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ErHES. V. 14

duake thou that [leepeft, and arife from
the Dead, and Chrift [ball give thee
Light.

IN difourfing on thefe Words I fhall, with the Help
of Gop,

Firfl, Defcribe the Sleepers towhom they are fpoken.

Secondly, Inforce the Exhortation, Aacake thou that
fupefl, and arife from the Dead. And, !

Thirdly, Explain the Promife made to futh as do a-
wake and arife, Chrift fball give thee Light.

L) 1. And firft, as to the Sleepers here fpoken to.

- By Sleep is fignified the Natural State of Man: That
deep Sleep of the Soul into which the Sin of Adam hath
el all who fpring from his Loins; that Supinencs,
Indolence, and Stupidity, that Infenfibility of its real
Condition, wherein every Man comes into the World,
and continues till the Voice of Gop awakes hiim’

2. Now they that fleep, flecp in the Night. 'The State
of Nature is a State of utter Darknefs 5 a State wherein
Darknefs covers ihe Earth, and grafs Darknefs the Pesple.
The poor unawaken’d Sinner, how much Krowledge
foever he may have as to other, Things, has no Know-
kige of himfelf: In this refpe®, be dnoaverh nothing.
jtos be onght tohnow. He knows not that he is a fallen
Spirit, whofe only Bufinefs in the prefent World is, to

. teover from his Fall, to regain that Image of Gop

wherein he was created. He fees #s Necoffigy for the

e Thing needful, even that inward univerfal Change,

tat Birth from above (fgured out by Eaptiim) wiich

isthe Beginning of that total Renovation, that San&ii-
fration of Spirit, Soul and Body, wwithout awbich no Man

l ball fee the Lord.

3. Full of all Difeafes as he is, he fancies himfe'f in

* pie@ Health: Faft bound in Mifery ard lvon, he
Az dienms
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Adreams that he is happy, and at Liberty. He fays, Peace,

Peace, while the: Devil, as a jirong Man armed, is in-
full Pofleflion of his Soul. He fleeps on #ill, and takes

his Reft, tho’ Hell is moved from bencath to meet him;
the’ the Pit, from whence there is no Return, hath o-

pened its Mouth to fwallow him up: A Fire is kindled

around him, yet he knoweth it not; yea it burns him,

yet he lays it not to Heart.

" 4. By one who fleeps we are therefore to underftand

(and wou’d to Gop we might all underftand it !) A Sin-

ner fatisfied in his Sins; contented to remain in his fal-
{en State, to live and die without the Image of Gopz
One who is ignorant both of his Difeafe, and of the
only Remedy for it: One who never was warned, or
never regarded the warning Voice of Gop to flee from
the Wrath to come: One that never yet faw he was in

Danger of Hell-fire, or cried out in the Earnefinefs of
his Soul, What muft I do to be faved? X

5. If this Sleeper be not Outwardly Vicious, his
Sleep is ufually the deepeft of all: Whether he be of the
Laodicean Spirit, ncither cold nor bot ;5 but a_quiet, ra-
tional, inoffenfive, good-natured Profeflor of the Reli-
gion of his Fathers; or whether he be Zealous and Or-
thodox, and after the maoft firaiteft Se of ouv Religion,
live a Pharifee; thatis, according to the Scriptural Ac-
count, one that jufifies bimfelf; one that labours #2 e~
flablifb bis owwn Righteoufnefs, as the Ground of his Ac-
ceptance with Gop.

6. This is he, who having a Ferm of Godlinefe, de-
nies the Power thereof; yea, and probably revies it,
wherefoever it is found, as mere Extravagance and De-
fufion, Mean while, the wretched Self-deceiver thanks
Gon, that he is not as other Men are; Adulterers, Un-
jufty Extortioners : No, he doth no Wrong to any Man .
He fafls twice in the Week, ufes all the Means of Grace,
is confant at Church and Sacrament; yea, and giwes
Githes of all tkat he has, does all the Good that he can:
Touching the Rightcoufunefs of theLaaw, heisblamelcfs : He
wants nothing of Godlinefs, but the Power; nothing of
Religion, but the Spirit; nothing of Chriftianity, but
he T'ruth and the Life. .

