
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.com/books?id=CERpAAAAcAAJ


4474

aaa.70







1

1





4474.
aaayo



CH R I S T

Τ Η Ε .

GREAT GIFT OF GOD:

AND THE

NATURE OF FAITH IN HIM.

By the Rey. Mr. MAXFIELD.

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and

precious promiſes, that by theſe you might be

partakers of the divine nature, & c . 2 Pet. i . 4 .

Unto you therefore which believe he is precious,

1 Pet . ii.
7

LONDON,

Printed : and Sold by G. Keith, in Gracechurch-Street;

M. Lewis , in Paternofter-Row ; E. DANSON , the Cor

ner of Gutter Lane, Cheapfide , and at Mr. MAXFIELD'S

Chapel, in Ropemaker's -Alley, Little-Moorfields.

MDCCLXX

[PRICE SIX PENCE )



?

!!}☺

!

MUS

i



O

John iii . 16 .

For. God ſo loved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whoſoever

believeth on him , ſhould not periſh, but

have everlaſting life.

UR Lord, in the beginning of this chap

ter, teacheth Nicodemus the abſolute

neceſſity of his being born again , before

he could enter into the kingdom of God , name

ly , the kingdom of his grace below, and the

kingdom of his glory above. He Thews him

the neceſſity of faith in his death, verſe 14 .

“ And as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wil

derneſs, even ſo muſt theſon of man bé lifted

up , "—that whoſoever believeth on him , fhould

not periſh, but have everlaſting life ; and pointed

out to him the firſt moving cauſe — the love of

God to man : and ſhews him the great ſpiritual

privileges of all his true diſciples.; negatively,

they ſhall not periſh ; and poſitively , they ſhall

have everlaſting life.

For our more clearly underſtanding this great,

truth , in which we are all ſo highlyconcerned ,

we may divide it into three parts :

Firſt, the greatneſs of the gift which God

has beſtowed upon us, in giving his only begot

ten Son to die for us : and ,

Secondly, what that believing is, by which

this bleſſing is received : then,

Thirdly,ht
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Thirdly, to Thew what is included in this ever

laſting life, which is the bleſſed privilege of all

true believers .

1

1
4
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2 .

Firſt, The greatneſs of the gift will appear

from the following conſiderations :

1 , God has given his beloved Son, the great

eſt of all his gifts, to ſinful man . 2. All other

mercies will neceſſarily follow , when we believe

that . Chriſt, the fum and ſubſtance of all , is

once given. He that ſpared not his own Son, but

delivered him up for us all, how ſhall be not with

bim alſo freely give us all things ? Rom . viii. 32 .

May he impart unto us now, the light of his

grace, by the power of his Spirit, whereby we

may underliand the things that are freely given

to us of God.

1. Wemay conſider Chriſt given tous, as he

ſtands in relation to God the Father, who, out of

mere love and pity to us, has beſtowedhim on

uś . ( 2 ). The value of this gift God has given.

( 3.) The benefitand bleſſing he is to us, us fin

ners, to whom he isgiven. ( 4. ) The way in

which the wiſdom of God has beſtowed him

on us .

1. Chriſt is given as he ſtands in relation to

God the Father. Mercies are greater or leſs, as

they are more or leſs dear to the giver ; and this

makes the gift thegreater or leſs token oflove

on whom they are beſtowed. How much greater

a gift would a kingdom be, if reſigned and given

by a king, than a part of his riches ? But Chriſt

being given to finners, isfar greater than all,the

kingdoms of heaven and earth, with all the

hofts

het
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hoſts of them : he is God's only begotten Son, his

only begotten Son in whom he is well pleaſed ,

and is in relation to him , 1. As the ſecond per

ſon in the Trinity, being equal to God, and

equally. God withhimſelf. 2. He is God and

man in one perſon , the mediator of the new co

venant. To which of the angels ſaid beat any time;

Thou art my Son ? Heb. i. 5. He is neareſt to

him and deareſt as to likeneſs : no creature is like

him, for he is the brightneſs of his glory, andthe

expreſs image of his perſon ! Heb . i.3. None

could fulfil the will of his Father like him, he

is the firſt - born of many brethren , and heir of all

things. God made all things by him, and without

him was not any thing made that was made. To

him alſo he gave all power in heaven and in earth.

Is there any thing then ſo near to God as Chriſt ?

Thrones, dominions, powers, nay all creation, are

not ſo delightful to him as his only begotten Son ,

in whom he is well pleaſed. In not ſparing him ,

but delivering bim up, he has parted with the

neareſt and deareſt bleſſings he had ; not only the

greateſt he hath beſtowed, but the greateſt he

could beſtow .

. 2. We may conſider the worth of Chriſt and

his value to loft finners. Mercies ought to be

eſteemed according to the greatneſs of their worth .

Wemay fancy things worth our eſteem , when

really they are not. But what is worth our eſteem

like him , or beſide him , from whom alone all

our bleffings both in time and eternity do, and

muſt proceed ?. Who búť Jeſus could pay our

debts, or procure Sur pardon ? Couldany but he

fatisfy divine juſtice ? None but himſelf could

B make
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make an agreement with God for man . He is

the chiefeſt among ten thouſand ; therefore his

blood is precious indeed, and of infinite value . •

He is the greateſt mercy that was ever beſtowed

on ſinners .

3. We may conſider the uſefulneſs of Chriſt

to mankind. Without him all muſt have
pe

riſhed , both ſoul and body , for ever. If a man

had gained the whole world , he could not have

ſaved his own ſoul without Chriſt. Mercies ought

to be valued as they ſtand us in ſtead, and are

uſeful to us. Some things of value may in ſome

caſes be uſeleſs, when things of little value inay be

very uſeful : as an anchor at ſea, bread inthe

wilderneſs, a cordial to the faint, &c . when gold ,

precious ſtones, and honours, would be of no

ſervice, nor relieve our wants . And that is the

greateſt bleſſing which doth the moſt good . Now

can any thing do a man , a ſinful man, that good

which Jeſus can ? Who but he can pay our

debts, or reconcile man to God ? Who but he

can heal the agonies and torments of a fin - ſick

ſoul ? Who, beſides himſelf, can take away the

guilt, the puniſhment, and power of ſin, and

make the ſinner fit for the enjoyment of God ?

None but Jeſus can bring the finners into a ſtate

of eternal glory in the higheſt heavens; wiping

away all tears from the eyes, and filling theſoul

with the fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for ever

more at his right hand in the kingdom of glory

and love. He only can abundantly ſatisfy the

ſoul, who filleth all in all .

4. We may conſider the way in which the

wiſdom of God gave him . He bruiſed him : he

gave
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gave him the bitter cup of his indignation, wher

he offered himſelf with ſtrong cries and tears .

Nay, God himſelf withdrew , and forſook him

in his foreft conflicts. Chriſt alſo was depriv

ed of the divine glory, and was under an

eclipſe of his Father's face : he was without

all 'repute and eſteem , was deſpiſed and re

jected of men, and became a man of ſorrowsand

acquainted with grief; was mocked, ſcourged,

crucified, and Nain by wicked men : yea, he

wreſtled withall the powers of darkneſs, andwith

the wrath of his Father, even as much as all the

fins of the whole world deſerved . For, the Lord

laid upon bim the iniquities of us all; and pro

portioned his wrath thereunto, that by his ſtripes

we might be healed. All this, and much more,

mult Chriſt ſuffer before he could be our com

plete Redeemer, and anſwer that purpoſe and

end for which the Father gave him . So that God

not only gave his Son out of his kingdom and

glory, but delivered him up for us all into the

hand of his enemies, after he had charged all

ourguilt on his head . And all this for ourgood ,

to free us from ſin , that we might again be re

ſtored to his favour and image. Nothing could

coft God ſo much, nothing could coſt Chriſt, ſo

much. The one gave his only begotten Son ;

the other gave his life. When all this is put to

* gether, what is heaven and earth ? What is all

therein, in compariſon of Chriſt, who is already

given? Might it not be ſaid , that it would have

been far leſs expence to the Father, to have made

and given ten thouſand worlds ; nay,
fo

many

heavens, with all their glorious inhabitants, than

1
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to have given bis Son, bis only begotten, beloved

Son ? And if he ſpared not him , how ſhall he

not withbimfreely give us all things ? Therefore,

Secondly, The Father, in giving his Son for

us , has given all other thingswith him ;ſeeing,

all things were made by bim ,and without him was

not any thing made that was made, John i . 3. All

things were created by him and for him , Col. i . 16 .

