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PRETFA C E

‘ﬂ JHEN I tell the world the various occafions of writing thefe papers which
are here colleéted, my defign is rather to gratify the curiofit OF my readers,
than to add any particular illuftrations to the fubjeéts here treated of.

The firft of thefe effays, viz. ¢ On the perpetuity of thefabbath, and the obfer-
vation of the Lord’s day,” owes it’s rife to a pratical difcourfe on that fubject, which
is printed among the fermons preached at Berry-fireet, in the year 1733. While I
was compofing it, my thoughts were drawn out too largely in the argumentative
part, which I therefore cut off and laid afide, referving it for fome other opportunity
of publication.

Since that time I had occafion to review this difcourfe, and though I think the
fcheme there propofed to be juft and right, yet if there be any weaknefs in any of the
diftin& parts of it, Ipointed them out in the fecond appendix; and if they fhould
upon the ftricteft examination prove infufficient to fupport my conclufions, 1 there
take the freedom to inform the world, what would be my fuccedaneous fentiments
on this theme. But ftill I cannot butconclude that the great expediency of a fabbath
through all ages of mankind, comes very near to a neceffity : And if the obfervation
of a Lord’s-day be not directly an inftirution of Cbrif,yetit comes as near as pofiible,
that is, the diretion and example of the apoftles.

¢ The fecond eflay on the hour of the day for the adminiftration of the Lord’s-fup-
per,” arofe from the fcruples of a pious foul now with God, who found fome un-

eafinefs of confcience about receiving the holy communion at noon, according to the

cuftom of many churches. This was writtenabout the year 1710.

¢« The third difcourfe was a fermon preached on Thur/day the 20th of Oftober,

1737. at the opening of a new meeting—ll)\oufe, built near #Wapping, by the congre-

gation under the paftoral careof my worthy and efteemedfriend Mr.Davip JenniNGs ;™
and when I tranfcribed it in order to be publithed at the earneft requeft of many of
m);l friends, it received a confiderable enlargement both in the doctrinal and the prac-
tical part.

The fourth arofe from my own meditations and anxious enquiries, < Why the
forms and rites of all the jewi/b worfhip were much more exaétly prefcribed by Mofes
to the Fews, than the forms of worfhipping in chriftian affemblies feem to be prefcri-
bed by Cbrift, or his apoftles?” This has lain by me near 30 years, according to my
beft remembrance. .

The laft differtation, viz. ¢ On the difference between the vifible and invifible
church, and the diftinét holinefs of the jewi/h church and the chriftian, written in

Vor. IL - Ece the
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the year 1732, took it’s rife from a growing opinion which I found in the world,
viz. that the language of the prophets, both in divine threatenings and promifes, ad-
drefled to [frael and Sion, muft be extended no further than the jewi/s church; and
that the difcourfes of the apoftles to the converted gentile churches concerning their
former ftate, refer only to the idolatrous heathens; and that fome of the duties pre-
fcribed to them with fuch earneftnefs, particularly that of faith in Chriff, muft almoft
intirely be conftrued to the ufe of thofe primitive converts from fuperftition and ido-
latry. Now if thefe opinions prevail, the writings of the prophets and apoftles will
feem to me to be too much impoverifhed and curtailed, and a great part of the ad-
vantage of thefe writings, both of the prophets and the apofties, will be cut off from
chriftians in the prefent age, becaufe they never were of the feed of Ifrael, nor have
ever been idolatrous heathens; or utterly ignorant of the true God, and Chrift Yefus
his fon.

The confideration of the holinefs of places of worfhip in my late fermon being
urged to the prefs, inclined me to review many of my manulcripts, and to take
thefe papers out of them which had any cognation or affinity to the fame fubjeét,
viz. ¢ The holinefs of times, places, or people, and to publith them together under
this title. : , :

If my meditations on any of thefe arguments fhall fo far find acceptance with my
readers, as to lead them into any clearer ideas of fome parts of our common chriftia-
nity, let every ‘degree, of knowledge awaken fome thankfulnefs to God, and fome
bappy improvement in the chriftian life. o

- Newington, . . , .
May 4, 1738 1L Warrs.
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DISCOURSE L
The perpetuity of a fabbath, and the obfervation of the. Lords-day.

Y T is an unhappy thing indeed, that that very day, which .God originally defigned
for a facred reft here on earth, and appointed it to be a pledge and emblem of
eternal reft in heaven, fhould become a matter of noify difpute and contention

in his church; but God hath feen fit to exercife our faith and patience with fome

darkneffes and difficulties even in his own worfhipin this world, that we may breathe
and long after liglt and glory of the future ftate, with that more perfect reft, and
more exalted worfhip, which is enjoyed and practifed in the world above. =
Several of the controverfies which have rifen, with regard to the fabbath, whether
Jjewifb or chriftian, and the holinefs of it, though they are not of the higheft impor-
tance among the do€rines and duties of chriftianity, yet neither. are they mean
and trifling; for as we ought not to releafe the fouls and confciences of men from
any of the obligations which God and Cérift have laid on.them; fo neither fhould we
lay any yokes on the necks of difciples, from which Chrjf hath releafed them. How-
ever, fince there feems to have been one day in feven appointed for reft from labour,
or feparated for divine worfhip, from the beginning of the world, through every
difpenfation of God to men, I cannot but think there is fomething of a moral nature
in it; and on this account, I fuppofe God was pleafed to begin afabbath, as foon as

he had made a creature who could obferve it, and that he defigned there fhould be a

fabbath as long as that creature continued on earth, Gen. ii. 2. God refted on the fe-

venth day from all his work, which he had ‘made, and God blefled the feventh day,

and fanétified it, or pronounced it holy.” .

- But that we may go on in a regular train of argument, and yet be as brief as pof-

fible, I fhall fum up my beft thoughts on this fubject, in the following propofitions.

Prorosition I. ¢ Though man be placed on the earth for labour, or bufinefs in
this life; yet he -ought fometimes to.enjoy reft from his earthly labours, and fome-

‘time pay worfhip'to the God of heaven:”  Both thefe are taught.us by the light of

reafon. There will:be fome. feafons wherein the animal nature of .man and beaft re-
quire fome reft from their toil; 'and that befides the mere fleep of the night. Con-

~ ftant and unceafing toil ‘and ‘labour, from morning to evening, throughout our

whole life, would wear.out natures made of fleth and bloud too faft, and this .would
e Eee2 not
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not be dealing well with our bodies, our fervants, or our cattle. There muft be
fome feafons alfo, wherein God our creator muft have worfhip paid him by his
creature man; and as he is a creature made for fociety, he ought to acknowledge
God in focieties, and to pay him fome public worfhip ; and there muft be fome cer-
tain times appointed for this purpofe. - This alfo the light of reafon requires.

Let it beogfervcd further, there is fome natural connexion between thefe two, viz.
reft and worfhip; for when man is at reft from his own labours, he is more at leifure
for religion, .and the fervice of God: And when he performs worfhip to God, he
muft reft from his common labours. A vigorous employment of the head and
hands, in the works of the natural life, is not confiftent at the fame time with fuch de-
votion as God requires of men, either in publicor private, which I fhall have occafion
to mention again before I conclude. :

Prorosition II. ¢ The light of nature and reafon doth not evidently teach us what
part of time, or how much fhould be devoted to bodily reft, and to divine worfhip.”
Can we abfolutely determine, whether fome part of every day is fufficient and moft
proper for both thefe purpofes, or whether we fhould feparate on this account one
whole day out of five or ten, feven or feventeen? Who can affign the juft medium
. between too much and too little? Human prudence indeed, and common experience

will teach us in the main, that fince focial or public worfhip fhould be performed to
'God by many perfons, or families at once, it feems to be more convenient thata whole
day fhould be feparated now and then, rather than to make perpetual interruptions
of the bufinefs of life, by feparating a fmall part of every day for this purpofe; and
prudence will alfo teach us, that this whole day fhould be publicly known and ap-
pointed, at leaft by confent, and common agreement. But there would be endlefs
differences of opinion what day this fhould be, and how often it fhould return, if it
were left merely to the fancies, conveniencies, and agreements of men. Some of a
covetous and cruel temper would fcarce allow one day in twenty for reft to their fer-
vants or cattle: fome have fo little love to religion, that they would think one in
forty enough for God. Others of a different make would perhaps incline to one day
in four or five: And thus there would be probably a continual confufion in this
matter, and neither the feafons of reft, nor of worfhip, well proportioned to the days
of labour.
. ProposiTion. III. ¢ To guard againft all thofe inconveniences, as foon as God
had made man, and fet him to labour in the garden of Eden, he appointed him one
day in feven to be a day of reft fromlabour, and alfo a feafon of religion and worthip,”
Gen. ii. 3. ““God blefled the feventh day, and fanétified it, becaufe that in it God reft-
ed from his works.” This fecured our firft parents from any doubts of this kind;
and had this been faithfully obferved by their pofterity, it would have maintained la-
bour and reft, bufinefs and worthip, in their due proportions, and have fecured
mankind alfo from many doubts and contentions on this fubjeét. .
" Reafon teaches us to reft, and to worthip; and though we cannot determine, with
any certainty, by our reafonings, the precife quantity of time which is neceflary to
relieve animal nature by reft, after it’s labours, nor can we tell which is a juft pro-
portion of time to be afligned to God, and employed for worfhip and holy purpofes;
yet God in his infinite wifdom well knew the nature and relations of things, all the
neceflities of our animal natures, and the duesof his worthip, and by the fame wif-
dom he has ordained one day in feven for both thefe. And I am perfuaded there is
fomething perfectly proper, juit and reafonable in the very nature of things in the ap-
pointment of this proportion of time, viz. one day in feven, for religious worthip,
a8
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as well as for bodily reft, which divine reafon fees plainly, and becaufe man’s reafon
cannot find it out, God has revealed it to him from the beginning of the world.
Reafon teaches us to honour our parents; but which are our parents, muft be told
us by men, before we can honour them. It is a moral law, yet we need information
of the object before the law can be obeyed: So it is with the fabbath. '

The chief thing exprefsly mentioned in the inftitution of the fabbath, isa day of
reft from the common labours and bufinefles of life; and by comparing this with
other texts of the old and new teftament, it feems to be defigned for thefe feveral
ends. :
1. Togive our natures proper refrefhment, as well as to relieve the cattle from.
their toils, which could not well bear inceffant labour.

2. To imitate the great God our maker, who, after fix days fpent in creating the
world, refted from his work on the feventh, and is reprefented as furveying the
‘works of his hand, and pronouncing them good. And as man was made in the -
image of his maker, fo he was appointed to aét like him in this refpe, that is, to
reft from his labours, and fpend that time in contemplating, and honouring his
creator.

3. To preferve a lafting remembrance of the creation of the world in fix days
among the following generations of men, and hereby fecure mankind againft idola-
try, or forgetting the true God who made the world.

4. To be a token and pledge to 4dam, of the ftate of peace and reft which God
would give him, after he had fulfilled his labour of perfect obedience in a ftate of
innocence. ButI add alfo

5. That fince this day was fantified, or made holy, and was bleffed of
God in it’s firft appointment to Adam, as appears from that text, it intimates
to us, that the day fhould not be devoted intirely to floth and idlenefs, but
fhould be employed in fome holy exercifes, fome performances of divine worfhip,
and alfo a divine encouragement to expect and hope that the great God might blefs .
his creatures with peculiar bleffings at that time, or make it a blefled day to them.

Both thefe appointments of a feventh day for reft, and for worthip, fince the
light of nature could not determine them, are here mentioned as appointed by God
himfelf, and -built on God’s own refting the feventh day from his own work, which .
he had created. And what fitter time could there be for 4dam and Eve, juft created, .
to celebrate the praifes of their maker for his works, than while God is reprefented
as reviewing his own works with a peculiar approbation and delight; when the morn-
ing ftars of heaven fang together on this celeftial feftival, and all the fons of God on:
high fhouted for joy, as it is exprefled in Fob xxxviii. 7. How proper was.it for
Ajam, the fon of God below, to join with this holy choir in his creator’s praife? -

I have obferved that this appointment of the fabbath, or one day in feven for reft; .
-and for worfhip, might be a fort of moral * command, ri from the order of -
things, and the natural relation of fuch crearures to a God, of fix days labourto .
one day’s reft, and fo a natural and perpetual duty, though it is:here expreffed only
as derived from the revelation, or difcovery of God’s refting day, and as a pofitive -
inftitution. -

Nor are thefe two things at all inconfiftent ; for there are other duties which are ac- -
knowledged to belong to the order and law of nature, and are of a moral kind, though .

® Note, the word moral is ufed here in a larger fenfe, than when it fignifies only what the light of reas
fon can find out. If the term offend, I do not infift onit.
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it would be very hard for every man to have found them out by mere reafon ; and
therefore they were kindly revealed and prefcribed to man at firft, and that in a way
of correfpondence with fome tranfactions of God in his creation of the world. So
the law of monogamy, or taking but one wife, is argued by the prophet Malachi, be-
caufe God made but one woman for one man at firft, Mal. ii. 14, 15. So the pre-
eminence, or headthip of the man above the woman, the inftitution of marriage,
and the various fuitable duties required on both fides, are laid on this toot, viz. becaufe
God made man before he made the woman, becaufe he made the woman for the man,
and formed the woman out of the fleth and bone of the man, fee Gen. ii. 23, 24. 1 Cor.
xi. 3,8,9. 1 Tim. ii. 12, 13. Matth. xix. 5. and yet all thefe things feem to be moral
and perpetual : And then why may not the fabbath be fo too, which being hard to
be foand out by the light of reafon, was revealed and prefcribed to man in the fame
‘manner as thefe ? :

In fhort, a fet time for divine worfhip feems to be a natural duty, or a moral law :
That it fhould be one day in feven, is revealed and pofitive, yet in fome fenfe moral
and perpetual.alfo : And that it fhould be the feventh day, from the beginning of
God’s creation, is merely politive, and therefore not perpetual, but changeable, as
will better appear afterward. :

Prorosition IV.¢¢It is very probable that the pious patriarchs, in the beginning of
the world, actually kept this {cventh day, though there be no very plain and parti-
cular account of it, in fo bricf a hiftoryas that of Mofes.” Letus obferve, that the
reafons of it are perpetual, viz. a remembrance of the creating work of God in fix
days, and his reft on the feventh ; the neceffary reft that belongs to our bodies, our
{ervants, and our catile; as well as the neceflity of the worfhip of God at certain fea-
fons ; all which are contained in the fourth-commandment, where we are required to
*keep the fabbath holy. ‘L - ' .

It may be doubted, indeed, whether all the patriarchs, in their paftoral manner of
life, could conveniently keep a fabbath, by meeting in large public affemblies : But
as each mafter of a tamily was a prieft to his own houfe, fo it is moft likely they
worfhipped God in l:rge families affembled on that day in an eminent manner, and
thf?ir neighbours might attend, though the bible be filent or obfcure as to any notices.
of it.

1 fay, obfcure notices, becaufe though there be no plain and evident examples of
keeping the fabbath by the patriarchs ; yet how many things are there of plain moral
duty toward God and man, which the holy patriarchs without doubt pradtifed, of
which there .is not the leaft hint in fcripture? Muft we conclude then they never
prattifed them ?

- But, there are fome texts which have been fuppofed by critics, to give hints of
this practice.. Some havethought thatin Gen. iv. 3. ¢ the end of the days” when Cain
and Abel offered their feveral offerings, was the end of the week, which was the firft,
and perhaps the only regular and exact divifion of time then known in the world, be-
fides day and night. They fuppofe alfo, that in Fob i. 6. ¢ the day when the fons of
:God came to prefent themielves before the Lord,” was the fabbath, when pious fami-
lies came to meet and worfthip God; for they are called fons of God, Gen. vi. 2. And
-there is rédfon to fuppdfe that. Nash, that juit.and holy man, might obferve the fab-
bath in tire atk, and an the-fabbath fend out the dove, hoping on that day, to find
xcft or relief from his tirefome, wandering voyage and imprifonment ; for it is evi-
dent, thathe divided his days by fevens in fending out this creature, Gen. viii. 10,1 g*.
z O ut

* Befides former writers, do&or Hunt in his ** Eflay on revelation, &c. p. 46. is of thismind. Norcan
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- Butfuppofe the bible were entirely filent on this fubje ; yet it may be juftly re-
marked here, that as there is an exprefs inftitution of afabbath in the beginning of
the bible, without any plain and uncontefted example of the practice in the patriarchal .
ages, foin the firft chriftian age, there are feveral plain examples of the pra&ice of
‘keeping the Lord’s-day without any exprefs inftitution of it in the new teftament. But
as from fuch chriftian examples we reifonably infer an inftitution, fo fromr the an-
tient inftitution, we as reafonably infer there were fome patriarchal examples of the
practice: But this is only a hint by the way. .
ueftion. But may it not be reafonably fuppofed, as fome writers have done,

that Mofes only mentions in the fecond chapter of Geneffs, in the hiftory of Adam, a cer-
tain {sbbath by way of anticipation, which fhould be inftituted in time to come a-
mong the Fews? .

Aniwer 1.Can it be imagined, thatin fo fhort a hiftory of the creation of the world,
Mbfes thould take fuch particular notice of a certain day, as blefled and fan&ified by
the creator, which fhould not be a¢tually fan&ified and blefled till two thoufand and
four hundred years atterwards ? Could this be done only by way of anticipation ?

2. Are not the finithing the creation and the inftitution of a fabbathrexprefly joined

" in clofe connexion, in both places of the mofaic hiftory ? And why fhould we not
believe, that when ¢¢ God refted.on the feventh day from all his work, he bleffed this
feventh day, and fantified it, at that very time ?” Gen. ii. 2, 3.and Exod. xx. 11.

3. Did he blefs and fan¢tity this day only for himf:lf and his own reft ? No furely,
but for the reft of man, and to be kept holy by 4dam and his polterity. ¢ The fab-
bath was made for man,” as our faviour exprefsly tells us, Mark ii. 27: ~And the
reafon given to man for the appointment of a fabbath, viz. God’s refting from his
works of creation, as it is exprefled in the ii. of Gen /s, is the fame in the xx. of
Exodus: And why then fhould we not fuppofe it to be given by God to Adain, as well
as to the Jews by Mofes 2 Yet again,

4. I alk leave to fay, I can hardly perfuade myfelf, that God ever left the world fo
many ages without fo neceffary, or at leaft fo very important a means to preferve the
true religion in it as the fabbathis. Any religion without fome appointed feafons for
the celebration of the rites of it, is in great danger of being loftand forgotten by the
bulk of thofe who have learned it. Even all the falfe religions in the world that we
know of, efpeciaily in every nation that is civilized, have fome particular days or fea-
fons fet apart for the pratice of fome public ceremonies, or the performance of fa- -
cred things. The common light of reafon thews men the neceffity of it, where any
religion is to be maintained ; and why then fhould not the true religion enjoy the fame
advantage ? Why fhould God be fuppofed fo regardlefs of a matter of fuch impor-
tance ? And I would add, ,

5. That even in very antient times, there was a knowledge of the facrednefs of
one day in feven among the heathens, who would not borrow their religion from the
Fews whom they hated, and would never knowingly reverence any of their ceremo-
nies ; and therefore thefe heathen notices of it, and regards to it, muft be originally
derived from fome more antient tradition of the divine inftitution of it. See the in-
ftances hereof in doctor Owen of the fabbath, page 74, &c. Days and nights, lunar
months and folar years, are diftinttions of nature, and therefore are in the general
appearance and fucceffion of them evident to all men by the fun, moon and ftars ;

- . but

it be fuppofed here, that Noah by knowing the influence of the moon on the waters, fent out the dove at
" two fucceeding diftances of feven days: For he could never expect the waters to be abated from the face of
the ground at the neap-tides, whatever he might doat the fpring:-tides; when as they rife the higheft at tko
flood, they fall the loweft at the ebb. - :



400 The fabbath perpetual, and the Lord's-day facred. Difc. I

but how the weekly period of juft feven days thould make it’s entrance, can hardly
‘be well accounted for, but by this tradition of a fabbath. The antient Chaldeans had
this diftin¢tion of feven days, Gen. xxix. 27. ¢ Fulfil her week, faid Laban to Facob
at his marriage with Leab. And the Pbiliftines had feven days feftival at a wedding,
Fudg. xiv. 12, 15, 17. But the inftances cited out of heathen writers, viz. Homer,
Hefiod, Callimachus, 8c. concerning their days divided by fevens, are much plainer,
as well as concerning the facrednefs of a feventh day.

The filence of fcripture, or the doubtful notices of an actual obfervation of the
fabbath by the patriarchs, are no fufficient proof that it was not obferved : Or if they
had forgot and loft itin any age, through the crimes and apoftafy of their fathers,
this does not prove it was not inftituted at firft to be always obferved. The law of
monogamy, or having but one wife, was loft among the patriarchs as well as the fab-
bath ; and yet it was an original conftitution from the beginning of the world. I will
readily grant it very probable in fome few ages before the flood, as well as in fome
ages after it, there was adegeneracy in this, as well as other parts of religion: The
one tlay in feven might be loft among many nations, and it much wanted to be re-
newed among men.

Prorosition V. ¢ As foon as God fet apart a nation to be a peculiar church and
people to himfelf in the world, he appointed again one day in feven for a day of reft
and of public worihip.” If the day of reft was utterly loft, as probably it was a-
mong Lﬁe flaveries of Egyptor before, yet what day God would have them keep for
a fabbath was pointed out by the manna not falling. Exod. xvi. 23, 26. *The Lord
hath faid, to-morrow is the reft of the holy fabbath unto the Lord. Six days fhall
ye gather it, but on the feventh day, which is the fabbath, there fhall be none.” The
notion of a fabbath feems to be mentioned here not as a new thing, or a thing utterly
unknown, though the particular feventh day might be unknown and forgotten.

Let it be obferved here, that in the appointment of the fabbath to the Fews, a day
of reft feems to be the prime end of the inftitution; reft from labour feems to be the
moft obvious original defign of it; this appears from the very name fabbath, which
is a hebrew word and fignifies reft. It appearsalfo from the frequent repetition of the
law of the fabbath peculiarly as a day of reft, both in the books of Mofes and the
writings of the prophets. See the words of the fourth commandment, Exod. xx.
8, 9, 10, 11. Remember the fabbath-day to keep it boly : Six days fbalt thou labour and do
all thy work, but the feventh day is the fabbath of the Lord thy God: In it thou fhalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy fon, nor thy daughter, thy man fervant, nor thy maid [ervant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy firanger that is within thy gates ; for in fix days the Lord made bea-
<¢n and earth, the fea, and all that in them is, and refted the feventh day, wherefore the
Lord bleffed the [abbath day, and ballowed it. Exod. xxiii. 12. Six days fbalt thou do all
thy work, and on the [eventh day thou fbalt reft y that thy ox and thy afs may reft, and the
fon of thy bandmaid, and the firanger may be refrefbed. < And Exod. xxxi. 15. ¢ the
feventh is the fabbath of reft, holy to the Lord;  whofoever doth any work on the
fabbath day, fhall furely be putto death.” And in the lvi. and lix. chapters of I/aiab,
¢¢ Promifes of mercy are made to thofe who keep the fabbath from polluting it, and
do not their own pleafure on the holy day of God.” The Fews were fent into capti-
vity for neglecting and profaning the fabbath-day, Nebem. xiii. 17, 18. And there-
fore in the hiftory of Nebemiab’s reformation, after the return of the Jews from capti-
ity in Babylon, you find frequent mention of his care, that they might reft from the
Jabours of the week, and thus keep the fabbath. Nebem. xiii. 15, 16, 19, 21.

The
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- .. The reafon which_ is mentioned, Exod. xx. 11. for the ‘inftitution of the fabbath,

s, “becaufe God refted from his work of creation on the feventh day.” This was
written on the tables of ftone, and pronounced ‘on mount Sinar. - -Andin Deut. v.

- 14, 15. Mofes gives another reafon, ‘viz. ¢¢ becaufe Ifrael was then’ delivered out of

.bondage, and refted from egyption flavery. The Lord thy God brought thee out
.with a mighty hand, therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the fab-
bath-day.” Thus it appears, that reftas a memorial of God’s refting from his works
-of creation, and of ifrzel’s reft and releafe from bondage, were the grand points kept
‘in their viéw in the inftitution of their fabbath, or of the reftoration of it to that
e, - D o S : s
o (;lput the defign of God herein was not that the Fews fhould wear away the day in
lazy idlenefs; but fince they refted and were releafed from common work, there
-were other facred fervices appointed them; they were obliged to celebrate the worfhip
-of God : it was a day of ﬁoline{'s : ¢ Remember the fabbath-day to keep it holy.
God ordained on that day there fhould be a holy convocation or affembly, Lev. xxiii
3. « The feventh day is a fabbath of reft, a holy convocation ;”” and therein the
"people were re(}uircd to meet together for religious purpofes, that is; to offer up
rayers and praifes to God. Thus faith the Lord in I/a. Iv1. 6, 7. ¢ Every one that
chcpeth my fabbath from polluting it, I will make them joyful in my houfe of prayer.”
And in A& xvi. 13. “ On the fabbath we went to a river-fide, where prayer was
wont to be made.” And the xcii. Pfa/m, wherein God is greatly praifed, is called
16¢ g pfalm or fong. for the fabbath-day.” The law alfo was to %e read and explained on
the fabbath, andall "this not only at the tabernacle or temple, but in every place
~where they dwelt, Lev.xxiii. 3. It is a holy convocation, ye fhall do n6 wotk there-
in, it is the fabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings.” - And the fcripture affures
us, in following times this was conftantly-done, - Luke iv: 16.%¢ Jefus went into the fy-
‘nagogue, as his cuftom was, and ftood up to read.” verfe 31. ¢ He taught them on
the fabbath-days.” s xiii. 21. ¢ The prophets are read every fabbath-day :” -and
:xv. 21. Mofes of old time hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the
fynagogue every- fabbath-day.”” And this practice was perhaps more antient .than
fome learned men allow for it. ; Pfalm xxiv. 4, 8. there ismention made of fyna-
-gogues more than once. - , , o
-~ There were alfo feveral facrifices prefcribed on that day exprefsly by Mofes, Numb.
xxviii. 9, 10. whereas-there was one lamb offered morning and evening, every day,
-as'a continual burnt-offering ; * On the fabbath-day two lambs of the firft year, and
two tenth deals of - flour and oil for a meat-offering, and drink-offering : This is the
‘burnt-offering of every fabbath, befides the continual burnt-offering with it’s meat
and drink-offering.”
- Thus itis fufficiently proved, that both reft and worthip were included among the
defigns of the fabbath, as renewed to the Fews by Mofes. ,
- ProvposrTioN V1. ¢ The jewifb fabbath had many peculiarities in it, or a peculiar
judaical holinefs; which did not belong toa fabbath, before or after the jewi/% difpen-
fation, and which made it a fpecial part of their covenant at §as, or the political
or national covenant between God and that people, which belonged to them chiefly,
if notto themonly.” Exod. xxxi.13—17. ¢ Verily my fabbaths ye fhall keep, €.
Jfracl fhall keep the fabbath, " it is a fign between me and you in all your generations.”
i -We may give; - forinftance; thefe things fellowing, which feem to be pecuiliarly ap-
pointed to the Fews, and to belong to-the jewws/b fabbath, viz, That feventhr' day pre-
ci'fe‘lly\," wIl;ieh indeed might be, - or might rfxo; be, the fame which the patriarchs had,
. Vou. I F ' viz.
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wiz. the feventh from the creation; but that feventh day, or fabbath, which they .

[

thould keep, was pointed out to them only by the manna with-held, Esod. xvi. 23,
25. Let me add here, the addition of numerous fabbaths, which were appointed them,
befides the feventh day of every week, Lev. xkiii. And that abfolute and univerfal
reft, which was enjoined them on their fabbath, beyond what:the neceflity of the relief
of nature, or the worfhip of God required, commemorates their refting from flavery,
and may juftly be reckoned the ceremonial holinefs of the jewifb fabbath ; for there
was contained in it a rigorous feverity of abftinence from all common affairs, traffic
and labours whatfoever, even for the conveniencies of life, Exod. xxxi. 15. Add al-
fo, the not making fires, or dreffing victuals on that day, Exod. xxxv. 3. and xvi. 23.
Not walking or travelling above one or two miles at moit, which is called a fabbath-
day’s journey, Exod. xvi. 29. Aifs i. 12. Not bearing any burthens whatfoever, Fer.
xvii. 21, 22. The punifhment of the profanation of the fabbath with death, Exdd.
xxxi. 14. and xv. 35. and the double facrifice of lambs on that day, Numéb. xxviii. g,
10. Thefe things, in their ftri€t obfervance, do not belong to the natural and origi-
nal law of ‘God, they are not abfolutely neceffary either for giving due natural reft to
(creatures, or for the weekly worthip of God, and improvement in religion ; and there-
fore they may be reckoned among the peculiar laws of the Fews. As thefe things
are plain fcripture, o it would take up too much time'to prove all this-at prefent by
citing particular texts at large. . .
‘Proposition VII. ¢ The new teftament, orthe difpenfationof Cériff by his apaftles
feems to have abolifhed every thing.of the fabbath which'was purely jewifh,and which
“belonged tothe ceremonial or the political laws given to the nation of Ifruel by Mo-
Jes.” “This is the evident meaning of -thofe texts wherein chriftians are forbid to fub-
Jelt themfelves to ‘the bondage of jewi/b rrites ‘and formalities, Gul. iv. 3, g, 10.
. When we were children, that is,. in the ftate of jdai/m, we were in bondage under
the elements of the ‘world, that is, the rudiments and difcipline of the jews/b.ftate;
thut when “the fulnefs of .time was.come, Gad. fent forth hisSon,—to redeem them
.that wete under the law.—But,now,after that ye have known (ad,in the revelation of
the, gofpel, how turn ye.again to thofe weak and beggarly elements, wheréunto ye de-
fire-again to be-in ‘bondage? Ye obferve days and months, and times and years,”
that is, the mofaical appointments concerning all their fabbath-days, -and new maons,
and fabbatical ;years, which were appointed to the Fews. To-thefame purpofe fpeaks
the fame a ﬁzt.to the Coloffians, chapter ii. werfes 14, £6, 1%7. -that God, or Chrifi,
iad blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances which was againft us, and took -it-out
of the way :—Let.no man therefore judge you in meat or.in drink, or inrefpeét of 2
holy-day, in greck-afeftival, or of the new moons, or of the fabbath-days, ‘in greek
fabbaths, of which the law of Ao/fes had many befides the feventh day of -the week,
which are a thadow of things to.come, "but the body is of Ghriff.”” And -verfe 20. he
fpeaks here in the fame language ‘which he ufes to the Galatians, * Yie chriftians are
.dead with Cbrift from the rudiments of the werld.” The jewi/b manyer of ebfervation
of the feveral fabbaths.appointed in the Jaw- of Mafes; -with;all thefe rigors. and feve-
Titiés mesitioned in the laft-propofition, *isamark of -the ftate of theichildhood of the
church under ftri¢t difcipline, -and of - the-bondagerof ‘it.under ta: yoke-aof ceremonies
and numerous prefcribed-forms ; "but under the gofpel or new teflament, the church
ds grown to a maturer age,as the apoftle, -Ga/. iv. defcribes it ; and ‘therefore chriftians
are releafed from fuch yokes of bendage ; and the apoftie forbids-chriftiaas to return
to them again, butchargesthemto ¢ ftand -faft in the liberty wherewith Cbrsif# hath
Jmade them free,” Gal. v. 3. Now thatiit is the fabbashs oa@'fﬂfﬁvg&spfﬂm,‘imo?-
. : Y
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ly which are here abrogated, appears fram the words ufed both in the epiftles to. the
(;zalati'am and Colgffians, which defcribe their facred. times, feftivals, new-moons, fab-
batical years, &c. But the ariginal fabbath-day, as appeinted te the patriarchs, is
not exprefled or included thercin; for that wasout of fight here, being not the mat-
ter of conteft or impofition. : “
Proposition VIII. ¢ Notwithftanding the abolition of all the jewif fabbeths, and
of that rigorous obfervance of an abiulute reft on the feventh or fabbath-day;
under the chriftian difpenfation ane day in feven, that is, the firft day of the week,
has been always obferved from the. beginning. as aday of aflembling for pious and
religious purpofes; and it is very. reafonably {uppefed, to be»appointe(r by Chrift
himfelf.” = Chriftians under the liberty of the gofpel, are not to fuppofe themfelves
releafed from the ftated returns of a day of worfhip. When the jewgfb difpenfation
ended, the paradifiacal command feems {till in force to all the race of Adam. Yokes
of bondage were broken, but natural religion and moral laws are of everlafting oh-.
ligation. ~ Chriftians muft have a day to werfhip their Ged as well as the patriarchs;
and therefore they muft reft from the common warks of men. ,
The evidences which perfuade us of the truth of this praice among the firft ehrif-
tians are fuch as thefe. ’ :
1. On the very day of the refurreftion of Chrif, the difciples were aflembled
probably for worfhip, with the doors fhut for fear of the Fews: This was the firft day
of -the week, and Fefus came and ftood in the midft of them,” Fobs xx. 19. and he
pronounced his peace upon them, convinced them of his refurreGtion, repeated his
commiffion to them, breathed on them, and faid, “ receive ye the holy Ghoft ;” and.
as he took all occafions to inftruct them, fo no doubt he gave them larger inftruions
and exhortations about the things which concerned his kingdom and gofpel on this
firft chriftian fabbath, than the fhort hiftory of the evangelifts could well repeat, Fobm
xx. 19—23. As foon as the Lord rofe from the dead, he became their preacher -on
this gorious day, and blefled the whole aflembly. = S o
2. The very next firft day of the week, that is, after eight days inclufively, the
- difciples were met together again, and 7homas was with them, when Fefus appeared
to them, gave them farther proofs of his refurrection, with fuitable remarks on the
unbelief o% Thomas. And doubdefs, he fpake many other words to them, as well as,
wrought many other figns in their prefence, after his refurretion, as in Fobn xx. 30. :
3. ¢ The apoftles and other brethren were met ther op the day of Pemtecoft in
one place, when they were all filled with the holy Ghoft, and began to {peak with. -
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance,” 4% ii. 1—4: Now by an eafy computa-,
tion of Pentecoft, which is feven weeks, or fifty days from the paflover, it is juftly
fuppofed by learned inen, that this alfo was the firft day of the week, when the Spi-
rit fell on the difciples; and the gofpel was preached to greag multitudes, and three
thoufand fouls ‘were converted to the faith, ,as‘i¢ is recorded in A8 ii. 14, 41. Blefled
uccefsof the word preached on that fame firft day of the week when the Spirit was
given! Thefe actions:and bleflings feem to- prepare the way for the apoftolic appaint-
ment of the firft day of the week, though it was not then publicly appointed.
4. We are informed alfo, that St. Pawl obferved this day, /s xx. 7. <« Upon the
" fisft day of the week, when the difciples came together: at Troas to break bread, Paul
‘preached to them.” This coming together on the firft day muft probably be an apo-
flolic appointment, and is recorded as a cuftomary pradtice, . - D
- It is granted indeed, that the apoftle went often to the fynagogues and places
of worfhip on the jewi/h fabbath, tO.tea,clgl fd;q people the gofpel, becaufe thar was ht};?
. ) ’ 2 } <



404 The [abbath perpetual, and the Lord's-day facred. Difc. I.
<chief opportunity that he could have of addreffing a great'many perfons at once, and
of giving particular inftrutions tothe Fews, his kinfmen after the flefh; but when.
chriftians who were not Fews nor judaizing, came together to worfhip, it was ufually,
if - not always on the firft day of the' week, fo far as appears in fcripture.

In this and the following particular we juftly fuppofe the greek words wiz 7ér
sacCaraw to fignify the ¢ firft day of the week.” -But if it fhiould fignify what fome
would have it, - the firft of the two fabbaths, thence it is evident that there were two’
days accounted fabbaths; the feventh day by the Fews and judaizing chriftians, and
the firft by the pure and more complete chriftians: And as the jews/b converts were
very hardly. brought off' from every judaical rite and ceremony, there.was a conni-
vance or permiffion during the ftanding of the temple and jewi/ polity, to indulge
many mu/?zial rites as part of their civil or political law : fo that the jewi/b chriftians
might have two fabbaths, vsz. the feventh day and the firft; though the firft only
for the pure chriftians.- ER o ,
¢ 5. St. Paul gives oider concerning a ¢ collettion for the faints, upon the firft
. dayof the week; at leaft, thatevery one fhould lay by him in ftore according as God
had profpered him; and this fame order he gave to the churches of Galatia,” 1 Cor.
xvi. 1, 2. Now their public meetings on this day gave them more conveniency of
gathering their charity, thanon any other. Befides, the word fnsaveiler may inti-
mate a weekly colletion; for it was defigned to prevent collections when Pau/ came.
And it was on the old fabbath or feventh day on which colle&tions were made in the
Jewifb fynagogues; for the giving of alms was ever reckoned a proper duty for the’
fabbath; and the apoftle feemeth hereby to transfer the duties of the jewi/b fabbath to’
the firft day of the week. , , '

- 6. The religious obfervation of the firft day of the week among chriftians was fo
general and well known, that fo early as in the days of the apoftie Fobn it acquired
a honourable title, and was called the Lord’s-day.: This name of honour; was given
in fcripture to nothing elfe, but the Lord’s-fupper and Lord’s-day. - Then it was alfo
that Fobn was favoured with the prophetic fpirit, Rev. i. 10. ¢ I was in the {pirit
on the Lord’s-day,” and he had the vifions of Cbrif? in his glory, and the difcovery of
things to come. This is called the Lord’s-day, as relating to the honour of Chrif,
andto his appointment, as the Lord’s-fupper obtained that name, from it’s reference to_
the appointment and honour of our bleffed faviour, 1 Cor. x. 21, 22. and xi. 20.
Here it may be proper to enquire, what good ' reafon can be given, why in all thefe
appearances of Cbrift, and meetings and tranfactions before-mentioned, there thould’
be fuch particular notice taken by the holy writers, on what day of the week they
were done, if it were not to point-outa chriftian fabbath to-us? We donot find the’
third or fourth, fifth, or fixth day of the week mentioned for worthip, or any other
tranfations in the new teftament, as I remember; Nothing but the Lord’s-day or
the jewi/bh fabbath are fpecified; one when the Jews worfhipped, and the other when

thechriftians met for worthip.- - -
- 9. The primitive writers give us a clear account of the ufual obfervation of this
firft day of the week by thofe who profefied the chriftian religion; and they were:
known and diftinguithed from the heathens as well as from the Jews, by this particu-
lar charatter of obferving the Lord’s-day. It would be too tedious in this place to
cite all the teftimonies of Igmatius,” Fufiin Martyr, Theophilus of Antioch, C of
Alexandria, Tertullian, and others®, which give us an account of this matter of fa&
in the fecond and third ages of chriftianity ; and they fpeak of it as a-very early cuftom
or practice, if not from the beginning of the chriftian church, as planted by the ?1)10.
cS

® Sec the appendix to ghis firt difcourfe,
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ftles, even while they exprefsly renounced the jewi/b fabbatizing. Now from all
thefe matters of fact put together, we may derive two good remarks toward the fup-
port of the obfervation of the Lord’s day as a chriftian duty. ‘

Remark 1. Apoftolical practice, and the cuftom of the primitive churches, when
joined together, are in themfelves a good direction to the confcience of chriftians un-'
der any difficulty. When the apoftle Paulfeems to find it difficult to give fufficient:
évidence of the duty of a woman’s wearing long hair, and a man wearing of thorter, .
fo as to fatisfy the fcruples and confciences of chriftians,obferve what he fays, < if any
man feem to be contentious, let this determine thefe lefler difputable points, that we
the apoftles of Chrift, have no fuch cuftom for men to wear long hair, nor the churches
of God in the world,” 1 Cor. xi. 16. And why fhould not apoftolical and primitive.
cuftom be a fufficient direction for our pracice in regard to a fabbath, where clearer
difcoveries of duty are wanting? :

Remark II. The cuftom o%primitive churches fupported by the apoftles practice,
makes it appear probable, that the obfervation of the Lord’s-day was a divine infti-'
tution, and that it was the will of our Lord Fefus Cbrift himfelf, manifefted to his.
apoftles, who were the prime minifters of his kingdom. ‘

Is it not highly probable, that this early and general practice was derived from the’
authority of Cbriff, who after his refurretion, continued forty days on earth, and
was often aflembled with the apoftles, fpeaking of the things pertaining to the king-
dom of God, s i. 3? Was not the obfervation of fuch a day neceffary to his king-
dom, that is, to the inftitution and fupport of his vifible church?

- Is it not alfo unreafonable to fuppole, that the apoftles, who received their com-
miffion from Chriff, to teach the nations to obferve whatfoever he commanded them,"
Matth. xxviii. 20. fhould fo zealoufly pronounce all the jewsfb fabbaths abolifhed, in
fo many places, and fuch exprefs language, as St. Pau/ does; and that they fhould
fo frequently practife and encourage the affembling together on the firft day of the
week,. as:a day of chriftian worfhip, if they had received no hint of any order, or
articular commiffion, or fo much as a diretion from Cbrif# Fefus, their Lord, for
th thefe things? In the Lord’s-fupper St. Paul tells the Corintbians, that he re-
ceived from the Lord what he delivered to them, 1 Cor. xi. 23. And why fhould we
not believe alfo concerning the Lord’s-day, that he received of the Lord the appoint-
ment of this firft day for chriftian worfhip, which he feems to have delivered to the:
churches where he preached? :
- It is granted that none of thefe confiderations before mentioned, if taken feparate«
ly, will prove the duty of obferving the Lord’s-day, yet all joined together, are fuf-
ficient to diret our pradtice, where we have not clearer light. I grant alfo, that all:
thefe confiderations here propofed, do not amount to-a direct and. plain‘inftitution of -
the Lord’s-day; but the united force of them all goeth fo far toward the proof -of fuch-.
an inftitution, that renders it highly probable: And where inferences and probabili- -
ties are fomany and weighty, they muft determine our conduét in a thoufand affairs’
of human life, if we would a& like reafonable creatures.
- ProrosiTion 1X. « If one day in feven beappointed in the new teftament for chrif-"
tian affemblies, and religious warthip, it is moft highly expedient, if not neceffary, that
it fhould be a day of reft from the common labours of this life.” It is certain, the
very hours, or minutes, fpent in the outward exercifes of chriftian worfhip, muft ne-
ceflarily be free from earthly bufinefs; we cannot in this refpet aGtually ferve God'
and this world -at once, nor mingle our folemnities of worfhip with earthly cares and
labours. This is granted on all hands, - .
. et
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Yet fome think the fabbath icfelf begins and ends with- the' public worfhip; where-
as it is fufficiently evident, that unlefs the whole day be feparated from y affairs,
and labours, and pleafures, the hours and minutes of worfhip will be, for the moft
part, but poorly improved, and will become much lefs profitable to our {piritual in-
tereft. It is hardly poffible to attain the higheft and beft ends of chriftian worfhip,
of preaching and hearing, of praying and praifing, and celebrating of the Lord’s-
fupper, if we come into the fan¢tuary with our heads and hearts full of the affairs of
this life, and with all our earthly cares buzzing about our minds. How much lefs
good will a fermon do us, if when the hour of worfhip is ended, we run immediate-
ly from God into worldly bufinefs, without giving our thoughts leifure and leave to

reflet on what we have heard? What poor proficients fhall we be in the fchool of

Chrift, if we plungeourfelves all over into the cares and bufineffes of this world, as
foon as ever we have heard the blefling pronounced, and the affembly is feparated?
And much worfe would it be, if we fpent the reft of the day in recreations and
fports; for thefe carnalize the {pirit, and eftrange it from God and things heavenly,
more-than the common labours of life. : ' o

Again, let it be confidered, what multitudes there are among mankind,” who have

vety little relifh for religion, and have as little opportunity of retirement from the-

world, and meditating on the things of God and eternity. On the fix days of the
week, they are ever labouring. How very neceffary then is the ceffation from earth-
ly affairs, to allow them due leifure to mind the important concerns of religion? Cut
off the fabbath’s-hours of reft and leifure from them, and you cut off both opportu-
nity and encouragement from godlinefs: And under fuch difadvantages, it muft be
fome very extraordinary influences from God, that muft change fucﬁepoor, earthly
and fenfual creatures to a fpiritual and heavenly temper of foul, muft bring them to
the faving knowledge of God, and Fefus Cbrift his Son, and make them his difciples.
As bad as the world is now, it would be much worfe, if there were no obfervation of
a fabbath-day, or weekly reft, no Lord’s-day among us, even though there were a
weekly fermon or two preached in public aflemblies. :

I might even venture to leave the decifion of this controverfy to the confciences of

all that are truly religious in our nation: Blefled be God! there isaday fig:trated by the

ruling powers of this kingdom from the bufineffes of this life, and earthly la-
bours are not fuffered to intermingle themfelves with the work of religion, fo as to
prevent or deftroy the chief defign for which that day is appointed. Tellme, ye de-
vout fouls, even ye beft of chriftians, tell me, how difficult a matter do you find it
to caft off all the cares and concerns of this world intirely, whea you come into the
prefence of God, to celebrate his public worthip ? Though the whole day be ap-
pointed for God and religion, yet how hard is it to fhake off all the duft of this
earth, and to difengage yourfelves from the bonds and burdens of it, when you
would afcend to heavenin devotian? Though you have bid farewel to your fecular
concerns the night before, and have had a long interval of fieep to divide your
thoughts from this vain and bufy life, yet how do the crowding cares of it prefs in
upon you, and hang continually upon your fpirits, orthe trifles and amufernents of it
hover and play about your fouls, and how wrerchedly do they divert your hearts
from the exercifes of godlinefs, and fadly imterupt. thofc very a&s of wocthip in
which you are engaged? Though you have a.day allotted for this very purpofe, and
time to compofe your thoughts before-hand, yet how: very difficuit a thing has it
been to fecure to your fouls one hour together of complete abfence and abftinence
from all that is carnal and earthly? .- , S

But
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But how rouch hander would it be to fulfil the.duties.of the fanftuary with any
good fuccefs, to improve public worfhip €o your fusther acquaintance with Ged,
and things heavenly, to your greater delight in him, to the mortification .of fin, and
growth of halinefs, if there were no time devoted to religion, but merely that hour
or twoin morning, -or afternoon, while you are at church? How would the words
of the preacher run off from your fouls, like a fiream of oil gliding over a marble,
- if there were no recollettion to fix itin your memory? Howeafily would Satan pluck
up the good feed that was fown in the heart, if you join and afift him, by giving a
- loofe immediately to the cares and delights of this life, and call them to break in up-
on you at the end of the fermon? FHow would all your good though:s and holy defires
vanith away like a cloud, and afcend and be loft like a vapour, or the morningdew ?
A day of reft from the pleafures and toils of this life is neceffary to render divine
-warfhip more effeual to our fantification and falvation. 'We fhould therefore quit
~our heads and hands of worldly cares that day, that we may more eafily converfe
with God and our own fouls, and by fecret and public devotion may be the better
prepared for each other, in their turns, and improve more in religion by both of
them. We may reafonably conclude then, if Chri# appointed the firft day of the
week for a feafon of the worfhip of-God, he appointed it dlfo to be a feafon of reft
from-the concerns and labours of this life, that his worfhip might be better perform-
-ed, and the great ends of it be beft fecured. '
If it be enquired here, ' Whythe firft day of the feven was appointed for the chrif-
tian fabbath, rather than any of the others?” Itis ufually anfwered, and with good rea-
-fon, that when'God refted from his work: of-creation, he appointed the feventh day
forithe antient fabbath, to keep in mind’the ereator of the world; andfo when Chbrif
refted from his works of redemption, he might appoint the firft day, even the day, on
which he arofe:from-the.grave, as moft proper to keep the great work of our redemp-
tion in memory. That the firft day of the week was obferved by the apoftles, and
firft chriftians, in honour-of the refurretion of Cbrift, isevident from it’s being called
by a new and honourable name, the Lord’s-day, aswell asfrom other hints-of ferip-
-ture, :and many plain and.exprefs affertions-in the hiftory of the primitive church.
You .will fay, :why Thould net: his birth, or his death, be as much a-reafon for
.pointingout a new fabbath, as his refurréttion? -
~T-anfwer, becaufe neither the day ofthis birth, or his death, have fuch a name, -or
.fuch:honours puton it, ‘as-that-dfthis refurrection: ‘no apoftles -or churches: haye -re-
:commended it by:their praltice-or-example. - -
Befides: there are very great -andilearned men, -who fuppofe -that the apoftle Paul,
“in-the fousth. chapter to!the Alsbrews, - proves a chriftian fabbath on this principle of
{Chrfs 1 finithing his work of -redemption, and his rifing from the dead, verfe 4.
¢ He fpake in a cestain place of the {eventh day on this wife, and God did reft the
deveath day fromall this.works, verfe 7. Again, he limiteth-a certain-day, faying in
:Duyad, 10 day ifiyewill hear his-voice, harden not yourhearts ; for if Fefus, that is,
-had.given them refl, ‘that-is, if he had given them all that complete reft in
ithe dand :ofiCanasn, which was typified -by-the jewifh fabbath, then he wouldnot af-
terward :have fpoken of -another day. There remaineth therefore a -reft, or fabba-
ifin, as:the.greek word is, there remaineth ‘the keeping of a fabbath to the people
of God; for hethat.is entered into his-reft, which they -refer ta Fefws:Cbrif, -in his
work of redemption, he hath alfo ceafed, or refted, from his own -works, -as.
did from-his.” See do&or Owen, inhis treatife of the fabbath®. Thus the Son gf
S S _ , : .God,
. % I do-mot pretend to-enter into this debate, or ¢ rt theargoment drawn from:-the fourth of the
Hibreaus, s fufficient to prove the chriftian z’bbuhoiﬁ;‘:.fo many. congpuities between- the craation ard
redemption, in this refpet, deferve our notice.
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. God, the redeemer, is fuppofed to have appointed a day, or fabbath, .to celebrate his
reft from his labours and fufferings, a5 God the Father, the creator, did, when he
_ refted from his works. R :

I might add here alfo, that as the redemption, or reft from egyptian bondage,
given them by God, and Mofes, is mentioned in Dext. v. 15. as.one reafon of the
. jewifb fabbath; fo our greater redemption by Ghrift; or reft from the bondage of
“fin and Satan, being on this day completed, feems to bea proper reafon for a chrif-
_ tian fabbath. '

Confider alfo, that our redemption from fin and hell was typified by the Fews re-

‘demption from Egypt, and as the type had it’s commemorative day of reft appoint-
ed, fo fhould the antitype have it’s day of commemorative reft alfo.

