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PS A L M CXV . 1.

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,

but unto thy Name, give Glory ;

for thy Mercy, and for thy Iruth's

Sake .

Pſalm was pen 'd by the Prophet Daniel; on

Occaſion of the miraculous Deliverance of

Shadrac, Meſhac, and Abednego, when they came

out, Unhurt, from the burning fiery Furnace, into

'which they had been thrown by the Command of

King Nebuchadnezzar,

And, indeed , there are not wanting Paſſages, in

the Pſalm itſelf, which ſeem to countenance this

Conjecture. As where we read, at the 4th Verſe

(ſpeaking of the Idols of the Heathens, and, par

haps, with particular Reference to that golden

Image which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be

A 2 wor
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worſhip’d ), their Idols are Silver and Gold, the Work

of Mens Hands : they have Mouths, but they Speak not;

Eyeshave the , but they ſee not.

I dare ſay, that, in ſuch an Auditory as this, a

Number of ARMINIANS are preſent. I fear, that

all our public Aſſemblys have too many of 'em .

Perhaps, however , even theſe People, Idolaters as

they are, may be apt to blame, and, indeed , with

Juſtice, the Abſurdity of Thoſe who worſhip Idols

of Silver and Gold, the work of Mens Hands. But

let me aſk : If it be fo very abſurd, to worſhip the

Work of OTHER Mens Hands ; what muft it be, to

worſhip theWorksof Our Own Hands ? Perhaps, you

may ſay, “ God forbid that I ſhould do ſo.” Ne

verthelefs, let me tell you , that Truſt, Confidence,

Reliance, and Dependence, for Salvation ; are , all,

Aas, and very ſolemn ones too, of divine Worſhip :

and upon whatſoever you DEPEND, whether in whole,

or in part, for your Acceptance with God, and for

upon, and Trust in , for the Attainment of Grace

or Glory ; if it be any Thing ſhort ofGod in Chrift,

you are an IDOLATER , to all Intents and Purpo!es.

Very different is the Idea,which Scripture gives us,

of the ever-bleſſed God, from that of thoſe falſe gods

worſhip 'd by the Heathens ; and from that degrad

ing Repreſentation of the true God, which Armi.

nianiſm would palm upon Mankind. OurGod (ſays

this Pfalm , Verfe the 3d ) is in the Heavens : be bath

done
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donewhatſoever be pleaſed . This is not the * Armia

nian Idea ofGod : for our Free-willers and our

CHANCE

* I was lately introduced to the Acquaintance of a very learned

and ſenſible Arminian, whoſe Political Writings, and whoſe

Social Virtues, entitle him to no ſmall Share of public and

domeſtic Eſteem . This worthy Gentleman has Sagacity , to per

ceive ; and Integrity , to acknowledge ; the prodigious Lengths,

to which the Free-will Scheme, if carryed as far as it naturally

leads, muft inevitably puſh it's Votarys. He ſees it's Confe

quences, clearly ; he ſwallows them , without Difficulty ; and

he avows them , very honeſtly ,

“ God does all He poſſibly can " (theſe were the Gentleman 's

own Words, to me, in Converſation ) “ God does all He
POSSIBLY CAN , to hinder moral and natural Evil ; but He

“ cannot prevail. Men will not permit God to have his With ." .

Tben , ſaid I , the Deity mnit certainly be a very UNHAPPY

Being. -- " Not unhappy in the least,” reply 'd the ready Phi.

loſopher : “ God knows, that, in conſequence of the Free

“ WILL with which He has endu' d His rational Creatures, He

“ Himſelf muſt be diſappointed of His Wilhes, and defeated

“ of His Ends, and that there's no Help for it, unleſs He had

“ made usmere Machines. He, therefore, SUBMITS to Nes

“ celty ; and does not make himſelf uneaſy about it.”

See, on what tremendous Shoals, Free-willers, when honeſt,

run themſelves aground ! Is their god the Bible-God ? certain

ly not. Their god “ fubmits ” to Difficultys which he “ cannet

" help " himself out of, and endeavors to make himſelf " cali "

under Millions and Millions of inextricable Embarraſſments,

uncomfortable Diſappointments, and mortifying Defeats .

Whereas, concerning the GOD of the Bible , it is affirmed ,

that He baih DONE, and will always continue to do, whatſoever
He PLEASETH .

