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Humanum eft mefaire et errare.

Be calm in argaing : for fieremesfs mukes
Fuor a fault, and trurh difcourtely,
Why fhould I feel another man’s niltakes,
More than his ficknefs or infliinity ?
In jove 1ihould : but anger is not love,

" Nor wifdom neither; therefore gently mave,
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S OME
REMARKS, &

1. R. HILL has an immenfe advantage over
: me : he abounds in time, and I in bufi-
mefs. I cannot therefore undertake to writc page
for page; 1 have not leifure, if I had inclination.
Andindeed it is not needful. For a full confutati-
on of whatfoever is cited, from the Eleven Letters
commonly afcribed to Mr, Hervey, 1 need only re-
fer to Mr. Sellon: who has not only anfwered every
fhadow of an argument, contained in that poor
piece of low invective, but even the rcproachess
which indeed he could not pals over, without paf-
fing over great part of the book, If Mr. H. is
afraid to read that anfwer, I ain forry for it.  And
for whatever he advances on particular redemption,
or any of the points connetted therewith, 1 refer
every one who-is not afraid of the light, to thofe
three tra&ts of Mr. Sellon, ¢t The Arguments againft
General Redemption anfwered,” God's Sovereign-
ty vindicated againft Elifia Coles,” and ¢ 'The
Church of Englend vindicated from the charge of
Calvinfm.” 1 believe if Mr. i/l had given this
Jaft a fair reading, he would know the 17th article
is nothing to histimrpofc.
2. With regard to his obje&ions to Mr. Fletcher,
I refer all candid men to his own writinas: his
Letters, intitled, a firlt, fecond and third Check to
Antinomianifm : The rather, becaufe there are very
few of his arguments, which Mr. H. even attempts
to anfwer, 'Tis true he promifes ¢ a full and par-
! T Ae : ticular
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¥icular anfwer to Mr, F.’s Second Check to Antine-
miariifm.” But it will puzzle any one to find
where that anfwer is, except in the title page. And
if any thing more is needful to be done, Mr. F,
is ftill able to anfwer for him{elf. But if he does,
I would recommerd to his confideration the advice
formeily given by a wile man to his friend, * See
that you humble not youelf to that man: it would
hurt both him and the caufe of God.” *Tis pity but
he had confidered it fooner, and he might have
cicaped fome keen rcflcétions.  But he did not:
he imagined when he {poke or wrotein the fimpli-
city of his heart, that his opponents would have
received his words, in the fame {pirit wherein they
were fpoken.  No fuch matter; they turn thew all
into poifon : he not only lofes his fweet words, but
they are turned into bitternefs, are interpreted as
mere fncer and farcafm! A good leffon for me! 1
k.d defigned to have tranferibed Mr. F.'s charater
of Mr. H. and to have added a little thereto, in
Lope of foftning hisfpirit. But I fee, it isin vains
as well might one hope to foften

¢ Inexorzable Pluto, icing of fhades!”

Since he is capable of putting fuch a conftruétion,
even upon Mr. F.s gentlenefs and mildnefs, fince
he alcribes even to him “a pen dipt in gall,”?
what will he not afcribe to me 2 1 have done there~
fore with humbling myfelf to thefe men; to Mr. H,
and his affociates. I have humbled mylelf to
shem for thefe thirty years: But will do it no
wore. I have done with attempting to foften
ducir {pirits ¢ it is all Joft labour.  Upon men of an
ingenuo... ‘emper, I have been able to fix an obli-
gation, Bifhop Gilfen, Dr. Church, and even Dr,
Taylor, were obliged to me for not pufhing my ad-
vantage, But it is not fo with thefe: whatever
mercy you fhew, you are to expeét no mercy }f;rom

: them,
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them. Mercy did I fay? alas, I expeé&t no juitice;
no more than I have found already. Asthey have
wrefted and diftorted my words from the begin-
ning, fo I expettthey will dototheend. Mr. A’s
performance is a fpecimen! Such mercy, fuch
juftice I am to expett!

3. And does Mr. H. complain of the unhappy
Jpirit, in which Mr, F. writes? Many writershave
done marvelloufly : but thou excelleft them all ! For

forty or fifty years 1 have been a little acquainted.

with -controverfial writers; fome, of the Romif
perfuaiion ; fome, of our own church ; fome, Dif-
fenters of various denominations. And I have
found many among them as angry as him: but one
fo bitter 1 have not found. Or one only, the Author
of thofe ¢ excellent letters,” as Mr. A, ftiles them:
which he particularly admires, (that is his word)

and the whole fpirit of which he has drank in, This .
is his peculiar charaéter, his diftinguithing grace :-
As a writer, his name is wormwoed. Accordingly-
he charges Mr., F, with a * fevere, acrimonious {pi-.

1it,” with ¢ fneer, farcalm and banter, vea with

notorious falthoods, calumny and gro’s perverfions,””
‘p. 2. Nay, “Iaccufe you, fays he, of the groffeft .

perverfions and mifreprefentations that ever pro-
ceeded from any author’s pen.’* In the [ume {pirit

he is reprefented p. 21, as ¢ a flanderer of God’s.

people and minifters, defcending to the meaneft

quibbles, with abitter, railing acrirconious {pirit.””"

Ard p. 27: (to ga no farther) as. ¢ ufing ftratagem
and ungenerous artifices.” Altho’ ¥ I have treated

you fays Mr. H. with all the politenefs of a gentle-.
man, and the hupilitv of 2 Chriftian.” - Amazing !

And has he nottreated me {o two ? " At prefent, take
but one or two inftances. * Torgeries have long

paft for no crime with Mr, IFefey.” p- 27. “ He
adminifters faithoods and dainnable herefies, rank:

potfon, hemlock and ratfbane. We canrot allow

Kim any other tile, than that of an empiric or-
’ A 3 qt‘x;;ck.,
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quack dofor.” p.eg.  Which fhall we admire
moft here! The Geutleman, or the Chriftian ?

4. There is fomething exiremcly odd in this
whole affair. A man falls upon another, and
gives him a good beating: Who in order to be

revenged, does not grap; le with ko (perhaps fen-

fible that he is above his.match) but giving him
two or three kicks, falls with all his might upon
a third man that was {tanding by. % O, fays he,
but I know that rafgal well : L'e 1sthe fecond of himn
that beat me.” ¢ If he is, difpatch vour bufinefs
with the former firft, and then turnto him.” How-
ever if Mr, I is rofolved to fall upon me, I muft
defend myiclfas well as 1 can,

5+ trom the fpurit and manner wherein he writes,
let us now procced to the matter. But that is fo
various, an&fcutlered up and down for an hundred
and ffty pages, without much order or connection,
that it 1s diflicult to know where to begin, How-
ever all tends to one point : the gocd defign of the
writer is, to blacken.  With this laudable view, he
obferves the old rule, ¢ throw dirt enough, and
fome will ftick.” Knewing that the mud may be
thrownin a trice; but it will take time and pains
to fcrape it off. Indced he takes true pains to
faflen it on: to reprefent Mr. IV, as a knave and a.
fool; a man of no confricnce, and no underftand-
ing. ’Tis true the latter is infiited on moit at large :
by an hundred inftances, Mr. /4. has made it plain
to all the world, That Mr. IV, never had three
grains of common fenfe: that he is the veryeft
weather-cock that ever was: that he has not wit
cnough to be fixt in any thing, but is “toft to and
fro continually 2 < that he is to this very moment
fo abfolutely unfettled, with regard to every funda-.
mental doétrine of the gofpel, that notwo diiputants
in the fchools can be more oppofite to cach other,.
than he is to himfclf.”

6. But fome may naturally afk, what is the

matter P
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matter? What makes Mr. H. 4o warm? What has:
Mr. I’ done, that this Gentleman, this Chriftian,.
tta gladiatorio animo ad eum affectat viam? That he falls
upon him thus outragiouily, dagger out of fheath,
without either rhyme or realon? O the matter is
plain. Befide that he is Mr, F.’s friend, he isan
Arminian ;. and nothing is bad enough for an Armi..
nian. An Arminian! What 1. that? ¢ | cannoct tell.
exaftly. Butto be fure, it is all thatisbad,. Fora.
Popith Friar, a Benediftin Monk bears witnefs, .
(and Mr. H. aver’s the fame) That the tenets of the-
Church of Rome are nearer by half to Calvinifm.
than to Arminianifm; nearer by half to Mr, H.’s:
tenets than to Mr. W.’s” Truly I always thought o, .
But ftill I afk what is.an Arminian? Why, in,
other words, an Eleftion doubter.. And. the ¢ good.
¢ old Preacher, (fays Mr» H.) places all Eleéion-
¢ doubters (i. e. thofe who were not-clear-in the be-
¢ licf of Ablolute Predeftination) among the nume-.
¢ rous hoft of the Diabolonians.. One of thefe being
¢t brought bcfore the judge, the judge tells him,
¢ to - queltion clection,. is to everthrow a great,
“ doltrine of the gofpel.—Thcrefore he,. the Klec-
¢ tion-doubter, muft die,. p. 3».” Thatis plainly,.
he muit die eternally,. for this damnable fin.  The
very fame thing Mr. . affinms clfewhere.  p. gge
¢ The only cement of Chriftian union is the love-
of God, and the foundation of that love muft be laid:
in belicving the traths of God:” {that is, you mufd
believe particular redemption, or it is impoffible you
fhould love God! Ior, to ufe- ¢ The words of Dr,
& Qwen, in his difplay of Arminianifm, {fec the truths
¢ which M. 71, means; an agrecement without truthe
& is no pcace, but a cevenant with death, and a.
¢ canfpiracy againft the kingdom of Chrift.””
- 7. Iam {oiry Mr. H. fhould think fo. But fo.
long as he remains in that featiment, what peace
am I or Mr. F, oriindeed any Armirian to expeét
from him? Since any. agreement wih us would be

¢ aca-
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2. govenant with death, and a confpiracy againft
the Lingdom of Chrift.” . I therefore give up all
hope of peace with him, and with all that are thus
minded. For I do not believe what he terms ¢he
truths of God, the do€trine of abfolute predeftination,
I ncver did believe it, or the doétrines conneéted
with it, no not for one hour. In this, at leaft, 1.
have been confiftent with myfelf, I have never va-
ried anhair’s breadth, I cannot, while Ibelieve the
Bible, while I belicve either the old ar new Tefta-.
ment. What I do believe, and always have be-

*lieved in. this matter, I will declare with all fim-.
plicity.

¢ 1. I believe no decree of Reprojation.. 1 do not:
believe the Father of Spirits cver

“ Confign’d one unborn foul to hell,
Or damn’d him from his mother’s womb.”

¢ 2. I believe no decree of Preterstion, which is.,
only reprobation white-wathed. I do not believe-
God ever fent one man into the world, o whomhe.
had decrecd, never to give that grace, whereby.
alone he could efcape damnation.

¢ g. I do not helieve (what is only Preterition or
Reprobation in other wordsfany fuch Abfolute Eleéir-
an, as implics that all but®the abfolutely elett fhall,
inevitably be damned.

“ 4. I donot believe the doftrine of Irrefiflible -
grace, ov of Infallible perfeverance; becaule both the.
onc and the other implies that eleflion, which can-.
not {tand without Preterition or chrpbation.

¢ 5. I donot believe Salvaticn by works. Yet if any.
man can prove (what I judee noncever did, orever
will) that there is no medium between this and Ab-
folute Predeflination: 1 will rather fubfcribe to,
thi- than to that, as far lefs abfurd of the two.