Befides, it is worthy of our notice, that by appointing the firft day of the feven
for a fabbath, after the feventh day was abolithed, there remains ftill one day in fe-
_ven, to perpetuate the memory of the creation, and it is the firft day of the feven,
-.to perpetuate the memory of the work of redemption; Thusour Lord’s-day includes
_both.  And by the appointment of the firft day alfo, it comes to pafs, that as foon

.as ever the jewi/b fabbath was ended, and buried with Cbrif in the grave, the chrif-

~tian fabbath arifes, when he arofe from the dead. The firft day of the week is confe-
crated to God, and if duly celebrated, will fpread a bleffing over the following week,
as the firft-fruits did upon all the harveft; though we muft remember that any pub-

“Jic promulgation or injunction of it upon chriftians, does not appear till a confidera-
‘ble time afterwards, and even this is manifefted chiefly by example.

Proposition X. Upon the whole furvey of things, it feems highly. proba-

“ble, ¢ that there is fome fort of fabbath, or one day in feven divinely appointed for
the reft of man, and for the worfhip of his God, which has run through all the dif-
penfations both before and after Mofes, and muft remain to the end of the world*:”
- which will appear if we look back and confider, L o
1. The time of the firft notice, and appointment of 4 fabbath, and the perfons to
.whom it was given.” It was in paradife, as foon as man was made: God havi
-formed the world, and it’s inhabitants, in fix_days, and refted the feventh, he dif-
.tinguithed the days of the year into weeks, and claimed one day in feven for his own
worfhip, as well as gave it unto Adam for his reft, or releafe from earthly bufinefs.
.He fan&ified it and %leﬁ'ed‘ it, he feparated it for the purpofes of reft and worthip,
.and pronounced a blefling uponit; and upon them that obferved it. Now there isas
much reafon, and as much need for all the fons of A4dam, in all ages and nations, in
their feeble and finful ftate, ‘to have a day appointed for their own reft, and for the
~worthip of their God, as there was for Adam himfelf in paradife, and in a ftate of
‘innocence; for his body was then in perfection of health and vigour, and his mind
:more inclined to remember God, and worfhip him. .
. 2. ¢« The original reafon that is given for one day in feven to be fanitified, feems
to confirm the perpetuity of it, viz. God’s own reft from his work of creating the
;world in fix days. The fabbath was given to man, to put him in mind of the crea-
.tion of the world by the true God; and to do honour to God the creator; but all
.mankind, in all ages, fhould preferve this in memory, and the continual return of 2
feventh day of reft is an everlafting memorial of it, and gives new opportunities
.continually for paying this homage to that almighty being that made us, and this
“habitable world. T, 4 i L .
‘,, L el Loa . B e e el N - e e e s . »3.“Th‘
. ® Though 1 have inferted moft of the following particulars in a fermon on the Lord’s-day, publifhed
amongmany others; yet I thought it mecéflary to repeat the chief fubftance of them here alfo, becaufe they
ave neceffary to complete the argument. .
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3. ¢ The place which this command of the fabbath bears in the law of God,
when it was renewed and injoined to the nation of Ifrael, doth,” in the opinion of
moft divines, add confiderable weight to this argument. It is one of the com-
mands of the moral law, which was pronounced by the mouth of God himfelf on
Sinai, with much glory and terror: It ftands amongft thofe laws which are generally
conceived to be moral and perpetual, except in fome fmall limitations and accommo-.
dations to the jewi/b ftate: It was written with the reft in tables of ftone, which per-.
haps in that typical difpenfation might denote perpetuity, and that it muft laft, like
arock, for ever. It was written by the finger of God himfelf, which gives a pe-
culiar honour to ity and it was laid up in the ark of the covenant, on which God
dwelt in a bright cloud, or a blaze of glory behind the cloud, and thus it was put.
under God’s own eye and care. Thefe confiderations carry fome weight in them, .
though I muft confefs, I do not build my opinion and praétice chiefly on the fourth .
commandment.

4. ¢ Confider the atual obfervance of one day in feven for chriftian worthip, as -
appears by the prattice of the apoftles, and the church, from the earlieftdays of it,
even when the jewifb ceremonies, and their abfolute reft, in all the rigours and feve-
rities of it, were abolifhed.” This is another probable proof, at leaft, of the appoint-
ment of the chriftian fabbath by our blefled Lord, to be obferved by his church, as
I argued before.

* 5. ¢ The reafonablenefs, if not the neceflity, of fuch appointment, in order to’
keep up religion in the world, as well as to give reft to the animal bodies of men and
beafts, adds turther proof of the morality or perpetuity of it.” The feafons of wor-
thip which men would have chofen, and even of natural reft which fome men would
have allowed, would probably have been fhort and few enough, if God had not al-:
ways devoted one day in feven to thefe purpofes.

It is evident in common experience, and by obfervation made upon perfons, and
churches, and nations, that where no fabbath is obferved, thatis, where one day in
feven is not feparated to God, by a reft from the ufual labours of life, and a dedi-
cation to his fervice, religion is in a very decaying ftate, and in great danger to be
oft. Asit is a common confeffion of perfons, who fall into the vileft crimes, and
are executed by the public juftice of the magiftrate, that their difregard of the fab-
bath, was the beginning of their guilt and ruin, and made way to all iniquity; fo a -
careful obfervation of one day in feven, for religious purpofes, has been the great
fpring and fupport of virtue and piety amongft mankind, and the conftant guardian
of it, in it’s purity and power.

And there is reafon to believe, that the nations before the flood, as well as for®
many ages after it, had not run into fuch univerfal corruption, fuch a forgetfulnefs
of the true God, and fuchvile idolatry, if they had not neglected and loft ‘that one
day in feven, which God appointed from the beginning, to be obferved in memory -
of the creation of the world by himfelf, in fix days. 4 ‘

6. I'know not whether it be improper to add in the laft place, ¢ that the fpiri--
tual or prophetical fignification of the fabbath, orof this appointed day for reft and:
worlhip, feems to run through every difpenfation of God to men.” There feems to
be an emblematical promife contained in it, thatis, a heavenly reft promifed by God
to man, after his lagours and fervices here on earth, and an everlafting day of final
Joy and worfhip in his own prefence; and this both under the covenant of innocency
made with Ademin paradife, andunder the covenant of grace made with fallen man,.

Yor. II, Ggg in:
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in every difpenfation of it. ‘The language which the apoftle ufes in the iv. chapter
to the Hebrews, feems to denote thus much, vsiz. That a fabbath-day, to comme-
morate God’s ceafing from his works of creation, was appointed to be obferved by
the feed of Ijrael, as a figure, pledge and promife of the land of Canaan, where the
Fews fhould have reft, not only from the bondage of Eygyps, but from their tire-
fome travels in the wildernefs : And yet further it was a token and pledge of the
reft which chriftians would enjoy under the gofpel, that is, a releafe from the bon-
dage of fin, as well as a figure of the final reft in the heavenly ftate, which all
the people of God fhould be partakers of in the world to come. Now fince the
promife of this heavenly reft, and glorious ftate of divine worfhip, is not yet ac-
complithed, I have not yet met with fufficient reafon why one day of worfhip and
reft, after fix days of labour, which is a figure and emblem of it, thould entirely
ceafe. There are fome figures and emblems in every difpenfation, till all the gra-
ces and bleflings fignified thereby are fulfilled.

Now, if all thefe confiderations put together, will but go fo far as to make it
highly probable, that one day in feven has been always the proportion of time which
God has appointed for a fabbath, that is, for reft from labour, and for divine wor-
fhip, this probability, as to the time and manner of a duty, thould go for evidence,
where no further evidence can be procured, and where the duty itfelf feems clear
and certain. And fince fome reft from labour, and fome feafons for worfhip are
neceffary, we cannot do a more reafonable thing, than to feparate that proportion of
time, which the wifdom of God has certainly feparated in fome of his difpenfa-
tions to men, and moft probably in all of them : Nor can we chufe a fitter day than
that, which, by very probable reafons, is recommended to us by the example of
the apoftles, and primitive churches, when all jewi/b fabbaths are entirely abolifhed.

Yet here I afk leave to make this remark, That though both reft and worfhip
run through the law of the fabbath in all ages; yet by diligent reading the old te-
ftament, and the hiftory and laws of the Fews, we find that reft from their own la-
bours, and bufinefs, and pleafures, on the feventh day, is the grand point kept
chiefly in view, -in the commands and threatenings relating to the fabbath, and that
not only as an advantage to fpiritual worfhip, but as being in itfelf the moft noted
and vifible part of their fabbatizing. But in the new teftament, affembling for chri-
ftian worfhip, is moft frequently reprefented as the defign of the firft day of the
week, or Lord’s-day. 'Which, of thefe two, is moft noted and vifible in the original
apd paradifaical fabbath, is doubtful.

Now, may it not be inferred, that the Fews were required to worfhip God on their
fabbath, becaufe God had appointed it a day of reft from labour; and that chri-
ftians fhould reft from their labour on their Lord’s-day, becaufe God has appointed
it a day of worfhip. And perhaps this may be one reafon, why the reft, or releafe
from work, on the jewifs fabbath, was more ftrit and abfolute, as being a cere-
mony primarily in view, or at leaft moft exprefs and obvious in the command: But
in the chriftian fabbath, or Lord’s-day, worfhip being the primary defign of it, no
more reft is neceffary, than'may attain the beft ends and advantages of chriftian
worthip *, and that will be fuch fufficient relief or reft for animal nature, as was:
defigned from the beginning, and made perpetual. Th

The

® Though worlhip be the chief defign, yet T do not pretend, that aftual worhip fhould fill up the
whole day ; but the Eeﬂ ends and advantages of worfhip, cannot be ohtained, where there is.not'a day of
e from the bufineflesand labours of human life, as 1 have fhewn before, o
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The jewi/b ftate, was the childifh age of the church, as St. Paul to the Galatians
reprefents, chapter iv. the chriftian-difpenfation, is it’s more mature age : Now chil-
dren are trained up in religion, by being brought early into the public affemblies
of worfhip firft to teach them to fit ftill, and reft from labour, and from play and
bodily exercifes; but when they grow up to mature years, they learn and pradtife
the worthip of God in public affemblies. In younger childhood, the chief defign
of their obfervation of a fabbath, or their coming to church, is a feparation or ab-
ftinence from the things of the world : In their growing years, and riper age, it is,
that they may honour and glorify their creator and redeemer.

I contefs, this is but a fimilitude, but, it is borrowed from St. Paul’s defcription
of the jewifh and chriftian ftates: yet, to confirm this general remark, I would take
notice, that the jewifh day for worfhip and reft is always called the fabbath, which
fignifies reft: The day for chriftian reft and worthip is never called a fabbath in
fcripture, but the firft day, or the Lord’s-day, to denote it’s reference to our rifen
Lord, and his honour. )

Here are feveral queftions which arife on this fubje&, but I fhall only give a brief
anfwer to three or four of them here. '

Queftion I. Since it is granted, that at the abolition of judaifi, the paradifiacal
or patriarchal command for obferving the fabbath in general abides ftill in force, and
fince the feventh day from the creation was appointed in the fame original command,
why does not that abide in force too ? And why is not the feventh day the enly trug -
fabbath, now as well as it was in the days of -the patriarchs, or from the beginning
of the world ? ,

Anfwer I. We can never find with certainty, which is the feventh day from the
creation ; and God would never make it a neceflary duty to obferve fuch a day which
is impofiible to be found out.

It is generally granted, that the feventh-day fabbath was loft under the egyptian
bondage, if not for many ages before: Now if there was fo greatan interruption,
I think it is hard to be proved, that the jews/) fabbath * was the feventh day from
the creation of the world : this is often made a doubt and matter of difpute in this
controverfy. Some learned men, by exact calculations have pretended to find, that
the fabbath which God difcovered and marked out for their tuture obfervation by
providing a double quantity of manna the day before, was really the fixth day of the
week, and not the feventh from the creation. And if fo, then chriftians who keep
the Lord’s-day are altually returned to the antient paradifiacal or patriarchal fab-
bath, that is, the laft day of tlie week of the creation .

‘ Ggg 2 Whether

® Though the jewif fabbath may be called fometimes the feventh day, this can only mean the day. of
reft after fix days of labour, which is the conftant fenfe of it; but not the very feventh day on which
God: refted, and which he fanQified for a fabbath to Adem in paradife. .

+ Mr. Fofeph Mede, that very learned Writer, in the laft age, difcourfes on the fabbath, from Eze#. xx..
20. ¢ Hallow my fabbaths, and they fhal be a fign between me and you, to acknowledge that I Fehovabam
your God.” And-bere he fuppofes, that as in the xx. of Exodus, the creation of the world in fix days, -
and God's refting on the feventh, is given as the reafon why the 7ews were appointed to keep one day
in feven; fo in the v. of Deuteronomy, their deliverance from Egjype, and' their ret from bondage, -
was the reafon why they were required to keep that particular day for their fabbath, whether it were
the feventh from the creation or no. Scripture no where tells us it was fo, though men take it
for granted. Certain I am, faith- he, the Feaws kept not that day fer a fabbath till the raining of
manna: And when it had rained manna fix days together, it rained none on the feveath, which was
the twenty-fecond day of the fecond month, and this they -wese comymanded to keep for their fab-
bath. Now if the twenty-fecord day of the month were the fabbath, the fifteenth thould have been
{o too, if that day had been kept before as the feventh from the creation : But- the text tells us plainly,

- &Exod.xvi. 1. that they marched a wearifome march on that day, and this by God’sown appointmetgt.
at
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Whether thefe calculations of days, which T have here reprefented from the wri-
tings of learned men are juft or no, yet flill it feems that men of learning, even in
our age, are not all agreed, and cannot certainly teach us, which was the true fe-
‘venth day, or the fabbath of 4dam and the patriarchs before Mofes : And if it can-
not be certainly known by the learned, it can never be known by the bulk of man-
kind, and therefore it is impofible to ‘be obferved ; nor would God command aH
‘men to practife, what cannot be known, by the greateft part of them?

Do we not efteem it a fufficient reafon againit the abfolute neceffity of the fuc-

ceffion of bifhops, or minifters, in a right line from the apoftles, that this line of
confecration and fucceflion, by running through all the ages of popery, and the con-
tefts of two or three popes at one time, has been fo broken, that it can never be
certainly known ; and therefore fuch a fort of ecclefiaftical fucceffion and confecra-
tion, can never be abfolutely neceffary to' furnith the chrittian church with minifters
or holy ordinances ? Now if this reafon be good, in the cafe of perfons who celebrate
divine worthip, why thould it not be good alfo in cafes relating to the time or day
of divine worthip ?
. On the other hand, the true day of the refurretion of Chrif on the firft day of the
-week, has certainly been conveyed down to us, by the chriftian churches without inter-
ruption: And Jince, there are no fuch doubts about this day, as are about the feventh day
after the creation, why fhould we not rather keep that day, which has fo much encour-
agement and countenance in the new teftament, and may certainly be known by us *

Anfwer 2. But I add yet further, that the obfervation of one day in feven for reft
and for worfhip, feems to be fo far of a moral nature, as to be of perpetual obliga-
tion ; as I have before proved : for it hath a neceffary and very important influence,
both toward the honour of the great God, and the temporal and fpititual welfare of
mankind, to keep one day in a fhort rotation or compafs of time; and becaufe man
could not find out the due proportion, God himfelf had manifefted it from the be-

ginning of the world : But that this fhould always be precifely the feventh day from
the

that is, by the leading cloud ; and therefore it is plain they did not keep it as a fabbath. Now fince the
beginning of their year was altered for a memorial of their coming out of Egypt, Exod. xii. 2. why might
"not their day of holy relt alfo be altered for 2 memorial of the fame mercy + And thus God, as the crea-
tor of the world, and as their redeemer from the land of bondage, had his proper memorial of both in
the jeawi/b fabbath, even Fchowvah their creator and redeemer.

There is a learned author has written a treatife, 1683. whofe running title is, ¢ The patriarchal fab-
bath ;™ and he alfo, by computation drawn from the xvi. chapter of Exodus,.fays,. ¢ As God at the ia-
fitution of the paffover appointed that month. to be the firft to the Jfraelites, which was not the firft in ref-
pe& of the creation, fo he purpofed to change the beginning of the week to the Ifraelites, and appoint that
day their feventh, which was the fixth in the patriarchal account. And he left a plain note or charalter
upon it perhaps he means, the with-holding the manna page 9g9. And in page 186. he fays, ** all communion
avith-heathens is pathetically forbidden to the Feavs, left they fhiould by that means be drawn to idolatryr;
and therefore, we have lefs reafon to wonder that God fhould appoint the Feavs another day for their week-
ly fabbath, than that which was inftitated at firft te all mankind, when the gentiles had perverted the con-

. fecration of that day to the worfhip of the fun. And for the like reafon, the chriftian church changed the
‘name of Sunday into that of the Lord’s-day, that fhe might fecure her children from the opinion of the
‘heathen'world, that it was in honour of the planet of the fun.”

But befides this, he adds, page 188. “ The more fpecial reafon of God's appointing the Saturday for
their fabbath, was becaufe Sazuday was the firft day of reft they had from egyprian ﬁondage: For they march-
‘edfrom Ramefes on Friday the z'teenth day of the firft month, and fet up their booths at Succoth on Satur-
day, which I fuppofe this asthor takes to be too laborious a work for a fabbath; and that therefore Sarar-
day could not be the ancient fabbath, but the next day they refted there,

The learned dotor Wallis, in his controverly with mr, Bampfie/d on this fubje& in 1692. and 169y.
fays, ¢ whether this new feventh day from the firft raining of manna, be the fame with that from the croa-
$ion, no man can tell ; but there is fix to one odds, that it 1s not.” And doftor N. Homeslin 1673. wrotean
«flay to prove that our Lord's-day, is the fame day of the weck, which was the antient patriaschal fabbathe
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the creation, carries no fuch neceflity in it, nor does nature or fcripture tell us fo; and
it is beyond the power of my reafon, to find out the morality of it, or what ne-
«ceffary influence it has toward the honour of God, or the welfare of man ; and there<
Jore I cannot fee, that it is of perpetual obligation, or that it is unchangeable. And
though God might once command it to the Jews, or to Adam and the patriarchs.;
yet he might make a change of it upon any proper occafion.
Since therefore, we chriftians obey the command of keeping one day in feven for
reft and worthip, which feems to be moral ; and fince in the mere nature of things
there feems to ge as good reafon to obferve the firft day of the week in honour of
our Lord’s refurreftion, and our redemption from fin and hell, as the patriarchs
‘had to keep the feventh in imitation of God’s refting from creation, or the {m}:
keeping their fabbath to commemorate their deliverance and reft from egyptian bon-
dage; and further, fince it was the direCtion and example of the apoftles, and
feems to be the moft general opinion and prattice, of the primitive chriftians and
churches, to keep this say ; I think our reafonings on this fide are the ftrongeft and
moft weighty.
There is, fo far as I can find, no plain proof in all the new teftament, of chri-
ftians * keeping the feventh day as a fabbath, after the chriftian difpenfation began
‘at Pentecoft, Adls ii. and fince the honours due to God for the creation of the world,
as well as for the redemption by his Son, are paid to him ene day in feven, by our
refting and worfhipping on that day, in conformity to apoftolic example ; we think
the firft day of the week bids much fairer for our obfervance, than the fabbath of
the Fews. -
But to make it yet plainer, that the keeping of the feventh day of the week has
no morality in it, let us enquire whether there are not fome cafes, wherein it'is impoffi-
ble to be precifely obferved, even though it were once knewn : As for inftance,
If a nation kept their fabbath on the feventh day by fuppofed divine appoint-
ment, and a fleet of their fhips fhould be fent round the world, travelling towards
the weft, this would make their days longer; and as they would find fewer days
in compaffing the globe, fo they would find their own fixth day to be the fabbath
of their nation at their return home. Or fuppofe they fhould travel towards the eaft,
their days would be fhorter and more in number, and they would find theit own
eighth, or firft day of the week, to be the nation’s public fabbath at their return.
Now if either the firft or laft day of the week appear to have any thing moral in
them, furely it ought to be obferved : And thusin the nation there would be three
fabbaths kept, wiz. the Friday by thofe who went weftward, the Sunday by thofe
who went eaftward, and the Saturday by thofe who tarried at home. And by ano-
‘ther fuch voyage, the eaftern travellers would bring their fabbath to Monday, and
-the weftern to Thurfday. Can we think that the moral law of God requires thi
~diverfity of fabbaths? ’

. Is it a moral command to the eaftern travellers, that they fhould keep their fe-
venth day, which is the eighth to the inhabitants of the nation ?* Is it a moral du.
ty to the weftern travellers to keep their feventh, which is the fixth to all the nation
befides ? And if it were a moral duty, would it be lawful for either of them to re-

fign

® Some have fuppofed, that the apoftle’s argument in Heb. iv. it implies the feventh day fabbath obs
ferved by fome chriftians. 1 have fearched into that text, and I think Pauls argument is very gpod
without that fuppofition. But if it be granted, that Heb. iv. intimates the jewi. fabbath.to.be kept, it

is only by converted JF¢evs 5 and let it be remembered, that thefe jeavifk chriitians were very long & weana
ing from judaifm.
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fign their pretences to the cuftom of the nation when they came home, and to changa
their day ? One day in feven may be moral, becaufe it may be obferved by all the
dwellers and travellers round the earth 5 but the feventh day from the creation can-
not be fo, and therefore is not unchangeable.

. Perhaps it will be replyed here, does not this difficulty and uncertainty fall as hard
and heavy on the firft day of the week as it does on the feventh? :

I anfwer ; By no means, for I bring it only to prove, that the very feventh day of
the creation is not a moral law : Now we do not pretend, that the firft day is of a
moral nature, but is a mere polfitive, appointment ; and fince we find out that, ra-
ther by the cuftom of the churches and apoftles, than by exprefs words of fcrip-
ture 3 fo I would follow the cuftom of the churches alfo in any fuch difficulty, where
the firft day fhould be loft or become doubtful, fince it is not a duty of the mo-
ralr law, and it's inftitution by Chriff, is not fo exprefs and evident, as could be
defired.

I own I lay not much ftrefs upon fuch geographical arguinents about the ch
of the day by travellers ; but I had a mind to fthew, that God would not lay much
ftrefs upon fuch a changeable point, and that this change of the day to travellers,
does not fo much affe¢t the chriftian Lord’s-day, as it does the feventh day- from the
creation, if the one be infifted on as a moral law and unchangeable, and the other
does not pretend to fuch a morality and unchangeablenefs. ,

Queftion II. If the chriftian fabbath depend on the command in paradife, as te
the proportion of one day in feven, why did it not immediately take place upon the
abolition of all jewi/h fabbatifms? And why was not this plain and original reafop
given for it by the apoftles ? And if the day was changed from the feventh to the
firft, what reafon can be given, why the Fews did not raife a violent oppofition to
it, at it’s firft inftitution, who never failed to oppofe cvery thing of that kind, contra-
ry to the mofaic law? And why did chriftians themfelves keep the feventh day,
which it is plain from church-hiftory, that many of them did long after the pre-
tended inftitution of the firft day. :

Anfwer. I join all thefe queftions in one, becaufe I think one anfwer will ferve
for them all.

Though the original reafon of a fabbath was the command in paradife, yet that
idea had been probably loft before the days of Mo/es, and for many ages fince it had
been as it were overwhelmed with the various fabbatifms of the Fews, and the cere-
monies depending thereupon : And though it ftood in the mofaic hiftory, yet as ma.
ny mofaic laws were long forgotten and unpractifed, during the ftate of judaifm, fo,
this law of paradife, did not immediately emerge and arife again into clear light and
practice, but might be mingled with jewi/b fabbatifms in the minds of men, nor ap-
pear even to chnitians themielves in a diftinét light. It was by the wife providence
of God, that it was permitted to lie un-noticed for a feafon, till the jewifb chrifti-

.ans were more brougﬁt off from their exceffive fondnefs for-mofaic rites. -

And though the reafons of the change of the day, from the feventh to the firft,
came from the refurretion of Cbrif, and was plainly in many inftances obferved by
the apoitles 3 yet it was not, all at once, prefcribed to chriftians as a new command,

_nor introduced into the churches. The firft chriftians for many years were origi-

nally Fews, and the firft great bufinefs and labour of the apoftles, after preaching the

eflential doétrines of religion and the gofpel, was to take them off from all jewi/s

ceremonies, of which their fabbatifms were fome of the chief: this appears from

; A_fcriptux~<:, with great evidence. But afterwards, when the gentiles were convcrtc:j
- )

—_— e —
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and jewifb fabbaths not brought: in among them, the importance and neceflity of a
certain hxed day for chriftian worfhip appeared more and more; and the obfervation
of the firft day, which had been intimated by apoftolic example before, was more
plainly taught and introduced among chriftians by degrees.

Nor is this ftrange that it fhould be fo, when there are other dotrines and duties of.
more moment, fuch as the atonement of Chrif for fin, faith in that atonement, &,
which our faviour and his apoftles introduced among men in the chriftian difpenfation,
not all at once, but gently and obfcurely at firft, and by fuch degrees, as men were
able to bear it. ,

- And it is upon this account, that we do not read of any fuch fignal oppofition of
the Fews to the obfervation of the firft day of the week, as might have been expected =
Yet the jewifb chriftians might make fome oppofition to it, as it feems from Rom.
xiv. Col.ii. &¢. And they did poflibly obferve the feventh day for fome time, per-
haps together with the firft, or perhaps without it, becaufe they were not perfectly
cured of judaizing; and the gentile converts might fometimes join with them, partly.
being entangled with jewifb {cruples, and partly by way of cendefcenfion and compli-
ance with indifferent things for the fake of peace and charity, of which St. Paul gives
us remarkable examples and rules on other occafions. v '

- This will alfo give us a very fair anfwer to that argument for the continuance of
the jewifh fabbath, which is drawn from our faviour’s advice to his difciples, relating;
to the deftruction of Ferufalem, Matth. xxiv. 20. ¢ Pray ye that your flight be not in
the winter, nor on the fabbath-day,” ¢&g¢c.  This text will by no means prove that our
faviour intended the jewifh feventh-day fabbath fhould be obferved by chriftians
after the time of the deftruction of the jesei/b polity: But he forefaw the prejudices
both of Fews and jewifb chriftians would be fo ftrong, that chriftians might find
very great inconveniencies thereby, both in their own confciences, and by the oppo-
firion of the Fews, if their flight from the deftruction of the city, happened on the
fabbath of the Fews. And if this fignify their flight on the fabbath-day, it is .certain’
that our faviour here can only mean to fhew the hardfhips which mightarife on this
occafion from jewifb cuftoms or prejudices; for neither Fews nor chriftians were by
any laws of God forbidden to fight, or fly, or do any thing necefary for the fafety of:
their lives on a fabbath, either under sudaifim or chriftianity. But while the jewifh.
polity was not yet abfolutely and utterly diffolved, but only diffolving *, the flight
of his difciples might be, many ways, rendered exceeding troublefome on a fabbath.-

- Yet I think Dr. Hammond’s conjecture is not utterly to be omitted here; for if the.
word ¢«€Ca7e in this place can mean the fabbatical year, their flight would be doubly
inconvenient both in the winter, when there was no food in the field, and on the fab-
batical year, when the fields were not fown, and both war and famine would come
together. Now if this be the fenfe, the fabbath-day has nothing todoin thistext.

Queftion I1I. Is not the holinefs of days and times, abolifhed under the new tefta-
ment, as well as the holinefs of places? Are not the expreflions which abolith ail
{abbaths very plain and exprefs? Does not the apoftle feverely reprove the Galatians

chapter

* Many of the mofaical precepts, are to be confidered as political, as well as religious ceremonies. Now.
while the jesvi/s polity fubfilted, not only fabbaths but even circumcifion, fome facrifices, and fevesal other
thinﬁs feem to be left upon a foot of indifferency, as things decaying and vanifhing away, as theapotile
fpeaks; Acb. vili: 13. and as things lawful to be complied-with, according as prudence fhould ditate to the
jowifh chriftians, in the places where they were; whileat the fame time the religious obligationjwas really-
ﬁni(h:hd at the feuting up of the gofpel-ftate, or chriftianity, at the day. of Pesrecoff, when the Spirit. was
poured out.
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chapter iv. 10. « for obferving days and months, and times and years " Does he
not teach the Coloffians, chapter ii. 16. ¢ that no man fhould judge them in meats
or drinks, or in refpet of a holy-day, or new moons, or fabbaths? How can we
fuppofe then, thereis any holinefs of days required, under the chriftian ftate? Or what
holinefs belongs to the Lord’s-day wherein chriftians meet to worfhip.

Anfwer. The holinefs either of days or places, has very great degrees of diffe-
rence in it. The land of Canaan wasthe holy land, becaufe the people of God
dweltin it. Jerufalem was yet a more holy city, becaufe God chofe it for his habita-
tion and his temple-worfhip. The inner courts of the temple were fo holy, that the
gentiles might not walk in them; and befides this, there was the holy place where
pone might enter but the priefts; and the moft holy, where the high-prieft only might
appear, and that but once ina year. Soitis alfo in times; thereare feveral degrees
of holinefs in them. God blefled the feventh day in paradife and fanétified it, or
made it holy, that is, feparated it from the other days by a peculiar appointment
for the reft of man, and the worfhip of God; fo that the common labours of life
were notto be continueder carried onupon that day. But it was a much higher de-
gree of holinefs that God put on the jewi/b fabbath, by ordaining moft peculiar cere-
monies of worfhip, and by a more abfolute and rigorous command, of refting from
every purpofe of human lite, which was not abfolutely neceffary, and by fevere penal-
ties on the offender. Now all this jewi/b holinefs of times is abolithed by the autho-
rity of Cbrift, and the writings of St. Pax/under the gofpel, as I have fhewn before.
And indeed our faviour feemed to give hints of this kind to the Jews, that the rigo-
rous obfervance of the ceremonial fabbath was vanithing, when he told them, the
fon of man was Lord of the fabbath, Mark ii. 38. and bid the paralytic whom he
healed, take up his bed and carry it, on the fabbath-day, Fobnv. 8—i11.

Thefe jewifh {abbatizings being now abolithed by many fcriptures, and all their
ceremonial holinefs, I think the holinefs of the Lord’s-day, cannot rife higher than
that of the paradifiacal fabbath before the jewi/b ceremonies and holy things were in-
troduced ; for we have no fuch new order given us in the new teftament. 'If there-
fore we do but f{o far reft from the common bufineffes of life, as the due feafons of
chriftian worfhip require, in order to render that worfhip moft ufefyl to the public
honour of our'blefled Lord, and to our own inward holinefs and growth in grace,
the chief defigns of this day are complied with and obtained: Nor do I fee .any in-
convenience in allowing that one day in feven, and particularly the Lord’s-day, may-
bave fo much holinefs as this in it; fince we fuppole the chief parts of it are to be
feparated fromthe common bufinefles of human life, in order to worthip God, and
our rifen faviour, whofe name the day bears; while all fewi/b fabbatifms, and holy
days, are abolifhed and renounced for ever.

Quetftion IV. If the obfervation of a holy fabbath, or one day in feven for worfthip
and reft, be of fuch importance to preferve religion in the world, why is there not a
more exprefs and plain command for it under the new teftament? Why fhould we
be left in fuch obicurity, that we canonly fpell out our duty, by inferences from the -
old teftament, and fome examples and probabilities in the new, concerning the ob-
fervation of one day in feven, as well as concerning the change of that day from
the feventh to the firft ?

* Give me leave to anfwer this two or three ways. -
~ Firft, If our faviour, or his apoftles, had infifted too early, and too plainly
on the obfervation of one day in feven, as a day of holy reft from labour, they had
been in danger of giving occafion to the jewifs chriftians to have continued their
rigour
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rigour of fabbatizing; for they were fo fond of thefe yokes and ceremonies, that they
were very hardly weaned from them. Many of the weaker difciples would fcarce
have known' how to diftinguith between the ftri€t ceremonial holinefs of days im-
pofed in judai/m, and the appointment of religious worfhip, under the gofpel,
with a merciful releafe from the labours of life on the Lord’s-day. But I anfwer,

In the fecond place, by giving an inftance of the like kind, wherein God has
left a moral duty under the fame obfcurity. 'Was not monogamy, or the marri
of but one wife, as important, and as neceffary to the peace of families, the
regular and pious education of children, and the good order of the world in all ages
and nations, as it is to chriftians under the gofpel? And why then was the law, which
prohibits more wives than one, left fo obfcure and fo uncertain under the old tefta-
ment in the patriarchal and jewi/b age, that it feems to be unknown, and was often
violated both by Fews and patriarchs? Why was there a fort of permiffion for di-
vorces given by Mofes upon other caufes, befides fornication, when our faviour for-
bids it under the gofpel, and feems to declare it to lave been an irregular thing even
from the beginning of the creation, Matth. xix. 3—9? And yet there is no fplain. dif-
approbation of polygamy, nor divorces, till the days of Adalacki, the laft of the pro-
phets, Mal. ii. 14—16.
. Butlet it be obferved, that our faviour gives us the reafon of this doubtful . and
uncertain notice of, this moral duty, where he tells us, ¢ chat Myfes, becaufe of the
hardnefs of their hearts, fuffered them to put away their wives, though from the be-
ginning it was not fo ordained,” that is, the general reafon, why God left it under
this obfcurity, and gave no fuch plain and exprefs precepts and prohibitions about
fome of thefe things to the Fews and patriarchs, might be, becaufe he forefaw that
Htrong temptations from within and trom without, tfrom the cuftoms of the world,
and the appetites and paffions of nature, wouid render the duty difficult to be con-
ftantly practifed in their circumftances, or the fin difficult to be avoided: Now,
where a duty is not clearly known or difcovered, the crime of neglecting it .is pro-
portionably diminithed. Sins againft the light of reafon, or revelation, are fcarce:
imputed, where there is not light enough to lead men into the knowledge of their duty,
if there be but a fincere willingnefs to find out and prattife every duty within the
reach of their enquiries.

In like manner, when the religion of Cbrifft was to be diffufed amongft all ranks of
giople, rich and poor, bond and free, in heathen nations, where there were no fab-

ths obferved, our faviour knew it would be exceeding difficult, efpecially - for per-
fons in poor or fervile circumftances, to keep a fabbath religioufly, .to reft from their.
labours one day in feven, and devote it to religious purpofes: He might think it pro-
per, therefore, to give no fuch exprefsand folemn command about it, but introduce it:
by degrees into the churches, left the confciences of his followers fhould be too much,
cntgtngled and perplexed, between the exprefs command, and the difficulty of

ractice. ~

? The cafe of the fabbath was not the fame in the jewifb ftate: There was no fuch dif-
ficulty in keeping the appointed day. It was there commanded by God in exprefs
language, it was univerfally acknowledged by the people, taught by all the priefts
and preachers, and maintained by the high-prieft, and all the magiftrates of the
country, both as a political law of the land, and as a religious ordinance, and was
fuppofed to be publicly practifed by all the nation.

Now this tendernefs to weak chriftians is encouraged and exemplified in feveral in-
ftances in the conduct of our blefled Lord, when he was here on earth: He would not

Vo, 1I. Hhh enjoin
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enjoin hard dnd painful practices on young and tender difciples, Mark ii. 18—22. He
preached the things of the gofpel unto the people, “ as they were able to bear them,”
Mark iv. 33. Fobn xvi. 12. and infome cafes, neither God nor his fon, neither prophets
gor apeftles, would prefs fuch duties too plainly and ftrongly on.the confciences of good

men, -as would endanger the cafting a fnare upon them, that is, intangling theit

confciences, as the apoftle fpeaks, 1-Cor. vii. 35. or would burden young difciples
with too many obligations. I mention this only as a conjecture, and if it be not ap-
proved, I am no way fond. to’ fupport it. See more reafonings in anfwer to this
quettion in difcourfe the fourth, ¢ on the holinefs of places of worfhip.” S
. To conclude, fince all jewifh fefivals, new moons, and fabbaths, are abolithed .
by St. Paul’s autharity, in fuch exprefs and unlimited language, as may lead many
fincere chriftians to believe that all manner of diftin@ion of days whatfoever, whe-
ther jewifb or patriarchal, is finithed; fince the religious obfervation of days, in the
xiv. chapter to the Romans, in general, is reprefented as a matter of doubtful dif=
putation; fince the obfervation of the Lord’s-day is not built upon any exprefs and
plain inftitution by Chrift or his apoftles in the new teftament, but rather on.exam-
ples, and probable inferences, and on the reafons and relations of things; 1 can
never pronounce any thing hard or fevere upon any fellow-chriftian, who maintains
real piety in heart and lite, though his opinion may be very different from mine on
this fubjet. Nor does any man, who is humbly and fincerely ftudious of truth and
duty, and defirous to find it, deferve any reproach or cenfure upon the account of

- different opinions about meats and days; unlefs he affume fuch haughty airs of af-
furance, as arife far beyond all his evidence and proof, or indulge a perfecuting
fpirit, and reproach his brethren who differ from him.

Whatfoever we do in our diftinét pra&ices, on thefe dubious fubjeéts, let us do

it fincerely as to the Lord: ¢If we regard a day, letus regard itto the Loord ; and if
-we neglect itfor fearof fuperftition, let this alfo be with a defire to honour the Lord,™
Rom. xiv. 6. Letreligion be maintained in the life and power of it, by every one
that names the name of Cbriff, and let him faithfully purfue thofe methods, which,
.according to the cleareft difcoveries of reafon and fcripture, will be moft fuccefsful
to obtain thisend. . - :

While upon a juft furvey of things I am fatisfied, that the obfervation of the
Lord’s-day, as a chriftian fabbath, is moft for the fervice of God, for the honour of
my blefled faviour and. his gofpel, and for the increafe of true religion and godli-
nefs, I am obliged to perfift in this practice, though I have not fo exprefs and evi-
.dent a command for it, as for many other things in the chriftian life: ButI am per-
fuaded, whofoever will take a faithful review of all that is written in this effay, will
‘be inclined to confefs, that I have not maintained this my opinion and practice, with-
~out fome fair and juft appearances, both of reafon and {cripture.

There are other queftionsrelating to the Lord’s-day, viz. When muft the chriftian
tbegin his fabbath, and when muft it end? What works of labour may be performed
-on this day? And how fhould it be fpent or improved, &¢c. For anfwer to which,
¢ I refer the reader to. do&or Samue I right’s treatife on the Liord’s-day ; and to a fer-
mon, a few.years ago publifhed on this fubje&, viz, Sermon xxxi. at Berry-preet, on
ithe. principal headsof the chriftian religion.”

APPENDIX
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FIRST DISCOURSE,

Shewing the teftimonies of the primitive fathers to the Lord's-day

YT NOCTOR Zoumg, and mr. Baxter, in their difcourfes on the Lord’s-day, mr.
Placettein his ¢ differtation de morale et de theologie,” dotor #/right on the
<t obfervation of the Lord’s-day,” and feveral others, have repeated thefe teftimonies
of the antients. And the late learned and honourable lord King, in his fecond part
of the ¢ enquiry into the primitive churches,” has particularly given us this account,
which I fhall here reprefent, or rather epitomife, changing fome of his tranflations a
little nearer to the words of the original.  See page 155. § 5, 6—11. .
¢ That there are particular feafons appointed for public and folemn worfhip, appears
from Clemens Romanus; he fays, God hath required us to ferve him in the appointed
times and feafons : And in two other places of his firft epiftle, fpeaks of thofe ¢ deter-
mined and commanded feafons,” in which, when we worfhip, we may be blefled and
accepted by him. And Pliny, the heathen, reports,  that the chriftians in his time

" met together on an appointed day, to fing praifes to Chrift astoa God, and to bind

”

themfclves by a facrament. } - : :
" <« Now the chiefeft of thefe appointed times was the firlft day of the week, on;which
they conftantly met, to perform their religious fervices. $o writes Fyfin Mariyr.
« On the day that is called Surday, all that dwell in the cities or the country come
together in one place, or for the fame end: The writings of the apoftles or -pro-
phets are read, &¢.” with other religious exercifes. And upon this account - thofe
parts of God’s public worfhip are ftiled by Tersullian, the ¢ Lord’s folemnities, or
dominica folemnia:” And Cypriantells us, that thereader,. or clerk, ¢ reads on the
Lord’s.day:” "And Visiarinus Petavionenfis fays, * On the Lord’s-day we go forth:to
eat bread with gjving; of thanks,” which is the eucharift, or Lord’s-fupper: And.
Minucius Felix mentions the chriftians affembling to a feftivalon a folemn day.” -

<« Clemens Alexandrinus, callsit the chief of days, and our reft indeed.” ¢ On Sunday
we give ourfelves to gladnefs,” faith Tertullian: And before him St. Barnabas fays,
<« we keep. the eighth day with gladnefs, on which F¢/us arofe from the dead:” And
the learned author fuppofes, that Jgnatius, means the obfervation of the Lord’s-day,
by banithing every appearance of grief and forrow at thattime, infomuch, that Tery
tullian fays,  on the Lord’s-day we think it amifs, or finful, either to faftor to
kneel in worfhip:” And even when he was a montanifi he excepted the fabbaths and
the Lord’s-days from fafting. -

- ¢ Dionyfius, bithop of Corinth, in his letter to the church of Rome, fays, to day
being the Lord’s-day, we keep it holy, and therein we have read your epiftle, and
the firft epittle of Clemens,” who was paftor at Rome. Clemens of Alexandria writes,

Hhh 2 ' ¢ that
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that a true chriftian, ¢ according to the commands of the gofpel, obferves the
Lord’s day, by cafting out all evil thoughts, and entertaining profitable ones,
-glorifying the refurrection of the Lord thereby.” : ‘

- ¢ That this was done to commemorate the refurretion of the redeemer, appears
from the citations-of Barnabas, and Ignatius, and Clemensof Alexandria, in the fore-
cited places: And Fuftin Martyr relates, ¢ thaton Swunday the chriftians aflembled
together, becaufe it was the firft day in which God changed the darknefs and the
chaos, and made the world, and JFefus Chriff our faviour in that day arofe from the
dead: Foron the day before Saturday they crucified him, and the day after Saturday,
which is Sunday, he appeared to his apoftles and difciples, and taught them thofe
things which we have given you.” And Origen advifes his auditors ¢ to pray unto
God, efpecially on the Lord’s-day, which isa commemoration of the paffion of
Chrift: For the refurreftion of the Lord is celebrated not only once ina year, but
every feven days.”

« Hence it was, that the ufual appellation of this day, both by the greek and latin
‘churches ,was the Lord’s-day, nuspa xvpaxn, or xvpiaxn alone; and ¢ dies dominicus,” or
¢ dominicus alone,” of which the author gives many inftances from the primitive fa-
thers: And fometimes they called it Sunday, that the heathens might particularly un-
derftand what day they meant. ' ’

<¢ But though they fofar camplied with the heathens, as to call this day Sunday, yet1
do not find that they ever fo far indulged the Fews, as to call it the fabbath-day; for
through all their writings, as may be feen efpecially in Tertnllian and Fuftin Martyr,
theyviolently declaim againft fabbatizing, that is, the judaical obfervation of thefeventh
«day, and not the Lord’s-day, whofe fantification is approved and recommended
by Fupin Martyr and Tertullian : To which we may add that paffage of Ignatius,
“¢ let us no longer fabbatize, but keep the Lord’s-day, or live according to the
Lord’s life, on which day our life arofe by him:” Or, as it is more fully expreffed
in his interpolated epiftle, ¢ inftead of fabbatizing, let every one that loves Chrif,
#keep the Lord’s-day as a feftival, the-dayon which hearofe, the fupreme of all days,
-on which our life arofe, and there was a victory obtained over death in or by Cbrif.”

¢ Itis granted, thatthe eaftern churches, in compliancewith the jewi/b converts, who
-were numerous in thofe parts, fometimes at leaft, performed on the feventh day, the
fame public religious fervices that they-did on the firft day, obferving both the one
and the other asa feftival : But on the contrary, fome of the weftern churches fafted
on Saturday, that they might not feem to obferve any fabbath with the Fews.” Thus
€ar this learned writer; other teftimonies have been adduced by other authors, and
particularly that of Theopbilus of Amtioch,“ the third day, which taking it’s name from
the refurrection of the Lord, is called the Lord’s-day, is the firft day of the week:”

And fome later fathers fpeak more plainly ftill.

