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F O U N D R Y B U D G E T

O P È N E D.

R E v ER END GENT L EM EN,

AN * for your having freely áni-

- madverted on Eliſha Coles’s Praćtical Trea

tife on God's Sovereignty, ſeems to have been

entirely needlefs on your part, as it has been the

wonder of ſenſible thinking people, time out of

mind, that a book ſo calculated to abafe the pride

of man, and exalt the Redeemer’s perfon and

grace, ſhould have been fuffered to circulate in

the Chriſtian world, near the ſpace of an hun

dred years, without any attempt made by the

felf-ſufficient children of pride, votaries for Free

Will, to ſtifle its influence ſo detrimental to their

Caufe ; eſpecially as we have now, and have

had for fome years back, ſo many Popiſh emiſſa

ries amongſt us, in one diſguiſe or other, as is

very apparent from their doćtrine. If a man is

firmly attached to the Italian ſcheme of Univerſal

Redemption and Free Will, it is not poſſible in

* Mr. Sellon in his preface to his moſt abſurd Treatife on

God's Sovereignty, makes a long and fenfeleſs apology. )

N. B. This Treatife is fold at Mr. Weſley's Tabernacle.
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the naturc of things, but he muſt find himſelf

very fenſibly affected, as you yourſelves are, at

feeing a book fo dangerous to the intereſts of

pride and Rome, to have reached no leſs than

the fourteenth edition *. A circumſtance ſuffi

cient to alarm every gentleman on your fide of

the queſtion, eſpecially when it is conſidered, that

by a moderate computation, there may have

been ſpread abroad forty-two thouſand copies,

allowing only three - thoufand to every im

preſſion.

To thoſe that have weak hands, fearful hearts,

and feeble knees, it is a moſt acceptable perform

ance, and for that very reaſon, muſt needs be

highly offenſive to people of the oppoſite charac

ter, as the Goſpel of Life itſelf is, you know,

to one kind of men the Savour of Death unto

Death, even when it is the Savour of Life, and

the Power of God to the falvation of the loft and

periſhing finner. The humbled Publican will

undoubtedly be fatisfied with a free falvation,

merely by fovereign mercy: but fuch a ſcheme

will always be a ſtumbling block to the re

fpe&table Pharifee, who can either of himſelf, or by

foreign afiiſtance, will, and do to his own fatis

faćtion. I had certainly been on your fide of the

queſtion myſelf to this hour, if it had not plea

fed God to lead me into myſelf, to behold my

wretched finfulneſs, and incapacity to do that

which is good in his fight: but you will forgive

me if I fay, that I muſt lofe fight of my total de-

pravity, before your reafoning is likely to have

any weight at all upon my mind. Nevertheleſs,

~ | your Treatife will be very likely to produce the

» A circumstance obſerved with grief in Mr. Selon', Pre

face, p. 9, *

effećts

:
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effećts defired among your own people; as, after

your uſual manner, you will naturally enough

encourage their peruſal of it, and, diſcourage,

blacken, and vilify as much as poffible, whatever

may happen to be wrote in defence of Eliſha

Coler. Thoſe miniſters whoſe ſingle aim is the

promulgation of truth, and the advancement of

Bible religion, may indeed have no objećtion to

their people making themſelves acquainted with

the utmoſt ſtrength of the enemies arguments ;

but if gentlemen have got any particular human

cauſe, eſpecially a cauſe that may not be named,

to ferve, it behoves them to do what they can to

ftop the ſprings of free inquiry. For as the Popiſh

fathers are uſed to ſay, “ Whilſt people are ig

“ norant, they are devout.” Or, as the Reve

rend Mr. VVeſley, more agreeably to modern

Engliſh ears, hath ingeniouſly rendered it,–

“ Whilſt people are ignorant, they are traétable.”

This is an happy change of the fentence, as by

changing devout into tractable, the fenfe of the

Italian fathers is retained in fuch a manner that

alarms none but the intelligent. By devotion

among the Papiſts, nothing more is intended

than an implicit ſubmiſſion to the direćtions of

the prieſts; and it will appear upon due inquiry,

that traćtableneſs among Mr. Weſley’s people

means exaćtly the fame.

To be fure, to fome people, it will appear,

as you feem to apprehend in your preface,

fomewhat queer, to write againſt a man af

ter he has been dead near an hundred years.

But let people have thought what they would,

I wonder you ſhould have ſheltered yourſelves

under Mr. Toplady's fhadow, whom you have fa

- - - - A 2 very



E 4 ]

|

|

very charitably charged with blaſphemy *. How

ever, it does not appear that there is a perfećt

ſimilarity, between his having tranſlated 7erome

Zanchy, and your having wrote againſt the dead

Eliſha Coles. Mr. Toplady has raiſed Zanchy

from the grave of obſcurity and darkneſs, and

brought him forth to the field of uſefulneſs in

the Proteſtant caufe; and whatever thanks he

receives for his labours, from true Britiſh Pro

teſtants, it was very natural to expećt that every

friend to the church of Rome would take the

alarm, at fecing fuch a formidable enemy to

that Anti-chriſtian hierarchy raiſed from the

dead. His tranſlation of Zanchy was therefore, .

from a rcal friendſhip to his Doćtrine, and a

love to the Proteſtant caufe. But you have

ranfacked the grave of Eli/ha Colcs to bring him

forth to be convićted of abſurdity, error, and

blaſphemy : juſt as the worthy doćtors of Con

ftance ferved the doćtrines of John Wickliffe.

Whether you would ferve Eliſha’s bones preciſely

in the fame manner as they did his, you your

felves are the moſt competent judges. -

* The worthy gentlemen to whom this letter is addreſſed,

did not only perſecute the late Mr. Toplady during his life,

but even beſpattered his death-bed with abominable falfehood,

t was given out in moſt of Mr. Weſley’s focieties both far and

near, that the worthy, man had recanted and difowned the

doĉtrines of Sovereign Grace, which obliged him, though

ftruggling with death, to appear in the pulpit, emaciated as he

was, and openly avow the doćtrines he had preached as the

fole fupport of his departing ſpirit. Wretched muſt that cauſe

be, which has need to be ſupported by fuefunmanly ſhifts, and

feek for ſhelter under fuch difingenuous fubterfuges. O! Mr.

Weſley, anſwer for this condućt at the bar of the Supreme.

Judge yourſelf and you ſhall not be judged. Dare you alſo to

erſuade your followers that Mr. Toplady aếtually died in de

Fie upon fanćtified flander! Fie! Fie! -

A cer
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A certain writer tells us that a living dog is

þetter than a dead lion, yet I affure you, that I

would much rather encounter two dead lions

than one living dog; and muſt, therefore, inſtead

of blaming you for writing againſt Eli/ha Coles,

now reduced to duft, admire your prudence in

pasting by Dr. Gill's writings, and the writings.

of many others who are itill alive, and boldly

making your attack where there was an appear

ance of fafety ; I fay prudence, and that too

the reſult of much pain, for the Rev, Mr. Weſley

has too ſenſibly felt the weight of Dr. Gill's *

polemic arm, ever to enter into a fair diſpute

with him, till he is fecured in the grave like

Eliſha Coles, as is clear from the paulțry Jeſuiti

cal pamphlets by him difperfed, to ſupport his cre

dit among his own blinded followers.

I am told that Eliſha Coles, your dead antago

niſt, in his lifetime, was a man who made no

profeſſion to that perfećtion which Cardinal Bel

larmine the 7efuit, and other Papiſts, as well as

the Rev. Mr. John VVeſley, affert to be attainable

in this life ; and therefore I expećt, that on a

cloſe peruſal, I ſhall find fome words, if not fen

tences, which may evidently bear the tokens of a

fallible pen, and which I ſhall excuſe myſelf

from vindicating. But the doćtrine itſelf which

he aims to eſtabliſh, ſhall be the objećt of my de

fence. And I hope to defend trie doćtrines of

* Dr. Gill was alivgBwhen this was written; the author being

prevented by a long iITŘfs from profecuting a much larger de

fign, is the true reafon why this, and a full defence of that

excellent treatife on God's Sovereignty by Eliſha Coles, has not

before now been prefented to the world. But now, Gentlemen,

Dr. Gill is dead; I ſaw him buried, therefore you may freely

yrite against him, for he cannot reply, conſequently you are

fare of having the field to yourſelves.

Sovereign
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Sovereign Grace, without attempting to make

the world believe that Arius, Pelagius, and Ar

minius died ſtrićt Calviniſts ; or that I have the

leaft hope of either Mr. VVeſley or Mr. Sellon,

forſaking the doćtrine of the church of Rome.

You did well not to quote your authorities, for

Calvin, Uſher, Pearce, and Mr. Toplady having

come over to the Univerſal Scheme, and dying

in the belief of Univcrſal Redemption ; but

fure it muſt be a wretched religion that requires

means fo ignoble for its ſupport. Truth and

uprightnefs alone are requiſite to ſupport the Pro

teſtant religion. -

As I have taken the liberty to confider the

Rev. Mr. VVeſley, and the Rev. Mr. Sellon, in the

fame point of view with the Popiſh doćtors; and

as this liberty may, to fome reader who has not

taken equal pains to inform himſelf in the ſprings

of their doctrine that I have done, appear to be

harſh and fevere; it may not be amiſs for me

here to affign my reaſon for fo doing.

I have then but one reaſon to affign, and that

is, I find a perfect harmony between their

doćirines and the writings of the Popiſh authors .

in every article handled in Coles's Treatife on

God's Sovereignty, of which I purpoſe giving

numerous inſtances in the following letters. And

if I prove that Mr. VVeſley’s doćtrine is the

very fame with that of Rome, I hope that fome

who have talents and opportunity, will inquire

how near a-kin his praćtice may be to that of

the hoary high-prieſt of the world. This re

markable unity of Mr. Weſley’s and Mr. Sellon’s

doétrine with that of the Papists, accounts for

the grave of Mr. Coles having been fo belaboured,

as we find it in the pretended Defence of God’s

Sovereignty. An unity which many have been

- a.WaT G
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aware of, đnd which, from an ill-judged tender

neís for religion, has hitherto been too much

connived at. But furely the true religion of

Jeſus will never fuffer lofs by making Popery

manifeſt wherever it exiſts.

Who they are that confider the reply to Mr.

