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To the Right Honourable

The Earl of Morton, Prefident,
- And the reft of the
Fellows of the Royal Society,
HIS Syftem of SHORT-HAND,

the Invention of Mr. Joun Byrow,
a late Worthy Member of their Body,
is with all due Refpe& infcribed
By their moft devoted

And obedient humble Servant,

The EDITOR.

' Manchefter,

May 1, 1767.
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PRETFACE

S a great Part of the following Treatife confifts of Ob-

fervatione introdudory to the Art thesein taughe, (the Ef-

fentials of which are comprifed within the Compafs of a

few Pages,) nothing more feems requifite 1o be faid by Way of

Preface, than to affure the Public, that it centains what it pretends,
to wit, Mr. Byrom's Compleat Syflem of Short-hand,

Mr. Byrom had not, it muft be owned, abfolutely finithed awy
Part of it for the Prefs; bat had, hewever, committed the whela
Method to Writing, and had alfo made fome Progrefs in drawing it
up in Form, enough tofhew perfeily the Plan, upos which he in-
tended to proceed.” From his Manufcripts, communicated by the
Family, it is now faithfully extra&ed, and publifhed,

" The World, indeed, had been much better entertained, had it
received its perfe@ Form, and lat Polifh from the mafterly Pen of
the ingenious Inventor ; and the Learned have particular Reafon to
regret, that it did not; as it appears by a great Variety of Ex-
tra@s from Greek and Roman Aatiquity, found amongft his Papers,
that he had propofed, by Way of Introducion, to have given 3
literary Hiftory of Short-hand, and fhewn in what Eftimation it
was held, and what Ufe was made of it, by the greateft Geniafes
of thofe inquifitive Ages.

Mr. Byrom’s great Learning, and particular Talents for a Work
of this Nature are too well known to need defcanting upon here ;
but it may be fome Satisfation and Entertzinment to the Lovers of
Short-hand to be informed, how he firlt came to think of it, and
what Steps he took, for a loog Courfe of Years, in the Purfuit
of it, :

The firlt Occafion of turning his Attention that Way arofs .
from his Acquaintance with the fate Mr, Sharp, at Trinity College,
«  Cambridges
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Cambridge. This Gentleman’s Father, at that Time Archbithop of
York, had recommended to his Son to make himfelf Mafter of
Short-hand, as an Art very ufefal and commodious. Incited by an
Authority fo refpeQtable, the two Friends applied themfelves to the
Study of the Method then in Vogue ; but Mr. Byrom was fo dif-
gulted with the Abfurdity, and Aukwardnefs of its Contrivance,
that he foon threw it afide. Smitten however with the Idea of aa
Art fo ufeful in Life, and fo capable, in his Opinion, of being
brought to much greater Perfection, he confulted every thing that
could be procured, either in Print or Manufcript, which had been
written upon the Subje& ; but finding them all, however differing
in trifling Circumftances, equally arbitrary, inartificial, and de-
fetive in their firflt Principles, he refolved te attempt a Syftem of
his own, upon a more natural, rational, and philofophical Plan.

The Rules he prefcribed to himfelf in the Execution of it were,
1ft, That all the imple Sounds of the Language fhould be denoted
by the fhorteft and fimpleft Strokes, or Marks in Nature. 2dly,
That thofe Marks, which were the fhorteft, and eafieft to be formed,
fhould be affigned to the commoneft Letters. 3dly, That thofe
Letters, which moft frequently occurred together, fhould be de-
poted by thofe Marks, which were moft eafily joired. 4thly,
That all the Marks, of which any Word was compofed, fhould
be written without taking off the Pen, or permitting any of them
to rife above, or fiok below two parallel Lines, within which the
‘Writing fhould be always regularly and beautifully confined. And
laftly, that all the Rules of Abbreviation fhould be founded upon
the Properties of the Language, and exprefled by the Letters
of the Alphabet only, without admitiing of any arbitrary Marks
for that, or any other Purpofe.

To unite fo many different PerfeQions in one Scheme, and make

a confiftent Syftem of the whole, was an Undertaking of fuch Dif-
ficalty and Labour, that Mr. Byrom himfelf, though excellently
well qualified tor it by a very extenfive Knowledge of the Narture
of Languagein general, and a thorough Acquaintance with the
Idiom and Properties of his own in particular, for a long Time
defpaired of being able to accomplifh it ; and it was by an inde-
fatigable




fatigable and-obflinate Perfeverance, in making, through the Courfe
of many Years, continual Trials, Alterations, and Amend-
ments, that he at laft fucceeded to the Satisfattion of himfelf, and
a few learned and judicious Friends, to whom he communicated

his Invention,

The Curiofity of the Public was fome Years after this, excited
towards Short-hand, by the Publication of Mr. Wefton’s Method,
which occafioned Mr. Byrom to reconfider, and retouch his own,
The Gentlemen, to whom it had been communicated, being very
fenfible of the great Superiority it had over Mr. Welton's, and
every other Method, advifed him, upon this Occafion, to pub-
lith it ; which be, defirous of making it as extenfively ufeful as
pofible, confented to, and printed Propofals accordingly.

But the World, too often amufed with fpecious Pretences to new
Difcoveries and Improvements, feeming to require fome previous
Evidence with Refpe&t to this, it was thought advifeable, that the
Publication fhould be deferred, till it had been taught to a Num-
ber of Gentlemen, who by their own Experience might be proper
Judges of its Merit, and enabled to give the World inconseftable
Aflurances of it,

This Plan Mr, Byrom perfued, and for feveral Years taught his
Art, in a private Way, to a confiderable Number of Perfons of
Talte and Judgment, who highly approved of it, and urged him
very earneftly to confent to the Publication of it, Their Defire,
coinciding with his own of fixing a perfet Standard of Short-hand
for general Ufe, induced him to refume his former Defign; and
the Gentlemen, his Scholars, €0 remove any Doubt, which the Pub-
lic might poflibly entertain of its Merit, drew up, and figoed a
recommendatory Defctiption of it, which was then printed, and,
for the Readers Satisfa&tion, is now fubjoined to this Preface.

From this full and authentic Teftimonial Mr. Byrom had Reafon
to hope, that he fthould be enabled to communicate his Invention
to the Public in a Way, which would render it of the greateft ge«
‘meral Ufe; and many of his Friends and Scholars taking upon

Cc themfelves
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themfelves the whole Trouble of procuring Subfcriptions, he pub-
lithed Propofals for printing it.—But by the Death of Gentlemen,
who had undertakea the Office of diftributing Receipts, and other
unforefeen Accidents, he was obliged to drop his Defign, and never
afterwards refumed it

Upon Mr, Byrom’s Deceafe, fome of his intimate Friends and
Scholars, who had been experimentally convinced of the Ufefal

pefs of his Method, and were afraid, that, without fome authen-"

tic Publication of it, it might either be loft, or at beft imper-
fectly handed down, applied to the Family for their Confent to the
printing it, which was immediately given, and all the Manufcripts
relating to it put into their Hands.

Out of thefe Papers the following Treatife is, as was faid be-
fore, compiled ; and the World may reft affured, that they have
the whole of that Method of Short-hand, which Mr. Byrem in-
vented and taught. As to any Faults or Defe@s in the Arrange-
ment and Explication of the Rules of Abbreviation, the Editor
muft take them upon himfelf, hoping however for fome Indulgence
from the candid Reader, when the Difficulty of writing with Per-
fpicuity, and at the fame Time due Concifenefs upon a Subje@ of
this Nature is confidered.—He lays Claim to no fort of Merit,
but what is due to a difinterefted Intention of perpetuating a very
ufefal Art, and doing fome Honour to the Memory of an inge-
nious and worthy Gentleman,

A General
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. A General DEscrirTION Of
Mr. Byrom’s new Method of Short-Hand.

E whofe Names are hereunto fubfcribed, being ace

quainted with Mr. Byrom's Method of Skort- Hand, and

convinced of its great Ufefulnefs in all the various
Branches of Bufinefs and Science, wherein Writing is concerned,
bhave prefled him to make it public: And that we may the better
engage others to favour this our Defign, we have agrced to give
the following General Defcription of it, which, though it does not
convey a juft and perfect Notion of this Method, may yet fatisfy
the Reader, that it is an Iuvention quite new in its Kind, and
worthy of all Encouragement.

Mr. Byrom’s Method of Short-Hand may be termed, The Art
of expreffing all the Words and Phrafes of the Engli/b Tengue by
a Charadter, which is perfectly regular and beautiful, and, as we
conceive, the thorteft poflible.

It may perhaps be afked, whether thefe are not inconfiltent Pro-
perties, and whether arbitrary Marks are not neceffary to the
fhorteft Charadter poffible? But this, however plaufible it may feem
at firft Sight, is not true in Fa&. On the contrary, the greateft
pofiible Brevity does, from the Nature of the Thing itfelf, entirely
coincide with perfe& Regularity and Beauty ; and this will appear,
whether we coafider Mr. Byrom’s Alphabet, his Marks for Words,
or his Contralions for Sentences.

His Alphabet confifts of the plaineft and fimpleft Marks in Na-
ture; the moft common Letters are denoted by the moft eafy of
them ; and fuch, as are molt frequently combined in Pronunciation,
by thofe, which are moft readily joined by the Pen : So that any Al
phabet, which fhould differ from this, would of Neceflity be lefs
compendious ; as cither reprefenting fimple Letters by compound

C 2 Chara&ers,_
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Charaters, or appropriating the fimple Charadters in 2 Manner lefs
fuited to the ufual Occurrences and Combinations of the Letters.

His Marks for Words are all formed out of the fimple ones,
which denote their refpe@ive Letters. As the Words have various
Lengths, Relations to, and Dependencies upon each other, fo have

the Marks ; and, if this exact and beautiful Correfpondence were

deftroyed in any Inftance, for the fake of fome fancied Advantage,
the Lofs, upon the whole, would be always greater than the Gain ;
for arbitrary Marks not only burden the Memory, and occafion
much Difficulty and Confufion both in Writing and Reading ; but
there being no Rule, in fuch Cafes, to be a Guide and Teft, the
Fancy would neither be able to invent all the proper Marks, nor
the Judgment to adjult them, as the greateft Brevity fhould require.

But the Adherence to Rule and Method has the greateft Advan-
tage in the Coatractions for Sentences; for a very few Things given
according to a certain Rule render a whole Sentence as precife and
determinate as a fingle Word: And the Praice of Mr. Byrom’s
Short. Hand begets fuch a Facility in decyphering from a few Things
given, as is hardly to be imagined ; fo that his Method is capable
of the greateft Contractions, which yet are free from Uncertainty,
eafy to be made and read, applicable to all Kind of Bufinefs, Arts,
or Sciences, and to Language in general; at the fame Time that
they exceed any arbitrary Characters in each particular,

Tt appears therefore, that perfe&t Beauty and Regularity are fo
far from being inconfiltent with the greate(t poflible Brevity, that
they are the true and only Means of attaining it, and by thefe Mr,
Byrom has a&ually fucceeded in the Invention and Eftablithment of
Short-Hand.

It is very entertaining, in the Pradice of this Method, to fee how
the Reafons for each Rule offer themfelves to the Scholar’s View ;
and how he himfelf, after a few natural and ealy Hints given him,
becomes, as it were, his own Teacher; and difcovers, that every
Conveniency and Advantage is deducible from the fimpleft and moft
evident Principles, in a Manner, which at once fatisfies the Judg-

: ment,

-

s S




( vii. )
ment, and fixes lhe"Mern'ory. ‘And indeed; if it be, as we appre-

hend .it is, the fhortelt Chara&er poffible, every Degree of Expe-
dition in Writing muft be attained by it in the fhorteft Time poffible,

However, it is not yet known, what is the utmoft Expedition to
which a Perfon may arrive in it by Pradtice ; for it is at prefent con-
fined to a few, and is therefore fcarce applicable but to private Ufe,
whereas the Charalter itfelf is remarkably fitted for general Ufe,
inafmuch as the Hands of different Writers are perfectly legible to
each other; nay, it would be difficult to diftinguith them, were
the Writers exa&, evety Stroke being fo determinate and figoifi-
cant, -that there is no Room for thofe Particularities, which reader
other Hands unlike to each other.

Now were the Public fo far acquainted with the Ufefulnefs of this
Chara&er, as that it fhould be commonly received in their Inter-
courfes with each other, taught early to the Youth, and pradifed
by them, when they came to be Men of Letters and Bufinefs, the
Difpatch arifing from it, and every other Advantage would increafe,
in Proportion to the more general Reception of it.

And this is our chief Aim in the Application which we here make
to the Public—We would raife a Defire in them for a Thing,
which we know they would defire, were they aware of its Merit,

Mr. Byrom’s Method was brought to fuch Perfeion, before he
communicated it to his Scholars, that they have not found Room
for any Alterations, notwithftanding various Trials for that Par-
pofe. There is therefore nothing more wanting but a Number of
Learners, who, by putting in Pratice the Method, which he has
compleated, may render Short-Hand univerfally ferviceable,

The Rev. Mr, Edw. Abbot, Maf-

Jobn Balls, Efq;
ter of Magdalen College, Cam-

Jobn Bafkervyle, Efq;

bridge H. Bathurf}, Efq; Member for
Richard Adams, Efq; (now Ba-| Cirencefler
ron Adams ) Jobn Brad/haw, Efg;

E. Bacon, Efq; Member for
Lynn Regis

If. Hawkins Browne, Efq;
George Carter, Efg;

The
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The Rev. Mr. Thomas Cattel

The Rev. Mr. Fohn Clayton

Dennis Clarke, Efq;

T. Clerke, Efq;

Fofeph Clowes, Efq;

Hambleton Cuflance, Efq;

Dr. R, Davies, of Shrewsbury

Lord Delawar

Charles Erfrine, Efq;

Fames Erfkine, Efq;
for Stirling, &c.

Francis Faquier, Efq;

Mart. Folks, Efq; Prefident of
the Royal Society

Richard Fydell, Efq;

Pierce Galliard, Efq;

Edward Greaves, of Culcheth,
Efg; :

The Rev. Mr. Fobn Haddon

Thomas Hall, Efq;

Mr. R. Hall

Samuel Hammerfeley, Efq;

‘. Hardres, Efg;

Dr. D, Hartley,

Rickard Hafel, Efq;

Dr. B. Hoadly

Dr. 7. Hoadly, Chancellor of
Winchefler

Robert Holden, Efq;

The Rev, Dr. Francis Hooper

Fobn Houghton, Eiq;

Richard Houghton, of Liver-
pool, Elq;

George Kenyon, Efq;

William Knipe, Efq;

Member

7. Kyffine, Efq;
George Legh, Efg;

)

Peter Legh, Efq;

Sir Darcy Lever, L. L. D.

Ralph Leycefter, of Teft, Efq;

R. Lightfoot, Efq;

George Lloyd, Efq;

Robert Lowe, Efq;

Dr. P, Mainwaring

James Mafzy, Efq;

William Melmoth, jun. Efq;

William Mildmay, Efq;

Thomas Nelfon, Efq;

The Rev, Mr. Caleb Parnbam

C. Pratt, (now Lord Chancellor)

If. Prefion, Efq;

His Grace the Duke of Queen/-
berry .
Francis Reynolds, Efq; Member

for Lancafler

Daniel Rich, Efg;

TheRev. Dr. Richardfon, Malter
of Eman. College, Cambridge

Thomas Robinfon, Efq;

W. Selwin, Efq;

The Rev. Dr. Reobert Smith,
Profeflor of Aftronomy, and
Fellow (now Mafter) of 7ri-
nity College, Cambridge

Sir Robert Smyth

The Rev. Mr. Fobn Swinton,

F. Taylor, L. L. D, (Chancellor
of Lincoln, and Canon Refi-
dentiary of St. Pau/’s )

Rev. Mr. Venn Eyre, Re&or of
Stambourn

William Vere, Efq;

The Rev. Mr, William Walton
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Tho. Warner, Efq;
George Weller, Efq;

The Rev. Mr. Charles Wefley
The Rev. Dr. Whalley, Mafter
of Peter-Houfe, Cambridge
7. White, Efq; Member for

Retford

Taylor White, Efq;

Francis Wilkes, Efq;

William Windham, Efq;

Fobn Weod, jun. Efq;

Henry Wright, of Moberley, Efq;
The Rev. Mr. Henry Wrigley.

