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ROMANS xiv. 10.

We ſhall all ſtand before the judgment feat of Chriſt.

1 .
OW awful.a ſolemnity is at hand ? Yet a

,

judgment feat of Chrift. For as I live, faith the Lord,

every knee ſhallbow to me, and every tongue, ſhall con

fefs to God . Andin that day, Every one of us ſhall

give account of himſelf to God.

2. Had all men a deep ſenſe of this, how effec

tually would it ſecure the intereſts of ſociety ? For

what more forcible motive can be conceived, to

the practice of genuine morality ? To a ſteady pur

fuit of ſolid virtue ? An uniform walking in juſtice,

mercy , and truth ? What could ſtrengthen our

hands in all that is good, and deter us from all

evil , like a ſtrong conviction of this, The Judge

ftandeth at the door : ' and we are ſhortly to ſtand be

fore him ?

3 .
It may therefore be of uſe to conſider,

1. The chief circumſtances which will precede

our ſtanding before the judgment feat of Chriſt.

II . The judgment itſelf, and ,

III . A few of the circumſtances which will

follow it .

1. Let is, in the first place conſider the chief

circumſtances, which will precede our ſtanding be

fore the judginent ſeat of Chrift.

And iſt, * God will thew figns in the earth beneath :

particularly he will ariſe to make terribly the earth .

? he earth ſhall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and

fhall be removed like a cottage. + There ſhall be

carthquakes zarà tómes (not in divers only , but) in all

tha

1

Acts si . 10 . + lukexxi in .

places :
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places : not in one only, or a few , but in every

part of the habitable world : even fuh as openie

fince men were ??pon the earth , for mighty earthqurtos

and ſo great. . In one of thcle, Every lind fa !!

flee away, and the mountains will not be fillede

Mean time all the wa'ers of the terraqueous globe

will feel the violence of thole concutions : de

fea and waves roaring, with ſuch an agiiauon as bad

never been known before , ſince the hour that he

fountains of the great diep were évben u), to detroy

the earth which then itcod 0116 of th : water and ir

the water. The air will be all ſorin and tempelt,

full of dark I vapours and trlars of smoke ; re .

founding with thunder from pole to pule, and 101

with ten thouland lightnings. But the commotion

will not ſtop in the region of the air : the poziroma

heaven alſo fall be taken . Thrre thall be has in the fine

and in the inoon uid in the stars ; thote hox !, as well as

thoſe that move round them . The fun Újhall be

turned into darknefs and the moon into bloud, before

the great and terrible day of the Lord come. The

Iftars ' fhall withdraw their fhining, yea and fall

from heaven, being thrown out of their orbits. And

then ſhall be heard the univerſal hout, ** from all

the companies of heaven , followed by the voice of

the arihangé, proclaiming the approach of the Son

of God and man , and the trupet of God, ſounding

an alarm to all that fleep in the duſt of the earth .

In conſequence of this, all the graves ſhallopen ,

and the bodies of men ariſe . The fea ++ alſo fnall

give up th. dead which are therein , and every one

thail vile with his own body : his own in ſubſtance,

although fo changed in its properties , as we can

not now conceive. For II this corruptible will then

put on incorruption, and this mortal put on immor

tality. Yea, death and hades, the inviſible world,

ſhall deliver up the dead that are in them . So that

* Rev. xvi . 20 . + Luke xsi 25 1 Jociii. 31. 1 Luke

xxi . 25, 26. Joel ii . 31. 1 Joelii 15 . ** Theff. iv. 16 .

+ † Rev. xx . 13 If i Cor. x 54

all
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all who ever lived and died ſince God created man ,

Thall be raiſed incorruptible and immortal .

2. At the ſame time the Son of man fhall fend

forth his angels over all the earth , and * they shall

gather his ele &t from the four winds, from one end of

heaven to the other. And the Lord himſelf ſhall

come with clouds, in his own glory, and the glory of his

Father, with ten thouſand of his faints, even myriads

of angels, and + ſhall fit upon the throne of his glory.

And before him ſhall be gathered all nations, and he

ſhall ſeparate them one from another, and ſhall ſet the

ſheep , the good , on his right hand, and the goats,

the wicked, upon the left. Concerning this general

aſſembly it is that the beloved diſciple ſpeaks

thus : I ſaw I the dead, all that had been dead,

fmall and great stand before God . And the books

were opened (a figurative expreſſion, plainly re

ferring to the manner of proceeding among men )

and the dead were judged out of thoſe things which were

written in the books according to their works.

II . Theſe are the chief circumſtances which are

recorded in the oracles of God , as preceding the

general judgment. We are , fecondly, to conlider .

the judgment itſelf, ſo far as it'hath pleaſed God to

reveal it.

1. The perſon by whom God will judge the world

is his only begotten Son , whoſe goings forth are

from everlaſting , who is God over all , blijedfor ever.

Unto him , being the || out-beaming of his Father's

glory, the expreſs image of his perfon, the Father

hath © committed all judgment, becauſe he is the Son of

man : becauſe, though he was I in the form of God,

and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, yet

he emptied himfelf, takingupon him the form of a

fervant, being made in the likeneſs of men . " Yea, be

cauſe being found in faſhion
as a man , he humbled

himfelf yet farther, becoming obedient unto death, even

the death of the croſs. Wherefore God hath highly

* Matt. xxiv . 31 . + Matt . XXV . 31 , &c . Rev. xx . 12 .

|| Heb . i . 2 . John v . 22.27 .
1 Phil. ii . 6, 7 .

exalted
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exalted him ; even in his human nature, and ore .

dained him , as man , to try the children of men , to

be the Judge both of the quick and dead ; both of

thoſe who fall be found alive at his coming,

and of thoſe who were before gathered to their

fathers.
2. The time, termed by the prophet, the great

and the terrible day, is uſually in Scripture itiled

the day of the Lord. The ſpace from the cìeation

of man upon the earth to the end of all things, is

the day of the fons of men : the time that isnow

paſſing over us, is properly our day. When this

is ended, the day of the Lord will begin . But who

can fay, how long it will continue ? * Irith the

Lord one day is as a thouſand years, and a thouſand

vears as one day . And from this very expreilion

ſome of the ancient fathers drew that inlerence,

that, what is commonly called the day of judgment,

would be indeed a thouſand years. And it ſeems

they did not go beyond the truth : nay, probably

they did not come up to it. For if we conſider

the number of perſons who are to be judged , and

of a &tions which are to be enquired into,it does

not appear, that a thouſand years will ſuffice for

the tranſactions of that day. So that it may not

improbably comprize ſeveral thouſand years . But

God ſhall reveal this alſo in its ſeaſon .

3. With regard to the place where mankind

will be judged, we have no explicit account in

Scripture. An emment writer (but not he alone ;

many have been of the ſame opinion ) ſuppoſes it

will be on earth , where the works were done, ac

cording to which they ſhall be judged , and that

God will in order thereto employ the angels of his

ſtrength ,

* To ſmooth and lengthen out the boundleſs ſpace,

And Ipread an area for all human race ."

* 2 Pet . iii , 8 ,

A 3

But
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But perhaps it is more agreeable to our Lord's own

account, of his coming in the clouds, to ſuppoſe it

will be above the earth , if not " twice a planetary

height.” And this ſuppoſition is not a little fa

voured, by what St. Paul writes to the Theffalo-,

nians. * The dead in Chrift fhall riſe firft. Then

we who remain alive, ſhall be caught up together with

them, in the clouds, io meet the Lord in the air,

So that it ſeems moſt probable, the great white

throne, will be high exalted above the earth .

