed all

" judgment unto the Son, that all men should honour the Son,

" even as they honour the Father." This is not giving us the

formal reason, or foundation of his honour, but the final reason,

or moving cause, why the Son is to excute judgment rather than

the Father himself. It is because men would hereby be apprised

of his antecedent worth and dignity, and at the same time be

incited to pay him suitable honour, in external acts of worship

and adoration, as to the Father himself. This is the obvious,

natural construction of the place in St. John ; as I before inti

mated. And I confirmed it by the accounts which St. John

has given us of his antecedent dignity, his being God before the

creation, and his creating the world ; which makes it plain, that

the committing of judgment was no addition of new dignity, but

rather declarative of the old; that it might appear the more

fully, and be the more secure of the effect upon mankind. Thi«
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reasoning appearing to me very clear and just, demanded as

clear an answer. But you have little to say, except in the way

of objection and repetition, about derived and underived : which is

not arguing from Scripture, but from metaphysical notions you

have taken up about sameness, and such as you allow not in any

case but this; contradicting that strict notion of same?ies$, as

often as you make an infinite number of extended parts to be

the same substance.

To what you repeat from the Modest Pleader about the

Father's being Fountain, I returned a sufficient answer in a note

to a Sermonx. You ask, " Can one person commit powers to

" another who had already in himself the same powers?" Yes,

by voluntary economy, the exercise of powers common to many

may devolve upon one chiefly; and may run in his name. I gave

you a proper rebuke in my Defence, vol. i. p. 438, for your ex

pressing great amazement at my prejudice and blindness in main

taining only what had been held by all the Christian churches.

I reminded you of the many wise, great, and good men, whom

you charged through my sides. " This," you say, " is not a

" right way of dealing with Scripture.11 That was not the point :

but it might be a right way of dealing with a gentleman who was

gone beyond decorum, and appeared too full of himself; forgetting

that a modest deference is due to wise, great, and good men, even

where we dissent from them. But to pass on.

I charged your interpretation of John v. 19. as unnatural and

forced, making the context incoherent. "The Son can do no-

" thing but by commission : for" (observe the reason) " he can

" do every thing the Father does." But if the sense runs thus,

The Son being one with the Fat/ier can do nothing separately, then

the context is coherent ; " for whatsoever the Father doth, the

" Son does also, or likewise.11 You say, " The word for, in the

" latter part of the 19th verse, is not the reason given of what

" went before, but that the latter part is a parenthesis." But

who will give you the liberty of making a parenthesis where

there is no occasion, only to serve an hyjmthesis ? I shewed, that

you cannot make your sense out of the passage, but by supply

ing the deficiency of the text with what the text has not said.

Which observation of mine you call retracting the charge before

made, when it is really enforcing it : and I preferred the Catholic

interpretation as more natural, and as arguing no deficiency in

the text. Besides that, admitting the sentence to be elliptical,

in order to make the sense coherent in your way of construction ;

* Sermon II. p. 55, 56 of this volume.
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yet I took notice further, how very harsh and strange it must

sound for a creature to be commissioned to do all that the Creator

does. To which you have nothing to reply, but that your inter

pretation does not suppose the Son created. Say then, that he

is uncreated, and let us end the dispute ; provided only, you will

please to mean, as well as say. I accept, however, of your tacit

acknowledgment, that my argument against the Son's being a

creature is unanswerable. How far you are concerned in it, the

readers will judge. You go on ; " it must be odd, and strange,

" that the supreme God should be commissioned.11 Nothing

strange at all, that one who is supreme in order and office, should

give commission to another not supreme in order or office ; though

both be equally supreme in nature ,• which is the true notion of

supreme God.

I shewed you what answers had been formerly given to your

objections by Hilary, Chrysostom, Cyril, and Austin : in reply

to which, you tell me, that Novatian and Eusebius were more

ancient Fathers. But did I put it upon the authority of the

Fathers which I cited? I insisted upon the reasons they gave,

against those very pretences which you revive. And why did

you not answer them ? Their reasons were drawn from Scripture,

and founded on the text itself ; against which neither Novatian

nor Eusebius is of any the least weight. But thus you love to

disguise the true matter in question, and to lead your reader off

to something wide and foreign. However, Novatian has not a

word to your purpose; unless copying out the Father's works

(imitator operum Paternorum) proves the Son to be of a different

nature from the Father. Tertullian, ancienter than either Nova

tian or Eusebius, understands the Son's doing nothing of himself,

of the intimate conjunction of the Father and Son, the Son being

in the Father, and seeing all that he does, or rather all that he

designs or conceivesi. He goes upon the old notion, that the

designing or conceiving part belongs peculiarly to the Father, the

executive and finishing part to the Son : and thus Father and Son

y Filius nihil a semetipso potest jrnTywcfir. Greg. Naz. Or. xxxvi. p. 584.

facere, nisi viderit Patrera facientem. Eusebius has the like thought,

Pater enim sensu agit ; Filius vero which he expresses however in terms

ui in Patris sensu est, videns per- somewhat harsh :

cit ; sic omnia per Filium facta sunt, 'O piv ovv iraTrjp 8iervrrov, xat ijroi-

et sine illo factum est nihil. Tertull. pa& Stavoovptvos, &c. o 8e toIj tou

contr. Prax. c. 15. mirpos \oyicrpoit ivamifar, tat povos

TSiv airrav trpayparav rove rvirovc (irtmrtvaiv ra tv airra fiddr), 81 epyav

ivtrripalvtrai pcv 6 narfip, tViTfXfi 8i 8 i\iipti, roit rov irarpot i^vmfpfTovptvot

Aoyor, ov SovXtitSr, o£r dpadas, dXX' veipaai. Euseb. Heel. Theol. lib. iii.

firumjpovtKw, Ka\ otKfiortpov tlirtiv, C. 3. p. 164.
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were jointly concerned in every operation. As to Eusebius's

authority, where he has not reasons, nor elder Fathers to support

him, it is worth nothing. Athanasius has writings extant older,

probably, than any we have of Eusebius's; except his oration before

Paulinus of Tyre, or what may be had in Pamphilus's Apology.

And as to Hilary, there is about twenty years difference between

his age and Eusebius's : a mighty thing for you to boast of.

I excuse your citing (p. 404,) a sentence of the Semi-Arians

in Epiphanius ; mistaking it for Epiphanius's own ; I suppose

you did it ignorantly. And it is the more pardonable, because

learned men had formerly made the same blunder : though,

I believe, never since the time that Petavius's sagacity set

that matter right in his notes to his edition, the same that

you made use of.

To your argument drawn from the Father's loving the Son, I

replied, that he loves also himself ; which is no matter of choice.

You pretend, however, that "shewing the Son all things, is

" free :" which you have no ground for saying, but it is purely

fiction to serve an hypothesis. Your adding, his "giving author-

" ity to do likewise," is corrupting the text, which says nothing

of authority; though, if it had, it might be understood of such

authority, power, and perfections, as descend with his nature

from the Father to the Son.

You quote John xv. 10. of Christ's "abiding in his love."

If you see any consequence favourable to your principles in that

text, you should have shewn it ; I can see none. You tell me of

bringing Hilary in again : and you entirely slip over the reasons

I produced from him, without any answer. Is this dealing fairly

with the reader \

I had challenged you to shew, that one person may not be

delegate to another, without being unequal in nature. But you

are frightened, as usual, with the distinction of order and

nature ; and run off in the utmost confusion. A " delegated

" power," you say, " cannot be equally supreme and indepen-

" dent." Come out of the clouds, and tell me what you mean by

supreme and independent. If you mean as great a power, and as

necessarily existing, I shall tell you, there is no difference between

the Father's and the Son's : if you mean, that the Son's is of the

Father, the Father"s from none, I allow a supremacy of order,

and a different manner of existing; and the question is not

whence the Son has his powers, but what they are. As to su

premacy of order being only in placing of words, I have shewed
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your inconsistency on that head above. Your blaming me for

citing Ruffin's translation, in a case where it is all one whether

the words were Ruffin's or Origen's, is low carping. You did

not perceive that the passage was brought in among several

others of Post-Nicene writers ; and intended only for illus

tration. But you are still more offended at my styling my doc

trine the doctrine of the Trinity ; as if others had not as good a

right to style theirs so. Supposing you have, (which I deny,)

yet sure I may style my own according to what I take to be

right and true. But your Trinity of a great God, a little God, and no

God, must have some strong figure to help it, to make it a Trinity

which is a word that has long stood for a quite different thing2.

I had retorted upon you your own arguments against the

received doctrine of the Trinity; to shew the world how un

equal and partial you have been in the handling this contro

versy. You had several maxims about individual, about same

ness, about substance, about being, which were to be urged as of

great force against the doctrine of the Trinity ,- though of no

force in another subject, upon your own principles. You could

allow being and being, where you could not say beitigs ; sub

stance and substance, where you could not say substances ; indi

vidual substance, where yet you could distinguish between this

and that ; and same substance, where it is not the same in such

a sense of same, as you urge against us. Sameness by union you

can allow, where you have a mind : only in our present dispute,

no such thing was to be admitted. This unreasonable, and

indeed shameful conduct, in so momentous an affair, I endea

voured to expose as it deserved. The reader may please to

look into my Defence, vol. i. p. 444, &c. to see what I had to

say on that head : I have no mind to repeat. Pressed with

the difficulties of the omnipresence retorted upon you, you now

tell me, that my foundation was wrong, in supposing the sub

stance of God to be God. This I am a little startled at : let us

hear what your philosophy can produce in defence of so wild

a paradox, that the substance of God is not God. I will give

the reader your words at length, that he may marvel : " God is

" neither the substance of God, nor the attributes of God, but

'• he is that intelligent Agent whose both the substance and

1 Tptas us aKrjdus r; rptas dSfXfpot. dedftKTai 6V dfita'tptTos ovaa Kat ovk

rpttts df ov irpayuaruv av'tauv anapi- avopotos. dvdyKq p'tav Taimjs ftvat rfjp

Sprjtrts dWato~uvKat6portpuvo~v\- dywrrjra, Kat p'tav Tavrrjs TrjV d'iSiorrjra,

Xr^it. Greg. Ntuian. Orat. xiii. p. 31 1. Kni tt\v ttjs aTpt^rias tyvatv. Athanas.

Ei Si Tptas f'trriv, Sxrntp ovv Kat (art, Ep. i. ad Serap. p. 678.

WATKRLAXD, VOL. II. Y y
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" attributes are. And as infinity, for instance, so every other

" attribute, power, or perfection, of the omnipresent Being, is the

" individual attribute, power, or perfection, of that one individual

" intelligent Agent, whose the omnipresent substance is," p. 407.

The philosopher that fixed the earth upon an elephant, and the

elephant upon a tortoise, and knew not where to go next, could

not be more confounded than you appear to be here. The sub

stance, it seems, is to be fixed upon the Person, (which is neither

substance nor attribute ; but something between both.) and thus

all difficulties are wiped off at once, by making person stand for

nobody knows what ; an idea, I suppose, or nothing. I have

often suspected your notion of intelligent agent to be very con

fused ; but never thought it so wild and unaccountable as this

comes to. Do you consider that intelligent and agent are two

adjectives, which suppose a substantive, two attributes that re

quire substance for their support ? Say that person is the subject :

but then what is person, but either substance, or attribute, or

nothing ? Resolve it into its several ideas, and you will find that

person always implies intelligent and acting substance ; not intel

ligent acting nothing. Now intelligence, and activeness, are

attributes only of God, that is, of the divine substance ; which is

God, and what we mean by God, as often as we speak of him,

considered as the subject of his own attributes.

I know not whether you might not be led into the mistake

through the vulgar way of speaking about the substance of God,

or substance of the Father ; as if the substance were not God

himself, or not the Father himself, but something belonging to

him. The same way of speaking might be as good an argument

to prove, that the Person of the Father is not the Father, but

something belonging to the Father. Such a mode of speech

is very common in other cases ; as when we say the body of the

moon for the moon, or the matter of the world for the icorld.

Which kind of language has its reason and foundation in our

way of forming and ranging our ideas for our more distinct per

ception. For, not content with a general confuse idea of any

thing, we take it, as it were, into pieces, or parcels, for a more

distinct and particular view of it. The idea, suppose, of God

the Father, we divide into two ideas, substance and attribute;

and attribute again into many ideas still more distinct and

particular. And now Father stands for the general confuse idea,

while substance and attribute are considered as parts of it, and

belonging to it. This I take to be the true account of that way
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of speaking ; as well in this, as in the other cases above mentioned.

So, though the Person of the Father be really nothing else but the

Father ; yet it is considered as something distinct, after we have

once parcelled out the general confuse idea into several particular

ideas ; as into person, power, goodness, &c. for the greater distinc

tion. Then even Person is considered as but part of that confuse

idea, for which the word Father stands ; and it is conceived to

belong to it, as a part to the whole. Hence, as I apprehend,

arises the way of speaking before mentioned ; which is right and

just in respect of our ideas, but very inaccurate in regard to the

things themselves, for which the ideas stand : because indeed our

ideas are not adequate ; being formed in a way suited to our own

infirmity, rather than to the truth and strictness of things.

QUERY XX.

Whether the Doctor needed have cited 300 texts, wide of the purpose,

to prove what nobody denies, namely, a subordination, in some

sense, of the Son to the Father ; could he have found but one

plain text against his eternity or consubstantiality, the points

in question ?

YOU have little under this Query but repetition and reference :

which requires no further notice. As to the Form of Baptism,

which you mention in the close, I have considered it in a distinct

Discourse8, which you had seen before you came to this Query.

You have nothing to object but a passage from the spurious

Constitutions, of no value ; and another from Eusebius, of very

little. I content myself thereforo with referring to my Defence

and Sermons.

QUERY XXI.

Whether he be not forced to supply his want of Scripture-proof by

very strained and remote inferences, and very uncertain reasonings

from the nature ofa thing confessedly obscure and above compre

hension ; and yet not more so than God's eternity, ubiquity, pre

science, or other attributes, which we are obliged to acknoicledge

for certain truths ?

YOU tell me, in the entrance, that " none of Dr. Clarke's

" propositions, on which he lays any stress, are drawn by mere

" reasonings from the incomprehensible nature of God." But what

think you offive of his propositions, where he denies the necessary

existence (for so you now understand selfexistence) of the Son

and Holy Ghost ? Has the Doctor so much as one text in the

» See my eighth Sermon, p. 171, &c. of this volume.

y y 2
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Scripture for any of them ? Not a syllable, either in Old or New

Testament, but what he pretends to infer from very obscure and

uncertain reasonings about derived and underived, about acts and

no acts, about necessary agency being no agency, about will, coac-

lion, &c. profoundly metaphysical and fanciful, with nothing

solid or certain in them. The like may be said of the doctrine

contained in his 1 7th proposition ; which has no text of Scrip

ture to stand upon, though he lays great stress upon it. In

short, I observed in my Defence, and here repeat, that "the

" main strength of the Doctor's cause lies first in his giving

" either a Sabellian or Tritheistic turn (admitting no medium) to

" the Catholic doctrine ; and then charging it with confusion of

" Persons, Polytheism, nonsense, contradiction. Take away that,

" (to which his constant resort is, whenever he comes to the

" pinch of the question,) and there will be little left considerable."

For the truth and justice of this report, or censure, I appealed b

to the Doctor's own books, which is a fair procedure : and if you

have any thing to say in vindication of the Doctor, shew that

the fact is otherwise than I represented. Not being able to do

any thing of this kind, you endeavour, as usual, to turn it off by

retorting ; and to put me upon the defensive, having nothing to

plead in defence of the Doctor or yourself. This may serve to

blind a reader, and to conceal your shame: but it is not an

swering Queries. You fall again upon i Cor. viii. 6. which has

been answered over and over. What is that to the point now

in hand, the Doctor's making strained inferences, except it be

giving one example more, by his wresting of that text ?

As to God's " eternity, ubiquity, prescience," you say, " they

" themselves are the subject of our belief, not particular men's

" philosophical explications of the manner of them." Well then,

let it be the subject of our belief, that the Father is God, the

Son God, and the Holy Ghost God ; and that they are the one

God of the Christians. But as to the manner how they are

three, or one, let nobody concern himself about it. If any one,

under pretence of explaining the manner, changes the sense of

the word God, making the Son a nominal God only, and the Holy

Ghost scarce so much ; what is this but doing the same, as if

under pretence of explaining the manner of eternity, ubiquity, or

prescience, he should introduce the doctrine of a nominal, not

real eternity ; a nominal ubiquity, a nominal prescience ; under

mining the doctrines themselves? Our dispute is about the

b See my Defence, vol. i. p. 450, 451, 464.
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sense in which any of the Persons is God : let this be determined

by Scripture and antiquity, and proper rules of criticism. Make

no objections from the manner how the thing should be : for all

such objections are as improper, as it would be in the ques

tion of prescience0, eternity, or ubiquity; to leave Scripture, and

such approved rules as serve to determine the sense of it, and

to retreat to philosophical reasonings about the manner how

these things are. This is the very fault which you have per

petually run into. And while we are bringing you plain Scrip

ture proofs for Christ's divinity, as plain as can be brought for

the divinity of the Father; you are filling people's heads with

Tritheism and Sabellianism, with specific and individual, with

identical wholes and undivided parts, with acts and no acts,

with causes and no causes, with derived and underived, with co

ordinations, three supreme Gods, three substances, and I know not

what; all cavils taken from the manner of the thing, and in

tended to undermine the doctrine itself, which is and ought to

be the subject of belief. You will say, perhaps, that we have not

so full proof of this doctrine, as we have of eternity, prescience, or

ubiquity. Admit we have not : yet let that point, as to the

c A late author, in his Appeal to a

Turk or Indian, being pressed with

the instance about prescience and free

agency, has no way of coming off, but

by denying that there is so much as a

seeming repugnancy between the two

ideas, p.5. He is the first man ofparts

who, after considering the subject,

ever thought so. I could name him

many of the clearest heads and finest

wits among ancients and moderns,

(such as Dr. Burnet of the Charter

House, Mr. Locke, &c.) who have

been so sensible of the seeming repug

nancy, as to despair of ever clearing

it, or reconciling the ideas. Is there

no seeming repugnancy in maintaining

that the same act is certain, as being

foreknown, uncertain, as depending

on the will of a free agent ? I should

be glad to see the seeming repugnancy

answered, or took off any other way

than by an humble acknowledgment

of our ignorance in the high things of

God. And I would remind this au

thor, that this very instance about

prescience and free will carries much

greater difficulty in it than the doc

trine of three and one. For there is

no argument, I know of, against the

latter, but what is capable of a just

solution : that is, it may be shewn

where the argument has a flaw, and

where the chain breaks. But in the

other case, I think, the utmost we can

do is only to prove that the argument

must have a flaw someichere, though

we see not where; being content to

resolve all into the inscrutable perfec

tion of the divine Prescience, which

infinitely transcends our finite capaci

ties. With this author's good leave,

then,/Aere is a difference between these

two cases .- but the advantage lies

wholly on the side of the doctrine of

the Trinity, as being more easily de

fended than the other. And if he

pleases but to point his logic, con

tained in page 6, against free will, or

prescience, with the same rigour as he

intends it against the Trinity, I dare

promise him an absolute victory there,

though not here. But this, perhaps,

the author was not aware of ; any

more than of the difference between

saying, that few understand the doc

trine of the Trinity, and few under

stand the controversy about the Tri

nity ; committing the same blunder

twice, p. 12, 153. See my Supple

ment, p. 363 of this volume.
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truth of the doctrine, be decided by proper evidence ; discarding

all vain pretences about the manner; and then we may bring it

to a short issue.

" The directions/1 you say, " given in Scripture concerning the

" worship of God and Christ (and not philosophical conjectures

" concerning substances and essences) ought to be the guide of

" our practice." Let us then follow the directions given in

Scripture: not philosophical conjectures about self-existence; nor

Pagan distinctions about absolute and relative, ultimate and me

diate worship ; nor precarious suppositions of one that had been

God and Creator before, becoming greater by being appointed

Judge. Let worship, all religious worship, be paid, as Scripture

every where directs, to God alone, and to no creature. Let none

have worship that cannot be proved to be God, nor any want it

that can: and then there will soon be an end of all disputes ; and

worship will stand upon its old foundations, as it had ever stood,

before Pagans, Arians, and Papists perverted and corrupted the

true notions of it.

You state the main question between us in these terms,

(p. 413.) " Scripture," you say, " tells us there is but one God,

" oven the Father." Yes : Scripture styles the Father the " one

" or only God :" that is all you should pretend. The same Scrip

ture styles the Son God, ascribing also divine titles, attributes,

glory, to him. Now let your question be put : "In what sense

" these two propositions are, according to reason and the use

" of language, best understood to be consistent." I have at

large considered this very question, so stated, in a distinct Dis

course d ; which was published before this part of your Keply

was put to the press : as appears by your quoting my Sermons

in the former part. I have therefore just reason to complain

of your complaint, which you have borrowed from the Modest

Pleader ; and which, whatever was then, you have now no pre

tence for. I have shewn abundantly that your argument from

the exclusive terms is not, either according to reason or use of lan

guage, of any weight, in comparison to the proofs we bring of

Christ's being God in the same sense as the Father is, and one

God with him. The i Cor. viii. 6. which you urge in such a

manner as if the whole Scripture was to yield to one text, and

that misinterpreted, has been often answered. You blame me

for not expressing my faith in any Scripture positions: as if every

thing I assert as matter of faith were not as much Scripture

rt Sermon IV. p. 84, &c. of this volume.
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position, according to my way of understanding Scripture, as yours

is to your Scripture position according to your way : only the dif

ference is, that mine is the Catholic, approved way; yours is partly

Arian and partly Socinian.

Under this Query, I entered into a discourse about the mean

ing of believing mysteries, in answer to the objection, that our

doctrine is not intelligible- I shewed both of the doctrine in gene

ral, and of the particulars most usually excepted against, that

they are intelligible; as intelligible, at least, as omnipresence,

eternity, prescience, God's simplicity, self-existence, &c. To the

main of the discourse you have nothing to reply : but here and

there you throw in some short strictures upon such parts as you

think proper.

I had said, " the learned are hardly agreed, whether self-

" existence be a negative or positive idea." Upon which you

remark, " how absurd this is I have already shewn." What is

absurd \ The report, I had made of learned men, and their differ

ing on that head 2 No ; the fact is undoubtedly true. But it is

absurd for any one to make the idea negative : that, I presume,

is your meaning. And yet you here entirely mistake what I

was talking about ; and have certainly determined on the wrong

side of the question. For the question upon which the learned

have differed is this ; whether when we say any thing exists of

itself, or is self-existing, the words a se, or of self, have any positive

meaning, or mean only that it does not exist of another. Some

have carried the notion of its being positive so far, as to say God

is the cause of himselfe, or even made himself, as Lactantius ex-

presseth it : which is supposing the idea positive indeed, and is

manifestly absurd. Dr. Clarke, one of the latest writers, and

from whom one might have expected something accurate, yet

appears to be all over confused upon this very head in his famous

" Demonstration" of the " Existence." His professed design there

is to prove the existence of a first cause a priori : which has no

sense without the supposition of a cause prior to the first : which

e The expressions of avroycv))* and causa substantias. Hieron. in Ephes.

avro(f>v{ji, if strictly taken, lead to 3.

such a meaning. As also ex se ortus, Id quod est, ex se, atque in se con-

ex seipso, and the like. Petavius cites tinens. Hilar.

several testimonies of this kind. De Ex se principium cui contigit.

Trim. lib. v. cap. 5. p. 294. Hilar, alter.

