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Dignity of Human Nature.

I

N order to place this point in the cleareſt light,

to the fatisfaction of all impartial men , we have

only to enquire , What is the real ſtate , with regard

: to Knowledge and Virtue, wherein mankind have

been from the earlieſt times ? And what ſtate are

they in at this day ?

I, 1. What is the ſtate (to begin with the former

branch of the enquiry ) with regard to Knowledge

and Virtue, wherein according to the moſt authen

tic accounts, mankind have been froin ihe earlieſt

times ? We have no authentic account of the ſtate

of mankind in the times antecedent to the Deluge ,

but in the writings of Moles. What then , accord

ing to theſe was the ſtate of mankind in thoſe

A 2
times ?
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times ? Moſes gives us an exa &t and full account :

God then ſaw that the wirkednels of man was great,

and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart

was only evil continually , Gen. vi . 5. 12, 13 . And

this was not the caſe of only part of mankind ;

but all fefe had corrup'ed his way upon the eartha

And accordingly God laid , The end of all fefh is

come ; for the earth is filled uith violence through them .

Only Norh was righteous before God, c. vii. 1 .

Therefore only he and his houſehold were ſpared ,

when God brought the food upon the world of the

ungodly, and destroyed them all from the face of

the earth .

« Let us examine the moſt diftinguiſhing fea .

tures in this draught . Not barely the works of

their hands, or the words of their tongue, but

every imagination of the thoughts of their heart was

evil. The contagion had ipread itſelf through the

inner man ; had tainted the ſeat of their principles,

and the fource of their actions. But was there not

fome mixture of good ? No ; they were only evil.

Not ſo much as a little leaven of piety , unleſs in

one ſingle family. But were there nolucid intervals ?

No happy moments wherein Virtue gained the

aſcendency ? None : every imagination, every

thought was only evil continually ."

2. Such was the ſtate of mankind for at leaſt

fixteen hundred years . Men were corrupting

themſelves and each other, and proceeding from

one degree of wickedneſs 10 another, uill they

were all ( fave eight perſons) ripe for deſtruction.

So deplorable was the ſtate of the moral world,

while the natural was in its higheſt perfection.

And yet it is highly probable , that the inhabitants

of the earth were then abundanıly more numerous,

than ever they have been ſince, conſidering the

length of their lives, falling little ſhort of a thou .

fand years , and the ſtrength and vigour of their

bodies, which we may eaſily gather fro.n the time

they
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they were to continue : to ſay nothing of the fer

tility of the earth , probably far greater than it is at

preſent. Confequently it was then capable of

ſuſtaining ſuch a number of inhabitants, as could

not now ſubſiſt on the produce of it .

3. Let us next take a view of the Families of the

Sons of Noah, the inhabitants of the earth after

the Flúod . The firſt remarkable incident we read

concerning thern is , that while they were all of one

language, they faid one to another, Let us build a

City and a Tower, whoſe top may reach unto heaven,

left we be ſcattered abroad upon the face ofthe earth; *

Ti is not eaſy to determine, what were, ihe peculiar

aggravations which attended this attempt. But it is

certain , there was daring wickedneſs iherein ,

which brought upon them the very thing they

feared. For the Lord by con founding their lan

guage ( not their religious worſhip : can we fup

poſe God would confound this ? ) ſcattered them .

abroad upon the face of the earth . Now whatever

particulars in this account may be variouſly intera

preted, thus much is clear and undeniable, That

all theſe, that is, all the inhabitants of the earth :

had again corrupted their way ; the univerſal

wickedneſs being legible in the univerſal puniſh

ment.

$

118

4. We have no account of their reforming their

ways, of any univerſal or general repentance,.

before God ſeparated Abraham to himſelf, to be

the father of his choſen people. Nor is there any

reaſon to believe , that the reſt of mankind were

improved either in wiſdom or virtue , when L06

and Abraham ſeparated themſelves, and lot pitched

his tent toward Sodom. Of thoſe among whom

he dwelt , it is particularly remarked, Ş The men

of Sodon (and of all the Cities of the Plain ) were

3

# Ibid . xii, 1 , 2# Gen. xi . 4. 9 ,

$ Ibid . xiii , 13.

# Gen, xili , 11. 12

wicked
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micked, and finners before the Lord exceedingly, fo that

not even ten righteous perfons could befound among

tnem : the conſequence of which was , The

* Lord rained upon them brimſtone and fire from the

Lord out of heaven .

5. We have no ground to fuppoſe, that the

other inhabitants of the earth , ( Abraham with his

family and deſcendanis excepled) had either the

knowledge or the fear of God, ' from that time

till Jocob wen : inio Egypt. This was then , as well

as for ſeveral ages after, the great ſeat of learning :

inloinuch that the wiſdom of the Egyptians, was

celebrated even lo a proverb. And indeed for

this end , (as well as + to fare much people alive )

did God ſend Jofeph inio Exypt, even to inform

their Princes after his will, and to teach their Senators

wiſdom . And yet not long after his death , as their

King knew not joseph, lo his people knew not

God. Yea, they let him at defiance ; they and

their King provoked him more and more, and

hardened iheir hearts againſt him , even after they

had ſeen his wonders in Egypt, after they had

groaned under his repeated vengeance. They ſtill

added ſin to fin , till they conſtrained the Lord.

to deſtroy them with an uiter deſtruction , till the

divided waters returned and covered the chariots and

horfemen and all the hol of Pharach.

6. Nor were the other nations who then in.

habited the earth any better than the Egyptians :

the true knowledge and ſpiritual worſhip of God,

being conhned 10 the deſcendants of Abraham .

I He had not dealt ſo with other nations, neither had ,

the Heathens knowledge of his laws. And in what

ftate were the Ifraelites themſelves ? How did they

worſhip the God of their Fathers ? Why even

theſe were ça ſtubborn and rebellious generation, a :

+ Ibid, I., 20 .* Gen. xix. 24.

$ Pſalm lxxviii. 8.

I Pfalm.cxlvii. 20.

generation
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generation that fetnottheir heart aright. * They kept

not the Covenant of God, and refuſed to walk in his

Law. They provoked him at the Sea, even at the Red

Sea ;
the very place where he had fo ſignally

delivered them . + They made a calf in Horeb, and

worſhipped the molten image, where they had heard

the Lord but a little before, faying, out of the

midſt of the fire, Thou shalt not make unto thyſelf

any graven image ; thou ſhalt not bow down to them

nor worſhip them . , And how amazing was their

behaviour during thofe whole forty years, that

they ſojourned in the wilderneſs ? Even while He

I led them in the daytime with a cloud, and all the

night with a light of fire ? Such were the know

ledge and virtue ofGod's peculiar people ( certainly

the moft knowing and virtuous nation, which

was then to be found upon the face of the earth )

till God brought them into the land of Canaan :

conſiderably more than two thouſand years from

the creation of the world.

None, I prefume, will fay, There was any other

nation at that time more knowing and more vire

tuous than the Ifraelites. None can ſay this while

he profeſſes to believe, according to the Scriptural

account, That Ifrael was then under a theocracy,

under the immediate government of God : that

he converfed with their ſubordinate Governor

face to face, as a man talketh with his friend ; and

that God was daily through him conveying ſuch

inſtructions to them, as they were capable of

receiving.

7. Shall we turn our eyes for a moment from

the ſcriptural , to the prophane account of man..

kind in the earlieſt ages ? What was the general

fentiment of the moſt polite and knowing nation,

the Romans, when their learning was in its utmoſt
HE

* Pſalm Ixxvii. 10. Pſalm cvi . 7. Exod. xiv . 11, 12.

+ Plalm cvi . 19. Pfalm lxxviii. 14

perfection ?
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perfection ? Let one, who certainly was no bigote

or enthuſiaſt , ſpeak for the reſt. And he ſpeaks

home to the point .

Fuit ante Helenam mulier teterrima Belli

Caufa : fed ignotis perierunt mortibus omnes

Quos venerem inceriam rapientes, more ferarum

Virbus editior cædebat , ui in grege taurus.

Full many a war has been for women waged

E'er half the world in Helen's cauſe engaged ,

But unrecorded in hiſtoric verſe

Obſcurely died thoſe ſavage ravilhers :

Who like brute beaſts the female bore away ,

Till ſome ſuperior brute re -ſeized the prey.

As a wild bull , his rival bull o'erthrown

Claims the whole ſubject herd, and reigns alone .

doubt he who gives this , not as his peculiar

opinion , but as what was then a generally received

notion , would ſcarce have allowed even ſo much

as Juvenal

Pudicitiam faturno rege moratam

In terris

Chaſtity did once , I grant, remain

On earili , and flourithéd in old Saturn's reign.

Unleſs one ſhould ſuppoſe ile reign of Saturn to

have expired, when Adam was driven out of

paradiſe .

I cannot forbear adding another picture , of the

antient Dignity of Human Nature, drawn by the

ſame maſterly hand. Before men dwelt in cities

le ſays, this

Turpe pecus, glandem atq ; cubilia propter

Certabant pugnis, dein fuftibus, atq ; ita porro

Pugnabant armis, quæ pot fabricauerat ufus ..

The
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The human herd , unbroken and untaught,

For acorns firſt, and graſſy coaches faught;

With fiſts, and then with clubs, maintained

the fray,

Till urgédby hate they found a quicker way,

And formed pernicious arms, and learnt the Art

to llay ,

What a difference is there between this, and the

gay, florid accounts, which many moderns give of

their own ſpecies ?

8. But to return to more authentic accounts .

At the time when God, brought the Ifraelites into

Canaan, in what ſtate were the reſt of mankind ?

Doubtleſs in nearly the ſame, with the Canaanites :

with the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, and i be reſt

of the ſeveral nations . But the wickedneſs of

theſe, we know ,was full : they were corrupt in

the higheſt degree. All manner of vice, all

ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs reigned among

them without control. And therefore the wiſe

and juſtGovernor of the world gave them up to a

ſwift and total deſtruction ,

9. Of Ifrael indeed we read , that they * ferved

the Lord all the days of Fofhua, and all the days of

the Elders that over lived Foſhua. And yet even at

that time, they did not ſerve him alone; they

were not free from groſs idolatry: Otherwiſe

there had been no need of his giving them that

exhortation a little before his death , Now there.

fore put away the ſtrange gods whi:h are among you,

the gods which yourfathers ſerved on the other ſide

of the river ( Fordan .) What gods theſe were, me

Icarn by the words of Amos, cited by St. Stephen ,

O ye houſe of Iſrael, have we offered ſacrifices to me,

by the space of forty years Yea, ye took up the

Joſh , xxiv. 31. + Joh. xxiv. 23. A &ts.vii.42, 43.

tabernacle
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tabernacle of Moloch , and the name of your god

Remphan, figures uhuh ye muue ti že orfh pinem .

10. The ſacred Hiſtory of what occurred within

: ſhort space afier the dea'h of Fofhua, tor fome

hundred years, even till ine time lial Samuel

judged Ifrail, gives us a large account of their

aitoniſhing wickcnels during almoſt hat whole

pe iod
It is rue, jord * when Got fmote them,

then they fought him ; they returned and enquired

after God. Yet their heart was not right with him,

neither were they steajaft in his Covenant. And we

find lille alteration among them for the better, in

the fucceeding ages : infomuch that in the reign

of Ahab, about nine hundred years before Chriſt,

there were only + leven thouſand left in Ifrael,

who hd not bowed the knee to Baal. What

manner of men they were for the next three hun

dred years, we may learn froin the Books of Kings

and from the Prophets : whence it fully appears

that except a few ſhort intervals, they weregiven

up to all manner of abominations ; by reaſon of

which the name of the Moſt High was the more

abundantly blaſphemed among the Heathens. And

this continued, till their open rebellion againſt

God, brought upon thewhole nation of the Jews

(a hundred and thirty-four years after the cap:

tivity of the ten Tribes, and about fix hundred

before Chriſt ) thoſe terrible and long deſerved

calamities , which made them a fpectacle to all

that were round about them. The writings of

Ezekiel, Daniet and Jeremiah, leave us no room to

think, that they were reformed by thoſe calamities.