“ 8. Hinc ille lachryma. Here is the fource of
Mr. I1’s implacable hatred to me. And hencearifes.
his vehement difoleafure at thofe Minutes, which
Mr. Sk and he ftile ¢ dreadful herefy.” The ap-.

p.ellatio_n‘
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pellation is juft, fuppofe (as Mr. H. aflerts) afl '

Etettion-doubters are Diabolonians > fuppofe no man
who is ¢ not clear in the belief of abfolute Predeflis
nation,” can love either God or his neighbour.
For it is certain the dotrine of the Minutzs and of
the Decrees, cannot ftand together, If the doétrine
of the Decrees ftands, then that of the Minutes
muft fall; for we willingly allow, that the one is
incompatible with the other. If the doétrine of
the Minutes {tands, then that of the Decrees muft
fall. For it is manifeft this, particularly the laft
article, ftrikes at the wvery root of Calvinifm. Of
what confequence is it then, to one who is perfuad-
ed the belief of Calvinifm 1s effential to falvation, to-
expofe thofe Minutes to the uttermoft, as well as-
any that dares to defend them ?

9. In order to this good end, Mr. H. publifhes:
¢ a Review of all the Dolirines taught. by Mr. Fokn
Wefley.” Butis it poflible for any man to do this,
without reading all the writings that 1 have publi-

fhed? It is not poflible in the nature of things:

He cannot give an aceount of what he never read,
And has Mr. H. read all that I have publifhed ? 1
believe he will not afirm it.  So any man of un-
derftanding may judge, before he opens his book,

what manner of review itis likely to contain ! How- .
- ever it muft be owned that he and his faithful allies

have been at the pains, of looking into many of
my writings. I fay many : for I apprehend there
are many more, which they have not fo much as
looked into: nor does it appear that they have feri-
oufly looked through any, fo as to obferve the fcope
and tenor of them. However from thofe which
he or they have, after a fafhion reviewed, abun-
dance of ogje&ions are extralted. It is true none
of them (one only excepted) are new, and there is
hardly one that has not been anfwered again and
again. Yet fince they are propofed in a new form,
they may feem to demangd a new anfwer,

‘ 10, The

i
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10. The grand ohic&ion is, that I am inconfif
tent with myfelf.  ‘Lhis therefore 1 fhall particu-
larly confider. The others, which flutter up and
down the whole work, I can but jult touch upon,
Mr. H. opens the charge thus: “ Saying and un-
faying is nothing new with Mr. i, who has only
fhewn himfelf confiftent, by a rcgular feries of
inconfiftencies.” p. 9. ¢ How full are you of con-
traditions to yourfelf ? How full of contrary pur-
poles? How ofien do you chide with yourfel{?
How oft do you fight with yourlelf " Title
page. ¢ Mr. W, feems wecll contented you
fhould fettle his Creed. 1f you can, you will do
in a few months, what he himfelf has not been
able to effe&t in near forty years.” ¢ On this fluc~
tuating ocean he has been toft, for fo many ycars.
together,” p.20. ¢ All his Journals and Tracts
are replete with proofs of his having been toft from:
one fyftem to another, - and from: one: opinion to.
another, from the time of his ordination to this
Frci'ent moment,” p. 143. % The moft ignorant Col-
ier can immediately fee his inconfiftency with
himfeli.”” p. 145. He fums up the whole charge
in the lively words of Mr. Cudwerth, graced with.
the name of Mr. Hervey. ¢ Contradiftion, didfk
thou ever know fo trufty a friend, fo faithful a de-
votee ? Many people are ready enough to contradiét
others, But it {cems all one to this Gentleman,.
whether it be another or himfelf, fo he may. but:
contradié&.”

1:. To prove this indi@ment (urged homb
enough, though there is not one tittle of truth in it)
Mr. H. has cited no kefs than an hundred and one
witneffes. + Before I enter upon the examination.
of thefe, 1 beg leave to tranfcribe what I wrote
fome time fince to Dr, Rutherforth. ¢ You fre-

quently

+ The very number of propofitions extrzéted out of Quefnel’s
writings, and condemned ¢ as drcadful Hewefies.” in the Bull
Unigenitus ! Exemplum placet! Sec how good Wits jump! Mr. H,
Yaber Wa]lz, and the Pope of Rame !
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«quently charge me with evafion; and others have.
‘brought the fame charge. The plain cafe is this.
I have wrote on various heads; and always as
clearly as I could, Yet many have mifunderftood
my words, and raifed abundance of obje&ions. I
anfwered them by explaining myfelf, fhewing what
1 did not mean, and what I did. One and another
of the objeftors ftretched his throat, and cried out,
# Evafion !*Evafion !”” And what does all this outcry
amount to? Why exaétly thus much. They ima-
gined they had tied me ((): faft, that it:was impofli-
ble for me to clcape. But prefently the cobwebs
were {wept away, and I was quite at liberty. And
I blefs God I can unravel truth and falfhood, altho’
artfully twifted together.  Of fuch Evafion 1 am not
athamcd. Let them be afhamed who-conftrain me
to ufe it."” ' '

“ You charge me likewife; and that more then
once or twice, with mamtaining contradilions. 1
-anfwer, 1. 1f all my fentiments were compared to-
gether, from the year 1725 to 1768, there would
be truth in‘the charge. For durinj the latter part of
:this period, 1 have relinquifhed feveral of my for-
mer {entiments. 2. During the laft go years, I may
have varied in fome of my fentiments or expreflions
avithout obfervingit: g.I will not undertake te
defend all the expreflions, which I have occaiio.
nally ufed during this time; but muft delire men of
.candor to make allowance for thofe,

Quas aut tncuria fudit,

Aut humana parum cavil natura. .

‘But 4. it isnot ftrange, if among thofe inaccurate
expreflions, there are fome {eeming contrad:étionss
eipecially 'conhdering I wus «nfwering fo many
difierent  objettors, frequentiy  attacking me at
once; and one puthing this wav, another that,
with all the vioicuce they were «ble,  Mcverthes

“lefs

.
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defs I belicve there will be found few real con.
tradiftions, in what I have publifhed for thirty
‘yea:s,
y 12. Mr. H.’s numerous proofs of my-contradiétin,
myfelf, may be ranged unger twenty four heads, %
-fhall examine thefe one by cne, in what appears to
-me to be the moft natural order,
. 1. .

There was an ever-l There never was any
lafting  covenant be- | fuch covenant, between

" tween God the Father | God the Father and God
and God the Son, con- | the Son. p. 128,
cerning man’s redemp-
tion,

‘The latter of thefe I believe, and always did, fince
I could read my bible,

But Mr. H. brings a paflage out of the Chriflian
Library, to centradi& this, On wbich he parades
as follows, ¢ Ifthe Chriftian Library be, as Mr,
W. affirms, all true, all agrecable tp the word of God,
then what are we to think of his other works § They
muft be an adulteration of man’s devifing, p. 128..
The fanc may be faid of the Minutes: if thefe be
truly orthodox, upwards of forty volumes of the Libra~
ry muft be throughlv heterodox. And then there
is great reafon to lament, that fo many poor people’s
pockets fhould be {leeced, far what can do their
fouls no good,”

Peremptory cnough! But let us examine the
matter more clofely, ¢« Mr, W, affirms, that the
Chriftian Library is all true, alk .agreeable to the zord
of God.” 1 donot; and I am glad I have this public
opportunity, of explaining myfelf corucrning it.
My words are (Preface p. 4; 41 have made. as 1
was able, an attempt of this kind, I have indea-
voured to extra&t fuch a colleftion of En i Di~
vinity, as [ believe, is all true, all agrceableto tlic ora-
clesof God.” 1 did believe, and T do believe, every
traét therein to ‘be true and agreeable to the cracles
of God, ButI do not roundly affivm this, (as Mr, H.

allerts)
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- afferts) of every fentence contained in the fifty ve-
lumes. I could not poilibly aflirm it for two rea-
fons, 1. I was obliged to prepare mott of thofe tralts’
for the prefs, juft’as I could fnatch time in travel- .
ling; not tranicribing them; (none expefted it of
me) but only marking the lines with my pen, and
altering or adding a few words here and there, as
I had mentioned in the prefuce. 2. Or it was not
in my power to attend the prefs, that cazie neccilari-
Jy devolved on others: through whole inatiention
an hundred paflages were lcft in, which I had
{cratched out: Yct not fo many as to make up
¢ forty Volumes,” no, nor forty pages. Itis pro-
bable then I myfelf might overlook {ome fentcuces,
which were not {uitable to 1y own principles, It
is certain, the correttors of the prefs did this, in
not a few inftances. Ithallbe much obliced to Mr,
H. and his friends if they will point out all thofe
inftances. And I will print them as an Index Expur-
gatorious to the work, which will make it doubly
valuable. i
* The plain inference is, if there are an hundred
paflages in the Chrifiian Library, which centradiék
any or all of my doftrines, thele are no procf that
I contradi& myfelf. Be it oblerved, once for all
therefore, citations from the Chrifian Library,
yprove nothing but the carcleflnels of the cor-
zeftors. T
1I.
For Ele&tionr and Per- Againft Elellion and
feverance. - - | Perfeverance., p. 104,
a. Mr. Sellon has clearly fhewed, that the 17th
Article does not affert Abfulute Predeftination.
Therefore in denying this, I neither contradi&t that
article, nor myfelf. v :
3. I believe there is But I never thought a
a {tate attainable in this | babe in Chrift was in
life, from which a man | that ftate though he is a
cannot finally fall, true belicver,
. B 4. Saved
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4- Saved beyond  the
Bread of falling.

So faysmy Brothes,

| That is nothing to me,

The note adds, ¢ Mr, I¥. drew lots, whether or
‘4o he fhould preach againft the 17th Article.
¢ That paltry flory is untrue,” Though Mr. H.

‘potently believes it.

upon it, fall to the ground at once,

So all the wittictfms built

I nevd

preached againft the 17th Article, nor had the leait

thought of doing it,

But did Mr. Hill never preach

‘againft the gtft Article, which eéxplicitly afferts

Univerfal Redemption ?

5. I do not deny, that
‘thofe eminently ftiled
th: Eled, fhallinfallibly
Pt fevere,

6. The love divine,
‘Which made us thine,
Shall kecp us thine for-
: ever,
7. From all eternit
with love.
Unchangeable thou haft
me view’d.
8. Never again will
he take him away,

g. Jefus the lover of |

his own, will love me to
.the end.

10. Chrit is In the

Fle&t world of his Church,

I mean, thofe that are
perfedled in love (1. John
iv. 17.) and thofe only,
Sfo here is no contradic.
tion,

So my Brother {peaks, -
But his words cannot
prove. that I contradi&
myfelf. ,

I believe this is tnie
on the fuppofition of
faith forefeen, not others .
wife,

They are my brother’g
words not mine, ’

So are thefe,

This is cited from the
Chriftian Library. So it
goes for nothing.

The nine witnefles therefore examined on this-

head prove juft nothing at all.

So that hitherto

there is not the leaft proof, that I contradi& my.

felf..
1, -
Forimputed righteouf- |  Againft imputed right=
“nefs, eoufnefs,

11. We no more deny

Do not difpute for
7 7]
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the phvafe (of imputed
righteoufnefs) than the
thing. .

12, This dofrine 1 have
believed and taught, for
near eight and twenty

years.

that particular phrafes
Here 1s no contradition,
I do not deny it; yet I
dare not difpute for it.
The ufe of that Term
has done immenfe hurt.
It has; but here is no
contradiftion,

ig. This is a citation from the Chriftian Library,

So it goes for nothing.
14,1 continuallyaffirm,
that the righteoufnefs of
_Chrift (in the fenfe there
explained) is imputed to
every believer.

Where is the ufe of

contending  fo firenuoufly
Sfor thofeexpreffions 2 1 afk,
it again, But where ig
the contradi&tion ?