To thefe the following GENTLEMEN have now
added their Names.

The Right Hon. the Earl of
Morton, Prefident of the Royal
Society

The Hon. Sir Fofeph Yates, one
of the Juftices of the King’s-
Bench

The Hon. Edwin Sandys, Efg;
Member for Weftminfier

Harbord Harbord, Efq; Mem-
ber for Norwich .

Duane, Efq; of Lin-
coln’s-Inn

Dr. 7. Llyd, F.R.S.

Radcliff Sidebotham, of the Mid-
dle Temple, Efq;

ERRATA.
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Page 14, Line the laft, for ¢, ¢, w, x, readc, q, W, v, ¥.
P. 26, L. 1,5, for as read as,

P. 29, L. 1, for in read in.

P. 30, L. 1, for always read always, awbhen long.

P. 32, L. 2, for Sgnification vead Signification.

P. 40, L. 24, for curve-line read curvilineal.

P. 68, L. 12, for godlily read godly.

In the lalt Page of Engraving but one, Line 2, for Litlos read
Litlns.
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UNIVERSAL ENGLISH
SHORT-HAND.

PO HE Defign of introducing 2
ﬁﬁ{)@( Method of Short-hand, for ge-

% neral Ule, obliges me to lay be-

& %{ﬁ ¥ fore the Public, not only the
XWM& Refult of my Endeavours to

bring that ufeful Art to Perfec-
tion, but alfo the Reafons, whereon the Prefer-
ence of this to any other, which has been af-
figned for that Purpofe, is founded.

From the Time that my Attention to Short-
hand was firft raifed, I had a great Opinion of
the Ufe, and Excellency of fuch a Compen-
dium; but wondered much at the great Variety
of Books about it, and the obvious Defe@s of

B2 all
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all the Inftru&ions, that I could meet with,
cither in Print, or Manufcript, by which it had
been taught, or practifed amongft us. And
conceiving, that if a Method could be difcovered
free from the feveral Inconveniencies obfervable
in all the Short-hands hitherto publithed, and
yet poflefled of all the Advantages, which the
Nature of the Thing might admit of, it would
be an acceptable Prefent to the Public; I re-
folved, if poflible, to find it out.

And that it was not impofiible I fuppofed,

becaufe the beft Alphabet, and the jufteft Rules

for the Aprlication of it, was all that was wan-
ted; the firft apparently attainable by fufficient
Trials, the other by the like Attention to the
Nature of Language in General, and of our
own in particular; the Idiom of which coin-
cides, more happily by far than that of others,
with the Nature of Short-hand.

The Defeéts, obfervable in all the common
Forms of it, may be reduced to thefe two.
Firft, that they are ugly; Secondly, that they
are arbitrary Qualities fo directly oppofite
to the main Things required, viz. Beauty, Bre-
vity, and Method, that we muft by all means
endeavour to avoid both; or elfe we fhall nei-
ther write fo well, nor read fo readily, as other-
.wife we might.

It
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* It is plain enough, that arbitrary Marks are
not fo legible, as regular ones. But the Con-
nection between the Beauty of Charalters and
their Brevity, does not, perhaps, fo imme-
diately appear to a Learner; Nay even the
Teachers do not feem to have been aware of
it's Neceflity. They areapt to fay with the
Unexperienced, what fignifies it how ugly they
are, if they be but fhort? whereas no Marks,
that join together fo as to make an ugly dif-
torted Appearance to the Eye, can ever be made
fo quickly by the Pen, as thofe which fall in
more neatly, and of Confequence, more eafily
and fpeedily, with each other.

A Method confifting chiefly of arbitrary
Marks carries it'’s own Abfurdity along with it.
If any one is inclined to make Ufe of fuch for
Secrecy, or any other Reafon, he may chufe
them for himfelf much better, than others can
for him ; and: conneing them according to his
own particular Fancy, may perhaps more eafily
remember them; but as they are totally incon-
fitent with our prefent Defign, we muft point
out the Way of making regular ones in their
Stead, which, without any Burthen to the Me-
mory, will be thorter and eafier upon the whole,
than fuch, as are impofed at Random, can be.
This will appear to be feafible, by a right
Alphabet once eftablithed, and always kept to,
and fuitable Directions for the Ufe of it.
.o In
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In order to inveftigate this Alphabet, we
have two Things to confider; Firft, the Letters,
that occur in our Language; and Secondly, the
Figures, by which they muft {feparately, or con-
jointly, be expreft; feparately—that every fingle
Letter may have it’s particular Figure afligned to
it, according to theFrequency of it’s Occurrence;;
and conjointly that fuch Letters, as moft
ufually meet together, may be denoted by Masks,
that unite moft eafily and neatly with each
other: for the beft Alphabet, it is evident, muft
be formed upon thefe Principles.

Our common .Alphabet, even with refpet
to Long-hand, is very defetive; and our cuf-
tomary Application of it, or Spelling, mon-
ftroufly abfurd: but upon that I fhall not here
dilate, it being fufficient to obferve, that, in
writing Short-hand, we are under no Obligation
“to follow Cuftom, -where we can leave it with
Advantage; nor to defert it, where any Ad-
vantage may be got by following it. We are
at Liberty to make ufe of all Helps, which
Nature affords againft Cuftom; or which Cuf-
tom, or fecond Nature as it is called, furnifhes
againft thc.ﬁrﬁ; or even to difregard both, if
we can fecure our Point, without minding either.

To Inftance in all the three Cafes—Firit,
The Nature of Writing, that is, of expref-
fing Sound by Figure, fuppofes that every Figure

‘ has
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has it’s correfpondent Sound. If therefore Cuf-
tom has introduced more Figures than are ne-
ceffary for that Purpofe, we are not at all obliged
to follow it ; for if the Figure, or Figures, that
we make ufe of, fufficiently difcover to us the
Sound, or Words which we want, itis enough
—as bo, tho, nebor, or even nebr, is enough to
exprefs the Words Beau, though, Neighbour.

Secondly; Cuftom haslimited the Number of
Vowels in our common Alphabet to five, where-
as in Nature there are more; and in Fa&, two
of thefe five are not fimple Vowels, but Dip-
thongs, or Compofitions of two fimple ones
each; but as this cuftomary Number happens
to be more commodious for our Purpofe than
the natural, we are at Liberty to keep to it for
that Reafon.

Thirdly; Sometimes, even in our common
Long-hand, we depart both from Nature, and
from our Cuftomary Alphabet; as when we
borrow Words from other Languages, and re-
tain the foreign Manner, both of writing and
pronouncfng them—In the Words, Charfe, Ma-
chine, &c. for Example, the cb in both is pro-
nounced like our /5. So We, in fome Inftances,
may borrow one Figure for another of nearly
Like Sound, if any eligible Convenience fhall
refult from it.

Alpha-
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Alphabetical Writing is in itfelf, beyond all
Queftion, the moft regular and compendious.

Whether it was at firft given by divine Infpira- .
tion, or 'difcovered by natural Reafon; whe- -
ther Mofes, or any antient Patriarch, or our -

firft Parent himfelf was the Receiver, or Inven-
tor of it, has been Matter of much Enquiry
amongft the Learned ; whofe various Difquifi-
tions upon the fubje& only ferve to convince us,
that a Thing, in its Nature fo fimple, and in it’s
Confequences fo ufeful, muft be owing to the
Hand of Providence fome way or other; but
that the Time of its firft Rife in the World
lies too remote from us, to be pofitively afcer-
tained.

Mofes, we know, received the ten Com-
mandments in it from God himfelf; and many
Authors have contended, that he not only re-
ceived the Law from him, but the Alphabet
likewife, whereby that Law was, (and ftill con-
tinues to be) written. But it's prefent Cha-
racters, whether Jewifth or Samaritan, afford
us no vifible Inducement to be of their Opinion:
and as neither he himfelf, nor any of the fuc-
ceeding Prophets have any where affirmed this,
the Denial of it’s previous Ufe has more of
Conjecture, than Solidity in it. It is neceffary
to urge the Authority of Heaven for the Com-~
mands, which are perfectly worthy of it, but
hardly for thefe Chara&ers, the Imperfeions

of
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of which feem rather to betoken human Cuf-
tom, than divine Appointment: One might as
well urge it for adopting that kind of Compen-
dium, which runs through the Writings of
Mofes, and the Prophets, and is the Occafion
of this Mention of them, viz. that, which a-
rifes from the frequent Omiffion of the Vowels
in Hebrew; which in any Language, and par-
ticularly in ours, may very often be fpared,
without any Impediment to the Reader.

For this Reafon, and for others which will
appear hereafter, we do not admit of any lineal
Marks for Vowels in our Alphabet, but ex-
prefs them, when requifite, by a Point or Dot
in five Places, before or after the Character ap-
propriated to any particular Confonant, as the
common Short-hand Writers very frequently
do; though they have alfo allotted other Marks
for Vowels, not confidering, what Inconvenien-
cies that needlefs Expence was attended with,
nor the Advantages accruing from a more pro=-
vident Difpofal. (a)

Our

(a) In moft of the common Methods of Short-hand, The
Vowels are reprefented in three different Manners,

Firft, When Final, they are denoted by Dots in five diltin
Places after the lalt Confonant.

Secondly, When Intermediate, by taking off the Pen, and draw-
ing the following Confonant from that Place after the preceding
one, which the Vowel would have occupied had it been a fioal
one.---A Contrivance this, that fruftrates the main Intention of

Short-
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Our Alphabet therefore, as the Hebrew by
the miftaken Grammarians is {uppofed to do,
will confift of Confonants only, which running
neatly into each other, will form the Marks for
Words ; all the Confonants of which are to be
exprefled in the moft expeditious Manner pof-
fible, without taking oft the Pen at each, or
any Occurrence of a Vowel, which, if requi-
fite to diftinguifh the Word, is to be pun&uated
afterwards: for whenever we interrupt the con-
nection of Confonants in any Word, it is to
obtain a more expeditious, but ftill regular Way
of exprefling it, than by all it’s Confonants.

The leading Part of 2 Word, nay even the
initial Confonant, is very often fufficient to dif-
cover the reft; and whole Phrafes are alfo, in
numberlefs Inftances, diftinguithable enough

- by
Short-hand; as nothing is a greater Obftacle to Expedition, than
fuch frequent taking off the Pen,

Thirdly, When Initial, they are reprefented by five of the Li-
neal Marks. In the fcarcity of fimple Marks, This needlefs Ex-
pence forced the Iaventors, either to reprefent fingle Confonants
by complex Marks, or by enlarging or diminifhing the Chara&er :
The fitft occafions not only Delay in Writing, but alfo Ambi~
guity in the Reading, it not being eafy to diltinguifh whether the
complex Mark fignifies one, or two Letters. And the other Con-
trivance is liable to the fame Objection of Ambiguity, fince it is
hardly poflible to preferve fuch exa& Proportions in {wift Writing ;
‘Whereas all the Vowels, whether initial, intermediate, or final,
may be very commodioufly expreffed by the different Situation of
the Dot,
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by a regular Conneion of their firft Confo-
nants. And this will be the Ground and Source
of innumerable Contrattions, arifing in juft
Proportion to our Want of them, that is, to
the more or lefs frequent - Occurrence of the
Phrafes to be fo contracted.

Thefe general Obfervations being premifed,
let us go on with the Confideration of an Al-
phabet for Short-hand; wherein (the Vowels
being expreft by Points, whenever they are
wanted) the plaineft and fimpleft Marks in
Nature are to be fo adjufted to the Confonants,
as to produce, upon the whole, from their mu-

tual Combinations, the moft neat and lineal,

and, of Courfe, the moft eafy, expeditious, and
legible Method of writing Short-hand. Forin
Faét, I muft repeatit, the Beauty of the Cha-

rtacter is a principal Thing to be attended to;

and by an obftinate Attention to it many feem-
ing Impoffibilities have been overcome. There
is hardly any Short-hand, but what has pre-
tended, at it’s firft fetting out, to belineal; and
fhewn immediately, by it’s own crifty-crofty
Pot-hooks and Ladles, how far it was from it.

To be lineal, indeed, no Chara&er ought to
exceed the Limits of two parallel Lines, with-
in which the Writing fhould run horizontally
along, yet without being crowded, fo as to
render the diminutive Strokes indiftin& or ille-

C gible
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gible—A Defe&, which, like arbitrary Marks,
creates, upon a little Intermiffion, fuch an Ob-
fcurity, that even the Writer is hardly able,
with long Poring, to read his own Papers; much
lefs can any one decypher another’s Writing:
which has often proved a detriment, not only
to private Perfons, butalfo to the Public; and
raifed an Obje&ion to Short-hand, which, while
it continues to be fo various, confufed, and arbi-
trary, is indeed of fome Force; but upon the
Admifiion of one clear, and regular Syftem, all
Objections vanifh,

The Alphabet being the Foundation, upon
which all the reft muft depend, the greateft
Care muft be taken, in the fir(t Place, to efta-
blith this in the beft and moft {olid Manner: and
yet we find, that the Inventors of the feveral
Methods of Short-hand, *hitherto publifhed,
have neglected it; and, to remedy the Incon-
veniencies arifing from this Defe&, have be-
ftowed great Pains in contriving numberlefs ar-
bitrary Marks for particular Words and Phrafes.
It has unfortunately happened, that thofe Gen-
tlemen, who have applied themfelves to the
Study of this Art, have not been fufficiently
attentive to the Nature of Language in general,
and our own in particular; from an accurate
Knowledge of which only a proper Alphabet
can ever be formed.

An
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An Alphabet for Short-hand, to be a good
one, muft be formed upon thefe juft and natural
Principles—viz. that all the fimple Sounds, oc-
curring in the Language, to which it is to be
particularly adapted, be reprefented by as fim-
ple and eafy Marks, as can be invented: but
as amongft a Number of fimple and eafy ones,
there will be found fome more, fome lefs fo, it
is further requifite, firft—that the moft fimple
and eafy be appropriated to thofe Sounds, which
occur the ofteneft; and fecondly—that thofe
Letters, which are moft frequently combined,
be denoted by thofe Marks, which moft eafily
unite.

Thefe Principles evidently oblige us, not only
to reject the very complex Marks eftablithed by
Cuftom for Confonants in our common Alpha-
bet, but alfo thofe Confonants themfelves, whofe
Sound may always be fignified by others, (ex-
cept fome particular Convenience will arife by
retaining fome of them); and further to pro-
vide fimple Marks for fuch fimple Sounds, as
are, in the cuftomary Way of Writing, repre-
fented by two Confonants a piece. For which
Reafon, it will be proper to examine the Al-
phabet, and to fix the Number of Confonants,
before we proceed to inveftigate the Marks,

which are to reprefent them.,
C 2 The
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The Confonants, according to our ufual
Reckoning, are thefe, 4, ¢, d f, g, b, j, 4 /.
m n, Py Gy s 5 £, V, W, X, y. Z.—Accord-
ing to Nature, and the moft orderly Situa-
tion to view them in, they may be thus exhi-
bited.

‘ 1 2 3 4
P b fi v,
s 2, fb, =h, m, n, I, r, b,
t, d, th, db,

&y g ch, j.

In this View the Relation, or Affinity of the
Letters to one another, becomes more obferva-
ble. That between the Letters of the firft and
fecond Rank, and alfo between thofe of the
third and fourth, is fo near, that the Welch
generally pronounce thofe of the firft Rank, in-
ftead of thofe of the fecond, and the Inhabi-
tants of Somerfetthire, on the contrary, thofe
of the fourth, inftead of the third; the firft
pronouncing the Word God, as if it had been
written Koz, the other, for, as wvor.*

The Number is the fame in both Alphabets,
viz. twenty-one—But Cuftom differs from Na-
ture in inferting the Letters, ¢, ¢, w, x, and in

¢ q v Vomitting

* The curious Reader may fee this Matter more fully difcoffed
and explained in 4 Letter to the Prefident of the Royal Socieiry;

containing fome Remarks on Mr, Lodwick’s Alphabet, Vid. Philos.
Trans. No. 488.

