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1

А

DISCOURSE, &c.
,

2 COR . V. 17 .

If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea

ture.

1

S there then Sin, in him that is in CHRIST ?

Doès Sin'remain in one that believes in him ?

' Is there any Sin in them that are born of

God, or are they wholly delivered from

it ? Let no one imagine this to be a Queſtion of

mere Curioſity : Or that it is of little Importance

whether it be determined one way or the other.

| Rather it is a Point of the utmoſt Moment, to

every ſerious Chriftian : the reſolving of which

very nearly concerns both his preſent and eternal

Happineſs.

2. And yet I do not know, that ever it was

controverted in the Primitive Church . Indeed

thereA 2
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there was no Room for diſputing concerning it, as

all Chriftians were agreed . And ſo far as I have

ever obſerved , the whole Body of antient Chriſtians,

who have left us any thing in writing, declare with

one Voice, That even Believers in CHRIST , till

they are Prong in the Lordand in the power of his Might,

have need to wrefile with Fleſh and Blood, with an evil

Nature, as well as with Principalities and Powers,

3. And herein our own Church , (as indeed in

moſt Points ) exactly Copies after the Primitive , de

claring ( in her Ninth Article) “ Original Sin is

the Corruption of the Nature of every Man, whereby

Man is in his own Nature inclined to Evil , ſo that

the Fleſh lufteth contrary to the Spirit . And

this Infection of Nature doth remain, yea, in them

that are regenerated ; whereby the Luft of the Fleſh

called in Greek opo-voipeat oapro's, is not ſubject to the

Law of God . And altho' there is no Condemna .

tion for them that believe, yet this Luft hath of it.

ſelf the Nature of Sin :" ,

4. The fame Teſtimony is given by all other

Churches ' : Not only by the Greek and Romißh

Church, but by every reformed Church in Europe, of

whatever Denomination , Indeed ſome of theſe

ſeem to carry the Thing too far : So deſcribing

the Corruption of Heart in a Believer, as fcarce

to allow that he has Dominion over it, but rather

is in bondage thereto . And by this Means ther

leave hardly any Diſtinction , between a Believer and

an Unbeliever.

5. To avoid this Extreme, many well -meaning

Men, particularly thoſe under the Direciion of the

late
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late Count Zinzendorf, ran into another ; affirming,

That “ all true Believers, are not only ſaved from

the Dominion of Sin, but from the Being of inward

as well as outward Sin, ſo that it no longer ree

mains in them. And from them, about twenty

Years ago, many of our Countrymen imbibed the

ſame Opinion, That 'even the Corruption of Na.

ture is no more, in thoſe who believe in CHRIST.

6. It is true, that when the Germans were preſſed

upon this Head, they ſoon allowed, (many of

them at leaſt) That “ Sin did ſtill remain in the

Flejh , but not in the Heart of a Believer .” And after

a Time, when the Abſurdity of this was fhewn,

they fairly gave up the Point : Allowing , That

Sin did ſtill remain , though not reign in him that is

born of God .

7. But the Engliſh, who had received it from them .

( ſome directly, fome at ſecond or third Hand) were

not ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to part with a fa

vourite Opinion. And even when the generality of

them were convinced, it was utterly indefenfi

ble , a few could not be perſuaded to give it up , but

maintain it to this Day .

II . 1. For the Sake of theſe ,who really fear God ,

and deſire to know the Truth as it is in Jeſus, it

may not be amiſs, to conſider the Point with Calm

neſs and Impartiality . In doing this , I uſe indif

ferently the Words Regenerate, Juftified or Believers :

Since tho they have not preciſely the ſame Mean

ing , ( the firſt implying an inward , actual Change,

the ſecond a relative one, and the third , the Means..

whereby both the one and the other are wrought :)

YetA 3.
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Yet they come to one and the fame thing ; as

every one that believes is both juftified and bors of

GOD

1

1

2. By Sin I here underſtand Inward Sin : any

finful. Temper, Pallion or Affection : Such as

Pride, Self-will, Love of the World, in any kind

or Degree : Such as Luft, Anger, Peevithneſs ;

any Difpofition , contrary to the Mind which was

in CHRIST .