God's love is primarily fixed on his Son, and

through him, on all the creatures he has made ;

eſpecially on man , the object of his love; for ,

his delights were witb the Sonsofmen, Prov.viii. 31 ,

Through him , JESUS, bis beloved Son, he is well

pleaſed . God could never have been well pleafed

with ſinful man , but in and through his well

beloved Son . Chriſt being the gift of God , it is

in and through him that all temporal as well as

ſpiritual mercies flow to us; all things needful for

this life, as well as for that which is to come.

God has not only given his Son , out of his bo,

fom , into the hands of his enemies, thereby to

come under all hiswrath and indignation , due

to the fins of the whole world , but he has given

him that he might dwell with finners, and be

ſpiritually united to them . Chriſt alone is the

light of the world, therefore what light foever is

received by us , is all from him ; he is ours, as our

advocate, otherwiſe the juſtice of God would

have cut us down as cumberers of the ground long

before this time . He gives ſinners a full intereſt

and property in his Son , and then ſhews them

his love , by , ſhedding it abroad in their hearts,

and imparteth his fan &tifying grace unto them ,

And heis made ofGod unto us wiſdom and righ,

teouſneſs,
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teouſneſs; and fančtification ,and redemption, 1 Cor.

i . 30. Heis given for a covenant to the people, to

open the blindeyes, to bring out the priſonersfrom

the priſon, andthem that ſt in darkneſs out of the

priſon -houſe, Iſai . xlii . 6 , 7. Again he is given to

rule his people, and to be a witneſs to them : Be

hold, Ihave given himfora witneſs to thepeople,a

leader and commander to the people, Iſai. lv. 4. If

God, inmeerlove and mercy to us , has givenhis

Şon thus for us , and to us, how ought we to re

ceive this greateſt of all gifts at his hand, and alſo

to welcome him as the bleſſed of the Lord , both

for his own fake, and for the ſake of him that

gave him , to faye us from death, or from pe

riſhing everlaſtingly ? How dear and precious

will it make both the Father that gave, and the

Son that was given , to every one who ſees theſe

things according to his will ! How acceptable

will pardon be to the ſelf - condemned finner, and

ſanctification to all that feel the plague of inbred

fin , and an evil heart ? When God has ſhewn

theſe marks of his love to us , in giving JESUS

the Son of his love to us , what willhe not give to,

or do for us ? And yet he knows there is ſuch

an unbelieving, unthankful heart in man , that

upon every little trial , or the leaſt flip, or com

ing ſhort in any thing, or even his fhewing us

evil nature, ( which he muſt do in

order to ſave us) we begin to open our hearts to

all the furmiſes, jealouſies, doubts, and fears, that

fatan can bring to our minds ; and from hence

begin to cry out, Hath God forgotten to be gra

çicus ? hath hein anger shut up his tender mercies ?

Pf. lxxvii. 9. But that this miſtruſt ofGod's love

may

our



may have no hold upon us, he has left in our

hands , and ſet before us , this rich pledge, or

furety, this ineſtimable pearl , in the goſpel field,

hisonly begotten Son , and our only friend and

faviour; that looking unto him, and not at our

ſelves, all ſuſpicions may be checked ; for what

ever things we ſtand in need of, he will give.

Nay, we may fee we have in poffeffion already

in Jeſus Chriſt that which is far greater than

what we now are in purſuit of. Whether it be

pardon, holineſs, or heaven , what are all theſe

to God when compared to his well-beloved Son ?

But his firſt deſign , and end, in giving JESUS

to us and for us, was to add all theſe things to

us in due time, that he might delight in us, as

well as love us , and that we might enjoy him ,

wonderful love ! what hath God done for

finners ?

Again , as Jesus is the Life of our foul to ani

mate, and the only principle of ſpiritual life in

the heart, he muſt firſt be received, before we

can have any ſpiritual life within us. As the

body is a dead lump without the ſoul; ſo the

foul is dead before God, till the Lord Jesus

CHRIST, by his quickening Spirit, is received

into the heart. Mightwe not as well expect the

body to have life and motion when the foul is

gone from it, as to expect the heart or ſoul to

be alive to God , where Jesus Christ is not ?

We do not expect thebody to have a little life

in order to prepare for or merit the coming of

the foul into it , even ſo when CHRIST comes

into the heart, he brings all ſpiritual properties,

powers, and bleſſings with himſelf. How is it

then
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then that we ſee ſo clearly, and judge ſo well in

natural things , but are ſo blind anddark in the

things pertaining to the kingdom of God ? O

Lord, open our eyes, that we may ſee the won

ders of thy love in Jesus CHRIST, to the ſinful

ſons of men !

Jesus is the head , the root, and the foun

dation : the head , that he may impart wiſdom

to all hismembers ; the root, that they may de

rive from him fpiritual life, as he ſays, I am the

life, John xiv. 6. again , I came that they might

bave life, and that they might have it more abun

dantly , John X. 10. And he is called the foun

dation , upon which all the ſpiritual houſe or

building is to ſtand, 1 Pet. ii . 4, 5, 6. The elect,

precious corner -ſtone that God has laid in Sion :

and be that believeth on him ſhall not be confounded.

To whom coming (all who ſee their want of him )

as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed indeed of men,

but chofen of God and precious. Ye, (that will

venture your all upon him , and truſt your ſouls

in his hands ) Ye alſo as lively ſtones are builtup a

Spiritual bouſe, an boly prieſthood to offer up fpiri

tual facrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ .

If theſe things are true , then have we good rea

ſon indeed to ſing with the angels at his birth ;

Glory to God in the higheſt, and on carth peace and

good -will towards men, Luke ij . 14 .

It is common among men , when they are

aiming at temporal good, to be delirous of,at

taining the beſt things within their reach ; the

beſt eſtates, the moſt pleaſant places , the greateſt

honour, the richeſt wines and food, the gayeſt

clothing ; and nothing but the beſt and higheſt

within

]
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within their reach will ſatisfy. And they that

are content with leſs (I mean the people of

this world ) it is becauſe they can get no better .

O that there was ſuch à mind as this in all that

profeſs to be followers of the bleſſed JESUS !

then would they begin to ſee, that the only

begotten Son of God, is the chief and beſt of

all God's mercies, and would withdraw their

eye, their heart, and their purſuits, from all

other things, and ſeek him alone with all their

heart, and ſoul, and mind , and ſtrength . For

this reaſon we have that expoftulation, Iſaiah

lv . 2 , 3. Wherefore do you ſpend your money for

that which is not bread ? andyour labour for that

which ſatisfies not ? Hearken diligently to me, and

eat you that which is good, and let your ſoul de

light itſelf with fatneſs : incline your ear, and

come untome : bear, andyour ſoul Mall live, and

I willmake an everlaſting covenant with you , even

the fure mercies of David. All other things be

fides Chriſt, are not bread , will not ſatisfy. We

may waſte our time, and tire ourſelves to the day

of our death , either in the things of the world,

or in religion, and if we have not him we can

not be ſatisfied . But how much better is his love

than wine ? filver and gold are not to be compared

with him . All that have found him are thus

well pleaſed with him , and can fit under his

Shadow with great delight, and his fruit -is ſweet

to their taſte , Cant. ii . 3. Theſe are they whoſe

only happineſs is in feeling this bleſſed truth

ſealed
upon their hearts by his Spirit. My beloved

is mine, and I am his, Cant. ij. 16. Why then

ſhould we let the poor periſhing pleaſures of fleſh

• and
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and blood , of time and ſenſe, keep us from this

only good ? Shall this treacherous world have

our time, our minds, and our hearts ? When

the king of heaven and earth calls us to banquet

with him , and tells us he takes pleaſure in our

beauty ! Shall the world have all our affections,

whilſt Jesus ſtands at the door of our hearts,

knocking, and waiting for admittance till his

locks are wet with the dew of the night? Come,

to him, thou poor, helpleſs, ſelf- condemned,

ſelf - abhorred ſoul, and he will give thee him

ſelf ; and in him thou ſhalt pofſefs all things .