Harvey's eleven letters to Mr. Weſley as keen

and fatirical, I do not know, but their opinion

differs exceedingly from mine, unleſs fophiftry

is underſtood for keennefs, and ill-nature for

fatire ; but that in thefe eleven letters Mr. Har

vey has poured all manner of abuſe, as you fay

he has done, on Mr. Weſley, will not be be

lieved by any who has read them without pre

judice. If he had fo done, you yourſelves have

deemed fuch an example not unworthy of imita

tion, as is apparent from your application of the

lines quoted from Hudibras *. Surely you are not

fo very fond of your own privileges, Gentlemen,

as to ſuppofe that the exclufive right of diſpenſing

raillery and abufe inſtead of argument, is only

with you and your good friends at Rome. What

harm would there be if a prophet of God ſhould

a little taunt the miniſters of Baal, and if a Pro-

testant in heart ſhould take off the diſguife by

which a Papiit may happen to be covered, feeing

it would certainly be to the advantage of reli

* That faints may do the fame thing by - «

The Spirit in fincerity, -

Which other men are tempted to

And at the Devil’s inſtance do–

And yet that thing that's pious in

The one, in t'other is a fin.

So charitable am I, that I verily believe Butler's Hudibras

is better underſtood by Mr. Sellon than the Bible, or any wri

ting dependent thereupon.

W gion,
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gion, were the flıcep’s cloathing taken off froid

the back of every ravening (volf who has af

iumed it.

The reaſon why I addreſs myſelf to Mr. Weſ-

ley as well as Mr. Sellon, is, becauſe they ſtand

in the fame relation to each other, that ſubſiſted

between Simon and Levi ; the work being fup

poicd the mutual production of both their pens ;

and although Mr. VVeſley ſhould find it conve

nient to deny his having any hand in the writing

of it, he is well known to be the publiſher, the

book being fold at the Foundry. Were I there

fore to underſtand, and uſe it as Mr. Weſley’s

own performance, I ſhould be juſtified in fo

doing by the laws of our country, which con

fider the publiſher as ſtanding on the author’s

pedeſtals. I do not know but I ſhould indeed

have taken Mr. Weſley for the fole author, as

well as feller of this performance, had I not at

firſt deemed him more of a gentleman, than to

deſcend to fuch low, vulgar, and illiberal abuſe

of the objects of the author’s reſentment, as is

fitted only for the meridian of Rag-fair, or the

more famous Billingſgate. But as for craft and

cunning fophiftry, inſtead of found and fair rea

ioning, I will match the Rev. Mr. John Weſley

againſt any man that ever ſtained paper with

pollution. I am therefore willing to place to

that gentleman’s account all that wiſdom dif

covered in ſhifting off argument, and blunting

the edge of truth ; and allow the Rev. Mr. Sel

lon the honour of all the illiberal and abuſive

Janguage uſed in the performance.

The extenſive dominions of the Britiſh king,

could produce but few men who would pretend.

to anſwer all that Doćtor Gill has written in de

fence of Predeſtination, and the final perfeve

- I AIRCC
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rance of the faints, within the ſhort extent of a

fingle hymn, beſides J. Weſley, A. M. fometime

fellow of Lincoln-college, Oxford. And yet it

paffes among your people as a , full and com

plete anfwer to the Doétor’s writings, which

are repreſented to them as dangerous to perufe.

It was the cuſtom of our divines formerly, when

Popery ſpread her fable curtains over all the

nation, to forbid the uſe of the Bible, as well

as the writings of 7. Wickliffe, and other re

formers; for the very fame reafon, “ It was dan

“ gerous to read them.” And without all doubt

the Popiſh gentry were in the right, for, what

ever advantage the reader might have obtained

by the peruſal of them, they were very dange

rous to the church, by which the intereſts of .

the clergy were then called. Mr. Weſley is

equally justifiable in prohibiting * the ufe of

Calviniſtical books among his focieties, feeing,

although the knowledge of error can mever affećt

the ſtability of truth, yet were his people en

couraged to a freedom of inquiry, and exhorted

to fearch for themſelves, it might greatly endanger

hisown authority, and tend to invalidatehis hither

to almoſt, if not altogether, infallible ipſe dixit. I

give it therefore as my cordial advice, that fo

long as Mr. Weſley wiſhes to have the, direćtion

of his people's conſciences in his own hand, that

he will continue to ſtop up the ſprings of inquiry,

* In prohibiting, Esc. Let every preacher recommend tơ

every ſociety, and that frequently, and earnestly, the reading

the books we have publiſhed preferable to any other. Min. of

Conf. p. 17.

Read partly the Scripture with my notes, partly the clofe

Practical Iraċt which we have publiſhed in profe and verſe,

P. 2o.

- B by
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by prohibiting the reading of all authors uport

the fide of Particular Redemption.

I beg, Gentlemen, that you will rightly under

ſtand me here. I do not mean that you ſhall in

fo many words expreſsly command them, under

pain of excommunication from your focieties,

not to touch any Calviniſtical book, whether

ancient or modern: no, I affure you I mean no

fuch thing; for fuch a command might be dange

rous to your intereſts, and havè a tendency to

unmaſk your deſigns. But there are other me

thods lefs dangerous and as effećtual which may

be taken. For inſtance, you may, as hereto

fore, repreſent Goodwin, Owen, Erſkine, and all

former Calviniſtical (or as Mr. Sellon calls them,

Calvinian writers) as Antinomians; for that is a

name that will terribly frighten your people, and

effectually anſwer your deſigns *. And as to

modern writers, you have an expedient ready

at hand : you have nothing to do but this,

when you find yourſelf overmatched in argu

* This is preciſely the method which has been uſed in Mr.

Weſley's connection theſe forty years, and it anſwers to ad

miration, for there is not one of an hundred of his followers, .

who knows what an Antinomian is; wherefore it is generally

understood to be fome kind of an Hydrean monster, more to

be guarded againſt than even damnation itſelf, as appears from

the declarations of fome of their preachers. What would my

Reader think if he heard a man declare from the pulpit, “ That

“ he would rather be in bell with devils and damned ſpirits, than

“ in heaven with God, on ſuppoſition that he is capable of giving

“ grace to one, and not to another?”. Would he not conclude

that hell is not fo dreadful as the doćtrine of Predestination,

which Mr. Weſley calls Antinomianiſm, is thought to be ?

Left my charging Mr. Weſley’s followers with ignorance

fhould be thought too harſh, pleaſe to take his own words,

“ Many of our people are as ignorant as if they had never

“ heard the Goſpel, they know not whether Christ be God or

“ man.” Minutes of Conference, p. 1o. --

- ment,

|
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ment, which, alas! frequently happens, you may

repreſent the author as writing in a bad, angry,

and unfanċtified ſpirit, unbecoming the meekneſs

of a Chriſtian; and if you know any foible of his,

it will be much for your advantage to make it

as public as you can: and furely it can be but a

venial fin, to flander our neighbour in our own

perſonal defence ; and what many people as per

fećt as you are, have thought very needful to

do for the glory of God, and the good of the

cauſe. And, befides this, flander will fink twice

as deep from lips fo much venerated, as it would

from any pair of lips whatever in leſs eſtimation

for famćtity. To read in ã book that comes

abroad under the imprimatur of the Principal

of the Foundry, that the làte amiable and

meek, Mr. Harvey, ſhould have left the native

fweetneſs of his diſpoſition behind him, and

poured all manner of abuſe, as Mr. Sellon wit

'neffeth, upon the Rev. Mr. Weſley, muſt no

doubt produce very falutary effećts upon your

people, and fix an indelible enmity in them

againſt his eleven Letters, as well as his TH E

RoN and As P As 1o. But why ſhould I attempt

to carry coals to Newcaſtle, or teach the Rev.

Mr. Weſley how to invalidate the authority of

authors of a different perfuaſion, feeing fuch a

length of praćtice, muſt by this time have brought

him very near to perfećtion? -

Indeed, I have myſelf, on reading penny replies

to fix or nine fhilling books, and full anſwers .

that never entered into the controverfy, been

led to admire the wonderful command, which

you had obtained over your own conſcience, ef

pecially as it proves fuch an heavy clog to fome

people, and prevents them doing their neigh

bours that injury to which galled pride might ſti

B 2 - mulate.
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mulate. For my own part, as I have no mercy

to expećt at your hands, and never intend to ac

cept your offered grace, I ſhall even, in a good

natured way, fign you a licenſe to repreſent me

as bad as you will, only ſubjećting you to one

reftraint. Now, if this is not generofity, furely,

Gentlemen, you never met with it in all your

peregrinations.

I. Then you may call me a Pagan; for fo I

am in your fenfe of Chriſtianity, and I am de

termined never to believe in a Saviour, whoſe

blood and righteoufneſs are not ſufficient, of

themſelves, to fave thoſe for whom they are pro

vided, without the cooperation of the creature ;

a Saviour who is notable to ſave to the utter

moſt all that come to God by him.

II. You may call me Atheift; for fo I am, ac

cording to your notions of the Deity, and I am

determined never to believe in a God, who can

bave thoughts of love to me for my faith to-day,

and thoughts of hatred to me for my fins to

morrow. If I cannot find a God, who is of one

mind, and cannot be turned, the thoughts of,

whoſe heart are invariable as his nature, even to

the lateſt generation, I ſhall certainly die an in

corrigible Atheift,

III. But you muſt not call me a Papist; for I am

determined never to be of that communion

where the ſprings of knowledge are ſhut up, and

where freedom of inquiry is denied me. No,

I affure you, Gentlemen, I am too proud to fub

mit to let others think for me, and be bound

implicitly to believe my teachers, whilſt I labour

underthe conceitof being myſelfpoffeffed ofan im

mortal ſpirit, capable of reflećtion ; and which, if

they ſhould happento leadinto a ditch, might findit

very

.*

/
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very difficult to get out again without damage.

To perſuade me that believing as my teachers

would have me is the true faith of the Goſpel,

or that there is much advantage arifes from

ignorance, muſt be a work of great labour and

time, therefore I will not be a Papiſt, and of

courſe, Gentlemen, I ſhall not chooſe to fit under

your miniſtrations becauſe of their Italian ex

traćtion. .

I am very much diſpleaſed at the Rev. Mr.

Sellon’s having charged the Papiſts with being

as red hot Predeſtinarians, as he deems Mr. Top

lady to be, and for proof adducing the doćtrine

of Auſtin, as well as that of Thomas Aquinat.

