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FOUNDRY BUDGET

REVEREND GENTLEMEN,

NY apolog * for your having freely ani- -
madverte on Elifha Coles’s Pra&ical Trea-
tife on God’s Sovereignty, fcems to have been
entirely needlefs on your part, as it has been the
wonder of fenfible thinking people, time out of
mind, that a book fo calculated to abafe the pride
of man, and exalt the Redeemer’s perfon and
grace, fhould have been {uffered to circulate in
the Chriftian world, near the fpace of an hun-
dred years, without any atfempt made by the
felf-fufficient children of pride, votaries for Free
Will, to ftifle its influence {o detrimental to their
Caufc' efpecially as we have now, and have
had for fome years back, fo many Popifh emiffa-
ries amongft us, in one difguife of other, as is
very apparent from their do&rine. If a man is
- firmly attached to the Italian {cheme of Univerfal
Redcmptxon and Free Will, it is not poffible in

* Mr. Sellon in his preface to his moft abfurd Treatife f:m
God’s Sovereignty, miakes a long und fenfelefs apology. )
N. B, .This Treatife is fold at Mr. Wefley’s Taberaacle. |
A tpc
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the nature of things, but he muft find himfelf
very fenlibly affected, as you yourfelves are, at
fcecing a book fo dangerous to the interefts of
pride and Rome, to have reached no lefs than
the fourteenth edition *. A circumftance fuffi-
cient ta alarm cvery gentleman on your fide of
the queftion, efpecially when it is confidered, that
by a moderate computation, there may have
been {pread abroad forty-two thoufand cdpxes,
allowing ounly three - thoufand to every im-
preflion.

To thofe that have weak hands, fearful hearts,
and feeble knees, it is a moft acceptable perform-
ance, and for that very reafon, muft needs be
highly offenfive to. people of the oppofite charac-
ter, as the Gofpel.of Life itfelf is, you know,
to one kind of men the Savour of Death unto
Death, even when it is the Savour of Life, and
the Power of God to the {alvation of the loft and
perithing finner. ‘The humbled Publican will
undoubtedly be fatisfied with a free falvation,
merely by fovereign mercy: but fuch a fcheme
will always be a ftumbling block to the re-
fpe@able Pharifee, who can either of himfelf, or by
foreign affiftance, will, and do to his own fatis-
faction. Ihad ccrtamly been on your fide of the
queftion myfelf to this hour, if it had not plea-
fed God to lead me .into myfclf to behold my;
wretched finfulnefs, and incapacity to. do. that

which is good in his fight: but you will forgive
‘me if I fay, that I muft lofe fight of my total de-

pravity, before your reafoning is hkely to have

* any weight at all upon my mind. Neverthelefs,
~ your Treatife will be very likely to produce the

\7* A circumftance obfewed wuh gncf in Mx. Scllons Pre-
f.u, €y Pe Qs
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effes defired among your own people ; as, after
your ufual manner, you will naturally enongh
encourage their perufal of it, and, difcouragr,

blacken, and vilify as much as poﬁiblc, whatever

may happen to be wrote in defence of Elifka

Coles. 'Thofe minifters whofe fingle aim is the

promulgation of truth, and the advancement of

Bible religion, may indeed have no objection to

their people making themfelves acquainted with |
the utmoit ftrength of the enemies arguments ;

but if gentlemen have got any particular human

caufe, efpecxally a caufe that may not be named,

to ferve, it behoves them to do what they can to

ftop the fprings of free inquiry. Forasthe Poplfh

fathers are ufed to fay, ¢ Whilft people are ig-

“ norant, they are devout.” Or, as the Reve-

rend Mr. Wefley, more agreeably to modern

Englith ears, hath ingenioufly rendered it,— .
“ Whiift people are ignorant, they are tractable.”

This is an happy change of the fentence, as by

changing devout into tractable, the fenfe of the

Italian fathers is retained in fuch a manner that

alarms none but the intelligent. By devotion

among the Papifts, nothing more is intended

than an implicit fubmiffion to the diretions of

the priefts; and it will appear upon due inquiry,

that tractablenefs among Mr. Wefley’s people

means exactly the fame.

To be fure, to fome people, it will appear,
as you feem to apprehend in your preface,
fomewhat queer, to write againft a man af-
ter he has been dead near an hundred years.
But let people have thought what they would,
I wonder you fhould have fheltered your{’elves
under Mr- 'I‘oPIady s fhadow whom you have fa

A 2 : , Vely
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very charitably charged with blafphemy *. How-
ever, it docs not appear that there is a perfet
§imilarity, between his having tranflated Zerome
Zanchy, and your having wrote againft the dead
Elifha Coles. DMr. ‘Toplady has raifed Zanchy
from the grave of obfcurity and darknefs; and
brought him forth to the field of ufefulnefs in
the Proteftant- caufe; and whatever thanks he
receives for his labours, from true Britifh Pro-
teftants, it was very natural to expect that every

friend to the church of Rome would take the

alarm, at fecing fuch a formidable enemy to
that Anti-chriftian hierarchy raifed from the

dcad. His tranflation of Zanchy was therefore,

from a rcal friendfhip to his Doétrine, and a

love to the Proteftant caufe. But you have

ranfacked the grave of Elifka Coles to bring him
forth to be convicted of abfurdity, error, and
blafphemy : juft as the worthy do¢tors of Con-
ftance ferved the doétrines of John Wickliffe,
Whether you would ferve Elifha’s bones precifely
in the fame manner as they did his, you your-
felves are the moft competent judges. o

* The worthy gentlemen to whom this letter is addrefled,
did not only perfecute the late Mr. Toplady during his life,
but even befpattered his death-bed with abominable falfehood.
It was given out in moft of Mr. Wefley’s focieties both far and
near, that the worthy man had recanted and difowned the
doftrines " of Sovereign Grace, which obliged him, though

" ftruggling with death, to appear in the pulpit, emaciated as he

was, and openly avow the. doftrines he had preached as the
fole fupport of his departing fpirit. = Wretched mutt that caufe
be, which has need to'be fupPo“ned by fud unmanly fhifts, and
{gek for thelter under fuch difingenuous fubterfuges. “O! Mr.

Wefley, anfwer for this conduct at the bar of the Supreme. -
ourfelf and you fhall not be judged. Dare you alfo to -

udge
erfuad); your followers that Mr. Toplady actually died in de-
Rair ¥ Fie upon fanélified flader! Fie! Fie!

A cer-
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A certain writer tells us that a living dog is
petter than a dead lion, yet I affure you, that I
would much rather encounter two dead lions
than one living dog; and muft, therefore, inftead
of blaming you for writing againft E/ifka Coles,
now reduced to duft, admire your prudence in
pafling by Dr. Giil's writings, and the writings.
of m-ay others who are ftill alive, and boldly
making your attack where there was an appear-
ance of fafety ; I fay prudence, and that too
the refult of much pain, for the Rev, Mr. Wefley
has too fenfibly felt the weight of Dr. Gills#
polemic arm, ever to enter into a fair difpute
with him, till he is fecured in the grave like
Elifha Coles, as is clear from the paul{ry Jefuiti-
‘cal pamphlets by himn difperfed, to fupport his cre-
dit among his own blinded followers.

Iam told that Elifha Coles, your dead antago-
pift, in his lifetime, was a man who made no
profeilion to that perfeftion which Cardinal Bel-
larmine the Fefuit, and other Papifts, as well as
the Rev. Mr. John Wefley, aflert to be attainable
in this life; and therefore I expe&t, that on a
clofe perufal, I fhall find fome words, if not fen-
tences, which may evidently bear the tokens of a
fallible pen, -and which I fhall excufe myfel€
from vindicating. But the docrine’ it{elf which
he aims to eftablifh, fhall be the object of my de-
fence. And I hope to defend trie dotrines of

* Dr. Gill was alivgwhen thisswas written; the author being
revented by a .long ill8fs from profecuting a much larger de-
¥ , is the true reafon why this, and a full defence of that
excellent treatife on God’s Sovereignty by Elitha Coles, has not
before now been prefented to.the world. But now, Gentlemen,
Dr. Gill is dead; I faw him buried, therefore you may freely
write ‘againft him, for he cannot reply, confequently you are
fure of having the ficld to yourfelves.

Sovereign
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Sovercign Grace, without attempting to make
the world bcelieve that Arius, Pelagius, and Ar-
minius died ftri¢t Calvinifts; or that I have the
leaft hope of either Mr. Wefley or Mr. Sellen,
forfaking the doétrine of the church of Rome.
You did well not to quote your authorities, for
Calvin, Uller, Pearce, and Mr. Toplady having
come over to the Univerfal Scheme, and dying
in the belief of Univerfal Redemption; but
{ure it muft be a wretched religion that requires
means f{o ignoble for its fupport. Truth and
uprightnefs alone are requifite to fupport the Pro-
teftant religion. )

As I have taken the liberty to confider the
Piev. Mr. Wefley, and the Rev. Mr. Sellon, in the
fame point of view with the Popifh doftors ; and
as this liberty may, to fome reader who has not
taken equal pains to inform himfelf in the {prings
of their doctrine that I have done, appear to be
harfh and {evere; it may not be amifs for me
here to afflign my reafon for {o doing.

I have thien but one reafon to affign, and that
is, I find a perfect harmony between their
doZirines and the writings of the Popith -authors. .
in every article handled in Coles’s Treatife on
God’s Sovereignty, of which I purpofe giving
numerous inftances in the following letters. And
if T prove that Mr. Wefley’s dodtrine is the

- very fame with that of Rome, I hope that fome

who have talents and opportunity, will inquire
hew near a-kin his pratice- may be to that -of
the hoary high-prieft of the world. -This .re-
markable unity of Mr. Weiley’s and Mr. Sellon’s
doctrine with that of the Papifts, accounts for
the grave of Mr. Coles having been f{o belaboured,
as we find it in the pretended Defence of Ged’s -
Sovereignty. An unity which many have been -

' : aware
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aware of, 4dnd which, from an illjudged tender-
nefs for religion, has hitherto been too much
connived at. But furely the true religion of
Jefus will never fuffer lofs by making Popery
manifeft wherever it exifts. ,
Who they are that confider the reply to Mr.
Harvey’s eleven letters to Mr. Wefley as keen
~and fatirical; I do not know, but their opinton
differs exceedingly from mine, unlefs fophiftry
is underftood for keennefs, and ill-nature for
fatire ; but that in thefe eleven letters Mr. Har-
vey has poured all manner of abufe, as you fay
he has done, on Mr. Wefley, will not be ‘be-
lieved by any who has read them without pre-
judice. If he had fo done, you yourfelves have
deemed fuch an example not unworthy of imita-
tion, as is apparent from your application of the
lines.quoted from Hudibras *.  Surely you are not
fo very fond of your own privileges, Gentlemen,
as to fuppefe that the exclufive right of dxfpenﬁng
raillery and abufe inftead of ‘argument, is only-
with you and your goed friends at Rome. What
harm would there be if a prophet of God {hould
a little taunt the minifters of Baal, and if a Pfo- '
teftant in heart fhould take off the difguife by
which a Papiit may happen to-be covered, feeing
it would certainly be to the advantage of rch-

# That faints may do the famc thing by
The Spirit in f{ncenty,
Which other men are tempted to
And at the Devil’s inftance do—
And yet that thmg that’s pious in
The one, in tother is a fin,

So charitable am I, that I verily bclnevc Butlcrs Hudxbru
is better underftood by Mr. Sellon than the Bible, or any wri-
ting dependent thereupon.

