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EPHES. ii. 8 .

" A

W !

By Grace ye areſaved through Faith.

LL the Bleſſings which God hath beſtowed

upon Man are of his mere Grace, Bounty or

Favour : His Free, undeſerved Favour ; Fa

your altogether undeſerved ; Man having no Claim to

the least of his Mercies. It was Free Grace that formed

Man of the Duſt of the Ground, and breathed into him

a living Soul, and ſtamped on that Soul the Image

of God, and put all Things under his Feet. The ſame

Free Grace continues to us, at this Day, Life and

Breath , and all Things. For there is nothing we are, or

have, or do, which can deſerve the leaſt Thing at God's

Hand. All our Works thou , O God, haft wrought in us.

Theſe, therefore, are ſo many more Inſtances of Free

Mercy : And whatever Righteouſneſs may be found in

Man , this is alſo the Gift of God.

2. Wherewithalthen ſhall a ſinful Man atone for any

the leaſt of his Sins ? With his own Works ? No. Were

they ever ſo many or holy, they are not his own, but

God's. But indeed they are all Unholy and Sinful

themſelves, ſo that everyone of them needs a freſh A

tonement. Only corrupt Fruit grows on a corrupt

Tree. And his Heart is altogether corrupt and abomi

nable ; being comeſhort of the Glory ofGod, the glorious

Righteouſneſs at first impreft on hisSoul, after the Image

of his Great Creator. Therefore, having nothing, nei

ther Righteouſneſs nor Works to plead, his Mouth is ut.

terly ſtopt before God .

3.If then finful Man find Favour with God, it is Grace

upon Grace. IfGod vouchſafe ftill to pour freſh Bleſlings

upon us , yea, the Greateſt of all Bleſsings, Salvation ;

what can we ſay to theſe Things, but Thanksbe unto GOD

for his Unſpeakable Gift ! and thus it is. Herein GOD

"commendeth his Love toward us, in that while we were

pet Sinners, Chrift died to ſaveueBy Grace
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faved through Faith. Grace is the Source, Faith the

Condition, of Salvation .

Now , that wefall not ſhort of the Grace of GoDy it

concerns us carefully to enquire,

I. What Faith it is through which we are faved ?

II. What is the Salvation which is through Faith ?

III. How we may anſwer fome Objections,

I. What Faith it is through which we are faved ?

1. And firſt, It is not barely the Faith of a Heathen ,

Now God required of a Heathen to believe, That GOD

is ; that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently ſeek

him ; and that he is to be fought by glorifying him as

GOD, by giving him Thanks for all Things; and by a

careful Practice ofMoral Virtue, of Juſtice, Mercy and

Truth toward their Fellow Creatures. A Grcek or

Roman therefore, yea, a Scythian or Indian , was without

Excuſe if he did not believe thus much , The Being and

Attributes of GOD , a future State of Reward and Puniſh

ment,and the obligatory Natureof Moral Virtue. For

this is barely the Faith of a Heathen.

2. Nor, 2dly, Is it the Faith of a Devil, though this

goes much further than that of a Heathen . For the

Devil believes, not only, that there is a wife and power

fulGod, Graciousto reward, and Juſt to puniſh, but

alſo, that Jesus is the Son ofGod , the CHRIST, the

SAVIOUR.Of the World. So we find him declaring, in

exprefs Terms, Luke iv . 34. I know Tbee, who Thou art,

the Holy One ofGOD. Nor can we doubt but that un

happy Spirit believes all thoſe Words, which came out

of the Mouth of the Holy One ; yea, and whatſoever

elſe was written by thoſe Holy Men of old; of two of

whom he was compell’d to give that glorious Teſtimony,

Thefe Men are the Servants of the mot high GOD, who

fbew unto you the Way of Salvation . Thus much then

the great Enemy of Godand Man believes, and trembles

inbelieving, That GODwas made manifeſt in the Fleſh ,

That he will tread all Enemies under his Feet, and that

allScripture was given by.Inſpiration of GOD. Thus far

goeth the Faith of a Devil.