- There have been indeed fome remarks upon two or three of thefe citations, which
smay render the force of the-argument, drawn from them, a little doubtful; but moft
of thefe teftimonies are fo'plain, that they cannot well be anfwered, nor fairly turned

to any other fenfe.

THE




I 421 ]

| THE SECOND i
A PP ENDTIZX

FIRST DISCOURSE

INCE this difcourfe was written, in the year 1733, Ihave refumed this contro-
verfy about the fabbath into an impartial examination, and have read all the pa-
pers fince written, which have come within my notice. 1 confefs, fome of them
contain feveral thoughts of great importance on this fubjeét; butIdo notfind, upon
the whole review, any fufficient reafon to change my fcheme or fentiments, though 1
hope I have been enabled to confirm and eftablith fome parts of them, by relieving
objections, which'I had not met with before, and inferting, here and there, a further
illuftration. '

If the fcheme, which I have propofed, be deficient in any part of it, fo far as 1
can judge, it muft be in thefe three particulars. _ ,

1. In the proof of the patriarchal fabbath to be moral and perpetual.

2. In fecuring the appointment of the patriarchal fabbath from that general abos
lition of all manner of fabbaths, and all diftin&ion of days, which St. Paw/ feems to
pronounce in Rom. xiv. 5, 6. Gal. iv. 9, 10. and Colof. ii. 16.

3. In proving the Lord’s-day to be an atual folemn inftitution, or command o!
Chrift and his apoftles. ‘ ‘

Now, if the proofs of thefe things fhould appear to be infufficient and defeétive,
and if I were thereby conftrained to change the prefent {cheme, upon my clofeft
Turvey of things, I think, I fhould do it, in this manner.

Firft, I would allow the inftitution of the patriarchal fabbath to be a mere pofitive
command to the patriarchs, and re-inforced by Mofes to the jewi/b nation, even as
facrifices were, or as circumcifion, which were both abolifhed by chriftianity. ,

And though the law of the fabbath might have many rational expediencies in it,
which look like moral duties, yet, perhaps, itis poffible, they may not quite arife to an
exprefs moral command, and a law of perpetual obligation. So the #slion law of
punithment for injuries, received, amongft the Fews, viz: ¢ an eyefor aneye, and 4
tooth for a tooth,” has great appearances in it of rational expediency, and of a moral
nature; yet it is not fuppofed to be made a moral and perpetual law: but together
with all other peculiay laws of the Fews, it was abrogated when the jewifsh church
and ftate were diffolved. , *

Secondly, I might then allow the utter abolition of the patriarchal, aswellasthe jewi/s
fabbath, by the ftrong and unlimited expreflions of St. Paul, concerning the abo-
Jition of all diftin&ions of meats, and days, and fabbaths; even as facrifices were

begun
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begun with Adam, and circumcifion with Abrabam, yet both were finifhed at the
introduction of chriftianity. But then, ’

In the third place, it will appear there is fo much expediency, and almoft a
neceflity of folemn and certain days appointed for the. prefervation of all pub-
lic religion, and for the celebration of chriftian worfhip, that the apoftles thought
i peceflary,- by their recommendation,- and by their own example, to-devote or fet
?‘; rt one day in feven for this purpofe ; fince God, under all his tormer difpenfations,

fanétified and appointed one day in feven for his public worfhip. And as the
talion law, and fome other parts of the jewi/b polity, feem to be grounded upon a
very reafonable expediency, and may be a proper direction and advice to every ftate
in their making of laws, fo the reafonablenefs and expediency of appointing one
day in feven for public worfhip, appearing evident to the apoftles from. all. God’s
former difpenfations, and almoft from the nature of things; they gave it as their ad-
vice to the chriftian churches to follow this cuftom, and practifed it themfelves.

And fince all the former diftinétions of days, and their holinefs were abolithed, and
even the obfervation of the feventh day, whereon. God finifhed his creation, and
fince there muft be fome day agreed upon for public worthip, they thought it veey
proper, that fince the great work of the redemption of Chrzf?, which lays a foun-
dation for the new creation, was finithed on the firft day of the week by Chrift’s re-
furre&tion from the dead, that this day thould fucceed in the place of the day appoint-
¢d 2s a memorial- of the old creation; and in order to keep both thefe important
matters always within the view of chriftians, viz. both creation and redemption, there-
fore one day in feven, and particularly the firft of thefeven, was tecommended by the
apottles to be their conftant day of public worfhip. And, thus the obfervation of
the Lord’s-day, of which we have not a plain- and uncontefted proof by way of
divine folemn inftitution in the new teftament, will ftand upon the foot of a moft
reafopable practice, partly borrowed from the inftitutions of God in all” former
Hges, ‘ever fince the creation, and partly from the apoftolical advice, recommendatioa
and example, in the laft age of ‘ the church. o ‘

And if this fhould appear to be the cafe, then thie only reafon which I can think of,
why fo expedient and almoft neceffary a prattice was not made an exprefs and folema
inftitution, and why it was Jeft rather upon the foot of apoftolic advice and exam-
ple, was, that the confciences of good clhriftians, efpecially while the world was
all-jewifb "or heathen, might have fome liberty indulged them, and might not be
laid under fo fevere a yoke of bondage, ag fometimes fuch an exprefs inftitution
might happen to lay upon them in jews/h or heathen countries. This reafon I'have
- mentioned in the difcourfe itfelf, as one way of accounting for-the obfcurity and

doubtfulnefs of fuch an inftitution, if the Lord’s-day was really inftituted. '
« Ifay again, if I were to change my prefent fentiments, fo far as I can yet judge,
I fhould tall into thefe which I have now exprefled ; but I acknowledge I have not
yet feen fufficient reafon to depart from the fentiments I have maintained in the dif-
courfe itfelf, nor to relinquifh our obligations to obferve on¢ day in feven for a day
- of reft and worfhip as a perpetual law, and particularly the Lord’s-day, as an ap-

pointment of Chrift by his apoftles. ¢ We know but in part,” and we thould not
be too pofitive beyogd all our evidence. ¢ Whereto we have attained, let us walk by
the fame rule, and mind the fame thing; and let us be followers of -St. Pax/, and
the other apoftles, and mark, or imitate them that walk fo, as we have them for our
example,” Phil. iii. 16, 17. What appears a fufficient evidgnce to ope man, does
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ot appear fo to anbther : ¢ Let us all follow peace with all men, and holinefs, with«
out which no man fhall fee the Lord,” Heb: xii. 14. * For the kingdom of heae
wven is not meats; and drinks, and days, but righteoufnefs and peace,” Romt. xiv. 17

DI SCOURSE I
Of the time of day for adminifiering the Lord s-fupper : or an anfwer to that
: queflion, © May it lawfully be adminiftered at noon 2
HERE have been fome pious and devout perfons, who would willingly
* A - fulfil all their duties of worfhip precifely according to thé appointment of
God, who have therefore fcrupled to receive the Lord’s-fupper at noon, becauft it
s called a fupper, and it was inftituted and celebrated by our Lord F¢fus Chriff in
the evening of the day. : . o
I will eafily grant, that where the time of any duty is exprefsly inftituted-and com-
manded by God, it ought to be punually obferved ; but it doth not neceffarily
follow, - that every circumftance of time or place, which happened to attend
g:rt of worfhip,- when the prophets, apoftles, or Chrif# hitfelt performed it, m
obferved alfo whenfoever we perform that worthip. 7obn preached and inftitus
ted baptifm at the river Jordan, with a hairy garment upon him, and-3 ledthern
girdle; but it is not neceffary that we fheuld be baptized by the river-fide, nor that
the minifter who preaches or performs it, fhould wear fuch veftmeénts of hair or
feather. Chrift prayed at midnight, and on a mountain, he preached from a fhip to
thofe on the fhore, and ordained his difciples to go forth and preach and pray ; but
t"hcrel was no neceflity that they fhould always, or at any time, obferve the fame houn
or place. : : " :
I?x fome other effays, I have fhewn, that there is a great difference betwixt religious
ceremonies, and mere natural circumftances in worfhip. - A religious ceremony is
cither an action, or 2 manner or circumftance of attion by which fome fpecial honour
is defigned to be paid to God ; and therefore God alone can inftitute it, who alone
can determine what fhall be honourable to himfelf : thefe religious ceremonies have
generally a fignification of fomething fpiritual, inward and invifible belonging to
them. :
Mere natural circumftances are fuch as are neceffary, or at leaft convenient to the
performance of acts of worfhip, confidered merely as natural a&tions, and abftratted
from their religious defign : Such are time, place, habit, gefture, {&¢. for no natu-
ral action can be put forth but it muft be in fome time, in fome place, in fome pof-
ture of body; and in public worfhip with fome fort of garments on too. Now-
many of thefe, efpecially under the new teftament, are not precifely determined in
chriftian worthip; they have no hely fignification in them, and are left to the
convenience of each fingle perfon, or of each fingle fociety or church of Chrif.
Now let us apply the%e things to the Lord’s fupper, and fce how ‘many circum-
ftances, attending the firft adminiftration thereof, are inftituted ceremonies; and how
many of them are mere natural circumftances, which feem to be rather accidental

than effential at the firft celebration of this ordinance. )
S Firft,
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- Firft, Thetime. 1. On Thurfday. 2. The thirteenth or fourteenth day of the
month. 3. In the evening. 4. After fupper.

.. Secondly, The place. 1. A city. 2. An upper-room. .3 A large room. 4. A
furnithed room, as in Mark xiv. 15, 16. ¢ a large upper-room furnithed, £3¢.”

Thirdly, The elements. 1. Bread, perhaps one loaf, as 1 Cor.x. 17. 2. Wine,
whether red or white, we know not. i

Fourthly, The actions. 1. Blefling the bread and the wine diftinétly and a-part,
2. Breaking the bread. 3. Diftributing. 4. Receiving. 5. Singing a hymn.

Fifthly, The pofture of the body, wsz. fitting with their legs behind them, lean-
ing u{;;on the table with the left elbow, of which fee Pool’s annotations, Adatth. xxvi.
20, &Je. '

Sixthly, The words fpoken. wviz. ¢ Take, eat; this is my body. Drink ye all
of it, this is my bloud of the new teftament, which is thed for many for the remiffion
of fins,” which are exprefled in feveral varieties, by the feveral evangelifts, and by
the apoftle Paul; and therefore the fame precife form of words cannot be ne-
ceflary.

It is evident to the reafon of every reader, that fome things among the fore-
mentioned particulars are neceflary to the effence or fubftance of the ordinance itfelf.

1. The elements ; there muft be bread and wine ; but whether it is abfolutely ne-
ceffary, that it thould be bread made of wheat,! and wine made of the juice of the
grape, may afford a doubt and fcruple. 'Why not barley or oaten bread, and wine
of the juice of currants be fufficient, efpecially in fuch regions, or fuch poor villa-
ges, where wheat and grapes are not found, nor hardly to be procured?

2. There muft be alfo the action of blefling the bread and wine, or giving thanks
before this facred feaft, and praying for a blefling on it: This was done by our
faviour diftin&tly twice, that is, both before partaking of the bread, and of the cup.
But is a diftinét blefling of each element neceflary whenfoever we celebrate this ordli)-
nance? I own I like it beft, becaufe it feems as if it were fingular and peculiar ta this
ordinance, and was not done at common meals: But I would not fay, it is abfolute-
ly neceffary at every adminiftration, and that thofe who blefs the bread and wine to-
gether do any thing unlawful. -

3. There feems to.be a neceflity of breaking the bread, to fignify that the body
of our faviour was broken for our fins: ¢ this is my body which is broken for you.”
Yet it may be queried, whether dividing the bread by cutting, may not be lawful
and proper. For 1. As breaking bread was the ufual way of dividing it among
the Fews, fo is cutting it among us. 2. Cutting the bread reprefents his body
being wounded with nails and thorns, and a fpear, as much as breaking. But how-
ever that be, it is agreed by all of us, that the bread may be cut almoft through, to
render the breaking it regularly more convenient and eafy, as is ufually practifed in,
our churches.

4. The words of the inftitution fhould be certainly pronounced, or words of much

- the fame fenfe, at the diftribution of the elements, viz. ¢ This is the body of Cbrif,” or
this is an emblem or figure of the body of Chriff, 8zc. and ¢ this cup is the new co-
venant or new teftament in the bloud of Cbriff,” or a fign and feal of the new tefta-
ment, or of the new covenant, ¢ in his bloud, which was fhed for many for the re-
miffion of fins.” But itis by no means neceffary to fay always the very fame words.
For, it is certain, this ordinance was celebrated or performed by our faviour but once,
and yet the feveral evangelifts differ in their relation of the words ufed by Chrift 5
and St. Paul, in his account of it, differs from them all. Therefore it is evident, tixhat

tq
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‘the fpirit of Chriff in writing the new teftament, never defigned to confine-us pre-

?ifely to one fet of words, or the fame phrafes, but only to the fame fenfe. Yot
urther ; .

5. The elements muft be diftributed that all may partake: But whether the
paftor muft diftribute them to the hand of every communicane; whether the dea-
cons, who ferve tables, may diftribute them, or whether they- may be diftributed
throughout the congregation by the communicants from hand to hand, thisis notany
where determined certainly, and'is no evident part of the inftitution itfelf, and I
think it may be prattifed any way. : -
~In the laft place, a table-gefture was the mode in which Cbrift adminiftered, and
his difciples did firft receive this ordinance; and I think a table-gefture is the moft
proper to reprefent a fupper, or a religious feaft and holy communion. But I dare
not fay, thisis fo much an inftituted and neceflary part of the ordinance, that it can-
not be profitably cclebrated withoutit. God forbid, that I fhould pronounce this fa-
crament null and vain to all the foreign proteftant churches, moft of which recetve it
ftanding, or to the englith epifcopal church, who receive it on their knees!

And let it be remembechJ, the jewifb table-gefture was very'different from our’s,
and yet we have changed it for fitting.
 Bur as for fome other of the circumftances which firft attended this ordinance, it is
impoffible they fhould be neceffary to our conftant and repeated celebration of: it,
Does any chriftian think it neceflary, that this facrament fhould never be adminifter-
ed but in a large upper room? Is it not lawful nor valid, if performed in a little
raom and on a ground-floor ?

Again, our faviour adminiftered this ordinance to twelve perfons who were all
men, and juft after another fupper; but can any man think that we muft never ad-
ninifter it, but where there are juft twelve men to receive it, and that no-wamaa
muft ever partake of it; and that we muft always eat another fupper before we re-
ceive this? ' -

Yet further, what chriftian ever thought it neceffary, that it fhould be performed
on the fame day of the week, that is Thur/day, and on thefame day of the month too,
as it was firlt inftituted, that is the thirteenth or fourteenth of March? Then it can
be celebrated butonce in five or fix years, when the fame day of the month happens
on the fame day of the week. And I believe, we all think it neceflary to receive it
oftener, than on the fourteenth of March only, even if that could poffibly fall on the
Lord’s-day every year. . :

Yet again, if the Lord’s-fupper muft be always adminiftered in the evening, it
cannot be always at the fame hour of theday aswe compute our hours in England.
The evening hour or fun-fet, which is fix o’clock in Marchk and September, will be
complete night in December, and complete day in Fune. And thus if we receive the
Lord's-fupper every month, it will be fometimes perfect day and fometimes perfet
night, if we keep to the fame hour in which our Lord adminiftered it.

Befides, St. Pax/ did not celebrate this ordinance always in the evening. See 45
xx. 7. “ He continued his preaching at Troas till midnight. Then Eutychus fell
down afleep, was taken updead, was reftored to life, and after all this they broke
bread, and continued in difcourfe till break of day. And the primitive chriftians
often éelebirated thisfacrament < horis ante lucanis,” that is,  before break of day,” as

" the-antients inform us, moft probably for fear of being difturbed by their perfecuting

enemies. Thus the conveniency of performance muit determine the feafon or hour

- of adminifiration, as well ag the place and other circumftances.

Vou. I Iii I'con-~
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I confefs it is ufually called the Lord’s-fupper, becaufe it was in the evening that
‘Chrift inftituted it, juft after the jewi/b paflover, which wasa fupper; but letit be ob-
ferved, that fupper was a very confiderable, if nota chief meal, in many countries in
thofe days, as dinner is now amongft us. Therefore, if we may change the pofture of
leaning at table into fitting upright, becaufe itis our prefent table-pofture, why may
we not as well change fupper-time, which was their chief meal, for the feafon of our
chief meal, thatisat noon? Efpecially, fince we cannot find that the precife time is
made any part of the worfhip itfelf, or has any holy or religious fignification in it.
¢ Let us ftand faft then in the liberty wherewith Cbrif# has made us tree, and not be
intangled with yokes of bondage,” Gal. v. 1. nor impofe hours and feafons upon
our confciences, which we cannot find the word of God has impofed, but which
Cbrift has left indifferent to the free choice and conveniency of his churches.

DISCOURSE IIL.

The boline(s of places of worfbip, confidered in a fermon at the opening of
: © @ new meeting-boufe, October 20tb, 1737.

Exop. xx. 24. In all places where I record my name, I will come unto thee,
and I will blefs thee.

T.HESE words were fpoken to Mofes at mount Sinai, and fent by him to the
) nation of Ifrael, jult after the great Ged had pronounced the law of the ten
commandments from heaven in lightening and thunder: And while the people lay
under awful impreffions of this fiery law, God takes further care to fecure the honours
of his own name and worfhip, and to appoint fome of the earliet modes and ceremo-
nies of it. verfes 23, 24. * Ye fhall not make with me gods of filver, neither fhall
you make to you gods of gold: An altar of earth fhalt thou make unto me, and
fhaltfacrifice thereon thy burnt-offerings and thy peace-offerings, and I will meet thee
and blefs thee.” . :

But before I come to explain or improve this promife, Iafk leave to make thefe

three remarks on the connexion of thefe words with the contéxt.
- Firft remark. As the preface to thofe ten commands which God fpoke to the peo-
ple in thunder was this, ¢ I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the houfe
of bondage,” Exad. xx. 2. therefore hear and obey; fothe preface to thofe following
commands which he fent to them by Mofes, verfe 22. was this, ¢ I the Lord your
God have talked with you from heaven,” therefore attend and practife. A God of
fuch mercy and of fuch majefty, who brings his people out of a long and painful
bondage, and then pronounces his own laws in fire and thunder, ought to be heard
and obeyed by finful feeble creatures. Divine majefty and divine mercy united,
carry with them a powerful demand of attention and obedience.

Second remark. As the bleffed God begins his orders to his ‘Pcople by hisown
voice, with fecuring his own honour and worfhip in the firft and fecond command-
ments; in the fame manner he begins his meffage to them by Mofes, by a fort of ex-
plication or comment on thefe two firft commands. ¢ Ye fhall have no other go.dt;

: wi
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with me, or befides me; no gods of gold or filver: and ye fhall worfhip me by fa-
crifices upon an altar made of earth.”” Though God was juft going to dire&t them to
build a glorious tabernacle with altars of brafs and gold, yet, ¢ while yeare in this
moving and travelling ftate, before I have built me a houfeor manfion to dwellin, ye
fhall worfhip me, faith he, upon an altar of earth, fuch as may be eafily fet up or
took down without expence of time or money : This fhall be more acceptable to me
than altars of hewn or polifhed ftone, with all the ornaments and fineries which you
can contrive.” It is God’s own appointment of the forms and inftruments of his
own worfhip, that makes that worthip acceptable to him, whether the materials be
of earth or gold. : )

~ Third remark. 'When God had briefly mentioned this matter of duty to the peo-
ple, he adds a rich promife of grace. ¢ In all places where I record my name, I
will come unto thee, and I will blefs thee.” St. Paul obferves, Eph. yi. 2. ¢ that
honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land, is the
firft commandment with a promife,” and a few hours or minutes after that command
was given, this order to worthip God according to his own appointment, was fent to
them; and it may be properly called the fecond commandment with promife; and a
glorious promife it is, indeed, of the prefence of God with his people, to encourage to
an exact and punCtual performance of all his inftitutions in their worthip.

Now let me takea fhort furvey of thefe words of promife, and explain them brief-
ly in generalterms.” ‘ : .
. By God’s recording his own name, we are here tounderftand, his appointing any
thing relating to his honour by his own authority, or his giving fome notice how or
where he would be worfhipped by men; what place he has fixed, or what forms of
adoration he hath ftamped with his own name and authority: And wherefoever thefe
his inftitutions are celebrated in all their appointed forms, there the name of God is
recorded. . . :

By his own.coming to his people, which he has here promifed, we muft under-
ftand, his favourable difcoveries of himfelf to thofe who worfhip him in the place
and manner which he ordains: and this he has often done by fome fignals of his own
gracious prefence with them. He will let them know that he approves them, favours
them, and refides amongft them. :

By his blefling his people, he intends to fignify, that he will not only accept the
worthip which is paid to him according to his own appointment, but he will make
their attendances upon him effe¢tual for fome blefled ends: He will beftow thofe
bleffings of the covenantof grace, which are fought for by his people in their attendance
on his worthip. _ :

Now that we may raife fuch meditations from thefe words as may fuit our prefent
purpofe of beginning to wait upon God in a new-erected place of worthip, permit me
to lead your thoughtsalong in order by the following propofitions.

ProrosiTion 1. ¢ That God who has ordained his own wortfhip, together with
the fpecial modes and forms of it, has often in ancient times appointed the particular
place of his worfhip, on fingle or fpecial occafions.”

It was while 4dam tarried in paradife after his fall, and before he was driven out of
the garden of Eden, that he was doubtlefs taught and required to offer facrifices of
bealts ; for fince flefh wasnot then appointed to be eaten, what couldit be but thefkins
of beafts which were offered in facrifice, out of which God made coats or garments
for him and his wife? And hereby paradife itfelf, where the firft fin was committed,
was the appointed place for that fort of y‘lrorﬁmip by facrifice, by which the firft ty-

iia pical
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pical atonement fhould be made for fin. But it does not appear that there was any
continuance of that appointment more than for one feafon of worthip : For our firft
parents were quickly driven out of that delightful garden.

Noab, when he came out from the ark, at the order of God, upen mount Ara-at,
where the ark refted, there he offered facrifices, and that doubtlefs by divine appoint-
ment; for the Lord fmelled a fweet favour in them, and gave him a promife that
*¢ he would not again curfe the ground.” Gen.viii. 20, 21.

It was by the fpecial appointment of God, in a certain fpot of the land of Cenaan,
that Abrabam facrificed to God a heifer, a goat, and a ram, a turtle dove and a
young pidgeon, and divided them afunder; and there God condefcended to pafs be-
tween thefe pieces, under the emblem of a fmoking furnace and a burning lamp, and
made a covenant with his fervant,Gen. xv.g—17. It was alfo upon mount Moriab that
Abrabam received orders from heaven to offer his own fon I/aac as a burnt offering,
and there he received a further blefling from the Lord, and the promife of the great
Meffiab to be derived from his feed, in whom all the nations of the earth fhould be
blefled. Gen. xxii. 2, 17, 18.

It was at mount Sinai, that God ordered the nation of Ifrael to worthip him, when
he had brought them forth from egyptian bondage, Exod. iii. 12. and again he ap-
pointed the ¢ young men of the feed of Ifiael, to facrifice oxen unto himfelf under
the hill, with an altar and twelve pillars, and made a covenant with the people.”
Exod. xxiv. 5 - 8. . ,

So in following times, Gideon, and Samuel, and David, under infpiration,
were pequired fometimes to offer particular facrifices, and pay folemn worthip unto
God, in places different from the general orders, which were given to all Jfrae/tor the
- public worthip of the nation; otherwife, they would not have dared to have done it,

nor would their facrifices have been accepted, by fuch evident and illuftrious teftimo-
nies from heaven, as fome of them received. Thefe few inftances make it evident,
that God fometimes appointed a particular place for his own worfhip. ,

ProrosiTion II. ¢ Though the great God prefcribed to feveral perfons the par-
ticular fpot of ground on which he would be worfhipped on fingle and fpecial occa-
fions ; yet when he apiPointed any fpecial place for his own worthip in the folemn re-
turns of it at ftated feafons, it was only to the nation of Ifrael, who were a peculiar
people, chofen to himfelf from among the reft of the nations.”

This he did firft when there was a tabernacle buile for him in the wildernefs: For
though that was a moveable houfe or building, yet it was always at the door of the
tabernacle, that the brazen altar was to ftand, where alone facrifices were to be offer-
ed. Lev. xvii. 4, 8, 9, and incenfe was to be burnt no where at ftated feafons but
only in the tabernacle on the altar of gold, Exod. xxx. 1—10.

When the Ifraclites were come to Canaan, Shilob, in the tribe of Epbraim, was
the firft appointed place for the fettlement of the ark of God, and the tabernacle,
and there only were facrifices to be offered. Fo/b. xviii. 1. And the whole congre-
gation aflembled together at Shilob, and fet up the tabernacle there. Now, that this
was done by divine appointment, fee Fer. vii. 12. “ Go ye now to my place, which
was in Shiloh, where I fet my name at the firft.” Andthis practice, of worthipping
God in Sbilob, was repeated by the ancient faints at ftated feafons. So Elkawab and
Hannab worthipped God there yearly. 1 8am. i. 3.

In fome ages after this, the tabernacle, with the brazen altar was fet up in a high
place in Gibeon, upon what occafion, or at what time, is not known: The ark which
had been carried long before inta the campof Jf7a¢/, and taken captiye by the Philiffines,

' wag
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was returned and brought to mount Zion at Yerwfalem. When David carried the,
ark to Zion, which was called his city, becaufe he had taken it from the Febufites and
fixed his own palace there, yet he left the tabernacle of Mofes with the brazen altar in
Gibeon, and priefts were appointed to facrifice there. See 1 Chron. xv. 1—3. and
xvi. 1, 37, ¥ &Jc. And though facrifices were offeredin Zion, on that occafion, yet,
doubtlefs, David did this by divine appointment; for he was often directed by divine
infpiration, and wasaccepted of God in thefe fervices. God himfelf fays, he would
dwell in Zion, for he had defired it. Pfal. cxxxii. 13, 14. At the ark in Zios was
the moft fenfible and glorious refidence of God on the mercy-feat; this was the moft

illuftrious part of all the building of Mofes, and conveyed by God’s own order to the

city of David. < Thither all the tribeswent up to worthipin Dzvid’stime,” P/al, cxxii.
4.andcxxxii. 13. And, n this account, Zion was mentioned, asthe facred and ap-
pointed place of worthip, fo often in the Pfalms of David: And thefe Pfalms beingufed
in jeewifb worthip, the fame name and language was continued, even after a temple
was built, and ufed by the prophets in following ages, to fignify the place of God’s
refidence and of his worthip: And Zion was the word they ufed to reprefent and ty-
pify the church of God in future ages. ‘

‘When Solomon was ordered to build that glorious temple in Ferufalem, it was upon
another mountain, even mount Moriab, not far off from Zion; 2 Chrom. iii. 1. “and
the ark of the covenant was brought up thither out of the city of David, which is
Zion,” 1 Kings viii. 1. And this temple was the conftant fixed place of the worthip
of the Lord for many generations, even till the days of the Meffiab, or the end of
the levitical difpenfation.

Thus the appointed place of the jewifb wortfhip, in it’s fpecial forms, and at the
ftated returning feafons, was the tabernacle or the ark which was formed by Mafes,
or the temple built by Solomon, from the time of their departure from Egypt to the
age of the Meffiab. There the daily facrifices of the two lambs were to be offered,
there the burning lamps were to be kindled, there the fweet incenfe was to fmoke to-
wards heaven every morning and every evening, Exed. xxix. 38. and xxx. 7, 8.
There God appointed his own worihi}) with a fpecial uniformity in the whole {cheme,
and a peculiar harmony betwixt the feveral parts of it, to hold forth by way of type
and emblem, the beauty and glory of the church invifible, worfhipping the great
and invifible God. ' ‘
- Proposirion III. ¢« While thefe appointed places of worfhip continued to be appro-
ved of God, they were called holy places; not only becaufe God dwelt there, but
becaufe God claimed them as his own, and would have them folemnly feparated for
his own peculiar fervice: And he appointed alfo what fpecial refpet or regard the
people fhould pay to them in teftimony of their holinefs.”

When God appeared to Mofes in the burning bufh on the mount, he commanded .
him to * put off his thoes from his feet, for the place,” fays he, ¢ whereon thou ftandeft
isholy ground,” Exod.iii. 5. thatis, becaufe God was there. '

When God manifefted his prefence in lightening, and thunder, and thick fmoke
on mount Sinai, to pronounce his law from heaven, ¢ the mountain was to have
bounds or rails fixed round about it, that neither man nor beaft might touch it,” '
Exod. xix. 23. Heb. xii. 20. '

‘When .

® Though I cannot find any exprefs order for fetting up the tabernacle in Gibeon, yet poffibly theré
was fuch an order ; becaufe God fhewed his acceptance of Selomon when he offered a thoufand facrifice
there, by appearing to him, and promifing him wifdom for his royal office. Compare z Céreos.i. 3
with 1 Kingsiii. 4,5, Though other high places were forbidden, that mightbe appointed.
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When he fixed his vifible dwelling amongft his people J7ae/, even before they
came to be fettled in the land of Canaan, as well as after, there were various degrees
of holinefs affigned to places according to their nearnefs to God, or the vifible token
of his prefence.

When he appointed the orders of the camp of Ifrael, this camp, though movea-
ble, had fome degrees of holinefs in it; for God reprefents himfelt as dwelling in the
midft of them, and walking among them, therefore no unclean thing was to be left
public and vifible there. Deut. xxiii. 14.

When Afgfes was inftructed and required to ereét the tabernacle, it was to ftand in
the middle of thecamp: There was the opzn court, furrounded with curtains, whither
only the priefts and the levites might come to perform the fervices of the fan¢tuary,
and the daily facrificeswhich God appointed. In this court ftood the laver and altar
of burnt-offerings: In this court ftood the tabernacle itfelf, a covered building ; the
firft part whereot was called the holy place, where only the priefts came who perform-
ed daily fervices: There ftood the golden candleftick, the altar of incenfe, and the
table of fhew-bread; the inner part of it was called the holy of holies, where God
-dwelt in a bright cloud; there none but the high prieft might enter, and that once a
year on the great day of atonement. Exod..xxvi. 33. :

When they were fettled in the promifed land, the land itfelf was called holy, foric
was the Lord’s, Lev. xxv. 27. Zech. vii. 12. He claimed it for his own, Fer. ii. 7.
The towns and cities of it were called holy cities, Jja. Ixiv. 10. No man was fuffered
to inhabit within the gates of them, but who became a profelyte of the true religion,
fo far as to renounce all idols, and to worfhip the God of Ifrael only, and who took
upon him, as is generally faid, the obfervation of the feven precepts of Noab, about
-murder and eating bloud, &Js. ,

Ferufalem was peculiarly the holy city, or the holy mountain; for in Dawvid or So-
lomon’s time, and afterwards, the mountains of Zion and Morieb were included in it.
David brought the ark of God into Zion, and Solomon built the temple on mount
Moriab, which by that means were made holy ground.

The temple in general contained in it many courts and buildings, whofe holinefs
had very different degrees, as learned men have obferved; and the chief of them
were formed according to the tabernacle of Mp/es, but others were not fo.

1. There was the court of the gentiles, where the heathens and the profelytesof the
gatc were permitted to walk: Whether this was diftinguithed in Solomon’s time, is a
doubtful inquiry; itis moft probable, it was not.

2. The court of the people, or the courtof Ifrael, into which nouncircumcifed

perfon was fuffered to enter: It was only for thofe who were originally of the feed of
Ifrael, or were circumcifed and entered into complete judaifm, and became the pro-
felytes of righteoufnefs, or the profelytes of the temple. The tabernacle of Mufes
had rot thefe two courts: The camp of Ifrael, and the country round about ferved
inftead of them. :
3. There was the court of the priefts and levites, who performed the worthip of
facrifices; this was according to the forms and orders of the tabernacle of Mofes:
And therefore in this court ftood the brazen altar and the laver; the one to fignify
atoncment for fin, by facrifice, and the other to denote real purification of heart, by
wathing, which are both neceffary in order to our appearance before God.

All thefethree courts were open to the {ky; and they had afterwards, perhaps, fome
other divifions made in them, 2 Chron.xx. 5. as there were, originally, galleries form-
ed on pillars to fecure perfons from the weather, as well as chambers of lodging for
the levites, where ftangers might not lodge, Neb. xiii. 5, 7, 8. .

4. The
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4. The fan&uary, properly fo called, or the holy place, wherein ftood the altar
of incenfe, the table of fhew-bread and the candleftick : And I queftion whether any
priefts were ufually permitted to enter therein, but thofe whofe turn it was to light
the lamps, to place and remove the loaves of bread, or to burn incenfe. :

5. The innermoft fan&uary, or holy of holies, which was all overlaid with gold,
was divided from the holy place by a vail of fine linen. Here ftood the ark, and
the covering of it, which was called the mercy-feat, on which God appeared to re-
fide in acloud of glory: And hither no perfon whatfoever might enter but the high
prieft only, and that but once a year, with the bloud of the facrifice, and with incenfe,
on the great atoningday. The temple of Solomon, as well as the tabernacle of Mofes, or
the refidence of the ark in Ziom, were called the beauty of holinefs, P/al. xxix. 2.
xcvi. 9. and cx. 3. There David calls on men to come and worfhip God; there the.
beauty of his holinefs and the harmony of his glories were difcovered to men. All the,
parts of the temple were fo far holy, that no civil or common bufinefs of life was to
be tranfacted there. Our faviour gives occafion to St. Mark, in his hiftory to defcribe
it, Mark xi. 15—1%. when he * went into the temple, and began to caft out them that
fold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and
the feats of them that fold doves; and would not fuffer that any man fhould carry
any veflel through the temple; faying, ¢¢Is it not written, my houfe fhall be called of
all nations the houfe of prayer ? but ye have made it a den of thieves.”-

Thus then was the holinefs of places duly obferved, when no perfons entered into
them, but who were appointed of God, and when nothing was done in them of the
common aftairs of life and that out of fpecial reverence to the great Febovab, the God
of Ifrael, who had chofen thefe places for a vifible habitationjto himfelf, and had made
them holy. Let it be alfo obferved, that there were feveral particular forms and ce-
remonies appointed for the confecration or dedication of thefe places unto God: Many
facrifices were offered by Mofes and Aaron onthis occafion, as you may read at large
in Exodus and Leviticus, and in the firft and fecond books of Chromicles. The great
God was invoked by David and Solomon by prayer to enter into thefe holy places as
his own habitation or place, P/fal. cxxxii. 1.  Arife, O Lord, into thy reft; thou
and the ark of thy ftrength.” P/alxxiv. lZ ¢ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be-
ye lift up, ye everlafting doors, and the king of glory fhall come in.” :

. It may be noted here,. mankindis ever prone to fuperftition, and wherefoever the
great God for wife purpofes affixes any holin:fs to places or things, by peculiarizing
them to his own worfhip and fervice, men are very fond of adding fome other.
forms and appearances of holinefs to God’s own appointments : Their fynagogues,
their fchools of inftruction, and their prayer-houfes, which were built only by the
prudence of men, as we thall thew afterwards, had diftin& degrees of holinefs im-
puted to them, by the fuperftitious Fews, which God never appointed.

. Prorosition 1IV. ¢“When it pleafed God to appoint particular places for his wor-

. {hip, it was always for pofitive revealed worfhip, to be paid him by fpecial forms and :

ceremonies, fuch as incenfe, facrifices, &¢. and he excluded other places from that .
honour ; yet he never appointed a certain place, for any part of natural worfhip, with-
the exclufion of other places.” ' ,

If you turn to all the texts before cited, where God ordained . any certain fpot of*
ground, or any building, either for fingle aéts of worthip, or for the fated repeti-
tions and. returns of it, it was ftill for facrifice, for incenfe, or for mufical inftry-
ments, &¢. that is, for fome pofitive or ceremonious part of religion; butthe na-.

tural.
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tural worfhip of prayers and praifes offered to God, or attending to the miniftry. of
his word whereby we might learn his will and our duty, was never confined to any
certain place. Though there were no facrifices offered in the captivity of Babylon,
"becaufe they had not the holy ark, or temple, or tabernacle there; yet Daniel prayed
continually, and Ez¢kiel preached or prophefied to thecaptives, afar off from Fudea
and Jerufalem, and all the holy places, which had been there appointed and fanétified.
* And though wedo not readof their finging there, that was not from anydangerof fing-
ing upen unconfecrared ground, but from thedefolation of their circumftances, which
required tears rather than mufic, and becaufe they would not give occafion for new
in?ults and fcoffs from their barbarous enemies. The cxxxviii. P/alm itfelf was a di-
vine fong, which was written on that occafion, and probably might be fung there in
private, though not when the Babylonians were in company.
. Itis granted indeed, that all the parts of natural worthip, fuch as hearing the
word ot God, ofiering prayers and devout fongs of praife to him, were alfo required,
or rather implied and fuppofed, often if not always, to attend thefe pofitive inftitu-
tions and revealed ceremonies at the temple or tabermacle.  The houfe of God is al-
ways a houfe of prayer, AJatt. xxi. 13.. And God who dwells in Zion is faid to in-
habit the praifes of [frael, P/al. xxii. 3. But no part of mankind were ever forbid
to.offer this. fort of worfhip in other places; no, notin the ftricteft times of the
_Jewifb religion. S
When facrifices and all fuch ceremonies were confined to the tabernacle and the
temple, ftill the people might meet together to pray to God, or to praife him, or to
hear his word in any place whatfoever, through all the land of Canaan, when it did
- not interfere with the appointed duties of the tabernacle, or the temple: Or other-
wife, the peoplein fo large a country would have had but very little public worfhip
among them, if all the nation had no. other. place toattend on it, but the temple or
tabernacle. :
Thence came the cuftom of ereting fynagogues or convenient houfes for jewifb
affemblies to worfhip God. Thefe were built in many places of the land of Ifrael :
fome hundreds are faid to be in Ferufalem itfelf: And thefe were not of peculiar divine
.appointment, becaufe only natural worfhip was performed in them®*. It was the
prudence of good men agreeing to wait on God in the Eraé‘tice of natural religion,
prayer, praife, and hearing his word, which built fuch convenient places for wor-
fhipping affemblies to meet in their feveral towns and cities, There they came to-
gether every fabbath, and worfthipped God, 4fs xv. 21. “ Mafes, of old time,
hath in every city them that preach him, being read in the fynagogues every fabbath-
day.” How old or ancient thefe times were is hard to determine. It is highly pro-
bable, that fynagogues were erected in the land of Canaan, long before the captivity.
of Babylon. The lxxiv. Pfaim fpeaks of them, ¢ that the enemy had not only caft
fire into the fan&tuary,, and defiled the dwelling-place of the'name of God to the
ground, that is, the temple; but they had alfo burned up all the fynagogues of God in
the land.” Thefe places of worfhip were greatly encouraged and honoured by our
{aviour himfelf, preaching often in them. Matt.1v. 23. Luke iv. 15.
" There were al{o prayer-houfes, built in mountains and folitary places by the Fews,
in which people might retire, and travellers might pray to God in fecret, free from

difturbance,

“® Though the law of Mo/es,’and the writings of the prophets, were read weekly in the fynagogues, which

" aere all revelations from God ; yet, whenfoever God has revealed his mind and will in writing, it is buta

. picce of natural divine fervice, to read and publifh this among the people. The light of nature teaches
shis, and the law of nature requires it.

| -
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difturbante, and perhaps from the inconveniences of the weather alfo: Thefe were
called by a greek name, ¢ profeuchai,” and were alfo approved by Chrift, for he ufed
them for this holy purpofe,” Luke vi. 12. ¢ He went out into a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in a prayer-houfe of God,” as the greek word moft proper-
ly implies. Now, thefe examples which are fo encouraged by our faviour and his
apoftles, as well as from the reafon and neceffity of the thing, give us abundant en-
couragement to build convenient places for public worfhip under the chriftian difpen-
fation*. And blefled be God, who has given this church and congregation, in the
midft of which we are now worfhipping, fuch a convenient building as this is, and
who infpired the hearts of his people with liberality anfwerable to fuch an occafion.

ProrosiTion V. ¢« When God was pleafed to put an end to this jewifs difpenfa-
tion, and all that typical fcheme of worfhip, with it’s forms and ceremonies, by the
coming of the Meffiah, he put an end alfo to all the holinefs of places.” He remov-
ed his dwelling from places made with hands, and dwelt bodily in the man Fefus
Chrift as his nobleft tabernacle. The fubftance beingcome, the thadows muft fly
away: for all thefe things were only figures for the time then prefent. And God
therefore entirely finithed all that fhadowy frame of things which he erected for the
jewifb church, and abolithed his own ancient ordinances, which affixed holinefs to
places, to mountains, or cities, or edifices }, and confined his worthip to any parti-
cular place: Nor does our blefled faviour require or permit chriftians to make new,
holy places of their own, Fobniv. 21. ¢ The hour cometh, faith our faviour,
when ye fhall be confined to worfhip God the Father neither in this mountain, Geri-
zim, which you Samaritans fuppofe to be holy, nor at Ferufalem which God appointed
to be the holy place for his own worfhip: But the time comes, and is juft now ag
hand, *when true worfthippers fhall worfhip the Father in fpirit and in truth, without
regard to particular places; for it is fuch the Father feeketh to worthip him;”. Such
perfons fhall find acceptance of him, wherefoever they pay their homage to him, with-
out any diftinétion of Flaccs. - Every place, where God is fincerely -honoured, fhall be
as holy for this purpole, as Ferufalem ever-was. This is true chriftian liberty. =~ |

" And this is the fenfe of the primitive chriftian churches, asyou may fee in the wri-
tingsof the antient fathers. Clemens Alexandrinus faith thus: ¢ Every place intruth
is holy, where we receive any knowledge of God:* and Fuftin Martyr, who was before
him, ‘writes, ¢ All the facrifices that are offered to God through the name of Chrift in
every place of the earth by the chriftians, God accepts them, and witnefles that they.
are well-pleafing to him:” And therefore, though, in times of peace, they had con~
venient and fixed places for public worthip, "yet in time$ of perfecution, as Dionyfius,
" Vou. IL - - Kkk _ ' of

" ® The chriftian churches, and their conftitution‘ and worfhip is agreed by learned men to come much
aesrer to the affemblies and worthip, in jewwi/b fynagogues, than to that of the-temple. : ‘
.4 It was a vain-and idle imagioation among' the’popifh devotces, that holinefs fill belongs to thofe
towns, or-fpots of ground, or buildings, fuch as Fudea and Ferufalem, where David lived and worfhip-
ped, whiere Chriffand his apofiles travelled arid -preached, and to the fepulchre and the garden wherein
the body of Fe/us was buried. This foolith notion worked up by the popes and priefts of thofe blind
ages, fentout thoufands from their native homes, fauntering over fea and land in filly pilgrimages to Feru-
Jfalems. This fet the princes of :Europe on fire with frantic zeal to recover the holy'land, ‘and thofe holy
Places out of the-hands of the:turkifh powers who poflefled them. This was the fpring of thofe croifades
or holy wars, tawhich the pope fent kings and their armies, -one age after another, on a ridiculous errand,
ta thedeftru&tion of manythoafand lives of their fubjects, and the utter negle& of their own important
affairs at home. ' - And if Ta/fo theiralian poet had not Leen a great bigot, he would never have émployed
and abufed a noble mufe to celebrate the knight-errantry of fuch wild attempts and atchievements: Nor
would Cafimire Sarbieay/ki, that admirable po/i/% genius, have wafted fuch fublime edes in giving alarms to
chnftian princes, at the beginning of the laft century, to purfue this impertinence of the holy war,
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. of Alexandria faith, ¢ Our place of affembly is a field, a defert, afhip, a public

ihn, or a prifon,” or wherever they could fecurely join together in religious fervice.

* 'When God appointed a church for himfelf in one nation, he appointed a general
place of worthip there, to which all the males of the tribes of Jfrac/ were obliged to
tefort, and pay their homage to him three times a year. But our Lord Fe/us has
now fent his apoftles through the nations to gather a church to himfelf from among
all the inhabitants of the world; and he hasappointed, thall I fay, alarge and ex-
tenfive temple for himfelf, that is, the whole earth, wherefoever any true worfhip-
pers are found in it. Our divines generally fuppofe that glorious prophecy, Ifaizh
hvi. 1,2. muft refer to the days ot the gofpel, becaufe of many plain expreffions
in the context relating to that ftate: Andwe think that all the holine{s that belon,
formerly to places of worfhip, is foretold to be abolifhed there. " "¢ Thus faith the
Lord, the heaven is my throne, and the earth is’ my footftool: Where is the houfe
that ye build unto me; and where is the place of my reft ? All thefe heavens and
earth hath my hand made, and thofe things have been, thatis, houfes and temples
for me to reft in; they have been, faith the Lord, but their time is finithed now;
and to this man will 1 look, and regard this worfhipper, who is poor, and of a
contrite fpirit, and that trembleth at my word, whe;;é%cver he fhall call upon me
4nd worfhip me.” ' S ' T o
" ‘The ﬁr{{) martyr Stephen, when he cites this very place of the prophet in bis fpeech
to the Yews, Afs vil. 49. defigns to let them know, that the holinefs of theix temple,
i which they boaffed, was juftatanend: ¢ The moft high dwelleth not in temples
imadeé with hands;” his habitation is not confined to material buildings.

" ‘The gofpel, in it’s religious worfhip, comes ‘much nearer to natural religion in this
refpect, that thete are very féw fpecial rites and ceremonies that belong to it: "And
God fegs there is no need " of appointing any’ particular place for chriftian worfhip,
fince we have but thefe two plain ceremonies to perform, baptifm and the Lord’s-
fu'r." . L o e R . . o R R -

K ince the great God has been pleafed to put down and abolifh the holy. and. confe-
crated placés’of ‘his own appointment, ‘I cannot find:the text wherein hé has given to
_inen any order or authority to pretend to make other places holy. - Mortal men can
never put holinefs in ground or buildings, where God has not put.it. * No pompous
ceremonies, 1o Tolemn forms, no magnificent appearances, np gaudy.or. golden fo-
Iemniries can fan’&j’fy,apy placé unto God and his worfhip, or make it mare holy than
it was before : And whatfoever fooleriesafid fidiculous ritesor notjons are found in the
¢hurch of Rome in this cafe *, T am_ well perfijaded our wifer brethiren of the church,

of Engiand do not; cannot believe thiem to bé of any value or importance, in .order

to’' make the worfhip more acceptable to God.’ o

They are of opinion indeed, that it is a very propeg thing for chriftiaps to build large
and convenient edifices, where confiderable aflemblies may meet together to worfhip

God in and through Fefus Chrift: They fuppofe, that nothing indecent fhould be done

in thefe buildings, to bring them into contempt, and that they fhould ufually be iép:(if

. R o . e i A r . L orre tdaesd s et e W LI rat

® It is no wonder, that the church of Rome fhould pretend to make common things and places holy, by

the confecration of their bifhops, when every prieft, among them, affumes a power to turn a bit of fenfe-
lefs pafle, into the holy body and bloud of our bléfled faviour, Their ceremonies at the confecration of &
church are fo numerous and theatrical, that it wauld be very tedious to recite them : I fhall only therefore,
for a fpecimen, prefent you with a fhort abftra& of the form of ceremonies, for blefling the firft fione of any
church, that is to be built, and this may be done by a common prieft, provided he has power given him by
the bithop. Sec the appendix at the end of this difcourfe. o o
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rated and kept for the facred purpofes of wotthip, for which they are built: And I
think the proteftant diffenters are of the fame opinion. , . o

They believe alfo, that when a commodious building is ereéted for the worthip of
God, it is avery decent thin? to begin the worfhip at that place, with folemn prayer
or addrefles to God, that the folemnities of the chriftian religion, which are performed
there, mmay find acceptance of the God of heaven through 7e/us Chrift their faviour §
and that the chriftian ordinances, there celebrated, may be blefied to the edification of
the fouls of men: Nor do the diffenters differ from them in this practice, for we are
met together here, this day, for this very purpofe. ’ , L
" Itis true, the conformifts have been pleafed to call this the confecration of their
chutches; but though the diffenters ufe not that name, when they begin to worfhip
in their new ereted buildings or meeting-houfes, yet they generally fuppofe and in-
tend thefe buildings fhould be fet apate chiefly for this end, nor fhould be ufually
employed for mean, or difhonourable, or ridiculous purpofes in human life, without
fome appearing neceflity of it, or fome very great convenience to be obtained there-
by, which mightoverbalance the mere confiderations of decency and propriety.