Yiov iavrov. Synes. t£ iavrov rb tlvai o «m'

Solus Deus est, itaque principium ; Zach. Mitylen.

qui ex seipso dedit sibi ipse princi- Sui namque principium.

pium. Zen.Veron. Ex seipso procreatus ipse se

Deus—ipse sui origo est, suseque fecit. Lactant.
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yet is nonsense. The Doctor was too wise a man to say that God

is the cause of himself: and yet he says what amounts to it una

wares. He speaks of " necessity of existence," as being " ante-

" cedently, in order of nature, the cause or ground of that

" existence f :" which is, in short, making a, property or attribute

antecedent, in order of nature, to its subject, and the cause and

ground of the subject. And he talks in his Letters, of this ne

cessity absolute and antecedent (in order of nature) to the exist

ence of the first Cause, operating every where alike s. As if a

property operated in causing the substance, or making it to be

what it is. All this confusion seems to have been owing to the

Doctor's not distinguishing between modal and causal necessity;

and his not considering that self-existence, or aseity h, as the

Schools speak, is negative; and does not mean that the first

Cause is either caused by any thing ad extra, or by itself, (much

less by any property of itself,) but has no cause, is absolutely

uncaused. I was not therefore considering, whether any, or what

positive perfections are implied in self-existence, or in any being

that is self-existent, as you hastily apprehended, but whether

self-existence (having plainly a reference to the question whence

the thing is) is to be considered positively or negatively in regard

to the cause of that existence. I have now determined, I think

upon plain reasons, that it is negative only ; and that we are not

to suppose any cause, external or internal, but absolutely no cause;

because there is no cause prior to the first. The true way of

ending the dispute about the attribute of self-existence being po

sitive or negative, is by shewing what ideas are supposed to be

contained in it. No doubt but existence is a positive idea : and

the question only is, whether the manner of existing expressed

by self denotes any thing positive. It is plain it doth not, since

it means existing from no cause, which is negative; though such

existence implies all positive perfections. Bishop Stillingfleet on

the Trinity (p. 278.) says, " To be from himself, in the sense

" generally understood, is a mere negative expression :—and in

" this sense only, learned men have told us, that it is to be

" understood by those ancient and modern writers, who have

" used that expression, as when St Jerome saith, that God

f See Demonstration, &cw p. 9, 10, pio caret, est a se, non ab alio; con-

16. Letters, p. 35, 36, 16. tenduntque earn esse positiwm attri-

% Letters, p. 20, 37. butum ; quod eodero quidem redit ac

h Hanc Dei proprietatem quidam id quod diximus, sed vocibus novis

ex recentioribus philosophis aseitatem sine causa expressum est. Cleriei

vocarunt, quia Deus, eo quod princi- Pneumatol. cap. 3. p. 150.
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"is self-originated, and St. Austin, &c.— All these and such

" like expressions are only to be negatively understood'." To

return.

You proceed to make two or three little exceptions (scarce

worth notice) to what you met with in my Defence. You declare

that your argument against the Son's being God, in the strict

sense, is not founded upon what can or cannot be, (which I am

glad to hear,) but upon i Cor. viii. 6, which I have often an

swered. You acquaint me further, (p. 416,) that " two supreme

" Gods" cannot be " one supreme God ;" which I readily agree

to : as neither can two Gods, supreme and inferior, be one God,

or ever stand with the Scripture doctrine of one God. But two

Persons in nature equal, and so equally supreme, may be one

supreme God.

You assure me, that you did set out " upon the foot of Scrip-

" ture, and do continue upon that foot still." I heartily wish

you could mean, as well as say, and not revoke all again presently,

by denying the Son and Holy Ghost to be necessarily existing :

which you have not the least syllable of Scripture to countenance

you in. And I wish you would not every where represent a

distinction of order or office to be inconsistent with the dicine

Unity : which again you have no Scripture for, but mere fanciful

speculations. You have the less reason to blame me for men

tioning office in respect of God : because, you know, there was a

time, when the word God was thought to be always a relative

word of office.

As to Lucian's Philopatris, I have given my thoughts of it

above, (p. 439.) Your hints about a passage of Irenseus, which

I had sufficiently explained14 by another of Novatian, and a third

of Tertullian, are very trifling. Those heretics thought it mean

and degrading for God to become man: which made some of

them deny Christ's divinity, and others his humanity; all, the

union of both natures in one Person. Whether you or I give the

most countenance to those heretical tenets, I leave the reader to

judge.

QUERY XXII.

Whether his (the Doctor's) whole performance, whenever he differs

from us, be any thing more than a repetition of this assertion,

that being and person are the same, or that there is no medium

between Tritheism and Sabellianism ? Which is removing the

' See Pearson on the Creed, Art. i. p. 39. k Defence, vol.i. p. 463.
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cause from Scripture to natural reason, not very consistently with

the t itle of his book.

YOU begin with telling me, that " if two or more intelligent

" agents can be the same being, or subsist in the same individual

" substance, (provided the agents be not all of them self-existent,)

" this will no way affect the truth of Dr. Clarke's propositions."

The reader is to know that by the same being, or substance, in

this case, is understood the same necessarily existing substance :

for necessary and precarious, that is, uncreated and created, cannot

be called the same individual substance. By self-existent, as you

have now explained yourself, you mean necessarily existing. The

sum then of what you have here said amounts to this wise sen

tence ; " If two or more intelligent agents can be the same

" necessarily existing being, or subsist in the same necessarily exist-

" ing substance, (provided the agents be not all of them neces-

" sarily existing,) this will no way affect the truth of Dr. Clarke's

" propositions." What is this to the purpose ? Do not you here

plainly deny that two persons can be one necessary being, or

substance? And this is what Dr. Clarke has often denied1; and

could never give a sufficient reason for doing it. Indeed the

Doctor (or you for him) seems at length to have given up his

general principle, which ho first insisted upon, viz. that " two

" persons cannot be one being f which he chiefly grounded upon

the consideration of the imaginary composition implied in it. I

say, he appears to have given this up ; being at length sensible

that he has allowed, in another case, substance and substance,

being and being, to make one substance and one being, without any

composition. But what the Doctor (or you) insist upon now,

is, that two such Persons cannot be one necessary Being or sub

stance ; or that derived and underived cannot be both included

in one necessary substance. Which though it be putting the

objection upon a different foot, yet wants to be proved as much

as did the other : and is equally liable to the charge I brought

1 Three intelligent agents in one individual uncompounded being, is an

individual, identical substance, is so express contradiction. Ibid. p. 169.

self-evident a contradiction, that I Two individuals cannot, without an

think no reasoning can make it plainer express contradiction, have an identity

than intuition. Dr. Clarke's Three of nature. Ibid. p. 184.

Letters, p. 31. The reason why our Saviour could

Two persons to be one being, I think not affirm that he and his Father were

a manifest contradiction in terras, one Being, is because he would there-

Clarke's Reply, p. 157. by have affirmed that they were one

Two persons in one and the same Person. Ibid. p. 291.
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against the Doctor in this Query, his removing the cause from

Scripture to natural reason ; to a philosophical question, whether

the ideas of self-existence and necessary existence be the same or

different, or whether underived expresses an essential perfection,

all that necessary existence does, or only a relation of order, and

mode of existence. After all your pretences to Scripture, you

really resolve the dispute into this metaphysical question : and

you cannot advance your cause at all by Scripture, but by the

help of your metaphysics. You take your rise from i Cor. viii. 6,

to come at unoriginate : thus far is commenting upon Scripture.

The rest is philosophy, false philosophy, drawing inferences from

unoriginate to self-existence, from self-existence to necessary existence,

from thence to the Father's being alone necessarily existing,

from thence to the exclusion of the Son from being necessarily

existing, from thence to the making him a precarious being,

(though in words you deny it,) and from thence to his being a

creature : this is the course of your reasoning. Your irpwrov

yjftvbos, or fundamental error, lies in your philosophy, confounding

unoriginate (as did the ancient Eunomians) with necessary ex

istence ; which you have no foundation for : or if you be allowed

to make necessary existence the same with selfexistence ; you will

then never be able to prove that the Father alone is self-existent ;

or that the self-existence of three Persons (so understood) is at

all inconsistent with a real distinction of order and office. It

will be changing the names of things, and nothing more. It is

manifest, from what I have observed, that Scripture is not the

thing you trust, to, but philosophy ; because when we have

granted you all you pretend to have proved from Scripture, viz.

that the Father is the first Person, derived from none, you are

still but where you were, till you call in philosophy and meta

physics to make out the rest, and to determine the main question.

You are now pleased to put the matter upon this, whether two

supreme Persons can be one supreme God. You say, (p. 420,)

" two equally supreme Persons united may be in the complex

" sense, one Being, one substance ; but they will not consequently

" be one supreme Governor, one Lord, one God.1' Now here,

in the first place, I very much blame your not attending to the

distinction of supreme in nature and supreme in order. It is in

the first sense only that we assert two or three supreme Persons ;

supreme in every perfection, having no higher or lower, no better

or worse, no degrees of essential power, wisdom, or any other

attribute. At the same time, those Persons, thus equally supreme
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in nature, are not equally supreme in order, but two of them are

subordinate to one, the Head and Centre of Unity. And because

they are in nature undivided, and in order referred up to that

one Head and Fountain of all ; they are therefore, with him, one

Governor, one Lord, and one God. And though the authority,

the dominion, the power be considered always primarily in the

Father, vet is it common to all ; only with this order, that the

Father has it from none, theyfrom the Father : so that all that

remains peculiar to the Father is a preeminence, or priority of

order. This is the Catholic doctrine which you are endeavouring

to confute: but, instead of arguments, you generally give us

only ambiguous words and names, to confound and perplex what

ought to be kept clear and distinct.

You tell me of running counter to Scripture and antiquity, in

making more than one " absolutely supreme over all." Here

you are only doubling upon, or trifling with, the word supreme.

I make three supreme in nature ; I suppose one only supreme in

order or office : shew me either one text of Scripture or one single

testimony of Catholic antiquity, (I allow not Eusebius for such,)

that plainly contradicts either of these positions. They appear

to me, both of them, true and just positions ; founded in Scrip

ture, and confirmed by the universal suffrage of the ancients. If

they appear not consistent in your philosophy, own it frankly

and ingenuously, as an honest man would : but do not misreport

Scripture and antiquity.

What follows in p. 42 1 is only repeating your own fictions

both of me and of the ancients.

I had appealed to the Prophet Isaiah, as interpreted by

St. John, making Father and Son " one Lord of hosts." You

tell me bluntly, " there is no such thing in the texts ;" referring

me to Dr. Clarke's Scripture Doctrine. I say, there is in those

texts all that I before asserted : and why do you now refer me

to Dr. Clarke, whose pretences I had before m considered, and, I

think, confuted ?

You tell me that neither the ancient writers nor Bishop Bull

are at all of my opinion in the point of " equal supremacy of

" dominion.'" But so far as I apprehend of the ancients and of

Bishop Bull, they were exactly of my opinion, as they are directly

opposite to yours : and I wonder at your presumption in claim

ing any acquaintance with them or interest in them.

You have a pretty argument (p. 425.) to prove St. Paul a

m Sermons, p. 43 of this volume.
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Pagan and an idolater, upon my principles ; that is, upon the

principles of the Catholic Church in all ages ; for mine are no

other. But how is this wonderful consequence to be raised ? It

is first by supposing, that St. Paul excluded the Son from the

one Godhead; an imaginary consequence drawn from i Cor. viii.

6. And next by supposing, that St. Paul allowed mediate and

inferior worship ; another imaginary inference drawn from

i Tim. ii. 5. Phil. ii. 1 1 . After sporting yourself a while in so

ridiculous an argument, you come to invent something for me to

say : you suppose I shall say, that our Lord is that one God

mentioned 1 Cor. viii. 6. which you think highly absurd. But

what if I should plead, that that one God is a silly expression,

where there are not two one-f.ods; and therefore should rather

say, that our Lord is not that Person there styled one God by

way of eminence, but another Person, who is yet one God with

him. Your interpretation of the gods many and lords many, as

alluding to the superior and inferior deities of the Pagans,

stands upon the authority of Mr. Mede : who, like a modest and

learned man, proposed it only as a plausible conjecture, not with

the confidence you speak of it. An ingenious gentleman™ has

very lately suggested several things on that head well deserving

consideration; and such as appear sufficient to make Mr.Mede's

construction pass for precarious at least, if not certainly false.

There is one obvious objection to be further used against it; that

to make the gods many answer in the comparison, (in your way,)

they should be understood to be many supreme Gods ; which yet

the heathens never asserted, but the contrary ; as Dr. Cudworth

and other learned men have abundantly shewn. To me it

appears, that the many gods and many lords mean the same

thing, under different names ; and that St. Paul, in opposition to

having many, asserts that all things were of the one God, and by

the one Lord, intimating their perfect unity of power, perfection,

and operation, so as to be both but one God and one Lord ; the

one Lord being one with the one God, and vice versa. To pro

ceed : how well you have been able to answer the charge of

Polytheism has been seen before : and particularly as to Origen,

it has been shewn that his answer to the charge in his piece

against Celsus was nothing like yours, but directly contrary ;

affirming Father and Son to be one God.

I pass over your repetitions in p. 426, 427, which have been

abundantly answered. Two Gods, one supreme and another in-

n Mr. Wade's Short Inquiry into the Doctrine of the Trinity, &c. p. 39, &c.
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ferior, is so manifestly your doctrine, that you do but expose

yourself to ridicule by struggling to evade it. The Socinians, in

this, were plainer men, and did not scruple to confesss a clear

thing.

You pretended, before, to bring Ante-Nicene and Post-Ni-

cene writers against me, as to the point of charging you with

Polytheism. I knew you had none, but that you had unhappily

deceived yourself with a few second-hand scraps of Athanasius,

Hilary, and Basil, which you understood not. I answered your

pretences, and produced full and plain testimonies" against you,

botli from Ante-Nicene and Post-Nicene antiquity. One was

out of a fragment of Dionysius Romanus, preserved by Atha

nasius ; a very valuable one, and such as no critic will ever

doubt of, as to its being genuine : your exceptions therefore

against it, as of doubtful authority, are not worth the notice ;

besides that I have answered them above!'. Another testimony

I produced from Athanasius himself, (or perhaps Basil.) who

makes it Ditheism either to suppose two principles, or to admit

one God underived and another God derived. Your remark upon

him for it is so very shrewd and sagacious, that it is pity the

reader should lose it : he shall have it in your own words :

" You cite a passage of Athanasius, that he who introduces a

" God underived, and another who is a God derived, makes two

" Gods : which is not very consistent with his own foregoing

" words, that he who introduces two original principles preaches

" two Gods : for, that in this unoriginate principality over all,

" consists the unity of God, was the express doctrine of all the

" Ante-Nicene writers.'" Now are you really so blind as not to

have perceived, that that origination (according to the ancients)

was not supposed to make the Father one God exclusive of the

other Persons ? But because two of the Persons were referred

to one as their Head, undivided from him ; therefore all three

together were the one God. This was the use they made of the

origination : not to throw out the Son and Holy Ghost, as you do,

but to take them both in. Yet you are constantly representing

that origination in a quite different light, and to a quite dif

ferent purpose ; meanly quoting Bp. Pearson for it : who con

tradicts you in the very same sentence, and represents the case

as it really stood among the ancients, being a learned and a

Judicious man.

Upon this occasion, I shall here translate that passage of

° Defence, vol. i. p. 470. » Page 634.
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Athanasius, that the common reader may see what the ancients

thought of Tritheism, in a very few words :

He that introduces two principle! (or heads) preaches up two

" Gods : such was the impious doctrine of Marcion. Again, he

" that asserts an uncreated God, and another God created, does

" also make two Gods ; because of the difference of nature

" {essence) which he blasphemously introduces. But where there

" is one Head, (or Father,) and one offspring from him, there is

" but one God ; the Godhead being perfect in the Father, and

" the perfect Godhead of the Father being also in the Son." I

refer the reader to my Defence, (vol. i. p. 470,) for the original ;

where he will also find other passages to the same purpose.

What you produce next from Justin, Novatian, Hilary, and

Bishop Pearson, the reader may judge of by the last of them ;

whom you quote as saying, " This origination in the divine

" Paternity has anciently been looked upon as the assertion of

" the unity.11 Here you stop, as usual. The very next words

of Bishop Pearson are ; " and therefore the Son and Holy Ghost

" have been believed to be but one God with the Father,

" because both from the Father, who is one, and so the union

" of them<i direotly contrary to what you cited him for. Such

are your representations of authors ; such your manner of using

the common reader.

QUERY XXIII.

Whether the Doctor's notion of the Trinity be more clear and in

telligible than the other ?

The difficulty in the conception of the Trinity is, how three Persons

can be one God ?

Does the Doctor deny that every one of the Persons, singly, is God?

No : Does he deny that God is one ? No : How then are three

one ?

Does one and the same authority, exercised by all, make them one,

numerically or individually one and the same God? That is hard

to conceive how three distinct Beings, according to the Doctor's

scheme, can be individually one God, that is, three Persons one

Person.

If therefore one God necessarily signifies but one Person, the conse

quence is irresistible ; either that the Father is that one Person,

and none else, which is downright Sabellianism ; or that the three

Persons are three Gods.

Thus t/ie Doctor's scheme is liable to the same difficulties with the

other.

1 Pearson on the Creed, p. 40.
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There is indeed one easy way ofcoming off, and that is, by saying that

the Son and Holy Spirit are neither of them God, in the Scrip

ture-sense of the word. But this is cutting the knot, instead of

untying it; and is in effect to say, they are not set forth as divine

Persons in Scripture.

Does the communication ofdivine powers and attributesfrom Father

to Son and Holy Spirit, make them one God, the divinity of the

two latter being the Father's divinity? Yet the same difficulty

recurs ; for either the Son and Holy Ghost have distinct attri

butes, and a distinct divinity of tlieir own, or they have not : if

they have, they are (upon the Doctor's principles) distinct Gods

from the Fatlter, and as much as finite from infinite, creature

from Creator ; and then how are they one ? If they have not,

then, since they have no other divinity, but that individual di

vinity, and those attributes which are inseparablefrom the Father's

essence, they can have no distinct essence from the Father's ; and

so (according to the Doctor) will be one and the same Person, that

is, will be names only.

Q. Whether this be not as unintelligible as the orthodox notion of

the Trinity, and liable to the like difficulties : a communication of

divine powers and attributes, without t/ie substance, being as hard

to conceive, nay, much harder, than a communication of both

together ?

YOU begin thus : " The difficulty in the conception of the

" Trinity, is not how three Persons can be one God. For the

" Scripture no where expresses the doctrine in those words : and

" the difficulty of understanding a Scripture doctrine ought not

" surely to lie wholly upon words not found in Scripture." The

reader is to know that this is a new turn, intended to bring you

off from the first state of the question, where you happened to

lose yourself in your first answer. However, though it may pass

for an ingenious shift in distress, there is very little in it more

than in yourfirst answer. Only it is hard upon me to have new

answers now formed to old Queries, and to be put upon changing

my method of defence, as often as you are pleased to vary your

responses. Whoever taught you this new turn was a man of no

great prudence or foresight : he did not consider how it inevi

tably recoils upon Dr. Clarke. For the Scripture no where ex

presses in words or in sense his main doctrine, that the Father

alone is necessarily existing, that neither the Son nor the Holy

Ghost is necessarily existing ; (so you now confessedly understand

self-existence :) these are tenets not found in Scripture expressly,

nor so much as deducible by any consequence, or shadow of a
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consequence. Why then did you not consider better, before you

drew up a charge upon others, which at length falls only on your

own friends 1 You go on : " Tt is very strange that a man of your

" abilities should write a large book without so much as knowing,

" or ever once being able to express, what the true question is."

And it is very strange that a man of your abilities should per

ceive nothing of my mistaking the question, when you first an

swered the Queries; but should be forced to learn this at

length of the Modest Pleader, from whom you have been con

tent to echo it. Though my abilities are very slender, yet this

mean suggestion will hardly find credit, even among the lowest

readers that can at all distinguish between a probable untruth,

and one that is plainly romantic. "When you are again disposed

to abuse an adversary, do it a little more artfully ; if without

any truth, yet with a little discretion. But I excuse you for being

misled by a third person, who was too wise to set his name. As

to the question, I have not mistook it, but have kept close to it ;

while the Doctor and you have been either industriously dis

guising it, or unfairly running from it. You might think it suf

ficient, if your shifting and shuffling in so momentous a contro

versy (which plain and honest men, on either side, can but hardly

excuse) be passed over as tolerable ; or may but admit of any

candid and plausible colour, from the circumstances you are

under. It becomes you not, in the mean time, so magisterially

to correct others for stating the question right, and as it ought

to be stated. Had you but had the courage and spirit of your

friend Mr. Whiston, I doubt not but you yourself would have

stated the question as he, and I, and all men of sense and undis

guised ingenuity have ever done. But enough of this.

You were here to clear Dr. Clarke's doctrine of the charge of

three Gods. You first observe, that the word God no where in

Scripture denotes the Holy Ghost. Well then, you will throw

him out from being God, and reduce the number to two : though,

when I wrote before, I imagined Dr. Clarke and you had ad

mitted the Holy Ghost to be God; and the rather, because I

never heard that you had retracted your subscription, or would

scruple to repeat it. But not to press you further on so tender

a point ; how get you off from asserting two Gods, the Father

and the Son I You have nothing to say, but repeating and tri

fling : let us go to another point. *

You are next to retort the charge of Tritheism upon me :

which I have answered more than once, and need not do it

WATERI.AND, VOL. II. 7. 7.
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again. Dr. Clarke's scheme, you say, is easily expressed in the

very words of Scripture. But had the Doctor gone no further

than Scripture, his scheme could never have been expressed at

all. Only, since he has told you where, and how, to understand

self-existent, and where to exclude it; now you pretend his

scheme may be expressed in Scripture words. Do you imagine

that 1 cannot as easily, or more easily, find Scripture words for

mine I But this is trifling. Why have you not laid down your

doctrine in Scripture words, that I might compare it with the

Doctor's propositions, to see how far they exceed or come short !

I may here dismiss the Modest Pleader, who is set in the front,

and is not answering my Defence, but my Queries : which you

had done before, and, I think, more to the purpose ; I am sure

more ingenuously andfrankly, and more like a lover of truth. I

have reason to complain of your not digesting your book better,

and not throwing your disjointed materials into a more neat and

regular order, after you had so long time for the compiling. For

when sometimes I thought a point had been discussed, and we

were to have no more of it, in that Query at least ; as I go on

some pages forwards, there, I observe, I am to discuss the same

things again ; which gives me some trouble, and must create

confusion in the reader.

The Modest Pleader, I perceive, draws off in p. 436, and now

I am to engage a new man, whom I will suppose to be the man

I am writing to. You need say no more about the charge of

three Gods, or two Gods . I understand you very fully, that the

Father is one God, as being necessarily existing ; the Son another

God infinitely inferior, of the Father's appointing. Strain no

more for apologies : the thing is out, though long a bringing

forth ; and now our dispute will run clear. Here is very little

of moment occurring but what has been answered. You have

a few quibbles in p. 438, which are all abundantly answered in

my Defence'. You object Bishop Pearson to me against my

saying, that the word God is sometimes taken personally and

sometimes essentially. And what says Bishop Pearson I I have

a great respect for his memory. He says, the word God in the

Apostles1 Creed is not taken essentially : so say I too. Nor is

it taken essentially, but personally, in the Nicene Creed. There

fore what ? therefore it is never taken otherwise : that is your

consequence, when you can make any consequence of it. It

is the qld Valentinian distinction, you observe. I am glad

* Vol. i. p. 477, 478.
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it is so old however : those heretics sometimes borrowed good

things from the Church : though they happened to spoil them

in the use. But, if you look again into Tertullian, you will find

that Valentinian distinction to be nothing akin to ours, except

it be in the name.