3. Thirdly, The Faith through which we are ſaved ,

А2
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in that Senfe of the Word which will hereafter be exe

plained , is not barely that whichtheApoſtles themſelves

had while CHRIST was yet upon Earth ; tho’ they fo be

lieved on him then as to leave all and follow him . They

had then Power to work Miracles, to heal all manner of

Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſeaſe ; yea, they had then

Power and Authority over ail Devils. And which is be

yond all this, they were fentby their Mafter to preach the

Kingdom of GOD. Yet after their Return from doing

all theſe mighty Works, their Lord himſelf termsthem ,

A faithleſs Generation (Luke ix. 41.) and tells them , They

would not caſt out a Devil, becauſe of their Unbelief.

4. What Faith is it then through which we are faved ?

It may be anſwered, firſt,in general, It is a Faith in

Christ ; Christ, and GOD through CHRIST, are

the proper Object of it. Herein therefore, it is ſuffici.

ently, abſolutely, diitinguiſhed from the Faith either of

Antient or Modern Heathens. And from the Faith of

a Devil, it is fully diſtinguish'd by this, It is not barely

a Speculative, Rational Thing, a cold , lifeleſs Affent, a

Train of Ideas in the Head ; but alſo a Diſpoſition of

the Heart. For thus faith the Scripture, With the Heart,

Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs. And, If thou ſbalt

confeſs with thy Mouth theLord Jeſus, andſhalt believe

with thy Heart,that GOD hath raiſed him from the Dead ,

thou.belt be ſaved.

5. And herein does it differ from that Faith which the

Apoſtles themſelves had while our Lord was on Earth,

that it acknowledges the Neceſsity and Merit of his

Death, and the Power of his Reſurrection. It acknow

ledges his Death as the fufficient, the only ſufficient

Means of redeeming Man from Death Eternal; and his

Refurrection as theReſtoration of us all to Life and In

mortality : Inaſmuch as he was delivered for our Sins,

and roſe again for our fuftification. Chriſtian Faith is

then, not only an Afſent to the whole Goſpel of

CHRIST , but alſo a full Reliance on the Blood of

CHRIST , a Truft to the Merits of his Life, Death , and

Reſurrection ; a Recumbency upon him as our Atone

ment and our Life ; asgivenfor us, and living inus.

It is a ſure Confidence which aMan hath in God, that

through the Merits of CHRIST bis Sins are forgiven,

and
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and he reconciled to the Favour ofGod ; and in conſe :

quence hereof, aclofing with him , and cleaving to him , as

eur Wiſdom , Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, Redemption , or

in one Word, our Salvation.

II . WhatSalvation it is, which is through this Faith,

is the Second Thing to be conſidered.

1. And firk, Whatſoever elſe it imply, it is a Preſent

Salvation . It is ſomething attainable, yea, actually

attained on Earth, by thoſe who are Partakers of this

Faith . For thas faith the Apoſtle to the Believers at

Epheſus, and in them to the Believers of all Ages, not

Ye ſhall be (though that alſo is true) but ye are ſaved

through Faith

2.Ye are faved (to comprize all in one Word ) from

Sin . This is the Salvation which is through Faith .

This is that great Salvation foretold by the Angel, be

fore God brought his firſt begotten into theWorld,

Thou ſhalt call his Name YESUS, for he ſhall ſave his

People from their Sins. And neither here, nor in other

Parts of Holy Writ, is there any Limitation or Reſtric .

tion. All his People, or, as it is elſewhere expreft, all

that believe in him , he will ſave from all their Sins ;

from Original and Actual, Paft and Preſent Sin , of the

Fleſh and of the Spirit. Through Faith that is in

him , they are ſaved both from the Guilt and from the

Power of it.

3. Firſt from the Guilt of all Paſt Sin. For whereas

all the World is guilty before GOD ; inſomuch that ſhould

he be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, there is none

that could abide it : And whereas by the Law is only the

Knowledge of Sin, but no Deliverance from it; fo that

byfulfilling the Deeds ofthe Law , no Fleſh can be juſti

fied in bis Sight : Now theRighteouſneſs of GOD, which

is by Faith of JESUS CHRIST, is manifefted unto all

that believe. Now they arejuſtified freely by hisGrace,

thrcugh the Redemption that is in JESUS CHRIST.