7. But know ye not, that however highly efteemed

’ o among
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among Men, fuch a Chriftian as this may be, he is an
Abomination in the Sight of Gop, and an Heir of e-
very Woe, which the Son of Gop Yefterday, 'l'o day,
and for ever, denounces againft Scribes and Pharifeesy
Hypocrites . He hath wade clean the Outfide of the Cup
and the Platter, but within is full of all Filthinefs.  4x
evil Difeafe cleaveth till unto him, fo that bis inward
Parts are wery Wickednefi. Our Lord fitly compares
him to a painted Sepulchre, which appears beautiful avith-
out; but neverthelefs is yull of dead Mens Bonesy, and of
all Uncleannefs. The Bones indced are no longer dry ;
the Sinewvs and Flefb are come upon them, and the Skin
cwvers them above: But there is no Breath in them; no
Sirit of the living Gop. And iy any Man hawve not
the Spirit of Chrift, beis none of his. Yeare Chriff's, if
Jo be that the Spirit of Gop dwell in you. But if not,
Gop knoweth that ye abide in Death, even until now.
8. This is another Charaéer of the Sleeper here fpo-
‘ken to. He abides in Death, tho’ he knows it not.
He is dead unto Gob, dead in Trefpaffes and Sins. Fory
10 be carnally minded is Death. Even as it is written, &y
one Man Sin entered into the World, and Death by Sin:
Ard fo Death paffed upon all Men, not only temporal
Death, but likewife Spiritual and Eternal. Iz that Day
shat thou eateft (faid Gop to Adam ) Thou fbalt furely dic,:
Not bodily {unlefs as he then became Mortal) but {pi-
ritually : ‘Thou fhalt lofe the Life of thy Soul: Thou
fhalt die to Gop ; fhalt be feparated from Him, thy ef-
.fential Life and Happinefs. ‘
9. Thus firft was diffolved the Vital Union of our
Soul with Gop: Infomuch that i the Midfi of Natural
Lifz, ave are now in Spiritual Dearh. And herein we
remain till the Second 4dam becomes a quickning Spi-
rit to us, till he raifes the Dead, the Dead in Sin, in Plea-
fure, Richesor Honours, But before any dead Soul can
live, he hears (hearkens to) the Poice of the Son of Gop:
He is made fenfible of his loft Eftate, and receives the
Sentence of Death in himfelf. He knows himfelf to
be dead awbile be liveth, dead to Gop and all the
Things of Gop: Having no more Power to perform
the Aé&tions of a living Chriftian, than a dead Body to
perform the Fun&ions of a living Man.
A g 10. And
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10. And moft certain it is, that onedead in Sin, has
not Cenfes exercifed to difcern {piritual Good and Ewil.
Having Eves, be fees nat, be hath Ears and bears not. He
doth not rafte and fee that the Lord is gracious. He hath
not feen Gov at ary Time, nor beard his Voice, nor han-
dled the Word of Life. In vain is the Name of Jefus
lite Qintment pourcd forth, and all bis Garments fmetl
of Myrrh, Aloes and Caffia. 'The Soul that fleepeth in
Death, hath no Perception of any Objeéts of this kind.
His Heart is paft feeling, and underftandeth none of
thefe Things.

11. And hence, having ro fpiritual Senfes, no Inlets
of Spiritual Knowledge, the Natural Man receiveth not
the Things of the Spirit of Gop; niy, he is fo far
from receiving them, that whatfoever is fpiritually dif-
cerned, is mcre Foolifhnefs unto him. He is not con-
tent with being utterly ignorant of Spiritual Things, but
he denies the very Exiftence of them., And Spiritual

Senfation itfelf is to him, the Foolithnefs of Folly. How,

{aith he, can thefe Things be ? How can any Man £now,
that he is alive to Gop ? Even as you know, that your
Body is now alive? Faith is the Life of the Soul: And
if ye have this Life abiding in you, ye want no Marks
to evidence it to yourfelf, but that (‘elenchos pneumatos)
-that divine Confcioufnefs, that Witnefs of Gop, which
‘is more and greater than ten thoufand human Witnefles.
12. If he doth not now b.ar Witnefs with thy Spirit,
that Thou art a Child of Gop, O that he might convince

"I'hee, Thou poor unawakened Sinner, by his Demonftra-

tion and Power, that thou art a Child of the Devil! O
that as I prophefy, there might now be 2 Noife and a
Shkaking, and may the Bones come together, Bonme to bis
Bone. 'T'hen come fiom the feur !Vinds, O Breath, and
breathe on thefe flain, that they may live! And do not
ye harden your Hearts, and refift the Holy Ghoft, who
even now is come to convince you of Sin, becaufe you be-
lieve not on the Name of the anly begotten Son of Gop.