R ‘glon,
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gion, were the ﬂnceps cloathing; tiken off frofit

the back of every ravening twelf who has af=
fumed it.

The rcafon why I addrefs myfelf to Mr. Wef: '

Icy as well as Mr. Sellon, is, becaufe they ftand
in the {fame rclation to each other, that {ubfifted
betwcen Simon and Levi ; the work being fup-
pofed the mutnal production of both their pens 3
and although Mr. Wefley fhould find it conve-
nient to duny his having any hand in the writing
of it, he is well known to be the publither, the
book being fold at the Foundry. Were 1 there-
fore to underftand, and ufc it as Mr. Weﬂcy’s
own performance, I fhould be juftified in fo
doing by the laws of our country, which con-
fider the publifher as ftanding on the author’s
pedeftals. I do not knew but I fhould indeed
have taken Mr. Wefley for the fole authory as
well as feller of this performance, had I not at
firft deemed him more of a gentleman, than to.
defcend to fuch ‘low, vulgar, and illiberal abufe
of the objetts of the author’s refentment, as is
fitted omly for the meridian of Rag-fair, or the
more famous Billing{gate. -But as for craft and
cunning fophiftry, inftead of {ound and fair rea~
foning, I will match the Rev. Mr. John Wefley
againft any man that cver ftained paper with
pollution.” I am thercfore willing to place tb
that gentleman’s account all that wifdom dif-
covered in fhifting off argument, and blunting’
the edge of truth ; and allow the Rev. Mr. Se/~
lon the honour,of all the illiberal and abufive
Janguage ufed in the performance.

The extenfive dominions of the Britifh king,
¢ould produce but few men who would prctend

- to anfwer all that Doltor Gill has written in de~

fence of Predeftination, and the final perfeve-
rance
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rance of the faints, within the fhort extent of a
fingle hymn, befides J. Wefley, A. M. fometime
fellow of Lincoln-college, Oxford. And yet it
pafles among your people as a, full and com-
plete anfwer to the Door’s writings, which
are reprefented to them as dangerous .to perufe.
It was the cuftom of our divines:formerly, when
Popery fpread her fable curtains over all the
nation, to forbid the ufe of the Bible, as well
‘as the. writings .of 7. Wickliffe, and other re-
formers; for the very fame reafon, © 7t was dan-
« gerous to read them.” And without all doubt
the Popifh gentry were in the right, for what-
ever advantage the reader might have obtained
by the perufal of them, they were very dange-
rous to the church, by which the interefts of .
the clergy were then called. Mr. Wefley is-
" equally juftifiable in prohibiting * the ufe of
Calviniftical books among his focieties, fecing,
although the knowledge of error can never affect
the ftability of truth, yet were his people en-
couraged to a freedom. of inquiry, and exhorted
to fearch for themfelves, it might greatly endanger
hisownauthority,and tend to invalidate hishither-
to almoft, if not altogether, infallible ipfe dixit. 1
give it therefore as my cordial advice, that fo
long as Mr. Wefley wifhes to have the, direftion
of his people’s confciences in his own hand, that
he will continue to-ftop up the {prings of inquiry,

* In probibiting, &c, Let every preacher recommend to
every fociety, and that frequently, and earneftly, the reading
th:zoks we have publithed preferable to any other. Min. of
C"ﬁ e 76 .

Rag pazd,v the Scripture with my notes, partly the clofe
Praftical Tyraét which we have publifhed in profe and verfe,
p- 20. : '

B by
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b’y prohibiting the reading of all authors upon,

the fide of Particular Redemption.

I beg, Gentlemen, that you will rightly under-
ftand me here. I do not meap that you fhall in
fo many words exprefsly command them, under
pain of excommunication from your focieties,

not to touch ‘any Calviniftical book, whether -

ancient or modern: no, I affure you I mean no
{uch thing ; for fuch a command might be dange-
rous to your interefts; and havé a tendency to
unmafk your defigns. But there are other me-

thods lefs dangerous and as effe€tual which may

be taken. For inftance, you may, as hereto-
fore, reprefent Goodwin, Owen, Erikine, and all
former Calviniftical (or as Mr. Sellon calls them,
Calvinian writers) as Antinomians; for that is a-
name that will terribly frighten your people, and
effeGtually anfwer your defigns *. And as to
modern writers, you have an expedient ready
at hand: you have nothing to do but this,
when you find yourfelf overmatched in argu-

* This is precifely the method which has been ufed in Mr,
Wefley’s connettion thefe forty years, and it anfvers to ad-

miration, for there is not one of an hundred of his followers, -

who knows what an Antinomianis; wherefore it is generally
underftood to be fome kind of an Hydrean monfter, more to
be guarded againft than even damnation itfelf, as dppears from
the declarations-of fome of their preachers. What would mny

Reader think if he heard a man declare from the pulpit, ¢ Thas -
& be avould rather be in bell with dewvils and damned [pirits, than

¢ in beaven with God, on fuppofition that he is capable of giving
¢ grace to one, and not to another?” Would he not conclude
that hell is not fo dreadful as the doctrine of Predeftinaticn,
which Mr. Wefley calls Antinomianifm, is thought to be?

Left my charging Mr. Wefley’s followers .with ignorance -

fhould be thought too harfh, pleafe to take his own words,
¢¢ Many of our people are as ignorant as: if they had never
¢ heard the Gofpel, they know not whether Chrift be God or-
¢ man  Minutes of Confference, p. 10e =

meat,
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ment, which, alas! frequently happens, you may
reprefent the author as writing in a bad, angry,
and unfanétified {pirit, unbecoming the meeknefs
of a Chriftian; and if you know any foible of his,
it will be much for your. advantage to make it
as public as you can: and furely it can be but a
venial {in, to flander our neighbour in our own
perfonal defence ; and what many people as per-
fe@t as you are, have thought very needful to .
do for the glory of God, and the good of the
caufe. And, befides this, flander will fink twice
as deep from lips fo much’ venerated, as it would
from any pair of lips whatever in lefs eftimation
for fanétity. To read in @ book that comes
abroad wunder the imprimatur of the Principal
of the Foundry, that the Iate amiable and
meek Mr. Harvey, fhould have left the native
fweetnef§ of his difpofition behind him, and
.poured “all manner of abufe, as Mr. Sellon wit-
‘neffeth, upon the Rev. Mr. Wefley, muft no
doubt producc very falutary effe@ts upon your
people, and fix an indelible enmity in them
againft his eleven Letters, as well as his THE-
rov and Aspasio. But why fhould I attempt
to carry coals to Newecaftle, or teach the Rev.
Mr. Wefley how to invalidate the authority of
authors of a different perfuafion, feeing fuch a
length of pratice, muft by this time have brought
him very near to perfection ?

Indeed, I have myfelf, on reading penny replies
to fix or nine fhilling hooks, and full anfwers
that never entered into the controverfy, been.
led to admire the wonderful command, which
you had obtained over your own confcience, ef-
pecially as it proves fuch an heavy clog to fome
people, and _prevents them doing their neigh=
bours that injury to which galled pride might fti-

, B 2 mulate.
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mulate. For my own part, as I have no mercy
to expet at your hands, and never intend to ac-~
cept your offered grace, I fhall even, in a'good-
natured way, fign you a licenfe to reprefent me
as bad as you will, only fubjeting you to one
reftraint.  Now, if this is not generoﬁty, furely,
Gentlemen, you never met with it in all your
peregrinations.

L Then you may call me a Pagan; for fo I
am in your {enfe of Chriftianity, and I am de-
termined never to believe in a Saviour, whofe
blood and righteoufnefs are not fufficient, of
themfelves, to fave thofe for whom they are pro+
vided, without the cocperation of the creature;
a Saviour who is notable to fave to the utter-
moft all that come to God by him.

1I. You may call me Arkeift; for fo I am, ae-
cording to your notions of the Deity, and I am
determined ncver to believe in a God, who can
bave thoughts of love to me for my faith to-day,
and thoughts of hatred to me for my fins to-
morrow. If I cannot find a God, who is of one

mind, and cannot be turned, the  thoughts of,

whofe heart are invariable as his nature, even to

 the lateft generation; I fhall certainly die an in+

corrigible Atheift,

ITI. But you muft not call me a Papifl.; for Iam
determined never to be of that communion
where the {prings of knowlcdgc are fhut up, and
where freedom of inquiry is denied me. No,
I affure you, Gentlemen, I am too proud to fub-
mit to let others think for me, and be bound
implicitly to believe my teachers, whilft I labour
under the conceit of being myfelf poflfefled of an im-
mortal fpirit, capable of reflection ; and which, if
they fhould happenito lead into a dltch ,might ﬁnd it

' . very

\
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very difficult to get out- again without damage:
Ta perfuade me 'that believing as my. teachers
would have me is the true faith of the Gofpel,
or that there is' much advantage arifes from
ignorance, muft be a work of great labour and
time, therefore I will not be a Papift, and of
courfe, Gentlemen, I fhall not choofe to fit under
your miniftrations becaufe of their Italian ex-
traction.