HimGOD bath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through

Faith in bis Blood ; To declare bis Righteouſneſs for ( or

by) the Remiffion of the Sins that are paft. Now hath

CHRIST taken away the Curſe of the Law , being made a

Curſe for us. He hath blotted out the Hand-writing that

was againſt as, taking it out of the Way, nailing it to

*A 3
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his Croſs. There is therefore no Condemnation now , to

them which believe in CHRIST JESUS .

4. And being ſaved from Guilt, they are ſaved from

Fear. Not indeed from a filial Fear of offending ; but

from all ſervile Fear, from that Fear which hath Tor

ment, from Fear of Puniſhment, from Fear of the

Wrath of God ; whom they now no longer regard as a

fevere Maſter, but as an indulgent Father. They bave

not received again the Spirit of Bondage ; but the Spiritof

Adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Father : The Spirit

itſelfalſo bearing Witneſs with their Spirits, that theyare

the Children of GOD. They are alſo ſaved from the

Fear, though not from thePoſsibility , of falling away

from theGrace of God , and coming ſhort of the great

and precious Promiſes : They are ſealed with theHoly

Spirit ofPromiſe, which is the Earneſt oftheir Inheritance.

(Eph. i . 13.) Thus have they Peace with GOD through

our Lord JESUS CHRIST. They rejoice in Hope of the

Glory of GOD. And the Love of GOD is fed abroad

in their Hearts, through the Holy Ghoſt, which is given

anto them . And hereby they are perſuaded (tho' perhaps

not all at all Times, nor with the ſame Fulneſs of Per

ſuafion) that neither Death nor Life ,nor Things preſent,

nor Things to come, nor Heighth nor Depth, nor any other

Creature, Mall be able to ſeparate themfrom the Love of

GOD, which is in CHRIST JESUS our Lord .

5. Again, through this Faith they are ſaved from the

Power of Sin , as well as from the Guilt of it. Indeed.

the Infection ofNature doth remain for a Time: which hath

in itſelf the Nature of Sin. For it is a coming ſport of the

Glory of GOD. And St John accordingly declares,

not only, That if a Man ſay he hath not finned, he maketh

GOD a Liar ; but alſo, If we ſay we have no Sin now

remaining, we deceive ourſelves. Many Infirmities

likewiſe do remain, whereby we are daily ſubject to

what are called Sins of Infirmity . And doubtleſs they

are in ſome Senſe Sins, as being Tranſgreſſions of the per

feet Law : And with regard to thele, itmay be ſaid of

us, all our Lives, that in many Things we offend all.

But this notwithſtanding, the ſame Apoſtle declares, re

know that he was manifeſted, to take away our Sins.

And in him is no Sin . Whofoever abideth in him ,finneth

net.
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hot. (Chap. ii. 5, &c . ) Again , Little Children, let no

Man deceiveyou.-- He that committeth Sin , is of the De

vil. -Whoſoever believeth is born of GOD.-- And who

Joever is born of GOD doth not commit Sin, for his Seed

remaineth in him : And he cannot fin , becauſe he is born

OfGOD. Once more, We know that whatſoever is born

of GOD Jinneth not : But be that is begotten of GOD ,

keepeth himſelf, and that wicked one toucheth him not,

Cap. v . 18.

6. He that is by Faith born of God, ſinneth not, i .

By any habitual Sin : For all habitual Sin, is Sin

Reigning. But Sincannot reign in anythat believeth .

Nor, 2. By any wilful Sin, for his Will, while he a

bideth in the Faith , is utterly ſet againſt all Sin, and ab

horreth it as deadly Poiſon. Nor, 3 : By any Sinful

Deſire ; for he continually deſireth the Holy and Perfect

Will of GOD ; and any Tendency to an Unholy De

fire, he by the Grace of God ftifleth in the Birth .

Nor, 4. Doth he fin by Infirmities, whether in Act,

Word or Thought. For his Infirmities have no Con

currence of his Will ; and without This they are not

properly Sins. Thus, He that is born of GOD hath Sin

in him , but doth not commit Sin . And though he canno

fay, Hehath notfinned , yet now , hefinneth not .