3. The Queſtion is not, concerning Outward Sin :

Whether a Child of God commits Sin or no ? We all

agree and earneſtly maintain , He that committerb Sin is

of the Devil. We agree, Whoſoever is born of GOD

doth not commit Sin . Neither do we now enquire

whether inward Sin will always remain in the Chil

dren of God ? Whether Sin will continue in the

Soul, as long as it continues in the Body ? Nor yet

do we enquire, whether a juſtified Perſon , máy

relapſe either into inward or outward Sin ? But fim

ply this, Is a juſtified or regenerate Man freed from

all Sin, as ſoon as he is juſtified ? Is there then no Sin

in his Heart ? Nor ever after, unleſs he fall from

Grace

4. We allow , that the State of a juſtified Perſon

is inexpreffibly great and glorious. He is torn again

riot of Blood, nor ofthe Fleb, nor of the Will of Man , but

of GOD . He is a Child ofGod, a Member of

CHRIST , an Heir of the Kingdom of Heaven . The

Peace of GOD which pafeth all Underſtandin ',

keeperb his Heart and Mind in Chrif Jejus, His very

Body is a Temple of the Holy Ghoft, and an Halita

tion ofCOD throrgb ibe Spiri . He is created anew in

Cbrift
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Cbrift Jefus : He is waſhed, he is fan&tified. Hie

Heart is purified by Faith ; he is cleanſed from the Cor .

ruption that is in the World. The Love ofGOD isfoed

abroad in his Heart by the Holy Ghoff which is given

unto him. And ſo long as he walketh in Love (which

he may always do ) he worſhips GOD in Spirit andin

Iruth . Hekeeperb tbe Commandments ofGOD, and dotb

thoſe Things, that are pleaſing in bis Sight : So exerciſing

bimſelf as to bave a Conſcience void ofOffence, toward God

and toward Man. And he has Power both over

outward and inward Sin , even from the Moment

he is juſtified .

III. 1. But was he not then freed from all Sin, ſo

that there is no Sin in his Heart ? I cannot ſay this :

I cannot believe it : becauſe St. Paul ſays the con

trary . He is ſpeaking to Believers, and deſcribing

the State of Believers in general, when he ſays, Ibe

Fleſh lufeth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the

Fleſh : theſe are contrary the one the other. Gal. v. 17.

Nothing can bemore expreſs. The Apoſtle here

directly affirms, That the Fleſh , evil Nature, op

pofesshe Spirit, even in Believers ; That even in

the Regenerate, there are Two Principles, contrary

the one to tbe orber.

• 2. Again. When he writes to the Believers at ,

Corinth , to thoſe who werefan &tified in Cbrif Jefus,

1 Cor. i . 2. he ſays, I, Brethren, could not ſpeak unto

you as unto ſpiritwal, but as unto carnal, as unto Babes

in Chrifre are yet carnal : for whereas Ibere is among

you Envying and Strife, are ge not carnal ? ch . iii.

ver. 1 3. Now here the Apofle ſpeaks unto thoſe who

were unquctionably Believers, whom in the fame

Breath



Breath he Ailes his Brethren in CHRIST, as being ſtill

in a Meaſure carnal. He affirms, there was envying

(an evil Temper) occafioning Strife among them , and

yet does not give the leaſt Intimation, that they had ,

loſt their Faith . Nay, he manifeſtly declares,

They had not ; for then they would not have been

Babes in Ciriſ . And (what is moſt remarkable of.

all) he ſpeaks of being carnal and Babes in Chrift,

one and the fame Thing : Plainly fhewing

that every Believer is (in a Degree) carnal, while he

is only a Babe in Chrift.

as

3. Indeed this grand Point, That there are two

contrary Principles in Believers , Nature and Grace,

the Fleſh and the Spirit, runs through all the E

piſtles of St. Paul, yea, through all the Holy

Scriptures : Almoſt all the Directions and Exhor.

tations therein , are founded on this Suppoſition :

Pointing at wrong Tempers or Practices in thoſe,

who are notwithſtanding acknowledged by the in

ſpired Writers to be Believers. And they are

continually exhorted to fight with and conquer

theſe, by the Power of the Faith which was in

them .

4. And who can doubt, but there was Faith in

the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, when our

Lord ſaid to him , I know tby Works, and by La

bour, and thy Patience. Thou haft Patience, and for

my Name's- Sake haft laboured and baft not fainted ,

But was there meantime no Sin

in his Heart ? Yea, or CHRIST would not have

added, Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat againſt thee, be

cauſe thou haſt left thy firft Love. This was a real.