- |
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omitting the /b, zby tb, db, ch: for, c, having
always the Sound either of %, or s; ¢, that of
koo; w, of oo; x, of ks; and yof 7; in an Al-
phabet, according to Nature, none of thefe
could have found a Place. And /b, zb, 25, db,

cb, really reprefenting fingle confonantal Sounds,
(as much as pb does, whofe Power is that of £,)
ought all to have been inferted, and denoted by
fingle Characters; as moft of them are in the
Alphabets of other Languages. D5 and ¢4 dif-
fer very fenfibly in Sound, as may be per-
ceived in the Words tby, Thigh, ‘this, Thiftle,
&c. and were formerly in our old Saxon repre-
fented by two different fingle Letters, as-*%6 or.
D, and P . This Diftin&ion, indeed, in Procefs
of Time came to be, in fome Degree, negleGted,

‘they fometimes ufing % for P, or vice verfa:

but becaufe the old Chara&er for our © Theta,
as I may call it, was fomething like our prefent
y, we to this Day ofien write ys. yz. ym. fot
this, that, them. Now the leading Printers,
not having either of thefe Confonants in their
own Language, had made no Types for them;
fo that, when they came to print Englith, they
were obliged to fupply both their Places, by
the Types for #and 4 combined ; by which
means thefe two fingle Letters probably were
dropt.

The natural Alphabet, therefore, might have
been taken for our Short-hand one, reje@ing
the
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the fuperfluous Letters ¢, ¢, w, x, ¥, and in-
ferting in their Stead, /b, 25, b, db, cb; but
having fome Marks, that were not conveniently
applicable to any other Purpofe, and it being a
Compendium to reprefent two Letters by a fin-
gle Chara&er, as in the ¢ and x, and fome Eafe
to the Reader to retain at the Beginning of
Words the w and y, to which he has been long
accuftomed ; we fhall, totally rejeting the e,
appropriate diftin& Marks to denote ¢, x, w,
7> when they are initial Letters ; not fcrupling
however in other Situations, if it prove more
convenient, to denote them by &, &s, 00, and ¢
refpectively.

Zb never had any particular Mark to fignify
it by ; and Cuftom has, for a long Period of

Time, ceafed to make any Diftin&ion in Writ-
ing between the 75 and db : and as the Adhe-
rence to Nature in making nice Diftin&ions,
where Cuftom has not, would be fo far, in this
Cafe, from ferving any valuable Purpofe of
Short-hand, that it would rather, on the con-
trary, render the learning to write and read it,
more difficult, we have, in Purfuance of our
Plan, complied with Cuftom, in dropping the
zh, and marking the Sounds, both of ¢4 and db,

by the fame Character,

S and z bear the fame Relation to each other,
that the 74 and 45 do; and the Sound of =z in
our

e — g ——
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our cuftomary Way of Writing is very fre-
quently exprefled by s, except in Cafes, when
it occurs at the Beginning of Words, which
happen but very feldom. Thefe Confiderations
induced us to fecure the great Convenience,
which arifes from fignifying both s and z by
one Mark. And, for a like Reafon, we fhall
make one Mark reprefentative both of f and v.
The Senfe of the Place will eafily difcover, to
a Man tolerably acquainted with Englith, which
of the two it muft there reprefent; and the
Reader will be taught, when the Characters
are appropriated to the Confonants, how, in
moft Cafes, entirely to remove any little Ambi-
guity, that poffibly might arife from it.—Our
Alphabet will then, confit of the following
Confonants, viz. 4, d, @ & b f b b om,

~N
nops g 1532 L w, x, ¥, ch, fb, th.

TheNumber of our Confonants being thus fet-
tled, and the Reafons for fixing upon that Num-
ber being given ; the next Bufinefs muft be, to
invent as many fimple Marks, eafy to be made
and diftinguithed from each other, as are ne-
ceflarily required to reprefent them. They
muft be fimple, if Brevity be confulted, to which
the Inventors of the common Alphabets in all
Languages feem to have paid little Regard;
and they muft be eafily diftinguithable from
each other, to avoid the Confufion arifing from
miftaking one Letter for another, a Confufion

: fcarce
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fcarce avoidable in any Short-hand Alphabet,
hitherto publithed, when there is a Neceflity of
writing with Speed.

Nature affords us four ftreight Lines, fuffi-
ciently diftinguifhable from each other, by their
horizontal, perpendicular, and inclined Pofition,
to execute our defign by, viz. — | / \;
but it affords only thefe four, In this fcarcity
of ftreight Lines, Recourfe muft be had to
curved ones, for a further fupply. The four
ftreight Lines bent in the following Manner,
that is to fay, the horizontal upwards and
downwards, the perpendicular and inclined
ones to the Right and Left, will each of them
furnifh two more very good Short-hand Marks.

The Number of Marks thus encreafed ftill
falls thort of fupplying our Wants. The beft
Expedient, to remedy this Defed, is the Addi-
tion of a little Twirl to the Beginning of as
many of the foregoing Marks, as there will be
Occafion for. It is eafily and quickly made,
when the Marks are formed feparately ; and the
- twirled Marks are joined to preceding ones in
as little Time, as the plain ones. This will
be beft underftood by viewing them placed in
the following Order.

I 7 N\
= ) Jr "\
= 1 7/ \X
R €
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A fufficient Number of proper Marks being
thus obtained it remains, that each of them be
appropriated to the particular Confonant, which
it is to reprefent. Eafy as this may feem, it
is, however, a Point of the greateft Nicety
and demands, not only the moft careful Cona
fideration, but alfo the moft affiduous Appli~
cation to continual Trials and Alterations. And
yet, from the unikilful Allotment of the Cha«
raQers in all the Short-hand Alphabets hitherto
publithed, one would be tempted to believe,
that the Inventors had beftowed no Thought at
all about it; but had diftributed them amongft
the Letters hap-hazard, without having any

- Reafon for appropriating their Marks to one

particular Letter, rather than to another. No
Wonder then, that their Letters, when joined
together, thould run above, or below the line,
and- make fuch aukward, ugly, diftorted Fie
gures. ‘The right Adjuftment of the Charac-
ters to the Letters is, hot only as difficult, but
alfo as neceflary a Point to be fecured, as any
in the whole Art; for by failing in that Refpe&,
a vety bad Alphabet would be formed out of
the beft chofen Marks. A Short-hand Alpha-
bet may have all its Charatters fimple, eafy,and
diftinguithable, when feparately formed, and
yet not be a perfect one. To merit that Title,
it is further requifite, that they be fo contrived
and adjufted, that all the Confonants occurring
in any Word, may be eafily, beautifully, and

) D inter-
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interkineqlly joined together, without taking off
the Pen. Experience has taught quick Writers,
even of Long-hand, that the joiming all the
Letters of a Word together contributes much
to Difpatch, though they are obliged to make
little additional Strokes, for that Pilrp_ofe,.

Let us then confider, to what particular Con~
fonant each of our Marks is to be appropriated ;
and begin with the four ftreight Lines, viz,

The firft of thefe Lines, viz. the horizontal,
3s it goes ftreight forwards, can never exceed
the Limits of the given Parallels, whatever
Part it begins from; and therefore, in a Shert-
hand formed for lineal Beauty, it muft be ap-
propriated to that Confonant, which, of all
others, occurs the ofteneft, and challenges, of
Right, the moft commodious Character for Beau-
ty and Difpatch. Now the Confonant, that
occurs the moft frequently in our Language (and
perhaps in moft others) is the s; which has a
Property, peculiar to itfelf, of mixing with
other Confonants, before or after it, without
the Intervention of a Vowel. The plural Num-
ber of moft of our Subftantives, and the third
Perfon fingular of our Verbs are formed by, it,
which muft occafion the moft frequent Repeti-
tion of it; fo that, being undoubtedly the eona~
moneft of all our Confonants, it muff, of

: ' - Neceflity

Nece!
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Neceflity, be denoted, in the beft Short-hand,
by the hotizontal ftreight Line, thus, _.

The fecond ftreight Line, or perpendicular, is
alfo a very eafy Mark, and, feparately made, even
preferable to the other; but, as in Union with
others, it may endanger our defcending below the
Line, it muft therefore be allotted to a common
Confonant ; and one alfo, that will thé leaft ec-

cafion us to rua that Hazard. Now the ¢ has,
in Fa&, thefe and other Properties, that entitle
it to this perpendicular ftreight Line, 1.

The third ftreight Line, by its peculiar In-
clination, is adapted to a very eafy and conveni-
ent joining with other Chara&ers; becaufe our
cuftomary Method of inclining the Letters,
in common Writing, teaches us to form it with
equal Readinefs upwards, or downwards, as the
keeping the previous, or following Marks within
the prefcribed Parallels, fhall require. ‘The
Confonant therefore, that Claims this Chara&er,
is the r, which makes o many of our double
Confonants (as we call them); and admits any
other fingle one to follow it immediately. The

ftreight Line then, which flopes downwards to
the left, as 7/, is r.

The laft Line of the four ftreight ones, by
it’s Dire&ion or Slope to the Right, isaukward
to make (and therefore never is made) upwards,
like the foregoing, to which it unites the moft

D2 readily
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readily. It’s Peoperties, upon Tridl, fuit beft
with the Occurrency of the Confonant f. The
ftreight Line defcending to the nght, as \, is
therefore £, or v,

The Twirl being formed to the Left Hand
in thefe four Marks 1, 9, 7, ?\, difqualifies
them from an eafy Jun&ion with any preceding
Confonant—They muft, for that Reafon then,
be affigned to fuch Confonants, as occur the
feldomeft in the Middle, or at the End of
Words; or to fuch, as may be otherwife figni~
fied, when they do occur in fuch Situations,
Now the 4, orj, are rarely to be met with in
the Middle of Words, unlefs immediately pres
ceded by fome Prepofition, as swbabit, rejech
&c. in which Cafe, the Reader will be taught
hereafter how to write them. And when x and
© y are not at the Beginning of Words, they may

be exprefled by 4s, and the Dot for.the Vowel
7 refpe@ively. The Properties of thefe four
Letters agreeing well with thofe of the four
Marks, luckily point out a Ufe for four eafy
Chara&ers, which could not however have been
conveniently allotted to any other Confonants ;
and the following Appropriation of them upon
T'rial, is found to be the moft cqmmodxous, viz,

145, ) j; 7 % N Je

Kisa very common Confonant, and the Fre-

quency of its Occurrence will be much en-
‘ : creafed
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creafed by its being made fo often reprefentative
of the reje@ed ¢, and &s of x:* a Charaéter, there-
fore, which is not only eafy to be made, but
which will alfo join readily with all the reft,
without running .either above, or below the
Line, muft be appropriated to 'it. The hori-
zontal ftreight Line, with the additional Twirl,
will, for thefe Reafons, be the moft Commodious.
But, as the diftinguithing the 2 and ¢,.at the
Beginning of Words efpecially, will, in fome -
Degree, facilitate the Reading; the horizontal
ftreight Line, with the Twirl above thus, >~
is made for 4, with the T'wirl . below thus

for ¢, when they are initial Letters. In all

other Cafes the Marks “~ and " .are ufed pro-
mifcuoufly for £ or ¢, whenever a more eafy,
beautiful Jun&ion may, by that Means, be ob-
tained ; the one joining evidently much better
with the Characters, which are written upwards,
the other with .thofo downwards as /= &£ .

But to give a: Dctaxl of all the Reafons, for
the Appropriation of each particular Mark to
each Confonant, would prove tedious to the
Reader, and draw out this Treatife to an undue
Length.—Moft of them cannot efcape the Ob-
fervation of an attentive Pratifer, as he goes
along, It will, therefore, be fufficient to affure
the Reader, that no Pains has been fpared to
adjuft our Alphabet to the utmoft Nicety, by

~ fuch an exa&t Attention to continual Trials and

Amend-
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Amendments, as was neceffary to afeertain the
Preference of the Difpofition of the Charatters
in it, to any other, that could poflibly have
been pitched upon, amongft that almoft infinite
Variety, into which they might have been
thrown; and that, if he has the Curiofity ¢
make the Experiment, he will find, that no
Change can be made in the Allotment of the
Moarks, but what will be attended with confi-
derable Difadvantage.

As it may be of fome Ufe to view Things in
different Lights, a Table is here fubjoined of
all the Short-hand Marks, placed in the Order
obferved in forming them, together with the
Confonants, which they ftand for, affixed to
each. They will be hereafter given in the com-
mon alphabetical Order. .

—5 Lt /o \Fop
n ms ) p’ J é, \ é,
Yo Cd €24 \ 25,

."k, 15, )x, c\y’
O ch I g,
v g C

Two Marks are allotted both to the b, and
the /, towit, 2 7 to b, and 7/ R to/; the
better Marks, when feparately formed, viz.
/%, not joining well, either with each other, or
with the Mark afligned to the r5 which Con-

. fonants,
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fonants, however, are very frequently combined;
in which Cafes, the ufing of the other Marks,
viz. Y \ will procure an eafy and elegant
JunQion, as ¥ &/, &N I8,V br, \/ Ir, N\
rb, A rl. Foralike Reafon, two Marks are
given to the #b, to wit  \{; but the latter
Mark, \, not being fo eafily formed, by Rea-
fon of the cuftomary Way of leaning the Let-
ters to the Left Hand in common Writing, the
Learner will be taught hereafter, how he may,
for the moft Part, avoid it.

The Mark appointed for w is always to be
ufed, when it is an initial Letter; in other Si-
tuations we {cruple not to exprefs it by a Dot
in the e or e’ Place, writing V' Pour for Power ;
efpecially if it joins not well with the preceding
Confonant, or no great Ambiguity arifes thereby.

'The Marks being thus adjufted to the parti-
cular Confonants, which they are to reprefent,
let us fee, how any precedent, fubfequent, or-
intermediate Vowel may be affixed to any of
thefe Confonants, as Occafion fhall require.

In feparate Letters there is no Difficulty,
there being five diftinguifhable Places for any
given Vowel or Point, either preceding, or fol-
lowing the Confanant; reckoning therefore the
Vowels, a, ¢, 7, o, #, according to the efta-
blithed Number and Sequence, a4 is te be placed

. at
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at the Beginning of the Confonant, e at the End
of the firft Quarter, 7 at the End of the fecond
Quarter, that is the Middle, o at the End. of
the third Quarter, and # at the End of the Con-
fonant itfelf.

- In the perpendicular and inclined Letters,
the Vowels, which precede, are placed upon
the Left Hand ; thofe, which follow, upon the
Right, becaufe we write from Left to Right,
as for Example, 1 a2, 1 et, 4 42, 1 o, 1
ut, | ta, | te, V 25, } to, L tu.

- In the horizontal Letters — ¢ o, the Vo
wels, which precede, are placed above; thofe
which follow, below; becaufe we write from
Top to Bottom ; as — as, “= es, — 15, — 05,

~ us, t—/'a, -r-/e’ -r-ﬁ, —rﬁ’ -—cﬁ.

In the femicircular Letters n ~“ & <, the

Vowels 4, ¢, 0, u, are placed upon the Left Hand,
the 4, above, when they precede, and the con-
trary when they follow, agreeably to the two
foregoing Remarks, as «~~ am, ~ em, - im,
~om, S um, o Mma, O me, ™ mi, ~ mo,
~ mu. ‘

- A Vowel between two Confonants may be.

referred to either, and therefore feems to have

two Places; but in Letters, which form an
Angle when Jomed this is the Cafc of 7 only;
for
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for a, and e, can only be placed immediately
after the firft Confonant, o and #, only before
the laft ; left 4 and ¢, if placed before the laft,
thould, in the narrow Part of the Angle, be
confounded with # and o after the firft, as 4
rat, Aret, A rity A rity, A rot, A rut.