7. This then is the Salvation which is through Faith ,

even in the preſentWorld : A Salvation from Sin, and

the Conſequences of Sin, both often expreſt in theWord

Juftification , which, taken in the largeſt Senſe, implies,

A Deliverance from Guilt and Puniſhment, by the A

tonement of CHRIST actually applied to the Soul of

the Sinner now believing on him, and a Deliverance

from the whole Body of Sin through Christ gradually

formed in his Heart. So that he who is thus juſtified or

ſaved by Faith, is indeed born again. He is born again

ofthe Spirit unto a new Life, which is hid with Chriſt

in GOD. He is a new Creature : Old things are paſt

away : All Things in him are become New . And as a new

born Babe be gladly receives the adolon) fincereMilk of

the Word, and growsthereby : Going on in the Might of

the Lord his GOD, from Faith to Faith , from Grace to

Grace, until at length be come unto a perfektMan, unto

the Meaſure of theStature of the Fulneſs of Chrift:
III. The

1



14

10

8

( 8 )

III. The firft uſual Objection to this is,

1. That to preach Salvation or Juſtification by Faith

only, is to preach againſt Holineſs and good Works,

To which a ſhort Anſwer might be given : It would be

fo, if wefpake, as ſome do, of a Faith which was ſepa

rate from theſe. Butwe ſpeak of a Faith which is not

ſo, but neceſſarily productive of all Good Works and all

Holineſs.

2. But it may be of Uſe to conſider it more at large :

Eſpecially ſince it is no new Objection, but as old as 3t

Paul's Time ; for even then it was aſked , Do we not

make void the Law through Faith ? We anſwer, firſt,

all who preach not Faith, do manifeſtlymake void the

Law ; either directly and grofly by Limitations and

Comments , that eat out all the Spirit of the Text : Or

indirectly, by not pointing out the only Means whereby

it is poſsible to perform it. Whereas, fecondly, We

eſtabliſh the Law ; both by ſhewing its full Extent, and

Spiritual Meaning : And by calling all to that living

Way, whereby the Righteouſneſs of the Law may be

fulfilled in them . Theſe, while they truſt in the Blood of

Chris T alone, uſe all the Ordinances which he hath .

appointed, do all the Good Works which he had before

* prepared that they mould walk therein, and enjoy and ma:

nifeft all holy and heavenly Tempers, even the fame

Mind that was in CHRIST JESUS our Lord

3: Butdoes not preaching this Faith lead Men into

Pride ? We anſwer, Accidentally itmay. Therefore

ought every Believer to be earneſtly cautioned, in the

Words of the Great Apoſtle) Becauſe of Unbelief, the

firft Branches werebroken off ; and thou flandeft by Faith .

Be not high -minded, but fear. IfGOD ſpared not the

natural Branches, take heed left he ſpare not Thee .
Be.

hold, therefore the Goodneſs and Severity ofGOD ! On

them whichfell, Severity : But towards thee, Goodreff :

If thou continue in his Goodneſs ; otherwiſe thou allo ſmalt

be cut off And while he continues therein, he will re

member thoſe Words of St Paul, foreſeeing and an

fwering this very Objection , ( Rom . iii . 27. ) Where is

boaſting then ? It is excluded . By what Law ? Of

Works ? Nay ; but by the Law of Faith . If a Man

were juſtified by his Works, he would have whereofto

glory .
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glory. But there is no glorying for him , that workerk

not, but believeth on him that juftifreth the Ungodly.

(Rom . iv . ) To the ſame Effect are theWordsboth pre

ceeding and following the Text, Eph. ii . 4, &c . ) GOD

who is rich inMercy, even when we were dead in Sins,

bath quicken'd us together with CHRIST ( by Grace ye

are ſaved ) -- that he might fhew the exceeding Richesof

bis Grace, in his Kindneſs towards us through CHRIST

JESUS. For by Grace ye are faved through Faith :

And that not of jourſelves. Of yourſelves cometh nei

theryour Faith nor your Salvation. It is the Gift of

GOD ; the free, undeſerved Gift, the Faith through

which ye are ſaved, as well as the Salvation, which he

of his own good Pleaſure, his mere Favour, annexes

thereto. That ye believe, is one Inſtance of his Grace ;

that believing ye are ſaved,another. Notof Works, leji

any Man fhould boaft. For all our Works, all our

Righteouſneſs, which were before our Believing, merit

ed nothing of God but Condemnation. So far were

they from deſerving Faith; which therefore, whenever

given, is not of Works. Neither is Salvation of the

Works we do when we believe. For it is then GOD

that worketh in us . And therefore, that he giveth us a

Reward for what he himſelf worketh, onlycommendeth

the Riches of his Mercy, but leaveth us nothing whereof

to glory .