I1) 1. Wherefore, Awvake theu that fleepeft, and
arife from the Dead. Gob calleth Thee now by my
Mouth; and bids Thee know thyfelf, Thou fallen Spi.
rit, thy true State and only Concern below. What mean

o
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¢4 Thou, O Slecper? Ayrife! Call ypon thy Gob, if fo
be thy God «will think upon Thee, that thou peiifh not. A
- mighty Tempeft is ftirred up round about Thee, and
Thou art finking into the Depths of Perdition, tie Gulf
of Gop’s Judgments, If thou would'ft cfcape them,
cat thyfelf into them. Fusge thyfelf, and Thou fhalt
not be judged of the Lord. ) ‘

2. Awake, awake! Stand up this Moment, left Thou
drink at the Lord's Hand the Cup of kis Fury. Stir up
thyfelf to lay hold on t'e Lord), the Lord thy Rightesufucfs,
mighty to fave! Shake thyfelf from the Duff. At leaft,
let the Earthquake of Gop’s Threatnings thake Thee.
Awake and cry out with the trembling Goaler, Whae
muft I doto be [aved? And never reft till Thou belie-
veft on the Lord Jefus, with a Faith which is his Gift,
by the Operation of his Spirit. '

3. If I {peak to any one of you more than to another,
it is to Thee, who thinkeft thyfelf unconcerned jn this
Exhortation. I have a Meffage from Go o unto thee:
In hisName, [ awarnThee to fizc from the I7vath to conie.
Thou unholy Soul, fie thy Picture in. condemn’d Peter,
lying in the dark Dungeon, between the Soldiers, bound
with two Chains, the Keepers before the Door kecping
the Prifon. The Night is far fpent, the Morning is at
hand, when thou art to be brought forth to Exccution.
And in thefe dreadful Circumitances, Thou art fait
afeep ; Thou art faft aflcep in the Devil's Arms, on the
Brink of the Pit; in the Jaws of everlafting Defiruttion, -

4. O may the Angel of the Lord come upon thee, and. -
the Light fhine into thy Prifon ! And mayft Thou feel the
Stroke of an Almighty Hand, raifing Thee with .4i/2
up quickly, gird thyfelf and bind on 1y Sandali, caft thp
Garment about thee, and follsww me:

5. Awake, Thou everlafting Spivit,.out of thy Dream
of ‘worldiy Happines. , Did not. Gop create thee for
h}{n[elf ? Ther, thou can'ft.not reft; 1! thou reiett in
Him. Return thou Wanderer:. Fly back to thy Ark.
This 75 7t ty Home. T'hink not of building Tabernacles
htrc.v Thou art but a Stranger, a Sojourncr upar Earth’s
A Creature of a Day, but juit launching out into an Un-

changeable State. ‘Make hafte, Eteraity is at hand:
S ‘ Eternity

N
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Eternity depends on this Moment, An Eternity of Hap-
pinefs, or an Eternity of Mifery!

6. In what State is thy Soul? Was Gop, while I
am yet fpeaking, to require it of Thee, art Thou ready
to meet Death and Judgment? Canft Thou ftand in his
Sight, avbo is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ? Art
‘Thou meet to be Partaker of the Inberitance of the Saints
in Light? Haft Thou fought a good Fight and kept the

Faith? Haft Thou fecured rhe one Thing needful? Haft

thou recovered the Image of Gobp, even Righteoufnefs
and true Holinefs 2 Haft Thou put off the Old Man and
put on the New ? Art Thou cloathed upon with Chriff ?

7. Haft Thou Oil in thy Lamp? Grace in thy Heart ?
Dot Thou lewe the Lord thy Gop, with all thy Hearr,
and with all thy Mind, and with all thy Soul, and with
all thy Strength ? Is that Mind in Thee, awhich aas alfp
in Chyiff Fefus? Art Thou a Chriftian indeed ? That
is, a Bew Creature? Are o/d Things paft away, and all
Things become new ?

