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PREF A CE

\ HEN 1 cenfider the abfolute Indepen-
deacy of GOD, and the neceflary,.
total Dependence of all created Things

on Him their Firft g ufe; I cannot help fanding
aftonithed at the Pride of impotent, degenerate

Man, who is fo prone toconfider himfelf as a Being

poflefied of Sovereign Freedom, and invefted with
a Power of Self-Salvation: able, he imagines, to
counteraf the Defigns even of InFINITE Wispowm,
and to defeat the Agcncy of OmMNIPOTENCE itfelf,
Te SHALL be as gods, {aid the Tempter, to Eve,
in Paradifc: and Ye A RE as gods, fays the
fame Tempter, now, to her apoftate fons.—One -
would be apt to think, that a fuggeftion, o de-
montftrably falfe and ﬂattcrm 3 a fuggeftion, the

very reverfe of what we feel to be our ftate; a

fuggeftion, alike contrary to Scripture and Reafen,

tp FaZ and Experience could never meet with the.
fmalleft degree of credit. And yet, becaufe it fo -
exattly co- incides with the natural haughtine(s of -
the human heart; men not only admit, but even
relith the deception : and fondly incline to be-
lieve, that the father of lyes does, in #bis inftance -
ag leaft, fpeak truth.

The Scrxpturc-do&rmc, of Predeciermination, lays
the axe to the very root of this potent delufion. -
It affures us, that Al things are of God. That All
our Times, and Al Events, are in His Hand. Con-
fequently, That Man’s Bufinefs below is, chiefly,
to fill up the departments, and to difcharge the
Az feveral
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feveral offices, affigned him, in God’s purpofe,
from evcrlaftmcr and that, having lived his ap-
pointed time, and finifhed his allotted ¢ courfe of attion
and fuffering ; he, that moment, quits the ftage
of terrcﬁnal hfe, and removes to the mvnﬁble
ftate.

" The late dcfcrvcdly celebrated Dr. Youwe,
tho’ he affeCted great oppofition to fome of the
do&rines called Calvinifiic ; was yet compelled, by.
the force of truth, to acknowledge, That ¢ There
¢ is not a FLY, but bas bad Infinite Wifdom concerned,
< not only in its firullure, but in it is deftination.” *
Nor did the late learned and excellent Bifhop
- Hopki1ns go a jot too far, in afferting as follows ;
¢ A Sparrow, whofe price is but mean, 1wo of them’
“ valued at a farthing (which fome make to be the
““ 10th part of a Roman penny, and was certainly one’
¢ of their leaft coins), and whofe Life, therefore, is’
¢ but contemptible, and whofe Flight feems giddy and
% at random ; yet it falls mot to the ground, neither
¢ lights any fwbere, without your Futber. His all-
¢ wife Providence bath BEFORE APPOINTED what
« Boucw it fhall pitch on; WHAT Grains it fhall
< pick up; WHERE it fhall loa‘ge, and wbere it fhall
« BUILD 3 -on what it fhall L1vE, and WHEN it fhall
¢ pre.—Owr Savicur adds, 7. be very bairs of your
“¢ bead are all numbered, God keeps an account, even
« of that firingy excrefcence.~Do you fee a thoufand
. Jittle MoTes and AToMs wandering up and down
“i-in a fun- beam # I is God that fo peoples ity and’
< He GuIDES their innumerable and irregular /}ray-.
“ jngs., Nor a DUST FLIES IN A BEATEN
¢ Roap; Bur GOD RaIseTH IT, ‘CONDUCTS #£’s"
< uncertain Motion, and, by bis particular Care,
¢ CONVEYS if to the certain place He bad BEEORE
8 ApPOINTED for it: mor fhall the moft fierce and
€ teml:e/lﬂou: Wind burry it any farther. —Notbing

* Ccntaur not Fab. Letter IL

£
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< comes to pafs)dut God bath His ends in it, and will
‘“ certainly make bis own ends out of it. Tho the
“ World feem to run at random, and Affasrs to be
 baddled together in blind confufion and rude dif-
“ order; yet, GOD fees and knows THE CoNca-
“ TENATION OF ALL Cavuses anNp ErrecTs, and
< fo governs them, that He makes A PERFECT
 HarMonNy out of all thofe. fecming jarrings and
«“ difcords.—1t is moft neceffary, that we fhould bave
““ our bearts well ¢fiablifhed in the firm and unwaver-
¢ ing belief of this truth ; That WHATSOEVER comes
‘.to pafs, Be. 1T Goop ORr EviL, we may look up
20 the .Hand and Difpofal of All, 10-Ged—In re-
“ fpelt of God, there is nothing cafual, nor contingents
 1n the World. If a Mafler fhould fend a Servant
“ to a certain place, and command bim to flay there,
“ 4ill fuch a timey and, prefently after,. fhouid Jend
““ another Servant to the fame (place]; the meeting
¢ of thefe two is wholly cafual, in re[pcit of them-~
¢ felves, but ORDAINED .and FORE-SEEN - by the
“ Mafter who fent them. So it isin ALL fortuitous
¢ Ewvents bere below. They fall out uNEXPECTEDLY,
“ as to usy but not fo, as to GOD. He forefses;
 and be appoints, Al the viciffitudes of things.” *

- To illuftrate this momentous doétrine, efpe~
cially fo far as God’s Sovereign Diftribution of
Grace and Glory is concerned, was the chief motive,
that determined me to the prefent Publication..
In perufing the Works of that moft learned and:
evangelical Divine, one of whote performances.
now appears in an Englifk drefs; I was particuiarly-
taken with That Part of His Confeffin of Faith
(prefented, A.D. 1562, tothe Senate ot Strafburgh),.
which relates to Predeflination. It is, from be-
ginning -to end, a regular chain of folid -argu-
ment : deduced from the unerring word of . Di-
vine Revelation, and confirmed by the co-incident.

* Sermon upon Providence : from Math. x. 29, 30.
po 93
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Teftimontes of fome of the gresreft Lights that
ever fhone in the Chriftian Church. Such were
Auftiny Lusber, Buycer, Melansiban. Names, that
will be precious and venerable, as long as True

Religion has a Friend remaining upon Earth.
Excellent as Zancky’s original -piece is, I yet
have occafionally ventured, both ta retrexch and
ta enlarge it, in the Tranflastion. TFo this Liberty
} was induced, by a defire of rendering it as cam-
plete a treatife, on the fubjedt, as the allotted
campafs would allow. I have endeavoured, rather,
10 enter into the Spirit of the admirable Author 3
than, with a fcrupulous exa@nefs, to retail his
very Words. By which Means, the performance
will prove, F humbly truft, the more fatisfaGtory
to the Engli/k reader: and, fqr the Learged one,
he can, at apy time, if he pleafes, by comparing
the following Ferfion with the original Latin, both
perceive wherein I have prefumed to vary from ity
and judge, for himfelf, whether my Omiffions,,
Variations, and Enlargements, are ufefuland juft.-
. The Arminians (1 know not, whether thro’ Ig-
porance, or to ferve a turn) affect, at prefent, to
give out, That Lutber and Calvin were not agreec
m the article of Predefiination. A more palpable
miftake was never advanced. So far is it from:
being true, shat Luther (as I can ealily prove, if
called to it) went as heartly into that Do&rine,
ds Cabvin himfelf. He even afferted it with much
_more Warmth, and proceeded to much bar/ber Lengths
in defending it, than Calvin ever did, or any other:
Writer, I have met with, of that Age.—1In the fol-
lowing performance, I have, for the moft part, care-
fully retained Zauchy’s quotations from Luther ; that
the Reader, from the fample, there given, might.
form a juft idea of Lutker’s real fentiments cone.
cerning the points jo queftion. S
Never was a Publication, of this kind, more
Sfeafenable, than av prefent, Arminianifm is the
2 o grand
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rand Religious Evil of this Age and Country.

g has, more or lefs, infected every Proteftant
. Denomination amongft us; and bids fair for leaving
us, in a fhort time, not fo much as the very pro-
,{eﬁm of Godlinefs. The Power of Chriftianity
as, for the moft part, taken its flight, long ago;
and even the Form of it feems to be on the point
of bidding us farewell. -Time has been, when
the Calvinifiic Do&tines were confidered, and de-
fended, as the Palladiam of our Eftablithed Church,
by her Bifhops and Clergy ; by the Univerfities, and
the whole Body of the Laity. It was (during thé
reigns of Edward VI. Queen Elizabeth, ‘games L
and the ﬁreater part of Charles 1.) as difficult to
‘meet with a clergyman, who did nes preach the
Dogtrines of the Church of England ; as it is how,

t0 find one who does.—We have generally forfaken -
the principles of the Reformation; and Ichabod, or,

by Glory is departed, has been written, on moft -

of our Pulpits and Church-doors, ever fince.

 Tbox, O God, baft brought a Vine out of Egypty
thos baft caft out the Heathen, and planted it. .
Thou preparedft room before ity and didft cayfe it tq
take deep root ;. and it filled the land. :
. The bills were covered with the fhadow of it, and
the baughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.
. She fent out ber boughs to the fea, and ber branches
unto 1be river. ven b oken down b ,
. bafl thou then broken down ber bedges, fo thet
ﬂll?’}z, uﬁo pafs by the way, do pluck bﬂg 2 f ;
" Tbe boar, out of the weod, doth wafle it and the
awild beaft of the field doth devour it. :
Return, we befeech thee, O Gop of Hofts! Look
Aown from beaven, and bebold and vifit this vine;
. And the vineyard, which thy right band bath plant-
ed; and the branch that thoumadeft fivong for thylelf!
So will we not go back from thee : quicken us, and
we [hall call upon thy name. ' o
Aq Turn
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o Turn us again, O LorD God of bofis! coufe thy

face to fline, and we fhall yet.be. faved.. Pfalon lxx.

. Never was Defeription more firikingly expreflive
of the ftate our National Church is, at prefent, in !
Never was Supplication more. pertinently. adapted
to the lips of her genuine; Sons ! L
- In vain do .we lament the progrefs of Popery; in
vain do we fhut up a.few private mafs-boyfes ;
while our Preffes teem, and our Pulpits ring, with
the Romift doctrines of Mer1x and FrEe-wiLL:
doérines, whofe native and inevitable tendency. is,
to fmooth the paflage for qur fuller ‘co-alitipn with
'(Jfﬁlicbriji. If we are really, defirous, to fhun,coms
mitting fpiritual Adultery with rbe Mother of bar-
lots gnd abeminations; we mufll. withdraw our feet
Yrom. the way that leadsth to ber boufe. . -

Blefled be God, the dadirines of (race are.again
beginning to Lft up their beads amongft us: 3 fign,
it 13" to be hoped, ‘that the Holy Spirit hath nos
quite’ forfaken us ; and that our Redemplion, from
the prevailing errors of the .day, dreweth near.
Now, ifever, is the time, -for-all, who love our
church and nation in fincerity, to' lend an helping
hand to the Ark; and contribute,- though ever fo
lietle; toits return, -~ - Lo e e

The grand objection, ufually ‘made to thatim:
portant trath, which is the.main fubjett of the
enfuing ftheets; procedes on a fuppofition of par:
tiality in God, fhould the Calviniftic  do&rihe' be
admitted.—If this confequence did reaflyfollow,
Tfee not how it would authorize man to’arraign
‘the conduc of -Deity. -Should an -earthly friend
‘make me a Prefent of 10,000/ would:it not he
unrecforiable, ungrateful, and prefumptuons in 'me, td
vefufe the gift, and revile the giver, only becaufe it
mhight -not be his pleafure’ to confer the fame fud
Wor on my next-door neighbor.?—In"other ¢afes,
the value of a Privilege, or of.a Poffeflion, - is er-

IR I banced,
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banced;: by its-fearcenéfs. A Virtuofo fets but lirtle
efteem on a Medal, a Statue, or a Vafe; fo com-
mon, that every man, who'pleafes, 'may have one
of the fame kind: he prizes Tha! alone, as a Rarity,
which really s fuch ; and which'is not only intrin-
fically valuable, but whichiles' iz few bands.—Were
all-men, here upon earth, qualified and enabled to
appear as Kings ; the Crown, the Sceptre;, the Robe
of-State,. and other enfigns of Majefty, would pre-
fently fink 'into things hardly noticeable.;: The
ditinguifthing grandeurs of Royalty, by ceafing to
be uncommon, would quickly ceafe to be aupuft and
Jriking.- -Upon this grinciplc it was, that Henry IV,
of France, faid, on his birth-day, ¢ I was born as’
“ on'this day; 'and, no doubt, taking the-World
< through, Thoufands were born on the fame day
¢ with me’ yet, out of all thofe Thoufands, I:am,
« perhaps; the'only one, whom Gop'hath made &
“ King. - How fignally am I indebted to the pe-
¢ cuhar' bounty of His Providence?” — Similar
are the refletrons-and the -acknowledgment of

. fuch perfons, as are favoured with: the fenfe of their
Eleftion in CHrift to Holinefs and'Heaven. - ! -

.. ¢ But what becomes of the non-ele82” You have

_pothing to do with fuch a queltion, if you find

yourfelf_embarraifed and diftrefled with the confi-
deration of it. ~ Blefs God, for his Electing Love :
angd leave Him to a&t as He pleafes by zbem that
are without. Simply acquiefc‘c in'the plain Scrip-

ture-account; and withto fee :no farther, than -

Revelation holds the Lamp. *Tis enough for you,
ta know, That tbe Fudge of the whole Earth will do
right.—Yet, will you reap much improvement from
the view of Predefiination, in-i’s full extent, if
your eyes are able ftedfaftly to ook at All'which
God hath ‘made known concerning it. . But, if
your fpiritual fight is weak, forego the enquiry, fo
far as Reprobation is concerned=- and be conter}:t to
[ S now
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kroww but in part, till death tranfmits you to that
{::fe& ftate, where Lu fhall know ever gf you aré
wn. Say not, therefore, as the oppolers of
thele dotrines did-in St. Paul’s days, * Why doth
“ God find fault with the wicked ? For who bath
ﬂﬁed bis will? If he, who anly can convert.
m, refrains from doing it; what rpom is there
< for blaming them thac penfh feeing ’tis meof
< fible to refift the will of the Almighty
fatisfied with St. Paal’s anfwer: Nay, but who m
thou, O man, that replieft againft Ged ? The Apofile
hmgcs the. matter entirely an Gog’s alzﬁlate So-

veresgnty.  There be refts 115 and, therc we ougha,

to leave it. *

Were the whale of mankind eadgr loved of

God and promsfiuoyfly redeemed by Chrift ; the

which Believers are dire@ed to fing, would
fxarfll run in thefe ‘admiring ftrains: To Him
that bath loved US, and wafhed US fram oar fins im
_ His ewn blood, and bath made US Kings and Priefis
wnto God, &c. Rev.i. 5, 6.. An hymn of praife,
Lke this, fcems, evidently, to procede on the
Bypotheﬁs of pecxliar Eleﬁwn, on thc part of God y

¢ Some eof the more conﬁderate Heathens treated Gou.
hidden Will, with an adormg reverence, which maoy 'of ouf
modesn -drmimians would de well to imitate. ’l‘hna Byox
(l(md‘. x Mugr. 18.) -
Kewer s teoins Senig eefa Beo’lowu C .
*Tis not for man, to fit in judgment on thy adions of Gol.

$o Theogeis (ypmm. 141 1429
Axg;ru 3 pdlasa vous{oudy, «J‘o’i“ adwe .
O 3 xdle dtpﬂnov TAYT K TSALT! Vopls
We men are foolifh in our inations, and know w&mg
. Bur l Goa‘: /f‘ all things anarlxag 7 tbnﬁ

And aga“, (Llﬂ 68?, 6880) X
Oug sst Iniloiost weos alavalse paysoady, - .
: sde Puxny amey. sbern 1]o Jepuis. ' ’
i zat la ! for marials, to entes the lifts awith the Gd:.
ing in an accufation againf them, p
’ ah
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and of a limited Redempiion, on the part of Chrifts
which we find ftill more explicitly declared, Rev.
v. 9. where we have a tranfcript of that fong,.
which the fpirits of juft- men made perfef? are now
finging, before the Throne, and before the Lamb+
Tbou wafk flain, and baft redeesned us unto God, by 1by
dlovd, OUT OF every kindred, and tougue, and -
pesple, and nation. Whence the eleét are faid to
have been redeemed FROM AMONG men.  Rev.
xiv. 4. _ : -

‘In fhort, there is no fuch thing, as cafualty, or

accident, even in things of temperal concern: much
lefs, in matters jfpiritual and everlafiing. M the
wniverfe had a Maker, it muft have a Governor -
and, if it has a Governor, his Will and Providence
muft extend to all things, without exception. For
my own part, I can difcern no medium between
abfolute Predeftination, and blank Atheifm.
- Mr. Rorrin, if I miftake not, has, fomewhere,
a fine obfervation, to this effe&: That « It is
«“ wfual, with GOD, fo carefully to conceal him-
“ felf, and to bide the Agency of his Providence
““ SEHIND fecond caufes y as to render That, very
¢ often, undifcernable, and indiftinguifhable from
% Tbhefe.” Which Wifdom of Condué, and Gen-
tlenefs of Operation (not lefs eficacious, becaufe
gentle and invifible), inftead of exciting the ad-
miration they deferve; have, on the contrary,
given occafion to the fetting up of that unreal idok
of the brain, called Chance. Whereas, to ufe the
Jovely lines of our great moral: Poet,

© Al Nature is but ART unknown to thee
All Chance, DirEcTION which thou canft not fee.

. Berds are only fo far valuable, as they are the

‘wehicles of Meaning. And Meaning, or Ideas,

derive zbeir whole value, from their having fome
foundation in Reafon, Reality, and FaZl. Was],
therefore, to be concerned in drawing up an

Expur-
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Expurgatory Index to language; I would, without
mercy, cathier,and proicnbt; luch wards, as chance;
fcrtum’, luck, cafualty, contingency, and mifhap. Nov
unjuftly. For, they are Vuces, & praterea nibils
Mere terms, without- ideas. Abfolute Exgletivesy
whlch import nothing. Unmeaning ¢ypbers, either
praudly, or facri/egiozg/’y, invented; sto_kide: man’s,
sgnorance of real caufes, or 1o rop the DErTY Of
the Honors due to His Wifilopi, Provxdcncc, and
Power.

- \Reafon and Rev¢lation are pérfect Umfons, in
affuring us, That GOD. is the Supreme; Indepens,
dent I'zﬂf Caufe of Whom, all fecondary and. in-
ferior caufes are no more; than the: effeffs:  Elfey
proper-originality and abfolute wifdom, unlimited
fupremacy and almighty-power; ceafs to be attri=
butes of Dejty.—1 rcmemher to "have ‘heard an
interefting anecdote of King WiLr1aM, and Bifhop
Burmet. T

der, <« Howa perfon, ot -his; Majefty’s piety and
« good fenfe, could fo rootedly believe: the doc
< trine of Abfolute Predeftination.”. - The Royab
Calvinift replied ;. Did I not, believe Abfolute P
DESTINATION, I co,ld nat believe @ PRovIDENGCE.
For, it would be moff abfurd, to fuppofes that a Being

of Infinite Wifdom would act without a PLan: for,

which plan, Predeftination is only another name.
What, indeed, is Pivdeflination, but God’s de-
terminate plan of alion? and what is Providence, but
she evolution of that plan? In His decree, .God
relolved, within Flimfclf, what He would do, and:
what He would permit to be done: By his Provi
dence, this effe@tive and permiffive Will paffes i into
external 447, and has its pofitive accomplifhment.
So ‘that the- purpaj?z of God, ‘as it were, draws the
- etit-lines ; and Providence lays- on- the *colors!
What ¢ bat defigned, This completes : what That
- erdained, T bis executes. Prcdcitmauon is analo—
1.x -"" . .. o e gous

Thc Arminian prdate affelted to . wan- .
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us to the mind and intention 5 Prowdence to the
and and agency; of the artificer.. Hence, we are
told, That God werketh [there’s his ProvipeNnct]
all things, after the counfel of bis own Will [there’s
his Decrex), Epb. 1. 11.. And again, He DOTH
according to bis WILL, in the army of beaven and
among the inbabitants of the earth : and none cen flay
kbis band [1. e. bis will, and the execution of ir, are
IRRESISTJBLE nor fzw unto bim, What doft thou 2
1. e. his Purpofc and Providence are soveRrEeigw,
and for which he will not be aztounta&]e 6 his,
creatures. Dun. 1v. 33.

According, therefore, to the Scnpture reprc-
fentation, - Providence neither alts wvaguely and at.
random, like a blind archer, who fhoots uncertauﬂy.
in the dark,.as-well as he can ; nor yet pro re natd,.
qrasthe unforefcen exigence of affairs may require :»
like fome blundering ﬁatcfman, who plunges (it,
may be) his country and himfelf into dltﬁculucs,»
and then is forced to unravel his cobweb, and re-
verfe his plan of operations, as the beft remedy for .
thofe difafters, which the court-fpxder had por the
wifdom to forefee. But {ball we fay this of GOD?
*Twere blafphemy. HE tbat dwelleth in beaven, -
lauzbeth all thefe miferable after-thoughts 2o feera. -
GOD, who can neither be over-reach’d, nor over-
power’a’ has all thefe poff-expedients in derifion.
He is incapable of Miffake. He knows no Levity -
of Wiil. He cannot be furpriz’d with any unfore-
feen inconveniencies. [iis throne is in beaven, aid
bis kingdom ruleth cver all. Whatever, therefore,
comes to pafs, cmes t0 pafs as a part of tbe original
plan: and is the offspring of that prolific feries of ,
caufes and effe&ts, which awes it’s birth to the -
ordaining and permiffive will of HIM, in whom we .
alf live, and move, ard have onr. lrezr’ Providence, .
in time, is the kand, that delivers s God’s purpofe,

i thofe beings and events, with which thar purpofe
2 was
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was pregnant from everlafting, The dolrine of
Equivocal Generation is not more abfurd, in philo-
fophy ; than the doérine of un-predefiinated events;
Js, in theology. s
. Thus, the long train of things is, tho’

A mighty maze, yet not without a plan.

God’s Sovereion WiLr is the Firf link; his
UNaLTERABLE DEcREE is the Second ; and his
all-altive ProviDENCE, the Third, in the great
chain of caufes. What His Will determin’d, That
His Decree e¢ffablifi’d, and his Providence, either
mediately, or immediately, effe?s. His Will was
the adorable Spr7ag of all: His Decree mark’d ous
#be Channel: and His Providence diredis the Stream.
—<¢ If fo,” it may be objected, ¢ ’twill follow,
¢ That, Whatever 1s, is RicuT.” Confequences
can’t be help’d. No doubt, Gop, who does no-
thing i» vain ; who cannot do any thing fo o pur-
pofe, and ftill lefs 2o a bad one; who both afis and-
permits with defign, and who weighs the paths of
ren ; has, in the unfathomable abyfs of his coun-
fel, very important (tho’, to us, fecret) reafons,’
for permitting the firft entrance of moral evil, and
fer - fuffering both smoral and natural evil fill to.
reign over {o great a part of the creation. Un-
Searchable ‘ere bis fudgments [xouclla, decrees) and
His ways [the methods ‘and difpenfations of his-
Providence) poft finding out. Wha bath knows the
pitnd of the Lord, or who bath been bis ceunfelior ?
For, OF Him, and THROUGH Him, and TO
Him, are ALL thigns. Rom. i 33, 34, 36.—As
to mylelf, I can, through Grace, moft heartily
adopt the maxim of Bencevrtus; Non plus fumere,
sion minus accipere® : I neither with 2o kwow more
than God has revealed ; nor to remain ignoramt of -

¥ Orde Temporum, <ap, viit Py 302.

what
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wobat be HAS revenled. 1 defive to advance, and to
halt, juft when and where the pillar of God’s,
Written Word ftays, or goes forward. I am con-
tent, that the impenetrable veil, divinely inters
pos’d, between His purpofes and my compre-
henlion, be not drawn afide, ’till faith is loft- in
fight, and my fpirit returns to Him who gave it.
~But of Tis I am affured, that Ecko does hot res
verberate Saand, fo pun&ua]ly, as the affual difpofd
of tbmgs anfwers to God’s Pre-determination cos
cerning ‘em. This cannot be denied, without
dethroning Providence, as far as in us lies, and
fetting up Fortane in its room. There is no alver-
native. I defy all the fophifiry of man, to ftrike
out a middle way. . He, that made all thmgs,
either diretis ali thmgs he has made, or has con-
figned ’em over to Chance. But, what 18 ch;mcc 2
a name for mothing.

I grant, that the twin.do&rines of Predeftina-
tion and Providence, gre nat without their difficuj-
ties, But the denial of ’em is attended with zen-
thoufand times more and greater.  The difficulties,
on one fide, are but as duft upon the halance:
t,hofo on the other, as mountains in the fcale. To
imagine, that a Being of boundlefs Wifdom,
Power, and Goodnets, would ¢reaze the Umverﬁ,
aid not fit at the belm afrerwards, but turn us adutfe,
fo thift for ourfclves, like an huge veffel withoui,
a Pilot; is a fuppofition, that fubverts every no-
tion of Deity, gives the lyc to every pagein the
Bible, contradr&s our daily experjence, and mfults
[hc commoan reafon of mankind.

" 8ay'ft thou, The courfe of Nature governs fl’l ?
. The courfe of Nature is the Art of Goo.

The whole creation, from the Szraph, down to the
indivifible Aom, minifters to the fupreme will,
gad is under the &:ecu{ obfecvation, govcrnmcnt,

and
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and dire&tion’ of the OmNIPOTENT MIND ¢ Who:
Jees: All, Himfelf unfeen; who uphbolds All, Him-: -
felf unfuftain’d; who guides All, Himfelf guided.
by none; and who changes All, Himfelf un-:
chang’d. e R :
<¢ ‘But does not this dotrine tend to the eftablifh-.
«¢.ment of Fatality?”. Suppofing itevendid, wereit:
not better to be a Cbriftian Fatalift, than to avow a-
fet of loofe, Arminian principles, which, if pufh’d-
to their full extent, will inevitably terminate in the.
rankeft Atbeifin? . For, without Predeftination, there
can be noProvidence; and, without Providence, no-
God.—After all, What do you mean by Faze 2. If
you mean a regular fucceffion of determin’d events,.
from the beginning to the end of Time;- an un-:
interrapted chain, without a fingle chafm; all de--
pending on the eternal /7ill and continued Influence-
of the GReaT First Cavuse: if This is Fate, it.
muft be owned, that IT and the Scripture Pre-
deftination are, at moft, very thinly divided; or,
rather, entirely co-alefce.—But if, by Fate, is meant,
either a conflitution of things antecedent to the will of
God;, by which He Himfelf was bound, ab origine
and which goes on, of #tfzlf, to multiply caufes
and effes, to the exclufion of the all-pervading.
power and unintermitting agency of an intelligent,
perpetual, and particular Providence: neither rea-:
fon, nor Chriftianity, allows of anyfuch Fate as this.:
Fate,. thus confidered, is juft fuch an extreme, on
one hand, as Chance is, on the other, Baoth are, -
alike,” unexifiable. - :
It having been not unufual, with the Arminian.
writers, tQ tax us with adopting tbe FaTe of zbe
Antient Stoics; 1 thought it might not be unac-
ceptable, to the Engli/k reader, to fubjoin a brief
view of what thofe philofophers generally held (for
they were not; All, exactly of a mind) as to this'
Particular, It will appear, to gvery competent:
. o reader,

S — - m— NS
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teader, from what is there given, bow far the
doétrine of Fate, as believed and taught by the
Stoics, may be admitted, upon Chrifiian Principles.
Having large materials by me, for fuch a_work,
it would have been very eafy for me to have an-

. nexed a differtation, of my own, upon the fubjeét :

but [ chofe to confine myfelf to a finall exira®
from the citations and remarks of the learned
Lipsius; who feems, in his Phyfiologia. Stoicorum,
to have almoft exhaufted the fubftance of the ar-
gument, with a penetration and precifion, which
leave little foom either for addition or amendment.
In a caufe, therefore; where the intereft of TruTh
1s'fo eminently concerned ; I would rather retain
the ableft counfel, wheh it can be had, than venture
to be, myfelf, her fole advocate.

For my own particular part, I frankly confefs,
that, as far as the analogy, between the Fase of the

“Stoics, and the Predefiination of the BisLe f, holds

good ;

.. 1 Now I am in fome meafure enlightendd,” (fays a

learned and amiable divine, ftill living), ¢ I can eafily per-
“ ceive, that it is in the adjultment and concurrence of
t¢ feemingly fortuitous cifcumftances, tiat the ruling power
“ and wifdom of God are moft evidently difplayed in human
# affairs. How many fuch cafual events may we remark in
é the hiftory of Fofeph, which had each a neceffary infiluence
# in his enfuing promotion !—Ir the Midiarites had paffed by
¢ a day fooner, or a day later ;—Ir they had fold him to any
t¢ perfon; but ‘Potiphar ;—Ir his miftrefs had been a better
¢ woman ;—Ir Pbainol’s Officers had not difpleafed their
t Lord ; or, if any, cr all thefe things had fallen out in any
¢« other manner, or time, than they did; all; that followed,
# had been prevented : the promifes and purpofes of Gop
¢ concerning [frael, their bondage, deliverances, polity,
¢ and fettlement, muft have failed : and, as all thefe things
¢ tendéd to and centred in CHRIST, the promifed Savior ;
¢« the defire of all nations would not have appeared. Mankind

o a o

"4 had been ftill in their fins, without hope ; and the counfels

*¢ of Gop’s eternal love, in favor of finners, defeated. Thus
* we may fee a ConNEcTION between Fofeph’s firft dream,
a Y3 and
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good; I fee no reafon, why we fhould be afhamed
to acknowledge it. St. Ayfis, and many other
great and excellent men, have not fcrupled to ad-
mit bath the #ord and the Thing, properly un-
derftaod *. I am quite of Lapsius’s mind: ¢ Et
¢ verd non averfabor Soici nomen; fed Stoics
¢ CurisTiani: J bave wo objettion so being called
¥ g Sto'c, fo you but prefix the word CHRISTIAN
«“ 20 it T

« and the Death of our Lard Cuazist, with all its glorious
 confequences. So ftrong, tho’ fecret, is the CONCATEN-
¢« ATION between the greate? and the fmalleff events!—What
4¢ 4 comfortable thought is this to a believer, to know, that,
<« amidt all the various, interfering defigns of men ;- the
¢ Lord has one conftant defign, which He cannot, will n
¢« imifs: namely, His own Glory, in the compleat falvation
¢« ¢of his people ! Aad that He is wife, and ftrong, and faith-
*« ful, to make cven thofe things, which feem comsrary to this
«« defign, fubfervient to promoteit!” See p. 36. & feq. of &
moft entertaining and inttructive Piece, entitled, 4n Authentic
‘Narrative of fome remarkable and ‘interefting Pdrticulars in the
Life of ******2%, ina Series of Letters. 1765,

* For a fample, the learned reader may perufe the judi-
reious chapter, De Fato, in Abp. BRapwarpIN’s immortal

~book De Cuujéé Deiy Lib. i. Cap. 28.

t Oper. T. 1. Def. Pofbum. Cap. I P. 118.

SOME'
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was born at A/zano, a Town of Iialy; firtiate

in the Valley of Seri, or S#in. But the learned’
Joun Sturmius, who was not only Zancky’s Cons
temporarys but one of his moft intirhate friends,
exprefsly affirms, in a 4 fpeech delivered on 2
public and important oecafion, That he was Noil#
hatus familid Bergomi ; born, of an illuftrions family,
at Bergamo, the capital of a little Province, in the
North-Wetft of Italy : antiendy, a part of Gallia
Cifpadana; but; A.D. 1428, made a patcel of the
Venetian territory ; as it ftill continues}. 1 look
upon Sturmius’s teftimony, as decifive: it being
hardly credible, that he could miftake the native
place of a colleague, wham lie fo highly valued,

IT has been afferted®,’ That this great Divine-

* Melch. Adam. Vit. Theolog, Exteror. p. 148. and Bayl's-
Hif. Di&. under the article Zanchius. _
.+ Addrett, by Sturmius, to the Senate of Strafburg, March zo,
562, and inferted, afterwards, into the Works of Zanchy,
tom_ vii. part 2. col. 408. - :

¥ Complete Syft. of Geog. vol.i, p. 843:

az whe,

S
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‘who was living at the very time, and with whom
he had opportunity of converfing daily. = Sturmius
adds, That there was then remaining, at Bergamo,
a fortrefs (built prebably by feme of Zanchy’s an-
. ceftorsj known by the name of Tbe Zanchian
Tower. - ’
In this city was our author born, Feb. 2, 1516.
At the time of his- birth, part of the Public Ser-
vice, then performing, was, A Light to lighten the
Gentiles, 8&c. And, by God’s good Providence,
the RerorMaTION broke forth, the very next year,
in Germany, under the aufpices of Lutker ; and be-
gan to fpread far and wide. _
- At the age of ttvelve years, Zanchy loft his fa-
ther*, who dy’d, of the plague, A.D. 1528.
is + mother furviv’d her hufband but three years.
riv’d, thus, of both his pafents,” Zamchy re-
folv’d on a Monaftic life : and, accordingly, joined
_.himfelf to a fociety of Canons Reguker }. He did
this, partly, to improve himfelf in literature ; and,
partly, for the fake of being with fome of his
telations, who-had, before, enter'd themfelves of
that Houfe. Here he continued mimeteen years:
chiefly devoting his ftudies to Ariffatle, the Lan~
guages, and School-divinity. .
. ]t was his happinefs, to become acquainted,
very early in life, with Celfus Maximian, Count of
Martinengo: who, from being, like Zaacky, a
bigoted papift, by education; became, afterwards,
a burning and fhining light in de” Reformed
Church.. Of our Author’s.imtimacy with this ex-
cellent Nobleman, and it’s blefled effe@s, himfelf

" ® Francis Zanchins : who feems to have been a native of
Vagice ; and was, by profeflion, a Counfellor. .
+ Barbara; fifler to Marc Antony Mutius, a Nobleman of
great worth and diftin&ion.
" 3 At Lucca. See the Biogr. Dig. vol. viii. p. 267, under
the article Paer Martyr,
gives
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gives us the following account *: .« 1 left Kaly
s for the Gofpel’s fake; to which J.was nat a lit,
¢ tle animated, by the example of Count Maxi,
¢ mian, a learned and pious perfonage, and my
¢ moft dear brother in the Lord. We had lkived
“ together, under one roof, and in a ftate of the
“ ftné&eft religious friendfhip, for the greateg
¢¢ part-of fixteen years 3 being, both of us, Canopg
¢ Regular; of, nearly, the fame age and ftand.
“ ing; unifons in temper and difpofition ; per-,
4 fuing the fame courfe of ftudics; and, which
¢ was beuter fill, joint-hearers of Peter Martyr,
¢ when that Apoftolic man publicly expounded
¢ St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, and gave pri-
‘¢ vate lectures on the Pfalms to us his Monks.”
From this memorable period we are, evidently,
to date the zra of Zancll;e’s Awakening to a- trué
fight and experimental fenfe of divine things.
His Friend the Count, and the learned Tremellius,
were alfo.converted, about the fame time, under
the Miniftry of Mariyr., . S .

This happy change being effetted, our Author’s
Judies began to run in a new channel. * The
. ¢ Count,” fays he, * and myfelf betook ourfelves

- ¢¢_to a diligent reading of the Holy Scriptures : tq
¢ 'which we joined a perufal of the beft of the
¢¢ Fatbers, and, particularly, St. fufiin. .For fome
#¢ years, we went on thus, in private; and, in
<« public, we preached the Gofpel, as far as we
¢ were abl®, "ip its purity. The Count, whofe
“ gifts and graces-were abundantly fuperior to
“* mine, preached with much greater enlargement
< of fpirit, and freedom of utterance, than I could
¢ ever pretend to: It was, therefore, no wonder .
€ that he found himfelf conftrained to fly . his
“ country, before I was. The territory of the

C Zanckii Epift. ad Lantgrav. Operum. t. vii. pat. 1. cok. 4. A
a3 « Grifons
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& Grifons was his immediate place of retreats
¢ from whencé removing foon after, he fettled at
¢ Genevg; where he commenced the firft paftor
¢ of the Proteftant IJtalian church in that city.
« Having faithfully executed this facred office, for
“'fome years; he, at length, comfortably fell
# afleep in Chrift*,* A, D. 1558, after having
on his death-bed, comgnended the overfight o%
his flock to the great CarLvin,
" Tt was in the year 155q, that Pefer Martyr him{elf
was obliged to quit Jzaly; where he could no longer
breach, nor even ftay, with fafety. Toward the
E\ttcr end of the fame year, eighteen of his difci-
ples were forced to follow their mafter from their
pative land: of which number Zanchy was one.
geing thus a reft;gee, or, as himfelf ufed to ex~
" prefs it, < delivered from bis Babylonifh captivity *
ﬁe, went ipto Grifony, where he continued upwards
of*eight months: and then to Geneva, where, after
a ftay of near a twelvemonth, he received an'in-
vitation to England (upon the recommendation of
Peter Martyr, then in this kingdom), to fill a
divinity-profefforthip here ; I fuppofe, at Oxfard,:
where ‘Martyr had been for fome time fettled.
Zanchy embraced the offer, and began his journey ;.
but was detained, on his way, by a counter invi-
tation to Strafburgh ; wherg the divinity chair had
Been lately vacated by the death of the excellent,
Cgfpar Hedion. ,
- Zancky was fixed at Strafburg Ao D. 1553. and
taught there, almof eleven years: but not without
fpme uneafinefs to himfelf, occafioned by the ma-
Ticious oppoﬁtion of feveral, who perfecuted him
for much the fame reafon that Cain hated righteous,
Abel, 1 Fobniil. 12.  Matters, however, went on
toléribly, during the life-time of Sturmius ; who
wasthenat the head of the univerfity, and Zanchius's

. * Z_am:.’}. ut fupra.
' ' - faft
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faft friend.  AtStrafurgh it was, that he prefented.
the famous Declaration of bis Faith concerning,
PrepesTINATION, FINAL PERSEVERANCE, and
the LorDp’s Surper. He gave it in, to the Se-
nate, Oftober 22, 1562. Of this admirable per-
formance (i. e. of that part of it which refpe@s
the fir# of thefe points) the Reader may form:
fome judgment, by the following tranflation.

In proportion as the old fenators and divines,
dy’d off, one by one; Zanchy’s fituation, at Straf-
burgh, grew more and more uncomfartable, Mat-
ters, at length, came to that height, that he was.
required to fubfcribe to the Auburg Confeflion;.
on pain of lofing his Profeflarfhip.  After matures
deliberation, he did indeed f{ubfcribe: but with.
this declared reftriétion, modo oxthodoxé intelligatur.,
Notwithftanding the exprefs limitation, with which,
he fetter’d his fubfcription, ftill, this great and
good man feems, for peace fake, to have granted
too much, coencerping the manner of Chrift’s
prefence in the Lord’s Supper: as appears, by
the firft of the tlice thefes, maiptaim’d by him at
_this time : 1. Verum Cbrifli corpus, pro nobis tradi-
sum 5 & verum ejus [anguinem, in peccatorum nofiro-
rum remiffionem effufum s in Cond veré manducari &
bibi. Tho’ the other two pofitions do, effectually,
explain his meaning: 2. Verum id, non ore, &
dentibus corporis, [ed verd fide. 3. ldeique, & folis
Jdelibus. } fhall, here, beg leave to interpofe one.
queftion, naturally arifing from the fubjet. What
good purpofe do the impofition and the muki-

lication of unneceffary jubferiptions to forms of

Euman compofition, tend to promote? °’Tis z
fence, far too low, to keep out men of litde or na
principle; and too bigh, fometimes, for men of
real integrity to furmount. It, often, opens a
door of ready admiffion, to ths abanden’d; who,
oftrich like, care not what they {wallow, fo they"
a4 can
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can but make fubfcription a bridge to fecular
intereft : and, for the truly boneft, it, frequently,

either quite excludes them from a fphere of attion,

wherein they might be eminently ufeful; or’
obliges them to tcﬁify their affent, i fuch terms,
and with fuch open, profeft reftrictions, as render
fubfcription a mere nothing,. : '

Not content with Zanchy’s conceflions, feveral
of the 8trafburgh bigots * perfifted in raifing a
controverfial duft. They tender’d accufations:
againft him, of errors in paint of dorine: par.
ticularly, for his fuppofed heterodoxy concerning
the nature of the Lord’s Supper ; his denial of zbe
Ubiquity of Chrift’s natural body, and his protefting
againft the lawfulnefs of images, &c, Nay, they
even went fo far, as to charge him with unfound
opinions concerning Predefiination and the Perfe-
werance of the truly regenerate : fo early did fome of
Lutber’s pretended dilciples, after the death of thag
glorious Reformer (and he had not been dead
at this time above fifteen years), begin to fall off
from the dorines he taught, tho’ they ftill had
the effrontery to call themfelves by his name!