4. The perſons to be judged, who can count, any

more than the drops of rain , or the ſands of the

ſea ? I beheld , faith St. John, a great multitude

which no man could number, clothed with white

robes, and palms in their hands . How immenſe

then muſt be the total multitude of all nations, and

kindreds, and people , and tongues ? Of all that

have ſprung from the loins of Adam, ſince the

world began , till time ſhall be no more ?

admit the common ſuppoſitions, which ſeems no

ways abſurd , that the earth bears at any one time

no leſs than four hundred millions of living ſouls,

men, women and children : what a congregation

muſt all thoſe generations make, whohave ſucceeded

each other for ſeven thouſand years ?

Na

If we

6

>>

6 Great Xerxes'world in arms, proud Canna's hoſt,

They all are here : and here they all are loft.

Their numbers ſwell to be diſcerned in vain ;

Loft as a drop in the unbounded main ."

Every man, every woman, every infant of days

that'ever breathed the vital air, will then hear the

voice of the Son of God, and ſtart into life, and ap

pear before him. And this ſeems to be the na

tural import of that expreſion , the dead, ſmall and

great : all univerſally , all without exception, all

of every age, ſex , or degree ; all that ever lived and

died , or underwent ſuch a change as will be equi

* 1 Theff. iv . 16, 17 ,

valent
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valent with death . For long before that day the

phantom of human greatneſs diſappears and finks

into nothing. Even in the moment of death , that

vaniſhes away. Who is rich or great in the grave ?

5. And every man fhall there give an account of

hisown works, yea, a full and true account , of all

that he ever did while in the body, whether it was

good or evil. O what a ſcene will then be dif

cloſed, in the fight of angels and men ! While not

the fabled Rhadamanthus, by the Lord God Al

mighty, who knoweth all things in heaven and

carth ,

Caſtigatque auditque dolos : fubigitque fateri

Quæ quis apud ſuperos, furto lætatus inani ,

Diſtulit in feram commiſſa piacula mortem .

Nor will all the actions alone of every child of

man , be then brought to 'open view , but all their

words : ſeeing every idle word which men fhall

Speak, they ſhall give account thereof in the day of

judgment. So that by thy words as well as works,

thou fhalt be juflified ; or bythy words thou fhalt be

condemned . Will not God then bring to light

every circumſtance alſo, that accompanied every

word or action , and if not altered the nature, yet

leſſened or increaſed the goodneſs or badneſs of

them ? And how eaſy is this to him , who is about.

our bed, and about our path, and ſpieth out all our

ways ? We know , the darkneſs is not darkneſs to

him, but the night ſhineth as the day.

6. Yea, he will bring to light not the hidden works

of darkneſs only, but the very thoughts and intents

of the heart. And what marvel ? For he ſearcheth

the reins, and underſtands all our thoughts. AU

things are naked and open to the eyes of him with

whom we have to do . Hell and deftruction are before

him without a covering. How much more the hearts

of the children of men ?

* Matt. xii. 36 , 377

7. And
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7. And in that day ſhall be diſcovered every in

ward working of every human ſoul: every appetite,

paſſion , inclination, affection, with the various

combinations of them , with every temperand diſa

poſition that conſtitute the whole complex cha- .

racter of each individual. So ſhall it be clearly and

infallibly ſeen , who was righteous, and who un .

righteous ; and in what degree every action, or

perfon, or character, was either good or evil.' ,

8. Then the King will ſay to them on his right-hand ,

come ye bleffed of my Father. For I was hungry and

ye gave memeat, thirſty and ye gave me drink, I was.

a ſtranger and ye took me in , naked and ye
clothed

In like manner, all the good they did upon

earth , will be recited before men and angels :

whatſoever they had done either in word ordeed ,

in the name, or for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus. Ali

their good defires, intentions, thoughts, all their

holy difpofitions, will alſo be then remembered ;

and it will appear, That, though they were un

known or forgotten among men, yet God noted

them in his book. All their ſufferings likewiſe, for

the name of Jeſus, and for the teſtimony of a good

conſcience, will be diſplayed unto their praiſe, from

the righteous Judge, their honour before faints and

angels, and the increaſe of that far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory,

9. Bit will their evil deeds too ( fince if we take

in his whole life, there is not a man upon earth that

tiveth and finneth not ) will thefe be remem .

bered in that day, and mentioned in the great con-,

gregation ? Many believe they will not, and afk ,

Would not this imply, that their ſufferings were

not at an end, even when life was ended ? Seeing

they would ſtill have ſorrow , and frame and con

folion of face to endure pus They aſk farther, How

can this be 'reconciled with God's declaration by

the propheti * If the wicked will turn from all his

fins that he hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes,

* Ezck , xviii , 21 , 22 .

and
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and do that which is lzutul and right ; all his true

greffions that he hath committed , they fhill not be once

mentioned unto him . How is it conlitent with the

promile which God has made, to all who accep !

of the goſpel-covenant , * will forte thar inie

quities, and remember their fin no more ? Or as the

Apoltle expreſſes it , + I will be merciful to their un .

righteouſnefs, and their fins and iniquities will I

remember no more ?

10. It may be anſwered , it is apparently and ab

ſolutely neceffary, for the full dilplay of the glory

of God, for the clear and perfect' manifeſtation of

his wiſdom, juſtice, power, and mercy toward the

heirs of ſalvation, that all the circumftances of

their life ſhould be placed in open view , together

with all their tempers,and all the deſires, thoughts

and intents of their hearts . Olherwiſe how would

it appear outof what a depth of fin and miſery the

grace of God hath delivered them ? And, indeed,

if the whole lives of all the children of men were

not manifeſtly diſcovered, the whole amazing con .

texture of divine Providence could not be mani.

fefted ; nor ſhould we yet be able in a thouſand

inſtances,

To " juſtify the ways of God to man.”

Unleſs our Lord's words were fulfilled in their ut.

moſt ſenſe, without any reſtriction or limitation,

I There is nothing covered that ſhall not be revealed,

or hid that fhall not be known , abundance of God's

diſpenſations under the ſun would ſtill appear with :

out their reaſons. And then only when God hath

brought to light all the hidden things of darkneſs,

whoſoever were the actors therein , will it be

feen that wife and good were all his ways : that

he ſaw through the thick cloud, and governed all

things by the wiſe counſel of his own will : that

nothing was left to the chance or the caprice of

* Jer . xxxi. 34 . + Heb . viii . 12 . * Matt . x . 26.

men ,
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men , but God difpofcd all frongly and ſweetly, and

wrought all into one connected chain of juſtice,

mercy , and truth ,

11. And in the diſcovery of the divine perfec.

tions, the righteous will rejoice with joy unſpeak

able ; far froin feeling any painful forrow or ſhame,

for any of thoſe pait tranſgreſſions, which were

long ſince blotted out as a cloud, waſhed away by

the blood of the Lamb. It will be abundantly

fufficient for them, that all the tranfgrefhons which

they had committed , shall not be once mentioned unto

them, to their diſadvantage ; that their fins and

tranfgreffions and iniquities thall be remenibered no

more, to their condemnation. This is the plain

meaning ofthe promiſe : and this all the children

of God fhall find true, to their everlaſting comfort.

12. After the righteous are judged, the King will

turn to them upon his left hand, and they ſhall

alſo be judged , every man according to his works.

But not only their qutward works will be brought

into the account, but all the evil words which

they have ever ſpoken ; yea, all the evil deſires,

affections, tempers, whichhave or have had, a place

in their fouls, and all the evil thoughts or deligns

which were ever cheriſhed in their hearts . The

joyful fentence of acquittal will then be pro

nounced upon thoſe on the right hand : the dread

ful ſentence of condemnation upon thoſe on the left:

both of which muſt remain fixt and unmoveable as

the throne of God ,

III. 1. We may, in the third place, conſider a

few of the circumſtances which will follow the

general judgment. And the firſt is the execution

of the ſentence pronounced on the evil and on the

good . Thefe phall go away into eternal punisament,

and the righteous into life eternal. It ſhould be

obſerved, it is the very lame word which is uſod ,

both in the former and latter clauſe : it follows,

that either the puniſhinent laſts for ever, or the

reward too will come to an end . No, never

unleſs God could come to an end, or his mercy,

2

and
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their tongues

and truth could fail. Then frall the righteous thine

forth as the fun, in the kingdom of their father,and

Thall drink of thoſe rivers of pleaſure which are at God's

right hand for evermore. But here all deſcription

falls ſhort ; all human language fails ! Only one

who is caught up into the third heaver , can have a

juſt concepłion of it. But even ſuch a one can

not expreſs what he hath feen : thele things it is

not pofble for man to utter.