Reafon and humanity feem to ditate this feparation or appointment of buildings
for public worfhip. Should the fenate-houfe where our law-givers affemble be ufed
for a theatre or droll-houfe, or for idle puppet-fhews ? Should the council-board - be
made a drinking or gaming table when'the king is abfent? Or the prefence-chamber
be an entertaining room for public mimics and fcaramouches to divert the mob, as
foon as his majefty is departed ? Or is it proper that a place, built for divine fervice,
fhould be alternately employed for the fooleries of human life to appear in, when the
worthip is ended? This would unite ideas which are extremely diftant, and blend
together folemnityand ridicule. This would too nearly join things divine and jocular,
and mingle the images of fuch fcenes in the fancy, as fhould for ever be kept feparate.

If fuch things have been ever done, furely it has not been matter of choice, but
neceflity, when the worthippers have  beéen conftrained to meet in fuch rooms, hav-
ing no fitter place of worfhip near at hand. The common pfudence of mankind, and
natural decency in general, would feem to forbid it. 'When weeret a houfe for the
;vorfh'rp of God, we would not chufe to couple it with any ludicrous or difhonoura-

le ideas.

But though our friends here have built this houfe purely for divine worthip, and.
we are all of us engaged thisday in addrefling the majefty of heaven, that, when the
congregation attends here, he would condefcend to favour them with his divine pre-
fence and blefling; yet all this human prudence, this natural decency, and all thefe
prayers do not amount to the fan¢tifying the fpot of ground or the building, fo as to
make it holier than thereft, or putany fuch holinefs upon it as belonged to the jewi/b
tabernacle or temple, where it was finful either to work or play.

It muft be contfefled indeed, that fome of the forms of expreflion which have
been ufed in confecrations, and applied to new-erected chapels and churches in our
nation, do carry too-evident airs or appeatances of fuperftition, as though men could
put' holinefs into them: But'we fuppofe, that thefe things were fome of the relics of

_the popith religion, that were not quite fwept away when the reformation brought in’
better chriftianity. How few wife men are there, amongft all our brethren in the na-’
tional church,; that would now-a-days approve of the ridiculous ceremonies, rites,’
and geftures, whereby archbifhop Lawd, heretofore, confecrated Creed church, near
Aldzate, in Loidon, and feveral others* ?

Kkkoa2 To

* A fhort abftra of this is found in mr. Neals hiftory of the pdtitans, vol. II. p. 219. and a longer-
account in Rufbwwrth’s colleQtions. ' ’
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. To make this agreement of fentiments, between us and our brethren, yet further
appear, let thefe three things be confidered.

1. That many of the public churches, notwithtanding all their confecrations,
are {requently ufed by the approbation of the minifter, the church-wardens, and the
whole parifh, for other purpofes than religious worfhip; fuch as the affembling of
the veftry-men to chufe parifh-officers and fettle parifh taxes, the choice of aldermen
and common-council-men in the city of London, in which they too often find fuch
quarrels and mutual reproaches, fuch railing, fuch fraud and falthood in procuring
votes at ele&tions, as is very improper to be indulged, or even the probability of it
admitted in a place, which has any real holinefs in it. How many other fecular af-
fairs are fometimes tranfacted in churches in the country, and in church-yards too,
though they are confecrated, becaufe they are large and convenient? How many
confecrated churches, are appointed to teach little children their A, B, C, and all the
rudiments of learning inthem ? And are not boys often indulged to play in churches,
while men meet to ring bells there merely for diverfion, or for any trivial purpofe?
Surely thefe places are not fuppofed to have much real holinefsinthem, where thefe
things are continually practifed, and univerfally connived at, if not publicly allowed.

2. Confider how many chapels inthe nation are ereted and ufed for religious
worthip, without any confecration atall: And the divine fervice is juftly fuppofed
to beas effettually performed, and as much accepted of God, as if it had injoyed
dll the ceremonious formalities in the world to confecrate it. Nor are any former
impurities fuppofed to render a convenient place unfit for divine worfhip, though
there have been no purifying rites and forms to fanétify it. Has the royal banquet-
ing-houfe, which was erected in the laft age, and where our former kings celebrated
other fort of feftivals, than thofe of the apoftles and martyrs, has it been ever confe-
crated by any of thefe forms, in order to make it a holy place for divine worthip,
whichisregularly and conftantly performed there in the prefent age?

3. I could never learn, that the confecration of new churches and chapels, has any
certain fet of ceremonies, appointed for it by the laws of the land. There is indeed
an ancient form preferved, whereby Lancelot Andrews, bithop of Winchefter, in the
year 161%. confecrated a fmall chapel at Peartree near Soutbampton, which I have
feveral times feen, and gazed at it, as that very building which gives us the model
for our prefent confecrations. But I have not found any fufficient authentic ats of
the kings or parliaments of England, whereby this is required or made neceffary *.

" Upon the whole then, I cannot find any great difference between the fentiments of
the diffenters and the conformifts, of our age, in this point, among wife and think-
ing perfons. They feem to agree, there is no fuch holinefs in places, as weaker minds
imagine.

ProrosiTion VI. ¢ Since there is no particular place appointed of God where
chriftians muft worfhip him; then we cannot learn, where he has recorded his name
any other way, but by the worfhip itfelf and it’s intire conformity to God’s own ordi-
nance and appointment.” God refides in the midft of his people, wherefoever his
divine inftitutions are celebrated, according to his mind and will. Pfal. Ixviii. 18,
compared with Epb. iv. 8. inform us, that when our faviour afcended on high, he
received gifts for men, and he diffufed thofe gifts to make paftors and teachers, to
build up this church amongft the gentile nations, who, at that time were calblzg. the

rebellious

® This form of the confecration of churches, is found in bifhop Sparrow’s book, called ¢¢ a rationale

of the common prayer,” in oftavo ; andin the fame author’s ¢ colle&ion of the articles, canons, &¢.” of
the church of England in quarto. -
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rebellious; and he did it for this reafon, ¢ That the Lord God might dwell amongft
them, as he did in Sinai, as he did in Sion:” And where thefe paftors or teachers
eelebrate his own ordinances, in their purity, there the great God condefcends to
dwell,. .and records his-name there. : )

Time and place are neceflary circumftances of all human a&ions, whether natural,
civil, or religious. If God has appointed thetime, let us keep to his appointments,
and let us worthip him one day in feven, according to his original inftitution ; and let
that be on the firft day of the week, when our Lord rofe from the dead, and his
apoftles direted the churches to attend on their exalted faviour in religious worfhip.
Butif he has not appointed the place, we are left to the beft ufe of our reafon and
chriftian prudence, to raife our fynagogues in the moft convenient ground, and to -
agree upon our meetings or aficmblies for the worfhip of God, where it may beft
fuit, the conveniency of the church, or the greateft part of the worfhippers.. And:
fince God has appointed no particular fpot of ground, no fpecial building for this
purpofe, under the gofpel, we may affure ourfelves, that whofoever worthips him in
fpirit and in truth, will find acceptance in every nation, and in every place.-

The parts of natural worthip, are always the fame, throughout all ages, that is, to »
attend to what God fpeaks, both in the dictates of reafon'and in his word, read or
explained; to offer up our prayers to him for the mercies we want, and to celebrate-
his praifes, and fhew our thankfulnefs; " thefe are accepted of God in all places. And
as for the two ceremonies of baptifm, and the Lord’s-fupper, fince they are attached
to no particular place by the appointment of our faviour, let us perform thefe folem-
nities in any convenient place, according to his will, and there God will refide-
among his people. Wherefoever-the children of men feparate themfelves from the-
wicked world, and devote themfelves to God in and through Fefus the mediator,
and pracife pure and undefiled religion, there is Sion under the %ofpcl; ¢ there will
he take up his habitation and his reft, for he hath defired it:” F/al. cxxxii. 13, 14. .
¢ There is the temple of the living God, for he hath faid, I will dwell in them, .
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they fhall be my people,” 2 Cor.-
vi. 16, 17. , -

Here igdecd, a queftion may arife, * How fhall we know with any certainty,’
where God has recorded his name? or what are the chief and moft particular things, -
whereby we may judge, whether our religious worfhip be according to his appoint--
ment.””  To thisI briefly anfwer under thele four heads.

1. By endeavouring as far as poffible to find out his mind and will, concerning his
worfhip, both in the duties of natural and revealed religion. God has given us both'
the light of reafon and the light of fcripture to inftruct us herein:. Where reafon
fails us, the fcripture directs; and where the fcripture is filent, there we muft betake:
ourfelves to our own reafon and confcience, todetermine our practice in thofe things
which are neceffary to be determined; but without inventing new ceremonies out of
our own fancy, and appointing rites and forms which God has never appointed ; or-
perfifting in thofe which he has already abolithed. Let us fee to it, that fuch truths.
be publithed amongft us, as are agreeable to the written word, and that due honour-
is paid, to all the difcoveries of his will, that he has made, in every part of our religi--
ous folemnities.. A little miftake in thefe things, where the heart is fincerely inqui--
fitive after the mind and will of God, fhall never make our worfhip unacceptable to
his mercy. :

2. His name is recorded only there, ¢ where worthip is paid him in and through
‘Jefus Chrift, the great mediator. Some have fuppofed his human nature to be that

, ' greater
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greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands,” of which St. Pax! fie:
Heb.ix. 11. Whether that be fo or no, this is certain; it is through his hands,
who is our great high-prieft over the houfe of God, that our worfhip muft be dire&-
ed to the Father; ¢ for the name of God is in him, it is the man Jefus, who is the one
mediator between God and man. 1 7im. ii. 5. in whom all the fulnefs of the god-
head dwells bodily:” Col. ii. 9. Anditisonly, on fuch wortfhip, as is offered through
God’s incarnate Son, that he has recorded his own name: It is only in and by the
name of his Son that we can have accefs to the Father, ¢ no man cometh to the
Father butby him,” Johnxiv. 6. ¢ Itis in his name he has taught us to offer up
all our prayers,” Fobn xvi. 24. ¢ If we enter into the holieft, that is, if our fouls
afcend to heaven in devotion, we muft do it by the bloud of Fefus, as a new and living,
way, which he has confecrated for us,” Heb. x. 20. ¢ Whatfoever is done in word
or deed, muft be to the glory of God through Fefus Corift;” fo this great apoftle
Paul requires, Col. iii. 17. '

3. If we would have the name of God recorded and ftamped on our worfhip, it
muftbe performed through thedefired aids of his own fpirit.  This is another qua-
lification of true chriftian worfthip, fuch as God will accept,” Eph, ii. 18. Both
¢ Fews and gentiles have accefs by this one fpirit unto the Father, and both grow up
together as-an holy temple in the Lord. We are all builded together for an habita-
tion of God through the fpirit,” verfe 21, 22. :

4. If we would fee the name of God, yet further recorded upon his worfhip, < let
us take care to awaken every chriftian virtue and grace into exercife, whenfoever we
are engaged in religious attions.” Let us worfhip him in fpirituality, and in
fincerity of foul, God loves thofe only who adore him in fpirit and in truth: Letus
pay our henours to his majefty, with great humility and felf-abafement, at his foot, re-
membering we are, not only feeble creatures made out of the duft, but finful creatures:
bowing before an almighty being of perfect holinefs: Let uspray to him with fer~
vency of fpirit, and  awaken all the powers of our nature to attend upon his wordy
with devout reverence and fubmiffion. When he fpeaks tous in the miniftry -there-
of, we fhould diligéntly guard againft every wandering thought, and keep out every
flying vanity from our hearts. Let our hope in his promifes be ftedfaft and lively,
and our dependence be on his grace. Let us take heed, that we have no falfe, or
carnal, or hypocritical defigns in our appearance before God, and our addreffes tor
him; but let it be our zealous and affectionate defire to glorify our heavenly Father,
to honour our great mediator, and to feek the eternal happinefs of our felves and
our fellow-creatures. :

Where thefe things are found, God has certainly recorded his name: There he
dwells in fuch an affembly, and will incourage every fincere worfhipper. But this
brings me to the laft propofition.

ProposiTion VII. ¢« Wherefoever public worfhip is performed according to the
will of God, in the inftances before-mentioned, we have everlafting encouragement:
to hope, that he will condefcend to meet his people and blefs them.” His ancient
promife, which he fent by Mofes to his chofen people in my text, continues it’s force
through all generations, Itis in Sion, that he affures us often in the old teftament,
%¢ that he will meet his people: There he has commanded the blefling, even life for
evermore,” Pfalm cxxxiil, 3. Every gofpel church, conftituted according to the
appointment of Chrif, is a little fan¢tuary, a little S7on, and hath the bleflings of'
Sionbelonging to it. Many of the promifes, which are literally made to Jj7ael, and
Ferufalem, and mount Sion, are applied to chriftians, under the new teftament, by ﬁtlhe‘

apoftles
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apoftles themfelves; and by their example, we are encouraged in the fame manner to
apply them.. ' : . o

p%?n blefled faviour himfelf alfo has given us affurance, Mat1h. xviii. 20. “ That
where two or three of his follawers are met together in bis name, and-according to
his inftitutions, there he himflf is, and will be in the midft of them.” The Father
and the Son will come and dwell with his people in. fuch affemblies, and diffufe di-
wine bleflings amongft them. . Let us take heed that we have the name and the au-
thority of God, and of his Sen Fefus Chrifh, ftamped upon all the parts of our wor-
thip, and we need not doubt:his prefence and bleffing. L

, Eut. upon the mention of fiich a promife, our defite and zeal fhould awake, and
earneftly enquire, how glorious and how various thofe bleffings are, which God has
promifed to his people, where he has recarded his name. Let us take a delightful
furvey of them, and, by the exercife of faith and hape, appropriate them toour felves,
jnevery place, and ini every feafon, where we attend on. the pure worfhip of God.

1. Concerning Sion and all her aflernblies for warfhip, it is promifed, ¢ that her

: i)tie[ts fhall be clothed with falvation,” Pfalm cxxxii. 16. If they are fuch, as our

exalted faviour calls to. be the minifters of his gofpel, they fhall be filled with his fav-
ing graces, they fhall be furnifhed with the gifts of knowledge and utterasice, anfwer-
able to their call and duty, they (hall thine in shefe divine ornaments, they thall be
like the high-priefk of old, whofe: ¢ cloghing #as made far glory: and beauty;, while
the fasred psirfume was' poured 1}?031 bis head, which trickled down ta the fkirts of his
garments,”? Exod. xxvisi.: 40 Ffalm cxxxiiii 2, 3. * The minifters of Zion fhall
{pread the favour of the knawledge of Ghrify and. his. all-fufficient power toredeem
and fave. His name from the: lips of; his minifters, "fhall . be as.intment! poured
forsh: They fhall ditfufe the fweet odours of the gofpel of Chrif, to refrefh and revive
the humble and weary fouls, that: attend onhisholy erdinances, wherein they minifter.
They thall:have their various gifts of elocution, exhgartation:and canfolation, awakened
into a pleafurable exercife, and fhall obtain: blefled: fuccefs, amongft the fouls and con-
fciences of the worfhippers. It fhall: be likeithe: dew on. the mountains of Zion, .
whese God has commanded.the bleffing of everlafting life. ‘ o
. Now cari,we, who are minifters of the-wordy reft fatisfied without: fecling fome of -
thisdivine benediction, when we exercife our. conftant miniftry. in boly things? Can
we go on;_fiom week to week, ftill labauring.in- a formal round ofifervices, and fill
contented without this heavenly favour ? Are we not asit were clothed with falvation,
by the meffages of, peace and:lovey. whigh: we: are: commiffioned to- convey to finful
men, in the name of Chrifi? And fhall we. be .contented for many years together,
withqut, fesing any divine fuccefs attending them? O. may the miniftrations and mefs
fages.af gface, which fhall be delivered . from. week to week.in this place; in this new
building,. be "astended with the . divine. inBuences .of the fpirit of Ged, that your
worthy and beloved paftor may triumpb .in diffufing the knowledge of Ciriff, and
‘become thefavourof life unto life, toamultitudeof foulst + . -~ o

- '2, Ivis promifed ,again usto Sion, ¢ thag it thallbe faidi concerning her, this and
that man was born. there,”. Pfalm. Ixxxvii. 2, 3.. There: fhall be many fouls, who'
are by nafure dead, in trefpafiesand fins, calléd, as it:were, out of their graves, they
fhall be. raifed from the dead, .they fhall be barn.unto God in the aflemblies of his
peaple, under the. reign of the Mgfiah. " It is evident. this - Pfalm belongs to. the
chriftian ftate and difpenfation, for. itprophefies: concerning Egyps- and. Babylon;
Tyre.and . Philiftia, that.the. heathen countries fhall become conwerts, the: gentiles
fhall be barn.a-new, fhall b¢.made the children of  God in Sion. ' I
E . - 38
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Itis by the word of God preached in the affemblies, that men are regenerated or boim
again, 1 Cor.iv. 15. 1 Pet.i. 23. every divine truth contributing toward this blef-
fed work. *The whole counfel of God for the falvation of men muft be preached in
cevery place: The knowledge of.the law for the difcovery of our fin, and ’dangér’,
and diftrefs, and the grace of the gofpel for the relief of the diftreffed. < It is this gof-

-pel of Chrift that is the power of God to falvation both to Fews and gentiles,” Rom. i.

-16. ¢ In Zion the arm of the: Lord thall be revéaled, and:this divine report fhall oé

‘believed.” Z/ai. liii. 1. The law of God inay and muft be preached with it’s feverity of

terror and it’s ftrictnefs of demand, that finners may be awakened and convinced of
their guilt and weaknefs, of their helplefs and hopelefs ftate in themfelves, that they
may fly to the refuge that is fet'before them in the gofpel. And where the law kills,
the gofpel can. give life: Where the law works defpair, the gofpel provides hope,
Faith and hope foften the foul to repentance,:and work up the heart to a new, a
holy, and an.obedient temper, by.the influence and motive of love. . By this means,
the loofe, and the vile, and the feafual finner is born into a new life of temperance ;
and the profane renounces his impiety, and grows in love with religion and godlinefs,
Sion is the ufual place, where thefe wonders, of converting grace, are wrought ameng
men, by the prefence of the quickening fpirit. NN o -
Isitnota 1};d and - difmal thing to read 'what: Solomon {peaks,: Ecclef viii. ro. Is
it not 2 moft lamentable and deplorable cafe,: that multitudes - of the: :wicked in our
days, fhould:.come and go from the place.of the holy, from the aflemblies for divine
worfhip, -and abide ftill dead in fin, and are buried without repentance? Let us.en-
quire of oar confciences, is this the cafe of any foul of us here?. Let us awaken our
hearts this day to cry earneftly unto God, thatwe may never more come and depart,
from the places where God is worfhipped, without being born unto God, - without
being regenerated by the word, without being made:néw creatures.” . .~ .
i Shall I take the freedom to addrefs you, more particularly, who belong ‘to this con-
gregation, :and who ufually meet together. for-divine fervices? Fathers and mafters,
do you bring your families with you to the place of worfhip, and never concern your
felves, whether this blefling of Sion attend your houthold? Whether.your children or
your fervants be born again there? Or, whether they continue (till in‘their ftate of
nature, guilt and wretchednefs? Tender: mothers, are you contented:¢o have yout
fons and daughters attend you to the folemn affembly, .and {till be the:children of the
firft Adam, in all the ruins of his fall, the children-of Szzanx.and the children of wrath ?
And can your eyes look upon them with fatisfattion: and pleafure, and never - drop
a tear of pity on their circumftances, "“while they are not yet become the fons and
daughters of the living God? Speak each of you to'your own hearts in fecret, and
charge them never to ‘be at reft in a thoughtlefs “indolence, never to ceafe your ad-
drefles to the mercy-feat, till you can fee fome of the happy effelts, of this.promife,
manifefted to your felves, and to all that are near:and dearto you?... .+ ° & . -
3. It is foretold concerding Sion and .the church of God, ¢. that the.crown of
David fhall fourith there, that his horn fhall be made 'to bud, "and hisenemies be
clothed with thame.” Pfalm. cxxxii. 18. . Fefus Chrif},, the true David, fhall have his
head crowned with glory and honour,” in the affemblies of his people, where. God has
recorded his name. . Here fhall he receive the firft homage of numerous: fubje&s;
¢¢ they fhall be made.a willing people in the day of his power.” Pfabn cx...3. . Hi-
ther fhall they.come fram the family .of fin,: and Satan, and death, - and here. fhall
they be made living fubjeéts' of Fefus their king. His horn fhall bud, his power
thall reveal itfelf, he fhall have a:new . feed to ferve him, growing up continually l&l‘l-
er
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* der the inftru&ions of the fan@uary. < The Lord fhall fend the rod of his ftrength
out of Zion, and Fefus fhall rule and reign in the midft of his enemies,” and melt and
foften the hearts of thoufands of them into willing fubjets. Safan, his grand enemy,
fhall be put to thame, by the lofs of fo many foulsout of his dominions : All his arts
of mifchief to ruin mankind fhall be confounded; the church of Fefus our king fhall
never be loft or die, ¢ thegates of hell fhall not prevail againtt it.” AMasth. xvi. 18.

I perfuade my felf this promife has been fulfilled and acknowledged in your for-
mer place of worfhip: Fefus your king has been honoured in all his various offices,
graces and glories: His empire has been inlarged by the addition of many fubjetts:
Your own fouls are thankful witneffes of this grace, and we cannot but hope and
pray, that this new-eretted building, and thofe that attend on God here, fhall be
witnefles of the fame honours done to the blefled faviour, and a larger increafe of
his kingdom.

4. Another promife made to Sion, is, ¢ that the poor and the hungry fhall be fa-
tisfied with bread there, even with living bread, and the water of life, for God will
abundantly blefs the provifion of his gofpel-fanétuary,” Pfalm cxxxii. 15. Itis the
poor alone, and the needy, and the humble in fpirit that fhall be fed with rich grace
and abundant plenty; but thofe who are full of themfelves, and are rich in their
high opinion of their own circumftances, they fhall be fent empty away. God will
here provide fupplies for the wants of every inhabitant in Sion. The inhabitant fhall
not fay any longer, Iam fick, they fhall be healed of their fpiritual difeafes by the
fanétifying fpirit, they fhall be made to lift up their heads, and rejoice by the Spirit
the comforter, for their iniquities fhall be forgiven them through the bloud of the
Son of God. Ifa. xxxiii. 20, 24.

All the particular neceffities of hungry fouls fhall be here fupplied: Thofe who
come feeking and longing for fome divine relief under their difficulties, fhall often
find a word fuited to their cafe, they fhall be fupplied out of the ftores of the fanc-
tuary. Thofe who are bewildered in the dark, and are doubtful in their way, fhall
find a hintof happy advice ; a beam of divine light, fhining in their hearts, fhall point
them to the path, to which they fhould walk. Thofe who are mourning urider a
fenfe of guilt, or under the preflure of fome heavy burden, fhall be relieved and
comforte§ out of the divine promifes, and find the burden of their hearts made eafy.
Thofe who are bowed down, fhall be fupported and raifed with a word of heavenly
confolation; thofe who complain of hardnefs of heart, thall meet with a word
of love and power, that fhall melt their fouls into tendernefs and penitence, and
mould them to the will of God their faviour. Thofe who are furrounded with
many and mighty adverfaries, fhall experience new ftrength conveyed to their hearts
to wage the holy war with vigour, that they may come off conquerors; and thofe
who are dying under a fenfe -of f{in, fhall find divine life and falvation here. God
will meet his own people, and fupply them with every needful blefling of the co-
venant of grace. :

5. In Sion, the worfhippers fhall be made joyful in the houfe of prayers and the
faints fhall thout aloud for joy, Ifa.lvi. 6, 7. Pfalm cxxxii. 16. They fhall offer up
their praifes with holy chearfulnefs, and delight themfelves in the bleflings of the
fan&uary. Surely when the priefts are clothed with falvation, when the crown of
Devid flourithes, and his kingdom is inlarged, when poor perifhing creatures are
born into a new life, by the powers and provifions of grace, ‘then the faints cannot
but fing and rejoice. ¢ When the fons of the ftranger thall join themfelves to the
Lord, he will bring them to Sion, and make . them joyful there, according to. his

Vou. IL L1l ' promife.”
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ife.” Ifai, vi. 6, 7. He will exalt their joy into fhouting, he will raife their
delight to a high degree, in his holy ordinances, where his name is recorded.

May I inquire of you, chriflians, have you never found this prophecy fulfilled, in
your former attendance, on the ordinances of divine worfhip? Have you never expe-
rienced, that this promife has been made good to you, and this divine joy conferred
upon you? Take it asapledge and earneft of the full fatisfattions and delights of
the houfe of God on high, and in fuch proportion as it makes you holy and

humble. :
" Happy will it be for your minifter, if he can fay from fweet experience, that he

has been clothed with divine falvation, when he minifters in this place, that he has -

_ been taught to fpread the favour of the knowledge of Chriff, through a numerous af-
fembly, in this building. Happy for the people, when many of them fhall be enabled
to fay, I was once blind and dead, butI was here awakened into divinelight and life,
I was new-born in Sion, and through the grace of God I am taken out of the family
of Sasan, and am become a fon or a daughter of the moft high. I was overwhelm-
ed with fears about my foul, and with the terrors of God which hung about me,
but here I found the way of falvation, by Chrift F¢fus, made known unto me ; thus
all my terrors were fcattered, and divine peace was fpoken to my confcience. I was
pained at my heart, under a fenfe of my guilt, and from fuch a text of fcripture, or
trom fuch a fermon, I found divine reft and relief. My inward corruptions were
ftrong, my irregular paffions were wont to get the victory over me, but here I met
witha word of power and grace to fubdue them. I was entangled with a ftrong
temptation, and here the fnare was broken. I was opprefied with heavy forrows,
and I found fupport and comfort from the word of God, which was difpenfed in this
place: And, may this be the happy cafe, may this be the falvation and the joy of
multitudes, that fhall attend the future feafons of worthip here! :

The U S E. -

Itis now time to conclude my difcourfe, and I fhall do it by fetting before you
thefe four plain and natural leffons, which may be derived from it.

1. Wemay learn by this difcourfe, our obligations to give thanks to the Lord, for
the general and fpecial inftances of his grace and guodnefs to us, in the things
whereof I have been fpeaking. Come then and blefs the Lord, all our fouls, and let
all that is within us blefs his holy name.

That he has built houfes and habitations for himfelf, in this finful miferable
world; that he has not banifhed us for ever from his fight, and retired far away and
withdrawn himfelf for ever, from fuch adefiled and wretched place, as this earth is
made by the iniquity of it’s inhabitants. Blefs the Lord, that he has recorded his
name upon any thing that we can do, or we can enjoy, and that he has permitted
finners to make any approaches to him in all the ages of mankind, fince the guilt and
fall of ourfirft parent; that he has given {fo many rich and precious promifes for our
encouragement to attend his habitation, and that he has ordained inftitutions of fo-
lemn worthip for us to maintain any communion with himfelf.

Blefs him, thart he has fent his gofpel to Greas- Britain, to enlighten us from heaven,
while other nations lie in grofs darknefs and death; that he has taught us his name
and his grace, and the forms of his worfhip ; that he has called the inhabitants of
our iflands to affemble together in churches; thathe has raifed thefe dwelling-places
for himfelf in the midft of us, for every church of Chrif, even in the heathen

nations,
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nations, is alittle Sion, a fanctuary where God dwells. We cannot fay, God has his
name at all recorded in the large nations of heathenifm and idolatry, where the true
God is not worfhipped, nor his Son Fefus known ; Fefus, in whom, his name dwells
for ever. We can hardly fay, his name is recorded in popith countries, ‘though
there is abundance of blafphemous and fuperftitious ufe of it there; but idolatry and
antichriftian worthip are powerful and prevalent over every thing that is evangelical
and divipe. It is the name of Babylon and antichrift that are recorded there, rather
than the names of God and his Son. Blefled be God, from our very fouls, that our lot
is not caft in fuch a land, where gods of wood and ftone are worfhipped, where the
name of the true God is not recorded, and where we can have no ipecial promifes,
no reafonable expectation and hope, that he fhould meet and blefs us.

 Letusagain give thanks to our God, who has fo formed our civil conftitution and
government, at this day, that we have liberty to worfhip God, through Fefus Chrift the
mediator, in his own appointed ways; that we are not perfecuted from corner to cor-
ner, but in every place, we are permitted to erect fynagogues for divine fervice, and
to attend on our God in thofe ordinances, on which he has ftamped his own name.
How many fcattered chriftians, are there up and down in the popifh nations, where
they are forbid to meet inany place for the folemnizing of true chriftian worfhip?
How many nations are there where the places of proteftant worfhip are utterly de-
anolifhed, and chriftians are not fuffered to unite their prayers and praifes to the God
whom they adore, in fpiritand in truth ¥

Letus yet again give thanks unto God, that, in the courfe of his providence, we
have convenient places to aflemble for his pure religion; that we are provided with
fo many advantages, that we are not expoled to the inconveniencies of wind, er
rain, or fultry feafons, and are fecured from the difturbances of a finful world. Let
us blefs God, that he has fo plentifully ftored the provinces of this land, with fuch
buildings, that we are not expofed to the labour and hardthips of long travel, which
was a burdenfome ceremony impofed on the Fews, who were required to wait upon
their God three times a year, where he recorded his name, at Skilob, or at Ferufalem ;
but we may meet him nearer at hand, and reccive his public bleflings, in fo many of
the ftreets of this great city, and in fo many of the towns and villages of the éritifs
ifles.

And you, my friends of this congregation, have abundant occafion and reafon
for thankfulnefs, that God by his providence has fixed your aflembly in fo conve-
nient a place, wherein you begin this day to pay him your worfhip. May you long
enjoy it in undifturbed peace! O bleffed be his name, that many of you have found
God with you in former places of affembling, and that you are daily training up
under his divine inftrutions and bleflings, for the worfhip and happinefs of the heaven-
ly ftate, and for his more joyful and immediate prefence.

y 2. Thereis a leffon of felt-inquiry to be derived from this difcourfe. Do we, on
good ground, believe, that thename of God is recorded on the worfhip which we offer
to him? Otherwife we cannot poflibly claim or reafonably expect the accomplifh-

-ment of this divine promife.” Let us examine our coniciences on this head accord-

ing tothe evidences before given of fuch worfhip, whereon God has ftamped his ay-
thority and his name. )
- Do we heartily and fincerely feek, to learn the mind and will of God in his own
word, concerning the religion that we fhould chufe, and the worfhip which we per-
form? Do we engage in fuch fervices, as we find direfted and appointed by him?
Are the fermons on which we attend, the Ifrzlzyf.rs and the fongs which we offer up Eio

2 ) God,
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God, and all the miniftrations of his holy ordinances amongft us, fuch as are form-
ed and guided by the rules of holy fcripture, fo far as fcripture has given us any

refcriptions about them? Do we take care to perform all that God has enjoined as
?ar as poflible, and do we take as much care to let nothing creep into our worthip,
but what the word of God or the neceffary reafon of things ditates to us? Do we
make no additions, of our own, to the religious practices which God has injoined, or
the ceremonies which he has inftituted? And can we appeal to God, fo far as we
know our own hearts, and can underftand his word, that we practife nothing herein
but according to his mind and will ? Again,

Do we offer up all our religious fervices to the Father, in the name and by the me-
diationof his Son? Do we feek to draw near to the Father, only, in that new and living
way, which he has ordained? Do we fcek for acceptance at the throne, through the
atoning facrifice of our great high-prieft, and through his interceffion, as our advo-
cate at the right hand of God? Can we appeal concerning our own conduét herein
even to our Lord Fefus Chrift, himfelf, ¢ Lord, thou, whoknoweft all things, knoweft,
that we love thee, and that we would never draw near to the mercy-feat without thee.

Do we pray for the affiftance of the holy Spirit of God in all our a&s of devotion
and attendance on his word ? Do we feek, to have our minds enlightened, to have our
thoughts directed, and our wills>made obedient by this blefled Spirit? Do we feek,
earneftly, for the influences of this Spirit, to raife our hearts towards heaven, and to
animate and warm all our affectionate powers, in religious worthip ? Do we depend
on him for divine aids, fo that we may get nearer to God by every part o?e the
religious fervices we perform? Where the Spirit of God is utterly neglected, I fear
. it will be hard to prove that the name of God is recorded in that worfhip.

Do we endeavour to exercife every chriftian grace, fuited to thofe parts of worfhip
in which we are engaged ? Do we appear before God, with all holy reverence of his
majefty ? Do we enter into his courts, even the affemblies of his people, with a re-
ligious temper of mind, defirous to fee God in his fan¢tuary ? Do we addrefs him in
prayer, with holy fervency for what we want, and yet with humble refignation to his
wifdom and will? Do we keep our {pirits intent and watchful, in the feafon of prayer,
or do we let our thoughts wander, as they pleafe, to the ends of the earth? Do we
offer up our fouls in fincere praifes, and rejoice before the Lord in our holy fongs?
Do we attend, on the miniftrations of his word, with trembling and fear, with hope

and defire to profit # Do we long to learn fomething further concerning the will of

our God and Father, concerning the charatters and offices of our bleffed Fefus, and
all the glorious grace which the gofpel contains? Do we receive the precepts of God
concerning our duty to God and to our neighbours, with all holy fubmiffion and
obedience, and are none of his commands grievous to us? Do we relifh the joys of
his fanctuary, in this Jower world, with a delightful expectation and hope of paying
better wortfhip tohim, in a fuperior ftate? Are our fouls daily growing up towards a
more perfet conformity to the bleflednefs and the bufinefs of the heavenly world,
fo far as we are permitted to know it here on earth?

If we find thefe charaéters upon our felves, and on the worfhip which we perform,
we may then reafonably hope, that God has recorded his name amongft us, and will
come and meet us and blefs us. :

3. Another leflon we may learn here, is a dire&tion what we fhould pray for,
efpecially on this day, together with a ftrong encouragement for prayer, and expec-
tation qf the prefence of God with us, and his blefling upon us? He has connefted
our duty with his promifes, and we fthould encourage our faith, and learn to exp:h&

e
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the promife fulfilled, when, upon the fincereft fearches of our own hearts, we find them
engaged in a proper manner, in his fervice and our duty. 'We are met together this
day, to pray that God would be pleafed to accomplifh his gracious word of promife,
both to the minifter and to the people, who hope to pay their worfhip to the great
God, if he permit, for many following years in this place. Let our prayers then-
be directed by the divine words of promife. 'We would pray for all the bleflings of'
Sion on you, who fhall worthip God here.

That your minifter may be clothed with falvation, that he may diffufe the favour:
of the name of Chrif in this place, with great fuccefs; that his gifts and graces may-
be multiplied and increafed for your edification, and that his health may be reftored -
and maintained to your great advantage and joy.

We would pray, that fouls may be born again, in multitudes, in this place: That:
fome may be taken, as it were, from Egypt, and from Babylon, from the vile and wick-
ed generations of men, from the perfecutors and the profligate of this world, and
may be born into a new and divine life by the word of grace, as it is-here mini4
ftered: That the lewd and the drunken, the profane and the vicious, if any fuch
attend in this place, may be convinced of their fins here, may here be releafed from
the bonds of their iniquities, and return no more to madnefs and folly : That the
cruel and malicious may here be taught to put on meeknefs, and gentlenefs, and
love, and the wrathful and paffionate, learn to govern their fpirits: That the cove-
tous wretch may have his hands. releafed from the greedy gripe of gold and filver,
and his heart learn here to defpife earthly poffeflions, in comparifon of the riches of
grace; and may feek after an inheritance more glorious, and more durable than
lands or houfes on earth. In fhort, we fthould pray that every part of the gofpel of
Cbrift may have it’s due place, in the miniftrations, which fhall be performed here,
that grace and duty may go hand in hand; and that many who are children of wrathy
and dead in trefpafies and fins, may here be created a-new in Chriff Jefus unto good
works, and made the children of Sion, the fons and daughters of God.

* 'We would pray, that the crown of David may here flourith on his head, that ¥efus -
the king of Sion may fee a large increafe of his kingdom, and many fouls fubjecting :
themfelves to the fcepter of his righteoufnefs, and his mercy, and receive him in
every facred office he fuftains for the falvation of - finful men.. -

We would pray, that the poor may be fatisfied here with bread ; thatevery hungry
foul may find fomething here fuited to his facred appetite and pious defires, may find .
fome word in the miniftry, to relieve and fuppoyt him, underevery want, to advife and -
dire& him, under every darknefs and difficutly, and to ftrengthen him under every .
weaknefs of mind ; that thofe who are poor in fpirit, and empty and defpairing in .
themfelves, may be filled with all heavenly bleflings, with pardon and peace,’ with ..
righteoufnefs and grace and holyconfolation through Fefus Chrift.

Letus put up our united prayers, thatin this congregation, the ¢ faints of God:
may fhout aloud for joy ;” that God may inhabit the praifes of his people here, and .
that you may all be made joyful in this houfe of prayer; that ye may fing the fongs
of the lamb in this affembly, aswell as the fongs of Mo/es and David, and find divine
pleafure here, raifing your fouls towards thofe rivers of pleafure, which flow at the:
right hand of God.

In fine, that you may have much of the prefence of God with you, whenfoever
you fhall meet together here, in the conftant or occafional feafons of divine wor-
ibip, and that he may fenfibly fulfil all his words of promife, Th

4 The
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. 4. 'The lattleflonI would recommend to your learning here, is, ¢ a holy elevation
-and joy of foul in the faith and profpect of the heavenly worfhip, and the more com-
.plete accomplifhment of all the bett promifes of God, in the heavenly Ferufalem,

which is for ever holy, in the Zion which is above.” There furely he has recorded
‘his name in all it’s moft glorious charallers, for his nobleft and brighteft refidenceis
there, among the inpumerable company of angels and the church of the firft-born
on high. There he has ftamped the name of his holinefs and his majefty, the name
of his juftice and mercy, the name of his all-fufficiency and his faithfulnefs in eternal
fignatures, which fhall never be blotted out. There he will meet his people, and
blefs them with everlafting bleflings, fuch as eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive them. He will furely make them
exceeding joyful, with the light of his countenance,in his houfe of praife, when earthly
fcenes fhall vanifh from the fight, and all that is low and mortal fthall be forgotten.

There, we truft, you and your paltor thall appear, and you fhall be his glory and
his crown of rejoicing in that day, as he alfo {hall be your’s. Your appearance there
wi)l be ap undoubted and eternal evidence, that he has not prayed or preached in vain,
and that you have not heard the gofpel from his lips in vain.  There fhall your mu-
tual fatisfactions rife high in your united fongs; for it is there God has appointed
the place of his everlafting worfhip, and the united devotions and joys ot all his
faints. With happy and unceafing harmony fhall the fong of Mofes, and of the
lamb be fung for all our deliverances and for all our falvations, while we travelled
through the wildernefs of this world, till he had brought us to the holy land of pro-
mife, and to eat the fruits of paradife. There fhall we join with that unmeafurable
affembly of angels, and with all the glorified faints that have gone before us, in one
divine hymn of praife, ¢ falvation, honour and glory, to him that fits upon the
throne, and to the lamb for ever.” Amen.

A P P E N D I X

TO THE

"THIRD DISCOURSE

Ghe blefing of a corner-flone, in the building of a popifb church, taken out
: ~ of the Rituale Romanum.

THE day before the firft ftone is blefled, let the prieft fix a wooden crofs on
' that fpot of the ground where the altar js to ftand; the nextday this ftone,
which muft be exactly fquare and well cornered, fhall be blefled in this manner. The
prieft having put on his proper attire, his albe or furplice, his furcingle and other
ecclefiaftical robes, having fome more priefts and clerks with him, muft blefs the
falt and the water, unlefs he has holy water ready before; and while the following
pfalm is fung by the clerks, he muft fprinkle the place where the crofs is with holy

water,
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water, faying, « Lord Jefus Cbrift put the fign of falvation in this place, and per-
mit not the blafting angel to enter.” Then the Ixxxiv. Pfalm is {ung alternately
with refponfes. ' '

When the P/falm is ended, the prieft turning to the place that was fprinkled, fays,
% Letus pray.” ¢ O Lord God, who although thou art not contained in the
heavens and the earth, yetcondefcendeft to have a houfe here, where thy name is daily
invoked : Vifit this fplace, we pray, with the lightof thy countenance, by the inter-
ceflion and merits of the blefled virgin, and of all the faints, and particularly faint
M. or N. to whofe honour this church is built, and purify it from all defilement,
by the infufion of thy grace, and preferve it purified, &c.—that all fpiritual wick-
ednefles may fly from hence, by our Lord Fefus Chriff, who lives and reigns with
thee for ever.” Amen. _

Then he blefles the ftone with the refponfes of the clerk or clerks thus. Prieft.
¢ Our help is in the name of the Lord.” Refp. “ 'Who made heaven and earth.”
Pr. ¢¢ Let the name of the Lord be blefled.” R. ¢ Henceforth, and for ever-
more. Pr. ¢ The ftone which the builders rejected.” R. ¢ The fame is become
the head of the corner.” Pr. ¢ Thou art Peter.” R. * And upon this rock will
I build my church.” Pr. ¢ Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the holy
Ghoft.” R. “ As it wasin the beginning, now is, and ever fhall be.” Amen.

¢ Letus pray.” ¢ Lord Jefus Cbrift, Son of the living God,—who art the corner-
ftone cut out of the mountain without hands, and the unchangeable foundation,
confirm this ftone which is now to be placed in thy name, &c.” Amen.

Then the prieft fprinkles the ftone with holy water, and taking a knife, engraves, .
or fcrapes, the fign of the crofs on every fide of it, faying, ¢ In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoft,” making the fign of the crofs at
eachof the three names. Amen.

¢ Let us pray.” ¢ Blefs, O Lord, this creature of ftone, making the fign of the
crofs, and grant by the invocation of thy holy name, that whofoever have affifted
with a pure heart in building this church, may have health of body and the cure of -
their fouls by Cbrift our Lord.” Amen.

Afterwards let the ordinary litanies be faid: Then the mortar being ready, and °
the mafon ftanding by, the prieft begins thus, the clerks following him. < Fac0b -
rofe up early in the morning, and took the ftone, and fet it up for a pillar, and

ured oil upon the topof it, and vowed a vow. Surely this place is holy, and

ew it not.”

Then let the cxxvii. Pfalis be read. ¢ Except the Lord build the houfe, they
labour in vain that build it, é&Jc.  Glory be to the Father, asit was in the beginning, -
&¢.” Which being faid, the prieft ftanding, touches, or lays his hand on the
ftone all the while the mafon is placing it with the mortar, and fays, ¢ In the faith
of efus Chrift we place this chief ftone in the foundation, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoft, that true faith may flourifh here, and -
the fear of God, and the love of the brethren, &¢.”” Speaking this, he makes a -
crofs at each name in the trinity.

Then the prieft fprinkles holy water upon the. ftone, faying, ¢ Thou fhalt fprin- -
kle me, O Lord, with hyflop, and I fhall be clean: Thou fhalt wath me, and
fhall be whiter thanfnow.” Then the li. Pfalm is read. Then again, ¢ Glory to
the Father, &¢.” And if the foundations are laid open, he fprinkles holy water
upon them all; but if they are not opened, he walks round the place defigned for

the foundation of the church, and begins to fprinkle, faying thefe words, andl tll:e
, clerks
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clerks following, ¢ O how dreadful is this place! This is none other but the houfe
of God: This is the gate of heaven.” '

Then the Ixxxvii. P/almis read, ¢ His foundationis in the holy mountains, £5¢.”
:while heis fprinkling all the foundation, and the others repeating as a refponfe, *“ O
how dreadtul is this place, &c.” After all this, he adds at laft. < Letus pray.”
¢ Almighty and merciful God, who haft given to thy priefts fuch grace above other
men, that whatfoever is perféétly and worthily done by them in thy name, fhall be
believed to be done by thee: We pray thine infinite mercy, that thou wouldft
vifit what we vifit, that thou wouldft blefs what we blefs,—and at our entrance here,
as mean as we are, let devils fly, and the angel of peace enter, by the merits of thy
faints, through Chriff our Lord,” Amen. And with another fhort prayer the cere-
mony is ended. :

After all this is done, and many other ceremonies which the prieft performs to-
wards blefling the church, and the walls of it when they are built, it is purified fuf-
ficiently to admit mais to be faid in it: Yet ftill the confecration of the church is re-
ferved for the bithop himfelf, at a proper feafon.

DISCOURSE 1V

The jewith worfbip, and the chriffian compared; or, reafons why the wor-
Jbip and order of cbriftian churches, are not fo particularly prefcribed,
as thofe which Mofes gave to the church of Ifrael.

F focial religion and worfhip, or the communion of faints, as our creed expreffes
it, together with the duties that depend thereon, are fo neceflary to maintain
chriftianity in the world, what reafon can be given why our blefled Lord did not, in
a mare exprefs and dire&t manner, inftitute the farmation of chriftian churches, with
all the parts of public worlhi£ and order, in the new teftament? If church-worfhip
be of fuch importance, why have we not all the affairs, that relate to the officers of a
.church, and their miniftry, preaching, praying, and celebrating divine ordinances,
more particularly defcribed and appointed by an exprefs command ? Was not God
‘pleafed, to give exprefs rules and orders, to the Fews, concerning their worfhip
at the tabernacle and temple, their priefts and facrifices, and other folemnities? Why.
fhopld the blefled God fo exactly mark out and prefcribeevery lefler ceremony, in the
jewifb church, which was but a fhadowy difpenfation, and yet hath not defcended to
fo very particular a defcription of every form and circumftance, that relates to his
churches, under the nobler difpenfation of the gofpel? Why fhould that fabric of
carnal ordinances have a more exact model, than this fpiritual building, which fo far

excels in glory?
. Itis granted indeed, that there might fome difficulties and doubts arife in the jewifh
worfhip, about fome of the natural circumftances, that relate to the performance of it:
As, whether the child muft be circumcifed with a fharp ftone as Zipporab did, k?ffa
’ 1e
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knife as Fofhua? And, who muft perform that office? Whether the father or mo-
ther, the ruler or the prieft? Whether in facrifices the jugular vein of the creature
muft be cut, or whether it muft be {tabbed to the heart? Whether in their wathings
and purifications, for any accidental impurity, they muft put their whole bodies under
water, with every part of all their garments, or whether {prinkling or other me-
thods of wathing in fome cafes, were not fufficient ?