A grand occafion of this diflention, was a book-
concerning the Euchariff, and in defence of Con-
fubftantiation, written by one Hefhufius ; a fierce,

“invidiqus preacher, who lavifhed the opprobrious
names of keretic and atbeift, on all, without dif-
tinction, whofe religious fyftem went an hair’s.

* Particalarly, Fobn Marback, native of Schawbden, or
Sewabia : a tyrhulent, unfteady theplogift; pedantic, and
abufive; a weak, but fiery difputer, who delighted to live in
the fmoke of contention and virulentdebate. He was, among .
the reft of his good qualities, exqeﬁivel_y loquacious: whic
made Luther fay of him, on a v'ez'pnbhc occafion, Ori bujus
Suevi nunquam aranea poterunt telas texere; * This talkatve
¢¢_Sawabian need not be afraid of fpiders: for he keeps his lips
« in fuch conftant motion, that no fpider will ever be able 1o
% weave a cobweb on his mogth.” © T T

breadth

*
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breadth above or below his own ftandatd: In his
preface, he grofly refleted * on the Eleflor Palatine
(Frederic IIL), Peter Martyr, - Bullinger, Calvin,
Zuinglius, (Ecolampadius, and other great Divines
of that Age. Zancky, in mere refpet to thefs
venerable names, did, in concert with the learned
Sturmius, prevail with the magiftrates of Strafturgh
to prohibit the impreflion. Mr. Bayle is fo candid,
as to acknowledge, That * Zanchy caufed this
¢ book to be fupprefled, not on account of its
- ¢ doétrine, which he left to the judgment of the
¢ church; but for the calumnies of the preface.”
Zancky was a zealous friend to religious liberty:
He had too great a fhare of good fenfe and- real
religion, -to perfue any. meafures, which fimply
tended, either to reftrain men from declaring their
principles with- fafety, or to fhackle the human
mind 1n its enquiries after trath. But he ardently
withed to fee the contending parties, of every
denomination, carry on their debates with.Chriftian
meeknefs, modefty, and benevolence: and, where
thefe amiable ingredients were wanting, he looked
upon difputation as a malignant fever, endan-
gering the health, peace, and fafety of the church.
When Candor is Joft, Truth is rarely found,
Zanchy's own obfervations 1 fubjoin’d below, - ex-
hibit a ftriking piQure of that moderation, de-

* Vide Zanch, Op. T. vii. part, z. cal 250, 251

+ S8i liber ifle nen fuiffet refertns tot calumniis gﬂ’ coprstiis,
tm in ipfum principem Palatinum, tum in tot preclaras ecclefias
& earum dolfores 5 ego nom curdffem in ejus impreffonem impediri.
LICET ENIM UNICUIQUE SUAM SENTENTIAM SCRIBERE
& EXPLICARE. Sed cum audirem tat ¢cclefias in libro ift
damnari berefeos & atheifmi ; idque non propter .unum aut al-
terum articulum fidei, qui impugnaretur, jed folummods proprey
interprerationems aliquam werborum, in qud neque tota religio con-
[ty negue falus periclitatnr-:=—addulys fui, ut libri iffius im-
prellionems &c, ~ . .
) ZaNch. ubi fupr,

tachment
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tachment from bigetry, and liberality of fenti-
ment, which ftrongly charaflerize the Chrittian

and the Proteftant. - S .
Notwithftanding the precautions taken by the
Magitrates, Hefhufius’s incendiary piece ftole thro’
the prefs : and Zanchy’s efforts, to Rifle its pub~
Jication, were looked upon, by the auther’s pasty,
as an injury never to be forgiven. They left nor
metheds uacflayed, to remove him from his Pro-
feflorfhip. Many compromizing expedients were
propofed, by the moderate of both parties. The -
chapter of St. Thomas (of which Zamchy himfelf
was a canon) met, to confider what courfe fhould be
perfued. By them, it was referred to a felect
committee of thirteen. Zancky offered to debata
the agitated points, in a friendly and peaceable
manner, with his oppenents: which offer not be-
ing accepted, he made feveral journies to other
churches and univerfities in different parts of
Germany ; and requefted their opinions: which hs
brought with him in writing, Things, however,
could not be fettled, ’ull the fenate. of Strafburgh
convened an-affembly, from other diftricts, con-
fifting, partly, of divines ; and, partly, of perfons
learned in the laws, Thefe referees, after hearing
both fides, recurred to- the old, fruitlefs expe:
dignt, of agreeing on gertain articles,-to which
they advifed each party to fubfcribe.  Zanchy, de-
firous of laying thefe wunchriftian heats, and, at
the fame time, no lefs determined to preferve in-
tegrity and a good confcience ; fubfcribed in thefe
cautious terms: Hanc dofirine formulam ut piam
agnofce, ila etiam recipio: “ I acknowledge this
- ¢ fummary of dotrine to be pious, and fo I ad-
¢ mit it.”” " This condefcenfion, on Zanchy’s part,
~was not followed by thofe peaceful effeéts, which
were expetted. The peace was teo loofely. patch’d
up, to be of any long duration. His adverfaries
- began
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began to worry hinr afrefh ;- and, juft'as meafures
were bringing on the’ carpet, for a new and more
Jafting compromife, our Divine received an in-
vitation to thé church of Cbiavenna; fituate on the
borders of Faly, and in the territory of ke Gri-

5. ‘ _
Angnftin Mainard, paftor of that place, was lately
dead: and a meflenger arrived, to let Zanchy know,,
that he was chofe to fuccede him.” Having very
flender profpect of peace at Strafburgh, he obtained
the confent of the Senate to refign his Canonry of
8¢. Thomas, and his Profefforthip of Divinity.
‘Whilft the above debates were depending, he had
received feparate invitations to Zurich, Geneva,
Leyden, Heidelberg, Marpurg, and Laufanne: but, *till
Fe had feen the refolx of things at Strafburgh, he did
not judge any of thefe Calls fufficiently provi-
dential to determine his removal. ' T
- He left Strafburgh®, in November, 1563. and
éntered on his paftoral charge at Chiavenna, the
beginning of Fanuary following. But he had not
lbng been there, before the town was vifited by a
difmal peftitence, which, within the fpace of feven
months, carried off twelve hundred of the inha-
bitants. Zanchy, however, continued to exercife
his miniftry, as long as there was an affembly to
preach to. At length, the far greater part of the
towns-men being fwept away ; he retreated, for a

* Attended by his fervant, - Frideric Syllepury, a native of
Hiffia.: concerning whom Zanchy thus writes ; Difeeffi Argen-
tind, und cum. fide, non tam. famulo, quim amico &3 fratre, Fri-
derico Syllepurgio, Heffo s juvene bonorum literarum fludiofo, €
Jane doftrine amanti : ** A learned yoiith, and a lover of the
“ gofpel ; whom I look upon, not fo mugh in the light of a
“ %bm:ﬂic, as of a faithful friend and a Chriftian brother.”

_ Oper. T. vii. part, 1. col. 36.

L bardly know, which were moft extraordinary: the good
quz‘t*liﬁea of the feyvant ; o the gratitude gnd hymility of the
faaicer, ) ) :

\ - while,



xxviii  Some ACCOUNT of the

while, with his family, to an adjoining mountain.
His own account is this (tom. vil. part. 1. col. 36,
37}): ““ Mainard, my pious predeceflor, had often
¢« foretald the calamity, with which the town of
¢ Chiavenna has been fince vifited.- All the inha-
¢ bitants have been too well convinced, that that

¢ holy man of God did not prophefy at random.”
¢ —When the plague actually began to make

¢ havock, I enforced Repentance and Faith,
¢¢ while I had a place to preach in, or any con-
¢ gregation to hear. — Many being dead, and
¢ others having fled the town (like fhip-wreck'd
* mariners, who, to avoid inftant deftruction,
¢ make toward what coaft they can); but very
¢ few remained: and, of thefe remaining few,
¢ {ome were almoft terrified to death, others were
¢ folely employed in taking care of the fick, and
*¢ others in guarding the walls,~~They concurred
¢ in advifing me to confult my own fafety, by
¢ withdrawing, for a time, ’till the indignation
¢ fhould be overpaft. I betook myfelf, therefore,
¢ with all my family, to an high mountain, not
“ a vaft way from the town, yet remote from

¢ human converfe, and peculiarly formed for con-.

#¢ templation and unmolefted retirement. Here
% we led a folitary life, for three months and an:
¢ half. I devoted my time, chiefly, to Medita-
“ tion and Writing ;' to Prayer, and reading the

¢ Scriptures. I never was happier in my own .

¢« foul, nor enjoyed a better fhare of health.”
Afterwards, the plague beginning to abate, he
quitted his retreat,” and refumed the public exer-
cife of his funétiogr - :

After four years continuance at Chiavenna,

Frederic 111. Ele&tor Palatine, prevailed with him
to accept @*Divinity Profeflorthip, in the Univerfity
of Heidelberg,. upon the deceafe of the famous
Zachary Urfin. In the beginning of the year 1568,

n | Zandy
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Zancky entered on ' his new fituation : and, fhortly
.after, opened the chair, with an admirable oration,
De confervando in-eeclefid puro puto verbo Dei.  In
.the fame year,. he received his Doctor’s degree:
the Ele&or Palatine, and his fon, Prince Cafimir,
. honoring the ceremony with their prefence. -

He had not been long fettled in the Palatinate,
when the Eleftor (one of the moft amiable and
religious Princes of that Age) ftrongly follicited
him to confirm and elucidate the doctrine of the
Trinity, by writing a profefled treatife on that
moft .important fubject :- defiring him, morcover,
to be very particular and explicit, in canvafling the
arguments made ufe of by the Sociwians; who had
then fixed their head-quarters in Poland and Tran-
Jlvania, and were exhaufting every artifice, of
fophiftry and fubterfuge, to degrade the Son-and
Seir1iT of God to the level of mere creatures,
Zanchy, accordingly, employed his leifure hours in

. obeying this pious command. His mafterly and
elabarate treatife De Dei maturd; and That De
tribus Elobim uno eodemque Febovd; were written
on this occafion : treatifes, fraught with the moft
folid Learning and Argument; breathing, at the
fame time, the amiable fpirit of genuine Candor

~and tranfparent Piety. Among a variety of in-

“terefting particulars, he does not omit to inform
his Readers, that Lelius Sccinus, and other fa-
vourers of the Servetian hypothefis, had fpared
neither pains, nor art, to pervert his judgment,
and win-him over to, their party : but thar, find-
ing him inflexible, they had broke off all inter-
courfe with him; and, fromegrtful adulators,
commenced his determined enefmics. An event
this, which he even looked upon as A bleffing, and-
for which he conceived himfelf bound to¥ender his
beft. thanks to the fupreme head of the church,
Curist Jesus.—He retained his Profefforfhip at

- : Heidelberg,
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‘Heidelberg, ten years: when, the EleCtor Frederic
being dead, he removed to Newfladt, the refidence
of Prince Fobn Cafimir, Count Palatine. Here he
chofe to fix his ftation, for the prefent, in pre:
ference to two invitations he had juft received:
one, from the univerfity of Leyden, then lately
opened ; the other, from the Proteftant church
at Antwerp.— The condu& of Divine Providence;
refpelting Zanchy’s frequent removals, is very
obfervable. He was a lover of peace, and paffions
ately fond of retirement. But he was too bright
a luminary, to be always continued in one place;
The Salt of the Earth muft be fprinkled here and
there, in order to be extenfively ufeful; and to
fezfon the Church throughout. Hence, God’s
‘faithful Minifters, like the Officers in a Monarch’s
srmy, are quartered in various places; ftationed
and remanded hither and thither, as may moft
conduce to their Mafter’s fervice. . ' ,
. The church of Newfladt enjoyed our author
upwards of feven years. Being, by that time, fa¢
advaneed in life; and the infirmities of age comin
on him very faft; he found himfelf obliged to
ceafe from that conftant feries of labor, and in-
tenfenefs of application, which he had; fo long;
and fo indefatigably, undergone. He was, at
his own requeft, difmiffed, from public fervice, at¢
Newpladt, by the Elettor Cafimir 5 receiving, at
the fame time, very fubftantial marks of refpeé®
and favor from that religious and generous Prince.
From Newfladt, he repaired, once more, to
Heidelberg 5 chiefly withea view to fee fome of his
old friends.—Tlge proved his laft removal on
earth: for, thordly after, his Soul, now ripe for
glory, dropt.the Body, and afeended to hea-
ven, about fix in the morning of Novemder 19,
1590, <t 75. Blis remains .were interred at
H:idelberg, in the College Chapel of 8¢, Peter ¢
’ where



Lire of JErOM ZANCHIUs. .Xxxi

where a fmall monumental ftone was fet up to his
memory, with this infcription ¢

«- HIERONYMI bic funt condita offa ZANCHH,

Itali ; exulamtis, CHRISTY amore, 4 patrid :
Qui T liealoém uantus fuerit et Phtlofophus,
Teflantur boc, %.hbri eatti ab Eo plurimi ;
Teflantur boc, quos voce docuit in Scholis,

uique audicre Eum docentem ecclefias.

unc ergo, ‘quamvis binc migrdrit Spiritu,
Claro tamen nobis remanfit nomine. * '

-Deceflit A. mpxc. Die 19. Novemb.

I can’t help lamenting, that no more is to be
colletted, concerning this incomparable man, thaa
8 few autlines of his life; comprizing liule elfe
but a dry detail of dates and removals.—As to his
Perfon, 1 can find no defcription of it: But, of
his Mixd, his writings prefent us with the lovelieft
image. He feems to have been poffefled,- and in

-a very fuperior degree, .of thofe Graces, Virtues,
and Abilities, which ennoble and exalt human
nature to the highelt elevation it is capable of
below.. His clear infight into the truths of the
gofpel, is wonderful : efpecially, confidering that
the church of God was but juft emerging from
the lang and difmal night of Popifh darknefs;
and himfelf, previous to his converfion, as-deeply
plung’d in the fhades, as any. °Tis a bleffing,
awhich but few are favoured with, to ftep, almoft at
once, out. of midnight, into meridian day.—He

. * Here Zaxcuvy refts, whom love of truth conftrain’d .
. To quit his own and feck a foreign land. .
" How Good and Great he was, how form’d to’ fhine,
How fraught with fcience human and divine; -
- Sufficient proof his num’rons Writings give,
And thofe who heard him teach and faw hint live.
Earth #ill enjoys him, tho’ his Soul is fled &
His name is deathlefs, tho’ his duft is dead.

5 was
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was thoroughly experienced in the divine life of
the foul; and an happy fubje&t of thas internal
kingdom of God, which lies in.righteoufnefs, and,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft.* This enabled him
to fuftain that impetus of oppofition, which he,
almoft conftantly, met with. Few perfons have,
ordinarily, borne a larger fhare of the crofs ; and,
perhaps, none ever fuftained it better; In him
were happily centred all the meek benevolence
of Charity, and all the adamantin firmnefs of In-
trepidity: qualities, alas, not conftantly united in
men of Orthodoxy and Learning. A
- He was intimately converfant with the writings
of the fatbers, and of the philofophers of that and
the preceding times. His modefty and humility
were fingular.  No man was ever more ftudious to
preferve peace in the church of Chrift, nor more
highly relifhed the pleafures of learned and reli-
gious friendfhip. = For fome time before his
deceafe, it pleafed God to deprive him of his eye: .
fight : for this I take to be the meaning of the
‘excellent Melchior Ademus * ; to whom I am in-
debted for much of the preceding account.—His
Weorks, which, with his Lecters, and fome other fmall
picces included; are divided into g tomes, were
colle@ted and publithed, by his executors, fome
~ years after his death; and are ufually bound to.
gether in 3 vols. folio~—He was twice married,
and had feveral children; none of which; fo far as
I can find, appear to have furvived him. .o
He is faid, by Mr. Leigh+, to have been
t.dne of the moft Scholaftical among the Pto-
¢ teftants :” which, however, may be queftioned;
his ftyle, and manner of treating an argument,
being rdther plain and folid; than fubtil and me-
* His words coneerning Zanchy, are; In feneddd; nun-
guam fola venity. fate Haaeiso&mxibu':’. : /‘m& . fdc .
4 dAccount of Rel. and Learn, Men, p. 370,
o 5 I taphyfical.
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taphyfieal. . If Scholifm be an’ excellence in =

_writer, . ’tis ¢ertain~that the elder Spanbemius, and

the great Francis Turretin, have, fince, much ex-
ceded Zancky in that refpect.~——Our learned coun-
tryman, Mr. Masthew.Poole, terms him * Theolos
£us non & multis ; cujus commentaria, fingulari eruditioné
algue- acumine: compofita, autlorem [uum doGiiffimums
referans: ¢ A Divine of the firft clafs; whafe ex~
‘ pofitions, written with extraordinary learnin
‘“ and ability, prove him to have been a mo
¢ accomphfhed {cholar.”<«—Mr. Bayle himfclf,
who never feems to have been better pleafed, than
when he could pick an hole in the gown of an
Ecclefiaftic, yet allows our author to have been
¢ One of the moft celebrated Proteftant Divines;
“ and that few Minifters have been fo moderate
 as he.” . : Co
Nor muft I omit the honor ptit upon him, by our
tiniverfity of Cambiidge, within five years after his
death.—One William Barrett +, fellow of Gonville
and Gaius college, ventur’d, April 29, 1593, :t0
preach an Arminian fermoén, in the face of the
Univerfity, at 8. Mary’s. 1 fay, ventur'd; for
*twas a bold and dangerous attempt, at that time,
when the Church of Englend was in her purity,
for any man to propagate Arminianifm$ : and,
’ ’ indeed;

. ® Synopf. Criticor. vol. iv. pars 2. in Przloqu. ad Le&.

+ Fuvvrer’s Hif. of Cambridge, p. 150., S

1 As.every Reader may, not have a clear, determinate jdea
of what 4rminiani/m precifely is 3 it may; to fuch, be fatisfac-
tory to know, that It confifts, chiéfly, of 5 particulars. (1.)
The Apminians will niot allow Elecfion fo be an eternal, pecu-
liar, unconditional, and irreverfible a&t of God. (z.) They
affert, that Chrift died, egual}y and indifcrimifately, for
every individaal of mankind: for them that perith, no lef

. ‘than for them that are.faved. . (3.) That faving grace is ten-

dered to- the acceptance of évery man'y which be may, or may
hot, receive, juft as he pleafes. : donfc'qucntly, t4.) Ehat
the regenorating power of th: Holy Spiris is net invincibles

; ) bus
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indeed, Barrett himfelf paid.dear for. e~ inna-
vating rathnefs ; which.ended \Nahis“ruin. - Tha _
Univerfity were fo highly offended, hoth-at. his
prefumption, in dariag ta.avow his novel, hete-
rodox opinions ; and for mentioning-fome great
. Divines, among whom Zancky was one, in terms
of the higheft rancor and difrefpe& ; that he was
enjoined tq make a public - recantatjon,: in that
yery pulpit, from whence he had fo- lately. vented
his errors. This he did, . the 5th of Aday follaw-
ing. Part of his recantation ran® thus: * Laﬁ;lyl,,
- %6

bat is fufpended, for it’s efficacy, on the will of map. (5.)
That faving grace is not an abiding principle; but that thofe
who are loved of God, ranfomed by Chrift, and horn again
of ‘the Spirit, may (let God wifh and frive ever {fo much to
the contrary) throw all away, and perith eternally at laft,

. To thefe, many Arminians tack a variety of errors befide.
But the above may be confidered as a general feleton of the
Jeading miftakes which charaterize the %e '

*. Poftremi, temere bac werba effudi adwversis Johannem Cal-
vioum, wiram de ecclefia Chrifti optime meritum ; Ewm wimirim
aufum fuilffe fefe attollere fupra altifimi &S omnipotentis Dei vere
altiffimum et omnipotentem Filium. ~Quibus verbis me wiro doc-
tiffimo, werdque pio, magnam infuriam feciffe fateor : temerita-
temque hanc meam ut omnes copdonetis, bumillimé precor. -Tum
, etiam gybd nonnulla adversus P. Matyrem, Theodorum Bezam,
HIERONYMUM ZANCHIUM, Francifcum Junium, e
¢ateros “ejufdem religionis, EccLesiz nosTrRZ Lumina &
ORNAMENTA, acerbiffimé effuderim ; eos odiofo momine apfellam
Calviniftas, - aliis werbis ignominie” gravifimam infamie
yotam imurens,. Quos guia"gccr.ssu NOSTRA MERITO
REVERETUR, mon erat zquum, et ego corwm famam wiolarem,
aut " exiffimationem aligud ratione imminucrem; aut aliguos &

woftris debortarer, e eorum doftiffima Scripta legerent.
o Stryre’s Life of Whitgifr. Appendix. p. 186.
» Ican't help abferving-one more particular, refpefting this
famans Recantation ; - wherein the Recamter thus exprefled
himfelf : Secundo, . Petri fidem deficere non. potuiffe, afférui ; at
wlioram poffe, &c. i.e; ¢ Laflerted, that Peter’s faith, indeed,
#¢ gould not fail 5 but that the: faith of other believers might z
¢ wheyeas, now, being, by Chrift’s own words, brought ta
- . - ¢ 3 better
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s [ rafy .attered thefe:-words ;) againt Jouw
¢ Caavin (a perlofi, .than whom none has de-
“ ferved better of the Church), .namely, that be
<« -bad :prefumed ta exalt himfelf abova the Son of God ;
“ in faying -which, I acknowledge that I greatly
“ injured that moft learned and truly pidus man;
# and I.do' moft -humbly:intreat; that ye willall
¢ forgive this' my rafhnefs. : [ alfo threw out, in
¢ a moft rancorous manner, fome reflettions
* againft P. Martyr, Theodore Beza, JErROM ZAN-
“ cnv, Francis Funius, and others of the f{ame
¥ religion, who were THE LigHTs anD ORrNa-
¢ MeNTs oF OUR Cuurch: calling them by
¢ the malicious name of Calvinifis, and branding
“ them with other reproachful terms. I did
* wrong, in affailing the reputation of thefe per-
¢ fons, and in endecavouring to leflen the eftima-
* tion in which they are held, and in diffuading
_ ¢ any from reading their moft learned works:
¢ feeing qurR CHURCH HOLDS THESE DiviNEs
“ {N DESERVED REVERENCE.”

-~

~

¢« a better and founder mind, I acknowledge that Chrift
¢ prays for the faith of each believer in particular; and
¢ that, by the efficacy of Chrift’s prayer, all true believers
¢ are fo fupported, that their faith cannot fail.” — Barrer
afferted, rank Arminian as he was, that Peter’s faith did not
aftually fail. But we have had a recent inftance, of an Ar-
minian preacher, who avers, without ceremony, that Peter’s
faith DID fail. The paffage, werbatim, without adding a
jot, or diminifhing a tittle, ftands thus: ¢ PeTERr’s
¢ FAITH FAILED, THO’ CHRIST HIMSELF PRAYED IT
% MIGHT NOT.”—See a Sermon, on 1 Cor. ix. 27. preached
before the univerfity of Oxrorp, Febr. 19, 17J s by Fobn
Allen, M. A. Vice-principal of Magdalen Hall, p. 17.

This is Arminianifm double-diffill’d. 'The common, fimple
Arminianifm, that ferved Barrest, and Laud, and Heylin ; will not
do now, for our more enlightened Divines.—Whether Peter’s
Jaith failed, or not; that Mr. Allen’s modefly has failed him,
35, 1 believe, What no-body can demy.

5 I would”
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I would hope, a5 our Articles of - Roligida hav¥
not been changed; but ftand-juft-as they did ag
that very time; that the Church of England, in
the year 1569, ftill confiders the above great men’
(and Zahchy among the reft) as fome of HER'
antient LIGHTS avp ORNAMENTS: and
that fhe holds Them, and their Writings,. in the
fame DESERVED REVERENCE, ss did the
Church of Englamd in the year 1595

bl
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OBSERVATIONS
,ON THE

DIVINE ATTRIBUTES;

Necéﬁhfy to be premifed,

In order to our better underftanding the
‘Do&rine of PREDESTINATION.

FTREOKR LT HO the great and everblefled
¥ God is a Being abfolutely fimple, and

X A ¥ iofinitely remote from all thadow of
T Compofition , He is, neverthelefs, in
WOKKK ¥ condpefcenﬁon to our weak and con-
tracted faculties, reprefented, in fcripture, as pof-
fefled of divers Properties, or Artributes, which,
tho’ feemingly different from his Effence, are, in
reality, effential to Him, and conftitutive of his
very nature.

Of thefe Attributes, thofe, on which we fhall
now particularly defcant (as being more immedi-
ately concerned in the enfuing fubje&), are the
following ones ; 1. His eternal #ifdom and Fore-
Imawledge, 2. The abfolute Freedom and Liberty of
~ his Will, 3. The Perpetvity and Unchangeablenefs
" both of Himfelf and ‘his Decrees, 4. His Omi-

otence, 5. His Fuftice, 6. His Mer
4 : 5 74 B > Withoat
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Witheut an explication of thefe, the Doétrine
of Predeftination cannot be fo well underftood:
we fhall, therefore, bricily confider them, by way
cf Preliminary to the main fubject.

I. With refpe@ to the divine #ifdem and Fore-
kirowledge, 1 fhal} lay down the tollowing Po/i-
tiois.

Pof. 1. God is, and always was, fo perfectly

- wife, that notkisg ever did, or “does, or can, elude
his knowledge.  He knew, from ail eternity, not
only what [Ze Liimfelf intended to do, but allo
what he would fiuclize and permit others to do.
Acis. xv 18. ¢ Known unto (JOd are all his works,
“ an’ aw@, from eternity.’

Pof. 2. Conieguently, God knows nothing now,
nor will know any thmg bereafter, which he did
not know and forefce from everlafting : his Fore-

knowledge being co-eternal with Himfelf, and ex-

tmding to every thing that is or fhall be done.
Heb.iv.13. A things, “which comprizes paft, pre-
fent and future, are naked and open to the eyes of
Him with whom we bave to do.

Pof. 3. This Foreknowledge of God is not con-
jeciural and wuncertain, (for then it would not be
Forckncwledge) but moft fure- and infallible : fo
that whatever He foreknows to be future, fhall
neceflarily and undoubtedly come to pafs. For,
His knowledge can no more be fruftrated, or his
wifdom be deceived, than he can ceafe to be God.
Nay, could either of thele be the cale, he attually
wouid cesie .to be God sy all miffake and difappoint-
ment being ablviuicly incompatible with the di-
vine nature. :

- Pof. 4. The znf,zeme, which the divine Fore-
Lnowlcdrre has on the certain Futurition of the
thmgs forek nown, does not render the interven-
- tion of fecond caufes needlefs, nor deftroy the nature
of the things themfelves, My

PUSEE
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My meaning.is, that the prefcience of God
does not lay any co-ercive neceflity on the wills
of beings naturally free For 1inftance, man,
even in hlS fallen ftate, is endu’d with a natural
freedom of will; yet he alts, from the firlt to
the laft moment of his life, in abfolute fubfer-
viency (tho’, perhaps, he does not kmow it,
nor defign it) to the purpofes and decrees of God
concerning him: notwithftanding which, he is
fenfible of no compulfion, but alts as freely and volun-
tarily, as if he was fui furis, tubje&t to no con-

troul, and abfolutely lord of himfelf. This made

LuTHER*, after he had fhewn how all things ne-
ccﬁ'anly and inevitably come to pafs, in Confe-
quence of the fovereign Will and infallible Fore-
knowledge of God, 1hy, that ¢ We fhould care-

-t fully diftinguith betweenaneceflity of Infallibility,

‘¢ and a neceffity of CoalZion 5 fince both good and
“ evil men, tho’ by their ations they fulfill the
« decree and appointment of God, yet aré not
 forcibly conftrain’d to do any thing, but a&t
« willingly.”

Pof. 5. God’s Foreknowledge, taken abftra&t-
edly, is not the fole caufe of Bemcrs and Events;
but his /7ill and Foreknowledge togcther Hence

-we find, Acts. ii. 23. that his determinate counfel

and Forekmwlea’ge aét in concert; the latter refule:
ing from, and being founded on, the former.
-We pafs on,

"II. To confider the #ill of God: with regard
to which we affert as follows,

Pgf. 1. The Deity is poflefs’d not only of infinite
Knowledge, but likewife of abfolute Liberty of
Will: fo that whatever he does, or permits to be
done, he does and permits freely, and of his own
good pleafure. -

* De Serv. Arb. cap. 44. -
B2 Confe-
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. Confequently, ’tis his free pleafure f0 pérmit Sint 4
fince, without his permiffion, neither men nor devils
can do any thing. Now, to permit, is, at leaft,
the fame as #o¢ to bindcr, tho’ it be in our power
to hinder if we pleafe : and this permiffion, or non-
hindrance, is certainly an a& of the divine Will.
hence AusTin * fays, < Thofe things, which, feem-
¢ ingly, thwart the divine Will, are, neverthelefs,
¢ agreeable to it; for, if Ged did not permit them,
< they could not be done: and whatever God
¢ permits, He permits freely and willingly. He
. % does nothing, neither fuffers any thing to be
¢« done,againft hisown Will.” And LuTHER 7 ob-
ferves, that ““'God permitted Adam to fall into
¢ Sin, becaufe He willed that he fhould fo fall.”

Pef. 2. Altho’ the Will of God, confidered in
itfelf, is fimply owe and the fame ; yer, in condefcen-
fion to the prefent capacities of men, the divine Will
is very properly diftinguithtinto fecret and reveal’d,
Thus it was his reveald Will, that Pharack thould
let the Ifraelites goy that Abrabam fhould facrifice
his Son; and that Peter fhould not deny Chrift:
but, as was prov’d by the event, it was his fecres
Will that Pbarach thould not let Hrael go, Exod. iv.,
21. that Abraban fhould mor facrifice Ifaac,
Gen. xxii. 12. and that Peter fhould deny bis Lord,
Mat. xxvi. 34.

Pyf. 3. The Will of God, refpeéting the falvation
and condemnaticn of men, 1s never contrary to
itlelf 5 He immutably wills the falvation of the Ele, -
and wvice verfi : nor can he ever vary or deviate
from his own Will in any Inftance whatever, fo as
that That fhould be done, which he willeth not
or That not be brought to pafs, which he willeth,
Ifai. xIvi. ro. My Counfel fhall fiand, and I will do
all my pléafure. Plalm xxxiii. 11. The counfel of

® Enchir, cap. 100, + De Serv. Arb, ¢. 1 5 3
the
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tbe Lord fandeth for ever, and the thoughts of His

beart to all generatiens.  Job xxiil. 13, 14. He 15
in ong mind, who can turn kim ? and what bis feul

* defireth, evew that be doth s fir be performeth tbe

thing that is appointed for me 5 and many fuch things
are with bim. Lph.i. 11. Being predefiinated, ac-
cording to the purpofe of Him, who worketh all things
after the counfel of bis own Will.

Thus, for inftance, Hophni ‘and Pbineas beark-
ened not to the woice of their father, who reproved
them for their wickednefs, Jecaufe the Lord wouLp
Jlay them, 1 Sam. ii. 25. and Sibon, King of He/h-
¢on, would not receive the peaceable meflage fent
him by Mofes, becaufe the Lord God bardmd
bis [pirit, and made bis Heart obfiinate, that He
wight deliver bim into the band of Ifrael. Deut. ii.
26, 30. Thus alfo, to add no more, we find
that there have been, and ever will be, fome,
whofe eyes God blindeth, and whofe hearts he
hardneth i. e. whom God permits to continue
blind and hardned, on purpofe to prevent their
fecing with their eyes, and underftanding wich their
hearts, and to hinder their converfion to God,
and fpiritual healing by him, Ifai. vi. 9. Fobn xij.
39. 40.

9Pof 4. Becaufe God’s Will of Precept may, in
{om¢ inftances, appear to thwart his i/l of Deter-
mination; it does not follow, either, 1. that He
mocks his creatures, or, 2. that they are extufable
for neglecting to obferve his Will of Command.

(1.) He does not hereby mock his creatures;
for, if men do not believe his word, nor obferve
his precepts, the fault is not in Hlm, but in them-
felves : their unbelief and difobedience are not
owing to any Ill iafufed into them by God, but to
the witiofity of their depraved nature, and the per-
yetfenels of their own wills. Now, if God invited

B 3 all
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.all men to come to him, and then thut the door oE
mercy againft any who were defirous of entring
his invitation would be a mockery, and unworthy
of Himfelf : but we infift on it, that he does not in-
vite all men to come to him in a faving way; and
that every individual perfon, who is, through His
gracious influence on his hearr, made wiling to
come to him, fhall, fooner or later, be furely faved
by him, and that with an everlafting falvation.
(2.) Man is not excufable for neglecting God’s Will
of Command. Pharach was fdul;y, and therefore
juftly punifhable, for not obeying God’s revealed
Will, tho’ God’s fecret Will rendered that obedience
1mpoﬁiblc Albrabam would have committed Sin,
had he refufed to facrifice Faac ; and, in looking to
God’s fecret Will, would have acted counter to his
revealed one. So Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the re-
probate Fews, were juitly condemned for putting
CHrisT to death, inalmuch as it was a moft notori=
ous breach of God’s revealed Will, <« Thou fhalt do
““ no murder :” yet, in flaying the Meﬂiah, they did
no more than God’s kand and his counfel, 1. e. his
fecret, ordaining Will, determined before fhould be
done, Afs iv, 27, 28. and Fudas is juitly punifhed
for perfidioufly and wickedly betraying Chrift, tho?
his perfidy and wickednefs were (but not with his
defign) fubfervient to the accomphfhmcnt of the
Decree and Word of Ged. - :
The brief of the matter is this; fecret things be-
long to God; and thofe that are revealed belong! to
us: thercfore, when we meet with a plain precepf we
thould fimply endeavour to obey it, without tarry-
ing to enquire into God’s kidden purpofe. Venerable
BuckR, atter taking notice how God hardened Pha-
raob’s heart and making fome obfervations on the
Apoﬂ:lc s fimile of a Potter and his clay; adds,* that
¢ Tho’ God has atleaft the fame right over Hls

. Bucer, ad Rom ix,
creatures,
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% creatures, and is at liberty to make them what he
¢ will, and dire& them to the end that plcaleth him- -
felf, according to his fovercign and fecret deter-
* mination ; yet it by no means follows; that they -
¢ do pot alt treely and {pontancouily, or that the -
#¢ evil they commit is to be charged on God.” .

Pof. 5. God’s hidden Will is peremptory and abfs- -
fute : and therefore cannot be hindered from taking
cftett. -

Gov’s Wil is nothing elfe than (‘ od bimfelf willing :
confequently, it is ommpotent and untruftrable.
Hence we find it termed, by Auflin and the
fchoolmen, woluntas omnipotentiffima  becaufe, what-
ever God wills, cannot fail of being effetted. -
This made Auftin fay, * « Evil men do many things
¢ contrary to God’s revealed Will ; but fo(great 1s
¢ his wifdom, and fo inviolable hlb truth, that He’
¢« directs all things into thofe channels which he
¢« foreknew.” And again, + “No freewill of the’
« creature can refift the Will of God ; for man can-
«“ not fo will, or nill, as to obftruét the divine
« determination, or overcome the divine power.”
Once more, I “ It cannot be queftioned, but God
¢ does all things, and ever did, according to h.s
# own purpofe : the human will cannot refift him,
¢ fo as to make him do more or lefs than *uis his
“ pleafure to do; guandoquidem etiam de ipfis bowmi-
“ mum voluntatibus quod wult facit, fince he does
¢ what he pleafes even with the wills of men.’

Pof 6. Whatever comes to pafs, comes to pafs
by virtue of this abfolute, omnipotent Will of God,
which is the primary and fupreme caufe of all
things. Rev. iv. 11. Thou baft created all things,
and for thy pleafure they are, and were created:
Pfalm cxv. 3. Our God is in the beavensy be bath
done whatfocver be pleafed. Dan.iv. 35. He doth

* De Civ, Dei. 1. 22,¢. 1. + De Corr. & Grat. c. 14.
{ Thid, ‘ y
B4 © gecording
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according to bis Will, in the army of heaven, and.
among the inbcbitants of the earth ;. and none can flay
bis ‘band, or [ay unte bim, What dofp thou?
Pfalm cxxxv. 6. Whaifoever the Lord pleafed, that
did be in beaven, and in earth, in the feas, and a'l decp.
places. Mat. x. 29. Are not two [parrows [old for a far-
thing 2 and one of them [hall not fall to the ground, with-
out your Father. To all which, AusTin fubfcribes,
when he fays, * ¢ Nothing is done, but what the

¢ Almighty wills thould be done, either efficiently

“ or permiffively.” Asdoes Lutner, whofe wards
are thefe, T ¢ This therefore muft {’cand to wit, the
« unfearchable Will of God, ‘without which no-
“ thing exifts oracts.” And again, c. 160. * God
“ would not be fuch, if he was not almighty, and
¢ if any thing could bé done without him.” And
elfewhere,c. 1 58 he quotes thefe words of Erafumus s
¢« Suppofing there was an earthly prince, who could
‘f do whatever 'he would, and none were able to
< refift him; we might fafely fay of fuch an one,
¢ that he would certainly fulfill his own defire ¢
< in like manner, the Will of God, which is the,
< firt caufe of all things, fhould” feem to lay a
¢ kind of neceflity upon our wills.” This LuTder
approves of, and fubjoins, ¢ Thanks be to God,
« for this orthodox paffage in Erafmus’s difcoutfe |
“« but, if this be true, what becomes of his doc-
¢ trine of free-will, which he, at other txmcs, I'o
« ftrenuoufly contends for o

~ Pof. 7. The Will of God is fo the caufe of all
things, as to be, itfelf, without caufe : for nothing

can be the caufe of that, whxch is the caufc of.

every thing.
" So that ‘the divine will is the 7e plus ultra of all
our enquiries : whcn we afcend to that, we can ga

* Tom. 3. in Enchir, - -|: De Serv. Arh. c. 143,
G - IIQ,

.
e L T T U
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po farther. Hence, we find every matter refolved,
ultimately, into the mere fovereign pleafure of Gon,
as the fpring and occalion of whatloever is done in
heaven and earth. Mat. xi. 25. Thou bhaft bid
thefe things from the wife and prudent, and bafi re-
‘wealed thein unto babes: even fo, Father, for fo it
Jeemed good in thy fight. Luke xii. 32. It is your
Father’s good pleafure to give you the Kingdom,

at. viil. 3. T will ; be thou clean. Mark. iii. 13.
He went up into a mountain, and called unto Him
whom He would. Jam. i, 18. Of His own Will
begat He us, with the word of truth. John i. 13,
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
Sefk, nor of the will of man, but of God. Rom. ix.
‘15. 18. I will bave mercy on whom I will bave mercy,
and I will bave compaffion. on whom F will bave com-
palfion. Therefore, be bath mercy on whom be will bave
mercy, and whom be wiil be bardneth. And no wonder
that the Will of God fhould be the main fpring that
fets all inferior wheels in motion, and fhould likewife
be the rule by which he goes in all his dealings with

is creatures; fince nothing ews of God, i. e.
exterior to himfelf, can poffibly induce him to
will or nill one thing, rather than another. Deny
this, and you, at one ftroke, deftroy his immuta-
bility and independency : fince he can never be in-
dependent, who alls pro re natd, as emergency re-
quires, and whofe willis {ufpended on that of others ;
por unchangeable, whofe purpofes vary and take all
fhapes, according as the perfons or things vary,
who are the objeéts of thofe purpofes. 'The only
teafon, then, that can be afligned, Wavy the Deity
does this, or omits that, s, becaufe it is bis own free
pleafure. LuTHER,* in anfwer to that queftion,
‘¢ Whence it was, that Adam was permitted ta
{¢ fall, and corrupt his whole pofterity; when

* De Serv, Arb. ¢, 153
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¢ God could have prevented his falling,” &c. fays,

¢ God is a Being, whofe Will acknowledges no

“ caufe: neither is it for us to prefcribe rules to

¢ His fovereign pleafure, or call Him to account

« for what he does. He has neither fuperior nor

« equal: and his Will is the rule of all things."
¢ He did not therefore will {uch and fuch things,
¢ becaufe they were in themfelves right, and he

¢ was ound to will them; but they are tnuefore

¢ equitable and right, becaufe He wills them.
¢ The will of man, indced, may be influenced and

¢« moved ; but God’s Will never can. To af-

¢ fert the contrary, is to undeify Him.” Bucker

likewife obferves, * ¢ God has no other motive

« for what he does, than ipfa voluntas, His own -
¢ mere Will; which Will is fo far from being un-
¢ righteous, “that it is Juftice 1tfclf.”