This twofold Place of 7 may be of ufe in
diftinguifhing, when thought neceflary, the
thort 7 from the long one, by making it fhort,
when placed immediately after the firft Confo-
nant, long, when before the fecond, as “1 qui,
1 quite. |

The great Difficulty of learning the true
Pronunciation of our Language, occafioned
chiefly by our perplexed, various, and confufed
Way of Spelling, has been always Matter of
much Complaint with all Foreigners, who have
attempted to learn it. But this abfurd Irregu-
larity is by far the moft remarkable, in the
cuftomary Management, or rather Mifmanage-
ment of the Vowels. It is hardly poflible to
give a Rule for them, againft which the Ex-
ceptions will not be almoft as numerous, as the
agreeing Inftances. How frequently do we put
two, nay fometimes three Vowels, to exprefs
the Sound of one only? What, for E;:amp]e,
has the e and 4 todo in the Word Beauty ? The
Short-hand, Writer however, is not embarraffed
with any of thefe Difficulties. He, totally difre-

E garding
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garding the common Way of Spelling, is to
infert only fuch Letters, as are pronounced ; and

muft confequently write the Word Beasury thus,
Buty. But the Infertion of more Vowels, than

are neceflary to the Sound, is not the only In-

ftance of Irregularity to be met with—There
being more than five Vowel Sounds in our
Language; and Cuftom, having allotted only
five Letters to fignify them all by, often makes
one Vowel exprefs two or three different ones,
nay even Dipthongs'or Combinations of Vowels.
We therefore, taking the Advantage, which
Cuftom in this Cafe affords us, fhall extend
the Power of our Dots or Points to the fame
Degree. 'The Fairnefs and Propriety of doing
this, will more fully appear, upon a particu-
lar Examination of all the Vowels; in their
Order.

And firft, in common Writing, the Letter
a has three Powers, viz. that of a4, of a7 or
ay, and of au or aw, as in the Words Fatber,
Fable, fall, ot Amen, able, Altar, which are
pronounced all one, as if they had been writ-
ten, Father, Faible, faul, or Amen, aible, Aul-
tar ; fo that we are fairly authorized to extend
the Power of our Vowel or Point to the fame
Degree, in all other Inftances. :

The Vowel ¢ fometimes exprefies fingly the
Sound, that two of them are often made for, as
i,
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in, be, me, we, where-its Sound is the fame as
that of two ¢'s, as in Fee, Tres, agree, &c.
We ate, therefore, free to ufe one ¢ in this Cafe,
whenever it fuits our Purpofe, as well as for
ea, ey, e, eo; for of what Ufe is the latter of
thefe Vowels in Pes, Prey, Heifer, People, but
to puzzle Children and Foreigners ?

The fameIrregularity and Confufion is obferv«
able, in the cuftomary Management of the other
Vowels, 7, o, and #; they.each of them fingly
exprefling feveral different Sounds, which alfo
are dénoted, at other Times, by feveral different
Combinations of them. The Vowel 7, for In-
ftance, when it is fhort, is founded in Englith
as ee, agrecable to.the Pronunciation of it in
moft foreign Languages; when long, it has al-
ways the Sound of a Dipthong, or Combination
of the two Vowel Sounds, (which we mlght
exprefs by the open a or au, and the fhort 7 or
ee) which Sound or Dipthong is alfo fometimes

exprefled by oi, as fill, fle, foil, fin, fine, foin.

In like Manner, the Vowel o has feveral
different Sounds, as in the Words Po/, Pol,
do ; the Sound of the o in Pol, is fometimes
exprefled by ow, as to fow, fometimes by wo,
as Sword, fometimes by oz as Foal; its Sound
in do, by ¢o, wo, and ough, as tos, two,
through.

E2 . And
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And laftly, the Sound of # (which is always. .2/ .. 2~ .

really a Dipthong, expreffible by the Combina-
tion of the two Vowel Sounds ¢¢ and o0) is de-
noted in a great Variety of Ways, in our com-
mon Spelling, viz. by u, we, eu, ew, ien, iew, ugh,
eau, you, as in the Words Tune, due, few, adies,
view, Hugh, Beauty, you. We are therefore
certainly at Liberty to reprefent all thefe by a
Point, in the Place of the Vowel #; and thus
not only all the fingle Vowels, but all the Com-~
binations of them are expreffible by the fhorteft
and eafieft of all Marks, viz. a Dot in the
Place of the Vowel of neareft Sound.

We will now proceed to examine, what fur-
ther Ufe we can make of thefe Marks or Let-
ters, for the Purpofes of Short-hand. And as
numeral Figures exhibit to us a kind of Short-
hand, with which every one is acquainted, an
Allufion to them will, perhaps, explain what we
have to fay hereupon.

Obferve, then, the Figures, by which the
Words or Numbers one, five, four, fix, are
expreft in the Roman Chara&ers, which are
likewife fome of thofe which we make Ufe of
I, V, IV, VI. Here we fee the FigureI is
confidered in three different Situations, as ftand-
ing by itfelf, clofe before, and clofe after ano-
ther Figure; and has accordingly three different
Powers, of Numeration, Subtra&ion, and Ad-

dition ;

WL
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dition—When it ftands by itfelf, its Name or
Power is one, when it is clofe to, or belongs to

.another Figure, it lofes its Name, yet retains

fomething relative to its Power, by leflening or
increafing that other Figure by one, and both
together concur to fignify but one Word or
Number, vulgarly expreft by the fingle Figure
of 4or 6.

To apply this to Short-hand, let the fame
Charaéter |, being our Letter #, have alfo its
three ditin& Powers, viz.

Firft, When it ftands by itfelf, let it exprefs
the commoneft Word or Particle in our Lan-
guage, the initial Confonant of which is a 7;
let the Name therefore of this Charaer for In-
ftance be zbe, a Word which we have fuch per-
petual Occafion to write,

Secondly, When it is placed clofe before any
other Charatters, let it ftand for the commoneft
Prepofition, or leading Part of a Word, that
begins with the fame Confonant; which in this
Cafe will be ¢rans.

And- Thirdly, When clofe at the End of
other Marks, let it fignify the commoneft End-
ing or Termination, of which the firft (or only)
Confonant likewife is z, viz. ity.

: From
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From this eafy and regular Affignment of a
threefold Power, or Sgnification, to a Confo-
nant, a threefold Adv:fntage naturally follows.
Firft, By allotting to every Mark ftanding by
itfelf, a Name, viz, that of the commoneft
Word or Particle, of which it is the firft, we
fhall have a Number of Words, fome or other
of them perpetually occurring, difpatched by
the fingle Chara&ters of the Alphabet, which
otherwife when fingle, would ftand for nething.
All Short-hands, therefore, have pamed their
Letters from fome Words, though not always
the commoneft, as the Reafon of the Thing
requires. (a)

Secondly, The prepofitional Part of a Word,
being defcribed by its leading Confonant in
clofe Situation, but unjoined to the following
Part of it, fecures alike the Beauty and the
Brevity of the Characters, in many Cafes,
wherein it could not otherwife be maintained ;
and alfo renders arbitrary Marks needlefs, and
fuperfluous; there being no fort of Occafion for
complicated Crotchets, where the fimple Let-

ter

(a) It is proper to obferve to the Reader in this Place, that,
in one fingle Inftance we have deviated from this Rule, viz. in af-
igning the Mark for the Letter & inflead of that for the Letter
n, to ftand for the Word and; but we found fo many other com-
mon Words, of which the firft Confonant is #, as ju, inte, under,
&c. that to avoid greater Inconveniencies, we were obliged to
do it,
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ter determines, precifely enough, the Prepofi-
tion wanted. (4)

. Thirdly, As itdoes likewife the Termination,
by its near Approach to the End of Charaers ;
when, by the mutual Help of each other, they
defcribe 2 Word, fufficiently to diftinguith it
from all others,

Thus in the Inftance here alluded to, the
fame ftreight Lines, and the fame Situation of
them, by which four different Numbers are
expreft in numeral Short-hand, are thofe b
which we fhould in literal Short-hand, exprefs
occafionally four fuch Words, as the Letters,
and fimilar Ufe of them, juft hinted at, would
defcribe, viz. in the numeral I one, V five, IV
Jour, VI fix;, in the literal 1 z2e, V S IV
transfr, VI frity.

For though the initial and final Power of a
Confonant could not, indeed, be expreft in this
Manner by a bad Alphabet, and a piecemeal
huddling of its Charaters up and down, to
denote the Vowel’s Places; yet, in a well con-

trived

(?) The Method, obferved in other Short-hands, of disjoining
the Confonants, in order to fignify an intermediate Vowel, de-
prived them of the Power of making the Letters, when disjoined,
reprefentative of Prepofitions and Terminations ; and forced them
upon the avkward Expedient of making arbitrary complicated
Crotchets for that Purpofe,
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trived one, where Confonants of fhorter Words
fall eafily, by one continued Stroke, into each
other, a Break in thofe of longer ones may be
fo defcriptive of their initial, or final Syllables,
as often to exprefs the whole with a Concife-
nefs, which many fhorter Words may not ad-
admit of. Every Confonant, then, may de-
note, according to its fingle, previous, or final
Situation, a common Word, Prepofition, or
Termination, as | the, trans, ity.

But the Line or Letter — may be made from
the Top, Middle, or Bottom of the faid hori-
zontal Space, that is from the Place of g, s,
or u; fince, then, thefe Vowels before an s,
make the three common Words, as, 75, us, it
may as well ftand for them all, in their feve-
ral Places, after this Manner — as, — 75, _ us.

Trans is the only common Prepofition begin-
ning with £; but there are three common ones
that begin with s, viz. fuper, circum, (or as
we fhould write it according to Nature, fircum)
and fub, which the CharaGter — may alfo ftand
for, at the Top, Middle, and Bottom of the
Line, ¢zrcum in the Middle, becaufe of its firft
Vowel 7; but if, for the like Reafon fuper and
Jub, were both written at the Bottom, it might
occafion an Ambiguity; therefore we make fu-
per over circum, and fub under it, becaufe (in

' Latin)

e A a7
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| Latin) they fignify over and under, — fuper, —

circum, — fub.

Again, the commoneft Termination in our
Language is_fon or tion, in Pronunciation, fhon.
There are a thoufand Words, all in general
borrowed from the Latin, which end in this
Manner, the greateft Part of them of common
Ufe. Now let the Letter s —, be drawn near
to the End of any of thefe Words, from the
Place of the Vowel preceding the — Jfion or tion,
and it will ferve for any three final Syllables
whatever, of the numerous Words, that aﬁ'ord
this Termination.

A few Inftances may fuffice at prefent, as ./~
Oration, /¥~ Repletion, V— Attrition, Y2
Promotion, \— Effufion. And alfo, when one,
or more Confonants intervene between the Vo-
wel and the Termination #ion or fion, they are,
by the Rule, to be exprefled by the — s, drawn
from the Vowels place, as V™ Attrattion, 1~
Astention, “— Affliction, <~ Adoption, 2 E-
ruption.

All the reft of the Confonants are to be con-
fidered in the fame threefold Light, viz. as
ftanding by themfelves, as placed clofe before, or
clofe after other Marks; and mutft, accordingly,
have a Power of denoting fome common Word,
Prepofition, or Termination, in which that

F Con-



(3¢

Confomnt is fomd. This is the general Rule;
but in Practice there are few Prepofitions and
Terminations neceflary or ufeful, befides thote
fet down in the followmg Table. This Rule
is very convenient in fome Cafes; as- where the
Con(onants, of which - ‘the Word is compofed,
_]om not well together, or cannot be kept with
in the Parallels; for inftance, in ¥ éebold,

inbabit, (v depofit, &c. and affords a great Con=«
tra&ion in others, as A underwritten, <—
Diflinétion, /— Direttion. Buthereit is to be
obferved, that, in placing the Termination, Re-
gard is to be had to the Vowels place, with
refpec to the Line, and not to its Place after
the laft Confonant (except that happens to be
— * or o); asin the Word (/= Direétion,
the — is drawn from the ¢’s Place in the Line,
but it is in the ¢'s Place with refpet to the
lat Confonant /, which appears evidently to
have begun at the Bottom of the Line. But
when — e or immediately precede the
‘Termination, Regard is then to be had to the
Vowel’s Place after the Letter, as —— Affump-
tion, = Alfertion, &c.  The plural Number of
the Termination is denoted by adding a little
s = as »L Verities, “~— Diftinétions, &ec.

B —e e -~ i & e
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" Before the Learner begins to write by the

_preceding Alphabet, it may not be improper to

premife a few Obfervations upon the Form and
rcfpe&lve Propomon of the Letters, and the
Ways of joining the curved ones, with' the
moft Eafe and Elegance, together with fome

 Rules, or Hints, for the obviating a few Dif-~

ficulties, which he may happen to meet with in
his Progrefs; advertifing him however, that
they were not placed here, out of any Appre-
henfion of the Neceflity, or Ufe of fuch a di-
ligent Application to the Study of them, as
would be required to imprint them all in his
Memory, before he proceeds to write~—An at-
tentive Reading of them once or twice over
will be fufficient. They were colleted and
placed here, only that he might the more rea-
dily confult them ‘occafionally; their Reafons
and Ufe being beft explained, and underftood
by the Occurrence of thofe Difficulties in the
Writing, which firft gave Birth to them.

Firft, All the perpendicular and _inclined
Letters (that is all the Letters except = o o
A “ & o) are made to touch two parallel
Lines, the Diftance of which is meafured by the
|,thus I / \ ) J Y, &c. but, however,
thefe Letters are fometimes, for greater Conve-
nience, made of Half-fize, and two of them

~ included between the Parallels, thus Y §.

Fa , The




.

Y
- TheLgtters -~ v & < are Semicircles, the
Diameter of which is the — .3, and their Ra-

dius or Height is- rather more than one third
Part of the | «. '

The Letters formed from the | / \, that
is, the (), €97 )" O\ are Segments of larger
Circles, ;whofe Chords are the Letters | /
\ ‘refpectively.

- It muft be obferved, however, that it is not
neceflary, nor indeed fcarce poffible, that thefe
Proportions fhould be exactly kept, efpecially
in quick Writing; but they are given here,
becaufe ‘the nearer they are kept to, the more
beautiful the Writing appears.

Secondly, When ~ and v, are joined toge-

ther, they are not each of them to be made

compleat in this Manner "\ ; but a Part is to
be cut off from each of them, thus ~.

In the fame Manner, the inclined Letters,
when joined with ~ or ‘-, are not made com-
pleat, but running into one another lofe each
a Part, as mf is not written in this Manner 7\,
but thus ™\ ; nor v~ , but /. So the reft of

./ the Curve-line Letters, when joined together,

are made to run into one another fmoothly,
avoiding, by this Means, that Stopping of the

Pen, which the Making of any Angle neceffa-
: nily

J
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rily Occafions; as for Inftance, mp is not ‘writ-
ten thus O, but thus 0, Partof thecurved
Line being in common, both to’ thc -~ and ).

Thlrdly, ‘The Twirl is always madc at the
Beginning, never at the End of any. Letter;
whenever, therchrq, the following Marks 1
) »~ P 7 € appear in this inverted Situa-

tion 4 ) <. L :/ €, they muft be fop-

pofed to have bgen begun from the Bottom of the
Line—The general Rule is, that all perpendicular
and inclined Letters are to be bcgun from the
Top, and drawn downwards; but in all Inftances,
in which the inclined Letters J / ( / 7

will join better with the prcccdmg or followmg
Marks if drawn upwards, théy.muft be drawn in
that Direcion, as in the Words:U 1 71 A 4.

Fourthly, The initial or final Vowels (the e
mute excepied) are generally expref’c and the
Middle ones omitted, except in Cafes, where
there are many Words confifting of the fame
Confonants, which might be liable to be taken
for one another. But all Words, which have

~one Confonant only, (except thofe in the Table

of the Alphabet, which are exprefled by the
Letter alone) muft always have the proper Vo-
wel Point expreft, as .+ by, | to, &c. becaufe
thefe little Words are, as it were, the Keys

of the Sentences, in which they are found.
Fifthly,
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- Fifthly, Few Monofyllables, beginning with a
Vowel, are immediately followed: with either
b or a; for which Reafon, 1 and f, having
a Point before them, denote 47 and w¢ refpec-
tively, with the proper Vowel between them,
as 1 bar, 1 bet, Y bit, Y bot, Y hbut, and

T wat, T wet, ‘I wit, { wot, [ wut.

Sixthly, As the horizontal Letters ™ -
and thefe -curved ones ™~ « «~ < may be
written at the Top, or Bottom, or any Part of
the Line, the Vowel following them may be
expreft by their Situation between the Parallels,

as "™ fan, —o Sun, 7 Man, ~ mun..