Remember this one thing above all ; begin at

the right end, begin with the right thing. If

Jesus is light and life, then do not expect either,

till thou haſt him . If JESUS only is love and

power, then do not ſpend thy ſtrength in vain ,

nor thy labour for that which ſatisfieth not, in

ſeeking theſe things before thou haſt him . If

CHRIST Jesus is made of God unto us, wiſdom ,

and righteouſneſs, and fanctification and redemp

tion, then. do not expect to have theſe bleſſings

in ány meaſure, till thou haſt faſt hold of him

by faith ; nor to have any thing to abide with

thee that is acceptable in the ſight of God, but

as Chriſt dwells in thy heart by faith . The

world, the fleſh , the devil, the blindneſs and

hardneſs of thy heart, thy ſins, and thine un

belief, will in their turns get advantage over thee,

and tread thee under foot, till thou cakeſt Jesus

for thine all in all . Lay the foundation in and

upon him , and then begin to build thereon. He

is the author as well as the finiſher of our faith .

C .:
Secondly,
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Secondly, Our dear Redeemer, out of love and

pity to loſt ſinners, being given by his Father,

came into this world of miſery, not only to pay

our debt due for ſin , but alſo to teach us the

way, the only way, to be reſtored to his Father's

favour, here, and in the world to come, to ſee

his face with joy. This great and important lef

ſon he has ſummed
up

in theſe words, That who

ſoever believeth on him ſhall not periſh, but have

eternal life. We are now at preſent to confine

ourſelves moſtly to conſider what that believing

on him, or faith in his name, is.

A neceſſity lay upon him to accompliſh this

great work of our redemption in fo ignominious

and painful, a way as the death of the croſs,

which he knew would be a ſtumbling-block to

his diſciples ; and therefore while he remained

with them , his great care was to remove that

offence as far as poſſible out of their way , 1. By

Thewing them the expediency and neceſſity of

his dying that ſhameful death . 2. By his often

telling them that he ſhould riſe again the third

day. 3. By the many miracles he daily wrought

before them , as might fully convince them of

his all -fufficient power to do all things; for the

giving ſight to the blind, and raiſing the dead ,

was enough to give them to underſtand who he

Yet we find how often their faith was

ready to fail : the principles of natural reaſon

and ſenſe ſo ſtrongly aſſaulted them , that we fee

their faith more than once tottered and reeled

like a drunken man ! He was obliged again

and again to repeat his miracles , whereby he

might appeal to their ſenſes, in order to ſettle

was.

their
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ce

1 , their minds before they would hearken to what

he had to ſay to them pertaining to his king

dom .—Andhow much of this we find
among

he them after he roſe from the dead ! May wenot

ſay that his boſom friends were the laſt that

would believe his being riſen from the dead ?

How little effect had the account which the wo

men told the eleven , when they came from the

? fepulchre, that they had ſeen the Lord , and that

he was riſen from the dead : for their words

$ ſeemed to them as idle tales, Luke xxiv . II .

Again the two men going to Emmaus, ver. 13.

How little did they believe of his being alive

again , till he opened their eyes while breaking

bread with them : and when they returned to

Jeruſalem, and told this alſo to the eleven , it was

not much believed by them, till Jesus ſtood in

the midſt of them, and ſaid unto them , Peace be

unto you. ver. 36. And after this, when all the

diſciples bore their teſtimony (together with the

women that had ſeen him ) to Thomas, he wil

fully hardened his heart, and ſaid unto them ,

except I ſhall ſee in his hands the print of the nails,

and putmy finger into the print of the nails,and

thruſt my band into his fide, I will notbelieve,

John xx . 25 .
And after he had diſtreſſed him

ſelf a whole week with his obſtinate unbelief,

Jesus indulged him with allowing him to ſee

and feel him; but ſharply reproved him , when

he did believe, ſaying, doſt thou now believe be

cauſe thou haſt ſeen ? bleſſed are they that have not

ſeen and yet have believed. He not only upbraids

Thomas with not believing without ſeeing, but

all the diſciples, as they had all fallen into the

C 2 fame

1

1

!



t

fame ſnare before. And herein our Lord ſeems ·

to teach us what we ought to receive, and what

to reject, in order that our faith in him may not

be moved at any time . And what our Lord ſaid

to Thomas, ſeems niuch to open and clear the

way, that we may plainly underſtand what he

would, and what he would not have us to re

ceive as faith , or ingredients thereof, We may

conſider what that believing is , witbout hght,

that the Lord Jesus pronounces bleſſed.

The direction and conſolation herein ſeems to

be both great and ſweet, mixt with the moſt

bleſſed cordials a ſoul can defire ; bleſſednefs to all

that ſo believe, and receive it juſt as CHRIST

himſelf has made it. And that is , ( 1. ) What

it is to believe without ſeeing. ( 2. ) Wherein

ſuch believing makes a perſon bleſſed .

And , Firſt, With regard to hght, of which

there ſeems to be three forts mentioned in ſcrip

ture, 1. That of the natural ſight. 2. That

which is called rational. 3. A ſpiritual fight.

All theſe, and each of them, our Lord ſeems

not to allow in the great work of believing, left

when he ſhould deal with us not according to

their teſtimony, our faith ſhould be wounded ;

but his will is that this our faith ſhould never

ſtagger at any time.

1. Natural fight is ſometimes taken for vi

ſion, or bodily fight; fometimes for the exer

ciſe of our other ſenſes, ſuch as hearing, feeling,

&c. and theſe he commands not to be conſidered

in believing . Touching, ſeeing, & c . are all

called ſeeing, Becauſe thou haſt feen, thou haft be

lieved. And though the ſeeing here related only
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to CHRIST's body, riſen, yet what our Lord ſays

includes all believers, that they might not de

pend on thoſe things that will hinder them in

believing. That which Chriſt aims at is this ;

when we fee our promiſe of the good we ſtand

in need of, and he has wrought a deſire in the

heart after it, he would not have us judge of the

probability or improbability of our attaining it, as

ſenſible things may agree or diſagree therewith ;

for example, the words of our text, He that be

lieveth shall not periſh, but have everlaſting life.

When all things within and without ſeem to

go and be as we could with them , we may think

we have good reaſon to believe, and not in the

leaſt to ſuſpect but Chriſt fully intends to be as

good as his word. But if he ſees it expedient to

try us, by taking away from us ſenſible creatures

and comforts, and leave nothing in view but his

promiſes, how foon is the faith of many of us

brought to a very low ebb ? And inſtead of being

ſtrong in faith , that wemay give glory to God,

we are preſently troubled with a cloud of unbe

lieving thoughts, and are ready to give up all as

gone for ever, and as though all the promiſes of

God ſhould fail, and he had forgotten før, ever

to be gracious ! Thus we find many in the Old

Teſtament as well as in the New, fail in this

point and place.- Jacob , afraid to meet his bro

ther , though God had commande
d
him to re

turn to the land of his fathers, and to his kingdom ;

and I will be with thee, Gen. xxxi. 3 . Lot faid

he ſhould die before he got to the mountain

whereunto the Lord had command
ed

him to flee,

tho' he had juſt ſaved him from ſo great a death .