15. This is another citation from the Chriftian Lis

-brary.
16. The wedding gar-
ment is Chrift’s righte-
eufnefs, firft imputed,
and then imPlanteti).
17. Thisis confiftent
e With our being juftified
through- the imputation
of; Chrift’s rightesuinefs.

So it proves nothing,

The wedding garment
is holinefs. This does
not ‘exclude but prefups

fes the other.

é?a}m Goodwin contra=
difts this. Perhaps fo,
but Fohn Goodwin 1s not
Fohn Wefley, whatever

therefore he fays, (ob«
ferve it once for al

does not prove, that I contradit myfelf. I am no
way engaged, to defend cvery exprefion of either
n Goodwin or Rickard Baxter’s aphorifms. The
enfe of both I generally approve, thelanguage many
times I do not.
- But L obferve here and in fifty other inftances,

Mr. H. mentions no page. Now (in controverfy)

he that names no page, has no right to any anfwer.
18, I frequently put | I dare not require any
this expreflion into the | to ufeit, True; mt here
mguth of a whole congrega- | is no contradi@ion. I
Ba tions
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tion: that is, I fing an | do notrequireany to ufe it.
hymn wherein it occurs. | Every ove 1n the congre-
gaticn may ufe, or-let it
) slone, :

Here comes in a thundring ncte. ¢ Although
maft of theie extralls from My, W.'s fermon on Fer.
xxiii, €. have every evangcelical appearance, yet all
thar excedency vaaficih away, when we are told in
the fame lermen, thet the righteoufnefs he contends
Ferois not the divine rightcoufnels of Chrift, but
his human rightecufrels,  When we confider the

_exjrofs words of the text, The Lord our Rugliteoufnefs,

ore micht wonder (if any thirg isto be wondered
at that Mr, W, affirms) hew he could poffibly fall
intoan error, which at once not onlv defirovs the
meritorious eflicacy of the Redeemer’s righteoufs
vefs but undermines the virtue of his atonin
blood.” Thisis home: Mr. H. has broke my heag
fadly. But he willfoon give me a plaifter. % How-
ever if Mr. W, will acknowledge, thatby Chrift’s’
human righteoufnefs, he means that mcdiatorial
righteoufnefs which was wrought by God in the
human nature, 1 entirely acquiefe with him on the ¢
point,”  This is. truly marvellons! Why what
<ould Mr, IV, mean heflide? So this ¢rror proves to
be no error at all! And all the exceliency which va-
atheth away, appears again i _flatu quo/ )

But we ate not come to the end of the note yet, It
contains anotiier <readful cbje&icn, ¢ Mr. I¥. isun-
willing” (truly I am) ¢ to be ranked amongthe Dia-
bolonians, and thereferc with more prudence than
candor, has left the whole paffage, conceming the
EleGion-doudters out of the Huly liar.”  And if Mr.
4I. had omitied it too, it would have been no more
an impeachment of his prudence, than it was of
my candor, to omit it in all the traéts 1 abridged,
whatever I difapproved of. This was what 1
profefled at my fetting out. ¢ I have endéavoured
(thefe are my very words) ¢ to preferve a con z{len(_y

. ) throughout,

¥

7




(

] (7))

throughout, that no part might contradi& any other,
But in order to this, I have been obliged to omit
the far greateft part of feveral authors.—And in a

defign of this nature I apprehend myfelf to be at full
liberty fo to do.  Preface p. 5. The abridged Bunyan

is not therefore “the counterfeit Bunyan.”” This is
a flourith of Mr. H.’s pen.

1g. This inftance fets

nothing againft nething ;

the Chriftian Library againft Fohn Goodwin.

20. This isanemblem
of the righteoufnels of
the faimts, both of their
juftjﬁcation; and fan&ifi-
cation.

21. I would addrefs
myfelf to you, who are
fo ready to condemn all
that ufe thefe expreffons as

Antinomians.

ohn Goodwin contra-
diéts this, So he may.
But I am not Fokn Good-
win. So we have exa-
mined twenty witnefles ;

'| and not one of all thefe

proves, that I contraditt
myfelf,

On Mr. Hervey’s ufin
one of them, Mr. W,

[ fays, why are you atfuch

pains to increafe the
number of Antinomi=

Py ans?”’
But I do not condemn him as an Antinomian.
Therefore here is no contradiétion.
22. Again. Is not
this, that C/nl}zﬂ has fatsf~
feed the demands of the law,
the very quinteffence of
Anlinomiang'fm? L
Whether it is, or no, it is wide'of the mark;
for this is none of the exprefions in gue&ion-.
23. Again. To fay,
the claims of the law are all
anfwered, is not this An-
tinomianifm without a
oo butit i e of TE7
es: butit is none of the exprefions in queftion.
So it is no contradiion. prefions in quet

Bg 24. Once
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24. Once more. There
are many expreffons in
this dialogue, which di-
reitly lead to Antinomi-
an:fm,

So I think. Yet 1do not condemn all that wfe them

as Antinomians.

25. It is by faith we
build on this foundation,
the imputed righteoufnefs

of Chnft.

So here is no contradiétion ftill.

If faith in the imputed

richtcoufnefs of Chrift is -

a fundamental principle,
what becomes of "all
thofe who think nothing
about imputed righte-
oufnefs?

Here is no contradi&tion. Suppofe I build my
faith on this foundatior, the imputed righteoufnefs
of Chrift, i¢ docs not follow, it is fo fundamental a

grinciple, that all who think nothing about it, will -

e damnned.
26.Butisnotabeliever
cloathed with the righte-
ouinefs of Chrift? Un-
doubredly he s,

27. The mantle of
Chrift’s  righteoufnefs.
Chriftian Library.

28, Chriflian Lijrary.
Nothing.

29. The fole caufe of
ouracceptance with God
is the nighteoufnefs and
the death of Chrift, who
Sfulflled God’s law, and
died'in our ftead,

Goodwin, i.e. Nothing.

Ditto again, Nothing'

againft nothing.

I cannot prove, thatit
was requifite for Chrift
to fulfil “the morallaw, in
order to his purchafing
redemption for us. By
his fufferings alone the
law was fatisfied.

Unddubtedly it-was. Therefore although I be-

“lieve Chrift fulflled God’s law, yet1 do nat affirm he

~did this, to purchafe reden{z{tion for us.” This was

done, by hisdving in our ftead.

80. Verfesof C. W,
31, 32, 33- Title to

Let him anfwer. -
Fohn Goodwin,
Life
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Life. Chriftian Library, | Nothing,
Nothing.

34. The righteoufnefs
of Chrift is imputed to
every one that believes,

Here follows another thundering note. ¢ When
Mr. Wefley preached this fermon, he told the con-
gregation, It was the famd dectrine whick Mr. Romaine,
Mr. Madan and Mr., Whitefiehd preached.  Soit was:
Mr. Wh.did, Mr. R. and Madan do preach the doc-
trine contained in that fermon, namely that “ we
are juftified, fanétified and glorified, merely for the
fake of what Chrift has done and {uffered for us.”

Ditto.

But did I fay, This was a// the doftrine which they -

preached’? ‘No; and no man ir his fenfes could un-
derftand me fo. I did not therefore “ impofe on
the credulity of my hearers, by making them be-
lieve” any more than was ftritly true. . But ¢« did
. they ever hold the tenets pleaded for in the books
publithed by Mr. 7. 2 Whether they did or no is

out of the prefent 'que{iion. They did and do hold -

the do@trine contained in that fcrmon: « Mr. W,
knows, they from their hearts fubferibe to Mr,
Hervey’s Eleven Letters.” 1 hope. not; from any
that do, I expeft no more mercy than from a mad
dog. “ But if he had conftantly preached that
doétrine, how came fo many to tefhfy their furprize
at that difcourfe ?”” Becaufe God fet it home upon
their hearts. Hence it appeared new, though tgxey
had heard it over and over. ¢ How came they to
prefs the printing of it, in order to ftop the mouths
of gainfayers ?” Becaufe they judged it would affe&
others, as it affcéted them : though I never thought
itwould. ¢ Laftly, if Mr. ¥, had conftantly main-
tained this doftrine, why muft poor Foin Bunyan
be embowelled, to make him look like Mr, /7.2 No:
his calvinifm is omitted, to make him like the
authors going before him; ¢ to preferve a con-
fiftency throughout the work :” which fill is not

done
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done as 1 could with, However thofc that are fond
of his bowels, may put them in again, and {wallow
them; as they would the train of a Woodcock.

35. Lhey to whom the The nice, metaphyfi-
righteoufnefs of Chriftis | cal doftrine of imputed
imputed (I mean, who | righteoufnefs, inftead of
truly believe) are made.| furthering men -in holi-
righteous by the Spirit of I nefs, makes them fatistied
Chrift. . voi'ithout any holinefs at

all.

* I have known athoufand inftances of this. And
yet % they who truly believe in Chrift, are made
righteous by his Spirit.” Where is the contradiftion
between thefe propofitions?

86. Chriftian Library.| Nothing.

7. Chrift is now the Baxter’s Aphorifms go
righteoufnefs of all that | for nothing,  Rickard
truly believe. _ Baxter isnot 7. W,
38,39, 40,} Nothing Nothing.

41, 42, 43, againit,

44. Toallbelieversthe |  Gosdwin: Nothing.
righteoufnefs of Chrift is
imputed. . :

e have now examined four and forty witneffes;
but fill have no proof, that I contradift myfelf,
either with regard to the covenant, eleftion and perfe-
verance, or the imputed righteoufusfs of Chrift. 1th
regard to this, the thing that we are juftified merely
for the fake of what Chrift has done and fuffered, I
have conftantly and earneftly maintained, above
four and thirty years. And I have frequently ufed
the phrafe, hoping thereby to pleafe others, for thar
good, to edification. But it has had a contrary
effe&, fince fo many improve it into an objeétion,
Therefore I will ufe it no more, unlefs it oceurin an
hymn, or fteal upon me unawares: I will endea-
vour to ufe only fuch phrafes, as are fizi@ly feriptural,
And I will advife all my brethren, all who are in
conne&tion with me, throughout the three kingdoms,

£ to
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to lay afide that ambiguous, unfcriptural phrafe,
which is (o liable to be mifinterpreted, and to {peak
in all inftances, this in particular, as the oracles of

God.
1V.

Suffering the penalty |  Suffering the penalty
isnot allthelaw requires, | is all the law requires.
pe 132, ' )
- 45 Sofaysthe Chriflian )~ So fays Foim Goodwin.
thrary. .
Buf this does not prove, .that I contradi& myfclf,

- V. .

St. Pau! [peaks of the St. Paul does not freak
law as a perfon : of the law as a perfon.
N . p-138. ]

- 46. The law is here} This way of fpeaking
fpoken of as a perfon, to | of the law a4 perfon in-
which, as to an hufband, | jured and to %2 jatisfied,
L and death are afcribed. | feems hardly defenlible,

There is no contradi€tion here. 1 do aftirm St.
Paul fpeaks of the law, “ asa perfon, to which as
an hufband, life and death arc afcribed.”. Butl
deny, that he fpeaks of it % as a perfon injured,
and to be fatisfied.”

VI.

- For a twofold juftica- Againft a twofold julfe
tion, tification. :
47. Mr. F, affirms, juf- The juftification {pok-
tification is twofold. en of by St. Paul to the

Romans, and in our arti.
cles, is bne and no more,

’ . 133.
Moft true. And yet o}:n I_?grd {Matt. xii. gy.)
fpeaks of another juftification, Now I think one
and one make two.
: VII.,
For ajuftified flate, Againftajuftified ftate.