I am very much difpleafed at the Rev. Mr.
Sellon’s having charged the Papifts with being
as red hot Predeftinarians, as he deems Mr. Top-
lady to be, and for proof adducing the doérine
of Auftin, as well as that of Thomas Aquinat.
Before that Auftin is acknowledged to have
been a Papift, it may not be amifs for you, Gen~
tlemen, from your great knowledgc of ecclefiafti-
cal hiftory, to fhow that there a&ually were Pa<
pifts, according to the modern acceptation of that
appellation, as early as the fifth century, other-
wife Auftin’s having been ‘a Predeftinarian will
not prove Mr. Toplady to be a Papift. -But if it
fhould fo happen that Mr. Toplady, Elifha Coles,
&c. are of the fame fentiments with the dofors
in primitive times,- I hope to prove, that you
yourfelves have.the honour of ranking with the
Romifh gentry of a later date, when Popery be-
- came Anti-chriftianifm indeed, I mean with Bel/~
larmine, Hemengius, the Anotators of lemer,
and ke Doway Divines ; and that too, not in any
particular point of dotrine, but in every general
article infifted on by Mr. Elifha Coles ; fo that if
Eliftha Coles, Dr. Gill, Mr.. Harvey, and Mr. _
Toplady felicitate themfelves on the counte-
nance given them by all the reformers, and all
the confeflions of reformed churches every where;

you
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you are no lefs happy in being patronifed by
pames, at this day the moft refpectable in the
annals of Italy. : :

The work indeed is very laborious, and what
perhaps none but myfelf would venture to un-
dertake, and what I fhould not venture upon,

were it not that the ftate of the cafe feems now

to call for every man being claffed with his own
proper company. We fhall therefore, however
Iaborious, bring the matter to a fair iffue, by fee-
ing whether the honour of ranking with Papifts
of refpetable name, is due to yourfelves, or ta
the Predeftinarians, as you are pleafed, in the
depth of your humility, reproachfully to ftile alk
who belicve in falvation by Chrift alone, with~
out any f{piritual cooperation of the creature.

Ong inftance only, I beg leave to trouble yon
with in this letter, in which the moft beauti-
ful harmony between you and the Popith evan-
gelifts {ubfifts relative to the caufe of elettion.
Mr. Sellon gives us a clear and fummary view of
the cafe * in the following words ;|

_ “ Godt

* Sellon againff Coles, p. 41. - )

If 1 had not known the intimate conneftion fubfifting be-
tween the Rev. Mr. Wefley and Mr. Sellon, I fhould bave
thought that the litter had waggifhly and wickedly, not having
the fear of God before his eyes, held up the former on the
thaft of ridicule, to be hiffed at by the many-mouthed multitude,
But feeing I cannot confider it as intended for ridicule, I am
obliged to conclude, that it was the utmoft exertion of grateful
friendfhip, to fet forth the praifes of the man who had faved
him from everlafting perdition, and from the far greater evil of
being carried away by a belief in the doctrine of abfolute Pre~
deftination, . . : -

Let no man account me prophane for afcribing the power of
faving finners to the Rev. Mr. Wefley, feeing, that for fo do-
ing, I have his own authority, Niu of Conf. p. 19. Rule ;?.

, . &
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% God determinesto choofe fize of the fallen rate
% to eternal life. Such was hispleafure. And to
% choofe them upon fuch terms as were agreecable
“ to his holinefs, wifdom, juftice, and mercy in
¥ conjunction. Here is his good pleafure ftill.
“ And thefe terms fhall’ be repentance towards

% God, faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift, and

“ obedience fpringing frqm that faith. Still his
“ good pleafure. And every one that complies
“ with thefe terms fhall have eternal life. This
“ too is his good pleafure ; and to all this there
¢ is nothing cafual, contributory, or motive out
¢ of himfelf. It is all of Free Grace. Well then
“ to go one ftep farther. Jomnw, for inftance (I
¢ fuppofe John Wefley is intended), John will
repent, - belicve, and obey; therefore God
eleCts John to eternal life. Now, although

-~

-

the reafon why he is elected, yet it is no caufe,
(unlefs it be fine. qua;non, which has nothing
¢ to do with efficiency) contribution, or motive

s e asEeq

" @~

ke fays thus to. his Ypreachers, ¢¢ Do not mend your rules but
¢ keep them.——You have nothing to do but to fave fouls.”
Surely it would be abfurd in the higheft degree, to fuppofe that
his preachers, the very underlings among his helpers, cap fave

" fouls, and he himfelf be deftitute of a faving power. Farther,

to convince the Reader that Mr. Welley does not confider him-.
felf in that diminutive light, attend to his modeft directions
givento the faid faving helpers. Min. of Confer. p. z0. Rule xii,
¢t A&t in all things not according to your own will, but as a fon
¢ in the Gofpel. “As fuch it is your part to employ your
¢ time in the manner which wg tﬁ;c& (it-is not as Chrift di~.
¢ ref). Above all, if you labour with us in our Lord’s vine-
¢ yard, it is needful that you fhould do that part of the work
“ which we advife, at thofe times and places which wz judge
“ moft for his glory.” Then follow the direCtions by which
they are to fave fipaers, too large to be inferted here. « of
: g

John’s repentance, - faith, and obedience be

¢ to his eletion upon thofe terms. Thefe aits -
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&« of John did not caufe, did not affift, did not
move God to choofe fome of the fallen race,
nor to choofe them upon certain terms ; nor to
¢« fix thefc terms as they are ; nor.to make com--
plying with thefe terms the condition of his
obtaining eternal life: much lefs was John’s
repentance, faith, and obedience the caufe of
his repenting, believing, and obeying, and -
thereupon of his being chofen to eternal life. -
Hence it is plain, that God may choofe men to
eternal life upon the forefight of their faith
and works, and ftill it fhall be according to his
« own good pleafure, and the whole of man’s
« falvation matter of Free Grace, efpecially as
« God works in him to will and to do.” 7

. This long paragraph which I have induftri-
oufly quoted, is far from being without fome
fymptoms of its being the produétion of a fallible
pen, as want of grammar and fyntax are the
leaft of its blemithes. Before I produce authari-
ties for its leading defign, I fhall beg leave to
offer a thought or two of my own upon it.

I. As God hath fixed certain terms, fuch as
repentance, faith, and obedience as conditions
on which only he will choofe men to falvation
and eternal life, and that every man by fulfilling
thefe conditions or terms may have eternal life ;
you do wrong in talking of his choofing fome
only upon thefe conditions, feeing he eertainly
chofe all if they would but do as John does, by
believing, repenting, and obeying. ‘This brings
to my mind a faymg of the famous Jefuit, Cardi-
nal Bellarmine, in his Treatifc de Gratia, “ On
« God’s bekalf,” fays that learned difputant, « /ike.
“« cfi’dual grace is gzvm &0 a/l men, -but the free:

: . “ wil
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% will of man maketh the difference, whereby be-. | '
“ lieving makes the grace of God more gffectual.” : ‘ o
'Here the Cardinal exprefles your meaning in a b
plain compendious manner, and evidently fhews I
us, that if God has fixed certain conditions, on pog
which alone he will choofe men to eternal life, : {
that.it muft be the free will of man that makes i
the ditference between one and another. So ‘ §’
that, according to Bellarmine, your propofition, _ r
“ That every one who complies with the terms' S
« appointed by Ged, fhall have eternal life,” is . v {i
ftrictly orthodox at Rome *. - ' :

That all the ways of the Moft High muft be ;
agreeable to his wifdom, juftice, holinefs, and o
mercy, is a point incontrovertible, but it is not

2

* God did decree from the begimning, to ele&, or choofe in
Chrift, all that fhould believe in Chrift to falvation ; and this i N
\dccree proceeds from his own goodnefs, and is not built upon ‘ s
any goodnefs in the creature. I think- abfolute and uncondi- " !
tional eletion and reprobation cannot be found in holy writ. .
Wefley's Dialogue betzvecn a Predefiinarian and his Fricad, . i l
Hemengius, one of the moft zealous Popifh writers againft the .
Reformation, hath the following fentence expreflive of the very A
quinteflence of Mr. Wefley’s dotrine, ¢ We do not believe, be- t
 caufc e are forefeen and eledicd, but becaufe ave beliewe ave ‘
¢ uere forcfeen and cleed to life.”  Again, fays the fame wri-
ter, ¢ God hath chofen thofe whom he forefaw would believe.
¢ in Chrift.” o A S
Snecanus, another learned difputant of the Roman: church
againft the Reformation, .fays: ¢¢ If.fo that God preferreth fome .
< becaufe a[ their faith, and rejecteth others becaufe of their un- 4
$¢ belief, there is no unrighteoufnefs with God, becaufe the caufe |
¢ of the difference in God's cletion is apparcat, namely, the re- i
“ @cﬂ to their faith.” :
rom thefe and .many other teftimonies which might be ad- v
duced, it is clear even to a demonttration, that the doéirine !
preached at Rome is identically the fame with that of the ‘
Foundry, and of the-reft of Mr. Wefley's focicties in Great Bri- :
tain and Ireland. : o . o
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fo clear, that to have foundcd the decree of Elee-
tion, upon a foundation fo precarious and un-~
certain, as man’s willing, rcpenting, believing,
and obeyving, would have been fo highly be~
coming unerring Wifdom. For what if none

‘might have proved fo tractable as Fokn did : and

none had repented, believed, and obeyed ? then
all the defigns of mercy might have been fruf-
trated, heaven continued empty, the manfions

of glory untennanted; the whole of Revelation

might have been given in vain, and the blood of
Chrift might have been altogether ufelefs with
refpet to man’s falvation. If all men ftood in
the divine purpofe on a level with 7okn, and
there was a poflibility that Fokn might not have
repented, believed, and obeyed, the fame poffi-
bility of non-comphana: equally affected the
whole, and every individual of the human’race ;
fo that there was a poffibility that not one of
the children of Adam fhould cver finally receive
mercy.

If Fohn*had feen meet, or if he fhould yet fee
meet (for although an old man he is ftill alive)
to forfake his repentance, faith, and obedience,
{o that the Grace of God fhould prove, after al}
his paft goodnefs, to have been given him in
vain, and that although now a perfe& man, the
faid Fohn (Wefley) fhould yet become a caft-
away, and be finally damned ; God’s having cho-
fen him on account of his ﬁuth and works, will
yield him no very comfortable refleftion in the
regions of defpair. And why may not Fo/n *,
: ' : with

® Seme of this Gentleman’s female hearers, have whif-
pered their fufpicions to one another that their venerable

leader is not wholly made up of Spirit, and even have ex-

N prefled
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with all his prefent repentance, faith, and obe-
dience, fall away and perith as well as another ?
Now, if Fohn may fall from Grace ; and if ‘all
men have an equal power with him to ftand or
fall ; to improve, or to negle&t and abufe the
Grace of God, then may all fall ; become caft-
aways, and perifh eternally fo that not one of
the race of mankind, however juftified, fantified,
and perfeted in -love, at fome certain period,
fhould ever hold out to the end and be faved.