David



David cries out, I ſhall one day periſh by the

hand of Saul , though he was anointed to be

king by God's command, and ſaid in his haſte

all men are liars; Samuel among the reſt, who

had anointed him . How many marks of un

belief does St. Paul give us of the people of

Ifrael, during their pilgrimage in the wilderneſs;

and tells us they were all written for our admo

nition ; not that we might follow after, but fly

from the like evil ; and never judge of God's ful

filling his promiſes according as it may appear

to the fightof our eye.

2. That which is called rational, or natural

reaſon : this is alſo to be ſeparated from believing.

1. ) We ſhall conſider what it is . ( 2. ) How it

is to be ſeparated from believing.

1. It is a certain evidence of the truth of things,

and their coming to pafs according to the prin

ciples of nature, and the conclufions that rea

fon gives, we moſtly rely upon ; and this we

call feeing things by natural reaſon . For in

ſtance, we expect when the ſun riſes, that light

will come , and thedarkneſs go away ; and when

the fun begins to ſhine more directly upon the

earth , the beauty of the ſpring will appear,

and

the dearth and gloomineſs of the winter will be

gone, &c. and that ſuch and ſuch cauſes will

produce ſuch and ſuch effects, and natural rea

fon will allow nothing more ; and what it can

not underſtand, it will not allow to be poſſible,

though God ſhould ſay it .

2. In conſidering how reaſon is to be ſepa

rated from believing, we muſt not conceive a

man to be without reaſo:, for then he would

be
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be altogether incapable of believing. It is the ne

ceſſary work of reaſon , even in believing, to

draw proper concluſions from adequate cauſes.

For inſtance, if Chriſt tells us, he that believeth

on him shall not periſh, but have everlaſting life,

it is impoſſible to believe this without the uſe of

reaſon . It muſt be underſtood, or it could not

be believed ; there muſt be ſome ground for be

lieving it, foniething that the mind dependsupon,

and that is, God ſpeaks it, who is able to bring

it to paſs, and is faithful and true, and will do

it ; and as we are to give a reaſon of our hope or

faith , we muſt have reaſon for it . -

But where natural reaſon would judge and

conclude of events in the things of God, only ac

cording to the effects of natural cauſes, this the

mind mult deny, and not once look to the power

of nature, whether it can or cannot be performed

by its power. In believing divine truthş, God

and his word only are to be conſulted, and de

pended upon. And in believing the promiſes of

God , the concluſions that nature would make,

from her cauſes, muſt not once be hearkened to ;

either for or againſt . She is always perſuading

the mind to judge of God's word and work, ac

cording asthings appear in her fight. Now when

all ſeemsto go well, ſhe wouldhave the ſoul be

lieve without a doubt, not altogether becauſe

God has promiſed , but partly on God's promiſe,

and partly from the fairproſpect before the na

tural eye . The ſcene is afterwards changed, and

there is nothing but God's word to depend upon.

Then nature cries out , it cannot be, all our hopes

are come to an end. Here Moſes cries out (be

cauſe the rock by nature could not yield water )

re
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re rebels, muſt I fetch water out of the rock

And by his looking to the power of the rock ,

and not to the word of God, he loft his tem

poral Canaan . Here Nicodemus cries out, Hoze

can a man be born when he is old ? &c . How can

theſe things be ? And as ſoon as Peter regarded

the winds and waves, and not altogether his

maſter that bid him come, he began to fink .

The diſciples alſo conſult with death and the

grave, whether their Lord and Maſter could ful.

fil his own word, in riſing again . But Abra

ham, who conſulted not, but ſtopped both his

ears to all that nature could ſay, gave glory to

God : for be conſidered not his own body being dead,

nor yet the deadneſs of Sarah's womb. God had

faid , and that was all that he would hearken to ,

and he obtained the promiſe, and it was account .

ed unto him for righteouſneſs : and by this only

he gaineda good report, And this will bear up

all the followers of Jesus to the end of their

Face.

3 . There is a ſpiritual ſeeing often mentioned

in the ſcriptures ; this alſo muſt not be made an

ingredient in our faith or believing. This fpi

ritual ſight is ſometimes uſed in fcripture for

knowledge, ſpiritual diſcerning, God's revealing

unto the ſoul the ſecrets and myſteries of his

kingdom ; this is what David prayed for, when

he ſaid , Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold

the wonders of thy law . Atother times it is taken

for ſpiritual ſenſe, or feeling God's comfortable

preſence and power upon the heart, as God's

jhedding his love abroad in the heart by the Holy

Gboft - His lifting up the light of his countenance ---

Shewing his face- Tafting and ſeeing how good

the
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the Lord is. This is ſpiritual ſenſe, or experi

mental feeling of God's love , called ſeeing his

u face. Here we are to remember, that ſpiritual

underſtanding, and ſeeing into the myſteries of

d the goſpel, are abſolutely eſſential to believing.

For as ſalvation comes by faith , and faith by

á hearing, theſe things muſt be underſtood, be

fore they can be believed. But this fpiritual

ļ fight, hearing, or underſtanding, muſt not be

the foundation of faith ; it muſt be only JESUS

and his promiſes.

As to the other ſenſe, when it is taken from

feeling God's comfortable preſence and power

upon the heart by his love being ſhed abroad

there ; this is ſometimes preſent, and at other

times abſent. When preſent, it is God and the

ſoul joined in one, one ſpirit with the Lord, 1 Cor.

i. 17. God embracing the ſoul, and the ſoul

delighting itſelf in God . True fellowſhip with the

Father and with his Son JESUS CHRIST, I John

i . 3. This is true experimental ſenſe. But when

this is abſent from the ſoul, and God fecns as

Job ſays) to hide himſelf, that it is obliged to ſay

with him , Bebold, I go forward, but he is not

there, and backward, but I cannot perceive him :

on the left hand where he doth work , but I cannot

bebold him : be bideth himſelf on the right hand,

that I cannot perceive him , Job xxiii . 8 , 9. The

point is, ought the ſoul to believe or diſbelieve

God and his word, to be true or falſe, as theſe

feelings change in the heart ? Surely no.. But

theſe bleſſed viſits from the Lord , theſe tokens

of his love and ſmiles of his face, are not the ba

fis of faith , nordoes true faith at all depend upon

them : they are not to be looked upon as little

• D
things,

1

T

imed
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things, nor to be ſpoken highly of; they are more

to be deſired than gold, yea, than the fine gold ; '

more to be eſteemed than precious ſtones, or all

that this world can afford . They ought to be

cheriſhed with all joy and thankfulneſs, as being

a taſte of heaven , and a bleſſed means of glori

fying God . Nevertheleſs, it is very dangerous to

fix the foot of faith thereon , or to fix our hope

of future good upon what we feel in our hearts .

Nay , if it be but one part , and as it were one

foot here, and the other on Jesus, his faithfulneſs

and promiſes, this is not ſtanding with both feet

on the rock . He is a jealous God, he will ſuffer

us to be ſhaken ; and we are only, by this, bring

ing trouble upon ourſelves. He will no more

ſuffer us to give the honour of our future ſtand

ing to our experience, than to our faithfulneſs

or good works .

Hear what David ſays on this point; Lord, by

thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to ſtand

ſtrong : Thou didi hide thy face, and I was troui

bled, Pfal. xxx . 7. Can that be a fit foundation

to build upon, that is ſo unſtable and changeable

in itſelf ? Surely no. We ſhould not fix one cor

ner of this building on that ground that can be

ſhaken ; and when God's promiſes and his faith

fulneſs alone, are the whole and fole foundation

that we build upon , we ſtand 'unſhaken upon the

rock, and nothing will be able to move us. Theſe

that ſtand thus, he will comfort with his love

daily. He can truſt them , and they will not put

that truſt in uncertain experiences, that alone

ought to be in the living God . Truſt ye in the

Lord for ever, for in the LordJEHOVAH is

everlaſtingſtrength. But ſome whenthey read

this
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this may ſay , "IfI knew he was my God I might

truſt him .” If ſuch an one cannot take his word

and his oath , and depend upon that, what

can be offered that is more worthy to be de

pended upon ? Others may fay, “ then wicked

perfons may thus believe, and live as they liſt.”