8. Art Thou Partaker of the Divine Nature ? Know-
&ft Thou not, that Chrift is in Thee, except Thou be repro-
bate ? Knoweft Thou, that Gop davelleth in Thee, and
Theu in G o, by bis Spirit awhich be bath given Thee ?
Knoweft Thou not, that thy Redy is a Temple of the Holy
Ghaft, awhich Thou bafi of Gop ? Haft ‘Thou the Witnefs
in thyfelf? The Earneft of thine Inberitance ? Art Thou
Jealed by that Spirit of Promife, unto the Day of Redemp-
tion ? Haft Thou received the Holy Ghoff — or doft Thou
fart at the Queftion, not knowing whether there be any

. Holy Ghoft?

9. If it offends Thee, be Thou affured, that Thow
neither art a Chriftian, nor defireft to be One. Nay,
thy very Prayer is turned into Sin; and Thou haft fo-
Jemnly mocked Gob this very Day, by praying for #be
Infpiration of his Holy Spirit, when Thou didft not be-
lieve there was any dch Thing to be received ?

10. Yet, on the Authority of Gop’s Word and our
own Church, I muft repeat the Queftion, Haf thou re-
ceived the Holy Ghofi ? 1f Thou haft not, Thou art not
yet a Chriftian: For a Chriftian is a Man, that is azoine-
ed avith the Holy Ghoft, and awith Pocver. ‘Thou art not
yet made a Partaker of pur¢ Religion and undefiled.

Dot
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Doft Thou know, what Religion is? That it is, a Par-
ticipation of the Divine Nawre, the Life of Gop in
the Soul of Man < Chrift in Thee, the Hape of Glorys
Chrift formed in thy Heart by Faith 3 Happinefs and
Holinefs ; Heaven begun upon Earth. 4 Kingdom of
Gop awithin Thee: Not Msat and Drink, no outward
Thing; éut Righteoufuefs and Peace, and Foy in the Holy
Ghyt? An everlafting Kingdom brought into thy Soul,
a Peace of Gob, that paffeth all Underflanding; a Foy
unfpeakable, and full of Glory ?

11. Knoweft Thou, that im Fefus Chrifp, neither Cir<
amcifion availeth anmy thing, nor Uncircumcifion ; but
Faith that worketh by Love ; but-a new Creation ? Seeft
Thou the Neceffity of that Inward Change, that Spiri-
tual Birth, that Life from the Dead? That Holinefs ?
And art Thou thoroughly convinced, that avitbour it,
0 Man fball fee the Lord ? Art Thou labouring after it ?
Giving all Diligence, to make thy Calling and Eleftion
Jure? Working out thy Salvation with Fear and Trem.
bling® Agomizing to emter in at the firait Gate? Art
Thou in earneft about thy Soul? And, canft Thou tell.
the Searcher of Hearts, Thox, O Gob, art the Thing
that ] bong for ! Lord, Thou knoweft all Things! Thou
knoweft that I awowld love Thee!

12. Thou hopeft to be faved —but what Reafon haft
Thou to give of the Hope that is in Thee? Is it becaufe
Thou haft done no Harm? Or, becaufe Thou has done
much Good ? Or, becaufe Thou art not like other Men ;
but Wife, or Learned, or Honeft and morally Good ?
Efteemed of Men, and of a fair Reputation? Alas, all
this will never bring Thee to Gop. It is in his Account
lighter than Vanity. Doft Thou #now Fefus Chript
. § whom be bath fent ? Hath he taught Thee, that by Grace

" aveare faved through Faith? And that, not of ourfelves.

+ Itis the Gift of Gop : Not of Works, left any Man fbould
boaff. Haft Thou received the faithful Saying as the
r  whole Foundation of thy Hope, that Fefus Chrift came
. into the World to fave Sinmers 2 Haft Thou learn’d what
. that meaneth, I came not to call the Righteous, but Sin-
) i ners to Repentance ? 1 am not fent, but 1o the loff Sheep ?
.1 Art Thou (He that heareth, let him underftand!) Loft,
' Dead? Damned aiready ? — Doft Thou know thy De-

T ferts?
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ferts: Doft Thou feel thy Wants? Art Thou poor i
Spirit 2 Mourning for God, and refufing to be comfort-
ed? Is the Prodigal come to himfelf, and well-content
to be therefore thought befide Limfelf; by thofe who are
ftill feeding upon the Hutks wiiuch he hath left? Art
Thou willing tqQ liwe Godly in Chrift Fefus ? And doft

"Thou therefore fuferPer fecution ? Do Men fay all manncr

of Evil againft Thee falfely, for the Son of tan's Sake ?