. 139,
P13 ~ 48. The
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48. The ftate of a juf-
tified perfon is inexpref

Does not talking of g
juftifiedorfan&ified ftate,

fibly great and glorious, |tend to miflead men?
It frequently does. Bus
where is the contradic-
tion ?
VIIIL.

. They who are once
~ Juftified, are juftified for
ever.
49. Chriftian Library.
Nothing, ¥ 7

They who are juftified
may become total apge
{tates, i

IAK.

Works are a condition

of juftification. p. 134.

0. Salvation (i. e. glo-

Ty,) is not-by the merit of

works, but hy worksasa
epndition,

This propofition does
not fpea{o -juftification.
So it is nothing to the
purpofe.

‘Whoever defires to
find favour with God
fhould ceafe from evil and
learnto do well. Whoever
repents, {hould do works
smeet for repentances  And
if this is not in order to
find favour, what does
be do them for ?-

All this.I believe flill,

‘Works are not a cone
dition of juftification.

I believe no (good)
works can be previous to
Juftification; mor confe~
quently a condition of it.

1. If a man could bs
holy, before he was jul-
tified, it would fet his.
juftification afide.

5¢. Thou canit do nos
thing but fin, till thow
art juftified,

53. We allow, that
Godjuftifies theungodly,.
him that to that heur,
is full of all evil, void of:
all good : and him that
worieth not, that till
that moment, worketh
no goodnefs.

“ But Mr. I7. fays, Who-.

ever defires to find favour with God, fhould ceafe

Srom evily learn to do well” &c.

Doces not the

bible fay fo? Who can deny it ? Nay, but Mr. #.
afks, ¢ If this be not in order to find favour, what

does
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does he do them for?” And I afk it again. Lt
‘Mr. H.or any one elfe, give me an anfwer, So if
there is any contradi€tion here, it is not I contra-
di& myfelf, but Ifaiah and our Lord that contradi&
St. Paul,

X.

Againftjuftificationby
the a&t of believing,

54. But do not youput
faith in the room of
Chrift and his righteouf-
nefs? No: I take parti-
cular care to put each of

thefe in its proper place,

For juftification bythe
a&t of believing.

The faith which {s
faid to be imputed to
Abraham for righteouf-
nefs is faith properly ta.
ken ; and not the righte-
oufnefs of Chrift appre-
hended by faith,

This is putting cach of thefe in its proper place. The

righteoufnels of Chrift is the mentorious caufe of our
Juftification, That is its proper place. Faith in
Him that gave himfclf for us, is the condition of
juftification. That is its proper place. . )

I am juftified through tie righteoufnefs of Chrift,
as the price ; through faith as the condition. 1 do
not fay, neither docs Goodwin, faith is that, for
which we- are accepted. But we bothfay. Faith
is that, through which we are accepted. We are
juftified, we are accepted of God, for the fake of
‘Chrift, through faith Now certainly there is no
contradi&ion in this ; unlefs # contradi&ion to Mr,
H.’s notions,

55+ Although we have
faith, hopeandlove, yet
-we muft renounce the
werit of all, as far too
weak to deferve our jufti-
fication ; for which we
smuft trut only to the
werits of Chrift,

That which is the
condition of juftification,
is not the righteoufnefs of
Chrift. .

Moft true; otherwife
we confound the conditi-
on with the meritorious
caufz, fpoke of in the op-
poiite column,

XI,
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XL

Juftification by faith
alone i§ Articulus flantis
el cadentis ecclefie. All
who do not hold it muft
perifh everlailingly.

56. Of this may be af-
firmed, (what Luther af-
firms of juftification by
faith) that it is Aréicilus
Slantis vel-cadentis ecclefie,
the pillar of that faith of
which alone cometh fal-
vation; that faith which
unlefs 2 man kecep whole
and undecfiled, without
doubt he fhall perifh
everlaftingly.

Juftification by faith
alone is not Articulus flan-
tis vel cadentis ecclefiz.
Some may doubt of it,
yea deny 1t, and yet not
perith everlaftingly., 127,

A pious churchman
who has not clear concep-
tions of juftification by
faith, may be faved ; yea,
amyltic, (Mr. Law for
inftance) who denies.mf.
tification by faith. If o,
the doftrine of juftificati-
on by faith, is not Arti-
culus fiantis vel cadendis cos
clefie. .

It is certain, here is a jeeming contradiftion: but

it is not a rezl one.

For thele two oppolite propo-

fitions, do not fpeak of the fame thing, The latter
{pcaks of jujfification by faith: the former of, truj.
ting in the righteoufucfs or merits of Chrift: (Juftifica.
tion by faith is only mentioned incidentally in a

arenthefis.) Now although Mr. Law denied jufti-
Ecaﬁon by faith, hemighttrug inthe merits of Chrift,
1t is this, and this only that I affirm, (whatever
Luther does,) to be Aréeculus flantis vel cadentss eccle-

Jas .

XII .
Mr. W. is a Calvinift in Mr, 7. has leaned toe
the point of Juftification. | much toward Calvinifm
in this point.
We have leaned toe

57.1 think on Fuftifica-
much toward Calvinifm.

tion jult as I have done

thefe feven and twenty | p. 141, . -

years, and juft as Mr. But not in this point :

Caluin docs Not asto Juftification by
fs‘ith. )

We
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We‘ ftill agree with him, that the merits of
Chrift are the caufe, faith the condition of Juftifi-

cation,

58. I have occafional-
ly ufed thofe expreflions,
* tmputed Righteoufnefs, the
Righteoufnefs of Chrift and
the like.
ufed them in any other
fenfe than that wherein
Mr. C. does.

59. Mr. W. does ap-
prove the expreflion why
me?

My Brother ufes it in
an Hymn,

But I never |

Goodwin, Nothing,

Mr. W. does not ap-
prove the expreflion why
me?

Mr. F, fays, Mr. W.
doubts concerning it.

P 140.

This proof halts on both feet. ¢ But why did

not Mr. W. ftrike out of Mr. F’s. Manufcript, the
expreflions concerning himf{elf?” Becaufe he thought
them a proper counter-ballance to the contumelious .
expreflions of Mr, H,

. XIV.

Our fin is imputed to

Our fin is not imputed
Chrift, and Chrift’s righ-

to Chrift, nor Chrift’s

teoufnefs to us. righteoufnefs tous. p. 130
60. ) Chriftian Library.
61. % Nothing.
XV

Both Adam’s fin and
Chrift’s righteoufnefs are
imguted. p- 13t.

" Neither Adam’s fin nor
Chnift’s . righteoufnefs is

imputed,

3. Nothing againft nothing.
In what fenfe I believe the Chriftian Library te -
be alltrue, 1 have declared above. '

. XVI
Mr. W, holds Free-

willk -

" Mr. W, wonders how
any man can hold Frece

will,
640 Ml‘o
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64. Mr, F.holds Free-
will,

Mr. 7, denies it.

This may prove, that Mr. . contradiéts Mr. F,
but it can never prove that he contradiéts himfelf,
" But indeed both Mr. F. and Mr. W, abfolutcly de-
ny Natural Free-will: 'We both fteddily affert, that

the will of man is by nature free only to evil.

Yet

awe both believe, That every man has a meafure of
Free-will reftored to him 4y Grace,

XVII.

For the do@trine of
Merit, .

65. We are rewarded
according to our works,
yea, becaufe of ourworks.
How doesthisdiffer from
for the fake of our works?
Andhowdiffersthisfrom
Secunduramerita operum,
or as our works deferve #
Can you fplit this hair?
I doubt, I cannot”
I fay fo ftill, Let Mr.
H. if he can.

Againft the do&rine of

Merit.

And yet I ftill main-
tain, “There is no merit,
taking the word ftriétly,
butin theblood of Chrift:
That falvation is not by
the merit of works. And
that there is nothing we
are, or have, or do,

‘which can, &ri&lepcak-
thing

ing deferve the lea
at God’shand, -

. And all this is no more than to fa{', Take the

word Merit in a firiét fenfe, and I utterly renounce
it. Take it in aloofer fenfe, and tho’ I never ufe it,
yet I do not condemn it. Therefore with regard
to the word Merit, 1 do not contradi&t myfelf at all.

XVIIIL.
For a fingle Life. Againft a fingle Life.
. 66. Mr. I¥. fays his| Whythen did Mr. W,

thoughts on a fingle life, | marry?—For reafons beft:

are juft the fame they | known to himfelf. p. 136
have been thefe thirty
years. .

67. He advifes, that | I advife fingle perfons

we
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we fhould’
marriage.

pray .agaﬁnﬂ |

Be this right or wrong,
tion.

to pray, “ That they may
prize the advantages they
erjoy.”

ﬁifl here is no contradic- -

XIX.

For gay Apparel.
68. To make 1t a point
of confrience to differ froth
others (as the Quakers
do) in'the fhape or colour
of their apparel is mere
fuperftition.

So I aduife : but I do >n

- Againft gay Apparel.

Let a fingle intention
to pleate God prefcribe
both what cloathing you
fhould buy, and theman-
ner wherein it fhall be.
made. und.

Wear nothing of a
glariny colour. or made in
the very height of the
fathion.
ot mike 1t a point of con=

Juience.  So here is no contradiétion ftill.

XX.

Againft Tea. -

69. Mr. i, publifhed
a traft againft drinking
tea, and told the tca-
drinkers he would fet
them an examnle in that
piece of felf-denial.

But muft not a man ke
who ftoops fo low as this?

XX
For Baptifm by fprink-
ling.

70. As there is no
clear proof of Dipginz in
feripture, fo there i ve-
ry probable proof to the
contrary,

C

For Tea. ]

I didfct them an ex-

ample for twelve yeirs

Then at the clofe of a

confumption. by v

Fotherg s dircétion, (1
ufzd it again,

adly in want of argument,

I.
Againft  Baptifm by
{prinkling.

When Mr. 7. bap-
tized Mrs. L. S. he held
her fo long under water,
that her friends fcreamed
out, thinkirg fhe had
been drowned..

2 71, Chrift:
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21, Chrift no where,
_asfaras1 can find, re-
quires dipping, but only
baptizing; which word
fignifies to pour on, or

{gbrmlele, aswell as to dip.
cruple, but in ohedience
is no felf inconfiftency.

When? Where? 1
never heard of it before,

Why then did you at
Savannah baptize all chil-
dren by immerfion, un-
lefs the parents certified,
they were weak

Not becaufe I had any
to the Rubric, -So here-

XXII

Mr. W, never adopted
Mr. Law’s fcheme.

Mr. . highly appro-
ved of Mr. Law. PP

Thefe propofitions are not contradiffory. I
might highly approve of him and yet not adopt his

Jcheme.

How will Mr. H. prove that I did? Or

that I contradi& myfelf on this head ? Why thus.

72. I had been eight
_ years at Oxford, before 1
read any of Mr. Law’s
writings, And when I
did, I was fo far from
making them my creed,
that I had objeétions to
almoft every page. p.

) ’85'

To inftrué& a perfon
in the nature of Chrifti-
anity, I fixed an hour a
day, to read with herin .
Mr. Law’s treatife cn
Chriftian Perfe&ion. I
did fo. And an excel-
lent book it is, though
liable to many cbjeéti.
ons. -

73- Anpother liule
company of us met: we
fung, rcad a little of Mr,
Law, and then converf-
ed,

True: But neither does tbis prove that I adopted

Ais fcheme.
7g. Ibelieve the myf-
dic writers, to be one

great Antichrift,

74, Mr. F, affirms So-

I retra@ this. It is
far too ftrong. But ob-
ferve! I never contra-
difled it till now. .

1 do not, I affirm no

lomon
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lomon is the chief of myf-
tics: and Mr. W, acquie-
fces in the affirmation. -

fuch thing, Therefore
all Mr. A, builds upon
this, is only a caftle in
the air.. : :

XXIII.