Pof. 8. Since, as was latcly obferved, the Deter--
mining Will of God, being omnipotent, cannot be
obftructed or made v01d 3 It folmws, that ke never
did, nor does he now, will that cvery individual
of mankmd fhould be faved.

If this was his Will, not one fingle foul could ever
be loft; (for who hath refifted his Wili ?) and he
would 1uxely afford all men thofe effetual means of
falvation, without which it cannot be had. Now,
God couldaftord thefc means as eafily to a// mankind,
as to fome only : but experience proves that he does
not 3 and the reafon is equnlv pkun, namely, that he
will not 3 for whatfoever the Lord plofeth, that docs be
in beaven and on earth. *Tis faid, indeed, by the
Apottle, that God would have all men faved, and come
to the knowledge of the truth; i. e. as AusTin,*
confiftently with other fcriptures, explains the paf-
fage, « God will fave fome out of the whole race

¢ Ad Rom. ix, + Enchir. c. 103. & de Corr. & Gr, c. 14,

‘,‘_Q{
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# of mankind,” that s, perfons of all nations, kin-
dreds and tongues. Nay, he will fave all. men,
i. e. as the fame father obferves, ¢ every kind
¢ of men, or men of every Kkind,” namely,
the whole Ele&ion of grace, be they bond or
free, noble or ignoble; rich or poor, male or fe-
male. Add to this, that it evidently militates:
againit the Majefty, Omnipotence, and Supremacy
of God, to fuppofe that He can either wil any
thing iz vain, or that any thing can take effed
againft His 171l : therefore, BucEer obferves, very
rightly, @4 Rom. ix. * God doth not will the fal-
‘< varion of reprobates 3 feeing he hath not chofen -
¢ them, neither.created them to thit end.” Confo-
nant to which are thofe words of LutHER, * “This
¢ mightily offends our rational nature, that God
¢ fhould, of his own mere, unbiafied Will, leave
¢ fome¢ men to themfelves, harden them, and
¢ then condemn them : but He has given abun-
¢ dant demonftration, and does continually; that
¢ this is really the cafe; namely, that the fole
$¢ caufe, why fome are faved,. and others perifh,
‘¢ proceeds from his willing the falvation of the
¢ former, and the perdition of the latter, accord-
“ ing to that of Paul, He bath mercy on wkhom
 He will bave mercy, and whom He will He bard-
¢ neth.” :

- Pof. 9. As God doth not will that each indi-
vidual of mankind fhould be faved ; fo neither did
he will that Chrift thould properly and immediately
die for each indiyidual of mankind: whence it fol-
lows, that, tho’ the blood of Chrift, from its
own intrinfic dignity, was fufficient for the redemp-
tion of ‘all men ; yet, in confequence of his Father’s .
appointment, he thed it imtentionally, and there- -
fore effectually and immediately, for the Elect only.

* De Serv. Arb, ¢, 161, o
o ‘ This
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This is felf-evident. God, as we’ have before
roved, wills not the falvation of every man: but
gl‘e gave his Son to die for them whofe falvation he
willed ; therefore his Son did not die for every man.
‘All thofe, for whom Chrift died, are faved ; and
the divine juftice indifpenfably requires, that to
them the benefits of his death {hould be imparted :
but only the Elett are faved; they only partake of
thofe benefits ; confequently, for them only he
died and intercedes. The apoftle, Rom. viii. atks,
Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's
Elel1 2 it is God that fuflifics, 1. e. his Elect, ex-
clufively of others: who bis be that condemneth 2
Tt is Chvifp that died for them, exclufively of
others. The plain meaning of the pafiage is, that
thofe, whom God juftifies, and for whom Chrift died
‘(Juftification and redemption being of exactly the
fame extent), cannot be condemned. Thefe privi-
leges are exprefly reftrained to the Eleét: therefore

‘God juftifies and Chrift died for them alone.
+ Inthe fame chapter, Paul afks; He that Jpared
act bis own Som, but delivered Him wup for us
all, [i. e. for all us eleét perfons] bow fhall be
not, with bim, alfo freely give us all things?
i. e. falvation, and all things neceflary toit. Now,
*tis certain that thefe are not given to every indivi-
dual ; and yet, if Paul fays true, they are given to
-all thofe for whom Chrift was delivered to death :
confequently, he was not delivered to death for
‘every individual. To the fame purpofe St. AusTin
-argues, i Joban. trafi. 45. col. 335. Hence that
faying of AMBROSE, * ““ /i non credis, non tibi paffus
- ¢ff, 1. e. if you are an unbeliever, Chrift did not
¢ die for you.” Meaning, that whoever is left
-under the power of final unbelief,, is thereby eviden-
ced to be one of thofe for whom Chrift did not die;

* Ambrof. Tom, 2. de fd, 2d Gtat. 1. ¢ i

3 byt
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but that all, for whom he fuffered, fhall be, in -
this life, fooner or later, indued with faith. The
church of Smyrna, in their letter to the diocetes of
Pontus, infift every where on the Doctrine of tpe-
cial redemption *. Buceg, inall parts of his works,
obferves, that ¢ Chrift died reftri¢tively for the
« Ele& only ; but for them univerfally.” -~

Pof. 10. From what has been laid down, it fol-
Yows, t.at Awfin, Luther, Bucer, the Scholaftic
Divines, and other learned writers, are not to be
blamed for afferting that * God may, in fome fenfe,
<« be faid to will the being and commiffion of fin.*””
‘For, was this contrary to his determining will of
permiffion, either he would not be omnipotent; or
fin could have no place in the world : but he is
omnipotent, and fin"bas place in the world ; which
it could not have, if God willed otherwifc; for
who bath refifted bis will? Rom.ix. No one can
~ deny that God permits fin : but he neither permits
it ignorantly, nor unwillingly ; therefore, knowingly
and willingly. Vid. Auft. Enchir. c. 96. LutHer
ftedfaftly maintains this in his book de Serv. Arbitr.
and Buckr in Rom. 1. However, it thould be care-
fully noticed, (1.) That God’s permiffion of fin does
not arife from his taking delight in it: on the con-
trary, fin, as fin, is the abominable thing that his
foul hateth : and his efficacious permiffion of it is
for wife and good purpofes. Whence that obferva-
tion of Auflin, + *“ God, who is no lefs omnipotent,
«¢ than he is fupremely and perfeétly holy, would
“ never have permitted Evil to enter among his
* works, but in order that he might do Good even
<< with that Evil,” i. e. over-rule it for goad in the
end. (2.) That God’s free and voluntary permiffion
of fin lays no man under any forcible or compulfive
neceflity of committing it : confequently, the Deity
can«by no means be termed the author of moral

¢ Vid. Eufeb. Hift.1: 4. c. 10.- - 4 Enchir.c. 11,
- ' evil; .
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evil ;- to which he is not, in the proper fenfe of, the
word, acceffary, but only remotely or negatively fo,
inafmuch as he could, if he pleafed, abfolutely
prevent it. !

We thould, therefore, be careful not to give up
the Omnipotence of God, under a pretence of ex-
alting his bolinefs : he is infinite in both, and there-
fore meither fhould be fee afide or obicured. To
fay that God abfolutely nills the being and com-
miffion of fin, while experience convinces us that
fin is ated every day ; is to reprefent the Deity as
~ a weak, impotent being, who would fain have
things go otherwife than they do, but cannot ac-
complith his defire. On the other hand, to fay

that he willeth fin, doth not in the lealt detract

from the holinefs and reétitude of his nature; be-
caufe, whatever God wills, as well as whatever he
does, cannot be eventually evil: materially evil it
may be; but, as was juft faid, it muft, ultimately,
be directed to fome wife and juft end, otherwife
he could not will it : for his Will is righteous and
good, and the fole rule of right and wrong, as is
often obferved by Aufiin, Lutber, and others. |

Pof. 11. In confequence of God’s immutable
‘Will and infallible Foreknowledge, whatever things
come to pafs, come to pafs neceffarily 3 tho’, with
refpect to fecond caufes, and us men, many things
are comtingent: i. e. uncxpelled, and feemingly acci-
dental. -

That this was the do&rine of LuTHER, none can
deny, who are in any meafure acquainted with his
works: particularly with his treatife De Servo Arbi-
trio,or Free-will a flave : the main drift of which book
is, to prove, that the will of man is by nature en-
flaved to evil only, and, becaufe it is fond of that
flavery, is therefore faid to be free. Among other
matters, he proves there, that ¢ whatever man
¢ does, he does neceffarily, tho’ not with any fen-
¢ fible compulfion: and that we can only do what

[{ GOd
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< God from eternity willed and foreknew we
«¢ fhould ;- which Will of God muft be effectual,
¢t and his Foreight muft be certain.” Hence we.
find him faying,* It is moft neceflary and fa-
¢ Jutary for a chriftian to be aflured, that God
¢« foreknows nothing uncertainly; but that he de-
 termines, and foréfees, and afis, in all things, ac-
< cording to his own eternal, immutable, and
¢ infallible Will;” adding, ¢ Hereby, as with a
< thunderbolt, is. mdn’s free-will thrown down
< and deftroyed.” A little after, he fhews in
what fenfe he took the word neceffity ; ¢ By it,” fays
he, ¢ 1do not mean that the will fuffers any forcible
< confiraint, or co-aflion; but the infallible accom-
_ ¢ plithment of thofe things, which the immutable
¢ God decreed and foreknew concerning us.” He
goes on: * Neither the divine nor human will
¢ does any thing by conftraint: but, whatever
¢ man'does, be it good or bad, he does with as
¢ much appetite.and willingnefs, as if his will was
<« really free. Bur, after all, the Will of God is
¢ certain and unalterable, and is the Governefs of
¢« ours,” Exaltly confonant to all which are thofe
words of Lutber’s friend and fellow labourer, M-
‘ranctHOoN : T ¢ All things turn out according to
< divine predeftination ; not only the works we do
¢ outwardly, but even the thoughts we think in-
¢ wardly :” adding, in the fame place, ¢ There is
¢ no fuch thing as chaice, or fortune; nor is there
¢ a readier way to gain the fear of God, and to
¢ putour whole truft in him, than to be toroughly
¢ verfed in the dotrine of Predeftination.” Icould
cite, to the fame purpofe, Auflin, Aquinas, and.
many other learned men ; but, for brevity’s fake,
‘ forbear. That this is the doftrine of fcripture,
“every adept in thofe facred books cannot but ac-
knowledge. See, particularly, Pfalm cxxxv. 6.
* Cap. 17.in Refp. ad praf. . + In Eph. 1.
1 Matih.
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Matth. x. 29. Prov. xvi. 1. Math, X3vi.- 54:
Luke. xxii. 22. Afs iv.28. Epb.i. 11. Ifai. xlvi.
10. ‘

Pof. 12. As God knows nothihg now, which he
did not know from all eternity ; fo he wi//s nothing
now, which he did not will from everlafting.

This pofition needs no explanation nor en-

forcement: it being felf-evident, that, if any
thing can accede to-God de novo, 1. e. if he can at
any time be wifer than he always was, or will that
at one time, which he did not will from all eter-
nity ; thefe dreadful confequences muft enfue, (1.)
that the knowledge of God is not perfect, fince
what is abfolutely perfect nen recipit magis & minus,
cannot admit either of addition, or detraétion. 1f1
add fo any thing, it is frem a fuppofal that that
thing was not complete before ; if I detract from
it, it is fuppofed-that that detrattion renders it lefs
perfe&t than it was. But the knowledge of God;
being infinitely perfe&t, cannot, confiftently with
that perfetion, be either - increafed or leflened:
(2.) That the Will of God is fluifuating, mutable, and
wnfteady ; confequently, that God himfelf is fo, his
Wil co-inciding with his Effence : contrary to the
avowed affurances of fcripture, and the ftrongeft
diGates of reafon, as we fhall prefently thew, when
we come to treat of the divine immutability. -

- Pof. 13. The abfolute Will of God is the origingl
{pring and efficient caufe of his people’s falvation.. .

1 fay, the original and efficient , For, fenfu complexo,
there aresotber intermediate caufes of their {alvation,
which, however, all refult from, and are fubfer-

- vient'to, thisprimary one, the willof God. Such
are His everlafting Cheice of them to eternal life ;
The eternal Covenant of grace, entered into by the

Trinity, in behalf of the elet; The Iucarnation,

‘Obsdience, Death and duterceffion of Chrift for them;
all which are fo many links in the great chairf\ of

: caufes :
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caufes: and not one of thefe ¢an be takén away,”’
without marring and fubverting the whole gofpel*
- plan of falvation by Jefus Chrift. We fee, then, that’
the free, unbiafled, fovereign Will of God is the root

of this tree of life, which bears fo many gloriouis-
branches, and yields fuch falutary fruits ¢ He there- -
fore loved the ele; and ordaihed-them to life,
becaufe he would ; according to that of the apoftle, -
baving predefinated us —— avcording 10 the' good plea-
Jure of bis Will, Eph.i. 5.. Then, next after’
God’s covenant for 'ﬁ'is»" people, and premifes to:
them, comes in the’ infinite metit -of Chriff’s’
righteoufnefs and atonement : for we wére chofen to
falvation ## Him, as members of his myftic body -
and #brough Him, as our furety and fubftitute, by
whofe wicarions obedience to the moral law, and’
fabmiflion to it’s curfe and penalty, all we, whofe-
mames are in the book: of life, fhould never incur-
. the divine hatred, or be punithed for our fins,’
but continue o eternity; -as we were from eternity,:
heirs of Ged, and joint-heirs with Chrift. Buc:
fill, the divine grace and favour (and God ' extends’
thefe to whom he will) muft be confidered as what"
gave birth to the glorious fcheme of redemption ;
according to what our Lord himfelf teaches us;-
John . 16. God fo loved the world, that be
gave bis only begotten  Som, &c. and that of the
apoftle, 1 John iv. 9. In this was manifefied the

love of -God towards us, becaufe that be- fent bis

only begotten Son into the world, that we might hve
thro’ Him. : . -
" Pof. 14. Since this abfolute Will of God is both"
immutable and omnipotent; we infer, that the
falvation of every one of the ele@ is- moft infallibly-
certain, and can by no means be prevented. - This

rieceflarily follows from what we have already’
- afferted and proved, concerning the Divine Willy
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which, as it cannot be difappointed or made
void, muft undoubtedly fecure the falvation of all
whom God wills fhould be faved. ,
From the whole of what has been delivered un-

der this fecond head, I would obferve, That the ge-’
nuine tendency of thefe truths is, not to make men

indolent and carelefs, or lull them to fleep on the
lap of prefumption and carnal fecurity 3 bur, (1.)
To fortify the people of Chrift againtt the atracks
of unbelief, and the infults of their {piritual enemies.
And what is fo fit, to guard them againit thefe, as

the comfortable perfuafion of God’s unalterable .

‘Will to fave them, and of their unalicnable intereft
in the fure mercies of David? (2.) To withdraw
them cntirely from all dependance whether on

themfelves, or any creature whatever; to make

them renounce their own_ righteoufnefs, no lefs
* than their fins, in point of reliance, and to acqui-
efce fweetly and fafely in the certain perpetuity of

His rich favour. (3.) To excite them, from a truft:

of bis Good-will toward them, to love that God,

who hath given fuch great and numberlefs proofs-

of his love to them; and, in all their thoughts,
words, and works, to aim, as much as poffible, at
his honour and glory. We were to confider,

. ITI. The Uné/oéngeablmq/}, which is effential to

Himfelf and his Decrees. :

Pof. 1. God 1is effentially unchengeable in Him-
felf.  Were he otherwife, he would be confefledly
imperfei?;, fince whoever changes, muf change
either for the Jetter, or for the worfe: whatever
alteration any being undergoes, that being muft,
ipfb faflo, either become more excellent than it was,
or /ofe fome of the excellency which it had. Buc
" neither of thefe can be the cafe with the Deity ;
He cannot change for the better, for that would

neceffarily imply that he was not perfectly good .

" before
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before ; He cannot change for the worfe, for ther
he could not be perfedtly good affer that change.
Ergo, God is unchangeable. And this is the uni-
form voice of fcripture. Mal. iii. 6. I am tbe
Lord, I change not. James i. 17. With Him is no
“wariablenefs, neither fhadow of turning. Pfalm cil.
27. Thon art the fame, and thy jears jhall bave ro
. t”d. B e . . . .
Pof. 2. God is likewife abfolutely urichangeable,
with regard to his purpafes and promifes. Numb. xxiii.
‘19. Gvd is mot a man, that be fhould lye ; neitber
the fon sf man, tbhat be fhould regent: batb be faid,
‘and fhall be not do it 2 or, bath be [poken, and fhall
be not make it good ? 1 Sam. xv. 29. The firength
of Ifrael will not lye, mor repent ; for be is not a man;
that be fhoald repent. Job xxiin 13. He is in one
mind, and who can turn bim? Ezek. xxiv. 14. I
the Lord, bave [poken it, it fhall come to pafs, and
T will do it 5 I will net go back, meither <ill 1 fpareé,
neither will I repent.  Rom. xi. 2y. The gifts and
-calling of God are without repentance. 2 Tirh. ii. 13.
“He abideth faithful, and cannot deny bimfelf.
. By the purpofe, or decree, of God, we mean His
‘determinate counfel, whereby he did from all
cternity pre-ordain whatever he fhould do, 6r
‘would permit to be done, in time. In partjs
‘cular, it fignifies his everlafting appointment of
fome men to life, and of others to death: which
appointment flows entirely from his own free and
fovereign will. Rom. ix. Tbe children not yet being
born, neither baving done any good or evil, (tkat 1be
purpofe of God, according to eleftion, might fiand, not
cof works, but of bim that callab) it was [aid, the
‘elder fhall ferve the younger : as it is wtitten, Facob
bave I loved, but Efau bave I bated. o
The apoftle, then, in the very next words, ana
ticipates an objection, which, he fprefaw, men of
: Cz2 . -corFupt

L
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‘corrupt minds would make to this: What fhail
‘we [ay, then ? is there unrighteoufnefs with God?
which he anfwers with, God forbid! and relolves
the whole of God’s proceedure with his creatures
into hisown fovereign and indeperdent Will: For
‘he faid to Mofes, 1 will bave mercy on whem I will
‘bave mercy, and I will bave compaffion on whom I
will bave compaffion. - R -

We affert, that the decrees of God are not only
immutable ‘as to Himfelf, it being inconfiftent with
His nature to alter in His purpolfes, or change His
‘mind ; but that they are immutable likewife with
_refpeét to the odjefis of thofe decrees: fo that, what-
foever God hath determined, concerning every in-
‘dividual perfon or thing, fhall furely a.n% infallibly
be accomplithed in and upon them. Hence we
‘find, that he actually fheweth mercy on wham he
‘decrecd to fhew merey, and hardeneth  whom
‘he refolved to harden, Rom. ix. 18. . For kis
‘copnfel fhall fland, and be will do all bis pleafure,
‘Hai. xlvi. 10. Confequently, his eternal. Predefti-
‘nation_of men and things muft be immutable as
Himfelf, and, {o far from being reverfible, can pe-
-ver admit of the leaft variation. S
" Pgf. g. ¢ Aktho’,” to ufe the wards of Gregory,
-t God never fwervesfrom his decree, yet he often
“¢¢ varies in his. declarations:”® That is always fure
"and immoveable; tbefe are fometimes feemingly
“difcordant.  So, when he gave fentence againft the

‘Ninevites, by Jonab, faying, Yet. forty days, and

Nineveb fhall be overtbrcwn, the meaning of

‘the words is, not that God abfolutely intended,
- at the end of that fpace, to deftroy the city ; but,
that, thould God deal with thofe people aceording
to their deferts, they wou d be totally extinpated
from the earth.: and (hould be:fo extirpated, unlefs
they repented Ipeedily. P

C- . 5 Likewife,



[ 2t ]

_ Likewife, when he teld King Hezekiab, by the
prophet aiah, Set tkine houfe in order, for thoy
Jhalt die, and mot live; the meaning was, that,
with refpeét to fecond caufes, and confidering the
King's bad ftate of health and emaciated conftitu-
tion, he could not, humanly fpeaking, live much
longer. But ftill, the event thewed that God had
immutably determined, that he fhould live fifteen
years more ; and, in order to that, had put it into
his heart to pray for the blefling decreed: juft as,
in the cafe of Nineveb, lately mentioned, God had
refolved not to overthrow that city then; and, in
order to the accomplithment of his own purpofe
in a way worthy of himfelf, made the miniftry of -
Fonab the means of leading that people to repen-
tance. All which, as it thews that God’s abfolute
Predeftination does not fet afide the ufe of means;
fo does it likewife prove, that, however various
the declarations of God may appear, (to wit,. when
they proceed on aregard had to natural caufes)
his counfels and defigns ftand firm and immove-
able, and can neither admit of alteration in them.
felves, nor of hindrance in their execution. See
this farther explained by Bucer, in Rom. ix. where
you’ll find the certainty of the Divine appointments
folidly afierted and unanfwerably vindicated. Wg¢
now come, ' A

1V. To confider the Omwipozence of God. .
Pof. 1. God is, in the moft unlimited and ab-
folute fenfe of the word, 4lmighty. Jer. xxxii. 17,
Bebold Thou baft made the beaven and the earth by thy
- great power and firetched out arm, and there is nothing
too bard for Thee. Mat. xix. 26, With God all tFings
are poffible.  The Ichoolmen, very properly, dift.n- .
guifh the Omnipotence of God inte abfslute and a¢-
tual : by the former, God might do many things
which he does not ; by the laster, he attually dees
' C3 whatever
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whatever he will. For inftance ; God might, by
virtue of his abfolute power, have made more worlds
than He has. He might have eternally faved every
individual of mankind, without reprobating any: on
the other hand, he might, and that with the ftricteft
juftice, have condemned all'men, and faved none,
He could, had it been his pleafyre, bave prevented
the fall of angels and meh, and Ythereby have hin-
-dered fin from having footing in and among his
creatures. By virtue of his afual power, he made
the univerfe; executes the whole counfel of his
Will, both in heaven and earth ; governs and in-
fluences both men and things, according to his own
pleafure; fixes the bounds which they fhall not
p’afs; and, in a word, worketh all in all, Jfai. xlv,
7. Amos. ii. 6. Fobn v. 17. Afls. xvii. 20,

~ 1 Cor. xii. 6.

Pgf. 2. Hence it follows, that, fince all things
‘are fubjet to the divine controul, ‘God not only
works efficacioufly on his elect, in order that they
may will and do that which is-pleafing in his fight;
but does, likewife, frequently and powerfully fuf-
fer the wicked to fill up the meafure of their ini-
quities, by committing freth fins. Nay, he fome-
times, but for wife and gracious ends, permits his

own people to tranfgrels; for hé has the hearts

and wills of all men in his own hand, and inclines
them tq good, or delivers them up to evil, as he
fees fit: yet without being the auther of fin'y as
Lutker, Bucer, Auftin, and others, have pioufly
and fcripturally taught.

* This pofition confifts of two parts; (1.) That
God efficacioufly operates on the hearts of his elect,
and is thereby the fole author of all the good they
do. fee Epb.iii. 20. Phil. ii. 13. "1 Thef ii. 13.
" Heb. xiii. 21. St. Auftin* takes up no fewér than
* De Grat. &lib. Arb.d c. 1. ufque ad ¢. 20. )

’ o nineteen
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nineteen chapters, in proving that whatever good
is in men, and whatever good they are enabled to
do, is folely and entirely of God; who, fays he,
¢« works in holy perfons all their good defires, their,
¢« pious thoughts, and. their righteous acionsy
“ and yet thefe holy perfons, tho’ thus wrought
“ upon by God, will and do all shefe things freely
¢« for it is He who re&ifies their wills, which, be-
“ ing originally evil, are made good by him; and
¢ which wills, after he hath fet them right and
* made them good, he direts to good attions and
to eternal lite ; wherejn he docs not force their
« wills, but makes them willing.” (2.) That God
often lets the wicked go on to more ungodlinefs
which he does, 1. negatively, by withholding that
grace, which alone can reftrain them from evil. 2.

Remaotely, by the providential concourfe and medi- * °

ation of fecond caufes; which fecond caufes, meet-
ing and acting in concert with the corruption of

the reprobate’s unregenerate nature, produce fin- -
cp g p

ful effe@s. 3. Fudicially, or in a way of jud
ment. Prov. xxi. 1.. The King’s beart is in ti
band of the Lerd, as the rivers of waters; He
“turneth it witherfoever be will: And if the
king’s heart, why not the. hearts of- all men#
Lam. iii. 38. Out of the mouth. of the. moft bigh
Proceedeth mot evil and good? Hence we find, that
the Lord bid Sbimei curfe David, 2 Sam.xvi.-10.
That  he .moved David himfelf to number the
people, compare 1 Chbron. xxi. 1. with 2 Sam. xxiv.
1. Stirred up Fofepb’s brethren to fell him inte
Egypt, Gen. 1. 20. Pofitively and immediately
hardened the heart of Pharach, Ex.iv. 21.- Deli-
vered up David’s wives to be defiled by Abfalom,
2 Sam. xii. 11. and xvi. 22.. Sent a lying {pirit to de-
ceive Abab, 1 Kings xxii. 20—23. And mingled a
perverfe fpirit in the midft of Egype, i. e. made <hat

G4+ . -  nagon
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nation perverfe, obdurate and Riff-necked, J/ii. ¥ix,

g 4. To cite other inftances, would be almeft endlefs, -

and, after thefe, quite unneceffary ; all being fum-
ed up in that exprefs paflage, [fai. xlv. 7. [
mnake - peace and ¢reate evils I the Lord do all
thefe things. See farther, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. Pfalm cv.
24. Jer. xill. 12, 13. A2 1. 23. and iv. 28.
Rom. xi. 8. 2 Theff. 1. 11.- Every one of which
fimplies more * than a bare permiffion of fin. Bu-
leer afferts this, not only-in the place referred to
below, but continually throughout his works :
particularly on Afar. vi. S. 2. where this is
ithe fenfe of his comments on that petition, /ead
us not into temptation ; ¢ *Tis abundantly evident,
*¢ from moft exprefs teftimonies of fcripture, that
“ God, occafionally, in the courfe of his provi-
* denee, puts both elect and teprobate perfons into
#* circumftances of temptation : by which tempta-
* tion, are meant, not only thole trials that are of
“8 an outward, affiiftive nature; but thofe alfo that
#< are inward and fpiritual ; even fuch as fhall caufe
“<.the perfons fo tempted, attually to' turn afide
4¢ from the path of duty, to commit fin, and in-
“¢ volve both' themfelves -and- -others in evik
*¢ Hence we find the elect complaining, Hai. Ixiii.
“¢ 37, O Lord, why baft thou made us to err from
* thy ways; and bardened omr bearts from tby
4 fear 7 But ‘there is alfo' a ‘kind of tempration,
s& 'which -is péculiar to the non-ele&; whereby
“.God, in' a way of juft judgment, mzkes them
“¢ totally blind and obdurate : inafmuch as they
¥¢ are veflels of wrath fitted to-deftruétion.” See
-alfo his expofition of Rom. ix. =

Lutber § reafons to the very fame effe¢t: fome
of his words are thefe; ¢ It nray feem abfurd to
. % Vid. Auguftin. de Grat. & lib. Asbitr. . zo0. & 21. &
“Bucer in'Romi. 1. fe&. ». ) e
*- -1 Dle Serv. Arb. c. 8, & 146. & 147~ ufq. ad c. 165.

* human
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¥ human widom, that God' thould harden, blind
¥¢ and ‘deliver up fome men to & reprobate {erfe’;
4¢ that he thould firkt deliver them over to ¢vil,
#< and then condemn them for that evil ;- but the
*#¢ believing, - fpirieual man fees no abfurdivy’ ax 2l
< in thiss knowibg, that God would be revera
& whit lefs good, ‘even -tho’ -he fhould deftroy al/
#¢ men.” < And-again s - God warketh all things
$¢ in all men 3 even wickednefs in the wicked : for
#¢ this is ‘one branch of his-ewn Omnipotence.”
" “He very properly explains, %ow God may be faid
10 harden men; &c. and yet mot. be the Author
of their fin: ¢ *Tis not to be underftood,” - fays
he, ¢ as if God found men good, wile and tracta-
¢ ble, and then made them wicked, foolith and
“ -obdurate 3 but God, finding them depraved,
¢ judicielly and powerfully excites them juft as
¢ they are (unlefs it is his Will to regenerate any
¢ of them); and, by thus exciting them, they be-
#¢ come mere blind and obftinate than they were
$¢ before.” - See -this whole fubjeét debated at
{arge, in the places laft referred to, - : '

Pof. 3 God, as the primary and efficient caufe
‘of all things, is not only the author of thofe adi- -
ons done by his-ele&, a5 aftions; but alfo as they
-are good aftions : -whereas, on the other hand,
-though hé may be faid to be the Author of all the
.a&iens dene by-the wicked, yet he is not the au-
‘thor of them in a'moral and compound fenfe, as they
‘are finful  but phyfically, fimply, and fenfu divifo, as
‘they are mere ¢éiions, abftractedly from all confide-
‘ration of the goodnefs or badnefs of them. a0
« - Altho? there is no altion whatever,. which 1
-pot, in fome-fenle; cither good or bad ; yet we-can
-eafily cohiceive of an action, purely as fuch, without
adverting 1o the gaulity of it: fo that the diftinc-
«tion between an ABion itfelf, and 10s deviomination
"of good or'evil, is very obvious and.satural, -

In



[ 26 ]

In and by the ele&, therefore, God not ¢nly

produces works and actions, through his almighty -

Power ; but likewife, through the falutary influ-
eences of his Spirit, firft makes their perions good,
and then their a&ions fo too: but, in and by the
reprobate, he produces adtions, by his power a-
‘lone ; which actions, ‘as neither iffuing from faith,
nor being wrought with a view to the Divine Glory,
nor- done in the manner prefcribed by the divine
word, are, on thefe accounts, properly denominated
‘evil. - Hence we fee, that God does not, imme-
diately and per fe, infufe iniquity into the wickedy
but, as Luther exprefies it, powerfully excites them
to action, and with-bolds thofe gracious influences of
‘his Spirit, without which every action is neceffarily
evil. That God, either direttly or remotely, ex-

cites bad men, as well as good ones, to action ;
cannot be denied by any but Atbeifis, or by thofe

who carry their notions of Free-will and human
~ Independency fo high, as to exclude the Deity

from all aGtual operation in and among his crea-

tures : which is litde fhort of Atheifm. Every
work performed, whether good or evil, is"done
. in ftrength and by power derived immediately
from God himfelf, in whom all men live, move, and
bave their Being, Ats xvii. 28. - As, at firft, with-
out Him was not any thing made, which was
made ; fo, now, without Him is ‘not any thing
done, which is done. We have no power or fa-

culty, whether corporal ‘or intelle&tual, but what

we received from God, fubfits by him, and is
exercifed in fubferviency to His will and appoint-
ment. ’Tis He, who created, preferves, actuates

and direts all things. But it by no means fol- -

Jows, from thefe premifes, that God is therefore
the caufe of fin; for fin is nothing but avouia,
Illefalit)', want of conformity to the divine law,

1 John iii. 4. a mere privation. of re@ityde ; confg-

quently,
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quently, being, itlelf, a thing paurely negative, it
can have no pofitive or efficient cavfe, but only a
negative and deficient one: as feveral learned men
have obferved. o
Every action, as fuch, is undonbtedly good ; it
being an actual exertion of thofe operative powers
givcn us by God for that very end: God therefore
may be the auther of all actions, (as he undoubt-
edly is) and yet not be the author of Evil. An
adtion is conftituted evil, three ways; by proceed-
ing from a wrong principle, by being directed to a
wrong end, and by being done in a wrong manner,
Now, tho’ God, as we have faid, is the efficieng
caufe of our attions, as actions; yet, if thefe ac-
tions commence finful, that, finfulnefs ‘arifes from
ourfelves, Suppole, a boy, who knows not how
to write, has his hand guided by his Mafter, and
neverthelefs makes falfe letters, quite unlike the
copy *fet him ; tho’ his preceptor, who guides his

-

hand, is the caufe of his writing a¢ all, yet his own-

ignorance and unfkilfulnefs are the caufe of his
writing /o badly. Juft fo, God is the fuprcmc
author of our ation, abfiraflediy taken; but our
own vitiofity is the caufe of our alting amifs.
I fhall conclude this article, with two or three
obfervations. And, (1.J I would infer, that, if we
would maintain the Dotrine of God’s Omnipo-
tence, we muft infit upon that of his univer(al
agency: the latter cannot be denied, without
giving up the former. Difprove that he is al-
mighty, and then we’ll grant that his” influence
and ‘operations are limited 3nd circumfcribed,
Lutber fays,* ¢ God would not be a refpe@able
“ Being, if he were not almighty, and the doer
« of 51 things that are done; or if any thing
s ‘could come to pafs, in which he had no hand.”™
God has, at leaft, a pbyfical influence on what-
foever is done by his creatures, whether trivial or

' ® De Serv. Arb. c. 160,
i;n_porta_nt,
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important, good or evil. Fudas as truly lived,
moved and had his being from God, as Perer g
and Satan himfelf, as much as Gabriel : for, to fay
that fin éxempts the fifiner from the-divine govern-
ment and jwifdictien, is. abridging the power of
God with a witnefs; nay, is razing it from it’s very.
foundations. ' . '

(2.) This.Doérine of God’s Omnipotence has
a native tendency to awaken in our hearts that
teverence for, and fear of the Divine Majefty,
which none can either receive or retain, but thofe
who believe him to bé infinitely fpowc:r‘ful, and
to work all things after the counfel of his own
Will. " This godly fear is 'a fovereign antidote
againft fin; for, if [ really believe, that God,
by his unintermitted operation ‘upon my foul,
produces attions in me, which, being fimply good,
feceive their malignancy from the corruption of
my nature (and even thofe works that ftand op-
pofed to fins, ate, more or lefs, infefted with this
moral leprofy); and if I confider, that, thould I
yield myfelf a flave to attual iniquity, God can,
and juttly might, as he has frequently done by others,
give me up to a reprobate mind, and punifth one
fin, .by leaving me to the commiffion of another §
furely, fuch refleGtions as thefe muft fill me with
awful “apprehenfions of the divine purity, power
and greatnefs, and make me watch continually,
as well againft the inward rifings, as the outward
appearance of evil. o _ o
" '(3.) This Doérine is'alfo ufeful, as it tends to
f‘nfpir‘c‘ us with true humility of foul, and to lay
us, as impotent duft and afhes, at the feet of Sa-
vereign- Omnipotence. It teaches us, what toq
many are fatally ignorant of, the blefled leflon
of SELF-DESPAIR ; 1. €. that, in‘a ftate of unrege-
neracy, our wifdom is fally, our ftrength weak-
pefs, and our righteoulnefs, nothing warth : that,

“therefore, .
B ’
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therefore; we can do nothing, ‘either to the plery
of God,.or the fpirftual benefit of ourfelves
and others, bur through the ability which He giv-
eth; that-in Him our ftrength lyeth,” and’ from
Him all our help muft ¢ome. * Suppofing ‘we be-
lieve, that, whatfoever is done below ér ‘above,
God doeth it Himfelf; that all things depend,
both as to their being and operation, upon His
‘Omnipotént Arm and rhighty Support’; that' we
cannot even fin, much lefs. do any good thing, if
‘he withdraw his aid ; and that all men are in-his
‘hand, as clay in the hand of the potter; I fay,
'did we really believe all thefe points, and fee'theth
in the light of the Divine Spirit, how, can it be
reafonably fuppofed, that we could wax ‘infolem
‘againft this Great God, behave contemptuoufly and
{fupercilioufly in_the world, or boaft of any thing
‘'we have or do? LuTher infotms us *, that he
¢ ufed frequently to be much offended at this Doc-
‘*¢ rine, becaufe it drove him to SELF-DESPAIR
'« but that he afterwards found, that this fort of
‘¢ Defpair was falutary and profitable, and near
<< a.kin to Divine Grace.” =~ =
~ (4) We dre hereby taught not only Humility
before God, but likewife Dépendence on Flim, and
'Refignation to Him. For, if we are throughly per-
‘fuaded that, of ourfelves, and in our own ftrength,
‘we cannot either do good or evil; but’ that,
‘being originally created by God, weare inceffantly
- fupported, moved, influenced, ‘and directed' by
Him, this way or that, as'He pleafes ; the natural
inference from hence will be,’ that, with firople
faith, we caft ourfelves, entirely, as on the ‘bofom
of his Providence ; commit all our car¢ and foli-
citude to his hand; praying, without hefitarion
‘or referve, that his Will may be.done in us, on us,
and by us; and that, in all his dealings with us,
he may confult his own glory alone. This holy
' ® De Serv. Arb. ¢, 161, o

Poffvenys
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Paffivenefs is the very Apey of Chriffianity, Alf
the defires of our Great Redeemer himfelf were
reducible to thefe #wq; that the #7l/ of God might
be done, and that the Glory of God might be dif+
played. . Thefe were the higheft and fupreme
marks, at which he aimed, throughout the whole
courfe of his f{potlefs life, and inconceiveably tre-
mendous fufferings. Happy, thrice happy that
man, who hath thus far attained the mind that
was’'in Chrift! C ‘

- (5.) The comfortable belief of this Doétrine,
has a tendency to excite and keep alive within ug
that Fortitude, which is fo ornamental to, and ne-
«ceflary for us, while we abide in this wildernefs.
For, if I believe, with the Apoftle, that al/
things are of God, 2 Cor.v.18. 1 fhall be lefs lia-
. ble to perturbation, when afflicted, and learn more
eafily 1o poffefs my foul in patience. This was

Job’s fupport: he was not overcome with rage.

“and defpair, when he received news that the Sa-
-beans had carried off his cattle, and flain his fer-
vants, and that the remainder of both were con-
fumed with fire; that the Chaldeans had rob’d
“him of. his camels ; and that his feven fons were
crufh’d to death, by the falling of the houfe where

‘they wete fitting :" he refolved all thefe misfortunes -
“into the Agency of God, his Power and Sovereignty,

‘and even thanked him for doing what he would
with his own, Fobi. 21. 1f another fhould flander
me in word, or injure me in deed, I fhall not be
prone to anger, when, with David, 1 confider
that the Lord hath-bidden him, 2 Sam. xvi. 10.