Nor was there any laſting reformation in the time

of Ezra, or of Nehemiah and Malachi : but they

were ſtill, as their forefathers had been , a faithleſs

and ſtubborn generation. Such were they likewile,

as we may gather from the Books of Maccabees and

Coach

deltrer

duft,
and

ad cate

12. Such

f

14 av

mer

* Pſalm lxxviii. 34. 37. + 1 Kings xix. 18 .

Joſephus,
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Jofephus, to the very time when Chriſt came into

the world.

11. Our bleſſed Lord has given us a large

deſcription of thoſe , who were then the moſt

eminent for religion. Ye * devour, ſays he, widows

houfes, and for a pretence make long prayers. Ye make

your profelytes two- fold more the children of hell

than yourſelves. Ye negleet the weightier matters of

the law, judgment, merry and faith. Ye make clean

the outſide of the cup, but within are full of extortion

and excefs. Ye are like whited ſepulchres, outwardly

beautiful, but within full of dead mens bones, and of

all uncleanneſs. Ye ferpents, ye generation of vipers,

how can ye eſcape the damnation of hell ? And to

theſe very men , after they had murdered that juſt

One, his faithful follower declared + Ye ftiff-necked

and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always

refift the Holy Ghoft ; as your fathers did, fo do ye.

And ſo they continued to do, till the wrath of

God did indeed come upon them to the uttermoſt :

till eleven hundred . inousand of them were

deſtroyed, their city and temple levelled with the

duft , and above ninely thouſand, fold for ſlaves

and ſcattered into all lands.

12. Such in all generations were the lineal

children of Abraham , who had ſuch unſpeakable

advantages over the reſt of mankind : to whom

pertained the adoption , and the glory, and the cove

nants, and the givingof the law , and the ſervice of

God , and the promiſes: among whom therefore we

may realonably expect to find ihe greateſt eminence

of knowledge and virtue , If theſe then were lo

ſtupidly, brutiſhly ignorant , ſo deſperately wicked ;

what can we expect from the Heathen world,

from them who had not the knowledge either of

his law or promiſes ? Certainly we cannot expect

to find more goodneſs among them . But let us

* Matt. xxiii . 14 , & c. + Acts vii. 51.
make
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make a fair and impartial enquiry : and that not

among wild and barbarous nations, but the moſt

civilized and refined . What then were the

ancient Romans ? The people whoſe virtue is ſo

highly extolled, and ſo warmly commended to our

imitation ? We have their character given by one

who cannot deceive or be decived , the unerring

Spirit of God. And what account does he give of

thele beſt of men, thele heroes of anriquiry?

* When they knew God , lays he , at leaſt as to his

eternity and power, both implied in that appel.

lation , which occurs more than once in their own

Poet, Pater omnipotens, Almighty Father ) they glorified

him not as Gou , neither were thankful. So tar from

il , that one of their Oracles of wiſdom , though

once he ſtumbled on that gieal truth . Nemo unquam

vir magnus fine afflatu divino fuit; there never was

any great man, without the afflatus or inſpiration

of God , yet almoſt in the ſame breath ) does not

ſcruple to aſk , Quis pro Virtute aut fapientia gratias

Diis dedit unquam ? Who ever thanked God for

Virtue or Wildom ? No, why ſhould he ; ſince

“ his own acquifition, the pure reſult of

his own induſtry ?” Accordingly another virtuous

Roman has left it on record, as an unquítioned

maxim ,

Hæc fatis eft orare Fovem quæ donat 3 aufert :

Det vitam ; det opes : æquum mi animum ipſe parabo.

Enough for common benefits to pray

Which Jove can either give , or take away :

Long life or wealih his bounty may beſtow ;

Wildom and virtue to myſelf I owe.

So + vain were they become in their imaginations ! So

were their fooliſh hearts darkened !

13. But this was only the firſt ſtep. They did

no: Itop here. Profeſſing themielves wiſe, they yet

* Rom. i. 21. & c . * Ibid .

funk

there are
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funk into ſich groſs, aſtoniſhing folly, as to change

the glory of the incorruptible God, (whom they

might have known even from their own Writers

to be

Vaſtam

Mens agitans molem , & magro ſe corpore mifcenso

The all-informing fou !

That fills the mighty maſs, and moves the

whole. )

into an image made like to corruptible man, yea , to

birds, to beaſts, to creeping things! What wonder

was it then , that after they had thus changed his

glory into an image, God gave them up to uncleannes,

through the lufts of their own hearts, to diſhonour their

own bodies between themſelves ? How juftly , when

they had changed the truth of God into a lie, and

worſhipped and ſerved the creature rather than the

Creator, did he for this cauſe, puniſhing, fin by fin ,

give them up unto vile affections.
For even the women

did change the natural uſe into that which is against

nature . Yea , the modeſt honourable Roman

Matrons, (ſo little were they aſhamed ! ) wore their

Priapi openly on their breaſts. And likewife the

men burned in their luft one toward another, mon with

men working that which is unfeemly.
What an

amazing teſtimony of this is left us on record, even

by the moſt modelt of all the Roman Poets !

Formofum paſtor Corydon ardebat Alexin !

How does this pattern of Heathen chaſtity avow ,

without either fear or fhame, as if it were an in.

nocent at leaſt, if not laudable pulſion, their burning

luft one toward another ! And did men of the finest

taſte in the nation cenſure the ſong or the ſubject

of it ? Weread nothing of this : on the contrary,

the univerſal honour and esteem paid to the

Writer, and that by perſons of the higheſt rank ,

B

1

plainly
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plainly news that the caſe of Corydon , as it was

not uncommon in any part ofthe Ruriin doininions,

ſo it was not conceived to be iny biemiin , euther

to him or his Maſter, but an innocent infirmiy.

Mean lime how delicate an idea of Love, had

this favourite of Rome and of the Muſes ? Hear

hiin explaining himlelt a little more fully, on this

tender point.

Eheu ! quam pingui macer eft mihi taurus in agro !

Idem amur exilium effe fecori, pecorija magiſtro.

Idem amor ! The ſame love in the bull and in the

man ! What elegance of ſentiment ! Is it poſſible

any thing can exceed this ? One would imagine

nothing could, had not the ſame chalte Poet

furnished us with yet anciher licene, inore abun

dantly ſhocking than this.

Paliphäen nivei folatur amore juvenci !

6. He comforts Paſiphaen with the love of her milk .

while bull !” Nihil fupra ! The condoling a woman

on her unluccessful amour with a bull, news a

brutality which nothing can exceed ! Now juſtly

then does the Apoſtle add, as they did not like or

deſire to retain God in their knowledge, God gave

them over to an undifcerning mind, to do theje things

which are not convenient. In conſequence of this ,

they were filled with all unrighteou'nefs, vice of

every kind, and in every degree: in particular

with fornication , taking the word in iis largeſt

ſenſe, as including every ſin of ihe kind ) with

wickedneſs, covetoufness, malicioufnefs, with enig ,

murder, debate, deceit, malignity : being haters of

God, the true God, the God of Ifrael, 10 wloin

they allowed no place among all their herd of

Deities: deſpiteful, proud, boafters, in as eminent

a degree as ever was in any nation under heaven :

inventors of evil things, in great abundance, of

Mille

6
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Ali !le nocendi Artes, both in peace and war : dif

obedient to parents, although duty 10 theſe is ſup

posed to be inſcribed on the hearts of the moſt

barbarous nations . Covenantbreakers, even of

thoſe of the inoſt ſolemn kind, thole wherein the

public faith was engaged by the ſupreme Magif

irate : which notwithſtanding they made no man .

ner of ſcruple of breaking, whenever they ſaw

good : only colouring over the perfidiouſneſs, by

giving thoſe Magiſtrates into their hands with

whom the Covenant was made. And what was

this to the purpoſe ? Is the King of France or the

Republic of Holland, at liberty to violate their moſt

' folemn irealies at pleaſure, provided they give

up to the King of England, the Ambaſſador or

Generał by whom that treaty was made ? What

would all Europe have ſaid of the late Czar, if

inſtead of punctually performing the engagements

made with the Porte when in his diſtreſs, hehad

only given up the perſons by whom he tranſacted ,

and immediately broke through them all ? There

is therefore no roorn to fay

Modo Punica fcripta fuperint,

Non minus infamis forte Latina Fides.

Perhaps, if the Carthaginian Writings were extant,

Roman Faith would be as infamous as Punic. We

need them not . In vain have they deſtroyed the

Carthaginian Writings ; for their own fufficiently

teſtify of them ; and fully prove that in perfidy,

the natives of Carthage could not excel the Senate

and people of Rome.

1

14. They were as a nation ägogyooo Void of

natural affe&tion, even to their own bowels. Wita

'neſs , the univerſal cuſtom , which obtained for

ſeveral ages in Rome and all its dependencies

(as it had done before through all the cities of

Greece) when in their higheſt repute for wiſdom

and virtue, of expoſing their own new-born chile

B 2 dren ,



( 16 )

dren , more or fewer of them , as every man pleaſed,

when he had as many as he thought good to keep,

throwing ihem out to periſh by cold and hunger,

uniels Some more merciful wild beat ſhortened

their pain , and provided them a lepulchre . Nor

de I seinember' a lingle Greek or Roman, of all

thoſe that cccalionally mention it ; ever complain .

ing of ihis diabolical cuſtom , or fixing the leaſt

pouch of blame upon it . Even the tender muiher

in Terence, who had ſome compaſſion for her

belpless infant, does not dare io acknowledge

inio her huſband, without that remarkable preface,

L't mifere fuperfitiofæ fumus omnes : as we women

are all mitei ably luperftrious.

15. I would deſire thoſe gentlemen who are fo

very ſevere upon the Ifraelites, for killing the

children of the Canaanites, at their entrance into

the land of Canaan, to ſpend a few thoughts

on this . Not to infilt, that the Creator is the

abfoluie Lord and Proprietor of the lives of all

his creatures : that as 'fuch he may at any time,

without the leaſt injuſtice, take away the lifo

which he has given that he may do this , in

whatſoever manner, and by whatever inſtruments

he pleaſes : and conſequently may infli &. death

ou any creature by whom he pleaſes, without any

blame either to him or them i not to infiit, I ſay,

on this, or many other things which might be

offered, let us at preſent fix on this ſingle con

fideration. The Ifraelites deſtroyed the children

for fome weeks or months: the Greeks and Romans

for above a thouſand years. The one put them

out of their pain at once, doubtleſs by the ſhorteſt

and eaſieſt way. The others were not ſo com

paſſionate as to cut their throats, but left them 10

pine away by a lingring death . Above all, the

Hebrews deſtroyed only the children of their ene

mies ; the Romans deſtroyed their own. O fair

pattern indeed! Where ſhall we find a parallel

to this virtue ? I read of a modern, who took up

a child ,
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a child, that fell from its mother's womb, and

threw it back into the flames. Pure, genuine

humin Nature ! ) . And reaſon good : for it was the

child of a Heretic. But what evil , ye Worthies

of ancient Rome; did ye find in your own chil.

dren ? I muſt fill ſay , this is without a parallel,

even in the Papal Hiſtory.

16. They were implacable, unmerciful. Witneſs

( one or two inſtances of ten thouland) , poor,

grey-headed Hanmbal (whom very probably, had

we any other aceount of him than thoſe which

were given by his bitterelt enemies , we ſhould

have reverenced, as one of the moſt amiable meni ,

as well as the mott valiant of all the ancient

Heathens) hunted from nation to nation, and never

quitted , lill he fell by his own hand . Witneſs the

famous ' ſuffrage, o Delendä eft Carthago . Let

Carthage be deſtroyed .” Why ? It was Imperii

æmula : the rival of the Román glory. Theſe were

open , undeniable evidences ofthe public, national

placabili : y and mercy of the Romans. Need

inſtances of a more privale nature be added ?