Before that Auſtin is acknowledged to have

been a Papiſt, it may not be amiſs for you, Gen

tlemen, from your great knowledge of eccleſiasti

cal hiſtory, to ſhow that there aćtually were Pa

piſts, according to the modern acceptation of that

appellation, as early as the fifth century, other

wife Auſtin’s having been a Predeſtinarian will

not prove Mr. Toplady to be a Papiſt. But if it

fhould fo happen that Mr. Toplady, Eliſha Coles,

&c. are of the fame fentiments with the doćtors

in primitive, times, I hope to prove, that you

yourſelves have the honour of ranking with the

Romiſh gentry of a later date, when Popery be

came Anti-chriſtianiſm indeed, I mean with Bel

larmine, Hemengius, the Annotators of Rheimer,

and the Doway Divines ; and that too, not in any

particular point of doćtrine, but in every general

article inſiſted on by Mr. Eliſha Coles; ſo that if

Eliſha Coles, Dr. Gill, Mr. Harvey, and Mr.

Toplady felicitate themſelves on the counte

nance given them by all the reformers, and all

the confeſſions of reformed churches everywhere,

you
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you are no lefs happy in being patroniſed by

names, at this day the moſt reſpećtable in the

annals of Italy.

The work indeed is very laborious, and what

perhaps nome but myſelf would venture to un

dertake, and what I ſhould not venture upon,

were it not that the ſtate of the cafe ſeems now

to call for every man being claffed with his own

proper company. We ſhall therefore, however

laborious, bring the matter to a fair iffue, by fee

ing whether the honour of ranking with Papiſts

of reſpećtable name, is due to yourſelves, or to

the Predeſtinarians, as you are pleaſed, in the

depth of your humility, reproachfully to ſtile all

who believe in falvation by Chriſt alone, with

out any ſpiritual cooperation of the creature.

One inſtance only, I beg leave to trouble yon

with in this letter, in which the moſt beauti

ful harmony between you and the Popiſh evan

geliſts ſubfifts relative to the cauſe of elećtion.

Mr. Sellon gives us a clear and fummary view of

the cafe * in the following words ;

ºk God

* Sellon against Coles, p. 41.

If I had not known the intimate connećtion fubfisting be

tween the Rev. Mr. Weſley and Mr. Sellon, I ſhould have

thought that the latter had waggiſhly and wickedly, not having

the fear of God before his eyes, held up the former on the

fhaft of ridicule, to be histed at by the many-mouthed multitude.

But feeing I cannot confider it as intended for ridicule, I am

obliged to conclude, that it was the utmoſt exertion of grateful

friendſhip, to fet forth the praiſes of the man who had ſaved

him from everlasting perdition, and from the far greater evil of

being carried away by a belief in the doćtrine of abſolute Pre

deſtination. -

Let no man account me prophane for afcribing the power of

faving finners to the Rev. Mr. Weſley, feeing, that for fo do

ing, I have his own authority. Min. of Conf. p. 19. Rule xi.

|- - he
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“Goddeterminestochooſef me of thefallen rate

“ to eternal life. Such was his pleaſure. And to

“ chooſe them upon ſuch terms as were agreeable

“ to his holineſs, wiſdom, juſtice, and Inercy in

“ conjunćtion. Here is his good pleaſure ſtill.

“ And theſe terms ſhall be repentance towards

“ God, faith towards our Lord Jeſus Christ, and

“ obedience ſpringing frqm that faith. Still his

“ good pleaſure. And every one that complies

“ with theſe terms ſhall have eternal life. This

“ too is his good pleaſure ; and to all this there

“ is nothing caſual, contributory, or motive out

“ of himſelf. It is all of Free Grace. VVell then

“ to go one ſtep farther. JoHN, for inſtance (I

“ ſuppoſe John Weſley is intended), John will

“ repent, believe, and obey; therefore God

“ elećts John to eternal life. Now, although

“ John’s repentance, faith, and obedience be

“ the reaſon why he is elected, yet it is no cauſe,

“ (unleſs it be stne, qua-non, which has nothing

to do with efficiency) contribution, or motive
|

%

he fays thus to his preachers, “ Do noe mend your rules but

“ keep them. You have nothing to do but to fave fouls.”

Surely it would be abſurd in the higheſt degree, to fuppoſe that

his preachers, the very underlings among his helpers, can fave

fouls, and he himſelf be destitute of a faving power. Farther,

to convince the Reader that Mr. Weſley does not confider him

felf in that diminutive light, attend to his modeſt direčtions

given to the faid faving helpers. Min. of Confer. p. 2o. Rule xii.

“ Aćt in all things not according to your own will, but as a fon

“ in the Goſpel. As fuch it is your part to employ your

“ time in the manner which wE direćt (it is not as Chriſt di

“ rećts). Above all, if you labour with us in our Lord's vine

“ yard, it is needful that you ſhould do that part of the work

which we adviſe, at thoſe times and places which wE judge

“ moſt for his glory.” Then follow the directions by which

they are to ſave finners, too large to be inferted here. «t of

O

44

‘ to his election upon thoſe terms. Theſe acts

|
;

\
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“ of John did not cauſe, did not affist, did not

“ move God to chooſe fome of the fallen race,

“ nor to choofe them upon certain terms ; nor to

“ fix theſe terms as they are ; nor to make com

“ plying with theſe terms the condition of his

“ obtaining eternal life: much lefs was John's

“ repentance, faith, and obedience the cauſe of

“ his repenting, believing, and obeying, and

“ thereupon of his being chofen to eternal life.

“ Hence it is plain, that God may chooſe men to

“ eternal life upon the forefight of their faith

“ and works, and ſtill it ſhall be according to his

“ own good pleaſure, and the whole of man's

“ falvation matter of Free Grace, eſpecially as

“ God works in him to will and to do.”

This long paragraph which I have induſtri

ouſly quoted, is far from being without ſome

fymptoms of its being the produćtion of a fallible

pen, as want of grammar and fyntax are the

leaft of its blemiſhes. Before I produce authori

ties for its leading deſign, I ſhall beg leave to

offer a thought or two of my own upon it.

I. As God hath fixed certain terms, fuch as

repentance, faith, and obedience as conditions

on which only he will chooſe men to falvation

and eternal life, and that every man by fulfilling

theſe conditions or terms may have eternal life ;

you do wrong in talking of his choofing fome,

only upon theſe conditions, feeing he certainly

chofe all if they would but do as John does, by

believing, repenting, and obeying. This brings

to my mind a faying of the famous Jefuit, Cardi

nal Bellarmine, in his Treatiſe de Gratia, “ On

“ God's behalf,” ſays that learned diſputant, “ like

“ effectual grace is given to all men, but the free

- - - . “ will
-*

-

/
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“ will of man maketh the difference, whereby be

“ lieving makes the grace of God more gffectual.”

Here the Cardinal expreſſes your meaning in a

plain compendious manner, and evidently fhews

us, that if God has fixed certain conditions, on

which alone he will chooſe men to eternal life,

that it muſt be the free will of man that makes

the difference between one and another. So

that, according to Bellarmine, your propoſition,

“ That every one who complies with the terms

“ appointed by God, ſhall have eternal life,” is

ftrićtly orthodox at Rome *.

That all the ways of the Moſt High muſt be

agreeable to his wiſdom, juſtice, holineſs, and

mercy, is a point incontrovertible, but it is not

* God did decree from the beginning, to elect, or choofe in

Chriſt, all that ſhould believe in Chriſt to falvation ; and this

decree proceeds from his own goodneſs, and is not built upon

any goodneſs in the creature. I think abſolute and uncondi

tional elećtion and reprobation cannot be found in holy writ,

Wgſley's Dialogue between a Predestinarian and his Friend.

Hemengius, one of the moſt zealous Popiſh writers againſt the

Reformation, hath the following fentence expreſfive of the very

quinteffence of Mr. Weſley's doćtrine, “ We do not believe, be

“ caufe we are fore/een and eleếted, but becaust we believe we

“ were forofeen and clečied to life.” Again, fays the fame wri

ter, “ God hath chofen thoſe whom he forefaw would believe

*“ in Chriſt.” * -

Snecanus, another learned diſputant of the Roman church

againſt the Reformation, fays : “ If/o that God preferreth fome

“ becauſe of their faith, and rejeếieth others becauſe of their un

“ belief, there is no unrighteoufneß with God, becauſe the cauſe

“ of the difference in God's clečtion is apparent, namely, the re

“ Íþeći to their faith.”

From theſe and many other teſtimonies which might be ad

duced, it is clear even to a demonſtration, that the doćtrine

preached at Rome is identically the fame with that of the

Poundry, and of the rest of Mr. Weſley's ſocieties in Great Bri

tain and Ireland. - - -

C . . . . . . . fo

*

|

| 
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fo clear, that to have founded the decree of Elec

tion, upon a foundation fo precarious and un

certain, as man’s willing, repenting, believing,

and obeying, would have been fo highly be

coming unerring Wiſdom. For what if none

might have proved fo tractable as 7ohn did : and

none had repented, believed, and obeyed ? then

all the deſigns of mercy might have been fruf

trated, heaven continued empty, the manſions

of glory untennanted; the whole of Revelation

might have been given in vain, and the blood of

Chriſt might have been altogether ufeleſs with

reſpećt to man’s falvation. If all men ſtood in

the divine purpoſe on a level with 7ohn, and

there was a poſſibility that 7ohn might not have

repented, believed, and obeyed, the fame poffi

bility of non-complianse equally affećted the

whole, and every individual of the human race ;

fo that there was a poſſibility that not one of

the children of Adam ſhould ever finally receive

mercy. *

If ỹohn“had feen meet, or if he ſhould yet fee

meet (for although an old man he is still alive)

to forſake his repentance, faith, and obedience,

fo that the Grace of God ſhould prove, after all

his paſt goodneſs, to have been given him in

vain, and that although now a perfećt man, the

faid 7ohn (Weſley) ſhould yet become a caſt

away, and be finally damned; God's having cho

fen him on account of his faith and works, will

yield him no very comfortable reflećtion in the

regions of deſpair. And why may not 7ohn *,

- withi

* Some of this Gentleman’s female hearers, have whif

pered their fufpicions to one another that their venerable

leader is not wholly made up of Spirit, and even have ex
*- t- prefled
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with all his preſent repentance, faith, and obe

dience, fall away and periſh as well as another ?

Now, if John may fall from Grace ; and if all

men have an equal power with him to ſtand or

fall; to improve, or to neglećt and abuſe the

Grace of God, then may all fall ; become caſt

aways, and periſh eternally fo that not one of

the race of mankind, however juſtified, ſanctified,

and perfećted in love, at ſome certain period,

fhould ever hold out to the end and be faved.