In page 439, you are finding I know not what perplexities in

a very easy thing ; which 1 have accounted for twice already in

prints. Intelligent agent, being only two adjectives, is to be

understood according to the subject to which the attributes are

applied. Put the words to substance, and then we have intelligent

agent substance, whether in person or persons. If the substance

be thus or thus circumstantiated, (as explained above,) intelligent

agent substance may be a single person ; if otherwise, it may be

more persons: so that intelligent agent is different in sense and

meaning, according as it may be differently applied. What you

repeat about a principle of individuation, and your further spe

culations thereupon, have been sufficiently obviated; or have

nothing contradictory to any thing I assert. I allow that three

stands for three, and three substances for three substances, and

three Gods for three Gods. What is all this to me ? I do not

assert that three stands for more or less than three ; nor that

three substances, but that three Persons (who are not three sub

stances) are one substance ; nor that three Gods, but three

Persons (who are not three Gods) are one God. What you say

of Sabellius (p. 442) has been answered above. And what you

say of the Church's holding " one and the same individual iden-

" tical whole substance," affects not me, who never express my

notion in such uncouth terms. The same undivided substance is

what I hold and maintain in opposition both to substances and to

the Sabellian notion of one Hypostasis, nominally, and not really

distinguished.

Origen's account of the Sabellian notion is very distinct and

accurate, as I before observed, viz. that the Father and Son

were one, not in essence only, (or substance,) but in subject, (or

suppositum,) being called Father and Son under different considera

tions, not really or personally distinguished This is a just ac

count of Origen's sense in that passage. And it is observable,

that the Notftians of that time would not have been blamed for

8 Preface to Sermons, at the begin- tov warpbs, dXX' ev ov p6vov ova-la

ning of this volume. Supplement to dAXa iea» vnoKtipiva rvy^avovras ap- ,

the Case of Arian Subscription, p. 332 qborfpovs, Kara nvas tmvolat, ov /ear

of this volume. vnoaraatv, Xtyeadai naripa to! vlov.

1 M17 &ia(f>tptiv rif dpt6pu> tov vlov Orig. Com. in Joh. p. 186.

Z Z 2
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supposing the Father and Son to be tv ova'ia, one in essence, (or

what we call one in substance,) had they not carried the union so

high as to make one suppositum, or what we now call one Person,

of both, without any real distinction. Your account of it is very

little different from mine ; only you are fond of the phrase, single

existent substance, which serves you to play with, and you know

not what you mean by it. Do but define what a single existent

substance is, and I will soon tell you whether the name belongs to

every single person, or to all together.

Undivided substance, in three Persons, you say, makes three

substances. How do you prove it ? I have often told you that

Dr. Clarke and you will not admit this kind of reasoning in an

other case, for fear of dividing the divine substance into num

berless substances. If you can admit substance and substance,

nay, this substance and that substance, where there are no sub

stances; why do you deal thus unequally with others? You must

allow that union is enough to constitute sameness, without mak

ing either complex or compound substance : otherwise you make

a complex or compound substance of God. Since therefore the

same or equal difficulties bear upon both, be so fair and so

candid as to condemn or to acquit both. As to the sense of

Hypostasis, I have delivered my mind above.

You bring in a long detail of the sense of ova-la and v-aoaraais,

in which I am very little concerned ; having never pretended

that Hypostasis, or Person, does not imply substance, or signify

substance. Only, in dimnis, a person is not separate .substance,

nor, consequently, more persons more substances : so that what

you have to say in the following pages is mostly wide and foreign.

I may just throw a few strictures upon your account, as I pass

along. 'TwoVrao-iy, you say, signifies singular identical substance.

Now, because you often speak of singular identical substance, as

if you really understood what you are talking about; let us

stop a while, and examine what you mean by it. I conceive, you

mean just as much substance as you take into your thoughts at

once, considering it as one. You have brought the divine sub

stance under extension ; and so give me leave to question you a

little upon that head, in a style proper to your notion. You

can conceive, in your thoughts, as much of that substance as is

commensurate, suppose, to the sun : pray tell me, if this be not

a singular identical substance, in your own way of reasoning. Con

sider only half of that ; and then there is another singular iden

tical substance. Divide into quarters; and then you have four



Qu. xxiii. OF SOME QUERIES. 709

singular identical substances. And as every thing extended is

(as our mathematicians tell us) infinitely divisible ; there will be

as many singular identical substances as you are pleased to con

ceive divisible parts. Do I misrepresent you ? Or are none of

those parts singular identical substances, but all one singular iden

tical substance ? What is the reason of it ? Is it not that union

makes sameness, all real sameness ? You must say so : otherwise,

upon your principles, I will demonstrate that there is not a

singular identical substance in the world ; the least imaginable

same being still further divisible, in conception, infinitely. What

use you will now make of singular identical substances, I know

not : but this I know, that you can never oblige me to admit

two undivided inseparable persons to be two singular identical

substances, till you divide the divine substance (as you conceive

it) into as many singular identical substances as there are con

ceivable parts. Having given this hint of the fruitlessness of the

pains you are taking about Hypostasis, I may now ask, is this

the doctrine Christ came to teach, that three divine Persons must

be three singular identical substances ? But to proceed. I forgot

to ask you, whether any two parts of the divine substance, in

your way of thinking, are 6/xoowria, or Tavroovaia, or y.ovocru<ria \

I know they must be una substantia, though either of them is

singular identical substance, distinct by itself, and this is not that.

I believe you would be more puzzled about the use of terms, in

that case, than ever were the Fathers in respect of the

Trinity.

What I intend by all I have here said is, to make you at

length sensible of two things, about which you have been hither

to very slow and unperceiving.

1. That a man may have a very clear and full notion of an

union and a distinction, and yet be very much puzzled about the

names whereby they should be called.

2. That the metaphysical objections wherewith you have been

endeavouring to clog the Catholic doctrine of the Trinity, (abou

specific, numerical, individual, identical, and the like, are not so

much owing to any difficulty there is in the conception of the

doctrine, (which was a plain thing long before ever those words

came in, and still is so,) but to the difficulty of fixing, defining,

settling, in all cases, what those several words, names, or phrases,

shall import. But I proceed.

Instead of amusing your reader with a long detail of the use

of ovaLa and inroaTao-n, such as the learned will despise, and the

■
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unlearned will not edify by ; it were better to have endeavoured

to give him a distinct idea of what the ancients meant by one

Hypostasis, or three Hypostases. That I may say something

which may be useful to common readers, the case lies thus .- The

faith of the Church all along was in Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost, one God, into which they were baptized. The Father

was not the Son, nor the Son the Father, nor the Holy Ghost

either of the other. This was the common faith of the Church

before either person or substance was talked of.

In Justin Martyr's time, we find that nothing was to be

worshipped but God; that these three, Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost, were all worshipped, yet not as three Gods ; that they

were believed to be really distinct, and not nominally only : but

the distinction was not expressed by persons, nor the union by

substance; nor does it appear that the word Trinity was yet

applied to this case.

In Athenagoras, we find plain mention made of the union and

distinction of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; but still nothing of

persons and substance.

Theophilus, of the same age, about the year 180, is the first

writer extant that expressly gives them the name of Trinity.

But still persons and substance were not mentioned.

But upon the disputes raised by Praxeas, Noetus, and Sabel

lius11, (one after another,) it by degrees grew into common use

to express the distinction by persons, and the unity by one sub

stance. I know not whether Clemens of Alexandria mar be

reckoned the first writer extant that expressly has the name of

one substance {fiovabiKr) ovcrCa) applied in this case. It is certain

Tertullian has it, and persons too. And this became the usual

way of expressing what had been all along believed and pro

fessed, though under other terms. The Sabellians (by which I

mean all of Sabellian principles) charged the Catholics with

u Facundus Hermianensis is a little Ecclesiam, necessario in usum y>nrdi-

mistaken, when he confines it to the cationis assumptum est ; ut qui semper

times of Sabellius : but if we under- tres crediti sunt, et vocati, Pater, et

stand him of Sabellius, and his pre- Filius, et Spiritus Sanctus, uno quo-

decessors, Noetus and Praxeas, his que simul et communi Personam*

observation is just. His words are : nomine voearentur. Deinde etiam et

Nam sic Ecclesia Christi, etiam cum subsistentite dictie sunt, quoniam Ee-

necdum ad distinctionem Patris, et clesise placuit, ad significandam Trini-

Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, uteretur no- tatem, et hoc nomen distinctioni per-

mine Persona. Tres credidit, et pra- sonali tribuere. Facun. Herm. lib. i.

dicavit, Patrera, et Filium, et Spintum p. 8.

Sanctum,—Personarum autem nomen See what I have said above, p. 541.

non nisi cum Sabellius impugnaret
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three Gods, and thereby first gave occasion to the Church to

make use of the word Person : for their answer was, that they

did not profess two Gods, or three Gods, but one God and two

Persons, or three Persons x.

There being in the Trinity a distinction and an union, there

would naturally arise some difference about the use of several

terms, to be either plurally or singularly predicated, according as

the intent might be to speak of the Persons as distinguished into

three, or as united in one God. The same names either plurally

or singularly predicated sometimes served to express both the

distinction and union. Gregory Nazianzen calls them Lights and

Light, that is, three Lights, and yet but one Light ; and so three

Lives, and yet but one Life ; three Goods, and yet but one Good;

three Glories, and yet but one Glory ; the mind conceiving the

three as distinct, though in themselves united and inseparable)1.

All the care to be take in these cases was, not to make the

distinction too wide by the plural expressions, nor the unity too

close by the singular : and the disputes that arose in this case

were from men's different apprehensions about this or that

phrase, or expression, as being liable to abuse one way or other.

Three Spirits was a phrase generally thought to cam' the dis

tinction too far : and therefore one Spirit became the more

common language ; though even Jerome himself has been

thought to have used the phrase of three Spirits7-.

But the greatest debate of all was about three Hypostases,

begun at Antioch. The Arians had used the phrase to signify

three substances, understanding them to be different in kind, (as

gold, silver, brass,) and separate from each other. Again, the

Sabellians had made use of one Hypostasis, to signify one substance

in such a sense as left no real distinction, but nominal only.

Here was therefore danger on either side; either of dividing

the substance by making three Hypostases, or of confounding the

Persons by making one. This difference was at length com

promised, (A. D. 362,) in a synod at Alexandria, where Atha-

nasius presided : either manner of expression was left indifferent,

so long as they agreed in one common faith, meaning both the

x See Hippolytus contr. Noet. and ostendam. Principalem Spiritum

Tertull. adv. Prax. Patrem appellat : quia Filius ex Patre,

y Zaas Kai (or)*, (piora Kai <f>S>t, et non Pater ex Filio. Spiritum au-

aya6a Kai ayaBbv, &6£as rat &6£ay tem rectum, veritatis atque justitia?,

6«o» (Katrrop hv Btaprfrai u6vov, rov Christum Dominum sifjnificat.

yov xa>pi(ovrot ra axwpurra. Oral. xiii. Porro Spiritum Sanctum aperto no-

p. 31 1 . mine vocat. Hieron. in Galat. torn. iv.

1 Tre8 Spiritus nominates breviter cap. 14. p. 168.
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same thing under different terms. So that fi(a vndaraxris or rpeit

vTtoar&a-tis might be asserted, in like manner as d><3s or <pwra7

the same word plurally predicated to express the distinction, and

also singularly to express the union ; the plural being equivalent

to three Persons, the singular to one God : for that was all the

ancients intended, never to make the Persons one, nor the God

head many.

The Latins1 could hardly bear the phrase of tres substantia:

it seemed to carry more in it than the Greeks' three Hypostases.

It was understood to mean either three substances, (that is, a

division of substance,) or three different kinds of substance ;

neither of which could be borne : and therefore una substantia

became the common language : but so that the real distinction

between Father, Son, and Holy Ghost was kept up, to guard

against Sabellianism. Indeed Hilary uses tres substantia : and

so, no doubt, did some other Latins who were zealous Catholics:

but then they intended no difference in the kind of substance,

nor any division in the same kind : which secured the true Ca

tholic notion ; and the offence lay only in the expression. In

short, the main thing they intended in all was, that the three

Persons were really, and more than nominally distinct, and all

but one God. And they admitted several ways of expressing the

distinction, or union, in such modes of speech as were thought

most proper to it. Provided both a real distinction, a real

Trinity were kept up, and at the same time an unity of Godhead;

the rest amounted only to a verbal dispute, or strife about words.

I may here remark, that Basil, Nazianzen, Austin, and others,

blame the scantiness of the Latin tongue, as being the sole reason

of the perplexity of the Latins, in relation to the phrase of tres

a Et qui8quam, rogo, are sacrilego

tres substantias praedicabit ? Hieron.

Ep. ad Damas. torn. iv. p. 20.

Sub nomine Catholicae fidei, impia

verba defendunt; dicentes, tres esse

substantias, cum semper Catholica

fides unam substantiam Patris et Filii

et Spiritus Sancti confessa sit. Faustin.

Fid. Theodns. Missa.

Quia nostra loquendi consuetudo

jam obtinuit, ut hoc intelligatur cum

dicimus essentiam quod intelligitur

cum dicimus substantiam; non au-

demus dicere unam essentiam, tres

substantias, sed unam essentiam vel

substantiam, tres autem Personas.

August. Trin. lib. v. c. 9. p. 838.

Sunt tria quadam coeterna, consub-

stantialia, coessentialia. Sed cum

quaereretur a patribus, ut diceretur,

Quid tria; nec essentias, nec substan

tias, nec naturas dicere ausi sunt ; ne

aliqua forte diversitas crederetur essen-

tiarum, aut naturarum, aut substan-

tiarum : sed dixerunt rres Personas,

unam essentiam ; ut una essentia de-

clararet Deum unum, tres autem Per

sona; Sanctam Trinitatem ostenderent.

Fulgent, de Trin. cap. iii. p. 330.

b Idcirco rres substantias esse dix

erunt, subsistentium Personas per sub

stantias edocentes, non substantiam

Patris et Filii diversitate dissimilis

essentia; separantes. Hilar, de Synod.

p. 1 1 70.
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substantia. Yet we find, that for a long season the phrase of

Tpiii vnoor&creis was almost as much a bone of contention among

the Greeks, as tres substantia among the Latins ; and that it was

with great difficulty that it at length prevailed, and became the

common language c ; as it was also with some difficulty that the

other way of speaking, viz. una substantia, obtained among the

Latins. The true ground of all was this, that both Greeks and

Latins wanted a phrase to express substance considered as

united, but distinguished at the same time. Three substances

(whether v7roorci<mj or substantia)) expressed, ordinarily, three

divided substances; and the latter, three of different kinds:

what therefore could they invent to express three things (tres res

or tria) real and substantial, but undivided ? Here lay the pinch

of the difficulty. Substantia de substantia expressed it tolerably

well ; like as Lumen de lumine, and Deus de Deo : but still what

wero they to put to the word three, in the plural way of predi

cation ? Persons ? But Sabellius had wrested and depraved the

sense of the word person to an ambiguous or sinister meaning.

Substances ? But that was also liable to misconstruction, and to

be perverted to another extreme. However, the Greek vitoa-TA-

<T(n, by degrees, obtained to signify the same as Tsp6cra>na kwno-

orara. And so long as no division be understood, the phrase

may serve very well : and so perhaps might the Latin substantia,

had not custom carried it the other way. The Latins have since

invented tres subsistences, tria supposita, instead of tres substantia;

though the very Schoolmen have not scrupled tres substantia,

with the addition of incommunicabiles, or relative d, to intimate

that the Persons are not divided substances, but that they are

united, and depending on each other, relative as to existence, so

that one cannot be without the other, or separate from the other :

under which cautions they can admit tres substantia, and yet una

c Quamobrem gratis Basilius Ro- possunt tres substantia in Deo, non

mania objiciebat, quod cum nominum vero in priori. Et propter banc equi-

Graecorum vim ignorarent, illamm vocationem vitandam, multi ex anti-

duarum vocum significationem con- quia patribus negarunt hanc locutio-

funderent ; quandoquidem alii e Grae- nem, ne viderentur cum Ario sentire,

cis nativae patria?que linguae non ignari qui essentias in Trinitate multiplicabat

prorsus, earum discrimen non satis in- —et ita D.Thomas dicit juxta consue-

telligebant. he Quien Panopl. p. 28. tudinem Ecclesia? non esse absolute

d Est aequivocum substantia nomen, dicendas tres substantias; addendo

et saepe significat essentiam Potest vero aliquid, quod determinet signifi-

etiam significare suppositum; et max- cationem, dici posse ut tres sub-

ime si addatur prima substantia, quia stuntice incommunicabiles, seu rela-

supposilum maxime per se subsistit. tivte. Suarez. Metaph. Disq. xxxiv.

Unde in hac signincatione admitti sec. 1. n. 6. p. 177.
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substantia in all : like as tres res, though all together una gumma

res. The truth is, every Person is substance, (but not properly a

substance,) substance in union with substance, and not divided : a

thing easy to be understood, but not easy to be expressed. Yon

would find the like difficulty in expressing the parts of the divine

substance, in your hypothesis of extension. You cannot but admit

that every part is substance, (substance it must be, or nothing,)

and yet because of their inseparable union, and their making one

substance in the whole ; you would not dare to call one part a

substance, or several parts several substances. This I again inti

mate, that you may not be too severe upon others, merely about

a mode of expression, (which is all the case,) when in a parallel

instance the objection may be as strongly retorted upon your

selves. You admit substance and substance, where you think it

not proper to say substances : and if you had not, yet you could

never be able to shew that substance and substance, considered

in union, must always make substances. Yet a great part of what

you have been endeavouring under this Query, as well as what

Dr.Whitby has urged in the Second Part of his Reply, is founded

chiefly upon a precarious, nay false supposition, that, if every

person be substance, three Persons must be three substances, and

cannot be one substance. Now to return.

I must here take notice of a passage of Gregory Nazianzen,

produced first by Mr. Whistone with great pomp, as making some

notable discovery ; and now by you, I suppose, for the like pur

pose. What Mr.Whiston professedly (and you covertly) intends

from that passage is, that Athanasius was the first inventor or

teacher of the divinity, consubstantiality, coequalitv, and coetemity

of the Holy Spirit. This would be a great discovery indeed, had

Gregory Nazianzen really said it.

But before we come to the remarkable passage, it will be

proper to inform the reader what Gregory had been saying be

fore, and how this sentence, which I shall presently produce at

length, came in. The oration is a panegyric upon Athanasius ;

wherein he runs through the most remarkable incidents of his

life : his sufferings and his services, his great prudence, fervent

zeal, and undaunted courage in the cause of Christ. He observes

how Athanasius f, even in his younger years, before the Nicene

Council, had very just and accurate notions of the doctrine of

the Trinity; keeping a mean between the extreme of Sabellius

e Whiston's Reply to Lord Nottingham, Add. p. 92.

f Greg. Naz. Orat. xxi. p. 380, 381.
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(who had too much contracted the Godhead by confounding the

distinction) and the other extreme of Arius, who had divided

the Godhead into separate Deities. He describes afterwards the

many difficulties Athanasius met with, raised by the hatred and

enmity of the Arians : particularly in the year 356, in the reign

of Constantius, when Gregory the Arian was put into the see of

Alexandria, and Athanasius forced to flee for his life. Then

were the churches put into the hands of the Arians : who, having

the secular power on their side, spared no severities ; but raged

against the Catholics with all imaginable cruelties. Then it was,

especially about the year 359, that the ancient and pious doctrine

of t/ie Trinity (as Nazianzen s says) was dissolved and destroyed :

and Arianism, unscriptural Arianism, brought in, in its room.

Many, who were in their hearts true friends to the ancient doc

trine, yet complied too far with the Arian confessions'1; which,

Nazianzen says, he had often lamented with tears. And such

was the violence of the persecution, that , excepting somefew men

that stood out, and others whose station was so low as to make

them be overlooked, all yielded to the times ; induced thereto

either by fear or by interest, or else ignorantly circumvented by

fraud. During these storms, and in the midst of so general an

apostasy, Athanasius stood firm and unmoved ; the main support

of the true ancient faith. In 361, Constantius, who had been

the strength of the Arians, dies : and a worse than he, Julian

the apostate emperor, succeeds. Here was some peace to the

Church, but it was yet miserably distracted with heresies, with

variety of sects and parties, tearing one another. In 363, Julian

being slain, Jovian succeeded : still things were in confusion as

to the state of the Church. The Arians, in some places, were

many and powerful, and had been endeavouring very early to

stir up the emperor Jovian against Athanasius and all his ad

herents. At this critical time, in the midst of danger, that great

and good man was not afraid to preach the truth boldly, and to

propose it open and undisguised to the Emperor himself in

writing: of which noble instance, both of his courage and con

stancy, Nazianzen thus speaks :

" And here particularly appeared the integrity of the man

" (Athanasius) and the firmness of his faith in Christ. For

" when, of all the other Christians, divided into three parts,

" many were unsound in their faith concerning the Son, and

" more concerning the Holy Ghost, (where to be only less impious

k Greg. Naz. p. 386. h Ibid. p. 387.
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" was esteemed piety,) and but afew were sound in both articles ;

" he was the first and only man (or however with a very few)

" that had the courage to profess the truth, in writing, plainly

" and in express words, the one Godhead and essence of three.

" And what many of the Fathers before had been divinely moved

" to confess in relation to the Son, he was afterwards inspired

" to confess concerning the Holy Ghost; bringing a gift truly

" royal and magnificent to the Majesty Royal, a written faith in

" opposition to unwritten novelty1."

Now what is there in this passage of Nazianzen more than

this : that at a time when many had abandoned the faith, and

more had been sneakers and time-servers, Athanasius, with a

few adherents, had the courage to speak out the truth boldly,

without mincing it : and that this brave resolution of his was

owing to the Spirit of God, moving and inciting him to make

that glorious confession in the face of the world ? I have trans

lated lxaP^^V> according to what appears to me to be the true

and full meaning of Nazianzen : who in this very oration speaks

of the Nicene Council as called together by the Holy Ghost \

that is, moved and incited by the Holy Spirit to the resolutions

they made against Arius and his heresy. In like manner, he

supposes Athanasius to have been stirred up, by the same Spirit,

to make that noble confession of the divinity of the Holy Ghost,

and in the like expressive words. All this well agrees with what

Nazianzen had said but a few pages before, that, notwithstanding

the violence of the persecution, there were some that had courage

to resist, and stand firm ; whom God preserved, that there might

be still remaining some seed and root for Israel to reflourish, and

take new life by the influxes of the Holy Spirit '.

That this was all his meaning, may appear further, from his

representing the doctrine of a coessential Trinity, every where, as

ancient doctrine ; and his branding the contrary doctrine as

novelty, in that very passage. Nor could a man of Nazianzen's

good sense and piety be so ridiculous and silly as to build his otcn

faith (which this was) upon any supposed private inspiration in the

1 TS>v piv yap aKkav tmavrav, ocot ovtomtI Kai SiapprjSrjv, tS>v Tpiwv filap

tov KaB* fjpas Adyov, Tpt)(Tj vfvtprjpj- BeonjTa Ka\ oitalav (yyparfxos opoXoyrj-

vav' Ka\ 7ro\\<ov piv ovrav twv Tt*p\ aas' Kat o ru ttoXAoj toiv nar(p(av

tov viov app&arovvTutv, tr\ti6vav de apiBpa irtpi tov viov f^apicBrj irporc-

T03V ntpi to TTVfvpa t6 dytov, ev&a Km povs tovto ntp\ tov aytov irvtvparos

to TjTTOv ao-tBf'iv, Elatfffta ivoplaBrj' avros epmifvaBfts vartpov, &C. Greg.

oKlyov St to>v kot ap.(poTepa vyialvov- Nazianz. Orat. xxi. p. 394.

tos" irparos xai povos, rj KopiSfj <rw * Greg. Naz. Orat. xxi. p. 381.

oAi'yotv, dworo\pa tt)v dXrjBfiav o~a<f>as 1 Ibid. p. 387.
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fourth century, or any century after the Apostles, or indeed

upon any thing but the sacred writings. It is certain he looked

upon the doctrine of the Godhead of the Holy Ghost, as one of

those truths, into the knowledge whereof the Apostles were led

immediately after Christ's ascension™. All that was done after

was the fixing it by terms that could not be eluded.