Behold then one for all : in that glory of Rome,

that prodigy of virtue , the great, the celebrated

Calo . Cato the Elder, when any of his domeftics

had worn themſelves out in his ſervice, and grew

decrepid with age , conſtantly turned them out to

ſtarve, and was much applauded for his frugality

in ſo doing. But whatmercy was this ? Juſt ſuch

as that which dwelt in Cato of Utica : who repaid

the tenderneſs of his ſervant endeavouring to ſave

his life , lo prevent his tearing open his wound, by

ſtriking him on the face with ſuch violence, as 10

fill his mouth with blood . Theſe are thy gods, o

Deiſm ! . Theſe, the patterns. ſo zealouſly recom ,

mended to cur imitation ! .

17. And what was the real character of that

Hero, whom Cato himſelf fo admired ? Whole

Gauſe he eſpouſed with ſuch eagerneſs, with ſuch

unwearied :B 3.
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nares .

um wearied diligence ? Of Pompey the Great !

· Surely never did any man purchaſe that title at

fo cheap a rale ! What made him Great ? The

villany of Perpenna, and the treachery of Phar.

Had not the one murdered his friend , the

other rebelled againſt his father, where had been

Pompey's greatnets ? So this ſtalking horfe of a

party procured his reputation in the Common

wealih. And when it was procured, how did he

uſe it ? Let his own Poet, Lucan ſpeak :

Nec Ceſar ferre prioren ,

Pompeiuſve parem potuit.

Nor Cefar could tô a fuperior look :

Nor Pátriot Pompey could an equal brook !

He would bear no equal ! And this a Senator of

Rome ! Nay the grand patron of the Republic !

But what a republican himſelf , when this principle

was the ſpring of all his deſigns and actions ?

Indeed a iels amiable character it is noi eaſy to:

And , among all the great men of antiquity : am.

bitious, vain , haughty, ſurly and over bearing,

beyond the common rate of men, And what

virtue had he to balance theſe faalis ? I can ſcarce

and one, even in Lucan's account. It does not ap

pear that in the latter part of his life, he had even

military virtues . What proof did he give ofpero

fonal courage , in all his war with Cefar ? What

inſtances of eminent conduct ? None at all , if we

may credit his friend, Cicero : who complains,

heavily to Atticus, that he acted like a madman ,,

and would ruin the cauſe he had undertaken to

defend.

18. Let none therefore look for placability or

mercy in Pompey . But was there any unmerciful:

Rels in Cefar

“ Who than Julius hopes to riſe ,

More brave, more generous, or morewiſe pas;

OF
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Of his courage and ſenſe there can be no doubt.

And much may be faid , with regard to his conteſt

with Pompey, even for the juſtice of his cauſe .

For with" him he certainly fought for life, rather

than glory : of which he had the ſtrongeſt con

viction (though he was aſhamed to own it ) when

he paſſed the Rubicon . Nor can it be doubred,

but he was often merciful. It is no proof of the

contrary , that he rode upand down his ranks,

during the battle of Pharfalia, and cried to thoſe

who were engaged with ihe pretty gentlemen of

Pompey's army, Miles, faciem feri; " Soldier, Atrike

at the face.” For this greatly ſhortened the difo

pute, with thoſe who were more afraid of loofing

their beauty than their lives, and fo prevented the

effuſion of much blood . But I cannot get over (to

fay nothing of the myriads of common Gauls

whom he deſtroyed ). a ſhort ſentence in his own

Commentaries, Vercingetorix per tormenta necatus.

Who was this Vercingetorix ? As brave a man, and

( conſidering his years) as great a General as even

Cefar.
What was his crime ? The love of his

parents, wife, children , country, and ſacrificing all

ihings in defence of them . And how did Cefar

treat him on this account ? He tortured him to

death, O Roman mercy ! Did not Brutus and

Caffius avenge Vercingetorix rather than Pompey ?

How well was Rome repreſented in the prophetical

viſion, by that beaſt, dreadful and terrible, which

had great iron teeth , and devoured and brake in pieces,

and ftamped under his feet all other kingdoms !

II . 1. Such is the ſtate, with regard to know

ledge and virtue, wherein according to the moſt

authentic accounts, mankind was from the earliester

times, for above four thouſand years. Such nearly

did it continue, during the decline, and ſince the

deſtruction of the Roman empire. But we will

wave all that is paft, if it only appears, that man

kind is virtuous and wife at this day. This then

is the point we are at preſent to conſider. Are men .

in general now wiſe and virtuous ? Qur

t

.

!
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Our ingenious countryman , Mr. Brerewood, after

his moſt careful and laborious enquiries computes,

that ſuppoting that part of the earth , which we

know to be inhabited, were divided into thirty

equal parts, nineteen of theſe are Heather ftill :

and of the remaining eleven, ſix are Mahometan,

and only five Chriftian . Let us take as fair and

iinpartial a ſurvey as we can, of the Heathens firſt,

and ihen of the Mahometans and Chriſtians .

2. And firſt, of the Heathens. What manner

of men
are theſe, as 10 virtue and knowledge at

this day ? Many of late , who ſtill bear the Chrif.

tian naine, have entertained very honourable

thoughts.of the old Heatheos, they cannot believe

them to have been ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, as they

have been repreſented to be : particularly, wiih

regard to idolatry, in worſhipping birds, beaſts

and creeping things. Much leſs can they credit

the flories told of many nations, the Egyptians in

particular,

6 Who are ſaid to

Have ſet the leek they after pray to ."

But if they do not confider, who they are that

tranſmit to us theſe accounts, namely both thole

Writers who, they profeſs to believe, ſpake as they

were moved by the Holy Ghoft, and thoſe whom per:

haps they value more, ihé molt credible of their

cotemporary Heathens: if, I ſay. they forget this,

do they not conſider the preſent ſtate of the hea

then world ? Now allowing the bulk of the ancient

Heathens, (which itſelf is not eaſily proved ) 10

have had as much underſtanding as the modern,

we have no pretence to ſuppoſe they had more .

What therefore, they were , we may fafely gather

from what they are : we may judge of the paſt by

the preſent. Would we know then ( to begin with

a part of the world , known to very early antiquity )

what manner of men the Heathens in Africa were,

two

M
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two or three thouſand years ago ? Enquire what

they are row , who are genuine Pagans ſtill, not

tainted either with Mahometaniſm or Chriſtianity.

They are 10 be found in abundance, either in

Negro-land, or round the Cape of Good Hope. Now

What meaſure of knowledge have the natives of

theſe countries ? I do not ſay in Metaphyſics,

Mathematics, or Aſtronomy. Of theſe it is plain

they know juſt as much as their four-footed

brethren , The lion and the man are equally

accompliſhed, with regard to this knowledge. I

will not aſk , what they know of the nature of

government, of the reſpective rights of Kings and

various orders of ſubjects. In this regard, an herd

of men are manifeſtly inferior to an herd of

elephants . But let us view them with reſpect ļo

common life. What do they know of the things

they continually ſtand in need of ? How do they

"build habitations for themſelves and their families?

How ſeleet and prepare their food ? Clothe and

adorn their perfons ? As, to their habitations, it is

'certain, I will not ſay , our horſes ( particularly

thoſe belonging to the Nobility and Gentry ) but

an Engliſh pealant's dogs, nay hisvery ſwine are

more commodiouſly lodged. And as to their food ,

apparel and ornaments, they are juſtly ſuitable to

their edifices,

6. Your nicer Hottentots think meet

With guis and tripe to deck their feet.

With downcaſt eyes on Totta's legs

The love - lick youth moſt hunbly begs,

She would not from his fight remove

At once his breakfaſt and his love."

Such is the knowledge of theſe accompliſhed

animals in things which cannot but daily employ

their thoughts and wherein conſequently they

cannot avoid exerting to the uttermolt both their

natural and acquired underſtanding.

And
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And what are their preſent attainments in virtue ?'

Are they not, one and all , without God in the world ?

Having either no knowledge of him at all, no

conception of any thing he has to do with them ,

or they with hiin : or ſuch conception as are far

worſe than none, as make him ſuch a one as them.

ſelves . And what are their focial virsues ? What

are their difpofi ions and behaviour between man

and man ? . Are they eminent for juſtice ? For

mercy, or truth ? As to mercy, they know not

what it means, being continually cutting each

other's throais, from generation to ge: eration ,and

ſelling for faves as niany of thoſe who fall into

their hands, as on that confideration only they do

not murder . Juſtice they have none : no courts

of juſtice at all ; no public method of redreſſing

wrong; but every man does what is right, in his

own eyes, till a ſtronger than he beats out his

brains for ſo doing. And they have juſt as much

regard to truth ; cozening, cheating , and over

reaching every man that believes a word they ſay.

Such are the moral, ſuch the intellectual perfec.

tions, according to the lateſt and moſt accurate

accounts, of the preſent heathens who are diffuſed

in great numbers over a fourth part of the known

world !

3. It is true, that in the new would , in America,

they ſeeem to breathe a purer air, and to be in

general, men of a ſtronger underſtanding, and

a leſs ſavage temper. Among theſe then we may

ſurely find higher degrees of knowledge as well

as virtue . But in order to form a juſt conception

of them , we muſt not take our account from their

enemies; from any that would juſtify themſelves

by blackening thoſe whom they ſeek to deſtroy.

No, but let us enquire of more impartial judges,

concerning thoſe whom they have perſonally

known, the Indians bordering upon our own ſettle.

ments, from New England, downto Georgia.

We
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We cannot learn , that there is any great differa

ence in pointofknowledge, between any of thele,

from Eaſt 10 Welt , or from North to South , They

are all equally unacquainted
with European learna

ing, being total ſtrangers ' to every branch of

Iterature , having not the leaſt conception of any

part of philoſophy, fpeculative or practical. Nei.

iher have they ( whatever accounts fume have

given ) any ſuch thing as a regular civil govern .

ment among them . They have no laws of any

kind , unleſs a few , temporary rules , made in and

for the time of war . They are likewiſe utter

frangers to the arts of peace , having ſcarce any

ſuch thing as an artificer in a nation . They know

nothing of building ; having only poor, miſerable ,

ill.contrived huts, far inferior to inany Engliſh dog

kennels. Their clothing, till of laie , was only

ſkins ofbeaſts, commonly of Deer, nanging down

before and behind them . Now among thoſe who

have commerce with our nation, it is frequenily

a blanket wrapt about them . Their food is equally

delicate ; pounded Indian córn ſometimes mixed

with water, and ſo eaten at once : lometimes

kneaded into cakes, meal and bran together, and

half baked upon the coals. Fiſh or fleih , dried ,

in the ſun , is frequently added to this ; and now

and then apiece of tough , freſh -killed Deer.

Such is the knowledge of the Americans, whether

in things of an abſtruſer nature, or in the affairs of

common life. And this, ſo far as we can learn ,

is the condition of all , without any confiderable

difference. But in point of religion, there is a

very material difference, between the Northern

and Southern Indians. Thoſe in the North are

Idola'ers of the loweſt kind : if they do not wore

Ship the devil appearing in perlon ( which many

firinly believe they do,many think incredible )

certainly they worſhip the inoſt vile and contemp

tible idols. It were more excuſable if they only

turned the glory of the incorruptible Cod into the

image
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image of corruptible man ; yea, or ofbirds, or four

footed beaſts, or reptiles, or any creatine which

God has made. But their idols are more horrid

and ' deformed , than any thing in the viſible ,

creation : and their whole worſhip is at once the .

higheſt affront to the divine, and diſgrace to the

Human Nature.

On the contrary, the Indians of our Southern

Provinces do not appear to have any worſhip at

all. By the moſt diligent enquiry from thoſe who

had ſpent many years among them , I could never

learn ihai any of the Indian nations, who bordered

on Georgia and Carolina, have any public worſhip,

of any kind : nor any privale. For they have

no idea of prayer. It is notwithout much difficulty

şbat one can make any of them underſtand what is

meanı by Prayer. And when they do, they cannot

be made to apprehend , that God will aniwer or

even hear it . They fay, “ He that fitteih in

heaven is 100 high, He is too far off to hear us.”