The wicked , mean time, ſhall be turned into hell,

even all the people that forget God . They will be

puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence

of the Lord , and from the glory of his power. They

will be cajl into the lake of fire burning with brim

fone, originally prepared for the devil and his

angels ; where they will gnaw for

anguiſh and pain , they will curfe God and look up

ward : there the dogs of hell, pride, malice, re

venge, rage, horror, deſpair, continually devour

them . There they have no reft, day or night, but

the ſmoke of their torment ofcendeth for ever and

For their worm dieth nut, and their fire is not

quenehet.

2. Then the heavens ſhall be fhriveled up as a

parchment ſcroll, and pafs awiy with a great noiſe :

they will flee * from the face of him that fettet i

on the throne, and there will be found no place for

them. The very manner of their paſſing away

is diſcloled to us by the Apoſtle Peter : + In the day

of God, the heavens being on fire, fhall be diſſolved.

The whole beautiful fabric will be overthrown by

that raging element, the connection of all its paris

deſtroyed , and every atom torn alunder from the

others. By the ſame, the I earth alſo and the works

that are therein ſhall be burnd up. The enormous

works of nature , the everlaſting hills, mountains that

I have defied the rage of time , and ſtood unmoved

lo many thouſand years, will firk down in fiery

ruin.. How much leſs will the works of art,

+ 2 Pet . iis . 12 . | Ibid v.10 .

though

ever.

* Rev XX . 11 .
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though of the moſt durable kind, the utmoſt efforts

of human induſtry, tombs, pillars, triumphal arches,

pyramids, be able to withſtand the flaming Con

queror. All, all will die , periſh , vaniſh away, like

a dream when one awaketh !

3. It has indeed been imagined by ſome great

and good men , that as it requires that ſame Almighty

Power, to annihilate things as to create, to ſpeak

into nothing, or out of nothing : ſo no part of, no

atom in the univerſe, will be totally or finally de

ſtroyed . Rather, they ſuppole, that as the laſt

operation of fire, which we have yet been able to

obſerve, is to reduce into glaſs, what by a ſmaller

force it had reduced to aſhes: fo in the day God

hath ordained, the whole earth , if not the material

heavens alſo, will undergo this change, after which

the fire can have no farther power over them.

And they believe this is intimated by that ex.

preſlion in the Revelation made to St. John *, Before

the throne there was a fea of glafs, like unto cryſtal.

We cannot now either affirm or deny this : but

we ſhall know hereafter.

4. If it be enquired by the ſcoffers, the minute

philoſophers, how can theſe things be ? Whence

ſhould come ſuch an immenſe quantity of fire

as would conſume the heavens, and the whole

terraqueous globe ? . We would beg leave, firſt, to

remind them that this difficulty is not peculiar to

the Chriſtian ſyſtem . The ſame opinion almoſt

univerſally obtained among the unbigotted heathens.

So one of thoſe celebrated free-thinkers ſpeaks,

according to the generally received ſentiment ;

Eſſe quoque in fatis reminiſcitur, affore tempus,

Quo mare , quo tellus, correptaque regia cceli

Ardeat, & mundi moles operoſa laboret,

But, ſecondly, it is eaſy to anſwer, even from our

flight and ſuperficial acquaintance with natural

things, that there are abundant magazines of fire

EV
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Chap. iv . 6.

ready
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ready prepared , and treaſured up againſt the day

of the Lord. How ſoon may a comet, commiſ

fioned by him , travel down from the moſt diſtant

parts of the univerſe ? And were it to fix upon the

carth, in its return from the ſun, when it is ſome

thouſand times hotter than a red -hot cannon -ball,

who does not ſee what muſt be the immediate

conſequence ? But, not to aſcend ſo high as the

ethereal heavens, might not the ſame lightning

which give jhine to the world, if commanded by the

Lord of nature, give ruin and utter deſtruction ?

Or, to go no farther than the globe itſelf : who

knows what huge reſervoirs of liquid fire are from

age to age contained in the bowels of the earth ?

Etna, Hecla, Vefuvius, and all the other Volcanos

that belch out flames and coals of fire, what are

they, but ſo many proofs and mouths of thoſe

fiery furnaces ? And at the ſame time fo many

evidences, that God hath in readineſs wherewith

to fulfl his word. Yea, were we to obſerve no

more than the ſurface of the earth , and the things

that ſurround us on every fide, it is moſt certain

( as a thouſand experiments prove, beyond all

poſſibility of denial) that we ourſelves, our whole

bodies are full of fire, as well as every thing round

Is it not eaſy, to make this ethereal fire

viſible even to the naked eye ? And to produce

thereby the very ſame effects on combuſtible

matter, which are produced by culinary fire ?

Needs there then any more, than for God to un

looſe that ſecret chain , whereby this irreſiſtible

agent is now bound down, and lies quieſcent in

every particle of matter ? And how loon would

it tear the univerſal frame in pieces, and involve

all in one common ruin ?

5. There is one circumſtance more which will

follow the judgment, that deſerves our ſerious
conſideration , * We look, fays the Apoſtle, ac

cording to his promiſe, for new heavens and a new

about us.

* Chap . v . 13 .

B
carth,
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earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. The promiſe

ſtands in the propheſy of Ifaiah , Behold I create

new heavens and a new earth . And the former ſhall

not be remembered : ſo great ſhall the glory of the

latter be. Theſe St. John did behold in the viſions

ofGod. I ſaw,* faith he, a new heaven and a new

earth, for the firſt heaven and the firſt earth were

paſſed away. And only righteoufneſs dwelt therein .

Accordingly he adds, † and I heard a great voice

from the third heaven, faying, behold the tabernacle

of God is with men , and he will dwell with them, and

they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf frall be with

them and be their God. Of neceſſity therefore they

will all be happy : God fhall wipe away all tears

from their eyes, and there ſhall be no more death ,

neither forrow ,nor crying ; neither ſhall there be any

inore pain. There ſhall be no more curſe; but they

Shall ſee his face, ſhall have the neareſt acceſs to,

and thence the higheſt reſemblance of him . This

isthe ſtrongeſt expreſſion in the language of fcrip .

ture , to denote the moſt perfect happineſs. And

his name ſhall be on their foreheads. They ſhall be

openly acknowledged as God's own property :

and his glorious nature ſhall moſt viſibly ſhine

forth in them . And there ſhallbe no night there, and

they need no candle, neither the light of the fun :

for the Lord God giveth them light, and they ſhall

reign for ever and ever.

IV. It remains only, to apply the preceding

conſiderations to all who are here before God .

In human courts, it is poſſible fome who are

guilty, may eſcape for want ' of evidence.

But there is no want of evidence in that court.

All men with whom you had the moſt ſecret

intercourſe, who were privy to all your deſigns

and actions are ready before your face. - So are

all the ſpirits of darkneſs, who inſpired evil

deſigns, and aſſiſted in the execution of them . So

are all the angels of God, thoſe eyes of the Lord, that

ta

th

1 Chap. Ixv . 17. * Rev.xx . 1 , v . 3. Šv . 4. c. XX . 3 , 4 .

TU 13
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run to and frö over all the earth, who watchedover

your ſoul, and laboured for your good , ſo far as

you would permit. So is your own conſcience, a

thouſand witneſſes in one, now no more capable

of being either blinded or filenced, but conſtrained

to know and to ſpeak the naked truth , touching all

your thoughts and words and actions. And is

conſcience as a thouſand witneſſes ? yea , but God is

as a thouſand conſciences! O who can ſtand be.

fore the face of the great God, even our Saviour, Jeſus

Chrift !