Then might the Devil have trinmphed over a
difappointed God ; Chrift might have beheld all the
travail of his {oul in hell, which would have
yielded him but little fatisfattion, and ele&t an-
gels might have fung that mercy, by which all
might have been faved if they would ; but which
indeed has left them all to perith, bccaufe they
would not fulfil its conditions. ,

I fhould rather fuppofe, that it is more bes

coming the perfeCtions of Deity, to eftablifh his
council in fuch a manner as utterly to preclude
any future difappointment. For inftance, when
God proclaims his great name: ¢ The Lord, the
 LordGodmerciful and gracious,” &c.thathe Ihould
have made provifion, that the defigns of his mcrcy

fhould niet be fruftrated byany future intervention

of fin. When he prepared manfions in his heaven-=
ly kingdom, -that he fhould have afcertained their
Ksze{fors, and not have left their occupation, or

nding void, to the unccrtam ghomc of ever-

prefled a fear, left this ho]y man fhould be found on examina~

tion, to have fome appendages of the fleth cleaving to him;

but I hope their fears are groundlefs. That fifter in —————

%ﬂd not blow the head of a party, leaft the party ithelf ﬂ\ou!d
fer,

C 2 - changllng

o e e oo

B

[~ " o

e o T T B e At

"



-y
- Taada -t

[
. T - A . — -,

ar = E TEEN e e

e T PO

[ 2 1]

changing man’; for all are not fo xmmutable as
the Rev. Mr. John Welley.

This rcpentance, faith, and obedience, are
fixed as the terms of Election you tell us; and
yct you immeciately add, that after all there is
nothing cafual, contributory, or motive out of
himfelf (i.e. Ged), it is all of Grace. Why
fhould Meflis. Weiley and Sellon depart fo far
from the rules of common fenfec and grammar,
as to talk of I'ree Grace, when in fa&t nothing

_ but meritorious works are intended. Suppofing

now, Me[fieurs, that we were, for the fake of
argument, to grant, which yet muft not be
allowed as truth, that God fixed thofe general
terms of his hlc&lon, and that there was no mo-
tive out of himfelf to move him to this, what is
that to Fohn or me 2 We are not to ftand or fall
by gcnceral rules, but by particular applications,
or the reverfe. Shall I afk the reverend and
very powerful authers, if* Foki’s repentance was
in God, or in himfelf; if Fv/n believed, or if
God believed for him; if 7okn obeyed, or if
Folu's cbedience was all in God himfelf? For
Wwe are told by the fame dictatorial pen on the
one hand, ¢ That Fohn is chofen. to-eternal lite
¢ upon his repentance, faith, and obedierce ;*
and on the other, we are_ told that “there is no-
¢ thing cafual, contrlbutory, or Il’)DthC (tor
“ Fohn’s election) out of God himfelf. ; It is all
« of Free Grace. And yet God would not have
“ chofen Fokn, if Foin would not have repented,
« believed, and obeyed.” Whether God thewed
more Gxace, or Fohn of a traltable fpirit, may
to fome- appear difficult to determine, but to me
the odds are very much on Foin's fide of the
qucfhon. F01 it is beyond a doubt, that God’s
) .ot election
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cle&ton would have come to nothing in refpet
to Fokn, if honelt 7o/ had not been good enough,
to confirm God’s decree with refpe& to himfelf,
by his. own repentance, faith, and obedience.

. & John, for inftance, will repent, believe, and
¢ obey, therefore John is chofen to eternal life.”
Far be it from me to queftion Foin’s devotion
and tratability, for I firmly believe; that no
clerk in Great Britain has been more exal in
tithing annife, niint, and cummin *, than he hath
S been.

* Annife, mint, and ewmmin. Without inquiring whether
Mr. Welley does or does not neglect the weightier matters of
the law, it may not be improper to thew that he deals large in
the {fmaller commodities, after very ancient example. . A few in-
fances will' be fufficient, ‘as they are all taken with Preciﬁon
%om his own pen, in his Minutes of Conference and his BAN®

ULES. ‘

The following are fome of Mr. Wefley’s Band Rules to be

firictly obferved by’every member. . =
- L. ¢ To tafte no fpirituous liquor, no dram of any kind un-
¢¢ lefs prefcribed by a phyfician.” So that on an attack

of a flatulent. cholic, a perfon muft fee a doclor in order to . .

" be allowed a glafs of brandy. .
1L, ¢ To pawn nothing, no not to fave life.” So that a per-

Jon baving ever [o.many things which be does not imme~

diately fland in necd of, muft perifb with bungery rather
than part with any of them to obtain a prfent fupply.

HI. ¢ To wear no needlefs ornaments, fuch as rings, ear-rings,
¢¢ necklaces,  lace, or ruffies.” This rule fpeaks for
itfelf. : S

IV, « ’I{;{lfe no needlefs felf-indulgence, fuch as taking fnuff
¢ and .tobacco, unlefs prefcribed by a phyfician.” So
that if you are traflable children, every pipe of tobacco, and

every” pinch of fuuff you are allowed muff coff you a

guinca. - .

But alas! This law-giver, to his woful experience, may take
that mournful lamentation, Ifaiah 1. ¢ I bawve brought :gco chil-
® dren, and they have rebelled againfl me;” for at the Confe-

. . ‘ rence
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been. To fhow you that I am fincere, Ithall
fet before you a {ummary view of Fokx’s works
of merit. He hath not only repented and be-
lieved his own way, but he hath obeyed by faft-"
ing. John is given to fafting * and mortifica-

tion,

rence he afks, p. 16. ¢ Have thofe in Band left off fnuff and.
drams ?” and receives this melancholy anfwer. ¢¢ No, muny
¢ are ftil enflaved to one or the other.” For the remedying
of which a pew law is given, prohibiting the preacher from
touching either on any account. :
Take now fome of the qualifications requifite to be a preacher
in Mr. Wetley’s conneciion. v o -
Queftions to be atked one to be admitted an helper. = .,
Do you know the rules of the fociety ; of the Bands ¢ Do jou
keep them ?- ‘ ‘
Do you tzke no f{nuff? tobacco? drams? Do. you cone
ftanly attend church and facrament? Will you preach every
morning and evening, not lolling upon your elbows ? Will you
recommend fafting both by precept and example. P. 37, 38."
Do you deny yourfelves every ufelefs pleafure of fenfe; ima-
gination, and honour? Do you ufe only that Kind and degree

. of food which is beft toth for the body and foul ? De you eat

no ficth fuppers? No late fuppers? Do you eat only three
meabs a-day ¢ Do vou take no more food than is neceflary at 2
meal ? How often do you drink wine or ale ? P. 33. .

Common f{enfe, if appealed to, will declare that there 18
more real evil in detracting from a man’s charaGter whilit living,
and belying his dying fentiments after he is dead, than in all
the above things fo ftrictly prohibited.
.** Much firets appears to be laid upon this fafting on Fridayt,
from its being fo warmly preffed upon the preachers in their an-
nual confercace: an inftance or two I beg leave to lay tefore
my Reader. ¢ Do you read the books which we advife, and
‘¢ none other ? Do you fit as often as your health will permit,
¢ efpecially on Fridays ?”  Min. of Conf. p. 30, . .

“ God ied us into tafting at Oxford : “and he led you all into
¢ it when you firft fet out. How often do you fat now ? Eve-
¢ ry Fridiy. Inwhat degree?” P.31. o

« Which if vou faits every Friday in the year? Which-of
¢ us fuils at all? Does not this thew the prefent remper of our

¢ mind: (though not of ali) to be foft and unnerved ? How then
¢ ¢can

’ .
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tion, therefore he is a rare example of devotion.
In 1729, Fohn began to mortify and purify him-
felf by fafting every Friday, fo that now for the
fpace of forty-two years, Fohn hath fafted every
Friday, and in this current year has not lefs than
two thoufand one hundred and eighty-four Fri-
days to place to his own credit with the Al-
mighty. For the want of this fafting among his
preachers, Fokn tells us in his Minutes of Con-

ference 1770, that they are become foft and

unnerved, the work of God droops, few are con-
vinced, few are fandtified, few are juflified. So
that it would fecm that this fafting is indeed the.
fpring of the fuccefs of Fokn’s miniftry ; how la-
mentable muft it be, that the preachers cannot
deny themfelves vi€tuals on Fridays; {ecing
that by their fo doing many may be convinced,
juftified, and fanttified ? But few people, as he
tells us himfelf, will do what he does to fave
the {ouls of finners. : .

Befides the two thoufand one hundred and
cighty-four faft days, Fokn has ftri&tly and
punétually fet apart two hours every day for re-
tirement and private devotions, which amount
to fourteen hours every week, which in the

* can we advance the work of God, though we may preach
¢ loud and long emough ?-Here is the root of the evil; hence
¢ the work of God droops. Few are convinced, few are jufti-
¢« fied, few of our brethren fan&ified. Hence more and
¢~more doubt if we are to be fanétified till death ; I mean fanéti-
¢ fied throughout, faved from all fin, perfe€ted in love.”
Anf. 13. : _ . .

{mrfx all of which it appears that Mr. Wefley’s work of faving
fouls began in fafting upon Fridays; hath been carried on by
fafting on Fridays; and muaft all go to wreck and ruin, unlefs

his preachers will follow his example, and faft upon Fridays.

fdrty-
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forty-two vecars that Fokn has been the leader
of the flock, amount to no lefs than thirty-three
thoufand ninc hundred and thirty-fix hours of
private devotions, befides all other times of oc-
cafional retircment, which has been very confi-
derAble. Morcover, three unftudied, infpired
fermons every day, which is twenty-one a week,
and forty-five thoufand eight hundred and fixty-
four {fermons in the fpace of forty-two years *.-
Befides his framing of laws for the government
of many thoufand people whom /e hath faved.
Whether Fokn fafted upon good fif% on Friday,
as his brethren on the Continent are faid to do,
or actually pinched his belly, I cannot certainly.
tell; but furely no {mall dependence may be
had upon Fokw’s works, if works are, as he tells
us, the condition of our falvation. Min. pag. ult.
But what a terrible thing would it be, if after
all, Zo/n fhould lofe all this perfection, and be
damned at laft? which very poilibly may be the
cafe according to his own dodtrine.

There are yet other things to be noted in
Foli’s favour in a way of negative fanity. His
wife is debarred the ufe of ruffles, rings, and
jewels: he himfclf takes no fouff or tabacco,
drinks no drams, or fpirituous liquors; eats no
food but what is good both for foul and body,
nor drinks he any thing but what promotes his
falvation, and fits him for faving others. Thefe
are rules laid down p. §3. of the Minutes for the -
Obiervance of the Preachers, and which, to be
fure, he punctually obferves himfelf.

* N.B. There are the works of cight additional years to be put

0 the above calculation, which is a very confiderable advance in
favour of this elect man.