I must observe, that where Gregory Nazianzen speaks of the

smallness of the number joining with Athanasius, and adhering

to the Nicene faith ; some allowance must be made for his ora

torical manner of setting forth Athanasius's singular courage

and constancy : or else he must be understood only of the

Christians of Alexandria or Constantinople ; who had been, for

the generality, perverted by the Arians. For, as to other places,

it is certain, that the Nicene faith was, at that very time, pro

fessed by almost all the churches, all the world over. For no

sooner did the Catholics recover a little respite from persecution,

about the year 362, but they condemned all that had been done

by the Arians in the Council of Arirainum" ; and professed their

steady attachment to the Nicene faith. Athanasius assures

the emperor Jovian, in that very year 363, that the Nicene faith

was universally received by all the Churches of Spain, England,

and Gaul ; by all Italy, Dalmatia, Dacia, Mysia, and Macedonia ;

by all Greece and Africa, by the islands of Sardinia, Cyprus, and

Candia, by Pamphylia, Lycia, Isauria, Egypt, Libya, Pontus,

Cappadocia, and the East ; that is, by all the earth, excepting

a small number of Arians. He declares, that he was assured of

the faith of all those churches ; and had their letters by him to

produce", in testimony of it.

From hence I infer, that Nazianzen is to be understood only

of some particular place at that time overrun with Arianism ;

most probably Constantinople, where Eusebius of Nicomedia,

Macedonius, and Eudoxius, had successively held the see for

above 20 years ; and must of course have corrupted great num

bers : and it is certain, that by the succession of Demophilus,

(another ringleader of the Arians,) the Catholic interest in that

city was in a manner oppressed and stifled, before Nazianzen

came thither, about the year 378.

To return. I have nothing more to say to your long account

m Tovtwv Iv ttvat vofiifa, xal avrqv Arians, sect. 83. p. 279, &c.

toC mitvuaros tt)v Btimyra, &c. Greg. 0 Athanas. Epist. ad Jovian, p.

Naz. Orat. xxxvii. p. 609. 787.

n See Tillemont's History of the
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of Hypostasis, which does not at all affect me : when you are

once able to fix and settle the precise meaning of individual,

identical substance, you may then know how to oppose me. That

person is substance, 1 have always allowed ; that substance and

substance always makes substances, you cannot prove : or if you

could, you know very well, that the consequence bears as hard

upon the Doctor and you, as it can upon me ; since it makes

the divine Being, upon your own principles, a compound of innu

merable substances: so that you cannot condemn my way of

thinking and speaking, but with the shame of self-contradiction,

and condemning your own selves.

I had told you in my Defence, vol. i. p. 479, that to say the

one God is one Person only, and the Fatlier that Person, is the

essence of Sabellianism, and the doctrine of Paul of SamosataP.

This you call romantic history ; which I am willing to excuse,

charitably believing you really think so : though had any man

well versed in antiquity told me as much, I must have had

a hard opinion of his sincerity. You pretend, that the professed

doctrine of those that opposed Paul of Samosata was, that the

" one God was the Father, by way of eminence." That is, the

Father was eminently styled one God : not that the Father aUme

was the one God, exclusive of a real Son ; as Sabellius and Paul

of Samosata taught. I have shewn you above, that the Church's

doctrine was to make both one God: and this was done by

the defenders of the Catholic faith, even against the Praxeana,

Noetians, and Sabellians. You add, that Paul of Samosata,

and the Sabellians, taught that the " one God was not the

" Father only, but Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." Here you

are playing with terms (whether ignorantly or designedly, I know

not) to deceive the reader, in a very plain case. Pray, what did

the Sabellians mean, or Paul of Samosata, by making Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost one God? Just the same as if you should

style the Father Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, and then say,

that the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier are one God. To the

Person of the Father, the alone God, (according to them,) they

were pleased to apply two names more, that of Son and Holy

Ghost: and so the same one real Person, the Person of the

P Kai yap ra> ovrt icai avTol ov 8vo araaw, Kai rou aylov mxvparos—

(papiv final 6fovs ov&e 6(6rnrat, aXXa npocramov iv rov Ofbii apa tw Xdyp

filav 6(6n)Ta—oirros Se ov \tyei povov <paa\v, i>s SvOpanrov iva Kai rov avrov

6c6t> Sia to irt)yh,v tiyat top irartpa, \oyov. Epiphan. de Paul. Samosat.

aXXa \16vov Qtov avaipav, oaov to kot H&rAxv. p. 609.

CIVTOV, TJ)V TOO VIOV BfOTTfTa KOI V7TO-
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Father, was alone, with them, the one Godi. I shewed you this

by plain testimonies : and now, where is the difference between

them and you ; except that they made the Person of the Father

the alone God, under three names; you make the same one Person

the alone God, under the one name of the self-existent God1?

This I demonstrated very distinctly to you in my Defence ; and

you take not the least notice of it. The reader will suspect you

had a reason for slipping over so material a point.

I retorted upon you your plea from i Cor. viii. 6. asking, how

you can make two Gods, in contradiction to St. Paul, who says

there is but one ? You distinguish between a supreme God and

an inferior God; which St. Paul does not : we distinguish upon

the strict or large intent of the exclusive terms : and I told you,

that our distinction was much older, and better warranted than

yours. I therefore desired you no more to charge us with con

tradicting St. Paul ; but either to condemn yourselves for doing

it, or at least to acquit both. To this you reply, that to say

" the Son is (an inferior) God, is no way contrary to this text."

But it is contrary to the whole tenor of Scripture, and to the

fourth verse of that very chapter ; which says absolutely, that

" there is none other God but one.'" St. Paul does not say, no

supreme God only, but absolutely, none. In strictness therefore

you contradict St. Paul, as directly as possible : and you have

no other way of coming off, but by a novel distinction. Now,

since it is easy for us to come off from the charge you make, by

&c. Gregory Nyssen's observation is

worth the reciting : he says thus :

" To charge our doctrine with

'* Sabellianism, or Montanism, is much

" the same as to impute to us the blas-

" phemy of Eunomius. For if any one

" carefully examines into the common

" mistake of those heresies, he will

" find that it has a near affinity to

" that of Eunomius. Both Judaize

" in the same doctrine ; as not admit-

" ting the only-begotten to he God,

14 nor receiving the Holy Ghost into

" the communion of the Godhead of

" him whom they call the great and

" the first God. For, whom Sabellius

" calls the trinominal God, the same

" does Eunomius name self-existent .-

" and neither of them looks upon the

" Godhead as common to a Trinity of

" Persons. Let the reader then judge

*' who it is that comes nearest to

" Sabellius." Greg. Nyss. Orat. ix.

p. 676. alias 348.

'1 'PacTKfi Si (ITaOXos 6 2a/iocrar€Uf)

6fui> itaripa, cat vli>v, nai Sytov irvtv-

fta tva Of.ii>. ftr) tlvai Si tov v'tov

rov OeoO ivvnooTarov, dXXa eV avra

6<a>, Sxnttp afitkti cal 6 2aj3f'AAior,

&c. Epiph. H<er. lxv. p. 698.

IlaCXof & 2apocraTtvs Qebv fV ri}?

rrapBivov 6po\oyti, Qtuv in Nafapir

6<b6ivTa to piv npoopicpw irpi>

aiavtov Srra, 177 Si vnap^ti « NafapfV

mmSfi\6iyra' "um ftr flrj, (prjcr'tv. 6 tin

vnvra Bdis, 6 itariip. Athanas. contr.

Apollinar. p. 642.

*Qv yap Sa/SeXXioc Xc'yti Tptavvpov,

tovtov Kvvofjuos 6vofidCfl aytvvrfTov.

Greg. Nyss. contra Eunom. p. 676.

alias 248.

Uterque hssreticorum istorum sin-

gularem in Deo personam asseruit ;

quod de Sabellio nemo prorsus igno-

rat : de Paulo Samosateno testan-

tem Epiphaniura audivimus. Petav.

Dogm. vol. v. p. 6.

r See my Defence, vol. i. p. 480,
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the help of a distinction, and one much better warranted than

yours ; why are we blamed, and you freed I I have before shewn

what we mean by saying that the Son is tacitly included, though

the Father be eminently styled the one God: not that the word

God, or the word Father, in such cases, includes Father and Son ;

but it is predicated of one only, at the same time that it is tacitly

understood that it may be equally predicated of either or both ;

since no opposition is intended against either, but against crea

tures and false gods. You have here passed over fifteen pages of

mine, which contained things of great moment : I may pass over

two of yours, which contain nothing but words.

QUERY XXIV.

Whether Gal. iv. 8. may not be enough to determine the dispute be

twixt us ; since it obliged the Doctor to confess, that Christ is by

nature truly God, as truly as man is by nature truly man.

He equivocates there, indeed, as usual. For he will have it to signify

that Christ is God by nature, ordy as having, by that nature which

he derives from the Father, true divine poicer and dominion : that

is, he is truly God by nature, as having a nature distinct from,

and inferior to, GocTs, wanting the most essential character of

God, self-existence. What is this but trifling with words, and

playing fast and loose ?

THE Modest Pleader here stands in the front ; and, after his

solemn way, gives me rebukes, when he is at a loss for answers.

He tells me of an express Scripture-distinction that I am ridi

culing: as if ridiculing what is really ridiculous, and what is very

profanely called express Scripture, (viz. the distinction of two

adorable Gods, supreme and inferior,) were ridiculing Scripture.

However, I was ridiculing nothing in this Query ; but only

laying before the reader two or three instances of Dr. Clarke's

equivocating and trifling: which, it seems, is resented as a high

affront, and is to be turned upon the Scripture itself. And the

reader is to be gravely called to judge, whether it were a " zeal

" according to knowledge, &c." All this, because one fallible

man, who has been charging whole churches and whole ages with

contradiction and nonsense, has been charged with trifling and

contradicting himself ; and that in a case too, which is self-

evident and undeniable.

The argument on which the charge reste is this :

"He that has not the nature of the true and only God, or is
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" not naturally and necessarily God, is not by nature truly God,

" as truly as man is by nature truly man.

" Our Lord (according to the Doctor) has not the nature of

" the true and only God, nor is he naturally and necessarily God :

" therefore he is not by nature truly God, as truly as man is

" by nature truly man."

Let the reader now judge whether the Doctor, in saying that

Christ is " by nature truly God," &c. has not either grossly con

tradicted himself, or meanly equivocated. It might have become

this Modest Pleader either to have confessed the charge, or to

have shewn how to get clear of it. All he can say is, that " the

" Son has, by that nature which he derives from the Father,

" true dominion :" and so has every lawful magistrate true do

minion, in as just a sense as is here understood of Christ, a do

minion derived from God. Is this what according to use of

language, and custom of speech, has been understood by the

phrase God by nature ? And how has Christ, by nature, true do

minion, when his nature is supposed to have existed before any

dominion commenced, and is supposed also to continue after the

dominion shall cease ? Not to mention that the dominion is also

presumed to proceed from free grant, and to be given or taken

away at pleasure. Is this to be as truly God by nature, as man

is by nature truly man? If this be not burlesquing Scripture,

ridiculing every thing serious, and making a jest of all language,

I know not what is. To divert the reader from dwelling upon

the Doctor's mismanagement, you charge me next with a " heap

" of absurdities," (p. 465,) as it is a very easy matter for a man,

when his head is clouded, or his passions are up, to make

blunders for others, and then comment upon them. Let us

hear:

1. The first pretence is, that I contradict myself in making

self-existence no essential character, and yet approving the putting

it in a definition of the supreme Being, as an essential character.

That is to say, because self-existence often has, and still may be,

used in different senses, therefore the allowing in one sense what

I disallow in another, is contradicting myself.

2. The second pretence is, that to call self-existent an am

biguous term, and an equivocal word, is ridiculous. To which it

is sufficient to say, that to deny it is much more so.

3. The third pretence is, that to call self-existence a character

merely negative, is absurd. That is according as it is under-

WATEHLAND, VOL. II. 3 A
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stood : for to make it positive, in some cases, is infinitely absurd ;

as hath been shewn above.

4. A fourth cavil is, that the distinction of essential and per

sonal has no place here, because both the Person and the essence

are self-existent. But this is begging the question. The essence

belongs to three Persons ; self-existence, or underivedness, to one

only : therefore though necessary existence be an essential cha

racter common to all, self-existence is not.

5. A fifth cavil is against my including supreme in the defini

tion of the divine nature, abstracting from the consideration of

person. " As if," say you, " supremacy was a character, not

" of a living agent, but of an abstract essence.11 Ridiculous

enough : as if the living substance, common to three persons,

were not as truly living, and agent, as when considered in ones.

Let the reader now judge to whom the " heap of absurdities"

justly belongs. You have invented some imaginary ones for me,

and betrayed real ones of your own ; having a happier talent

at writing nonsense for others, than sense for yourself.

Your argument to prove that a person may be God on ac

count of dominion before any dominion commenced, has been

already answered. As to the sense of Gal. iv. 8. I referred to

what has been said by a learned gentleman1 upon it. You, on

the other hand, refer to Dr. Clarke's pieces, and to Modest Plea,

&c. The dispute is about the meaning of the phrase toIs y.t)

<pvaei ovai Otoii, or shorter, about <pwm ©eoy, God by nature,

what it should signify ; whether substantially and essentially God,

or really God, as having true dominion. The reasons for the

former interpretation are such as follow :

1. The common use of the term <pwns, for essence, or sub

stance.

2. The use of <pu<rei ©eos in that sense among Greek writers":

as particularly by Irenaeus and Athanasius; and by Gregory

Nyssen in relation to this very text.

3. Worship is required to be given to God principally on ac-

s See my Sermons, p. 140 of this the distinction, hut rejects the appli-

volume. cation. Iren. lib. iv. cap. I.

' The Scripture Doctrine of the 0cov ovra Kara rrjv (pvatv, uirtp 6

Trinity, &c. p. 19, &c. True Scrip- jrai-ij^. Athan. vol. ii. p. 43.

ture Doctrine Continued, p. 73, &c. *ucr«i 6cor. Athan. in Psal. p. 83.

Edwards's Critical Remarks, p. 18. Greg. Nyss. contr. Eun. p. 9. See

u Naturaliter Deiis, in opposition above, p. 570. Eustathius, Fabric,

to one that only hears dominion, who vol. viii. p. 174, 185. Vid. Cleric, de

is God verbo tenus. Irenaeus allows Art. Crit. p. 103.
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Tcount of his being 6 oiv, or Jehovah ; that is, on account of his

being essentially, or substantially God. Nor is it of any moment

what the Modest Plea urges, that then Father and Son will bo

two Jehovahs, if each of them is to be worshipped as being 6 &>v,

or Jehovah : for that is supposing the name Jehovah to be proper

to one Person only, and not common to more ; which is begging

the question.

4. Scripture is used to argue against the gods of the heathen,

as being no Gods; not as wanting divine dominion only, but as

having no divine nature or substance.

5. The true notion of idolatry is paying religious honour to any

thing that has not the divine perfections; that is, divine substance,

the only ground of divine perfections. To which may be added,

6. That St. Paul (Rom. i. 20.) condemns the worship of the

creature, confines all worship to the Creator: which is explicatory

of Gal. iv. 8. Now the Creator is God essentially, the creature

not essentially God : wherefore, as all things are really excluded

by St. Paul from worship that are not essentially divine ; that

must be the meaning of Gal. iv. 8. These are the reasons on our

side. Dr. Clarke, on the other hand, pleads,

1 . The different use of the word oWis in Scripture, to signify

state, condition, capacity, &c. and even customs only. But if the

places be well considered where the expression d>t;o-«, by nature,

occurs ; we shall find that it is put in opposition to something

accessional, superinduced, accidental, or the like : from whence

one may plainly perceive that it relates to something inherent,

innate, permanent, fixed and implanted in any thing from the

first. The uncircumcision by nature (Rom. ii. 27.) is opposed

to circumcision superinduced by law. The wildness by nature

(Rom. xi. 24.) is opposed to what is superinduced by grace. The

Jew s are said to be such by nature, as being such from their

birth, in opposition to being made or adopted. The Gentiles do

by nature the things contained in the law, (Rom. ii. 14,) in oppo

sition to the doing the same by a superinduced law. We are by

nature children of wrath, born such in opposition to the super

induced new-birth by grace : that is, by our depraved nature, our

conditio nascendi, since the fall, we are under the sentence of the

divine displeasurex. Even in that famous place, (t Cor. xi. 14.)

x Naturam aliter dicimus cum pro- qua, ex illius damnati poena, et mor-

prie loquirnur naturam hominis, in tales et ignari, et carni subditi nasci-

qua priuium in suo genere incul- mur. August, de Lib. Arbitr. lib. iii.

pabilis factus est: aliter istam in cap. 19.

3 a 2
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" Doth not even nature itself teach you, &c." the word nature

does not signify custom, but the masculine nature, in opposition

to the feminine. Subjection is natural to the woman, in token

whereof she is to wear her veil ; and her hair, as another kind

of veil : while the man, in token of his being naturally superior

to the woman, goes with his head uncovered, and with short

hair. Nature, in the formation of the two sexes, has made the

distinction of superiority and inferiority ; and they are born to

this or that, by the condition of their sex. This appears to be

the most obvious and easy sense of that text. Such being the

usual sense of nature, or of the phrase by nature ; we may infer

thus much from Gal. iv. 8. That nothing is to be worshipped

that has not a divine nature. Whatever is God by nature, as

Christ is now supposed to be, must have that which makes God to

be God, (in like manner as man by nature must have that which

makes man to be man ; or a Jew by nature must have that which

makes a Jew to be a Jew, and the like :) and what can that

be, but his having the divine perfections, and consequently, the

divine substance, coeval with the Father ; that is, from all

eternity ?

I may add, that whatever passages may be brought of the

use of (pvefei, yet they come not fully up to the case; unless

<j>v<ra ©eof could be shewn to bear such a sense as you would

put upon it. Many examples may be brought of ours : few, or

perhaps none, of yours. The Modest Pleader, (p. 247,) thinks

that the passage cited out of Eusebiusy, where ^Emilian the

lioman praefect makes mention of the Pagan deities, as being

pods by nature, is directly contrary to our notion ; because the

Romans did not look upon their gods to be self-existent and

supreme. This observation is to the purpose, and is not without

its weight. But as the Pagans had several schemes of theology,

and several hypotheses in respect of their gods, and it cannot be

certainly known what hypothesis ^Emilian went upon ; we can

not be certain in what sense he used the phrase. And though

the Pagans did not believe more than one supreme God, yet their

inferior gods were generally supposed ayivrfroi, eternal, and

necessarily existing; which answers to 6(o\ Kara tpvaiv, gods by

nature z. Besides that, as many Pagans as supposed the inferior

y Tit yap ipas xa\vfi Ka'i rovTor, 1 The primary and archical beings,

ctirfp tori 6f us, fitra r&v Kara <pv<rip according to Proclus, were the Pagan

8f£>v trpotricwflv ; Euseb. lib.vii. cap. deities.

II. p. 335. "Attaints ovir 0001 itwttotc deoXoylas
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gods to be nothing but the polyonymy of their one supreme God,

must have thought them oil to be Oeol Kara Ayiaw, gods by

nature.

I may add, that it seems highly probable that jEmilian de

signed what he said, in answer to what Dionysius or other

Christians had pleaded ; viz. that they worshipped one that was

God by nature, in opposition to the Pagan deities, which were

none of them such. I say, in answer hereto, he pleads that their

deities were gods by nature also : and why then might not

Christians worship both the Pagan gods and their own ? The

heathens had before this time learned to refine their theology,

and to pretend as much in honour of the Pagan divinity, as the

Christians pleaded for theirs: and the dispute now was, which of

them could most clearly make good their plea*.

But I proceed to a second argument for your sense of the

text.

2. The Modest Pleader argues, that if St. Paul had gone upon

our scheme, he would not have said tois fir) (pvo-ti overt Ototi, but

rols jxt) tpvcrti overt 0ec3 ; not them which by nature are not gods, but

them which by nature are not God : because to say, they are

not gods, as not being of the same divine substance, seems to

intimate that they would be gods if they were of the same sub

stance, and not om God as upon our principles. But St. Paul's

expression is very right. The fault of the Pagans was not in

worshipping gods ; had there really been many gods, many gods

by nature : their fault was in worshipping gods that were not

really and essentially such. Nor would it be any fault in Chris

tians to worship many gods, were there really many gods by

nature : but the fault is in worshipping any that are not gods by

nature, or more gods than there really are ; which fault is com

mitted by worshipping more gods than one, because there is but

one God by nature. Whether more persons than one would be

more gods, or otherwise, by partaking of the same substance ; is

neither affirmed nor denied in the place of St. Paul : only the

Pagans are condemned for worshipping those as gods, which had

flaii* T)fifi(voi, tci npayra Kara <f>veriv a Cum de re loquimur divina vo-

6(ovc brovoua{m>rts irtp\ ravra ri)v biscum, hoc ut ostendatis exposcimus,

6toKoyiKj)v (iricrTTjfnjp TrpayparfvcaOai esse Deos alios natura, vi, nomine :

rpacri. Prod. Plat. Theol. lib. i. cap. non in simulachris propositos quos

3. p. 5. Vid. Plotin. Ennead. 2. lib. videmus, sed in ea substantia in qua

ix. cap. 1. conveniat aestimari tanti esse nomi-

Ai Twv 6e£>v oia-tai oMc (ytvovro. nis oportere virtutem. Arnob. contr.

Ta yap lift ovra oidtirort yivovrai. Gent. lib. iii. p. 101 .

Sallust. de Mund. cap. ii. p. 244.
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not the nature of gods, or what was necessary to make them

really gods.

3. It is further pleaded by Dr. Clarke, that the true notion

of idolatry is the ascribing to any being such worship and honour

as does not belong to it.

To this pretence see a sufficient answer in True Scripture

Doctrine Continuedb, of which the Modest Plea has taken no

notice.

To conclude this article ; you have not been able to acquit

the Doctor of the charge of equivocating, or contradicting him

self ; nor to take off the force of our argument built upon Gal.

iv. 8. for the essential divinity of God the Son : who, because

he is adorable, is therefore God by nature in virtue of that

text. Your trifling about the definition I gave from Melanc-

thon, as if it could not be scriptural because it is taken from

Melancthon, who took it from Scripture, is beneath my notice.

QUERY XXV.

Whether it be not clear from all the genuine remains of antiquity,

that tits Catholic Church before the Council of Nice, and eten from

the beginning, did believe the eternity and consubstantiality of the

Son ; if either the oldest creeds, as interpreted by those that reciU

them ,- or the testimonies of the earliest writers, or the public cen

sures passed upon the heretics, or particular passages ofthe ancient-

est Fathers, can amount to a proof of a thing of this nature?

I AM here to dispute first with the Modest Pleader, who

may be known by his positive style, and magisterial air, to make

good the title of his treatise. I am rebuked for my presumption,

in this Query : and why I Because I have presumed to tell the

world what has been proved an hundred times over : and yet

not positively affirming it, but putting it by way of Query, to be

fairly debated. This solemn gentleman, I suppose, will call it

presumption, in a while, for any man to undertake to defend

the faith of all the Christian churches. To such a height

may men be carried by a strong conceit of their own novel

hypothesis.

