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A

LETTER, &c.

Reverend Sir ,

Have juſt read over a pamphler

I written by you , entitled, “ A

Letter to the Rev. Mr. Jobre

*** Weſley, & c. ” You therein tell

that gentleman, in a very military ſtyle ,

that, fond as you ſeem of war, and dif

poſed to meaſuring a ſword or break

* ing a pike with him ; " yet, in a certain

cafe, you “ ſhall diſdain to give him bat

" tle, and that you ſhall only laugh at

• him from the ramparts." ** Through

ܘ

Mr. Toplady's words are all along encloſed with

commas .

out
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out the whole,youſeem to ftand in armour ,

with your ſword drawn, your “ trenches

open," and your “ batteries planted ,"

to fight, as you ſay , “ like the Frencb,

“ with old nails and broken glaſs.”

Whether Mr. Wefley's diſregard to your

letter, his total filencewith reference to it,

arifes from the kind of " diſdain " you

ſpeak of, or becauſe he deems it beneath

his notice, a matter to be “ laughed ” 'at,

is beſt known to himſelf. I however,

couldnot avoidmaking fomeremarks as

I read it, which was not till this day .

No matter who I am : Imean to do little

more than tranſcribe your ownwords.

Hence this letter is ſaid to be written ,-in

great part, by yourſelf.

I intend not the jeait diſrespect :

reverence your office, as a clergyman,

and wiſh, with all my ſoul, to ſee all who

.bear the ſacred character, united in love

and the spirit of meeknefs, at leaſt ; if notin

the ſame mind and judgment : though

that is alſo to be devoutly wiſhed. I

ſhall confine myſelf wholly to part of the

matter of your'letter, without following

your example, with respect to Mr. W efteys

by muſtering together, from every quar

ter ,

1
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ter, all you could collect or deviſe , te

render him odious and contemptible.

And firſt : you ſay “ An opponent

se who thinks to add weight to his argu

“ ments by fcurrility and abuſe, relem

“ bles the infane perſon, who rolledbim

"ſelf in mud, in order to make himſelf

6 look fine.”

The ſeeming inconſiſtency of this

with what follows, muſt certainly have

ariſen from the warmth of your temper ,

at the time you wrote ; which made you

overlook what,in a cooler hour, muſt needs:

trike yourſelf, and make you wiſh it had

been otherwiſe. It is evident you highly

diſapprove “ fcurrility and abuſe," and

conſider an opponent who deals in it, in

a very filthy light ; elſe you would not

have drawn the reſemblance ſo ſtriking

ly, between ſuch an one and a mad

man, “rolled in mud.” Now pray Sir ,

compare your ſentiment with your con

duct .

" You (Mr. Weſley ) have endeavouredi

* to palm doctrines on your credulous

“ followers, with all the fophiftry of a

* Jeſuit,and the dictatorialauthority of a

A 3 " Popes
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* Pope ; and have eagerly endeavoured

“ to diſtinguiſh yourſelf as the bell-we

“ ther of yourdeluded thoulands. ”

“ You act the part of a fly aſſaſſin .

“ If ſuch an opponent can be deemed an

4. honeſt man , where fhall we find a

« knave ?”

“ Conceal that fectarian ſpirit, which

<< betrays itſelf more or leſs, in almoſt

“ every thing you write . "

“ Renounce your low ſerpantine cun

ning."

1.6 Diſmiſs thofe dirty fubterfuges ( the

« laſt reſource of mean, malicious impo

< s tence ) which degrade the man ef

parts into a lying fophifter, and fink a

*** divine beneath the level of an oyſter

6 woman ."

56 .

" I do not expect to be treated by

« Mr. Weſley with the meekneſs- and

“ tenderneſs of a Chriſtian,” ( not indeed

if he followed the example you here ſet

him ) “ but I wiſh him, for his own re

“ putation fake, to write and act with

the honefty of an heathen ."