No, not ſo ; all that pretend to have faith , and

live in fin , are only wolves in ſheeps clothing ,

that
cry Lord, Lord ,” but Jesus will ſay to

them at that day, “ Depart from me you that work

iniquity, I know you not. Yet he juſtifies the un

E godly through faith, as will be ſeen hereafter ;

they take hold of Jesus juſt as they are , and be

lieve on him for righteouſneſs and ſalvation : not

to give them a licence for living in fin , but to '

fave them from their fin's . And all that have

not this in view , in believing in him , will as fure

ly be deceived as that he is truth .

Bleſſed are they that have thus believed and

have not ſeen . They have a bleſſed and ſweet

repoſe in all conditions; whatever their dear Lord

· and maſter deals out unto them they take it, as

1 the bread thathe has alſotted them for that day ;

e and thank and love his precious name. They do

not meaſure his love by what appears to the eye

e of ſenſe ; but refting on him , he makes all fear

that has torment, all cares and anxieties to depart

from them. What a bleſſed faith is this ! in com

pariſon of that which is mixed with any of the

beforementioned ſeeings. Theſe do not begin to

think hard ofGod, though he ſhould in love and

very faithfulneſs ſuffer them to be tried even as

Job ; The Lord gives and the Lord takes away,

blefed be the name of the Lord. And again he ſays ,

But be knowvėththe way that I take : when behath

D 2 tried



tried me, Iſhall comeforth as gold, Job xxiii . 10 .

Such was Abraham's quiet reſt in God, when

God ſet him that taſk of giving up his ſon to him ,

and offering him with his own hands ; his eye.

was fixed on this , that God was able (though he

knew not how) to raiſe Iſaac from the dead,Heb.

xi . 19. Had even Abraham regarded the diffi

culties according to circumſtances, he might have

ſtaggered at God's word , and not have done as

he was commanded . Remember this, That God's

commands ; as well as his promiſes, are thus to be

believed in , laid hold upon , and embraced by

them that believe ; and all that are aiming to put

aſunder that which God has joined together, are

only deceiving their own ſouls.

You may ſee manyin our day that talk largely

of the promiſes and believing in them , but do

not like any other part of God's word to be ſet

before them . They are crucifying Chriſt and

parting his garments. They believe in him ( as:

they fay) while they love the world and thethings

ofthe world . They will have ( ſay they) a naked

Chrift : God knows, they have ſtripped him na

ked enough ; and not only fo, but they ſcourge ;

and buffethim with their fins; yet they cry,Hail,

maſter, and kiſs him . They will have a Chriſt

here without his yoke, a Chriſt without his ;

Croſs ; but they that part Chriſt from his yoke :

and his croſs here, will find that he will not let

them have him another day, with his crown .

Is Chriſt divided ? Many of theſe diſciples:

ſpeak Jargely againſt depending on frames and

feelings, and it is no wonder, for they have no

warmth but from their own vain imaginations

the coals that they themſelves have kindled. And

God ſays; theymall lie down in forrow , Ifai. 1. 11 ,

though

1

)
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Nevertheleſs, they that truly believe in him ,

though they have not ſeen , as has been men

tioned, ſhall be bleſſed ; for the mouth of the

Lord hath ſpoken it ; bleſſed with all the bleſſings

of the goſpel of peace, in this world ; and when

the time of their trial on earth is over, they ſhall

be bleſſed with ſeeing him face to face. And even

at this time, they that believe in him according

to his word , inherit the promiſes ; as ſoon as the

conveyance is offered unto them , they take the

poffeffion ; and will ſoon reap all the advantages.

Chriſt ſaid, Abraham rejoiced to ſee my day ; be

ſaw it, and was glad. He took poffeffion of Chriſt

as ſoon as God had promiſed him. Thus let us,

with all the heart and ſoul, believe what we have

not yet feen ; and Jesus and all ſpiritual bleſſings'

will be beſtowed upon us ; and each believer

laying hold of Him , who is everlaſting life; '

may truly fay,

« 0 bleſſed Jesus, how is my heart tranſ

ported at thy name, while I ſee thee my wif

“ dom, myjuftification, my fanctification , and my

all in all. It is in thy name alone in which I '

“ ; truſt. Thou covert from the ſtorm , wherein

my ſoul delights to hide herſelf, and in whoſe

“nobleſt intereſt ſhe is glad to make her boaft.

“ I ſee my guilt all charged upon his head ; this

" augments the debt of gratitude and love, while

“ it removes the debt of guilt from offmy ſoul,

" and cancels all
my fins by his redeeming blood .

“ But I have ſtill a greater debt of gratitude to

pay ; his righteouſneſs, his perfect, finlefs

“ righteouſneſs, is all my own ; my ſoul will

" ſeek , will want no other robe , in that eternal

day. Tranſporting thought ! To pay
this blel

fed debt, he has prepared an eternity for all

believing

>

3
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believing fouls, to behold his unveiled face ;

eyery hour's enjoyment there will demand

" the greateſt gratitude and praiſe. By looking

at him , by believing on him, I feel his great

“ redeemingnameengraved deep upon my heart,

“ the ftamp immortal ; what can blot it out ? O

" thou whom now I feel more near related to

me than all beneath the ſun ,, more dear and

precious to my ſoul than heaven itſelf without :

“ ? thee . And O ! myſtery ofmyſteries, I have

no title, or relation to thee, but as a finner !

poor ſinner, loft and helpleſs without thee ;

" a finner whoſe merit is the loweſt pit.of death

and hell . As fùch I come to thee, as ſuch I

“ believe on thee, as ſuch I caſt my ſoul on thy

“atoning blood for pardon , as ſuch I claim and

« receive thy righteouſneſs alone, O Jesus, JE

HOVAH , dear, REDEEMER, while my heart

« welcomes thee into every part of my foul, I.

“ ſhrink into nothing in thy ſight, and ſtand

" amazed, that thou ſhouldeſt make a ſinful

« wretch like me, a monument of thy free, un '

“ bounded grace . I call nothing my own, as

“ from myſelf, but corruption , miſery, and.guilt ;

" theſe are indeed my own : and yet in this will

“ I rejoice, that Jesus' love, from bence, fhall

“ make my praiſe abound. The wonder of re

“ deeming love ! how far above the ſhallow

thoughts of men ! The cauſe is only found in

" our IMMANUEL's breaft. From thence this

" love to me, an helplefs ſinner, which makes

“ it more than ten thouſand times the greater to '

wraps
it
up in tranſports to the

“ ſkies. And while he takes poffeffion of my

“ _heart, and calls me to communion with him

« felf,

10

my ſoul, and

>
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• felf, he will kindle up the life divine, and im

« print the image of his holineſs in my ſoul, and

“ feed the heavenly flame, till dead to things of

" time and ſenſe ; I live completely bleſt in HIM

ss alone, in Him whoſe heart is ſtill engaged to

" fhew forth all his mercy, in the covenant of

“ his redeeming love . REDEEMER ! bleffed

so name! The work , the purchaſe, and the

covenant; of his eternal grace, to finful nran .

5. I come to thee, thou chearing light and life

$ of loſt mankind . I come to thee, whoſe never:

failing mercy bids me daily welcome to thy

« heart? To whom ſhould my longing, pant

ing ſpirit fly, but unto thee, my Jeſus, my Sa

viour, myeverlaſting Father, and my God ?”

Thirdly, We come to thew what is included

in this everlaſting life, which is the privilege of

all believers, who are delivered from periſhing.

I. We ought to remember, that by Adam's

tranſgreffion all his poſterity are involved in fin

and miſery, and partake of his ſpirit of diſobe

dience, having every thought of their hearts only

evil continually, and having nothing in them .,

ſelves to recommend them to the favour of God.

:: II . That in the fulneſs of time Jesus Chrit,

very GOD, one with the Father, was made fleſh ,

and by perfect obedience to the law of God , and

the ſacrifice of himſelf, cbtained full falvation

for the poor helpleſs, loft children of men .