See, fee ! He cometh ! He maketh the clouds his

chariots ! He rideth upon the wings of the wind !

A devouring fire goeth before him , and after him a

flame burneth ! See, he fitteth upon his throne,

clothed with light as with a garment, arrayed,

with majeſty andhonour! Behold his eyes are

as a flame of fire, his voice as the ſound of many

waters !

How will ye eſcape ? Will ye call to the mouna

tains to fall on you, the rocks to cover you ? Alas,

the mountains themſelves, the rocks, the earth , the

heavens are juſt ready to flee away! Can ye pre

vent the ſentence ? wherewith ? With all the ſub

ſtance of thy houſe, avith thouſands of gold and

filver ? Blind wretch! Thou cameſt naked from thy

mother's womb, and ſhalt go naked into eternity .

Hear the Lord , the Judge ; Canze ye blefed of my

Father ! inherit the kingdom .prepared for you from

ihe foundation of the world. ` Joyful lound ! How

widely different from that voice, which echoes

thro ' the expanſe of heaven, Depart, ye curſed into

everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels !

Andwhois he, that can prevent or retard the full

execution of either ſentence ? Vain hope! Lo,

Hell is moved from beneath , to receive thoſe who

are ripe for deſtruction ! And the everlaſting doors

hit up their heads, tbat the heirs of glory may come

in !

What manner of perſons then ought we to be, ir

all holy converſation and godlinefs ? We know it

cannot
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cannot be long, before the Lord will deſcend with

the voice of the Archangel, and the trumpof God ;

when every one of us ſhall appear before him , and

give aceount of his ownworks. Wherefore beloved

leeing ye lookfortheſe things, ſeeing ye He

will come and will not tarry, be diligent that yemay

befound of hini in peace withoutspot and blameleſs.

Why ſhould ye not ? Why ſhould one of you be

found, on the left hand, at his appearing ? He

willeth not that any fhoutdperish , but that all fhould

come to repentance ; by repentance to faith in

a bleeding Lord ; by faith to ſpotleſs love, to the

full image of God renewed in the heart, and pro ,

ducing all holineſs of converſation . Can you

doubt of this, when you remember, the Judge of

all , is likewiſe the Saviour of all? Hath he not

bought you with his own blood, that ye might not

perish, but have everlaſting life ? O make proofof his

mercy rather than his juftice ! Of his love rather

than the thunder of his power! He is not far from

cuery one of us : and he is now come, not to condemn;

but to ſave the world . He ſtandeth in the midſt !

Sinner, doth he not now even now -knock at the

door of thy heart ? O that thou mayeſtknow, at

leaſt in this thy day, the things that belong unto

thy peace ! O that ye may now give yourſelves to

him who gave himſelf for you, inhumble faith , in

holy, active, patient love so fhalf ye rejoice with

exceedingjoy in his day when he cometh in the

clouds of Heaven .

FINI S.
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I

* 2 SAM , X. 12.

Beof good Courage,"and let us play the Men, for our

People, and or the Cities of our God : Änd the

LORDdo thatwhich feemeth Him good.

Cannot begin my Addreſs to you with more proper

Words than those of a great General, which I have

read.

My preſent Deſign is , to illuſtrate and improve thefe ,

as they lie in Order, which you will find rich in fundry

importantInſtructions, adapted to this Occaſion.

The Words were ſpokenjust before a very threatening

Engagement by Joab, who had long ferved under King

David, as the General of his Forces , and had ſhewn

himſelf an Officer of true Courage . The Ammonites

were preparing to invade his Territories ; on which Da

vid ſent foab with his Army, to repel them . It ſeems

the Army of the Enemy were much more numerous

than David's.

This is true Courage, and ſuch aswe ought all to cheriſh

in the preſent dangerous Conjuncture. This will render

Men vigilant and cautious against Surprizes, prudent and

deliberate in concerting their Meaſures, and ſteady and

refolute in executing them . But without this they will

fall into unſuſpected Dangers,which willArike 'them

with wild Confternation : They will meanly fhun Dangers

that are ſurmountable, or ruſh into thoſe that are evi

dently fatal, and throw away their Lives in vain.

Though Nature be uſually the Origin of this Courage,

yet there are ſundry Things that may improve it, evenin

Minds full ofnaturad Bravery, and animate thoſe who

are naturally ofan effeminate Spirit to behave with For

titude, in the Defence of their Country : I need not

tell
you that it is of great Importance for this End that

you fould be at Peace with God, and your own

A 2 Conſcience,
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Conkripce, and prepared for your future State. Guilt is

natura , timorous, and often ftruck into a Panic even

with imagii ar ; Dangers ; and an Infidel Courage, pro

ceeding from Wantof Thought, or a ſtupid Careleſsneſs

about our Welfare through an immortal Durationbeyond

the Grave, is very unbecoming a Man or a Chriſtian.

The moſt important Periods of enr Exiſtence, my Bre

thre , lie beyond the Grave ; and it is a Matter of much

more Concern to us, what will be our Doom in the

World to come, than what becomes of us in this. We

..se obliged to defend our Country , and that is a fordid

Soul indeed that can defert it at ſuch a Time as this : But

this is notall ; weare alib obliged to take Care of an

immortal Soul ; a Soul that muſt exift, and be happy or

miſerable, through the Revolutions of eternal Ages . This

tould be our firſt Care ; and when this is ſecured, Death,

in its moſt ſhocking Forms, is but a Releaſe from a

World of Sin and Sorrows, and an Introduction into ever

lafting Life and Glory . But how can this be ſecured

Not by a Courſe of impenitent Sinning ; not by a Courſe

of ſtupid Carcleſsneſs : But by vigorous and reſolute Striv

ing; by ſerious and affectionate Thoughtfulneſs aboutour

Condition, and by a conſcientious and earneſt Attendance

upon the Means that God has graciouſly appeinted for

our Recovery. But “ we are Sinners, heinous Sinners

againſt a God of infinite Purity and inexorable Juſtice.”

Yes, we are fo ; and does not the Poſture of Penitents

then become us ? Is not Repentence, deep, broken

hearted Repentance, a Duty ſuitable to Perſons of our

Character ? Undoubtedly it is : And therefore, O my

Countrymen, REPENT: Fall down upon your Knees be

fore the provoked Sovereign ofHeavenand Earth, againſt

whom you have rebelled . Melt in penitential Sorrows at

his Feet ; and He will tell you, Arife, be of good Chear ;

lour Sins are forgivenyou. “ But will Repentance make

« Atonement for our Sins ? Will our Tears waſh away

" their Guilt ? Will our Sorrows merit Forgiveneſs ***

No, my Brethren, after you have done all, you are but

mprofitable Servants : After all your Sorrows, and Prayers,

and Tears, you deſerve to be puniihed as Criminals ::

That would be a forry Government indeed , where Re

pertance,

1
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pentance, perhaps extorted by the ſervile Fear of Parma

ment, would make Atonement for every Offence. But I

bringyou glad Tidings ofgreat Jy; to you is born a Savioli,

a Saviour of no mean Character; He is Chrif the Lord .

And have you never heard that lle has made Reconciliation

for Iniquity ; that HeMujered,tle Juſt for the Unjuff ; that

God is well-pleafed furnis Sake, and declares Himſelf wil.

ling to be reconciled to all that bulieve in Him, and chear

fuily accept Him as their Saviour and Lord . Have you

never heard theſe joyfu. Tidings, O guilty, full-condemned

Sinners ! Sure you have. Tien a vay to jujus, away to

Folos, ye whole Confriences are loalon with Guilt, ye

whole Hearts fail within you at the Thought of Death ,

and the Tribunal of Divine Juilice ; ye who are deſtitute

of all perforal Righteouſneſs to procure your Pardon , and

recommend you to the Diiine Farcar : Fly tQ Jefus on

the Wings of Faith , all of you, of every Age and Cha

racter ; for you all land in the moſt abſolute Need of

Eim ; and without Him you must perih every Soul.cf

you. But alas ! wefind ourſelves with ancilleto repent and

ty to Jeſus : Our Hearts are hard and unbelievir:g, and if

th! Work d -pend upon 145, it coil for ever remain undone.