Enoch and Elijah are.in
heaven,

75. Enoch and Elijah

Enoch and Elijah are not:
in heaven.
Enoch and Elijah are-

entered at once into the | not in heaven,. but only"
_higheft degree of glory.. | in paradife. p. 138,

Notes on the New Teftament, John i, 13, firft
edition. .

But-why is-Mr. H: {o careful to name the firft’
edition ? Becaufe in the fecond the miftake is cor-
retted;  Did he know this? And could he avail.
himfclf of a miftake, which he knew was removed.
before he wrote ! :

XXIV..
For finlefs perfeltion. | Againftfinlefsperfettion,.

Upon this hcad Mr. H. employs his whole
firength. I will therefore the more carefully.
weigh what he advances: only premifing before I
defcend to particulars, two general obfervati-
ons. :

1. Out of the twenty five paffages cited for Perfec--
tion, feventeen are taken from my brother’s hymns.-
Thefe therefore ftrike wide.. Whatever they prove,.
they cannot prove, that I contradi& myfelf.

2: Out of the twenty five cited againft perfeétion,-
fourteen are cited from the fermon on Sin wn believers..
Do I mean in fuch belicvers as are &rﬁfl{d m love ?
Mr. H. himfelf knows, I do not. hy then every
one of thefe fourteen arguments, is an abufe both
upon me and his readers. It is the moft egregious
trifling that can be conceived. I affirm, ¢ Thofe
perfe&ted in love, are faved from inward fin.,” To
prove I contradi@ myfelf herein, fourteen paflages

' Cs are.
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are alledged, wherein I affirm, ¥ We are not faved -
from inward fin, #i/l we are perfeéted in love!”

8. The fume. fallacy is uled, in every inftance,
when fome of'my words are fet in oppofition to
others. The fumis,(weak) belicvers, babesin Chrift,
are not; edult bclievers, are faved from inward fin.
And I ftill aver, there is no contradi&ion in this,

if I know what 2 contradi@ion means.

Now to the proofs.

76. The Son “hath
made them who are thus
born of God, free from
pride.

TFhey? Wkp? Not th

God, whoare perfeled in love

77. From the iniquity

. of fride, and fif, I fhall
be free.

That is, when I am
perfeéled in love.

" 78. They are freed
from wandrings in pray-
er. .

g. Chriftians are fa-
ved from all fin, from all
unrighteoufnefs.

8o. They (adult Chrif.
tians) are freed from all

_all evil tioughts and evil
témpers.

8:. They (fathers in
Chrift) are freed from
evil thoughts.

82. Chrift was free
from finful thoughts.
So are they likewife (a-
dult believers.

83- 1 believe, jome

They are fenfible of
{:-ide remaining in their
earts.

ofe who are thus born of

God’s children are
daily fenfible of pride
and felfwill. - Till they
are perfeéled in love.

Isthis {poken of all be-
lievers? Mr. H, knows
it is not.

True, adult Chriftians.

The (infant) children
of God have in them fin
of every kind.

The evil nature oppo-
fes the Spirit even in
believers; till they are
fathers'in Chrift. -

This do&rine, (that
all believers are thus
_free) is wholly new.

Believers are confci-
wonld
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would fay; « We truft
~we dokeep the whole Law
of Love.”

The reader will pleafe

to rcmem

ous of not fulfilling the
whole Law of Love: .
Not till they are perfetied
i love. .
ber all along, the

queftion is not, Whether the Dcétrine be right or
wrong : (that has heen elfewherc confidered) but
whether I contradift myfelf ? Upwards of fourfcore
witnefles have been already examined on this head:

but no contradi€tion is proved yet.

84. Some do love God
with all their heart and
Jrength.

85. From that hour, in-
dwelling fin, thou haft
no place in me.

86. A finlels life we
live,

87. While one euvil
thought can rife, 1amnot
born again.

In the note annext t

They (weak ) believers
do not love God with all
ther heart and flrength.

Believers are not de-
livered from the being
of fin, till that hour.

Chriftian Lib. No--
thing. .

My brother faid fo
once: I never did,

here are many miftakes,

1. % The author of this hymn did not allow any one
to be a believer, even in the loweft fenfe, while he
found the leaft ftirring of fin,” He did: but he
took the word dorn again in too high a fenfe. 2. Yet
¢ he fuppofes the moff advanced belicvers are deeply
fenfible of their impurity.” He does not: Neither
he nor I fuppofe any fuch thing. g. ¢ He tells us
in his note on Eph. vi. 13. the war is perpetual.”
True : the war with principalities and powers ; but not
that with flefh and blood. 4. So you cannot reply,
¢ Mr. W. fpeaks of believers of different flature.”
Indeed I can: and the forgetting this is the main
caufe of Mr. H.’s ftumbling at every ftep, 5. % The
pofition, that (any bclievers are botalry free from
fin, is diametrically oppofite to Calvinifm” This
is no miftake. Therefore moft Calvinifts hate it
with a perfeét hatred, 6. ¢ Many of the groﬂ':]{]l ?cf
. ‘ c
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thele contradi&tions, were publifhed nearly at the
fame time : and grobadly Mr. . was the fame day
correiting the prefs, both for and againft Sinlefls
Perleflion.” - An ingeniousthought! But as to the
truth, or even probublity of it, 1 cannot fay much,
7. % Thefe hymns contain the joint fentimerts of
of Mr. Fohn and Mr. Charles Wefiry.”  Not always:
fo that 1f fome of them contradict others, it does not
prove, that I contradiét myfelf.

88. Chrift in a pure There are ftill two
and finlfs heart. contrary principles in
believers, Nature and
Grace. True, till they
are peifeét in love.

- That there isno fin in
a (weak) believer, no
carnil mind, is contrary
to the word of God.

How naturally domen
think, fin has no motion 3
thercfore it has no being #.

But how does this prove, that 1 contradi& .
myfelf?

89. Quite expell the

carnal mind.

go. From every evil mo-
tion freed.

“g1. All the firuzgle then |

is o'er.
¢2. Lwreflle not now,

03. God is thine: dif-

Thefe are two of my
brother's  expreflions,
which I.do not fub-
fcribe to.

Let us watch and pray

dain to fear the enemy | againft the enemy within,
within,

Are thefe lines cited as implying, the enemy was
not within® Moft unhappily.  They mean, the ene«
my which is within. .For the very next words, which
Mr, H, himfelf cited but the page before, are,

God fhall in thy flefh appear,
And make an end of ﬁlx)). ’

93. We
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94. We wreftle not with
Sefh and blood, when we
are grown up in Chrift,

No contradiftion yet.
"9, Sin _fhall not 1n our
- flefh remain.

- g6. T cannotreftif fin
in me remains. .

-

97
98. > My brother’s.

99- : .
100. ¢ Do not the beft |

of men fay, We groan be-
in: burdened, with the
workings-of inbred cor-
ruption ?’  This is not
the meaning of the text:
the whole context thews,
the caufe of that groan-
ing was, their longing to
be with Chrift. -

101. Nor does he that
is born of God, fin by in-
firmities; for his infirmi-
ties have no concurrence
of his will. And with-
out this, they are not pro-
. perly fins: that is, they
are not voluntary tranf-
greflions of a known law.

(33 )

We wrefile both with
Slefh and blood, and with
principalites; while we
are bages in Chrift.

Still he (the babe in
Chrift) feels the remains
of the old man.

. Sin +remains in them
ftill: in all weak be-

lievers.,

We groan being bur-
dened with numbcrlefs
infirmities, temptations,
rand Jins. This is wrong.
Tt is not the meaning of
the text. I will put it
out, if I live to print
another edition.  So juft
one fhot in an hundred
has hit the mark.

Many infirmities te.
main, whereby we are
daily fubje& to what are
i called fons of infirmity.
i And they are in fome fenfe
| fins; as being (involun-
tary) tranfgre{lions of the
perfett law.

I fee no contradi&tion Kere : but if there was, it '

ought not to have been mentioned.

It could not,

by any generous writer; fince Mr. Hill himfelf tef-
tifies, it was expunged before he mentioned it! But
fuppofe it ftood asat firft, I flatly deny, that it is

any contradiion atall,

Thefe infirmities may bo
in
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in fome fenfe fins; and yet not properly fo: that is,
fins in an urgroper, but not in the proger fenfe-of the
word,

13. But & Mr. W. has not yet dctermined, whe-
ther fius of furpnize bring the foul under coniemna-
tion or not. 12:. However it were to be wifhed,
that fins of furprize and fins of tnfirmity too were to
be declured mortul at the next Corference; fince
feveral perfons, who pretend to revcrence Mr, W,
not orly fall into cutva,eou. paffions, but cozen and
over-reach their neiglibours; ard call thefe thirgs
butle, innocent infirm:ties.  Reader, weigh well thofe
words of Mr. W, ¢ We cannot fay, either that men
are or are not condemned for {ins of furprize ™’
And yet immediatelv before he calls trem tronfyref
Sfions, as here he calls them fins, Straxge Diwinity

. this. for one who for necar forty ycar: paft ba: pro-
fefled to believe and teach, that fin is taé tranfireffion
of theluw, and that the wages of fin is death.”” He
then brings three.inftances of fins of furprize (over
and above cozeniny and oucr-reaciiag) drunkennefs,
Sornication, and fiving into a pafion and knocking a-
man doww : and ccrcludes, ¢ Mr. W, had better
fleep quietly, than rife from his own pullcw, in or-
der to lull his hearers aflee:, upon the pillew of falfe
fecurity, by fpeaking in fo flight a manner of fin,
ard making the breach of God’s holy law a mere
nothing.”

14. This is a Charge indeed! And it is perfeétly
new : I believe it was never advanced before. It
will not therefore be improper to give it a thorough
examination. It is founded on fome paflages in
the Sermon on Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore no con-
demnation to them that are in Chrift Fefus. who walk not
after the flfh, but after the Spirit. In order to give a
clear view of the doftrine thercin delivered, I muft
extral the fum of the fermon.

I thew, I. Who are thofe that arein Chrift Fefus
¢ Thofe who arc joined to the Lord in one fpirit,

whe
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who dwell in Chrift and Chrift in them, And
whofoever abideth in him, finueth not, walketh not after
the flefh, that is, corrupt nature. Thefe abftain from
every defign, and word, and work, to which the
corruption of nature lcads. (p. 145.) They walk
after the Spirit both in their hearts and lives. By
him they are led into every holy defire, into every
divine and heavenly temper, till every thought of
their heart is holinefs to the Lord.

¢ They are alfo led by him into all holinefs of
converfation. They excicife themfelves day and
night, to do only the things which pleafe God: in
all their outward behaviour, to follow him, w/o I ft
us an example, that we might tread in his fleps: in all
their intercourfe with their neighbour, to walk in
juftice, mercv, and truth ; and whatfoever they do, in
every circumftance of life, to do all to the glory of
God.” p. 26, o

Is here any room for “ cozening and over reach-
ing " For ¢ flying into outrageous paflions P Does
this give any countenance, for “ knocking men
down?” For “ drunkennefs, or fornication ?*’ )

But let us go on to the IId head. ¢ To whom
is there no condemnation ¢ To belicvers in Chrift,
who thus walk after the Spirit, there is nocondemna-
tion for their paft fins. (p. 127.) Neither for pre-
fent, for now tranfgrefling the commandments of
God: for they do not tranfgrels them. Thus is the
proof of their love of God, that they keep his command-
ments. (p. 148.) They are not condemned, 3. for
inward fin, fo long as they do not yicld thereto; fo
long as they maintain a continual war with all fin,
with pride, anger, defire, {o that the flefh hath no
dominion over them, but they ftill walk after the
Spirit.” (p. 150.) Is any encouragement given here
to cozeners or whoremongers? }

It follows, ¢ They are not cendemned for fins of
infirmity, as they are ufually called (perhapsit were
advifeable rather to call them infirmities, that we may

. not -
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not feem to give any countenance to fin, or to extenuate.
it in any degrec, by thus coupling it with infirmity.
But if we mutft ufe fuch an ambiguous and dangerous
an expreffion) by fins of infirmity I would mean fuch
involuntary failings, as the faying a thing we be-
lieve true, though in faé it prove to be falfe; or
the hurting our neighbour, without knowing or de-
figning it; perhaps when we defigned to do him
good.” p. 151.