I have
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I have equally as high an opinion of John’s im-~
portance, as I have of his fantity ; hs own pen
bears witnefs to his importance, and -ho would
reject the teftimony of a perfect man ? jays Maf-
ter John to his preachers at Ceniteence: *
What can be done in order to continue this
union which now fubfifts among 3jou? In-
deed as long as I live there will be o great
difficulty : 7 am under God tle centre of union
to all our travelling as well as local preachers.
They all know me and my communi¢ation.
They all love me for my works fake, and
therefore, were it only out of refpe&t to me,
they will continue conneded with each other.”
This is not all, for the faid John, in the ardour
of his zeal, kintlly offered to have become the
centre of union to all the clergymen of thc
Church of England, who believe and preach fal-
vation by faith ; ; and that he does not ftand in
the fame relation to them, in which he ftands to
his own preachers, -is not owing to any mo-
defty or diffidence with which he was burdened,
but merely to their intratable difpofition. For
favshe: ¢ It has been my defire that all thefe mini-
« flers who believe and preach falvation by faith,
“ might cordially agree between themfelves, and
“ not hinder, but help one another. - After occa-

« fionally preffing this in private converfation,
“ thoughts upon this head, and fcnt t).3m to ealh
in a letter. Out of ﬁf ty or fixty to whon T
wrote, ouly three vouchjafed me an anfwer. So
I gave this up. I can do no more. They are a
rope of fand, and fuck they will continue +.”

“ Min. p. 33 + Lide
D The

“wherever I had opportunity, I wrots down my '

———— e
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“The sdvintazeous light in which ]ohn appeéars
lu_\nml " mhghtu:ul clergymen in the Church
of Enchin muit be clear 'to every intelligent
Reader.  [ohn drew, but they would not run.
He would have direcied them, but they would
not obev. He was {ftaunch, but they would not
budze . vinch out of their own way to follow
him. WVhen he drew, he found them a rope of
fand, upon which there is no dependence. Now
if the Lcader is defirous of knowing the terms
of union with Mr. Fokn in the capacity of

preaclers, you may take them as follows in his

own words * : “ T/ cafe continued the fame when
“ pemmmber of preachers increafed. I had juft
“ the Jaine power (Hill, to appoint when, where,
“ and how each fliould help me. And to tell any,
“ if I jaw meet, “ I do not defire your help any
“ fonger” On f/lf'/c’ terms, and no other, we join-
“ ed at ju ot 5 onthefe we continue joincd. “ The
“ care of all the pruzclwr.r, and of all the people
“ Jies upon mey and is a burden indeed.”

How ardent muft ZoAn’s zeal be in comparifon
of thofe ropes of fand he complains of, feeing he
was cven willing to add to the grievous burden
of power already caft upon him, the care of no
lefs than fifty or {ixty clergymen ? And what ad~
vantage would it have been to the church, would
thefe clergymen but have given themfelves up
to his uuncontroulable dirvection, as all the Me-
thodift preachers of his connection have actually
done, to be told when, where, and how they flhould
preach s

A farther inftance of Zul#’s importance, is the
abfolute dominion he has over the people: “ o

* Mind of Confer,

« »
, me,
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% me” fays he, “ the people in general will fib-

“ mit, bat they will not fulmit to any other ¥

The reafon of which we have in the lame page,
and is his great {uperiority over all thers; for
fays he: “ If you can tell me of any one¢ or of any
“ five men, to whom I may transfer this Lurden,
“ who can and will do juft what I do row, I will
“ heartily thank both them and you.”

To be fure, this does look fomewhat like felf-
exaltation, but it amazingly fhews the impor-
tance of the man ; and it will be inferred, that
although God may have chofen Fokin to eternal
life, on account of his repentance, faith, and
obedience, it is rio proof that ##alter Sellon,Charles
Wefley, and myfelf, are chofen upon the fame
terms ; {eeing we have’ it under Fokn’s own
hand, that he caii do what five others cannot do

witly equal propriety. Poor Fokn has a heavier

burden to bear than ever was laid upon Paul
the Apoftle ; as the one has the care of both
preachers and people, but the other fpeaks of
the care of the churches only. To fhew the
confiftency of an extraordinary ftep having been
taken in Fokn’s tle@ion, be it remembered that
he efteems himfelf as an extraordinary mefJenger.

« In what view,” fays this great man, ¢ may
“ awe and our helpers be confidered? Perhaps as
“ EXTRAORDINARY' MESSENGERS, defigned
“ by God to provoke others to jealoufy +.” Now,
although this has no manner of tendency to dif~
cover Fokn's humility, it muft needs make the
importance of his perfon manifeft. 7okn’s hel-
pers or inferior preachers are extraordinary mef-

# Min, of Confer. p. §2. ¥ Min. of Confer. p. 18.
D2 {cngers;
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fengers; and yet they are under the direction of
afliltants, and the aiiftants themfelves are under
the fole dircction of Malter Fein: how extra-
ordinary muft he then be himfclf ! So that vpon

-the ‘whole, Mr. Sclion, your prepofition, ¢ that

«“ Ged ratl clicfen Foln to cternal life on account
“ of his repentcice, faithy, and olediencey” is not
fo wondcrful, neither will it anfwer the defired
end, unle(s you could prove that Charles is alfo
chof¢n on the fame conditions *,

'To a man who czn repent, believe, and obey,
to be fure nothing can be more defirable than fuch
a {cheme as conditional eleftion ; but although it
is altogether anfwerable to Fo/in’s qualities, alas, it
will be of little vfe to thofe who can neither will
nor work ;3 who find not how to perform that

which is good, and are indeed infufficient of

themfelves fo much as to think aright. The

* This particular notice which God is faid to have taken of

Fokn from eternity, on account of his repentance, faith, and
obedience, brings to my mind onc of Mr. Sellon’s contradted
fiyings : ¢ I dety all the Predeftinarians in the world, with all
¢¢ their knowledge of God’s decrees, to prove that God men-
¢ ticned the nume of John Calvin, Elfha Coles, or ‘any other
¢« perfon of ticir party from-eternity ¥ Yet two pages after,
he telis us of what notice God took of John in his decree;
and John tells us himfelf, that God wou!d have beefi unjuit
it he had not done fo.  Although no perfon of the Free Grace
party were, as Mr. Sellon charitably fuppofes, named in the
purpofe of God, yet he modeftly concludes that thofe of his
own party were exprefsly pointed out by name like Fobn, I fup-
pofe his modefty would not fuffer him to fay Walter. This
conceflion, however, I am free to make, that it the whole party
who experimentally believe in abfolute eleétion, were actually
paffed ty unnamed, that there never was one of them that
charged the Almighty with injuftice for his neglet of them,

as John would have done, had he been treated in the fame man-
ner.  Pred. Calm. Confid, p. 18,
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fame fcheme of falvation which would be very
fufficiest for the refpetable Phan{'ce, will not
by any means reach the cafe of the poor Publi-
" can! no: the Phariiee can repent, believe, and
obey, like Fo4n, but the poor Publican can do
nothing but fin and rebel ; fo that although fal-

vation by Works, may do very well for him who

has ftore of obedience, it will leave the poor man
who has no power to work, to penfh in his im-
becillity.

‘But why docs not Mr. Sellon and Mr. Welley
ceafe from f{pezking about Free Grace, feeing
that /Zorks is the {cheme by them adopted ! In
the Minutes it is exprefsly declared that, “ Sal-
% vation is by Works as a condition,” and with

great authority it is atked, “ ff good works are.

“ not dume to procure the favour of God, wkat are
% they done for¢”. And in the Anfwer to Mr.
Coles we are given to underftand, that God
would not have chofen even John himfelf, if
. John would not have believed, repented, and
obeyed. The clear ftate of the cafe is concifely
laid down by the Rkemift Annotators on Rom. x
16. « We fee then that it is in a man's free will,
% to believe, or not belicve, to obey or di ﬁ)bey
“ the Gofpel or -truth preacied.” Now as John
Wefley, Mr. Sellon, and the Popifh divines are
in general of opinion that f{alvation is ‘condi-
tional, and dependeth on our faith and obedience,
it is certainly wrong to blind the multitudc, by
crying ont “ Free Grace,” when in reality our
own works are intended. It is a point long
fince decided by the Apoftle Paul, that if falva-
tion is at all of Works, as you aﬁ'ert, it cannot
be at-all of Grace. Either it is of Works or
Grace.
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Gracc. You fay it is of Works as the condi~
tion. I fay then with the holy Apoitle : ¢ It is
* no more of Grace.” Why then, Gentlcmen,
will you not call thirgs by their own proper
namecs’r

1 have not the leaft obje@ion to your obtain-
ing {alvation by vour own repenting, believing,
and obeying, {ceing you deem yourfelves capable
of it: it is your impoiing on the public a jumble
of Works and Grace confounded, whilft falvation
by Works is abfolutely inculcated upon the
preachers in private conference, which I am
offended with. Would you throw off the dif-
guifc and publickly avow falvation by Works in
plain terms, I fhould give myfelf no manner of
trouble about confuting you ; but if you will
talk about Grace when Works are intended, fome
pains muft be taken to clear up the mlﬁakc. '

The following fentence is fomewhat myfte<
rious, and muft be cleared up to fatisfation be-
fore it is properly underftood. “ 4lthough Fohn’s

“ repentai ce, faithy and obedience be the reafon
“ why ke is clected, yet it is not the caufe, (unlefs
“ it be fine qua non, whick has nothing to do with
“ efficiency ) contiibution, or motive tp his election
“ ugon thofe terms??

John’s repentance, faith, and obedience, is 24e
reafon, you fay, of his eletion to eternal life, but
not the caufe, contribution, or motive of his be-
ing chofen upon thefe terms, unlefs it be fine
gua zon.  ‘The precife meaning of which is, if
1 underftand it aright, “ God of his own Free
“ Grace decreed to choofe all mankind to eter-
“ nal life, on condition they would repent, "be-

* lieve, and obey.” This is the Free Grace

you

’

P



L 3t ]

you mean’; and this an eleltion witheut repro-
bation ; a chooﬁng where none are left.  John’s
perfonal religion is not the caufe of this General
Elc&ion and Free Grace. Is not this your
meaning ! But his obedience is certainly the
caufe why #4e is chofen rather than another who
does not repent, believe, and obey /ike him. So
that though Jou~ is not important enough to
have been the caufe of God’s decree, he is in
fa&t the caufe of his own {alvation and accept-
ance with God, or in ether words, of his own
ele&tion.

You know, you admit that John’s repentance;
faith, and obedience, is ( /ine qua non ) the caufe
of lns perfonal eletion, and of courfe of his fal-
vation, as without thefe he could not have been
at all chofen to eternal life. I fhould be glad if
in future you would difufe all {craps of Latin,

as they only tend to blind the Reader to yaur -

leading {cope ; and fpeak in a tongue known to
the Englith Reader, as better adapted to convey
inftruction to the vulgar underftanding, efpe-
cially as you and I have not the hope of obtaining
many readers of erudition.