4.However, may not the ſpeaking thus of the Mer

cy of God, as ſaving or juſtifying freely by Faith on

ly, encourage Men in Sin ? Indeed it may and will ;

many will continue in Sin that Grace may abound . But

their Blood is upon Head. The Goodneſs of

God ought to lead them to Repentance ; and ſo it

will thoſe who are ſincere of Heart. When they know

there is yet Forgiveneſs with him , they will cry aloud

that he would blot out their Sins alſo, through Faith

which is in Jesus. And if they earneſtly cry, and

faint not, if they ſeek him in all the Means he hath ap

pointed , if they refuſe to be comforted till he come, he

will come and will not tarry. And he can do much

Work in a ſhort Time. Many are the Examples in the

Acts of the Apoſtles, of God's ſhedding abroad this

Faith in Men's Hearts, even like Lightning falling

from

their own
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from Heaven. So in the fame Hour that Pauland Silas

began to preach, the Jailor repented believed, and was

baptized : As were three thouſand by St Peter on the

Day of Pentecoſt, who all repented and believed at his

firſt Preaching. And bleſſed be Gov, there are now

many living Proofs, that he is ſtill mighty to ſave.

5. Yet to the fame Truth, placed in another View ,

a quite contrary Objection is made: “ If a Man cannot

“ be faved by all that he can do, this will drive Men

“ to Deſpair." True, to deſpair ofbeing ſaved by their

own Works, their own Merits or Righteouſneſs. And

ſo it ought; for none can truſt in the Merits of CHRIST,

till he has utterly renounced his own. He that goeth a

bout to eſtabliſh his own Righteouſneſs, cannot receive the

Righteouſneſs of God. The Righteoufneſs which is of

Faith cannot be given him , while he truſteth in that

which is of the Law.

6. But this, it is ſaid, is an uncomfortable Doctrine.

The Devil fpoke like himfelf, that is, without either

Truth or Shame, when he dared to ſuggeſt to Men that

it is fuch . ' Tis the only comfortable one, ' tis very

full of Comfort, to all ſelf-deſtroy'd, ſelf-condemn’d Sin

That whoſoever believeth on him shall not be a

Jhamed : That the ſame Lord over all , is rich unto all

that call upon him : Here is Comfort, high as Heaven ,

ſtronger than Death ! What! Mercy for all ? For

Zaccheus, a Publick Robber ? For Mary Magdalen, a

Common Harlot ? Methinks I hear one fay, Then I,

even I, may hope for Mercy ! And fo thou may’ſt,

thou afflicted one, whom none hath comforted ! GOD

will not caſt out thy Prayer. Nay, perhaps he may

ſay the next Hour, Be of good cheer, thy Sins are for

given thee ; fo forgiven that they ſhall reign over thee

no more; yea, and that the Holy Spirit ball bear wit

neſs with thy Spirit, that thou art a Child of GOD . O

glad Tidings ! Tidings of great: Joy, which are fent

unto all People. · Ho, every one that thirſte:h, come ye

to the Waters : Come ye and buy without Money, and

-without Price. Whatſoever your Sins be, though red,

like Crimſon, though more than the Hairs of jour Head :

Return ye unto theLord , and he will have Mercy upon

you ; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon .

ners . 24
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no means . unto

7. When no more Objections occur, then we are

fimply told , That Juſtification by Faith only, ought not

to be preached as the firſt Doctrine, or at leaſt not to

be preached to All. But what faith the Holy Ghoft ?

Other Foundation can no May lay, than that which is

laid , even JESUS CHRIST. So then, That whoſoever

believeth on him fall be ſaved, is and muſt be the

Foundation of all our Preaching ; that is, muſt be

preached firſt. « Well, but not to all.” To whom then

are we not to preach it ? Whom ſhall we except ? The

Poor ? Nay, they have a peculiar Right to have the

Goſpel preached unto them . The Unlearned No.