In conſequence of which they leave him to him. ,

ſelf and manage their affairs without lim . Only

the Chicaſaws, of all the Indian Nations, are an

exception to this.

I believe, it will be found on the ſtricteft.

enquiry , that the whole body of Southern Indians,

as they have no letters and no laws, ſo properly

fpeaking, having no religion at all . So that every

one does what he fees good : and if it appears

wrong to his peighbour, he ulually comes upon

him unawares, and faoo's or Scalps him alive,

They are likewiſe all ( I could never find any

exception ) glutions, drunkards, thieves, differ

blers , liars. They are implacable , never forgiving

an injury or affront , or being ſatisfied with leis

than blood. They are unmerciful, killing all

whom they take priſoners in war, with the moft

exquiſite tortures. They are murderers.of fathers,

muiderers of mothers, murderers of their own

children :

1
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children : it being a common thing for a fun to

fhoot bis father or mother, becauſe they are old

and paft labour, and for a woman either to procuro

abortion , or to throw her child into the next

river, becauſe ſhe will go to the war with her

huſband . Indeed huſbands, properly ſpeaking,

they have none ; for any man leaves his wife,

do called , at pleaſure ; who frequently in return ,

cuts the throats of all the children ſhe has had

1

by him.

1

The Chicaſaws alone ſeem to have ſome notion

of an intercourſe between man and a fuperior

Being. They ſpeak much of their Beloved Ones ;

with whom they ſay, they converſe both day and

night. But their Belaved Ones teach them to eat

and drink from morning to night, and in a manner

from night to morning : for they riſe at any hour

of the night when they wake, and eat and drink

as much as they can , and ſleep again . Their

Beloved Ones likewiſe expreſsly command them ,

to torture and burn all their priſoners. Their

manner of doing it is this : they hold lighted

canes to their arms and legs, and ſeveral paris

of their body, for ſome time, and then for awhile

take them away. They alſo ſtick burning pieces

of wood into their fleſh ; in which condition

they keep them from morning to evening. Sucha

are at preſent the knowledge and virtue of the

native Heathens, over another fourth of the known

world,

4. In Afa however,we are informed, that the

cale is widely different. For although the Heathens

bordering on Europe, the thouſands and myriads

of Tartars have not much to boalt either as to

knowledge or virtue ; and although the numerous

little nations under the Mogul who retain their

original heatheniſm , are nearly on a level with

them , as are the inhabitants of the many large and

populous iſlands in the Eaſtern ſeas : yetwe hear

с high
M
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high encomiums of the Chineſe, who are as nume

rous as all theſe together : ſome late travellers

aſſuring us , that China alone has fifty -eight millions

of inhabitants. Now there have been deſcribed

as men of the deepeſt penetration, the higheſt

learning, and the driteit integrity. And ſuch

doubtleſs they are, at leaſt with regard to their

underſtanding, if we will believe their own

Proverb , “ The Chineſe have two eyes, the Euro

peans one, and other men none at all."

And one circumſtance, it muſt be owned , is

much in their favour : ihey live ſome thouſand

miles off. So that if it were affirmed , that every

Chineſe had literally three eyes , it would be diffi

cult for us to diſprove it. Nevertheleſs there is

room to doubt even of their underſtanding : nay,

one of the arguments often brought to prove the

greatneſs, to me clearly demonſtrates the littleneſs

of it ; namely, the thirty thouſand letters of their

alphabet . To keep an alphabet of thirty hundred

letters, could never be reconciled to common

lenſe : fince every alphabet ought to be as ſhort,

ſimple, and eaſy as poſſible. No more can we

reconcile to any degree of common ſenſe, their

crippling all the women in the Empire, by a filly

ſenſeleſs affectation of ſqueezing their feet, till they

bear no proportion to their bodies : ſo that the

feet of a woman at thirty , muſt ſtill be as finall, as

they would be naturally when four years old.

But in order to ſee the true meaſure of their

underſtanding in the cleareſt light, let us look not

at women or the vulgar, but at ihe nobility, the

wifeft, the politeſt part of the nation . Look at the

Mandarins, the glory of the Empire ; and ſee any,

every one of them at his meals, not deigoing to uſe

his own hands, but having his meat put into his

mouth , by two ſervants, planted for that purpoſe,

one on his right-hand, the other on his left ! Othe

deep underſtanding of the noble lubber that fits in

the midit, and

Hiat,
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bi Hiat, ceu pullus hirundinis ! ”

Gapes, as the young ſwallow for his food .

Surely an Engliſh ploughman , or a Dutch failor ,

would have too much ſenfe lo endure it .

{ay, nay, the Mandarin would not endure it, but

that it is a cuſtom : I anfwer, undoubtedly it is ;

but how came it to be a cuſtom ? Such a cuſtom

could not have begun, much leſs have become

general, but through a general and marvellous

want of common ſenſe .

If you

cuk
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What their learning is now I know not : but

notwithſtanding their boaſt of its antiquity , it was

certainly very low and contemptible in the laſt

century, when they were ſo aſtoniſhed at the fkill

of the French Jeſuits, and honoured them as almoſt

more than human, for fortelling eclipſes. And

whatever progreſs they may have made fince in the

knowledge of Aſtronomy, and other curious , rather

than uſeful Sciences , it is certain , they are ſtill

utterly ignorant, of what it moſt of all concerns

them to know . They know not God, any more

than the Hottentots : ihey are all idolaters to a man .

And lu tenacious are they of their nationalidolatry,

that even thoſe whom the French Miſſionaries called

Converts, yet continued , one and all , to worſhip

Confucius and the ſouls of their anceſtors. It is

true , that when this was ſtrongly repreſented at

Rome, by an honeſt Dominican who came from

thence, a bu'l was iſſued out and ſent over into

China , forbidding them to do it any longer. But

the good fathers kept it private among themſelves,

laying, the Chineſe were not able to bear it.

321
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Such is their religion with reſpect to God . But

are they not eminent for all ſocial virtues , all that

have place between man and man ? Yes, according

to the accounts which ſome have given. Accord

ing to theſe, they are the glory of mankind, and

may
C 2
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may be a pattern to all Europe. But have not we

iome reaſon to doubi, if theſe accounts are true ?

Are pride and lazineſs good ingredients of ſocial

virtue ? And can all Europe equal either the lazi.

neſs or pride of the Chine fe nobility and gentry ?

Who are either too ſtately or too indolent, even

io put the meat into their own mouths ? Yet they

are not 100 proud or too indolent to oppreſs, to

rob, to defraud all chat fall into their hands : how

flagrant inſtances of this may one find, even in the

account of Lord Anfon's voyage ? Exaétly agreeing

with the accounts given by all our countrymen,

who have traded in any part of China : as well as

with the obſervation made by a late Writer, in his

Geographical Grammar. “ Trade and Commerce,

or rather cheating and over-reaching, is the natural

bent and genius of the Chineſe. Gain is their god :

they prefer this to every thing befides. A ſtranger

is in great danger of being cheated, if he truſts to

his own judgment. And if he employ a Chineſe

broker, it is well if he does not join with the

merchant to chcat the Itranger,

" Their laws oblige them to certain Rules of

Civiley in their words and actions. And they are

naturally a fawning, cringing generation : but

The greateſt hypocrites on the face of the earth .”

11
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5. Such is the boaſted virtue of thoſe who are

beyond all degrees of comparilon the beft and

wifeft of ail the heathens in Afia . And how little

preferable to them are thoſe in Europe ? Rather,

how many degree's beneath them ? Vart numbers

of theſe are within the borders of Muſcovy. But

how amazingly ignorant ! How totally void both

of civil and facred wiſdom ! How ſhockingly

favage both in their tempers and manners! Their

idolatry is ofthe baſelt and vilelt kind . They not

only worſhip the work of their own hands, but

idols of the moſt horrid and deteſtable forms, that

men or devils could deviſe . Equally favage ( or

more
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more ſo, if more can be) as is well known, are

the natives of Lapland ; and indeed of all the

countries which have been diſcovered to the

North of Muſcovy or Sweden . In truth, the bulk

of theſe nations, ſeem to be conſiderably more

barbarous, not only than the men near the Cape of

Good -Hope, but than many tribes in the brute

creation .

Thus have we ſeen , what is the preſent ſtate of

the Heathens, in every part of the known world .

And theſe ſtill make up, according to the preced

ing calculation , very near two-thirds of mankind.

Let us now calmly and impartially conhder, what

manner of men the Mahometans in general are .

6. An ingenious Writer, who a few years ago,

publiſhed a pompous tranſlation of the Koran ,

takes great pains iw give us a very favourable

opinion, both of Mahomet and his followers. But

he cannot waſh the Ethiop white . Afier all , men

who have but a moderaie fhaie of reaſon , cannot

but obſerve in his Koran, even as poliſhed by Mr.

Sale, the moſt groſs and impious abſurdities . Ta

cire particulars is not now my buſineſs. It may

fuffice, to oblerve in general , that human under.

ftanding muſt be debaled to an inconceivable

degree, in thoſe who can ſwallow ſuch abſurdities,

as divinely revealed . And yet we know the

Mahometans riot only condemn all who cannot

ſwallow them , to everlaſting fire ; not only appro

priate to thełnſelves the vile of Muffulmen , or

True Believers : but even anathematiſe with the

utmoſt bitterneſs, and adjudge to eternal deſtruc

tion , all their breihren of the ſeat of Hali, all

who contend for a figurative interpretation of

them .

That theſe men then have no knowledge or love

of God is undeniably manifeſt, not only from their

groſs, horrible notions of him, but from their not

C3
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foving their brethren . But they have not always

so weighty a cauſe , to hate and murder one

another, as difference of opinion . Mahometans

will butcher each other by thouſands, without

fo plauſible a plea as this. Why is it that ſuch

numbers of Turks and Perfians, have ftabbed one

another in cool blood ? Truly, becaufe they differ

in the manner of dreſſing their head . The Ottoman

vehemently maintains, (for he has unqueſtionable

tradition on his fide) that a Muffalman ſhould wear

à round turban . Whereas the Perſian infifts upon

his liberıy of conſcience, and will wear it picked

hefore . So, for this wonderful reaſon, when a

more plauſible one is wanting, they beat out each

others brains from generation to generation .

It is not therefore ſtrange , that ever ſince the

religion of Mahomet, appeared in the world , the

eſpouſers of it , particularly thoſe under the Turkifh

Emperor, have been as wolves and tygers 10 all

other nations, rending and tearing all that fell

into their mercileſs paws, and grinding them with

their iron teeth . That numberleſs cities are raſed

from the foundation, and only their name remain.

ing : that many countries which were once as the

garden of God, are now a defolate wilderneſs ; and

ihat ſo many once numerous and powerful nations

are vanithed away from the earth ! Such was , and

is at this day the rage, the fury, the revenge, of

thele deſtroyers of bumankind !

7. Proceed we now to the chriftian world . But

we muſt not judge of Chriſtians in general , from

thoſe who are ſcatiered through the Turkish

dominions, the Armenian , Georgian, Mengrelian

Chriſtians : nor indeed from any others of the

Greek communion . The groſs, barbarous igno

rance , the deep, Aupid fuperftition , the blind and

bitter zeal, and the endleſs thirit after vain jangling

and ſtrife of words, which have reigned for many

ages in the Greek Church , and well nigh baniſhed

tius
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true religion from among them ; make theſe ſcarce

worthy of the Chriftian name, and lay an inſuper,

able stumbling- block before the Mahometans.