13. O, that in all thefe Queftions ye may hear the
Voice that wakes the Dead, and feel that Hammer
of the Word, which & mla‘l) the Rock in Pieces! !— IF
ye aill bear bis Veice To-diy, avbile it is calld To-day,
bardcn not your Hearts. Now, awake thou that Sleepeyt
in Spiritual Death, that thou flecp not ineDeath Eter--
nal ! ’ Feel thy lo& Eftate, and arife fiom the Dead.
Leave thine old Companions in Sin and Death. Follow.
Thou Jefus, and let the Dcad bury their Dead.  Save
thyfelf from this untoward Gencration. Come,out from
among them, and be thou fiparate, and tiuch not the un-
clean T/ng, and the Lord fhall reccive Thee, sz/l

all givve thee Light.

III) 1 This Promife I come, laftly, to e}qslam
And how encouraging a Confideration is This, that
whofoever thou art who obeyeft his Cail, Thou' canft
not feek his Face in vain. 1f thou even now awalke/?
and arifift from the Dead, he hath bound himfelf to-
give thee Light.  The Lord fpall give Thee Grace and
Glorys the Light of his Grace here, and the Light of
his Glory, when Thou receiveft the G thar ﬁzr’nb
not away. 'Thy Light thall break forth as the Morning,
and thy Darknefs be as the Noon Day. Goo avko com-

. manded the Lig/:t to fhine ovt of Dar:(‘f;(/:‘,_ thall fhine i
thy Heart 5 to give the Kiowledge of the Glory qf Gob.
in the Face of Fofus Chriff.  On thon: that fiar the Lord
1hizll the Sun qf Rigp /J.ccu/nrj} arife, awith lhzlrm- i bis
Wings. Andin t/J.At Dey it fhail be f-id st T heey,
Arifey flines, for thy Light is come, and the Glory of the
Lord is rifen upon Thec, For Chrift fhall reveal him{elf

- in Thee. And he is the #wue Lighe.

2. Gop is Light, and will give him{eif to every a-
waken’d Sinner, that waitcth for kim: And thou fhalt
then be a Temple of the living Gop, and Chrift thall

dwell
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dwell in thy Heart by Faith: And being rooted and
grounded in Love, thou fbalt be able to comprehend avith
all Saints, what is the Breadth, and Le:gth, ard Depth,
and Heighth of that Love of Chrift which prffeth Knsw-
ledge, that thou mayeft be flled awith all the Fulrefs of
Gon. :

3. Ye fee your Calling, Brethren. We arecall’'d to
be an Habitation of Gobp thro® his Spirit : And through
his Spirit dwelling in us, to be Saints here, and Parta-
kers of the Inberitance of the Saints in Light. So excecding -
great are the Promifes awhich are gicen unto us, alually
given unto us who believe. For by Faith ave reccive,
not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit avhkich is Gop
the Sum of all the Promifes, that ave may knoav the
Things that are freely given to us of Gob.

4. The Spirit of Chrift is that great Gift of Gonp,
which at fundry Times, and in divers Manners he hath
promifed to Man, and hath fully beftowed fince the
Time that Chrift was glorified. Thofe Promifes before
made to the Fathers, he hath thus fulfilled : 7 awi// put
mySpirit aithin you, and caufe you to avalk in my Statutes™.
Tawill pour Water upon bim that is thirfly, and Floods
wpon the dry Ground : I awill pour my Spirit upon thy Seed,
and my Bleffing upon thine Offfpring +. .

5. Ye may all be living Witnefles of thefe Things:
Of Remiffion of Sins, and the Gift of the Holy Ghott.
If Thou canft beliewe, all Things are poffible to him that
believeth. . Who among you is there, that fearcth tle
Lord, and yetavalketh on in Darknefs, and bathno Light 2 .
I ask Thee in the Name of Jefus, belicveft thou that
bis drm is not fbortned at all? “That he is ftill mghty to
fave? 'That he is the fame Yefterday, To-day, and fur
ever? That he hath ncav Power, on Earth, to forgive
Sins? Som, be of good Chear, thy Sins are forgiven.
Gop for Chrift's Sake hath forgiven Thee. ~Receive
this, not .as the Word of Man, but as it is indecd, the
Word of Gop ; and Thou art jufified freely through
Faith. Thou fhalt be fan&ified alfo through Faith
which is in Jefus, and fhalt fet to thy Seal, even thine,