What pretence has Mr. H. from thefe words, to
flourith away upon my * firange divinity £ and to
reprefent them, as giving men a handle, to term
grofs fins gnnocent infirmities 2 -

But now comes the main point. ¢ It is more
difficult to determine, concerning thofe which are
ufually ftiled fins of furprize. (p. 152.) As when
one who commonly in his patience poffefles his
foul, on a fudden or violént temptation, fpeaks or
afts in a manner not confiftent with the royal law
of Love.” (Forinflance. You have the gout. A
carelefs man treads on your foot. You violently
pufh him away, and it may be cry out, ¢ Get
away: get you out of my fight.”) ¢ Perhaps it is
not eafy, to fix a general rule concerning tranfgref-
fions of this nature. We cannot fay, either that
* men are, or that they are not condemned, for fins of
urprize in general.” p. 153.

¢ Reader, fays Mr. H. let me beg thee to weigh

> well, the foregoing words.” 1 fay fo too. ¢ But
it feems, whenever a believer is overtaken in a
fault, there is more or lefs condemnation, as there
is more or lefs concurrence of his will —Therefore
fome fins of furprize bring much guilt and condem-
nation, For in fome inftances our being furprized
may be owing to fome culpable negle&, or to a
fleepinefs of foul, which might have been pre-
vented, or {haken off, before the temptation came.
The falling even by furprize in fuch an inftance
: ‘expofes
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expofes the finner to condemnation both from God
and his own confcience.

¢ On the other hand, there may bk fudden al-
faults, which he hardly could forefee, by which .
he may be borne down, fuppofe into a degree of
anger, or thinking evil of another, with {carce an
concurrence of the will. Now in fuch a cafe the
jealous God would undoubtedly fhew him, that he
had done foolithly. He would be convinced of
having {werved from the perfeé law, and confe-
quently gricved with a godly forrow, and lovingly
afhamed before God. Yet need he not come into
condemnation. In the midft of that forrow and .
fhame, he can ftill fay, The Lord is my firength and
my fong : he 15 alfo become my falvation.” p. 154.

Now what can any impartial perfon think of
Mr. H.’s eloquence on this g:ad ? What a reprefen.
tation has he given of my doftrine, with regard to
infirmities an‘g {ins of {urprize? Was ever any thing .
more unjuft ? Was ever any thing more cruel ? Do
I here ¢ lull my readers afleep on the pillow of
falfe fecurity ?** Do I ¢ fpeak in a light manner of
fin?” Or ¢ make the breach of God’s holy law 4
mere nothing £° 'What excufe can be made for pour-
ing out all this flood of calumny? Can any thing
be termed Jearing falfe witnefs againft our newghbour,
if this isnot? .Am I indeed a loofe cafuift? Da
any of my writings give countenance to fin? Not
o : God knows, Mr. Hill knows, Mr. Romaine (wha'

“correfted this traft) knows it well. So does Mr,

Madan : Yea fo do all who read what I write, un«
lefs they wilfully fhut their eyes.

15. ¢ Thus have I at length, fays Mr. H. brought
this extraordinary Farrago to a conclufion. Not be«
caufe I could not have found many more inconfif«
tencies.” 142. Yes, another hundred, fuch as thefe,
But fee a group of them at once! ¢ His Extraf
from Bifhop Beveridge, is flatly contradifted in his
Edition of John Goodwinh Again, Goodwin is flatly
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contradifted, by his Sermon on The Lord our Righs
teoufnefs. This Sermon is contradiéted in his P'rjer-
vatwe againft unfettled Notions in Religion. This Pre.
fervative is itfelf contradi@ed, by his Abftra& {from

Dr. Preflon.  This Abftrat is itfelf contradifted, by

his edition of Baxter's Aphorifms. And thefe are
flatly contradi&ed, by his Extra& from Bifhop Be-
veridge. And this is-again flatly contradifted, by
his own Thoughts on Imguted Righteoufnefls. Thus
the wheel runs round!” " Thus Mr. H.’s head runs .
round, with more hifte than good fpeed. (If this
curious paragraph be not rather, as I fufpeét, fup-
plied by another hand; even as Sternhold’s Pfalms
are iow-'and then eked out, by N. N. or William
Wifdom.) He forgets, that generals prove nothing ;.
and that he has fagly failed in his particular charges:
Jjuft an hundred out of an hundred and one, having
proved void. So that now I have full right to fay,
# Whence arifes this ckarge of inconfiftency and
felf-contradi@ion ? Merely from ftraining, winding
to and fro, and diftorting a few innocent words.
For wherein have I contradifted myfelf, taking '
words in their unforced, natural conftruion, in -
any one refpeét with regard to juftification, fince.
the year 17487~

16. But Mr. H.’s head is fo full of my felf-incon-

fiftency, that he ftill blunders on. ¢ Mr. W.'s

wavering difpofition, is not an affair of yefterday.

Mr. Delamotte fpake to him on this head, more than =

thirty years-ago.” p. 143. He never {pake to me -
on this head at all. Aﬁc him. Heis ftill-alive,’
* He has been toft from one fyftem to another, from ’
the time of his ordination to the prefent moment.”
Nothing can be more falfe; as not only my journals,
but all my writings teftify. ¢ And he himfelf can-
not but acknowledge, that both his friends and -

foes have accufed him of his unfettled principles in

~ religion.” Here is artifice! Would any man liv-_
ing, who does not know the fal; fuppofe that a
- o gentleman

’
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_“gentleman would face a man down, in fo peremp-
tory a manner, unlefs the thing were ablolutely
true ? And yet it is quite the rcverfe. ¢ He him-
felf cannot but acknowledge” — I acknowlcedge no
fuch thing. My friends have oftner accufed me of
being too ftiff in my opinions, than too flexible.
My enemnies have accufed me of both; and of every
thing befides. The truth is, From the year 1735 I
faw more and more of the nature of inward reli-
gion, chiefly by reading the writings of Mr. Law,
and a few other myftic writers. Yet I never was
¢ in the way of myflicfm” at all: this is another
miftake, Although I did not clearly fee, that we
are faved by faith, till the year 1738, I then publithed

" the fermon on Salvation by Faith, every fentence of
which I fubfcribe to now. : ,

17. But he was ¢ too {crupulous about ufing the
word condition.” (p. 143.) I was fo, till I was con-
vinced by Dr. Church, that it was a very innocent
word, and one that none of the reformers, Englifh
or Foreign, objefted to. Allthis time I leaned to-
‘wards Calvinifm, though more in expreflion than
fentiment. ¢ And now he fairly gives up the ne-
ceflity of a clear belief of juftification by faith alone!”
That is, I fay, A man may be faved, who is not
clear in his judgment conceming it. I do: I dare
not ¢ rank Mr. Law, and all his admirers, among
the hofts of Diabolonians.” Nay more: ¢ I have
proved, that he makes man’s rightcoufnefs the pro-
curing caufe of his acceptance with God, and his

Jalvation, from firft to laft, 10 depend upon the in-
trinfic merit of his own unafifled works.” p. 144. . I
think, Mr. H. ¢ is now got to his ne plus ultra :'”
unlefs he has a mind to prove, that Mr. V. is an
horfe.

18. ¢ ] expe&t you will tell me, that I have ex-
g_ofed Mr. V. particularly in the foregoing Contraft,
bat Mr. /', is expoled, I allow; but that 1 have
expofed him, I deny.” Who was it then? Why,
: Da ¢ onp
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¢ out of his own mouth all that I have brought
againft him procceds.” -

Not fo. All that I have wrote (except one fen-
tence out of an hundredand one) is well conliftent
with itfelf, provided the words be taken in theit
plain, natural fenfc, and oné part of them in con-
nexion with the other. But whoever will ufe Mr.
H.’s art of twifting and torturing words, may make
them fay any thing, and extra&t Pelagianiim, Arian-
ifm, or anv thing h: pleales, out of any thing that
can be {poken. By this art he that cries out againft
Mr. FUs art, has found, that is, created above an
hundred contraditions in my works, and  could
find abundance more.” Ay. five hundred: Under
his forming hand, contradiétions fpring up asquick
as muthrooms. And he that reads only (asis the
manner of a thoufand readers) the running title at
the top of each page, :

For Ele&ion. Againft Elc&ion.
For Sinlefs Perfe&tion. - | Againft Sinlefs Perfec-
‘ | ton.
- For Imputed Righteouf- | Againft Imputed Righ-
nefs. teoufnefs.

And foon; will readily fay, “ What a heap of con-
tradi&ions, flat, palpable contradi&ions is here?*
Here! Where? ¢ Why, at the top of every
page.” True; and there lies the firength of the,
caufe.. The propofitions themfelves are plain’
enough : but neither Mr. H, nor any man living
<an prove them,

19. But if fo, if all this laboured Contraft, be
only the work of .a creative imagination, what has
Mr. H. the cat’s-paw of a party, been doing all this
time? Has he not been abundantly doing evil, that
. good might come, that the Dear Decree of Reproba-

* tion might ftand? Has he not been faying all manner

- of evil falfely, pouring out flander like water, a firft,
afecond, a third time, againft one that never wil-
lingly
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lingly offended him? And what recompence can
he make (be his opinions right or wrong) for
having fo deeply injured me, without any regard
either to mercy or truth? 1f he énot I myfelf) has
indeed expofed me in fo unjuft ardd inhuman a man- .
ner, what amends can he make, as a chriftian and
a gentleman, to God, to me, or to the world? Can
he gather up the foul, poifonous water, which he
has fo abundantly poured out? If he fill infifts, he
has done me no wrong, he has only fpoken the truth
tn love: If heis refolved at all hazards to fight it
out, I will meet him on his own ground. Waving
all things elfe, I fix on this point, ¢ Is that fcurri-
Ious hotch-potch, which he callsa Farrago, true or
falfe ?” 'Will he defend or retra& it? An hundred .
and one propofitions are produced. as mine, which
are affirmed to contradi& other propofitions of mine.
Do I in thefe hundred and one inftances, contradi&
myfelf, or do I not? Obferve: the queftion is,
‘Whether I contradi&@ myfelf # Not whether I con-
tradi& fome body elfe: be 1t Mr. Baxter, Goodwin,
Fletcher; the-Chriftian Library ; or even my own
Brother. Thefe are not myfeif. ¢ Nay, but you
have publithed them.” If I publifh them ten times
“ever, ftill they are not myfelf. 1 infift upon it, that -
no man’s words but my own can ever prove, that I
contradi&® myfelf. Now, if Mr. H. fcorns to yield,
let him fall to work, and prove by my own words,
That I contradi& myfelf (that js the prefent quef-
tion) in thefe hundred inftances. If he can prove
this, 1 am a Blunderer; I muft plead guilty to the
charge. If he cannot, he is one of the moft cruek
and inhuman Slanderers, that ever fet pen to paper..
20. I blefs God, that the words cited from the
Sermon on Catholic Spirit, do quite ¢ come to my--
felf:” Not indeed as I am painted by Mr. H. but
as I really am. From the year 1738, 1 have not
been ¢ unfettled as to-any fundamental doétrine of
D3 the
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the gofpel.’: No, not in one : I am as clear of this

charge, as of that wonderful one advanced in the
note, p. 146. ¢ Though this Sermon be intitled,

Catholic Spirit, yet it inculcates an attendance upon

one only Congregation: In other words, Hear me,
and thofe ¥ fend out, and no body elfe.” Mr. H, him-
felf knows better: He knows I advife'all of the
church, to hear the parifh.minifter. I do not ad-
- vife, even diffenters of any kind, not to hear their
own teachers. But I advife all, Do not heap to
yourfelves preachers, having itching ears. Do not run
hither and thither to hear every new thing; elfe

ou will be eftablifhed in nothing. “ However

1t i> by firatagems of this fort, that he holds fo many

fouls in his_fhackles, and prevents them from comin

to the knowledge of all the glorious truths of the Gof=
el ‘

Obferve, Gofpe! is with Mr. H. the fame as

Calvinifm.  So where he fays, ¢ there is no Gofpel,”

he mcans no Predeftination. By the fame figure of

fpeech, fome of his admirers ufe to fay, ¢ there is

%0 honey in the. book.” Here lies the core: thisis -
the wrong, for which the bigots of this gofpel will
éxc , who .~

never forgive me. And all thofe are
¢ rank all eleftion doubters among Diabolonians.)”
Such is Mr. H. a bigot in grain, while he fets his:
hand to that gentle fentence. Nay further fays he,
¢ I eannot help informing my readers,” (noy if he
did, he muft burft) ¢ that inthe Life of Mr. Philip-
Henry, publifhed in his Chrifian Library, he has
~artfully left out Mr. Henry’s Confeffion of Faith.””