8. Perhaps thoſe of the Romißh communion may

fay , 6 What wonder, that this is the caſe with

Heretics ? With thofe who have erred from the

Catholic Faith , vay, and left the pale of the

Church ?? But what is the caſe with them , who

have not left that Church , and who retain the

Roman Faith ſtill ? Yea , with the moſt zealous of

all its patrons, the inhabitants of Italy, ofSpain

and Portugal ? Wherein do they excel the Greek

Church, except in Italianiſm ? received by tra ,

dition from their heathen Fathers, and diffuſed

through every city and village . They may indeed

praiſe Chaſtity and rail at women , as loudly as their

forefather Juvenal. But what is the moral of all

this ?

18
1

“ Nonne putas melius, quod tecum pufoo dormit ?"

2 This, it must be acknowledged, is the glory of the

Romiſh Church . Herein it does excel ihe Greek .

They excel it likewife in Deiſm . Perhaps there

is no country in the world, at leaf in that part

of it , which bears the Chriſtian name, wherein

fo large a proportion of the men of education, are

abfolute Deilts, if not Atheiſts, as Italy. And

from hence the plague has fpread far and wide ;

through France in particular. So that did not

temporal morives reftrain, no fmall part of the

French Nobility and Gentry, would pay no more

rega : d to the Chriftian Revelation , ihan do the

diandarins in China .

They excel ſtill more in murder, both private

and public . Inſtances of the former abound all

over Italy, Spain and Portugal. And the frequency

of thedding blood has taken away all that horror

whicha
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which otherwiſe might attend it. Take one in

ftance of a thouſand. An Engliſh gentleman was

ſome years ago at an entertainment in Brefcia,

when one who was near him whiſpered a few

words in his ear, which he did not well under

Atand. He aſked his Hoft, “ What did that gentle

man mean by theſe words ? " And was anſwered,

66 That he will murder you . And an Italian is

never worſe than his word in this , You have no

way but to be before-hand with him . " This he

rejected with abhorrence, But his Hoſt, it ſeems,

being not of fo tender a conſcience ſent a ſtranger

to him in the morning, who said, “ Sir, look out

of your window. I have done his buſineſs. There

he lies. You will pleale to give me my pay." He

pulled out an handlul of money, in greai diſorder,

and cried, “ There, take what you will.” The

other replied , " Sir, I am a man of honour : I take

only my pay :" Took a ſmall piece of ſilver, and

retired .

This was a man of honour among the Chriſtians

of the Romijh Church ! And many fuch are to be

found all over Italy, whoſe trade it is , to cut

throais ; to Itab for hire, in cool blood . Thiey

have men of conſcience too. Such ' were two of the

Catholic foldiers under the famous Duke of Alva,

who broke into the houſe of a poor countryınan

in Flanders, butchered him and his wife , with five

or fix children ; and after they had finiſhed their

work , ſat down to enjoy the fruit of their labour.

But in the midſt of their meal , conſcience awaked .

One of them ſtarted up in great emotion , and cried

out, “ 0 Lord ! What have I done ? As I hope

for ſalvation I have eaten flelh in Lent !"

The ſame ſort of conſcience undoubtedly it was,

which conſtrained the late moft Chriſtian King, in

defiance of the moſt folemn treaties , yea, of all ties,

divine and human , moſt gracioufly to murder ſo

many thouſands of his quiet, unreſiſting fubje & s.

To
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To order his dragoons, wherever they found the

Proteſtants worſhipping God, to fall in upon them

(word in hand, without any regard to ſex or age.

It was conſcience, no queſtion, which induced lo

many of the Dukes of Savoy, notwithſtanding the

public faith engaged over and over , 10 fhed the

blood of their loyal Subjects, the Vaudois, like

water, to ravage their fields and deſtroy their

cities . What but conſcience could move the good

Catholics of a neighbouring kingdom in the laſt

century , to murder (accordingto their own

account) two hundred and fifteen Thouſand

Proteſtants in fix months ! A coſtly ſacrifice this !

What is an hecatomb, an hundred oxen, to two

hundred thouſand men ! And yet what is even

this to the whole number of vi &tims who have

been offered up in Europe fince the beginning of

the Reformation ? Partly by war, partly by the

Inquiſition , and a thouſand other methods of

Romifh cruelty ? No lefs within forty years, if the

computation of an eminent Writer be juſt, than

five and forty millions !

Such is the conſcience, ſuch the religion of

Romijh Chriſtians ? Of their Inquiſition the flouſe

of Mercy as it is moſt unfortunaiely called ) I ſhould

give ſome account, but that it has been largely

deſcribed by others . Yet it may not be improper

to give a ſpecimen of that mercy which they ſhew

to thoſe under their care . . At the Act of Faith , ſo

called, which was celebrated ſome years ago, when

Dr. Geddes was in Portugal, a priſoner, who had

been confined nine years, was brought out to

execution. Looking up and ſeeing what he had

not ſeen for ſo long a time, the fun in the midſt of

heaven, he cried out , “ How can any who ſees

that glorious creature worſhip any but the God

that made it ? " The Father who attended , ima

mediately ordered a gag to be run through his lip ,

that he might (peak no mure.

See

+
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See the Chriſtians, who have received all the

advantages of education, all the helps of antient

and modern learning ! " Nay , but we have ftill

greater helps than them : we who are reformed

from the errors of Popery : we who proteſt againſt

all thoſe novel corruptions, with which the

Church of Rome polluted antient Chriftianity.

The enor.nities therefore of Popiſh countries, are

not to be charged upon us : we are Proteftants,

and have nothing to do with the vices and

villanies of Romniſh nations."

9. Have we not ? Are Proteſtant nations nothing

concerned in thoſe melancholy reflections of Mr.

Cowley. “ If twenty thouſand naked Americans

were not able to reſiſt the aſſaults of but iwenty

well armed Spaniards, how is it poſſible for one

honeft man to defend him felf againſt twenty thou

ſand knaves, who are all furniſhed Cap.a.pe with

the defenſive arms of worldly prudence, and the

offenſive too of craft and malice He will find no

leſs odds than this againſt himn , if he hath much to

do in human affairs. Do you wonder then that

a virtuous man ſhould love to be alone ? It is hard

for him to be otherwiſe . He is ſo when he is

among ten thouſand. Nor is it fo uncomfortable,

to be alone without any other creature , as it is to

be alone in the midſt of wild beaſts. Man is to

man all kind of beaſts, a fawning dog ,a roaring

lion , a thieving fox , a robbing wolf, a dillembling

crocodile, a treacherous decoy, and a rapacious

vulture. The civilleſt , meihinks of all nations,

are ihole whom we account the moſt barbarous,

There is ſome moderation and good-nature in the

Toupinambaltians, who eat no men but their ene.

mies : while we learned and polite Chriſtian

Europeans, like ſo many Pikes and Sharks, prey

upon every thing that we can ſwallow . "

Are Proteſtant nations nothing concerned in that

humorous, but terrible picture drawn by a late

eminent

1
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eminent band ? He was perfectly aſtoniſhed (and

who would not, if it were the firſt time he had

heard it ? ) at the hiſtorical account I gave him of

our affairs, during the laſt century . Proteſting it

was only a heap of conſpiracies, rebellions, mur

ders, maſſacres ; the very worſt effe & s that avarice,

faction, hypocriſy, perfidiouſneſs, cruelty , rage,

inadneſs, hatred , envy, luſt, malice and ambition

could produce. Even in times of peace, how

many innocent and excellent perſons have been

condemned to death or baniſhment, by great Minif.

ters practicing upon the corruption of Judges, and

the malice of factions ? How many villains have

been exalted to the highelt places of truſt, power,

dignity and profit ? By what methods have great

numbers in all countries procured titles of honour

and vaſt eſtates ? Perjury, oppreſſion , ſubordina.

tion , fraud, pandariſm were some of the moſt

excuſable , For many' owed their greatneſs to

fodomy or inceſt: others, to the proſtituting of

their own wives or daughters: others, to the be.

traying of their country, or their prince : more to

the perverting of juſtice, to deſtroy the innocent,

Well might that keen Author add, “ If a creature

pretending to reaſon, can be guilty of ſuch enor

mities, certainly the corruption of that faculty, is

far worſe than brutality itſelf."

Now are Popiſh nations only concerned in this ?

Are Proteſtant quite clear ? is there no ſuch

thing among them (to take one inſtance only ) as

6 perverting of juſtice," even in public Courts of

judicature ? Can it not be ſaid in any Proteſtant

country, " There is a Society of men among us,

bred up from their youth in the art of proving,

according as they are paid, by words multiplied

for the purpoſe, that white is black , and black is

white ? For example : If my neighbour has a

mind to my.cow , he hires a Lawyer to prove that

he ought to have my cow from me. I muſt hire

another, to defend my right, it being againſt all

rules
C
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Tules of law , that a man ſhould fpeak for himſelf,

In pleading they do not dwell on the merits of

the cauſe, but upon circumſtances foreign thereto.

For inſtance : they do not take the ſhorteſt

method to know , what title my adverſary has to

my cow : but whether the cow be red or black ,

her horns long or ſhort ; whether the field ſhe

graze in be round or Square, and the like . After

which they adjourn the cauſe from time to time,

and in ten or twenty years time, come to an iſſue.

This ſociety likewiſe has a peculiar cant and jargon

of their own , in which all their laws are written .

And theſe they take ſpecial care to multiply :

whereby they have ſo confounded truth and falle

hood, right and wrong, that it will take twelve

years to decide , whether the field left me by my

anceſtors for fix generations, belong to me or to

one three hundred miles off,"
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Is it in Popiſh countries only that it can be ſaid,

6 It does not appear that any one perfection is re

'quired toward the procurement of any one ſtation

among you ; much leſs, that men are ennobled on

account of their virtue ; that Prieſts aie advanced

for their piery or learning, Judges for their in

tegrity , Senators for the love of their country, or

Counſellors for their wiſdom ."
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10. But there is a ſtill greater and more undeni.

able proof, that the very foundations of all things,

civil and religious, are utterly out of courſe, in the

Chriſtian, as well as the Heathen world . There is

a Aill more horrid reproach to the Chriſtian name,

yea, ' to the name of man , to reaſon and humanity.

There is war in the world ! War between men !

War between Chriftians ! I mean between thoſe

that bear the name of Chriſt, and profeſs to walk

as he alſo walked . Now who can reconcile war,

I will not ſay to religion, but to any degree of

Teafon or common ſenſe?

fore
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But is there not a cauſe ? O yes, “ The cauſes

of war (as the - fame Writer obſerves) are innume

rable. Some of the chief are theſe : the ambition

of Princes ; or the corruption of theirMiniſters :

difference of opinion ; as whether fleſh be bread ,

or bread be fleſh ? Whether the juice of the grape

be blood or wine ? What is the beſt colour for a

coat, whether black , white or grey ; and whether

it ſhould be long or ſhort ? Whether narrow or

wide ? Nor are there any wars ſo furious, as thoſe

occafioned by ſuch difference of opinions.

66 Sometimes two Princes make war, to decide

which of them ſhall diſpoſſeſs a third of his

dominions. Sometimes a war is commenced , be

cauſe another Prince is too ſtrong ; ſometimes be

cauſe he is too weak . Sometimes our neighbours

want the things which we have, or have the things

which we want. So we both fight, until they take

ours, or we take theirs. It is a reaſon for invading

a country, if the people have been waſted by

famine, deſtroyed by peftilenee, or embroiled by

faction : or to attack our earneſt ally, if part of his

land would make our dominions more round and

compact .

“ Another cauſe of making war is this . A crew

are driven by a ſtorm they know not where ; at

length they make land and go aſhore : they are

entertained with kindneſs. They give the country

a new name : ſet up a ſtone or rotten plank for a

memorial ; murder a dozen of the natives , and

bring away a couple by force. Here commences a

new Right of Dominions ; ſhips are ſent, and the

natives driven out or deſtroyed. And this is done

to civilize and convert á barbarous and idolatrous

people ."