Then might the Devil have triumphed over a

diſappointedGod; Chriſtmight have beheld all the

travail of his ſoul in hell, which would have

yielded him but little fatisfaćtion, and elećt an

gels might have fung that mercy, by which all

might have been faved if they would ; but which

indeed has left them all to periſh, becauſe they

would not fulfil its conditions. , -

I ſhould rather ſuppoſe, that it is more be

coming the perfećtions of Deity, to eſtabliſh his

council in ſuch a manner as utterly to preclude

any future diſappointment. For inſtance, when

God proclaims his great name : “ The Lord, the

“ LordGodmercifulandgracious,”&c. thatheſhould

have made proviſion, that the deſigns of his mercy

fhould not be fruſtrated byany future intervention

of fin. When he prepared manſions in his heaven

ly kingdom, that he ſhould have aſcertained their

; and not have left their occupation, or

nding void, to the uncertain choice of ever

preſſed a fear, leſt this holy man ſhould be found on examina

tion, to have fome appendages of the fleſh cleaving to him;

but I hope their fears are groundleſs. That fifter in––

fhould not blow the head of a party, leaſt the party itſelf ſhould

fuffer. - *

C 2 - changing

- <--
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changing man ; for all are not fo immutable as

the Rev. Mr. John VVeſley. -

This repentance, faith, and obedience, are

fixed as the terms of Elećtion you tell us; and

yet you immediately add, that after all there is

nothing caſual, contributory, or motive out of

himſelf (i. e. God), it is all of Grace. Why

fhould Meſſrs. VVeiley and Sellon depart fo far

from the rules of common fenfe and grammar,

as to talk of Free Grace, when in faćt nothing

but meritorious works are intended. Suppofing

now, Meffieurs, that we were, for the fake of

argument, to grant, which yet muſt not be

allowed as truth, that God fixed thoſe general

terms of his Elećtion, and that there was no mo

tive out of himſelf to move him to this, what is

that to Yohn or me ? We are not to ſtand or fall

by general rules, but by particular applications,

or the reverſe. Shall I aſk the reverend and

very powerful authors, if 7ohn’s repentance was

in God, or in himſelf; if 7ohn believed, or if

God believed for him ; if ỹohn obeyed, or if

7ohn's obedience was all in God himſelf? For

we are told by the fame dictatorial pen on the

one hand, “ That 7ohn is chofen, to eternal life

“ upon his repentance, faith, and obedience ;”

and on the other, we are told that “there is no

“ thing caſual, contributory, or motive (for

“ 7ohn's elećtion) out of God himſelf. It is all

“ of Free Grace. And yet God would not have

“ choſen 7ohn, if 7ohn would not have repented,

“ believed, and obeyed.” Whether God fhewed

more Grace, or 7ohn of a tractable ſpirit, may

to fome- appear difficult to determine, but to me

the odds are very much on 7ohn's fide of the

queſtion. For it is beyond a doubt, that God’s

- - e : elećtion
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eleổtion would have come to nothing in reſpećt

to John, if honeſt 7ohn had not been good enough,

to confirm God’s decree with reſpect to himſelf,

by his own repentance, faith, and obedience.

“ John, for inſtance, will repent, believe, and

“ obey, therefore John is chofen to eternal life.”

Far be it from me to queſtion 7ohn’s devotion

and traćtability, for I firmly believe, that no

clerk in Great Britain has been more exaćt in

tithing annife, mint, and cummin *, than he hath

- --'' been.

* Annife, mint, and cummin. Without inquiring whether

Mr. Weſley does or does not negleét the weightier matters of

the law, it may not be improper to ſhew that he deals large în

the fmaller commodities, after very ancient example. A few in

stances will be ſufficient, as they are all taken with precifion

his own pen, in his Minutes of Conference and his BAND
U LES,

The following are fome of Mr. Weſley's Band Rules to be

ítriétly obferved by'every member. -

I. “ To taste no ſpirituous liquor, no dram of any kind un

“ leſs prefcribed by a phyſician.” So that on an attack

qfa flatulent cholic, a per/on must fee a dočtor in order to

be allowed a glafs of brandy.

II. “ To pawn nothing, no not to fave life.” So that a pcr

fon having ever fo many things which be does not imme

diately stand in need of, must periſh with hunger, rather

than part with any of them to obtain a preſent/upply.

III. “ To wear no needleſs ornaments, fuch as rings, ear-rings,

“ necklaces, lace, or ruffles.” This rule ſpeaks for

itſelf. -

IV. “ To ufe no needleſs felf-indulgence, fuch as taking ſnuff

“ and tobacco, unleſs prefcribed by a phyſician.” So

that if you are tračiable children, every pipe of tobacco, and

every pinch of fuuff you are allowed must cost you a

guinea

But alas! This law-giver, to his woful experience, may take

that mournful lamentation, Iſaiah i. “ I have brought up chil

“ dren, and they have rebelled against me;” for at the Confe
- - rence

*
|

|

*

|
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been. To ſhow you that I am ſincere, f ſhall

fet before you a ſummary view of ỹohn's works

of merit. He hath not only repented and be

lieved his own way, but he hath obeyed by fast-

ing John is given to faſting * and mortifica

tion,
*

rence he aſks, p. 16. “ Have thoſe in Band left of ſnuff and

drams?” and receives this melancholy anſwer. “ No, many

“ are still enflaved to one or the other.” For the remedying

of which a new law is given, prohibiting the preacher from

touching either on any account.

Take now fome of the qualifications requifite to be a preacher

in Mr. Weſley's connection.

Queſtions to be aſked one to be admitted an helper. . . .

Do you know the rules of the fociety ; of the Bands? Do you

keep them ? . -

Do you take no ſnuff? tobacco ? drams ? Do you con

fantly attend church and facrament? Will you preach every

morning and evening, not lolling upon your elbows ?

recommend faſting both by precept and example. P. 37, 38.

Do you deny yourſelves every ufeleſs pleaſure offenſe, ima

gination, and honour ? Do you ufe only that kind and degree

of food which is beſt both for the body and foul ? Do you eat

no fleſh ſuppers? No late ſuppers ? Do you eat only three

meals a-day ? Do you take no more food than is neceſlary at a

meal? How often do you drink wine or ale ? P. 33. -

Common fenfe, if appealed to, will declare that there is

more real evil in detraćting from a man’s character whilst living;

and beiying his dying fentiments after he is dead, than in all

the above things fo striếtly prohibited. -

** Much stres appears to bc laid upon this fasting on Fridays,

from its being fo warmly preſſed upon the preachers in their an

nual conference: an inſtance or two I beg leave to lay before

my Reader. “ Do you read the books which we adviſe, and

“ none other? Do you fit as often as your health will permit,

“ efpecially on Fridays?” Min. of Conf. p. 3o, -

“ God led us into faſting at Oxford : and he led you all intº

“ it when you first fet out. How often do you fait now ? Eve

“ ry Friday. In what degree?” P. 31. -----

“ Which if you faits every Friday in the year ? Which of

“ us f its at all? Does not this fhew the preſent temper of our

“ minds (though not of all) to be ſoft and unnerved ? How then
44 çah

*

:

A,

i]



[ 23 ]

tion, therefore he is a rare example of devotion.

In 1729, 7ohn began to mortify and purify him

felf by faſting every Friday, ſo that now for the

fpace of forty-two years, 7ohn hath faſted every

Friday, and in this current year has not leſs than

two thouſand one hundred and eighty-four Fri

days to place to his own credit with the Al

mighty. For the want of this faſting among his

preachers, 7ohn tells us in his Minutes of Con

ference 177o, that they are become foft and

unnerved, the work of God droops, few are con

vinced, few are fanétified, few are juſtified. So

that it would ſeem that this faſting is indeed the

fpring of the ſucceſs of ỹohn's miniſtry ; how la

mentable muft it be, that the preachers cannot

deny themſelves vićtuals on Fridays; ſeeing

that by their fo doing many may be convinced,

juſtified, and fanćtified ? But few people, as he

tells us himſelf, will do what he does to fave

the fouls of finners. -

Beſides the two thouſand one hundred and

eighty-four faſt days, 7ohn has ſtrićtly and

punctually fet apart two hours every day for re

tirement and private devotions, which amount

to fourteen hours every week, which in the

x

“ can we advance the work of God, though we may preach

“ loud and long enough ? Here is the root of the evil; hence

“ the work of God droops. Few are convinced, few are juſti

“ fied, few of our brethren fanćtified. Hence more and

““more doubt if we are to be fanćtified till death ; I mean fan&ti

“ fied throughout, faved from all fin, perfećted in love.”

An/. 13. - - * -

From all of which it appears that Mr. Weſley's work of faving

fouls began in fasting upon Fridays; hath been carried on by

fasting on Fridays; and must all go to wreck and ruin, unleſs

his preachers will follow his example, and faſt upon Fridays.

forty
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forty-two years that 7ohn has been the leader

of the flock, amount to no lefs than thirty-three

thouſand nine hundred and thirty-ſix hours of

private devotions, beſides all other times of oc--

caſional retirement, which has becn very confi

derable. Moreover, three unſtudied, inſpired

fermons every day, which is twenty-one a week,

and forty-five thouſand eight hundred and fixty

four fermons in the ſpace of forty-two years *.

Beſides his framing of laws for the government

of many thouſand people whom he hath faved.

Whether 7ohn faſted upon good fi/h on Friday,

as his brethren on the Continent are faid to do,

or actually pinched his belly, I cannot certainly

tell ; but furely no finall dependence may be

had upon 7ohn’s works, if works are, as he tells

us, the condition of our falvation. Min. pag. ult.

But what a terrible thing would it be, if after

all, 7ohn ſhould loſe all this perfećtion, and be

damned at laſt? which very poſſibly may be the

cafe according to his own doćtrine.

There are yet other things to be noted in

7ohn's favour in a way of negative fanćtity. His

wife is debarred the ufe of ruffles, rings, and

jewels: he himſelf takes no ſnuff or tobacco,

drinks no drams, or ſpirituous liquors ; eats no

food but what is good both for foul and body,

nor drinks he any thing but what promotes his

falvation, and fits him for faving others. Theſe

are rules laid down p. 53. of the Minutes for the

Obiervance of the Préachers, and which, to be

ture, he punctually obſerves himſelf.

* N. B. There are theworks of eight additional years to be put

tº the above calculation, which is a very confiderable advance in
tavour of this elect man.

I haVC
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I have equally as high an opinion of John's im

portance, as I have of his fan&tity; his own pen

bears witneſs to his importance, and i ho would

reject the teſtimony of a perfect man ? Says Maſ

ter John to his preachers at Conference : *

“ What can be done in order to continue this

union which now ſubſiſts among you ? In

deed as long as I live there will be no great

“ difficulty : I am under God the centre of union

“ to all our travelling as well as local preachers.