Artfully | No'; Honeftly 3 according to the open pro-
feffion in the Preface cited before.

21. Yet Mr. H. this Mr. H, fays to Mr. Fl.
¢ Suffer not bitter words and, calumnious expreffions to
difguife themfelves under the appearance of plain-
nefs.” p. 147. Bitter words! (E,an Mr. H. imagine

there is any harm in thefe? Mr, H. that eites the -

Judicious

P
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Judicious Mr. Toplady! That admires the farhous
Eleven Letters, which are bitternefs dduble diftilled !
‘Which overflow with little élfe but calumnious ex-
prefions, from the beginning to the end! Mr. H.
that himfelf wrote the Review, and the Farrago!
And does he complain of Mr. Fl.’s bitternefs? Why,
he may be a little bitter; but not Mr. F. Alterin%
the perfont alters the thing! « If it was your bul
that gored mine, fays the judge in the fable, that is
another cafe !” _
az. Two objeftions to my perfonal condu&t, I
have now briefly to confider. 1. “ Mr. W, em-
braced Mr. Shirley as a fiiend at the Conference,
and then direély went out, to give the fignal for
war.” p. 150, This is partly truc. It is true, that
although I was not ignorant of his having deeply
injured me, yet I freely forgave Lim at the Confe-
rence, and again ¢ embraced him asa friend.” But
it is not true, that I « dire@tly went out, to give the
fignal for war.” - ¢ Nay, why elfe did you confent
to the publithing of Mr. F.’s letters?” Becaufe 1
judged it would be an effe€tual means of undoing
the mifchief which Mr. S, had done. Not that I
am now forry (though I was) for what he has
done, for his publication of that bitter circular let-
ter. For I now clearly difcern the hand of God,
throughout that whole affair. Both my Brother and
1 ftillindulged the fond hope, of living in peace
with our warm Calvinift brethren: But we now give
it up; our eyes are open; we fee what we have to
expeét. We look for neither mercy nor juftice at
their hands: If we find any, it will be clear gains.
23. The fecond obje&ion is, « Mr. ., acknow-
ledged the unguarded manner in° which the Minutes
were drawn up : and yet immediately after defended
them.” I anfwer, How did I « acknowledge the
unguarded manner ’ The plain cafe was this. X
feck peace, and would do any thing for it, wlhich
: g can
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I can with a fafe confcience. On this principle it
was, that when Mr. §. read over his Declaration,

(I fay his; for it was he drew it up, not 1)} and

afked, If we agreed thereto ? I was heartily defirous
to agree with him as far as poilible. In order to
this, after altering fome words, I afked our Bre-
thren, If they were willing to fign it? Onc imme-
diately faid, ¢ The Mirutes are not unguarded ; they
are guarded enough.” I faid, They are guarded
enough for you; but not for thofe who feek occa.
fion againft us. And oblerve, it is only in this
fenfe, that I {ubfcribed to that expreflion. But I
will not affinn, that my love of peace did not carry
me a little too far. I know not but it would have
been better, not to have figned the paper at all,
24. So much for the Minutes. Perhaps it may
be expetted, that I fhould alfo take fome notice of
what Mr. H. fays concerning Perfe&tion. All his.
arguments indeed, and ten times more, I have an-
fwered over and over, But if it is required, I will
anfwer once more: only premifing, By that Perfec-
tion, to which St, Paul dire&s Mr. H, and me to go
on, Heb. vi. 1. 1 underftand neither more nor lefs,
than what St. Zohn terms Perfeét Love, 1 Fohn iv.
18. and our Lord, Loving the Lord our God with all
our heart, and mind, and foul, and firength. If you
chufe to call this finful perfeflion, (rather than finlfs)
you have my free leave, ,
Mr. H.’s main argument againft this is, that ¢ it
is a popifh dotrine.”” How does this appear? « O,
Luther faysfo.” p. 25. This willnot do: it isonl
econd hand evidence. % It crept into the churci
firlt in the fifth century, and has been fince almoft
enerally received in the church of Rome.” p. 49.
%Iow is this proved? Either that the do&rine of
Perfeit Love crept firft into the church in the fifth
century ? Or, that it has been fince almoft generally

y

-



45)

may very readily perceive this, by the following
- extralt from Bifhop Cowper.” 1 anfwer, 1. This is
. but fecond-hand evidence ftill. 2. Itis wide of the

“mark. For this whole extra& fays not a word about
the church of Rome. = It contains only a few cita-
tions {rom St, Auguflin aud St. Bernazd, foreign to
the prefent quefticn ; and one from St. Ambrofe, if
it be poflible, more foreign ftill. None of thefe
- touch either of the points in queftion, ¢ This doc-
trine crept into the church 1n the ffth century:”
Or, ¢ It has been (ever) fince almoft gencrally re- -
ceived in the church of Rome.” _

Here I muft beg lcave to put Mr. H. in mind of
one ftated rule'in controverfy. We are to take no
authorities at_fecond-hand, but always 1eeur to the
originals. Confequently, words of St. Bernard, or
twenty faints more, copied from Bifhop Cowper, prove
juft nothing. Before we can urge the authority of
St. Bernard or Ambrofe, we muft confult the authors
. themfelves, and tell our readers, what edition we
ufe, with the page where the words are found:
Otherwife they cannot form a judgment either of
the fairnefs of the quotation, or of the fenfe and
weight of it.

Hitherto then we have not one tittle of proof, -
that this is a popifi doirine; that it ever was, or
is now, ¢ almoft generally received in the church
of Rome:” (although if it had, this would be no
- conclufive argument againft it : as neither is it con-
clufive againit the doétrine of the bleffed Trinity :)
I do not know that it ever was: But this I know;
it has been folemnly condemned by the church of
Rome. It has been condemned by the Pope and his
whole conclave, even in this prefent century. In
the famous bull Unigenitus, (fo called from the firft
words, Unigenitus Dez filius) they utterly condemn
the uninterrupted aét (of faith and love, which fome
then talked of, of continually rejoicing, praying, and

giving
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jving thanks) as dreadful herefy ! Now in what pub-

ic a&t of the church of Rome, is the do&trine of Per-
fe&tion maintained ? Till this is produced, I pray
let us hear no more, that Perfeftion is a popifh

doétrine. )
25. However ¢ the diftinftion between fins and

" innocent infirmities is derived from the Romifs

church.” p. 56. How does this appear? Thus.

¢ Two of her devoted champions, Lindenus and An-
dradius, diftinguifth between infirmities and fins.”
Lindenus and Andradius! Who are they? From
what country did they come? I do not know the
men. One of them, for ouzht I know, might ferve

as an interpreter at the council of Trent. What-

then? Was he an authorized interpreter of the doc-
trines of the church? Nay, and how do you know,
‘that they did fpcak of little, trifling faults, or of mi-
nute and trivial fins # Did you ever read them?
Pray, what edition of their works-do you ufe? And
in what page do thefe words occur? Till we know
this, that there may be an opportunity of examinin
the books, (thougz I fear fcarce worth examining
it is doing too much honour to fuck guotations, to
‘take any notice of them at all.

26. Well, now for the bufkins! Now Spirat tra-
gicum fatis | % And this is .the doftrine, which is
preached to more than thirty thoufand fouls, of
which "Mr. W, has the charge. Then I am fiire, it
is high tiae. that not only the calvinift minifters,

but all that wifh well to the im‘(rgls ‘of proteflantifm”
¢

(fo Mr. S. faid before) « fhould in a body proteft
againft fuch licentious tencts.”  Blow ye the trumpet
. #nSion! Gird on your armour! Make ye vourfelves
réady for battle! Again the trumpet founds: A cru-
fade! An holy war! Down with the hereticst
But hold! What fpirit are you of? -Are you fol-
lowers of peace? Then bring forth your ‘firong rea-

Jons s Speak the truth in love, and we are 1gady ‘to
- meet,
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meet you. But really all this talk of my licentious

dofirine; is a mere copy of Mr. H.’s countenance,
‘He knows, and. all in England know, (whoever
have heard my name) that 1t is not to0 loofe, but too
Siriét doftrine I am conftantly accufed of. There-
fore all this blufter, about * my fuperfeding the

law,” has not only no truth, but no colour, no_ "
laufibility. And when Mr. H. calls fo gravely for
%r, Crifp, to ¢ fweep away all my Antinowmian rub-

bifh,” fhall we laugh or weep ?
Cuivis facilis rigid qenjgra cachinni.
Rather let us drop a tear on human infirmity.

27. So much for the firft grand argument againft
Perfeftion, That it is generally received in the
church of Rome. The fecond is, ¢ It was generally
received among the ranting Anabaptifts in Ger-
many.” p. 49. What author of note teftifies this?
I allow no fecond-hand authority ; but defire to know,
what German hiftorian of credit has recorded it?
And in what page of his works? When this is al-
certained, then we may obferve, it proves juft no-
thing. o

Agthird argument againft Perfeion is, that ¢ it
was maintained by many wild Ranters in London.”
Wild enough! Although no frefs is to be laid on
Mr. H.s informations concerning them; fome of
which are altogether falfe, and the reft imperfe&
enough. But fuppofe they were all true, what
would follow ? Many hearers abufing the doc-
trines I teach, no more prove’ that thofe doétrines
are falfe, than the German Ranters proved that Lu-
ther’s were fo. '

28. Is it another argument, that ¢ the monitrous
do&trine of Perfeftion turns fome of its deluded vo-
taries into monfters? p. 44. This may be proved
from the cafes of Bell and Harris; the former of
whom prophefied, that the world would be at an
endthe laft of February : the latter was fcized with

raging
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taging madnefs, and died blafpheming in a moft

dreadful manner.” .