" (6.) This fhould ftir us up to fervent and in-
ceflant Prayer. For, does God work powerfully
‘and benignly in the hearts of his Ele¢t? and is he
the fole caufe of every-aétion they do, which is

truly and fpiritually good? Then it thould be our -

‘prayer, that he would work in us likewife both to
will and to do, of his good pleafure: 4nd if, on
. 2 : S felf-

cne? iy
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felf:examination, -we find reafon to truft, that
fome good thing is wrought in us; it thould put’
us -upon tbankfulmﬁ unfelgncd -and caufe us to,
glory, -not in ourfelves, but in Him. On thc
other hand, does God manifeft his " difpleafure,
againft - the wxckcd by blinding, hardemng, and
giving them up to perpetrate iniquity with greedi-
nefs 2 which judicial atts of God, are both a pu-’
nifliment for their fin; and alfo cvcntual additions
to it: we fhould be the more incited to deprecate,
thefe tremendous evils, and to befeech the ng
of heaven, that he would not thus lead us inta.

temptation. .So much concerning the Ommpatem!
of God. I fhall now, : ,

V. Take natice of his }uﬂwe

Pof 1. God is mﬁmtcly, abfolutcly, and un-
chanoeably Juft. \

The Juftice .of God may be conﬁdcred cither
smmanently, as it is in Himfelf, which is, properly
fpeaking, the fame with his Holinefs ; or tranfiently.
and relatively, as it refpeéts his right conduét to-
ward his Creatures, which is properly Fuftice.
the former hic is all that is holy, juft, and good
by the latter, he is manifeffed to be fo, in all his
dealings with angels and men. For the jf7f,
fee Deut. xxxii. 4. P/ xcii. 15. for the fecond,
Fob viii. 3. Pf. cxlv. 17. Hence it follows, that
whatever God either wills or docs, however it
may, at firft fight, feem to clath .with o#r ideas of
right and wrong, cannot really be unjuft. °Tis -
certain, that, for a feafon, he forely afflited his.
righteous fervant $ob; and, on the other hand,
enriched the Sabeans, an mﬁdel and lawlefs nation,.
with a profufion of wealth, and a feries of fuc-
cefs : before Facod and Efau were born, or had
done either good or evil, he loved and chofe the
former, and reprobated the latter : He gave re-

5 pentance
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pcnrancc to Pc'm‘, and left Fudds to perith in hid
fin: and, as in all ages, fo, to this day, ke barh-
whercy on whom be will, and whom -be will be bard-'
neth. - In all which; he adts moft Juftly-and nghte-.
ouﬂy, and there 13 no intquity with Him: - :
*Pof. 3. The Deity may be confidered in a three-
fold view : as God of all, as Lard of all, and as
Frdge of all.
' (1.) As GOD of all, he crcated fuftains, and
exhilarates the whole univerfe ; : caufes His fun to/
fbine, and His rain to fall vpon_ the evil and the’
%ood Mat. v. and is Sorrmg wasTov asbgwron, the:
referver of all men, 1 Tim. iv. r0. For; as he is-
mﬁmtely and fupremely good, fo alfois he commsni-
cative of his goodnefs ; as appears not only from
his creation of all things, but efpecially from-: Kis
prowdcntlal benignity. - Every thing has it’s be-
ing from him, as creator; and it’s well being from-
kim, as a bountiful preferver. (2.) As Lorp,
of Sovereign of all, he does as be will (and has-a*
rhoft unqueﬁx@nab}e right to do fo) with bis ozon 3-
and, -in particular, fixcs and determines the eévers:
lafting ftate of every individual perfon; -as he fees’
fit. ’Tis ¢ffential to abfolute fovereignty, that’
the fovereign have it in his power to dripofe of
thofe, over whom' his jurifdiction extends, juft as’
he pleafes, without betng accountable fo any : and:
- God, whofe -authority 1s unbeunded,-none being.

exempt from it; may, with the firi®teft holinefy

and juftice, love or hate, elett er reprobaté, fave:
ot deftroy any of his creatures, whether human or:
angelic, according to his own'free pleafure and
fovcrcxgn purpoic (3.). AsJupce of all, he
ratifies what he does as Lord, by rendering to alb
-+ according to theif works, by punifhing the
wicked, and rewarding thofe whom it was his Wilk
to- cﬁccm nghtcous and to make h‘o}y' ©

. Pq/';
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* Pof. 3. 'Whatever things Ged wills or does, are
not willed and dore by him becaufe they weré, i
ther owm nasure; and previowfly to his willing them;
juft and right; or becaufe; trom their intrigfic fits
vefty, he ought to will and do them : but’ they are
therefore juft, right and proper; becanfe He, who
1s Holinefs itfelf, wills and does them: E
Hentey Abrabam looked upen it 49 a righteout
actien; to flay his mnetent Son: Why did he fo
efteem it ? becaufe the law of Geod authoris’d muts
der? Noj for, en the centrary; both the law of
Gad gnd the law of nature peremprorily forbed it1
but the holy Patriarch well knew, that the Wi of
Ged is the emly rule of juftice, and that what he
pledfes to commnand, is, an that very accouny
juit and righteous. * It follows, S
Pof. 4. That, although our works are to be
examinegd by the revealed Will of God, and be de-
; riominated materially good or evily as they dpres
or difagree with It 3 yet; the works of God bim/elf
cannot be brought ‘to any téft whatever: for,
his Will being the grand, univerfal law, He hime
felf capnot be, properly fpeaking, fubjed to; ot
obliged by, any law fuperior to thar. Many things
ate done by him, (fuch as chufing and reprobating
mef, witheut any refpect had to their works; fufe
fering people to fall into fin, when, if it fo pleafed
Him; he might prevent it; leaving many back-
flidismg “ profeffors to go on and perifh in their
apoftacy; when ’tis in his diving power to fanétify
and fet them righty drawing fome by his grace,
and permitting many others to continue in fin and
whregeneracy 3 condemning thofe to future mifery,
whom, if he pleafed, he could undoubtedly fave;
with isnumerable inftances of the like pature,
which thighs be mentiened) and whieh, if done
by us; wotld be apparently unjuft, inafmuch as
* Compare alfo Exod. iii. 22. with Exsd. xx. 15.
' they
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they would not fquare with the Revealed Will of
God, which is the great and only fafe rule of our
practice. But, when HE does thefe and fuch
like things, they cannot but be holy, équitable,
and worthy of himfelf : for, fince his Will is effen-
tially and unchangeably juft, whatever he does,
in confequence of that Will, muft be juft and good
likewife. From what has been delivered under
this fifth head, I would infer, That they, who deny
the power God has of doing as he will with his
creatures, and exclaim againft unconditional de?
crees, -as cruel, tyrannical, and unjuft; either
know not what they fay, nor whereof they affirm ;
or are wilful blafphemers of his name; and per-
verle rebels againit his fovereignty : to which; at
laft, however unwillingly, they will be forced to
fubmit.~ -~ -

- T fhall conclude this Introdution with briefly
confidering, in the ° I .

Sixth and Laft place, the Mercy of God.

“Pof. 1, The Deity is, throughout the fcriptures,
‘reprefented’ as infinitely gracious and ‘merciful,
Exod.. xxxiv. 6. Nebem. ix. 17. Pfalm ciii. 8.
x Pet. i g : : '

When we call the divine mercy infinite, we do
not mean that it is, in a way of grace, extended to
all men, without exception; (and fuppofing it
was, even then it would be very improperly denomi-
nated infinite on that account, fince the obje&s of
it, tho’ all " men taken together, ‘would not a-
mount to a multitude ftri¢tly and properly infinite)
but, that his mercy towards his own ele&, as it
knew no beginning, fo is it infinite in duration, and
thall know neither period nor intermiffion..

- Pqf. 2. Mercy is not'in the Deity, as it is-in us,
a paffion, - or affeition; every thing of that kind- be.
ing incompatible with the purity, perfeétion, in-

- - : - dependency
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dependency and unchangeablenefs of his nature :
but, when this attribute is predicated of him, it -
only notes his free and eternal will, or purpofe, of
making fome of the fallen race bappy, by delivering
them from the guilt and dominion of fin, and commu- -
#icating bimfelf to them in a way confifient with bis
-own inviolable juftice, truthb and bolinefs. This"
feems to be the proper definition of mercy, as it
relates to the fpiritual and eternal good of thofe
who are its objects. But it thould be obferved,
“ Pof. 3. That the Mercy of God, taken in it’s*
more large and indefinite fenfe, may be confidered,
(1.) as general, (2.) as fpecial., .
" His general mercy is no other than what we com«" |
monly call bis bounty; by which he is, more or’
lefs, providentially good to all mankind, both ele
and non-ele€t: Mat. v. 45. Luke vi. 35. A&s xiv.
17. and xvii. 25, 28. By his fpecial mercy, He,
as Lord of all, hath, in a fpiritual fenfe, ‘compaf-
fion on as many of "the fallen race, as are the ‘ob-.
je&s of his free and eternal favour: the effets of
which fpecial mercy are, the redemption and jufti- ,
fication of their perfons; through the fatisfaction of
Chrift 5 the effefiual vocation, regeneration and fanc?
i#fication of them, by his fpirit; the infallible and
final prefervation of them in a ftate of grace on
earth ; and their everlatting glorification in heaven.
Pof. 4. There is no contradiction, whether real
or feeming, bétween thefe two affertions, (1.) That
the - bleflinigs of grace and glory are peculiar to °
thofe whom God hath, in his decree of Predefti-
natioh, fet apart for himfelf; and (2.) That the
ofpel declaration runs, that whofoever willeth, may
take of thewater of -life freely, Rev. xxii. 17. Since,
in the firf place, none can will, or unfeignedly
and {piritually defire, a part in theife privileges, bug
thofe whom God previoufly makes willing and de-
Do " D2 C 7 L T firous
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firous; and, fecondly, that he gives this will to,
and excites this defire in, none bﬁ. his own ¢le&.

. Pof. 5. Since ungpdly men, whe are totally and
fimally deftitute of divine grace, cannot know whas
this wercy is, nor form any proper spprehenfions
of it, much lefs by faith embrace and rely upon
it for themfelves; and fince daily experience, as -
well as the fcriptures of truth, teaches us, that
God doth #of open the eyes of the reprobate, as
he doth the eyes of his eleét, nor favingly en-
lighten their underftandings ; it evidently go{l‘ov&s,
that his mercy was never, from the very firft, de-
figned for them, neither will it be applyed ta them =
" but, both in defignation and application, is proper

and peculiar te thofe enly, who are predeftinated.
to litey as it is written, the eletiion kath obtained,
and the refl were blinded, Rom. xi. 7. L

Pof. 6. The whole work of falvation, tegesher
with every thing that is in order to it, or ftands
in conmection with it, s, fometimes, .in feripture,
compriled under the fingfle term merey ; to fhew,
that mere love and abfolute grace were the gran
caufe why the eledt are faved, and that all merit,
worthisefs, and good qualifications of theits were
entirely excluded from having any influence on
the divine will, why they fhould be chofen, re-
deemed, and glorified, agove others, When ’tis
faid, Rom. ix. He bath mercy on whan be will
ave mercy, ’tis as much as if tﬁye dpoftle had faid,
“ God elefted, ranfomed, juftified, regenerates,
< fanéifies and glorifies. whom he pleafes :** every
aone of thefe great privileges being briefly fum’d
up, and virtually included, in that comprehenfive

tafe, * He bath merey® o
~ Paf. 7. It follows, that, whatever favour is be-
ftowed on us; whatever good thing is in us, or*
wrought by us, whether.in Will, Word, or Deed é
anc



and whatever bleflings elle we receive from God,
from Ele®ion quite home to Glorification 3 all pro-
ceed, merely and entirely, from the good pleafure
of bis Will, and his Mercy towards us in Carist
Jesus. To him, therefore, the praife is due, who
putteth the difference between man and man, by
having compaffion on fome, and not an othess,

D3 THE.
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Wherein the Terms, commonly made ufe of in

treating of this Subjecl, are difined and ex-
planed.

as laid down in fciipture; and, fo far,

cleared our way to the Doétrine of Predefti-
nation; I fhall, before I enter further on the fub-
je€t, explain the principal terms, generally made
ufe of, when treating of it, and fettle their true
meaning. In difcourfing on the divine decrees,
mention is frequently made of God’s Love, and
Hatred ; of Eleftion, and Reprobation ; and of the
divine Purpofe, Foreknowledge and Predefiination ;
each of which we fhall diftin&tly and briefly con-
fider. I

H AVING confidered the Attributes of God,
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1. When Lowve is predicated of God, we do not,
mean that he is poflefled of it as a paffion, or affec-.
tion. 1In us, it is fuch; but if, confidcered in that
fenfe, it fhould be afcribed to the Deity, it would
be utterly fubverfive of the fimplicity, perfetiion
and independency of his Being. . Love, thercfore,
when attributed to Him, fignifies, (1.) his eternal,
Benevolence, 1. e. his everlafting Will, Purpofe and.

" Determination to deliver, blefs, and fave his pco-
ple. Of this, no good works, wrought by them,
are, in any fenfe, the caufe. Neither are even the
merits of Chrift himfelf to be confidered as any
way moving, or exciting this goodwill of God to
his elect ; fince the gist of Chrift, to be their me-
diator and redcemer, is itfelf an effeZ of this fre=
and eternal favour, borne to them by. God the Fa-
ther, Fobniii. 16. His love toward them arifes
merely from tbe good pleafure of bis own Will, with-
out the leaft regard to any thing ad extra, or, out
of himfelf. The term implies, (2.) complacency, de-
light, and approbation. ith this love, God can-
not love even his ele@, as confidered in themfelves;
becaufe, in . that view, they are guilty, polluted
finners : but they were, from all eternity, objeéts
of it, as they ftood united to Chrift, and partakers
of his righteoufnefs. Love implies, (3.) actual
beneficence ; which, properly fpeaking, is nothing
elfe than the effec?, or accomplifiment, of the other
two : thofe are the caufe of #bis. This actual be-
neficence refpeéts all bleffings, whether of a tem-
poral, fpiritual, or eternal ‘nature, Temporal
good things are, indeed, indifcriminately beftowed
in a greater or lefs degree, on all, whether elect .
or reprobate; but they are given in a covenans
way, and as bleffings, to the elett only: to whom
alfo the other benefits, refpecting grace and glory,
are peculiar. .And this love of beneficence, no
lefs than that of benevolence and complacency, is ab-

. D4 ‘ folutely



|

| f 401}
fo}utely fm, and irrefpe&ive of any worthjnefs in
man.

'YL When Hatred is afcribed to God, it implys,
(1.) a negation of bencyolence; or, a refolution
not to haye mercy on fuch and fuch men, nor ro
endue them with ‘any of chofe graces, which ftand
conne@ed with etgrnal life. go, Rom. ix. Efgy
bave F bated, 1. e. 1 did, from all eterpity, detey-
mine within myltlf, not to have mercy ‘on him.
The fole caufe of which awful negation, is, not
merely the unworthinefs of the perfons hated, but
the fo’v'c;'eigpty and freedom of the divine Will,
¢2.) It denotes difplegfyre and diffike ; for, Sin-
ners, who are not interefted in Chrift, cannot but

be infinitely difpleafing to, and loathfome in; the

fight of eternal purity. (3.) It fignifies a pofirive
will ta punifp and gdeftroy the reprobate for their
fins; of which Will, the infh&ion of mifery upan
them hereafter, is but the neceffary effe&t, and
a&ual execution. ' :

111. The ter Eksion, that fo very frequentl
occurs in feripture, is there taken in a faurfalg
“fenfe ; (1.) and moft commonly fignifies,  That

s¢ pternal, fovereign, wuncomditional, particular, and

8 immutable aét ‘of God, where he feleded fome
% from ameng alt mankind, and of every nation
“ under heaven, to be redeemed and cvcrlaﬁinglx

“ favéd by Chrift.” (2.) It, fometimes, and more -

rarely, fignifics, * That gracious and almighty a&
“ of the divine Spirit, whereby God a&ually and
& vifibly feparates his Eké from the world, by
& effectnal calling. This s nothing but the ma-
wifeflation and partial fulfitment of the former eléc-
#10n ; and, by it, the objes of predeftinating grace
are fenfibly led into the communion of faints, and
vifbly added ta the number of God's declured, pro-
: o fefling
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feffing ‘people. Of this our Liord makes men.
tion, John xv. 19, Becaufe I bave chofen You oyt
of the warld, “therefore the world bateth  you.
Where, it thquld feem, the chaice, fpoken of, does
not tefer fo much to God’s eternal, immanent a& of
- ele@ign, as his open, manifeft one; whereby he
g:wcrfully and efficacioufly called the difciples
rth from the wqrld of the unconverted, and
guickened them from above, in converfion. (3.)
gy cleCtion is fometimes meant, ¢ Gog’s taking a
*¢ whole nation, community, or body of men, into
s« external govenant with himfelf, by giving them the
*¢ advantage of revelatlon, or his written word, as
¢ the rule of their belief and pradife, when other na-
< tions are without it®, 1In zAis fenfe, the whole
body of the Jewith nation was indifcriminately
called ele2, Deut, vii. 6. becaufe that unto thess
swere eommitted she Oracles of God. Now, all that
are thus elefted, are not therefare neceffarily faved;
but many of them may be, and are, reprodates : a8
thofe, ef whom our Lord fays, Mat. xiii. 20. that
they bear the word, and anon with joy receive it,
&c. And the apoftle Fabn, 1 Epift. chap, ii.
They wept out from us, i.e. being favoured with
the fame gofpel revelation we were, they profeffed
themfelves true believers, no lefs than we; dup
they were mot of us, i. e, they were not, with us,
chofen of ‘God unto everlafting life, nor did they
ever, in reality, poffefs that falth of his operation,
which he gave to us; for, if they bad, in this fenfe
been of us, they would, no doudt, bave continued witl
us; they would have mgnifefted the fncerity of
their profefflons, and the #7752k of their converfion,
by enduring to the end, and being faved. = And
cven this external revelation, tho’ it is not necef-
farily conneéted with eternal happingfé, is, never-
‘thelefs, productive of very many and great advan-
tages to the people and places where it is vouch-
- ) fil'ﬁ!(:l;x
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fafed; and is made known to fome .natiens,
and kept back * from others, according to the good
pleafure of Him,who worketh all things after the coun-
Jel of bis own Will.  (4.) And laftly, Ele&ion fome-
times fignifies, *“ The temporary defignation. of
< fome perfon or perfons, to the filling up fome
¢ particular ftation in the-viffble church, or office in
< ¢ivil life.” So Fudas was chofen to the apoftlefhip,
Fobn vi. 70. and Saul to be king of Ifrael.
1 Sam. x. 24. ‘Thus much for the ufe of the word
Ele&ion. On the contrary, ‘ :

IV. Reprobation denotes either, (1.) God’s eter,
nal Preterition of fome men, when he chofe others
to glory, and his Predeftination of them to fill up
the meafure of their iniquities, and then to receive
the juft punifhment of their crimes, even deffruction
Jrom the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory of
bis power. This is the primary, moft obvious,
and moft frequent fenfe, in which the word is ufed.
It may likewife fignify, (2.) God’s forbearing to call
by his Grace, thofe whom he hath thus ordained
to condemnation : but this is only a temporary
preterition, and a’ confequence of that which was
from eternity. (3.) And laftly, The word may be
taken in another fenfe, as denoting' God’s refufal
to grant, to fome nations, the light of the gofpel
revelation. This. may be confidered as a kind of
mational reprobation ; which yet ‘does not imply
that every ihdividual perfon, who lives in fuch a
country, muft therefore unavoidably perifh. for
ever: any more than that every individual, who
lives in a land called Chriftian, is therefore in a
ftate of falvation. There are, no doubt, elesZ per-
fons among the former ; as well as reprobate ones,
among the /atter. By a very little attention to the
context, any reader may eafily difcover in which

* See Pfalm cxlvii. 19, g0. - - -

of
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of thefe feveral fenfes the words e and reprobate
are ufed, whenever they occur in feripture.

" V."Mention is frequently made, in fcripture,
of the Purpofe® of God: which is no other than
his gracious intention, from eternity, of making his
Eleét everlaftingly happy in Chrift.

VI. When Fore-knowledge is alcribed to God,
the word imports, (1.) that gemeral prazicience,
whereby he knew, from all' eternity, both what
He Himfelf would do, and what his creatares, in
confequence of his efficacious and permiffive decree,
fhould do likewife. The divine fore-knowledge,
confidered in' this view, is- abfolutely univerfal;

S . , '

* The Purrose of God does not feem to differ at all, from
PreEpEsTINATION: that being, as- well as 7bis, an eternal,
free and unchangeable a& of his will. Befides, .the word par~
2o/t when predicated of Gud in the New Teftament, aIewg:
‘denotes his defign of faving bis ele@, and that only 3 Rom. vili.
28.'and ix.' 11." Epb. i. 11. and iii. 11. 2 T7m. i. 9. As
‘does the term Predeftination ; which, throughout the whole
New Teitamerit, never fignifies the appointment of the non-cle&f
to wrath; byt, fingly and folely, the fore-appointment of the
€lect o grace.and glory : tho’, in common theological writ-
ings, Predeftination is fpoken of as extending to whatever
God does, both in a way of _permiﬂion and efficiency ; as, in
the utmoft fenfe of the term, it does. ’Tis worthy of the read-
er’s notice, that the original word, weof¢a1¢, which we render
Purpofe, fignifies pot only an appointment, but a fore-appoint-
ment, and fuch a fore-appointment, as is effcacious, and cannot
be -obftruéted, but fhall moft affuredly iffue in a full accom-
-plithment : which gave occafion to the following judicious
remark of a late learned writer; ‘¢ wgo3¢o. 4 Paulo fepe
¢¢ ufurpatur in ele&ionis negotio, ad defignandum, confilium
“¢¢ hoc Dei non efle inanem quandam & inefficacem velleita-
‘¢ tem ; fed conftans, determinatum, & immautabile Dei pro-
¢ pofitum ' Vox enim eft effcacie fumme, ut notant gramma-
.#¢ tici veteres ; & fignate vocatur i Paulo, 7poBiass 78 Ta
¢ gara evspysi]G>, confllium illins, qui efficaciter omnia operatur
#¢ ex ‘beneplacito fuo.” - 'TurreTIN, Infitut, Tom, 1. Loc. 4.
Quaf, 7.8..12, ‘ -

-
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it exiends toall bangs that did,. da, or ever (hell
exift; and 10 all alaxs, that ever have been, that
are, or fhall be done, whether good or evil, na-
wral, ciwil, or ‘moral, (2.) The word afien de-
potes thay Jpecial prefcience, which has for it’s
ohje&s his awn cle@, and them aone, whom he
is, in a peculiar fenfe, faid 10 know and foreknow,
Pfal. i, 6. Fobn x.27. 2 Tim. 1i. 19. Rom. viii. 29.
3 Prt i 2,and this knowledge is coangiled with, or
rather the same with, Jove, favour and approbation. .

VII. We come, now, to confider the meaning af
the word Predeftination, and bow It is taken ip
kripwure, The verb predgfiinate is of latin original,
and Ggnifies, in thar tongue, fo deliberate beforeband
with one’s [elf, bow one fhall all 5 and, in confequence
&f fuch deliberation, to conflituse, fore-ordain, qnd
Predeicrmvine, awbere, when, bew, avd by whem, any
thivg fhall be done, and to ewbas eud 4 fall ba dewe,
So the Greek verb, wgoedg(o.\, which cxa&tly an.
fwers to the Englith word predeflinats, and is ren-
dered by ic, fignifies, o refolve, befare haud, witkis
oxc’s felf, what te dosy and, before the thing relolved
o is aftually effefted, o appoint it 1o fome certaip.
we, ard dired u to fome derermingse end.  The He-
brew verb, Habbdel, bas likewile much the fame
fignification.

. Now, none but wife men are capable (efpecially
in mauers of grear importance) of rightly deter-
mining ewbhat to do, and &ow to accomplith a
proper md, by jult, fuitable and effeCtual means :
and, if this is, confefledly, a very material pare
of rue Wifdom; who fo ff to difpofe of men,
snd affign cach individual his {phere of aGion in
this world, and his place in the world 2o come,
#s the all-wift God ? and yer, alas! how many are
there, whe cavil at thele eternal degrees, which,
were we capable of fully and clearly mdn-ﬁa.rl:iing
de 1 em'
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them, would appeat e be- as jaftas they are fo-
vereigt, and as iz a8 ehey are incomprehenfible ¢
Divime Prz-ordination has, for it objecls, alf
things that are created ! no creavure, whether ra=
tional or ittational, animace or inamimate, iy exw:
empted from. it’s ififtuence.  All beings whatever,’
from the highelt Angel to the meaneft repie, and
ftom the meateft teptile to the minuteft atom,’
aré the objects of God’s eternal decrees and par--
ticular providence. However, the antfers fachers
ohly make ufe of the word Predeftination, as it
refers o ar‘:ﬁels or ‘tiien, whether good or evil:
anid it is ufed, by the apoftle Paud, it a ore limits
ed fefife ftill; fo- as, by it, to mean only ther
brangh of it, which refpe€ts God’s election and
defigiation of his people to eternal life, Rom. viii; -

36. Epb.i.av.

- Biit, that we. miay more juftly apprehend the
import of this word, and the ideas mrended 1o be
coniveyed by it; it may beé proper to obferve, thar
the term Predeftination, theologically taken; ad-
thits of a feurfold' definition : and may be confider-
edas, (1.) ¢ Thit eternal, moft witt,’ and imrmerea-
¢ ble decree of God, whereby He did, from before alt
« time, deterniine 411d ordain to create, difpofe of;’
¢ and direct to fome particular end, every perfon
¢ and thing to which he has given, or is yet to give,,
¢ Being ; and to make the whole creation fubfervi-
© efit to, and declarative of, his ewn glorg.® Of
this decree; aCtual Providence is the execurion. (2.}
Predeftination may be confidesed, as relating ge-
Nerally to mankind, and. them omb: and, in this.
view, we define it to be, *¢ Fhe everlatting, fove-
© reign, and invariable purpofe of "God, whereby
« Me did determine within himfelf, to create
« Adsm in his own image and likenefs, and thea
¢ vo petmit his Fall ; and rofuffer him, thereby, to
¢ plange himfelf, and his whole pofterity,” (in=

- : afmuck
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afmuch as they. all finned in him, not only virtually, .
but alfo federally and reprefentatively) < into the
<« dreadfull abyfs of fin, mifery, and death.” (3.)
Confider Predeftination as relating to tbe elec? only,
and it.is ¢ That eternal, unconditional, particular,
¢« and irreverfible at of the divine Will, where-"
“ by, in matchlefs love, and adoreable fovereign-’
¢ ty, God determined within himfelf to deliver

< a certain number of Adam’s. degenerate *. off- -

 {pring, out of that finful and miferable eftate,
- ¢ into which, by his primitive tranfgreffion, they
¢ were to fall :” and in which fad condition’ they
were equally involved, with thofe who were. not'
chofen : bur, being pitched upon, and fingled out,
by God the Father, to be veffels of grace and fal-
vation (not for any thing in them, that coyld re-
commend them to his favour, or entitle them to’
his notice, but merely becaufe he would thew him--
felf gracious to them), they were, in time, attually
redeemed by Cbrift; are effettually called by his
fpirit, juftificd, adopted, fanifiéd, and preferved’
fafe to his heavenly kingdom. .The fupreme end
of this decree, is the manifeftation of his own in-
finitely glorious and amiably tremendous perfec-,
tions : the inferior, or fubordinate end, is the

' ‘ . L)
* ® When we fay, that the decree of Predeftination to life
and death refpe@ts man as faller, we do not mean, that the’
foll was a&ually antecedent to that decree : for the decreeis truby
and properly cternal, as all God’s immanent ats undoubtedly,
are ; whereas the fall took place in time. What we intend,
then, is only this, viz. that God, (for reafons, without doubt,
worthy of himfelf, and of which we are, by no means, in this
life competent judges) having, from everlafting, peremptorily.
ordained to futier the fall of Adam ; did, likewife, from ever-
latting, confider the human race as fallen: and, out of the
whole mafs of mankind, thus viewed and foreknown asim-
ure, and obunoxious to condemnation, vouchfafed: to jfe/e
me - particular perfons, (who, colletively, make up a werp
great, tho’ precifely determinate, number) in and on whom He
would .make knowii the ineffable riches of his mercy. *

-5 s happinefs

3
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happinefs ‘and falvation of them' who 4re thus
freely ele@ed. (4.) Predeftination, as it regards the .
reprobate, is “ That eternal, moft holy, {overeign,
¢ and immutable act of God’s Will, whereby he
% hath determined to /eave fome men to- perithin
-« thcxr ﬁns, and to be _]uﬁly pumfhed for. them ”

LI

‘ CHAPIﬂ

ererem fbe Doitrine ¢of PREDESTINATION
is explained, as it relates in genera/ to

iMMm

HUS much bemg prcmnfed with relation

l to the fcripture zerms commonly made ufe
ot in this conr.roverfy, we fhall, now, proceed to
take a nmearer view of this hlgh and myi’ccnous
article. ~ And, S S

I. We, with the fcrlptures, affert, That therc
is a Predeftination of fome partlcular perfons to
life, for.the praife of the glory of divine grace ;
and a Predeftination of other particular perions to
death : which death of punithment they fhall inevi-
tably undergo, and that juftly, on account of their
fins. (1.) There. is a Predefisnation of fome pariicular
perfons to life.  So, Mat. xx. 15. 2fany are called,
but few chaofen, i. e.. the gofpel revelation comesy
indifcriminately, to great multitudes; but few,
comparatively fpeaking, are fpiritually and eternally
the better for it: and thefe few, to whom itis
~ #he favor of life unto life, -are therefore favingly.
benefited by it, becaufe they are the chofen, or
_ele@ of God. To the fame effe&t are the follow-
ing paffages, among many.others ; Mat. xxiv. 22.
For the elells [ake, thofe days _ﬂzall be fhortesied.
,A&s Xii, 48. .45 many.as were ordained to eternal

life,
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kfe, believed. Rom. viti. 36, Whowi be did gﬂ
defiinate, shem be n{fv called, And, verfe 93, (1]
Shail lay any thing to the sharge of God's elesi ¥
Eph. 1. 4, 5. Ascording os be bath ebefen us in Him,
before she foundovion of sbe world; thas we [ibuid be
bely, 8¢c.. Having predeftinased ss to the ddopiion of
children, by Fefus Chbrift, unto Himfelf, according to
the good pleafure of bis Will. 3 Tim. Y. §. Wbi
bath faved us, ond called us with an boly calling;
not _atcordin5 %0 our ;v:'rls, but according to bis own
urpofe, and grace whick was givew us, in Cbrs,
,gqff;éftbe worii'began. (2.) Thif elettion of ée'm,
individuals utito ecerval life, Was for 2be praift of
the glory of divine grace. ‘This is exprefsly afférted,
in fo many words, by the apoftle, Epb. i. 5, 6.
Grace, or mure favonr, was the Winpullivé caute of
all : It was the main fpring, which fet aH the infe-
riot wheels in motion, *Twas an-at of gruce;
God, to chuke adyy when ke mighs have pafitd
by all : *Twas an a& of fovereign gracé, ta chufe
this man, rather than that ; when both were equally
undone if thefifelves; and 2liké obnoxiosis to his
dilpleafure. In a wordy finco eleéliont is s of
works, and do¢s not proteed on the lealt regard
bad to sny tworshinefs in its objeélsy i mukt be

© of free, unbyalt gyact: but clettion is not of

viorks, Rom. xi. 5, 6. therefote, it is folely of gride,
€3.) There is, onm the other hand; a Predefiinasien
of Jome parsiciwar perfons to Btatk. 2 Cor.ivi 3. If
our gofpel be bid, s¢ is bid to them 1hut ave lefl
3 Pet. it. 8. Who fpumble a5 the word, being difs
@dedisnt 5 whevenwto alfo they were appoinited, 2 Pet.s,
12, Theft, as naiwral brate beafis, made to bs taker
and defiroyed.  Jude ver. 4. There ate ceriain meN,
sreph inwuawaresy, whe were before, of eld, ordained
to this condemnation, Reav. xvii. 8. HWbofe awes
were not writitn in Wbe book of life from the foundation
of the world. But of this we fhail tredt profafiedly,
and more as large, in the fifth chaper, (4.)f This

: uture
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future death they fhall inevitably undergo : for, as God-
will certainly fave all, whom hLe wills fhould be.
faved ; fo he will as furcly condemn all, whom: he
wills fhall be condemned; for he is the Judge ‘of
the whole earth, whofe decrce fhall ftand, and
from whofe fentence there is no appeal. Hath He -.
Jsid, and fhall He not make it good? hath He [poken, -
-and fhall it not come to pafs 2 And his decree is this;
that thefe, i. e. the non-ele€t, who are left under
*the guilt of final impenitence, unbelief, and fin,
Jhall go away into everlafing punifhment , and the
righteous, 1. e. thofe who, in confcquence of their’
eleGion in Chrift, and union to him, are juitly
reputed, and really conflicuted fuch, fhall enter into
life eternal, Mat. xxv. 46. (5.) The reprobate fhall -
undergo this punithment juily, and on account of
their fins. Sin is the meritorious and- immediate caufe -
of any man’s damnation. Gad: condemns apd:
punithes the non-eleét, not merely as men, butas
JSinners: and, had it pleafed the great Governor of
the univerfe, to have entirely prevented fin from -
having any entrance into the world, it fhould feem -
as if he could not, confiftently with his known at-
tributes, have condemned any nian at all. But, -
as dll fin is properly meritorious of eternal death ; -
and all men are finners ; they, who are condemned, -
are condemned moft juftly, and thofe who ‘are fa-
ved, are faved in a way of fovereign aefcy, thro’
the vicarious obedience and death of Chrift for
them. = = S -
Now, this twofold Predeftination, of fome to -
life, and of athers to death, (if it may be called
twofold, both being conflituens parts of the fame -
decree) cannot be denied, without likewife de-
nying, 1. molt exprefs end frequemt declarations of '
[feripture, and, 2. the very exfience of God :* for,"
fince God ts a Being perfeétly fimple, free from all .
accident and conipefition y and -yet, a Will to fave
e E fome.
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fome and punifh others is very often predicated of
Him in fcripture; and an immoveable decree 1o
do' this, in confequence of his Will, is likewife
afcribcd fo Him ; and a perfe®t fore-knowledge,
of the fure and certain accomplifhment of what he
has thus willed and decreed, is alfo attribyted to
him ; it follows, that whoever denies this Will,
Decree, and Fore-knowledge of God, does, implicitly
and 'virtually, . deny God Himfelf: fince his
Will, Decree, and Foreknowledge are no other than
God Himfelf willing and decreeing and foreknow-
ing. | . }
II. We affert, that God did, from eternity,
decree, to make man in his own image ; and alio
decteed to fuffer him to fall from tﬁgt image in
which he fhould be created, and, thereby, to
forfeit the happinefs with which he was invefted :
which decree, and the confequences. of it, ‘were
not limited to 4dam only 3 but included, and ex-
tended to, all his natural pofterity.

Something of this was hinted already, in'the
preceding chapter: we fhall now proceed to the
proof of it.  And, (1.) That God did make man in
his own image, is evident from fcripture, Gen. i.
24. (2.) That he decreed from eternity fo to make
man, is as evident; fince, for God to do any thing
without having decreed it, or fixed a previous plas
in hisown mind, would be a manifeft imputation
on his wifdom : agd, if he decreed That now, or at
any time, which he did not akways decree, he could.
not be unchangeable. (3.) That man afually did fall
from the divine image, and his original happinefs,,
is the undoubted voice of fcripture, Gen. i1 And,
(4.) That he fell in confequence of the divine dp-

eree *, we prove thus: God was either willing that '

® See this article judicioufly fated, and nertoufly afferted,
by Wit s1vysy in his Osem.-d, 1, Cap. 8.8, 1o-zg.
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Adam thotild fall; or wnwilling, of indifferent
about it. If God was wunwilling, that Adam
fhould tranfgrefs, how came it to pafs that he
did? Is man firomger, and is Satan wifér; than
He that made them? Surely; ho. Again;
could notGod, had it fo pleafed him, have bin-
dered the tempter’s decefs to paradifé ? ot have
created man, as he did the elet angels, with 4
will invariadly determined to good only, and fnca-
pable of being byafs’d to evil ? or, ‘at leaft,. have
made the grace and ftrength, with which he m-
du’d Adam, alually effecinal to the refifting of all
{olicitations to fin ? None, but atheifts; would an-
fwer thefe queftions in the negative. Surely, if
God had not willed the fall, he cosld, and no doubt
wbould, have prevented it : but he did #ot prévent
it: ergo, he willed it. And, if he willed it, lie certainly
desyeed it ¢ for the decrée of God is nothing elfe bue
the feal and ratification of his Will. He does nothing,
but what he decreed; and he decreéd riothing, which
he did not will: and both will and dectee are abfo-
lutely eternal, tho’ the exceution of both be én Tinic,
The only way, to evade the force of this reafoning,
is, to fay, that * God was indifferent and urconcerneds:
¢ whether man fteod or fell.” But in what &
fhameful, unworthy light does this reprefent the
Deity ! Is ic poffible for us to imagine, that God'
could be an #dle, car¢lefs fpeftator, of one of the
moft important events that ever came to pafs ¥
Atre not the wvery Hairs of our bead all mumberéd ¥
or does ‘a fparrow fall to the ground, without our
beaverly Fatber ? If, then, things, the moft trivial
and worthlefs, are fubje& to the appointment of
his decree, and the controul of his providence
how much more is Mawn, the miafter piece of this
lower creatiori ? and, above all, TuaT man Adawm,
who, when recent from his Maker’s hands; was
the living image of God himislf, and very lictke
S - E 2 g . nferior
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inferior to angels! and on whofe perfeverance, .
was fufpended the welfare, not of himfelf only,
but likewife That of the whole world. But, fo
far was God from bcing indifferent in this matter,
that there is moibing whatever, about which he
is fo; for he worketh all things, without excep-.
tion, after the counfel of bis own Will, Eph. i. 11.,
confequently, if he pofitively wills whatever. is
done, he cannot be ndifferent with regard to any
thing. On.the whole; if God was not unwilling -
that Adam fhould fall, he muft have been willing
that he fhould: fince, between God’s willing and .-
nilling, there is no medium.  And is it not highly-
rational, as ‘well as feriptural ; nay, is it not abfo-
_ lutely neceflary, to luppofe, that the Fall was not
contrary to the Will and determination of God.? -

fince, if it was, his Will (which the apoftle repre-.

fents as being irregfifiible, Rom. ix. 19.) was appa-.

rently frufirated, and his determination rendered

of worfe than none effe¢t. And how difhonorable

to, how inconfifient with, and how notorioufly fub-

verfive of, the dignity of God, fuch a blafphemous

fuppofition would be, and how irreconcileable with

every one of his allowed Attributes, is very eafy to

obferve. (5.) That man, by his fall, forfeited the-

happinefs with which he was invefted, is evident,

as well- from {cripture, as from experience ;.

Gen. iii. 7, 10, 16, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24. Rom. v..

12. Gal. iii. 10. He firft finned, (and the effence

of fin lyes in difobedience to the command of God)
“and then, immediately, became miferable; mifery
being, through the divine appointment, the nas.

* turaland infeparable concomitant of fin.- (6.) That
the fall, and it’s fad confequences, did not termi--
nate folely in 4dam, but aftet his whole pofterity,
is the doltrine of the facred oracles :  Pfaim li. 5.
Rom. v. 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19. 1 Cor. xv. 22.
. Epb. ii. 3. Befides, not only fpirituc! and eternal,
B but
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but likewife temparal death is the wages of fim,
Rom. vi.23.  Famesi. 15. And yet, we fee that.
millions of infants, who never, in their own perfons,
either did or ¢omld commit fin, die eontmual]y
It follows, tha! either God muft be unjuf, in pu-
nifling the innocent ; or that thefe infants are, fome
way or other, gmlty creatures : if they are not fo
in themfelves, (1 mean aftually {o, by their cwn com-
miffion of fin) they muﬂ: be {o in fome other perfon
and’ who that perfon is, let fcripture fay, Rom. v.
12, 18, -1 Cor. xv. 22. And, I afk, how can
thefe be, with equity, tharers in Adam’s Punifhment,
unlefs they are chargeable with his /in? and how
can tkey be fairly chargeable with bis {in, unlefs
he was their faderal head and Jeprefentative, and
afied in their name, and fu[’camed their perfons,
when he fell ?