Sin which God ſaw in his Heart (of which accord

ingly

Rev. ii . 2 , 3 , 4 .
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ingly he is exhorted to repent.) And yet we have

no Authority to ſay, that even then he had no

Faith .

5. Nay, the Angel of the Church at Pergamos

alſo, is exhorted to repent, which implies Sin , tho'

our LORD exprefly ſays, Tbiu ball not deniedmy Faith ,

Ver . 13 , 16. And to the Angel of the Church in Sardis,

he ſays, Strengthen the Things which remain that are

ready to die. The Good which remained was ready

to die ; but was not actually dead, Chap . iii. 2 . So

there was ſtill a Spark of Faith even in Him ;

which he is accordingly commanded to bold fafi.

Ver. 3 .

6. Once more . When the Apoftle exhorts Be

lievers, to cleanſe themſelves from alt Filthineſs of

Flelh and Spirit, ( 2 Cor. viii. 1. ) he plainly teaches,

That thoſe Believers were not yet cleanſed there .

from . Will you anſwer, “ He that abfisins from

all Appearance of Evil, does iplo fatto cleanſe him

ſelf from all Filthineſs.” Not in any
wiſe. For

Inſtance : A Man reviles me . I feel Reſentment,

which is Filtbineſs of Spirit. Yet I ſay not a Wordi

Here I'abftain from all Appearance of Evil. But this

does not cleanfe me from that Filthineſs of Spirit,

as I experience to my Sorrow .

7. And as this Pofition , There is no Sin in a

Believer, no carnal Mind, no Bent to Back - Niding,

is thus contrary to the Word of God , ſo it is to

the Experience of his.Children . Thefe continually

feel an Heart bent to back -ſliding, a natural Ten

deney to Evil ; a Pronenefs to depart from GOD,

and



[ 10 ]

and cleave to the Things of Earth . They are daily

fenfible of Sin remaining in their Heart, Pride, Self

will, Unbelief : And of Sin cleaving to all they

ſpeak and do, even their beſt Actions, and holieft

Duties. Yet at the fame Time they know that they

are of GOD , they cannot doubt of it for a Mo.

ment . They feel bis Spirit clearly witnelling with

ibeir Spirit, that they are the Children of GOD . They

rejoice in GOD through Chriſt Jeſus, by whom they

bave now received the Atonement. So that they are

equally aſſured, that Sin is in them , and that Chrift

is in them the Hope of Glory.

8. " But can CHRIST be in the fame Heart where

Sin is ?” Undoubtedly he can . Otherwiſe it never

could be ſaved therefrom . Where the Sickneſs is,

there is the Phyfician ,

Carrying on his Work within,

Striving till he caſt out Sin .

CHRIST indeed cannot reign , where Sin reigns : :

neither will he dwell where any Sin is allowed . But

he is and dwells in the Heart of every Believer,

who is fighting againſt all Sin ; although it be not

yet purified, according to the Purification of the Sans

fuary .

9. It has been obſerved before , that the oppo

ſite Doctrine, " That there is no Sin in Believ

ers , " is quite New in the Church of CHRIST : That

it was never heard of for ſeventeen hundred Years,

never till it was diſcovered by Count Zinzendorf. I

do not remember to have ſeen the leaſt Intimation

of
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of it, either in any Antient or Modern Writer :

Unleſs perhaps in ſome of the wild , ranting Anti

nomians. And theſe likewiſe ſay and unſay, ac

knowledging, there is Sin in their Flek , although

no Sin in tbeir Heart . But whatever Doctrine is

wew must be wrong : For the Old Religion is the only

true one. And no Doctrine can be right, un

leſs it is the very fame wbich was from ihe Begin .

ning

3

10. One Argument more againſt this New, un

ſcriptural Doctrine, may be drawn from the dread

ful Conſequences of it. . One ſays, " I felt An

ger To-day.” Muft I reply, Then you have no

Faith ? Another ſays, “ I know whatyou adviſe

is Good. But my Will is quite averſe to it.” Muſt

I tell him , “ Then you are an Unbeliever, under the

Wrath and the Curſe of God ? What will be the

natural Conſequence of this ? Why, if he believe

what I ſay, his Soul will not only be grieved and

wounded , but perhaps utterly deſtroy'd : Inaf

much as he will call away that Confidence, which bath

great Recompence of Reward . And having caft away his

Shield, how ſhall he quench the fiery Darts of the

Wicked One ? How ſhall he overcome the World ?