Seventhly, The eafier Mark for ¢4, viz.
not joining well with / r, which, however, is
very frequently combined with it ; and the other
th, viz. \, being, by Reafon of our cuftomary
Method of leaning the Letters the contrary
Way in common Writing, not fo readily made,.

| may be put for 25, when the adjoining Let-
ter is of half Size only, as V thr, 1 rtb, K
thm, U tbn, L ths. In other Cafes, a Let-
ter of half Size fignifies, that the adjoining one
is to be refolved into two Letters, as V' zrr;
for here the /, being twice as long in Propor-
tion to the 1, as it ought to have been, had
only one r been defigned, thows, that, in this
Cafe, the ~ of double Length denotes rr;
but in this Mark A, the lengthened % does

not
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not fignify #; for it cannot be refolved into
//; but it may into /f; for if you divide the
R into two Halves thus %, the lower is our
Mark for f; in like manner 1 is fif.—When
there is no other Confonant to be joined to
the inclined Letters \ or /, the Lengthen-
ing of them, by a greater Inclination than ufual,
denotes, that they are to be refolved into two
Letters, as .~ is rr, "\ jf or vv, fv or of,
as / Error, "\ five, "\ Fegffee; but when
two £'s form a Word, as for Example, the
Word, taught, or as we thould (pell it, zauz, this
Expedient cannot be ufed, without going either
above, or below the Line, which is not to be
done, upon any Account whatfoever—In this
Cafe a little break muft be made in the # |
thus, 4, to thow, that there are two #’s. This
muft be confeffed to be not altogether regular,
and conformable to our Rules of joining the
Letters; and, had many Inftances occurred, their
frequency would have furnithed a juft Objecion
againft our Alphabet; but on the contrary, the
Repetition of the # forming fewer Words than
that of the other Confonants, was one Reafon
of appropriating the perpendicular Line to the
z; the Word, taugbt‘, being the only one, that
often occurs in Praice.

Eighthly, In fome few Inftances, where a

* Letter joins not well with the preceding one,

as the ¥ with any drawn downwards, the &
with
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with any upwards, and the 9 with neither, we
{cruple not to borrow the oppofite one, or fome
other of nearly the fame Sound, in its Stead,
writing, inftead of Poyage, “~ Voyach,
Fikur for Figure, &R Churf/b for Church,
. Machefly for Majefly, /0 imachine for
tmagine, &c. And when # happens to be at
the Bottom of the me, and is followed by d,
for the Sake of eafy joining, we write p, in-
ftead of the d, as \J fup for fnd, and few
Words in our Language ending in #p, th:s can
caufe little Ambiguity.

Ninthly, Cm and ¢z occurring very frequently,
for the Sake of Difpatch, we fhorten the Marks
o o, when followed by m or nthus o o,
e o Thefe cannot be miftaken for & cb
and ¥ g, the Twirl being on the contrary Side,
as N O, v,

Tenthly, This little Mark ( <) placed clofe
after a Word, denotes, that there is one Syllable
ftill wanting to compleat the Word, and ing
being a very common final Syllable, it is often
{o denoted, as > being, N writing, &c,

Eleventhly, A Point, ftanding by itfelf, has

a Power, as well as the Confonant Marks, of
reprefenting a common Word. At the Top of
the Line it fignifies the Particlea, as® ™ a
Man, in the Middle 1, or Eye, as - [ I
awill,
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awill, 1L * bis Eye, in the o’s place o, a5 . 4,0
Lord, at the Bottom you, as . P, you will.

. Twelfthly, The common Way of writing

_ Numbers being very compendious, we generally

ufe it, when Numbers occur. The Comma,
as it does not refemble any of our Short-hand
Marks, may always be ufed; but when a full
Stop is thought peceflary, this little Mark o
muft be made, inftead of the Point.

To thefe Rules it may be proper to add a
few Obfervations—In writing Words (as be-
fore obferved) we join all the Confonants, that
are wanted, together, to which, if they fuffice to
diftinguith a Word, it is needlefs to add any of
its Vowels ; as, for Inftance, to write the Word
Strife, we join the four Confonants, of which it
is compofed, into one continued Mark, or Figure,
comprized within the due Limits thus, 7\ ; for
if, without regarding the Limits, we thould make
it thus, 2, the Letters would be the fame indeed;

but the Direction in this, and all fimilar Cafes,
is evidently more incommodious. When, there-
fore, there are different Ways of joining the
fame Letters together, we muft accuftom our-
felves to the beft, or moft lineal. The fame-
néfs of the entire Figure, as well as that of its
compofing Letters, is worth the Writer’s while
to maintain ; and alfo facilitates mutual Read-
ing, between the Fellow-Pra&ifers of the fame

G Method.
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Method. There is a kind of Mechanifm in the
Cafe, by which the Attention, being lefs fati-
gued with any Deviations of unufual Appear-
- ance, eafily apprehends the Meaning of that,
which is more conformable to 2 Standard.

To proceed—As the Letters firfare defcriptive
of the Word Strife, this Mark “V\ may very
juftly be called a regular Reprefentation of
it: for it is the very definitive Diftin&ion be-
twixt a regular and an arbitrary Mark, that the
one defcribes Words by Properties, which are
really peculiar to them, the other quite the
contrary. 'Thus the afore-mentioned Word,
transfer, is regularly exprefled, and eafily known,
by a Mark that is equal to #---fr, to wit, IV,
the | in that Situation regulasly denoting a
Prepofition, of which #is the firft Confonant;
but if the Charadters, reprefenting any other
Letters, were joined together to denote sransfer,
they muft be totally arbitrary, and might as
well, by the fame Authority, be made to fig-
nify Tranfubfiantiation.

This Mark "I\, then, is equal to firf; and
thefe being the Confonants peculiar to the
Word Strife, thisis a regular Mark for it; to
which, if any one pleafes, he may add the
Point for the Vowel 4, thus 7]A , to fuggeft the
Word to him at firft, until he can read it rea-
dily without: and this is Anfwer enough to
the Obje@ion, which may be raifed, about the

o Difficulty
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Difficulty of knowing Words by their Confo-
nants only, which it is fo eafy to do in familiar
ones, and even diverting to hunt after, in the
more hard and unufual.

The Learner, therefore, is not to mind any
fuch childith Bug-bears, but to exercife him-
felf in his own Mother-Tongue, and acquire
that Kind of Sagacity, which difcovers a great
deal from a little given, when thatlittle is given
judicioufly ; and he may reft affured, that all
the Difficulties, which he will meet with in
Short-hand, are richly worth encountring, and
foon overcome by a little Practice.

In fingle Words the chief Difficulty is, to
unlearn the unnatural and perplexed Method
of Spelling, to which we have been long habi-
tuated. In this Word Praétice, for Example,
the Confonant, ¢, is pronounced, as %, in the
firlt Syllable, and as f; in the fecond; and the
Vowel, ¢, has no Pronunciation at all. But,
being ufed to thefe Difficulties, it is now be-
come one, to know the Word by its true and
genuine Spelling, according to our Short-hand
Alphabet, viz. Praktis.

It may highly perplex a carelefs Writer of
new  Charaéters, to decypher the true Senfe
thereof ; though it fhould be eafy enough to
know it by a little Application and Pra&ice. But
what Child would not fooner learn to read this

G2 fame
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fame Sentence, if, after being taught the Ufle
of his Alphabet, he thould have it thus writ-
ten.—1It ma hili perpleks a karles Riter of nu Ka-
rakters, to defifer the tru Sens therof, tho it fhud
be ¢fi enuf to knoit, bi a lit] Aplikafbon and Praktis.

Inftead, therefore, of fcrupling to return,

from fuch cuftomary Rules, as Children are firft

initiated in, to a more juft and alphabetical
Way of Writing Short-hand, Men may eafily
‘be taught, when ripened into fome Acquain-
tance with their Mother-Tongue, to reverfe the
Liberties perpetually taken in Long-hand; that
is, inftead of employing more Letters than are
precifely neceflary to exprefs the Sound of
Words, they may make Ufe of fewer, notonly
difmiffing fuch as are needlefs to the Sound, but
fuch alfo as may be omitted, and yet leave the
Senfe of the Words eafily difcoverable. If they
can tell what is wanting, it is all one asif it
was there; the lefs Expreffion there is, fo much
the better for the Purpofes of Brevity, which
juftifies the greateft Omiffions, provided what
. is left be intelligible.

And though the Omifiion of the Vowels in
the Middle of Words may, for a while at the
firft, make it difficult for a Learner to read,
even his own Writing, without Hefitation ; yet
that difficulty will certainly vanifth, in Propor-
tion as the Short-hand Marks become familiar

to
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to him, as it arifes, not fo much from that O-
miffion, as from the ftrange and unufual Ap-
pearances, which the Chara&ers make to his
Eye, and which, for that Reafon, do not fug-
geft to him the Confonants, for which they ftand,
fo immediately, but that the Attention of the
Mind is neceflarily taken up in recollecting them
one by one; whereas, did they appear fo fami-
liar and well known to him, as all to be appre-
hended in one View, he would foon difcover
the Word, though all the Middle Vowels were
left out. If any one doubts this, he may foon
convince himfelf, by writing in the common
Long-hand exaily the fame Letters, which he
had written before in the Short-hand Charac-
ters, and if he can read it with eafe, when fo
tranfcribed, he may be certain, that a little Cuf-
tom will make the reading of Short-hand every
whit as eafy to him; for why fhould it not,
there being. the fame given in the one, asin the
other ?

And now, the Way being fufficiently cleared
before him, the Learner, after he has, by re-
peated Trials, acquired a Facility of forming,
with tolerable Exa&nefs, all the Letters of the
Alphabet feparately, and of remembering what
particular Confonant each of them reprefents,
may proceed to join two or-three of the Marks
togcther; writing at firft only thort Words, and
frequently trying different Ways of joining the

Marks,
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Marks, in Order to difcover the beft, and moft

clegant. Several of them being formed almoft
as eafily upwards, as downwards, he will find
it convenient, fometimes to begin from the Top,

fomctlmes from the Bottom of the Line, ac-

cording to the Nature of the Mark, which fol-
lows; and when two Marks, which admit of
being written downwards only, come together,
the Line muft be divided between them, mak-
ing each of them half the ufual Depth, as ¢ 5
&c. and, in fome very rare Inftances, he will
be forced to make them three deep, as ? fu-
#id, except he choofes to make Ufe of the Ex-
pedient of borrowing the 4, a Letter not very
different in Sound, writing "4 Subid for fupid.
But, Examples conveying Inftru&tion with the
moft Eafe and Expedition, Specimens of the
‘Writing, according to this Method, are fub-
joined, for his Reading and Imitation.
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Marks, in Order to difcover the beft, and moft
clegant. Several of them being formed almoft
as eafily upwards, as downwards, he will find
it convenient, fometimes to begm from the Top,

fometimes from the Bottom of the Line, ac-

cording to the Nature of the Mark, which fol-
lows; and when two Marks, which admit of
being written downwards only, come together,
the Line muft be divided between them, mak-
ing each of them half the ufual Depth, as ¢ 5
&c. and, in fome very rare Inftances, he will
be forced to make them three deep, as % ffu-
pid, except he choofes to make Ufe of the Ex-
pedient of borrowing the 4, a Letter not very
different in Sound, wrltmg U Subid for fupid.
But, Examples conveying Inftru&tion with the
moft Eafe and Expedition, Specimens of the
‘Writing, according to this Method, are fub-
joined, for his Reading and Imitation.. ,
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Of ABBREVIATIONS.

SRS N Alphabet, formed upon the
7,3 %{gﬁkx 5* moft juft and natural Plan, by
which, with the help of a few

general Rules, all the Words

EXAZA J of the Language, to which it
Wead Wl is particularly adapted, may be
eafily; neatly, and fpeedily written, will not
alone be fufficient fully to fatisfy the Expetati-
ons, which an inquifitive Reader muft have
conceived from the Promife of a perfe@ Syftem
of Short-hand. He will be fenfible, that,
however compleat the Alphabet may be, yet
many compendious Applications of it may be
obtained by a proper Enquiry into the Nature
of our Language, and the Abbreviations, which
it admits of. He will not be fatisfied with be-
ing taught, only how to exprefs all the Letters
of a Word by the fhorteft, and eafieft Strokes,
but
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but will alfo require further Inftru&ion, how to
. defcribe intelligibly Words and Sentences, by
as few of thofe Strokes as poffible. To invef~
tigate, froma few Things given, many, which
are omitted, will be found no unpleafant, nor
unprofitable Exercife of the Learners Sagacity;
and, if the few be properly given, the fenfe of
the Paffage, and a due Attention to the Idiom
- of our Language, will render the Difcovery of
the Omiflions more certain, and alfo lefs diffi-
cult, than the unexperienced can eafily imagine—
Without fome fuch Rules of Abbreviation, one
End of Short-hand, that of following a Speaker,
would f{carcely be attainable.

Before the Invention of the Art of Printing,
the Tedioufnefs of writing all the Words at full
length put the Copiers of Books upon forming
many Ways of abbreviating them, as appears
in all Manufcripts. In thofe of the New Tef-
tament we find many principal Words defcribed
by their initial and final Letters only, with a
Dafh over them. In Latin Manufcripts, thofe
Terminations, by which the Relations of Words
to one another are, in that Language, ufually
exprefled, were generally omitted, as Locis in
omn for omnibus, &c. nor was there any need
of writing them at length; for the principal
Word bemg given, of which the reft were go-
verned in Cafe, Gender, and Number, any Rea-
der, who underftood that Language, could eafily

fupply
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fupply thofe Omiffions. ~‘Our Language, gene-
rally exprefling thofe Relations by little Parti-
cles, does not indeed afford that particular Mode
of Abbreviation. Upon a careful Examination,
however, it will be found capable of furnithing
many others as ufeful and extenfive.

But it will be proper, before we proceed
further in this Art of Abbreviation, to adver-
tife the Learner, who is apt to be too eager to
puth forward, not to embarrafs himfelf with it,
till, by a competent Praltice of writing ac-
cording to the Rules laid down in the firft Part,
he is become fo well acquainted with the Cha-
ratters, as to be able to write and read them
with as much Eafe, as his own common Hand.
The beft Way to learn any Art is to proceed
by Degrees, not venturing upon a fecond Step,
before the firft is perfectly maftered : And it
is evident, that this Method of proceeding is,
on this Occafion, particularly neceflary; for
though, in many Sentences the Senfe, and the
particular Conftruction of the Words may plainly
enough point out fuch of them, as are defcribed
with unufual Brevity ; yet, how fhall an un-
pra&ifed Learner, unable to embrace in one
View the Words denoted by the preceding and
following Marks, determine, what the interme-
diate contrated ones muft needs be? But, if he
will have Patience to abftain from this Second
Part, until he can write readily, and read, with-

H out
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out Hefitation, whatever is written according
to the Rules of the firft, he may reft aflured,
that he will meet with little more Difficulty
in reading Words contra&ted, than he did in
thofe written more -at length, provided that
the Rules of Abbreviation be duly attended to.
But, if the Reader expes to meet, in the fol-
lowing Treatife, with every particular manner
of Abbreviation, which can pofiibly be invented,
he will be difappointed. The principal and
moft ufeful Rules are given, and it is left to the
Sagacity of the Pra&ifer, by obferving the Na-
ture of thefe, and proceeding upon the fame
Principles, to make fuch further Advances, as
his Occafions may require. It would be vain
to pretend to have exhaufted a Subje&, whichis
as extenfive as the Language itfelf, in which we
write ; and confequently may be carried further
and further by every one, in Proportion to his

Skill in the Language, and his Knowledge of
the Subject treated upon.

. 'The Learner has been already taught, how to
write all the Confonants of any Word by one con-
tinued Mark, thofe Words only excepted, which
may be more briefly defcribed by the Help of
Prepofitions and Terminations. He may now
advance a Step further, and join together fuch
fhortWords,asareeitherreprefented by theLetters
of the Alphabet alone, or fuch, as by their fre-
-quent Occurrence are become fo familiar, as to be

readily
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readily. known, though denoted by their firft
Confonants only. This will be found a greater
faving of Time, than can eafily be imagined;
and muft, therefore, when Difpatch is required,
be done in all Inftances, in which they may be
joined neatly, and without Ambiguity.