~ I We affert, that, as all men, univerfally, are
not elefted to falvation; fo neither are all men,
univerfally, ordained to condemnation. This fol-
lows from what has been proved already: how-
ever, 1 fhall fubjoin fome farther demonftration of
thefe two pofitions: (1.) Al men univerfally are
not elefted to falwtwn And, firft, this may be evin-
ced & pofieriori: *tis undeniable, from fcnpture,
- that God will not, in the laft dav, fave tvery indi-
vidual of mankmd Dan. xii. 2. Mat. xxv. 46.
Fobn v. 29. Therefore, fay we, God never de-
Jigned 1o fave every individual : fince, if he had,
every individual would and muft be faved, for
bis counfel fhall fand, and be will do all bis pleafure.
‘See what we have already advanced, on this head,
in the firft chapter, under the fecond article, Poﬁ-
tion 8. Secondly, this may be evinced, alfo, from
God’s foreknowledge. The Deity, from all eternity,
and, confequently, at the very time he gives
hfe and b"lrg toa reprobate, cmamly foreknew,

E 3 and
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angd knaws, in confequence of his owndecree, thay
{uch an one would fall fhort of falvation: now, ¥
God foreknew- this, he mult have predetermined
it ; becaufe his own Will is the foundatien of his
decrees, and his decrees are the foundation of
his prefcience ; he therefore foreknowing futurities

becaufe, by his predeftination, he hath rendere

their futurition certain and inevitable. Neither is
it pofiible, in the very mature of the thing, thag
they fhould be ele&ed to falvation, or ever obtain
it, whom God foreknew fhoyld perith : for then
the divine af? of preterition would be changeable,
wavering and precarious ; the divine Foreknowledge
would be deceived ; and, the divine #7ll impeded,
All which are utterly impoffible.  Lafly, That all
men af¢ not chofen to hfe, nor created to that end
is ‘evident, in that there are fome who were bated
of God, before they were born, Rom. ix. 11, 12,

13- are fitted for defiruction, verle 22: and made for’

tpe day. of evil, Prov. xvi. L.

" But, (2.) Al men univerfally are not ordained ta
condginnation. There are fome who are chofen,
Mat. xx.°16.  An eleftion, ar ele€t number, whq
obtain grace apd falwation, while zbe reft are blinded,
Rom. xj. 7. alittle flock, to whom it is the Fatber’s
goed pleafure to give the kingdom, Luke xii. 32, A
people whom the Lord hath referved, Jer, 1. 20,
and formed for bimfe!f. Iai.xliii. 21. A peculiarly
favoured race, to whom #,is given to knoww the. my~
Joeries of the kingdom of Heavery while, to athers, it

is not given, Mat, xiil. 11. a. remnant a:cordia%, e

the elefion of grace, Rom. x1. 5. whom God batk
#ot opposuted to wrath, but 40 ohtain falvation. by. Fefus
Cbriff, 1 Thefl. v. g, In. 3 word, who are 4
chofon generation, & reyal prigfbood, an. boly mation,
a pecuiar peapley that. they, Should. fhew forth tha
pie fes «f Himy whi bath calléd them out. of darknefs,
1ic wis marvellons lighty 1 Bety ii. gy And whofg
wames, tor that very end, are in the book of life,

‘ , i Phil.
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Phil: iv. 4. and writren in Flaven, Eaké x. 20.
Hobr. #ii. 23. Ldaer * obférves, that, inf the gthg
foth, dnd 11th ¢hapters of the épiftle to the'Ro-
wiansy the apoftle particularly infifts on ehe Do&riné
of Predeftination; * Becdufe”, fays he; ¢ Ai}
« thinigs, Whatever, atife frorh, dnd_depend upon,
“thd diviné dppeintment; whereby it was pré-
¢ orddined, who fliould redeive thé word of life;
*“ and who fhould' difBtlieve it; who fhould be
“ delivered from their fins, and who fhould be
‘ hardened in them; whe fhoul be juftified,
« and who condémned.” -

IV. Wé affere; tiat the nimber of the elef?, and
alfo of ¢he regrobate; is fo fixt and detétminate; that.
neither can be augmented or diminifbed. ]

*Tis written of God, that He telleth the number
of t% fars; and calleth them all by their names,
Pfalm cxlvil. 4. Now, ’tis as incompatible with -
the infinite wifdom and knowledge of the all-com- -
ptehending God, to be ignorant of the samies and
numbdr of the rational creatures he has made; a3
that' he fhould be ignorant of the fars; afid the
other inanimate produts of his almighty power:
and; if e knows 4/l men in general, taken in the
lump ; he may well be faid, in a more near and
fpectal fenfe, to know them that are bis by eleftioh,
# 7. ii- 19.  And, if he knows who aié bis, he
thuft,. confequently, know who are not his, i. &
wbom, and baw many, he hath left, in the corrupt
mhafs, to be juftly punifhed for their fins. Grant
this, (and who can help granting a'trath fo felfs
evidént ) and it follows, that the number, ds well
of the eledt, as of the reprobate, is fixs and certain i
otherwife' God would he faid tg know that whick
is not true, and his knowledge muft be falfe and
deldfive, and fo no knowledge at all: fince that

. - * In Prefat. ad epiff. ad Rai. .
, . E 4 which
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which is, in itfelf, at beft, but precarious, can ne-
ver be the foundation of fure and infollible know-
ledge. But, that God does indeed precifely know, to
a man, who are, and are not, the objets of his clet-
ing favour; is evident from fuch {criptures as
thele, Exod. xxxiii. 17. Thou baft found grace in
sy fight, and I know thee by name. Jer. i. 5. Before
I formed thee in the kbelly, I knew thee. Luke x. 20.
Your names arve written in Heaven. Luke Xil. 7.
The wvery bhairs of your bead are all numbered,
John xiii. 18. I know whom I bave ¢hofen. John x.
14. I know my fheep, and am known of mine.
2 Tim. il. 19. The Lord knoweth them that are bis,
And, if the number of thefe is thus affuredly
Jettled and exaltly known, it follows, -that we are.
right in afferting,

~ V.. That the Decrees of eletion and reprobation
are immutable and irreverfible. _

Were not this the cafe, (1.) God’s Decree would
be: precarious, frufirable, and .uncertain 5 and, by
confequence, 7o Decree at all. (2.) His Foreknow-
ledge would be wavering, indeterminate, and liable
to difappoiniment 5 whereas, it always has it’s ac-
complithment, and neceffarily infers the certain
futurity of the thing or things_foreknown :
ai. x.vi. 9. 10. I am God, and there is none like me,
declaring the end from the beginning, and, from antient
times, the ibings that are nat yet done Jaying, My
counfl fhak frand, and I will do all my pleafure.
{3.) Neither would his word be true, which de-
clares, that, with regard to the ele&, he gifts and
calling of God are without repentance, Rom. xi. 29.
that whom he predeftinated, them be alfo glerified, chap.
viii. g0. that whom he loveth, he loveth o the
end, John xiii. 1. with numberlefs paffages to the
fame purpofe. Nor would his word be true, with
regard to the non-ele&, if it was poflible for them to

; . be
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“be faved: for it is there declared, that they are
Jitted for deftruction, &c, Rom. ix. 22. Foreordained
unto condemnation, - Jude 4. and delivered over to a
‘reprobate mind, in order to their damnation, Rom. 1.
-28. 2 Thef. ii. 12. (4.) If, between the elet and
reprobate, there was not a great gulph fixed, fo that
neither can be otherwife than they are; then, the -
Will of God (which is the alone caufe why fome
are chofen and others are-not) would be rendered
inefficacious and of no effe@.” (5.) Nor could the
Jjuftice of God ftand, if he was to condemn the
ele&, for whofe fins he hath received ample fatil-
faction at the hand of Chrift; orif he was to fave
the reprobate, who are not interefted in Chrift,
‘as the elett are.  (6.) The power of God (whereby
the ele&t are preferved from falling into a ftate of .
condemnation, and the wicked held down and
4hut up in a Rtate of death) would be eluded, not
‘to fay utterly abolifhed. (7.) Nor would God be
unchangeable, if they, who were, once, the people
of his love, could commence the objetts of his
hatred ; or if the veflels of his wrath, could be
faved with the veflels of grace. Hence that of
St. AusTIN; * ¢ Brethren,” fays he, « let us not
< imagine, that God puts down any man in his
¢ book, and then erafes him :- for; if Pilate could
« fay, what I bave written, I bave written 3 how
¢ can it be thought, that the GreaT Gop would
“ write a perfon’s name in the book of life, and
¢ then blot it out again ?” And may we not, with
equal reafon, afk, on the other hand, How can it
be thought, that any of the reprobate thould be
written in that book of life, which contains the
names of the-elect only ? or, that any fhould be
infcribed there, who were not written among . the
fiving from eternity ? I fhall conclude this chapter
with that obfervation of LuTnER *,  This,” fays

. * Tom. 8, in Pfalm 68. col. 738. * De Sery. Arbitr.
cap. 168. : .
. o ' he,
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be, “ is the very thing that razes tlie doérine of
« free-wil from it’s foundations: to wit, thﬁ
¢ God’s eternal love of fome men, and hatre
¢ of others, is immytable and cannot be reverfed.”
Both one and the other will have it’s full accom-

plilhment.

CHAP. IL

Concerning ELecT10N umto Life 5 or, Predeftis

nation, as it refpects the Saints i particidar,

" Y AVING confidered Predeftination, as it
regards all men in gereral; and briefly

ewn, that, by it, fome aré appointed to wrath,
and others to oblain falvation by Fefus Chrif,
'y Th¢f. v. g. 1 now come to confider, more di-
ftin&ly, tbat branch of it, which relates to the
Saints only, and'is commonly ftiled ELrcTiON.
Y% definition 1 have given already, in the clofe of
‘the frff chapter: what' I have farther to ad-
vance, from the fcriptures, on this .important
X_fut‘)jeézt, 1 fhall reduce to feveral Pofitions; and

fubjoin’ a fhort explanation and confirmation’ of

¢ach. o

~ Pof. 1. Thofe, who are ordained untq eternal
fife, ‘were not fo ordained on account of any
worthinefs forefeen in them, or of any'good works
to be wrought by them ; nor yet for their future
faith: but, purely and folely, of free, fovereign

tace, -and according to the mere pleafure of
édd". This is evident, among other confiderations,
froni this ; that faith) r&pcqtancc and holinefs, are
no lefs the free-gifts of God; than eternal life itfelf,
Epb..ii. 8. Faith—is not of yourfelves, it is the gift
of God. "Phil. i. 29. Unto you it is given to believe.
Aty vi 313 Him buth God-"exabbed with bis right
bayd, for 10 give repentance. Ats. xi. 18. Ty bgfi

4 T )
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God alfo 1o the Gentiles granised repewsancd umte kife;
In like mannes, boline/s is called the fanclification of
* be Spirity 2 Thefl, it #3. becaufe the divine Spiris
15 the efficient of it in the foul, and, of unholy, makes
us holy. Now, if rcpentance and faith are the
gifts, and fandlification is the work of God ; then
thele are not the fruits of man’s free-will, nor whae
he acquires of himfelf: and fo can neither be
motives to, nor conditions of, his eleCtion, which ie
an act of the divine mind, amiecedent vo, and. irre-
Jpective of, all qualivies, whatever, in the perfona
elefted. Befides, the Apoftle afferts, exprefly,
that election is #oz of works, but. of bim that cableth 5
and that it pafled, kefore the perfons concerned had
done eitber good or evil, Rom. 1x. r¥. Again, if faitly
ar works. were the cauic of ele@tion, God coyld -
not be faid to chufe #s, but we to chufe Him;
centrary to the whele tenqur of feripture ;
John xv. 16. e bave not chofen me, dut I have
thofen you. 1 John iv. 10, 19. Herein is lgve, not
that we loved God, but that be loved us. We bove
Him, becaufe be firff loved us, Ele@ion.is,. every:
where, aflerted to be God’s adt, and net man's;,
Meark xiii, 20. Rom. ix. 17. Epb. i. 4. v Thef. w..
9. 2 Thef.ii. 13. Once more, we are chofetr that
we might be holy, not becaufe *twas forefeen we:
weuld be o, Eph. i. 4. therefore,. to reprefent holi-
nefs as the rcalon why we were eleéted, is to' make.
the effe€t antecedent to the caufe, The Apettle
adds, verfe 5. baving predeflinated us according to:
the good pleafure of bis will : moft evidently imply- -
i ng, that God faw nothing extra fe, had no metive.
¢ rem without, why he fhould either chufe any atall,
"2 r this man before another. In a word, the.
cledt were freely loved, Hof. xiv, 4. freely chofan,
Rom. xi. 5. 6. and freely redeemed, lfai Li 3,
they are freely called, 2 Tiw: i 9. freely juflifed,
Rom, 1it. 24, and thall be freely glorified, Rom. vi.23, .,
The great AucusTan,.in-his book of Retradtations,
: s ingenuoufly
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ingenuoufly acknowledges his error, in having once
thought, that' faith forefeen was a condition of
eleétion: he owns, that That opinion- is equally
impious and abfurd ; -and proves, that faith is one
of the fruits of elettion, and, confequently, could
not be, in any fenfe, a caufe of 1t: ] could
¢ never have aflerted,” fays he, * that God, in
¢ chufing men to life, had any refpeét to their
¢« faith, had I duly confidered, that faith itfelf is
« his own gift.” And, in another treatife of his, *
he has thefe words ; ¢ Since Chrift fays, ye bave
< not chofen me, &c. I would fain afk, whether

< it be fcriptural, to fay, we muft have faith, before

« we are eleCted; and not, rather, that we are
¢ eleCted in order to our having faith ?”

. Pgf.2. As many as are ordained to eternal -

life, are ordained to enjoy that life in and through
Chrift, and on account of his merits alone, 1 Thef. v.
o. Here let it be carefully obferved, that not the
‘merits of Chrift, but the fovereign love of ‘God

only, is-the caufe of Eleflicn itfelf : but then, the:

merits of Chrift are the alone procuring caufe of
that falvation, to which men are elected. This
decree of God admits of no caufe out of Himfelf :
but the thing decreed, which is the glorification of
his chofen ones, may and does admit, ‘nay, necef-
farily requires, a meritorious caufe ; which is no
- other than the obedience and death of Chrift.

- Pof. 3. They, who are predeftinated to life, are
likewife predeftinated to all thofe means, which

are indifpenfably neceffary in order to their meetnefs -
for, entrance upon, and enjeyment of, that lifes -

. fuch ‘as repentance, faith, fanctification ; and per-
feverance in thefe to the end. g »

. A&s xiil. 48. As many as were vrdained to eternal
life, believed. Eph. i. 4. He bath chofen us in Him,
before the foundation of the world, that we fhould be
boly, and without blame before Him in love; Eph. ii,

. " +" ¢ De Predeft. cap. 17, o ’

P 10
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10: " For we [i. e. the fame we, whom he hath-
chofen before the foundation of the world] are’
bis workmanfhip, created in Chrifp Fefus unto good
works, which God bath fore-ordained thet we fhould’
walk in them. And the Apoftle affures the fame-
Tbeffalonians, whom he reminds of their eleftion,
and God’s everlafting appointment of them to ob--
tain falvation, that this alfo was his 7%/ concerning’
them, even their fanfification, 1 Thefl.i. 4. and-
v. g. and iv. 3..and gives them a view- of all thefe
privileges at once, 2 Thef. ii. 13.Ged kath, from the:
beginning, chofen you tofalvation, through fanéification
of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. As does St. Peter, '
1 Ep. 1. 2. ELECT — through [anflification of the-
the Spirit, UNTO obedience, and [prinkling of the blood
of Fefus Chrifi. Now, tho’ faith and holipefs are’
not reprefented as the canfe wherefore the elect are’
_faved; yer, thefe are conftantly reprefented, as the -,
means through ‘which they are faved, or as the ap--
pointed way wherein' God leads his people to glory : -
thefe bleflings being always beftowed previous to-
that. Agreeable to all which, is that of AusTin ' *
¢ Whatfoever perfons are; through the riches of
¢ divine grace, exempted -from the - original
¢ fentence of condemnatinn, are undoubtedly
¢ brought to hear the Gofpel 1 ; and, when heard,
¢ they are caufed to believe fr; and are made-
¢ likewife tg endure to the end, in the faith which
¢ works by love: and fhould they, at any time, '

¢ go aftray, they are recovered and fet right

“ again.” A little after, he adds; « All" thefe -

¢ things are wrought in them by that God, who
¢ made them veflels of mercy, and who, by.che '
« ele&ion of his grace, chofe them, in his Son,
« before the world began.” ‘ '

* De Corrept. & Grat. cap. 7.

+ We mauft underftand this, in a qualified fenfe ;" as intend-

ing, that all 2bo/e of the ele&, wbo Jive where the chriffiian dif-
penfation obtains, are, fooner or later, brought to hear the gof-
pel, and to believe it,

. ) PQ/‘:
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~Pef. 4. Not one of the elect can perith, but
they muft all neceflarily be faved. The reafon is
this; becaufe God fimply and unchangeably wills,
that all and every ome of thofe, whom he hath
appointed to life, fhould be eternally glorified 1
and, as was obferved toward the end of the pre-
ceding chapter, all the divine Attributes are con-
cerned in the accomplithment of this his Will,
His wifdom, which cannot err; his knowledge,
which cannot be deceived ; his truth, which can-
not fail; his kbve, which nothing can alienate 5
his jufice, which cannot condemn any, for whom
Chrift died; his power, which none cdn refift;
and his unchaugeallenefs, which can never vary:

from all which it appears, that we do mot fpeak

at all improperly, when we fay, that the falvation
of his people is meceflary and cersain. Now, thag
is faid to be meceffary, quod mequit aliter effe, which
cqnuot be otherwife tham it is : and, if all the pes-
feQions of God are engaged to preferve and fave
hus children, their fafety and falvation muft be, ia
the firiGtelt fenfe of the word, meceffary. See,
Plalm ciii. 17. and cxxv. 1, 2. Jsiab xlv. 17. and
liv. 9, 10. Jer. xxxi. 38. and xxxii. 40. Fobn vi
39. and x. 28, 29. and xiv. 19. and xvii. 12.
Rem, viil. 30, 384 39. and xi. 29. 1 Cor.i. 8, g.
Phil.i. 6. 1 Pet. i 4, 5.

Thus St Avstin *: « OFf thofe; whom God
“ hath predeftinated, none can perift; inafmuch
¢ gs they arc all his own ele@.”™ And, i,  They
« are the eleét, who are predeftinated, fore-
¢ known, and called according to purpefc. Now,
«_could any of thefe be loft, God would be difap-
¢¢ pointed of his will and expe€tation; but he can<

“ not be fo difappointed : therefore, they can ne: -

« ver perith, Again, could they be loft, the

« power of God would be made void by man’s

s fin; but his pewer is .invincible: therefore,
® Tom. 7. De Corr. & Grat. cap. 7.

¢ they
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‘ they arg fafe.” And agrin, cap.-9. “ The
¢ children of God are written, wit ax? unfhaken’
« ftability, in the baok of their heavenly Father’s
“ remembrance.” And, in the fame chapter, he
hath thefe words ; “ Npt the children of promife,
« pus the children of perdition, fhall perith:
¢ for the former are the Predeftinated, who are
« called according to the divine determination s
“ not one of whom fhall finally mifcarry.” Se.
likewife LuTHER ; * * God’s decize of Predefti-
“ nation is firm and cerrgin; and the neceffity,
¢ refulting from it, is, in like manner, immaxvea-
s« ble, and cannot but take place. For, we our-
¢ {clves are fo feeble, that, if the matter was lefe
< in qur haods, very few, or rather none, would
¢ be faved : but Satan would overcome us ail.”
To which he adds: ¢ Now, fince this tedfaft and
«¢ inevitable purpofe of God cannot be reverfed
¢ nor difannulled by any. cresture whatgver; We
¢ have a moft affured hope, that we fhall finally
< trigmph over fin, how vialently foever it may,.
¢ gt prefent, rage in our mortal bodies.” .

~ Pof. 5. The falvation of the elect was not the
enly, nor yet the principal end of their being chofe 5
but God’s grand end, in appointinig them to life
and happinefs, was, to difplay the riches of hisowp
mercy, and that he might be glarified in and by
the perfons he had thus chofen. i

- For this reafon, the ele¢t are ftiled wveffels of
mercy; becaufe, they were originally created, and,
afterwards, by the divine Spirit, created a xequ, with'
this defign, and to this very end, that the fove-
reignty of the Father’s grace, the figenefs of his.
lgve, and the abundance of his goadnefs, avght
be manifefted in their eternal happinefs. Now,
God, as we .-have alrgady, more than once, had"
occafion to obferre, does nothing in time, which
he did gat, from eternity, refalve widhin himfelf

e # In przfat. ad Epe€. ad Rom.

: 10
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to do: and if he, in time, creates and rerrencrates
his people, with a view to difplay his unbounded
mercy ; he muft, confequently, have decreed, trom
all eternity, to do this, with'the fame view. So
that the final caufes of eletion appeat to be thefe
two: 1. and principally, The* glory of God; 2.
and, fubordinately, The falvation of thofe he has’
clc&cd from which the former arifes, and by -
which it is illuftrated and fet off. So, Prov. xvi.
1. The Lord bath made all things for bimfelf.  And,
hence that of Paul, Eph. i. He kath chyfen us
2o the praife of the glor} of kis grace. ~
Pof. 6. The end of eletion, which, with reoard
to the ele& themfclves, is eternal ]l"c ; 1 fay, thls
end, and the means conducive to it, fuch as tbc

gxft of the Spirit, faith, &c. are fo infeparably con-.

nected together, that whoever is poflefied of sh¢fe,
fhall furely obtain ¢bat 5 and none can obtain that,
who are not firft poﬁ'eﬁ'ed of thefe. AQs xiil. 48.
As many as were ordained to eterncl life, and none

elfe, believed. A&s v. 31. Him bath God exalted—

to give repentance unto Ifrael, and remiffion of fins:
not to all ‘men, or to thole who were not, in the
counfel and purpofe of God, fet apart for himfelf ;.
but to [frael, all his cbofen people, who were given
to him, were ranfomed by him, and fhall be faved
in him with an everlafting falvation. Tit. i. 1. 4~
cording to the faith of God's eleét 5 fo that, true faich

* Let it be - carefully obferved, that, when, w:th the-
fcriptures, we affert the glory of God to be the ultimate end
of his dealings with angels and men, we do not fpeak this
with refpect to his ¢ffntial glory, which be has as God, and .
which, as it is infinite, is not fufceptible of mamm, nor capable
of diminution : but of that glory which is purely manifefiative,
and which Micr&LIUS, in his Lexic. Philoycph. col.  471.
defines to be, ¢ Clara rei, com laude, notitia ;.cium, nempe,
¢ jpfa fua eminentia eft magna, ‘augufta, et _confpicaa.”’
And the accurate MASTR(CHT, ¢ Celebraao, céu manifefta-
“ tio, (quz. magis proprié glorificatio, quam gloria; ap, ellatur)

‘qud, agnita imus em'n ntiz, ejufque congrua zftimatio,
« propalatur & extollitur.”  Theslog. lib. 2. cap. 22.8. 8.
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1s-a confequence of eletion, is peculiar to the ele&;
‘and fhall iffue in life eternali Eph.i. He bath
chofen us that we might be boly ; therefore, all,
‘who are chofen, are made holy, and none but |
“they : and all, who are fan&ifi.d, have a right to be-
lieve they were elected, and that they thall affuredly
be faved. Rom. viii, 30. Whem be did predefii-
nate, them be alfo called; whom be talled, them be
alfo juptified; and whom be jujlified, them be alfo gle-
rified. Which fhews, that effeétual calling and
Juftification are Indiffolubly conneed with elefion
‘on one hand, and eternal happinefs on the other:
that they are a proof of the former, and an earnefp
‘of the latter.  John x. 26. Ye bélieve not, becanfe
je are not of my fhecp 5 on the cofitrary, they, who -
believe; therefore believe, becaufe they are of his
‘fheep. Faith, then, is an evidence of ¢lection, or,
of being in the number of Chrift’s fheep; confe-
‘quently, of falvation: fince all his fheep fhall be
faved, Fobir x. 28. ,

Pof. 7. The clet may, through the Grace of
God, attain to the knowledge and affirance of their
Predeftination to life; and they ought to feéek after
it.  The Chriftian may, for inftance, argue
thus; As many as were ordained to eternal life,
‘believed : through mercy, 1 believe i therefore, I
'am ordained to eternal life. He that believeth,
Jhall be faved : 1 believe: therefore, I am in a
faved ftate. Whom be did predeflinate, ke called,
Juftified, and. glorified: 1 have reafon to truft, that
he hath called and juftified M&: therefore I caa
afiuredly look dackward on my eternal predeftina-
tion, and forward to my certain glorification.
‘To all which frequently accedes the irhmediate
teftimony of the divine Spirit, witneffing with the
believer’s confcience; that he is a child of God
Rom. viii. 16, Gal. iv. 6. 1 Jok#iv. 10. ,Cbrif{
forbids his lutle flock to feer, inafimuch as they

o - e " might,
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.might, on good and folid grounds, reft fatisfied
and affured, chat "#is the Father’s unalterable good

pleafure to give them the Kingdom, Luke xii. 32.

And this was the faith of the apoftlé, Rom. viii.
38. 30. '
Pofg. 8. The true believer ought not only to be
thoroughly eftablifhed in the point of his own
elettion ; but fhould likewife believe the eletion
of all his other felow believers and brethren in
Chrift. Now, as there are moft evident and in«
dubitable marks of election, laid down in fcripture
a child of God, by examining himfelf, whether
thofe marks are found on him, may arrive at a
fober and well-grounded certainty of %is own par-
ticular intereft 1n that unfpeakable privilege : and,
by the fame rule, whereby he judges of bimfelf,
he may likewife (but with caution) judge of otbers..
If 1 fee the external fruirs and criteria of eledtion,
on this or that man; I may, reafonably, and
in a judgment of charity, conctude fuch an one
t0 be an elest perfon. So, St. Paul, beliolding
the gracious fruits, which appeared in the
believing Tbeffalonians, gathered, from thence,
that they were ¢leed of God, 1 Thef. i. 4, 5. ahd
fkinew alfo the cletion of the Chriftian Epbefians,
Epb. i. 4, 5. as Peter alfo did that of the members
of the churches in Pontus, Galatia, &c. 1 Pet. 1. 2.
*Fis true, indeed, that all conclufions of this na-
ture are not now infallible, but our judgments are
Hable to miftake: and God only, whofe is the
book . of life, and who is the fearcher of hearts,,
can abfolutely know them that are his, 2 T#m. ii.
19. yet, we may, without a prefumptuous ia+
trufion into things not feen, arrive at a moral cer-
tainty in this matter.. And I eannot fee, how
Chriftian love can be cultivated ; how we can call
one another brethren in the Lord; or, how be-
lievers can hold religious fellowfhip and commu-
nion

F—t
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hion with each dther, unlefs they have fome folid |
and vifible reafon to conclude, that they are loved
with the fame everlafting love, were redeemed by
the fame Saviour, are partakers of like grace, and
fhall reign in the fame glory.

But, here, let me fuggeft one very neceflary caus
tion; viz, that tho’ we may, at leaft very proba-
bly, infer the eleftion of fome perfonsy from the
marks and appearances of grace, which may bg
- difcoverable in them; yer, we can never judge
@8y man whateyer to b¢ a reprobate. That there
- wrereprobate perfons, is very evident from fcripture
{ps we fhall prefently (hew); but who they gre, i
known alone to Him, who alone can tell who an
what men are not writtén in the Lamb’s book of
life. T grant, that there are fome particular per-
fons, mentioned 1n the diving word, of whofe re-
Rrobation no doubr can be made; fuch as Efay
and JFudas: bur, now the.canon of {cripture jg
completed, we dare not, we muft not pranounce
any map lwinE, to be nag-elect, be he, at prefent,
ever o wicked., The vilet finner mey, for
pught we can tefl, appertain to the cletion of
§race, and be, ong day, wroyght upon by the Spirjt
of God. This we kpow, that thofe; who dye ip
unbelief, and are finally unfanttified, cannot h¢
faved : hecaufe Gad, in his word, tells us {9, and
has reprelented ghefe as marks of reprobation :
but, to fay that fuch and fuch individuals, whom,
perhaps, we now fee dead in fins, {hall zever be
canverted to Chrift, would be a moft prefumpru-
ous affertion, as well as an inexcufable breach of

the charity which bopeth all things.

Fe 4 GHAP
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CHAP 1V

Of Reprabation ; or Prede/imatzon, as it re-
Jbects the Ungodly.

ROM what has been faid, in the preceding

* chapter, concerning the Eleﬁwn of fome, it
‘would unavoidably follow, even fuppofing the
fcriptures had been filent about it, that there muft
bea Rejeltion of others ; as every choice does, moft
evidently and neceffarily, imply a refufal: for,
where there is no leaving oat, there can'be no.
choice. But, befide the teftimony of reafon, ‘the
divine word is full and exprefs to our purpofe : it,.
frequently, and in terms too clear to be mifunder-
ftood, and too firomg to be evaded, by any who
are not proof againft the moft cogent evidence,
attefts this tremendous truth, that fome are, of old,,
Jore-ordained to condemnation. 1 fhall, in the dit -
cuffion of this awful fubje&, follow the method
hitherto obferved, and throw what I have to fay
into feveral dlﬁm& Pofitions, fupported by fcrip-
‘ture.

Pof. 1.God did, from all eternity, decree to leave
fome of Adans’s fallen pofterity in their fins, and
to exclude them from the participation of Chrift
and his benefits.

For the clearing of this, let it be obferved;
that, in all ages, the much greater part of mankind
have been deftitute even of the external means of
grace ; have not been favoured with the preaching
of God’s word, or any revelation of his will.
Fhus, antlently, the Fews, who were,. in number,,
the fewef of all people, were, nevertheleSs, for a
long feries of ages, the ondy nation, to whom the-

. Deity

|
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Deity was pleafed to make, any fpecial difcovery

of himfelf: and ’tis obfervable, that our Lord'
himfelf principally confined the advantages of his-
public miniftry to that people ; nay, he forbad
his difciples to go among any others, Mat. x. 5, 6. .
and did not commiffion them to preach the gof-
pel, indifcriminately, to Jews and Gentiles, ’till
after his refurrection, Mark xvi. 15. Lake xxiv. 47.-
Hence, many nations and communities never had
the advantage of hearing the word preached ; and,
confequently, were ftrangers to the faich that cometh
thereby. -’Tis not, indeed, improbable, but fome-
individuals, in thefe unenlightened countrys, might-
belong to the fecret elettion of grace; and the.
babit of faith might be wrought in thefe : however,:
be that as it will, our argument is not affected by
it; ’tis evident, that the nations of the world were,
generally, ignorant,. not only - of Goed himfelf, but
likewife of the way to pleafe him, the true manner:
of acceptance with him, and the means of arriving.
at the everlafting enjoyment of him. Now, if Go
had been pleafed-to have fzved thofe people, would-
he not have .vouchfafed them the ordinary means:
of falvation? would he not have given them all*
things neceffary in order to that end ? bui, ’tis:

. undeniable matter. of fat, that he did ns¢ 3 and, to:

very many nations ‘of the earth, does not, at this
day. If, then, the Deity can, confiftently with his
Auributes, deny, to fome, the means of grace,
and fhut them up in grofs darknefs and unbelief 5
why fhould it be thought incompatible with' his’
immenfely glorious perfections, to exclude fome
perfons from- grace itfelf, and from that eter-
nal life which is conneted with it? efpecially,
feecing he is -equally the Lord and fovereign dif-
pofer of the end, to which the means lead 3 as of
the means, which lead to that end ? both one and
the other are his ;. and he moftjuitly may, as he moft

- affuredly will; do what he pleafes with his own.

F3 Befides ,



[ 70}

,Befides ; it being alfo evident, that many, ci_zm.

of them who live 1n places whete the gofpel is
preached, as well as of thof¢ among whom it never
was preached, die ftrangers to God ind holinefs,
and without experiencing any thing of the gracious
influences of his Spirit: we may reafonably ahd
fafely conclude, that one canfe of their fo dying, 1s,
becaufe it was nof the divine will to communicate
his grace unto them: fihce, had it been his will,
he would aftually have made them partakers
thereof ; and, had they been partakers of it, they
could not have died witbout it. Now, if it was the
will of God, #n time; to refufe them this grace; it
muft have been his will from eternsty : fince his.will
is; as Himifelf, the fame, yeflerday, to day, and for ever.

The aftions of God being thus fruits of his ezer-
nal purpofe, we mway, fafely, and without any
danger of miftake, argue from tbem to that ; and
infer, that God thercfore does fuch and fuch
things, becaufe he decreed to do them: his own

Will being the fale caule of all his works. So thar, .
from his afiually kaving fome men in final impeni-.

tency and unbelicf, we affuredly gather, that it
was_his everlafting determination fo to do: and,

confequently, that he reprobated fome, from -be-.

fore the foundation of the world. ;
And, as this inference is #ri&ly rational, fo is it
perfectly [oriptural. Thus, tht Judge will, in the

laft day, declare, to thofe on the left hand, [ mever |

knew yoy, Mat, vii. 23. i, e, 1 never, no, not
* from eternity, loved, appraved, ot acknowledged
¢ you for mine :” ory in other words, “ I always
¢ bgted you” Our Lerd, in Jobn xvii. divides
the whole human race into fewo great claffes: one
he calls the warid the ather; the men who were
given bim out of the world. Thedaker, it'is faid, the
Father loved, even as he laved Chrilt himfelf
(verfe 23.): but he loved Chrift before sbe. founda-
tion of the world, verfe 24. i. ‘e. from everlafting 3

therefore,
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thorefore, heloved the elett fo too: and, if he
loved thefe from eternity, it follows, by all the
rules of Antithefis, that he bared the otbers as
early. So, Rom. ix. The children not being yet born,
neither baving done good or evil, that the purpofe of
God, &c”. From the example of the two twins,
Facob and Efau, the apoftle infers the eternal elec-
tion of fome men, and the eternal rejecion of all
the reft. N

Pyf. 2. Some men were, from all eternity, not
only, negatively, excepted from a participation of
Chrift and his falvation'; but, pofitively, ordained
to continue in their natural blindnefs, hardnefs of
heart, &c: and that, by the juft judgment of God.
fee Exed. ix. 1 Sam. ii. 25. 2 Sam. xvil. 14,
Ifai vi. g, 10, 11. 2 Thef. ii. 11, 12. Nor ¢an
thefe places of fcripture, with many others of likg
import, be underftood of an snvoluntary permiffion
on the part of God : as if God darely fuffered it to
be fo, guafi invitus, as it were by conftraint, ang
againlt his will: for he permits nothing, which he
did not refolve and determine to permit.  His per-
wiffion is a pofitive, determinate aft of bis Will 5 as
Austiy, Lutuer, and Bucer, juftly obferve,
Therefore, if it be the will of God, in time, to
permit fuch and fuch men to continue in their
natural ftate of ignorance and corruption ; the na-
tural confequence of which is, their falling into
fuch and fuch fins (obferve, God does not force
*em into {in; their attual difobedience being only
the confeguence of their not baving that grace which
God is not obliged to grant’em); 1 fay, if it be
the will of God thus to leave *em in time (and we
muft deny demonftration itfelf, even known, ab-
folute mauer of fa&, if we deny that fome are fo
left), then it muft have been the divine intention,
from all eternity, {o to leave them : fince, as we
have already had occafion to obferve, no neww Will

. . T ' o f" 4 * . cao ‘
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can poffibly arife in the mind of God. We fee,
that evil men afually are {uffered to go on addin
fin to fin: and if it be notinconfiftent with the fa:
cred attributes affually to permit this; it could not
poflibly be inconfiftent with them to decree that
permiffion, before the foundations of the world
were laid. :
Thus,God efficacioufly permitted (having fo decreed)
the Jews tobe, ineffet, the Crucifiers of Chrift; and
-Fudas to betray Him ; 4isiv. 27. 28. Mazth. xxvi.
23, 24. Hence we find St. Auftin * fpeaking thus;
¢ Fudas was chofen, but it was to do a moft exe-
¢ crable deed: thar, thereby, the death of Chritt,
¢« and the adorable work of Redemption by him,
¢ might be accomplifthed.® When, therefore, we
¢ hear our Lord fay, Have not I chofen you twelve,
¢ and one of you is @ Devil ? we muft underftand it
¢¢ thus, thatthe eleven were chofen in mercy ; but
¢ Yudas in judgment: they were chofen to par-
¢ take of Chrift’s kingdom; ke was chofen and
¢¢ pitch’d upon to betray him, and be the means
< of fhedding his blood.”
Pof. 3, The non-ele& were predeftinated, not
only to coptinue in final impenitency, fin, and un-
belief ; but were, likewife, for fuch their fins,
righteoufly appointed to infernal death hereafter.
This polfition is alfo felf-evident: for ’tis certain,
that, in the day of univerfal judgment, a/l the hu-
man race will not be admitted into glory, but fome
" of them tranfmitted to the place of torment. Now,
God does, and will do, nothing, but in-confequence
of his own decree, Pfalm cxxxv. 6. Ifai. xlvi. 11,
Epb. i. 9. 11. therefore, the condemnation of the
unrighteous was decreed of God; and, if decreed
by him, decreed from everlafiing : for all his decrees
are eternal. Befides, if God purpos’d to leave
t hofe perfons under the guilt and the power of fin,
‘ * De Corr. & Grat. Cap. 7.
o their

~
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their condemnation muft, of itfelf, neceffarily fol.
low : Since, without juflification and fanfZification
(neither of which bleflings are in the power of man)
none can enter heaven, Fobn xiii. 8. Hebr. xii. 14,
Therefore, if God determin’d, within himfelf, thus
to Yeave fome in their fins (and ’tis but too evident
that this is really the cafe); He muft alfo have de-
termined within himfelf to puni/k them for thofe
fins (final guilt and final puniflment being correla-
tives which neceffarily infer each other): but God
did determine both to Jeave and to punifh the non-
ele€t : therefore, there was a reprobation of fome
from eternity. Thus, Matth. xxv." Go, ye curfed,
into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and bis an-
gels; for Satan and all his meffengers, emiffaries,
and imitators, whether apoftate fpirits, or apoftate
men. Now, if penal fire was, in decree, from ever-
lafting, prepared for them ; they, by all the laws of
argument in the world, muft have been, in the
counfel of God, prepar’d, i. e. defign’d, for that fire:
which is the point I undertook to prove. Hence
we read, Rom. ix. of vefels of wrath FYTTED todefiruc-
ion, xarndlicpfva ets amwlear, put together, made up,
[form’d, or fafkion’d, for perditicn: who are, and can
‘be, no other than the Reprobate. To multiply
fcriptures on this head, would be almoft endlefs ¢
for a fample, conlult Prov. xvi. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 8. 2 Pet,
. 12. Fude 4. Rev. 13. 8, -

Pof. 4. As the future faith and good works, of '
the clet, were not the caufe of their being ¢hofen s
fo neither were the future fins of the reprobate the -
caufe of their being paft by : but both the cheice, of

.the former, and the decretive omiffion of the latter,
were owing, merely and entirely, to the fovereign
_-will and determinating pleafure of God. '