Seeing this is the Victory that overcometh the World ,

Guen our Faith . He ſtands diſarmed in the midſt of his

Enemies, open to all their Affaults. What Wonder

then if he be utterly overthrown ; if they take

him captive at their Will ? Yea, if he fall from

one Wickedneſs to another, and never ſee Good

any more ?
- I cannot therefore by any Means

receive this Affertion , That there is no Sin in a

Believer from the Moment he is juſtified ; firſt, Be

cauſe it is contrary to the whole Tenor of Scrip

ture ; fecondly , becauſe it is contrary to the Ex

perience
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perience of the Children of God . Thirdly , Be

cauſe it is abſolutely New, never heard of in the

World till Yeſterday ; and laſtly, becauſe it is na.

turally attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences ;

not only grieving thoſe whom God had not griev .

ed, but perhaps dragging them into everlaſting Per

dition.

IV . 1. However, let us give a fair Hearing to

the chief Arguments, of thoſe who endeavour to

ſupport it. And it is , firſt, from Scripture they

attempt to prove, that there is no Sin in a Be

liever . They argue thus . “ The Scripture ſays,

Every Believer is born of GOD, is clean, is holy, is

Sanétified ; is pure in Heart, has a new Heart, is a

Temple of the Holy Ghost. Now, as that which

is born of the Fleſh is Flejh , is altogether Evil , ſo that

which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit, is altogether

Good. Again ; a Man cannot be clean , ſanctified,

holy , and at the fame Time unclean , unfanctified ,

anholy. He cannot be pure and impure, or have a

- new and an old Heart together. Neither can his

Soul be unholy, while it is a Temple of the

HOLY GHOST. "

I have put this Objection as ftrong as poſſible,

that its full Weight may appear. Let us now

examine it, Part by Part. And 1 .
66 That which is

born of the Spirit, is Spirit, is altogether. Good . " I

allow the Text, but not the Comment. For the

Text affirms this, and no more, That every Man

who is born of the Spirit, is a ſpiritual Man. He is

fo . But ſo he may be, and yet not be alto

gether Spiritual. The Chriſtians at Corinth were

Spiritual Men . Elſe they had been no Chrift .

ian
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" But

2 .

Ye are

ians at all . And yet they were not altogether

ſpiritual. They were ſtill (in Part) carnal.

they were fallen from Grace." St. Paul ſays,

No. They were even then Babes in Christ .

But a Man cannot be clean, fan&tified, boly, and at

the fame Time unclean, unjan Elified , unboly.” In

deed he may. So the Corinthians were.

waſhed, ſays the Apoſtle, ye are fan tified : namely

cleanſed from Fornication , Idolatry, Drunkenneſs, and

all other outward Sin, ( 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. ) And

yet at the fame Time, in another Senſe of the

Word, they were unfančtified ': they were not waſhed,

not inwardly cleanſed from Envy, Evil -ſurmiſing ,

Partiality But ſure they had not a

Heart, and an old Heart together.” It is moſt

fure, they had . For at that very Time, their

Hearts were truly, yet not entirely renewed . Their

carnal Mind was nailed to the Croſs.

not wholly deſtroyed. " But could they be un

boly,while they were Temples of the Holy Ghoſt ? " Yes,

That they were Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, is certain.

i Cor. vi . 19. ) And it is equally certain, they

were, in fome Degree, carnal, that is, unboly.

new

Yet it was

2 . " However, there is one Scripture more,

which will put the Matter out of Queſtion, If any

Man be (a Believer) in Cbrift, he is a new Creature .