They all know me and my communitation.

‘ They all love me for my works fake, and

“ therefore, were it only out of reſpeết to me,

‘ they will continue connected with each othèr.”

This is not all, for the faid John, in the ardour

of his zeal, kindly offered to have become the

centre of union to all thc clergymen of the

Church of England, who believe and preach fal

vation by faith ; and that he does not ſtand in

the fame relation to them, in which he ſtands to

his own preachers, is not owing to any mo

deſty or diffidence with which he was burdened,

but merely to their intraćtable diſpoſition. For

fayshe : “ It has been my destre that all theſe mini

“ sters who believe and preach falvation by faith,

“ might cordially agree between themfelver, and

“ not hinder, but help one another. After occa
(
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wherever I had opportunity, I vrot down zny

“ thoughts upon this head, and fent t/m to each

“ in a letter. Out of fifty or ſixty to whom I

“ wrote, only three vouchſafed me an anstver. So

I gave this up. I can do no more. They are a

“ rope of fand, and fuch they will continue †.”

44

* Min. p. 53- + Ibid.

D The
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/ionally pręffing this in private converſation,
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The adventageous light in which John appears

beyond ul. enlightened clergymen in the Church

of Englan , mult be clear to every intelligent

Reader. John drew, but they would not run.

He wou'd have directed them, but they would

not obev. He was ſtaunch, but they would not

budge : , inch out of their own way to follow

him. , , hen he drew, he found them a rope of

fand, upon which there is no dependence. Now

if the Reader is defirous of knowing the terms

of union with Mr. Žohn in the capacity of

preachers, you may take them as follows in his

own words * : “ The café continued the /ame when

“ / e number of preachers increaſed. I had just

“ the /aine power stiil, to appoint when, where,

“ and how each /hould help me. And to tel/ any,

“ if I ſaw meet, “ I do not destre your help any

“ longer.” On theſe terms, and no other, we join

“ ed at first ; on theſe we continue joined. “ The

“ care of all the preachers, and of all the people

“ lies upon me, and ir a burden indeed.”

How ardent must 7ohn’s zeal be in compariſon

of thoſe ropes of fand he complains of, feeing he

was even willing to add to the grievous burden

of power already caft upon him, the care of no

leſs than fifty or fixty clergymen ? And what ad

vantage would it have been to the church, would

theſe clergymen but have given themſelves up

to his uncontroulable direction, as all the Me

thodiſt preachers of his connection have aćtually

done, to be told when, where, and how they /hould

preach :

A farther inſtance of 7ohn's importance, is the

abſolute dominion he has over the people : “ To

* M:n. of Confer,
4ť >2

/ me,
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“ me,” fays he, “ the people in general will fiib

“ mit, but they will not fulmit to any other *”.

The reaſon of which we have in the tame page,

and is his great ſuperiority over all hers; for

fàys he: “ If you can tell me of any one, or of any

“ five men, to whom I may transfèr this burden,

“ who can and will do just what I do now, I will

“ heartily thank both them and you.”

To be fure, this does look fomewhat like felf

exaltation, but it amazingly fhews the impor

tance of the man ; and it will be inferred, that

although God may have chofen 7ohn to eternal

life, on account of his repentance, faith, and

obedience, it is no proof that Walter Sellon, Charles

JVeſley, and myſelf, are chofen upon the fame

terms; ſeeing we have it under ỹohn's own

hand, that he cań do what five others cannot do

with equal propriety. Poor 7ohn has a heavier

burden to bear than ever was laid upon Paul

the Apoſtle ; as the one has the care of both

preachers and people, but the other ſpeaks of

the care of the churches only. To ſhew the

confiſtency of an extraordinary ſtep having been

taken in 7ohn's elećtion, be it remembered that

he eſteems himſelf as an extraordinary meffenger.

“ In what view,” ſays this great man, “ may

“ we and our helpers be conſidered # Perhaps as

“ Ex T R Ao R D INA R Y ME s s EN G E R s, deſigned

“ by God to provoke others to jealouſy †.” Now,

although this has no manner of tendency to dif

cover 7ohn's humility, it muſt needs make the

importance of his perſon manifeſt. 7ohn's hel

pers or inferior preachers are extraordinary meſ

* Min. of Confcr. p. 52. † Min. of Confer. p. 18.

D 2 fengers;
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fengers; and yet they are under the direction of

afliſtants, and the aiiftants themſelves are under

the fole direction of Maſter 7oin : how extra

ordinary muſt he then be himſelf! So that upon

the whole, Mr. Sellon, your propoſition, “ that

“ God ka:h choſen 7ain to eternal life on account

“ of his repentance, faith, and obedience,” is not

fo wonderful, neither will it anſwer the defired

end, unleſs you could prove that Charles is alſo

chofen on the fame conditions *.

To a man who can repent, believe, and obey,

to be fure nothing can be more defirable than fuch

a ſcheme as conditional elećtion ; but although it

is altogether anſwerable to 7ohn's qualities, alas, it

will be of little ufe to thoſe who can neither will

nor work ; vho find not how to perform that

vhich is good, and are indeed inſufficient of

themſelves fo much as to think aright. The

|

* This particular notice which God is faid to have taken of

ohn from eternity, on account of his repentance, faith, and

obedience, brings to my mind one of Mr. Sellon’s contraćted

fyings : “ I defy all the Predeſtinarians in the world, with all

“ their knowledge of God's decrees, to prove that God men

“ ticned the name of John Calvin, Eliſha Coles, or any other

“ perfon of their party from eternity ?” Yet two pages after,

he tells us of what notice God took of John in his decree;

and John tells us himſelf, that God would have beeń unjuſt

if he had not done fo. Although no perſon of the Free Grace

party were, as Mr. Sellon charitably ſuppoſes, named in the

purpoſe of God, yet he modestly concludes that thofe of his

own party were expreſsly pointed out by name like fohn, I fup

poſe his modeſty would not fuffer him to ſay Walter. This

concefion, however, I am free to make, that if the whole party

who experimentally believe in abſolute election, were aćtually

pasted by unnamed, that there never was one of them that

charged the Almighty with injuſtice for his neglećt of them,

as John would have done, had he been treated in the fame man

ner. Pred. Calm. Constal. p. 18.

fame

|
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can ! no :

fame fcheme of falvation which would be very

fufficient for the reſpectable Pharifee, will not

by any means reach the cafe of the poor Publi

the Phariiee can repent, believe, and

obey, like Yohn, but the poor Publican can do

nothing but ſin and rebel ; ſo that although fal

vation by Works, may do very well for him who

has ſtore of obedience, it wili leave the poor man

who has no power to work, to periſh in his im

becillity. - , \

But why does not Mr. Sellon and Mr. Weſley

ceaſe from ſpeaking about Free Grace, feeing

that Works is the ſcheme by them adopted? In

the Minutes it is expreſsly declared that, “ Sal

“ vation is by Works as a condition,” and with

great authority it is afked, “ If good works are

“ not done to procure the favour of God, what are

« they done för #” And in the Anſwer to Mr.

Coles we are given to underſtand, that God

would not have chofen even John himſelf, if

John would not have believed, repented, and

obeyed. The clear state of the cafe is concifely

laid down by the Rhemist Annotators on Rom. x.

16. “ We fee then that it is in a man's free will,

“ to believe, or not believe, to obey or diſobey

“ the Goſpel or : truth preached.” Now as John

Weſley, Mr. Sellon, and the Popiſh divines are

in general of opinion that falvation is condi

tional, and dependeth on our faith and obedience,

it is certainly wrong to blind the multitude, by

crying ont “ Free Grace,” when in reality our

own works are intended. It is a point long

fince decided by the Apoſtle Paul, that if falva

tion is at all of Works, as you affert, it cannot

be at all of Grace. Either it is of VVorks or

- Grace.

|

|
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Gracc. You fay it is of Works as the condi

tion. I ſay then with the holy Apoſtle : “ It is

“ no more of Grace.” Why then, Gentlemen,

will you not call things by their own proper

IlalllCS " -

I have not the leaſt objećtion to your obtain

ing falvation by your own repenting, believing,

and obcying, ſteing you dccm yourſelves capable

of it : it is your impofing on the public a jumble

of VVorks and Grace confounded, whilſt falvation

by Works is abſolutely inculcated upon the

preachers in private conference, which I am

offended with. Would you throw off the dif

guife and publickly avow falvation by Works in

plain terms, I ſhould give myſelf no manner of

trouble about confuting you ; but if you will

talk about Grace when Works are intended, fome

pains muſt be taken to clear up the miſtake. -

The following fentence is fomewhat myſte

rious, and muſt be cleared up to fatisfaćtion be

fore it is properly underſtood. “ Although 7ohn’s

“ repentance, faith, and obedience be the reafön

“ why he is elected, yet it is not the cauſe, ( unleſs

“ it be fine qua non, which har nothing to do with

“ efficiency) contribution, or motive to his election

“ upon thoſe terms.”

John’s repentance, faith, and obedience, is the

regfòn, you tay, of his election to eternal life, but

not the cauſe, contribution, or motive of his be

ing chofen upon theſe terms, unleſs it be /îne

qita ron. The precife meaning of which is, if

l underſtand it aright, “ God of his own Free

“ Grace decreed to chooſe all mankind to eter

“ nal life, on condition they would repent, be

“ lieve, and obey.” This is the Free Grace

you!

/*

*
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you mean ; and this an election without repro

bation ; a chooſing where none are left. John’s

perſonal religion is not the cauſe of this General

Eleếtion and Free Grace. Is not this your

meaning ? But his obedience is certainly the

caufe why he is chofen rather than another who

does not repent, believe, and obey like him. So

that though JoHN is not important enough to

have been the cauſe of God’s decree, he is in

faćt the cauſe of his own falvation and accept

ance with God, or in other words, of his own

elećtion.

You know, you admit that John’s repentance,

faith, and obedience, is (fine qua mon) the cauſe

of his perſonal elećtion, and of courſe of his fal

vation, as without theſe he could not have been

at all chofen to eternal life. I ſhould be glad if

in future you would difuſe all ſcraps of Latin,

as they only tend to blind the Reader to your

leading ſcope ; and ſpeak in a tongue known to

the Engliſh Reader, as better adapted to convey

inſtrućtion to the vulgar underſtanding, eſpe

cially as you and I have not the hope of obtaining

many readers of erudition. -

The reſt of the myſtery contained in this

paragraph, I ſhall for the preſent paſs by unno

ticed, that I may have room to note its con

cluding ſentence, which in faćt undoes the wholc

fyſtem : “ The whole of man’s falvation is mat

“ ter of Free Grace, eſpecially as God works in

“ him to will and do.” Fie, fie, Mr. Sellon !

after you had built up fuch a beautiful Babel,

why ſhould you have beat it to ruins by fuch

an ill-judged remark? A remark which will

ftrip your friend JoH N of all the glory we have

been aſcribing to him in the above pages.