II . That this ſalvation confifts, firſt, în be

ing juſtified by faith through the merits of Jesus

Christ freely, without any, works of our own,

thereby being raiſed from a death offin to a life

of righteouſneſs, and being fanctified by theHoly

Ghoſt.

The
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The nature of which juſtification, and ſancti

fication , as well as the efficacy and power in the

ſoul, appear as follows.

Juftification, according to the ſcriptures, is that

act of God's free - grace to poor ſinful, loſt man

kind, in , and for the ſake of JESUSCHRIST alone,

whereby the finner is looked upon , or accounted

juſt before an holy God . God hath laid this

foundation by the ſufferings and merits of Jesus

CHRIST. The voice is ſent forth into the wilder

neſs into the finner's heart, Prepareye the way of

the Lord. The bleſſing of the Lord accompany

ing the preacher's call, the finner ſees himſelf

loft, having finned againſt heaven, and in his

fight, and receives the ſentence of death in him

felf, feels nothing in his heart, but condemna

tion ; and ſees that was God to deal with him

as he deſerves, he could not fiand one moment

before him , believing thetruth of that word from

his heart, that in hishght ſkall no man living be

juſtified, Pſalm cxliii. 2. And again, that by the

deeds of the law no fleſh ſhall be juſtified in his hght,

for by the law is the knowledge of fin , Rom. iii . 20.

And being convinced that in his preſent ſtate, by

nature and practice, he is only an object of divine

diſpleaſure, he is glad to believe, and receive

the promiſesof peace and pardon , as they are held

forth in the book of God. The bleſſing of God

attending the word of reconcilation by JESUS

CHRIST , as well as'that of condemnation in him

ſelf; he ſees, that now the righteoufneſs of God

without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by

thelaw and theprophets. Even the righteouſneſs

God which is by faith in Jesus CHRIST, unto all,

and upon all them that believe. Being juſtified freely

by Prace, thro’ the redemption that is in JESUS

CHRIST :
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Christ : Whom God hath ſet forth to be a

Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to

declare his Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſion of

Sins, that arepaſt, through the Forbearance

of God. Rom . iii . 21-25. Sinners be

lieving theſe glad Tidings with their Hearts,

ſee that theſe Bleſſings are all their own .

And here this State of Juſtification is plainly

oppoſed to the Sentence of Condemnation ,

Who thenſhall lay any Thing to the Charge of

God's Eleft ? It is God that juſtifieth. Who

is be that condemneth ? Rom . viii .
33 :

I. So theſe. Sinners are juſtified, who

comeſort of the Glory of God ; they who

had loſt his Image ; the Image of Holineſs,

and were not approved of by him : The

Law condemned them , their Conſciences

condemned them , and they were without

Strength : But JESUS CHRIST came into the

World , to call Sinners to Repentance, to

juſtify them, and to fave them.

2. And the Juſtifier, or the efficient Cauſe,

of Juſtification, is God, it is an Act of

God's Free-Grace . It is God that juſtifieth .

3. God juſtifies Souls freely by his Grace,

which is the moving Cauſe of our Juſtifica

tion . And this ſhews God's free undeſerved

Favour, in Oppoſition to any Works of

Righteouſneſs ; for by Grace are ye ſaved

through Faith, and that not of yourſelves : It

is the Gift of GoD ; not of Works, left ang

Man pould boaſ , Eph . ii . 8,9 ..

D 2

FO

1끄

+

2

e

5

Y

4. GOD



( 28 )

4. God juftifieth Sinners, through the

Redemption that is in Jesus CHRIST, whom

God bath ſet forth to be a Propitiation,

through Faith in his Blood. This Propitia

tion hath appeaſed the Wrath of God ; and

obtained his Favour, and is the means of

our Juſtification ; as Christ by the Will of

God, gave himſelf a Ranſom for us , to re

deem us from the Guilt and Power of Sin ,

and the Puniſhment due to it . And God

was well pleaſed with the Offering that

CHRIST has made of himſelf in the

Sinner's ſtead ; by which One Offering be

hath perfected for ever.themthat are fantti

fied, Heb . x . 14 . This Sacrifice remains

for ever a ſweet ſmelling Savour unto GOD ;

and the Sinner that believes, is intereſted

and inveſted in it . But the Benefit of this

Redemption cannot be enjoyed, but by thoſe

that are in CHRIST, and have CHRIST in

them. And by a true Faith in CHRIST,

wrought in the Heart by his Spirit, we are

Partakers of this Redemption, and are in

tereſted in Christ's Righteouſneſs, and the

Sinner is freed from Condemnation by his

being the Propitiation for all his Sins .

5. This Juſtification conſiſts in the Re

miſſion of Sin , and as it is a Pardon ground

ed on Juſtice, it not only removes the Guilt

and Puniſhment, but is the Cauſe of our

being juſt, or juſtified before God. Through

this Man is preached the Forgiveneſs of Sins:

And
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And by bim , all that believe are juſtified

from all Things, from which they could notbe

juſtified by the Law of Moſes. Acts xiii.38,39 .

6. And this Juſtification is received only

by Faith, whereby the Bleſſing and Benefit

thereof is made known to the Sinner's Heart,

which Faith is called the inſtrumental Cauſe.

We are juſtified by Faith in Jesus Christ.

We have believed in Jesus CHRIST, that we

may be juſtified by the Faith of Christ ; and

not by any Works of our own according to

the Law. And this Faith is not a Works of ♡

Righteouſneſs, by which we merit Juſtifica

tion ; for this would be making Faith a

Work of the Law ; but it is the Hand or In

ſtrument ordained ofGod,whereby we receive

Jesus Christ, as he is made of God unto

us, Righteouſneſs; for our Juſtification.

And hereby the Sinner is fully perſuaded;

that God does not impute his Sins unto him ,

no, not one Sin ; but believes, with his Heart ,

that the Righteouſneſs of Jesus Christ is

imputed to him , as his Sins were imputed

to CHRIST : And as CHRIST died on the

account of his Sins being imputed to him :

So he lives , having Christ's Righteouſneſs,

namely, his active and paſſive Obedience,

imputed to him, and he receiving it into his

Heart by Faith . O how preciousmuſt this

make Jesus Christ to the believing Soul,

ſetting him above all Things in Heaven and

in Earth , and it will nothaveany Righteouſ

neſs

8
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neſs but his . alone. And this Righteouſneſs

is the Righteouſneſs of God : The Righ

teouſneſs of CHRIST, namely, his Obedience

and Sufferings, which is the End of the

Law, and is called God's Righteouſneſs :

And is received by Faith . And this Righ

teouſneſs which is in Christ Jesus is op

poſed to all other Righteouſneſs
whatever,

either that of ourſelves, or of the Law , or

whatſoever elſe that can be called by that

Name. This is the Wedding-Garment I

hope to ſtand in before my Father's Face

in that great Day. I totally renounce and

diſclaim all other Things

7. And God has manifeſted forth his

Glory in all this, that he may be juft, and

the Juſtifier of him that believeth in bis Son .

JESUS CHRIST . And by this he has declared

his Love and Good-will to Mankind ; that

he has found out a Way to ſave loft Sinners,

not by our Righteoufneſs, but by his own

Righteouſneſs, and has manifeſted Juſtice

and Mercy, and made them embrace each

other in our Salvation . And thus it appears,

that Christ is the only Procurer of the

whole of this Salvation , that we may glory

in the Lord alone, and boaſt only in him.