I had modestly appealed to the oldest creeds, not directly, but

as interpreted by those that recite them. And where was the pre

sumption of doing it ? His cavil, upon this occasion, I answered

in a note to my eighth Sermon n. 1 appealed also to censure*

passed upon heretics. In reply to this, I am told,

b True Script. Doetr. p. 76, 78, &c. c P. 193 of this volume.
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i . That the most remarkable censures were passed upon the

Ebionites ; who taught that Christ was a mere man, in whom the

supreme God dwelt. But if their great guilt, and the heinous-

ness of it, lay in the consequence of their principles, in their

denying Christ's divinity ; then it will appear that the modern

impugners of Christ's divinity are nearly concerned in the cen

sures passed upon the Ebionites. For indeed the great danger

and impiety of their heresy was not merely in making a creature

some years, or ages, younger than he really was ; but in denying

their God, in refusing to acknowledge him as really and truly

God. Irenceus'1, the oldest Father that mentions the Ebionites,

represents the case thus : " The Ebionites God will judge :

" How can they be saved, if he was not God who upon earth

" wrought salvation ? Or how shall man come to God, if God

" (6 ©toy) had not come to man I" In another place, he says,

" Vain are the Ebionites, not admitting the union of God and

" man, byfaith, into their souls.'" He proceeds to observe, that the

Holy Spirit (by which he understands the Logos, as do many other

Fathers'5) came upon the Virgin : and a little lower, blames the

Ebionites again, as " not receiving God" along with the man.

Now it is well known in how strict a sense Irenseus understood

the word God, and that he applied it in the same strict sense to

God the Son ; as I have proved above. As many therefore as

deny the Son to be God in that sense, were condemned in the

Ebionites long ago ; as is plainly proved from this Father. To

the same purpose speak other writers f of the Ebionites (and of

d 'Avaxpivfl 8e »cai Toir 'Hdt&rovf duxit qua; Christum hominem tan-

frws dvvavrai aadrjvai d pi) 6 Bf6c ijvd tummodo diceret, Deum autem ilium

tt)v trarrrjptav airdv eVi yijs ipyaaa- negaret. Aucior. Append, ad Tertull.

fitvos; rj noit av8pu>nt>sxu>pri<rti tlsBtbv, de Prescript, cap. 68.

tl /irj 6 Qtbs i\u}pj)6ri fir avSpumov ; 'ApinjaiBtov cmoaraalas. Euseb. lib.

Iren. lib. iv. cap. 30. p. 871. v. cap. 28.

Vani autem et Ebionsei, unitionem Paul of Samosata, his crime was

Dei et hominis, per fidem, non reci- denying his God.

pientes. Iren. lib. v. cap. 1. p. 293. ToC xai rbv Qtuv tov iavrov <cal kv-

Non recipientes Deum ad commix- piov apvovpevov. Epist. Syn. Antioch.

tionem suam. apud Euseb. lib. vii. cap. 30.

e lrenaeus, p. 216. Just. Mart. Hebion discipulus Cerinthi, in mul-

Apol. i. cap. 43. p. 69. Clem. Alex, tis ei similiter errans, .Salvatorem nos-

p. 654. Tertull. contr. Prax. cap. trum hominem de Joseph natum, car-

26, 27. Novat. cap. 19. naliter aestimabat, nihilque in eo divi-

' Kiii yap KoKtivoi rjroi ^i\6v tw6pa>- nitatis fuisse docebat ; sed sicut omnes

nov 6fxo\oyov<rt TrctyvKtvai tov Xpiarbv prophetse, sic et enm gratiam Dei ha-

«t tov fitbv, 8totijtos airov to T&ktvTov buisse adserebnt, non tamen Dominum

apvovptvoi. Hippol. Fragm. vol. i. p. Majestatis, et Dei Patris Filium cum

281. Patre sempiternum credebat. Phi-

Accedit his Theodotus, haereticus lastr. Har. cap. 37.

Byzantius, qui doctrinam intro-
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such others as the Ebionites) both before and after the Nieene

Council. The great impiety of such men was in their being

apvijaCdeoL, deniers of Christ's divinity, blasphemers against bis

Godhead. How you can yet clear yourselves of the same charge,

I see not. It was not without reason that Alexander, Bishop

of Alexandria, charged the Avians, upon their first appearance,

with reviving the impiety of Ebion, Artemas, and Paul of Samo-

sata. T/ieod. E. II. lib. i. cap. 4.

2. The Modest Pleader goes on to tell us that Cerinthus was

censured ; who taught that the Son of God was not himself made

man, but only united to a man. He thinks he has here said

something smart : but, because every body will not understand

the innuendo, and he durst not speak plainer for fear of dis

covering his whole heart, we may pass it over. He takes no

notice of Cerinthus's being condemned, as well as Ebion, for

denying our Lord's divinitys, and the eternity of the Word. He

proceeds to observe, that the Valentinians and Cataphrygians

were censured ; from whom arose the doctrine of necessary ema

nations : to which weak piece of calumny I have answered

above. He take3 no notice of the Valentinians denying the

eternity of the Logos, nor of their making creature-creators, nor of

several of their other principles, whereby they led the way to

Arianism, as Athanasius hath shewnh.

3. Sabellius, it seems, was censured for teaching individual

consubstantiality : that is, for nonsense. For consubstantiality and

individual (in the Sabellian sense of individual) are repugnant,

and contradictory as possible. Nor did Sabellius ever teach

consubstantiality at all'. Whether the Modest Pleader has here

shewn a zeal according to knowledge, let any man judge that

knows antiquity. He takes no notice of Sabellius's being con

demned for confining the Godhead to one real Person, (instead of

extending it to three,) upon the very same principles on which

Arius afterwards founded a different heresy^; viz. the appre

hension of there being no medium1 between making the Son to

8 See Bishop Bull, D. F. p. 178. 1 2a3e'XXtor 8e tov 2apo<raTeas Oov-

Jud. Eccl. cap. 2. \ov, Kai ravKar avrov f'mStdfucrat rrp>

h See.Montfaucon's preface to the yvmprjv SeSonews yap tt)v c'| 'Aptiw

first volume of Athiinasius, p. 24. oiaiptatv, rij avatpfTiKij icarmrtVnan

1 "iltrKfp yap purtl 6 o0ir Tr)vocrpt)v irkavji. Athanas. contr. Apoll. lib. II.

Trjs a<rq>u\Tov-——ovrtos Kai"Apt10s tat p. 942.

SaffeWios purf't tov \uyov rijs cV aXtj- "Apcios piv npos r!jv 2>a£cXXtov tov

Beta opoKoyius tov Spoovalov. Epiph. \ifivos Sofai/ diramh&at pi) 8wr)Sus,

Har. lxix. n. 70. p. 797. Ttjs opdijs fforttre irio-rtas, irpocrtparor

k, See my Defence, vol. i. p. 469, Ofux tov vlov tov Stov boypariaai-

481. Socr. E. H. lib. iv. cap. 33. p. 256.
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be the self-existent Father himself, and excluding him from the

one Godhead.

After a lame, partial, and false account of the ancient heresies

condemned by the Church, the Modest Pleader goes on to give

as partial and false accounts of the doctrine of the Fathers.

But having obviated all his frivolous pretences on that head

before, I may now dismiss him, and return to you.

You are pleased to say, that my " Defence of this Query is

" nothing but a confused heap of words relating to metaphysical

" subtilties," &c. The reader, I suppose, understands by this

time what these and the like complaints from you mean. I no

sooner find you expatiating this way. but I conclude you had

met with something you could not answer ; it being your con

stant method thus to proclaim your defeat.

You durst not enter upon the main question debated under

this Query. It was whether the Ante-Nicene writers, in general,

taught a proper consubstantiality. You were before of opinion

that it was afigurative or oratorical consubstantiality. I suffered

not the reader to go away with any such weak pretence, instead

of a just answer. I laid before you several reasons to the

contrary, such as, I thought, might be depended on : and I per

ceive now, by your manner of replying, (which is no replying,)

that you think so too. I shall repeat the reasons once more :

and where you have scattered any loose hints that any way

relate to them, I shall consider them in their proper places :

1 . I thought it strange and unaccountable that so many Fa

thers should rhetoricate in a matter offaith, and of the greatest

importance : and that none should be met with wise enough or

good enough to throw off the varnish, and to tell us the naked

truth.

2. I thought it still stranger that they should do it, not in

popular harangues, but even in dry debates ; where it particularly

concerned them to speak accurately and properly, out of figure

and flourish.

Hitherto you are pleased to be silent; not a syllable of reply.

Let me go on.

3. I observed, that one principal and standing objection of

heretics against the Catholic doctrine was, that it inferred a

dicision of the Father s substance. I thought there must have

been at least some colour for the objection ; as indeed there was,

if the Catholics professed a proper consubstantiality : otherwise
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there was none at allm. For who could be silly enough to

imagine that angels or archangels, or any creature whatever,

might not be created without a division or abscission of the divine

substance ?

You endeavour at something (p. 472.) by way of reply ; telling

me that the ancients, " by denying all division, abscission, or

" diminution, did not mean to affirm that the Son was the

" individual identical substance of the Father." I would be

glad to know what this phrase, individual identical, &c. means

with you. I think it plain, that the objectors, in inferring a

division of substance, thought of the same substance ; and the

Catholics by denying division, asserted the same undivided sub

stance. Whether this amounts to your individual identical, &c.

is no great matter ; since you do not care to say, or rather do

not yet know, what you mean by it. You pretend that the

ancients intended only, to " assert the absolute immutability of

"the Father;" and that " he generated the Son, as one fire

" lights another, without any diminution of himself." But what

pretence or colour could there be for the Father's diminishing

himself, unless a proper consubstantiality was intended \ And if

one fire be consubstantial to another, as I think the Fathers

believed ; the very instance proves the thing I am speaking of.

I have however explained above what they meant by diminution,

and what by denying it in this case.

4. A fourth argument I drew from another noted objection

made to the Catholic doctrine, viz. Tritheism : and I observed

both from the sense of the objectors, and from the method taken

in the answers, what kind of Tritheism was intended ; such as

was founded on the supposition of a proper consubstantialiiy.

This argument you have taken no notice of, but have left it in

the heap, undisturbed.

5. I added a fifth reason from the particular state of the

Sabellian controversy, and the arguments made use of in it;

quite different from what would have been, and must have been,

had the Fathers been of the same or like principles with you and

Dr. Clarke. To which you say nothing.

6. In the sixth place, I threw in a heap of reasons ; reasons, I

think, and not words only : to one of which, relating to worship,

you vouchsafe me a brief answer, but such as I have answered

in another place. Upon the whole, you appear to have been

m See my Defence, vol. i. p. 498.
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much distressed in this Query : for otherwise, who would believe

that a man of your abilities, after so long considering, would

leave any thing unanswered i

Aye, but after all, you say, Dr. Clarke's propositions will re

main true and untouched, which way soever any of these points

be determined, (p. 47 x .) Indeed, they are wonderful propositions :

they seem to be much of the Stoic make and constitution ; that

if they be ever so distressed or crushed, or even ground to pieces,

yet they cannot be hurt. To be serious ; if the Doctor's propo

sitions have really nothing contrary to the Son's eternity, or

consubstantiality, or necessary existence, (which comes to the

same ;) if they leave to God the Son that honour and that wor

ship which those divine perfections demand ; if they do not make

him precarious in existence, or dependent on the good pleasure of

another ; in short, if they leave to the Son the one true Godhead,

or divine substance, then let the propositions pass as very harm

less, innocent, trifling propositions, containing nothing but old

truths under a novel and conceited way of expression. But if

the propositions really inn counter to the necessary existence, the

immutable perfections, the divine worship, &c. of God the Son,

(as 1 conceive they do,) then the propositions appear to be very

nearly concerned in what I have been proving.

But you say, the true and only material question is, " Who is

il the alone first Cause, the alone supreme Governor?" &c.

Now as to this matter, I will be very frank and plain with you.

Do but sincerely and plainly acknowledge that God the Son is

coeternal and consuhstantial with the Father, of the same divine

substance, necessarily existing, having the divineperfections, Creator

by his own power, worthy of equal honour, and of the same kind

of worship : do but admit these things, and you shall have the

liberty of talking as you please about the alonefirst Cause, and

the alone supreme Governor ; that is, first in order and office. But

if you deny the Son's necessary existence, if you deny his divine

perfections strictly so called, if you scruple to admit hiin as Creator

by his own power, (which many Arians allowed,) and to worship

him as Creator; nay, to call him Creator, which tho very Eu-

nomians never scrupled : if you betray your dissent from us in

so many and so material points as these are, do not then pretend

that the supremacy is the main point of difference, or the only

material question : because it is pretending something directly

false, and what you know to be false ; and therefore what ought

not to be pretended by any honest or good man. It is possible
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you may understand supreme Governor in such a sense, that all

the other questions may he reduced to that one : and so may

they also to this one question ; whether God the Son be a creature

or no. If this be your meaning, then there is no difference

betwixt your state of the question and mine, except this ; that

what you have put into ambiguous, equivocal, deceitful words,

to confound the readers, I have put into plain, clear, and distinct

terms, to instruct and inform them. And now the main question

will not be about the supremacy, whether it be asserted or de

nied ; but about the sense and meaning of supremacy : whether

supremacy is to be asserted in such a sense as to make the Son

a creatnre, or in such a sense only as is consistent with his being

essentially God, and one God with the Father. For you may

please to take notice that many other questions must come in,

in order to give light into the question about supremacy : or if

you pretend to take the supremacy in a sense peculiar to yourself,

and then to argue from it ; this is only begging the main question,

and pursuing your own inventions, in opposition both to Scrip

ture and antiquity.

You have an odd remark in the close : you say, " to preserve

" the priority of the Father, and withal the divinity, the essential

" divinity, of the Son, is no difficulty." This is news from you :

I hope you are sincere, and have no double meaning. For if

these two things, the essential divinity of the Son, and the

priority of the Father, be admitted as consistent, the dispute is

at an end. But you add, that I pretend something more, viz.

" to preserve the priority of the Father, and withal, the equal

" supremacy of the Son in point of authority and dominion."

Yes ; I do pretend to hold the priority of the Father in order

(which is natural) and in office (which is economical) as consistent

with the Son's essential and equal divinity : in a word, I hold

any supremacy consistent with the Son's essential divinity. If

you carry the supremacy further, you either contradict yourself,

or equivocate in a childish manner in the word essential. Choose

you either part of the dilemma : it is all one to the argument

whether the fault lies in your heart or your head.

QUERY XXVI.

Whether the Doctor did not equivocate or prevaricate strangely, in

saying, " The generality ofwriters before the Council ofNice trere,

" in the whole, clearly on his side when it is manifest, they were,

in general, nofurther on his side, than the allowing a subordination
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amounts to ; no further than our Church is on his side, while in

the main points of difference, tlie eternity and consubstantiality,

they are clearly against him ? that is, they were on his side, so

far as we acknowledge him to be right, but no further.

HERE I am told by the Modest Pleader, (who was to rectify

your unwary answers to my Queries, after he had seen my

Defence,) that Dr. Clarke did not equivocate, or prevaricate ;

because the Ante-Nicene writers agree with him in all the points

laid dotcm in his propositions. This is a shameful untruth, as hath

been often proved : and since you have now owned that self-

existent is necessarily existent, I shall point out to you what pro

positions of the Doctor's are flatly contrary to the Ante-Nicene

writers in general. His 4th is one : for the ancients always

thought that the nature, essence, or substance of the Persons was

sufficiently declared in Scripture. His 5th proposition is another :

for the ancients never taught that the Father alone is necessarily

existing, but the contrary. His 7th is ambiguous. His 8th is

contrary to all antiquity. So are the 9th, loth, 1 1 th, 1 2th. So is

the 14th, in part, if by self-existent he meant necessarily existing.

His 1 7th is directly contrary to the ancients, in sense, though not

in words. The 19th has no manner of foundation in antiquity.

The 25th has no foundation in antiquity : the ancients are

contrary. The 33rd is not agreeable to the primitive doctrine.

The 38th is oddly expressed : the covert meaning directly con

trary to the Ante-Nicene faith. The 39th is contrary to the

ancients.

As to proposition 43, the ancients knew nothing of supreme

and inferior worship. The 48th is contrary to all the ancients.

So is the 50th in part: and the 51st in the whole. The 54th

may admit of some dispute ; but, in the main, the ancients are

against it.

About one thin! of the Doctor's propositions are either directly

contrary to antiquity, or have no countenance from it. I shall

not here stay to prove the particulars : it has been done before,

under the proper heads, in my Defence, and in this vindication

of it. But, supposing I had charged the Doctor with something

not to be found in his propositions, but in his replies, or other

pieces ; is the Doctor ever the less guilty of equivocating or pre

varicating? Are we not to take his sentiments from any other

part of his writings, as well as from his propositions ? But to

proceed.

What you add about supremacy and subordination has been
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abundantly answered. You surprise me a little by one sentence,

p. 477: "The question," you say, "is not whether the Son be

" generated consubstantially, but whether he be generated at all.11

I understand you. The question is, whether God could have a

Son of the same nature, power, and perfections with himself : or,

more briefly, whether such divinity as the Church maintains, is

consistent with Sonship. You have hit the matter right : but

why have you pretended all the while to lay no stress on meta

physics, when you here rest the main debate upon metaphysics,

and that only ? For you will not be weak enough to maintain

that Scripture any where says that the only-begotten Son of God

is anotlier God, or not one God with the Father, or that he is

of a different nature, or not necessarily existing as the Father,

Metaphysics must do this for you, or nothing. You must call in

all your vain philosophy, about individual, about necessity, about

intelligent agent, about coaction, about substance and substances,

causes, acts, will, and I know not what else : and at length you

will go off without a proof, just as you came on.

You return to your quibble about the supremacy and monarchy

of the Father. That is, all dominion over the creatures (I know

of no dominion, properly so called, over any thing else) is pri

marily in the Father, secondarily in the other two Persons, and

common to all three. The dominion is not in the Father alone:

only he alone has it from none, they from him ; this is the whole

truth. Dr. Clarke having made some pretence to antiquity, I

thought it proper to hint, in eleven particulars, his disagreement

with itn. I must here be forced to repeat them, because you

have something to say to every one of them.

1 . The first was, in the point of consubstantiality : in denying

of which he runs counter to all the ancients. In reply, you

say, you " do not presume to say that the Son is not con-

" substantial ;" but only that " the Father alone has supreme

" authority and dominion.11 Which is either saying the same

thing in other words, or saying nothing. But as you presume

to say that the Son is not necessarily existing, I suppose all men

of sense will see that that is denying the consubstantiality ; or I

know not what is so.

2. The second charge was, that you do by necessary con

sequence deny the Son's coeternity. Here again you presume

not to say the Son is not eternal, but the Father is supreme, &c.

I did not ask about the Father : however, what you intend, is,

■ See my Defence, vol. i. p. 503, &c.



Qu. xxvi. 735OF SOME QUERIES.

to deny the eternity, not directly, but implicitly, by asserting the

Father alone to be necessarily existing. Now it is all one to us,

whether you do it directly or by consequence : undermining the

faith in a serpentine way, is as pernicious as a more open attack

ing it. If you do not deny the eternity, it is plain however that

you do not assert it ; and therefore you come very short of the

ancients.

3. Another article was, the Doctor's asserting Qebs, God, to be

a relative word. This I shewed to be contrary to all antiquity,

a few instances excepted : your reply to this article hath been

obviated above, p. 540.

4. You differ from all the ancients, in pretending that the

Father only was God of Abraham, &c. You plead, in answer

hereto, that it is a Scripture proposition : which is false, as

hath been shewn. However, the ancients (about whom our pre

sent question is) never thought it to be a Scripture position, but

quite the contrary.

5. You differ from all antiquity, in pretending that the titles

of one, only, &c. are exclusive of God the Son. This you ridi

culously call an express Scripture proposition. I have answered

your cavils on that head : in the mean while it is evident, and

you do not gainsay it, that the ancients never thought as you do.

6. You again differ from all antiquity, in pretending that the

" Son had not distinct worship paid him till after his resur-

" rection." You here make references only, which I may answer

by references0.

7. You run counter to all antiquity, in pretending that twc

Persons may not be, or are not, one God. To this you reply,

that the one God, you think, always, in the Ante-Nicene writers,

signifies the Father. I have demonstrated the contrary. How

ever, if both together be ever called God, or included in that

singular title, it comes to the same thing, though the word one

be away.

8. You contradict all the ancients, in saying, that " the title

" of God, in Scripture, in an absolute construction, always sig-

" nifies the Father." The quotations of the ancients from the

Old Testament have been abundantly vindicated above. See

Query II, p. 409, &c.

9. You run counter to all antiquity, in admitting an inferior

God besides the supreme ; and allowing reliyious worship to both,

0 Defence, vol. i. p. 432, &c. See above, on Query xviii. p. 679, &c.
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You appeal to St. Paul, which I have often shewn to be a weak

plea ; and it is here foreign. The ancients never understood

St. Paul in any such sense, but the contrary. You have there

fore no plea from the Ante-Nicene Fathers, which was the point

in hand.

10. You contradict all antiquity, in denying the Son to be

" efficient Cause of the universe." You now say, you " do not

'• deny it ;" which I am very glad of : there is one point gained.

You did before, in opposing efficient to instrumental, and re

serving the first to the Father only. You now say, the Son is

not the "original efficient Cause." This is ill expressed, and

worse meant : but do you ever find the ancients making two

causes ?

11. You run counter to all antiquity, in supposing (not say

ing) the Son to be a creature. That you suppose it, and really

mean it, under other terms, hath been shewn P.

1 2. You contradict all antiquity in resolving the foundation of

the Son's personal Godhead into the power and dominion which

you suppose him advanced to after his resurrection. It is your

express doctrine. Collect, of Queries, p. 75.

13. You run counter to all the ancients in supposing the

Logos to have supplied the place of a human soul ; and making

the Logos, as such, passible. As to the former part of this

charge, you have given broad hints, up and down, in this reply :

as to the latter part, it is, or was, your express doctrine.

Collect, of Queries, p. 143.

Let the reader now judge of your repeated boasts of antiquity:

such as none could ever have made, but the same that could

espy Arianism in our Liturgy and our Articles, and bring the

Creeds of the Church to speak the language of heresy.

QUERY XXVII.

Whether t/ie learned Doctor may not reasonably be supposed to say,

the Fathers are on his side, with the same meaning and reserve

as he pretends our Church forms to favour him ; that is, pro

vided he may interpret as he pleases, and male them speak his

sense, however contradictory to their own ; and whether the true

reason why he does not care to admit the testimonies of the Fathers

as proofs, may not be, because they are against him I

YOU ask me whether I admit the testimonies of the Fathers as

P See my Supplement, p. 324, &c. of this volume.
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proofs, since I disapprove of the Doctor's making them illus

trations only.

You think, it had been just in me to declare upon this head.

Verily, I thought I had declared? plainly, that I admit their

testimonies as proofs, two ways : certain proofs, in many cases,

of the Church's doctrine in that age ; probable proofs of what the

doctrine was from the beginning. In respect of the latter, they

are inferior additional proofs, when compared with plain Scrip

ture proof: of no moment, if Scripture is plainly contrary; but

of great moment where Scripture looks the same way, because

they help to fix the true interpretation in any disputed texts. I

build no article of faith upon the Fathers, but upon Scripture

alone. If the sense of Scripture be disputed, the concurring

sentiments of the Fathers in any doctrine will be, generally, the

best and safest comments upon Scripture, so far as concerns that

doctrine : just as the practice of courts, and the decisions of

eminent lawyers, are the best comments upon an act of Parlia

ment made in or near their own times : though it be nevertheless

true, that the obedience of the subject rests soldi/ upon the laws

of the land, as its rule and measure.

You proceed to vindicate some translations of the Doctor's,

which I had found fault with. But you are first wrapped up in

admiration of the Doctor's performance ; that so " acute a man,

" &c. could not find above twenty passages to cavil at, in a book

" of near five hundred pages full of quotations.11 Whether it

was cavilling shall be seen presently. But you will remember,

that, besides a general charge of want ofpertinence in many, and

of great unfairness^ in the whole course of them ; I had over

and above taken notice of particular faults, very great ones, in

the Doctor's versions. And surely twenty faults of this kind

were enough for one man to commit within the compass of about

three hundred pages: for I examined no further r, having found

and noted a sufficient number for my purpose ; which was to

awaken the reader's caution, and to prevent his relying too

implicitly upon the Doctor's representations. And you will con

sider, that it was not merely for inaccuracy in his translations,

that I blamed him, (such as a man may innocently commit, or

p Defence, vol. i. p. 538.