- John
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John will repent, believe, and obey, but ít

is God that works in John fo to will, and ſo

to do. Alas ! what then has John more to boaſt

of than thoſe that are damned ? Seeing he had

never willed, never obeyed, if God had not

wrought in him both the one and the other. If

God works in a man to will, he certainly /hall

will. If God works in a man to do, he certainly

fhall obey. God cannot be faid to work in a

man to will, unleſs by the divine influence he ac

tually do vill : nor can he be faid to work in a

man to obey, unleſs he aćtually doth obey. Sup

pofing him to work fome motions tending that

way, and the faid motions by any means be

flifled, it can never be faid that theſe work

ings of God in the heart are both to will and

to do, notwithſtanding the natural tendency of

the motions, feeing they are ſtified before we

either will or do.

If God works in men both to will and do ;

he certainly knew from everlaſting where he

would or would not thus work. Many have

ncither willed nor done, and therefore are caſt

out into darkneſs and perdition, from which one

would be led to conclude, that God never in

tended to work in them both to will and do; or

it would be difficult to ſay what ſhould fruſtrate

his intention. In like manner, faith and repen

tance either are, or are not divine gifts; either

the fruits of nature, or the fruits of the Spirit ;

if the latter, they are not furely at John’s com

mand, and can be no cauſes of his elećtion ; but

if the former, the cafe is quite otherwiſe.

That faith and repentance are both divine

gifts, the Scriptures folemnly testify, Ephe/. ii. 8.

- Paul
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Paul affures us that faith is the gift of God, and

not of ourſelves, on which account it appears

to me that God having given to Žohn that faith,

which he hath not given to others, is more

likely the fruit of elećtion, than its fpring and

cauſe. It being a gift of God, ſhows that it is

not a fruit of nature ; and God, in whoſe mind

no freſh idea can arife, who with one glance of

his all-comprehending eye, furveys all the inci

dents of eternal futurity, muſt needs have been

perfećtly acquainted with his own work, and

where he deſigned to beſtow the future the fav

ing donation. Therefore his purpoſe to beſtow

faith upon 7ohn, or to work in him to repent, be

lieve, and obey, is in all reſpects equivalent to a

decree of abſolute elećtion.

Faith is the gift ofGod in all that it is: not

barely the principle of faith, but its exercife,

continuance, and vićtory. Now God muſt needs

know with the utmoſt preciſion where he would

give, and from whom he would with-hold the

extenſive, the comprehenſive bleffing of believing

to falvation; or, as you expreſs it from our

Apoſtle, where he would work in the foul both

to will and do, and who he would leave to ceafe

from willing, doing and obeying. For this will

ing and doing which is under the influence of

divine operation, cannot eaſily be fixed to any

particular fet ſeaſon or period. If Mr. Weſley

or Mr. Sellon have found out preciſely the pe

riod, will they be pleaſed to oblige the world

with a fuccinćt account of it ; as it may be of

the greateſt ufe in exciting the people to take

particular notice of, and to improve that precious

hour of viſitation. Or can you, Gentlemen,

affign a proper and cogent reaſon, why conti

nuance v

*
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nuance of faith, and its victory, ſhould not be

the gift of God as well as faith itſelf? If you

can, now is your time ; if you cannot, we ſhall

certainly conclude that faith in all that it is, is

the gift of God, and ſo reſolve our perſeverance

in faith into the abſolute fovereign goodneſs of

him, who works all things after the counſel of

his own will.
-

Once more, before I conclude this long letter,

give me leave to recapitulate what has been faid

before, that, in my opinion, Mr. Sellon in his

Defence of the Church of England from the charge

of Calvinifm, was certainly wrong in charging

the members of the Church of Rome as being

in general Predeſtinarians, becauſe Austin, and
Thomas Aquinas who were of that communion,

happened to be of that perfuaſion. Auftin you

know lived near a thouſand years before the Re

formation, and it can fcarcely be ſuppoſed that

the ſtate of the church ſhould continue preciſely

the fame in point of doctrine, from the fixth to

the fifteenth century. In Auſtin’s day the Church

was pure in compariſon of what it was in the

days of Luther and Calvin, and as for the fera

phic Doćtor, he was a rare inſtance indeed. But

to come at the true ſtate of the doćtrine of the

Romiſh Church, we muſt conſult the Rhemiſh

and Doway Divines, and Bellarmine the Jefuit,

Hemengius, Hubert, Puck/ius, and others, who

Wrote againſt the Reformers: then ſhall we

fee that if Austin and Aquinas rank with the

modern Predeſtinarians, you yourſelves, Gentle

men; have the honour of being manifeſted

of the claſs of Anti-reformers in point of doc

trine, in every head that is handled by Eli/ha

- Colef
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Coles. The taſk will, perhaps to you, be fomewhat

unpleaſant ; but trial of ſpirits remains ſtill a

Chriſtian duty, and may profitably be attended

to. May God give ſucceſs in the preſent at

tempt.

I am,

R E V E R END GENT LEMEN,

very reſpećtfully,

Your humble Servant. | | | | | 1
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L E T T E R II,

R E v E R END GENT L EM EN,

Yo muſt not miſtake me, for I never ima

gined that the doćtrine of Abſolute Pre

deſtination of the Elećt to holineſs here, and

glory hereafter could be grateful to the pride of

man: no, Gentlemen, ſo intraćtable is human

pride, that it will neither lead nor drive, unleſs

it may reap fome laurel to its own aſpiring

brow, by fulfilling the conditions which it hath

laid down to itſelf, or fancies that God has laid

down for its performance, in order to procure

his favour *; therefore I am not at all fürpriſed

to fee the fons of Anti-chrift of every name, and

every age militating againſt a doćtrine fo fub

* In the whole world of mankind, notwithstanding the nu

merous fećtaries which abound, there are, properlyfpeaking, but

two religions, the religion of Chriſt, and that of Anti-chrift, or

of the Publican, and of the Pharifee; and theſe two religions

differ as widely from each other as heaven and hell, and are

as striking a contraſt as the charaćters of Chriſt and the Devil.

The religion of Jeſus confiſts in a loft and periſhing finner,

having nothing but wretchedneſs of his own, coming to an all

fufficient Saviour for pardon, acceptance, and a full falvation, .

merely on the footing of Sovereign Grace. On the other hand,

the religion of pride, or of Anti-chrift, confists in a bringing to

God the tithes of annife, mint, and cummin, or its propoſed

conditions of which it vaunts. This is preciſely the difference

between Mr. Weſley’s religion, and that of Eliſha Coles.

verſive

|
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verſive of human virtue, and natural religion, fo

mortifying to the felf-righteous devotee, caſhier

ed upon all hands, by men of felf-eſtimation.

For as Jeſus himſelf is a Saviour only to finners,,

fo his religion is fuitable only to the ungodly, to

the blind and lame, to the halt and maimed, to

them who work not, being without ſtrength,

and only believe in him who juſtifies the ungodly.

To them indeed, and only to them, it is an

acceptable ſaying, “ That whom he predeſtina

“ ted, them he alſo called; whom he called,

“ them he alfo juſtified; and whom he juſtified,

“ them he alſo glorified.” They find that it is

not in man that walketh to direćt his ſteps, and

therefore rejoice that all their goings, in the di

vine life, are eſtabliſhed by the Lord. They have

undergone a painful amputation of the working

hand, and from a fenfe, and only from a fenfe,

of their own entire helpleffneſs, are glad to hear

of a finiſhed, independant falvation, perfećtly a

dapted to their circumſtances. Their principal

care is not how the Almighty God will juſtify

himſelf to man, and vindicate his conduct in

judging of the world; but finding themſelves

miferable and ungodly, guilty rebels, and in

themſelves damned criminals, how they them

felves ſhall be juſtified with him, and be admit

ted to ſtand forever in his preſence. And as

they can fee no way in which theſe bleffings can

be obtained, but by a being held juſt through

the obedience of another, and having falvation

wrought in them in all its ſtages, by the good

fpirit of the Lord, they are made willing to fub

mit to a falvation which is divinely fovereign,

and abſolutely independant of all creature co

operation, willing, or doing whatſoever. N
O1"
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Nor ought this, their entire helpleffneſs, their

lying at the feet of Jeſus in that helpleſs condi

tion, and their earneſt longings to be faved in

dependant of all works or endeavours of their

own, to be offenſive to thoſe who have a power

to will and do ; or who can faithfully improve

that power which God hath given to them, in

his firſt motions upon their ſpirits. A poor

wretched finner like me, who can neither will

nor do the good pleaſure of God; who cannot

improve the grace of God in any fenfe; who in

deed can do nothing but fin, may be allowed to

truſt in abſolute grace, without exciting the in

dignation of thoſe good people, who can and do

fulfil conditions. If you think that you can be

faved by fulfilling conditions, and if I am certain

that I muſt be damned if my falvation depends in

the leaft upon any the flighteſt conditions by me

to be fulfilled; have not I as good a right to wiſh

for falvation by grace alone, as you have to truſt

for a falvation partly by grace, and partly by

works of righteoufneſs of your own performing.

ff an håle and aćtive Pharifee, ſhould happen to

come paſt, where a poor unhappy traveller lay,

by thieves plundered of his all, and fo maimed

and bruiſed that he can neither run nor walk,

nor in the leaſt move without help, would it

not be prepoſterous and abfurd to upbraid the

poor man for riding on the good Samaritan’s

horfe. Let him who can do what God is faid

to require, as conditions of falvation, perform

them all, and exert himſelf to the utmoſt; only

let him not be offended with a poor finner that

can do nothing, for gladly receiving every office

of kindneſs at the hand of the Friend of finners.