Obferve, Reader, the Piety, and the Conjiſtency, of the Frec.
will Scheme. This ſaid Scheme aſcends, on the Ladder of

Blafphemy, to the Mountain - Top of Atheiſm : and then hurls

itſelf from that Præcipice, into the Gulph of blind, adaman

tin Neceflity, in order to proveMankind Free-agents !

MyInterview , with the Philoſopher abovementioned (whom ,

. by the Way, Imoſt heartily acquit of all intentionel Atheiſm , or

even Diſreſpect to the Supreme Being ), was leaton'd with ſo

many curious and uncommon Circumilances of free Debate ;

that my reſpectable and invaluable Friend , the Reverend Mr.

R ;lund,
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CHANCE-MONGERS tell us, that God does not do

whatſoever he pleales ; that there are a great Number

of Things, which God wishes to do, and tugs and

STRIVES to do, and yet CANNOT bring 10 pafo : they

tell us, as one ingeniouſly expreſſes its

That all Mankind be fain wou 'd fave;

“ But longs for what he cannot have.

- Induſtrious, thus, to ſound abroad ,

" A diſappointed , cbanging God.”

How does this comport with that majeſtic de

ſcription, Our God is in the Heavens ! He fits upon

the Throne, weighing out, and diſpenſing, the Fates

ofMen ; holding all Events in his own Hand ; and

guiding every Link of every Chain of ſecond Cauſes,

from the Beginning to the End of Time. OurGod

is in Heaven , poffefs' d of all Power ; and (which is

the naturalConſequenceof That) be bath donewhat

ſoever he pleaſed : or, as the Apofle expreſſes it,

(the Words are different, butthe Senſe is the ſame)

he t workeib All Things after the Counſel of his own

Will.

Therefore it is, that we both labor, and ſuffer

Reproach : even becauſe we ſay (and the utmoſt

Riland, fenior, of Northampton (who was preſent the whole

Time), acknowledged, after we had taker our Leave of the

worthy Gentleman , that the ſaid philofophic Politician is a

very bondit, and , conſequently , a very unijual, Phänomenon.

Eph. i. 11.

we
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we can ſay upon the Subject, amounts to no more

than this ; to wit, that) our God is in Heaven, and

bas done whatſoever pleaſed him . And do according

to his own ſovereign Pleaſure he will, to the end of

the Chapter ; tho' all the Arminians upon Earth

were to endeavor to defeat the divine Intention , and

to clog theWheels of divine Government. He, that

fits in Heaven , I laughs them to fcorn : and brings

his own Purpoſes to paſs, ſometimes, even through

he Means of thoſe very Incidents, which evil Men

endeavor to throw in his Way , with a mad View to

diſappoint him of his purpoſes. All things, faith

the Plalmiſt ſerve Thee * : they have, all, a direct

Tendency, either effectively or permiſſively, to carry

on his unalterable Deſigns of Providence and Grace.

Obſerve : effectively , or permiſſively. For we never

ſay, nor mean to ſay, thatGod is the Worker of

Evil : We only maintain , that, for Realons un .

known to us, but well known to God , he is the

efficacious Permittor (not the $ Agent, but the Per

mittor ) of whatſoever comes to paſs. But when we

talk of Good, we then enlarge the Term ; and affirm ,

L
I

| Pſalm ii. 4 . * Pſalm cxix. 91. Liturgy Verſion.

$ To ſay , that the Doctrine of Prædeftination makes God

the Author and Actuator of Sin , is one of the moſt daring, (and

at the ſame Time) moſt irrational Cavils, that ever dithonor' d

Arminianiſm itſelf. The State of the Matter ſtands thus. -

Since the Fall of Adam and his Sons (an Event, the divine

Motives to the Permiſſion of which , we are not entitled to know ) ,

God need only leave Men to themſelves, by witholding the Re

Atraints of Grace and Providence ; and Men 's corrupt Free .

agency will, OF ITSELF, carry them , headlong, into all Evil.

with
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with the Pfalmift, that all the Help [i. e. all the good ]

that is done upon Earth, God does it himſelf * .

I remember a ſaying of the greatMonſieur Du

Moulin , in his admirable Book, entitled , Anatome

· Arminiariſmi. His Obfervation is, that The Wicked,

no leſs than the Eleft, accompliſh theWife and Holy and

Just Decrees ofGod : but, ſays he, with this Differ

ence ; God' s own People, after they are converted , en

deavor to do his Will from a Principle of Love :

whereas they who are left to the Perverſeneſs of their

own Hearts (which is all the Reprobation we contend

for), who care not for God, nor is God in all their

Thoughts ; theſe Perſons rejemble Men rowing in a Boat,

who make toward the very Place, on which they turn

their Backs g . They turn their Backs on the De

cree ofGod ; and yetmake to that very Point, with

out knowing it.