Yog
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You have, it is plain , ſhewn a migå

ty concern for his reputation, throughout

your whole letter . Could you, Sir , have

taken more pains to vilify it, had he in

feality been an heathen ? But you ſpeak

of fome who “ ſay and do not."
You go

on :

“ Poffefſed of more than ſerpantine

« elability , you ' caſt your nough, not

a year ; but almoſt once än

4 hour. "

once

6 Your ſcheme of doctrines is ſome.

* what like the necromantic ſoup, of

“ which you have probably read in the

tragedy of Mackbetb. "

“ Your doctrines may be tirred in

to a chaotic jumble ; but witchcraft it

s felf would ſtrive in vain to bring

" them into co - alition "

“ I ſhould wonder if you treated

any opponent with equity, or can

5 vaffed any ſubject impartially."

" I would no more enter into a

« formal controverſy with ſuch a ſcrib

s bler, thân I would contend for the

wall
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wall with a Chimney - ſweeper.

« I could with you to keep your

* hands from literary , picking and iteal

« ing." A friendly wiſh ! Query, whe

ther the following advice is equally fo .

64 Go on to chalk hideous figures on

your wainſcot, and enjoy the glori

w ous triumph of battering your nuck

“ les in fighting them .”

Schoolboys, when they fight, fay one

to another, Have you enough ? If either

fay yes, the battle is over.
Some rea

ders poſſibly will be of opinion, here is

ſure enough of quotation of this kind,

at leaſt of nuckle-battery . Here then let

it ceaſe for the preſent.

And yet this ſhort extract, is a ſpeci

men only, ofyour whole letter. Would

not a reader, who had never before heard

of the exiſtence of Mr. Welkey or Topo

- lady, be ready to conclude from hence ,

that, if it be really, as you ſay, -

“ An opponent who thinks to add

26 weight to his arguments by fourri

lity and abuſe, reſembles the inſane

perſon, who rolled himfelf in mue,

in
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6s in order to make himſelf look fine . ”

would not ſuch an one think ,

You have really ſo beſmeared yourſelf,

that whether, in your own account,

you look « fine »
or foul, you need

waſhing all over. For, to every unpre

judiced perfon, it muſt plainly appear,

the weight of your arguments conſiſts

in little elſe, than " ſcurrility and a

“ buſe."
i

The inſanity of the dauber you men

tion, it is true, apologized for the im

proved finery of his dreſs. You , fir ,

would not be thought to need fuch an

apology and happily do not : the

reſemblance is therefore just byt ip

part.

It is indeed matter ofdoubt, whetherany

6 oyſter -woman , ” (to uſe one of your own

compariſons) in the cities of London or

Weſtminſter, could have exceeded , in

debate with a ſiſter of her trade, what

you, a man of yeſterday, in compariſon,

have here written , in point of pertneſs,

ſcurrility and abuſe,” to a fcholar, a

gentleman, and a divine, grown grey, and

well nigh worn out, in almoſt unparalleled

labours in Chriſt's vineyard .

Th .
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The elegance of your ſtyle, and the

beauty of your fimilies, are of a piece

with the “ ſeurrility and abuſe " with

which your letter abonnds. , Inſtances

might bé tranſcribed from almoſt every

other page. I ſhall, for brevity's ſake, re

fer to one only.

You hael, you ſay, been informed

that Mr. Weſley intended to write an

anſwer at large, to your publication ;

that he had fhut hinſelf up , " as

you 'exprefsit, in order thereto ; and

that the penny extract; which has put

you into all this commotion , would be

followed by a fourpenny pamphlet; as 1

fupplement thereto . On this you po

litely Aouriſh .

“ After the teeming mountain had

#been fout up, a competent time, long

" enough to have beenbrought to bed of

an Hercules, forth creeps a puny, tooth

" leſs mouſe ;" (elegant ! ) “ á mouſe

" of heterogeneous kind, having little

more than its head and tail from you .

“ If I may judge of the future by the

“ paſt, and unleſs you amend greatly in

a ſhort time, your fourpenny ſupple

ment, when it appears, will be no leſs

6 incons
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o inconſiderable than the penny fheet, al

ready extant. ” The penny ſheet, you

know , confifts of an extract of extraordi.

naries from your two filling volume of

rarities . You go on. 66 And as mouſe

is not cheap at a penny, I am very ap :

prehenſive the rat,, when it ventures

out, will be far too dear at a groat,'

Was ever any thing more elegant, argu

mentative orſtriking !