Old Things are pajt away : bebola all Things are become

new , 2 Cor. v . 17. . Now , certainly a Man cannot

be a new Creature and an old Creature at once . ” Yes,

. He may be partly renewed, which was the

very Caſe with thoſe at Corinth . They were doubts

leſs renewed in the Spirit of their Mind, or they could

not have been ſo much as Babes in Chrift. Yet they

had not the whole Mind which was in Chrift, for

B they

he may
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new ."

they envied one another. « Butit is ſaid expreſly,

Old Things are past away : all Things are become

But we muſt not ſo interpret the Apoſtle's

Words, as to make him contradict himſelf. And if

we will make him confiftent with himſelf, the plain

Meaning of the Words is this . His old Judgment

(concerning Juſtification, Holineſs, Happineſs, in

deed concerning the Things of God in general) is

.now paft away . So are his old Defires, Deſigns, Af

fe &tions, Tempers and Converſation. All theſe are un

deniably become new , greatly changed from what

they were . And yet, though they are new , they are

not wholly new . Still he feels , to his Sorrow and

Shame, Remains of the Old Man ,' too manifeft

Taints of his former Tempers and Affections, a

Law in his Members, which frequently fights a

gainſt that Law of his Mind : though it cannot

gain any Advantage over him , as long as he watches

unto Prayer.

€ If

3. This whole Argument, “ If he is clean, he

is clean ,” “ if he is holy, he is holy : ” (and

twenty more Expreßions of the fame Kind, may

caſily be heaped together) is really no better than

playing upon Words : it is the Fallacy of arguing

from a Particular to a General; of inferring a Ge

neral Concluſion, from particular Premiſſes . Pro .

poſe the Sentence entire, and it runs thus :

he is holy at all, he is holy altogetber.” That does

not follow : every Babe in CHRIST is -holy, and

yet not altogether ſo . He is ſaved from Sin ; yet

not intirely : it remains, though it does not reign .

If you think it does not remain (in Babes at least ,

whatever be the caſe with young Men, or Fathers )

you certainly have not conſidered the Height and

Depth and Length and Breadth of the Law of

GOD ;
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Gon ; (even the Law of Love, laid down by St.

Paul in the thirteenth of Corinthians) and that every

avouíd, Diſconformity to , or Deviation from

this Law, is Sin . Now, is there noDiſconformity

to this in the Heart or Life of a Believer ? What

may be in an adult Chriſtian is another Queſtion.

But what a Stranger muſt he be to Human Na.

ture, who can poflibly imagine, that this is the Caſe

with
every Babe in Christ ?

4, “ But Believers walk after the Spirit . * Rom.

viii . x , and the Spirit of God dwells in them. Con

ſequently they are delivered from the Guilt, the

Power, or in ore Word , the Being of Sin .”

Theſe are coupled together, as if they were the

fame Thing. But they are not the ſame Thing.

The Guilt is one Thing, the Power another, and

the Being yet another. That Believers are delivered

from the Guilt and Power of Sin we allow
; that

they are delivered from the Being of it we deny.

Nor does it in any wiſe follow from theſe Texts. A

man may have the Spirit of God dwelling in him ,

and may walk after the Spirit, tho' he ſtill feels the

Fleſh lufting againſt the Spirit.

5 . “ But the Church is the Body of Chrif , Col. i .

24. This implies, That its Members are warhed

from all Filthineſs . Otherwiſe it will follow , that

What follows for ſome Pages is an Anſwer to a Paper &

Publiſhed in the Chriftian's Magazine, P. 597-582. I am ſure

prized Mr. Dodd, Mould give ſuch a Paper a Place in his Magáé

zine, which is directly contrary to our Ninth Article.

CHRIST,
į
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CHRIST and Belial are incorporated with each o

ther.”

Nay, It will not follow from hence, “ Thoſe who

are the myſtical Body of CHRIST, ſtill feel the

Fleſh lufting againſt the Spirit,” that Christ has

any Fellowſhip with the Devil, or with that Sin

which he enables them to reſiſt and overcome.

6. “ But are not Chriſtians come to the heavenly

Jeruſalem ,where netbing defiled can enter ? " Heb. xii.

22. Yes ; and to an innumerable Company of Angels,

And to the Spirits of juf Men made perfekt ; that is, "

Earth and Heaven all agree ;

All his One great Family.

And they are likewiſe holy and undefiled, while

they walk after the Spirit: although ſenſible, there

is another Principle in them , and that theſe are con

trary to each other.

7 : « But Chriſtians are reconciled to GOD. Now

this could not be, if any of the carnal Mind re

mained : for this is Enmity againſt God.. Conſe

quently, no Reconciliation can be effected, but by

its total Deſtruction ."