Thefe things, and many others, as the Fews pretend, are to be determined by
their oral law and tradition, wherein the church of Rome has imitated them exaétly,
and gives us her traditions to clear up the darknefs, and fupply the defe&s of ferip-
ture. And though we juftly maintain the fufficiency of fcripture, without their tra-
ditions, to teach us all that is neceflary to pleafe God, always fuppofing the common
ufe and exercife of our reafoning powers, yet ftill it muft be confefled, that many of
the fame fort of things, under the gofpel, are but obfcurely prefcribed, in comparifon
of the plain and exprefs prefcriptions of the jewi/b law; and much is left to be gather-
ed by our own reafonings, from the light of nature, and the occafional hints which
are given in the hiftory of the new teftament.

Let the inftance be the order of priefthood, and the perfons appointed to minifter
indivine fervice. Whofoever was of the feed of Levi, was born to facred work ;
the eldeft fon of the houfe of Aaron, was the high-prieft, and the inferior prieft-
hood was all compofed of his brethren and kindred. The method of their confecra-
tion was by offering fuch particular facrifices, putting the bloud on their thumbs,
ears, and toes; befides fome fpecial wathings, {prinklings, and veftments, as Exod.
xxix. The maimed or deformed in body were to be fecluded from this office; their
maintenance was determined to arife from tithes, and fome appointed portions of
the facrifices. But under the gofpel, the different degrees of church-officers, bifhops,
paftors, teachers, feem not to be diftinguithed with quite fo much evidence; their
characers are much more inward and {piritual, and therefore not fo eafy to be dif-
cerned ; the method of their appointment and ordination is the fubjet of perpetual
controverfy ; and their fupport arifes from the voluntary contributions of the people,
of which the new teftament has not afligned the proportion.

What is now mentioned concerning ecclefiaftical offices, holds true in other parts
of chriftian adminiftrations; and we are forced to collect rules for the performance
of many of them, by a comparifon of feveral fcriptures together, by matters of
fa&, circumftances, examples, and precedents, and by long trains of confequential
deductions, becaufe we find not the rules prefcribed in any exprefs words ocfl come
mand.

Let the bufinefs of baptifm of infants be another inftance. How clearly is the
appointment of the circumcifion of the infant-males, on the eighth day, exprefled in
comparifon of the baptifm of chriftian children? Take the oblcrvation of any fab-
bath, and particularly of the Lord’s-day, to be another example of this obfcurity,
of the time of chriftian worthip, in comparifon with the exact rules of jewi/b fabba
tifms. We have none of thefe things prefcribed in any exprefs words of command. -
Some perfons have taken laudable pains, to fhew how many of thefe things are reveal-
ed, in the gofpels, adls, and epiftles, by way of hint and intimation, and may be
found by deductions and inferences from fome of the occafional incidents in the fa-
cred hiftory; but though fome of thefe, I think, are juft and ftrong, yet others of
thefe inferences are but feeble and dubious, and fome have been found to be mif-
takes; fo that it mult be granted after all, that, under the jewif/h oeconomy, feveral
things were required, in more exprefs language of direction and command, then un-
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“der the new teftament. This difficult enquiry has fometimes exercifed and puzzled
-my thoughts, and the moft confiderable reafons, which I have ever been able to fug-
“geft and affign for this difference, are fuch as thefe, viz.

Firft, The ftate of the Fews was the infancy of the church of God, and children
had need of every letter and fyilable to be marked down for them with the plaineft
pen, that they might{pell over their leflons, learn their duties, perform their bodily

“exercifes, and fulfil their tafks. And therefore alfo their rites and ceremonies were fo
.very numerous, to keep them always employed; their infancy being lefs fuited to the
“more {piritual parts of religion without fuch carnal aids. St. Pau! in the epiftle to the
Galatians, feems to exprefs this in plain words, chapter iv. 3. ¢ We, when we
were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world,” fo he calls the
train of jewi/b ceremonies. :

But our Lord efus, the great reformer of his church, finifhed that infant-dif-
‘penfation by his death, and raifed his people to a more mature age, by his own re-
furrection, and the gofpel; and fent down his Spirit, and fent abroad his apoftles, to
teach the world a more manly, fpiritual, and refined worfhip, and fuch as is more

fuited to the naturc of God, and his intelletual creation.
~ Now the more inward and feraphic all the devotion is, the lefs doth it need pre-
cifenefs of form, either to aflift or adorn it; therefore the modes of worthip in the
“heavenly ftate fhall, probably, bethe mere dictates of glorified nature, and perhaps
thall be incumbered with no prefcribed ceremonies at all; and for the fame reafon,
‘the rites and ceremonics, that Cbriff ordained in the evangelical ftate, were few and

"eafy; and if the exact forms of them be not fo very evident, in the new teftament, as.
the forms of the yokes of bondage were in the old, it'is to teach us, that the nature
of chriftian worfhip is lefs ceremonious, is more fpiritual and free, and approaches
nearer to the heavenly ftate, than that of the Jews; and it informs us alfo, that we,
‘under the gofpel, are efteemed as out-growing the ftate of infancy, and it is fuppo-
fed that manly prudence fhould dire¢t us, efpecially in all thofe common natural cir-
cumftances of worthip, which were more exactly prefcribed to children.

Secondly, As the church or nation of the Fews, was a type or figure of the whole
invifible church of God, fo the ceremonies of their religion, were typical and figura-
tive of gofpel times, and fpiritual things under the great Meffiab; and even many
of the common and natural circumftances of action prefcribed in that religion, viz.
times, places, &¢c. were alfo defigned, to be types of evangelical affairs, and heaven-
1y things; therefore it was neceffary, that God-himfelf, who only knew all his own
tuture fchemes, fhould prefcribe and determine them, that they might exactly corref-
pond, with the great anti-types, whichwere to be revealed hereatter. God only can”ap-
point types and emblems of his own future bleflings: He did not think fit to leave
thefe things to the reafon of men, who could not fore-know the glories of the gof-
pel.  But the religion of the gofpel is not fuch a typical religion, and therefore there
is not fuch a neceflity that circumftantials fhould be fo ftrictly prefcribed. The in-
ftances that prove this are abundant.

The high-prieft or chief officer in the jewifb church, was particularly defcribed and
appointed, with all his charatters, and all his garments, and his forms of officiating
in facred things, becaufe he was an appointed type of Fe/us the Son of God, our
great high-prieft, in his various charaters and offices, which offices and characters,
oﬁly the great God fore-knew and could defcribe, becaufe he fore-ordained them
all. -

- The
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The places where the ark, the tabernacle, or the temple ftood, were the only ap-
pointed places, where common facrifices were to be offered, and where God would
accept them: Now the tabernacle and temple, were types of the human nature of our -
Lord Fefus Chrifft, in which God dwells. ~Chrift calls his body a temple, Fobnii. 19,
All our fpiritual facrifices of prayer and praile muft be brought to Chrif, otherwife
they will not be accepted of God. The vail, through which we draw near to God
is his fleth, H.b. x. 20.

The jewi/b fabbaths and feftivals of feveral kinds, were appointed times of reft
from labour, and of paying worfhip to God; but thefe were types of the reft from
fin and guilt, and a {pirit of bondage, that believers fhould enjoy under the gofpel
by the mediation of Fefus Chrift, Heb.iv. 3, 4, 9, 10. Colof. ii. 17. as well as of
the eternal reft, that the faints thall enjoy in heaven. : .

Every morning and every evening were appointed times for killing, and offcring
of the daily facrifice; but thefe were types of the perpetual efficacy and virtue of the
one facrifice of our Lord Je/us Chriff, powerful toatone for our daily tranfgreffions,
as if he was daily offered up a-freth. See Hed. vii. 24,27. and x. 14. So the
morning and evening incenfe, in the holy place, was a type of his continual intercef-
fion in heaven, which may be collected from various parts of fcripture compared
together. -

g'I‘hc holy of holies, was the placeappointed for the high-prieft, once a year, to enter
into with the bloud of the facrifice; but this was a type of heaven, into which our
Lord Fefus Chriff, our great high-prieft, is entered with his own bloud, to appear
before God for us, Heb. ix. 24. 1 might inftance in many other parts of the jewi/b
worfhip. It is no wonder then that places and times, and particular circumftantials
of worfhip and order, in the church of the new teftament, are not fo particularl
_prefcribed, as under the old teftament, becaufe they were types and fhadows whic
“could be appointed only by God, who knew the anti-types; and thefe fhadows are now
fled away, and we have the fubftances themfelves fet in view by the gofpel of Cbri.

Thirdly, another reafon why the jewifb difpenfation was confined to fuch nice
rules of exaétnefs and uniformity, mightbe, becaufe it was ordained for the men of
one nation only, who fprungall from a fingle family, whofe manners, tempers, and
cuftoms were near a-kin to each other, and who were all under the fame government,
and their governors bound to the fame forms of worfhip with themfclves. -
~And indeed the whole form of their government was in-wrought with their re-
ligion, and their political laws were defigned, to correfpond with all the rites and ce-
_remonies of their worfhip, and to fupport them. Befides, as they lived in a coun-
.try of no large extent, and their males as reprefentatives of their whole church and
nation, were required to meet three times a year at Ferufelem; they were more eafily
reduced and confined to precifc and uniform modes and rituals of worfhip.

But the religion of Cbrift, was brought into the world quite in another manner ;
_not to one nation only, but to be propagated among allnations, and to be pratifed by
.men of moft various and diftant climates; men of contrary cuftoms, manners, and

laws; men that lived under governors of different religions, and fuch as hated the
‘name of Chriff. Thefe could not fo eafily be reduced to a precite uniformity in
any public worfhip, nor be maintained and kept in it; thercfore though our Lord,
by his apoftles, has drawn the great out lines and boundarics of worthip, andthe
_mafter-ftrokes of difcipline, partly in precepts, and partly in examples, yet many
; leffer incidences and appendices, which were neceffary to be determined, in order to
. the atual fupport and practice of focial worfhip, he left to be agrced upon by
L ‘ " Mmm 2 - ' churches
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churches or chriftian focieties, as was fuited beft to attain the great end of edifica-
tion in knowledge, holinefs, and peace.

Fourthly, When we furvey the religion of the Fews, we muft diftinguith between
the worthip of the fynagogue, and that of the tabernacle, or temple. Their church
was their whole nation, for it was ordained of God to be a national church, and
the tabernacle or temple was the place of national worthip: And that there might
bean appearance of the whole church worfhipping togzther, all the males of Ifrae!
three times a year were required to come up to the tabernacle or temple, I might
add, or the ark of God in Zion, and pay their facrifices to the Lord there. And the
modes and formalities of this worfhip were prefcribed with great exaltnefs, as bein
typical of the univerfal invifible church, and the fpiritual worfhip to be performed by
it, and the fpiritual bleflings that belong to it, as was hinted before; but the wor-
thip of the fynagogue, was the natural {ocial worfhip of prayer and praife, which was
agreed to be paid to God weekly, by fo many perfons as lived in a convenient neigh-
bourhood. The forms hereof were not inftituted by God himfelf, but left much to
the difcretion and agreement of elder and wifer men among themfelves.

Now the worfhipin chriftian churches, which were to be raifed in every nation, is
much more a-kin to the practice of the fynagogues, where one congregation met
together, who with one mouth couid glorify God, than it is'to the prattice of the
temple-worfhip, which was chiefly ordained for the jew:fb national church. In the
fynagogues there was preaching, praying, and reading the fcriptures every fabbath.
Now here it was not determined in holy fcripture, “how often they fhould pray or
fing pfalms, whether before or after preaching or reading, or both; nor which per-
fons of the levites thould perform thofe offices; and fome of the defcendants of
other tribes might be, and were employed in this miniftry : Some of the prophets
who preached to the people of old, were of other tribes; Paul, of the tribe of Ben-
jamin, was defired to give an exhortation, as well as Fefus our Lord, of the tribe of
Fudab, read and preached in the fynagogue, Afsxiii. 15. Luke iv. 16.

Inthort, the worfhip and order ot the fynagogues, as to the modes and circum-
ftances of it, were fuch as the common prudence of men, or the light of nature di-
refted, together with fo much of the doctrines and duties of the revealed religion of
Mofes and the patriarchs, as might be practifed on any time, or at any place, or by
any perfons qualified for it, and appointed by men to that fervice. And fo is the

“worfhip and order of the chriftian church: It is fuch as the light of nature dictates,
mingled with, and regulated by the doctrines and duties of chriftianity, fo far as
Chrift and his apoftles have taught and prefcribed them. And thefe are to be prac-
tifed in all naticns, the light of nature, reafon, and common prudence, of the fellow-
worthippers, agreeing upon fuch circumftances of human actions, as are neceffary to
be determined, and fuch as the new teftament has left undetermined and uncertain. -

It is no wonder then that the circumftantials of thefe parts of order and worthip, -

are not confined to precife rules and uniformity, in the chriftian church, any more

than they were in the jewi/b fynagogue. The common reafon and prudence of man-

kind points out the chief and moft neceffary parts, both of the one and the other.
always fuppofing the difference between the jewifh and the chriftian revelations of
doétrine and duty, which being mingled with the worfhip and order, did fomething
toward the regulation of the form thereof.

Fifthly, The laft reafon I offer why many things, inthe !chriftian worfhip,
are not fo particularly prefcribed, nor fo evident as in the jewifh, may be, becaufe in
the chriftian religion, the new command, as St. Fobn calls it, or the duties of love

and
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and charity are more abundantly required and enforced, beyond what they were un-
der the law of Mofes, and that notwithftanding we may d'ffer in particular opinions:
And chriftianity being to be diffufed through all nations, among perfons of a thou-
fand different notions and prejudices, it was very probable, there would be more
varieties of opinion, in facred things, than would be found in one nation only: And
in many parts of chriflian practice there is more room left by this obfcurity, forthe
trial of our mutual love, and more occafion given for the exercife of charity among
thofe, that are true difciples of Chrif, thanif all were confined to uniformity of prac-
tice, by exprefs precept.

And where the {cripture has left any obfcurity upon doétrines or practices, Iwould
be very unwilling to quarrel with my fellow-chriltians, for taking up a principle or
pra&ice different from mine. The xiv. chapter to the Romans leaves feveral points
of prattice undetermined for this very purpofe, Let every one of us fearch as far
as we can, by diligence and prayer, to find our duties in the word of God: ¢ Where-
to we have attained, let us walk by the fame rule, and continue ftill tolove all thofe
who love the Lord Fefus in fincerity, though they differ from us in meats and days,
and other matters of doubtful difputation.” Amen.

DISCOTURSE V.

The bolinefs of the jewith and chrifiian churches confidered and compared.

HE jewifb nation was once the only vifible church of God among men, and
1 the gentiles were excluded ; but for near feventeen hundred years paft, the vi-
fible church of God has been made up of the feveral chriftian churches, fcattered
through the world, from whence unbelievers only are excluded. In what relation
each of them ftand to the invifible church, will appear in the following propofitions;
and thereby we may learn the different fort of holinefs, that belonged to them.
+ Prorosrtion 1. Since the apoftafy of our firft parents from God, mankind comes
into the world under much more uphappy circumftances, tha nthey would -have done,
ina ftate of perfect innocency. ‘There are many fuch vicious propenfities, diforders,
and corruptions in human nature, as tend to lead men aftray from God, and from
their own duty and happinefs. In this ftate of depravation, before they are renew-
ed by divine grace, they follow the finful appetites and paffions that work in them,
they fulfil the defires of the fleth and of the-mind, they live in darknefs, ignorant of
God, or at leaft thoughtlefs and regardlefs of him, as creatures without Ged in the
world, creatures that appear to have none of the moral characters of his children,
- nor bear his holy image, nor are intitled to his favour : They areled and governed,
not only, by the courfe and fathion of this world, but, alfo, by the temptations of the
.devil, and they are led captive by the prince of darknefs, that evil fpirit whofe do-
-minion is fpread through all the earth, who is, as it were, the God of this world,
and who works powerfully, in all the fons and daughters of Adam, as they are in a
“ftate of degeneracy: They are children of difobedience, for they break the lavv?1 of
their
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their maker wilfully, they neglet or renounce God, and fet up idols in his ftead;
they are idolaters to their own lufts, their pleafures, their honours or their pofief-
fions, and they are rather the children and imitators of Safan, than the children of
God, or born of him, or like to him: They are by nature ftrangers to his covenant
of mercy, have no intereft in his falvation by his Son Fefus Chrift, nor fhare in the
fpiritual and eternal bleffings of the gofpel ; and as they dwell in this world without
God, fo without any folid hope of a better world.  They are dead in trefpafles, in
fins, and know not the way of life and pcace. This 1s the plain, obvious, ard
common flate of all mankind, till they are changed and renewed, and become religi-
ous and holy. Scripture is full of fuch defcriptions of mankind; but if we had no
fcripture to fupport: this charge, our daily experience and obfervation gives a deplo-
rable evidence to the truth of the greateft part of it.

It is granted indeed, that fome, by reafon of their particular complexion, have a
few more natural virtues, and moral decencies, than others; and fome by the ad-
vantage of education, and efpecially where divine revelation is known, are reftrain-
ed thereby from thofe degrees of excefs in fome vices, which would otherwife prevail
over them: But, in the main, itis certain, that we are born of finful parents, and
partake of the irregular appetites and evil paffions that are in them, andthat * none
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean,” Fob xiv. 4. ¢ that we are conceived in
fin, and fhapen in iniquity,” Pfalm. li. 7. ¢ that what is born of the fleth is flefh,”

~or finful nature, and prone to evil, Fobriii. 6. ¢ that every imagination of the

thought of the heart of man,” that is, by nature as now, corrupted, ¢1s only evil, and
that continually, and even from his childhood, or youth.” The nature of manwas
pure and holy in it’s original, asit came from the hand of God; but as it now comes
into the world, it hath the principles and feeds of all iniquity within it: And thefe,
which I have defcribed, are the general chara&ters of all mankind in greater or lefs
.degrees till they are changed, converted, and born again, or born of the holy Spi-
rit, Fobn iii. 6, 7. Inftead of enlarging on the other proofs of this propofition, I
thall refer only to Rom. iii. g—19. 'Where all mankind, as things now ftand, both
Fews and gentiles, without the recovering grace of God, are reprefented by the
apoftle in a ftate of fin and death; ¢ all are finners, there is none that doeth good,
no not one: The way of peace have they not known, every mouth is ftopped, and
the whole world guilty before God *.” .

Prorosition II. ¢ From the beginning of the world throughout all ages, there
_have been fome perfons of this fallen race of man, who have been recovered by di-
vine grace, converted to God, ¢ tranflated out of darknefs into light, raifed from
a death in fin to a life of holinefs, and are become children ‘of the light, and heirs
of life: Whofe foul and fpirit have been awakened to repentance and ferious religion ;
whofe hearts are circumcifed to love God, who do really renounce and cut off, fub-
due and mortify the lufts of the fleth and of the mind, and refift the temptations of
the evil one; who are born of God, are adopted by him, become his people, his
.children, and have his image renewed in them; who are his faints, his holy ones,
and are partakers of his holinefs; who abandon all idols, and walk with God in the
world, maintaining a holy intercourfe with him by prayer and praife, faith and obe-
-dience; who have the fpirit of God dwelling in them, and they are his temple,

their
® That this chara@er and fentence is abfolutely univerfa
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their own lufts, and the flavery of Satan the prince of darknefs; and travel through
this world, as thfough a wildernefs, under the direction of God, towards the pro-
mifed inheritance, the heavenly country: They have hope in his mercy and his pro=
mifes, they are the objeéts of his love and mercy, they are fanétified and devoted to
God, a holy people, achofen 1generation, eletted or chofen, and called by his grace,
a royal priefthood to offer up {piritual facrifices to him, with acceptance, and thefe
are ufually called, the invifible church of God.

ProrosiTion III. As God has defigned, in all ages, to draw out of this finful race
of man fome holy fouls to be objeéts of his mercy, fo it hath pleafed his wifdom to

- carry on his tranfactions with men, throughout all his difpenfations towards them, in

a way of type, emblem, and figure; frequently appointing carnal, temporal, and
vifible things, charalters, perfons, and families, tobecome emblems and figures of

- things and chara&ters fpiritual andinvifible. This in feveral particulars is moft evident

from exprefs {cripture. The firft man 4dam was a type or figure of Chrift the fecond
Adarin, 1 Cor. XV. 45 - 49. and Rom. v. 14. Aaron the high-prieft, and David the king

-among the Fews, were types of Fefus Chrift, the high-prieft and king of his people.
- This farther appears in many places; fo the manna from heaven, and the water

. from the rock in the wildernefs, were a figure of Chrift feeding his people with his

own fleth and bloud, 1 Cor. x. 1—4. Fobn vi. 49, 51, 53. The tabernacle, the

- facrifices, the wathings and purifications, and many of the ceremonies of the jewi/b

worfhip, are figures or thadows of Fefis Cbrift, and his atonement for fin, and the
-fan@ification of the holy Ghoft, and the fpiritual bleflings that belong to the gofpel,

Colof ii. 16, 17. 1 Cor.v. 7. Heb.ix. 8, 9, 13. and x. 1, &, and Canaan is a

.type of the heavenly inheritance, He. iv. 1. and xi. 13. 16, Thofe who have

. writtenon the dotrine of types, have made thefe things appear beyond all juft and
- reafonable exception.

Now, from thebeginning of the world, God feems to have defigned, there fhould be
fome outward and vifible types and figures, of thefe two forts of mankind, the good
:and the bad, the holy and unholy, or the church and the world, and fome plain dif- -
tinction between them made in a vifible manner. Thefe different perfons were at.
firft called the feed of the woman, and the feed of the ferpent, Gen. iii. 15. Then the -
family of Cain, who went from the prefence of the Lord, Gen. iv. 14, 16. and
were called the fons and daughters of men,- Gen. vi. 1, 2. were a figure of the wick-
ed, and were generally all wicked perfons: And the family of Seth, who came in
the room of righteous Abel, Gen. iv. 25. and who called upon the name of the
Lord, or were called by the name of God, that is, the fons of God, Gen. iv. 26. .
and vi. 2. were a figure of righteous men, of the faints of God, and had moft
good men amongft them. Again, Shem the blefled fon of Noah, with his family,

-was thus diftinguithed as a vifible church, from Ham and his pofterity, who were

curfed. After that 4brabam was called from the reft of the idolarrous world, as a
-figure and pattern, or father of all truebelievers, and children of God. So [faac the
-fon of promife, was diftinguithed from Ifbmael the fon of the fleth, Galat. iv. 23,

"24, 29. So Facob from Efau, Rom. ix. 13. And when God divided the world

into Jews and gentiles eminently by Mofes, the fcripture gives us abundant ground to
‘reckon thofe two different people, Fews and gentiles, a vifible emblem of the divi-
fion of all mankind into thefe two parts, the church and the world, or the righteous
‘and the wicked, as will appear in what follows.

Prorposition IV. The nation of Ifrael appears in the reprefentations of fcripture

to be a figure or emblem of the righteous or religious part of mankind, of the faiht;
o

~
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of God, or his holy ones, his invifible church. The Ifraclites were the natural feed
of Abrabam the friend of God, the great believer, the father o? the faithful, and
the peculiar favourite of heaven. They derived many bleflings through him; they
had many privileges by their covenant at Sinai, and the promifes of many divine
favours; they had the adoption, or fon-fhip; God was theéir father, they were his
firlt-born, and his favourites ; they were his chofen people, an ele¢t nation, and the
beloved ; they were redeemed by him, from the bondage of Pbaraok king of Egypt;
he was their redeemer, and their holy one in the midft of them ; they were the people
of his falvation, conduéted by him to the promifedland throughthe wildernefs: They
are called his faints, or holy ones, having circumcifion and other outward marks of
holinefs, or dedicationto God; they had the true God for their God and their king,
the Lord of their vifible church, and head of their civil ftate, and he dwelt amongft
them in a vifible cloud of glory on the mercy-feat: They were a peculiar people to
himfelf, a holy nation, a royal priefthood. Sce thefe characters, Rom. ix, 4, s.
Exod. xix. 5, 6. and iv. 22. and many other places.

Now thefe titles and charatters, which belonged heretofore in an external, vifible,
and typical fenfe to the nation of Ifrael, do really and {piritually belong to the invi-
fible church of God, his chofen, called, and faithful people, who were born of God,
and who are the children of Abrabam, and imitators of his faith, and heirs of the
promife, Rom.iv. 11. Gal. iii. 29. Who are inwardly and fpiritually holy, whofe
hearts are circumcifed to love the Lord, and are interefted in his everlafting love; and
on this account, a real faint is called an #/raelite indeed, Jobn i. 47. a jew inwardly,
Rom. ii. 29. True chiiftians, in the new teftament, are called the Ifrael of Ged, Gal.
vi. 16. aswellas they are often reprefented, by th= ancient prophets, under that name,
Thefe are the true circumcifion, inwardly in the heart and fpirit, Rom. ii. 29.
Thele are ¢ the circumcifion, who worfhip God in the {pirit, and rejoice in Cbrift Fe-
Jus,” Phil. iii. 3. <who are circun.cifed with the circumcifion without hands, by put-
ting off the body of the fins of the fleth,” Col. ii. 11.

And to confirm this doétrine, the fcripture proceeds yet further, and reprefents
even the beft of bleffings and the heavenly ftate, or the final reward of all the faints
by the fame fort of emblems, borrowed from the Fews. They go to the bofom of
Abrabam, Luke xvi. 22, 23. ¢ They fit down with Abrabam, Ifaac, and Facob, inthe
kingdom of heaven,” Mart. viii. 11. ¢ The blefling of A4brabam comes on the gen-
tiles, that is, that God is their God, and their exceeding great reward,” Gal. iii. 14.
‘They are heirs of the heavenly inheritance, according to the ancient promife made
to Abrabam, verfe. 29. They enter into that promifed reft, that remains for the peo-
ple of God, typified by Canaan, the reft promifed tothe Fews, Heb. iii. andiv®.

Here let it be noted, that there were multitudes, in this vifible church of Jfral,
o which thefe outward titles and privileges belonged, who had not fo much as a
«credible profeffion of real virtue, or holinefs, or inward goodnefs; nor was it necef-
fary, in order tobe members of that church; for they not only came into this rela-
tion by their natural birth, as the fons of Abrabam, Ifaac, and Facob, but they al-

. ways

4 1 think the language of the new teftament, in the texts which I have cited, makes it evident, that the
Jewifb vifible church was not fo properly a type of the vifible chriftian church, in it's outward and vifible
form, as it was a type of the ftate and bleflings of the true and real children of God, that is, of the iuvifi-
ble church of God in all ages; though it is granted, that the vifible chriftian church is founded upon s
{uppofition that the members of itare, or fhould appear to be, members of the invifible church alfo, which
wasnot the cafe in the vifible jewi/ church, and the perfons who compofed it, whofe church memberthip
awas built on another foundation, '
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ways continued members of the church of Ifrae/, fo long as they continued members

of the civil community, and were accounted parts of the nation, or kingdom of I~
rael : Their common immoralities did not cut them off from their civil rights, nor

were they ever properly caft out of the ftate too; and according to the bible, when

they were cut off from their people, they loft their civil as well as ecclefiaftical pri-

vileges.

PgROPOSITION V. On the other hand, the gentiles or heathens, thatis, all the na-
tions befides the Fews, had the vifible marks of a people afar off frcm Gol, being
negletted by him, and by their iniquities and their wretchednefs they appeared as
children of wrath, under divine difpleafure, Eph. ii. 3. By theirown practice they
abandoned God, and were without God in the world, Epbe/ ii. 11, 12. They
were children of difobedience, astothe true God: They had another god, or ruler,
even the devil, who is called the god of this world, this heathen world, and him
they obeyed, he was their God, 2 Cor. iv. 4. He ruled in them as their prince,
and they were carried captive by him, at his pleafure, Epb.ii. 2. To him they
facrificed, even to devils, and not to the trueGod, 1 Cor. x. 20. They walked in
darknefs, and ignorance, Eph. iv. 17, 18. and were alienated from the life of God,
becaufe of the blindnefs of their heart; they were dead in trefpafies and fins, follow-
ing the lufts of the fleth, and of the mind, that is, carnal and fpiritual iniquities,
Eph. ii. 3. uncircumcifed in flefh and heart, undevoted to God, ftrangers or aliens
from the covenants of promife, without Cbrif?, and without hope, verfe 12. this is
their literal character.

And as the Ifraclites are evidently figures of God’s true invifible church, his real
faints, or holy ones; fo the gentiles are, evidently, a figure and emblem of all the
finful world, the unholy, unconverted part of mankind, whether Fews or gentiles,
whom I have before defcribed, as in a ftate of corrupt nature, in the firft propofi-
tion, and who are not born of God, or renewed by grace, and repentance, and a
fincere change of heart. The word uncircumcifion, is the very name and literal
chara@er of the gentiles, and it is ufed to fignify finful fouls, unholy, and unbe-
loved of God, Fer.ix. 26. The houfe of Ifrael is uncircumcifed, that is, gentiles
in heart, and unfanctified. In Rom. ii. 25—29. the words circumcifion and un-
circumcifion, are ufed both, in their fpiritual fenfe, to fignify holinefs and unholinefs,
as well as, in their literal fenfe, to denote judaifm and gentilifm. verfe 25. If thou be
abreaker of the law, thy circumcifion is made uncircumcifion, that is, thy per-
fon, notwithftanding all it’s marks of mortification, is counted unholy, unfanéified
in the fight of God. The gentiles are defcribed, as a fintul charater, Galat.ii. 135.
We who are Fews by nature, and not finners of the gentiles. And fome fuppofe
the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. and Rom.v. 6. to fignify the gentiles, where Pau/ fays,
who believeth on him, that juftifieth the ungodly; and. when we were, without
ftrength, in due time, Chrif died for the ungodly. The gentiles, and the ungodly,
or finners, are ufed as fynonymous terms; and the defcriptions of them, in feripture,
are much the fame. The working of the will of the gentiles, is an expreflion to
fignify a finful courfe of life, or an unconverted ftate, even by the apoftle Peser who
was a Jew, 1 Pet.iv. 3 '

Yet, I would lay down this caution, that I do not, hereby, exclude every individual
heathen-at that time, from the invifible church of God; for Fetbro at that time a
midianite was probably a good man; and fo might fome others, upon the foot of
Noah’s covenant, even as feveral of the Fews were wicked men: But confidering
thefe two parts of mankind, 7ews and gentiles, in the bulk, they were types and fi-

Vou. II. ‘ Nnn gures
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gures of the two forts of people, in the world, 7iz. the good and bad, or faints and
finners. :

And] think, itispretty evident, that the holy writersufe the fame fort of language,
which I have recited, in the firft and fifth propofitions, fometimes to fignify the lite-
ral and external ftate of the gentiles, before the gofpel came to them, and fometimes
to fignify the real, internal, and fpiritual ftate of all, who are not born again, not
converted to God, nor renewed to holirefs; and the one feems to be defigned, by all
thefe fpiritual parallels, as a type and emblem of the other.

Prorosition VI. During the time of the jewi/h difpenfation, there were always
fome of the Ifraelites, really, religious and holy, whowere the {piritual feed of Abrabam,
as well as natural, thatis, imitators of his faith and holinefs; and, in this double
fenfe, Abratam is their father: for, in the fpiritual fenfe, he is father of all who believe,
and truft in God and obey him, even of the gentile believers, as well as of the
Fews, Rom.iv. 16. Gal. iii. 29. Thefe religious Fews were real faints, members
of the invifible church, and the true Ifrael, thatis, they were, in reality, what the
whole nation of Jfreccl was, in type, and figure, and appearance, Rom.ix. 6. The
apoftle faith, ¢ they are not all Ifiael, which are of Ifrael, nor becaufe they are the
feed of Abrabam, are theyall children ;”” implying that the true Ifrael are, really, what
the whole nation was, vifibly: And chapterii. 29. ¢ He is a Few, who is one in-
wardly, and circumcifion is that of the heart, in the fpirit, and not in the letter
only:” Such were not, only, the parts of God’s vifible church, and had the vifible
privileges thereof, but were, alfo, members of hisinvifible church, and the children of
his fpecial love.

But, at the fame time, the bulk and multitude of the vifible nation of Ifrae/, which
was the vifible church, were generally great finners, and with all their glorious titles
of external and typical holinefs, and divine favour, they were inwardly wicked, and
belonged really to the kingdom of Satan, and not to the invifible church of God..
There were multitudes of fadducees in that church, whe neither beljeved there was
any angel or fpirit, any immortal foul in man, any refurretion of the dead, nor, in-
deed, any future ftate of rewards or punithments, and they lived according to thefe
principles. Hopeful church-members indeed, if the jewi/s church had been to be
compofed of real faints! Another body of them were pharifces, whofe inward wick-
ednefs was great, as even many of their outward practices werc very vile, and abo-
minable. It is certain, there were very many of them who continued, for fome time,
members of the outward vifible jewi/h church, to whom Fobn the baptift, and our
blefled faviour, afcribed the vileft of characters relating to their inward and real
ftate, wiz. that they were ¢ hypocrites, children of the devil, they had him for their
father, for they did his works, a generation of vipers, and fuch as could not efcape
the damnation of hell.” : :

Prorosition VII. When the times of the gofpel came, God defigned to fetup
a more {piritual kingdom, or vifible church, in the world, which fhould come much
nearer to his invifible church, in true and real holinefs, than that of the Fews did;
and of which, there was frequent notice given, by the prophets Jfaiab, Feremiab, Eze-
kiel, and Malacki, and particularly, by Fobn the baptift, Ma#s. iii. 9, 10.  Think
not to fay within your felves, we have Abrabam to our father, for God is able of
thefe ftones to raife up children unto A4brabam : Now the ax is laid to the root of the
trees; therefore every tree, which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and
caft into the fire.” If ever, therefore, you would be worthy members of i]';uch c; .

chur
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church, as God is going fhortly to fet up in the world, by introducing baptifim, as the
badge and feal of 1t, you muft bring forth fruits of repentance, and holinefs. '

Our faviour, alfo, gives notice of the fame thing to Nicodemus, Fobn i, 3. ¢ Ex-
cept a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God.” It is, as if Fobzand
Fe/us had agreed, to tell the Fews, ¢ Your being born of Abrabam will by no means
fccure to you, any vifible and eternal bleffings, in the kingdom of God, nor will
your natural and flefhly relation to #brabam, any longer, conftitute you members of
the vifible church, or of that kingdom, which God is going to fet up, unlefs you
are born of the Spirit of God, unto holinefs of heart and life, or appcar to be fo, as
far as the Qtate, ot a vifible church can require; unlefs you declare that you repent
and believé the gofpel, and make a credible profeflion of it, by bringing forth fruits,
&'c. for God will make a clearer difcovery of his fpiritual defigns, under the gofpel,
and that he has an invifible church which are all holy; and he will make his vifible
church much more like it than they were in the days of judaifin, wherein feveral
evident immoralities did notexclude them from church-fellowthip, and the outward
covenant of .fbrabam, if they did but perform their outward rites of religion, and,
in cafes of political or ceremonial defilement, fulfilled their purifications and atone-
ments, by proper wafhings and facrifices: But now, the tree that brings not good
fruit, muft be cut down, and caft out of the vineyard.”

ProrosiTron VIII. When God came to fet up this more fpiritual kingdom and
church in the world, thofe among the Fews who profeffed that they received the Mef
Jab, and fubmitted themfelves to his holy and {piritual religion, were received by
baprifm, and were counted the people of God and his vifible church, and they con-
tinued in all the vifible privileges of church-fellowfhip in all their extent; and #
their profeffion was fincere, they were intitled to all the inward privileges of the in-
vifible church, and the fpiritual bleflings of the gofpel.

Note, I do not mention any thing here relating to the infants of true believers,
becaufe I would not embarafs the prefent argument with another controverfy, and
becaufe theyare, at beft, but incomplete members of the chriftian church ; and, in m
opinion alfo, fo far as they are acknowledged to be any way members of the vifible
chriftian church, it is upona fuppofition of their being, together with their parents,
members of the invifible church of God. Iproceed therefore in my argument.

Every perfon then, among the jews/h nation, who made a vifible and credible pro-
feflion of chriftianity with his lips, and in his life, was, in a judgmentof charity, to
be counted fincere in this profeffion, and, confequently, they were to be efteemed
parts of the invifible church of God, Gal.vi.. 16. < As many as walk according to
this rule of the gofpel,” peace be on them, and mercy, and upon all the Jiael of
God, that is, upon all real faints.” Thefe believed in God and his promifes, as
brabam did, and they become both the fpiritual feed of Abrabam, by imitating his
faith and obedience, and children of God, by faith in Fefus Chrift, Gal. iii. 26, 29.
and heirs of the heavenly inheritance, according to his promife. Thefe, among the
common multitudes of the nation of [frael, are his fpecial people Jrael, ““whom God
toreknew, and whom he hath not caft away,” Rom. xi. 1,2. ¢ Thefeare the rem-
nant, according to the election of grace,” verie 5. ¢ Thele are the ele&tion which have
obtained faith and falvation, when the reflt of the Ijiac/ites were blinded, or harden-
ed,” Rom. xi. 7. Thefe are the Sons of God, brought into thisrelation by receiv-
ing Fefus Chrift his Son, or believing in his name: Thefe are faid to be born of God,
Jobrt 12, 13. Being born of wIa\;er, and of the Spirit, that is, regcnerated by

: -nn2 - his
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his holy Spirit, and wafhed with water, as the feal of it, they became a%ual vifible
members of this gofpel-church, or the kingdomof God, Fotu iii. 3, 6.

Prorosition IX. Thofe pariicular perfons, among the jewi/h nation, that rejected
the Meffiab, who was fent to be their prophet, prieft and king, were cut off from all
pretences to thefe fpiritual privileges, and from all the inward bleflings which were
fignified by their outward and carnal privileges; and they did alfo cut themfelves off
from the vifible church, which God was then bringing into a purer and more fpiri-
tual frame, by renouncing the Son of God the Meffiab, who was the king of Irael.
Thele are become the Lo-rubainab, and Loammi, mentioned in Hofeai. 6, 9. For
they are not the favourites, or beloved of God, they are not his people. Thefe were
the natural branches of 4brakbain’s family, or the vifible church, who though they
are of Ifrael, yet are not the true Ifrael, Rom. ix. 6. Thefe are the natural branches of
the good olive-trce, who were broken off becaufe of unbelief, Rom: xi. 20, 21.
and after the chriftian church was fet up and eftablifhed, they no more belonged to
the vifible church of God, as they did never at all belong to the invifible.

ProrosiTion X. And when the chriftian church was thus fet up and eftablifhed
mthe world, the nation of the Fews, who were for the moft part unbelievers in the
Meffiab, were cut off as a nation, from all appearance of God’s vifible church and
people, by the deftruction of their city and temple, and utter ruin of their ftate or
commonwealth. Thus their being cut oft from the privileges of being his vifible
church, as he was their God, and, from being his vifible fubjects, as he was their king,
confidered as a public body and community, went hand in hand, as faft as human
affairs could permit. The Fews were then, in a moft notorious and vifible manner,
¢aft out of the favour and protetion of their God and king, in the fight of the
world, and abandoned of him; and fince they renounced the Son of God, who
was appointed their king, and flew him, and thereby filled up the meafure of their
iniquities, he alfo renounced them from being his fubjects, or his kingdom: ¥le fent
the fword, amongft them, for their deftruction, and the wrath of God camie upon
them to the uttermoft, as that text has been ufually explained, 1 Thef ii. 14—16.
and they have not, fo much as, the face of a vifible church or people of God remain-
ing thefe fixteen hundred years. God has fulfilled his word, and cut them off ac- .
cording to his threatenings, from their relation to him as their God, nor are they any
longer his people; they have left their names for a curfe to his chofen people, that
is, the gofpel church made up chicfly of gentiles, who efteem the name of a Few a
reproach or a curfe, and God has called his people, by another name, thatis, chrif-
tians, as he threatened fo plainly by Ifaiab, his prophet, chapter Ixv. 15. Thefe
were the children of the kingdom, concerning whom our faviour foretels, ¢ that
they fhould not fit down with Abrabam, Ifzac, and Facob, in the kingdom of hea-
ven, but fhould be caft out into utter darknefs,” Maz¢. viii. 11, 12.

ProrosiTion XI. Thofe, among the gentiles, who received the Afiab, and believ-
ed in him, who practifed faith and repentance, come into the real fpiritual privileges,
of which all the external glories of judaifin were types and figures; even as the in-
wardly pious Fews, of old. had thofe fpiritual bleflings, which were typified by their
own outward peculiarities. The ¢ gentile believers, who were, naturally, branches of
the wild olive, are grafted into the good olive-tree,” Rom. xi. 17, 18. They
are the feed of Abrabam, and he is their father, Rom.iv. 11, 16. Gal.iii. 8, g,
29. ¢ They are called God’s people, whowere not his people,” Rom. ix. 24, 25.
They are invefted with the honourable titles which the carnal Fews enjoyed, 1 Pet.
ii.g.10. ““ A chofen generation, a royal priefthood, a holy nation, a peculiar pcolilel;

: whic
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which had not obtained mercy,” but now have obtained mercy. Andin Epkef. ii. 19.
«¢They are no more ftrangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the faints, and of
the houfhold of God, his elect, his beloved, and he dwells among them, and in
them, as in his city and his temple, by his holy Spirit,” verfe 22. and 1 Cor, vi. 19.
and 2 Cor. vi. 16. ,

ProrosiTion XII. As thofe gentiles who do, really, and inwardly, receive the
Meffab, and praétife his religion in faith and holinefs, come into all thefe inward,
real, and fpiritual privileges and bleffings; fo all that make a vifible and credible
profeffion of faith, and holinefs, and univerfal fubje&tion to Chriff, come into all
the outward privileges of the vifible church, under the gofpel: Some few of which
privileges are continued from the jewi/b church, but the greateft part of them are
abolifhed, becaufe the gofpel ftate is more fpiritual than the difpenfation of the levi-
tical law, and not fuch a typical ftate as that was; and none are to be admitted into
this vifible church, and efteemed complete members of it, but thofe who make fuch
a declaration and profeffion of their faith in Chriff, and their avowed fubjeétion to
him, as may be fuppofed, in a judgment of charity, to manifeft them to be real be-
lievers in Chrift, the true fubjetts of his fpiritual kingdom, and members of the
invifible church. See propofition VII. ,

Prorosition XIII. When therefore St. Paul and Peter write to the gentile chrif-:

tian churches, they give them fuch honourable titles as thefe, ¢ Holy brethren, called
to be faints, called and holy, fanétified in Chrift Fefus, the ele@t of God, the beloved
of God, wathed from their fins, juftified, fanétified in-the name of the Lord Fefus,
and by the Spirit of our God, rifen from a death in trefpafics and fins, raifed to-
gether with Chriff, fet down with him in heavenly places, followers of us, and of
the Lord, towhom the gofpel came not in word only, but alfo in power, electac-
cording to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, through fan¢tification of the Spi-
rit unto obedience, and fprinkling of the bloud of Fefus Cbriff, begotten to a lively.
hope by the refurretion of Chrift from the dead, who have obtained precious faith
through the righteoufnefs of God and our’ faviour, a chofen generation, a royal
priefthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, even the people of God, who have
now obtained mercy,” &Je.
- And the reafon of thefe glorious titles is this, that they are members of the chrif--
tian church, which receives none but upon profeffion of true faith in Cbrif?, and fin-
cere repentance ; none but thofe who profefs to be members of the invifible church,
and, in a judgment of charity, are to be fo efteemed : For perfons of fcandalous or
immoral charalters, or who walked diforderly, their fellow-members were warned
not to keep them company, nor to eat with them, 1 Cor.v. 11. The church are
required to withdraw from them, and they were to be caft out of the church, 2.
Thef-iii. 6. Purge out the old leaven, faith the apofile, that is, put away from.
among your felves that wicked perfon, who was amongft them, that ye may be a.
new lump, as ye are unleavened, that is, without the leaven of malice or wickeds -
nef§, 1 Cor.v. 7, 8, 13. And therefore the apoftle writing to the Philippians,. .
charitably fuppofes them all to be in a ftate of grace, chapteri. 6. ¢ Being confi-.
degt of this very thing, that he who hath begun a good work in you, will perform.
o'%&ﬁl it unto the day of Fefus Chrift, even as it is meet for me to think this of you -
all,” that is, to think you all, in general, real faints, in ajudgment of charity, and.
without unreafonable fufpicions of the credibility of your proteffion, or the fincerity .
of your hearts. .

It isgrantedindeed, there might be, here and there, fingle perfons in primitive

chriftian churches, whofe apparent finful lives deferved to have them caft out; fuch
were



462 Difference between the jewith and chbriffian churchés. Difc, V.

were among the Theffalonians, and Philippians too: And, concerning fuch as thefe,
the apoftle, here and there, gives directions to withdraw from them, and tocaft them
out of the church, whichwas to be done by proper degrees.  But this does not hin-
der the bulk or body of the church from being ftill efteemed, and called faints, and .
holy brethren.

Objection I. But was it not a fufficient qualification to become a mermber of a chrif-

tian church, if a perfon profefled the name of Chrift in general, wiz. that he would be
of that {fc& or party in religion, without making whatyou call a credible profeffion,
that is, without having fuch aferious fpisit, and alifeof piety and virtue, as might
give any juft reafon to conclude that perfon was a member of the invifible church.
~ Anfwer. This I have fpoken of, in another place, about chriftian communion, and
therefore I fhall only fpeak very briefly here, and fay, that Fobn the baptiflt gave an
early hint, that an entrance into the gofpel church was not to ftand upon the fame
terms, as that of the jewi/h: They were to bring forth fruits meet for repentance, as
well as profefs it ; for the ax is laid to the root of the trce, Matt. iii. 7—10. And
thofe will be cut off from their vifible ftanding in the church who bear not good
fruit. So—=44s xix. 18. Thofe that believed, came and confefled, and fhewed their
deeds.
- Befides, it may be juftly granted, that the mere prefent profeffion of the religion
of Chrift, againft the general oppofition of the world, and the danger of profecution
in thofe primitive days, was reafonably counted as fufficient an evidence of inward
repentance, faith and true religion, as many weeks or months of outward vifible
piety and virtue might be in our day, becaule the profeffion of Chriff is no matter of
hazard and difficulty, as it was then. Far the greateft part of chriftian profeffors in
that age were real inward chriftians, and all of them pretended and appeared to be
fo, on which account the apoftles, in writing to them, give them thofe glorious titles
and characters, belonging properly to none but real faints. Nor can we juftly fup-
pofe the apoftle would give fuch fublime and blefled titles and characters, to perfons
who were openly vicious and profane, under this fpiritual difpenfation of the gofpel,
whatever belief they profefled of chriftian principles. ’

1 would, only, afk upon this occafion, whether,if St. Paul were to write a letter to
all that profefs the chriftian religion in London, at this day, all the ignorant, the
ftupid, the carelefs and profane wretches who dwell in that great city, wherein the
greateft part are vifibly unholy, or at leaft have no vifible appearances of holinefs;
I would afk, whether he would beftow thefe facred titles upon them, and call them
“¢holy brethren, ele¢t of God, fanctified in Chrif# Fefus, faithtul and beloved of God £
Surely, no; he could not do it; and therefore thefe facred titles were given to the
primitive chriftian churches, notas typically holy, but as profeffing themfelves to be
really and inwardly holy and religious, and in a judgment of charity appearing
fo to be. '

Objettion II. But were not many of thefe facred. and glorious titles given to the
whole church or nationof the Fews, the greateft part of which were fo wicked, that
our Lord and St. Paul agree, but few of them fhould be faved; Matzz. vii. 14.
Rom. ix. 27. .