But whatever be the cauſe, let us calmly and

impartially conſider the thing itſelf. Here are

forty thouſand men gathered together on this plain ,

D What



( 38 )

What are they going to do ? See, there are thirty

or forty thouſand more at a little diſtance . And

theſe are going to ſhoot them through the head or

body, to ſtab ihem , or ſplit their ſculls, and ſend

moſt of their ſouls into everlaſting fire, as faſt as

poſſibly they can . Why ſo ? What harm have

they done to them ? O none at all . They do not

as much as know them . But a man , who is King

of France, has a quarrel with another man, who is

King of England . So theſe Frenchmen are to kill

as many of thoſe Engliſhmen as theycan , to prove

the King of France is in the right. Now what an

argument is this ? What a method ofproof ? What

an amazing way of deciding controverſies ? What

muſt mankind be, before ſuch a thing as war could

ever be known, or thought of upon earth ? How

ſhocking, how inconceivable a want muſt there

have been of common underſtanding, as well as

common humanity , before any two Governors or

any two nations in the Univerſe, could once think

of ſuch a method of deciſion ? If then all nations,

Pagan, Mahometan and Chriſtian , do in fact maké

this their laſt reſort ; what farther proof do we

need of the utter degeneracy of all nations, from

the plaineſt principles of reaſon and virtue ? Of the

abſolute want both of common ſenſe and common

humanity, which runs through the whole race of

mankind ?
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In how juſt and ſtrong a light is this placed by

the Writer cited before ? " I gave him a deſcrip

tion of cannons, muſkets, piſtols, ſwords, bayoneis :

of fieges, attacks, mines, countermines, bombard

ments : of engagements by ſea and land : ſhips

funk with a thouſand men, twenty thouſand killed

on each ſide, dying groans, limbs flying in the air :

ſmoke, noiſe, trampling to death under horſes feet,

flight, purſuit, victory: fields ſtrewed with car

caſes left for food to dogs and beaſts of

farther, of plundering, ſtripping, raviſhing, burn

ing and deſtroying. I aſſured him , I had ſeen a

hundred

W
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hundred enemies blown up at once in a flege, and

as many in a ſhip, and beheld the dead bodies drop

down in pieces from the clouds to the great divere

fion of the fpectators."

Is it not aſtoniſhing, beyond all expreſſion , that

this is the naked truth ; that within a ſhort term of

years, this has been the real caſe, in almoſt every

part of even the Chriſtian world ? And mean while

we gravely talk of the “ Dignity of our Nature,”

in iis preſent ſtate ! This is really ſurpriſing, and

might eaſily drive even a well-tempered man to

ſay , “ Onemight bear with men , if they would be

' content with thoſe vices and follies to which

nature has entitled them . I amI am not provoked at

the light of a pick pocket, a gamefter, a politician ,

a ſuborner, a iraitor , or the like . This is all accorda

ing to the natural courſe of things. But when I

behold a lump of deformity and diſeaſes, both in

body and mind ſmitten with pride, it breaks all the

meaſures of my patience . Neither ſhall I ever be

able to comprehend, how ſuch an animal and ſuch

a vice can tally together."

And ſurely all our declamations on the ſtrength

of human reaſon, and the eminence of our virtues,

are nomore than the cant and jargon of pride and

ignorance , ſo long as there is ſuch a thing as war

in the world . Men in general can never be

allowed to be reaſonable creatures , till they know

not war any more. So long as this monſter ſtalk's

uncontrolled, where is realon , virtue , humanity ?

They are utterly excluded ; they have no place ;

they are a name, and nothing more. If even an

heathen were to give an account of an age, where

in reaſon and virtue reigned , he would allow no

war to have place therein . So Ovid of the golden

age,

Nondum præcipites cingebant oppida foffe :

Non galece, non enfis erat. Sine militis ufu

Mollia fecuræ peragebant otia gentes,

Steep
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Steep ditches did not then the towns ſurround,

Norglittering helm , nor ſlaughtering ſword was

found .

Nor arms had they to wield, nor wars to wage,

But peace and ſafety crowned the bliſsful age.

11. How far is the world at preſent from this

ftate ? Yet when we ſpeak of the folly and

wickedneſs of mankind, may we not except our

own country, Great Britain and Ireland ? In theſe

we have ſuch advantages, for improvement both in

knowledge and virtue, as ſcarce any other nation

enjoys. We are under an excellent conſtitution ,

which fecures both our religious and civil liberty .

We have religion taught in its primitive purity,

its genuine, native fimplicity. And how it proſ

pers among us, we may know with great eaſe and

certainty. For we depend not on hearſay, on the

report of others, or on fubile and uncertain

reaſonings, but may ſee every thing with our own

eyes, and hear it with our own ears. Well then ,

10 make all the allowance poffible, we will fuppofe

mankind in general , to be on a level, with regard

10 knowledge and virtue , even with the inhabitants

of our fortunate iſlands : and take our meaſure of

them , from the preſent undeniable ſtate of our own

countrymen .

In order to take a thorough ſurvey of theſe, let

us begin with the loweſt, and proceed upward.

The bulk of the natives of Ireland are to be found

in or near their little cabins throughout the king

dom, moſt of which are their own workmanſhip,

conſiſting of four, earthen walls , covered with

ſtraw or Tods, with one opening in the ſide wall,

which ſerves at once for door, window and chim

ney. Here in one room are the cow and pig, the

woman with her children , and the maſter of the

family. Now what knowledge have theſe rational

animals ? They know to plant and boil their

potatoes, to milk their cow , and to put their

clothes

1
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2

clothes on and off, if they have any beſides a

blanket. But other knowledge they have none,

unleſs in religion . And how much do they know

of this ? A little more than the Hoitentots, and not

much . They know the names of God and Chriſt

and the Virgin Mary . They know a little of St.

Patrick , the Pope and the Prieſt : how to tell their

beads; to ſay itve Maria and Pater nofter : to do

what penance they are bid, to hear Maſs, confeſs

and pray ſo much for the pardon of their fins . But

as to the nature of religion, the life of God in the

foul, they know no more ( I will not ſay than the

Prieſt, but ) than the beaſts of the field .

And how very little above theſe are the numera

ous inhabitants of the Northern paris of Scotland,

or of the Iflands which lie either on the Weſt,

or the North ſide of that kingdom ? What know

ledge have theſe ? And what religion ? Their

religion uſually lies in a ſingle point, in implicitly

believing the head of their Clan, and implicitly

doing what he bids . Mean time they are one and

all , as ignorant of rational , ſcriptural religion as of

Algebra : and altogether as far from the practice,

as from the theory of it .

em

04

" But it is not ſo in England . The very loweſt

of the people are here beilor inſtructed." I ſhould

be right glad to find it ſo : but I doubt a fair trial

will ſhew the contrary, I am afraid we may ſtill

fay, of thouſands, myriads of peaſants, men,

women , and children throughout our nation

66 Wild as the untaught Indian's brood ,

The Chriftian ſavages remain ;

Strangers, yea , enemies to God ,

They make thee fpend thy blood in vain ."

The generality of Engliſh peaſants are not only

grofsly , ſtupidly, I had almoft faid, brutiſhly igno

rant, as to all the arts of this life, but eminently

D3 fo ,
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fo , with regard to religion and the life to come:

Aſk a countryman , What is Faith ? What is

Repentance ? What is Holineſs ? What is true

Religion ? And he is no more able to give you an

intelligible anſwer, than if you were to aſk him

about the North -Eaſt paſſage. Is there then any

poſſibility that they ſhould practiſe what they

know nothing of? If religion is not even in their

heads, can it be in their hearts or lives ? It cannot,

Nor is there the leaſt favour thereof, either in their

tempers or converſation . Neither in the one nor

the other do they riſe one jot above the pitch of a

Turk or an Heachen .

Perhaps it will be ſaid , “ Whatever the clowns

in the Midland Counties are , ihe people near the

Sea -Coaſts are more civilized . ” Yes, great num.

bers of them are , in and near all our Ports : many

thouſands there are civilized by ſmuggling. The

numbers concerned herein upon all our Coaſts,

are far greater than can be imagined . But what

realon , and what religion have thefe that trample

on all laws, divine and human, by a courle of

thieving, or receiving ſtolen goods, of plundering

their King and country ? I ſay, King and country:

feeing wharever is taken from the King, is in

effect taken from the country , who are obliged to

ali deficiencies in the royal revenue.

Theſe are therefore general robbers. They roo

you and me, and every one of their countrymen :

feeiog had the King his due cuſtoms a great part of

our taxes might be ſpared. A ſmuggler then (and

in proportion, every ſeller or buyer,of uncuſtomed

goods) is a thief of the firſt order, a highwayman or

pickpocket of the worſt fort. Let not any of thoſe

prate about reaſon or religion . It is an amazing

inLance of human folly, that every Government

in Europe does not drive theſe vismin away into

lands not inhabiteda

inake up
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We are all indebted to thoſe detachments of

the army, which have cleared ſome of our coaſts

of the public nuiſances. And indeed many of

that body have in ſeveral refpects, deſerved well

of their country. Yet can we fay of the ſoldiery

in general, that they are men of reaſon and relia

gion ? I fear not . Are not the bulk of them void

of almoſt all knowledge, divine and human ? And

is their virtue more eminent than their knowledge ?

But I ſpare them . May God be merciful to them !

. May he be glorified by their reformation, rather

than their deſtruction !

.

D

Is there any more knowledge or virtue in that

vaſt body of men ( ſome hundred thouſands) the

Engliſh Sailors ? Surely no . It is not without

cauſe, that a ſhip has been called “ a floating hell.”

What power,whatformof religion is to be found,

in nine outof ten , ſhall I ſay ? Or ninety -nine out

of a hundred , either of our merchantmen or men

of war ? What do the men in them think or know

about religion ? What do they practiſe ? Either

failors or marines ? I doubt whether any heathen

ſailors, in any country or age , Greek , Roman or

Barbarian, ever came up to ours, for profound

ignorance and barefaced, ſhameleſs, ſhocking im

piety . Add to theſe , out of our renowned Meiro.

polis , the whole brood of porters, draymen, car .

men , hackney- coachmen, and I am ſorry to ſay,

Noblemen and Gentlemen's foolmen (1ogether

making up ſome thouſands ) and you will have ſuch

a collection of knowing and pious Chriſtians, as all

Europe cannot exceede

“ But allmen are not like theſe . " No, it is pily

they ſhould . And yet how little belter are lhe

retailers of brandy or gin , the inhabitants of blind

ale houſes , the oyſter- women , fiſh -wives, and other

good creatures about Billingsgate, and the various

clans of pedlars and hawkers, that patrol through

ghe Itreels, or ply in Rag-fair, and other places of

public
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public reſort. Theſe likewiſe amount to ſeveral

ihouſands, even within the bills of mortality . And

what knowledge have they ? What religion are

they of ? What morality do they practiſe ?

“ But theſe have had no advantage of education ,

many of them ſcarce being able to write or read .”

Proceed we then to thole who have had theſe ade

vantages, the officers of the Exciſe and Cuſtoms.

Are theſe in general men of reaſon ? who think

with clearnefs and connection , and ſpeak perti.

nently on a given ſubject ? Are they men of reli

gion fover, tenperate? fearing God andworking

righteouineis ? having a conicience void ofoffence,

toward God and toward man ? How many do you

find of this kind among them ; men that fear an

Oath ; that fear perjury more than death ? that

would die rather ihan neglect any partofthatdury,

which they have ſworn to perform ? that would

fooner be torn in pieces, than ſuffer any man,

under any pretence, to defraud his Majeſty of his

juſt right ? How many ofthem will not be deterred

from doing their duty , either by fear or favour ?

regard no ihreatenings in the execution of their

office, and acceptno bribes , called preſents ? Theſe

only are wiſe and honeſt men . Set down all the

reſt, as having neither religion nor found realon .

“ But ſurely tradeſmen have.” Some of them

have both : and in an eminent degree . Some of

our traders are an honour to the nation . But are

the bulk of thein ſo ? Are a vaſt majoriiy of our

tradeſmen , whether in town or country , I will not

ſay, religious, but honeſt men ? Who ſhall judge

whether they are or no ? Perhaps you think St.