We are reconciled to GOD thro' the Blood of

the Croſs. And in that Moment, the oórn.co

dagrids, the Corruption of Nature, which is Enmity

with GOD; is put under our Feet. The Fleſh hasú no

more Dominion over us . But it ſtill exifts : And it is

ftill in its Nature Enmity with God, luiting against

his Spirit.

8 . 6 Bu
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8. ~ But they that are Cbrif's have crucified the

Fleſh, with its Affe &tions and Lufts. " Gal. y. 24. They

have fo : Yet it remains in them ftill, and often

Struggles to break from the Croſs. • Nay, but

they have put off the old Man with bis Deeds.” Col. iii.

9. They have : and in the Senſe above deſcribed ,

old Tbings are paſſed away ; all Things are become new ,

An hundred Texts may be cited to the ſame Effect.

And they will all admit of the fame Anſwer

“ But, to ſay all in one Word , Chrift gave himſelf

for the Church, that it might be holy and without

blemiß . " Epb. v. 25 , 27. And ſo it will be in the

End : but it never was yet, from the Beginning to

this Day .

9, “ But let Experience fpeak . All who are jufti.

fied do at that Time find an abſolute Freedom from .

all Sin .” That I doubt : But if they do, do they

find it ever after ? Elſe you gain nothing. “ If.

they do not, it is their own Fault.” That remains

to be proved .

10. “ But , in the very Nature of Things, Can a :

Man have Pride in him, and not be proud ? Anger,

and yet not be angry ? "

A Man may have Pride in him; may think of him .

felf in fome Particulars above what he ought to think ,

(and ſo be proud in that particular) and yet not be

a proud Man, in his general Character. Hemay

haveBi 3
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« But

bave Anger in him, yea and a ſtrong Propenfity to

furious Anger, without giving Way to it.

can Anger and Pride be in that Heart, where only

Meekneſs and - Humility are felt ?" No : Butſome

Pride and Anger may be in that Heart, where there

is much Humility and Meekneſs.

“ . It avails not to ſay, Theſe Tempers are there,

but they do not reign. · For Sin.cannot, in any Kind

or Degree, exiſt where it does not reign. For Guilt

and Power are effential Properties of Sin . There

fore where one of them is, all muſt be."

Strange indeed ! “ Sin cannot in any
Kind or De

gree, exiſt where it does not reign ? " Abſolutely

contrary this to all Experience, all Scripture , all

Common Senſe. Refentment of an Affront is Sin.

It is a vouía , Diſconformity to the Law of Love,

This has exiſted in me a thouſand times . Yet it did

not,and does notreign ." But Guilt and Power are eſſen

tial Properties of Sin :: Therefore where one is , all

muſt be. ” No. In the Inſtance before us, if the

Reſentment I feel is not yielded to, even for a Mo

ment, there is no Guilt at all , no Condemnation

from God upon that Account. And in this Caſe,

it has no Power : though it luftetb againſt the Spirit it

cannot prevail. Here therefore, as in ten thouſand

Inſtances, there is Sin , without either Guilt or

Power .

Il. But ,
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11. “ But the ſuppoſing. Sin in a Believer is

pregnant with every Thing frightful and diſcou

raging. It implies the contending with a Power,

that has the Poffeffion of our Strength, maintain's

his Uſurpation of our Hearts, and there Proſecutes

the War in Defiance of our Redeemer." Not fo.

The fuppofing Sin is in us , does not imply, that is

has the Poſſeſſion of our Strength : No more than a

Man crucified has the Poffeffion of thoſe that cru

cify him . As little does it imply, That Sin “ main .

tains its Uſurpation of our Hearts.” The Uſurpet

is dethroned . He remains indeed where he once

reigned ; but remains in Chains. So that he does,

in fome Senfe “ proſecute the War,” yet he grows

weaker and weaker : While the Believer goes on

from Strength to Strength , conquering and to

conquer:

12. “ I am not ſatisfied yet . He that has Sin

in him, is a ſave to Sin . Therefore you ſuppoſe

* Man to be juſtified , while he is a have to Sin .

Now if you allow, Men may be juſtified, while they

have Pride, Anger or Unbelief in them ; nay if

you aver, Theſe are ( at leaſt, for a time), in all

that are juſtified : What wonder that we have ſo

many proud, angry, unbelieving Believers: p " .