We diftinguith between preterition, or bare non-
election, which is a purely negative thing ; and con-
demnation, oF appointment to punifiment : the wtg‘;)f

o 1 d
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God wasfhc caufe of the formery the fins of the’

non-clet are the reafon of the latter. The’ God

determined to kave, and a&ually does 1éave, whom |

he pleafes, in the fpiritual darknefs and death of
nature, out of which he is under no ebligation to
deliver them ; yet he does not, pofitively, condemn
" any of thefe, merely becaufe he hath not chofen *em,
* but becaufe they have finned againft him : lee Rom,
1.21—24. Rom. ii. 8. 9. 2 g’bqﬂ ii. 12. Their
reeterition, or nom-infcription in the book of life,
1s not u#juff, on the part of God; becaufe, out of
a world of repels, equally involv’d in guilt, God,
(who might, without any impeachment of his juf~
tice, have paffed by a/, as he did the reprobate
angels) was, moft unqueftionably, at liberty, if it fa
pleafed him, to extend the fceptre of his clemency
to Jome;, and to pitch upon whom he would, as the
obje&s of ir.  Nor was this exemption of fome, any
infyry to the non-elet : whofe cafe would have been
jult as bad as it is, even fuppofing the others had
#ot been chofen at all.  Again, the condsmnation of
the ungodly (for it is under that charaler alone,
that they are the fubjeéts of punifhment, and were
ordained to it) is not unjuft, feeing it is for fn,
and only for fin. None are or will be punifhed, but
for their iniguities ; apd all iniquity is properly me-
ritorious ¢f punifhment: where, then, is the fup-
pofed unmercifulnefs, tyranny, or injuftice, of the
Pivine procedure ? ’ ‘
Pof. 5. God is the creator of the wicked, but nog
of their wickednefs: he is the author of their deing,
but not the infufer of their /. -
" *Tis, moft certainly, his will, (for adorable and un-
archablerealons), to permit fin; but, with all pof-
ible reverence be it {poken, it fhould feeny, that he

cannot, confiltently with the purity of his nature, -

the glory of his attributes, and the truth of his de-
<larations, be, himfelf, theauthor of it. Sin, fays

the .
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the, Apottle, enter'd into the world by one man, mean.
ing, by Adam : confequently, it was not introduc’d
by the Deity himfclf. "Thy’, without the permiffion
ot his will, and the concurrence of his providence,
it’s introduction had been impoflible ; zét is he not,
hereby, the author of fin fo introduc’d®. LutheR
obferves, (DeServ. Arb. c. 42.) “*Tisa greatdegree .
¢ of faith, to believe, that God is sierciful and graci-
¢ ous, tho’ he faves fo few, and condedins fo many ;
#¢ and that he is ftri&ly juft, tho’, in confeqence of
¢¢ his own will, he made us not éxempt from liable--
¢ nefs to condempation.” And, cap. 148. « Altho’
“ God doth not make fin, neverthelefs he ceafes -
# not to create and multiply individuals in the hu-
“ man nature, which, thro’ the withholding of his
«* {pirit, is corrupted by fin : juft as a fkilful anift
¢ may form curious ftatues out of bad matetials,
¢t So, fuch as theit nature is, fuch are men them-
$¢ felves ; God forms them out 6f fuch a nature.”
~ Pof. 6. The condemnation of the reprobate is
neceflary and inevitable. =~ o
Which we prove thus: *Tis evident, from ferip-
ture, that the reprobate fhall be condemned. But
nathing comes to pafs (much lefs cari the condemna-
tionofa rational creature), but in corifequence of the
' ) will
* Itis a known and very juft maxim of the {choels, £fadur.
Sequitur caufam proximam : ** An effe& follows frem, and is to
‘¢ be afcrib’d to, the laft, "immediate caufe that produced it.”
Thus, for inftance, if I hold a book, or a fone, in my hand,
thy holding it is the Mmediate caufk of it's no? falling ; but, if
I fet it go, my letting it go is net the immediate caufe of it's
alling ; it is carried downward by i’s ewn grawvity, which is,
“theretore, the ta?/a proxima effeltis, the pro'ser and immediate
caufe of it’s deftent. °Tis true, ;£ 1 had keptmy hoM of
i, it woyld set have fallen ; yet fill, the immediate, dire®
eaufe of its fall, is, its own weight, not 'my quitting my hold.
The a’P lication of this, to the Providence of God, as concern’d
in fin ufev,ems, is ealy, Without God, there could have been
10 creation ; without credtfon, nb crentuires ; without creatures,
#o fin. Yetis not fin chargeable onGod ; for efer?us fguitar
. eayfam progimag. ;
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will and decree of God. Therefore, the non-eled’
could not be condemned, was it not the divine
pleafure and determination that they fhould. - And,
if God wills and determines their condemnation,
that condemnation is neceflfary and inevitable. By
their fins, they have made themfelves guilty of
"death: and, as it is not the will of God to pardss
thofe fins, and grant them repentance unto life;
the punithment of fuch impenitent finners is as un-
avvidable as 1t is juff. ’Tis our Lord’s own decla-
ration, Matth. vii. that a corrupt tree cannot bring
Sorth good fruit : or, in other words, thata deprav’d
finner cannot produce in himfelf thofe gracious
habits, nor exert thole gracious atts, without which
no adule perfon can be faved. Confequently, the
reprobate muft, as corrupt, fruitlefs trees (or fruit:
ful in evil ‘only), be bewn down, and caft into the
Jfire, Matth. iii. This, therefore, ferves as another
argument, in proof of the inevitability of their fu-
- turé punithment: which argument, in brief, amounts
to this; They, who are.not faved from fin, muft
unavoidably perith: but the reprobate are not
fav’d from fin; (for they have neither will nor
power to fave themfelves, and God, tho’ he cer-
tainly can, yet he certainly will not fave them):
“Therefore, their perdition is unavoidable. Nor
does it follow, from hence, that Ged forces the re-
probate into fin, and thereby into mifery, againft .
“their wills; but that, in confequence of their na-
tural depravity (which is not the divine pleafure
ro deliver them out of, neither is he bound to do it,
nor are they themfelves fo much as defifous that he .
would), they are woluntarily biafs’d and inclin’d
to evil: nay, which is worfe ftill, they bug and
value their fpiritual chains, and even greedily perfue
“the paths of fin, which lead to the chambers of
death. Thus, God does not (as we are {landeroufly,
_reported ta affirm) .compel the wicked to fin, da‘s

. - q
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‘the rider fpurs forward an unwilling horfe :* God
only fays, in efteét, that tremendous word, Let them

-alome, Matth. xv. 14. He need but fatken the

‘reins of providential reftraint, and witheld the in-
‘fluence of .faving grace; and apoftate man will,
200 foon, and too furely,:of his own accord, fall by
-bis iniguity : he’ll prefently be, {piritually fpeaking,
a felo de fe, and, without any etber efficiency, lay
-wiolent hands on his own foul.  So that,. tho’ the
.condemnation of the reprobate is unavoidable;
-yet the neceffity of it is fo far from making them
'mere machines, or involuntary agents, that it does
not, in the leaft, interfere with the rational freedom
-of their wills, nor ferve to render them lefs inex-

cufable. : S
Pof. 7. The punifhment of the non-ele® was
-not- the. ultimave -end of their creation ; but the
‘glory of God. - S
*Tis frequently obje&ted to us, that, accord-
ing to our view of Predeftination, *“God makes
fome perfons on purpefe to damn them:* But
‘this we never advanc’d; nay, we utterly rejedt it,
as equally unworthy of God to do, and of a ra-
tional Being to fuppofe. The grand, principal end,
‘propos’d by the Deity to himlelf, in his formation
.of allthings," and of mankind in particular ; was,
“The manifefttion and difplay of his own glorious
attributes.  His ultimate fcope, in the ¢reation of
the Eledi, is, To evidence and make known, by
their. falvation, . the unfearchable riches of his
power and wifdom, mercy and love: and, the cre- .
ation of the non-elef, is for the difplay of his juftice,
power, fovereignty, holinefs, and truth. So that
nothing :can be more certain, than the declaration
of thic text we have frequently had occafion to cite,
Prov. xvi. The Lord bath made all things for bimfelf,
éven the witked for the day of .evil. . On one hand,
the veffels of wrath aré fitted for defiruéiion, in order
that God may fkew bis wrath, and mak: bis power
kncwn,
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dworm, and manifeRt the greatnels of his patienced
and lang fuffering, Row. ix. g2. On the other hand;
he afere prepar’d the eleét 1o falvarion, that, an them,
he might demonfirate the wickes of bis glory ewd
mercy, verfe 23. As, therefore, God himfelf is the
fole author and cficiens of all his own adtions; fo
18 he, likewife, the fugreme ezd, to which they lead,
end jo which they serminate, .
Befides, the creation and perdition ef the wn-
godly andwer another Purpofe (tho’ a fubordinste
one), with regard to the £le? themielves; wheoj
from the rejetion of thole, learn, (1.) to adwire the
riches of the divine love toward themfelves, whick
plasn’d, and bas accomplith’d, the work of their fal-
vation : while others, by nature on an equal level
with them, are excluded fram 2 participation of the
Jame benekits, And duch a view of the Lord’s di-
ftinguithing mercy is, (2.) a moft powerful mative
10 thaskfubnefs, that, when rhey soe might nitly have
bean condemn’d wikh the warld of the non-cleé,
they were mark’d out as beirs of the grace of life.
(3.) Hereby they are taught, ardently to fowe their
- beayenly father ; (4.) to #4f in kim affuredly, for
a-centinu’d fupply of grace while they are on earth,
and far the aeqomphgm' ent of his eternal decree
and promife, by theirglarification in heaven; and,
{5.) to Jige, as bacomes thofe, who heve receiv’d
. $uck nnfprakable mercies fram -the hand of their
God and Saviopr. So Bycer famewhere abferves,
That the puithment of thereprobate *is ufeful 1o
« ghe elect; issfmuch es it influences them to 2
« greater. fear and abhowwence of fin, and g0 2
s firmer reliance on the goodnefs of God.”

Pof. 8. Notwithftanding God did, from all eterr
Ry, irreverfibly chufe ontend fix upen frweto by

partakers of falvation by Chrih, and rejedted ibe

mf (who arc thovefore :term’d by she spafle, & -
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Sovroe, ‘the refufe, or thofe thay remain'd and werd
left. out) ; aftimg, in both, according to'thé good
Kicaﬁvrc‘ of his own fovereign will : yet, he did not,
Jherein, alt an anjaf, tyrammical, or crweel part; not
yet thew himfelf a refpeBer of perfons. S
1. He is not anjaft, in reprobating fome : nefther
can he be fo ; for zbe Lord is body in ol biswaays, and
vightzous n all bis works, Pfalm cxle. But falvation
and damnation are works of his: confequently, nei-
therof *em is unrighteous orunholy. *Tis undoubts
ed matter of fa&, that the Father draws fome mew
to Chrift, and faves them in him with an everlafting:
falvation ; and that he neither draws norfaves forme
others: and, if it be aot unjuft in God, efually 19
Jorbear faving thefe perfons after theyare bom ;- it
could not be unjuft in him to determine as tmuch;
defore they were born. - What is not unjuft for God
to do in tme 5 could:not, by parity of argament;
be unjuftin him voreflve upon and derree’ from
erernity. And, furely, if the apoftle’s iHuftration
be allow’d to have any propriety, orto carry any
Zuthority, it can no more be unjuft in God ¢o for
apart fome, for communion with himfelf mn this
Mfe and the next, and to j& #fide others, zccording
to*his own free pleafure; than for aperter, o make,
out of zhe fame mafs of clay, fome veffels for-honor-
able, and stbers for inferior ufes.  The Deity, be-<
g abfolute Lord of all his creatures, - 15 account:
able to none, for his doings; and cannot beth‘argei
able with injuftice, for difpofing of his own as he
witl. ' o e 12
‘Nor, 2. is the decree of reprobatioh a tyrannical
éne. ’Tis, indeed, ftri&tly foveregn; but lawfit
Sovereignty and lawlefs tyranny are as really diftin&;
and different, as any twooppofites canbe., He is

a tyrant, in the cotmmmon acceptation:of that word, -

- who, (1.) €ither #furps the {fovereign authériy, and
arrogates to himfelf a dommion to which he has-#s
) right :
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gight: or, (2.) who, being, originally, a lawfuf
prince, abufes his power, and governs contrary to
law. But who dares to lay either of thefe accufa-
tions to the Divinecharge? God, as creator, has a
" moft unqueftionable and unlimited right over the
fouls and bodies of men ; unlefs it can be fuppos’d,
contrary to all fcripture and common fenfe, that, in
making of man, he made a fet of beings fuperior to
himfelf, and exempt from his jurifdiction, Taking
it for granted, therefore, thar God has an abfolute
right of fovereignty over his creatures; if he thould
be pleafed (as the fcriptures repeatedly affure .us
that he is) to manifeft and difplay that right, by
gracioufly faving fome, and juftly punithing others
for their fins—Who are we, that we thould reply
againft God ? ' ‘
" Neither does the ever bleflfed Deity fall under
the fecand notion of a tyrant; namely, as one who
abufes his power, by acting contrary tolaw: for,
by what exterior law is HE bound, who is the fu-
preme lawgiver of the univerfe? The laws, pro<
mulgated by him, are defign’d for the rule of oar
condu@, not of His. Should it be objected, that
« His own attributes of goodnefs and juftice, holi-
¢ nefs and truth, are a law to himfelf;” 1 anfwer,
that, admitting this to be the cafe, there is no-
thing, in the decree of reprobation, as reprefented
in fcripture, and by us from thence, which clathes
with any of thofe perfections. With regard to the
Divine goodnefs, tho’ the non-elett are not objects
of it, in the fenfe the ele& are’; yet, even they are
pot wholly excluded from a participation, of . it.
They enjoy the good things of providence, in com«
mon with God’s children, and, very often, in a
much higherdegree, Befides, goodnefs, confider’d
as it Is in God, would have been jult the fame infi-
nite and glorious attribute, fuppofing no rational
beings had been created at all, or fav’d when c’rg:

v ated.
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sted.  To which may be added, that the goodnefs
of the Deity does not ceafe to be infinite in itfelf;
anly becaufe it is more extended to fome objeéts
than it is to others : The mfinity of this petfection,’
as refiding in God and coinciding with his efferice,
is fufficiently fecur’d, without fuppofing it to reach,
‘indifcriminately, to all the creatures he has made. .
For, was this way of reafoning to be admitted, it
would lead us too far, and prove too much :
fince, if the infinity of his goodnefs is to be efti-
mated, by the number of objects, upon which' it
terminates; there muft be an abfolute, proper in-
Bnity of reafonable beings, to terminate that good- -
nefs upon : . confequently, it would follow, from
fuch premifes, either, That the creation is as truly
infinite, as the Creator; or, if otherwife, That the

"Creator’s goodnefs could not be infinite, becaufe

it has not an infinity of objefts to make happy.*.
L ‘ ' L‘?ﬂ{)’a

* The late moft learned and/judicious Mr. Crarnock
has, in my judgment at leatt, prov’d; moft cleatly and fatif-
falorily, that the exclafion of fome individual perfons, from'a
participation of faving grace, is perfe€tly confiitent with'God’s
unlimited goodnefs. He obferves, that The goodnefs of the
Deity is *¢ Infinite, and circumf{erib’d by no limits. The ex-
¢¢ ercife of his goodnefs may be limited by himfelf; but his
*« goodnefs, the principle, cannot: for, fince his effence is infi-
«¢ nite, and his goodnefs is not diftinguifh’d from his effence;
¢« It is infinite alfo. God is neceffarily good, in his naiure; but
¢ free in his communications of it. He 13 neceflarily good, affec-
-8¢"tiwe, in regard of his nature; but freely good, ¢fediz2, in
«¢ regard-of the eftuxes of it to this or that particular fubje®
< he pitcheth upon = He is not meceffarily communicative of his
¢« goodnefs, as the fun of it’s light, or a tree of it’s coolin
¢~ thade, which chunfes not it’s objeéts, but enlightens al
s« indifferently; without variation or diftin&ion : this were to
¢«¢ make God of no more underftanding than the fun, which
.« fhines, not where it plsafes, but where it muf. He is an un-
« derfltanding agent, and hath a fovereign right te chufe his
« own fubjefts. It would not be a fupreme, if it were not a
s« qoluntary goodnefs. 'Tis agreeable to the nature of the
¢« Higheft Good, to be abfolutely free; and to difpenfe his
«¢ goodnefs in what meshods and meafures he pleafes, according
#¢ to the free determinations of his own will, guided by the

« ¢« wifdom of his mind, and regulated by the holinefs of his

‘¢ nature,
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Laply, if 1t was’ not incompatible with God’s infis
nite goodnefs, to pafs by the whole body of fallen
angels, and leave tbem under the guilt of their a.
poftacy ; much lefs can it clafh with that attribute,
to pafs by fome of fallen mankind, and refolve toleave.
them in their fins, and punifh *em for them. Nor
is it inconfiftent with the Divine Fufice, to witbbold
faving grace from fome; feeing the grace of God
is not what he owes to any. *Tis a free gift, to thofe
that have it ; and is not due, to thofe that are with-
out it: confequently, there can be no injuftice, in
not giving what God is not bound to beftow.

. There is no end of cavilling at the Divine dif-
penfations, if men are difpos’d to do it. ‘We might,
with equality of reafon, when our hand is in, pre-
fume to charge the Deity- with partiality, for not
making all his creatures angels, becaufe it was in
his power to do fo; as charge him with injuftice, for
not electing all mankind. Befides, how canitpoflibly

« nature. He will be good to-wbom be awill be good:  Wheh
" 4¢ he dorh a&k, he cannot but act <tel]: So far 'tis neceffary : yet
- ¢ he may act this good or that good, to this or that degree : So
““it is free : As’tis the perfeion of bis nature, tis ngcefflary : as
* 4 ’tis the communication of bis bounty, ’tis woluntary. The eye.
“* cannot but fec, if it be open; yet it may glanceon this or
¢ that colour, fix upon this or that obje, as it is conduded by
© ¢¢ the will. What neceflity could there be ox God, to refolve
*¢ to communicate hisgoodnefs [atall] ? Itcould not be tomake
‘¢ himfelf better by it; for he had [before] a goodnefs incapa-
" ¢ ble of any addiion. What obligation could there be from rhe
© %€ ereature 7 Whatever fparks of gaodnefs any creature hath,
< are the free effufions of God’s bounty, the offzprings of his own
¢ inclination to do well, the fimple favour of the demor. God
* ¢ is as unconfirain’d in his liberty, in all his communications,
¢ as [he is'{ infinite in_his goodnefs, the feuntain of ’em.”
Crarnock’s Works, vol. 1. p. 583, &c. With whom agrees'
the -excellent Dr. BaTes (tirnam’d for his eloquence, s%¢

 filver-tongi’d) 5 and who, if he had a filver tongue, had likewife

a golden gen: << God,” fays he, “‘is a wife and free agent;
* and, as he is infinite in goodpefs, fo the exercife of it is vo-
- luntary, and ouly {o far as he pleafes.” Herm. of Diw.
Atiib. chap. 3. AR .
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_be fubvetfive of his juftice, to condemp, and refolve-
“to cohdemn, the non-elect, for their fins when
“thofe very fins were not ator’d for by Chrift, as the

fins of the elet were ? His jaftice, in this cafe, is
fo far from. bindering the condemnation of the re-
probate; that it renders it neceffary and indifpen-
fible. "Again, is the decree of fovercign prateri-
tion, and of juft condemnation for fin, 1 repugnant
to the Divine bolinefs 2 not in the leaft : fo rar from
it, thar it does not appear how the Deity could bg

holy, if he did nat hate fin, and punifh it.  Nei-

ther is it contrary to his #7utb and veracity. Quire
the reverfe.  For, would not the Divine veracity
fall to the ground, if the finally wicked were 7ot
condemned ? -

3. God, in the reprobanon of fome, does not
alt aicruel part.  Who ever accus’d a chief magi-

ftrate, of cruelty, for not fparing a company of-at- -
trocious malefadtors, and for letting the fentence

of the law: take place upon them by their execu-
tion ? -If, indeed, the magiftrate pleafe to pity
fome of them, and remit their penalty ; we applaud
his clemency: but the punifhment of the reft is
no impeachment of his mercy. Now, with regard
to God, his mercy is free and voluntary. He may
exterd it to, and withhold it from, whom he pleafes,
Rom. ix. 15, 18. and ’tis fad mdced if we will not

allow the Sovereign, the all-wife Governor of hea-.
-ven and earth, the fame privilege and liberty, we

allow to a fupreme magiftraie below.
Nor, 4. 15.God, in chuﬁng fome and reJeCtmg
others, a refpecier of perfons. He only comes under

that title, who, on account of parentage, country,

dlormty, wealth, or for any other * external con-

Gz o ﬁderatlon,‘

* moorwmwornlsr, PERsONI ACCEPTIO, quum magis buic
Savemis, _quam illi, ob circumflantiam aliquam, ceu gualxtal:m,
‘externam, ei adbrtremem pira penus, dzrmtatlm, opes, patrzam,
&6 ScaruLa, invoc. S
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fderation, fhews more favor to one perfon, thaw

s0-another. But that is not the cafe with God. He
. c - con-

- So that elegant, accurate, and- learned: Dutch: divine,
Lavnentivus.: Hec wero [i. €. ajosamornlia] eff, quando
perfona perfone prafertur ex caufd indebitd : putd, fi judex abfol-

wat reum, wel quia dives eff, wvel quia potensy. vel qui magifiratus

eff, wel quia amicus &5 propinguus eff, &e. ¢ That is re/ped o
‘{’ perﬁruq, when one m:n{s greferr’d to another-on fonf ﬁnvt')-c
¢¢ {ter and undue account : as when a judge acquits a crimi~
€ nal, merely becaafe he is rich, or powerful, or is his friend,
«-or relation, &c”  Comment. in Epift. Facod. p. 9z.

Nows, in the matter of eleGtion and praterition, God is influ-

enced by nofuch motives : nor, indeed, by anyextersor induce-
ment, Or any motive, extra fe, out of himfelf. Hedoes.not, forin-
ftance, condemn any perfons, on account of their poverty : but,.
on the reverfe, hath chofen many, who are poor in this world,
Fam.ii. 5. Noxdoes he condemn.any, for-being rich ; for fome,
even of the mighty and noble, are called by his grace. 1.Car..
i. 26. He does not refpeékany man’s parentage, or country ; for
the ele& will be gather’d together ﬁ:m the four winds, from un-
der one end of heaven to the other, tth. xxiv. 31. and he hath
redeem’d  himfelf a fele& number, our of cwery. kindred and’
songue and peaple and nation, Rew. v. g. and vii.g. Seo-far is.
God from being, in any fenfe, arefpeller of perfons, that, in
Chrift Jefus, there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male.
mor female, Gal. iii. 28. He does not reccive one, nor rejeét
another, merely for coming. or net coming, under any of thefe-
charafters. His own fovereign will, and not their external.
or internal circumftances, was the fole rule, by which he pro-
ceeded, in appointing fome to falvation,.and deereeing to leave
others in their fins: So that God is not, herein, arelpeter of:
their perfons, but a refpe&er of bimfelf, and bis oxvmglery.

. And as God is no refpeter of perfons,. becaufe he. chues..

fome as objes of his favor; and.omits others ; all being on a

perfedt equality ; {o neither does it follow, that he is fuch, from*

Inis a@ually conferring {piritual and cternal bleflings on the:

Jfermery. and denying >em to the latter: Seeing, thefe bleflings.:
are abfolutely bisown, and which he may, therefore, without..

ivjuitice, giwe, or net give, at his pleafure. Dr. Whithy him-

felf, tho’ fo ttrenuous an adverfary to every thing that looks

like Predeftination, yet very juftly obferves (and fuch a concef--
fion, from fuch a pen, merits the reader’s attention), Locum ngn
Fabet [{Gil. mpsgwrvornlial in bonis mere liberis & grataitis 5,

neque infis, in guibasy unum altere preeferre, mofiri jm -
1 yin guibas, preferrs, jiraré?m:aut Pin -

wilegiis
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#onfiders all men-asfinners by naturey and has com-

jpaflion not on perfons of this or that fect, country,
fex, age, or ftation in life, becaufe they are fo cir-

wilegii off.. Ethic. Compend. L. 2. <. 5. fe&. 9. i.e. «“The
¢¢ beftowing” [and, confequently, the avithholding] < of fuch

. < benefits, as are merely gratuitous and .undeferv’d, does not

<¢ argue refpe of perfons ; neither is it.refpe& of perfons, to
«« prefer one boefore another, when we have a r{ghs, and ’is
¢ our pleafure; fo to do.” I:fhall only add the teftimony. ‘of
THoMAs AQuiNas; aman of-fome genius, and much appli-
«ation : who, tho’, in very many things, a./aborious trifler 3
was yet, on fomé {ubje&ls, a clear reafoner, and judicious
writer. - His werds are, ¢ Duplex eft datio ; uzz quidem per-
< tinens ad juflitiam; qud, fcilicet, aliquis dat- alicui quod
“ ei debetur: & circa tales dationes attenditur perfonarum accep-
“ tio, Alia eft datio ad Jiberalitatem pertinens ; qua, fcilicet,
«¢ gratis datur alicui quod ei non debetur. Et talis et Collatio
“¢ munerum gratia, per que peccatores affumuntur a Deo. Et,
¢ in bdc donatione, non habet locum perfenarum acezptio ; -quia
“¢ quilibet, abfque injuflitia, poteft 4e juo dare guantum vult,
s & cui vult: fecundum illad, Matth. xx. Anncn licet miki,
<% guvd wolo, facere? ‘tolle quod tuum eff, €& wade? i. e.
¢¢ There is a twofold rendering, or giving : - the one a matter
¢¢ of suffice, whereby that is paid to.a man, which was due to
“¢ him. Here, it is poffible for us to att partially, and with
 refped -of perfons.:” [Thus, for example’s fake, if I owe
mouey to twe men, one of whom is rich, the other poor; and
1-pay the rich man, becaufe he has it in his EoWer to fue me,
but defraud the other, becaufe of his ingbility to do himfelf
Jjuftice; I fhould be a refpecter of perfons. ' But, as Aguinas
goes on] ¢ There is a fecond kind of rendering, or giving ;
< which-is a branch of -mere bounty and liberality : by which
«¢ That is freely beflowed on any man which was- sot due 1o
4« him : Such are the gifts of grace, whereby finners are re-
¢ ccived of God. In tﬁe beftowment of grace, refpeft of per-
«¢ fons is abfolutely out of the queftion : becaufe every one
<, may, and can, without the leaft fhadow of injuftice, give as
¢ much of his own, as he will, and #o whom he will : accord-
< ing to that paffage in Matrh. xx. Is # wot lawyful for me to do
& avbar T will (with my oawn) ? sake up That wbhich is thine, and
¢ go thy way.” Aguin. Summ. Theol. 2—2da Qu. 63. A. 1.
‘On the whole, ’tis evident,- that refpe of perfons can only
hgve place in matters of juflice, and is but another name for
perverfion of juftice : confequently, it has nothing to do with .
anatters of niere goodnefs and bounty, as all the bleflings of grace
and falvation are,

G 3 ‘ cumftarc’d,
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cummftanc’d, but onwbom, and-decaufe, he will have
compaffion.  Pertinent to the prefent purpofe; is’
that paflage of St. AusTin: 3? “ Forafmuch as
¢ fome people imagine, that they muft look onGod
““as a refpcller of perfam, if they believe, that,
¢ without any reipe@ had to the previous merits
¢t of men, he hath mercy on whom he will, and
¢¢ calls whom it is his pleafure to call, and makes
¢ good wlhiom he pleates: The fcrupuloufnefs of
¢¢ {fuch people arifes from their not duly attending
< 1o this one thing, namely, thatdamnartion is ren-
“ der’d to the wicked, as a matter of debz, juftice,
¢t and deferr; whereas, the grace, given to thofe
< who are dcliver’d, is free, and unmerited : fo
¢¢ that the condemn’d finner cannot alledge that he
“ is unworthy of his punifhment; nor the faint
¢ vaunt or boaft, -as if he was worthy of his re-
< ward, Thus, inthe whole courfe of thrs proce-
¢ dure, there is no refpe& of perfons. They, who

¢« are condemn’d, and they, who are fet at liberty,

¢ conftituted, onggmally, one and the {fame lump,
s equally infeted with fin, and liable to vengeance,
*¢ Hence, the juftificd maylearn, from the condem-

¢¢ pation of the reft, what would have been their.

* own punifhment, had not God’s free grace ﬁcp’d
¢ in to their refcue.”

- Before I conclude this head, I’ll obviate a falla-
cjous objeCtion, -very common in the mouths of
our opponents: “How,” {ay they, *¢is the doc-
¢ trine of reprobation reconcileable with the doc-
“ trine of a future judgment 2 To which I anfwer,
that there need. no pains. to reconcile thefe two,

fince they are fo far tfrom interfering with each o-
~ ther, that one follows from the other, and the form-

er renders the /atter abfolutely neceffary. Before
the judgment of the great day,. Chrift does-not fa
much act as the jzdge of his creatures, but as their

.+ Tom. 2. prﬁ(./f_os. ad Sixtum Prefh, - -
: ' abfo-
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abfolute Lord and Sovereign. From the firft crea.-
tion, to: the final confummation, of all things; he
does, in confequence of his own eternal and immu- |
table purpofe (as a Divine perfon), gracioufly work
ip and on his own eleét, and permiffively harden the

.reprobate, But, when all the tranfactions of provi-

dence and grace are wound up in the laft day; he.
will then properly fit as Judge; and openly publifh,
and folemnly ratify, if 1 may fo fay, his everlafting:
decrees, by receiving:the elect, body and foul, into
glory, and by paffing featence.on the non-ele&
(not for their having done what they could. not
help, -but) for. their wilful ignorance of divine
things; and-their obffinate unbelief; for their omiffions
of moral duty, and for their repeated iniquities and
sxanfgreffions. . . :

. Pdf. 9. Notwithftanding God's predeftination is
moft certain and unalterable, {o that no ele& per-
fon can perifh, nor any reprobate be fav’d; yet it
does not follow from thence, that all precepts, re-
proofs, and exbortations, on the part of God, or pray-
ers on the part of man, are uiclefs, vam, and in-
fignificant. . . - .

(1.) Thefe are not ufelefs, with regard to the
¢lel  for they are neceflary means, of bringing them
to the knowledge of the truth at firft : atrerwards,
of firring up their pure minds by way of remembrance,.
and of edifying and eftablithing them in faith, love,-
and holinefs. Hence that-of St, Aufin:* < The
¢ commandment will tell thee, O man, what thou.
¢ oughteft to have ; reproaf will [hew.thee wherein.
¢t thou art wantings and praying will teach thee
¢ from whom thou muft-receive the fupplies which
< thou wanteft,” Nor, (2.) are thefe vain with
regard to the reprebaie s for, precept, reproof, and
exhortation, may, if duly attended to, be a means
of making them careful to-adjuft their moral, ex-

" ® De Corsrept.-& Grat. Chap. 3. Co e

e 4 G 4 ternal
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ternal condu&, according to the rules of decency,
juftice, and regularity ; and, thereby, prevent much
iaconvenience to themfelves, and injury to fociety.
And, as for prayer, it is the duty of al/, without
exception. Every created being (whether ele& or
-reprobate matters not, as to bis point) is, as fuch, .
dependent on the Creator for all things: and, if de-
pendent, ought to have recourfe to Him, both ina
‘way of fupplication and thankfgiving. ~
+ But, to come clofer ftill. That abfolute prede-
ftination does not fet afide, nor rendér fuper-
fluous, the ufe of preaching, exhortation, &c. we
prove from the examples of Chrift bimfelf and kis Apo-
Jes : who, All, taughtand infifted upon the article
-of predefiination; and yet took every opportunity
of preaching to finners, and enforc’d their miniftry
with proper rebukes, invitations, and exbortations, as
occafion required. Tho’ they thew’d, unanfwer-
ably, that falvation is the free gift of God, and lies
entirely at his fovereign difpofal ; that men can; of
themfelves, do nothing fpiritually good s and that
it.is God,, who, .of his own pleafure, works in them
both to will and to do: yet, they did not neglet
to addrefs their auditors, as beings poffefs’d of rea-
ion and conicience, nor omitted to remind them of'
their duties as fuch; but fhewed them their fin
and danger by nature, and laid before them the
appointed way and method of falvation, as exhi-
bited in the gofpel. Our Saviour himfelf, exprefsly,
and 7n terminis, affures us, that no man CAN come
t0 him, except the Father draw bim ; and yet he fays,
Come wnto me, all ye that labor, &c. St. Peter, in
the 2d of A7s, told the Jews, that théy had fulfilPd
the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God, in
utting the Mefliah to death; and yet fharply re--
gukes\thcm for it. St. Paul declares, It is not of bim -
that willeth, nor of bim that runneth; and yet ex-
“horts the Corinthians /o to 7un, as to cbtain the
. ' prize,
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ize.. He aflures us, Rom. viii. thit-we know-nit’
what to pray for, as we ought 5 and yet, 1 Theff. v.
dire&s us to pray without ceafing. He avers; 1 Tim.
ii.- that the foundation, or decree, of tbe Lord fand-
eth fure; and yet cautions him, who thinks be fiands,
to take beed, leff be fall.. St. Fames, in like man--

‘ner, fays, that Every good and perfec? gift cometh

down from above; and yet exhorts thofe, whe want.
wifdom, to ask it of Gad. So, then, all thefe. being
Mezans, whereby the elef? are frequently enlightened

" into the kmowledge of Chrift, and by which the 2'

are, after they have bclncved thro’ grace, built
#p in him ; and are means of their perf[tverance sn-
grace 10 the end ; thefe are fo far from being vdin’
and infignificant, . thar. they are highly ufeful and -
neceffary, and anfwer many valuable and important
epds : without in the leaft fhaking the dotrine of

redeftination in particular, or the analogy of faith
 general. - Thus St. Auftin :* ¢ We muft preach,
« we muft reprove, we muft:pray ; becaule they,
“ to whom grace is given, will hear, and att-ac-
“, cordinglys- tho' they, to whom gracc s not
. g;ven, will do neither.”

CHAP V.,\

‘Sbe-wmg, that the Scripture- dotrine of PREDES-.

TINATION fbould be openly preacbed and.
A zrfyied on: and for fwbat Reafom :

PON thc wholc, 1t is evxdcnt that the d0c- ‘
trine of God’s eternal and" unchangeable-
predeftination fhould neither be wholly -fupprefs’d
and laid afide; nor.yet be. confird ta the difqui-
fition of the lcarncd and {peculative ow]y but,

R 'pe Bon. Perfev. cap, 14. R
. llkc.
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Whewife, fhould be publicly taught from the palpit

amxd the prefs; that cven the meaneft of the peo-:
ple may not be ignorant of a truth, which refle@s:

fuch glory on God, and is the very foundation of
happinefs to man. Let it, however, be preach’d
with judgment axd difcretion : . i. e. deliver’d, by the
preacher, as it is deliver’d in feripture; and no

atherwife. - By which means, it can neither be a-
bus’d to licentioufnefs, nor-mifapprehended to de-

air: bat will eminently conduce to the know-
Jedge, eftablithment, improvement and comfort of

them that hear. That predeftination ought to be:

preached, I thus prove : : :
i 1. The Gofpel is- to be preach’d : and that not

partially.» and by piece-meal, but the whole of it..
The commiffion runs, Go forth and preach. THE.

GosprL ; the gofpel itfelf,. even all the gofpel,
without exception or limitation : for, fo far as the
gofpelis maim’d, or any branch of the evangelical

fyftem is fupprefs’d :and pafs’d over in filence, fo-

far the gofpel is noz preach’d. Befides, there is
fearce-any other dittinguithing doctrine of the gof-

1 can be preach’d, in its purity and confiftency,
without This of predeftination. Eleiion is the
goldeén thread that runs through the whole chriftian
%&em 3 ’'tis the leaven, that pervades. the whole
Yomp. Cicerofays of the'various partsof humanlearn-
- ing, “Omnes artes,quz ad humanitatem pertinent,.
<t habent quoddam .commune vinculum, ‘& quafi
¢¢-cognatione quiadam inter fe continentur: 1. e.
¢ The whole cirele. of aris bave a kind of mutieal bond
“ and connellion ;, and, by a fort of reciprocal relation-
< fhip; are beld together; and interudven with eack
¢ orher.” Much the fame may be faid; of this im-
pertant do&rine: it is the dond, which connefts
and keeps together.the whole chriftian fyftem ;-

- which, without this; is like a fyftem of find; eveip:
ready to fall to pieces: . 'Tis the cemens, which'

holds

|
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hofds the fabric together; nay; %is the very foul
that animates: the whole frame.. It is fo blended
and interwoven with the entire fcheme of gofpel
do@rine, that, when the former is excluded,. the
- fatter bleeds to death. : An embaflador is to deli-
ver the whole meflage with: which he is charged.
He is to.omit no part of it ;' but muft declare the
“mind of the fovereign he reprefents, fully and
without referve: He is to fay neither more nor /fs,
than .the infttuétions of his court require. Elfe,
he comes under difpleafure; perhaps, lofes his
bead. Let .the minifters of. Chrift weigh this -
well, : o
- Nor is the gofpel to be preach’d only, but
preach’d #o every creature : i: e. to reafonable Be-
- ings, promifcuoufly; and at large ; to all, who fre-
quent the chriftian miniftry, of every ftate and
condition in life; whethér high or low, young.or
old, learned or illiterate. All, who attend on the
miniftrations of Chrift’s ambafladors, have a right
to hear the gofpel fully, ‘clearly, and without
mincing.. . PreacH, 1T, fays Chrift, Mark xvi.
15. anpufa’le, publifh it abroad; be iss cryers and be-:
ralds proclaim it aloud; iell it out ; keep back no-
part of ity {pare not; Jift #p your woices like trum-
pets. ‘Now, a :very confiderable branch of this
gofpel is, The doctrine of God’s eternal, free, ab-
folute, and irreverfible elettion of fome perfons, in
Chrift, to everlafting life. The faints were fingled.
out, in God’s eternal purpofc and choice, ut ¢rede-
rent, to be endu’d with faith, and thereby fitted
fer their ‘deftin’d falvation. - By their intereft in
the gratuitous, unalienable love of the bleffed
Trinity, they come to be, fubjectively, faints and
“believers: fo that their whole falvatjon, from the -
firft plan of it in the divine mind, to the confum--
ration of it in glory, is, at once, a matter of mers
grace, and -of ab/blute certainty. - While they, who

: ' die
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die without faitR apd holinefs, prove, thereby, that
they were not included in this cle@t number, and
were not written in the book of life. The juftice
-of Gad’s procedure herein is unqueftionable. Out
of a corrupt mafs, wherein not one was better than
another, he might (as was obferv’d before) love
and chufe whom and as many as he pleas’d. It was,
likewife, without any fhadow of injuftice, -at his
option, whom, and bow many, he would pafs &y. His
not- chufing them was the fruit of his favereign
-willy but his condemning them, after death, and ia
-the laft day, is the fruit (not.of their non-eleftion,
- which was no fault of theirs; but) of their own
pofitive tranfgreffions. The ele, therefore, have
the utmoft reafon to love and glorify God, which
any- Beings can poffibly have: 4nd the fenfe, of
what he has done for them, is the ftrongeft motive
“to obedience. On the other hand, the reprobates
have nothing to complain of ; fince, whatever God
does, is juft and right: and fo it will appear to
be - (however darkly matters may appear. to us
now), when we fee bim as be is, and know him even.
as ‘we are known. . .