True, my Brethren , ſo the Caſe is ; but do ye not know

that this guilty Earth is under the Dinillings of Divine

Grace, that Jejus is litrufted wih dhe Influences of the

Spirit, which can work in you bork so will and to do ; ann !

that he is willing to give his Holy Spirit 10 them that alk

Him ? If you know this , you know where to go for

Strength ; therefore cry mightily to God for it. This I

carneſtly recommend to you, that are now about to rike,

your Lives for your Country. Account this the beſt Pre

parative to encounter Danger and Death ; the beſt Incen

tive to true, rational Courage. What can do you 2 laſt

ing Injury, while you have a reconciled God ſmiling

upon you from on high, a peaceful Conſcience animating

you within , and a happy lamortality juſt before you !

Sure you may bid Deiance to Dangers and Death in their

mot thocking Formis.. You have anſwered the End of

this Lite already by preparing for another ; and how can

you depart of this mortal Stage mere honourably, than

in the cauſe of Liberty, of Religion, and your Country ?

A 3 Buti
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But if any of you are perplexed with gloomy Fears about

this important Affair, or conſcious you areentirely unpre

pared for Eternity , what muſt you do ? Muft you ſeek to

prolong your Life, and your Time for Preparation, by

mean or unlawful Ways, by a cowardly Deſertion of the

Cauſe of your Country, and ſhifting for yourlittle Selves ?

Alas ! this would but aggravate your Guilt, and render

your Condition ftill more perplexed and diſcouraging.

FOLLOW THE PATH OF Duty wherever it leads you ;

for it will be always the ſafeſt in the Ifue. Diligently im

prove the Time you have to make your Calling andE

lection fure, and you will find Mercy, and Grace to help in

ſuch a Time oj Need .

It is alſo of great Importance to excite and keep upour

Courage in ſuch an Expedition, that we ſhould befully

kitaisfied we engage in a righteous Cauſe, —andin a Cauſe

of
great

Moment. ThisJoab might have in View in his

heroic Advice to his Brother ; Be of good Courage, fays he,

and let us play the Men, for our People, and for the Cities of

our God : As if he had ſaid, We are engaged in a righteous

Cauſe ; we are not urged on byanunbounded Luft ofPower

or Riches, to encroach upon the Rights and Properties of others,

and diſturb our quiet Neighbours : We act entirely upon the

c'efenfi-ve, repėlunjuft Violence ; we are fighting for our Peo

ple, and for the Cities of ourGod. We are alſo engaged

in a Cauſe of theutmoſt Importance. Wefightfor ourPeo

ple ; and whetEndearments are included in that fignificunt

Word ! Our Liberty, our Eſtates, our Lives ! Ou King,

or Fellow Subjects, our venerable Fa!hers, cur tender Chil

dren , the Wives of our Bofom , our Friends the Sharers of our

Souls, our Poſterity to the lateſt Ages ! Alltheſe lie at Stake ?

But even theſe are not all :We fight for the Cities of our

God. Godhas diſtinguiſhed us with a Religion from Hia

ven ; and hitherto we have enjoyed the quiet end unreſtrained

Exerciſe ofit : He has condeſcended to be a God to our Nation ,

and to honour our Cities with his gracious Preſence, and the

Inſtitutions of his Worſhip, the Means to make us wile, good

and happy : But now theſe moſt invaluable Bleſſings lie at

Stake ; theſe are the Prizes for which we contend ; andmuſt

it not excite allour active Powers to the higheſt Pitch ? Shall

we tamely Jubmit to Idolatry, and religious Tyranny ?No,

GOD
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God forbid : Let us play the Men, fince we take up Arms

for our people, and the Cities of our God .

It is eqi :ily clear, that you are engaged in a Cauſe of

the utmoſt Importance. To protect your Brethren from

the moſt bloody Barbarities to defend the Territories of

the beſt of Kings againft the Oppreffion and Tyranny of

arbitrary Power, to ſecure the ineitiinable Bleſſings of Li

berty, Britiſh Liberty, from the Chains of French Slavery

--to preſerve that , for which you have tweat and toilet,

from falling a Prey to greedy Vultures - to guard your Re

ligion, thepure Religion of Jefus, fireaming uncorrupted

from the ſacred Fountain of the Scriptures ; the moſt ex

cellent, rational and divine Religion that ever was made

known to the Sons of Men ; to guard ſo dear, ſo precious

a Religion, againſt Ignorance, Superitition , Idolatry, Ty

ranny over Conſcience, Malacre , Fire and Sword , and

all the Miſchiefs beyond Expreſion , with which Popery is.

pregnant - to keep from the cruel Hands of Papifts, your

Wives, yourChildren, your Parents, your Friends ----

fecure the Liberties conveyed to you by your brave Fore

fathers, and bought with their Blood , that you may tranf

mit them whole to your Pofterity — theſe are the Bleitungs

you contend for; all theſe will be torn from your cager

Grafp, if this Kingdom fhould become a Province of

France. And Bri.on; ! Chriſtians ! Proteſtants ! if theſe

Names have any Import or Energy, will you not exert

yourſelves in ſuch a Cauſe ? Yes , this View of the Mat

ter muſt fire you into Men. The People of Meroz lay at

Home in Eaſe, while their Brethren were in the Field , de

livering their Country from Slavery. And what was their

Doom ? Curſe ye Meroz, jaid ihe Angel of the LORD,

curſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants thereof, because they came riet

o the Help of the LORD , to the Help of the Lord again

the Mighty. I count myſelf happy that I ſee fo many of

you generouſly engaged in ſuch a Cauſe ; but when I

view it in this Light, I cannot but be concerned that there

are fo few to join you . Where are the Friends of human

Nature ? Where the Lovers of Liberty and Religion ? Now

is the Time for you to come forth , and thewyourſelves.

Nay, where is the Miſer ? Let him ariſe and defend his

Mammon, or he may foon haye Reaſon to cry out witi

Mical
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Micah, They have taken away myGods, and what have I

more ? Where is the tender Soul, on whom the Paſſions

of a Huſband, a Father, or a Son, have a pealliar Ener

gy ? Ariſe, and march away ; you had better be abſent

from thoſe you love for a little while, than ſee them but

chered before your Eyes, or doomed to eternal Poverty

and Slavery. Therefore, as an Advocate for your King,

your Fellow -Subjects, your Country, your Relatives,

your earthly All : I do invite and intreat all of you,
who

have not ſome very fufficient Reaſon againit it, volunta

rily to enliſt, and go out with thoſe brave Souls , who have

fet you ſo noble an Example.