Anfwer. The jewifb church and ftate were diftinguifhed from other people and
nations, by fuch an external and typical holinefs, as was defigned to be an emblem
of the invifible church, which was really and inwardly holy; and thercfore thefe
titles are given them only inan external, figurative, and typical fenfe, as having the
outward emblems of thofe divine qualititics, privileges and favours, which rcallz'l

an
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and inwardly belong only to the church invifible; for the foundation both of theig
church and ftate was not fo much as laid in a profeffion of inward holinefs, but in
being’the fced of Abrabam, and conforming to outward ceremonies. It was a much
more carnal difpenfation than that of the new teftament, and therefore it was an
outwatd emblem of what is more real and fpiritual under the gofpel.

ProrosiTion XIV. As the apoflles, when they write to gentile chriftian churches,
ufe the word ¢ we,” and rank themfelves amongft them in their prefent ftate of faith
and holinefs; fo when they fpeak of their former ftate of corrupt nature, and be-
fore theirconverfion, they ufed the word ¢¢ we” alfo, and rank themielves with them, as
having been in a ftate of corrupt nature as well as the gentiles, before their faith and
repentance, though they were never gentiles by nation, but Yews or Ifraclites.  So
Eph.ii. 1—3. * You hath he quickened who were dead in trefpafies and fins,
wherein, in time paft, ye walked according to the courfe of this world, accor.ling to
to the prince of the power of the air, the ipirit that now worketh, in the chilidicn of
difobedience; among whom, alfo, ¢ we” all had our converfation, in times patt, in
the lufts of our flefh, fulfilling the defires of the flefh and of the mind, and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as others,” Verfe 5. ¢ When we were dead
in fins, God hath quickened “us” together with Chriff.”” Tit. iii. 3. “We” our felves,
alfo, were fometimes foolifh, difobedient, deceived, ferving divers lufts and plea-

" fures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another: which, by the
way, the learned author of “ Mifcellanea facra,” attributes particularly to St,
Paul himfelf, in his unconverted ftate, volume II. page 63. See thefame charalters
applied to St. Paul, by the learned author of the ¢ paraphrafe and notes on the epiftle
to Titus; butlafk leave toinclude Tit«s and other gentile chriftians intheword ¢ we,”
and not confine it merely to the apoftle himfelf, as that author does. The words hate-
ful, and hating one another, dariaes, muft imply mutual and reciprocal action, which
is fufficient to prove, that St. Pau/ includes others, together with himfelf, in thefe vile -
charalters. St. Peter exprefles himfelf in the fame manner, when he was writing to
the converted gentiles, 1 Pet. iv. 3. ¢ The time palt of our life may fuffice ¢ us” to
have wrought the will of the gentiles, when ¢ we” walked in lafcivioufnefs, lufts,
excefs of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries.”

It is true indeed, that Peter and Paul could not apply all thefe expreffions perfonal-
ly to themfelves in a ftate of nature and unconverfion, in the fame literal fenfe in -
which they might be applied to the gentile chriftians, in their unconverted ftate; bug
the apoftles themfelves, and the beft of chriftians were, by nature, fuch fort of finners, -
as might be figured out, by thefe literal characters of the gentiles; as living too much .
without God, giving themielves up to their lufts and the idols of their heart, and to
the courfe of a finful world, and the temptations of the devil, fothat they were, in- -
wardly, and really in the fight of God, fuch fort of finful creatures, in a ftate of cor-
rupt nature, inafpiritual fenfe, as the gentiles were, in more vifible outward appearance -
and practice: It is in this refpect the heathens, as I faid before, were figures or em-
blems of all the unconverted world, which lies in wickednefs, and in this fenfe fays
the apoftle, Epb. ii. 3. ¢ Weall,” that is, Jews and chriftians, as well as gentiles,
¢ had our converfation in times paft, and were dead infins, and children of wrath,
even as others,” that s, juft objects of the wrath of God and condemnation, as well
as the reft of the unconverted world.

Objettion 1. But the apoftles, when writing'to gentile chriftians, would ingratiate
themfelves withthem, and, therefore, when they are going to {peak hard things, of the

former converfation of thefe chriftian gentiles, ¥hcy join themfelves with them, anfd
. ufe
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ufe the words ¢ we” and ¢¢ us” in a way of pleafing oratory and addrefs, in order to
take off the feverity of reflexion, and to obtain a better hearing.

Anfwer. But, for the fake of fuch pleafing oratory and addrefs, we muft not ex-
plain theapoftlesintodirec falthood : The words “we” and ¢‘us™ in the plural, certainly
include «I” and ¢ me” inthefingular; for, though there are feveral places, where the
word ¢ we” means only the fingle perfon who fpeaks, as 1 The/. i1. 8. We would
have come to you, even I Paul/; and Jobn xxi. 24. We know; and 1 §obn iii. 12.
We teftify ; yet, Ibelieve, there will hardly be found any place, where the perfon
{peaking is quite excluded. : .

Perhaps thattext 1 Th¢f. iv. 17. may be objefled, “ We which are alive and remain,
at the coming of Chbrift,” &¢c. Could St. Paul fuppole he fhould remain alive on earth
till that time? Ianfwer, yes, very probably; for this epiltle was written the firft of
all St. Paul’s epiftles, and he might not then have it revealed to him, that Chrif
fhould delay his coming fo long. And it is evident that by fome expreflions in this
very epiftle, the Theffalenians were led into a fuppofition of Chriff’s very fpeedy ap-
pearance. See 2 The/ ii. 2 *. ,

The apoftles therefore when they ufe the word ¢ we,” took their fhare in thefe felf-
accufing expreflions, concerning their finful ftate by nature; andif there be not a
literal fenfe wherein thefe expreffions were true concerning the apoftles, there muft
be a kindred, fimilar or fpiritual fenfe, wherein it is true of them, according to
their own defign and meaning, left we make them {peak falfe things in a compliment.
They, together with the gentile idolaters, were therefore in reality children of
wrath by nature, or in a ftate of depraved nature and guilt, though the gentiles
had more outward and vifible marksof it than the Fews.

Objection II. But was not Paxl even when he was a pharifee, a man of morals, a
man who ¢ lived in all good confcience,” as he teftifies of himfelf, 4£&s xxiii. 1. and
¢¢ touching the righteoufnefs that was in the law blamelefs,” Pbil. iii. 6. Nor have we
any ground to think Peter was really one of thofe wicked perfons, though he fays,
1 Per.iv. 3. ¢ We” walked in lafcivioufnefs, lufts, excefs of wine, revelling, ban-
quetting, and abominable idolatries.

Anfwer I. Thereis no need among fuch catalogues, always to apply every fingle
characterto every fingle perfon, included in the plural number ¢“we.” Even among
the heathens themfelves, there were fome who might not be actual gluttons, or given
to excefs of wine, and to whom every one of theie characters could not be literally
applied; but all thefe characters, in general, muft be fcattered and diftributed amongft
the ¢ we,” of whom they were fpoken. There are inftances of this fort of {peech, in
many places of fcripture: See, for inftance, Heb. xi. 32, 33. ¢ Gideon, Barak,
Sampfon, &¢c. and the prophets; who through faith fubdued kingdoms, ftopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the -violence of fire, {&7¢c.” .Not that each of thefe per-
formed all thefe exploits, butfome did one, and fome another. So, when the apof
tle fays, * we wrought the will of the gentiles, walking in rioting, excefs of wine,
idolatry, &¢.” fome of thefe predicates muft, in fome fenfe or another, belong to
the apoftles, at leaft as part of the finful race of mankind, Fews as well as gentiles,
in order to fecure their veracity; for we muft not explain them fo, as to make the

apoftles

* Perhaps,it may be granted, that the pronouns ¢ we" and *“ us,” may fignify fometimes the men of our na-
tion, as **we” Feavs, or people of our profeflion,jas we chriftians, though it fpeaks of fomething done before
they wercborn : becaufe they are looked upon as one with all that nation, or all that profefion ; but this

+ is foeafily diftinguithed by the fenfe, that there is no danger of leading the hearer intoa miftake, and
doth not atall invalidate the prefcut argument, concerning the univerfal corruption of 7 eavs and gentilcs.
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apoftles yield up the truth of thmgs’ to complaifance and fair fpeech, efpecially in
fgc?h cafes, wherein a multitude of their rcgders would be verypclgable t%e mi({akc
them.

Anfwer.II .In general, it muft be acknowledged, that as we are in a ftate of deprav-
ed nature, the feeds and principles of all iniquities are found in us, both the lufts of
the fleth and the mind, and in this fenfe all men, by nature, have the fprings of alt
fin in them: Noris thisa harder cenfure than the apoftle Pau/lays upon all man-
kind, Fews and gentiles, without the exception of one individual, when he cites,
out of the old teftament, the feveral charalters of wicked men. Rom. iii. g—1 9. and
pronounces them true in general concerning Fews and gentiles; and fome of them
belong to every particular perfon in the world; all are under fin, that s, in a ftate of
nature ; there is none righteous, no notone; there is no fear of God before their
eyes, &¢c.  «“Thus every mouth is ftopped, and all the world, even every individual
fon and daughter of Adam, is guilty before God; for all have finned, and come
fhort of the glory of God.” And that this includes every individual perfon, is evi-
dent ; becaufe otherwife there would be fome perfons who need not juftification, by
grace, through the redemption of Chriff, which is the only relief which the apoftle
propofes for all mankind in the following verfes.

Thus, it is made pretty evident, that thegood charatters of the Fews, as God’s
chofen vifible church, are applied by the writers of the new teftament to all true
chriftians, even gentiles as well as Fews; and the evil charaéters, of the gentile
world, are applied to all finners, in a ftate of nature and unconverted, as well Fews as

ntiles. o
gePROPOSITION XV. From all this difcourfe there appears a fufficient reafon why
the prophecies and promifes of the old teftament which difplay the mercy of God to
the jewi/b nation, are often cited in the new teftament, as belonging to true chriftians, -
and applicable to them, whether Fews or gentiles; becaufe the Fews were the figure
of the true church of God, and the fpiritual meaning of thofe promifes is defigned
to be applied to all; who are the true Jfracl of God, that is, truly pious, whether
Fews or gentiles.

See for inftance, Lev.xxvi, 11, 12. I will fet my tabernacle, or dwelling
among you: I will walk among you, and be your God, and you fhall be my peo-
ple.”  Fer.xxxi. 1. ¢« I will be the God of all the families of ifrae, and they
fhall be my people.” Which promifes are made exprefsly to the Fews, in the old
teftament; but St. Pawl applies them to the corinthian chriftians, 2 Cor. vi. 16. < I
will dwell in, or among them, and walk among them: I will be their God, and they
thall be my people.”

So again, [/a. lii. 11. ¢ Depart ye, depart, go out from thence, touch no une.
clean thing, &J¢. and the Lord will go before you. Thefe words are addrefled to
Ferufalem, and Ifrael only; but St. Paul addrefles the gentile converts, in the fame
manner; “ come out, or depart from among them, and be ye feparate, faith the
Lord, and touch notthe unclean thing, and I will receive you, {5¢c.” 2 Cor.wvi. 17.
And then he tells them thefe promifes are their’s, chapter vii. 1.

So Ifai. Ix. 1. ¢ Arife, fhine, for thy light is come, is applied to the ephefian
chriftians, Epb.v. 14. ¢ Awake thou that fleepeft, and arife from the dead,” &9¢,
And fuch kind of promifes may be ufed and improved by us gentile chriftians ; ¢ for
they were written for our inftrution, that we through patience, and comfort of the
feriptures, might have hope,” Rom, xv. 4. and therefore in verfe 10, * Rejoice, ye
gentiles, with his people.”

- Vou. 11, Ooo And
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" And, in the fame manner, the promifes of the old teftament, which are made to the
pentiles, may be affumed and pleadcd by finners, who are in a ftate of carrupt na-
ture, in order to their obtaining grace and falvation, becaufe the gentiles were a type
and emblem of them. Jfa. xlv. 22. ¢ Look unto me from the ends of theearth, and
be faved.” And Hof.i. 10. and ii. 23. which are cited by Pax/ to the Romans,
¢ T will call them my people which were not my people.” Chapter ix. 24—26.
« Where itis faid, yearenot my people, there fhall they be called the children of the
living God.” Which fcriptures may be very appolitely and properly applied to en-
courage the worft of finners to come to God, by the gofpel of Chrift, even thofe
that are, as it were, in the ends of the earth, afar off from any relation to God, or
his people.

RECAPITULATION.

The fum and defign of thefe propofitions may be thus reprefented in thort. There
are but two forts of perfons in the world, faints and finners, the holy and the unholy.
The Fews and gentiles ftand in fcripture as figures or emblems of thefe two forts,
thatis, of faints and finners; or of the invifible church of God, and of the wicked
world ; the one, under the kingdom of God, the other, under the kingdom of Satan :
For the vifible church of God, in the old teftamient, was under it’s typical and fha-
dowy adminiftration; and this vifible jewi/b church, into which perfons were admit-
ted by being born of Ifrael, was a type of all that are really the fubjects of God’s
kingdom of grace, being born of God; whereas the heathens, who were not of this
vifible church and kingdom of God, were fubjeéts of the vifible kingdom of Satan,
and were types of all that are really in aftate of corrupt nature, and fo are fubjeéts
of the devil.

In the times of the gofpel, God introduced a more fpiritual ftate and oeconomy,
even of his vifible church, and appointed our entrance into it, to be made, by a vi-
fible profeflion of our being born of God, of real faith in Cbriff, of truerepentance,
and inward holinefs; fuppofing that the chriftian vifible church ought to be com-
pofed of fuch perfons, who, in a judgment of charity,” thould have thofe inward fpi-
ritual qualities, which were denoted by the jewi/b outward privileges, forms and ce-
remonies, and which fhould render them real members of the invifible church of
God. ‘

And, therefore, the apoftles in writing to chriftian churches, fpeak of unconverted,
or unfanctified perfons, under the common defcriptions and characters, which literally-
belonged to the heathen or gentile nations, in the days of their heathenifin : And,
when they fpeak of the vifible members of chriftian churches, it is under the com-
mon defcriptions and charaters which literally belonged to the jewi/h nation or
church, as a type of the fpiritual invifible church; and the reafonis, becaufe vifibie
chriftians are all bound to profefs thefe charaters, in their fpiritual fenfe, that is, real
ioward holinefs, and fpecial relation to God, and, in a judgment of charity, they arc
to be efteemed as pofleffling thefe characters and qualifications. ‘

- Thence it follows, that thefe glorious and holy charatters, are not afcribed to pro-
fefling chriftians, in that typical and figurative fenfe, in which thefe characters were
applied to the jewi/b church and nation, becaufe the Fews were but a type or emblem
of what God’s invifible church always was, and what the chriftian vifible church
ought to be; and if the difcipline of the primitive days were ftill practifed,
every chriftian church would be fuch as might be charitably prefumed to hzw‘tl:1 811_1

. , . cle
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thefe inward and glorious charaéters; and however poffibly there might be fome par-
ticular wicked perfons in it, who deferved to be caft out, yet this did not hinder the
bulk and body of them, from enjoying thefe honourable appellations, as fuppofing
them to be faints indeed.

And, hence alfo it comes to pafs, that many of the promifes made to the Fews of
old, areapplied, in the new teftament, to all true chriftians for their comfort; and the
promifes made to the gentiles may be applied to great finners, to encourage their
hope : But this muft be underftood only where the ftate, and circumftances, either
of faints or finners, are fuch as to ftand in need of thofe promifed bleflings, and to
render fuch promifes pertinent to their cafe. ¢ Whatfoever things were written a-
foretime, were written for our learning, that we, both Fewsand Romans, through
thefe fcriptures, might have hope and divine confolation.” Rom. xv. 6.

And indeed without fuch a liberty of explaining and applying the promifes, of the
old teftament, to our own fouls, as the apoftles havetaught us, for our private and
fpiritual advantage, a good part of the writings of the prophets, even fome of
thofe which refer to the days of the Mefieh, would be impoverithed and drained of
many of their richeft bleflings, and would become of little ufe to us, unlefs it were
for the mere proof of the truth of chriftianity : Whereas there is a rich and heaven-
ly treafure, ofp graceand bleflings, contained in thefe exceeding great and precious pro-
mifes, and transferred to the gentile church under the new teftament; which treafure
is opened and unfolded to us, and fet before us, by this doctrine, which the holy
apoftles have taughtus, both by their word and practice; and which I have now been
endeavouring to eftablith. Upon many of thefe ancient promifes, have true chrif-
tians lived, in all fuccceding ages, as well as in the apoftolic times, and in them
they have found fupport and relief, under their temptations and fufferings: So what
was fpoken by the Lord to Fg/bua for his fupport and encouragement, is applied to
all chriftians by theapoftle. See 7o/b.i. 5. and Heb. xiii. 5. I will never fail thee,
norforfake thee.” '

Thefe words of gracé have drawn finners, near to God, under the gofpel, by thelan-
guage of the old teitament happily applied to their confciencies. ¢ Ho, every one
that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, thatis, the watersof life;” Ifz.lv. 1. com-
pared with Rev. xxii. 17. “Let him that is a-thirft, come and take of the water of
life freely.”  ¢Itis by many of thefe exceeding great and precious promifes, that the
gentiles have been made partakers of the divine nature, and have efcaped the cor-
ruptions of the world, 2 Pet.i. 4. It is by thefe the chriftian church has been ga-
thered and animated, has been nourithed and propagated to this day. Thefe pro-
mifes which were given ¢ to the Fews and to their children, fhall be made good to
thofe that are afar off, thatis, the gentiles; even to as many as the Lord our God
fhall call,” AZsii. 39. ¢ Forin Chrift Fefus thereis neither Few nor Greek ;™ Gal. iii.
28. ¢ but all the promifes of God in him are yea, andin him amen, unto the glory of
God,” 2 Cor. 1. 20.

Qoo 2 A
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THE

PRETF A C E

T was in theyear 1722. thefe difcourfes were compofed, and they have lain fe-

I veral years by me waiting tor a more proper opportunity to be fent into the world.

But deifm and infidelity having made fuch violent efforts, of latc, in this nation, and

:'having obtained fuch unhappy fuccefs, as ro draw away fome from the faith of the

blefled gofpel, and to ftagger others in their belief, I thought providence forbid any

longer delay, and called me to add this attempt toward the reftraint of a {preading
ftilence.

It has not been my bufinefs and intent, here, to produce the numerous train of ar-

guments, whereby the chriftian religion is fupported, and fet them in a fair array:

This has been done in many forms, andin many volumes by writers of the firft rank,

.inour age, which are fufficiently known in the world, and received with juft -

honour.

-Yet Itake pleafure on'this occafion to point to my reader two lefler writings lately
publithed, which are worthy of his perufal.  The firft is-the lord bithop of London’s
< paftoral letter,” written in defence of chriftianity, wherein, he has drawn into a
narrow and comprehenfive view, fome of the moft confiderable arguments, for the
vindication of our holy religion; and by exhibiting them, inajuft and perfpicuous
manner, he has recommended themto the chriftian world. The other is doctor
William Harris’s two difcourfes, wherein, ¢ the reafonablenefs of believing the gof-
pel, and the unreafonablenefs of infidelity, are difplayed in a convincing light. I
could wifh that believers and infidels would read thefe little books with a ferious fpirit.

There are two forts of perfons, in our age, who have not only need to have the
evidences of our holy religion, fet before them, in their fulleft view, but it may alfo
be very proper to excite them to a diligent, faithful, and religious attention to thefe
evidences, by reprefenting the formidable and tremendous threatenings of God,
againit thofe who abufe the light they enjoy, and become infidels or apoftates in the
midft of divine advantages for faith. Happy fhould I be, if I could imprefs their
{fouls, with a folemn concern and folicitude, equal to the vaft and infinite importance
of the fubject. , g T

The one fort of men have declared themfelves unbelievers of the gofpel of Chrift:
they have gone fo far as to renounce the fcriptures, and forfake chriftianity : Some of
thefe fet themfelves to oppofe it boldly by fuch affaults, either, of wit or argument, as
nature hath furnithed them with; and fome join their attempts of reafon and rail-
lery together: May God recover them by his almighty grace! I fear there is but
little profpect of recalling them to the faith, by any thing we can fpeak or write.

There are others who have not abandoned the gofpel, yet have had their minds fo
corrupted and perplexed, by fome objections of infidelity, that they are reduced to a
doubting ftate, whether the religion of Cbrift be divine or no, and are feeking after
fome determination by fuller evidence. I do notcall thefe perfons deifts or infidels :
1 hope, as well as pray, for their eftablithment in the faith of Fe/us, the only faviNour.

ow
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Now my chief defign in this treatife, was. to attempt a recovery of fome of thefe
doubting chriftians, or to ftop them in their courfe toward apoftafy, by reprefenting
the dreadtul and eternal hazard of rejecting the gofpel of Chrift, if it fhould at lait
appear to have come from heaven: That thofe who think of abandoning the chrif- .
tian faith might fee and be perfuaded, that none of their pretences to natural religion
can give them an effetual fecurity, from the condemning fentence of the great judge;
if they fhall to the laft oppofe and refilt the light of evidence, that fhines round the
gofpel, in our nation and our day. ’

- I'am well aware that my conduct and manner of argument, on this fubject, will be
reprefented as very uncharitable : Perhaps, I fhall be told, thatI affume the awful
province of God, that I enter into the hearts of men, and pafs a judgment concern-
ing their fincerity, while I fcarce fuppofe it poffible for a man to be truly fincere,
in feeking the truth, and yet to live and die aninfidel, where the gofpel is furround-~
ed with: 1t’s proper light and evidences.

I muft confefs it is a fenfible grief to me, when I am conftrained, by the word “of.
God, to fay any thing terrible and fevere againft my fellow-creatures, - my partners in
fleth and bloud. Iwould hate and avoid all the charaéters of a cenforious and un<
charitable fpirit: The gofpel of Chrift is a gofpel of love, and while I preach it for.
the falvation of men, I would never mix my own wrath with it, nor would I wil-
lingly lie under the thadow of fuch animputation. But when the great and bleflfed
God, -who has made this gofpel, and who fearches the hearts of men, has pronoun-.
ced his wrath and dainnation fo often againft thofe who believe not in his Son, it is he
himfelf who does in effect declare, that they are not fincere in their fearches after the
truth: For I am perfuaded he would never proclaim fuch vengeance from heaven
agaiaft any fincere foul, that with humble diligence and' faithfulnefs inquires, .
¢ What he muft do to pleafe his maker.”

- The blefled God who has ordained the gofpel of his Son Fe/us, to be the meansof -
the falvation of men to the end of the world, has certainly furnithed it with fuf-.
ficient evidence, for the propagation of it, through the fucceflive generations of men,
among all that are humble and willing inquirers after truth. The God of nature
knows well how much light is neceflary, both in the eye, and on the obje&, to convey .-
the fight of it to ‘thofe who are willing to fee: The fame all-wife God well knows
alfo what capacity in the mind is requifite, and what degree of evidence is neceffary
to attend any revealed truth, in orderto it’s being received by the honeft and fincere
foul: And his equity and goodnefs would never have fuffered fuch a heavy curfe to
- be denounced againft unbelievers, if he had not forefeen, that nothing but fome:
corrupt and guilty prejudices could withhold men from receiving the truth of the.
gofpel, where it is accompanied with it’s neceffary tefimonials. Itis not I, therefore, .
butit is the word of God that declares the unbelievers of his gofpel to.be infincere, .
while he pronounces fuch a curfe upon them. - - _ R

-"The holy and gracious lips of our blefled Fefus, who knew the hypocrify and in-:
fincerity of the Fews, in his day, did often pronounce a fentence of death and deftruc--
tion upon them ; and, when he left the world, he repeated this condemnation upon all.
ipfidels, where his gofpel fhould come with it’s proper evidence, ¢ he that believeth
not thall be damned.” A/zrk xvi. 16.- The great apoftle of the gentiles has affured us, ,
that they who believe not have fuffered the God of this world, that is, the devil, to:
blind their minds,” 2 Cor. iv. 4. and he has confirmed the awful fentence, “ If any.
man love not the Lord Fefas Chrift, let him be ¢‘anathema,” or accurfed, till the Lord
come,” 1 Cor. xvi. 22, T

hY
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Now, fince thefe folemn denunciations, of divine vengeance, are frequéntly repeated
in our bible, and make a part of that book, wherein, our religion lies, fince we are
“bound todeclare all the counfel of God, for the falvation of men, and knowing thefe
terrors of the Lord, we cannot but fet them before the faces of thofe, whoare in danger
of being drawn away from their ftedfaftnefs in the faith; that if they fhould at [aft
perifh, in their own unbelief, they may not lay the blame upon the minifters of the
gofpel, and plead that they had no warning of this condemnation.

It is, therefore, no inftance of an uncharitable conduét, to point out to carelefs
wanderers, that pit of fire and deftruction into which they are haflening, unlefs they
turn their feet to another path: It has been, always, counted an act of charity and love,
to pluck the wandering traveller, from a fatal precipice, or affright him from ap-
proaching the brink of it, by difplaying all the dreadful mifchiefs, and the certain
death that will attend his fall.

On this view of things, if any perfon fhall be led by providence to look into thefe
difcourfes of mine, whofe thoughts have been entangled, and his heart drawn away
to any degrees of apoftafy, or whofe faith of Chrif and the gofpel hath been fhaken,
by the cavils of men, I would beg one favour of him, for his own fake, more than for
mine, and thatis, that he would not turn over thefe pages as a matter of mere cu-
riofity, nor let his wit loofe upon them in wanton fport, nortofs the folemn fubject
about as an airy jeft, or a matter of trifling difpute. This awful theme and con-
troverly in Great Britain, hath, in my judgment, no lefs confequences attending ic
than everlafting life or everlafting death.

¢ Non hic levia aut ludicra petuntur
Przmia, le@oris de vita animeque falute certatur.”

The indulgence of a fportful fancy, ora ludicrous fpirit in queftions fo divine.
and important, is not the character of an honeft mind which feeks the truth, nor is
it a likely way to find it. The great God, the maker and Lord of all, and the foun-
tain of all light and knowledge, is not wont to blefs fuch triflers with divine irradi-
ations. Hisawful majefty, and his tremendous juftice, many times, leavethem to
fport themfelves, in their own deceivings, till they have woven a fatal fnare for their
fgzls, and his righteous judgment may give them up to perith for ever, in their own
impious mirth and madnefs.

If any wavering chriftian has a fincere defire, to be eftablithed in the truth, and to
fave his own foul, let him fet his confcience at work in the fight of God, while he
perufes the books writtenon this fubjet. Let him examine, with an honeft heare,
whether it be not the utmoft hazard of his immortal interett to depart from the
chriftian faith, and to ¢ forfake the holy commandments, that have been delivered
to him,” in the gofpel. 2 Pet.ii. 21.  Let him fee if he can find any other folid and
fobftantial hope of the favour of God, of the pardon of his fins, and final happi-
nefs, fuch as will enable him upon juft and rational grounds, to face death with
-courage, and enter into the immediate prefence of a holy and offended God.
© . May the Spirit of Chbriff accompany this effay, to guard his own divine religion,

and make thefe difcourfes happily effectual, to eftablifh the profefling chriftian, in his
holy faith, to fecure the wavering from apoftafy, and to prevent the eternal ruin of
{ouls. Amen.
Lendon, February
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INTRODUCTION.

A\HE lifeofa chriﬁién isnota ﬁate of indolence and eafe: If we feek for i'alf

vation and eternal glory, in the way of the gofpel, we muft fhake off floth and
idlenefs: There is fome lgacred fkill and wifdom required in it, with a vigorous and
holy exercife of the beft powers of nature: Therefore St. Paul, in my text, compares
jitto thofe games or bodilyexercifes, which were practifed, at appointed feafons, by;the
Greeks, wherein they exerted their utmoft care and altivity: He ufes the fame com-
parifon in his firft epiltle to the Corinthians, chapter ix. verfes 24, 25. Where he i}xaks
of ¢ bejng temperate in all things, and of ftriving to obtain a crown :” And he alludes
to it in feveral other parts of his writings. The apoftle Fobn, or rather Cbrif# him-
felf feems to have fome reference to it, in his epiftles to the churches, where he pro-
pofes large recompences to them that overcome, and promifes a crown of life,
Rev.ii. 10.and iii. 21. A ‘ S
- Thefe games were of various kinds, fuch as running a race, wreftling, fighting,
&Pc. Now, for each of thefe kinds of conteft, there were certain laws and rules or-
dained, asin racing, they muft ftart from fuch a fpot of ground, they muft run fuch
a road or track, they muft reach fuch a goal, and approach it ina proper manner
too: In wreftling, the law of the conteft required them to be naked, thatthey mighé
not take the advantage of each other’s clothing: In fighting, they muft ufe only
that fort of weapon which was appointed for the combat, &f¢. And though ‘the
crown, which was given to the conquerors was but a poor corruptible one, as the :;qui
tle fpeaks, for it was made of the leaves of an olive, a laurel, a pine-tree, or of
parfley ; yet, fo much honour attended it, and fo ftrit were the overfeersof it, that
mone obtained this prize, though he took never fo much pains, and fhewed never fo
Vor. IL Ppp - great
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great adivity, if he did not manage himfelf, in all things, according to the rules of
the game or conteft.
So aman, who fecks the prize of heavenly hap&ingﬁ,. and aims at the crown of
d glory, muft carefully conform himfelf to the facred rules whichGod has ap=
pointed ; otherwife he may labour and ftrive in vain. I take this to be the precife
meaning of the apoftle in the text, and it gives us fair occafion to derive this
doétrine. A :
Dottrine. « Al our pains to obtain the heavenly prize will be loft, unlefs
lv;e l%:[k it in the right way and manner: We fhall not be crowned, except we ftrive
w l. i '. ». . \ Al
To tdpder this do&r\ine ufefut and pracical, I thall N

I. Endeavourto thew what is,the right way by which God has appointed us to
feek eternal falvation, or what ate the rules and laws of this facred exercife, in or-
_ der to obtain the heavenly crown.

“r . : i ' - ‘
» H. I fhall lay down fome confiderations to enforce and prove ¢his doftrine, vims
~ that heaven muft be fought only in this appointed way.

II1. Iwould anfwer feveral queries.and wbjections, which are commonly raifed
againfh, it in our day, chiefly by fuch as difbelieve the gofpel. - -

IV. I fhall offer two or three general extiortatiohs to chriftians, derived from this
difcourfe.

V. Propofe fome préfervatives againft apoftafy, or a departuse from the true way
of fglvation. - - - . T ST

SECTION I

S rulesto obtain falvation propofed, and the duties regdired in the gofpel, or
oo " the neceffary articles of chriftianity. '

PFPAHE firft enquiry is this, viz. What is the right way to obtain heaven? Whag
‘are the appointed rules whereby we muft govern our belief and practicé?
- Thegreat and general rule is the divine revelation orword of God: For when
man had loft his original ftate of innocency, and the favour of God by fin, God
knew that his feeble reafon, or the light of nature was not fufficient to inform him,
what was neceffary to recover his favour, ‘and to dire&t him in the way to happinefs;
and therefore he took the firft opportunity to acquaint his fallen creature man, that he
would not for ever abandon him and all his race, but that there was fome hope of his
gecovery; and he told him of a mediator or faviour, even the ¢ feed of the woman
that thould break the ferpent’s head,” Gen. iii. 15. that is, he fhould deftroy the works
of the devil, and repair the ruin which the temptations of Satan had broughtin: And
doubtlefs, at the fame time, the bleffed God a(gﬂ:ed the reafon and confcience of Adam
in his enquiries, what duties were to be performed on his part toward his recovering
an intereftin the love of his creator. Nor has God beenwantingever fince that time to

give
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give various difcoveries of the right ‘way of favation in feveral fuceffive dges, that
mankind might be reftored to his favour and image again. Ll
. The laft, the brighteft, and the beft of all thefe difcoveres is thit which' he "has
tmade in the gofpel, by his Son Fefws Chrift; and by the evangelifts and apoftles in the
writings of the new teftament: This book therefore contains the rules of that facred
exercile or conteft, in which we muft now be ingaged to. obtain the crown of glory.
No pretences to the light of reafon, no vain fancies of new revelations, no devices
of our own heart muft dare to oppofe, -or contradict the rules given us in this holy
book ; if we reject the gofpel there is nothing will ferve us inftead of it. = - ¢
I will not here enter into the queftion, how far they fhall be accepted of G
who never had the word of God revealed to them, nor the golpel of Chri# publifhed
among them. I referve this for the end of my difcourfe. It is fufficientto fay at
prefent, that God the judge of all the earth, will deal in righteoufnefs and- wifdom
with all mankind, and he isnot wanting in mercy to his creatures, who {ubmit them-
felves to him according to the difpeniation they live under. Where he has giveh
lefs, lefs fhall be reql\:ired: But this is certain, that he requires of all men a coafop-
mity to the rules, which he has made known to them ; and therefore wherefoever the
gofpel comes with fufficient light and evidence,. as it has done to.us in the Zritifb ifles,
he expects that we thould learn the rules of our holy race from thence, and 'confogm
our felves to them, if we would ever obtain the prize of glory.
. ‘But'to défcend to particuldrs. The appointed way, to obtain hieaven -unde# i the
gofpel, may be eom‘prized under the following heads, which I call the V. 18-
quifites in order to falvation, and I have multiplied them inso fix particulars,tha
1 might be more explicite and plain. S A
-~ 1. A knowledge and belief of the great articles of natural religion, whether th%
contain-doétrines or duties®: For though thefe, alone and in themfelves, are ‘not fu
ficient to fave finners, yet they are neceflary in‘order ‘to our falvation, and the gofpel
of Chrift teaches and confirms them all. . , Lo X
We muft believe that there is a God, the one only true and living God, almigh-
ty, all-wifeand all-good, the creator of all things; andwe muft believe thac he
governs the world which he has made, and does not fit idle in heaven, and let hiy
creation run at random; but that as a wife and holy ruler, he takes notice of the be-
haviour and conduct of all his reafonable creatures. T
. We mutft believe that there is a real difference between virtue and vice; betweeh
good and evil: And that this does not-depend, as fome have imagined, upon the
mere cuftoms and fathions of particular countries, or the will of princes, but upoh
the nature of things and thewill of God. Itis God, who has written it plainin our
own confciences, and in the.very frame of our rational fouls, that it .is our duty to
fear and love him, o pray to hinv for what bleflings we want,. and to praife him and
give him ‘thanks for what mercies wg enjoy, and to honour, worthip, and.abey him
according to the: difcoveries of his nature and his will which he has made to us. © And
as it is our duty to- know, .and honour this God, fo it is evident that atheifm “and
blafphemy, and the negled or contempt of God and things facred, are high crimes
and offences againft him.: : S U
i Ix is written alfo, in our confciences, with-fufficient evidence,. that it §s our' duty w

- love our peighbour, ‘to be honeft, -and juft, and faichful, and kind::And that chess-

ing and falfehood, injufticé and cruelty to out fellow creatures are haretul vices-and
: o A 2 3 3 A R a3
- ® By thearticles of natural religion in Yhis place, I<chicfly intend fach 28 belong to ‘mankind inlgéﬁ;—
£al, ‘without regard to his fallen and finful flate. ‘
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mever to be pradtifed. It would be endlefs and needlefs to cite texts of fcripture to
prove all this. ' ' ' ' :
+ "Weé mutt beliéve, alfo, that this great God, the righteous governor of the world,
wvill call us to an account hereafter, how we have behaved ourfelves here, and will
fit as a judge upon our palt conduct in this life. ;: The light of nature tells us;
there is fome reafon to hope, that he will reward us glorioufly, if we are faithful
and diligent, perfet and perfevering in our obedience to all his will; and it gives
us juft ground to fear, that he will punifh us feverely in a future ftate, if we are
impious and perverfe, and a& contrary to the known rules of our duty. But the
ight "of fcripture gives us much clearer and furer difcoveries of a heaven and a
hell, a ftate of reward and punithment, according as our works thall be. :
It is the voice of reafon, and it is the language of revelation, that there is a
future ftate to fet all things right, and to account for the fcenes of diforder in
this prefent life. ¢ Without the faith of things unfeen it is impoffible to pleafe
.God ; for he that comes to God muft believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of thofe that diligently feek him,” Heb. xi. 6. Nor was there ever any revelation
-of grace, that God made to fallen man for his falvation, but it pre-fuppofed or
included this article of a future ftate, and all the other doérines of natural re-
ligion in. it. :

: Ik Another thing neceffary to our attainment of the heavenly happinefs is a due
fenfe of our guilt and mifery by reafon of fin, and a humble confeffion of it before
-God : Some conviction of fin may be derived from our own experience, if we do
but converfe with ourfelves, and take a furvey of our own hearts and lives, and
<ompare them with the law of God written in our confciences. Where 'is the
man, who has perfectly obeyed all the dictates of his own reafon, and never contra-
idicted this inward . rule of duty ? Surely if we know any thing of ourfelves, we
muft confefs we are finners; we have offended God our creator,- and broken his
Jaws: ¢« We have all finned and fallen fhort of the glory of God,” we have loft all
Juft bope of the reward : ¢ Every mouth muft be ftopped, and all the world become -
guilty before God,” Rom. iii. 19. There is none innocent, no notone. Our owr
«<onfcience accufes and condemns us, and fubje&s usto the juft judgment of God.
And not only muft we be fenfible of our being expofed to divine anger, by rea-
fon of fins altually committed, but we muft alfo be acquainted with the corrup-
tion of our natures, the body of fin which dwells within us, and be abafed before
.God becaufe of thofe inward finful inclinations, and vain affe&ions, which are
-ever bufy and ever ftarting up to defile our confciences, and pollute our lives.
« The gofpel of Chrif makes a fenfe of fin neceffary to falvation. ¢ They, who
.are whole, have no need of the phyfician; but only thofec who are. fick: I came
.not, fays our Lord Fefus, to call the righteous, but finners to repentance;” Mat. ix;
32, 13. This is the language of the old teftament as well as the-new : < He
that covereth his fins fhall not profper, but whofo confeffeth and forfaketh them
fhall bave mercy,” Prov. xxviii. 13. * If we confefs our fins, God is faithful and
Juft o forgive us our fins : But if we fay we have no fin, we make God a liar,
«and' the truth is not in us,” 1 Jobs i. 8—1r0. - Now it can never be fuppofed, that
thofe wretches are in the right way to falvation, -who, either through ftupid igno+
‘sance, or a great degree of pride and felf-flattery, fancy themfelves innocent : Thefe
‘proud vain creatures muft be far from the path of falvation and deliverance, who
are not convinced of their fin and danger.  They are not in the way to obtaiul'ref-
: 1€1,
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‘lief, "who "feel not theéir diftrefs and mifery. * Such a haughty fpirit of vain conceit
makes God a liar, by contradicting the teftimony that he gives in his word, con-

_cerning all the children of men.

- III. Sincere repentance is another neceffary duty required in the gofpel, in order
to a finner’s falvation. Now this repentance implieg a hearty forrow for all our paft
offences, and a fincere return from fin to the love and obedience of God. R

The very light of nature and reafon, which teaches an innocent creature to-
obey -his maker, does as plainly tell a finful creature, that he muft repent of his
difobedience, that he muft be heartily grieved for having broken the laws of his
God, and that he mutft love and obey him for time to come, if ever he expe the
leaft favour from him. : ' » '

The feripture enforces this facred duty of repentance continually upon the con-
fciences of men, and the gofpel of Chrif being fent to the nations, ¢ commands all
men every where to repent,” Afs xvii. 30. It is the very word of Chbriff, < except
ye repent ye muft all perith, Luke xiii. 3, 5. Notonly muft we forfake fin, and
avoid it in our ations, but we muft hate it in our hearts, and fulfil all our duties
from a principle of divine love wrought in us. Our wills are llznature averfe to
God and goodnefs, and turned toward fin and folly; ¢« We muft therefore repent
-and be converted, that our fins may be blotted out,” A&s iii. 19. . ,

. Our whole natures are vitiated and fpeiled by fin, and we muft be regenerated
or born again, and made new creatures, that is, a univerfal change muft pafs upon
all the powers of our natures, by the influence of the holy Spirit, or we can never be fit
for the enjoyment of God. It is only ¢ the pure in heart that thall fee God,” Matth.
v. 8. <« Except a man be born again, be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot fee
the kingdom of God, nor enter into it,” Febmiii. 3, 5. That is, except his nature,
‘which was finful, be renewed unto holinefs, fo that he begin ta live a new life, as
a new born child, he cannot be admitted into the kingdom of divine grace:

Except he be cleanfed from the power of fin, by the influence of the Spirit of God,
as the body is cleanfed from outward defilements by water, which is typified and
reprefented in baptifm, he cannot be faved ; ¢ for nothing that defileth fhall en-
ter into the kingdom of heaven :”" Rev. xxi. 27. ¢ and he that hath not the fpirit of
Chrift to fanétify him, to enable him to -mostify fin, and create him a-new unto
good works, fuch a one,- is none of his”, Rom. viii. .g. thatis, he does not belong -
10’ Cbrift, nor hath any intereft.in him as a faviour, ' .

- IV. Another neceffary rule we muft obferve, is this, viz. To draw near to God,
and to feek his favour by a mediator, This feems to be defigned in the words of
‘St. Paal,- which I have £hofen for . the foundation of this dif;ourfe. He that will
“be crowned mutft ftrive lawfully, and,iin,the following verfes, he bids Timotby cohfider
what he teaches him, and remerhber that, Fefus - Chriff of the feed of David was
raifed from the dead -according to his gofpel; that is, remember that Fefus Chrift
approved himfelf ta be the Mafish, the anointed faviour, by his rifing from the
dead. This is the only lawful way of ftriving for the heavenly crown, that is, by
!?oﬁn.'nhchledm;:h"z o ailod IR L 1T C e Lo

.. This do&rine of the mency of God to,guilty creatures by a’ mediator, was the
plain defigh ‘of :the &irft promifeimade to dam aftcr. his fall, - < the feed of the wo:
‘man fhall bruife the ferpent’s head,” as it is written, Gen. iii. 15. 'Thofe very words
led him to a mediator, that is, to one born of a woman, that fhould relieve nla‘an(-1
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kind< tinder the mifchief Satas had brought: upom them: - This bl :mediseer
and our faviouf has been always kept in view, througls ail the fuccebding revelstions
which God has made to the children of men. The Myfish, the anointed of God,
who was to be the light of the gentiles, and the glory of Ifrael, and the faviour of
~ ‘men, even to the ends of the earth, was conﬂnujl y expeéted by the ancient faiits.
* And in thefe latter days we #re now bound not only to truft in God, . manifefting
-his mercy through fome mediator, but to believe that Fefus of Nazareth is he, that
the great appointed ‘¢ meédiator between. Godand ‘man; is the man Chriff - Fefus”,
%t Zim.ii. 5. for Chrif himfelf has faid it, * If ye believe not that'l am he, e
Yhall diein your fins,” Fobn viii. 24. It is fufficiently manifefted in the "gofpel,
that there is no other hope orrefuge: ¢ There is falvationin no other; nor is there
any other name given under heaven, whereby we can be faved, befida. the name of
Fz;fsz:," Afs iv. 12. - Our Lord affiires us, ¢ that he is the way, that no man comes
o the Father but by him,” Jb#-xiv. 6. “ And when he bid . his difciples preach
the gofpel to every creature; he bid them .not only tell the world, that he .tha
lieveth fhall be faved, but that he who believeth not fhall be damned, Mark
xvi. 16. ' ' : ’ .- B
Here let it be noted alfo, that we are not called to truft in Cbr4# only as a me.
diator, to-interceed or plead: for us, though. this is part of “his. appeinted . work,
Heb. vii. 2 %,but we ‘muft reccive him'alfo as one who has made propititation or
atonement. for fin. "This'iscalled in Rom. v. 11. receiving the atonement.

& For he becomes our propitiation through faith in his bloud,” Rom. iii. 25 °

<« And.if we fin wilfully by a public and obftinate rejection of him, under his
chara&er of a facrifice of atonement, I fear' we fhall find that there remains no
-rore facrifice for fin, ‘but a certain fearful espetation of: God's fiery indignation
o devour us,” Heb. x. 26, 27. - This text feems to:'me to.carry ‘2 folémn terror
§n it, againft thofe who pretend to be chriftians; and yet dareto deny that. Chrif
made a proper atonement for fin by his death, fince this do@rine of atonement
for our fins by the bloud of Cbrift, is fo often and fo exprefsly afferted 'in the word
of God *. D ‘ ' '

You fee then, that truft in a-mediater, and in the mercy of God manifefted
through him, is ‘2 neccflary pait-of our religion. This is-thar faith in Cbrj

‘which. is' foretold fo ‘plainly in the old teftament, that in him fhould the gentiles
aruft. This is reprefented fo often in the new teftament; ds the great requifite of falva-
gion, viz. the belief of Fefus Chrift thé Sén of God, to be the only mediator be-
tween God and man, . and a trufting in the mercy of God in and through this medi-
ator, a committing the foul into his hands, as a Lord and faviour from fin and from
hell: And it is called faith irt his bloud; to fhew. that we muft eruft in him partice-
larly, as a mediator of atorement. “This: is sthac faith -of Chrift that, St Pa
preached wherefoever he preaclied the duty’of répentance, as a nceflary attendant of
At,'in orderto a ‘finner’s acceptance with God: A6 xx. 20, 21. “ Publidy,
and from houfe to houfe he taught the Epbefians, and he teftified both to the Fews
and Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Yelus Chrif”.