One great Conteſt, between the Religion of Armi

nius, and the Religion of Jesus Christ, is, Who

ſhall ſtand entitled to the Praiſe and Glory of a Sin .

ner's Salvation ? Converſion decides this Point at

• Pfalm lxxiv. 13.

$ The ſame great Reaſoner obſerves, that “ God over-rules

“ even the Folly's of Mankind , to the Purpoſes of His own in

“ finite WISDOM ; and makes Uſe of wicked Men themſelves,

" to execute His own RIGHTEOUS Views : just as a Perſon may

“ draw a ſtrait Line, or give a right Blow , with a crooked Stick ."

- Illi ipſi, qui refiflunt Mandato Dei, jerviunt ejus Providen .

tiæ : et, remigum inftar , cò tendunt, quò obvertunt Terga. Deus,

per Infipientium Hominum , perficit Confilia Suæ Sapientiæ . Utitur

bominibus injufiis, ad excercendam fuam Juftitiam . Non fecus, ac

Si quis, obtorto Borculo , reétum litum infiigat.

MOLINAI Anat. Arm . cap. 3 . P . 17. - Edit. Ludg. 1619.

once :
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once : for I think, that, without any Imputation of

Uncharitableneſs, I may venture to ſay , that every

truly awakened Perſon , at leaſt when he is under

the Shine ofGod's Countenance upon his Soul, will

fall down upon his Knees, with this Hymn of Praiſe

aſcending from his Heart, Not unto me, O Lord, not

unto me, but to Thy Name, give the Glory : I am

ſaved , not for myRighteouſneſs, but for Thy Mercy

and The Truth 's Sake.

And this holds true even as to the bleſſings of the

Life chat now is . It is God that ſets up one, and puts

down another *. Victory, for Inſtance , when con

tending Princes wage War, is all ofGod . The Race

is not to the ſwift, as ſwift ; nor the Battle to the

strong, as ſuch I . It is the Decree , the Will, the

Power, the Providence of God, which effectually,

though ſometimes inviſibly , order and diſpoſe of

every Event.

At the famous Battle of Azincourt, in France,

where, if I miſtake not, 80 ,000 French were to

tally deſeated by about 9 ,000 Engliſh , under the

Command of our immortal King Henry V ; aiter

the great Buſineſs of the Day was over , and God

had given that renowned Prince the Victory, he or

dered the foregoing Pfalm (that is, the 114th ), and

Part of this Pſalm from whence I have read you the

Paſſage now under Conſideration, to be ſung in the

Field of Battle : by way of acknowledging, that all

* Pfalm lxxv. 7 . Eccles, ix . 11.

B Succeſs,
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Succeſs, and all Bleſſings, of what Kind foever,

comedown from the Father of Lights. Some of our

Hiſtorians acquaint us, that, when the triumphant

Engliſh came to thoſe words which I have taken

for my Text, the whole victorious Army fell down

upon their Knees, as oneMan , in the Field of Con

queſt ; and ſhouted, with one Heart, and with one

Voice, Not unto US, O LORD , NOT UNTO US,

BUT TO THY NAME, ciVE THE GLORY, FOR THY

MERCY AND FOR THY Truth 's Sake.

when God has accompliſhed

the Number of his Elect, and completely gather'd in

the Fulneſs ofhis redeemed Kingdom . What, do you

think , your Song will be, when you come to Hea

ven ? Bleſſed be God, that he gave me free Will; and

blefled bemy own dear felf, that I made a good Uſe of

it ? O no, no. Such a Song as that was never heard

in Heaven yet, nor ever will, while God is God and

Heaven is Heaven . Look into the Book of Reve

lation, and there you will find the Employ of the

Bleſſed, and the Strains in which they fing. They

caſt their Crowns before the I brone, ſaying, Thou art

worthy, for Thou waſt Nain, and baſt redeemed usto

God, by thy Blood, out of every Kindred and Tongue

and People and Nation ||. There is diſcriminating

Grace for you ! Thou baſt redeemed us OUT OF every

Kindred, & c. that is, from * among the reſt of Man

Il Rev . iv . 10. - Rev . xiv. 4 .

kind,
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kind. Is not this particular Election, and limited

Redemption ?