The Conſideration of the Juſtice and Importance of

the Caufe may alſo encourage you to hope, that the

Lord of Holts will eſpouſe it , and render its Guardians

fucceſsful, and return them in Safety. The Event how

ever is in his Hands ; and it is much better there, than if

it were in yours. This Thought is ſuggeſted with beau

tiful Simplicity, in the remaining Part of my Text;

The Lord do that which ſeemeth Him good.

be looked upon in various Views, as,

may be underſtood as the Language of Uncer

tuinty and Modeſty. Let us do all wecan ; but after all,

the Ijue is uncertain ; we know not; as yet, to what Side

GOD will incline the Victory. Such Language as this , my

Erethren , becomes us in all our Undertakings ; it ſounds

Creature-like, and God approves of ſuch felf-diffident

Humility. But to boaſt when we put on our Armour, as

though we were putting it off, and to derive omr high

Hopes from our own Power and goodManagement, with

outany Regard to the Providence of God, this is too

lordly and aſſuming for feeble Mortals ; ſuch Infolence

is generally mortified, and ſuch a haughty Spirit, is the

Fore-runner of a Fal. Therefore, though I do not kn

prehend your Lives will be in any great Danger in your

preſent Expedition ; yet I would not fatter you, my

Brethren, with too high Hopes either of Victory or Safe

ty . I cannot but entertain the pleaſing Proſpect of con

gratulating you,with many of yourFriends, upon your

fucceſsful Expedition, and ſafe Return : And yet it is very

poffible our next Interview may be in that ſtrange un
tried
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tried World beyond the Grave. You are, however, in

the Hands of God, and He will deal with you as it ſeem

eth Him good : And I am perſuaded you would not wiſh it

wereotherwiſe ; you would not now practically retract

the Petition you have fo often offered up, Tly Hill

be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven.

2. This Language ; The LORD do as femeth Him good,

may be looked upon as expreſſive of a firm Perſuaſion

that the Event of War entirely depends upon the Provi

dence of God. As if he had ſaid, Let us do our beſt ;

but after all , let us be ſenſible that the Succeſs does not

depend on us ; that is entirely in the Hands of an all

ruling God . That God governs the World, is a funda

mental Article of natural, aswell asrevealed Religion : It

is no great Exploit of Faith , to believe this : It is but a

fmall Advance beyon 1 Atheiſm , and downright Infidelity.

I know no Country upon Earth, where I thould be put

to the Expence of Argument to prove this. The Hea

thens gave ſtriking Proofs of their Belief of it, by their

Prayers, their Sacrifces, their confulting Oracles, before

they engaged in War ; and by their coſtly Offerings and

ſolemn Thankſgivings, after Victory. And ſhall ſuch a

plain Principle as this, be diſputed in a Chriſtian Land :

No ; we all ſpeculatively believe it ; but that is not

enough ; let our Spirits be deeply impreſſed with it , and our

Lives influenced by it : Let us live in theWorld , as in a

Territory of Jehovah's Empire. Carry this Impreſſion

upon your Hearts wherever you go. Often let ſuch

Thoughts as theſe recur to your Minds, I am the feeble

Creature ofGod ; and bleſſed be his Name, I a'n not calloff

bis Hand as a diſregarded Orphan to frift for myſelf. My

Life is under hisCare; the Succeſs of this Expeditionis at his

Diſpoſal. Therefore, 0 Thou all-ruling God, I implore

thy Protection ; I confide in thy Care ; I chear fully reignmy

felf, and the Event of this Undertaking, to Tsce. Which

leads me to obſerve.

3. That theſe Words, The LORD do what fierreth Him

good, may expreſs a humble Submiſſion to the Diſpoſal of

Providence, ſet the Event turn out as it would . We have

not the Diſpoſal of the Event, nor do we know what will be :

But Jehovah knows, and that is enough. We areſure He
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willdo what is beft, upon the whole ; and it becomes us to ac

quiefce ! Thus, my Friends , do you reſign and ſubmit

yourſelvesto the Ruler of the World in the preſent Enter

prize. He will order Matters as He pleaſes ; 0 ) let

Him do fo by your chearful Conſent. Let Succeſs orDif

appointment, let Life or Death be the Iſſue, ftill ſay,

Good is the Will of the LORD ; let Him do what ſeemeth

Him good : Or if Nature inclines your Deſires to the fa

vourable Side, as no Doubt it will, ſtill keep themwithin

Bounds, ſaying after the Example of Chriſt, Not my Will,

but thine be done. You may wiſh , you may pray, you

may ſtrive, you may hope for a happy Iſſue : But you

muſt ſubmit: Be ftill, and know that Heis God, and will

not ſuffer a Rival in the Government of the World He has

made. Such a Temper will be of unſpeakable Service to

you, and you may hope God will honour it with a re

markable Bleſſing : For Submiſſion to his Will is the

readieſt Way to the Accompliſhment of own.

4. Theſe Words, may intimate, that let the Eventbe

what it will, it will afford us Satisfaction to think, that

we have done the beſt we could . We cannot connmand Suc

< ifs"; but let us do all in our power to obtain it, andwe have

Reaſon to hope that in this way we ſhallnot be diſappointed :

But if it ſhould pleaf Godto render all our Endeavours

vain, Aillwejhallhave the pleaſure to reflect, that we have

not been acceſary to the Ruin of our Country, but have done

all we could for its Deliverance. So you, my Brethren,

are engaged for your King, and Country ; and you have

Encouragement to hope for Succeſs : But the Cauſe you

have eſpouſed, is theCauſe of a ſinful impenitent Coun

try ; and if God, in righteous Diſpleaſure, Tould on

this Account blait your Attempt, ftill you
will have the

Pleaſure of reflecting, that you have done your Part con

ſcientiouſly.

Having thus made fome curſory Remarks upon the

Text, I thall now conclude with an Addreſs to you all .

It concerns you all ſeriouſly to reflect upon your own

Sins, and the Sins of your Land, which -havebrought

all our Calamities upon us. If
you believe that God go

verns the World, if you do not abjure Him from being

the Ruler of your Country, you muſt acknowledge that

all
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all Calamities which can come, are ordered by his Provi.

dence ; There is no Evil in a City or Country, but the Lord

hath done it. And if you believe that He is a righteous

Ruler, you 'muſt alſo believe, that He would not
thus

pu

nih a righteous or a penitent People. We and our Coun

trymen are Sinners, aggravated Sinners : God proclaims

that we are ſuch by his Judgmentsnow upon us, or hang

ing over us. Our Conſciences muſt alſo bear witneſs to the

fame melancholy Truth . O my Country, is not thy

Wickedneſs great, and thine Iniquities infinite ? Where is

there a more ſinful Spot to be found upon our guilty

Globe ? Paſs over the Land, take a Survey of theInha

bitants , inſpect into their Conduct, and what do you ſee !

What do you hear ? You ſee Vicebravingthe Skies, and

bidding Defiance to Heaven and Earth, while Religion is

obliged to retire, to avoid public Contempt. -You ſee

Herds of Drunkards fwilling down their Cups, and

drowning all the Man within them . You hear the Swearer

venting his Fury againft God and Man, trifling with that

Namewhich proſtrate Angels adore, and imprecating that

Damnation, under which the hardieſt Devilin Hell trem

bles and groans. You fee Avarice hoarding up her uſeleſs

Treaſures, diſhoneſt Craft planning her Schemesof un

lawful Gain, and Oppreſſion unmercifully grinding the

Face of the Poor. You fee Prodigality ſquandering her

Stores, Luxury ſpreading her Table, and unmanning her

Gueſts; Vanity laughing aloud, regardleſs ofGod,and

our Country, ofTime and Eternity ; Senſuality wallow

ing in brutal Pleaſures. You ſee Cards more in Uſe than

the Bible, Plays and Romances more read than the Hiſtory

ofthe Bleſſed Jeſus. You ſee trifling and even criminal Di

verſions become a ſerious Bufineſs ; the iſſue of a Horſe

race , or a Cock -fight, more anxiouſly attended to than

the Fate of our Country. Or where theſe groſſer Forms

of Vice and Folly do not ſhock yourSenſes, even there

you often meet with more refined Impiety, which is equally

dangerous. You hear the Converfation of reaſonable

Creatures, of Candidates for Eternity , engroffed by Tri

fles, or vainly waſted on the Affairs of Time: Theſe are

the eternal Subjects of Converſation, even at the Thresh

ald of the Houſe of God, and on the facred Hours de

voted
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voted to his Service. You ſee Swarmsof Prayer- leſs Fa