“ Poſſibly this letter may fall into the

“ hands of ſome, who are unacquainted

" with the merits ofthe occaſion on which

“ I write ; ” and who will therefore, no

doubt, naturally enquire - What, in the

name of aſtoniſhment, could have given

occaſion to all this foul-mouth'd treatment

of Mr. Weſley ; all this " ſcurrility and

abuſe ? ” « For the ſatisfaction of ſuch ,

it is meet to give them the neceſſary in

formation. Now reader, the caſe, as far .»

as I can learn , is this.

1 1

Sometime ago the Rev. Mr. Auguſtus

Toplady publiſhed a book, price two

Shillings, whoſe natural and neceſſary ten

dency , ( let his intention be what it may)

is to ſhew , that the God of the Spirits

of
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of all fleſh, the univerſal parent of all, is

not a being of univerfal love. That

he has created great part of mankind,

with no other defign concerning them,

than that they ſhould paſs à certain num

ber of years, expoſed to numberleſs ca

lamities in the preſent world , andl" be

miſerable for ever in the next. That

fome poor fouls, do what they may to

prevent it , ſhall ipfo fatto, be damned,

body and ſoul, to all eternity : And that

others, who as far as human penetration

can diſcern , are no better than there ,

ſhall however, infallibly go to heaven :

And all this for no other reafon , than

that the Almighty, in his eternal counſels,

abſolutely decreed to have it ſo . This

is what is underſtood by the doctrine of

eleEting love, and reprobating vengeance.

*** The doctrine of God's eternal and

“ unchangeable predeſtination ,” Mr. Top

lady declares, “ ſhouldbepublickly taught

“ from the pulpit and the preſs ; that

^even the meaneſt of the people may

" not be ignorant of a truth which ,

as he ſays, " is the very foundation of

66 man's happineſs.”
He adds more

over, that “ the bleſſing of the doct

“ grine of ele &tion, riſes in value, propor

tionably
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tionably to the fewneſs of its ob

jects : ” that is , in plain engliſh ; By

how much greater the number of the

damned are, by ſo much the bleſſedneſs of

thoſe who are ſaved is inhanced. O with

what different eyes do men ſee ! At what

“ value ” the ſpirits of darkneſs may rate

this doctrine ; what comfort it may afford

them , I will not ſay : To man, however,

it
appears to me, to be a doctrine full of

diſcomfort and horror, and foul as the

infernal regions ; a doctrine fruitful of

enormities, to ſome at leaſt, and deſtruc

tive of that holy living, which is the ap

parent grand object of all the precepts

and prohibitions contained in the bible.

Mr. Weſley, who believes the direct

contrary to what Mr. Toplady aſſerts, as

above, whoſe whole life is ſpentin preach

ing and teaching, that God is loving to

every man . - That He willeth not the death

of a ſinner, That Jesus CHRIST, by the

grace, or love ofGod, taſted death for EVERY

MAN-- That He gave himſelf a ranſomfor

ALL, and would bave all men to be ſaved ;

and come to the knowledge of the truth

That, as by the offence ofone ( namelyAdam )

judgement came upon all men to condemng,

ition , evenfo, bythe righteouſnefsof One,

UB.00 og rehat

scorin ,
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that is, Jeſus Chriſt, the free gift came

upon all men to juſtification of life.

That the realon why any child of

Adam periſhes everlaſtingly ,
is not

owing to any want of love in God to

that ſoul, or to any deficiency
in, or li

mitation of, the merit of the atoning blood

of the croſs ; but ſolely to the obſtinacy

and perſevering
rebellions

, of thoſe who

reject the only means of the ſalvation
of

man ; who, as an apoſtle hasit, trample

under foot the blood of the covenant, and do

deſpight to the ſpirit of grace : In aword,

who will not come to Chriſt that they may

bave life.