San &tification is that holy Diſpoſition of

Soul that is wrought in the juſtiñed Sinner

by the Holy Spirit, whereby his Heart and

Affections arefanctified and ſeparated fromthe

World ,and Things of the World,and his only

Holineſs

AL
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Holineſs and Happinefs are from his dwelling

in Jesus CHRIST, and having him the one

Object of all his Deſires and Delights, or

CHRisT formed in the Heart by Faith ; and

Mhewing forth there both the Power of his

Death and Reſurrection ; whereby we are

united to CHRIST, and ſo made Partakers of

his SPIRIT, as to be truly one with him, as

our natural Corruption was originally in and

received from the old Adam , fo our new

Nature or Regeneration , is all in CHRIST

Jesus, and derived from him. It is not any

Thing that we can obtain by any Practice

or Diſpoſitions, by walking in any way of

Righteouſneſs, but what we muſt receive

from Christ ; being compleatly wrought

out . by, and treaſured up in him for

And it is not received as we might receive a

Prefent from a Friend that is at a Diſtance

from us, butby our Union with himthrough

Faith . And by being in Fellowſhip with

him, we are Partakers of that holy Frame

of Nature, and of that Spirit that was origi

nally in him . And what is required of the

Sinner, is not to find or frame Sanctification

in his own Heart, but to receive it out of

Christ's Fulnefs by our being in CHRIST,

and having CHRIST in us ; and that not

merely by his univerfal Preſence, as being

God, but by fuch a cloſe Union as that we

are one Spirit, and one Fleſh , with him :

One Spirit with him, as having received his

Spirit ;

US .

1

1
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Spirit ; one Fleih with him, as his having

taken our Fleſh
upon

himſelf.

That this Holineſs or " Sanctification ,

when imparted, does not become inherent,

or our own (as Adam's was in Paradiſe) but as

the Sun is the Light and Life of this natural,

fo is CHRIST Jesus oftheſpiritualWorld ; for

it is only the Shining of his Spirit upon the

Soul, that makes it fruitful to every good

Word and Work. Should he withdraw

himſelf but for a Moment, we ſhould be

again involved in all our former Miſery and

Weakneſs, being as unable to ſtand againſt

Sin , without that Union , as we ſhould be

to ſee without Light, or live without breath

ing.'. All that we have muſt come flowing

afreſh from him every Moment : So that

there is no more Merit in the Sinner, as of

himſelf, when he is made meet for Heaven ,

than when he was in his Sins. And as the

Eye is prepared to receive the Light, and

the.Mouth to receive the Air, fo Faith is

the Inſtrument of receiving Christ Jesus

into the Heart . And if the outward Light

and Air were cut off, we could juſt as well

fee and breathe, as we can live to God with

out that Fellowſhip which we have with

Christ by Faith : And it is by that con

tinued Union with him we are built up, un

til we become young Men and Fathers in

Christ Jesus.

And
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And Sanctification, as well as Juſtifica

tion , is all in Christ Jesus, and is to be

continually received by Faith in him , as the

Souls Wants and Neceſſities require. And

after all the Grace it has received , were the

Light and Life of Christ Jesus , his Merits

and Righteouſneſs to be withdrawn, the

Soul would be as dead and lifeleſs as ever .

I only deſire my Portion below may be

Grace always to depend upon Jesus CHRIST ,

his Merits and Righteouſneſs alone, that

his Will may be my Sanctification, and to

renounce all other Righteouſneſs whatever :

And to ſay with the Church of God, In the

LORDJesus haveI Righteouſneſs and Strength :

And in the LORD ſhall all the Seed of Iſrael

i be juſtified, and ſhall glory.

The Way by which God works upon the

Soul is often myſterious, and in divers Man

ners, according to his own good Will and

Pleaſure ; and as the Caſe requires, either

inſtantaneoully or progreſſively. And though

the Experiences of the Children of God

may in various Circumſtances differ one

from another, yet they are ſubſtantially the

fame ; all being convinced of the Evil of

Sin, and their Danger, are glad to flee to

Jesus Christ as their Refuge and Saviour;

and being Partakers of his Grace by Faith ,

the Work of Sanctification is carried on ty

the Spirit of God in the Soul , and by ie

newing them more and more after the Image

E of
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of God, they die to Sin , and live to Jesus

Christ in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs.

But when the Kingdom of Heaven (Grace

in the Heart) is firit given and received , it

is as a Grain of Muſtard -Seed : In that

State it is often very much attended with

Doubts and Fears ; but when it is grown up ,

and Faith and Love are increaſed, their

Fears are lefſened . But when Love is grown

to that Degree that has caſt off all Fear that

has Torment, St. John calls it perfect Love :

Then it is come to that Unity and Affurance

of Faith, that it is delivered from all Fear.

We may alſo obſerve, that Juſtification

and Sanctification are Bleffings that cannot

be ſeparated . And as Juſtification is God's

ingraffing the wild Olive- Branch, the Sin

ner, into the heavenly Root Jesus CHRIST ;

ſo Sanctification is its taking Root down

ward and growing upward into a Likeneſs

to Christ Jesus our living Head. And

all that the Soul can enjoy of Christ muſt

be by its abiding in him, as the Branch in

the Vine. And as the Building cannot

ſtand, but as it ſtands on the Foundation ;

nor the Child grow to the State ofManhood,

without keeping the ſame Life that it

brought into the World ; neither can the

Sinner grow up towards his heavenly Inheri

tance, but as he abides and increaſes in that

fpiritual Life that he received when he was

firſt taken into the New Covenant ; in which

Covenant
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Covenant God has promiſed to remember our

Sins and our Iniquities no more.

And as in this Covenant God will look

upon us no more as Sinners under Con

demnation, but as Sinners taken into his

Favour ; and all that is due to the Head of

this New Covenant Jesus CHRIST is ac

counted ours , and we are Partakers of his

Grace here by Faith, as an Earneſt of his

Glory in the World to come . He has alſo

promiſed to teach us the Way of Righteouf

neſs, and to reveal unto us the Myſtery of

his Kingdom , and the Secrets of his Love.

But theſe Things which are ſohighly prized

in the Sight of God are only known and

enjoyed by thofe who are truly and really in

Christ and Christ in them. And while

their Fellowſhip and Communion with the

Father, the Son , and the Holy Spirit is con

tinued, and the Soul ſees that God has

made Jesus Christ Wiſdom and Righteoul

neſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption to

it, ſome of the bleſſed Effects thereof are a

Deliverance from the Love of the World ,

and the Things of the World ; from the

Luft of the Fleſh , and the Evil thereof, ?

And the Soul is alſo bleſſed with a Delight

in the Enjoyment of God through CHRIST

JESÚS, and is humbled thereby before the

LORD to the very Duft, while it ſees itſelf

unworthy of the leaſt of his Mercies. And

the Heart is alſo filled with a keen Senſe of

E 2 its

-
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its own Sinfulneſs, Fooliſhneſs, Wretched ,

neſs, and Emptineſs of all Good , and full

of all Evil in our natural Selves , and clearly

ſeeing , that if CHRIST was to withdraw

whathe had given , all theſe Evils wouldbe

found in the greateſt Saint living on the

Earth . . Out of CHRIST , without his Me

rits and Righteouſneſs, we are fooliſh , wret

ched, miſerable, finful Creatures : And con

ſequently all the Good that is in us is CHRIST

alone, not Ourſelves, nor of Ourſelves...

And this tends alſo to beget in us ſuch an

Hungering and Thirſting of the Soul after

Righteouſneſs, after JESUS CHRIST , and

after more and greater Degrees of Fellow

ſhip and Oneneſs of Heart with him, that

it makes all that it has in Poſſeſſion to ap

pear as Nothing,and ſhews the Sinner what

a poor, weak, helpleſs, ſinful Worm he is ;

and is filled with Shame before Jesus

CHRIST, that he has ſo little Love to him ,

after all the Tokens of Love he has received

from him . All his paſt Experience only

tends to fhew him how poor and vile he is,

and he ſees by what littleKnowledge he has,

that he hardly knows any Thing yet as he

ought to know, and wants to learn every

Day that all his Dependence muſt be upon

Jesus Christ alone, and not upon any part

Experiences, which will neither afford him

Life nor Love, but the chief End and only

Object of his Delight is JeşUS CHRIST . And

all
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allother Things in his preſence are loſt, as the

moſt ſhining Stars diſappear in theBrightneſs

of the Sun. To know that we know him as

our God, our Saviour, our great High

Prieſt, our Friend , our All in all , is all

which is neceſſary for us to know ; this will

ſupply the Want of all other Things ; and

the more we know of him, the more we

ſhall hunger and thirſt after him .