1 See my Defence, vol. i. p. 533,

&c.

r The learned reader will observe

more instances of like kind, in

WATKRI.AND, VOL. II.

Script. Doctr. p. 295, 296, 297, 304,

312, 314, 322. 2nd edit. The most

shameful of them is a version, in p.

312, of a passage cited at the bottom

of p. 311.

3 "
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sometimes choose, to save time or pains, when the cause is not

concerned in it, or when it is not material whether a scrupulous

exactness be observed or no,) but it was for his mistranslating

such parts of what he cited, as were of greatest moment to the

question in hand, and his industriously warping them to his own

hypothesis. You do well to labour this point: for indeed the

Doctor's integrity, or fidelity, to say no more, is pretty deeply

concerned in it; though my design was, not to expose his

cliaracter, but to prevent the deception of the reader. They who

desire to reexamine this matter may please to look into my

Defence, that I may not be at the trouble of repeating.

I . In the first passage, I complained of two false renderings :

one of the words, ovk ds avaipcotv, another of the word a-nav-

yatr/xa, in both which the Doctor served his hypothesis, obliquely.

against the sense of the author. You cannot, you do not pretend

that his version vita just : I cited as far as was necessary to shew

that it was not. What then? You pretend I leave out the

only words for the sake of which the Doctor cited it. I left out

no words that were at all necessary to shew the sense of the

author, or to judge of the Doctor's version. It was undoubtedly

the Doctor's business either not to cite or translate the author

at all, or to render his words faithfully, so far as he did pretond

to translate from him. And though the Doctor'sparticular design,

in that passage, might be to shew that Athanasius allowed the

Father to be styled the only God, (Mark xii. 32,) yet he had

a more general design running through his performance, which

was to keep the reader in the dark as to the ancient way of

'inderstanding it, in opposition to false gods, or idols only : to

serve which general design, he perverted the sense of that pas

sage in his translation of it.

a. The second passage8 which the Doctor had mistranslated,

you are willing to correct, in some measure, by leaving out the

word most. But you will still have it absolutely and strictly God,

instead of really God: which might not be much amiss, had not

the Doctor made such frequent ill use of absolutely, in respect of

the Father ; intending therein an opposition to God the Son't

being absolutely God. This was not the meaning of Athanasius,

who meant no opposition but to idols*. I observed, that Atha

nasius would have said, or had said, in other words, as much of

the Son, as he has there said of the Father. To which you reply,

* Tim d\i)8ivbv xal ovrar ovra Stbv, Gent. p. 9.

tov tov XpioroD narepa. Athan. contr. 1 See my Defence, vol. i. p. 524.
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that you " will not undertake to answer what Athanasius would

" have said, were I to indite for him : but you deny that he has

" said it." I shewed before what Athanasius had said, in that

very treatise™, namely, that the Son is the wv, signifying emphati-

cal existence ; which amounts to the same thing he had before

said of the Father. And to shew further what Athanasius

would have said, I have quoted in the margin what he really has

said, in a treatise1 annexed to the other, written at the same

time, and being a second part to it, so that they may be justly

esteemed one treatise. He there teaches us to worship the Son

only, and he styles him true God. These things put together

amount to full as much as was said of the Fathers' in the passage

cited by the Doctor ; namely, tov &\r]divbv koI ovras ovra (r)(bv,

signifying that he is the true God, and that he exists emphatically:

and it is manifest, that Athanasius intended no opposition to the

Son, in what he said of the Father, but to idols only.

3. As to the third place which I found fault with, you would

persuade us that the Doctor was very favourable in his transla

tion, and took the least advantage possible. I blamed him for

his rendering "far above all derivative being," intending thereby

to include the Son; as if Athanasius meant that the Father

was far abote the Son : whereas if it be rendered, as it ought to

be, far above all created being ; it would then be plain that this

passage relates not to the Son at all, but to creatures only. But

the Doctor, you now say, might have translated it " far above

" all begotten being." He might, indeed, have done so, and

have thereby shewn himself as ill a critic, as before a partial

writer. For what if some copies read yftwjjrfjs, with double v,

instead of single ; is any thing more common than mistakes of

that kind \ A little lower, in the same page, the editions had

y€vvrfTS>v instead of y(vr\TStvz. The sense must determine us in

such cases, and a critical judgment of the principles laid down in

the same treatise. One thing is certain, that however yevrjTrjs

0 'O hi Qfos 5>v fori ral ov <rvv6tTos, 'Eyvivpio-fln ©fof d\rj6iuos , Ofov

ht6 ral 6 tovtov \6yos fori xai ov Qtos Aoyos. P. 88.

avpOfros, aXXa <u kui povoyfvijf 0c6f 7 €YirrpftTfK€iva nao^ji ytvrjTTjs ovaias

it ayaBbt T<S iavrov Aoya> ical 6 tov Xptarov narrjp. Athanus. contr.

m'ra om 6fG> top o~vpnaaav hiaxv- Gent. p. 39.

tUpya xcii Ka&iornoiv. Athan. contr. 1 "AXXor piv »'ar» rap ytvtyraiv kui

Gent. p. 40. irdaijs tt)? mWa>r, ihios hi kui povos

x Tlapra^ov Trjv tov Aoyov Ofiorrrrn tov dyaOov Trarpos vrrdp^fi Airyof. &o.

/SXcirup, ovk in pip dnararai ntpt p. 39. ed. Bened. Comp. Orat. i. c.

6»oC, povov hi toitov irpoawifI, *ni 56. p. 460, &c. which, if there be any

hi' airov icaXuf t6v iraripa yuuxrwi. doubt, will determine the meaning of

Ibid. p. 87. the phrase JXXm tup y(vr)Tur, &c.

3 B 2
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be rendered, the Doctor is entirely false in ranking the Son

under ye^ri}? ovaias, because Athanasius, in the very page,

clearly exempts him from the ra. yevi)Ta, from created beings.

You may, if you please, say, from the begotten beings, and justify

it in the same way as you pretend to justify the other. The late

learned editor of Athanasius easily perceived that the word

should be yewjrjjs in one place, and yevnr&v in the other : and so

it stands corrected in his edition.

4. I found fault with the Doctor's translation of a place in

Eusebiusa, wherein he was doubly blamable : first, for tripping

in his logic, by opposing efficient to ministerial cause, when the

same may be both efficient and ministerial; and secondly, for

faultering in a momentous article of faith, excluding God the

Son from being efficient Cause of all things. Upon this you

are in a vehement passion : it is " a cavil, most ridiculous, as

" well as unjust." I am not displeased to hear you say so ;

because now I may be confident that what I said was very right,

just, and unanswerable. It is an observation the reader may have

made, which will not be found to fail in any one instance, that

whenever you throw out this kind of language, it is a certain

mark of your distress, and of your not being able to make any

solid reply. Let us see whether it does not hold true here, as

well as in former instances. The Doctor's translation, you say,

" does not exclude the Son from any proper efficiency, but from

" supreme self-authoritative efficiency." You may be a better

judge than I of what the Doctor believes, or maintains upon

second thoughts : but I may presume to judge of a written trans

lation. And I say, it is plain from his opposing efficient (not

supreme efficient) to ministerial, that, unless his wits were absent,

he intended as much to say that the Son was not efficient Cause,

as that the Father was not ministerial. He continues the same

thought all along, concluding the Father to be the Maker, (not

supreme Maker only) of all things; therein shewing his supreme

power and efficiency. This is the obvious sense of the Doctors

version. But I am not sorry to find, that either the Doctor or

you are coming off from it, and approaching nearer to Catholic

a Oix inr avrov, ((fir), dXXa 8i' auroO" " as the efficient Cause; he does not

iv rifiat atnmiiityt) M rfjv r&v SXav " so express it, but thus ; All things

troup-unji' tov irarpbt avSevrlav. Euseb. " were made by him as the ministering

Eccl. Theol. lib. i. c. 20. " Cause; that so he might refer us to

The Doctor's translation, or para- " the supreme power and efficiency of

phrase. " the Father, as the Maker of all

" Whereas he might have expressed " things." Script. Doct. p. 89. alias

" it thus, All thingswere made by him, 79.
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principles : though it still looks a little suspicious, that you are

every where scrupulous of styling the Son Creator, or Maker, and

will never say that he created by his own power, but by the

power of the Father.

5. I found fault with the Doctor's partial rendering a place

of St. Chrysostomb, and cutting the quotation short. You

repeat (p. 462,) the same thing that the Doctor had pleaded for

himself; and which I shewed to be insufficient in my Appen

dix. As to Basil, the Doctor had dealt as partially by himc.

Basil makes the Son's inherent power equal to the Father's ; and

in that sense says, that as to power, he is equal and the same.

The Doctor means no more than that the Son's power (however

unequal,) is derived from the Father, and in that sense they are

one in power. Now I say, Basil's idea and the Doctor's are

very different : and the Doctor was sensible of it ; dropping the

word equal in his version of Basil. Basil should not have been

quoted as agreeing in the thing, when he agrees only in the

name. You say, Basil could not mean that the Son's power is

coordinate. But he certainly meant, and said, that the Son's

power is equal: let the Doctor say this, and our dispute is

ended. It is plain, that Basil's reason for the Father and Son

being one is quite another than what the Doctor's is ; and that

the Doctor's notion of one in power is not Basil's notion"1.

Why then was he quoted, and mistranslated, to confirm an inter

pretation entirely different from, nay, contrary to his own ?

6. I found fault with the Doctor's partial rendering a noble

passage of Irenseuse. That Irenams was not speaking of the

Son, considered in a representative capacity, (which the Doctor,

without any warrant', would express by iv no/>d>j) 0eo£,) is

manifest from Irenaeus's referring to John i. 1. which describes

the Son as God, before that fictitious representation the Doctor

speaks of. Therefore the to Oftibv xal lvoo£ov, in that place of

Irenaeus, is to be understood of the antecedent character which

belonged to God the Son before the world was; and not of any

subsequent representation.

7. I took notices of a passage in Justin cited by the Doctor,

h Defence, ]>. 489, 525, 560. prets the text of Christ's assuming to

c Page 304. himselfthepower and authority of God.

d The Doctor, by power, seems to Reply, p. 14;. See also p. 13(5,254.

mean moral [lower; 6uch as moralists e See my Defence, vol. i. p. 525,

define to be that by which a person 561.

is enabled to do a thing lawfully and f See my Sermons, p. 106 of this

with moral effect : but Basil means volume.

natural power. The Doctor inter- & Defence, vol. i. p. 526.
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and truly rendered, but set in a false light to deceive the

reader ; as if God the Son were not himself Creator and God

of Abraham, but one personating the Creator and God of Abra

ham.

I observed, that the Doctor could not have confuted the Jew,

as Justin did, while he goes upon the supposition of the Son's

personating the Father : a plain and evident token of the Doc

tor's misunderstanding and misrepresenting his author, when he

makes a great part of the Dialogue nonsense, to bring it to his

hypothesis. For how should Justin ever prove that there was a

divine Person, distinct from angels, one that was really God, God

of Abraham, <Szc. if the person pretended to be such was only

personating the God of Abraham, and was not himself God !

Might not the Jew insist upon it that it was an angel only.

personating God ? Why must it be another, who was really God

of Abraham as well as the Fatherh ? The whole drift of Justin's

argument is entirely defeated by such a fiction of personating :

which makes it evident that Justin had no such notion, but the

quite contrary. You do not pretend to say that the Doctor,

upon his principles, could have confuted the Jew in the same

way with Justin : only you say, " He never thought of confuting

" him upon mine.'" But it is manifest that he did confute him

upon this principle, that there was a Person, besides the Father,

God of Abraham, really so, in his own Person, because so

described in Scripture : and therefore there exists a divine Per

son, besides the Father, Son of that Father; which was to

be proved. Your weak pretences about the Son's ministering,

and his not being supreme God because of that, have been often

answered.

8. I took notice of some things of a slighter kind ; but such

as betrayed too much leaning to an hypothesis, and tended to

convey false ideas to the common reader'. And though the

alteration in such cases may appear slight, like the change of a

figure or a cypher in an account ; yet is it very mischievous, and,

if designedly done, very dishonest.

9. I blamed the Doctork for skipping over some very material

h For if he always spake in the fessedly cite passages of Scripture to

name, &c. of the Father, no texts prove the Son to be Lord God: that

could be brought to prove him Lord title or name then no less expresses

God, because Lord God would ex- the Person and authority of the Son,

press the Person and authority of the than of the Father. True Script.

Father: but it is evident that Jus- Doctr. Continued, p. 1 46.

tin, Irenaeus, and others, do pro- ' Defence vol. i. p. 526. k Ibid.
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words of Novation. Do you deny the fact \ No : but you insist

upon it, thot Novotian has a great deal which may look for your

purpose. I allowed as much before : only, as the words were

capable of a Catholic meaning, and must be determined to that

meaning if some parts of the sentence are incapable of any

other ; I desired that the words per substantia communionem, by

communion of substance, (which the Doctor had unfairly omitted,)

might be brought in to end the dispute.

As to Novatian's real principles, I have given you my thoughts

above. He takes a particular way in the resolving the unity,

very like to yours : yet he maintains the eternity^ and consub-

stantiality of God the Son ; wherein he differs as much from you

as he agrees with me. The subordination he expresses in very

strong words, but yet such as do not amount to an inferiority of

nature.

You intimate, that the author intended an inequality of per

fections, and not merely an inequality in respect of original :

which is more than Novation's words prove ; or, at least, than

they appear to me to prove. I shall give the passage in the

margin"1, which must decide this matter. Novatian there

many ways expresses the same thing, that had the Father and

Son been equal in respect of original, had they both been

undented or unbegotten, there might then have been just pretence

1 As to Novatian's supposing the

Father prior to the Son, I accounted

for it in my Defence, vol. i. p. 355,

356. I shall here add a few parallel

expressions from other Catholic writ

ers, who undoubtedly believed the

coeterntty.

Ex quo ostenditur semper fuisse

vaporem istum virtutis Dei, nullum

habentem initium nisi ipsum Deum .-

neque eniin decebat aliud ei esse ini

tium nisi ipsum unde est et nascitur.

Pamphil. Apolog. p. 230.

Primitivus est dictus quia prater

Patrem, cui etiam co&ternus est divi-

nitate, cum Spiritu Sancto, ante ipsum

nullu8 est primus. Zen. Veronens.

Serm. in Exnd. ix.

Xltos ovv ovk t/v to i£ op^rjs 6

fjin&ev c^wif TrpofTTiyooitfifvov envrov, <i

fxt) Tuv f'f- ov exf1 ru turn' nv htaarrr)iiaTi

imept^ovra, aXka 777 atria irpoTfra-

yp.(vov. Basil, contr. Eunom. lib. ii. p.

735-
m Si enim natus non fuisset, innatus

comparatus cum eo qui esset innatus,

aequatione in utroque ostensa, duos

faceret innatos, et ideo duos faceret

Deos. Si non genitus esset, collatus

cum eo (qui) genitus non esset, et

requales inventi, duos Deos merito

reddidissent non geniti ; atque ideo

duos Christus reddidisset Deos. Si

sine origine esset, ut Pater, inventus,

et ipse principium omnium, ut Pater,

duo faciens prineipia, duos ostendisset

nobis consequenter et Deos. Aut si

et ipse Filius non esset, sed Pater ge-

nerans de se alterum Filium, merito

collatus cum Patre, et tantus deno-

tatus, duos Patres effecisset, et ideo

duos approbasset etiam Deos. Si

invisibilis fuisset cum invisibili col

latus, par expressus, duos invisibiles

ostendisset, et ideo duos comprobasset

et Deos. Si incomprehensibtlis, si et

cactera quaecunque sunt Patris; me

rito dicimus, duorum Deorum quam

isti confingunt controversiam susci-

tasset. Nunc autem quicquid est,

non ex se est, quia nec innatus est.

Novat. c. 31.
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for making them two Gods. He adds, that had they been both

invisible and incotnprehensible, they had then been two God*. To

understand which, we are to remember that it was the general

doctrine of the Fathers, that God the Son might be visible and

appear in a place, per assumptas species, by visible symbols ; but

that God the Father might not, it being unsuitable to the cha

racter of thefirst Person to be sent, and consequently to appear

in that manner. Upon this hypothesis, had the Son been invisible

and incomprehensible, in such a sense as the Father was conceived

to be, it would have been the same thing as if he had been

another Father, or another first Person; and that would infer

two Gods. He is not therefore speaking of any difference as to

essential perfections, but only of the difference between a first and

second Person ; that one could not be sent, or become visible and

confined to a place in any sense : the other might in such a sense

as hath been mentioned, viz. by symbols of his presence. Other

wise Novatian admits the Son in his own nature to be omni

present, as well as the Father, as is plain from his words". See

this point more fully cleared in Bishop Bull0. The whole course

and tenor of Novatian's discourse tends only to this, that there

is but one Head, viz. the Father, to whom the Son himself, his

substance, his power, and perfections are referred, and in whom

they centre ; that there is a difference of order because of that

headship ; and that, conformably thereto, the Son in all things

acts subordinately, ministers to the Father, and executes inferior

offices under him, as a son to a father, not as a servant to his

lord. This is all that Novatian's words strictly amount to : and

though he speaks of the subjection of the Son, it does not

necessarily mean any thing more than that voluntary economy

which God the Son underwent, and which would not have been

proper for the Father himself to have submitted to, because not

suitable to the order of the Persons.

One passage I must here give, because we differ chiefly about

what that passage contains. The literal version runs thus P :

n Si homo tantummodo Christus, deatur. Subjectis enim ei, quasi Filia

quomodo adest ubique invocatus ? omnibus rebus a Patre, dum ipse cum

Cum haec hominis natura non sit sed his qua? illi subjecta sunt, Patri sno

Dei, ut adesse omni loco possit. No- subiicitur, Patris quidem sui Fihus

vat. cap. 15. See True Script. Doctr. probatur, cseterorum autem et Demi-

Continued, p. 170. nus et Deus esse reperitur. Ex quo

0 Bull. D. F. sect. iv. cap. 3. dum huic qui est Deus, omnia sub-

p Cujus sic divinitas traditur, ut stracta (leg. substrata) traduntur, et

non aut dissonantia, aut intrqualitate cuncta sibi subjecta Filius accepta re-

divinitatis, duos Deos reddidisse vi- fert Patri, totam divinitatis auctori-
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" Whose Godhead is so delivered, as not to appear to make

" two Gods, either by a disaareement or inequality of Godhead.

" For all things being by the Father made subject to him, as to a

" Son, while he himself, with those things which are made subject

" to him, is subject to his Father: he is shewn indeed to be the

" Son of his Father; but is found to be Lord and God of all

" things else. And since all things are thus subjected to him

" (the Son) who is God, and since he owes their being made

" subject under him to the Father, he again refers back to the

" Father all the authority of the Godhead : and so the Father

" is shewn to be the one true and eternal God, from whom alone

" this efflux of the Godhead being sent out and communicated

" to the Son. revolves again to the Father by communion of sub-

" stance. The Son is indeed shewn to be God, as the Godhead

" is communicated and delivered to him : but at the same time

" the Father is nevertheless the one God, while that very Majesty

" and Godhead is, by a reciprocal course, returned, and referred

" up again from the Son to the Father that gave it."

This is, I think, a fair and true rendering of Novatian : only

I am now to justify such parts of it as you will be apt to except

against. Instead of inequality, you choose the reverse, viz.

equality; upon some slender suspicions of your own against the

faith of the copies. Conjectural emendations ought never to be

admitted, but upon the greatest necessity. For it often happens

that men please themselves awhile with reasons that look

plausible; but when the thing comes to be well considered,

reasons as plausible, or more so, may appear on the other side.

It has been urged, in this very case, by a learned gentleman i,

that what you would make a reason for non aqualitate, is suffi

ciently answered by the words, non dissonantia divinitatis. For

had the Father and Son been equally unoriginate, there would

have been dissonantia, according to Novatian'; a disagreement

of two independent Deities, without any Sonship, which makes

tati'm rursus Patri remittit; unus Deus qui dederat earn, rursum ab illo ipso

ostenditur verus et aeternus Pater, a Filio missa revertitur, et retorquetur.

quo solo baec vis divinitatis emissa, Novat. cap. 31.

etiam in Filium tradita et directa, 1 True Scripture Doctrine Con-

rursura per substantia communionem tinued, p. 173.

ad Patrem revolvitur. Deus quidem r Dum non aliunde est quam ex

ostenditur Filius cui divinitas tradita Patre, Patri suo originem suam de-

et porrecta conspicitur ; et tamen bens, discordiam divinitatis de nu-

nihilominus unus Deus Pater proba- raero duoruin Deomm facere non

tur; dum gradatim reciproco mealu potuit. Novat. cap. 31.

ilia majestas atque divinitas ad Patrem,
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the unions. Hence then Novatian excludes equality of original,

by the words non dissonantia ; but at the same time teaches an

equality of nature, or Godhead, that he might avoid the opposite

extreme. And this is but suitable to the very tenor of his

discourse, there and elsewhere. For how can there be a com

munication of substance and Godhead, without the supposition

of equality of nature and Godhead ? A little before, he had said,

the Word was divine substance*: and he here speaks of the God

head being communicated, or imparted to the Son, and revolving

again to the Father as the Head or Fountain. Besides that,

Novatian is known to make the Son as truly of the same nature

with the Father, as any man is of the same human nature with

his Father". What is this but, in other words, declaring equality

of nature or Godhead? There is therefore no reason for altering

Novatiahs text1: however positively you may express yourself on

that head.

As to the words accepta refert Patri, they really mean no more

than that he received them from the Father, or acknowledged

them to be received : which comes not up to the Doctor's expres

sion, (which I found fault with,) " in acknowledgment returned :"

besides that the Doctor was not there translating accepta refert,

but reciproco meatu revertitur, &c.

' Si ambo vocarentur Patres, essent extra se est, quod quae sua sunt potest :

profecto natura dissimiles .- unusquis- et profectus dignitatis est genuisse

que enim ex semetipso constaret, et potestatem, nec alienasse naturam.

communem substantiam cum alteio Hilar, de TWn. p. 934.

non haberet; nec Deltas una esset, ' Substantia scilicet ilia rfirina, cujus

qiiibus una natura non esset. Fulgent, nomen est Verbum. Novat. c. 31.

Resp. contr. Arian. p. 52. u Ut enim praescripsit ipsa natura

Duos autem Deos dicere non pos- hominem credendum qui ex homine

sumus, nec debemus: non quod Filius sit: ita eadem natura praescribit et

Dei Deus non sit, imo verus Deus de Deum credendum esse qui ex Deo sit.

Deo vero ; sed quia non aliunde quam Novat. cap. 1 1 .

de ipso uno Patre Dei Filium novimus, x I may here cite a passage of Hilary.

proinde unum Deum dicimus. Si which may serve as a just comment

verus Deus est, et de Patre non est, upon this ofNovatian; being extremely

duo sunt, habentes singuli et volunta- like it, and carrying the same thought,

tes proprias, et imperia diversa. Greg, probably, in it.