4. Mr. Weſley, I ſay, who thus believes ,

and thus teacheth, every day of his life,

was of opinion, no doubt, that ſuch a

book as Mr. Toplady's, might be attended

with very dangerous and miſchievous

conſequences to many precious ſouls, for

wbomChriſt died. To prevent which , as

far as he could, he thought ( as I ſuppoſe;

for I havenot ſpoken a fyllable to him on

the head ) the moſt effectual method was,

to makea ſhort extract from that book ,

whîch mightcome as cheap as poſſible,

that che horrid affertations, as he deemed

them, therein contained , might refute

themſelves,

This
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This, reader, ſeems to be the exact

ftate of the cafe. Now Mr. Toplady has

taken huge offence, and treated Mr.Weſley

in the manner you ſee, by what I can

gather from the whole of his letter, for

the following particular reaſons.

Firſt, that his two filling volume,

ſhould be, by Mr. Wefiey, reduced to a

penny pamphlet, which Mr. Toplady calls

a puny mouſe, with a mangled body,

havingit's head and tail only from Mr.

Weſley."

Next, that he ſhould interſperſe a

word or query of his, with what he, Mr. ;

Toplady, hadwritten with his own hand.

And

Laſtly , that Mr. Weffey ſhould ſubſcribe

to this puny, pennyextract, the initial letayı

ter's of Mr. Toplady's name,

-The laft three or four lines of the penny

extract, here referred to , ſigned with the

letters, A.T. it is , it feems, true are not

the very identical words of Mr. Toplady,

for whoſe name thoſe letters ftand. But

every reader of his book, who under

ftands plain Engliſh , and is capable of

draw

1
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drawing a concluſion from the plaineſt

premiſes, muſt allow them to be the ſenſe,

the obvious import of numbers of his

propoſitions, tho' not the very words

themſelves. Now , reader, judge for

yourſelf.

You fee, fir, I do not attempt entering

into the merits of the controverſy, between

thoſe who are called Predeſtinarians (many

of whom I love and honour ), and thoſe :

whom you ſtyle Armenians. Such an at

attempt, would be as vain in me, as it

would , I am perſuaded , be uſeleſs to all

the world .

The diſagreement on this, and other

points, between men equally learned, and

equally pious, both at the preſenttime,

and in paſt ages ; I conſider, among a

thouſand other reaſons, as an argument

for endeavouring to maintain a conſtant

ſpirit of tenderneſs and moderation, to

wards all parties, whatever their ſyſtem

Everyman has a right to think

and judge for himſelf ; and it ſeems as

reaſonable for a man to expect another

ſhould fee with his eyes, as thathe ſhould

think in all points as he does. Contempt

and bitterneſs, in ſpirit or expreſſion , are

equally

may be,

2
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equally culpable on the one ſide and

the other. The wrath of man workeih

not the righteouſneſs of God. I, for my

part,, believe there are thouſands of

Calviniſts, who love and ſerve our Lord

Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, and will be

with him for ever. The very fame

I believe concerning thouſands of thoſe

who are not Calviniſts. Some of your

affertions, it is true , ſeem an advance

on the doctrine, which numbers who

ſtyle themſelves Calviniſts profeſs to be-

lieve : and I can no more think as

you do, than I can believe you are in

fallible, or that the bible is falſe ..

Yet you certainly thinkyou are right ;

and act, no doubt, from principle, in af:

firming and teaching as you do. Now

can you, ſir, think thus favourably con

cerning thoſe who differ from you ?