It would be ftrange, if George Bell were not
brought upon the ftage, as he has been an hundred
times over. As for poor Benjamin Harris, 1 believe,
as a punifhment for his pride and uncharitablenefs,
God permitted him to be ftruck in an inftant with
diabolical madnefs; But it did not continue to his
death: He did not die blafpheming. I faw him
myfelf quiet and compofed: and he calmly deli-
vered up his foul to God. '

-~ See another inftance. ¢ A friend of mine lately

informed me, that an eminent Preacher of Perfec-

tion told him, that he had not finned for fome years,
and that the Holy Ghoft had defcended and fat on

him and many others in a vifible manner, ashe did

upon the apoflles on the day of Pentecoft.” Pleafe

to name the man : otherwife an hundred fuch tales

:;'ill weigh nothing with men of fenfe and can-
or. -

Behold a fourth. ¢ Laft year I myfelf converfed
with a gentlewoman of fuch high Perfeftion, that
fhe faid, No man could teach her any thing, and
went to no place of worfhip for years together :
However fhe was a {cold, and beat her maid.” Per-
haps fo, - And what is that to me? If {he is a mem-
ber of our Society, tell me her name; and fhe will
be in it no longer. This is our glorying. It muft
be, that many members of our Society will from:
time to time grow weary of well-doing: yea, that
fome will fall 1nto fin. But as {oon as thisappears,
they have no more place amongus. We regard no
man’s perfon, high or low, rich or poor. A difor-
derly walker cannot continue with us.

. . Again, ¢ Onetold God in prayer, that fhe was
perfcét, as God himfelf was perfe@t.” ¢ Another
rayed, Grant, O Lord, that all here prefent may

Ee perfet as I am perfeét.” p. 45, Till you nas:xe .
’ (4
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the r en, this too muft go for nothing. But fup- ‘

pofe it all true, what will it prove? Only that
there are madmen in the world.

¢ I could alfo tell him of a woman, who was fo.

perfed, that fhe tried to fin and could not.” Pray
name her,

“ Mr, W. mutft alfo well remember a certain per-
fe& married lady, who was got with -child by a
perfe& preacher.” I do not remember any fuch
thing. I never heard of it before,

29. But “ [ hate, fays Mr. /1. the law of rctalia-
ticn,”— Truly one would not have thought it.—
4 And would not have mentioned thefe things, but

that you fet me the example,” . e. but by way of re- .
Y P, y

taliation, ¢ Should you doubt the truth of thefe
inftances, I will lead you to the fountain-head of
my intelligence.” That will not do. In order te
be even with Mr. F., you have told feven fhocking
ftories. Scveral of thefe 1 know to be falfe: I
doubt if any, but that of Georze Bell, be true. And
now you offer to ¢ lcad Mr. F. to the fountain-head
of vour intelligence!” Probably to one or two re-
negade Methodifts, who court the world, by flan-
dering their brethren! ¢ But Mr. . adopts this
wav.” No, never. In my lettento Mr. Hervey, L
occafionally name two famous men: but I do not
{lander them. In my Journals I naiae feveral others,
This is above board: but Mr. #. ftabs in the dark,
He gives us no names, no places of abode; but
cafts arrows and firchrands abroad. And let them
light where tney may, pn guilty or guiltlefs: of that
he takes no care. :

go. It remains only, to confider the Queries,
which Mr. H. addrcfles dire&ly to me.

1. “ Did not you in adminiftring the facrament,
a few yearsago to 2 pe-fet Society in Heft-Strcet Cha-
pel, leave out the Confetfion ?”

Yes, and many times fince.  When T am firait-
-sned fer time, (as I generafly am there, ona Mon-

K ) day)
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day) I begin the communion-fervice at, % We de
not prefume to come to this thy table.” One Mon-
‘day Mr. Madan defired to ftay. Here I fuppofe, i3
% the fountain.head of this intelligence.”

2. “ Did not one of the Enthufiafts then fay, He
had heard a voice telling him, He was all holinefs to
the Lord 2"

Poflibly fo: but I remember nothing of it.

8. * Did not afecond declare the fame thing ?”

%«'ot that I remember, .

g 45 “ Did not George Bell {fay, He fhould never
ie kR .

He often did, if not then.

5- “ Did not one prefent confirm it ?”

Not unlikely : but I do not remember it
_ 6. ¢ Did not another perfet brother fay, He
believed the Millennium was near : for there had
‘béen more conftubles fworn in that year than here-
tofore ?”

Are you fure he 'was a perfeft brother 2 4. e. One
‘that profeffed fo'to be? - As for me, I can {ay no-
‘thing about it, For I neither remember the man,
nor the words, -

¢ This I have put down verbatim from'the mouth
-of a judicious friend then prefent: but from that
time he has been heartily fick of finlefs pevfection™
Say, of perfedt love.

Isitonly from that time that Mr. Madan has been
Tick of it? Was he not fick of it before? And did
he then, or-at any time fince, fay one word to me,
-of any of thefe things? No, but he treafured them
‘up for ten years, and then tells Mx Hill, that he
might tell them to all the world™

7. ¢ Do not'you know a clergyman, once clofely
€onne&ed with you, whu'refuled a great witnefs for
pecfeltion ‘the facrament, becaufe he had been de-
‘tefted in bed with a perfelt ffer P No. 1 pever
‘heard of it before, Surcly Mr. M—— d is'not fal-
denfolow, as 10 inwent fuch a tale as this!

) 1 nced



I need neot fay any thing to your laft anecdote,
fince you (for once!) ¢ put a candid conftru€tion
upon my words,” If I did fpeak them, which I
can neither affirin nor deny, undoubtedly my mean«
ing was, (as yourfelf obferve; ¢ Though I have
bzen Lolding forth the imputed righteoufnels of
Chrift to a mixt congregation, yet I think it right
to caution you of the Society, how you abufe that
doftrine, which to fome, who turn it into licentiouf
nefs, is a fmooth de&rine, of which you ought to
beware.” p. 61. But your friend, it feems, ¢ who
ave you this account,” did not putfo candid a con-
rution on my words. You fay, he ¢ was fo
ftruck, as hardly to refrain from fpeaking to you in
the chapel. And from that hour he gave up all
conneétions with you.” i.e. He fought a pretence;
and he found one!

And now what does all this amount to? Several
perfons who profefled high things, degenerated into -
pride and enthufiaim, an& then talked like lunatics,
about the time that they renourced conncétion with
me, for mildly reproving them: And is this any
objection againft the exiftence of that love which
they profefled? Nay, and I verily belicve once en-
joyed. though they were afterward moced [rom their
Sedfafinefs, Surely nomore than a juftified perfon’s
nning mad, is an obje&ion againft juftification.
Every doétrine muft ftind or fall by the bible. If
the Perfection I teach agree with this, it will ftand,
fpite of all the enthufiafts in the world: 1f not, it
¢annot {tand.

g1. I now look back on a train of incidents that
have occurred, for many months laft paft, and adore
a wilz and gracious Providence, ordering all things
well ! 'When the Circular Letter was firit difperfed
throughout Great-Britain and Ircland, 1 did not cone
ceive the immenfe good, which God was zhout to
bring out of that evil. But no fooner did Mr, F.’s

Ee firlt
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firlt Letters appear, then the feenc began to oper,
And the defign of Providence opened more and
more, when Mr. §.’s Narrative, and Mr. I.'s Let-
ters, conflraincd him to write and publifh his Se-
cond and ‘Third Check to Antiromanifin. 1t was
then indifputably clear, that neither my brother
nor I had borne a fufhicient teftimony to the truth.
For many years, fiom a well-tneant, but ill-judged
tendernefs, we had fuffered the Reprebation 1'}]rc¢u;h-
ers (vulgarly called Gofpel Preachers f) to {pread their
poifon, aimoft without oppoiition. - But at length
they have awakened vs out of fleep: Mr. H. has
aniwered for all kis brethren, 10undly declaring,
that © any agreement with ele&tion-doubters is a co-
venant with death.” Tt is well: We are now fore-
wained and fore-armed. We look for neither peace
nor truce, with any who do not ouvenly and ex-
prefsly renounice this diabolical fertiment.  But
Iince Ged is on our fide, we will not fear what man
can do unto us. We never before faw our way-
clear, to do any more than a& on the defenfive.
Bat fince the Circular Letier has founded the alarm,
has called forch all their hofts to war: And fince
Mr. H. has anfwered the eall, drawing the fword,
aud throwing eway the feabbard : What remains,
but to own the hand of Ged. and meke a virtee of
nceellity P I will no moere detire any Srmimian, fo
called, to resuain only on the defenfive. Rather
cnzale the fiend, Reprebation, to his own hell, and
every de@rine connetied with it,  Let none pity
or {pare one I'mbh of eitber {Lecnlarive or prafiical
Antncmianilm ; or of any dedtrine that naturally
tends thereto, Fowever velied under the fpecious
name of Free Grare Quly recicmbering, that hew-
ever we are treziad by men. who have a difpenfa-
tien frem the valgar rulos of juatice ard morey, we
arc not to falt them ar theit onwn weapors, 1o retum
railizg furailing.  Thefe who plead the caufe lof

the
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the God of Love, are to imitate him they ferve:
And however provoked, to ufe no other weapons
than thofe of truth and love, of jcripture and rea-
fon.

32. Having now anfwered the Queries you pro-
poled ; fuffer me, Sir, to propofe ome to you: The
ame which a gentleman of your, own npinien pro-
pofed to me fome years fince. * Sir, how is it,
that as foon as a2 man comes to the knowledge of the
Truth, it fpoils his temper?”” That it dees {o, 1 had
obierved cver and over, as well as Mr. 7 had.
But how can we accoynt for it ? Has the Truth (o
Mr. Z termed what many love to term tie doctnine
of Fret Gracc} a natural tendency to fpudthe temper 2
To infpire pride, haughtinels, fupercilioufuefs?
Yo' 'make a man wifer 1 his own eyes, than frven men
that can render a reafon 2 Does it naturally turn a
man into a Cynic, a bear, a Tuplady # Docs it at
once fet him free from all the reftraints of good-
nature, decency, and good-manners ? Cannot a man
hold diflinsuifhing grace, as it is called, but he muft
diftinguifh lumielf for paffion, fournefs, bitteinefs ?
Muft a man, as foon 2s he looks upon himtelf to be
an abfolute favourite of Heaven, ook upon 2!l that

oppofe him as Diah.lonians, as predeftinated degsof .

h2ll? Truly, the melancholy inftance now before
us, would almoft induce us to think fo. For who.
was of a more amiable tewper than Mr. Hil!, a few
veais 2zu? When I firfl converfed with him in
London, 1 thought I had feldem feen a man of for-

tune, who appeared tohe of a more humble, modeft,

gentle, friendlv difzofition,  Ard vet this lame Mr,
H. swhen he has once been grounded in the know-
lecse of the Truth, is of a temper as totally different
from this. as light is from derkrefs! He is row
havahty. fupercilicus, difdaining his opponents. as
unworthy to be fet with the dogs of Lis flock ! He

i& -
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is viclent, impetuous, bitter of fpirit! Jo a word
the anthor of the Review ! N

O Sir, what a commendation is this of yotr doc-
trine? Look at Mr. H. the Armunian! The loving,
amiable, generous, friendly man. Look at Mr. H.
the Calvinyft ' 1s it the fame perfon? This fpiteful,
morofe, touchy man? Alas, what has the knowledge
of the Truth done ? What a deplorable change has
it made? Sir, I love you fill; though I cannot
efteem you, as L.d:d once. Let me intreat you, if
not far the honour of God, yet for the honour of
your caufe, avoid for the time to come, all anger,
all fpite, all fourncfs and bitternefs; all contemptu-
ous ufage of your opponents, not inferior to you,
unlefs in fortune. © put on again bowels of mercies,
kundnefs, gentlenefs, long-fu''ering : endeavouring to hold,
even with them that differ from you in opinion, the
unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace !

Bristol,
September gy 1772,
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