: L T O N ST R TV R S A Ceee ks Voo .
..+.V. A conftant fincere purfuit of univerfal holinefs, and perfeverance:therein till
thie hour ‘of -oyr death. “Fhis-is aHo vecéffary In order to'our :urrivel ac' hea-
wen.” We are ‘entéred intba riice, when wic: arenfirft converted,and fet oor faces
Lo oo bnis T e el s e L towand
" ® Idomot tarry here to onthe proof of the atonement of Chriff for fin, baving fufficiently
p;ostd_i';oi; my fermons upon Ream. iii. 35. See volume the firlt, fermons xxxiv. xxxv. xxxvi. pages
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wokenrd | htaven s wte mwift not- san backward, lelt we, lofe the prize.  We muft
keep ¢he pash of duty- with' fincetity and diligence, and, in this mansier, we yull

_ run through the whale ftage of life, till we reach the goal of death, if we would

ébcain: the glorious crown of righteoufnels. .
. Je 33 true,. the gofpel daes pot fuppoke or exped, that we fhould be innocent of
perfect in: abedience s and therefore s gracious God has made provifion far the res
pentance of chriftians, - aad sheir retura to his mercy after their renewed falls and
fins, -otherwife no fefh could be faved : But it is our duty to ftir up our felves to
arife and return o God with fincere forrow, -and then with greater watchfulnefs
to fet upon our duty, and make it appear through the courfe of life, that in our
heart we hate fin anid love holinefs. o ‘
It is not the coftly or toilfome performance of ceremonies, nor any long flavith
labours in owtward forms of godlinefs, nor any painful mertifications of the natu-
ral body, and fevere penances of fafting and fcourging, that will be accepted of
God inftead of inward piety; nor yet is that piety to be all inward and confined
merely .to .the heart : but it muft appear in the life too. < The grace of God
that bri falvation, teaches us to m‘:y ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, and to

- hive y,:righteoufly, and gedly in this prefent. world, .and by our good

wocks to adorh the doflrine of God our faviour in‘all things,”  Tits ii. s0—12,
Whatfoever particular neglects the great God may excufe, he will never difpenfe
with 2 general inegleét of holinefs : For it is. faid exprefsly, Heb, xii. 14. < withs
out holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord.” . He is a holy God, and as compaflionate
and condefcending as he is, he doth not lay afide one ray of his own "holinefs, in
erder to difplay his grace, nor will he difhonour that glorious perfe&tion of his
divinity to favea world of finners. The gofpel and the grace of God that faves
us, .can :fave us only in.a way becoming the holinefs of his nature. No unholy
thing fhall enter snto heaven. o - ’ '
We, who are engaged in this chriftian exercife, have much of ftrife and confli®
to pafs through: It is not only a race, but a combat alfo, and it implies wreftling
and fighting : We muft take up arms againft the fins of our natures, and the cor-.
ruptions of our hearts, as well as againft Sataw, and the. temptations of this world.
Then furely thofe that know not their fpiritual dangers, who are not made fenfible
of the fins thdt dwell within them, have na; reafon to imagine or expeét they fhall
be comquerors: They are not yet engaged in the fpiritual ‘warfare, nor. apprized
of their fpiritual enemies: They are not in the way to obtain the prize. * If
we live according to the -inclinations of our fleth we fhall die,” < but if we
through the fpirit mortify the deeds of the body, we fhall live.” Rom. viii. 13,
¢« They that are CbriF’s muft crucify the - flefh, with it’s affetions and lufts,”
Ga. v. 24. And itis not only flefh and bloud muft be oppofed, but principa-
lities and powers of darkneflsy and .all the hofts of hell, as well as an army of
temnptations of this wicked world, Epb. vi. 12. and if we lay down our weapons
and give over fighting, wegive up all pretences to victory, and lofe the crown. «

« VI..A bhumble hope in .the divine promifes of joy and happinefs in the
world to. come, is’ the 'laft thing I ﬂmﬁ?;mmion. This is - fo neceflary a grace;
shat it is faid, < we are faved.by hope,”. Ram. viii. 24. And it is often put for faith
itfelf, in the language of ancient .prophecy, and in the writings of the apoftless
¢ Cbrift himfelf is called our hope,” 1 Tim. i. 1. Unbelief of the promifes, and
defpair of heaven cut off all the finews of attion, and will effectually preven; us
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from fecking and firiving to obtain the prize : ‘We muft live therefore in’ humble
expectation of future glory, * lookinlg for the blefled hoPe and the’ glorious ap-

pearance of the great éod, and our faviour Fefus Cbriff.”> Titus ii. 13.

And the apoftie’s argument in 1 Cor. xv. 12—16. feems to make the belief and

hope even of the refurrection of the body, & neceffary part of our chriftianity
+ For, ¢ .if theré be no refurreétion of the dead, then is not Cbrif rifen ; and
if .Cbrift - be no rrifen, then our preaching is vain, “and your -faith is  alfo vain, ye
are-yet in your fins.” For my part I muflt 6wn, that where this gofpel comes in
fuch full light and evidence, as we enjoy it, I hardly know what to make of their
chriftianity, who deny the doctrine of the refurreétion. ' - :
Thefe are the fubftantial parts of our religion, and the chief rules of the chri-
- ftian race, or conteft in which we are engaged in order to obtain the crown. And
cconcerning thefe, I have endeavoured to make it appear from reafon, or exprefs
teftimony of" fcripture, -that God, the great and blefled God, will not" difpenfe
with any of them in thofe perfons who expet favour and falvation at his hands.
- There  are indeed many circumftantials that belong to our religion, which are by
no means of -equal importance with thofe fubftantial parts of chriftianity before
mentiohed. ',‘In!many. of thefe circumftances of our duty, it has not pleafed the
Spirit of God, to write the rules of them in fo plain and exprefs :language ; and
therefore there may be. very different fentiments and practices in thefe points, with-
out -endangering our falvation, without. breaking the bonds .of our chriftian love
and unity. It is of infinitely more importance, that we believe that there is but
one God, that he muft be worfhipped and ferved by his creatures, that there is an
effential difference between virtue and vice, that there is a future ftate of rewards
and punifhments, that we are guilty creatures,. and can obtain favour of God no
other way but' by a.mediator, that.we muft repent of our fins and have our hearts
changed and renewed unto holinefs, and live in the fincere praétice of every known
duty, and in humble expectation of future bleflednefs ; I fay, thefe things are of
infinitely greater moment, than whether we muft be baptized in infancy or riper
-years; whether that ceremony muft be performed by dipping or fprinkling ; whe-
ther the ordinance of the Lord’s fupper muft be received in the pofture of guefts
fitting at the table, in the pofture of children ftanding round their father’s board,
to receive his diftributions of bread and wine, or in the pofture of humble fuppli-
cants kneeling and adoring; whether. our minifters muft be ordained, and our
churches governed by bifhops or prefbyters, or how far the concurrent aés of the
whole church bave an influence into thefe folemnities ; whether our prayers muft
be immediately conceived in our hearts, and invented as they are uttered in mew
cTrcﬂ‘xons eontinually,. or whether:we may ufe forms written down before-hind :
‘Thefe things, .and many others of the like nature, becaufe they are not of fuch ne-
eeflity, therefore are not fo cvidently determined in the word of Geod.- :
. But as fer the fix general rules ‘before mentioned, I do not fee how we can
expect. that God. fhould difpenfe with any of them, fince he has appointed his
written word to be the rule of his final judgment, and he feems to have required
them in’ his ‘wotd in 4o peremptory a manner. He that ftrives and takes pains to
ebtain heaven, with a: negle®t of thefe rules, I think we may boldly fay, he docs
not ﬂ:ri;c Jawfully, and he has. no fufficitet ground . to hope . that he fhall be
erawped. . - 0o T L oL
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SECTION. IIL

Confiderations to prove the dotirine.

proceed now to the fecond thing which I propofed, and that is to lay down feveral

confiderations, which may ferve to evince and prove the truth of the dotrine, and
makeit ftill more evident, that fuch as neglect the ryles of God’s appointment fhall
not obtain falvation. -

Confideration I. ¢ God alone has a right to appoint the way to his own favour,
and he is jealous to fecure this prerogative.” God has the firft and moft unqueftion-
able property in us as his creatures, and fovereign dominion over us as fubjeéts.
He has aright, and he only, to ordain in what manner we fhould honour him, and
feek his favour. If we were innocent creatures, it is he muft dire&t us to any fpe-
cial inftances of our duty in that ftate of innocence, and tell us how we may keep
our felves in his love: Or fince we are guilty and rebellious, he only can appoint the
facred methods to obtain his own favour again, and gain an intereft in his
compaflion. ‘ : , -

¢« The Lord our God s a jealous God,” and will not fuffer himfelf to' be difobeyed
or mocked in things that fo nearly concern his own fovereignty. This is evident in
the fecond commandment, where he appoints the method of his own worthip: And
though we may think paintings, or images to reprefent his glory, and his power,
are very agreeable and proper to affift our fenfible natures, yet he forbids every
thing of this kind as mediums of divine worfhip, and he folemnizes the prohibition
with an awful difcovery of his own jealoufy: He declares that he will avenge him-
felf of thofe that dare to worfhip him in unappointed or forbidden ways, even to the
third and fourth generations. It is worthy of our notice, that when he charges the
Fews of old, with fome of their idolatrous abominations, he mentions this as the
reafon of his anger, that they practifed things ¢¢ which he commanded not, neither
came they into his heart,” Ferem. vii. 31. _

When God defigned his own worthip to be attended with a variety of pomp and
ceremony, he prefcribed every part of it to Mofes with great exaltnefs: And when
he hadgiven an account how the tabernacle, and table, and the candlefticks, and
the altars fhould be made, he gives him a charge that he fhould precifely follow the
divine directions, Exod. xxv. 9, 40. * Look that thou make them after their pat-
tern, which was thewed theein the mount.” - Now if the great God requires fuch
accuracy, and fuch exact conformity to his rules in matters merely external, typical,
and ceremonial, how much more may we fuppofe that he will be ftrict and fevere in
demanding a conformity to his own appointed methods of falvation in things of
more folemn, more fpiritual, and everlafting concernment ?

Suppofe a traitor guilty of death, fhould have orders from the king his fovereign
to enter into his prefence, dreft in the borrowed ornaments of the prince his fon, and
to be introduced by his hand in order to obtain- pardon; now if this condemned
criminal fhould réky)lve rather to come and appear before the King in fome bright or-
namentof his own preparing, and without the mediation of the prince; would he
not deferve to be frowned away from the throne, and fent directly to execution?
Would not this be a new indignity offered to the king himfelf, and a frefh inftance
- You, 1L : ' T Qqq ' of
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 of rebellion and difobediencé? So when we confider our felves as rebels and traitors
againft the majefty of heaven, if wewill refufe the methods of God’s own appoint-
ment in order to obtain his favour,” and will walk in the devices of our own hearts,
this will be juftly conftrued a continuance in our rebellion, and we muft expect the
fentence of death to be executed upon us. -Jfz. 1. 11. ¢ Behold all ye that kindle a
fire, that compafs yourfelves about with fparks, walk in the light of your fire, and
in the fparks that ye have kindled; this fhall ye have of my hand, ye fhall lie
down in forrow.” ‘ R

Confideration II. ¢« All the ways of recovering the favour of God, that proud
vain man would contrive for himfelf, are evidently fruitlefs and ineffe€tual, and if we
confider them diftinétly, each of them will appear to be infufficient.”

Shall we come to God in the way of innocency; and pretend that we have done
no harm? But we have before proved that * all men are guilty. There is none
righteous, no notone.” Rom. iii. 15. =~ -

- Shall we come in the way of <« hope and reliance upon the general and abfolute
mercy of God,” trufting that God will forgive our fins becaufe he is infinitely good
andkind? But the light of nature can give us no manner of affurance, thathe will
exprefs his kindnefs and goodnefs in. forgiving finful men. ‘This is a free act of his
will, and there is nothing in his nature, or in our circumftances that obliges him to
it. . Norin his gofpel hath he given any promife of fuch mercy to be exercifed, but
through Fefus his Son: ¢ The grace ot God that appears to men is only throu
Fefus Chrift,” Tit. iii. 4. < He juftifies us freely by his grace, but it is through ™
redemption that is in Fefius Chri,” Rom. iii. 24.

Shall we approach to God in the way of humble addrefs to him, and beg him to
accept of our ¢ repentances and mortifications®* But thefe can never atone for our
paft offences. 'What are the tears, or forrows, or little penances of a creature to
‘make fatisfaétion for the affronts offered to God ?

Shall we come to God and hope for acceptance by “ our beft duties of righteouf-

~nefs ?” But they are all imperfect, and the law of God in it’s perfect purity would
condemn both us andthem : Befides, if they were never fo perfe@ they could not
make recompence for tranfgreffions paft. -~ - .

Shall we feek  to'faints in heaven, or'angels, or any higher rank of creatures
to become niediators, advocates, and interceffors for us?” Alas!" We have noac-
quaintance with them, nor do we know that any of -our petitions can come to their
knowledge: Befides, this office is fo fublime and glorious, that it feems too affum-
ing for them to undertake, unlefs the offended majefty of heaven had appomtod
themtoit: They are all utterly precluded by their want of fufficient merit, as W ellas
by the ‘defignation of his Son Fefus Chrift alone to that glorious office.

In vain fhall finful guilty man hope to come near to a holy and offended .C"’tﬂ’
but by the death and righteoufnefs of his own Son. 'Ever fince the firlt Adam 1aidt 3
foundation of our ruin, and divided us from God our maker, by his fin, maf_’k“;‘
has been ftill wandering farther from God, and rebellin inft him; and it 13"
fecond Adam alone that can reftore us to his favour again %ya%;s righteoufnefs. 120(’&':'
v. 19. % As by one man’s difobedience many were made finners, fo by the obx
ence of one man fhall many be made righteous.” His

But to proceed in thewing the infufficiency of finful man to return to God PY i
own power or merit. All that we have infifted on here is but one part of o3 ¥

fery: We muft look upon our felves not only guilty of many paft offences ﬂ}xg‘hct
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fight of God, but as having our natures ruined; and the powers of them infeebled
and broken by fin. We are dark, ignorant, and averfe to God and all that is holy,
We cannot learn divine things, favingly, without the teachings of the holy Spirit: We

~ cannot change our own finful natures to holinefs without his fpecial influences: We

cannot mortify all the rifing corruptions, and reigning iniquities of our hearts, and
transform our own fouls into the likenefs of God: By nature we are enemies to God
and.- goodnefs; out own reafonings, our moral mofives, our rules of philofophy,
and all our felf-invented -methods of auftere penance and mortification, will not
wean our hearts from the love of fin and vanity, and work that fupreme love to God
in our fouls, and that delight in him above all things, which is neceffary in order to
true happinéfs. < Itisa new creation, it isa refurrettion from the dead, itisa being
born again;”’ -and what mere creature is fufficient for thefe almighty works ? :

As it is nothing: but the gofpel that fhews us the atonement of Chriff,. which i§
equal to the guilt of our offences; and how by that atonement we are to be recon-
ciled to God, fo it is nothing but the gofpel that reveals to usthe condefcending
grace of God, and the powerful influences of his own Spirit; whereby we may have
our natures renewed and fitted for the prefence and enjoymeént of God *.

Confideration III. ¢ Since the gofpel of Chrift is eftablithed as the way of our ac-
cefs unto God, there is'an awful and terrible curfe pronounced againft thofe, who
bring in any other pretended gofpel or way of falvation,” < If any man preack
any other gofpel to you than that ye have received; let him be accurfed:” Gal. i. g.
And this curfe is not only pronounced againft men, but againft angels themfelves,
if we could- fuppofe any ot them fhould attempt fuch an affront to the government
of God. verle8. <« ‘Though we, or an angel from heaven preach any other: gof-
pel to you, than that which we have preached, let him be accurfed.” Behold here
St. Paul, alittle and defpicable figure of a man, but under the influence of the di-
vine Spirit, pronouncing a curfe upon himfelf, an apoftle, and uponthe higheft angel
in heaven, if he fhould preach another gofpel. The fovereignty of God, in'the
appointment of the means of our falvation, will maintain it’s own unrivalled cha-
ralter and dignity in a fublime degree, and he declares his holy jealoufy of the leaft
intrenchment upon it. 'Wo be to the man that attempts to lay any other fourdation
for a finner’s hope ;- he exémfcs himfelf to fuch acurfe as would fink an apoftle, or
an angel down to hell and eternal mifery. ' ’

Confideration IV. ¢ The great God has already made feveral perfons become
terrible inftancesof his indignation, whenthey have preténded to attempt to pleafé, or
ferve him in other methods, than he himfelf has appointed.” Read the ftory of Na-
dab and Abibu, the fonsof Aaron, in Levit. x. 1, 2. whenthey ¢ took their cenfers
and burned incenfe in them, and offered ftrange: fire before the Lord, which he'com-
manded them not; there went out fire from the Lord and devoured them, and they
died before the Lord.” It is fuppofed by learried men, that when the divine fire
came from heaven and confumed the burnt-offering, Levit.ix. 24: this fire was not
only to be preferved, always, upon the altar, according toGod’s exprefs order, Levit.
vi. 12, 13. ¢ The fire fhall ever be burning, and never go out:” But that no other
fire was lawful to be ufed in burning the facrifices, or the incenfe: And'when Nadsb
and Abibu neglected to ufe this facred fire, and put common firein their cenfers in

® See thefe things proved more at large in the two firft difcoarfes of my fir@ volume of fermons ; volumé
the firlt, page 1—19. ‘
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the room of it, this was the very crime which God fo terribly avenged. ¢ This
is-that, faid Mofes, which the Lord fpake, I will be fanctified in them that come
nighme, and before all the people will I be glorified.” verfe 3.

Behold a fecond inftance of the dreadful anger and high refentment of God upon a
like occafion, when Korab, Dathan and Abiram, with two hundred and ffty princes
of the aflembly, rofe up againft Mofes. They prefumed to enter into the office of prieft-
hood, and to offer incenle in their cenfers, to which miniftry God appointed none
but Asron and his fons. Read the awful narrative, Numb. xvi. 1, 31— 335.
¢ When Mofes gave them a folemn reproof, and pronounced the doom of Korab
. and his company, the ground clave afunder that was under them, and the earth
opened her mouth and fwallowed them up and their houfes with all their goods: They
and all that appertained unto them, went down alive into the pit; and the earth
clofed upon them, and they perithed from among the congregation: And all Jfrael
that were round about them, fled at the cry of them, for they faid, left the earth
fwallow us up alfo: And there came out fire from the Lord, and confumed the two
hundred and fifty men that offered incenfe.” This unexampled and aftonifhing ven-
geance makes it appear with dreadful evidence, that their crime was very hainous
in the eyes of a jealous God.

Take a third example of the jealoufy of God. Sau/ was the firft king whom he
appointed over Ifrael, yet when he prefumed to offer a burnt-offering himfelf before
the appointed hour, and did not tarry for Samuel to do it, God lays thisto his charge
as one reafon of his taking away the kingdom from him, wiz. ¢ becaufe he did not
keep the commandment or appointment of the Lord,” 1 Sam. xiii. 12—14. And
yet he feems to have had a very good excufe too, and did it almoft unwillingly :
« I forced my felf, &Fc.” :

In the fourth place, mark whata monument of indignation and mifery appears in -
Uzziab, the king of Fudab, 2 Chrom. xxvi. 16—21. ¢ He went into the temple
of the Lord, to burn incenfe upon the altar of incenfe.” The king refufeth to de-
fitt from his impious attempt, when the priefts informed him of his tranfgreffion :
¢« It belongs not to thee, Uzziab, to burn incenfe unto the Lord, but to the priefts
the fons of Aaron, who are confecrated to burn incenfe ; and immediately he was
fmitten with a foul difeafe, the leprofy rofe up in his forehead, and he was thruft
out from the temple, yea himfelf hafted to go out, becaufe the Lord had fmitten
him : And Uzziab theking, was a leper unto the day of his death, "and was cut off
from the houfe of the Lorg.” Thus we fee that God will fpare neither priefts, nor
princes, nor indulge kings to make an infoad upon his appointed forms of worfhip,
or to alter any part of the ceremonies which he has ordained. The Lord of holgs
is a great king and a jealous God.

There is yet a fifth inftance, that, in fome refpe&, feems to carry a more tremen-
dous evidence of the jealoufy of the great God in this matter, and that is written,
2 Sam: vi. 7. ‘“ When the ark of the Lord was brought up from the houfe of ;-
wadabin a cart, Uzzab put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it,
for the oxen fhook it.” Doubtlefs Uzzab did this out of a pious zeal to preferve the
ark of God, and the things that were in it from being fhattered: But the law of God
by Mofes, had ordained the priefts only to bear the ark : verfe 8. ¢ And the anger
of the Lord waskindled againft Uzz4b, and God fmote him there for his error, and he
died by the ark of God.” Here does not feem to be any ambition or infolence in
the heart, prefuming to attempt forbidden work: But even where piety and zeal
itfelf were exprefled in a forbidden manner, the great God is fo jealous of the honomt:

o
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.of his appointments, that he ftruck the man dead for his miftaken zeal : The
Lord our God, fays David, made a breach upon us, for that we fought him not after
the due order, that is, by imploying alone the levites and pricfts in removing
the ark, 1 Chron. xv. 13. And this is left upon record as a warning piece to
affright us for ever from pretending to honour God, and to exprefs our devotion for
him in any other methods than thofe, which he himfelf has ordained, and confe-
crated. . :

Confideration V. ¢ The huge contempt that God himfelf has thrown upon
the ways and rules of his own appointment when their date is expired, gives us a
plain intimation that will accept of no methods of worfhip, but fuch as he ap-
points.” How magnificent and illuftrious, beyond all our prefent thoughts and
expreflions, was the worfhip of God in the tabernacle, and efpecially in the
temple, when thofe buildings were firft fet up, the one by Mofes the prophet,
and the other by Solomon the king ? All the pomp and glory of the heathen
temples and their golden idols, all the fplendor of the veftments of the priefts,
and furniture of cathedrals and altars in the church of Rome, though the riches
of the world feem to be amafled and laid out there, yet it falls incomparably
fhort of the glory and grandeur of the jewifh worthip in the days of Mpofes and
Solomon : But when the term of thefe ceremonies was once expired, and their great
defign accomplifhed in the death, the refurrettion and interceffion of Cbriff, what
names of contempt does the Spirit of God caft upon them? ¢ They are elements
of the world,” Gal. iv. 3. ¢ Yokes of bondage,” chapter v. 1. ¢ Weak and beggarly
elements,” chapter iv. 9. * The rudiments of this world,” Col. ii. 20. ¢ Mere -
fhadows of good things to come,” Heb. x. 1: ¢ Carnal ordinances and a worldly -
fan¢tuary,” Heb. ix. 1, 10. And even when the apoftle is fpeaking of the glory
of that difpeniation, he calls it the miniftration of death, 2 Cor. iii. 7. efpecially -
when the gofpel came in which is the miniftration of life. And when he fpeaks -

It is evident to the world, and muft be univerfally acknowledged, that the great
of circumcifion, which was the pride and boaft of the jewifb nation, and was once
the diftinguithing mark of God’s fpecial favourites, he not only pronounces it un-
profitable, but threatens the Galatians that Chrif# fhall profit them nothing, if they
run back to circumcifion, and the rites of judaifm, Gal. v. 2.

Now if the great and holy God lays fuch a load of contempt on modes of wor-
fhip, which his own divine wifdom once contrived, and his own authority eftablifhed;
if he himfelf throws upon them fuch reproachful and forbidding language, when
the appointed term of them is expired, can we imagine this holy God will éndure
forms of worfhip of the fanciful invention of men, or that he will indulge foolith
and finful creatures, where his own appointments are revealed, to feek his favour
by addrefling him in methods. which he has not appointed ? This muft be a vain
attempt, a fruitlefs labour, and a foolifh hope.

Confideration VI. < There are feveral exprefs fcriptures that declare Chriff and
his gofpel, to be the only way of our acceptance with God ; and, therefore, it is in
vain for us to hope to attain the crown of glory, if we ftrive not for it lawfully,
or in thefe methods of his divine appointment”. Several of .thefe fcriptures I.
have already cited under the firft general head, where I enumerated the moft
fundamental doctrines and duties of the gofpel, and proved that, without the:
~ practice of them, there was no hope. ¢ No .man cometh to-- the Father but by;
- me,” Jobn xiv. 6. ¢ Other foundation can no man lay than what Gl?d

as



486 A caveat againft infidelity. Se¢t. 111,
has laid, thatis, Chriff Fefus”, 1 Cor.iii.11. Though the unbelieving Yews had a
zeal for God, and Paw/ himfelf bore this witnefs for them, yet they did not attain
juftifying righteoufnefs, but fell fhort of it becaufe they did not feck it by faith in
the Son of God, but by obedience to the works of the law of Mpfes.”” Rom. ix. 31.
¢« And when our blefled redeemer fhall come in flaming fire, he fhall not only
pourout his vengeance on them that know not God, but oh thofe alfo who obey not
the gofpel.”’1 Thef. i. 10. It was the commiffion which our rifen Lord gave to the
apoltles, when they were fent to preach the gofpel, to let the nations know, that
¢ he that believeth not fhall be damned”, AMark xvi. 16. And at the clofe of the
bible ¢ the unbelievers are joined with the murderers, and whoremongers, and
farcerers, and idolaters, and liars, and are caft into the lake, which burneth with fire
and brimftone, by an exprefs order from the God of heaven fitting upon his throne
of - judgment,” Rev. xxi. 8.

The lat of thefe confiderations is fufficient of itfelf to evince this truth, that a
finful creature can never attain the favour of God and happinefs, unlefs he purfue
them in thofe ways, and according to thofe rules, which God has eftablifhed in
his gofpel : But when we add all thefe fix confiderations together, methinks they
fhould make a deep and powerful impreffion upon our confciences, and awaken us
all to enquire whether we are engaged in the purfuit of heaven, according to the
methods of divine appointment, and whether we are ftriving lawfully for the crown
of glory. Itwill be a dreadful difappointment to labour hard by unlawful and un-
appointed methods, and at laft to lofe our hope and our crown, and our fouls for
ever. , :

S ECTTI ON IL
Varsous -objeltions and queries of the deifis anfwered.

T has been declared in the foregoing fe@ions, what are the methods and rules

of divine appointment, wherein we are to feek for eternal life and happinefs :
And feveral confiderations have been offered to enforce this truth, that it is in vain
for us to hope for the favour of God orlife eternal, if we refufe to feek it by thefe
appointed ways and rules. I come now to anfwer fome queries which the deifts and
infidels of our age have raifed by way of objection againft this dotrine : And I
hope, through divine grace, I fhall be enabled to give fo fufficient an anfwer to them,
4s may confirm the wavering chriftian againft the danger of apoftafy, and I would
wifh alfo that it might convince fome of the unbelievers in Great Britain of their
weak and hopelefs pretences to future happinefs.

o Questron L

S it not impofiible, that a man fhould honeftly praétife a religion which he does
not know, or which he does not believe ? If therefore a man be not convinced
of the truth. of the chriftian religion, it may be juftly faid, that he does not know:
it, that is, he doth not- know reafons enough to believe it : And will not this ig-
norance be a fufficient excufe for him in the fight of God the judge of all? '
Anfwer L. It is granted that ignorance is no crime at all, where it hath been-
always utterly invincible in the very nature of things, and where there have never
been “any ‘means of knowledge : Therefore an heathen among the favage nationsfr
. - . . . . . . . ox
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of Africa, where the gofpel was never preached, cr the name of Jefus névet known,
fhall not be candemned for not believing in Fefus. S

It is granted alfo, that where the means of knowledge are exceeding weak and
defeétive, and the glimmerings of divine light very feeble, as among the Laps
lavders and the northen Ruffians, doubtlefs ignorance doth very much extenuate the
guilt of their fuperftitions, and their ridiculous methods of divine worfhip. :

But in the land of Great Britain, and efpecially in the towns and cities of it,
where thefe men of infidelity generally dwell ; in Great Britain, where the light
of the gofpel fhines with glorious evidence, where chriftianity has been brought often
to the teft, and has maintained it’s groundin the midft of all the intelleCtual conflicts
of a reafoning age ; in Great Britain, where the proofs of our holy religion have been
fet forth in fo convincing a light, furely the pretences of ignorance muft be cut off
here, efpecially among all perfons who have had a tolerable education : And thereis
Juft reafon to fear, that this ignorance has too much of pride or negligence, or ob--
flinacy in it, and will be imputed by the great judge, to the evil turns and biafles
of the will and affe€tions, more than to the weaknefs of the underftanding: Nor
indeed will our modern infidels bear to have it placed on this foot, from the high
elteem generally have of their own reafon.

. The {cribes and pharifees in the days of our favicur, might make the fame pre- -
sences, that they did not know the gofpel of Chbrif, that is, they did not fee or
know reafons enough to believe that ggmﬂ was the great prophet, or the faviour of-
" the world : But our blefled Lord, who well knew the fufficiency of the evidence
which he had given to convince men of the truth of his divine miffion, pronoun--
ces deftruction upon thofe infidels, ¢ If ye believe not that 1 am he, yefhall die in -
your fins.” Fobn viii. 24. And I think it may befaid, thatif ever there was an ageor -
nation under heaven, fince the apoftolic age, which had abundant rational evidence -
of the truth of chriflianity, the inhabitants of the chief towns and cities of Greas
Britain enjoy that evidence ; and efpecially the men of leifure and learning amongft -
them. So that this pretended ignorance, I fear, will at laft appear to be too near -
a kin to the pretences of the unbelievers in the days of Chriff, and it is well .if they
do not fall under the fame condemnation. :

" Anfwer II. The great God, ‘who is perfettly wife and perfeétly juft, well knows -
what allowances to make for-every degree of ignorance which peoFle may lie under, -
according to their various advantages or difadvantages for knowledge: Yet he has
taken care in his word, both of the old and new teftament, to let it appear, -that ig- -
norance in general is not always a fufficient excufe for crimes committed, or for d%c
negle& of duties commanded. The whole fifth chapter of Levitiexs is fpent in di-
recting the ignorant finner among the Yews, what he fhould do to make an atone-
ment for his tranfgreffions, verfe 17. Itisfaid, if a foul fin, and commit any of
thefe things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the Lord, -
though he wift it not, yet ishe guilty, and fhall bear his iniquity *.. The various -
forms of facrifice that are there appointed, fufficiently difcover that the Lord will :
not hold him intirely guiltlefs, that commitsa fin of ignorance: And, thisis done, .
that men might not hope to excufe themfelves before the great God for their fins, -
merely by the pretences of ignorance and miftake.  In the new teﬂ:amc?t our .

‘ aviour

* I confefs it may be difputed here, in this Iaw of Mo/es, ‘whether the ignorance fpoken of; be an j
borance of the law, or an ignoramce of the fa& ; yet in the: words of Chrif which are cited aftgrwazcg:
3t is_plainly an ignorance of the law that is defcribed: And, in general, this levitical appointment fufficis
ently fhews, that pretences of ignorance are not always a fufficient excufes .
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faviour hath exprefsly told us, Luke xii. 47, 48. ¢ And that fervant who knew
his Lord’s will, and prepared not himfelf, neither did according to his will, fhall
be beaten with many ftripes: But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy
of ftripes, fhall be beaten with few ftripes.”

Here, let itbe always obferved, that wherefoever ignorant finners are punifhed, for
their errors, the ignorance is always culpable, -and thereforeit is in fome degree vo-
luntary and chofen. It mutft arife either from flothfulnefs or negle& of enquiry, or
from fome criminal prejudices againft the truth. No man can be punifhed for ig-
norance of his duty, if in the nature of thingsit be utterly invincible.

QuesTtrion IL

A UT canany man believe what he will? or believe whatfoever he is bid to be-
- lieve? Can I affent to any thing which doth not appear with fufficient evidence
2o my underftanding to be true? The mind of man in this refpect feems to be a paf-
five power, and cannot receive any propofition, but according to the evidence or
proof that attends it, and according to the ftrength of light, in which the mind
difcerns this evidence or proof. Now if the proofs of the gofpel, and the arguments
for chriftianity, do not appear to my under{{)anding in a convincing light, I am not
able to believe it : Why then muft Ibe condemned for not believing what, according
to the make of my nature, I cannot believe? The feverity of this one expreffion of
Cbhrift, « He that believeth not fhall be damned,” Mark xvi. 16. is even an obftacle to
my belief of his divine authority; for furely the great God would never fend a mefifen-
ger, to pronounce damnation again{t men, for not affeniing to what does not appear
‘evident to them, thatis, for not believing what they cannot believe : This would be

Jike condemning men for not fecing what they.cannot fee, for wan: of fufficient light.

Anfwer. I.. This threatening is only denounced againft thofe, to whom the gof-
el is offered, with fufficient credentials. It cannot be denounced againft any per-
1on; who has not enjoyed fufficient means of knowledge and conviction. No man
fhall be.condemned for not feeing any abject, when there is not light enough to dif-
cover the objett to him.
¢+ But, let it be remembered, that the great God, who is the judge of all, well
knows the faculties of men, and what degree of outward revela:ion is fufficient, in
it’s own nature, to difcover the truth of the gofpel to every fingle perfon, whe
comes within the hearing of it, if he be fincere and honeft to attend to that light
andevidence. And this threatening fhall never be executed on men of an honeft
and fincere mind, who were willing to receive all convittion, and attend with hum-
ble and diligent fouls, yielding up their underftanding and aflfent, wherefoever there
was fufficient evidence. Such condemnation belongs therefore only to thofe perfons,
to.whom God himfelf knows he hath given fufficient outward revelation, or evi-
dence of the truth of the gofpel, but that through negligence of attention, or fome
cilpable prejudice, they refufe to receive the truth, and believe the gofpel.

..Qur blefled. faviour well knew the pride and obftinacy of the fadducees and phari-
fees in his life-time, when after all his divine miracles, they would not believe his
divine commiffion: It was in vain for them to pretend, .they could not fee fufficient
evidence of the gofpel, for our Lord knew he had given them evidence fufficient
to convince fouls, who were fincere in their inquiry; and therefore he pronounced,
and repeated the damnation upon the proud and obftinate unbelievers, Fobn viii. 21,
24. “ If yebelieve notthat I am the Mefiab, ye fhall die in your fins.” Aok

' wer
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Anfwer II. To refute this objection more effetually, let it be confidered, that the
Jjudgment, that is, the power of affent or diffent to a propofition, is not a faculty fo
merely paflive, as fome men imagine it; for it is plain, that by our own choice or
inclination we are capable of delaying our affent long, and abftaining from rath judg-
ments ; and we can by our own choice or inclination give a precipitate or hafty judg-
ment, concerning an object without flifficient evidence ; we canwithhold or fufpend our
judgment or affent, where the evidence is weak till it grows ftronger; and we ¢
withhold our judgment or affent, by an unwillingnefs to receiveinto our mind the full
light and ftrength of clear evidence, whete the propofition to be believed, is difpleaf-
ing to our inclinations. '

Thus it is manifeft, there is much of the will, mingles itfelf with the exercifes
of the underftanding in our a&s of judgment. We are juftly pronounced criminals,
and God may condemn us for a rath and hafty affent to a mifchievous error, becaufe
we did not withhold our affent, till we faw fuller evidence and proof: And we are as
juftly pronounced criminals, and are condemned juftly, for withholding our judg-
ment, and refufing our affent to an important truth, where God fees and knows the
light and evidence, to be fufficiently ftrong for our conviction. ’

There are fome errors that we are ready to receive into our aflent, upon very flight
argument and infufficient evidence, becaufe there is a fecret inclination in us, that
they thould be true, according to the old latin faying, ¢ Quod volumus facile cre-
dimus,” what we wifh to be true, we eafily belicve: And there are fome truths,
which we are very backward to receive into our affent, though the evidence be never
fo ftrong, becaufe we are unwilling they fhould be true. Perhaps thefe truths do
not agree with our former notions, they contradict our old opinions, or condemn
our prefent practices, or perhaps they thwart our honour or intereft, we fhall be ex-
pofed to thame or hardfhip, or lofsin profefling them, or we muft change our party
if we believe them, or finally becaufe we do not at prefent fee the way fully, to re-
concile them with fome other things, which we have received and believed to be
true. Now if the mind be under any of thefe influences, and therefore delay and
deny it’s affent to plain evidence, it may become criminal in the fight of God, for
hearkening to any one of thefe prejudices, rather than to the plain divine difcoveries
of truth, when it is propofed either by the light of reafon or revelation.

I might here make ufe of the very fame fimilitude, that is mentioned in the
objection, and fhew how a man may fee ah objedt, even though it be placed in a
duiky light, when he is very defirous of feeing it, and when he ufes the utmoft
vigour and effort of his eye-fight for this purpofe: And on the other hand, if he
does not exert his vifive powers with vigour, if he will wink a little, or will turn
his eyes afide, or raife a duft before the objet, he may be faid not to fee it; but the
true reafon is, becaufe the object upon fome account or other is unpleafing, and he
is unwilling to feeit. Now if the life of this man, depended on his feeing and lay-
ing hold of this obje@®, he muft die without hope and without pity: Itis in vain for
him to pretend, that he did not fee it, when either he winked a little, or raifed a
duft about it, and thus abufed the day light, and prevented his own fight of the
only object that could fave him.

In fuch important concerns as the affairs of eternal falvation, let our infidels take
heed that this be not their cafe. Fefus the Son of God is the objet propofed to
them, to lay hold of as their only refuge from death and hell, and the light is fo
ftrong in which itis fet, that thoufands of wife, rational and cautious men have feen
it, and embraced it, and found falvation: Let them take heed therefore of winking
in the day-light, and of raifing a duft by wanton and unreafonable cavils; let them

Vor. II : - Rrr examine
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examine the fecret workings of their fouls with the ftricteft care; for if it fhould be
found hereafter, thatthere was external light and evidence enough for their convic-
tion, and the fault lay only in their prejudices or their unattention, this will juftly
expofe them to the terrible and condemning fentence of God.
QuesTtron IL
S not fincerity * in the praétice of what we believe, of much more importance
in religion, than the truth of our opinions? Is not fincerity even in the pra&ice
of a true religion, the only thing acceptable to God therein? And if there be the
fame fincerity in the praétice of afalfe religion, furely God will accept of man’s
fincere endeavours to ferve him, and will eafily pardonand pafs by all his ignorance,
his errors and miftakes.

Anfwer 1. Though fincerity be a neceffary ingredient in all the pratices of true re-
ligion that can be acceptable to God, yet it is not fincerity alone that is made the
term of our juftification and acceptance, in the conftitution of the gofpel, but faith
in Yefus Chrift, or truft in the mercy of God through Fefus the mediator. Affes
defcribes the righteoufnefs.of the law, that is, the way of juftification by the cove-
nant of works, as it is figured out to us in the external legal covenant of Sinai, in
this manner, Rom. x. 5. * The man that doth thefe things fhall live in them: But
the righteoufnefs of faith which we preach,” faith the apotftle, that is, the way of
juftification and falvation under the gofpel, ¢ fpeaks thus, if thou fhalt confefs
with thy mouth the Lord Fefus, and fhalt believe in thy heart that God hath raifed
him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved: For with the heart man believeth unto
righteoufnefs, and with the mouth confeffion is made unto falvation,” v.8—10. So
Rom. i. 16, 17. « The gofpel is the power of God to falvation to every one that
believeth, for it is written, the juft fhall live by his faith.” Mark xvi. 16. <« He
that believes fhall be faved.” FEpb.ii. 8, 9. < By grace'ye are faved through
faith ; and that not of your felves, it is the gift of God. Not of works left any
man fhould boaft.” Neither Abrabam nor David amongft the Fews, were juftified
by works, but by faith, that is, not by the fincereft works of righteoufnefs, which
they themfelves performed, but by truft in the divine mercy, according to the reve-
lations of itin their various ages, and in various degrees. Rom. iv. 3—6. Blefled
is the man to whom God imputeth righteoufnefs without works, to him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is accounted for
righteoufnefs, that is, his faith or dependence on the pardoning mercy of God
through a mediator, is the only appointed way of obtaining julltification: It is not his
own works, for he has none fufficient for this end: But histruft in that God who juf-
tifies and accepts the ungodly, that is, perfons who have no fufficient godlinefs for their
jultification: The only thing that man can do, which fhall be imputed or reckoned to
him in order to his juftification, is his faith or truft in the mercy of God, who juftifies
us freely, withoutany merit of our own works in our jutification: "And he doth this
by virtue of the redemption that is in Cbrjff. This is the fenfe of this verfe, accordingg

to the whole fcope and defign of the fourth chapter; for the very defign and fcope of

itis to fhew the felf-emptying nature of that faith, by which we muft be juftified, as
the defign of the fifth chapter, is to deciare the object of it, Fefus Chrif. Thisis
the language of the new teftament, this is the appointment of the gofpel.

I grant indeed, that the gofpel requires alfo repentance, and fincere fubmiffion
and obedience to all the will of God revealed in his word, as well as trufting in Fe/us

Chry,

® By fincerity in practice | here underfland, a performing the duties of religion, according to the b{}i;

of our prefent knowledge, and the utmoft of our abilitics,
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Cbrift, if ever we would be accepted of God, and obtain heaven: And there are
many fubftantial and indifpenfible reafons for it in the oeconomy of the gofpel. It
is the very defign of the goipel to recover men to holinefs, by a fenfe of pardoning

race: * We are accepted in the beloved, that we may be holy, and without blame
before God in love,” Eph. i. 4, 6. We are not fitted for falvation,”and the heavenly
bleffednefs unlefs we are fantified : ¢ Without holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord,”
Heb. xii. 14. We cannot evidence our own faith to be true and faving, unlefs it abide
in us as the fpring of all good works. Itis only ¢ faith that works by love,” that is
available toeternal life. Gal. v. 6. Therefore thofe that have believed muft remem-
ber, that they are ¢ redeemed from an evil world, as well as from hell ” They are
¢ redeemed from a vain converfation, as well as from guilt and mifery, that they
may be a peculiar people unto God zcalous of good works.” 7it. ii. 14. Butall
this will not prove that fincerity in our works of obedience to God, is the appointed
term of our pardon of fin, our juftification or acceptance in the fight of God under
the gofpel, without faith or truft in Fefus Chrift, as the great mediator and reconciler.
Still our acceptance with God is eminently referred to faith, .and thagas it it ftands

* diftiné from works, though it muft be fuch a living faith as is the fpring of holinefs.

But to bring the matter as low as poffible, fuppofe it thould be allowed, as fome
contend, that our fincere endeavours to ferve God by works of holinefs, fhould be join-
ed with our faith in Chrij?, as the condition of our pardon, and fhould be made the
very ma:ter of our juftifying righteoufnefs in the new teftament, yet no man that
honeftly reads the fcripture, can ever fuppofe that this fincerity in our duties, is
there made the term of our juftification, without the belief of a mediator, or that
it is fufficient to procure pardon of fin, and acceptance with God without faithin
Chrift, that is, where the gofpel is preached with it’s clear proofs and evidences.

And now as we have confidered the way of falvation by faith, as itis defcribed in

‘the gofpel, and feen the promifes made to it, fo let us alfo take a fhort review of

the threatenings that ftand bent and pointed againft thofe who refufe this only way of
Talvation. Jobr iii. 18. ¢ He that believeth not on the Son of God is condemned
already, becaufe he hath not believed.” Verfe 36. ¢ He fhall not fee life, the wrath
of God abideth onhim.” Mark xvi. -16. ¢ He that believeth not thall be damned.”
T Jobn v. 10, 12. * Hethat believeth on the Son of God, hath the witnefs in him-
felf: He hath eternal life begun in him; but he that hath not the Son hath not life.”
2 Theff. i. 7, 8, 9. * They who obey not the gofpel, fhall be punifhed with everlafting

"deftruction, when the Lord Fefus fhall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty

angels, in flaming fire.” o '
- Now furely he is abold man that will dare venture his final and eternal ftate of
happinefs or mifery, upon his own pretences to mere fincerity, in the practices of
any other religion whatfoever, in oppofition to fuch awful exprefiions of the gofpel
of Chrift, and efpecially infuch an age and nation of light and knowledge, where
the gofpel appears with fo much divine evidence about it. '

Anfwer II. If the heathen or infidel nations, with all their fincerity, are defcrib-
ed in the new teftament as having no hope of eternal life, even where the gofpel had

_not been publifthed, furely much lefs ground is there for hope, where the gofpel is

known and refufed. Confider a little what fort of ' defcriptions the Spirit of Ged
gives of the heathen world, becaufe they were without a divine revelation, and with-
out the gofpel, eitherin a patriarchal, or jewi/, or in a chriftian form. Epb. ii. 12.
¢¢ They were without Cbriff, ftrangers from the covenants of promife, having no
hope, and without God in the world.” Eph. iv. 8. ¢ Alienated from the life o;'

Rrra Gox
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God through the ignorance that is in them”. Col.i. 21. * Alienated from God,
and enemies in their minds by wicked works, {5¢.” Read the difmal corruption
and wretched ftate of the heathen world more at large, Rom.i. 29—31. Epb. ii.
1—3. Now if the heathen nations are faid to be utter ftrangers to God, to be
without God, and to be without hope, becaufe they are without any gofpel, with-
out Chriff, and without the promifes, thefe things have not been revealed or con-
veyed to them, much more fhall perfons who live in a land of gofpel-light, be pro-
nounced to be without God and without hope, if they refufe to believe in Fefus
Chrift, who has been revealed to them, and whom they have been taught to know
from their very cradles. 'What hope can they have, who fhut their eyes againft the
light that fhines fo glorioufly round about them ? Whatfoever mollifying fenfe may
be put upon fome fevere expreflions of fcripture, in favour of the heathens, wha
pever had the gofpel, furely there is none will be allowed to thofe who have fo blaf
phemed and abufed it. ,

Anfwer IIL. If fincerity in the practice of a falfe religion were fufficient to pro-
cure the diving favour, thenridiculous and inhuman fuperftitions of all kinds, bloud
and murder, and cruelty, would be effeCtual means to obtain the favour of God;
for thefe have been ‘Pra&ifed by many people in the world, and that with great zeal
and fincerity, and fometimes as a piece of religious worfhip.

Can you imagine, that the ancient heathens were not fincere in the practice of
their ceremonies, in their laborious and painful rites of worthip, when they put
themfelves to fo much felf-denial and torment in the performance of them? Think
of the dreadful and bloudy penances to which fome of them have devoted themfelves :
Think of their cutting and wounding of their own flefh with knives and lancets:.
So did the prophets of Baal, whether they were Fews or heathens, 1 Kings viii. 18,
¢¢ Think of the agonies of parents, when they offered theirown children tobrazen idols,
and burned them 1in terrible facrifice to Moloch : Count over the thoufands of rams,
and the rivers of wineand oil, the fruit of their body for their tranfgreffion, and the
firft-born of their fleth for the fin of their foul.” Micab. vi. 7. Think of Curtius and the
Decii among the old Romans, that devoted themfelves todeath, to appeafe the anger
of the gods. Think of the wretched devotees at prefent in Malabar, who throw
themfelves under the chariot wheels of a heavy idol drawn by a hundred men, that
they may be crufhed to death, and thus pay honour to their god; furvey all thefe,
and then tell me whether thefe worlhippers are not fincere or no. 'What have you
to thew as fignals and tokens of your fincerity in religion, comparable to thefe poor
blind heathens ? And yet after all, can you ever fuppofe thefe bloudy and dreadful
works of devotion, thefe confecrated ats of murder, were acceptable to the great
God, or could pracure peace with heaven, under a pretence of their fincerity ?

Let us furvey another {cene of madnefs,which yet appears to be fincere zeal among
fome of the profefled enemies of the people of God in all ages. When they have
been fending chriftians to the lions, to flaughter, and death, when they have given
up the beloved fons and daughters of God to fire and fword, to famine and naked-
nefs, to the teeth and talons of wild beafts ; fome of thefe bigots feem to have been
fincere in their defigns to honour the powers of heaven, and to offer thefe barbarous
facrifices to appeale the god of their country. The Romans imagined that the tole-
sation of chriftians, who were blafphemers of their gods, brought plagues and dif-
trefles upon their armies and kingdoms, and therefore they devoted them to death to
pleafe the god whom they worthipped. N

Now
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Now will any of our deifts tell us, that thefe inhuman perfecutors were accepted
of God, and in the way to_his favour and eternal life; and yet we have .our fa~
viour’s own word for it, Fobn xvi. 2. ¢ Whofoever killeth you, will think he doth
God fervice,” that is, he fincerely thinks fo.

I grant Clrift foretells this eminently concerning the Fews: The unbelieving Fews
perfecuted the chriftians even:to death, in the fincerity of their zeal for God, and.
died their hands in thebloud of chriftians, in order to render themfelves more
acceptable to the God of Ifrael. St. Paul himfelf tells you, that he was one of
them. Afs xxvi. 9, 10. < I verily thought with my felf, that I ought to do-
many things contrary to the name of Fefus of Nazareth. Many of the faints did k-
fthut up in prifon, and when they were put to death, I gave my voice againft them. .
I punithed them often in every fynagogue, and compelled them to blafpheme, and.
being exceedingly mad againft them, I perfecuted them even to ftrange cities.” And
Gal. i. 13, 14. * Being exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers, I1did:
perfecute the church of God beyond meafure and wafted it.” Phil. iii. 6. «If I.
may fpeak of my zeal, I have fufficient proof of that, being a perfecutor of the
church.” 'Was Paul in the way to obtain divine favour by fuch cruel and inhuman :
methods as thefe ? Could fuch guilty pratices againft his fellow-creatures render -
him a worthy obje& of the divine love or obtain for him eternal life, becaufe ke
was fincere in them ? It bas been fometimes obferved, that perfons under the un--
happy influence of thefe evil principles of religion, have grown up to be moft
fierce and barbarous murderers, in proportion to their fincerity and zeal : But furely -
they are not accepted with God in proportion to thefe bloudy practices.