milies all over our Land: Ignorant vicious Children , un

reſtrained and untaught by thoſe to whom God hath en

truſted their Souls. You ſee the beſt Religion in the

World, abufed , neglected, diſobeyed and diſhonoured by

its Profeſſors : And you hear Infidelity ſcattering her Sul

picions , or openly attacking the Chriſtian Cauſe with pre

tended Argument, with Inſult and Redicule. You fee

Crowds of profeffed Believers, that are practical Atheiſts;

nominal Chriſtians, that are real Heathens ; abandoned

Slaves of Sin,that yet pretend to be the Servants of the

Holy Jefus. You ſee the Ordinances of the Goſpel neg

lected by fome, prophaned by others, and attended upon

by the Generality with a trilling Irreverence, and ſtupid

Unconcernedneſs. Alas! who would think that thoſe

thoughtleſs Aſſemblies we often ſee in our Places of Wora

fhip , are met for ſuch ſolemn Purpoſes as to implore the

Pardon of their Sins from an injured God, and to pre

pare for an awful all-important Eternity ? Alas ! is that

Religion for the Fropagation of which the Son of God

laboured, and bled, and died, for which his Apoftles and

Thouſands of Martyrs hare ſhed their Blood , and on

which our eternal Life depends,is that Religion become

ſuch a Trifle, that Men are hardly ſerious when the " at

tend its moſt folemn Inſtitutions ? What Multitudes lie in

a dead Sleep in Sin all aroundus ? You ſee them eager in

the Purſuit of the Vanities of Time, but ſtupidly uncon

cerned about the important Realities of the eternal World .

Few folicitous what ſhall become of them when all their

Ties with Earth and Fleſh muſt be broken, and they take

their Flight into ſtrange unknown Regions : Few lament

ing their Sins : Few crying for Mercy, and a new Heart :

Few flying to Jefus, or juſtly ſenſible of the Importance

of a Mediator. You may indeed fee fomeDegreeof Ci

vility towards Men, and more than enough of cringing

Complaiſance of Worms to Worms, of Clay to Clay :

But 0 ! how little fincere Homage , how little affectio

nate Veperation for thegreat Lordof Heaven and Earth ?

You may ſee ſome Shadows of Duty to Parents, of Grati

tude to Benefactors, and Obedience to Superiors : But if

God be a father, where is his Honour ? If Hebea Maſter ,

where
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where is bis Fear ? If Hebe our Benefactor, where is our

Gratitude to Him ? You may ſee here and there ſome In

Kances of proud, ſelf-righteous Virtue, fome Appear

ances of Morality : But, o low rare is vital, evanre

licalReligion , and true Chriſtian Morality, animated with

the Love of God , proceeding from a new Heart, and a

Regard to the divine Authority, full of Jefus, full of :

Regard to Him as a Mediator, on whoſe Account alone

our Duties can find Acceptance ? O bleiled Redeemer !"

What little Neceſſity, what little Uſe do the Sinners of

our Country find for 'Thee in their Religion ? How many

Difcourſes are deliver'd , how many Prayers offerd, hov

many good Works are perform’d , in which there is far :

any Thing of Chrift ? How few pant and languiih for The: ,.

bleſſed Jejus ! and can never be content with their Re..

formation, with their Morality , with their good ! Works,

'till they obtain an Intereſt in thyRichteoutreſs, to readir

all acceptable ! You may ſee Childrea ſenſible of these

Dependence on their Parents for their Sublitence ; you my

fee Multitudes ſenſible of their Dependence on Clouds,

and Sun and Earth for Proviſion for Man and Benit : Bir

how few ſenſible of their Dependence upon God, as the .

great Original , the firit Mover of natural Cauſes, and the

various Wheels of the Univerſe. You ſee even the da!!

O.x knows his owner, and the ſtupid tips his 14.1172r's Crib :

Buthow is Jehova a'sGovernment and Agency practically

denied in his own Territories ! How few receive the Blei .

fings of Life as from his Hand, and make Him properRe

turns ofGratitude ? País over the Land , and bring me Inu .

telligence, is not this the general Character of our

Country ? I know there are ſome happy Exceptions : But

is not this the prevailing: Character of a great Majority ?

Does not onePart or other of it belong to the Genera:

lity . And thus, alas ! it has been for a long Time : Osir

Country has finned on fecurely for many Years, and one

Age has improved upon the Vices of another.

a Land always bear up under ſuch a Load of Wickel.

nefs ? Can God always fuffer ſuch a Race of Sinners to

go on unpuniſhed ? May we not fear that our Iniquities

are now juſt full , and that He is about to thunder out to

the Executioners of his Vengeance, Put ye in the. Sickle ;

And can
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full, the Vatsoverflow; for their Wickedneſsis great.

And is there no Relief for a ſinking Country ? Or is it

too late to adminiſter it ? Is Our Wound incurable, that

refuſeth to be healed ? No, bleſſed be God ; if you now

turn every one of you evil Ways, if you

mourn over your Sins, and turn to the Lord with your :

whole Hearts, then your Country will yet recover.
GOD

will appear
for us, and give a proſperous Turn to our Afe

fairs ; He has aſſured us of this in his own Word, At what

Infiant, ſays He, I jhallſpeak concerning a Nation, and cons

cerning a Kingdom , to pluck up, and to pull down, and to de

ſtroy it ; if that Nation, againſt whom I have prostounced

Yurn from their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that Ithought

to do unto them , Jer. xvii. 7 , 8. Therefore, my. Bre: -

thren , as we have all rebelled, let us all join inearneſt

Repentance, and a thorough Reformation. . Not only

your eternal Salvation requires it, but alſo the Prefervar -

tion of your Country, that is now bleeding with the

Wounds you have given it by your Sins... The Safety of

all who are now engaged in the Defign- requires it :: For

an Army of Heroes, .cannot defend a guilty, impenitent

People, ripe for the Judgments of God.. If you would

svould be everlaſtingly happy, and eſcape the Vengeance

of eternal Fire, or (to mention what may perhaps have

more Weight with ſome of you)if you would preſerve

yourſelves , your Familias, your Poſterity, from Poverty,

from Slavery, fgnorance, Idolatry, Torture and Death ;

if you would fave yourſelves and them from all the in

fernal Horrors of Popery, and the favage Tyranny of

French Conquerors ; in ſhort, if you would avoid all that

is terrible, and enjoy every Thing that,is dear and valua

ble, REPENT, and turn to the LORD. This is the only

Cure for our wounded Country ; and if you refufe to ad

minifter it in Time, prepare to perifhin its Ruins. If

you go on impenitent in Sin, you may expect not only to

be damned:for ever, but: (what is more terrible to ſome of

you) to fall into the most extreme outward Diſtreſs. You

will have Reaſon to fear , not only the Loſs of Heaven ,

which fome of you perhaps think littleof, but the Loſs of

all, that lies ſo near your Hearts. And will you not re

pent ,

01



( 15 )

*

!

pent," when you are preſſed to it from fo many Quarters at

once ? .

I havebúta. few parting Words - to offer to you on this

folemn Occaſion.

My laſt Advice is, -Labour to conduct this Expedition

in a religiousManner. Methinks this ſhould not ſeem '

ſtrange Counſel to Creatures, entirely dependent upon

God , and at his Diſpoſal. Let Prayer to the God of

your Life be your daily Exerciſe. When Retirement is

fafc, pour outyour Hearts to Him in ſecret; and when it

is practicable, join in Prayer together Morning and Even

ing in yourCamp. How acceptable to Heaven muft ſuch

an unuſual Offering,be ! Maintain a Senſe of Divine Provi .

denceuponyourHearts, and refign yourſelves and all

your Affairs into the Hands of God.You are engaged

in a good Cauſe, the Cauſe of your People, and the Ci..

ties of your God; and therefore you may themore boldly

commit it to Him, and pray and hope for his Bleffing.