There
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There is yet another thing that we điffer not

a little in. Your main care ſeems to be about

your fellow-creatures, leaft it ſhould be thought

that the Almighty does not give to every man a

fair chance for his life. You are even pleaſed to

take the poor Pagans under your protećtion ; as

as if the holy God did not know how to do that

which is right concerning them, without the in

terference of Chriſtians. I muſt freely confefs to

you, that when my wounds pain me moſt, and I

feel my bruiſes moſt fenſibly, that my firſt cares

are about myſelf, what ſhall become of me : how

I may glorify the Redeemer here, and enjoy him

hereafter. As to the condućt of God towards

the Pagan nations, and the reſt of the unconver

ted world, it gives me no uneafineſs : nor can I

think that I am called to be hisadvocateany farther

than he has made me his counſellor. One thing

he hath indeed taught me, and that is, to know

“ That ſecret things belong unto the Lord.”

And I reſt perfećtly fatisfied, that our God, whoſe

Hove, whoſe purpoſes are like himſelf, immut

able, when he is called to Mr. Weſley’s and Mr.

Sellon’s bar, will be able to juſtify all his pro

ceedings; and that the arraignment of his de

cree as horrible, will not be numbered amongſt

your works of merit, by which you procure (as

Mr. Weſley fays) the divine favour.

Hạving juſt mentioned the Pagan nations, I

would obferve concerning them, that although I

dare not meddle with their eternal ſtate, becauſe

I am unacquainted with it, I cannot well avoid .

taking notice of that invincible obſtacle to their

falvation, which the Rev. Mr. J. VVeſley has

thrown in the way. Dialogue between a Prédesti

marian and his Friend, p. 7. “ As we are faved

- “ by
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“ by faith alone, fo unbelief is the only damning

“ fin.” I am wont to think that every fin in its

own nature is damning, becauſe the ſcripture has

denounced the curfe againſt every breach of the

moral law. But if unbelief is a damning fin, and

the only damning fin, the poor Pagans are in a

deplorable fituation, unleſs Mr. Weſley could

indeed prove, that they are believers. . Either

they are believers or unbelievers. If they are

believers, they muſt have heard the Goſpel of

Jeſus : for how “ /hall they believe unleſs they

“ have heard # ” If they have not heard, then

have they not faith, and fo are under the power.

of unbelief, the only damning fin, and of courſe

muſt all be damned, according to Mr. VVeſley.

Fie upon this want of charity; it is abſolute

Popery. This is no random daſh of Mr. VVeſley’s

pen; for he teils us in another Traćt *, that

“ thoſe who peri/h, are damned för not believing in

“ the only begotten Son of God ; thereföre he must

“ have died for them, el/e they would be damned

“ för not believing a lie.” Admitting that Chriſt

died for all the Pagans, and that the terms of fal

vation are believing and obeying ; that hearing

is requiſite in order to believing, and that all are

unbelievers who believe not, and as fuch muſt

periſh ; the death of Chriſt, according to this

wife man, leaves the poor Pagans in circumftan

ces as deplorable as if he had not at all died for

their redemption. -

But I had almoſt forgot my leading deſign,

which is to ſhew you the harmony of your wri-

tings, and thoſe of the Roman Fathers, concern

ing the doćtrine of Election; and that although

* Scripture Doćtrine of Abſolute Predestination, P. I 3-

Mr.
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Mr.Coles's practical diſcourſe on God's Sovereign

ty, is countenanced by Scripture, and by the con

feſſions of every reformed church, it hath not the

leaſt countenance from writers on your fide of

the queſtion, either in the Engliſh or Romiſh

Church ; and that all the enemies of the Refor

mation were as violent enemies as you can be

to abſolute unconditional Elećtion.

The Engliſh Proteſtant Reader cannot well a

void being agreeably ſtruck, with the perfećt

agreement of your reafoning with that of the

Papiſts, a ſpecimen of which I purpoſe now to

give him. - A

In Predeſtination calmly Confidered, page 23,

Mr. Weſley fays, “ How /hall God in justice judge

“ the world, if there be any decree of reprobation ?

“ For what ſhould thoſe on the left hand be condem

“ ned For their having done evil # They could

“ not help it. There never was a time on which

“ they could help it. Shall he then condemn them

“for what they could not help # &c. &c.”

His Grace, Cardinal Bellarmine, the Jefuit, is alſo

of the fame opinion, and condeſcendingly enough

fuppoſes, that “ if man had not free will, there

“ would be no place left for reward or puni/hment :

“ för if a man do evil of neceffity, he defèrveth no

“ puniſhment ; and if he do well unwillingly, he

“ is unworthy of reward*.” Mr. Weſley’s fenfe

is one with the Cardinal, only not quite fo expli

cit: we ſhall, therefore, make the one to explain

the other. “ How ſhall God judge the world ? ”

fays Mr. Weſley ; “ Seeing there can be neither

“ reward nor puniſhment,” ſays Cardinal Bellar

mine. “ Thoſe on the lefthand never could help

* Willet's Synop. p. 949.

F - “ doing
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“ doing evil,” ſays Mr. JVestey. “ Doing evil of

“ necestity,” fays the Cardinal, “ they deferve no

“ punistiment for it.” So that never did two

gamblers play into each others hands with more

exactneſs, than does Cardinal Bellarmine and the

Rev. Mr. John Weſley.

To be fure Eliſha Coles was of opinion, that

God might do what he would with his own, and

might have proceeded with all men, upon an old

covenant foundation, if he had ſeen meet, and

fo to have held the breakers of his laws eternally

accurſed. Eliſha cannot fee wherein there would

any injuſtice have appeared, even if the firſt fen

tence againſt fin had bcen executed with the utmoſt

rigour, without any promife of life having been at

all given. Life is a gift ; and that can with no

propriety be a gift, which cannot be righteouſly

with-held, if meet unto the giver. Yet, if Mr.

VVeſley is to be believed, God could not have been

just, without giving this life to every child of

Adam ; ſo, at leaft, that all might have obtained

it if they would. He fays, “ But God might

“justly have paffed by all men. Are you fure of

“ that ? JWhere is it written ? I cannot find it in

“ the word of God. Therefore I reject it as a bold,

“ precarious affertion, un/upported by holy Scrip

“ ture.” Then he makes his opponent to objećt

to him, “ But you know in your own conſcience, that

“ hemight justly have paffed. To which he himſelf

anſwers, “ I deny it *.” Bút for my own part,

I very freely confeſs, that whatever injuſtice

there might have been in God, in paffing by the

Rev. Mr. J. weſley, there would have been

none in paíſing by me. *

* Predeſtination calmly Confidered, p. 18.

God
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God would have remained inviolably juſt, if I

had never heard of his grace ; notwithſtanding

this important Clergyman has a claim thereunto;

and daringly chargeth God with cruelty, on ſup

poſition that he had been paſt by, and not chofen.

Nor can I fee wherein the injuſtice of God

would have appeared, had he even cut down re

bellious and perfidious man, on his commencing

finner, and plunged him and all his poſterity in

to that ruin, implied in the death threatened,

without ever promifing, or giving a Saviour.

And fo contracted has been my reading, or fo

treacherous my memory, that I do not recollećt

any one perſon, befides the Rev. Mr. Weſley,

who conſiders God as having been bound in point

of juſtice, to do what he did in providing a Sa

viour. - How important muſt that man be, whom

God could not with juſtice have paffed by ?

Strange doćtrine indeed, to be inculcated in a

Proteſtant nation, by a member of the eſtabliſhed

Church ofEngland!“And ſtrangely deluded people,

who crowd to hear a publiſher offuch blaſphémy !

I meet with nothing equal to this arrogance in

the writings of even abfurd Papiſts, though in

every other reſpećt, their doćtrines are preciſely

thefame with yourown, asthefequel will diſcover.

God created man in a pure and upright condi

tion, . perfećtly able to fulfil that law he was plea

fed to give him, upon obedience to which his alt

depended. Man finned, rebelled againſt his law

giver, and became liable to the penalty of the

law : how could grace become neceffary on

God's part ? might not the lawgiver, in the

stricteſt juſtice, execute the fentence denounced,

Without impeachment at the creature's bar.
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As another instance of Mr. John Weſley's im

portance, and which fets his doctrine in a clear

point of view, be pleaſed to perufe with me the

following paflage * : “ Obedience is the cauſe of my

“ Election, love the caufe of my obedience, faith the

“ cauſe of my love, the Goſpel of my faith, Christ’s

“ death the cauſe of the Goſpel, Goa’s leve and pity

“ the caust of Christ’s death.” From which un

common ítrain of reaſoning, this Au hor not only

gives the lie to Ephef. ii. 8, but convinceth us,

that his dependance for acceptance is not upon

the mcrit of Jeſus, but upon his own faith, love,

and obedience. Not but you, Gentlcmen, have a

right to depend upon your own obedience, feeing

it is deemed fo exalted : but if Mr. Weſley and

Mr. Sellon, are determined to plunge themſelves

into the ditch, it would be but candid in them,

to permit poor finners, whoſe righteoufneffes are

but as filthy rags, even in their own eyes, to

place their dependance on the bloodand righteouf

nefs of Jeſus of Nazareth, that they may eſcape

the ditch of deſtrućtion. Yet this muſt not be

permitted, as appears from the inſtrućtions given

to Mr. VVeſley's miſſionaries, who as implicitly

fubmit to his direćtions, as the Jefuits do to the

general of their order. Be pleaſed to review

the Minutes of the Conference of 177o, at Briſtol.

“ Is not this falvation by Works #” Anſw. “ Not by

“ the merit of Works, but by Works as a condition.”

It feems that we are not quite ripe for embracing

Mr. Weſley’s doétrine of falvation by the merit

of Works, therefore it is gloffed over with the

word condition ; whereas it is clear from what

follows, that it is the merit of Works which is

intended. -

* Scripture DoStrine of abſolute Predestination, p. 6.

4% li hafi
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“ What have ve then been diſputing about for

“ thirty years past # I am afraid about words.

“ As to merit itfelf, ofwhich we have been fö dread

“ fully afraid, we are rewarded according to our

“ Works, yea, becauſe of our Works *. How does

“ this differ from “for the fake of our l/orks #”

“ And how does this differ from fecundum merita

“ Operum, as our Works deſerve # Can you ſplit

“ this hair ? A doubt I cannot.–We are every hour

“ and every moment pleaſing or diſplea/îng to God

“ according to our Works.” -

Lay your hand upon your hearts, Gentlemen,

and aſk your own conſciences, whether this be

not the language of Anti-chrift, and whether

any miſſionary from Italy could better have ex

preſſed the fenfe of the Popiſh Fathers ? Thoſe

infallible teachers infift on the neceſfity of Good

Works, as joined with faith, to be the efficient

cauſes of our falvation, which is preciſely the

fame with what Mr. Weſley maintains when he

tells us, that his obedience was the caufe of his

elećtion. Bellarmine, the ỹefuit, on Juſtification,

* The Minutes of the Conferences are not to be had for

love nor money, by any perfon whatever of a different com

munion, not even by any of his own followers, except by the

preachers, and fome few who bear office among them. Does

not this argue a conſciouſneſs of fomething being in view be

befides the promulgation of truth ? Is truth ever afhamed

to ſhow her face before the public ? hidden works are

rarely honeſt : Yet Mr. Weſley thus addrefieth his preachers

affembled in Conference: “ Count Zinzendorf loved to keep all

“ things cloſe; I love to do all things openly.” Now, if he

loves to do all things openly, let him affign a reafon why the

Minutes of Conference are kept fuch a profound fecret?