God hath revealed theſe Things unto unlearned and ig,

norant Men from the Beginning. The Young ? By

Suffer theſe in any wiſe, to come

CHRIST , and forbid them not . The Sinners ? Leaſt of

all. He came not to callthe Righteous, but Sinners to Re

pentance, Why then, if any , we are to except the Rich ,

the Learned, the Reputable, the Moral Men. And

' tis true, they too often except themſelves from hearing ;

yet we muſt ſpeak the Words of our Lord . For thus

the Tenor of our Commiſsion runs, Go andpreach the

Goſpel to every Creature. If any Man wreft it or any

Part of it to his Deſtruction , he muſt bear his own Bur

den . But ftill, as the Lord livetb , whatſoever the Lord

faith unto us, That we will speak.

8. At this Time more eſpecially will we ſpeak, That

by Grace ye are ſaved thro' Faith ; Becauſe never was the

maintaining this Doctrine more ſeaſonable than it is at

this Day. Nothing but this can effectually prevent the

Increaſe of the Romiſh Deluſion among us. ' Tis end

leſs to attack one byone, all the Errors of that Apoftate

Church. But Salvation by Faith ſtrikes at the Root,

and all fall at once where this is eſtabliſhed . It was this

Doctrine (which our Church juſtly calls the ſtrong Rock

and Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion ) that firſt drove

Popery out of theſe Kingdoms, and ' tis this alone can

keep it out. Nothing but this can give a Check to that

Immorality, which hath overſpread our Land as a Flood .

Can you empty the great Deep , Drop by Drop ? Then

you mayreform us, by Diſſuaſives from particular Vices.

But let the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith be

brought
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brought in , and ſo fhall its proud Waves be ſtay'd. No.

thingbut this can ſtop theMouths of thoſe who glory in

their Shame, and openly deny the Lord that bought them .

They can talk as ſublimely of the Law, as he that hath

it written by God in his Heart. To hear them ſpeak on

this Head, might incline one to think, they were not far

from the Kingdom ofGod . But take them out of theLaw

into the Goſpel; begin with the Righteouſneſs of Faith ,

with CHRIST, the End of the Law to every one that be

lieveth : And thoſe who but now appeared almoft, if not

altogether Chriſtians, ſtand confeft the Sons of Perdition ;

as far from Life and Salvation (God be merciful unto

them !) as theDepthof Hell from the Heighth ofHeaven .

9. For this Reaſon the Adverſary forages, whenever

Salvation by Faith is declared to the World . For this

Reaſon did he ftir up Earth and Hell, to deſtroy thoſe

who firſt preached it. And for the ſame Reaſon,know

ing that Faith alone could overturn the Foundations of

his Kingdom , did he call forth all his Forces, and em

ploy all his Arts of Lies and Calumny, to affright that

glorious Champion of the Lord of Hoits, Martin Luther,

from reviving it. Nor can we wonder thereat ; for

as that Man of God obferves, How would it enrage a

proud ſtrong Man arm'd, to be ſtopt and ſet at nought by

a little Child, coming againſt him with a Reed in his

Hand ? Eſpecially, when he knew that little Child

would ſurely overthrow him, and tread him under Foot.

Even ſo, Lord JESU ! Thus hath thy Strength been

ever made perfečt, in Weakneſs ! Go forth then, thou little

Child , thatbelieveſt in him , and his Right-hand ſhall teach

thee terrible Things! Though thou art helplefs andweak

as an Infant of Days, the ſtrong Man ſhall not be able to

Stand before thee. Thou ſhalt prevailover him , and ſubdue

him, and overthrow him, and trample him underthy Feet.

Thou ſhalt march on under the great Captain of thy Sal

vation, conquering and to conquer, until all thine Enemies

are deſtroyed, and Death is ſwallowed up in Victory.

Now Thanks be to God which giveth usthe the Victo

ry through our Lord Jesus CHRIST, to whom with the

Father and the HolyGhoft, be Bleſsing and Glory, and

Wiſdom , and Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Power,

and Might, for ever and Amen .
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