The reft of the myftery contained in thlS
paragraph, I fhall for the prefent pafs by unno-
ticed, that I may have room to note its con-
cluding {entence, which in fa&t undoes the whole
fyftem : ¢« The whole of man’s falvation is mat-
“ ter of Free Grace, efpecially as God works in
“ him to will and do.” Fie, fie, Mr. Sellon !
after you had built up fuch a beautiful Babel,
why fhould you have beat it to ruins by fach
an ill-judged remark? A remark which will
ftrip your friend Jouw of all the glory we bave

been afcrlbmg to him in the above pages.
John
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John will repent, believe, and obey, but it
is God that works in John fo to will, and {o
to do. Alas! what then has John more to boaft
of than thofe that are damned? Seeing he had
never willed, never obeyed, if God had not
wrought in him both the one and the other. If
God works in a man 7o will, he certainly fiall
will. If God works in a man 7o do, he certainly
fhall obey. God cannot be faid to work in a
man' fo wi/l, unlefs by the divine influence he ac-
tually do will : nor can he be faid to work in a
man to obey, unlefs he atually doth obey. Sup-

_pofing him to work {ome motions tending that

way, and the faid motions by any means be
ftifled, it can never be faid that thefe work-
ings of God in the heart are both to will and
to do, notwithftanding the natural tendency of
the motiony, {ceing they are ftifled before we
either will or do. '

If God works in men both to will and doj
he certainly knew from everlafting where he
would or would not thus work. Many have
ncither willed nor done, and therefore are caft
out into darknefs and perdition, from which one
would be led to conclude, that God rever in-
tended to work in them both to will and do; or
it would be difficult to fay what fhould fruftrate
his intention. In like manner, faith and repen~
tance either are, or are not divine gifts; either
the fruits of nature, or the fruits of the Spirity
if the latter, they are not furely at John’s com-

mand, and can be no caufes of his eletion ; but”

if the former, the cafe is quite otherwife.
_That faith and repentance are both divine
gifts, the Scriptures folemnly teftify, Epke/: ii. 8.
' Paul
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Paul affurés us that faith is the gift of God, and.
not of ourfelves, on which account it appears
to me that God having given to Zo/n that faith,
which he hath not given to others, is more
likely the fruit of eletion, than its fpring and
caufe. It being a gift of God, fhows that it is
not a fruit of nature; and God, in whofe mind
no frefth idea can anfe, who with one glance of
his all-comprehending eye, furveys all the inci-
dents of eternal futurity, muft needs have been
perfe&tly acquainted with his own work, and
where he defigned to beftow the future thc fav-
ing donation. Therefore his purpofe to beftow
faith upon Fokn, or to work in bim td repent, be-
lieve, and obey, is in all refpets equivalent to a
decree of abfolute ele&ion:

Faith is the gift of God in all that it is: not.
barely the principle of faith, but its exercife,
continuance, and victory. Noew God muft needs

~ know with the utmoft precifion where he would

give, and from whom he would with-hold the
extenfive, the comprehenfive blefling of believing
to falvation; or, as you exprefs it from our
Apoftle, where he would work in the {foul both
to will -and do, and who he would leave to ceafe
from willing, doing and obeying. For this will-
ing and doing which is under the influence of
divine operation, cannot eafily be fixed to an
particular fet feafon or period. If Mr. Wefley
or Mr. Sellon have found out precifely the pe-
riod, will they be pleafed to oblige the world
with a fuccin& account of it; as it may be of
the greateft ufe in exciting the people to take

-particular notice of, and to improve that precious

hour of viﬁtation. Or can you, Gentlemen,
affign a proper and cogent reafon, why conti-
~ puance
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nuance of faith, and its victory, fhould not bé
the gift of God as well as faith itfelf ? If you
can, now is your time ; if you cannot, we fhall
certainly conclude that faith in all that it is, is
the gift of God, and fo refolve our perfeverance
in faith into the abfolute fovereign goodnefs of
him, who works all things after the counfel of

his own will. . :
Once more, before I conclude this leng letter,
give me leave to recapitulate what has been faid
before, that, in my opinion, Mr. Sellon in his
Defence of the Church of England from the charge
of Calvinifim, was certainly wrong in charging
the members of the Church of Rome as being
in general Predeftinarians, becaufe .4uftin, and
Thoinas Aquinas who were of that communion,
happened to be of that perfuafion. Auftin you
know lived near a thoufand years before the Re-
formation, and it can fcarcely be fuppofed that
the ftate of the church fhould continue preeifely
the fame in point of dodtrine, from the fixth to
the fifteenth century. In Auftin’s day the Church.
was pure in comparifon of what it was in the
days of Luther and Calvin, and as for the fera~
phic Dotor, he was a rare inftance indeed. But’
to come at the true ftate of the do&trine of the
Romith Church, we muft confult the Rhemifh
and Doway Divines, and Bellarmine the Jefuit,
Hemengius, Hubert, Puckfius, and others, who
wrote againft the Reformers: then fhall we
fee that if Auffin and Aquinas rank with the
modern Predeftinarians, you yourfelves, Gentle-
men, have the honour of being manifefted
of the clafs of Anti-reformers in point of doc-
trine, in every head that is handled by Eli{:’ld
- : . Coles.
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Coles. 'The tafk will, perhaps to you, be fomewhat
nnpleafant ; but trial of fpirits ' remains ftill 2
Chriftian duty, and may profitably be attended
to. May God give fuccefs in the prefent at-

tempt.
I am,
REVEREND GLENTLEMEN,
- yery refpe&fullj,

Your humble Servant.
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REVEREND GENTLEMEN,

YOU muft not miftake me, for I never ima-
gined that the dotrine of Abfolute Pre-
deftination of the Ele&t to holinefs here, and
glory hereafter could be grateful to the pride of
man: no, Gentlemen, fo intra&table is human
pride, that it will neither lead nor drive, unlefs

- it may reap fome laurel to its .own afpiring

brow, by fulfilling the conditions which it hath
laid down to itfelf, or fancies that God has laid
down for its performance, in order to procure
his favour *; therefore I am not at all furprifed
to fee the fons of Anti-chrift of every name, and
every age militating againft a doctrine f{o fub-

* In the whole world of mankind, notwithftanding the nu-
merous feCtaries which abound, there are, properly fpeaking, but
two religions, the religion of Chrift, and that of Anti-chnift, or
of the Publican, and of the Pharifee; and thefe two religions
differ as widely from each other as heaven and hell, and are
as firiking a contraft as the characters of Chrift and the Devile
‘The religion of Jefus confifts in a loft and perithing finner,
having nothing but wretchednefs of his own, coming to an allx
fufficient Saviour for pardon, acceptance, and a full falvation, .
merely on the footing of Sovereign Grace. On the other hand,
the religion of pride, or of Anti-chrift, confifts in a bringing ta
God the tithes of annife, mint, and cummin, or its propoft
conditions of which it vaunts. This is precifely the difference
between Mr. Wefley’s religion, and that of Elifha Coles. .

verfive
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verfive of human virtue, and natural religion, fo

mortifying to the felf-righteous devotee, cafhier- : ‘ 5: .

ed upon all hands, by men of felf-eftimation. ,
For as Jefus himfelf is a Saviour only to finners,, )
{o his religion is fuitable only to the ungodly, to , !
the blind and lame, to the halt and maimed, to i
them who work not, being without {trength, ) ‘ h
and only believe in him who juftifies the ungodly. SR

To them indeed, and only to them, it is an B B
acceptable faying, ¢ That whom he predeftina-- )
“ ted, them he alfo called ; whom he called, o
% them he alfo juftified ; and whom he juftified,
% them he alfo glorified.” They find that it is

not in man that walketh to diret his fteps, and , i

therefore rejoice that all their goings, in the di-
vine life, are eftablithed by the Lord. They have.
undergone a painful amputation of the working -
hand, and from a fenfe, and only from a fenfe, _
of -their own entire helpleflnefs, are glad to hear o
of a finithed, independant falvation, perfeétly a- - '
. dapted to their circumftances. Their principal ‘3
care is not how the Almighty God will juftify | 1
|

e e e e e
———

himfelf to man, and vindicate his cenduct in
judging of the world; but finding themfelves

miferable and ungodly, guilty rebels, and in" . | G

themfelves damned criminals, how they them-
{elves fhall be juftified with him, and be admit-
ted to ftand forever in his prefence. And as
they can fee no way in which thefe bleffings can
be obtained, but by a being held juft through
the obedience of another, and having falvation o
wrought in them in all its ftages, by the good SRR
{pirit of the Lord, they are made willing to fub- B
mit to a falvation which is divinely fovereign, P
and abfolutely independant of all creature co-
eperation, willing, or doing whatfoever. N

or
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Nor ought this, their entire helpleflnefs, their
lying at the feet of Jefus in that helplefs condi-
tion, and their earneft longings. to be faved in-
dependant’ of all works or endeavours of their
own, to be oftenfive to thofe who have a power
to will and do ; or who .can faithfully improve
that power which God hath given to them, in
his firft motions upon their fpirits. A poor
wretched finner like me, who can neither will

-nor do the good pleafure of God ; who cannot

improve the grace of God in any fenfe ; who in-
deed can do nothing but fin, may be allowed to
truft in abfolute grace, without exciting the in-
dignation of thofe good people, who can and do
fulfil conditions. If you think that you can be

faved by fulfilling conditions, and if I am certain

that I muft be damaned if my falvation depends in
the lcaft upon any the {lighteft conditions by me

to be fulfilled ; have not I as good a right to with -~

for falvation by grace alone, as you have to truft
for a f{alvation partly by grace, and partly by
works of righteoufnefs of your own performing.
If an hale and adtive Pharifee, fhould happén ta
come paft, where a poor unhappy traveller lay,
by thieves plundered of His all, and {o maimed
and bruifcd that he can neither run nor walk,

nor in the leaft move without help, would it -

not be prepofterous and abfurd to upbraid the
poor man for riding on the good Samaritan’s
horfe. Let him who can do what God is faid
to require, as conditions of falvation, perform
them all, and .exert himfelf to the utmoft; only

" let him not be offended with a poor finner that
- can do nothing, for gladly receiving every oftice

of kindnefs at the hand of the Friend of finners.
There
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“There is yet another thing that we differ not
a little in.  Your main care feems to be about
your fellow-creatures, leaft it fhould be thought
that the Almighty does not give to every man a
fair chance for his life. You are even pleafed to
take the poor Pagans under your protection; as
as if the holy Ged did not know how to do that
which is right concerning them, without the in-
terference of Chriftians. I muft freely confefs ta
you, that when my wounds pain me maft, and I
feel my bruifes moft {fenfibly, that my firft cares
gre about myfelf, what fhall become of me : how
I may glorify the Redeemer here, and enjoy him
hereafter.  As to the conduét of God towards
the Pagan nations, and the reft of the unconver-
ted world, it gives me no uneafinefs: nor canl
think that Jam called to be hisadvocateany farther
than he has made me his counfellor. One thing
he hath indeed tanght me, and that is, to know
“ That fecret things belong unto the Lord.”
And I reft perfettly {atisfied, that our God, whofe
love, wholfe purpofes are like himfelf, immut-
able, when-heis called to Mr. Wefley’s and Mr.
Sellon’s bar, will be able to Juftify all his pro-
ceedings; and that the arraignment of his de-
cree as horrxble, will not be numbered amongft
your works of merit, by which you procure (as
Mr. Wefley fays) the divine favour.