Nazianz. Op. vol. i. p. 728. Ambros. Insunt sibi invicem, dum non est

Op. vol. ii. p. 347. nisi ex Patre nativitas, dum in Deum

Quicquid extra eum est, cum con- alterum naturae vel exterioris, vel dis-

tumelia ei honoratw virtutis wquubitur. similis non subsistit, dum Deus ex Deo

Si enim aliquid quod non ex ipso est, manens non est aliunde quod Deus est.

reperiri potest simile ei, et virtutis ejus- Hilar, p. 937.

dern; amisit privilegium Dei sub con- Here are the 6ame reasons given

sortio coaqualis : jamque non erit why Father and Son are not too

Deus units a quo indifferens sit Deus Gods: and Hilary's expression of

alius. At vero nun liabet eontumeliam non natura" exterioris answers to

proprietatis aequalitas, quia suum est Novatian's of non dissonantia ; as

quod sui simile est; et ex se est quod also his non dissimilis to the other's

sibi ad similitudinem comparatur; nec non ina>qualitate.
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The words vis divinitatis, I render efflux of the Godhead; which

you render divine power. I could not think of a better expression

than what I made use of. That I have not missed the sense

I persuade myself, because Novatian is speaking of communion of

substance in the same sentence, and had styled the Word divine

substance a little before : and he is here plainly speaking of the

divine substance being porrecta and tradita, communicated from

Father to Son, and recurring to the Father as Head. If vis

answers to the Greek bvva.fj.Ls, as I conceive it here does, it means

the same as the living and substantial power of God, the same

that we express by efflux, or emanation. The thought of Novatian

seems to be the same with that of Tertulliany, whom he loved to

imitate in many things. To make it still plainer that I interpret

him rightly, please to observe the words, Deus quid-em ostenditur

Filius, cui divinitas tradita el porrecta conspicitur. Here he gives

the reason why the Son is God: it is because the Godhead ex

tends to him, or is communicated to him. Compare this with

what the author says in another place 7- ; and you will see how

consistent and uniform this writer is in his doctrine, that it is

the Son's proceeding from the Father, or his partaking of the

divine substance, that makes him God. So little reason have you

to imagine that the words, per substantial communionem, crept into

the text out of the margin. Whether the Doctor or I have pur

sued a wrong scent in explaining Novatian, I now leave to the

reader to judge.

10. I had remarked8 upon the Doctor's rendering a passage

of Athanasiusb, more to serve his hypothesis, than pursuant to

the sense of the author. The reader must be left to judge for

himself, after comparing what hath or may be said on both sides.

The author, as I take it, is there blaming the Sabellians for

imagining the Son to be the only God, in such a sense as to make

one Person only (under three names, of Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost) in the Godhead, instead of three real Persons. Accord

s' Cum radius ex sole porrigitur, Si homo tantummodo Christus,

portio ex summa ; sed sol erit in radio, quomodo dicit, Ego ex Deo prodii et

quia solis est radius, nec separatur venif cum constet hominem a Deo

substantia, sed extenditur. Tertull. factum esse, non ex Deo processisse

Apol. cap. 21. Dens ergo processit ex Deo, dum

Prolatum Filium a Patre, sed non qui processit sermo, Deus est qui pro-

separatum. Contr. Prax. cap. 8. cessit ex Deo. Novat. cap. 23.

z Qui idcirco unum potest dici, dum a Defence, vol. i. p. 528.

ex ipso est, et dum Filius ejus est, et b 'O aapxaOui Kvpios koi Ge6s ijfiaiv

dum ex ipso nascitur, et dum ex ipso 'Iijo-oOf Xpiaros 6 itan)p ovk ianv, oils'

processisse reperitur, per quod et Deus <us iKtimi (paUv, 6 pAms 6edr. Athart,

est. Novat. cap. 23. contr. Greg. Sabell. p. 47.
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ingly, the same author censures them (p. 39c.) for making the

Son fiovos, or the alone divine Person, in contradiction to John

viii. 1 6. "Iam not alone, because the Father is with me."

Which text he produces to prove that Father and Son were

two Persons, and that the Son was not jxovos in such a sense,

as to infer a confusion of Persons. This therefore being all that

the author intended against the Sabellians, it seems to me plain,

that the construction I before gave of is itcrfvoi <palev, was right,

and the Doctor's wrong. That the author could not deny the

Son to be the only God in any other sense, is plain from his

making Father and Son one perfect substance^; and his asserting

one Godhead of both1'. In another place f, he censures the Sabel

lians for making the Son the one and only God: but how? So as

to deny the distinct Personality, and no otherwise. And in the

very place we are now upon, all that the writer insists upon is,

that the Father and Son are distinct Persons, not one Person :

in which sense the author does not admit the Son to be 6 ft6vos

©tds. But that it is always Sabellian to apply the phrase to the

Son singly, or to both together, is not said, neither can you

prove it. The force of your argument lies only in the article 6 :

for as to ixovoi ©(6s, only God, that it is often applied to the Son,

cannot be denieds: and this consideration might be sufficient to

make the author put in the restriction of its Ixtivoi <pdiev to the

latter branch of the sentence, which he did not to the former,

where it is 6 rianjp. For there is a sense wherein the Son is

6 fuSvos ®cos, but he is not 6 rianjp in any sense : which shews

the reason why the author expressed himself as he did.

ii. I took notice11 of another passage directly contrary to the

Doctor's purpose, though cited by him. For the Doctor's design

was to make the Father the only God exclusive of the Son: while

that passage makes him the only God including the Son : di-

c Han owe aTrooravia (ratftrjs apvri- Sf MoVa> Ttav iravTav avBpomtav Seal.

o~8ai ra Tpia, xai fiovov etvai \cyeiv tov Clem. Alexand. p. 84.

(puffKovra' ovk eifii fiovos, oti 6 wtft^f/us Twv avfiirdvrtav &t6v eva fiovov

fie narffp ufT f'fiov eori 16011 yap viov eV irarpi. P. I42.

livo npoiroma. Athan. torn. ii. p. 39. Christus Jesus solus esset Deux.

A Mia 8t ovo-a ovala TfKtia. P. 41. Aristid. apud Petav. Praef. ad 2. torn.

c Mia dtorns irarpos xai viov. P. 42. Theol.

' Oi Ttfv rpiaba fiovdSa woiovvrts Tov 0foC Aoyos fiovos 0for aKndris

vodtvtiv Ka\ ttjv airoo~To\7]v, utairtp ttjv fiovos &cds £>s 6 irarrjp. Athan.

yiwT)o~iv, (iti\tipovo-iv ttaa> yap ovra in Psal. p. 83. nov. collect.

<pao~l tov irarpos tov viov, ayiao'ftbv Yiov fiovov tlprfO'Bai Qf6v, Sec. Greg.

avdpatnov (pyd£io-6ai, Tovriariv, avrov Naz. Oral, xxxvi. p. 586.

tov tva xai fiovov Otov, ovrois ant- I'.ut ftt fiovov Qtov d&tvai, Sec.

trraXdat tov avBpumov, oi Otov itapa Euxeb. in Pxal. p. 503.

6eov. P. 47. h Defence, vol. i. p. 528.
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rectly the reverse. Had the Doctor's intention been only to

prove that the Father is styled the only God, the method had

been fair : but as his professed design was to exclude the Son

from the one Godhead, his manner of citing authors for it, who

in these very passages were directly against it, is an intolerable

abuse upon the readers.

12. The like may be said of another passage taken notice of

in my Defence'. You seem to forget the Doctor's note on prop.

9. where he precautions his reader to understand it in such a

sense as to exclude the Son from necessary existence, (so you

interpret self-existent.) Now can any thing be more unfair or

fraudulent, than to cite authors as styling the Father the only

God, to countenance a proposition in such a sense as those

authors detested and abhorred? All the apologies you can

possibly invent can never make such a practice righteous, or

honest.

13. I remarked11 upon a passage cited out of Nazianzen ;

where the Doctor, by a note, had most shamefully stifled and

perverted the authors meaning. You say not one word of the

Doctor's note, the only thing I found fault with : and which

indeed can admit of no colourable excuse, except it were done

through carelessness, taking a passage at second hand, and com

menting upon it, without ever looking into the author to see

what went before or after.

14. As to the passage of Justin Martyr, enough hath been

said above.

15. I remarked1 upon another note of the Doctor's, on a pas

sage in Irenaeus, and gave several reasons to shew the unfairness

and falseness of it. You have here nothing to say in his defence :

so I pass on.

16. I remarked upon another passage"1, where the Doctor

had read the text of Irenaeus wrong ; which you civilly acknow

ledge, and thank me for the notice. But there are still two

questions betwixt us relating to that place. First, whether it

should be ayivvr^Tos or dye'vTjros, and next, whether the Son be

included by Irenaeus, in that place, in the aytvrjTos 0e6s, sup

posing that to be the reading. It was needless for you to heap

passages upon me to prove that none but the Father should bo

' Vol.i. p.528. k lb. p.529. 'Ibid. dSoKovtrros, Kai KfXfvovros, tov 8e vlov

m 'O ytvvijTos Kai nt■nkaapivos av- npaoo-ovros Kai &r)p.iovpyovvros, tov Si

Bpamos Kar tlxova Kai ouolcoatv tov 7rvevpaTos Tpt<povros koa avt-avrof.

aytvvr)TOv yivtrai 6foO' tov uiv warpbt Iren. lib. iv. cap. 38. p. 2815.
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styled aytvvr\To<i, tinbegotten, or unoriginate ; which I readily allow.

All the question is about ayivnTos, uncreated, unmade, eternal, or

necessarily existing. The reasons why 1 think ayavrfrov to be the

reading in Irenaeus are these :

I. The translator's rendering it by infecti : which however 1

acknowledge to be of less weight, because he is sometimes mis

taken in such cases ; putting ingenitus for infectus, and perhaps

infectus for ingenitus or innatus. •

II. A much stronger reason is, that through that whole chapter

ayfirqroi is opposed to things made, things of transient and pre

carious existence. The opposition runs between the things mad*.

and the Maker of them n :

III. Another very weighty reason is drawn from the opposition

between yevnrbs avdpatrtos, and ayfVTjrov 0eoC : that the reading

is yevnrbs, not with double v, is evident from the whole chapter;

where the opposition runs between man made", and God his

Maker. And there is not the least hint of man considered as

begotten, or as Son of God ; as you would understand it, referring

to Luke iii. 38. These reasons convince me that the true reading

of the words is 6 yevnTos avOpumos, and tov ay(vf(Tov ©eo£.

The next question is, whether the Son be here included under

b\yevr\Tov ©eoC. I gave several reasons why all the three Persons

are included ; which reasons may be seen in my Defence. I

shall add two more : one, that as the opposition runs between

the thing made and the maker ; so it is observable that God the

Son frequently is factor, Troirrrris, Maker, according to Irenseus;

which shews that he is included in the ayivnTos ©eos. And

again, it is Irenaeus's doctrine, that man's being made after the

image of God is to be understood of his being made in the image

of God the Word?: which still further confirms my construction

of that passage ; and I now submit it to the judgment of the

n Tw fitv ©eia, dri Kara ra avra

ivri, Kai aytwryra vrrdp^ovri ra fi«

ytyovora Ka66 y^rttreiTa ycvtacas dpXHv

(dial* t<T\c, Kara Toirro Kai vartpciadai

8ct avra tov irtiroLnKOTos, ov yap j]6"v-

vavro ayt'vvrjTa fivat ra vtaaTi yeyfvvn-

piva. Iren. p. 283.

Volunt similes esse factori Deo, et

nullam esse differential!) infecti Dei et

nunc facti hominis. P. 285.

0 Kkcivos apri ytyovu>s vfoxrTi

ytyovora avtipumov, Cti /ir/ dytvvrjros qv.

P. 284.

"Ei«t be tov avBpumov irpiiTov ytvi-

o6ai, Kai ytvoptvov av£i)<rai, &C. p. 285.

P fO Aoyof, o5 kot (ik6vo 6 <1v@pwBoi

eyeydvci.

'O Adyos T7)V tiKova *Set£»f dAj-

$a>s, aiiros tovto ytvAfitvos onrp qy

fiicuv avroxi. Iren. lib. v. cap. 16.

p. 3'3-
Quia jam adhaerebat illi Filius.

secunda persona, sermo ipsius, et tertia.

Spiritus in sennone, ideo plurality

pronuntiavit, faciamus, et nostrum.

Tertull. adv. Prax. cap. 12.

Unum en im sunt, quorum imaginis

et similitudinis unum est homo factus

exemplum. Hilar, de TVin. lib. v.

cap. 8.
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learned reader. As to my translating riboKovvros by designing,

I have accounted for it above.

17. As to the passage in Basil, which the Doctor had not

done justice to, I desire the reader to see my Defence 1. That

Basil allows the Father to be a natural cause of the Son is very

true ; not a cause in the Doctor's sense : nor do Basil's words

convey any such notion to- the reader, as the Doctor's word,

effects, does. And therefore the Doctor cannot be acquitted of

a misrepresentation. I leave it to any reader, who will compare

my account of Basil with the Doctor's version, to judge whether

the ideas here and there be not very widely different. And

what occasion was there for the Doctor's saying effects, instead

of things issuing from them, but to favour an hypothesis, and to

hold out a false light to the readers ? As to what you say of

dfiiofxa, dignity, I have answered it above. Your reason for -npo-

T(T&xdai signifying more than priority of order, is very peculiar,

viz. because Basil in another place has both rdfei and dfutpart :

therefore when he makes mention of order only, (as in the word

■npoTfraxdai,) he meant more than order. You might perceive,

by the reason given in both places, that TsporeraxOai applied to

the Father, and ia£u bevrfpos applied to the Son, answer exactly

to each other, and literally signify order, and nothing elser. And

had you attended to Basil's reasoning, where he allows dfiw/icm

as well as r<i£ei, you would have perceived that it was rather ad

hominem, or for argument sake, than any thing else. For admit

ting that the Son or Holy Ghost were dfuiftarc, as well as rdfei,

second and third, (as Eunomins pretended,) yet he shews that no

certain consequence can be drawn from thence to inferiority of

nature. Or however, at the most, all you can make of it is, that

the Father being supreme in office, as well as in order, was on that

account d£mp.ari Trp&ros, first in dignity : as one angel (which is

Basil's illustration) is superior to another in rank, or office, though

in nature equal. Basil. lib. iii. p. 79.

19. The last passage I found fault with, you are content to

throw off under the name of a quibble ; because you could not

account for the Doctor's foul play in mistranslating it, and

warping it to his own hypothesis. Why was not the word hr)p.iovp-

yijp.aTa rendered creatures, as it ought to have been? And why

did the Doctor put all things, when speaking of things produced

by the Father, and things only in respect of the Son's producing,

when he had no ground for the distinction in Basil I

1 Vol. i. p. 531. r See another passage of Basil above, p. 723.
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But enough of this. The Doctor's partiality in many of his

quotations has been sufficiently manifested. And though you

are pleased to pass the matter off with as good a face as you

can, (and it is your wisest way so to do,) yet you will hardly

find many readers of opinion with you, that these kind of slips,

in a man of character, are of slight moment. Had Bishop Bull

been ever guilty of things of this kind, I well know what use

would have been made of it. Mr.Whistons charged him with

once unfairly translating a passage of Origen ; where yet the

Bishop was right, and Mr.Whiston certainly wrong, as I have

proved in my Defence' : and this one pretended instance of un

fairness is brought up again, and aggravated, by another gentle

man11, with some kind of insult. A few slips of this nature,

where a charge is really just, are not easily pardoned in any

writers of the higher class : betraying either want of learning,

or want of care, or, what is worst of all, want of honesty.

You endeavour to throw off the force of the next five or six

pages of my Defence, (which you can never fairly answer,) by

charging something disingenuous, as you pretend, upon me : "as

" if all the Doctor's citations from the Fathers in general were

44 concessions only from writers, who were adversaries in the

" whole.'" But I made a distinction51, as the Doctor himself had

done^, between Ante-Nieene and Post-Nicene writers. As to

the latter, he laid claim to nothing but concessions: and as to

the former, he did indeed claim more in respect of some of them,

though I think without reason. You are still sanguine enough

to say, that " much the greater part of the authors he cites, all,"

you think, 44 of the three first centuries, agree with him in the

44 full sense of all his propositions." How wild, and indeed

romantic, this imagination of yours is, hath been sufficiently

shewn all the way ; first, in my Defence, and again in these

papers : particularly in the eleven instances above mentioned,

wherein the Doctor runs counter to all antiquity. As to supreme

dominion, which you lay so much stress on ; it is demonstration

that the Fathers held no supremacy but what was thought con

sistent with equality of nature, and with the unity of the same

Godhead common to Father and Son. If this be your supremacy,

all is right and well. But it is ridiculous in you to quote ancients

* Primitive Christianity Revived, Append, ii. p. 44.

vol. iv. p. 154. * Defence, vol. i. p. 522.

1 Vol. i. p. 389, &c. t Preface to Script. Doctr. p. 18.

u Primitive Christianity Revived. 1st ed. Reply, p. 5, 6.
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for the supremacy, and at the same time to throw out all the

considerations which should come in to qualify, fix, and determine

the notion of supremacy among the ancients. Are not all the

other tenets, wherein the ancients evidently contradict the Doc

tor's whole scheme, so many demonstrations that they never un

derstood supremacy in any such sense as he does ? What is the

Doctor or you doing, but playing one or two principles of the

ancients, of uncertain meaning in themselves, against twenty

clear, plain, undoubted principles ? which if you were able to do

with success, it would not be proviug that the Fathers were on

your side, but that they were fools and mad, and are of no

account on either side of the controversy. But 1 hope the reader

will easily see through the mystery of the whole deceit which you

are putting upon him, (and perhaps upon yourselves at the

same time,) which is only this : the straining and perverting the

true and Catholic notion of supremacy (held in all ages of the

Church, before and after the Nicene Council) to an Arian and

heretical sense ; that so you may obliquely (what you care not

to do directly) reduce the Son and Holy Ghost to the rank of

creatures. Your constant plea is, the supremacy, the supremacy:

the ancients, it seems, were for supremacy, amidst all their variety

of metaphysical speculations : so that every other tenet, whereby

the ancients plainly overturn your whole scheme, must be thrown

off as a metaphysical speculation; and nothing but supremacy

must be sounded in our ears. Yet, after all, you can make

nothing of this pretended supremacy till you turn it into a meta

physical speculation upon self-existence, and that again into neces

sary existence; then adding sundry other metaphysical specula

tions, to degrade and sink God the Son into precarious existence.

This was not the way of the ancients ; nor was this the use they

ever made, or intended to make of the supremacy : if they had,

you would have allowed them, I suppose, in this single instance,

to run into metaphysical speculations. One thing is evident,

amidst all their variety of metaphysical speculations, in which you

think they abounded more than you, that what metaphysics they

had in their great abundance, they employed them all in defence

of our Lord's divinity ; while you, on the contrary, employ the

little you have, in direct opposition to it. Certainly, the ancients,

being so much given to metaphysics, could have been metephysical

on your side of the question, as well as you are now : but either

they were wise enough to distinguish false mataphysics from

true ; or, they had not so learned Christ. But to return.

WATEBLAND, VOL. II. 3 C
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I intimated1 how a Romanist might, in Dr. Clarke's way, fill

pages with quotations wide of the purpose, and call them con

cessions, and thereby deceive weak readers. Here you have

nothing to reply, but that I do the Doctor wrong in applying

this to all his citations. I applied it not to all, but to as many

(bo they more orfetcer) as have been thus deceitfully made use

of by the Doctor. By his own account it must be understood of

as many Post-Nicene Catholics as he quotes in that manner:

and how many Ante-Nicenes it ought to be understood of, may

appear from what I have shewn of their being in very opposite

sentiments to his, in the most material points of our dispute.

But allowing your plea, is it any justification of the Doctor's

method of quoting? I charge him with deceit: and you, in his

defence, represent him as practising it not so much, or so often, as

I might imagine. But why did he practise it at all I

You next endeavour to retort something upon me like to the

Romanists, though entirely wide and foreign, and brought in

most strangely. They have recourse, you say, to tradition : you

should have said to oral tradition, which is quite another thing

from written tradition. And what harm is there in having

recourse to the written tradition of Fathers for the sense of

Scripture, more than in having recourse to a Dictionary for the

sense of words ; or to the practice of courts, resolutions of

Judges, or books of Reports, for the sense of laws ? All helps,

for the understanding of Scripture, ought to be made use of :

and recourse to the Fathers is one, and a very considerable one.

The Romanists, you add, call their own doctrine Catholic : yes,

and without reason. The Fathers, long before Popery, called

their doctrine Catholic, and with good reason. What then?

The Romanists also call that heresy, which is really none : may

we not therefore call that lieresy, which really is such, and which

has been ever so accounted in all ages of the Church ? What you

have further is repetition : except your speculations on Rev. i. 8.

which have been mostly considered above8. There remain only

a few incidental matters to be here taken notice of, very briefly.

I had referred to four places b in Clemens, where he either di

rectly or indirectly makes the Son tiauroKpdTwp, Almighty. Of

three of them no reasonable doubt can be made : and three are

1 Defence, vol. i. p. 534, 535. A<$yoi>, p. 277. Avra/uc ircr/Kpari)s

a Page 563 of this volume. 6i\t]pa iruvroKpaTopiKov. p. 646. 'H

b ToO navroKparopoi koi narpiKov vlov (pvtrte rj tgj fidva iravroKparopi

Aoyou. p. 148. Toy ituviOKpaTopa Ofov jrpocrfxeaTaTj;. p. 831.
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sufficient. The fourth only says, that the nature of the Son

is irpo<T()(((rt6.Tr], most intimately united to the alone Almighty ;

which, according to Clemens's notion of their union, is supposing

both Almighty. But this I need not insist upon, having three

plain testimonies besides; two of which have been vindicated

above. You cite another passage0 of Clemens, and you translate

it most shamefully, to serve your hypothesis, in these words;

" He is irresistible as being Lord of all ; most certainly irre-

" sistible, because ministering to the will of the good and su-

" preme Father over all." You have here exceeded Mr.Whiston

by far; whose translation is very modest and reasonable in

comparison. The literal and just rendering is thus : " Neither

" could he be obstructed by any other, being Lord of all, and

" chiefly (or most perfectly) ministering to the will of the good

" and Almighty Father.11 Clemens's thought is this ; that as

to creatures, they cannot obstruct him, since he is Lord over

them : and as to the Father, he will not, inasmuch as all that the

Son does is perfectly agreeable to his wilH. I need not say any

thing here further in relation to Justin or Eusebius ; having

given ray thoughts of both in the preceding sheets.

QUERY XXVIII.

Whether it be at all probable, that the primitive Church should mis

take in so material a point as this is ; or that the whole stream of

Christian writers should mistake in telling us what the sense of

the Church was : and whether such a cloud of witnesses can be set

aside without weakening the only proof we have of the Canon of

the Scripture, and the integrity of the sacred text ?

THE Modest Pleader thinks it not material to inquire, "whe-

" ther the ancient writers of the Church were better skilled in

" metaphysical speculations, than we at this dayf1 This kind of

talk is what he affects, and pleases himself in ; though he has

nothing but metaphysics to depend on, as I have often observed :

and I will venture to assure him, that the old and well tried

metaphysics of the ancients are such as he will find much supe

rior to his own. Metaphysics were indeed first brought in by

heretics, and were much encouraged by Arius, Eunomius, and

' Ovff ixf> trtpov KwXvBtlr) n-or &i> 6 d See Bull. D. F. sect. ii. cap. 6.

navra>v Kvpwt, Kai pakurra i^vmjperS>v Nourrii Apparat. vol. i. p. 954- Lord

to> toC ayaBov Kai iravroKparopos fleXq- Nottingham's Answer to Whiston,

part narp6s, p. 832. p. 5.

3 C 2
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the whole sect of Arians : but the Fathers of the Church, having

better sense than they, were able to baffle them at their own

weapons. The Modest Pleader, I think, (if there be not an

interpolation by another hand,) still goes on, and tells me " how

" unanimously, how uniformly the ancients asserted a real su-

" premacy of the Father's dominion." And yet the certain

truth is, that he has no Ante-Nicene or Post-Nicene Catholic

writer that ever came up to his notion of it. Where does he

find them saying, that the Father alone is supreme in dominion !