. that Gob hath given unto us erernal Life, and this Life

isin his Son.
: 6. Men
¥ Ezck, xxavi. 27,  MWatahxliv;gs . N
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6. Men and Brethren, let me freely fpeak unto you :
And fuffer ye the Word of Exhortation, even from one,
the leaft efteem’d in the Church. Your Confcience
beareth you witnefs in the Holy Ghoft, that thefe
Things are fo, if fo be ye have tafted that the Lord is
gracious.  This is Eternal Life to know the only true Gob,
and Jefus Chrift awbhom be hath fent. This experimental
Knowledge, and this alone is true Chriftianity. He is
a Chriftian, who hath received the Spirit of Chrift:
Heis not a Chriftian, who hath not received him, Nei-
ther is it poflible to have received him and not know it.
For at that Day* (when he cometh, faith our Lord)
ye foall kuow that 1 am in my Father. and you in me, .
and I in you. 'This is that Spirit of Truth, avhem the
World cannot receiwe, becaufe it jeeth him not, neither
knoweth him. But ye know bim :  For be dwelleth awith
youy and fhall be in you.

"~ 7. The World cannot receive him, but utterly re-
je& the Promife of the Father, contradifting and bla{~
pheming. But every Spirit which confefleth not this, is
not of Goo. Yea, this is that Spirit of Antichrift,
ahereof ye have heard, that it fhould come into the
World, and even now it is in the World. He is Antichrift

‘whofoever denies the Infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, or -

that the Indwelling Spirit of God is the common Pri-
'vilege of all Believers, the Blefsing of the Gefpel, the
unfpeakable Gift, the univerfal Promife, the Criterion
of a real Chriftian.

8. It nothing helps them to fay, « We do not deny
¢ the Affifiance of Gop’s Spirit ; but only this /ufpiratiosn,
¢ this receiving the Holy Ghoff, and being fenfible of it.
¢ It is only this fec/ing of the Spirit, this being mawved by
< the Spirit, or_f//ed with it, which we deny to have any
< Place in Sound Religion.”* But in only demying tkis,

'you deny the whole Scriptures, the whole Truth and E

“Propife and Teftimony, of Gobo. -
9. Our own excellent Church knows nothing of this

devilith Diffinction : But fpeaks plainly of ** feeling 2he

Spirit of Chrift 5 of being + moved by the Holy Ghoft, and
knowing and I feeling thereis no othcr Name than that of .
" us,whercby we can receivt Life and Salvation. She .

teaches

Al

3

= % Johnxiv. 20, ** Art v7. { Office of confecrating Priefbs,

g Vifitation of t’QSick.
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téaches us all to pray for the || Jufpiration of the Holy
Spirit, yea, that we may be filled with the Holy Ghoft §.
Nay, and every Prefbyter of hers, profefles to receiwve the
Holy Ghoft by the Impofition of Hands. 'Therefore, to
deny any of thefe, is, in effect, to renounce the Church
of England, as well as the whole Chriftian Revelation.
10, But the Wifdsm of Gobp was always Foolifbnefs awith
Men. . No marvel then, that the great Myftery of the
Gofpel, fhould be now alfo bid from the Wife and Pru-
dent, as well as in the Days of Old: That it fhould be
almoft univerfally denied, rediculed, and exploded as
mere Frenzy : And that all who dare avow it ftill, are
branded with the Names of Madmen and Enthufiafts.
This is that Falling away which was to come: That
general Apoinfy, of all Orders and Degrees of Men,
which we even now find to have overfpread the Earth.
Run to and fro in the Streets of Jerufalem, and fee if ye
can find @ Mar ; a Man that loveth the Lord his Gop
with all his Heart, and ferveth him with all his
Strength. How does our own Land mourn (that we
Jook no farther) nunder the Overflowings of Ungodlinefs ?
What Villanies of every kind are committed Day by
- Day; yea, too often with Impunity, by thofe who fin
avith a high Hand, and glory in their Shame ? Who can
teckon up the Oaths, Curfes, Prophanenefs, Blafphemies,
the Lying, Slandering, Evil-fpeaking, the Sabbath-
breaking, Gluttony, Drunkennefs, Revenge, the Whore-
doms, Adulteries, and various Uncleannefs, the Frauds,
, Injuftice, Opprefsion, Extortion, which overfpead our
Land as a Flood ? -