Having juft mentioned the Pagan nations, 1
would obferve concerning them, that althaugh I
dare not meddle with their eternal ftate, becaufe

I am unacquainted with it, I cannot well avoid

taking notice of that invincible obftacle to their
falvation, which the Rev. Mr. J. Wefley has

" thrown in the way. Dialogue between a Predefi-

narian and his Friend, p. 7. ¢ As we are faved
] « by
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“ by faith alone, fo unbelief is the only damning
“ fin.” Iam wont to think that every f{in in its
own nature is damning, begaufe the {cripture has
denounced the curfe againft every breach of the
moral law. But if unbelief is a damning fin, and
the only damning fin, the poor Pagans are in a
deplorable fituation, unlefs Mr. Wefley could
indeed prove, that they are believers. = Either
they are believers or unbelievers. If thcy are
believers, they muft have hcard the Gofpel of
Jefus : for how  fhall they belicve unlefs they
“ Lave heard?” If they have not heard, then

have they not faith, and fo are under the power.

of unbelief, the only damning fin, and of courfe
muft all be damned, according to Mr. Wedley.
Fie upon this want of charity; it is abfolute
Popery. This is no random dafh of Mr. Wefley’s
pen; for he tells us in another Tract ¥, that
« thofe who perifh, are damned for not believing in
« the only begotten Son of God ; therefore he muft
« Lave died for them, el/é they would be damned
« for not believing a lic.” Admitting that Chrift
died for all the Pagans, and that the termsof fal-
vation are believing and obeying ; that hearing
is requifite in order to believing, and that all are
unbelievers who believe not, and as fuch muft
perifh ; the death of Chrift, accordingl to this
wife man, leaves the poor Pagans in circumftan-
ces as deplorable as if he had not at all died for
their redemption.
But I had almoft forgot my leading defign,

which is to fhew you the harmony of your wri- -

tings, and thofe of the Roman Fathers, concern-

ing the doftrine of Election; and that although -

# Scripture Doétrine of Abfolute Predeftination, P 13-
' Mr.
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M. Goles’s pratical difcourfe on God’s Sovereigns

ty, is countenaneed by Scripture, and by the con-
feflions of every reformed church, it hath not the
leaft countenance from writers on your fide of
the queftion, either in the Englith ‘or Romifh
Church ;- and that all the enemies of the Refor-
mation wére as violent enemies as you can be
to abfolute unconditional Eletion.

The Englifh Proteftant Reader cannot well a-
void being agreeably ftruck; with the perfe&
agreement of your reafonmg with that of the
Papifts, a fpecimen of which I purpofe now to
give him.

In Predeftination calmly Conﬁdercd, page 234
Mr. Welley fays, “ How fhall God in juftice judge
“ the world, if'there be any decree of reprobation 2
“ For what //zould thofe on the left hand be condem-
“ned? For their having done evil 2 They could
“ not help it. There never was a time on whick
“ they could help it. Shall he then condemn them
“ for what they could not help 2 &ec. &e”

His Grace, Cardinal Bellarmirne, the Jefuit, isalfo
of the fame opinion, and condefcendingly enough
fuppofes, that “ if man had not free will, there
“ would be no place left for reward or punifkment :

 for if a man do evil of neceffity, he deferveth no |

“ punifliment ; and if he do well unwillingly, - he
“ is unworthy of reward*.” Mr. Wefley’s fenfe
is one with the Cardinal, only not quite fo expli-
cit : we fhall, therefore, make the one to explain
the other. ¢ How fhall God judge the world ? ”
fays Mr. Wefley ; © Seeing there can be neither
“ reward nor punithment,” fays Cardinal Bellar-
mine. ¢ Thofe on the lefthand never could help

* Willets Synop. p. 949.
F : “ doing
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“ doing evil,” fays A~ Wefley.  “ Doing evil of
“ necctlity,” faysthe Cardinal, ¢ they deferve no
“ punifment for it.” So that never did two
gamblers play into each others hards with more
exactnefs, than does Cardinal Bellarmine and the
Rev. Mr. John Wefley.

T'o be fure Elifha Coles was of opinion, that

. Ged might do what he would with his own, and

might have procecded with all men, upon an old
covenant foundation, if ke had {een meet, and
fo to have hcld the breakers of his laws eternally
accurfed.  Elifha cannot fee wherein there would
any injuflice have a2ppeared, even if the firft fen-
tence againft fin had been e\ecuted with the utmoft
rigour, Without any promife of life having been at
all given. Life is a gift ; and that can with no
propriety be a gift, which cannot be righteoufly
with-held, if mect unto thc giver. Yet, if Mr.
Welley is to be believed, God could iot have been
juft, without giving this life to every child of
Adam ; fo, at leafly that all might have obtained
it if they would. He fays, <« But God might
« juftly have j;aﬂéd by all men. Are you fure of
“ that ¢ Where is it written? I cannot find it in
“ the word of God. Therefore I reject it as a bold,

. Y precarious affertion, unfupported by Foly Scrzp—_

¢ ture”” 'Then he makes his opponent to objeét
to him,  But you know in your own confcience, that
« Izerug/zt Juftly have paﬂbd ” "To whichhe himfelf
anfwers, “ 1 deny it *” But for my own part,
I very freely confefs, that whatever injuftice
there might have becn in God, in paffing by the
Rev. Mr. J. Wefley, there would have been

, none in pafling by me. ‘

* Predeftination calmly Confidered, p. 18.
God
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God would have remained inviolably juft, if I
‘had never ‘heard of his grace ; notwithitanding
this important Clergyman has a claim thereunto;
and daringly chargeth God with cruelty, on fup-
pofition that he had been paft by, and not chofen.

Nor can I fee wherein the injuftice of God -

would have appeared, had he even cut down re-
bellious and perfidious man, on his commencing
finner, and plunged him’ and all his pofterity in-
to that ruin, implied in the death threatened,
without ever promifing, or giving a Saviour.
And fo contratted has been my reading, or fo
treacherous my memory, that I do not recollet
any one perfon, befides the Rev. Mr. Wefley,
who confiders God as having been bound in point
of juftice, to do what he did in providing a Sa-
viour. - How important muft that man be, whom
God could not with juftice have paffed by?
Strange dodtrine indeed, to be inculcated in a
Proteftant nation, by a member of the eftablithed
Churchof England !*“And ftrangely deluded people,
who crowd to hear a publither of fuch blafphémy !
Imeet with nothing equal to this arrogance in
the writings of even abfurd Papifts, though in
every other refpe, their doftrines are precifely
the fame with your own, asthe fequel will difcover.
God created man ina pure and upright condi-
tion, . perfeétly able to fulfil that law he whs plea-
fed to give him, upon obedience to which his alt
depended.. Man finned, rebelled againft his law-
giver, and became liable to the penalty of the
law : how could grace become neceflary on
God’s part? might not the lawgiver, in the
ftrickeft juftice, execute the fentence denounced,
without impeachment at the creature’s bar,
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As another inftance of Mr. John Weﬁcy s im-~
portance, and which fets his doctrine in a clear
point of view, be plcafed to perufe with me the
tollowing paflage *: “ Obedience is the caufe of my
« Election, love the caufe of my obcdience, faith the
“ caufe of my love, the Gofpel of my faith, Chrifi’s
“ death the caufe of the Gefpel, God’s lcve and pity
“ the caufc of Chriff's death” From which un-
commen ftrain of leafonmg, this Au_hor not only
gives the lic to Ephef. ii. 8, but convinceth us,
that his dependance for acceptancc is net upon
the merit of Jefus, but upon his own faith, love,
and cbedience. Not but you, Gentlemen, have a
right to depend upon your own obedience, {ecing
it is decmed fo exalted : but if Mr. Wefley and
Mr. Sellon, are determined to plunge themfelves
into the ditch, it would be but candid in them,

to permit poor finners, whofe righteoufnefles are

but as filthy rags, even in their own eyes, to
place their dependance on the blood and righteouf-
nefs of Jefus of Nazareth, that they may efcape

the ditch'of deftruction. Yet this muft not be -

permitted, as appears from the inftructions given
to Mr. Wefley’s miffionaries, who as implicitly
fubmit to his directions, as the Jefuits do to the
general of their order. Be pleafed to review
the Minutes of the Conference of 1770, at Briftol.
« Is not this [akvation by Works 7 Anfw. “ Notby
“ the merit of Works, but by W crks as a condition.*
It feems that we are not quite ripe for embracmg
Mr. Wefley’s dotrine of falvation by the merit
of Works, therefore it is glofled over with the
word condition ; whereas it is clear from what

follows, that it 1s the merit of Works which ig
intended.

* Scripture Doctrine of abfolute Predeftination, p. 6.
“ Whar
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“ What have we then been difputing cbout for
% thirty years paft ¢ Iam afraid about words.
“ As to merit itfelf, of which we have been fo drcad-
“ fully afraid, we are rewarded according to our
$ Works, yea, becaufe of our Works *. How does
“ this differ from “ for the [ake of our-Works ¢”
“ And how does this differ from {fecundum merita
“ Operum, as our Works deferve? Can you fplit
“ this hair ¢ ¥ doubt I cannot.—We are every hour
“ and every moment pleafing or difpleafing to God
“ according to our Works.” o

‘Lay your hand upon your hearts, Gentlemen,
and afk your own confciences, whether this be
not the language of Anti-chrift, and whether
any miffionary from Italy could better have ex-
prefled the fenfe of the Popifh Fathers ! Thofe

infallible teachers infift on the neceflity of Good

Works, as joined with faith, to be the efficient
caufes of our falvation, which is precifely the
fame with what Mr. Wefley maintains when he
tclls us, that his obedience was the caufe of his

cle&ion. Bellarmine, the Fefuit, on Juftification,

* The Minutes of the Conferences are not to be had for
love nor money, by any perfon whatever of a different com-
munion, not even by any of his own followers, except by the
preachers, ‘and fome few who bear office among them. Does
not this argue a confcioufnefs of fomething being in view be-
befides the promulgation of truth? Is truth ever afthamed
to fhow her face before the public? hidden works are
rarely honeft: Yet Mr. Wefley thus addreffeth hie preachers
affembled in Conference: ¢¢ Count Zinzcndorf loved to keep all
¢ things clofe; I love to do all things openly.” Now, if he
loves to do all things openly, let him affign a reafon why the
Minutes of Conference are kept fuch a profound fecret ?