~And now, why fhould not this doftrine be.
preach’d and infited upon in public ? a dottrine
which is of expre(s revelation; a do&rine that
makes wholly for the glory of God ; which con-
duces, in a moft peculiar manner, to the convere
fion, comfort, and fap&ification of the elect ; and
leaves even the ungodly themfelves without ex-
cufe! ' :
. But, perhaps, you may ftill be inclin’d to que

ftion, Whether predeftination be indeed a fcripture
dottrine. If fo, let me, by way of fample, beg you
to confider the following declarations, 1. of
CHRIST, 2. of his Apofties. ‘

. Matth, xi. If the mighty works, tbat bave been
done in thee, bad been done in Tyre and Sidon, 'tbg )
, wou
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swould bave repented, &c. whence *tis evident, that
the Tyrians ared Sidomians, - at leaft the majority of
them, died in a ftate of impenitency; but that, 'if
God had given them the fame means of grace, af~
forded to Ifracl, they would no have died impent=
tent: yeét thofe means were not granted them.
How can this be accounted for? only on the fin-
gle principle of peremptory predeftination, flowing
from the fovereign will of God. ‘No wonder, then,
that our Lord concludes that chapter, with thefe
remarkable words, I thank thee, Holy Fatber,” Lord-
of beaven and earth, becaufe THOU baft bid thefe .
things from the wife and prudent, and baft revedled
them unto babes : even fo, Fatber ; for so 1T SEEMED
€00D 1N THY SIGHT.  Where Chrift thanks the
Father, for doing that very thing, which Arminians.
exclaim againtt as unjuft, and cenjure as parcial | -,
Matth. xiii. To you it is given to know the myfie-
ries of ‘the kingdom: of beaven, but to them it is NoT
iven. : o
8 Matth. xx. 23. To fit on my right band, and on
my left, is not mine to give, al\’ ‘ois ‘floywasas *vre
s 7alo@ uu, except to them for whom it bath been .
prepared by my father : q. d. Salvation is not a pre~
carious thing : - the feats in glory were difpos’d of
long ago, in my father’s intention and deftination: - -
I can only affign them to fuch perfons, as they
were prepared for, in his decree. S
Matth. xxii. Many are called, but few chofen : 1. e.
All, who'live under the found of the gofpel, will
not be faved; but thole only who are ele@ted un-
to life. ' o
- Matth. xxiv. For the elefts fake, thofe dnys fhall
be fhortened. & ibid. Ifit were poffible, they fhould de-
ceive the very elefl : where, *tis plain, Chrift teaches .
two things; '(1.) that there is‘a certain number of
perfons, who are efeffed to grace and glory; and, (2.)
- 3 : that
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that it is abfolutely. impo/fible for thefe ta be deceiv’d
into total or final apoftac

Matth. xxv. Came, e, ZI effed of my fatber, jnberit
the kingdom prepared for you from the. fom:damu of
the world,

Mark xi. Unto you it is given 10 know the m_x/iefj
of the kingdom of God : but, 0 them that are withoyr,
i. e.. out of the pale of elc&wn, all thefe things are
done in parables; that, fecing, they may fee, and not
perceive; and, bearmg, they may bear, and not under--
Sand : e, at any time, they fhould be converted, and
their fins fhowld be forgivem them.
 Luke x. Rejoice, becaufe your names are. ‘wrxtm: in:

- beaven.. \
. Luke xii. It is your Fatber’s good p]eafure, to gzm
you the /cmgdom

L}xkx xvii. One fhall be 1aken, .and the otber Jfhall
be left.

. John vi. Al that the Father bath, gwm rae, fhall
come unto me : as much as to fay, Thefe fball, but
the reft cannot. = .

John viii. He zbat is q’ God, beareib God's ward: s
3¢ therefore bear them not, hcazq{e years not of God :-
not chofen of him.

John x. Xe believe not, bemufe ye.are mot of my

]ohn xv. Ye bave not chofen me, but I bave cbo\
. fen you.

I come now, 2. “to the Ap oftles. :

John xii. 37, 40. They bdzewd net-on. bim, - that.
the faying of Efaias the propbet might be fulfdl’d, which.
be fpake; Lord, who bath believed our report? and.
to whom bath tbe arm of the Lord been revealed ?
Therefore they couLp Not believe, BEcauss Efaias
Jaid again, He batb blinded their eyes, and barden’d
their bearts, that they fhould not fee with their'eyes,
nor underfland with their bearts, and be converted, and.
I fhould beal them. Without -certain Prefuience,

3 these
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there could be no™ prophecy ; and, without predsfi:
nation, no certain prefcience. Therefore, in ordes
to the accomplithment of prophecy, prefcience, and
predtﬁmatzon, we are exprefsly told that thefe per-
fons couLp NOT believe; sx adfuvao, they were.
uot abley it was out of their power. In thort, there
is hardly -a page, in St. Jobw’s gofpel, which does
not, either exprefsly or 1mphc1t1y, make mention
of ele&tion and reprobation.

St. Peter fays, of Judas, Aéts i. Men and bretbrem
the feriptures MusT NEEDS bave been fulfilled, whick
the Holy Gboft, by the mouth of David, [pake- before,
concerning Fudas. So, verle xxv. That be might go
%o bis own place: to the place of punithment ap-
pointed for him.

AQs ii. Him, being delivered by the determinate
counfel and foreknowledge of God, ye bave taken, and,
with wicked bands, bave crucified and flain.

- A&siv. Herodand Pontiys Pilate, and the Gentz’es,
and tbe people of Ifrael, were gather’d together, fortd
do whatfoever thy band and thy counfel determin’d be-
fore to be done : weowpm yevw&ar, predeftinated /houlé
come to paﬁ.

Aés xiii. And as many, as were ordain’d to: etermzl
life, believ'd : weraluevor, defign’d, deftin’d, or appamt-»-
ed unto life.

Cencerning the Apoftle Pasl, what fhall I fay ? 3
every one, that has read his epiftles, knows, that.
they teem with predeftinatioh, from beginning to
~end.* 1 fhall only give one or two paﬁ'agcs : and:

* A friend of mine, who has a largc property in Ireland,
was converfing, one-day, with a popifh tenant of his, upon
religion. - Among other points, they difcufs’d the pratice of
having public_prayers in an unknown tongue. My friend took;
down a new teftament from his book-cafe, and read part of
1 Cor xiv, When he had finifh’d, the poor, zealous papift rofe’
up. from his thair, and faid, with gmat vehemence, s J ve-
& rily believe, St. Paul awas an beretick.” ’

' Can the perfon, who carefully reads the eplfﬂes of that great

“apoftle, doabt of his having bcen 'a thorough-pac'd PrE-
DESTINARIAN ?

begin
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begin with that ﬂtmous chain, Rom. viii. wbm hé

did forelmow (or fore-love, far, to know, often fi
fies, in {cripture, to love) be alfo did prede/imate to bt

conform’d to tbe image of bis fom, that be might be the:

Jirft-born among many bretbren : that, as in all things
elfe, fo in the buﬁncfs of eleftion, Chrift might have
the prchemmcnce ; He being firft chofe, as a Savi-
our, and zbey in him to be. Taved by him: more-
over, whom be did predefinate, them be alfo called ;

and whom be called, them be alfo juptificdy, and wbom

be jufified, them be alfo glorified.
- The gth, 10oth, and 11th chapters of the famc
epxﬁlc are profe ﬂéd differtations on, and illuftrations

of, the doétrine of God’s decrees; and contain,

ltkewxfe, a folution of the pnncxpal ob_]e&lons
brought againft, that dotrine.

Gal. i. Who Jeparated me from my motber s womb :
and called me by bis grace. :

- The firft chapter of Epbefians treats of httle elfe
but election and predeftination,

2. Theff. 2. After obferving, that the reprobatcs-

perith willfully ; the apoftle, by a:ftriking tranfi-.

tion, addreflfes himfelf to the eLEcT Theffalonians,:
faying : BUT we are bound to give thanks unto God,

always, for YOU, bretbren, beloved of the Lord, be-

caufe God batb, from the beginning, chofen you 0 fals
vation, tbro” [ankiification of the [pirit and belzef of the
truth.

an boly calling, not ‘according to our own works, but ac-
cording to bis von purpefe, andgrace which was grzmt
us, in Chrift, before the world began. .

St. Fude, on the other hand, defcribes the repro-

bate as ungodly men, who were, of old, fore-ordain'd to

this condemnation.
Another apoftle makes this peremptory- dccl;ara-r
tion; Who flumble at the word,  being - difobedient,

whereunto alfo they. were /iPPOINTED but TE. -

-are.

2 Txrh L Wba bath faved us, and calIed us -wzllr-g
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sre 0 CHOSEN gemeratiog [ysvos exhsnrav, aft elefd
sac), .o rayal priefbaod, am boly mation, a peculian
. peaple, Na@ us sregimoary, 8 people purchas’d 14 be
bis pecyliar property and peffeffion, x Pet. ii. 8, 9. To
all which, may be added " >
- Rev. xvii. 8. Whafe ngmes were not written in the
beek of kife from ihe foundation of theworld.
. .All thefe texts are byt as an handful to the hars
- weft: and yet gre both numeroys and weighty es
80ough; to decide the point, with any, who pay the
Jeaft deference to Scripture authority. And ler it
be obferv’d, that Chrift and his Apoftles deliver’a
thefe mrattess, pot to fame, privileg’d perfons,oply,
byt to All, at large,whq had ears to hear, and eyes ta
read; .. ‘Therefare, (it is incumbent on ¢very faith»
ful minifter, to tread. in: their fleps, by daing
Jikewife » nor is that minifter 3 faishful one, faith.
§ul to' Chrift, te vruth, and to fouls, who keeps
back auy fori of the cquafel of God, -and buries
ghqu:dogmncs i; qu, which bg is commanded
&0 proach upew the bogle topsn .. .
. The greas St. Aufién, in his valuable trestife D¢
Bane Parfever. effeCinally obviates the objections of
thofe, who e for‘b&syin&the dogine of Prede
ftination in fitence..  Fe. thews, that it oyght to be
- pwblicly tanght s defcribes the necelity, and ufefylueks;
of preaching itz apd paings Qut the memmer of daing
is %9 edification, , Apd fince fome perfons have
.condemn’d St. Auhin, by bell, baok, 31id candle,
for his ftedfaft artacheent to, and nerveus, fuc-
cefsful defences of, the decrees of Gody ler ws
thesr whws Luther, that great, lighe in the church,
thought, refpeing the argument before us. .-
- Bra/mys (in mofk other refpects, 2 very excellent
man) affected to think, that is was of dangerons
.confoquence o propagase the dodrine of Pregfis-
-wetiap, either by preaching or wriging. His words
are-thefe: “ Whas qan be mare, wielefs, thap w0
MU ; H ¢ publith

~
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publith this paradox tothe world ? namely,that
whatever we do, is done, not by virtue of our
own free will, but in a way of neceflity, &c.
What awide gap does the publication of this
tenet open among men, for the commiffion of
all ungodlinefs ! What wicked perfon will reform
his life? Who will dare to believe himfelf a fa-

vourite of heaven? Who will fight againft his

own corrupt inclinations ? Therefore, where is
either the need, or the utility, of fpreading
thefe notions, from whence fo many evils feem

to flow 2” -

« To which, LuTHERr replys: < If, my Erafmus,
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you confider thefe paradoxes (as you' term
them) to be no more than the inventions of
men ; ‘why are yow fo extravagantly heated on
the occafion ? In that cafe, your arguments affect
not me : for there is no perfon, now lving in
the world, who is a more avowed ¢nemy teo
the doétrines of men, than myfelf. But, if you
believe the doftrines, in debate between us, te
be (as indeed they are)} the do&rines of God;

you muft have bid adieu to all fenfe of thame

and decency, thus to oppofe them. ' I will not
afk, Whither is the modefly of Erafmus fled ?
but, whichis much more important, Where,
alas| are your fear and reveremse of the Deity,
when' you roundly declare, - that this branch of
truth, which He has revealed from heaven, is,
at beft,- ufekfs, and unneceflary to be known ?
What! fhall the glorious Creator be faughs, by
you his creature, what is fit to'be preach’d, and
what to be fupprefs’d-? Is the adorable God fo
very defetive in wif{dom and prudence, as.not
to know, " till yox - inftruét him, what would be
ufeful, and what pernicious ¢ Or could not Hs,
whofe underftanding is infinite, forefee, previ-
ous to his revelation of this dotrine, what

S : ' ¢ would

-

.
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% would be the’ confequences of his revealing ity
¢ till thofe - confequences were poirted out by
¢ you ? You cdnnot;, you dare not fay this. If;
<¢ then, it was the divine pleafiire to make known
“¢ thefe things in his word; and tb bid his mef-
“ fengers publith them abroad; and leave thé con-
*¢ fequences of their fo doing to the wifdom and
¢ providence of Him, in whofe name they fpeak;
“ and whofe meflage they declare ; who ari thoy,
« O Erafmus, .that thou fhouldeft reply againft God,

". % and fay, to the Almighty, #bat doft thou? St.

‘¢ PauL, difcourfing ot God, declares perempto-
“ rily, Wbom be will be bardeneth : and again, God
“ willing. 1o fhew bis wrath, &c. And the Apofti¢
“ did not write this, .to have it fifled among 4
s few.perfons, and buried in a corner ; buit wrote
it to the chriftians at Rome : which was, in ef-
¢ fect, bringing this doétrine upon the ftige of
* the whole world ; ftamping an univerfal Impri-
 matur upon it.; and publithing it to beliévers ag
“.large, throughout the earth.—~What can found
¢ harfher, in_the uncircumcifed ears of eariial men,
* than thofe words of Chrift, Many are called, but
“ few chofen? and clfewhere, I know whom I bave
 chofen. Now, thefe and fimilar affertions o
« Chrift and his Apoftles; are the very pofitions
« which you, O Erafmus, brand as ufelels and
« hurtful. You obje®, If thefe ihings aie f3, wwbo
gtk endeavour to amend bis life ? 1 anfwer; With:
«out the Holy Ghoft, no man ca# amend his life -
“ to purpefe. Reformation is but varnifi’d hy-
t pocrify, unlefs it proceed from grace. Thé
t ele@-and truly pious are amended by thie Spiri¢
“ of God: and thofe of mankind, who are not a-
“ mended by Him, will perifh.—You afk, more~
“ over, Who will dare to believe bim[elf a favoutite
“ of beaven? 1 anfwer; It is not in man’s own
“ powet to helieve himfelf fich, upolr juft
R H 2 - % groundsy
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grounds, *tifl he is enabled from sbove.  But
the Elet fhallbe fo enabled : they fhall believe
themfelves to' be what' indeed they .are. -As
for the reft, who are hot endu'd widh faith, they
fhall perith; raging and blafpheming, asyou deé
now. But, fay you, Tbefz derines open a door 2
ungodlinefs. ¥ a’n{‘:‘;’r; Whatever door they may
~open to the impiops 4nd propbane 5 yet, they open
a'door of ri%?tco’ufncﬁ to the ¢/ef? and boly, and
' ‘the way to heaven, and the path of
‘accefs unto God. - Yet you would have us 252
JSain from the mention of thefe grand do&eines,
and leave our people in the dark, as to their e-
le@ion of God: the confequenee of which
would be, that evefy mah would bolfter:himfelf
up with a delufive hope of fhare in that falva-
tion, which is fuppos’d € lie open to all; and,
thus, genuine humility, and the pratical fear of
God, would‘gbé kick’d ba; f;;oors. This
would be a pretty way indeed, -of Sopping up the
gap, Etafm;isﬂ't:omplazms of! Jnftead )o'f'gé‘gan
up the door of licentioufnefs,  as is falfely pre-
tended ; it wonld be, in fal, opening a gulph
into the nethermoft hell. S8till you urge, #h¢re
is eitber the neceffity, or utility, of preatbing predefii=
nation? God himfelf teaches it, and commands

-us to teach it: and that is dnfwer enopgh, We

are not to arraign the Deity, and bring the mo-
tives- of his vyil% to the teft of human ferutiny ;
but fimply to revere both Him and & He, :Zo
alone'is all-wife and all-juft, can, in reality (how-
ever things appear to us), do wrong tapo man §

“neither can he do any thing unwifely or rathly.

And this confideration will fuffice, to filence all
the objecions of truly religipus perfons. How-
ever, let us, for argument’s fake, goa far<

“ther. I will venture to affign, everand above,

Two very important reafons, why thefe dotlripes
1 - : ¢ fhould

e .t _o S e e e e
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thould be publicly taught: 3. For the bumili-

ation of our pride, and the manifeftation of divine
grace. God . hath affuredly promis’d his favor

to the truly humble. By truly humble, I mean,

thofe who are endu’d with repentance, and de-
fpair of faving themfelves: fora man can' never
be faid to be really penitent and humble, *till he
is made to know that his falvation is not fuf-
pended, in any .meafure whatever, on his own
{trength, machinations, epdeavours, free-will,
or works; but entirely depends on the free
pleafure, purpofe, determination, and efficiency
of another; even of God alone. Whilft 2 man-

is. perfuaded, that he has it in his power to con-

tribute any thing, be it ever fo little, to hig
awn falvation ; he remains in carnal confidence :
he is not a felf-defpairer, and therefore he is not

¢ duly humbled before God: fo far from it, that
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he hopes fome favourable junéture or opportu-
nity will offer, when he may be able to lend an
helping hand to the bufinefs of his falvation.—
On the contrary, whoever is truly convinced
that the whole work depends fingly and abfo-
lutely on the will of God, who alone is the au-
ther and finifher of falvation 3 fuch a perfon de-
fpairs of all felf-affifiance : he rénounces his own
will, and his own ftrength : he waits and prays
for the operation of God : ner waits and prays
in vain. For the Ekés fake, therefore, thefe
dodtrines are to be preach’d: that the chofen of
God, being humbled by the knowledge of his
truths ; felf-empty’d, and funk, as it were, into
nothing in his prefence ; may be faved, in Chrift,
with eternal glory. This; then, is one induce-
ment to the publication of the doltrine ; that
the penitent may be made dcquainted with the
promife of grace, plead it in. prayer to Ged, and
receive it as their own, 2. The wature of the
- - H3 w8 briftian
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£ Gbrifiian faith requires it. Faith has to'do with
¢ things not feen.—And this is one of the higheft
¢ dcgrces of faith, ftedfaftly to believe that God is
¢ infnitely memful tho’ he faves (comparatively)
< but few, and condemns fo many; and that he is
8 ﬁm‘ily juf, tho’, of his own Will, he makes fuch

¢ numbers of mankmd neceflarily liable to damna-
« tion, Now, thefe are fome of the unfcen things,
¢« whereof faith is the evidence. Whereas, was it
¢ in my power to comprebend them, or clearly to
¢ make aut, bow God s both invialably juft, and in-
s finitely merciful, notwithftanding the difplay of
¢¢ wrathand feemmg inequality in his difpenfations
< refpecting the reprobate ; faith would have little
s¢ or nothing to do. But now, fince thefe matters
¢ cannot be adequately comprehended by us, in
¢ the prefent ftate of imperfection; there is room
s for the exercife of faith. * The truths, thcrcfore,
« re(pe@ing predefiination in all iv’s branches,
$¢ fhould be taught and publith®d: they, no lefs
¢ than the ather myfteries of Chrlftlan doétrine,
¢ being proper objeds of fajth, on the part of
¢ God’s people.*”

With Lutber the excellent Bucer aorces parti-
cularly, on Epb. i. where his words are, “ There
¢« are fome, who affirm, that ElefZion is not to be
¢ mention’d publickly to the people. But they
¢t judge wrongly. The bleffings, which God be-
e {’cows on man, are not to be fup refs’d, but in-
% (ifted and enlarg’d upon : and, fP fo, furely, the
¢ blefling of predeﬁmqtzon unto i ife, which is the
§ grmte/i blefling of all, fhould not be paflfed
¢ over.” And, a httlc after, he adds, * Take a-
¢ way the remembrance and confideration of our
¢¢ elettion, and then, Good God! what weapons
¢ have we left us, wherewith to refift the tempta-

. * Lurnerus, De Serv. Arbitr. in refpons ad ult. part.
prfefzt E.rafm : .
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¢ tions of Satan ?——As often as he aflaults our.
« faith (which he is frequently doing), we muft,

. ¢ conftantly, and without delay, have recourfe to.

« our election in Chrift, as to a city of refuge.
¢¢ Meditation upon the Father’s appointment of us
<< toeternal life, is the beft antidote againft the evil.
¢ furmifings of doubtfulnefs and remaining unbe-
< lief. If we areentirely void of all hope and af-
< furance, refpecting our intereft in this capital
s¢ privilege, what folid and comfortable expecta-
< tion can we- entertain, of future bleffednefs?
¢« How can we look upon God as our gracious
<« Father, and upon Chrift as our unchangeable .
¢¢ Redeemer ? without which, I fee not how we
¢ canever trulylove God : and, if we have no true
¢« Jove towards him, how can we yield acceptable
<< gbedience to him ? Therefore, thofe perfons are
¢ not to be heard, who would have the do&trine
¢ of elettion laid (as it were) afleep, and feldom
<t or never make it’s appearance in the congrega-
« tions of the faithful.” ,
To what thefe great men have, fo nervoufly,
advanc’d ; permit me to add, that the doérine of
Predeftination is not only wufeful, but abfolutely
neceflary to be taught and known. For,
" 1. Without it,- we cannot form juf# and becoming

 ideas of God. Thus, unlefs he certainly foreknows,

and foreknew from everlafting, all things that
fhould come to pafs; his undcrlgkar;ding would not -
be infinite : and a Deity of limited underftanding is
#o Deity atall. Again, we cannot fuppofe himto
have foreknown any thing, which he had not previ-
oufly decreed ; without fetting up a feries of caufes,
extra Deum, and making the Deity dependent, for a
great part of the knowledge he has, upon'the will
and works of his creatures, and upon a combina-
tion of circumftances exzerior to himfelf. There-
fore, his determinate plan, counfel, and purpofe,

H4’ R .,(ile



, [ 102 ] ,
(. ¢. hisown f{édq'?inmicn of caufes and effects),
. is the oply bafis of his forcknowledge : which fore-
knowledge could neithérbe certain, nor independent,
but as'tounded oh his own amsecedent decree. 2.
He alone is entitled to the name of True God,
who governs all things, and without whofe wil]
(either efficient or permiffive) nothing is or can be
done. - And fuch is the God of the feripturés:
againft whofe will, 7ot a fparrow can "die, nor an,
Lair fafl from our beads, Matth. x.© Now, what is
redeftination, but the determining WILL of
1(Diod«? 1 defy the fubtileft femi-pelagian in the
- world, to form, or convey, a juft and worthy no-
tion of the Supreme Being, without admitting Him
10 be the great caufe of all caufes elfe, himfelf depen-
dent on none: who will’d, from eternity, how he
would a& in time 3 and fertled a regular, determi-
nate fcheme of what he would do, and permit to be
done, from the beginning to the confummation of
the world. A contrary view of the Deity is as in.
confiftent with reafon itfelf, and with the very reii-
gion of nature, as itis with the decifions of revela-
tron. Nor can we, rationally, conceive of an Inde-
pendent; All-perfe@t Firft Caufe, without allowing
him to be, (3.) unchangeadle in his purpofes. His
decrees and- his effence coincide : “confequently, a
change in skofe, would infer-an alteration in 24is.
Nor can that Being be the true God, whofe will is
variable, Buctvating, and indeterminate: for,
his will is Himfelf willing. A Deiry without decrees,
and decrees without fmmutabilisy; are, of all inven,
tions that ever enter’d the heart of man, the mo
abfurd. {4.) Without predeftination, to plan;
und; without providence, to put that plan in ex-
ecutiony, what ‘becomes of God's Owrirpatence? Tt
vanithes into aiY. It becomes a mere non-entity,
“For, whac fort of Omniporerice 1s thar, which may
be daffied and Geféared, by she very creatures it has
made? Very differentds the idea of this attribute,

fog-
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fag by the Pfatuft, Plalm cxifi. Whatforver
b Lord wilted, that did be, in béaven and in earth,
in the fea, and in afl desp places: i. e. He not only
gmade them ‘when he would, but orders them when
made. (3.) He alone is the true God, according
to fcripture reprefentation, who faves, by his mere

‘mercy and voluntary grace, thofe whom he hath

chofen ; and righteoufly condemns (for theit fins)
thofe whom he thought fit ro pafs by. . But, 'with-
aut predeftination, there could be no fuch thing,
¢ither as fovereign mercy, or voluntary grace. For,
afeer all, what is predefisnation, but his decree, to fave
Jorm, of bis mere goodnefs; and o tondemm others, in
bis_ju judgment #<aNow, ’tis moft evident, that
the Icripture do&trine, of PREPETERMINATION, is
the cleareft mitror; wherein to fee and contempiate
thefe effential attributes of God. Here they all
thine forth, in their fulnefs of harmony and luftre,
Deny predeftination, and you deny (tho’, pérhaps
not intentionally, yet by neceffary 'COnfequcnce;
the adorable perfe&tions of the Godhead : in con-<
¢cealing That, you throw a veil over Thefe; and, in
ing That, you hold. up Thefe, to the come
t, the eftablithment, and the admiration of the
believing world. -
.11, Predeftination is to be preach’d, becawfe sbe
Grace of Ged (which ftands oppofed to all human
wortlsinefs) cammor be maintain’d without it. The
excellent St.-Auftin makes ule of this very. argu-
ment, < If,” fays he, *thefe two privileges”
[namely, faith itfelf, and final perfeverance in faith]
‘ are the gifts of Ged; and.if God foreknew on
< whom he would beftow thefe gifts; (and who

8% tan doubt of fo evident a truth #) ’tis neceffa

s« for predeftination to-be preach'd, as the fure and
¢ _invincible bulwark of that true grace of God,
« which is given te men tithout any confidera~
£ gon of merit.”* Thus.argu’d St. ufin, againft

® De Bono Perfever. cap. z1. the
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the Pelagions, who taught, That grace is offered to
all men alike ; That God, for his part, equally
wills the falvation of all; and, That it is in the
power of man’s free-will to accept, or reje@, the
grace and falvation fo offered. © Which itring of
errors do, as Auffin jultly obferves, centre in this
grand point, gratiam fecundim nofira merita dari
that God’s grace is not free, but the fruit of man’s
defert. Now, the doctrine of predeftination batters
down this delufive Babel of free-will and merit, It
teaches us, that, if we do indeed will and defire to
lay hold on Chrift and falvation by him; this will
and defire are the effet of God’s Jecret purpofe and
effectual operation : for HE it is, who worketh in us,’
both to will and t0 do, of bis own good pleafure 5 that
he that glorieth, /hould glory in the Lorp. There
neither is, nor can be, any medium, between predeft;-
#ating grace, and falvation by buman meri. We muft
believe and preach one, or the other : for they can
never ftand together. No attempts, to mingle
and reconcile thefe two incompatible oppofites,
can everfucceed; the apoftle himfelf being judge:;
)]{, fays he, it [namely EvecTioN] 2 by grace,
Joen is it mo more by works otherwife grace is no
more grace : but, if it be of works, then is it no more
grace; otberwife, work is no more work, Rom. xi. 6.
Exally agreeable to which, is that of St. Aufliny
** Either predeftination is to be preach’d, as ex-
. 4 prefsly as the fcriptures deliver it, wiz, That,

“ with regard to thofe whom he hath chofen, the
* giftsand calling of God are without repentance ; or,
‘ we ‘muft roundly declare, as the Pelagians do,
*¢ "that grace is given according to merit.”* Moft
certain it is, that the dotrine of gratuitous juffifi-
cation THROUGH Chrift, can only be fupported
on that of our gratuitous predefiination IN Chrift ;
) ‘ * De Bono Perfever. cap, 16. -
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fince the-Jatter is the caufe and foundation of the
~ III. By the preaching of predeftination, Man is”
duly bumbled, and Gop alome is exalted: Human
pride is levell’d ; and the Divine glory fhines un-
tarnifh’d, becaufe unrival’d.. This the facred
writers pofitively declare. Let St. Paul be {pokef-
man, for the reft (Epb i. 5, 6.) Having predefiinated
%s———T0 THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS
Grace, But how is it poffible for us to render
unto God the praifes due to the glory of bis grace,
without laying this threefold foundation? (1.)
That whofoever are, or fhall be faved, are faved by
his alone grace in Chrift, in confequence of his
eternal purpofe, paffed before they had done any
one good thing. . (2.) That what good thing fo-
“ever Is begun to be wrought in our fouls (whether
it be illumination of the underftanding, reitude of
will, or purity of affections), was begun altogether
of God alone; by whofe invincible agency, grace
is at firft conferrel afterwards maintain’d, and final-
ly crown’d.” (3.) That the work of internal falva-
tign (the fweet and certain prelude to eternal glory)
- was not only begun in us, of his mere grace alone;
but that it’s continuance, it’s progrefs, and increafe,
are no lefs free, and totally unmerited, than it’s firft,
original donation. Grace alone makes the elek
gracious ; grace alone keeps them gracious; and
the fame grace alone will render them everlattingly
glorious, in the heaven of heavens. .
“ Converfion and falvation muft, in the very na-
ture of things, be wrought and effected, either 2y
ourfelves alone y—or, by ourfelves and God togetber ;
—or, soLeLy By GOD nimseLr.—The Pelaii.
" -ans were for the Firft. The Arminians are for the
. Second. .True Believers are for the Laft; becaufe,
- the laft hypothefis, and That only, is built on the
ftrongett evidence of feripture, reafon, and experi-

ence :
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ez - 1ty ittoft effeGually, hides pride from mdn 3
and fets the crown of undivided praife upon the
head, or, rather, cafts it at the feet, of that glo-
tious Tri-une GOD, who worketh all in oll.
But this is-2 crown, which no finners ever yet
¢ait before the throne of God, who were not firf
Jed into the tranfporting views of His gracious de-
&ree 10 fave, freely, and of His own Will, the people of
His eternal love. Exclude, therefote, O chriftian, the
article of SoverzicN PrEDESTINATION, from thy
miniftry, or from thy faith; and acquit thyfelf, if

thpa art able, from the charge of robbing God.
'When God does, by the omnipotent exettion
of his Spirit, effe€ually call dny of mankind, i
time, to the sfual knowledge of Himfelf in
Chrift ; when He, likewife, - goes on to fanélify the
finniers he hds called, making them to excel in all
¢ood works, and to perfevere, in the love and re-
fance of God, to their lives efid y the obferv-
ity part of the unawakened world may be apt to
tonctude; that chefe converted petfons might re.
eive fuch meafures of grace from God, becauié
fome previous qualifications, good difpofitions, or
fous defiress and internal preporations, difcovered
m them by the Allfecing eye: which, if true,
would indeed transfet the praife from the ereator,
and conflgn it to the creatare. — But the do&rine
of PREDESTINATION, abfolute, free, uncondi-
Nosal PREDESTINATION, here fteps in, and gives
GOD His own.. It lays the axe to the root of hu-
- tian boafting, and cuts down (for which reafon,
the mataral man hates it} every legal, every inde-
petideat, every felf-righteous imagination, that
would exak icfelf zfgain the %rdcc of Ged and the
glory of Chrift. It tells us, That Gop bath bieffid
ws with ofl [pirstual Bleffings m His SON ; accovding
as He bath CHOSEN us tn Him, -before the foundac
tion of the worid, in order te our being aftcrwargs
e made
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made boly and dlameléfs before Himi in lone, Ephii.
Of courfe, whatever truly and fpiritually good
thing is found in any perfon, ’tis the {pecial giff
and work of God: given and wroughe, in confe-
«quence of eternal, unmerited olefiion ro grace and
glory. Whence, the greateft faint cannot triumph
over.the myft abandon'd finner ; but is led to ree
fer the entire praife of his falvation, both fiom fia
and hell, to the more gaod will and fovereipn pyrpofe
of Gad, who hath gracioufly made him to differ from
that world which lieth in wickednefi; Such bheing
the tendency: of this blefled doftring, how injune
ous, both to God and mah, would the fupprefiion
of it be ? Well does St." Auftin argue: ¢ Aa the
¢ duties of PreTy ought to be preach’d up, thet b,
¢ who' hath ears to hear, may be inftruQed how
« toa ‘worthip Gop aright; ‘And as Cuasyirw
s¢ fhould be publicly tecommended and epfhre’d,
st that'he, who hath ears to hear, may knew how
¢ to poffes himfelf in fan&ification; And ay
¢ CuariTy, moreover, fhould be inculcated from
¢ the pulpit, that he, who hath ears 1o hear, may
# be excited to the ardent:love of Gen, and his

¢ peighbor s In like manner; thould God’s PRE

« DESTINATION of his favars he- apenly
¢ nreachd, that he, who hath ears to hear, magy
'3

earn to glory, not in himfelf, but 1w Tna

 LORD.** o .
 1IV. Predeftination fhould be publicly tavght

|

and infifted upon, in order to confirer aud Brengéher |

true belisuers in the certaivty and canfidence of thedr

]Isiw"wi*io'n.’{P For, when regencrate perfons aretald,

" * De Bono Perfever. cap. zo. ;
", 1 Our venerable Reforwrs, in the 17th of onrmiacrm
make the very {ame obfervation, aad, nearly,in:the fagmg
WOrds iwir—rs Tha gadly confideration of predeflination, ,and oux

¢ dleian in Cbrlﬁ, is full of Jiueet, pleafant and unfpeakable com-.

¢ fart to godly perfons s—becaufe it doth grearly R6vaBRISH. AXD
6 "CONFIRM THEIR PAITH ‘OF EVERLASTENG SALVATION,
¢ to ke enjoy’d thro’ Clrift, &c.” DL
and

+
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and are enabled to believe, that the glorificition of
the ele&t is foaffuredly fix’din God’s eternal purpofe,
that it is impoffible for any of them to perith; and
when the regenerate are led to confider themfelves,
as attually éelonging to this elet body of Chrift ;
- what can ftablifh, ftrengthen, and fettle their faith,
like this ? Nor is fuch a faith prefumptuous; for,
every converted man may and ought to conclude
himfelf eleGted : fince God the Spirit RENEWS thofe
only, who were cHosEN by God the Fatber, and
JREDEEM’D by God the Son. . This is an bope which
maketh not afhamed, nor can poffibly iffue in difap-
pointment, if entertain’d by thofe into whofe bearts
. be love of God is poured. forth, by tbe Holy Ghoff
given unto them, Rom. v. 5. .
. The holy triumph and affurance, refulting from
this blefled view, areexprefsly warranted by the
apoftle, 'Rom. viii. where he deduces 'feﬁ%&ual cai-
Jing, from a prior predeflination ; and infers the cer-
tainty of final falvation, from effeCtual calling : Whom
be did PREDESTINATE, them be alfo cALLED; and
whom be called, thembe glfo yusTIFIED ; and whom be
Jufiified,them be alfo cLorir1ED. How naturally, from
fuch premifes, does the apottle add, #%o fhall lay
any thing sotbe cbargeof God’s eleft? Who, and where,
is be that condemnetb them ? Whe, and what, fhall
Jeparate us. from the love of Chrift 2——1In all thefe things
e are, and thall be, more than conquerors, thro’ HIM
that bath loved us : for T am perfuaded [wsxaauar,*
Iammop clearly and affuredly confident), that neither
“deatb, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow-
ers; nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor beight,
nor depth, nor any other creature, fball be ableto fepa-
rate usfrom the love of God, which is in Chrift Fefus
our Lord.. So,. clfewhere, The foundation of the Lord,
i. e. His decree or purpofe, according to eletion,
® Certus fum, Ar. MoxTaN. Certd fide perfm/én wibi
babeo, Exasm. FiZa omni dubitatione, BRNGEL, Idm affured,
Durca verfion. . : .
- fland«
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Sandeth fure ; baving this feal, “THE Lorp“xNow:
"ETH THEM THAT ARE HIs: which is particu-
larly noted by the apottle, left true believers might
be difcourag’d, and begin todoubt of their own cer-
tain perfeverance.to falvation, either from a fenfe
of their remaining perfections, or from obferving
the openapoftacy of unregenerate profeflors, 2. 7im,
ii.—How little oblig’d, therefore, are the flock of
Chrift, to thofe perfons, who would, by ftifing the
mention of predeftination, expunge the fenfe and
certainty of everlafiing bleffednefs from the lift of Chri-
ftian privileges! : o 7
V. Without the do&rine of predefination, we can-
not enjoy a lively fight and experience of God's [pecial
Joveand mercy towards us in Curist JEsus. Bleffings,
not peculiar, but conferr’d, indifcriminately, on
every man, without diftin¢tion or exception; would
heither be a proof of peculiar love in the Donor,
nor calculated to excite peculiar wonder and grati-
tudé in the Receiver. Forinftance, rain from hea-
ven, tho’ an invaluable benefit, is not confider’d as
an argument of God’s fpecial and peculiar favor, to
fome individuals, above others: and why ? be-
caufe it falls on all alike: as much on the rade
wildernefs, and the barren rock; as on the cul-
tivated garden, and the fruitful field.——But
the blefling of Ele&ion, fomewhat like tbe Sibyl
line books, rifes in valye, proportionably to the few-
efs of it’s objelts. So that, when we recol?
le&, that, in the view of God' (to whom all thihgs
are, at once; prefent), the whole mafs of mankind
was corifider’d as juftly liable to condemnation, on
account of origimal and a&ual iniquity ; His ‘fe-
le&ing fome individuals, from among the reft, and
gracioufly fetting them apart, in Chrift, for falva-
tion” both from fin and punithment; were fuch
alts of fovereign goodnefs, as exhibit'the éxteed:
ing greatnefs, and the entire freenefs, of his love,
in the moft awful, amiable, ‘and humbling lighlt.
; ‘ I o n
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In arder, thep, that the fpecial.grace of Gad -may
fhine, PrepEsTINATION muft be Ercac.h’d : even®
the ‘eternal and immutable predeftination of hiy
people 1o faith and everlgfiing life.  *“ From thofe
““ who are left under the power of guilt,” fays St,
Aufiin, *“the perfon, who is deliverd from i,
“ may learn, what &e toa muft have fuffer’d, had
4 not Grack ftept in to his relief. And, if i§
¢ was grace that interpos’d, it could not be the rey
¢ ‘ward of man’s merit, but the fre¢ gift of God’y
i gratuitous goodnefs. Some, however, “call i
< unjuf}, for ome to be deliver'd whils another, thy’ nq
“ mare guilty thaw the former, is condemn’d: If i bé
s juft to punifh ane, it wauld be but jufice to punifly
¢"Bath. " 1 grant, that Botb might have been jufte
« ly pupithed. * Let us, therefore, give thanks
“ unjo Ged our Saviour, for nat inflicting -that
< vengeance on s, which, from the candemnation
* of our fellow-finpers, we may conclude to have
“ hegn aar defert, no lefs than Theirs.  Had shey,
¢ gz well as We, been ranfom’d from their capri-
¢ vity ; we could have framed but little congéption
“¢ of the penal wrath, due, in ftriCtnefs of juttice,
< to Sin: and, on the other hand, had mm¢ of the
¢ fallen race been ranfom’d ahd fer at Iib_artz‘;'
 how could piving Grace bave difplay’d the
¢ riches of it’s liberality® 2 The {fame evangg-
lical Father delivers himfelf, elfewhere, to the famg
gffed:. < Hence,” fays he, * appears the great:
¢ nefs of that Grace, by which fo many are fréed
¢ from condemnation ;  and they may form fome
*_idea of the mifery, due to themfelves, from thé
¢ dreadfylnefs of the punithment that awaits the
% reft, . Whence, t.haiggyhowejoicc, are taught to
“ rejoice, not in their own mexits (que parie effe
* wwdent damwalis, for they fee that THEY HAVE
“ no MorE MzriT THAN THE DaMNED), but
¢ intheLordt” Hencerefults, -~ .
. * Bpik. 5. ad Sixr. Pref. , :

t %ﬁ’uﬁﬁ. Sanfor. 'lib. 1. cap. g, ’Vl.
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. VL Another reafon, ncarly conneted with the
former, for the unreferved publication of this doc-
trine : viz. That, from a fenfe of God’s peculiar,,
eternal, and unalterable Love to His people, their
bearss.may be enflamed to love HIM in.return. Slen-
der. indeed. will. be my motives to. the Love of,
God, on. the fuppofition that my love to uiM is.
before band with His to me; and.that the very con-
tinuance of his favour, is fufpended on the weatber-
cock of my. variable will, or the flimfy tbread of
my imperfet affe@tion. Such a precarious, de-
pendent Love, were unworthy of GOD ; and cal-
culated to produce but a fcanty and. cold recipro-
cation of Love from man.—At the happieft of
times, and in the beft of, frames, below ; our Love
0. God. is but a fpark (tho' finall and quivering,
yet ineftimably precious, becaufe divinely kindled,
fanned. and maintained in the foul ; and an Earneft
of better to come): whereas, Love, as it glows in
Gap, is an immenfe Sun, which fhone without be-
ginning, and fhall fhine without end. Is it proba-

le, then, that the fpark of human love fhould

ive. Being to the Sun of divine? and, that the
iu&rc. and Warmth of 7&is, thould depend on the
Glimmering of That ? yet, fo it muft be, if Pre-
DESTINATION 15 not ¢frxe: and {o it muft be re-
prefented, if Predeftination is not taught. — Would
you, therefore, know what it is, to love God as your.
Father, Friend, and Saviour; you mutt fall down
before his Erecting Mercy. ’Till then, you
are only hovering about, iz queft of true felicity.
But you will never find the Dior, much lefs can you
enter into Reft, 'till you are enabled to love Him
BECAUSE He bath FIRST loved vou, 1 Johniv.
19

9This being the cafe, tis evident, That, without
taking Predefiination into the account, genuine
MORALITY and the performance of truly
T | ~ GOOD
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GOOD WORKS, will fuffer, ftarve, and dye away.
Eove to God is the very fuel of acceptable obedi-
ence. Withdraw the fuel, and the flame expires.
But the fuel of holy affetion (if feripture, experi-
ence, and obfervation, are allowed to carry any con-
viction) can only be cherithed, maintained, and
increafed in the heart, by the fenfe and apprehen-
fion of God’s predefiinating love to us in CHRIsT

Jesus. Now, our obedience to God will always -

hold proportion to our /ove. If the one be relaxed
and feeble, the other cannot be alert and vigorous.
And, elecling goodnefs being the very life and foul
of the former; the latter, even Goop WwoRKS,
muft flourith, or decline, in proportion as ELECTION
is glorified, or obfcured. Hence arifes a

VIlth Argument for the Preaching of Predeflina-
tion : namely, that, by it, we may be excited to
the praflice of univerfal godlinefs. The knowledge
of God’s love to you, will make you an ardent lover
of God : and, the more /ove you have to Gop, the
more will you excel in all the duties and offices of
love.— Add to this, that the fcripture-view of
Predeftination.includes the means, as well as the end,
Chriftian Predeftinarians are for keeping together

what God hath jeined. He, who is for attaining .

the end, without going to it thro’ the means; is a
feMf-deluding entbufiafi. He, on the other hand,
who, carefully and confcientioufly, ufes the Means
of falvation, as Stzps to the End ; is the true Calvi-
niff. — Now, eternal life being That, to which the

elelt arve wltimately deftined ; faith (the effet of
laving grace), and fanitification (the effeét of faith), .

are bleflings, to which the elet are intermediately
2ppointed. — Aecording as be bath chofen us in bine,
before the foundation of the world, that we fhould be
HOLY and without blame before bim in love, Eph. 1. 4.
We are bis workmanfkip, created in Chrift Fefus unto

GOQD WORKS, which God kath before ordained, -

that
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that we fhould waik in them, Eph. ii. 10.—Knowing,
bretbren beloved, vour Eleilion of God : — Ye became .
FOLLOWERS ¢f us and oF THE LORD, 1 Theill 1.
4y 6.—God bath chofen you ta falvation, THROUGH
SANCTIFICATION of the Spirit and BELIEF of the
truth, 2 Thefl. ii. 13.—Eké?, accordssg to the fore-
knowledge [or, Antient Lcve) of Ged the Fatter,.
THROUGH fanélification of the Spirit, ynto OBEDI-
ENCE, 1.Pct. 1. 2., - .