11. And even among thofe who have kept themfelves
pure from thefe groflfer Abominations; how much An-
ger and Pride, how much Sloth ard Idlenefs, how much

. Softnefs and Effeminacy, how much' Luxury and Self-
Indulgence, how much Covetoufnefs and Ambition,
how much Thirf of Praife, hew much Love of the
World, how much Fear of Man, is to be found ?} Mean
while, how little of true Religion? For where is he that
loveth ecither Gop or his Neighbour, as he hath given

* nsCommzndment: On the one hand are thofe, who have
not

I Colle@t beere the Holy Commuaion, § Colle@ for St
Stephen’s Day,
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not {o much as the Form of Godlinefs: On the other,
thofe who have the Form only ; there ftands the Open,
there the Painted Sepulchre.  So that in very Deed, who-
foever were earneftly to behold any public gathering to-
gether of the People, (I fear thofe in our Churches are
not to be excepted) might eafily perceive, that the one
Part avere Sadducecs, and the other Pharifecs: The one
having almoft as little Concern about Religion, as if
there were #o Refurrefion, ncither Angel nor Spirit ; and
the other making it a mere lifelefs Form, a dull Round
of external Performances, without either true Faith, or
the Love of Gop, or Joy in the Holy Ghott.

12, Would to G op I could except us of this Place.
Brcthren, my Heart’s Defive, and Praycr to Gop for you
is, That ye may be faved from this overflowing of Un-

dlinefs, and that here may its proud Waves be
ftay’d! Butis it fo indeed ?- Gop knoweth, yea, and our
own Confcience, it is not. Ye have not kept your-
felves pure. Corrupt are we alfo and abominable ; and
few are there that underftand any more, few that wor-
thip Gop in Spirit and in Trath.  We too are 2 Genera-
tion that fet wot our Hearts aright, and avhofe Stirit
clecveth not fledfuftly unto Gob. He hath appointed us
indeed to be the Salt of the Earth. But if the Salt have
loft its Savour, it is thenciferth good for rothing, but to be
coff cut, and to be troden under Foot of Men.

" 13. And pall I not wifit for thife Things, [eith the
Lord # Shall not my Soul be avenged on fuch a Naticn as
this 2 Yea, we know not how {oon he may fay to the
Sword, Saverd go through this Land! He hath given us
long Space to repent. He lets us alone this Year alfo :
But he warns and awakens us as by Thunder. His Judg-
ments are abroad in the Earth. And we have all Reafon

to expet that Heavielt of All, even that be frould corne-

unto us quickly, and remoe our Candleftick out of its Place,
except we rcpent and do the firft Works : Unlefs we return
to the Principles of the Reformation, the Truth and
Simplicity of the Gofpcl. Perhaps we are now refifting
the laft Effort of Divine Grace to fave us. Perhaps we
Lave well nigh filled up the Meofure of our Iniquities, by
rciefting the Counfel of Gop againft ourfelves, and caft-
ing cut kis Meflengers,

. 14. O
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4. O Gov, in the midft of Wrath remember Merey !
Be glorified in our Reformation, not in our Deftruétion.
Letus bear the Rod and him that appointed it. Now that
thy Judgments are abroad in the Earth, let the Inbabitants
of the World learn Righteoufnefs. S

15. My Brethren, it is highTime for us-to awake out
of Sfeep; before the great Trumpet of the Lord be blowwn,
and our Land become a Field of Blood. O may we
fpeedily fee the Things that make for our Peace, befere
they are hid from our Eyes ! Turn thou us, O good Lord,
and let thine Anger ceafe from us. O Lord, look down
[from Heaven, bebold and wifit this Vine 5 and caufe usto
know the T'ime of our Vifitation. Help us, O Gop-of
our Salvation for the Glory of thy Name; O deliver us,
and be merciful to our Sins, for thy Names Sake. And fo
will we not go back from Thee : O let us live, and we

Jeall call upon thy Name.. Turn us again, O Lord God of
Hofts, fheav the Light of thy €ountenance, and e fpall be
whole.

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly a-
bove all ave can ask or think, according to the Power that
worketh in us, unto him be Glory in the Church by Cheift
Jefus throughout all Ages; World without End.  Amen,

whale okl LR L
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