That fincere zeal in a falfe religion will not obtain juftification in the fight of God, .
is fufficiently declared by the apoftle Paul, to all that believe the fcriptures: For -
he pronounces concerning himfelf, that he was the chief of finners upon this account, .
viz. his zealous perfecuting the chriftians, 1 Tim. i. 13, 15. And that he did but
juft obtain pardoning mercy becaufe he did it ignorantly ; but he does not pretend
to the leaft claim of merit on the account of his fincere zeal. ¢ He bears witnefs -
alfo concerning the Fews his country-men, that they had a zeal for God, though -
it was a blind one, and without knowledge,” Rom. x.2. ¢ They followed after .
righteoufnefs, that is, to obtain juftification by the works of the law, but they
did not attain to the law. of righteoufnefs, that is, they could not find juftification :
or acceptance with God in their way of procedure, becaufe they fought it not by
faith, Rom. ix. 31,—33. or in the appointed way of the gofpel.

Anfwer 1V. If fincerity in the practice of a falfe religion were fufficient to en<
title us to the favour of God, yet no perfon can lay claim to the favour of God -
on this account, fince I may venture to fay, no mar ever was conftantly fincere in
pralifing every point and tittle of what his confcience direGted him to, and res -
quired of him as his duty. It is very poffible, that a man may be fincere in fome -
fingle attions of life or worthip, who is greatly defetive as to his fincerity in other
parts of his behaviour. Where is the man that can ftand up and fay, I have -
conftantly ferved God to the utmoft of my knowledge : I have loved him with
all my heart: I have loved my neighbour as far as confcience told me I ought to

'do, and fulfilled every duty to God and man, as far as I knew it, and was able -

to perform it, and that without any wilful tranfgreffion or negligence * I am ve-
nily perfuaded, no man can fay, his own confcience has always excufed him,
though in many actions men may have been juftified to “their own confciences.
Now if men will venture to build their cternal hopes upon this prefumptitax ;f

od’s
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God’s acceptance .of .their fincerity, even where their religion is not true, let them
fee to it, that they fincerely and conftantly fulfil their own invented law of righte-
oufnefs: Let them take care that their honeft and fincere obedience to their own
light be continual, uniform and complete ; or elfe they may juftly expe& that
God and their own confciences will come upon them one day with dreadful de-
mands *. : : '

Anfwer. V. Suppofe it were granted, that the fincere practices of a miftaken or
falfe religion, could render usaccepted of God, and fuppofe yet further, that we
could be perfetly fincere in this practice, without one failure, yet we ought to
enquire whether we have been fincere alfo in our fearch after the true religion :
For if we have failed here, and been negligent and carelefs in our fearch after the
right way to pleafe God, our greateft fincerity in a falfe way can pretend to no
merit, and can give us but lirtle hope. It is not an irrational and thoughtlefs fince-
rity, an ignorant and ftupid zeal in a miftaken religion that came to us by chance,
or. that we flightly took up froma principle of floth, or were led into by culpa-
ble prejudices, that can never make a juft pretence to the.favour of God : And
therefore if we fhould allow, that in the darkeft nations of the earth, where men
have fcarce any advantages for knowledge,.God would accept of their fincere
follies .and fuperftitions, yet we have no reafon to expect it in a land of fuch
light and knowledge, where we have the greateft advantages to be informed of
the true way of worthip. ‘

The great God who made all the powers of our nature, expes the ufe of our
underftandings to enquire out truth and duty, as well as the activity of our will
and affettions, and our lower powers to pradtife it. He expects that we fhould
give diligence to fearch and find out the true religion in the midft of fuch rich ad.
vantages, as his providence has conferred upon us. He gives us no indulgence to
go on in the practice of a falfe religion, and hope for the pardon of our floth and
negligence, and forgivenefs of our thoughtlefs and ftupid errors, on the mere pre-
“sence of fincerity in the practice of them, This leads me to the next queftion.

QUuEsTriowN IV,

ID UT if T am fincere in feeking out .the truth, fhall not my fincere endeavours
to- find out the true religion, and to l;ra&ife agreeably to my knowledge ob-
tain acceptance with God, even though I fhould happen to fall inte miftaken
opinions, ‘and praétife a falfe religion inftead of the true ?
. Anfwer I. Sincerity in the fearch after truth, has fo many and various ingre-
dients in it, that I fear the unbelievers in Great Britain would make but a poor
pretence to fincerity, when called before the bar of the great.and righteous God,
and would find it a dangerous thing for them to have built their whele -ho_pe::l
an

* Perhaps it will be faid, that fincerity does not imply fuchan uninterrupted conflancy of obedience
as I reprefent, but that it is confiltent with fome failures in point of known duty, if thefe failures be attend-
ed with he:rty repentance and a refolution of future care and watchfulnefs. :

To this I anfwer, that the gofrel and-the revelations of grace in feripture allow this fort of fincerity
and accept of hearty repentance after fin, through the intereft of a mediator : But the light of nature
doth not allow of any fincerity in obedience, if it be interrupted by one wilful fin; for the light of ma-

ture can never affure us, that any one wilful and known fin will be pardoned, nor that any repentance
avill be accepted. The difcovery of this is pure grace. '
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and expectations on this pretence, while they have rejected the gofpel of Chrift his
Son. )

The feveral qualifications, which are required to make up fincerity in the fearch.
of a true religion, are as follow, .

I. <« A watchful and diligent difengaging our felves from all the fecret and
culpable prejudices that hang about the mind, and lead it aftray from truth :” A:
reftlefs and conftant endeavour to free ourfelves from every evil influence, every:
wrong biafs and turn of mind, that might lead the underftanding aftray in it’s
enquiries, or may warp the judgment-in it’s determinations. Now théfe are very
numerous. : ‘

1. There are fome prejudices that arife from the influence of thofe who are
our fuperiors, either in riches or power, or wit and learning, or years, &,
¢« Haveany of the rulers believed on him ?** Fobn vii. 48. was thought to be a good.
argument in the days of Chriff againft his gofpel : And it is an argument of the
fame ftamp, which vulgar fouls in our days make ufe of : Are not many of the-
polite’ gentlemen, and fine wits of the age weary of chriftianity ?

2. Our friends or acquaintance, or companions, have a ftrange. influence - alfo-
upon the mind, and by their conftant converfation prejudice it for, or againft par-
ticular opinions. Even a fober youth who happens to fall-into heathenifh acquain--
tance, by the perpetual impreflions of their vile difcourfe, may become a hea-:-
then too. ' .

3. Some prejudices arife from the fear of ridicule and thame ameng our affoci< -
ates, and thofe with whom we converfe : And many a young perfon is turned afide °
from attending to the evidences of chriftianity, left he thould be made a jeft among: .
his profane company, if he profefs himfelf a believer of the gofpel.

4. There is fometimes a ftrongand unhappy prejudice againft the ‘religion of -
Chrift, arifing from the faults and follies of thofe who profefs to be chriftians -
Thefe difciples of infidelity never confider that follies and faults of as hainous and-
criminal a kind, are daily praétifed by their fellow-infidels : The old heathen
philofophers who profeffed the religion of nature, were fhamefully guilty of many
vices contrary to the dictates of natural reafon, and yet the religion of natureis -
true and good ftill, fo far as it goes: And chriftianity may be divinely true not---
withftanding the iniquity and madnefs of fome that pretend to profefs 1.

5. Another fet of prejudices arifes from pride of mind and felf-conceit,: prefum- -
ing that the reafon of man is fufficient to direct itfelf in the paths of happinefs, withe -
" out receiving any difcoveries from God. '

It is pride alfo that fuffers us not to fubmit to receive the doétrines of. reve~:
lation, when there is any thing in them that we know not prefently how to- recon-:
cile and explain : And this fpirit of pride and arrogance tempts fome of the deifts
to abandon all their bible, becaufe the word of God contains fome deep things in .
it which are not fully underftood by men.

6. Sometimes an affetation of novelty warps the mind afide, and leads it aftray
in it’s enquiries after truth, and for this very reafon fome men do hardly receive
the doétrine which has been the ancient faith of their anceftors. New things have
a ftrange and fubtle influence to allure the heart away from old truths.

7. The pride of thinking freely for our felves, and throwing off all the bonds
and fetters of education, has had a licentious and unhappy influence on fome
minds, to lead them off to infidelity. = They fcorn to follow the dictates of tutors,
and renounce the beft of religions, becaufe they were born and bred in it. Th
8. There

.
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8. There i another fet of prejudices that arife from the lufts of the fleth:
Chriftianity feems to have too much ftrictnefs in it for thofe men who would
give -themfelves a loofe to fenfual delights : And thus their own vicious inclinations
darken their underftandings : Firft they fecretly with and defire that a dotrine
fo felf-denying may not be true, and then they are eafily led to fancy and pronounce
there .is no truth init. Every flight turn of wit, and faint colour of reafon, is
fufficient to carry off their minds from their gofpel, whofe paffions are catried off
already.

9. Xnd it may be there are others who are under the influence of this wick-
ed prejudice, viz. ¢ I have begun to caft off chriftianity, and therefore I will
go on : I have declared my felf a free-thinker, and I cannot go back.” On this
account they harden themfelves in their unbelief, and they are unwilling to hearken:
or attend to any reafon or evidence that might make them believers, or incline
them w - receive the gofpel, after they have once given up their name and honour
to infidelity. :

" Now thefe and other prejudices of the mind muft be all laid afide, before we can
pretend to fuch perfect fincerity in the fearch after truth, as will juftify us at the
bar of God in the choice and prattice of a falfe religion *. And though in the
main we may have fome real defign to find out the true religion, yet which of us
will dare to venture our everlafting hopes upon a mere prefumption of our freedom.
from all thefe evil-influences, thefe faulty prejudices that ftick fo clofe to mankind ?
I 'am ready to perfuade my felf that there are not many of the deifts and infidels
in this nation, who examine their hearts clofely in this matter, and after all can
pronounce themfelves moft fincere and unbiaffed fearchers of the truth.

II. Another qualification requifite to fincerity, is ¢ a hearty inward folicitude
about thefe important concerns; a fervent and longing defire of the foul to find out
the knowledge of God, and the right way to falvation.” It is not a celd wifh or
two after divine truth, once now and then, that is fufficient to prove a man fincere
in his enquiries. A fincere foul will feel an inward and penetrating concern agree-
able to the momentous fubje&t. There are too many who content themfelves with
a general unaffeéting confcioufnefs, that they are willing to find out the truth, but
this defign makes no anfwerable impreffion upon their fpirits as a matter of prime
importance and of infinite concern.

11 Sincerity requires alfo, ¢ alaborious diligence in fearching after the know-
ledge of the truth, and induftrious ufe of every help poffible to be attained in our
ftation and circumftances.” It applies a due attention to every argument, and giv-

Ing

* Since thefe papers were in the pre(s I met with a paragraph in do&or Harris’s excellent difcourfes of
the *¢ reafonablene(s of believing,” &c. which I take pleafure to tranfcribe here. The fincere and upright
will always readily embrace the divine revelation. Whatfoever prejudices and miftakes they may labour
under from the weaknefs of their underftanding, and the impre&ons of education, as foon as ever they
difcern the evidence of it, they will refign to the fuperior claims of truth, againt every lower confiderati-
on or remaining difficulty and doubt, ~Shew them that it is the will of God, and they readily yield and
fubmit. When the infincere on the other hand, governed by their interefts and other prejudices, w.ll re-
ject the plaineft truths and greateft evidence which is againft their intereft, and they will ftart little cavils,
and raife endlefs objections, and fortify their minds againft the ftrongeft evidence, to fupport fome fha-
dow of falfe quiet, and appear infidels upon principle : Or elfe without allowing themfelves to reafon
about it, they will bear it down by mere force, and oppofc it with violence and malice of heart, which
was the cafe of the unbelieving Feavs,”
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ing them their full weight; a feizing every beam of light honeftly, as foon as
it appears to the mind, as a man that feeks after hidden treafure, would chearfully
receive every hint of difcovery, wouldfollow the firft glimmerings of the gold or

. filveroar, and trace out the rich vein through the bowels of the earth.

'If we would prove our felves fincere, we muft not be tired or difcouraged by a
few obftacles in our way. We muft ¢ fearch for wifdom as filver, and dig for un-
derftanding, as for hidden treafures: Then fhalt thou underftand the fear of the
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” Prov. it. 4, 5.

Whereas many of our modern infidels, when in their fearches they find a dark
fentence, and a few difficulties in the language of fcripture, they labour not after a
folution of them, but gladly lay hold of every objetion, and content themfelves
with thefe little cavils as a fugicient argument to rejet it all at once, to abandon the
lawof Mofes, and the prophets, Cbrifi and his gofpel. Such a temper and fpirit,
fuch a cavilling and contentious practice, will fly in the face of a man, when he fhall
pretend to plead fincerity before God. :

IV. ¢¢ Perfeverance in this honeft and diligent enquiry is another ingredient of a°
fincere fearch after truth.” It is not the work of a hour or two, or the labour of a
tew days, but according to our ftate and circumftances in the world, we muft con-
tinually fearch till we have found fome folid fatisfation, and till our minds can reft
in fome doctrines of religion, upon juft and reafonable grounds. Hofes vi. 3.
¢ Then fhall ye know the Lord, if ye follow on to know him.” |

- V. Sincerity, in fearching out the truth, requires alfo ¢ greathumility and meek-
nefs of fpirit, a holy fenfe of the importance of thisenquiry, a confcioufnefs of our
own weaknefs, and of the many prejudices, the falfe lights, and the dangers that
attend and furround us both within and without in our enquiries, together with con-
ftant and importunate prayer to God for his affiftance.” ~ All thefe are neceffary in-
gredientsof fuch a fincerity in the fearch after true religion, as will approve itfelf to
God. We muft not be felf-fufficient and conceited of our reafoning powers, but,
under a fenfe of our weaknefs and danger of miftake, we muft be inftant petitioners
daily at the throne of God, that he would not fuffer any delufive prejudice to blind
our minds, nor well-coloured errors to lead us aftray ; that he would order all things
in the courfe of his providence in fo favourable a manner, as may tend to guide us
into the path of truth. /

+ A fincere enquirer is able to appeal to God who knows all things, ¢¢ Thou feeft
the honeft defire of my foul, and the fincere, inward and intenfe breathings of my
heart, to find out the way to thy favour: All my defire is to know and pleafe thee my
creator, and therefore I daily feek thy direCtions.” We muft not only ¢ incline
our ears to wifdom, and apply our heart to underftanding, but we muft cry after
knowledge, and lift up our voice to heaven. For it is the Lord who giveth wi{dom.”
Prov.ii. 3, 6. , . '

VI. Tt belongs alfo to a fincere fearch after truth, that we are ¢ careful and zealous
in the praice of every thing, that we have already found out in religion.” All the
duties toward God and man, that reafon and natural light difcover to us, muft be
fulfilled by us, with a holy and religious induftry and watchfulnefs: And we muft
with a conftant jealoufyand folicitude of foul, abftainfrom every thingthatwould dif-
pleafe God. * ¢ It is for therighteous that God layeth up found wifdom,” Prov. ii.
7. “; He giveth to thofe that are good in his ﬁg}}t, wifdom and knowledge,” Eccle/.
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ii. 26. And our blefled Lord himfelf tells us, Fobn vii. 17. % If any man will do
bis will, he fhall know of the dotrine whether it be of God, or whether I fpeak of
my felf.” Doing the will of God as far as it is known, is a neceflary requifite in
order to obtain farther knowledge.

Now when our modern deifts have fulfilled all thefe rules of fincerity in their
fearch after the true way of falvation, I am verily perfuaded they will continue no
longer in their infidelity, but rejoice to receive the gofpel of Chriff.

However, it will be time enough for them to make their own pretences of fin-
cerity in the fearch after truth, the ground of their expeltations of divine favour,
and to plead it at the bar of God, when they have carefully practifed all this fince-
rity, which has been now defcribed. '

And yet if any fhould boldly declare they have practifed all this fincerity, and
yet they are not convinced of the truth of the gofpel; before I quit this head, I
would addrefs my felf to them with one enquiry more, and that is, if you imagine
that you are now truly fincere in you prefent fearch, ¢ have you been always thus
fincere in your enquiries, ever fince you began to doubt of chriftianity ? Have you
not indulged fuch animmoral condué, fuch fenfuality, fucha love to vicious plea-
fures, fuch pride of your own reafon, fuch felf-fufficiency, fuch a bantering fpirit,
fuch lufts of the flefh, or lufts of the mind, fuch criminal prejudices, or fuch guilty
practices, as may have provoked God to punifh you one of thefe two ways, 1. Ei-
ther in the courfe of his providence, ¢ to take away thofe means and advantages for
knowledge, which you ﬁzvc once enjoyed and abufed:” Or 2. ¢ To withdraw all
the commoa influenc:s of his holy Sirit, and leave you to the weaknefles and wan-
derings of your own fpirits, and to give you up to a judicial blindnefs, even though
the outward means of knowledge may remain¢” :

There are many amongft the ancient gentiles, and many amongft the later wor-
fhippers of anti-chrift, who have fallen under thefe juft and heavy judgments.
There have been men who held the truth in unrighteoufnefs, and would not practife
religion fo far as they knew it, nor glorify God fo far as they were acquainted with
him; and they have been given up to ¢ vain imaginations, their foolifh heart has
been darkened ; profeffing themfelves to be wife, they became fools inftead of philo-
fophers : They became ridiculous idolaters, and worfhipped birds and beafts, and
creeping thinﬁs, inftead of God. The righteous God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, becaufe they did not like to retain him in their knowledge,” Rom. i. 18—27.

There have been many Fews and heathens, who have had the gofpel preached to
them with fufficient evidence; but when they had refufed to receive it, the miniftry
of the gofpel has been taken away from them, the apoftles and preachers have been
called off from fuch an unfruitful fpot of ground, and have left that town, that
country or nation in double darknefs. See the hiftory of the gofpel, and the ats
of theapoftles. Our faviour threatened this judgment to the unbelieving Fews, and
it has been executed not only on them, but on other forts of infidels befides.

Or if the means of knowledge have continued among them, yet they have been
forfaken of God, and given up to blindnefs of mind. This alfo ({cms to have been
the punitfhment of multitudes of the jewi/b nation. And St. Paul foretels the fame
terrible judgment upon fome degenerate parts of the chriftian world. ¢ Becaufe
they received nct the love of the truth, that they might be faved, God fhall fend
them ftrong delufions that they fhall believe a lie; that they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs,” 2 74¢f. ii. 10.
This has been evidently fulfilled in fome members of the anti-chriftian church.

‘Now
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Now if this be the cafe, there is need of deep repentance for paft infincerity and
negligence : There is need of great humiliation of foul before an offended God, in
order to make up the charater of prefent fincerity : There is need of ftrong cries
and prayers for pardoning grace for the time paft, as well as for prefent light and
affiftancein all further enquiries after the truth.

Thus I have gone through the feveral requifites of fincerity, which the great
judge of all may require and demand at the hands of every one who rejects the
gofpel under pretence of it’s infufficient evidence. And I think upon the whole, it
appears to be a very dangerous venture for thofe that renounce the religion of Chrif,
inourage and nation, to truft entirely to this pretence of fincerity in their enqui-
ries; fince I fear upon a ftrict examination, their pretences will be found very de-
teCtive and infufficient.

QuestTron V..

BU T if God infift upon fuch fevere terms in judging of our fincerity, then no
chriftian can be faved any more than a deift or an unbeliever : For without
fincerity in a true religion, you grant there is no falvation. But may not a deift be
as fincere and upright as a chriftian, both in the fearching out his religion, and in
the practice of it ¢ The great God who created us, knows the frailty of our natures,
he fees the prejudices with which we are furrounded, and the weaknefies to which we
are continually expoicd, and if he will make allowances to chriftians in the prattice
of their religion, why may we not fuppofe his merciful nature will incline him to
-make the famce cempailionate allowances to the fincere and honeft infidels, while
are fecking aiter the right way to pleafe him.
I anfwer, lirit. L'he light of evidence and the force of argument, wherewith the
fpel is furroundcd in the prefent age, feems to me to be fo ftrong and convincing,
at I cannot but fay there is great reafon to doubt, whether in the enlightened towns
-and citics of Great Britain, there can any man live and die an honeft and fincere un-

‘believer, that is, whetherany man who hath a mind fincerely ready to fubmit to

evidence, and hathufed his utmoft diligence in fearching out the truth, can always
remain a profefied infidel ; this I have intimated before, and I fhall give the reafons of
this opinion more plainly under the next queftion.

But I proceed now to afecond anfwer. The chriftian'who feelsand mourns, thus over
the weaknefs of human nature, the ftrength and biafs of the paffions, the powerful
gcjudiccs which ftand round us, and the many frailties that attend and defile our

{t endeavours, has greatly the advantage of the infidel in this cafe. For the bible,
which we believe to be the word of God, is the book of his grace, and there he has
promifed favour to the upright, he has taught us what a door of mercy he has open-
ed for repentance, under our returning frailties, and what compaffionate allowances
he will make for the tranfgreffions and failings, and lamented weaknefies of thofe
who are in the main, fincere and diligent in their fervice of God ; and itis in thefe
promifes the chriftian finds hope : But the light of nature and reafon, which is the
only hope and refuge of the dei(Ee can never give folid reft and peace to his foul, un-
der a fenfe of thefe frailties; for it cannot affure him that God will make any of
thefe allowances, or that he will accept of any repentance. :

The great and holy God, who fecs all the viciousturnings of our fpirits, whether we
be deifts or chriftians, and who beholds all the criminal inclinations, and falfe biafles
which our minds have indulged, can disi'c?vlgr all thefe in a glaring light te the eye of
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our fouls, and lay us under the evident and heavy condemnation of our own con-
fiences.- Now when this is done, the deift being made deeply fenfible of the defects
and Baws of his own fincerity, throughout the courfe of his life, has nothing to
‘plead or hope but unpromifed and uncovenanted mercy: The chriftian fees and
confefles himfelf guilty before God, repents and mourns over his wanderings, and
flies to the promifes of mercy, and to the covenant of hope. < If thou, O Lord,
fhouldft mark iniquities, O Lord, who can ftand? But there is forgivenefs with
thee.” Pfalm cxxx. 3,4. * Andthe bloud of Fefus cleanfeth from all fin: 1 Fobn
i. 7. But the deift has no fuch promife of favourable allowances, no hope in this

atoning bloud : He has renounced the facred promifes of grace, and refufed the
bloud that was fhed to make atonement.

QuesTioN VI.

R E there not fome deifts, that have taken more pains in the fearch of true
_religion, than the greateft part of chriftians have ever done? Chriftians, in
our age, receive the religion of Chriff, from their education, they owe their chriftia-
nity to their being born in Great-Britain, in this age of the world, when the whole
nation is chriftian : But the deifts are the men of enquiry into the grounds and rea-
fons of what they believe. If fincerity, in the practice of a true religion, which
‘came to us by education, will fave one from the wrath of God, and yet the fame
degree of fincerity in our enquiries after truth, will not fave another, if he happea
to miftake the true religion, and light upon a falfe one, then it is entirely owing to
chance, or to pure divine favour, that a man happens to be faved: There is no wor-
thinefs nor honour belongs to the chriftian, that he is in the right way, nor has he
-any merit above the inﬁfel. At leaft, may it not be juftly fo pronounced concern-
ing thofe chriftians, who never fearched into the grounds of their religion, but took it
up entirely from their education? ' :
Anfwer I. One might reply to this reafoning partly by way of conceffion, and fay
thus, if this objetion were left in it’s full force, fo far as to afcribe the falvation of
chriftians, to pure divine favour without merit, I do not fee any evil confequence
fromit: For it isthe defign of God in his gofpel, that man fhould not have the
raife or merit of his own falvation afcribed to himfelf,. but that < he that glories
ould glory in the Lord,” 1Cor.i 31. and thatall the honour of our falvation and hap-
pinefs fhould be attributed to God alone. We are all finnersinthe fightof God : “ There
is none righteous, no, not one :” Rom. iii. 10. And if by the fecret methods of his
providence and {pecial favour, he has trained up fome perfons in the knowledge and
belief of the truth, without much enquiry or labour of their own in fearching for
it, and if he has by his own Spirit wrought powerfully in their hearts, and made this
religion, in which they were educated, effectual to ch their corrupt natures, to
form their hearts and lives to holinefs, and to fit them for the heavenly world, let
his name and his grace be for ever adored. ¢ Who is it has made us to differ 2 What
have we, even the beft of us, that we have not received ?* 1 Cor.iv. 7. This is
the language which the word of God teaches: For the time and place and family
wherein we were born, all the outward and inward helps we enjoy, all the advan-
tages which we have above others, are owing entirely to rich and free mercy, and
therefore God will not allow his people any room or ground for boafting. :
. Itisevident to the world, and muft be univerfally acknowledged, that the great
God, the maker and Lord of all, may appoint the birth and habitation of his. crea-
tures
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"tures in what nation, in what houfhold, on what fpot of earth he pleafes: and yet
-this very appointment will make a vaft difference between fome mortals and. others

in their advantages for knowledge and falvation. Now if this almighty and fove-
vereign God in the courfe of his providence, pleafe to give me a birth in Greas Bri-
tain, where the religion of Fefus is profeffed, and give birth to others in the wilds of
America, where the true God is not known, what injuftice is there in his condué ?
If he train me up by the divine impreflions of his grace, in the religion which I re-

-ceived from my chriftian fathers,. to a fitnefs for the heavenly world, while the ame-

rican favages are left almoft as ignorant as the brutes, through their own univerfal
negle@ to improve their reafoning powers, “ who fhall fay uato God, what doft
thou?”” Let my foul adore him with all humble thankfulnefs, and with-ardent love
for his diftinguifhing mercy, and leave the judge of all the earth to account with the
americans : He will do them no wrong. - '
Anfwer II. But, in the fecond place, I anfwer, however fome deifts may have been -
more laborious in their fearch after the true religion, than feveral chriftians have

-been, who have believed the gofpel at firft becaufe their parents taught them fo, yet
I believe it will never be found that any deift, who has renounced the gofpel; has

arifen to thofe degrees of fincere piety, in his devotion toward God, and fincere -
love to his fellow-creatures, as thefe chriftians have arrived at. - '
Doubtlefs, there are many believers in the name of Chrif?, who were never acquain- -
ted with any of the principles or objections of the deifts, who never had any fcruple
in their thoughts about the truth of chriftianity, and never troubled themfelves to
fearch whether their religion: were true or no: Butthe grace of God has made the
belief of this religion in which they were born and-educated, effectual to change their
hearts, to fanity their natures, to make them hate every, fin, to draw out their love -
to God and their neighbour, to fill them with every virtue and every pious difpofi-
tion, and to fit them for the facred employment and the bleflednefs of heaven: And
this is an inward, a (olid and ratienal teftimony and evidence of the divine origis -
nal of chriftianity, aslhave proved at large in the feveral firft difcourfes both of my
firft and fecond volumes of fermons, publithed fome years ago. This inward ex-
perience of the fan&ifying power of the gofpel, efpecially where it rifes to a high

" degree, is a juft, and effectual, and conftraining conviction to them, that the gof-

pel of Chrif is true.  « He that believes has the witnefs in himfelf,” 1 Jobn v. 10.
Thefe chriftians, even though of the meaner and-lower rank of underftanding, ar.
rive at fuch divine virtues as the deift with all his pretences to reafon and knowledge
never arrived at.  Thus the great God honours the facred religion, that he has given
to men with the produce of that fincere piety, in plain, humble, and unlearned
chriftians, which is not to be found amongft infidels; hereby their faith is confirmed,
and hereby they are fitted for the heavenly felicity. '
Anfwer III. But, to cutoff all other pretences at once, I think we may dare to af-
firm, as I have. intimated before, that if any difbeljever of the gofpelof Cbriff in
Greal Britain, with his utmoft labour.of foul, with great Watchl%lnefs, humility,
and fervent prayer, feeks after the knowledge of the truth by all proper means, and .
at the fame time practifes with an exa¢tand careful confcience, all the duties that he

" can find out by the light of reafon, he will certainly be led into the belief of the

truth: He will have fuch abundant evidence of the gofpel of Cbriff given to him, as

fhall turn him from an infidel into a chyiftian, and.I give thefe reafons for it.
Reafon I. God himfelf has promifed in his word, thac a diligent, humble, and faith<
ful enquirer after true wifdom, that is, religion, and the-knowledge of God, fhall not
be
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* -be difappointed, but fhall obtain his end. This is the evicent pur?ort and intent of
Aeveral fcriptures cited before, Prov.ii. 4.  If thou fearcheft for wifdom as for
-hidden treafures, and lifteft up thy voice to the Lord for underftanding, then fhalt
thou underftand the fear of the Lord.” Ecclef. ii. 26. ¢ For he giveth to thofe
‘that are good in his fight, wifdom, underftanding, and knowledge.” Lake xi.
-9y 13. ¢ Seek and ye fhall find, afk and it fhall be given you,” Fobn vii. 17.
¢« If any man will do the will of God, then fhall he know concerning the doétrine
.of Chrif, whether it be of God or no.” Fam. i. 5. ¢ If any man want wifdom, let
him afkit of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it fhall
‘be given him,” The blefled God who makes fuch promifes asthefe, remembers
them well, and will not fail to accomplith them to the fincere enquirer, and the
humble petitioner.

Reafon II. God has confirmed the religion of his Son ¢fus, with the awful fan&ion

of a moft dreadful curfe,. ¢ He that believeth not fhall be damned ;"> Mark xvi. 16.
Now an infinitely gracious God will not fuffer a humble, zealous and honeft enquirer
after himfelf, in the midft of gofpel-light, to run intofuch pernicious errors as to in-
cur an eternal curfe.  His mercy therefore will certainly irradiate humble and fincere
fouls with a heavenly fun-beam, and effe€tually fecure them from final unbelief and
damnation. It is God himfelf has wrought in them this honefty of heart, this fin-
cere zeal of enquiry, and he will fulfil the work of his own hands, and lead them
into truth and peace. ,
. Reafon III. The light of nature, which the deift profefles to take for his guide, if duly
followed, will certainly lead him to believe the gofpel: For it will powerfully incline
a honeft mind to believe, that a religion which is fo worthy of all the perfe&ions
of God, and fo fuited to all the neceflities of man, a religion fo divinely attefted by
prophecies before, and by miracles afterward, and furrounded with other powerful
arguments, muft needs come from God; fince the light of nature affures him, that
the God of truth will never fuffer fuch heavenly feals to be fet to a falfehood or an
impofture : For if it be an impofture it comes from hell, and God would never let
it bear the manifeft fignatures of heaven.

Upon this view of things, it appears to me pretty clear and conclufive, thata
deift in Great Britain who is really fincere, and perfevering in his enquiries after the
truth, will fooner or later become a chriftian, and that the mercy of God will never
fuffer him to live and die an infidel.

Quesrtion VIL

“ ‘O all unbelievers-in all ages, fall under that fentence of damnation ? If we
o had lived in Fudea in the days of Cbriff, and had feen the miracles with our
eyes which Cbhrift is faid to have wrought, we mi§ht have perhaps found evidence
enough in them to have believed the gofpel : Surely that dreadful curfe, which you
fpeak of, can be pronounced only againft thofe who refifted their eye-fight, and
would notbelieve it: But the cafe is quite altered at this diftance of time and place,
when we have only an account of thefe wonders delivered down to us in books, which
were faid to be done almoft feventeen hundred years ago *.”

' To

7 ® See an undeniable and convincing proof of the *¢ reafonablenefs of believing the hiftory of the gcf-
pel, though written fo long ago, and the * unreafonablencis of infidelity,” in an excelleat fermon latcly
Rublithed by dolor Hilliam Harris ' .
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To this I anfier, it muft be granted, that as feveral of the miracles of Chrif were
performed in the fight of multitudes, fo thofe perfons who had the happinefs to be
eye and ear-witnefles of them, inthat one refpect, have fome advantage. for faith be-
yond thole who live in diftant ages: Butif we fhould enter into'a detail of this en-

: qui?', it may be we fhould find that the men of letters in this nation, and in our day,
av

are favoured with more advantages for faith, and feveral other fprings of evidence
which compenfate the lofs of that one : And upon the whole furvey and juft balance

of things, comparing®heir times with our’s, perhaps it would appear, that we in

this age have equal or fuperior reafons for the belief of the gofpel, beyond what moft
of them enjoyed, who lived in the time of Chriff or his apoftles.. To this end let us -
attend to the following confiderations.

Confideration I. Though there were feveral perfons blefled with the actual fight of
many of thefe miraculous works, yet there were alfo multitudes who lived in the age
of miracles, who perhaps never had opportunity to be aual eye-witnefles of one
fingle miracle wrought by Cbrift or his apoftles. Herod had long defired it, and yet
it was notgranted him, Lukeix. 9. Many there were who afked our faviour to
thew them a fign from heaven, but he did not think proper to gratify their humour;

- nor was it fic that figns and wonders fhould bs made too common: Sometimes he

roves their curiofity, and calls them ¢¢ a wicked and adulterous generation, proba-
bly becaufe he knew their obftinate and cavilling temper, that they derided hig
preaching, and did not give due credit to the many undeniable reports that were made
concerning his miracles, and therefore he would fhew them no new ones.
- Obferve farther, that as there were many in the days of Chriff, who never beheld
one of his miracles altually wrought, fo it is moft probable there were multitudes
who never faw above one or two ofg them: There were but comparatively few of the
fame perfons, who happened to be often actually prefent, and were eye-witneffes of
very many of thefe different wonders; for though they were not done in a corner,
yet they were wrought in diftant towns and villages, where not a quarter of the
fame perfons could be prefent. As for their knowledge of the reft of thefe miracles,
which their own eyes faw not, it muft be conveyed to them by the report and tefti-
mony of others : And perhaps thefe reports might not be always fo juft, fo exact,
fo authentic as the narratives which we enjoy, becaufe thefe were committed to
writing by the apoftles themfelves who faw them.
It is probable alfo that few of thofe perfons who lived in the days of our faviour;
had ever fo large, fo particular and fo complete an account, as we have of all the
various miracles which are tranfmitted down to us in the hiftories of the gofpel.
- If then many of them never faw one miracle, if thofe who faw one or two, muft
come at the knowledge of the reft of  the miracles of Chrift the fame way that we do,
that is, by report, and if we have a much larger and more complete account of them,
than moft of the Fews were favoured with, and that by as fure and credible a report,
that is, by the writing of eye-witneffes, I would humbly enquire whether this may
not compenfate, if not overbalance their advantage who lived in that age, even
though they faw a miracle or two with their own eyes. :

Surelyall that collection of the miraculous works of Chrif, and the gifts of the blefled
Spirit to the apoftles, whereby wonders were wroughtinfeveral nations for many fuccef-
five years, which isconveyeddown to us by early and authentic records which arenot

" charged with forgery, and which are the fureft prefervers of aancient faéts, may at

this diftance of time, lay as ftrong a foundation for our-faith, and give us as juft
an
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anevidence to the gofpel of Chriff, as the two or three miracles, or perhaps fome
{ingle one, which was the moft that might be feen by a great part of their co-
DOTaries. ) . "
. The fame fpirit of cavil and unbelief, which reigns now in the hearts of men,
and makes fo warm an oppofition to the light which attends the gofpel in our day,
would, in all probability, have vented itfelf even under the very blaze and fplendor
of thefe divine operations. They could have found fome philofophical contrivance
- for the folution of the heavenly wonder ; they could find reafens to doubt of fome of
the circumftances of the faft; they could fufpec that the blind or deaf, or dead
perfon did not pafs under fufficient fcrutiny before he was healed or raifed, that they
might be affured he was really deaf, blind or dead. And. thus a miracle or two
would not have convinced their own eye-fight. In fhort, it is too evidently true, in
every age, what our blefled faviour fays in his age, that ¢ they who will not hear
Moufes and the prophets, neither will they believe if one rofe from the dead,” ZLuke
xvi. 3I. '
Bu?é it is time to proceed to the fecond confideration, to fhew that the men of en-
quiry in our day, have probably as ftrong an evidence of the truth of the gofpel, as
they might have had if they had lived in the days of Chrif.

Confideration II. Let it be obferved, that there were fome predictions of
the ancient prophets relating to the gofpel, which have been fuliilled fince our
faviour went ta heaven : Particularly the unbelief of the Fews, and their being
rejeted out of God’s favour, and the multitudes of gentiles flocking in to
Cbriff. There have been fome prophecics fpoken by our faviour himfelf, which have
been fince accomplifhed in the deftruction of Ferufalem, and the calling of the gentile
church, the perfecutions of the apoftles, the crucifixion of St. Peter, &c. There
have been alfo other predictions of the apoftles and apoftolic men fulfilled fince that
time, wviz. the nature, the principles, and the rife of anti-chrift, which was fore-
- told both by St. Paul and St. Jobn, the binding of St. Paul at Ferufalem, the uni-
verfal dearth in the days of Claudius Cefar, both predicted by Agabus, &c. All
which joined together, give an additional ftrength to the evidence of chriftianity in
our day. .

Confideration III. Reflett alfo on the amazing fuccefs of the gofpel among the
nations: How it gained furprifing victories over great men and philofophers, how it
made it’s way through armies and palaces, how it triumphed over the oppofition of
enemies, the laws of princes, the torments and terrors of fword and fire, the utmoft

of men, and the fpite of devils, over the craft of the heathen priefts, the mad-
nefs and fuperftition of the people ; and all this without the force of arms, without
the powers of human learning and rhetoric, without the baits and a!lurements of this
life, and without any of thofe aids which are wont to be thought neceflary among
men, for the propagation of a new religion. Saurely this prodigious fuccefs and
victory of the gofpel, can be imputed rationally to nothing elfe but the finger of
God; and it diffufes a new brightnefs and evidence around the religion of Fefus,
beyond what thofe who lived in the days of Chrif could fee or know.

- - Confideration IV. Letit be remembered too, that this religion has now ftood the
teft of the moft fevere and critical enquiries of it’s adverfaries: It has been fearched
and tricd by the men of learning and wit and reafon in the feveral nations of the

. ' ‘ earth,
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earth, for almoft feventeen hundred years; and certainly a religion which has been
brought to the teft fo often, and paffed through fuch ftrict inquifitions, and yet ftill
maintains it’s ground, and that not only among the lower part of mankind, but
among men of unbiafled minds, freedom of thought, and equal fenfe and reafon to
the beft of it’s enemies, fuch a religion, I fay, may juftly be fuppofed to have ac-
quired fome further ftrength of evidence hereby.

Confideration V. To all the other confiderations this may be added, that perhaps
the internal and innate evidences of the truth of the gofpel, were never fetin fo
powerful and convincing a light as in the prefent age : I mean fuch as arife from the
excellency of it’s doctrines and precepts, rules and motives, from it’s perfect confor-
mity to all the principles of natural religion, and from it’s fupplying all the defeé&s
thereof, irom it’s happy correfpondence with all the perfetions ot God, and it’s all-
fufficient relief of the wants and miferies of fallen man, from it’s manife(t tendency to
the honour of God, and the well-being of man both here and hereafter, above all the
religions that ever were known, believed or profefled through all ages of the world.
I can hardly fuppofe that ever this fort of evidence for chriftianity was ever difplayed
in any former age, in fo largeand full, fo regular and harmonious a manner, as has
been done by fome of the ingenious chriftian writers of this age. And, in my opi-
nion, this evidence may be accounted equal to the mere eye-fight of one or two leffer
miracles, at leaft in the efteem of the men of elegant thought and refined reafon,
fuch as our modern unbelievers would fain appear. :

Upon the whole, though itbe granted, that the evidence of the gofpel of Chrift
as it ftands in our day, doth not arife quite fo high, nor give quite fo ftrong a foun-
dation for our faith, as it did for the faith of the apoftles, who faw moft of his
mighty works, and converfed with him, and of fome of the Fews who had the beft
advantages in the days of Chbriff; yetI can hardly think it’s prefent evidence to be
inferior to what the generality of the Fews and gentiles enjoyed in primitive times.

But fuppofe Ifhould not have exaétly adjufted thofe proportions of light and evi-
dence, between former and later days, yet we muft affirm this to the honour of chrif-
tianity and the gofpel, and we may do it with juftice and truth, that wherefoever it is
publifhed with all it’s proper teftimonials around it, it carries with it evenin our
day,. a very fufficient evidence to every ftudious and faithful enquirer. For if it
were poffible for a humble and fincere foul, under all thefe advantages, not to fee fuf-
ficient reafon to believe the gofpel, this would be a heavy impeachment of the evi-
_dence and honour of chriftianity, -and confequently of the care of Chrift, for the
propagation and fupport of his church; it. would look as though he had not provi-’
ded his own doétrine with fufficient proofs and arguments, to enlighten and perfuade
a honeft mind to embrace it; it would be an imputation upon the general goodnefs
of God, as though he had appointed a religion, to continue through all ages to the
end of the world, and yet had not furnifhed it with light and demonftration fufficient
to convey it through the feveral fucceffions of time.

I think therefore it may be maintained, that the dreadful curfe which is fo often re- -
peated by the hiftorians of thelife of Chrif, and which our faviour pronounces, when he
was juft leaving the world, upon thofe who fhould not believe his gofpel, where it is
publifhed with proper evidence, is not confined merely to the days of miracles, but
but that it is a part of the great gofpel-commiffion which he gave to his apoftles,
and which ftands good fo long as Chrift promifed to be with his minifters and follow-
ers,. that is, ¢ to the end of the world,” Matth. xxviii. 20. AMark xvi. 16, And

Vou. IL ‘ Trte the’
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the guilt of rejeting it muft always, in the nature of things, bear a proportion to
the light and evidence withwhich it is recommended, whetherin the primitive or the
modern ages. For as all that rejected the doctrine of Cbriff in the primitive times,
did not lie under equal guilt, becaufe they had not equal evidence, fo there may be
ﬁreat variety, in the degreesof the guilt of thofe who reject the gofpel in the pre-
ent age, according to their various advantages of underftanding and means of
knowledge. But I fear thofe who renounce and deride the higheft evidence of the
gofpel in this prefent day, have a dreadful account to give at laft, nor do Iknow
how they will fkreen themfelves from the heavy and eternal weight of that folemn
curfe.

The great God is wife and righteous, and full of mercy, and he would never
have pronounced fuch a painful and terrible fentence, as damnation upon unbelievers
in fo many parts of his word, if he had not well known that no man can utterly re-
ject chriftianity, attended with it’s proper evidence, but he muft indulge fome cri-
minal and perverfe turn and temper of mind, he muft be influenced by fome very
culpable prejudices, and fuch obftinacy as deferves death and vengeance *. Cbrijt
himfelf not only intimates this often, but plainly exprefies it in that folemn denunci-
ation from God, jobniii. 18, 19. ¢« He that believeth not is condemned already,
becaufe he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And
this is the condemnation, thatis, this is the hainous guilt that deferves condemnation,
““that light is come into the world, and men love darknefs rather than light, becaufe
their deedsare evil.” That God who fearcheth the hearts of men, imputesittoa
fecret love to vice, that men are unwilling to be convinced of a religion, that re-
proves and forbids the practice of it. I would hope this is not always the cafe, but
itis very plain that it is often fo.

However, it is a bold and dangerous thing, for a creature to venture to expofe
himfelf to the curfe of God, by renouncing the faith and religion of Fefus, his be-
loved Son, which is fupported by fuch fhiningevidence, and guarded with fo folemn
and formidable a fanétion. .

But after all, if there can be found any fuch perfons, that will ftill make pretences
to a fincere enquiry after truth, and folemnly declare that they have been upright,
honeft, humble and diligent, according to the defcriptions of fincerity before given,
and yet that they cannot believe the chriftian religion, becaufe they have not been
able to find fufficient evidence or convi&ion of the truth of it, we muft leave them
to that God, who is the only fearcher of hearts, and who will make it appear that he
is a righteous judge, and not unmerciful to thofe who have any reafonable pretences
to mercy.

But cht them fee to it, that their caufe is good, and that their own hearts do not

* deceive them, in their pretences to fincere enquiry. ¢ The heart is deceitful above

all things, and defperately wicked, who can know it #” Fer. xvii. 9. If the great

Lord and judge of all at laft, fhall make it appear to their confciences with dreadful

evidence, that they have failed in their pretences, and been wofully infincere in their
fearches after truth, all their hope is loft and cut off for ever, for they have refufed
- the

* Damnation is threatened to thofe who believe not the gofpel, Mark xvi. 16. noram I allowed to
foften the threatening which the gofpel has pronounced : 1t feems to me to be a very great reproach, which
men calt upon Chriff, to fuppofe that he fhould fet forth a religion, to be received on pain of damna-
tion, and yet that a fincere man may fee no reafon to believe it. I think every man fhould be cautious
?wﬂhe talks of fincerity again plain feriptare, which he has opportunity to know and confider. Mr.

. &

. L



Sedt. III. A caveat againft infidelity. so%

the gofpel and promifes of grace, they have counted the bloud of the Son of God an

unholy thing, and renounced the only atonement for fin.

QuesTron VIIL

UT why muft only one religion be the true? Why may there not be many true
B religions ? May not the blefled God be well pleafed with that great variety of
worfhip and honours, which are paid him by his creatures in this lower world, even
as a mafter of a family, ora prince is well pleafed with variety of fervices paid him
by his officers, fubjeéts, and fervants in their different ftations in the family or king-
dom: Thus while every one endeavours to ferve and pleafe God his creator, will he
not accept them, though they pra&ife religion in very different forms, and worthip
him even with contrary rites and ceremonies? Why may he not be beft pleafed with
praife and homage offered by his intelligent creatures, in a vaft variety of ftrains and
modes, fince he has made the irrational creation, on purpofe to be honoured by
their varieties of voice and action. .

Anfwer I. Let us confider what are the greateft part of thefe different forms of
worfhip and religion, which men pra&ife, and we fhall find very few of them are
fuch, as can lay any tolerable claim to God’s favour.

In all the four quarters of the world, except Europe, the bulk of mankind are
heathens. All the large nations of Africa, except the north-eaft and the northern
coafts, moft of the northern and eaftern parts of Afia, fo far as we know, together
with the natives of all America, worfhip idols, and not the one true God. They
‘adore either the fun or moon, or the fouls of their heroes and anceftors, or devils,
or fome fabulous deities, or ftrange images of the invention of their priefts, or the
appointment of their kings: And even the northern fhores of Europe, where the
Laplanders dwell, are filled with the fame idolatry. Now can you think it becom-
ing the great and blefled God, to accept that worfhip, where he himfelf is not the
objeft of it ? Will the jealous and dreadful God, ¢ who will not give his name to
another, nor his glory to graven images,” I/ai. xlii. 8. will he be pleafed with abo-
minable idolatries, and the worfhip of falfe Gods? Thefe religions are contrary to
the very light of nature ; for a moderate exercife of their reafon, would thew them
the one eternal God, ¢ who made heaven, and earth, and all things, he is not far
from every one of them, yet they will not feek and feel after him,” A&s xvii. 24,
27. but go on thoughtlefs in the way of their education, and perfift in ftupid and
brutal ignorance: Surely that God, who hath made idolaters fmart terribly, under
the rod of his jealoufy and indignation, in former nations and ages, ¢ will be revealed
in flaming fire, and take vengeance on them, who will not know him.” 2 Thef.
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