He may find many expressly contradicting it ; as many as make

Father and Son one God, or proclaim them undivided in do

minion, or say that they are unius Potestatis, unius Divinitatie,

of one Power and Godhead, and the like: many testimonies

whereof have been given in the course of these papers. All he

can prove is a supremacy of the Father, a supremacy in respect

of order or office, nothing more. But his way is to take old

expressions, and to affix new ideas to them, under pretence that

those old writers knew not how to speak accurately. What

they called cause, is with him no cause ; what they called acts,

are no acts ; what they called generation, is no generation ; and

their subordination (like mine) is a coordination : and so, I pre

sume, their supremacy is no supremacy, but must be stretched

further upon the foot of the new metaphysics. This is the whole

of the case ; new ideas to old terms, that a man may seem to

concur with the ancients, while he is really contradicting them in

the grossest manner, and introducing a novel faith. I know not

how far such a method may serve with the populace : wise men

will see through it, and give it its due name; viz. either great

ignorance of antiquity, or great partiality.

But he goes on : " whole streams of writers in matters of con-

" troversy, representing other men's opinions otherwise than in

" the words of the persons themselves, are no manner of evi-

" dence." One would wonder what this wise paragraph meant,

or what it was to the purpose. Have we not the sense of

the Church from Churchmen themselves? But he wanted to

introduce an ill-natured gird upon somebody. He is terriblv

afraid lest any man should judge of Dr. Clarke's writings from

his adversary's accounts. I hope the reader will bear this cau

tion in mind, as often as he reads Dr. Clarke's account of the

Ante-Nicene or Post-Nicene writers, to whom he is an utter

adversary ; though a professed one to the latter only. As
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to what he says about weakening the canon of Scripture, I

refer to my Defence e; where that matter is fairly and fully

stated.

I now come to you. You repeat the pretence of supremacy:

which requires no further answer but this ; that you mistake the

alone unoriginateness for alone dominion. The Father is not the

alone Governor: but he alone hath his authority and dominion

from none.

QUERY XXIX.

Whether private reasoning, in a matter above our comprehension, be

a safer rule to go by, than tlte general sense and judgment of the

primitive Church in the first 300 years : or, supposing it doubtful

what the sense of the Church was within that time, whether what

was determined by a Council of 300 Bishops soon after, with tlte

greatest care and deliberation, and has satisfied men of the greatest

sense, piety, and learning, all over the Christian world, for 1400

years since, may not satisfy wise and good men now ?

1 HERE meet with nothing but what has been abundantly

answered or obviated. Your former pretences were ;

1. That the Nicene Council knew nothing of individual con-

substantiality.

2. That they understood consubstantial in afigurative sense.

3. That if they intended any real consubstantiality, it was

specific only.

4. That several Councils, more numerous than that of Nice

determined against the 6\wavcriov.

All these pleas were particularly examined and confuted in my

Defence : and you have been content to drop them, as indefen

sible, without any reinforcement.

You have nothing further but a few trifling quibbles about

individual, and identical, and supreme authority : which may now

pass with the readers for words of course; such as you have

accustomed yourself to repeat, when you have no mind to be

silent. 1 must desire the reader to turn to my Defence of

this Query, and to compare it with your Reply, if he finds any

thing in what you have said that seems to require any con

sideration.

QUERY XXX.

Whether, supposing the case doubtful, it be not a wise mans part to

take the safer side ; rather to think too highly, than too meanly of

c Vol. i. p. 541, &c.
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our blessed Saviour; rather to pay a modest deference to the

judgment of the ancient and modern Church, than to lean to one's

own understanding ?

I MUST take notice of what the Modest Pleader here pre

tends, that "this CJuery may be retorted with irresistible

" strength." After he has thus prepared his reader, let as hear

what his words come to. It is thus, " whether it be not a wise

" man's part, rather to think too highly than too meanly of God

" the Father ; and to be tender of his incommunicable honour."

To which I answer, that God the Father has determined this

question already, by his commands laid upon us to honour his

Son even as himself; and by his giving no particular cautions

against honouring him too much. If we err on this part, in

honouring the Son too highly, (without the least thought of dis

honouring the Father,) we err on the right side, as erring on the

side of the precept ; whereas the other is erring against the pre

cept. This I urged before ; and neither the Modest Pleader nor

yourself take the least notice of it. However, I rested my ar

gument upon this further consideration, that the modest side is

the safest to err in : and I thought a debt of modesty very proper

to be paid to the ancient Church, and to all the modern Churches;

unless you had plain demonstration for your dissent.

But the Modest Pleader says, a " modest deference should be

" paid to the express declarations and commands of Scripture,

" rather than to the additions of any human and fallible judg-

" ment." But where is his modesty to call his unscriptural in

ventions by the venerable name of Scripture ? The question is

not, whether express Scripture ought to be obeyed : but whether,

what a few confident men call express Scripture, and all the

Churches of Christendom, early and late, take to be directly

contrary to express Scripture, is to be admitted as an article of

faith.

It is very strange that you should so often speak of human

and fallible judgment, and never consider that the judgment you

make is human and fallible, as well as the rest. Are you, in

particular, privileged from errors, or blessed with the gift of in

fallibility? Since we are comparing human with human, and

fallible with fallible judgment ; think it possible that many, and

great, and wise men may have judged right, and that afew may

have judged wrong. There is a presumption, a strong proba

bility, to say no more, against you : nor will any thing less than

demonstration be sufficient to support your pretences, in opposition
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to the current judgment of the Christian world. In modesty,

the novelists ought to pay a deference to wiser men than them

selves ; and not presume that they have Scripture on their side,

till they are able to prove it. But of this I said enough in my

Defence f ; and you make no answer. You have nothing more,

under this Query, but repetition of your preface ; which I have

answered in its place. Only I must take notice of one very

peculiar piece of grave banter: your accusing me as appealing

to the passions of the readers, only for retorting upon you your

own declamation, in somewhat stronger words ; as I had a better

cause to support them. Who was it that first called upon us to

" consider, what to answer at the great day, &c. I" So solemn

an appeal, upon such trifling pretences as you had, obliged me

to remind you of the infinitely greater risk you run, in unac

countably denying your Lord and God. You tell us also of

names of reproach; at the same time reproaching the Church of

God, and the most eminent lights of it in all ages, as Tritheists,

or Sabellians, or Scholastics, or as contentious men, that built

their faith on metaphysical speculations. It seems, you can feel

any thing that looks like a reproach upon yourselves ; at the

same time causelessly dealing about hard names, and most

injurious reflections upon all around you. Learn to be modest,

or at least commonly civil to others, and you may meet with

suitable returns. We shall not suffer you to run on with your

charge of Sabellianism, Tritheism, scholastic jargon, &c, which

you cannot make good against us; without letting the world

know something of a charge of Arianism, which we can make

good against you, having often done it with the force and evi

dence of demonstration. As to the charge I made (p. 558, vol. i.)

relating to your resting your cause, in the last result, solely upon

metaphysics, though you are pleased to call it calumny, there is

not a syllable of it but what is strictly true, and may be unde

niably proved from Dr. Clarke's own pieces, and yours. I

except one or two particulars, which I remember to have met

with only in Mr.Emlyn's TractsS. I hope you will not think him

an ignorant writer, nor one that is used to allege such reasons

only as his adversaries should desire or wish for. He has long

studied this controversy, and, as I conceive understands it

better than some who have succeeded him in it, and who have

been content sometimes to borrow from him. But that by the

[ Vol. i. p. 541, 542. s Emlyn's Tracts, p. 165.
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way : I still continue to affirm, having proved it more than once,

that in the last result your doctrine stands upon metaphysics only,

and such pretences as I mentioned in the place above cited.

They are what you constantly retreat to, when pressed : and

without them you cannot advance one considerable step towards

what you aim at, with all your pretended proofs from Scripturt

or antiquity.

QUERY XXXI.

JVhether any thing less than clear and evident demonstration, on

the side ofArianism, ought to move a wise and good man, againd

so great appearances of truth on the side of orthodoxy, from

Scripture, reason, and antiquity ; and whether we may not wait

long before wefind such demonstration ?

WHAT the Modest Pleader here pretends against the charge

of Arianism has been abundantly answered more than once1.

And as to his cavil against charging consequences in this case, 1

have distinctly considered it elsewhere'.

Among all the charges I made, you will hardly meet with any

such general charge as is here brought against me, of " subvert-

" ing all science, and all religion," without shewing how or why.

When I make a charge, I signify upon what I found it, and give

you the liberty of defending yourselves if you can. This other

method of general scandal, thrown out in such a way as to bar a

man the privilege of self-defence, is of all the most ungenerous,

mean, and detestable. All I shall say to it is this ; that I have

demonstration before me, that if the man had had any thing he

could have mentioned without exposing himself, he would certainly

have produced it at full length : and therefore, I presume, his

general charge about nobody knows what, may reasonably pass

for a bounce extraordinary, words and no more.

After a deal of trifling repetition, you are at length pleased to

ease your reader and me ; leaving me some words of my own,

which stand better in their place. You do well to return me

back the good advice I gave you, which you had made no use of.

As to the honest reader, I desire him to take notice, that every

thing material in this Query is entirely dropped : no demonstral'm

given of the new scheme, nor so much as pretended ; no answer

to five particulars which required satisfaction. As you begin, so

h In my Defence, and in this Se- Subscription, vol. ii. pp. 663, 664, 694.

cond Defence, and particularly in my 695.

Supplement to the Case of Arian 1 Supplement, vol. ii. p. 664, 4c.
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you end, with evasions and subterfuges, shiftings and disguises ;

perpetually running off from the true point in question, and

wrapping yourself up in clouds and darkness ; studying and

contriving all possible ways to perplex rather than instruct, and

fearing nothing so much as to have the issue of the cause put

upon a clear foot, or left to a fair hearing. It might reasonably

have been expected, while you write under cover, that you would

have taken quite another method : and give me leave to judge

so justly, or at least so kindly of you, as to believe you would

have done it, had you been left entirely to your own counsels.

I am not such a stranger to you, or so unacquainted with your

style, your manner, your diction, (in many private papers, as you

well know, besides what you have published,) as not to perceive,

that many things, which I have here answered as yours, yet

never came from your pen. I cannot indeed critically distinguish

in all cases, where you begin to speak, or where you end : but,

in the general, where there is any thing that looks of a more in

genuous strain, and is most like what one would expect from a

plain, honest man ; that I conceive certainly to be all your own.

Indeed, you have interpretatively made the whole yours, by

lending your name, I should rather say your person, to it : for

you are personated all the way through. You will therefore the

more easily excuse me for directing myself generally to you,

even in those parts where I am sensible I have had to do with

another man.

One thing I complain of, and that is of the disingenuous use

every where made of writing under concealment, and without a

name. I should have had a great deal less trouble in examining

the Reply, had it been to be owned by any man of character,

and his name set to it. He would have written, very probably,

with more care, had his reputation been staked upon it ; he

would have cut offmany impertinences, would not have attempted

to put so many gross and palpable abuses upon the readers, nor

have undertaken to defend what was at first sight plainly inde

fensible. He would have selected such things, and such only, as

might bear some colour at least, and appear of real weight : such,

in a word, as might become a scholar, a man of sense, and a man

of probity, to urge, and nothing more. And then I am sure,

that both the Reply itself, and my labour in examining it, would

have been very much shortened : and our readers would have

been more agreeably and more usefully entertained.

I shall conclude with observing, how easy a thing it may be
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to reduce this controversy into a small compass ; if men would

but come sincerely to it, and keep close to the principal points

in question. The most convenient method, and most natural

order of inquiry, would, I conceive, be this following one :

I. What the doctrine to be examined is.

II. Whether it be possible ?

III. Whether it be true ?

I.

The first question is, w/iat the doctrine is ; which lies in these

particulars :

1. That the Father is God, (in the strict sense of necessarily

existing, as opposed to precarious existence,) and the Son God,

and the Holy Ghost God, in the same sense of the word God.

2. That the Father is not the Son, nor the Son the Father,

nor the Holy Ghost either Father or Son : they are distinct, so

that one is not the other ; that is, as we now term it, they are

three distinct Persons, and two of them eternally referred up to

one.

3. These three, however distinct enough to be three Persons,

are yet united enough to be one God.

II.

The second question is, whether the doctrine be possible ? All

that relates to this question is resolvable into three other

questions :

1 . Whether there can be three Persons necessarily existing ?

2. Whether three such Persons can be one God, in the nature

of the thing itself, or upon the foot of mere natural reason I

3. Whether they can be one God, consistently with any data

in Scripture, any thing plainly laid down in sacred writ ; as.

suppose, subordination, mission, generation ?

If any one of these questions can be determined in the negative

witli sufficient certainty, then the doctrine, as here stated, is not

possible : but if none of these questions can be with any certainty

determined in the negative, the doctrine then must be allowed

to be possible.

1. The first question cannot be determined in the negative;

for, after frequent trials so to determine it, no one has been yet

found able to do it : all the pretended proof's of it are sophistical;

they may be, they have been, shewn to be so.

2. As to the second question, no one has hitherto been able to

determine it in the negative; though often attempted. And
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there is this reason to be given why it never can bo done ; that

no certain principle of individuation ever has or can be fixed :

upon which alone the resolution of that question, on the foot of

mere natural reason, entirely depends.

3. As to the third question, there is no determining it in the

negative ; because it is certain that subordination or mission may

be consistent with equality of nature; as is seen even in men.

And if it be pleaded, that such subordination is not consistent

with the unity, (though it might with the equality,) our ideas of

the unity are too imperfect to reason solidly upon : nor can any

man prove that every kind of unity must be either too close to

admit of any subordination, or else too loose to make the Persons

one God. Ilow shall it be shewn, that the distinction may not

be great enough to answer the subordination, &c. and yet the

union close enough to make the Persons one God ? Our faculties

are not sufficient for these things. If eternal generation be ob

jected to as a thing impossible, the objectors should shew that

there cannot be any eternal reference or relation of one to the

other, as head, fountain, or centre : which is the sum of what

eternal generation amounts to ; and which (though often at

tempted) could never yet be proved to carry any thing contra

dictory in it. Not to mention that could it be really proved to

be absurd or contradictory, yet the main doctrine might possibly

stand independent of it ; among such at least as scruple not to

throw off the ancients, and confine the dispute to Scripture alone :

which is not so clear or full for the eternal generation, as it is

for the eternal existence of the Son. Upon the whole, since the

doctrine can never be proved to be impossible ; it must be allowed

to be possible: and now,

III.

The third and last question is, whether the doctrine be true ?

For the resolving of which, we must have recourse to Scripture

and antiquity. Whoever undertakes to debate this question

should forbear every topic drawn from the nature of the thing ;

because such arguments belong only to the other question,

whether the doctrine be possible : and, in all reason, the possibility

should be presupposed in all our disputes from Scripture or

Fathers.

By what I have here observed, it appears that the controversy

of the Trinity may be easily brought to a short issue, and be com

prised in two sheets of paper. The strength of the adversaries
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most certainly lies in the question of the possibility : and if they

have any thing considerable to urge, it may be despatched in a

very few words ; one demonstration (if any one can be found)

being as good as a hundred.

If none can be found, I doubt not but all reasonable men will

immediately give up the point in respect of Scripture and an

tiquity ; which have been so often and so unanswerably proved

to be on our side.

My hearty concern for truth, on whatever side it may be con

ceived to lie, and my desire to submit every doctrine (not ex

cepting even those which we call fundamental) to a free and fair

trial, makes me willing to offer those hints ; which may be useful

to our adversaries, if there be any real strength in the cause

they have undertaken. I am not afraid of pointing out to them

the shortest and readiest way of confuting us, if there be any

way of doing it. Let them try the strength of their philosophy,

or metaphysics, when they please : I desire only to have the

cause put upon clear and solid reasoning, upon firm principles

pursued by regular and just inferences or deductions. And let

the world see whether any modern improvements in philosophy,

logic, or metaphysics, can raise Arianism up, in these latter days,

which never could be supported, formerly, by all that human wit

and learning could invent or contrive for it.



ANSWER

TO

THE POSTSCRIPT.

You conclude with a Postscript relating to Dr. Calamy :

whom you first reproach very roundly, as one that has been

throughout misled, by trusting to my citations and comments.

You ought to beg his pardon for this unrighteous report ; which

was not made in the fear of God, nor under a sense of the com

mon obligations of humanity or justice towards man. If I should

report that you had been frequently (I do not say throughout)

misled by Dr. Clarke's citations and comments, I should say no

more than I have given abundant proof of : but what proof have

you given that Dr. Calamy has been throughout misled by mine ?

I know not whether you will be able to give a single example of

it. However it had been but just, rather to have said that he

had been misled by trusting to his own judgment, concurring

with mine. For it is plain enough that the Doctor has ex

amined for himself: and if he has fallen, in a great measure, into

the same way of thinking with me, it is not as trusting to my

citations or comments, but as approving the grounds upon which

they stand. You had the less reason to reproach him as having

been throughout misled by me, when the main design of your Post

script is to intimate to the world that he differs from me in one

part of his scheme, which you think very considerable : an argu

ment, sure, that he did not take things upon trust from others ;

but considered and examined carefully, before he gave into

them.

The second citation which you produce from him, to intimate

to me (as you pretend) the consequence of my notion, relates not

to my notion ; nor was it written with any such view, but with

regard to quite another notion^. The unaccountable part you

have here acted, in citing it, and tacking it most unrighteously

to the former, must make your very friends blush for you, or

stand astonished at you. Whether it was done with design, or

was purely blunder, the author of the Postscript (for I would

a See Dr. Calamy's Sermons, p. 345.
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gladly hope it was not you) best knows. Suppose it owing to

haste and carelessness ; yet even want of care, in charges of this

kind, will be apt to cast some blemish upon a writer's honesty or

probity.

I lay hold on this opportunity of thanking Dr. Calamy for his

learned and useful labours in defence of our common faith : and

it is with pleasure I take notice of the seasonable stand which he

and many others (the most eminent and most considerable men

of the Dissenting way) have made, in opposition to the threat

ening defection, and to preserve their flocks in time of danger.

If he has any where differed from me, in less material points,

holding the foundation sure, the doctrine of a real and coequal

Trinity ; he is at liberty to follow his own judgment, and to de

fend the main articles in such a way as appears to him most

reasonable, and freest from embarrassments. I will first

suppose that he really differs from me in the point of subordi

nation, (though, I conceive, he does not,) yet what advantage

do you propose to reap from it, that you should now so plume

yourself upon it ? Do not deceive yourself in this matter : if Dr.

Calamy has made any concession of this kind, beyond what I

have thought proper to do, he will still be able to maintain his

ground against Dr. Clarke and his adherents, both from Scrip

ture and antiquity. As to Scripture, allowing any natural subor

dination of Christ, as God, to be inconsistent with his essential

Divinity ; the question then will be, whether your proofs of any

such natural subordination (distinguished from economical) are

plainer, stronger, or fuller than the proofs of the essential Di

vinity. Here, I conceive, he will have the advantage very evi

dently, both in the number and the strength of his proofs. Your

pretended voluntary generation he will reject as an unscriptwvl

dream of human invention : your Scripture proofs of the neces

sary existence of the Father will stand upon no better a foot than

his Scripture proofs of the necessary existence of the Son. Your

pretences from the prepositions of, by, through, or in, he will re

solve into economical order : and you will not be able to prove

from i Cor. viii. 6. that God the Son is included in the all things

which are of the Father. Metaphysics you will be ashamed to

offer, having so often pretended to condemn them in us. All

your little quibbles about derived and underived, about cause and

effect, about acts of the will, about identical substance, identical

lives, and the like, will drop at once. In short, when antiquity

is set aside, you will find it extremely difficult to make it appear
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that the Scripture account of subordination necessarily infers any

natural subordination, or may not possibly be understood of

economical only ; as some writers of note seem to have under

stood, as high as the sixth century b, if not higher.

As to antiquity, you will be able to prove a natural subordi

nation, very plainly, from the earliest Fathers: but not more

plainly than Dr. Calamy will be able to prove the consubstan-

tiality, coeternity, omnipresence, omniscience, and other Divine

attributes of God the Son : not more plainly than he will prove

from the ancients, that the Father and Son are one God, (one

God most high,) that creature worship is idolatry, that no inferior

God must be admitted, and the like. The question then will be,

(since the ancients, upon the present hypothesis, must be said to

have contradicted themselves and each other,) I say, the ques

tion will be, whether you have more and stronger testimonies for

one part of the contradiction, than the Doctor will have for the

other part. Here again he will manifestly have the advantage

over you, in the number and strength of his testimonies : and he

may justly plead, either to have the evidence of antiquity set

aside as null; or that the many tenets, wherein the Fathers

agree with his scheme, be admitted as more considerable than

the fete tenets wherein they agree with you. Thus, so far as I

apprehend, you and your friends will be really no gainers by Dr.

Calamy's concessions ; or by throwing off the subordination, as

impossible and contradictory on both sides.

Nevertheless, I am fully and unalterably persuaded, that

the true and right way is, to admit the subordination, and to

assert the essential Divinity of all the three Persons together

with it. Both parts appear to be founded in Scripture, and

were undoubtedly believed by the ancients in general : and there

is no repugnancy between them, more than what lies in mistaken

fancy or imagination. I know not whether Dr. Calamy might

not pay too great a regard to Dr. Clarke's partial representation

of this matter; and so take Bp. Pearson's and Bp. Bull's

sentiments something otherwise than they intended them. I

observe, that he admits c eternal generation, necessary emanation,

and natural order ; which is, in other words, admitting all that

is intended by priority of order or subordination. The Son pro

ceedsfrom the Father ; the Fatherfrom none : this is the differ

ence of natural order which the ancients, and after them those

two excellent moderns speak of ; viz. that the Son is referred

b SeeJobmsapudPhotiumCod.ccxxii. p.624,625. c Sermons, p. 20,49,263.
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up to the Father as up to a Head or Fountain, and not nice versa.

This reference or relation of the Son to the Father, we call

subordination : and this is all that is natural, the rest is econo

mical. If Dr. Clarke has represented subordination otherwise,

pretending Bp. Pearson's or Bp. Bull's authority for it, he has

done unfairly : and perhaps Dr. Calamy intended no more than

to condemn the notion so represented11. Which is not con

demning either Bp. Pearson's, or Bp. Bull's, or my doctrine ;

but something else which others have invented for us.

I know not indeed whether you will allow me to put myself

in; because I am represented as teaching a real coordination,

and a verbal subordination only. But I am very certain that

the same objection, or rather cavil, lies equally against Bp.

Pearson or Bp. Bull ; and you are very sensible of it : only

you are disposed to serve a turn by making some use of those

great names. They both asserted a coequality, in as full and

strong terms as I any where do : which coequality you are

pleased to miscall, in me, coordination; assuming a strange

liberty of altering the sense of words, and affecting to speak a

new language, to make way for a new faith.

To conclude ; if Dr. Calamy and I really differ, (as I think

we do not,) we agree however in the main points, and much

better than our late revivers of Arianism agree among them

selves. And I doubt not but that by the united labours of the

true friends of our common faith, (with God's blessing upon

them,) the vain attempts of our new Arians and Eunomians

will be defeated and baffled, (as were formerly those of their

predecessors,) and that the Catholic doctrine of the ever blessed

Trinity, that sacred depositum of the Church of Christ, will be

preserved whole and entire, and handed down, as to us, so to

our latest posterity, through all generations.

d " Whosoever will be at the pains " evidently perceive that these are ail

" to compare the several passages " placed in quite another light than in

" cited hy Dr. Clarke, as they stand " the book referred to : that some are

" in the places whence they are taken, " directly contrary to the author's

" with other clear and express pas- " rrue meaning, and to his design in

" sages of our learned author, ( Bishop " writing ; and most of the rest incon-

" Bull,) and with the whole scope and " sistent, at least, with the same, as

" purport of his reasonings for the " the Doctor very well knew. " Nel-

" truth of the Nicene doctrine, must son's Life of Bull, p. 326, 327.

END OF VOL. II.
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