Words are but wind, ’tis aćtions ſhow the man.

--

has

-
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has this argument : “ JWork out your own falva

“ tion with fear and trembling. Our light offlic

“ tions cat/eth unto us a more excellent weight of

“ g/cry. Ergo, our H crks and Sufferingr are the

“ cage of /nization”, of which you know that

Election is the firſt link, according to your own

iron chain above referred to. So that if Mr.

Shirley, Mr. Toplady, and others, were aiarmed

at your Minutes, you have abundantly compen

fated their pain, by revealing to which church

you belong. A

Mr. Sc}lon to the dead Eliſha Coles, is ex

tremely full of faith and obedience foreſeen, as

the ground of eternal Election, which brings to

my mind a very pertinent argument uſed by his

Eminence the Jefuit, entirely to your purpoſe :

“ iz as not Airaham our father justified through his

• IWorks # Likewife was Rahab the harlot justified

“ ihroi, '; }//crks & Ergo, we are justified by

“ Ji Works.” It is true, the Cardinal does not

*

fi lit that hair, in diftinguiſhing between the me

1 it of V, orks, and Works as a condition ; that

taſk was left for Mr. Weſley, who, notwith

ftanding, profeffeth that he cannot ſplit it even.

Howęver, it is clear that both Bellarmine and

you contradiát the Apoſtle Paul, who fays ex

preſsly : “ That it is not of Works, left any man

“ ſhould boaſt;” which the Rhemiſts thus ex

plain : “ Not of Works as thine of thyfelf be

“ ing unto thee, but as thoſe in which God hath

“ made, formed, or created thee.” Which I

fuppoſe muſt mean, not thoſe Works performed

under the influence of mere nature, but fuch as

are performed by the aids of Grace, as Mr. Sel

* lon
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lon tells us * : “ Noah under the aids of Crace fet

“ himſelf to walk with God ;” and ſo became

elected and juſtified.

This Gentleman farther tells us + : “ That

“ contradićtion in a Calviniſt is no uncommon

“ thing.” It was well for Mr. Sellon that Mr.

Coles’s head was laid in the duft, before he pre

fented him with fo many challenges; but I am

able to prove, from good and authentic teſtimony,

that the Calvinifts have not engroſſed the fole

right and practice of felf-contradiction to them

felves. I have ſhewn that the Rev. Mr. John

Weſley eſtabliſheth with Bellarmine, and the

mother Church of Rome t, Salvation by Works ;
but

* Page 56. † Page 75.

į Within theſe few days I have been credibly informed, that

fince the late indulgence granted by Government to the Papists,

their chapels in Mancheſter, and other parts of Lancaſhire,

have been very much crowded ; and what is very remarkable,

numbers of Mr. Weſley’s followers in thoſe parts flock to their

aſſemblies. This attachment of the Weſleyans to the Popiſh

worſhip, can arife from nothing but the ON ENEss of the

doćtrine publiſhed in Mr. Weiley's and in the Popiſh chapels.

As a ſpecimen of the fpirit of Lancaſhire Papists, I may re

late a circumſtance in which the Author himſelf was perſonally

concerned. Engaged on a certain time in a diſpute with a

Lancaſhire gentleman of the name of SLACK, on the article of

Tranſubstantiation, and having both Scripture and reaſon on

my fide, found it no great difficulty to and confound the

adverſary, which having done, the abſurd doćtrine of a breaden

God, made by the baker and the parfon, was held up in a ri

diculous point of view, which fo irritated the Papiſt, that he

ítarted up in a rage, and faid, “ Sir, IJhould rejoice to ſee you,

“ and all /uch Heretics as you are, burned at a stake.” So fay

ing, he flung himſelf out of the room, as if all the company had

been none other than furies of the pit. So much for the ſpirit

of Popery; and which convinces me, that the religion of
Rome

*
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but his note on Epheſ. ii. 9. abſolutely gives the

lic to his Minutes, and is downright Calviniſm :

“ Not of Works.” “ Neither this faith, nor

“ this falvation is owing to any works you ever did,

“ will, or can do.” So that it is plain, he is fub

jeét to Calviniſtic fits upon certain occaſions.

Yet, I muſt own, that it is not very eaſy to ac

count for it, how the fame man can tell us: “ that

“ his own obedience was the cauſe of his elec

“ tion ;” and then to tell others, that no Works

which they ever did, will, or can do, can be the

cauſe of their elećtion and falvation, without

fuppofing that he conſiders his own obedience

as much more meritorious than that of other

IllCIl.

Mr. Sellon upon the aricle of Elećtion tells

us, that : “ Man (I ſuppoſe he means all men in

general) is elected to eternal lifè, but upon condition

“ only, that he gives all diligence to make his calling

“ and eleciion fure.” But how this is to be done,

may be to fome, in his fenfe of it, a very difficult

inquiry ; only as his friend Bellarmine has point

ed out the way, namely, by Good Works. The

Rhemiſh Annotators are very explicit in their

note on this paffage of 2 Peter i. Io. to which

the Jefuit alludes. They frankly tell us * :

“ That the certainty and effect of Predestination,

“ is procured by the Free Hill and Good Works of

“ man, and that our well-doing is a means för us

“ to attain to the effect of God's Predestination, that

“ is, Jay they, to lifè everlasting.” Mr. Weſley in

Rome breathes ſtill the fame ſpirit ofintolerance and perſecution,

which found policy will ever think right to confine within due

limits. - -

- * Rhem, in Loc.

this,
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this, is as the echo to the Rhemiſh voice, for | |

he tells us that the fenfe is, “ An exhortation to | | | | |

“ us to be more diligent by courage, knowledge, tem- | | |

“ perance, &c. to make our calling and election

“ firm *.” - -

This brings to my remembrance the thirty- |

fourth Minute of Conference 177o, where the |

chairman, after having reflećted very feafonably,

“ that the Methodiíts are no better than other ! | |

“ people ;” zealouſly interrogates his miſſiona- |

ries: “ But why are we not more knowing ?” , !

Anf. “ Becauſe we are idle ; we forget the very

“ firſt Rule (which I gave you). Be diligent : |

“ never be unemployed a moment : never be

“ triflingly employed,” & c. which muſt be allow- | | |

ed upon all hands to be a very good rule, ill fuited | | ||

to the tafte of church dignitaries. But the

means of attaining knowledge muſt not be totally - *

neglećted, as it muſt needs be owned that Mr. |

Weſley's focieties are ſufficiently ignorant. “ I

“ deſire that the ſocieties may provide the |

“ CH R 1 s T I AN † LI B R A R Y for the uſe of the - |

|

|

“ miniſter.” Which is not only a very good

way for promoting the fale of the books, but

may probably incline fome of the miſſionaries

to ſeek after the originals.

I hope, Gentlemen, you will not think that

here I write unfairly, in mentioning the name

of miſſionaries, and the fale of the books. In re

gard to the former, Mr. Weſley himſelf ſhall be

- * Weſley in Loc.

+ The Chriſtian Library confiſts of fifty volumes of Extracta

from reputable authors, but in which, for the moſt part, they

are made to ſpeak the language of the Foundry.^

G iny
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my voucher * : “Why are we not all devoted to

“ God, breathing the whole ſpirit of the M1 s

“ s roNA R 1 Es ?” ſo that it is clear, that Gentle

man glories in the name ofMiſſionary. To come at

fome knowledge of the whole ſpirit of the Miſiion

aries, it will be neceffary to attend a little to

the questions immediately following : R. “ Do

“ you rife at four ? Do you faſt once a week ?

“ Once a month ? Do you know the obligation

“ or benefit of it ? Do you recommend it to

** others ?” - -

In rcgard to the fecond, namely, mentioning

the fale of the books written by Mr. Weſley ; I

may call on the fame authority, Minute, xxxvii.

p. 25. “ It is the buſineſs of affiſtants to take

“ care that the focieties be duly fupplied with

“ books, and that the money for them be con

“ stantly returned. To ſee that every fociety

“ have a private room, and a fet of the library

“ for the helper.” -

“ The ſocieties are not half ſupplied with

“ books through the neglećt of the affiſtant.

“ Why ſhould not each of you do like William

“ Pennington,carrybooks with you every round +?

“ Exert yourſelves in this; be not afhamed.

“ Be not weary.

“ You have not provided the library in every

“ ſociety;–for want of this many read traſh.-–

Leave no ítone unturned.-–

* Minutes, p. 2;. quest. 35.

† It ſeems William Pennington is not only a preacher to

Mr. Weſley's mind, but is alſo a travelling bookfeller; as the.

holy fathers, the fons of Loyola, are not only the profeſſed am

baffadors of Chriſt, but to fuit the purpoſes of the congregation,

de propaganda fide, are encouraged to carry on all manner of

ufineſs.

6% Tilf
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“ Till this can be done, let there be immedi

“ ately in every place at leaſt the Notes (or the

“ Bible) and the Tract on Oirginal Sin.”

Again, to fhew the excellency of Mr. Weſley's

writings above all others, mark p. 31. of the faid

Minutes : “ Read the Scriptures with our noter.”

Perhaps you think it dangerous to read the

Scriptures without *. “ Is it wife to read any

“ till you have read our Traćts and Chriſtian

“ Library ?” The fure way to keep them igno

rant and teachable. It is fomewhat unaccount

able how the Chriſtian world ſubſiſted before

your Traćts were written, feeing it is thought

folly to read any other; eſpecially as fome people

think that Jeſus Chriſt was not without witneffes,

even before you aroſe as Maſters in our Britiſh

Iſrael.

Having thus let in a gleam of light upon your

Arcanum, and claffed you with your proper com

pany, I take my leave, and am,

a*"

R E v E R END GENT LEMEN,

Your humble Servant.

* Why this injunćtion, if the Scriptures are not dangerous,

feeing Notes incomparably more valuable are abroad in the lite

rary world ?

T H E E N D,

G 2
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