Paul is too ſtrict. Let us appeal then to Cicero, ani

honeſt Heathen . Now when he is laying down

rules of honeſty between inan and man, he pro

poſes two caſes.

7. Antifthenes
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1. Antiſthenes brings a fhip -load of corn to

Rhodes, at a time of great ſcarcity. The Rhodians

flock about him to buy. He knows that five other

fhips laden with coin will be there to-morrow.

Ought he to tell the Rhodians this, before he ſells

his own corn ? Undoubtedly he ought, ſays the

Heathen, Otherwiſe he makes a gain of their

ignorance, and ſo is nu belter than a thief or a

robber.

*

2 , A Ronan Nobleman comes to a Gentleman

to buy his houſe, who leils him , " There is another

going to be built near it , which will darken the

windows, and on that account makes a deduction

in the price. Some years after, the Gentleman

buys it of him again . Afterward he ſues the

Nobleman , for ſelling it without telling him firſt,

tnat houſes were built near, which darkened the

windows. The Nobleman pleads , “ I thought he

knew it.” The Judge aſks , Did you tell him or

not ? And on his owning, he did not , determines,

" This is contrary to the Law , Ne quid dolo malo

fiat ," ( let nothing be done fraudulently ) and

fentences him immediately to pay back part of the

price .

3

b

2

Now, how many of our Tradeſmen come up to

the heathen ſtandard of honefty? Who is clear

of Dolus malus ? Such fraud as the Roman Judge

would immediately have condemned ? Which of

our countıymen would not have fold his corn or

other wares, at the higheſt price he could ? Who

would have funk his own market, by telling his

cuſtomers, ihere would be plenty the next day ?

perhaps ſcarce one in twenty .
That one the

heathen would have allowed to be an honeſt

man . And every one of the reſt, according to

his ſentence, is no better than a thief or a

robber,"

1

I must
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I muſt acknowledge, I once believed the body

of English Merchants in be men of the itrieteſt

honeſty and honour. But I have lately had more

experience . Whoever wrongs the widow and

fatherleſs , knows not what honour or honeſty

means. And how very few are there that will

ſcruple this ? I could relate many flagrani inſtances.

But let one fuffice . A Merchant dies in the

full courſe of a very extenſive buſineſs. Another

agrees with his widow , that provided ſhe will

recommend him to her late huiband's correſpon

dents , he will allow her yearly ſuch a proportion

of the profis of the trade . She does 1o . and

articles are drawn, which ſhe lodges with an
eminent man . This eminent man pofilively re

fules to give them back to her; but gives them to

the other Merchant, and ſo leaves her entirely at

The conſequence is , the other ( tys,

there is no profit at all. So he does not give her a

groat. Now where is the honeſty or honour, either

of him who made the agreemeni, or him who gave

back the articles to him ?

his mercy .

That there is honour, nay and honeſty to be -

found in another body of men , among the Gentle.

men of the Law, I firmly believe, whether Attor.

nies , Solicitors or Counſellors. But are they not

thinly ſpread ? Do the generality of Arfornies and

Solicitors in Chancery , love their neighbour as

themſelves ? and do 10 Oihers, what ( if the cir.

cumſtance were changed) they would have others

do to thein ? Do the generality of Counſellors

walk by this Rule ? and by the Rules of juſtice,

mercy and truth ? Do they uſe their utmoſt

endeavours, do they take all the care which the

nature of the thing will allow , to be affured that a

cauſe is juſt and good, before they undertake to

defend it Ž Do they never knowingly defend a bad

caule , and ſo make themſelves accomplices in

wrong and opprellion ? Do they never deliver

the
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the poor into the hand of his oppreſſor, and fee

that ſuch as are in neceſſity have not right? Are

they not often the means of with -holding bread

from the hungry, and raiment from the naked ?

even when it is their own, when they have a clear

right thereto, by the law both of God and man ?

Is not this effectually done in many caſes, by

protracting the ſuit from year to year ? I have

known a friendly bill preferred in Chancery, by

the conſent of all parties : themanager aſſuring

them , a decree would be procured, in two or three

months. But alıhough ſeveral years are now

elapſed, they can ſee nö land yet. Nor do I know,

that we are a jot nearer the concluſion than we

were the firſt day: Now where is the honeſty of

this ? Is it not picking of pockets, and no better ?

A Lawyer who does not finiſh his Client's fuit,

as ſoon as it can be done, I cannot allow to have

more honeſty (though he has more prudence) than

if he robbed him on the highway .

6 But whether Lawyers are or no, ſure the

Nobility and Gentry are all men of reaſon and

religion ," If you think they are all men of

religion , you think very differently from your

Maſter : who made no exception of time or

nation , when he uttered that weighty ſentence ,

How difficulily thal! they that have riches enter into the

kingdom of heaven ! And when ſome who leem to

haye been of your judgment, were greatly

aſtoniſhed at his 'ſaying: inſtead of retracting or

ſoftening, he adds , Verily I ſay unto you, it is eafier

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for

a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. You

think differently from St. Paul, who declares, in

thoſe remarkable words, verified in all ages ,

Ņot many rich men , not many noble are called :

and obey the heavenly calling . So many ſnares

furround them, that it is the greateſt of all miracles,

if any of them have any religion at all . And if

you think they are all men of ſound reaſon, you

do
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As a gay

do not judge by fact and experience. Much

money does not imply much ſenſe ; neither does a

good eſtate infer a good underſtanding.

coat may cover a bad heart , ſo a fair peruke may

adorn a weak head . Nay a critical judge of

human nature , avers that this is generally the caſe.

He lays it down as a rule

Senſus communis in illa

Fortuna rarus

6 Common ſenſe is rarely found in men of fortune,"

“ A rich man , ſays he, has liberty to be a fool. His

fortune will bear him out.” Stultitiam patiuntur

opes : but Tibi paruula res eft. “ You have little

money, and therefore ſhould have common fenfe ."

I would not willingly ſay any thing concerning

thoſe whom the providence of God has allotted for

guides to others. There are many thouſands of

theſe in the eſtabliſhed Church : many, among

Diflenters of all denominations. We may add,

ſome thcuſands of Romißh Prieſts, ſcattered through

England, and (warming in Ireland. Oftheſe there.

fore I would only aſk , “ Are they all moved by

the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon them ihat Office and

Miniſtry ? ” If not, they do not enter by the door

into the freep fold ? they are not fent of God. Is

their eye ſingle ? Is their ſole intention in all their

miniſtrations, to glorify God and to ſave fouls ?

Otherwiſe, the light which is in them is darknefs.

And if it be, how great is that darkneſs ? Is their

heart right with God ? Are their offections ſet on

things above, not on things of the earth ? Elſe how

will they themſelves go one tter in the way,

wherein they are to guide others ? Once more ;

are they holy in all manner of converſation, as he who

hath called them is holy ? If not, with what face.

can they ſay to his flock, Beye followers of me, as I

am of Chriſ ?

12. We
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12. We have now taken a curſory view of the

preſent ſtate of mankind in all parts of the habi

table ' world , and ſeen in a general way , what is

their real condition , both with regard to knowledge

and virtue. But becauſe this is not ſo pleaſing a

picture, as human pride is accuſtomed to draw ;

and becauſe thoſe who are prepoſleft with high

notions of their own beauty, will noteaſily believe ,

that it is taken from the life : I ſhall endeavour to

place it in another view , that it may be certainly

known , whether it reſembles the original. I ſhall

deſire every one who is willing to know mankind,

to begin his enquiry at home, Firſt, let him ſurvey

himſelf ; and then go on , Itep by ſtep, among his

neighbours .

I aſk then, firſt, Are you thoroughly pleaſed with

yourſelf ? Say you, Who is not ? Nay, I ſay, Who

is ? Do you obſerve nothing in yourſelf which you

dilike ? 'which you cannot cordially approve of ?

Do you never think too well of yourfelf?:think

yourſelf wiſer, better and ſtronger, than you ap

pear to be upon the proof ? Is not this pride ?

And do you approve of pride ? Was you never

angry without a cauſe ? Or farther than that cauſe

required ? Are you not apt to be fo ? Do you ap

prove of this ? Do not you frequently reſolve

againſt it? And do not you break thoſe reſolu

tions again and again ? Can you help breaking

them ? If ſo , why do you not ?-- Are not you

prone to unreaſonable deſires, either of pleaſure,

praiſe or money ? Do not you catch yourſelf

deſiring things not worth a deſire : and other

things more than they deſerve ? Are all your

deſires proportioned to the real , intrinſic value

of things ? Do not you know and feel the con

trary ? Are not you continually liable to fooliſh

and hurtful defires ? And do not you frequently

relapſe into them , knowing them to be ſuch:

knowing that they have beforepierced you through

with many ſorrows ? Have you not often reſolved
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againſt theſe deſires ? And as often broke your

Telolutions ? Can you help breaking them ?

Do fo: help it if you can ; and if not, own your

helpleſsneſs.

Are you thoroughly pleaſed with your own life ?

Nihilne vidos quod nolis ? Do you obſerve nothing

there which you diſlike ? I preſume you are not

too ſevere a judge here. Nevertheleſs I aſk , Are

you quite ſatisfied, from day to day, with all you

Say or do ? Do you ſay nothing, which you after

ward wiſh you hadnot ſaid ? Do nothing, which

you wiſh you had not done ? Do you never ſpeak

any thing contrary to truth or love ? Is that right?

Let your own conſcience determine,

never do any thing contrary to juſtice or mercy ?

Is that well done ? You know it is not. Why then

doyou not amend ? Moves, ſed nil promoves. You

reſolve and reſolve, and dojuſt as you did before.

Do you

Your wife however is wiſer and better than

you. Nay , perhaps you do not think ſo . Poſſibly

you ſaid once

66.Thou haft no faults, or 1 no faults can ſpy ;

Thou art all beauty, or all blindneſs 1."

But you do not ſay ſo now : ſhe is not without

faults : and you can ſee them plain enough . You

ſee more faults than you deſire, both in her temper

and behaviour. And yet you cannot mend them :

and ſhe either cannot or will not. And ſhe ſays

the very ſame of you . Do your parents or her's

Jive with you ? And do not they too exerciſe your

patience ? ' Is there nothing in their tempers or

behaviour that gives you pain ? Nothing which

you wiſh to have altered ? Areyoua parent

yourſelf ? Parents in general are not apt to think

100 meanly of their own dear offspring. And

probably at ſometimes you admire your's more than

enough ; you think there are none ſuch , But do

you
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you think ſo, upon cool reflection ? Is the bes

haviour of all your children, of moſt, of any of

them , juſt ſuch as you would defire ? toward your

ſelf, toward each other, and toward all men ? Are

their tempers juſt fuch as you would with ; loving,

modeſt, mild and teachable ? Do you obſerve no

felf-will, no paſſion, no ſtubboronels, no ill.nature

or furlineſs among them ? Did not you obſerve

more or leſs of theſe in every one of them , before

they were two years old ? And have not thoſe

feeds ever ſince grown up with them , till they

have brought forth a plentiful harveſt ?

er is wiler and better

ou do not think ſo. Fut

ts, or I no faults can

y , or all blindn
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1."

Your ſervants or 'prentices are pro'ably older

than your children. And are they wiler and

better ? Of all thoſe who have ſucceeded each

other for twenty years , how many were good

fervants ? How many of them did their work

unto the Lord, not as plealing man but God ?

How many did the ſame work , and in as exaét a

manner, behind your back as before your face ?

They that did not were knaves ; they had no

religion ; they had no morality. Which of them

ftudied your intereſt in all things, juſt as if it had.

been his own ? I am afraid, as long as you have

lived in the world , you have ſeen few of theſe

black ſwans yet.

Have you had better ſucceſs with the journey-

men and labourers, whom you occaſionally cm-

ploy ? Will they do the ſamework if you are at a

diſtance, which they do while you are ſtandings

by ? Can you depend upon their uſing you , as they

would you ſhould uſe them ? And will they do

this , not ſo much for gain , as for conſcience fake ?