This longing, and going out of the Sout

after JESUS CHRIST, as the Hart panteth af

ter the Water - Brooks, will make the Belie ,

ver, by Faith, overcome the World, the

Fleſh , and the Devil . And while the Soul

is thus employed , and preſſing towards the

Mark for the Prize of the bigh Calling of

God which is in Chriſt Jeſus, ſome of our

Sins that we once delighted in, namely , the

World, and the Things of the World, will

die and vaniſh out of our Sight. And

others of them, our Corruptions, Unbelief,

and other Heart-Plagues, will be overcome

with Eaſe, the Soul having joined itſelf to

the Strength of Iſrael, will find by daily

Experience, that he can conquer all in

Jesus' Name, and overcome all by the Blood

of the Lamb.

We may obſerve, that Sanctification ,

which is begun when the Sinner is juttified,

cannot be carried on in the Heart without

the Soul's going out after Jesus CHRIST,ac

cording to its Meaſure of Faith, anymore than

our
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our natural Life can exiſt without breathing

in the outward Air. But from following thus

after him, it will delight in him as the Head

of the New Covenant, and there abide at

his Feet, as a poor, blind, helpleſs Sinner,

that has no Dependence but on the Merits

and Righteouſneſs of Jesus Christ , whoſe

Heaven below is to hear his bleſſed Voice,

and to have Communion with him .

And though the Sinner at Times enjoys

great Peace and Affurance, a ſerene Joy in

the Holy Ghoſt, and a deep Conſciouſneſs

that God is a working all his Works in and

for him, and has a true Taſte of the good

Word of God, and of the Powers of the

World to come, and is ſo joined to Jesus

Christ by Faith , that he has a full Perſua

fion of the Evidence of Things not ſeen and

the Subſtance of Things hoped for. Yet he

no more depends upon them than if they

were not, but gladly forgets theſe and all

other Things that are behind, that he may

reach out to Christ the delightful Object

of his Soul ; that he maymore and more be

one with him , one Spirit, one Fleſh , one

Heart, and one Mind with him , and that

he
may

love him with all the Powers and

Faculties of Body and Soul that he has be

Itowed
upon him . " And, as this Know

ledge of him increaſes, it is more and

more attended with ſuch Poverty of Spirit,

ſuch abhorring ourſelves in Duft and Aſhes,

and
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and ſuch a Conſciouſneſs of our own Wret

chedneſs and Vileneſs, and of not deſerving

one Grain of Mercy from him either tempo

ral or ſpiritual, that we ſhall gladly afcribe

from our . Heart all to the Free-Grace of

God in CHRIST , and ſhall always count

ourſelves leſs than the leaſt of all his Mercies,

and the moſt unprofitable Servants .

And now , my dear Reader, for thy own

Soul's Sake, and for the Sake of HIM who

died for thy Sins, do not dwell upon Specu

lations , do not be content with a Notion of

Religion , do not be ſatisfied to worſhip in

the outward Court that is to be troden un

der Foot by the Gentiles, do not be a Fol

lower of the dear REDEEMER afar off : But

take Knowledge of this , he receiveth Sin

ners to this Day, and none but Sinners. If

thou ſeeſt thou wanteft his pardoning Mer- /

cy , cry to him , and he will
open

thine Eyes ,

and thou ſhalt ſee all thy Sins nailed with his

Body to the Crofs. If thou feeleſt that 2

thou wanteft higher Degrees of Fellowſhip,

and greater Degrees of Communion
with

him , let thine Eye be fixed upon him , and

thy Prayer come up before him, and he will

ſupply all thy Wants with his Preſence ! He

will do all for thee and in thee that thou

ſtandeft in need of. But when thou comeſt

to him , come as a poor, blind , helpleſs,

lnful Creature, or thou canſt not receive --

any

T
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anythingfrom him ,andcome relying byFaith

on the Promiſes. Abrabam conſidered not

the Deadneſs of his own Body, nor all other

Things that ſeemed to make againſt the

Promiſe, but believed God, and therefore it

was imputed to him for Righteouſneſs. Walk

thou in his Steps, of believing the Promiſes

of God, and all theMerits and Righteouſ

neſs of Jesus CHRIST ſhall be imputed to

thee alſo: And St. Pauljoyfully declared , “ I

“ have kept the Faith . " Do as thou art com

manded, believe, and keep believing, that

thou mayeſt walk in St. Paul's Steps : Put

thy Righteous-Self and thy Sinful-Self out

of the Queſtion, and out of thy Sight . Do

not look at Thyſelf : Do not look at thy

Leannefs : Do not look at thy Short- Com

ings: Do not look at thine Attainments, or

at thy Righteouſneſs either of Heart or Life.

All theſe make up no ſmall Part of that

Will-Worſhip and voluntary Humility St.

Paul mentions in Col. ii . 18 , 23.
But look

with all thy Soul to the lovely Jésus, to the

Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins ofthe

World . Look to the God-Man, the dear

Redeemer, who hung upon the Croſs, and

is nearer to thy Spirit, to the believing Soul,

than it can eaſily be conceived ; for the Word

of Faith is in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart.

Do not let any Thing whatſoever turn thine

Eye from beholdinghim, but wait by Faith

to ſee him in allthe Beauty of hisGrace below,

and in all the Glory of his Kingdom above .

BUT
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But before I conclude, itmay be neceſſary

for me to obſerve, That it is reported of me

with great Boldneſs by fome, to this Day,

that I both deny theNeceflity of the imputed

Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, and of walking

in all the Ways that he has commanded,

namely, ſuch as reading the Word, hearing

it preached, private Prayer, watching and

praying, receiving the Sacrament, Chriſtian

Converſation, & c . and that I alſo deny the

Neceſſity of living at a Diſtance from all

Sin . I am glad of this Opportunity to de

clare to all Men,, that I believe from my

Heart that whoever lives. in any of the

Things that Godhas forbidden, and in open

and conſtant Neglect of what he has com

manded , ſhall have no Part in his Kingdom

of Grace here, nor ofhis Kingdom of Glory

in the World to come. Andthis I havebee

lieved without Variation ever ſince I began

to give up myſelf ,to Christ Jesus;

which is now between twenty -five and

thirtyYears ago. And I humbly hope that

what I have laid on the Righteouſneſs of

Christ being imputed to us, may fatisfy

the Reader : Or, if any ſhould yet: remain

doubtful, I am willing to give all Satisfac

tion in my Power by private Converſation .

And as to Sanctification , I ſuppoſe all

true Believers agree that there is far more to

be done in us than we have hitherto received

and that none of theſe Bleſſings, either of

F Juſtification

;
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Juftification or Sanctification, will either be

given or continued to us by Christ, unlefs

we walk in the Way of his
Appointment.

And though all is to be received by Faith in

his Name,yet it is not the Faith of an Anti

nomian that gives the Soul any Licence to

dive in the Breach of any of his Laws ' : But

that Faith that purifies the Heart and over

comes the World, and ſets the Sinner at the

greateſt Diſtance from Sin, yea the Sin that

doth moſt eaſily beſet him ; and alſo begets in

the Heart ſuch a Love and Delight inJesus

CHRIST, and hisWays, that it often cauſes

the Soul tocry out, W bom bave I in Heaven

but thee ? and there is none upon Earth that I

defire in Compariſon of thee. Then let us all

with one Heart and with one Voice, go on

to follow him more andmore, and defire to

know nothing but .JESUS CHRIST, and him

crucified. And what we know not, may he

of his infinite Mercy and Grace thew to us .

And what we have not, may he give to us

for his Name's fake, that we may aſcribe to

the Father, to the Son , and to the Holy

Ghoſt, all Glory, and Honour, and Praiſe,

World without End. Amen .
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