And now , my dear Friends, and the Friends of your

neglected Country, In the Name of the Lord lift up your

Banners : Be of good Courage, and play the Men , for the

People and the Cities of yourGod ; and the LORD do what

ſeemseth Him good . May the Lord of Horts, the God of

the Armies of Iſrael, go forth along with you! May He

teach
your Hands to War, and gird you with Strength to

Battle ! May He bleſs you with a ſafe Return, and long ,

Life, or a glorious Death, and a happy Immortality !

May He guard and fupport your anxious Families and

Friends atHome, and return you victorious to their long

ing Arms ! Mayall the Bleffings your Hearts can with at...

tend you wherever you go! Theſe are Wiſhes and Prayers

my
and Thouſands concur in them : And we

cannot but chearfully hope they will be granted, through .

Heſus Chrift. Amen.
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QUESTION,
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Τ Η Ε

QUESTION, & c.

-T

O ſay, “ This man is an Arminian,”

has the ſame effect on many Hearers,

as to ſay, “ This is a mad dog . " It '

puts them into a fright at'once : They run away

from him with all ſpeed and diligence : And will

hardly ſtop, unleſs it be to throw a ſtone at the

dreadful, miſchievous Animal .

2. The more unintelligible the word is , the

better it anſwers the purpoſe. Thoſe on whom

it is fixt, know not what to do : Not under

ftanding what it means, they cannot tell, what

defence to make, or how to clear themſelves

from the charge. And it is not eaſy to remove

the Prejudice, which others have imbibed , who

know no more of it, than that it is ſomething

very bad,” if not “all that is bad ! ”

3. To clear the meaning therefore of this am

tiguous term, may be of uſe to many : To thoſe

whoA 2
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who fo freely pin this name upon others , that

they may not ſay what they do not underſtand :

To thoſe that hear them , that they may be no

Jonger abuſed by men ſaying they know not

what : And to thoſe upon whom the name is

fixt, that they may know how to anſwer for

themſelves.

4. It may be neceſſary to obſerve, firſt, that

many confound Arminians with Arians. But this

is entirely a different thing : the one has no

refemblance to the other. An Arian is one who

denies the Godhead of CHRIST : We ſcarce

need ſay, the fupreme, eternal Godhead ; be

cauſe there can be no God but the ſupreme, eter

nal God , unleſs we will make two Gods, a

great God and a little one. Now none have

ever more firmly believed, or more ſtrongly af

ſerted the Godhead of CHRIST , than many of

the ( ſo called ) Arminians have done ; yea and do

at this day . Arminianiſm therefore (whatever it

be) is totally different from Arianiſm .

5. The riſe of the word was this , JamesHarmens,

in Latin , Jacobus Arminius, was firſt one of the

Miniſters of Amſterdam , and afterwards Profeffor

of Divinity at Leyden. He was educated at Ge

neva ; but in the year 1591 began to doubt of

the principles which he had till then received ,

And being more and more convinced that they

were wrong, when he was veſted with the Proy

feſſorſhip
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fefforſhip , he publickly taught what he believed

the truth , till in the year 1609 he died in peace .

But a few years after his Death , ſome zealous

men , with the Prince of Orange at their head ,

furiouſly aſſaulted all that held what were called

his Opinions, and having procured them to be

folemnly condemned, in the famous Synod of

Dort ( not ſo nuinerous or learned , but full as im

partial as the Council or Synod of Trent) fome

were put to death , ſome baniſhed, ſome impri

ſoned for life, all turned out of their Employ

menis, and made incapable of holding any Office

either in Church or State,

6. The Errors charged upon theſe (ufually

termed Arminians) by their Opponents are , Five,

1. That they deny Original Sin. . 2. That they

deny Yuſtification by Faith. 3. That they deny

Abſolute Predeſtination. 4. That they deny the

Grace ofGod to be irreſiſtible; and 5. That they

affirm , a Believer may fall from Grace.

With regard to the two firſt of theſe Charges,

they plead Not guilty . They are entirely falle .

No man that ever lived , not John Calvin himſelf,

ever aſſerted either Original Sin or Juftification

by Faith , in more ſtrong, more clear and expreſs

terms, than Arminius has done. Theſe two

points therefore are to be ſet out of the queſtion :

In theſe both parties agree. In this reſpect there

is not an hair's breadth difference between Mr

Weſley and Mr Whitefield.

7. But
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7. But there is an undeniable difference be

tween the Calviniſts and Arminians, with regard

to the three other Queſtions. Here they divide :

The former believe Abſolute, the latter only Cun .

ditional Predeſtination. The Calviniſts hold , 1 .

God has abſolutely decreed , from all eternity,

to ſave ſuch and ſuch perſons, and no others , and

that Christ died for there , and none elſe . The

Arminians hold , God has decreed from all eter

nity, touching all that have the written word , He

that believeth, Mall be ſaved : He that believeth not,

fhall be condemned : And in order to this , Chriſt

diedfor all, all that were dead in treſpalles andfins :

that is , for every child of Adam , ſince in Adam all

died .

8. The Calviniſts hold , Secondly, That the

faving Grace of God is abſolutely irreſiſtible :

That no man is any more able to reſiſt it, than

to reſiſt the ſtroke of Lightning . The Arminians

hold , that although there may be ſome moments

wherein the Grace of God acts irreſiſtibly , yet

in general any man may refift, and that to his

eternal ruin , the Grace whereby it was the will

of God, he ſhould have been eternally ſaved .

9. The Calviniſts hold , Thirdly , That a true

Believer in CHRIST, .cannot poſſibly fall from

Grace. The Arminians hold , that a true Belie

ver may make ſhipwreck of faith and a good con

ſcience : That he may fall, not only foully, but

finally , ſo as to periſh for ever .

10. Indeed
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10. Indeed the two latter points, Irreſiſtible

Grace and Infallible Perſeverance, ' are the natural

Conſequence of the former, of the unconditional

Decree. For if God has eternally and abſolute

ly decreed to ſave ſuch and ſuch perſons, it fol

lows , both that they cannot refift his faving

Grace, ( elſe they might miſs of ſalvation ) and

that they cannot finally fall from that Grace

which they cannot reſiſt . So that in effect, the

three Queſtions come into one, “ Is Predeſtina

tion Abfolute or Conditional ? " The Armi

nians believe, it is Conditional : the Calvinifts,

that it is Abſolute .

11. Away then with all ambiguity ! Away

with all expreſſions which only puzzle the cauſe.

Let honeſt men ſpeak out, and not play with

hard words, which they do not underſtand. And

how can any man know what Arminius held,

who has never read one page of his Writings ?

Let no man bawl againſt Arminians, till he knows

what the term means. And then he will know

that Arminians and Calviniſts are juſt upon a

level . And Arminians have as much right to be

angry at Calviniſts, as Calviniſts have to be an

gry at Arminians. John Calvin was a pious,

learned , ſenſible man : And ſo was James Har

mens. Many Calviniſts are pious, learned , ſen

ſible men : And ſo are many Arminians. Only

the former hold Abſolute Predeſtination , the lat

ter , Conditional.

12. One



[ 8 ]

12. One word more. Is it not the duty of

every Arminian Preacher, firſt, never in public

or in private, to uſe the word Calviniſt as a term

of reproach ; feeing it is neither better nor worſe

than calling Names ? A practice no more con

fiftent with good Senſe, or good Manners, than

it is with Chriſtianity. Secondly, To do all

that in him lies, to prevent his Hearers from

doing it , by ſhewing them the Sin and Folly of

it ? And is it not equally the Duty of every Cal

vinift Preacher, Firft, never in public or in pri

vate, in Preaching or in Converſation , to uſe

the word Arminian as a term ofreproach ? Se

condly, to do all that in him lies to prevent his

hearers from doing it, by ſhewing them the Sin

and Folly thereof ? And that the more earneſtly

and diligently, if they have been accuſtomed ſo

to do ? Perhaps encouraged therein by his own

Example !

FI N. 1 S.
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