The church below .may be liable to err : and if

any viſible Church upon earth pretends to be infalli

ble , the very pretention itſelf demonſtrates that ſhe

is not ſo . But there is a Church , which I will ven

ture to pronounce INFALLIBLE. And what Church

is that? The Church of the Glorified , who ſhine as

Stars at God 's right Hand . And, upon the infalli

ble Teſtimony of that infallible Church ; a Teſtimo

ny , recorded in the infallible Pages of Inſpiration ; I

will venture to affert, that not one GRAIN of Ar

MINIANISM ever attended a Saint into Heaven . If

thoſe ofGod's People, who are in the Bonds of that

Iniquity , are not explicitly converted from it, while

they live and converſe among men ; yet do they

leave it all behind them , in Jordan (i. e . in the

River of Death ) when they go through. They

may be compared to Paul, when he went from

Jeruſalem to Damaſcus, and the Grace ofGod ftruck

him down : he fell, a FREE-WILLER ; but he roſe, a

FREE-GRACER . So, however the Ruſt of ſelf-righ

teous Pride (and a curſed Ruſt it is : may God's

Spirit file it off from all our Souls !) however that

Ruſtmay adhere to us at preſent; yet, when we

come to ſtand before the Throne and before the

Lamb, it will be all done away, and we ſhall ſing,

in one, full, everlaſting Chorus, with Elect Angels

and Elect Men , Not unto us, O Lord, not unto usa.

B 2 And
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Ce

And why ſhould not we fing that Song now ?

Why ſhould not we endeavor, under the Influence

of the Spirit, to anticipate the Language of the

Skys, and be as heavenly as we can , before we get

to Heaven ? Why ſhould we contemn that Sung,upon

Earth ; which we hope forever to ſing , before the

throne ofGod above? It is, to me, really aſtoniſhing,

that Proteſtants, and Church -of-England Men, con

fidered merely as rational Creatures, and as People

of common Senſe,who profeſs to be acquainted with

the Scriptures, and to acknowledge the Power of

God , ſhould have any Objection to ſinging this Song ,

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name,

giveGlory, for thy Mercy and for thy Truth's Sake.

Still more wonderful and deplorable it is, that

ſome, who even make Profeſſion of ſpiritual Reli

gion, and talk of an inward Work of God upon

their Hearts ; ſhould ſo far loſe Sight of Hu.

mility and of Truth , as to dream , either that their

leaſt that their own Arin was able to bave HINDERED

bim from ſaving them . What can reflect deeper

Diſhonor upon God, than ſuich an Idea ? And

what can have a directer Tendency to engender and

to nouriſh that Pride of Heart which deceiveth Men ?

It pleaſed God to deliver me from the Arminian

Snare, before I was quite eighteen. Antecedently

to that Period , there was not (with the laweſt Self

abaſement
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abaſement I confeſs it) a more haughty and violent

Free-willer , within the Compaſs of the four Seas,

One Inſtance , ofmy warm and bitter Zeal, occurs

juſt now to any Memory . About a Twelvemonth

before the divine Goodneſs gave me Eyes to diſcern ,

and an Heart to embrace, the Truth ; I was ha

ranguing, one Day, in Company (for Ideemed my

ſelf able to cope with all the Prædeſtinarians in the

World ), on the Univerſality of Grace, and the Pow

ers of human Free- Agency. A good old Gentleinan

(now with God ) roſe from his Chair, and, coming

to mine, held meby one ofmy Coat-Buttons, while

he mildly addreſſed me to this Effect : Mydear Sir,

tbere are ſome Marks of Spirituality in your Converſa

tion ; though tinged with anunhappy Mixture of Pride

and Self -Righteouſneſs. You havebeen ſpeaking , largely ,

in Favor of Free-will: but, from Arguments, let us

come to Experience. Do let me aſk You one Queſtion .

How was it wiib You , when the Lord laid bold on

you , in effectualCalling ? Had you any Hand in obtain

ing that Grace ? nay,would you not have refifted and

baffled it, if God's Spirit had left you in the Hand of

your own Counſel ?