I do not ſuppoſe any Man -who is juſtified , is

a Slave to Sin. Yet I do fuppoſe, Sin remains (at

least
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leaſt for a Time) in all that arejuſtified. But if

Sin remains in a Believer, he is a finfull . Man : If

Pride, for Inſtance , then he is proud : If Self -will,

then he is ſelf -willed ; if Unbelief, then he is an

Unbeliever ; conſequently, no Believer at all. How

then does he differ from Unbelievers, from un •

regenerate Men ?"

This is ſtill mere playing upon Words. It

means no more than, If there is Sin, Pride, Self

will in him, then there is Sin, Pride, Selfwill .

And this Nobody can deny . In that Senſe then he

is proud or ſelf -willed . But he is not proud

or ſelf -willed in the fame Senſe, that Unbe.

lievers are, that is, governed by Pride or Self -will.

Herein he differs from unregenerate Men. They

obey Sin ; he does not. Fleſh is in them both .

But they walk after the Fleſh : He walks after the

Spirit.

“ But how can Unbelief be in a Believer ?” That

Word has two Meanings. It means either no Faith,

or little Faith ; either the Abſence of Faith , or the

Weakneſs of it . In the former Senſe, Unbelief is

not in a Believer : In the latter, it is in all Babes..

Their Faith is commonly mixt with Doubt or Fear,

that is in the latter Senſe ) with Unbelief. Why

are ye fearful, ſays our LORD, O ye of little Faith ,

Again, Othou if little Faith , wherefore didſt thou doubt ?

You ſee here was Unbelief in Believers ; little Faith

andmuch Unbelief,
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13 . “ But this Doctrine, That Sin remains in a

Believer, That a Mạn may be in the Favour of

God, while he has Sin in his Heart, certainly tends

to encourage Men in Sin . " Underſtand the ,

Propoſition right, and no ſuch Conſequence fol

lows. A Man may be in God's Favour though he

feel Sin ; but not if he yields to it. Having Sin does

not forfeit the Favour ofGod ; givingWay to Sin,

does . Though the Fleſh in you luß againf the Spirit,

you may ftill be a Child of God . But if you walk

after the Fleſh, you are a Child of the Devil. Now ,

this Doctrine does not incourage to obey Sin , but to

refft it with all our Might.

V. 1. The Sum of all is this. There are in

every Perfon , even after he is juſtified , two con

trary Principles, Nature, and Grace, termed by

St. Paul, the Fleſh and the Spirit. Hence altho'

even Babes in Christ are ſanctified , yet it is

only in part. In a Degree, according to the Meaſure

of their faith , they are Spiritual ; yet in a De

gree, they are Carnal. Accordingly, Believers

are continually exhorted to watch againſt the Fleſh ,

as well as the World and the Devil: And to this

agrees, the conftant Experience of the Children

of God . While they feel thisWitneſs in themſelves,

they feel a Will not wholly refigned to the Will

of God . They know they are in him , and yet

find an Heart ready to depart from him,

Prone

a
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Proneneſs to Evil in many Inſtances, and a Back

wardneſs to that which is Good . The contrary

Doctrine is wholly New ; never heard of in the

Church of Christ, from the Time of his coming

into the World , till the Time of Count Zinzendorf.

And it is attended with the moſt fatal Conſe

quences. It cuts off all watching againſt our Evil

Nature, againſt the Delilab, which we are told is

gone, though ſhe is ſtill lying in our Boſom . It

tears away the Shield of weak Believers, deprives

them of their Faith , and fo leaves them expoſed

to all the Affaults of the World, the Fleſh and the

Devil.

2. Let us therefore hold faſt the found Doctrine,

once delivered to the Saints, and delivered down by them

with the written Word , to all ſucceeding Generati

ons : Thataltho' we are renewed, cleanſed , purified

fanctified , the Moment we truly believe in Christ,

yet we are not then renewed, cleanſed , purified alto

gether : But the Fleſh , the evil Nature ſtill remains

( though ſubdued ) and wars again the Spirit. So

much the more, let us uſe all Diligence, in fighting

the good Fight of Faith. So much the more earneſtly

let us watch and pray, againſt the Enemy within .

The more carefully let us take to ourſelves, and put



[ 23 ]

on the whole Armour of GOD : That although

we wreftle, both witb Fleſh and Blood , and with

Principalities and Powers and wicked Spirits in bigb

Places, we may be able to witbftand in the evil Day,

and baving done all, to fand.

F I N I S.
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