Can you believe the heart of that man :

to be right with God, who , after uſing

every means in his power ; after ex

erciſing the faculties which God hath

given him , with diligence and integri

ty, in the ſearch of truth, adopts a fy

item of doctrines, in ſome particulars,

the very reverſe of yours ? The doc

trine of the univerſal love ofGod our

SayiB 3
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Saviour ; the all-fufficiency of his atone

ment, for the falvation of the whole

world of finners, appears to me ſo clear,

and has been ſo often, and ſo fully de

monſtrated, that, ſuppoſing the bible

to be true, I am of opinion, all the Men

on earth can never refute it . And yet I

truly eſteem , and highly honour, num

bers of perſons who are entirely ofano

ther way of thinking ; and am of opi

nion, that difference in ſentiment, on

the point, will not affect the final ſtate

of thoſe, on either ſide, who truly fear

God , and work rightecuſneſs. Whatever

is of man, love, we are aſſured, is of

God : And be bath promiſed eternal life

to them that love him. Surely thouſands

on each ſide the preſent queſtion, love

Jesus, and fear to offend him. O why

then ſhould they not love each other, as

brethren, unavoidable difference in fenti

ment notwithſtanding ? Surely it is poſſible

to defend a ſentiment, and attempt to re

fute, what one deems an error, with

all the plainneſs, and ſtrength of argu

ment men are capable of, without de

fcending to perſonal reflection, and treat

ing an opponent with “ fcurrility and

abuſe."

1

1
The
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The gentleman, on whom the letter

under conſideration, endeavours to faften

ſo much dirt, has long ſince publiſhed

a tract on predeſtination, which the late

worthy Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to my

knowledge, deemed ' unanſwerable, at

leaſt irrefutable ; and which he recom

mended to ayoung clergyman , of my ac

quaintance, among other polemicalworks,

as the beſt he had ever read on the

ſubject. You, Sir, perhaps may be of

a different opinion .

· If then you would try your hand, and

engage to purpoſe, as you ſeem diſpoſed ,

by your repetition of challenges ; not

indeed, to repeatyour own words, “ likę

“ the French, with old nails and bro .

“ ken glaſs;" but with the approvedwea

pons of ſcripture, the ſword of the ſpirit,

and found reaſon ; refute that pam

phlet, Predeſtination calmly conſidered, page

by page.
You will then be acknow

ledged a champion indeed. Till you

do this, neither Mr. Wefey, nor any

thoſe who agree with him in ſentiment,

on that ſubject, need to ſay any thing

more .

of

Only
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Only ſee that you “charge fairly , "

as you recommend on a ſimilar occaſion,

“ and fire as forcibly as you can.” But

if you perſiſt to employ the weapons

of ſcurrility and abuſe, “ the ſplinters

“ will notonly recoil on yourſelf,” but

your cauſe will be in dangerof ſuffering

loſs. " And remember who has ſaid , and

ſubſcribed his name to it ; " If I can

not beat you (Mr. Weſley) back , I'll

freely capitulate, and own myſelf con

" quered .” Generouſly ſpoken !

Before I conclude, I beg leave juſt to

remark upon one point. You vehe,

mently object to Mr. Weſley, his not

holding and teaching the doEtrine of

grace, and appropriate the holding and

teachingthat bleffed evangelic doctrine, to

yourſelf, and thoſe who think and teach

as you do. This really ſeems a little ex

traordinary

7

If I underſtand right, grace and love,

applied to God, in fcripture, frequently

mean the ſame thing. So do mercy and

grace ; ſeveral inſtances, might be pro

duced . Now it appears to numbers in

theſe kingdoms, that thoſe who preach

and teach , the love, the grace, the mercy,

of
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of God to all men ; who declare that

every child of Adam is an object of the

divine favour, grace or mercy ; that the

grace ofGod which bringeth ſalvation bath

appeared to all men , and is ſufficient for

the needs of the whole world of fallen

fouls ; are , in all propriety of language,

the
proper maintainers and preachers of

the doctrine of free Grace, or ſalvation

by Grace : And that thoſe, on the con

trary, who teach otherwiſe, who limit the

grace or love ofGod , to a certain nun:

ber of fouls, excluſively of all the reſt ,

may more properly be ſtyled preachers

of abſolute , unconditional decrees, than

of the free, rich, boundleſs Grace of our

Lord and Saviour, Jesus CHRIST.

I am, with real deſire that your heart,

and mine, and the hearts of all chriſtian

people, may feel the full import of that

divine declaration, God is Love.

Rev.Sir, with all due reſpect,

Your obedient Servant,

A Reader of your Letter..

London ,

Auguft 6, 1770.

1
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