Rule 1,—The different Times and Modes
of the Verbs are generally expreft, in the Eng-
lith Language, by the Help of other Verbs,
for that Reafon called auxiliary, as will, fhall,
bave, bhad, can, could, may, muft, be, &c. Thefe
muft, upon that Account, occur very frequently,
and, being fignified by their firt Confonant,
they may be joined to one another, as °7 can
be, UV willbe, V bave, or bas been, U to be, U
ought to be, ~/ muff be, &c. and when the
negative Particle no intervenes, it may be de-
noted by its firft Confonant, and be joined with
them, as 7, or %7 cannot be, & will not be, v
bave not been, V) not to be, W ought not to be,
&c. When thefe Joinings are, by alittle Practice,
become eafy to the Learner, he may proceed fur-
ther,and join the preceding Pronouns to thefe aux-
iliary Verbs, as 9~/ be muft be, 3 be cannot be,
8cc. This can occafion no Ambiguity; for
though he was taught in his Alphabet, that
this Mark 9 denoted Abave, this d Aad; yet,
when placed immediately before muf# and can,
their Situation fthows, that they cannot, in that
Cafe, fignify Aave and Abad, thofe Auxiliaries

H2 never
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never admitting of fuch an Arrangement. And
further, as w and 4 are often dropt in common
Speech and Writing, as be'll for be will, we've
for we bave, fo they may, for the fake of join-
- ing, be omitted in Short-Hand, as ¥ for e
will, ¥ for be will not be, ¢\ for they bave
been. :

R. 2,—The Learner was taught in the firft
Part of this Treatife, that, in writing all the
Confonants, of which any Word was compofed,
the Beginnings of the Marks, which follow,
muft always.be joined to the Ends of thofe,
which precede them: Whenever, therefore, they,
are joined in any other Manner, it is to denote,
that each particular Mark fignifies a whole
Word, and not a fingle Letter; as, for Exam-
ple, the particular Way of joining the Letters
in this Mark “ is a fufficient Indication, that
they were not intended to reprefent a Word con-
fifting of thofe two Confonants, but twoWords ;
and the v in the Middle of the Line ftanding
for in, and the | for zbe, in the may be writ-
ten thus M, So again this Mark I denotes two
Words, and the — being drawn from thePlace of
the Vowel 7 fhows the latter of them to be 7 ;
and though this Mark | ufually reprefents the
Article zbe, yet, in that Situation, it cannot
poffibly do fo; for that Article can never come
immediately before a Verb; but the Pronouns
very frequently do: 7 is may, therefore, be

very
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very commodioufly written thus I, 1t is not {0
be ~A/ , asit 1s T\, fince it is 4, and by drop-
ping w, as before, we may write [™ st'as for i
was, T it was not tobe, YU it'ere tobe for
it were to be, I it feemsto be ; for the — being
drawn from the Place of ¢ fhows, that it muft be
either ¢ es--— to be, ot it se--— to be; and it feems
to0 be is fo very common a Phrafe, that it will
not give much Trouble to the Reader, though
written in this concife Manner.

R. 3,—Points being the fhorteft of all Marks,
it would argue a great Want of Oeconomy, as
well as Invention, not to make all the Ufe of
them, that can be made, confiftently with the
Regularity of our Syftem. The Power of re-
prefenting Prepofitions and Terminations, which
was allotted to the Confonant Marks, could
not be given to the Points; for, in that Situa-
tion they ftand for the Vowels; and all the
diftinguithable Places, both before and after
the confonant Marks, are already taken up by
the five Vowels: but a Point placed directly
over, or under, the Beginning, or End, of any
of thofe Marks, has as yet had no Signification
annexed to it. As, for Example, in this Mark
V1 , the Point being fo placed, that, if the |
was produced, it would pafs through it, is very
diftinguifthable from all the Vowels. All
derivative Subftantives may, therefore, be
very conveniently reprefented by making the

Point
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Point ftand for the Subftantive derived from
the Word, at the End of which it is placed;
as, in the Example, if \™ is forger, \* will
be Forgetfulnefs——But, as there are derivative
AdjeQives and Adverbs, as well as Subftantives,
it will be a great Compendium to reprefent them
alfo by Points, diftinguifhable, by their Situation,
both from the fubftantive and the vowel Points;
which may be done by placing them in a Line,
which, if produced, would pafs through the
fubftantive Point, and would alfo be perpendi-
cular to the laft confonant Mark; and by making
one placed before the fubftantive Point to figni-
fy the Adjective, one after it, to fignify the Ad-

verb. As \* forgetful, \M Forgetfulnefs,

M, forgetfully, O reafonable, 4 Reafona-
blenefs, £~ reafonably, ~\_- fufficient, T\_.
Sufficiency, ~\—, fufficiently. '

R. 4,—Although the above defcribed Mode
of Abbreviation is very extenfive, there being
in our Language a great Number of long Words
derived from fhort ones, yet it is far from be-
ing the only Ufe, which may be made of thefe
adjective, fubftantive, and adverb Points. In
all Difcourfes whatever, there muft be fome
principal Words, which, either by their more
particular Relation to the Subject, or frequent
Occurrente, will be eafily difcoverable, however
concifely written. If fuch Words begin with
2 Confonant, the firft Letter, if not the firft

Vowel
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Vowel and Confonant, with the adjetive, fub«
ftantive, or adverb Point annexed, will fuggeft
them immediately; and therefore will be, though
a brief, yet a fufficient Defcription of them.
As for Inftance, if the following Paffage be
tranfcribed, out of a Difcourfe upon the Folly
of worldly Mindednefs, in common Long-
Hand after this Manner, Our blejfed L , both
by bis Preaching, and Ex bas fully fhown us
the Vanity, and Folly of fecking for folid and lafting
H. » in the Poffeffion of any of the Goods of
this prefent W——, every one muft imme-
diately fee, that the Words, defcribed by their
initial Letters, are too plainly pointed out by the
Nature of the Subje&, and their accompanying
Eplthcts, to leave any Room for Doubt, or Mi-
ftake. In following a Speaker, the fame De~
fcription of them in Short-Hand muft, there-
fore, be allowed to be fufficient. - But it may
not be amifs to give another Inftance or two,
with the Short-Hand Charaers for the abbre-
viated Words, as Life and A are brought to
Light by the < ; or again the / of the Dead,
and a future Stateof / and ) are plainly, and
pofitively taught in the < . In thefe Inftances,
it will coft an attentive Reader very little Time
to fill up A and <, in the firft Example, with
Immortality and Gofpel, / / ) and o, in the
laft, with Refurrection, Rewards, Punifbments,
and Gojpel. So in writing after Pleaders, who
frequcntly ufe the Expreflion with Submiffion to

your
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your Lordfbip, with . to your /° would be f{uf-
ficient; If the AdjeCtive bumble be joined to

. Submiffion, it may be denoted by its firft Con-

fonant, and be joined to the Subftantive, and
the Phrafe, with bumble Submiffion may be
written thus, with 1. o This will be found a

very ufeful Compendium; for there are many

Subftantives, to which fome particular Adjeives
are ufually joined, as buman Nature, chrifiian Re-
bgion, natural Philofophy, &c. Whenever, there-
fore, the Subject treated of will lead to the Dif-
covery of the Subftantive, though denoted only
by its firft Confonant, it will, at the fame Time,
difcover the adjoined AdjeGive. This Method
may indeed appear, at firft Sight, to clath with
the Rule about derivative Subftantives; but it
will feldom happen, that the two Confonants
will compofe any Word, from which another
can be derived; or if it fhould, it would fcarcely
ever be fuch a one, as would agree with the Con-
text. As for Example, in the firft Inftance, viz.
buman Nature, the initial Letters U would form
no Englifh Word, from which any Subftantive is
derived; in the fecond, °7 might indeed be Care-
fulnefs ; but that Word cannever be inferted in the
Room of the Words Cbriffian Religion, without
deftroying the Senfe of the Paflage, or, at leaft,
breaking its Connexion with the Context.

It will appear evidently, upon a little Con-
fideration of the Nature of this Mode of Ab-
breviation,




(6 )
‘breviation, that no Limits can be fet to it;
but that it may be more, or lefs frequently
ufed in Proportion to the Knowledge, Skill,
and Readinefs of the Writer, which will enable
him to judge in what Inftances fuch Liberties
may be taken, without occafioning Ambiguity,
Moft Writers of this Short-hand have accuf-
tomed themfelves to mark fuch Words, as moft
frequently occur in their own particular Pro- -
feffions, by the initial Letters, with the fub-
ftantive, adjeGtive, and adverb Points refpec-
tively, which, through Cuftom, eafily fuggeft
thofe Words to them at firft Sight. But, it
muft not be underftood, that thofe Marks ne-
ceflarily imply thofe Words, and no other——
They may ftand for any other beginning” with .
the fame Letters, which the Senfe of the Paf-
fages requires, It cannot, thercfore, be ex-
pected, that a Lift of them fhould be given
here; but the following are fome of thofe,
which are moft commonly ufed, as < God,
1 Happinefs, J Heaven, & Lord, & always,
&' altogether, ** Occafion, *~. accordingly, J
notwithflanding, ) Opinion, ) perhaps, / Re=
- ligion, ., Subject, ) togetber, P World.

R. 5,—An Attention to that Property of the
Englith Language of exprefling the different
Conncxxons, and Relations of one Thing to
another, for the moft Part, by Prepofitions,
which the Greek and Latin, and fome modern

J Languages
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Languages do by varying the Terminations of
the Subftantives, or, as the Grammarians ftile

it, by their Cafes, will point out a further Aps

plication of the Dot to the Purpofes of Ab-
breviation; for, as in the Latin Manufcripts,
- the Root, or Body of the Word being given,
there was no Neceflity of writing the various
Terminations of the Cafes, fince any Reader,
who underftood that Language, could himfelf
{upply the particular Termination, which the
Cafe required; fo in Englith, if the two related
~ Subftantives be fuch, as may be readily known,
even when reprefented by their firft Confonants
only, they may be joined together, placing a
Dot at the Point of their Juncion, to fhow
that they are both Subftantives, and the Pre-
pofition conneing them may be omitted ; for
it may as certainly, and as readily, be fupplied
by the Reader, as the Cafes in Latin before
mentioned. This Confideration will therefore
diGate the following Rule, viz. That a Dot
placed at the Point of Concurrence of two con-
fonant Marks, thus &, denotes two Subftan-
tives, of which thofe Marks are the firft Con-
fonants ; and alfo that the latter is governed of,
or conneed to, the former by fome Prepofition,
which is omitted.

As, for Example, In this Sentence, tbe Sum
or Subftance of all the Commandments is contained
sn the two following, t0 awit, the &~ and the Love

. of
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of our Neighbour ; the particular Situation of
the Dot in this Mark & denotes, that both
L and G are Subftantives, the Article ¢be before
the firft, points out plainly enough the omitted
Prepofition of, and the leaft Degree of Atten-
tion to the Words, which precede and follow
the contratted Mark, will difcover, thatit muft
be the Love of God. ‘

Or again, the A is the Root of all Evil, that is,
the L—— of M——, the Love of Money is the
Root of all Evil. Or, feck ye firft the %/ and his
Righteoufnefs, thatis, the Kingdom of God, &c.

But, in the following Paflage, Grawty is
difcoverable in all Sorts of Matter, upon which we
can make any Experiments, but the < fill re-
mains undifcovered, it is evident that the K-

o G » muft be the Caufe of Gravity.

The Articles a or tbe, in this, and in many
of the following Ways of Abbreviation, may,
for the fake of joining, be omitted, as, in the
following Sentence, fince the Light of the Gofpel
bas fhone upon the World, &c. the Light of the
Gofpel may be written thus, zbe &

And further, though an Adjetive fhould
precede either of the Subftantives, yet they may
all three be reprefented by their firft Confonants
' : I2 joined
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joined together with the Dot always placed at
the End of the firft Subftantive. No Difficulty
can ever arife in dt&mguxfhmg the Adjective
from the Subftantives. For, in the following
Sentence, the great Goodnefi of God is manifeft inall
bis Dealings with bis Creatures, if thefe Words, be
great Goodnefs of God be written thus, zhe 2

the Dot placed at the End of the fecond Mark
fhows, that it muft be the firft Subftantive, the
third muft, therefore, denote the latter Subftan-
tive, and the firft, confequently, the Adjective.

- If the Dot be placed at the End of the ﬁrﬁ:
Mark, asin this Example, bis Majefly the %/
It is evident that the firft muft be a Subftan-
tive; and a little Attention to the ufual Ar-
rangement-of Words in the Englith Language
will foon fuggeft, that the fecond muft be an Ad-
jeive, as Adjectives generally precede the Sub-
ftantives to which they are related ; there is,
therefore as much given, as if it had been writ-
ten in Long-hand thus, &is Majefly the K—
of G—— B——, which, in a Difcourfe con-
cerning him, would be fufficient to difcover,
that the contratted Words muft be ng of
Great Britain.

If each of the Subftantives have an AdjeQive
joined-to them, there can be no Difficulty ; for
the firt and third muft be Adjetives, except
in fome rare Inftances, in which the common

Order
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Order is fometimes changed, and the laft Adjec~
tive is put after its Subftantive, as, in this, z4e.
great Goodnefs of God Almighty, in fuch Cafes,
cither the laft Adjective muft be feparated from
~the Reft of the Mark, or, if joined, it muft
have the adjective Dot annexed and ' zbe great
Goodnefs of God Almighty may be written thus,

tbeuf{ o

This Relation of Subftantives, which is ex~
prefled in Latin by the Genitive Cafe, in Eng-
lith by the Prepofition of; is, by far, the moft
common ; but the Rule is more extenfive, and
ferves to exprefs two Subftantives conne&ed by

- any Prepofition whatfoever, as for, in, with,
after, &c. provided that the Context, or any par=
ticular Words of the Sentence eafily indicate,
not only the two Subftantives, which are
denoted by their firt Confonants, but alfo
the Prepofition, which ought to be inferted.
As, for Example, in this Sentence, bappy is it
Jor us, if, convinced by Experience of the Vanity
of putting our Truft in Man, we place all our Con=
Jidence in God, the three laft Words may be
thus exprefled =&  For the Context plainly
points out the two Subftantives, and the Verb
place marks evidently, that the omitted Prepo-
fition cannot be ¢f, but muft be 7.

In this Sentence, our boly Reiigion abfolutely
Jorbids all Inflances of Revenge, our Saviour ex-

prely



( 66 )

prefly commanding all bis Difciples to return.Good
Jor Evil.  Good for Evil may be written in this
Manner ¥\ ; for the Verb return thows plainly,
that it cannot be Good of Ewil, but muft be
Good for Evil. It may, perhaps, be objeGted
here, that v is not the firft Letter of the Word
-Evil; but it muft be obferved, that the Words
of the Rule are, that the Dot denotes two Sub-
ftantives, of which thofe Marks are the firft
Confonants, not the firft Letters; and 2 Word
may, fometimes, be fo pointed out by others,
which accompany it, as to be eafily difcoverable,
though the initial Vowel be omitted.

It may not be improper to add anothcr Ex-
ample or two for the better underftanding of this
Rule, as thus, In this prefent State there is no
JSuch Thing to be met with, as pure unmixed Plea-
Jure or Pain, Goodor Evil; here below all Things
~ are mixed, Pleafure with Pain, Good with Evil;
the latter Part of which Sentence may be writ-
thus 3, A\ ; for the Word mixed, requiring
the Prepoﬁtlon with after it, thows, that 3,
°A, cannot be P—— of P , G of
V——, but muft be P—~— with P
G—— withV

Or, thus, de is now become quite blind, be can-
ot even diftinguifl ¢y L—— from Do Light
from Darknels.