Words are but wind, ’tis ations thcw the man.

has
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has this argument : < /#ork out your own [alva-
“ tiou wwith foar and trembling.  Ouwr light cfiic-
“ dions coifeth unto us a more excellent weight of”
“ olery. Krgo, our Herks and Sufferings are the
“cane of Joication”, of which you know that
Elcciion is tire firft link, -according to your own
iron chain above refcired to. So that if Mr.
Shirley, Mr. Toplady, and others, were alarmed
at your Minutes, you have abundantly compen-
fatcd their pein, by revealing to which ehurch
you belerg,

Mr. Scllon to the dead Elifha Coles, is ex-~
tremely full of faith and obedience forefeen, as
the ground of cternal ilection, which brings to
my mind a very pertincnt argument ufed by his
Eminence the Jefuit, entirely to your purpofe :
“ JZns not dlraham ou r father juftified through his
“ [Works ¢ Lifewife was Rahab the /mrlaz‘jzg/?ﬁed
“ flron:h Ierks 2 Ergo, we are juftified by
«“ JZorfn’ It is true, the Cardinal does not
{jlit that hair, in diitinguifthing between the me-
rit of Works, and Works as a condition j that
tatk was left for NMr. Wefley, who, notwith-
ftanding, profefleth that he cannot fplit it even.
Howgver, it is clear that both Bellarmine and
you contradit the Apoftle Paul, who fays ex-
prefsiv @ ¢ That it is not of Works, left any man
“ yould boaft;” which the Rhemifts thus ex-
plain: “ Not of Woerks as thine of thyfelf be~
“ ing unto thee, but as thofe in which God hath
“ made, formed, or created thee.” Which I
fuppofc muft mean, not thofe Werks performed
under the influence of mere nature, but fuch as
are performed by the aids of Grace, as Mr. Sel-
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Jon tells us *: ¢« Noah-under the aids of Grace fet
“ himfelf to walk with God;” and {fo became
ele¢ted and juftified.

This Gentleman farther tells us+: ¢ That
« contradi®ion in a Calvinift is no uncommon

“ thing.” It was well for Mr. Sellon that Mr. .

Coles’s head was laid in the duft, before he pre-
fented him with {fo many challenges ; but I am
able to prove, from good and authentic teftimony,
that the Calvinilts have not engroffed the fole
right and practice of {elf-contradi¢tion to them-
felves. I have thewn that the Rev. Mr. John
Wefley eftablifheth with Bellarmine, and the
mother Church of Rome t, Salvation by Works 5

but .

“ * Page 56. ¥ Pageys. :

1 Within thefe few days I have been credibly informed, that -

fince the late indulgence granted by Government to the Papilts,
their chapels in Manchefter, and other parts of Lancafhire,
have been very much crowded ; and what is very remarkable,
numbers of Mr. Wefley’s followers in thofe parts flock to their
affernblies. This attachment of the Wefleyans to the Popith
worfhip, can arife from nothing but the ONExEss of the

doctrine publifhed in Mr. Welley’s and in the Popith chapels.
As a {pecimen of the fpirit of Lancafhire Papifts, I may re-
late a circumftance in which the Author himfelf was perfonally
concerned. Engaged on a certain time in a difpute with a
Lancathire gentleman of the name of Stack, on the article of
Tranfubftantiation, and having both Scripture and reafon on
my fide, found it no great difficulty to»coﬁfi\)xte and confound the
adverfary, which having done, the abfurd doirine of a breaden
God, made by the baker and the parfon, was held up in a ri-
diculous point of view, which fo irritated the Papift, that he
ftarted up in a rage, and faid, ¢¢ Sir, I fhould rejoice to fec you,
¢ and all fuch Heretics as you are, burned at a flake.” So fay-
- ing, he flung himfelf out of the voom, as if all the company had
been none other than furies of the pit.  So much for the fpirit
of Popery; and which convinces me, that tlie rcligi%n of
ome
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but his note on Ephef. ii. 9. abfolutely gives the
lic to his Minutes, and is downright Calvinifm ¢
“ Not of Works.” “ Neitler this faith, nor
“ this felvation is owlng to aity woriks you ever did,
“ awilly or can do.”  So that it is plain, he is fub=

. je& to Calviniftic fits upon certain occafions.

Yet, I muft own, that it is not very eafy to ac-
count for it, how the fame man can tell us: “that
“ his own obedience was the caufe of his elec-
¢ tion ;” and then to tell others, that no Works
which they ever did, will, or can do, can be the
caufe of their eletion and falvation, without
fuppofing that he confiders his own obedience
as much more meritorious than that of other
men. 4

Mr. Sellon upon the ar.icle of Election tells
us, that: “ Man (I fuppofe he means all men in
general) is elected to eternal life, but upon condition
<« cnly, that he gives all diligence to make his calling
“ and cleclion fure”  But how this is to be done,
may be to fome, in his fenfe of it, a very difficult
inquiry ; only as his friend Bellarmine has point-
cd out the way, namely, by Good Works. The
Rhemifh Annotators arc very explicit in their
note on this paflage of 2 Peter i. 10. to which
the Jefuit alludes. ‘They frankly tell us*:
“ That the certainty and cffect of Predeftination,

& 45 procured by the Free il and Good Works of

« mman, and that our well-doing is a means for us
“ to attain to the effe¢t of God's Predeftination, that
“ is, fay they, to life everlafting”  Mr. Wefley in

Rome breathes ftijl the fame {pirit of intolerance and perfecution,
which found policy will ever think right to confine within due

limits.
. * Rbem. in Loc.
this,
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this, is as the echo to the Rhemifh voice; for

he tells us that the fenfe is, « 4 exhortation to
Y us to be more diligent by courage, knowledge, tem~
“ perance, &c to make our calling and election
x ﬁ,.m % 7 : ,

This brings to my remembrance the thirty-"

fourth Minute of Conference 1770, where the
chairman, after having refletted very feafonably,
“ that the Methodifts are no better than other
“ people ;” zealoufly interrogates his miffiona-
ries: “ But why are we not more knowing 2”
Anf. ¢ Becaufe we aré¢ idle ; we forget the very
 firft Rule (which I gave you).. Be diligent:

¢ never be unemployed a moment: never be '

¢ triflingly employed,” ¢-¢. which muft be allow-
ed upon all hands to be a very good rule, ill fuited
to the tafte of church: dignitaries.. But the
means of attaining knowledge muft not be totally
neglected,. as it muft needs be owned that Mr;
Wefley’s focieties are fufficiently ignorant.- ¢¢ I
¢ defire that the focieties may provide: the
¢ CurIsTIANY LiBRrARY for the ufe of the
¢ minifter.” Which is not only a very good
way for promoting the fale of the books, but

may probably incline fome of the miffionaries

to {eek after. the originals.
I hope, Gentlemén; you will not think that

here 1 write unfairly; in mentioning the name-

of miffionaries, and the fale of the books. In re-
gard to the former, ‘Mr. Wefley himfelf fhall be

. .. * Wefley in Loc; :
4 The Chriftian Library ‘confifts of fifty volumes of Extra&s

from reputable authiors, but in which, for the moft part, they

are made to fpeak the language of the Foundry.”
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my voucher ¥ : “Why are we not all devoted fo
« God, breathing the whole fpirit of the Mis-
¢ s1oNARIES!” {o that it is clear, that Gentle-
man glories in the name of Miffionary. To come at

fome knowledge of the whole {pirit of the Miffionz .
aries, it will be neceffary to attend a little to

the queftions immediately following : &, “ Da
¢ you.rife at four ? Do you faft once a week ?
*¢ Once a month? Do you know the obligation
“ or benefit of it? Do you recomtmend it to
¢ others ?” . ‘
- In rcgard to the fecond, namely, méntioning
the fale of the books written by Mr. Wefley ; I
may call on the fame authority, Minute, xxxvii.
p- 25. ¢ It is the bufinefs of affiftants to take
¢« care that the focieties be duly fupplied with
¢¢ books, and that the money for them be con-
<« flantly returned. To fee that every fociety
¢t have a private room, and a fet of the library
¢ for the helper.” ~ y
¢ The focieties are not half fupplied with
% books through the negle® of the affiftant.
« Why fhould not each of you do like William
¢ Pennington, carry books with youevery round ?
« Exert yourfelves in this ; be not athamed.
¢ Be not weary.
% You have not provided the library in every
« fociety ;—for want of this many read trath.-—

- ® Mimutes, E. 25, queft. 35,
e

+ It feems William Pennington is not only a preacher to

Mr. Wefley’s mind, but is alfo a travelling bookfeller ; as the..

holy fathers, the fons of Loyola, are not ogly the profefled am-
ors of Chrift, but to fuit the purpofes of the congregation,

de propaganda fide, are encowraged to carry on all manner of -

ufinefs.

. 4 « Tilt

Leave no ftone unturned.-— -
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“ Till this can be done, let there be immedi-
“ ately in every place at leaft the Notes (or the
“ Bible) and the Trat on Oirginal Sin.”

Again, to fhew the excellency of Mr. Wefley’s
writings above all others, mark p. 31. of the faid
Minutes: “ Read the Scriptures with our notes.”

Perhaps you think it dangerous to read the

Scriptures without *. « I it wife to read a

“ till you have read our Tra&s and Chriftian
“ Library ?” The fure way to keep them igno-
rant and teachable. It is fomewhat unaccount--
able how the Chriftian world fubfifted before
your Tradts were written, feeing it is thought
folly to read any other; efpecially as fome people
think that Jefus Chrift was not without witnefles,
even before you arofe as Mafters in our Britith
rael. \ )

Having thus let in a gleam of light upon your

Arcanum, and clafled you with your proper com-
pany, I take my leave, and am, '

REVEREND GENTLEMEN,
Your humble Servant,

* Why this injuntion, if the Scriptures are not dan erous,
feeing Notes incomparably more valuable are abroad in the Lite-
rary world 2 )

L£HE END,
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