I felt the Concluſiveneſs of theſe ſimple, but for

cible Interrogations, more ſtrongly than I was then

willing tº acknowledge. But, bleſſed be God , I

have ſince been enabled to acknowledge the Free .

neſs and Omnipotence of His Grace, Tines without

Number ; and to ſing (what, I truſt, will be my

ever.
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everlaſting Song when Time ſhall be nomore ), Not

unto me, O Lord, not unto me, but unto tby Name,

give all the Glory.

We never know ſo much of Heaven in our own

Souls, nor ſtand ſo high upon the Mount of Coni

munion with God ; as when his Spirit, breathing on

our Hearts, makes us lie low at the Footſtool of

ſovereign Grace, and inſpires us with this Cry , o

God , be inine the comfort of Salvation , but Thine'be the

entire Praiſe of it.

Let us briefly apply the Rule and Compaſs of

God's Word , to the ſeveral Parts, of which Salva

tion is compoſed ; and we ſhall ſoon perceive, that

the whole Building is made up of Grace, and of

Grace ALONE. Do you aſk , in what.Senſe I here

take the Word Grace ? I mean , by that important

Term , The voluntary, ſovereign, and gratuitous Boun.

ty of God ; quite unconditionated by, and quite irre

Spective of, all and every Shadow of buman Wortbi

neſs, whether antecedanecus, concomitant, or ſubſequent.

This is, præciſely , the Scriptural Idea of Grace :

to-wit, that It [i. e. Salvation in all it's Branches]

is not of him that willeth , nor of him that runnetb ;

but of God, who bewetb Mercy * . And thus it is;

that Grace reigneth , unto the Eternal Life of Sinners,

through the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt our Lordt.

1 . In canvaſſing this momentous Truth , let us

begin where God Himfelf began : namely, with

• Rom . ix. 16. ' t Rom . v. 21.

Elec
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ECTIONElection. To whom are we indebted, for that

firſt of all ſpiritual Bleſſings ? Pride ſays, To me.

Self-RighTEOUSNESS ſays, To me. Man's uncon

VERTED Will ſays, To me. But FAITH joins

with God's Word in ſaying, Not unto Us, O Lord,

not unto Us, but to thy Name, be the whole Glory of

thy Electing Love aſcribed : Thou didſt not chuſe

us, on Suppoſition of our firſt chuſing Thee; but,

through the victorious Operation of thy mighty

Spirit, we chuſe Thee for our Portion and our

God, in conſequence of Thy having firſt and freely

choſen us to be thy People.

Hear the Teſtimony of that Apoſtle , who receiv

ed the Finiſhings of his ſpiritual Education in the

Third Heavens. There is a Remnant, ſays he, ac

cording to the Election of Grace. And, if by Grace,

tben is it no more of Works : otherwiſe, Grace is no more

Grace. But if it [i. e. if Election ] be of Works,

tben is it nomore Grace : otherwiſe, Work is nomore

Work*. Let us ſift this Reaſoning ; and we ſhall

find it invincible.

There is “ a Remnant ” , i. e. ſome of fallen

Mankind , who ſhall be everlaſtingly ſaved through

Chriſt. This Remnant is “ according to Eleftion " :

God's own Will and Choice are the determinate

Rule , by which the ſaved Remnant is meaſured

and number'd . This Election is an Election of

Grace ” , or a free, ſovereign, and unmerited

* Rom . xi. 5, 6 ,

Act
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Act of God. The Apoſtle would not leaveout the

Word Grace, leſt People ſhould imagine that God

elected them on Account of ſomething He ſaw in

them above others. - " Well, but ” (may ſome

fay) “ admitting Election to be by Grace, might

" not our foreſeen good Works have a little Hand

“ in the Matter ? might not God have ſome ſmall

« Regard to our future good Behavior ? " No,

anſwers the Apoſtle : none at all. If Election be

by “ Grace, " i. e . of mere Mercy, and fovereign

Love ; then it is no more of « Works” , whether

directly or indirectly , in whole or in part ; “ others

wiſe, Grace is no more Grace ” : Could any Thing

human, though ever ſo little , be mixed with Grace,

as a Motive with God for ſhewing Favor to Peter

(for Inſtance) above Judas ; Grace would all evapo

rate , and be annihilated, from that Moment. For, as .