- Or
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- Or again, if we confider, that without Health
awe cannot enjoy any of thofe Pleafures, which Rickes
can procure, what' Man, that cfiimates Things
according to their Reality, rather than their Ap-
pearance, would mot prefer V., HEALTH ToO
Ricues. Or thus, # he bad it in bis Option,
would not rather choofe /' , HEALTH THAN
Ricues. Or, would not choofe ¥V , HEALTH
BEFORE RICHES '

R. 6,—The fubftantive Point, placed before
a fingle confonant Mark, dcnotes, that the
Subftantive, reprefented by it;.is to be repeated,
with fome intervening Prepofition, as, after,
t0, by, as for Example, Day after Day, thus
( o Or from Time to Time thus, from i &c.

R. 7,—The fubftantive, adjetive, or adverb
Point placed before two, or more confonant
Marks joined together, denotes two or more
Subftantives, Adjectives, or Adverbs refpec~
tively, of which thofe Marks are the firft Con-
fonants, and alfo that they are connected by a
‘Conjunction.

As, for Example, Our Hgﬁd[f Lorp AND
SAvVIOUR, Fefus Chrif}, by bhis § DEATH AND
PassioN, made a fufficient "1 SATISFACTION
AND ATONEMENT jfor the fins of the whole World.

Or again, the Legiflative Power in England
: i
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is not vefled in a fingle Perfon, for 'Z Kineg,
Lorps, aND ComMons muf join in every Aé}
before it bas the Force of a Law,

Or further, the Precepts both of "/ NATU=
RAL AND REVEALED Religion forb:d us to do our
Neigbbours any Injury. Here the Point thows, that
both » and » are Adjectives, and the Word Re-
ligion, to which they are conneted, will imme-
diately fuggeft the Words narural and revealed.

Or, " add one other Inftance, What doth the
Lord thy God require of thee, but to live _/ so-
BERLY, RIGHTEOUSLY, AND GODLYSY # this

_prefent World. Here it appears by the prefixed
Point, that s, 7, and g muft all be Adverbs, and
confequently, that there is nearly as much ex-
prefled, as if the fame Sentence had been written
in Long-hand after this Manner, viz. wbat doth
the Lord thy God reqaire of thee, but 10 live f~—1ly,

by, and g—==ly in this prefent World, which
furely would give very little Trouble to fill up
with the Words foberly, righteoufly, and godlily.

Thus any Series of Subﬁantnves, Ad_;e&wes,

or Adverbs, may be exprefled by their firft Con-

~ fonants joined together with the proper Point
prefixed : But we muft not mdulge ourfelves in

domg this, atall Adventures. It is only to be

done in fuch Inftances, wherein .the Common-
nefs of the Phrafe, or the Nature of the Sub-
je&

e e ——— =
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je& points out the Words fignified by thofe
Letters; or when the Words, f{o briefly defcribed,
are fuch, that no other can be inferted in their
ftead, confiftently with the Senfe of the Paf=
fage. '

When great Difpatch is required, as in the
Cafe of following a Speaker, all Omiffions are
allowable, which can afterwards be fupplied by
a careful Attention to the Idiom of the Lan-
guage, and to the Connection of the contracted
Words with thofe which precede, or fol' \w them.
And it may not be improper to obferve, that
greater, or lefs Liberties of contra&ting may be
taken, in Proportion as the Speaker is more, or
lefs accurate in his Language. For it is cer-
tain, that any Contrations, where the Style is
clear, and regular, may be more eafily decy-
phered, than where it is confufed, and embar-
rafled. It may happen, indeed, fometimes, that
the Words fignified by fuch Contractions will not
occur at firft fight ; but a little Thought will
difcover them ; and the Reader will find, that
an Attention of this Sort will very agreeably,
and infen(ibly lead him into a perfeét Knowledge
of the Idiom of his own Language,

R. 8,—Many long Words may be, and are
frequently expreft in common Writing by
their firlt Syllable only, with a Mark, to thew,
that fomething is wanting, as Mult for

Multi
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Multitude, Cor for Correfpondence. So in
Short-hand,longWords, efpecially thofe,in which
the Marks for the Confonants will not join neatly,
may be denoted by their firft Syllable, with as
many Points annexed, as there are Syllables
wanting, as ~1- for Multitude, °>.. for Cor-
refpondence.®*  And when great Difpatch is re-
quired, the Points may be omitted, efpecially
if the Words do not begin with Prepofitions,
as =% for Signification, § for Dificulty, = for
Negligence.,

R. 9,—The Power, given to the confonant
Marks of reprefenting Prepofitions and Ter-
minations, will enable us to write great Num-
bers of long Words, after a very expeditious
Manner: for Words, beginning with Prepofi-
tions, may be denoted by their refpe@ive Pre-
pofitions, together with the next Confonant and
Vowel, and oftentimes with the next Confonant
only, adding to it the fubftantive, adje&ive, or
adverb Point, when neceflary ; as for Example,
this Mark (/# exprefles a Word beginning with
the two Syllables de-/i; and though there are
many Words, which begin with thofe Syllables,
as deliberate, deliver, delicious, &c. yet, if fuch a

Sentence,

* When one Syllable only is wanting, a Point cannot be ufed
to exprefs it; for a Point fo placed muft denote a Vowel ; but the
Learner has been already taught in that Cafe to make this Mark,

s as /17 for woriting. '
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Sentence, as the following, were to be written
thus, He was not bafly in bis Refolution, but took
Time to deli—— about it, the Word deliberate
would immediately occur to every one. ‘

The Trouble of inferting the Vowel may,
in many Inftances, be faved, by beginning the
Confonant from that Point after the Prepofition,
in which that Vowel fhould be p]acedP 3 as in
this Mark |~ , the m beginning from the «’s
Place after the ¢ {hows, that the next Vowel
after m is #; and the Mark, therefore, is equi-
valent to Tranfinu——, which is a fufficient De-
fri ption of the Word Tranfnutation. '

A few Examples more will fufficiently ex-
plain this Rule; as 4A- recommend, /. Recom-
mendation, /e recommendatory, /—- Refignation,
/. Relolution,*=- Confanguinuity, °X, conveniently,

X Juperficial.

The Participles may be abbreviated after
the fame Manner, by adding, inftead of the
Points, the Terminations #ng or ed to the lat-
ter confonant Mark, as > confi——ing for

confidering, °=< confi—ed for confidered.

Words beginning with double, or treble
Prepofitions, may be written after the fame
Manner ; as ~\ Mifinformation, /Y~ Reprefenta-
tion, ~)* Mifreprefentation, )1 Incompreben-

K2 Sibility,
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Sibility, &c.  The Prepofitions muft always be
joined together; and, if two Confonants begin
the next Syllable, the writing of them both

will help to difcover the Remainder of the
Word ; as ~J] for Mifunderflanding.

It muft appear plainly to every one, upon the
leaft Confideration, that the Words in the fore-
going Inftances are abbreviated ; there can,
therefore, be no Danger of miftaking, for Ex-
ample, this Mark (# for fome fhort Word,
fuch as daily, duly, &c. For, byour Rule, the
. (disjoined always fignifies the Prepofition de :
nor can it be a Word confifting of the Prepofiti-
on de and the Syllable s or /y only; for, if fuch
a Word had occurred, it would have been
fooner written by joining the Marks together
thus &,  This Way of writing, therefore,
fhows, that the Word begins with the Prepo-
fition ¢, that the next Syllable is /, and that
there is fome other Syllable, or Syllables, want-~
ing to compleat it. Nor can the Confonants,
in thofe Examples, in which the Vowels were
omitted, be miftaken for Terminations; as in
‘this Example /42—, the = cannot be fuppofed to
reprefent the Termination tcal ; fince it would
be abfurd to think of defcribing any Word by
its Prepofition and Termination only: for as
the fame Prepofition and Termination are com-
mon to great Numbers of Words, they alone can
‘never give a good Defcription of any - particu-

* lar one. ' ‘ -

This
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This Way of reafoning purfued will lead
to the Difcovery of an eafy and fhort Method
of denoting the Words fe/f and felves, which fo
frequently follow the Pronouns. For, if a
disjoined Mark lofes its Power of reprefenting
a Termination, by being placed clofe after a
Prepofition, the -— muft certainly lofe that of re-
prefenting fion or tion, when. placed clofe after

“any of the Pronouns; fince they never admit
of fuch a Termination. It muft, therefore,
in that Situation, denote only the Confonant s
followed by that Vowel, from whofe Place in
the Line it is drawn; and confequently the
Words fe/f and felves may be very commodioufly
reprefented by drawing the — from the ¢’s Place,
clofe after any of the Pronouns, as ™= myfelf,

1T atfelf, /= ourfelves, (S themfelves, &c.
And, though the Word ow~ fhould intervene, yet

Jelf or felves may flill be fignified in the fame

Manner, as ™= my own felf, =U bis own felf, 8&c.

- 'The Words what, who, whom, bow, &c. have
very often the Word foever added to them,
‘which may, for a Reafon fimilar to the fore-
going, be very aptly exprefled by the — drawn
from the Place of 0; as T— whatfoever, 1— bow-
Jaever, ~— whomfoever, &c.

R. 10,—In like Manner, Words, ending in
any of the Terminations marked in the pre-
_ ceding Table of the Alphabet, may be denoted

. | by
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by their firft Confonant and Vowel, together
with the proper Mark for its Termination. As
for Example, /7 ar ry for arbitrary, X
Op——ity for Opportunity, *=| Cu——ity for
Curiofity, /°% for Lawfulnefs.

But it muft be carefully obferved, that the
Vowel, whether it precedes or follows the Con-
fonant, muft never be omitted ; otherwife the
Confonant might be taken for a Prepofition,
and then this Rule would interfere with the
foregoing : Whereas its Power of reprefenting
a Prepofition is deftroyed by the Addition of
the Vowel, whilft the fingle disjoined Mark,
at the End, retains its Power of reprefenting a
Termination. The Word is, therefore, de-
fcribed by its Beginning and Termination, a
Vacancy being left in the Middle, to be fup-
plied by the Sagacity of the Reader.

R. 11,—It cannot have efcaped the Obfer-
vation of any one, who has confidered the Eng-
lith Language with any Degree of Attention,
that Words of different Signification govern,
or require different Prepofitions ; that Words,
for Example, fignifying Defire, Knowledge,
Ignorance, &c. require the Prepofition of; that
other Words, importing Mercy, Compaffion,
Dependance, &c. require the Prepofition upon,
&c. &c. Care, therefore, being taken to write
the Prepofitions plainly, the fitft Confonant .

' only
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only will, in many Inftances, be found to be
fufficiently defcriptive .of the Words, which
require thofe particular Prepofitions. For, al-
though there may be many Words, which begin
with the fame Confonant, yet all thofe, which
do not require that particular Prepofition, are
upon that Account, immediately excluded; and
the Remainder is, by that Means, reduced to
fo few, that it will be eafy to fele& the proper
one. In every one of the following Sentences,
(and many more of the like kind might be given)
the Letter d denotes a different Word, viz. in
He was very d of being thought rich. You
may d- upon my Promife. I d—— from bim in
Opinton. Hed vebemently againft Luxury. He
d—— long absut the Choice of a Patron, but at
laft refolved to d—— bis Work to, &c. &c. and
yet, by the.Help of the difcriminating Prepo-
fitions, the particular Word, proper to each
Place, is eafily difcoverable.

A few Inftances will be fufficient to give the
Learner a right Notion of this Mcthod of Ab-
breviation.

For Example, the following Sentence, This
belongs to me, may be written thus, This J to me,
or, He made fome good s/ OBSERVATIONS upon
#. I want to ( DIsPOSE of my Houfe. He
AGREED with me in Opinion. There was not the
Jeaft ( DIFFERENCE between us. We muft take

particular
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particular Care to ~ GUARD aganft fuch Paffions,
as we find ourfelves moff & LIABLE to. As for
bis perfonal Eftate, he ( DIVIDED it amongft all
bis Children, in equal Shares.

- And it may be further obferved, that, as few
Englith Words end with the Syllable zo, the
Prepofition #0 may, for that reafon, be joined
to the preceding Word, which was directed to
be fignified by its firft Confonant only. For the
vnufualnefs of the ending will bea fufficientHint,
that the Mark reprefents not one, but twoWords;
and, therefore, This belongs to me, may be written
thus, This N-me, liable to thus & , fatisfaltory
to "1, fubject to _I', the — in this laft Inftance
being made at the Bottom of the Line to thow,
that the Vowel following it is . - But, if any
one finds it dithicult to write the | upwards,
he may, whenever it is neceflary, diftinguith -
the two laft Inftances from one another, by in-
ferting the «, and write filjec? to thus 7l o

- Other Prepofitions, which are denoted in the
Tuable of the Alphabet by a fingle Confonant,
may, in like Manner, be joined to the preced-
ing Word; as in the Example, He made fome
good Objfervations upon it, Obfervations upon may
be written thus ) o Nor will there be any
great Danger of the Readers being puzzled by
miftaking fuch like Marks for fingle Words;
for it will not often happen, that the two Con-

fonants
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fonants, of which they are compofed, will form
any Word, fcarcely ever that they will form
fuch a Word, as will fuit the Place, and agree
with the Context. A little Cuftom will, there-
fore, foon fuggeft to the Learner, that the two
Marks muft denote two Words ; the latter of
which, being reprefented in his Short-hand Al-
phabet by the latter confonant Mark, muft,
for that Reafon, immediately occur to him.

R. 12,—Prepofitions generally require after
them either 2 Noun, or a Pronoun. The Pro-
nouns being few in Number, and in all Lan-
guages ufed as Subftitutes for Nouns, muft oc-
cur very frequently, and by that Means foon
become familiar to the Learner; the Pronoun,
for that Reafon, may be joined to the Prepo-
fition, without Danger of creating any Difficul-
ty to the Reader.

As for Example, be gave it |~ to me, be
left it I to my, Ls to us, | 2o you, V' to
our, V' toyour, &c. The b, th, or wh may,
for the Sake of joining, be dropped in the Pro-
nouns, which begin with thofe Letters, as 4z,
this, whom, &c. and we may write fo Abis thus
L » to this L, diftinguifhing, if it ever thould
be thought neceffary, 4is from zbis, by the dif-
ferent Situation of the Point; 7o Aer and 2o their
thus |/; for a Diftin&ion between them cannot
be made, as was done in the Inftance before,

L by
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by the different placing of the Point; but the
Senfe of the Paflage will eafily fhow which it
muft be. To whom I, tothofe, or to whofe L.
to which &, to each &, it was not «~ IN MY
Power, 1t was thrown > UNDER MY Feet, be
came and dwelt ~. AMONGST Us, you may de-
pend - UPON ME.

This Rule is not to be reftrained to thofe Pre-
pofitions only, which are denoted in the Table
of the Alphabet by a fingle Confonant, as among,
under, upon, &c. but may be extended to others,’
which mutft, in that Cafe, be reprefented by their
firft Confonant, and be joined to the Pronoun,
as be did it B~ witu My Confent. This will
occafion no Ambiguity, fince f cannot in this
Place fignify the Word wil/; for fuch a Sen-
tence as be did it will my Confent, would be nei-
ther Senfe, nor Grammar. Its fituation in the
Sentence, and Conne&ion with the pronominal
Ad_]e&wc my mark plamly, that it muft be fome
Prepofition, which begins with .

And though feveral Prepofitions thould begin
with the fame Confonant, yet they may be writ-
tenin thisManner, provided that the preceding or
following Words be fuch, as will ferve to di-
ftinguith them, and thew which of them muft
needs there be meant, as in the following Ex-
ample, He came privately and took it away b~
witnouT MY Knowledge. To floop to fo mean

- an
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on Aétion was much J. BENEATH HIs Dignity.
It is A BEYOND MY Reach. Above may be di-
ftinguithed from 4eyond by prefixing the initial
Vowel, as it is ). ABoveE MY Comprebenfion.
They divided it equally A BETWEEN THEM. He
bad the Impudence to do it ~ BEFORE MY Face.
He did it lyly /N BEHIND MY Back.

But it is to be noted here, that, when the
Prepofitions. themfelves are abbreviated, as in
thefe Inftances above, they cannot help to
explain other Words, as they did in thofe men-
tioned in the beginning of the 11th Rule, in
which they were directed to be written plainly ;
for it would be very puzzling, indeed, if that
Word, which was to affift in explaining OthCIS,

‘wanted Explanation itfelf.