Nor is falvation (the appointed end of election)
at all the lefs fecure in itlelf (but the more fo), for:
ftanding meceffarily connefied with theie sntervening-
means : {ecing, both Thefe-and That are infeparably-
joined, in order to the certain accomplifhment of’
That thro’ Tkefe. .1t only demonttrates, that, with-, -
ont regeneration of heart, and purity of life, the
ele&t themfelves are not led to heaven,  But then,,
it is inconteftable, from the whole current of ferip-
ture, that thele intermediate blefiings fhall moft infal~.
libly be vouchfafcd to every elet perfon, in virtue
of God’s abfolute Covenant, and thro’ the efectual
agency. of His Almighty Spirit.  Internal fandifica-
tion conftitutes our meetnefs, for the kingdom, to
which we were predcftinated ; and a courfe of
external rigbteoufuefs is one of the grand evidences,
by which we make our ele€ion fure to our own -
prefent comfort and apprebenfion of it*, -

VIII. Unlefs Predeftinaticn be preached, we (hall
want one great inducement to the exercife of brotherly
kindnefs and charity. '

* 2 Pa. i.10. Give diligence to make your calling and eleS:0%
BsCasavs undoubted ; i. e. to get fome folid and inconteflablt
evidence of your Predeftination to Life.—¢ B:€2.:G, is de
*¢ quo fiduciar concifitur ; “is de quo nobis aliquid certo perfuademus.
«¢ Unde, apud Tuvuc. 3. 3c€a/@ ~ur, 7lo maungen: certa
¢ fides babgtur mibi, boc fafturum me effe.—BiCasws, certo explo-
¢ —ratd, BeCasspas, fidem facia; pro comperto habes.”” Scap.—
80, “eamis BeCata is an undoubting hcpe, 2 Cor. 1. 7. And’
BeCetorepG- Aoy G is a more affured and unqueftionable word 1‘:'/:
prophery, 2 Pet. 1, 19. . R E :
. ' I3 When .
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- When a converted perfon is affured, an one hand,
that Aiv, whom God hath predeftinated to eternal
life, fhall infallibly enjoy that eternal life, to which
they were chofen; and, onthe other hand, when
he difcerns the figns of elegtion, not only in himfelf,
but alfo in the reft of his fellow-believers ; and eon-
cludes, from thence (as, in a judgment of charity,
he ought), that they are as really elected, as hims
felf ; how muft his heart glow with love to his
chriftian brethren ! How feelingly will he fympa-
thize with "em, in their diftrefles! how tenderly
will he. bear with their infirmities! How readily
will he relieve the former, and how eafily overlock
the latter ! — Nothing will fo cffetually knit to-

: gether the hearts of God's peaple, in time, as the
elief of their having been written, by name, in
ene book of life, from everlafting : and the un-
thaken confidence, of their future exaltation to one
and the fame ftate of glory above, will eccafion
the ftrongeft cement of affection below. — This
was, poffibly, one end of our Saviour’s fo frequently
+ reminding his apoftles, of their elefzion; namely,
that, from the fenfe of fuch an unfpegkable blefling,
in which they were all equally interefted, they
might learn to leve one amotber, with pure bearts,
- fervently ; and cultivate, on earth, that holy friend-
thip, which, they well knew, from the immutabi-
Tity of God’s decrees, would be eternally matured,
to the higheft perfection and refinement, in heaven.
— St Paul, likewife, might have fome refpe@ to
the fame amiable inference, when, treating of the
faints collectively, he ufes thofe fweet and endear-
ing expreflions, be bath chofen US ;—bke bath prede-
- finated US, &c. that believers,. confidering them-
. felves as ewvenpexler, of co-ebedd in Chrift, mighc be
Jed to love each other with peculiar intenfenefs, as
.the fpiritual children of one electing Father 3 bre-
- thren in grace, and joint-heirs of glory. ~ Did
- . the
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the Regenerate, of the prefent age, but practically
advert to the cverlafting Nearnefs, in which they
ftand related to cach other; how happy would be
the effe&t | S

Hence it appears, that, fince the preaching of
Predeftination is thus evidently calculated to kindle
and keep alive the two-fold, con-genial flame, of
Love t0 GOD, and Love to MAN 3 jt muft, by necef-
fary confequence, conduce, ,

To the advancement of wuniverfal obedience,
and to the performance of every focial and religious
duty * : which, alone, was there nothing elfc to
recommend it, would be a fufficient motive to the

. Public Delivery of that important doétrine.

. IX. Laply, without a due fenfe of Predeftination,
we fhall want the fureft and the moft powerful
inducement to Patience, Refignation, and Dependence
on God, under every fpiritual and temporal Affiiciion.

' # Our excellent Bithop Davenant inftances, particularly,
in the great religious duty of prayer. ¢ The :oa{fdemtioa of
s Eleftion,” fays this learned and evangelical prelate, < dord
s Plr ap she faithful to conflancy in prayer : fory having Jearnt,
#¢ that all Good, tending. to falvation, is prepared for them out of
¢ God’s good pleafure ;5 they are, bereby, ehcouraged to call for,
$® and, as it were, to draww down from heaven, by their prayers,
¥ thofe good things, which, from eternity, aere ordained for the
46 pJe/3, wpmiemeem Morsgover, the fame Spirit of Adoption, who beareth
“¢ quitnefi to eur [pirit, that awe are God’s chofen childven ; is alfe
“ tﬁ;/ﬁ'x‘t of prayer and fupplication, and enflameth our bearts ta
daily “upon -our beavenly Father. Thofe, sherefore, awho,

€ ‘

S from ghe certainty of Predeftination, do pretend, that the duty

5 of prayer is fuperfluous ; do plainly fbexw, that they arefo far from
¢ having awy certainty of their Predeflindtion, that they bave not
% the leaft fenfe thereof. To be flack and fluggifb in prayer,
< is not the property of thofe, who, by the teftimony of God's Spirit,
8¢ pave got” Affurance of their Election : buty rather, of fuch as

- & hawe, cithe mone, or very fmall apprebenfion thereof, Fory

‘¢ ag foont as any one, by Believing, doth conceive bimfelf to be ong
“ of God’s Elect children ; be earncfly defireth to procure unto bim-
s¢ Jelf, by prayer, thofe good things, avhich be believeth that God
“ prepared for His children before the foundation of the avorld.”
‘Bp. Dagenant’s ANIMADVERSI08S on an drminian treaiife,
entitled God’s Lo & 10 Mankind. P. 529, & feq.

I3 . "~ How
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"~ How fweet muft the following confideration be,
to a Diftreft Believer! 1. There moft certainly ex-
ifts an Almighty, AHN-wif€, and infinitely gracious
GOD. —a. He has given me, 1n times paﬁ and
1s giving e at preient (it 1 had but eyes to fee
it), many and fignal intimations of his Leve to

me, both in a way of providence and grace.—
3. This love of his is immutable : he never repents
ot it, por withdraws it—4. Whatever comies to
pafs, in-time, is the refult of his Will fromever-
lafting. — Confequently, 5. my afliltions were a
part ot bis orzgz;m/ Plan, and are, all, ordered, in
number, weight and meafure. — 6. The very bairs
of my bead-are, cvery ane, counted by Him: nor
can a -fingle hair fa/l to the ground, but in con-
fequence of his determination.  Hence, 7. my di-
ftrefies are not the refult:of chance,’ accident, or a
Jortuitous combination of circumftances: but,8 The
providential accomplifhment of God’s purpofe;;
.and, 9. Defigned to anfwer fome wife and gracious
ﬁnds. Nor, 10. fhall my affliCtion continue a mo-
ment longer, than God fees meet. 11. He; who
‘brought me #0 it, has promifed to fupport me under
it, and to carry me through it. 12. All fhall, moft
aﬁ’ucd]v, work together for his glory, and my
good. Thcrcforc, 13. The cup, which my beavenly
Jatber bath given me to drink, fhall I not drink it?
Yes: 1 will, in the {’trencrth he imparts, even 7¢-
Joice in tribulation y and, uﬁng the means of poffible
redrefs, which he hath, or may hereafter, . put into
my hands, 1 will commit my/elf and the evens o
HIM, whofe purpofe cannot be overthrown,
,wl*ofc plan cannot be difconcerted, and- who,
whether | am refigned or not, will Pull g0 on-to
work all things aﬁer the coun/el of bis cwn Will. *
~ Above
* The lcarned Lips1us thus writes to an unmasried friend,

who appears to have referred himfelf to lus judgment and di-
. - re&ion :
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Above all, when the fuffering chriftian takes his
elelion into the account ; and knows, that he was,
. by

‘re&tion : ¢ Sive uxor ducitut, five omittitir, &¢. Whether you
-¢¢ marry, or live fingle, you will ftill have fomething or other
<¢ to moleft you : nor dees the whole courfe of man’s prefent
«¢ fublunary life, afford him a fingle draught of joy, without
¢ a mixture of wormwood in the cap. This is the univerfal
<< and immutable law ¢ which to refiit, were no lefs vain, than
¢ finful and rebellious. As the wreftlers of old had their re-
¢¢ {peCtive antagoniits afligned them, not by their own choice,
<< but by necetfary lot; in like manner, cach of the human .
<< race has his peculiar deftiny allotted to him by Providence.
« ¢ To conquer this, is to endure it. All our {trength, in this
¢ warfare, is to undergo the inevitable preflure. - *1'is victory,
«¢ to yield ourfelves to Fate ” Lips. Epiff. mifeccll. cent. 1,
ep. 43..0per. Tom. z. p. 54. Edit. Pefaliens. 1675.
About two years after, this celebrated chriltian Seneca wrote,
“as follows, to the fame perfon (7 heodore Leewius) who had mat-
“ried, and juft loft his wife in childbed: ¢ Fam raTUM guid ¥
.5 _Eterna, ab wterno, in aternum, Dei Lex : whatispate ! God’s
-s¢ everlafting ordinance : an ordinance, fettled in eternity, and
.¢¢ for eternity : an ordinance, which he can never regcal, dif-
“«¢"annul, or fet afide, either inwhole or'in part. Now, if this his
"« decree be eternal, a retrd, and immoveable, guoad futurum:;
¢¢ why .does - foolifb man. ftruggle and fight againft that which
¢ muft be? Efpecially, feeing fate is thus the offspring of
<« God, why does impious wan munnur and complain ? you
"¢ cannot, juftly, find fault with any thing determined cr dome
« by Hiwm, as tho’ it were evil or fevere : far he is all good-
‘e pefs and benevolence. 'Was you to define his nature, you
<« could not do it more fuitably, than in thofe terms, — Is, ~
"¢ therefore, your wife dead ? debuit : ’tis right fhe fhould be
¢ fo. But'was it right, that fee fhould die, and at that very time, and
<« &y that ery kind of death ? Mokt certainly.. Lex ita latai:
"« ghe decree fo ordained it. The rettlefs acumen of the human
«¢ mind may fift and cahvafls the appointments of fate ; but
¢ cannot alter them. Wére we traly wife, we thould be im-
¢ plicitly fubmiffive, and endure, with willingnefs, what we
« muf endure, whether we be wiiling or not. ‘A due fenfe
-«c-of our inability to reverfe the difpofals of providence, and
-«<¢ the confequent vanity of refilting ’em, would adminjfter
s< folid repofe "to our minds, and fheath, -if not remove, -
«¢ the anguifh of affliion. And why fhould we even v
“ss to refiit ? Fate’s fupreme ordainer is not only the all-wife
« God, but an all-gracious father. Embrace every event, as
I : L e goad
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by an eternal and immutable A& of God, ap-
peinted to obtain falvation thro’ our Lord Fefus Chrift,
that, of courfe, he hath a city prepared for him
above, a building of God, an boufe, not>made with
bands, but eternal in the beavens; and 'that the
heavieft fufferings, of the prefent life, are not worthy
to be compared with the Glory which fhall be revealed
in the faints ; — what adverfity can poffibly befall
‘us, which the affured hope, of bleflings like thefe,
‘will pot infinitely over balance ? N

« A comfort, [o divine,
““ May trials well endure.”

However keenly afflitions. might wound wus, on
‘their fisft accefs ; yet, under the imprefiion ¢f fuch
-animating Views, we fhould quickly come to eur-
felves again, and the arrows of tribulation -would,
in great meafure, become pointlefs. — Chriftians
want nothing, but abfelute refignation, to render
them perfeitly bappy, in every poflible circumftance.
-and abfolute refignation can only flow from an
abfolute belief of, and an abfolute acquiefcence in; God's
“abfolute providence, founded on abfolute predefiination.
— The apoftle himfelf draws thefe conclufions to
‘our hand, in Rom. viii. where, after having laid
‘down, as moft undoubted axioms, the eternity andk
-dmmutability of God’s purpofes ; he thus winds up
the whole : What fhall we [ay, then, to tbefe things?
if Ged be for us, who can be againft us >—=who fhall
Jeparate us from the love of Chrift 2 fhall tribulation,

6 d and profperous ; tho’ it may, for the prefent, carry an
. f?;::& of tge rgverfe. Think yow not, th]:t he lovesr};nd
« careth for us ?} more and better than we for ourfelves. Bug,
¢ as the tendereft parent below, doth, oftentimes, crofs the
¢¢ inclinations of his children, with a view to do them.good 5
¢ and obliges ’em. beth to 4o and to wrdergo many things, a-
s¢ gainft the bent of their wills; fo does :ie . greav Parent of
s all.” Jbid. Epifk. 61, p- 82, o

I er
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or diffrefs, or pevfecution, or famine, or;nak"e.dnq/.'c, ;f‘
perily or fword 2—nay : in all thefe things we -arg
more than conquerorsy thro’ bim that loved us, - .

A3

~ Such, theréfore, among others, being the USES,
that arife from the faithful greacbing and the cordial
reception of PREDESTINATION ; may we not veqn-
ture to affirm, with LuTuer, bic ignoratd dotring,
neque fidem, neque wlum Dei cultum confifbere poffe 2
that “ Our faith, and all right -worfhip of ‘God,
< depend, in no fmall ‘degree, upon our know-
“ 'lcc{)gc of that doétrine * ¢ = - C,
The excellent MELANCTHON, in his firft commop
 ‘places (which received the fanction-of Luther’s'ex-
_prefs approbation), does, in"the firft chdpter, which
treats profefledly of Freewill and 'Predcj{)iﬂagim,’ fer
out with ¢learing and eftablithing 1be dofrine of
'God’s decrees 5 and, then, proceeds to point out the
necefity, and mianifold ufefuinefs, of affertring and’ be-
lieving it. He even goes fo far, as 'to affirm,
" roundly, that'* A right fear of God, and a" trye.
‘¢ confidence in’ him, can be' leatried more affuredly,
"¢ from no.other lource, than from the do&rine of
~ Predefiination.” "But, MELANCTHON’s Judgment
‘of thefe matters will beft appear, from the whale
‘paflfage ; which the reader ‘wilrﬁnd, in the book'and
‘chapter juft referredo. 0 0 0
* s Divina Predefiinatic”, fays he,  Libértateps
¢ bomini adimit ; Divine Predeftination quite.firigs
¢ man of his boafted liberty : for, all things come
to pafs according to God’s fore:appointmeng
even the internal thoughts of all creatures, no-
¢ lefs than their -external works. “Thereforg,
< Epb. i. the apoftle gives us to underftand, that
‘¢ 'God " performerh all 1hings.according to the.counfel
"% of bis own will. And our Lofd hiotif afkg,
® De Serw. dbitr. cap. 20, =~

¢ Maith.
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¢ Matth:x. drenot two [parrows fold for a farthing ?
¢ get one of ‘ew falleth not to the ground, without
“’your Fatber. Pray, what can be more full to
“¢ the point, than fuch a declaration ? — So, Sis-
 mon, Prov. xvi. The Lord bath made all things for
 bimfelf,. yee, qven the wicked for-the day of evil.
“. And, in the xxth chapter, Man’s goings are of

“ the Lord: bow then can a man underfiand bis owon .

*¢ gway? To which, the prophet Feremiab does alto
¢ fer his feal; faying, chapter x. O Lord, I know
8¢ thai the way of wan is not in bimfelf 5 it is not in
“wan, that walketh, to direcl bis own fleps. The
“ HisToricaL part.of fcripture téaches us.the
£ fame- great truth.  So, Gen. xv. we read, that
¢ the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet full. In
¢t Sam. 1i. we are told, that E/’s fons heark-
'« ened not to his reproof, becaufe the Lord would flay
- < them. What could bear a ftronger. réfemblance
. to chance and accident, than Sauls calling upon
¢ Samuel, only with a view to feck ‘out his father’s
' affes (1 Sam. ix.)? yet, the vifit was fore-ordained

¢t of God, and defigned to anfwer a purpofe little -

¢ thought of by Saul,, 1 Sam. ix. 15, 16.” [See alfo
"a moft remarkable chain of predefiined events, in
reference to Saul, and foretold. by the prophet,
.1 Sam. x. 2, 8.] * In purfluance of the divine pre-
¢ ‘ordination, there went with Sax/ a band of men,
. "““whofe "bearts God bad toucked, 1 Sam. x. 26.

¢ —The -harthnefs of. king Reboboaii’s anfwer to

"¢ the ten tribes, and the fubfequent revolt of thofe
"¢« tribes from his dominion, are, by the facred
‘¢« hiftorian, exprelly afcribed to God’s decree :
"< qpberefore, the king bearkened not unto the people ;
¢ for the caufe was from the Lord, that be might per-

"¢ form bis [aying, which the Lord [pake, by Abijap
< the Shilonite, unto Jeroboam - the fon of Nesat,

"¢ .1 Kings xil. 15.—What is the drift of the apoftle
" Paul, inthe gth and 11th of Romgns, quam ut
‘ EE Lo T jfom;zia,

P R - T TR
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“omnia; que fiunt, in defiinationtm divinam riferat P
¢ but'to. refolve all' things," that come?.‘tz'fpifs;,’
“ into -God’ deftinatior'? The judgment of. the
« flefh, or-of mete -unrégenerate reafon, ufuslly
¢ ftatts back, from this truth, with hortor: but,
«.on-the contrary,-the judgment of ‘a. {piritual
“ man will embrace it with affeCtion: ' - Neguc-enins
<« wel timorem dei, vel fiduriam.in deum, certius aliunde
¢ difces, quam ubi imbueris.animum bic de predefiina-
“ tione fenfentid : You WILL'NOT LEARN, EITHER
‘. THE PEAR'OF ‘GoD} or ‘APFIaNce IN-Him,
‘FROM ‘A SURER SOURCE, THAN FROM GETTING
. YOUR 'MIND DEEPLY TINCTURED AND SEASON-
< gp wite Ta1s Docrrine oF PREDESTINA-
«. TION.- ‘Does ot Solomvn;:in. the.book.of Pro-.
“« gerbs,- inculeate Ir, -throughout ? and juftly:
<< for -how, edle, icould ‘he dire&t: men to fear i God
“ dnd>oruft in him ? “The fame ke does, in'thée
> book of Ectlefiafies:: norhas any-thingd fo ipowers
‘. ful'a‘tendency to reprefs the pride of man’s en- -
“<i.croaching reafom, and to lower the fwellidg con-
¢ ceit of his fuppofed diferetion, as the:firtn belief
¢ quod a DEO fiunt omnid, that ALL THINGS ARE
¢« rroM Goo. What invincible comfort did
¢¢ CurisT impart to his difciples, in affuring them
¢ that their very hairs were all numbered by the
¢ Creator ?—Is theré, thép (thay an objector fay),
““ mo fuch thiny as Contitgency ? no fuch thing as
¢ Chance, or Fortune ?—No. Omnia neceffaric eve-
¢ mire [cripture docent : the doétrine of fcripture is,
¢ that ALL THINGS COME TO_PASS NECESSARILY.
Be it b, that, to you, fome events feem to happen
¢ contingently: you, neverthelefs, muft not be run
« away with, by the fuggeftiéns of your own
¢ narrow-fighted reafon. Solomon himfelf, the
¢¢ wifeft of men, was fo deeply verfed in the doc-
< trine of infcrutable Predeftination, as to leave
¢ this humbling maxim on record; #hben I ap-

¢ plied

[
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« phied sy sty boers s dwow eifdem, and 1o fee tbe
« bufivgfs thet is daye upon vhe tarth ;——tben I pebeld
< gl the werk of God, 1hat a man canwot find out ¢be

< zoork that és dowe wuder the fun : becanfe; 4bi” a man
¢ abawr to fock 4¢ ous, yet be Jhall xot fndy yea, furs
“ aber, itho’ & wife man think to know i, yet fhall be
<« wot be dble to find it, Ecclef. ¥ili. 16, 17.” :

MELANCTHON profecutes nhc arguwment much:
farther» but this mey fuffice for a fpecimen. And
*tis not unwonchy af notice, that LuTher fo highly
approved of Meanathoy’s performance, and efpe-
cially of she firk chapter {from whenge the above:
extralt is given)); that he {Luther] thus writes of
it, in his ¢piftle to Erafwss, prefix’d so his book
De Serv. Ard. « that i was worthy of everlafting
<¢ duratiom, and to he reacived inte the ecolefiafti
* calcanom.” Lt it, likewife; be obferved, that
Malancthon neyer, 10 the very daff, retraled &
word of what he theredelivers : which aperfon of
his piety and integriry would moft cerranly have
denc, had he afterwards (as fome have artfully and
falfely infinuated) found realon tp damge hu
Judgment os thcfe hcads. . ,

FINLS
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APPENDIX

CONCERNING

The FATE .of the ‘ANTIE‘N';'S*;

That, «Per quod, inevitabiles coggtauones

”

P ATE (fays. Apuleius), according to Plalo; is

« Dej atque incepta complentur;” wberely
tbe. purpofes and defigns of God are accomplifhed,
Hence, the Platonics confider’d ProviDENCE, un-
der a three-fold diftinction: 1. The Providentia
prima, oy that which gave birth to all effeéts; dnd
1s defin’d, by them, to be rs 7ol @ss vonais, the
Intenticn, or Will, of the Supreme Gob. 2. The
Providentia ﬁmmda, or actual agency of the fecon. -
dary ‘or inferior beings, who were {uppos’d to per-
vade the heavens, and, from thence, by their in-
fiuence, to regulate and difpofe of all fublunary
things; and, cfpccxa]ly, to prevent the extinction
of any one fpecics below. 3. The Providentia tertia,

. fuppos’d to be exerted by the Genii; whofe office
it was, to exercife a particular care over mankind :
to guard our perfons, and diref? our actions.

But the STOICAL view of Providence, or.”
Fate, was abundantly more {imple, and required no
fuch nicety of diftinction. Thefe philofophers
did, atonce, derive all the chain of caufes and effects,
from their true and undoubted Source, the WILL
of the ONE vrivinc axp TrRUE GOD. ' Hence, °
with thefe Sages, the ' wotds Detry, FatE, Pro-
VIDENCE, were frequently reciprocatedy -as terms

«.* Vide Lipsi1' Phyfiolog. Stoic. be‘ 1. Differt. xii, '

. 1 T fyno'-



[ 128 ]

funonymous, Thus Seweca, fpeaking of God,
¢ Will you call him Fate? You will call' him
¢ rightly: for all things are fufpended on him.
« Himfelfis caufa caufarum, the caufe of all caufes
¢ befide.”* The-laws of the univerfe are from
God; whence the fame philofopher, elfewhere,
obferves,  Omnia certa, & in ®rerndim di&i,
<« lege decurrere ; Al things go om, according to a
€< gertain rule, ot decree, ordain’d for éver :® mean-
ing the law of Fate. So Cicero: * All things
“ come to pafs, according fo. the fovereignty of
% the eternal law.” And Pindar, probably, had an
eye to this, where he fays, Nouov 72/low Basihea,
Svarwy e ), abavalwv, evar. Fhat The law ruleth
all, whether gods or mortals. Mauslius moft cer-
tainly had:

Sed nibil'in totd imagis eft mirabile mole, /

Quam Rati0, & certis quod LLEG\BUS omnia parent.
Where, by Ratio, is evidently meant, the decreeing
mind of God ; and, by Leges, is meant Fate, or that
feries of caufes and effects, which. is the oﬁ'spring
of his decree. '

Homer cannot begin his Jliad, without afferting
This grand truth :—A® & leherlo. Bexn.  The
¢ounfel or decree of Fupiter was fulfilld, TFhe di-
vine poet fets out upon this exalted principle: hé
puts it in the front of the nobleft poemr in the
world, as a. teftimony both of his wi/dom and his
faith, *Twas as if he had faid, « 1 fhall fing of num-
%« berlefs events, equally grand, entertaining, and
“ important: but  cannot begin to unfold them,
¢ without laying down THis, as a firft, funda-
t mental gxiom, That, tho' brought to pafs by the
«. jnftyumental.agency of men, they were the fruit
* of God’s determining Will, and of his all-dire&-
¢ ing Providence.” . o

Neither are thofe minuter events, which, feem-
ingly, are the refolt of ebance, excluded from l!hia
B * AW,
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Saw. -~ Even thefe da not happest, bitt tome-t0 pafs,
in a:regular order.of fucceffion, and at their due
period of time. . Caufa pendet ex caufa: ‘P!'id
¢¢ vata ac publica lorigus orda rerum trahit”y fays
SeNECA 3 ¢ Caufe proceeds from caufe: the
¢ long trein of things draws with it all events,
“¢ both publie and private.” Excellent is that of
&Pxocnz:; (A4, Flagell.) i .

Blo uev 2 3 ravle, o ra ol as,
- Qacnoiy’ av avlpwrsiot pnyavay Gess,
‘Ory 5 un rad® v v yvoun Piha,
Kav@ exeva seoylo® xdlo radt.
e, I am firmly of opinion, that all thefa -
<t things, and whatever elfc befal us, are in confe-.
¢ quence of the Divine pu;pofe: Whofo thinks
. otherwife, is at liberty to follow his own judge«
< ment; but.this will éver be mine”, ' i
“The Langus orda rerum, mention’d by Senzca,
1s what he clewhere ftiles, Coufarum implexa feries,
or g perpetual implication of caufes. This, accords
ing to LaErRTIUS, was call’d by the Stoics, airia ¥
orlwy-ergapesvn, 41 involv'd, or concatepate caufality of
whatever bas any exifténce : for, epu@ is a chain, or
implicate connellion. Agreeably to this idea, CHr v~
sippus gives the following definition' of Fate:,
‘Espagusvny evas, Quasxny cwflafv P ohawv, ¢ aidisy
T irepay Tots $Tepars ewaxohslsiloy, audlaGons i
amapabals sons 7 roadlne cuwmhonns. ¢ Fale 13
““ that natural, effablif’d order and conflitstion of
“ gl] things, from everlafling, wherehy they mutually
‘¢ follow upon each otker, in coufequence of an immuta~
‘¢ ble and perpetual complication.” R
Let us examine this celebrated definition of

-
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selligence, and defign ; FaTE is fometimes mentiotied
by them under the name of Aoy©, or Reafon. Thus
they define FaTe (Laert. in Zen.) eipapuesny, Noyow,
xab & 6 neou@ Jifaydlarr to be that fupreme
S Reafon, whereby the world is governed -and di-
‘¢ refled.”. or, more mmutcly, thus; Aoyov," xab* &
Ta pev yeyovdla yeyove, .Ta %) Yioueva 7¢ve3, L2
yunoopsva yevnast). That reafon, whereby 1be things
that bave been, were 5 the things that now are, - bave
a prefent extifience 5 and the things that are 1o be, fhall
be. Reafori, you fee, or Wifdem, in the De1Ty, isan
antecedent caufe, from whence both Provzdenae and
inferior Nature are denved *Tis addcd in Stobeus,
{ura)\aueme« 5 7 Aels, T ahnfeay, ¥ arriav, ¥
Quow, T T avalzpy. 1. e. that CHry<1PPUS fometimes
aries bis terms 3 and, inftead of the word reaﬁm,
- fubftitutes the words sruth, canfe, nature, neceffity :
intimating, that Fate is the true, natural, neceffary
<aufe of the things that are, and of the mannet in
which they are.—2. This FaTe is faid to be «&
aidss, from everlafiing. Nor improperly : fince the
conftitution of things, was fettled and fixed in the
Divine mind (where they had a fort of ideal ex-
iftence) previous to thetr actual creation: and,
therefore, confider’d as certamly future, #n bis de-
¢éree, may be faid to have been, in fome fenfe, co-
eterral with himfelf.—3. The immutable and per-
petual “complication, mention’d-in the definition,
means no more, than That reciprocal involution of
~ caufes and effeéts, from God downwards, by which
things and events, pofitis omnibus ponendis, are ne-
¢eflurily produc’d, accordmg to the plan which in-
finite wifdom defign’d from the beginning. Gop,
the Fis-Caufe, hath given Being and Adtivity ta
an immenfe number of fecondary, Tubaltern' caufes;
which ‘are. fo infeparably link’d and interwoven
with their refpe@ive effects (a conneion truly ad-
rmirable, and not to be comprehended by man in
his prcfent ftate), that thofe- things which do, in
e L 2 - . reahty,
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redlity, come to pafs neceffarily, and by inevitable
defiiny ; feem, . to the fuperficial obferver, to come
to pafs in the common courfe of nature, or. by vir-
) tue of human reafoning and freedom. This is that
t infcrutable method of Divine wifdom, “A qua

(fays St. Aufiin) *eft omnis modus, omnis fpecits,

 omnis ordo, menfura, numerus, pondus; & quif
, ¢ funt-femina formarum, formz feminum, motus
P ¢ feminum atque formarum.” coe
1 . .NECESSITY is the confequence of Fate. ~ So
i TrismeGIsTUS: MMavla 5 yilve?) Quoe ¥ ‘apaeuern,
i ag', 8L €51 ‘ron@ o Toovolas. - weoVGIAL ¥ STy
avlorehns Adf@ 78 ermpans Oss. - duo e 7ol
afloQuas dwapes, avalxn ¥ ‘apaguen. 1. €. Al
tbings are broughs about by Nature and by Fate : nei=

p ther is any place void of providence. Now, providente
" is. the [felf-perfelt reafon of the [uper-ceiefiial God :
. from which reafon of kis, iffue two native powers,
) Neceffity and Fate. Thus, in the judgment. of the"
1 wifer Heathens, effefts were to be -traced up to
; their producing caufes ; thofe producing caufes
¢ were to be farther trac’d up to the ftill bigher caufes;
] by which zbey were produced ; and thofe higher

. caufes, to Gop, the caufe of Tuem. Perfons,
§ things, circamflances, events, and confequences, are the
’ effets of NecessiTy : Neceflity is-the daughtér
of FaTe: Fate is the offspring of- God’s infinite
Wispom and Sovereign WiLr. Thus, all things
are “ultimately refolved. into their great Primary
t Caufe; 4y whom the chain was originally let down
from heaven, and .oz whom every link depends. -

- It muft be owned, that A/ the fatalifts of antiqui=
ty (particularly. among the Stoics) ‘did not “con=
ftantly exprefs-themfelves with due precifion. - A
p"\r;nﬁ:an wha 1c rév;nh‘ir tanecht he tha Ward and
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&, Bw. God bimfelf cannot poffibly avoid bis defi
?Hzxooor. 1.). or that of the poet Philemos: . *
| Avho Bacihewy aow, & Bacihas ey, o

‘0 @& avaluns. \

 Comman men are fervants to kings; kings are fer+
wants to the Geds ;- and God is a fervant to neosffty,
$o Seneca: * Eadem neceffitas & Deog alligat:
f¢ irrevocabilis Divina pariter atque humeana cur-
#¢ fus vehit. lle ipfe, omnium conditar ac re&or,
¢ fcripfit quidem Fata, fed fequitur. Semper pargt:¢
*¢ Semel juffit.” Tbe felf-fame neceffity kinds - the
Gods themfefves. - Al things, divine as well as buman,
‘&re carry’d forward by one identical and. everpowerivg
vapidity.  The [upreme Autbor and Govermar of tha
ansverfe bath, indeed, writtew and ordained the Fakatsy
but, baving once erdained them, ke ¢ver afier abeys thema
He commanded them at firf, for once s but bis conforsmiky

%0 them is perpetyal. This is, withoyt deybs, very

wreverently and very incautioufly. -expref{s’d.—
Whence it has been cammon with many chriftian
writers, to tax the Stoics with fetting up a Firfk
Caufe, fuperior to God himfelf,; and o8 which he

is dependent. - S A
". Put, I apprehend, thefe philofophers meant, in
peality, no-fuch thing. All they defign’d to incul-
cate, was, that tbe WiLL of God, end bis DxeR8ES,
ér¢ UNCHANGEABLE :- That there can be no. ¢fX2-
xation. ip the Divine INTeENTION 5 .nO #ew aF arife
.in his Miiyp; no reverfion of his eternal plog s Al)
being founded inadeorable SaverEieNTY 3 atdered
by infallible Wisnow ; ratified by OMNIPOTENCE ;
and cemented wigh Immutasisity.. Thus Lecewy
- Finxit in elernum caufas s qué cunia codreety -
Se quogne lege tenens. : ce
‘And this, nat thro’ any imbecillity in God, or.as if
- he 'was Jubjesl wo Fate, of which (on the contrary)
bimfelf ‘was the ordainer ; but becaufe it is bis plea-
Fire to abide by his own decree. For, as Seseca
obferves,

=N
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ebiferves,  “Jmminutio majeftatis fit, & conféMe
¢ erraris, mutanda feciffe. Necefio eft ei eadesd
¢ placere, cwi nifi optima placere pon pofiline ™
would detra® from the greatnefs of God, and liok.af
#f be acknowleddd bimfelf liable 1o miftakes, sods be ¥
make changeable decrees :  bis pleafare wup naseffarily
pe abways ihe fame ; feeing, thas ouly wbich it Beft,
ean, at any time,. pleafe aw all-porfefi being. A godd
mon (adds this philofopher) is uader a kind of pled-
fn;%]mﬁgxn do gosd y and, if be didnot do i, bt
sonld not be.a good man. . _ B
- % Magnum hoc argumentum eft firma volan<
“ tatis, - he mutare quidem pofle:” *7is aﬁﬁ%
proof of a wagnawimons will, 1o be abfolutely incapab

of changing. And fuch is the Will of God ¢ it nes
ver fluGtuates, nor varies. But, on the other hand,

was he fufcepeible of change; could he, thre’ dhe
intervention of any inferior: caufe, or by fome un
woward combinasion of external circumftances, be
dnduc’d to resede from his purpefe, and eker his.
plan ; “would be a moft incomteftible mark of
wenkmafs and. dependence : - the force of which drgus
ment made SewEca, tho’ a heathen, cry out;
t Non exterma Deos cogunt ;. fed fua ils in Je-
¢« gem xterna voluntas eR:” Omtward things canmod
compel the Gods 5 but their own eternal will is a law

#o themfelves. It may be objected, that this feems

to infer, as if the Deity was ftill under fome kind

‘of refraint. By me means. -Les Semeca obviate
_ this cavil ; as he effetually does, in thefe admj-
‘rable words: ¢ Nec Deus ab hoc minds liber aut

<« potens eft; IPSE Enim EsT NECESSITAS

s« SUA :” God is net, bereby, eikber lefs free, or lefs

powerful ; vror HEe Himsery 1s His own Ne-
‘CESSITY. : -
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d; Ina fcn{e worthy of the* A abléy

d Ma.}efcy.«-——”ln thud. interpreting the’ -
dofrine of Fate, as!taught by ithe genuine jphilo2 .

phers of tbe Portico, - 1 have the great St. dufin on
my fides who, -after canvaffing, and juftly rejet«
iug; the bsi’eard, or dfirolagical Fate ; thus.goesonx

‘¢ Atqui omnium conne¢tionem feriemque canfa: -

% rum, qui fit omne quod fit, Fati nomine appel

« Jant; non multum qum eis; de verbi contrpvers

¢ {i3, eerrandum.arque laborandum eft: " quanded

< quidem ipfum caufarum ordinem, & quandam: -

< conneéhoncm 'suymm1 -DE1x - tribuunt voLuN-
e raTr’l s ie: But-for thofe philofopbers [meaning
the Stoics] wbho, by the word Fate, mean That re-

gular chain, and [eries of caufes, to wbich, all .things

that. tome.;to pafs,. .ome tbeir immediate exiftence ; -awe
will not eapneftly .coutepd with, thefe perfons, almw 4
snre -serm: . and, -we .the rather: acquigfee .in -

manper of exprqﬂ on, becaufe they. mrqful{y aferibe. ﬂu
Jixt fuccelfion of things, andihis mutual concatenaiion.of
coufes and effedis, to the WILL,. of the: SUPREME
GOD.. Ayflin-adds. many -obfervations, -of -the

fame import ; .and. proves; from. Seneca himfelf, as .

rigid a.8%ic as afiy,-that this was the dotrine 4nd
thc‘ mcamng of hlS Bhﬁofophm Bretrhten S
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