Auſtin obſerves, Gratia non eſt gratia , niſl fit omninò

gratuita : Grace ceaſes to be Grace, unleſs it be to

tally and abſolutely irreſpective of any Thing and of

every Thing, whether good or bad, in the Objects

of it. So that, as the Apoſtle adds, was it poſſible

for Election to be “ of Works” , then would it be

" no more" an Act of “ Grace" ; but a Payment,

inſtead of a Gift ; " otherwiſe, Work were nomore

Work. ” On one Hand , “ Work ” ceaſes to be

conſidered as influential on Election , if Election is

the Daughter of " Grace " ; and, on the other

Hand , “ Grace” has nothing at all to do in Elec.

tion ,
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tion, if “ Works ” have any Concern in it. Grace,

and Conditionality, are two incompatible Oppoſites :

the one totally deſtroys the other ; and they can no

more ſubſiſt together, than two Particles of Matter

can occupy the ſame individual Portion of Space at

the ſamePoint of Time

Which, therefore, of theſe contrary Songs, do

You ſing ? (for all the Art and Labor ofMankind,

united , can never throw the two Songs into one).

Are You for burning Incenſe to yourſelves, ſaying,

Our Righteouſneſs, and the Might of our own Arm ,

bave gotten us this fpiritual Wealth ? - Or, with the

Angels and Saints in Light, do You lay down your

brighteſt Honors at the Footſtool of God's Throne?

with Not unto Us, O Lord, Not unto Us, but to thy

Name give Glory, for tby loving Mercy, and for thy

Truth's Sake.

Certainly , Election is the Act, not of Man , but

ofGod : founded , merely, upon the Sovereign and

Gracious Pleaſure of his own Will. It is not of

Works, left any Man ſhould boaſt ; but ſolely of

HIM , who has ſaid , I will be merciful to whom I

will be merciful, and I will have Compaſion on whom

I will have Compaſſion. God merits of us, not we

of Him : and it was His Free-will, not our's, which

drew the impaffable Line between the Elect and the

Prætermitted. ::

2 . God's Covenant Love to us in Chriſt is

another Stream , flowing from the Fountain of un

mingled
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mingled Grace. And here, as in the præceding

Inſtance, every truly awakened Perſon diſclaims all

Title to Praiſe ; ſhoves it away from himſelf, with

both Hands ; and not only with his Hands, bur

with his Heart allo ;;while his Lips acknowledge,

Not unto us, O thou Divine and Co-æternal Three,

Not unto us, but to Tby Name, give Glory !

How is it poſſible, that either God's Purpoſes, or

that his Covenant concerning us, can be, in any re

Spect whatever, ſuſpended on the Will or the Works

ofMen ; ſeeing, both his purpoſes and his Cove,

nant were framed, and fixed, and agreed upon, hy

the Perſons in the Trinity , not only before Men ex

iſted , butbefore Angels themſelves were created, or

Time itſelf was born ? Allwas vaſt Eternity , when

Grace was fæderally given us in Cbrist e'er theWorld

begen * : Well therefore might the Apoſtle, in the

veny Text where he makes the above Affertion, ob

ſerye, that the Holy Calling ,with which God effectually

converts and fanctify.s his People, in Time ; is be

ftowed upon us, not according to our Works, but accord

11.8.to God 's own free Purpose and eternal Deſtination .

Repentance and Faith , new Obedience and Per

leverance, are notConditions of Intereſt in the Cove

nant of Grace ( for then it would be a Covenant of

Works) ; but Conſequences, and Tokens, of Covenant

Intereſt. For , the Children being not yet born, neither

* II Tim . i. g. . .

having
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baving done any good or evil; that the Purpoſe ofGod,

according to Elestion (which is the Standard of Cove

nant-Mercy) might remain g unſhaker, if was ſaid

unto her, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger ; as it is writ

ten , Jacob have I loved , but Eſau have I hated * . Now ,

whether you conſider this Paſſage as referring to the

Posterity of Jacob and Eſau, or to Jacob and Eſau

themſelves, or(which is evidently the Apoſtle'sMean

ing ) as referring to both ; the Argument will ftillcome

to the ſame Point at laft : namely , that the Divine

Counſels and Determinations, in whatever View you

take them , are abſolutely irreſpective of Works, be

cauſeGod's immanent Decrees and Covenant- Tranſ

actions took place , before the Objects ofthem had

done eitherGood or Evil. Ofcourſe, all the Good,

that is wrought in Men , comes from God , as the

gracious Effect, not as the Caufe, of his Favor;

and all the Evil, which God permits ( ſuch are His

Wiſdom and His Power !), is ſubfervient to proinote,

inftead of interfering to obſtruct, the Accompliſh

ment of His moſt holy Wil . — Imention God's Per .

miſſion ofEvil, only incidentally in this Place : for,

properly, it belongs to another Argument. My

preſent Buſineſs is, to ſhew , that theGood , and the

Graces, which God works (not permiſſively, buteffec

tively ) in the Hearts of his Covenant People, are the

Fruit, not the Root, of the Love he bears to them .

fern. . * Rom . ix. 11, 12, 13. .