R. 13,—After the Learner has, by a Tittle
PraQice, made the lat Method of Abbrevia-
tion familiar to him, he may venture to com-
bine it with the foregoing, and join the preced-
ing Word, the Prepofition, and Pronoun all

‘together ; and as he had learned before to write .

belongs to thus ., and as the laft Rule taught
him to write 70 me thus |~, he may now join
them all together, and write delongs to me thus
A s extends to us thus 1., agreed with me thus
“in , depend upon me S~, Objfervations upon this
. o He was a notorious Traytor and caught in
actual A~ REBELLION AGAINST HIs Mz~

Lz = Jfy-
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Jefty. He was an ill-natured Man, and always
endeavouring 1o fow (~. DISSENTIONS AMONGST
uis Neigbbours, &c.

When a Pronoun, or a Prepofition and Pro=
noun follow the Verb, and are themfelves fol«
lowed by a Prepofition and pronominal Adjec~
tive, they may all be joined together, as T ).
CONGRATULATED HIM UPON His, &c. [
“%. CONDOLED WITH HIM UPON HIs, &c.

The Words fome, any, none, which, each, both,
&c. followed by a Prepofition and Pronoun,
may, agreeably to this Rule, be denoted by
their firft Confonants, and be joined to the Pre-
pofition, and Pronoun, as "N\~ fome of them,
“A_. any of us, "N~ -none of them, N~ both of
them, N\~ wbhich of them, N~ each of them,
&c. The firlt Dot is inferted to diftinguifh the
Words from one another, which begin with the
fame Confonant, as none, any, &c. The latter
Dot muft never be omitted, as it is the appoin=
ted way of Writing the Pronouns, when join-
ed to Prepofitions; as N\~ of zhem.

R. 14—After the Learner has for fome Time
accuftomed himfelf to the foregoing Rule, he
may advance a Step further, and join the Ad-
verbs preceding the Verbs, and the Subftan-
tives following the pronominal Adjetives, to

' the
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the Verbs and Adjetives refpetively, denoting
both the Adverbs, and Subftantives by their
firft Confonants, or at moft by their firft Con-
fonants and Vowels; as, for Example, you may
. 34 SAFELY DEPEND UPON MY WORD*.

Difficult as this may feemn to a new Beginner,
yet Habit, and a little Refle¢tion upon the Na-
ture of our Language, will quickly render it
eafy to him. His own Experience will foon
convince him, that Contrations, when judi-
cioufly made, may be more certainly and eafily
read, than the unexperienced are apt to imagine.
It may, perhaps, for a while at the firft, be a good
Method to take the Contra&ions to Pieces, writ=
ing in Long-hand exactly what is given in Short-
hand. The foregoing Contracion fo tranfcribed
would ftand thus, you may fa d- upon my
w. Here the Prepofition upon will {oon
fuggeft, that the preceding Word, beginning
with the Confonant 4, muft be depend; and the
Word denoted by its initial Letters /z, coming
betwixt the auxiliary may, and the Verb depend,
is by its Situation, according to the ufual Ar=
rangement of Words in our Language, plainly
enough marked to be an Adverb; fo that it is
nearly the fame, as if it had been written thus,

You

~ * Ag a Subftantive muft neceffarily follow the Adjective my, there
was no occafion to place the Point at the End of the b to fhow,
that it was one,
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You may fa—ly depend upon my W——, which is
too plain a Defcription, to prove a Stumbling-
block to any attentive Reader.

R. 15,—Many commmon Phrafes, formed
by a Subftantive preceded by the Prepofitions
with, without, in, &c. and followed by #o, of,
&c. may be very conveniently contracted, as
1. with Regard, Refpei?, or Reference to. He
bufely broke bis Promife /. wiTHouT ANY RE-
GARD To His Honour, | in Relation to, N in
order to, >\ in Confequence, Comparifon, or Confi-
deration of, N in obedience to your, V\_ by
Reafon of bis, N_ by Virtue of bis. In this In-
ftance the proportionably little 7 fhows, that
the Mark following it is to be divided into two
Letters. 3 upon Account of, it was not ‘R IN
THE POWER OF Man to fave bim, &c.

R. 16,—Common adverbial Phrafes are, in
like Manner, often denoted by their initial Con-
fonants joined together, as \\ for the future,
Y at the fame Time, > at prefent, " in this
Manner, ‘A in like Manner, %" in a great
Meafure, A~ in the fame Manner, V" in_fo
 much that, "~ fo much the more, I ir the mean
Time, ™ in general, ) in particular, &c.

And when the Proportion of Equality is ex-
prefled by 6 — as, or as — as, with fome one
Word intervening, they may be all joined to-

gether

o — e

Jre
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gether as e Jo much as, =" as much as, .

as well as, 22 as long as, =~ as good, or as
great as, &c.

R. 17.—The Contra&ions, which may be
made, when 7 75 or it was are followed by an
Adjettive, and 0 or that, are fo numerous, that
we muft content ourfelves with giving a few of
the mott ufual, as F\. i is impoffible to, ™ it
was unneceffary to, . it is contrary to, Vit is
according to, " it is obfervable that, |\ it is
evident that, &/ it is demonfirable that, - J(
1t is not to be fuppofed that, &c.

* The Methods of Abbreviation, which have
been taught and explained inthe precedingPages,
are fuch, as are of moft common Ufe and Prac-
tice; and tho’ they are not many in Number,
yet they are very extenfive in their Application;
for a Sentence can fcarce occur, in which fome or
other of them will not find a Place. But. yet
we are far from pretending to have exhaufted
theSubject. An accurate, and affiduous Attention
to the Nature and Idiom of our Language may
fuggeft others, as ufeful, and extenfive as thefe.
Proper Care being taken to lay a right Founda-
tion, the lawful, that is the legible Ways of
contra&ing will increafe, in Proportion to the
Wrriters Want of them. The more he writes, |
the more concifely he may venture to write,

and yet be able to read his Contrations with
Eale;
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Eafe; provided that he builds them upon fome

known Particularity of our Language: for which

Reafon we have been more follicitous to explain
the Grounds of our Rules, than curious in the
Choice, or copious in the Number of Examples.

But it may not be amifs, before we conelude,
to make a Remark or two upon Abbreviations
in general.—Firft, that in all the various Ways,
that can be taken, of contratting, (that is of
defcribing Words by fome fhorter Method, than
that of writing all the Confonants, of which
they confift) Care muft be taken, when the
Contracion confiftsof two or more Words join-
ed together, that no one Word of it be repre-
fented by more than one Character; and, fe-
condly, that the whole Mark by fome means
or other, if poflible, be thown to be a Contrac-
tion, as it has been generally done in the fore-
going Pages, either by the Infertion of Points
in the Middle of the Marks, as ™\~ for fome
of them, (which, when Difpatch is required, is
never practifed to denote Vowels in the Middle
of Words;) or by the unufual ending of the
Mark, as ¢l for kiable to, it 'Y~ appears that ;
for few Words, (fince the Termination ¢4, fo
frequent in Scripture Language, is now almoft
grown obfolete,) end in 26; or by the unufual
joining of the Marks, as | in the, & it is, &e.
Otherwife the Reader might be puzzled in
hunting for fome one Word confifting of the

Letters,
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Letters, which are written : Whereas if he
knows it to be a Contra&ion, he is not be-
wildered in his Refearches, but is, at firft, di-
rected the right Road, and has nothing to do,
but to fearch after fome Word for every Charac-
ter, which will fuit the Defcription, and agree
with the Context.

And when Contrattions are judicioufly made,
the Learner, provided he will cbferve the Cau-
tion already given, (and which cannot be too
often repeated) of beginning with the eaficft,
and of not proceeding to a fecond, until the
firft is become familiar, will certainly find the
Difficulty of decyphering them leflen every
Day. Many, who bhave been for fome Time
accuftomed to them, find them as eafy to read,
as Words written at greater Length,

But, fuppofing that there was more Difficulty
in the Reading of them; yet, provided that
they may be certainly made out by due Atten-
tion to the Subje&t treated upon, and the Idiom
of the Language, it will be fufficient: For
the Learner muft be advertifed, that thefe Con-
trattions were not defigned to be taught, as the
common ftandard Method of writing Short-
hand upon all Occafions.—That Method, which
was taught in the firft Part, and which will be
as eafily read, upon a little Practice, as common
Long-hand, will be found fufficiently fhort for

M all
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all common Purpofes ; and it fhould therefore
be kept to, when very great Difpatch is not
required.

In the Inftance of following a Speaker, all
Helps, that can be had from the Properties of
our Language, and can be exprefled intelligibly
by the Letters of our Short-hand Alphabet,
muft be made ufe of.

All Inventors of Short-hand have found the
Neceffity, in that Cafe, of denoting Words by
fome more expeditious Method, than that of
writing all the Letters, of which they confift;
but moft of them have, for that Purpofe, un-
happily fallen upon the Expedient of making
numberlefs arbitrary Marks, to fignify particu-
lar Words, and Phrafes, which alfo were often
chofen rather upon Account of their Length,
than their frequent Occurrence.

But this injudicious Application of their ar-
bitrary Marks is far from being the only Ob-
jeCtion againft them —The ftrongeft by far is,
that they made their Methods very burthen-
fome to the Memory, tedious and difficult to
be learned, but very foon and readily forgotten ;
and alfo rendered their Writings fcarcely legible
to the Writers themfelves, unlefs they fat down
to decypher them immediately, whillt every
Thing was frefh in their Memory; but to others,

: they
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they were almoft always illegible. The World
by this Means has been deprived of the La-
bours of feveral learned Men, of which, had a
regular Syftem of Short-hand been then com-
monly ufed, it might now have enjoyed the
Benefit.

But thefe Obje&ions lye not againft the Me-
thods of Abbreviation here taught. They bur-
then the Memory with no new and arbitrary
Marks, and with but few Rules for the Ex-
tenfion of the Powers of the alphabetical Cha-
racters; and yet thofe Rules are fo general, and
applicable to fuch a Multitude of Cafes perpe-
tually occuring, that they give this Syftem the
Advantage, even in point of Expedition, over
arbitrary Marks, and at the fame time leave
the Writing legible, whatever length of Time
intervenes, not only to the Writer himfelf, but
alfo to every Fellow-practifer of the fame Me-
thod. '



A Summary of the preceding Rules of
Abbreviation.

RULE FIRST,

O join the auxiliary Verbs, the Particle

not, and the Pronouns together, as 7
can be, V bave or has been, ~) muft be, °7 can-
not be, \~) be muft be, 3 be cannot be, "V
ought not to be, &c. Page 53.

R. 2, To join the Marks in an unufual Man-
ner, in order to thew, that each particular Mark
denotes a Word, and not a fingle Letter, as
" in the, b itis, & asitis, =+ finceit is, [
it was, T it was not to be, [V it feems to be,
&c. P. 56.

R. 3, To denote derivative Adje&ives, Sub-
ftantives, or Adverbs by placing a Point in a
particular Manner after the Word, from which
they are derived, as \M forgetful, \*| Forge:-
Sulnefs, \, forgetfully, “O reafinable, “o
Reafonablenefs, - reafonably, &c. P. 57.

R. 4, To denote fuch Words, as, either by
their frequent Occurrence, or particular Rela-
tion to the Subje, are eafily difcoverable, by
their firft Confonant, or firft vowel and Confo-

nant, with the adjective, fubftantive, or adverb
Point
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Point annexed, as Life and A IMMorTALITY
are brought to Light by the < GospeL. The /

RESURRECTION of the Dead, and a future State
of / REwarpsand ) PuNisumENTS, &c.

- And alfo for denoting the Adjeives, which
ufually accompany fuch Subftantives, by their
firft Confonant joined to the Subftantive, as wizb
‘L HUMBLE SUBMISSION fo your Lordfbip, &c.

P. s8.

R. 5, To place a Dot at the Point of Con~
currence of two confonant Marks, to denote
two Subftantives conneted together by fome

Prepofition, which is omitted : as the & Love
of God. We muft place all our %/ Confidence in

God.  Our Savieur exprefly commands all bis Dif-
ciples to return X\ Good for Evil, &c.

And.alfo if an AdjeCtive precedes ecither the
firft or fecond Subftantive, to join them all to-
gether, taking care always to place the Dot at
the End of the firft Subftantive, as zhe %
great goodnefs of God. His Majefly the
King of Great Britain, &c. P. 62,

R. 6, To place a fubftantive Point before
a fingle confonant Mark, to denote that the
Subftantive is to be repeated with fome inter-
vening Prepofition, as, ( Day by Day. From
i Time to Time, &c. P. 67.

' R. 7.
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R. 7, For placing the fubftantive, adjetive,
or adverb Point before two or more confonant
Marks, to denote two or more Subfltantives,

Adjeltives, or Adverbs conneéed by a Con-

jun&ion : as, our bleffed £ Lord and Saviour.
The Precepts both of 7 NATURAL AND RE-
VEALED Religion. We muff live _* foberly,
righteoufly, and godly, &c. P. 67.

R. 8, To exprefs long Words by their firft
Syllable, with as many Points annexed, as there
are Syllables wanting : as, ~1+ Mulitude, °7.
Correfpondence, &c.

When great Difpatch is required, the an-
nexed Points may be omitted, as, \ Dificulty,
% Signification. P. 68.

R. 9, To exprefs Words by their Prepofi-
tions, together with the next Confonant and
Vowel, or next Confonant only : as, (/ delibe-
rate, |~ Tranfmutation, /. Recommendation,
$=- Confanguinity, X, convemiently, &c.

'The Terminations sng or ed muft be added to
the Participles, inftead of the Points ; as, °s-
confidering, “<¢ confidered.

If the Words begin with double or treble
Prepofitions, the Prepofitions muft be all joined
together: as, /N~ Reprefentation, ~/)— Mifre-
prefentatiany I Incomprebenfibility.

And
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. And further, for denoting /fe/f and Jelves after

the Pronouns s and foever, after the words what,
who, whom, &c. as, ™ myfelf, 1T itfelf, /.
ourfelves 5 T— whatfoever, f~— whomfoever, &cs
P. 69.

R. 10, For denoting Words by their firft
Confonant and Vowel, and their Terminations :
as / arbitrary, ) Opportunity, &c. P. 72.

R. 11, For denoting, by their firft Confonant,
fuch Words, as are eafily difcoverable by the
means of the particular Prepofitions, which
they require; as, this ) BELONGS fo me. He
made fome good ) OBSERVATIONS upon it. We
muft ¥ GUARD againft fuch Paffions as we are
moff ¢ LIABLE to, &c.

And alfo for joining fuch Prepofitions to the
preceding Words, as tbis A belongs 1o, 48
liable to, /) Obfervations upon. P. 73.

R. 12, For joining Pronouns to Prepofitions,
as |~ o me, L to us, | fo bis, b to whom,
~_: among f8 us, fn with my, &c. P. 77.

R. 13, For joining the preceding Word, the
* Prepofition, and Pronoun all together ; as, An
belongs to me, “t agreed with me, S~ depend
upon me, J\.. Obfervations upon this, &c.

And
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And alfo for denoting the Words, fome, any,
mone, which, &c. by their firft Confonant, and
* joining them to the Prepofition and Pronoun :

as, ~\~ Jfome of them, \_: any of us, &c. P. 79.

R. 14, For joining Adverb, Verb, Prepofi-
tion, pronominal Adjective, and Subftantive all
together; as, you may 754 f afely depend upon my
aord. P. 8o. .

R. 15, For abbreviating common Phrafes,
formed by a Subftantive preceded by the Prepo-
fitions, with, without, in, &c. and followed by
to, of &c. as . awith Regard, Refpect, or Re-
ference to, - in order to, >\ in Confequence,
Comparifon, or Confideration of, &c. P. 82.

R. 16, For denoting common adverbial
Phrafes, by the initial Confonants joined toge-
ther; as \\ for tbe Suture, ‘A in ltke Manner,
&N in g great Meafure, &c. P. 82,

R. 17, Inftances of Contra&ions, when s s,
or it was, are followed by an Adjective, and 7o
or that; as N\ it is impoffible to, " it is ob-
Jervable that, [\ it was unneceffary to, &c.
P. 8;3.

FINTIS.
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