Can you truſt them as to the price of their labour ?

Will they never charge more than it is fairly

worih ? If you have found a ſet of ſuch workmen ,

pray do not conceal ſo valuable a treaſure ; but im

inediately advertiſe the men and their places of

abode,
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abode, for the common benefit of your country .

mnen .

Happy you, who have ſuch as theſe about your

houſe ! And are your neighbouis as honeſt and

Joving as they ? They who live either in the ſame,

or in the next houle : do theſe love you as them .

felves ? And do to you in every point, as they

would have you colo them ? Are they guilty of no

untrue or unkind ſayings, no unfriendly actions

lowards you ? Ao are ihey ( as far as you ſee or

know ; in all other refpeéts, jealonable and reli.

gious men ? How many of your neighbours anſwer

inis charaéter ? Would it require a large houſe to

contain them ?

But you have intercourſe not with the next

neighbours only, but with ſeveral tradeſmen . And

all very honeſt: are they not ? You may eaſily

anake a trial . Soud a child or a countryman to

one of their ſhops. If the ſhopkeeper is an honeſt

man , he will take no advaniage of the buyer's

ignorance . If he does, he is no honefter than a

thief. And how many tradeſmen do you know

who would ſcruple it ?

Go a little farther. Send to the market for what

you want , “ What is the loweſt price of this ? ”

" live ſhillings, Sir. " “ Can you take no leſs ?"

“ No, upon my word. It is worth it every penny."

An hour after he ſells it for a ſhilling leſs. And

it is really worth no more. Yet is not this the

courſe ( a few perfons excepted ) in every market

through the kingdom ? Is it not generally, though

not always, cheat that cheat can ? Sell as dear as

you can , and buy as cheap ? And what are they

who ſteer by this rule beiier than a company of

Newgate-Birds ? Shake them all together ; for there

is not a grain of honeſty among them.

But
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But are not your own Tenants at leaſt, or your

Landlord, honeſt men ? You are perſuaded they

are . Very good : remember then an honeſt man's

word is as good as his bond. You are preparing

a receipt or writing for a ſum of money, which

you are going to pay or lend to this honeſt man .

Writing! What need of that ? You do not fear

he ſhould die foon . You did not once think of it.

But you do not care to truſt him without it ; that

is , you are not ſure but he is a mere knave . Wha,

your Landlord ? who is a Juſtice of peace ! It may

be a Judge ; nay , a Member of Parliament ; poſſibly

a Peer of the Realm ! And cannot you truſt this

honourable ( if not right honourable ) man, without

a paltry receipt ? I do not aſk whether he is a

whoremonger, an adulterer , a blafphemer, a proud,

a paſſionate , a revengeful man . This it may be

his neareſt friends will allow : but do you ſuſpect

his honeſty too ?

13. Such is the ſtate of the Proteſtant Chriſtians

in Englandi Such their virtue from the leaſt 10

the greateſt, if you take an impartial ſurvey of your

parents, children, ſervants, labourers, neighbours ;

of Tradeſmen , Gentry, Nobility . What ihen can

weexpect from Papiſts ? What from Jews, Maho

mietans, Heathens

i

And it may be remarked , that this is the plain ,

glaring , apparent condition of humankind . It

îtrikes the eye of the moſt careleſs, inaccurale

obſerver, who does not trouble himſelf with any

more than their outſide. Now it is certain , the

generality of men do not wear their worſt lide

outward. Rather, they ſtudy to appear better than

they are, and to conceal what they can of their

faults . What a figure then would they make,

were we able to touch them with Ithuriel's ſpear ?

What a proſpect would there be, could we antici

pale. the tranſactions of the great day ? Could we

bringE 3
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bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and make

manifeft the thoughts and intents of the heart.

This is the plain naked fact, without any ex

tenuation on the one hand or exaggeration on the

other . The preſent ſtate of the moral world is

as conſpicuous as that of the natural . Ovid ſaid

no more concerning both near two thouſand years

ſince, than is evidently true at this day . Of the

natural world he ſays ( whether this took place

at the fall of man , or about the time of the deluge)

Fupiler antiqui contraxit tempora veris ,

Perq; hiemes, æſtufq; & inæquales autumnos,

Et breve ver ſpatiis exegit quatuor annum.

The God of Nature, and her ſovereign King,

Shortened the primitive perennial ſpring :

The ſpring gave place, no ſooner come than paſt,

To ſuin mer's heai, and winter's chilling blaſt,

And autumn lick , irregular and uneven :

While thefad yearthro'different ſeaſons driven

Obeyéd the itern decree of angry Heaven.

And a man may as modeſtly deny, that Spring and

Summer, Autumn and Winter ſucceed each other ,

as deny one article of the enſuing account of the

inoral world .

Irrupit vence perjoris in ævun

Omne nefas : Fugère Pudor, Verumq; Fideja;

In quorum fubiere locum fraudeſq; dolig ;

Iuliaiaq ; vis , * amor fceleratus habendi :

A lood of general wickedneſs broke in

Al once , and made the iron age begin :

Vinue ard truth forlook the faithleis race ,

And fraud and wrong ſucceeded in their place.

Deceit and violence, the dire thirſt of gold ,

Luitio poffufi, and rage to have and hold .

What
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What country is there now upon earth , in Europe,

Aha, Africa or America , be the inhabitants Pagans,

Turks or Chriſtians, concerning,which we may not

fay,

Vivitur ex rapto : non hofpes ab hofpite tutus :

Filius ante diem patrios inquirit in annos .

Vista jacet Pietas ; & 3 Virgo cæde madentes

Ultima Cæleftum terras Aftræa reliquit .

+

They live by Rapine. The unwary gueſt

Is poiſoned at the inhoſpitable feaſt.

The ſon, impatient for his father's death ,

Numbers his years, and longs to ſtop his breath :

Extinguiſhed all regard for God and man :

And juſtice, laſt of the celeſtial train,

Spurns the earth drenched in blood, and flies

to heaven again .

1

E:

G

14. Univerſalmiſery is at once a conſequence

and a proof of this univerſal corruption . Men are

unhappy , ( how very few are the exceptions ? )

becauſe they are unholy . Culpam Pæna premit comes.

Pain accompanies and follows fin . Why is the

earth ſo full of complicated diſtreſs ? Becauſe it is

full of complicated wickedneſs . Why are not you

happy ? Oiher circumſtances may concur : but he

main reaſon is , becauſe you are not holy . It is

inpoſible in the nature of things, that wickedneſs

can conſiſt with happineſs . Roman Heathens, tell

the Engliſh Heathens, Nemomalus felix : no vicious

man is happy. And if you are not guilty of any

groſs outward vice , yet you have vicious tempers :

and as long as theſe have power in your heart ,

true peace has no place. You are proud ; you

think 100 highly of yourlelf . You are paſſionate ;

often angry without realon . You are ſelf-willed ;

you would have your own will, your own way in

every thing ; that is plainly , you would rule over

God and man ; you would be the governor of the

world , You are daily liable to unreaſonable

defires :

31
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deſires : ſome things you deſire that are no way

deſirable : others which ought to be avoided, yea

abhorred, at leaſt as they are now circumſtanced.

And can a proud or paſſionate man be happy ? Oh

no : experience ſhews it impoſſible. Can a man

be happy, who is full of ſelf-will ? Not unleſs he

can dethrone the Moſt High. Can a man of un

reaſonable deſires be happy ? Nay, they pierce him

through with many forrows.

I have not touched upon envy, malice, revenge,

covetouſneſs , and other grofs vices. Concerning

theſe it is univerſally agreed, by all thinking men ,

Chriſtian or Heathen , that a man can no more be

happy, while they lodge in his boſom , than if a

Vulture was gnawing his liver. It is ſuppoſed in .

deed, that a very Inall part of mankind , only the

vileft of men are liable to theſe. I know not that :

but certainly this is not the caſe with regard to

pride, anger, ſelf- will , fooliſh defires. Thoſe who

are accounted not bad men , are by no means free

from theſe . And this alone, ( were they liable to

no other pain ) would prevent the generality of

men , rich and poor , learned and unlearned , from

ever knowing what happineſs means.

15. You think however you could bear yourſelf

pretty well ; but you have ſuch an huſband or

wife, ſuch parents and children as are intolerable !

One has ſuch a tongue, the other ſo perverſe a

temper ! The language of theſe, the carriage of

thofe, is ſo provoking ! Otherwiſe you ſhould be

happy enough . True, if both you and they were

wife and virtuous . Mean while, neither the vices

of your family, nor your own will ſuffer you

to reſt .

Look out of your own doors : Is there any evil

in the city, and fen hath not done it ? Is there any

misfortune or miſery to be named, whereof it is

of either the direct or remote occaſion ? Why

it
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it that the friend or relation for whom you are fo

tenderly concerned, is involved in ſo many

troubles? Have not you done your part toward

making them happy ? Yes , but they will not do

their own : one has no management, no frugalily,

or no induſtry. Another is too fond of pleaſures.

If he is not what is called ſcandalouſly vicious , he

loves wine , women or gaming. And to what

does all this amount ? He might be happy ; but

fin will not ſuffer it .

Perhaps you will ſay, nay, he is not in fault,

he is both ' frugal and diligent. But he has fallen

into the hands of thole, who have impoſed upon

his good.nature. Very weil ; but ftullin is the

cauſe of his misfortunes. Only it is another's,

not his own,

11

ES

If you enquire into the troubles under which

your neighbour, your acquaintance, or one you

caſually talk withi, labours, ſtill you will find the

far greater part of them ariſe , from ſome fault

either of the ſufferer or of others . So that ftill

fin is at the root of trouble, and it is unholineſs

which cauſes unhappineſs.

And this holds as well with regard to families,

as with regard to individuals. Many families are

miſerable through want. They have noi the con

veniences, if the neceſſaries of life. Why have

they not ? Becauſe they will not work : were they

diligent they would want nothing . Or if not idle,

they are waſteful: they ſquander away in a ſhort

time, what might have ſerved for many years :

others indeed are diligent and frugal too ; but a

treacherous friend, or a malicious enemy has ruined

them : or they groan under the hand ofthe oppreſa

ſor : or the extortioner has entered into their

labours . You ſee then , in all theſe caſes, want,

( though in various ways) is the effect of ſin . But

is there no rich man near None that could relieve

theſe
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theſe innocent ſufferers, without impairing his own

fortune ? Yes, but he thinks of nothing leſs . They

may rot and periſh for him . See, more fin is

implied in their ſuffering.

But is not the family of that rich man himſelf

happy ? No; far from it : perhaps farther than

his poor neighbours . For they are not content :

Their eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor their ear

with hearing. Endeavouring to fill iheir ſouls

with the pleaſures of ſenſe and imagination , they

are only pouring water inio a ſieve . Is not this

the caſe with the wealthieſt families you know ?

But it is not the whole caſe with ſome of thein .

There is a debauched , a jealous, or an ill - natured

huſband : a gaming, paſionate, or imperious wife ;

an undutiful ſon, or an imprudent daughter, who

baniſhes happineſs from the houſe. And what is

all this , but fin in various ſhapes, with its fure

attendant miſery ?

In a Town, a Corporation, a City, a Kingdom ,

is it not the ſame thing ſtill ? Fromwhence comes

that complication of all the miſeries incident to

human nature, war ? Is it not from the tempers.

which war in the foul ? When nations riſes up

againſt nation , and kingdom againſt kingdom ,

does it not neceſſarily imply pride, ambition,

coveting what is another's; or envy, or malice, or

reyenge, on one ſide, if not on both ? Still then .

fin is the baleful fource of affliction . And con ..

fequently the flood of miſeries, which covers the

face of the earth , which overwhelms not only

fingle perſons, but whole families, Towos, Cities ,

Kingdoms, is a demonſtrative proof of the over

flowing of ungodlinels , in every nation under

heaven . Such (if we can believe our eyes, ears,

or experience) is the prefent Dignity of Human

Nature !

F I NI S..
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