C 2 - 3 . To



( 20 )

MEN DEMPTIO

3. To whom are we indebted, for the ATONE

Ment of Chriſt, and for Redemption through His

Blood , even the FORGIVENESS of Sins ? Here like

wiſe, Not unio us, O Lord, not unto us ! It wasGod,

who found a Ransom t. It was God, who provided

his own Juſtice with a Lamb for a Burnt-offering.

It was God, who accepted the Atonement at our

Surety's Hand , inſtead of our's. It was God , who

freely imparts the Bleſſings of that completely finiſhed

Redemption ; to the Comfort, and everlaſting Reſto- .

ration , of all thoſe who are enabled to truſt and to

glory in the Croſs of Chriſt. Againſt ſuch Perſons,

Divine Juſtice hasnothingto alledge: And, on them ,

it has no Penalty to inflict. The Sword of Ven

geance,having been already ſheathed in thefinleſsHu

man Nature of Jehovah's Equal* ; becomes, to them

that believe , a Curtana, a Sword ofMercy, a Sword

without a Point. Thanks to the reconciling Mercy

ofGod the Father, and to the bleeding Grace of our

Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! Human Free-will and Merit

had nothing to do in theMatter, from firſt to laſt.

4 . As Pardon exempts us from Puniſhment, ſo

JUSTIFICATION (i. e. God's Acceptance ofus as per

fect Fullfillers of the whole Law ) entitles us to the

Kingdom of Heaven. The former isGod'sTapsois il,

or pelning ly of our Tranſgreſſions, ſo as not to take

Notice of ’em ; and God 'sapeois I , or letting us go fi

+ Job xxxiii. 24 . * Zech , xiii. 7 . ll Rom . iii. 2 ;.

Matth . xxvi. 28.

nally
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nally unpuniſhed . But JUSTIFICATION (which is

the inſeparable Concomitant of Forgiveneſs) is not

merely negative, but carrys in it more of Poſitivity,

and exalts us to an higher State of Felicity, than

mere Pardon (was it poſſible to be confer'd without

Juftification ) would do . It is God 's dixawors, or pro

nouncing of us poſitively and actually juſt : not only

innocent, but righteous alſo . St. Bernard , ſomewhere ,

preſerves this obvious and juſt Diſtinction . His

Words, I remember, are, that God is tàm validus

ad Juſtificandım , quàm multus ad ignofcendum : “ No

“ leſs mighty to juſtify, than rich in Mercy to

“ forgive."

Now , the great Enquiry is, whether God be in

deed entitled to the whole Praiſe of this unſpeak

able Gift ? Whether we ſhould , as juſtify’d Perſons,

ſing to the Praiſe and Glory of ourſelves ; or, to the

Praiſe and Glory of God alone ?

The Bible will determine this Queſtion, in a Mo

ment : and ſhew us, that Father, Son, and Spirit,

are the ſole Authors ; and, conſequently , ſhould

receive the entire Glory ; of our juſtification.

It is God [the Father ] who juſtifyeth * : i. e. who

accepts of us unto eternal Life ; and that freely, by

bis Grace t , through the Redemption which is in

Chriſt, and through the imputation of Chriſt's Righ

teouſneſs, without Works I : i. e. without being

Vou don
C !

. Rom . viii. 33. + Rom . ii, 24. Rom . iv . 6 .

moved
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moved to it by any Conſideration of the good Works,

and without being reſtrain 'd from it by any Conſi

deration of the evil Works, wrought by the Perſon

or Perſons to whom Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is imput

ed, and who are pronounced JUST in conſequence

of that imputed Righteouſneſs.

Juſtification is alſo the Act of God the Son , in

concurrence with his father. St. Paul expreſsly

declares, that he ſought to be juſtifyed by CHRIST S.

The ſecond Perſon in the Divinity joins, as ſuch,

in accepting of His People, through that transferred

Merit, which , as Man, He wrought for this very

End. Now , letme aſk you, did you afif Chriſt in

paying the Price of your Redemption, and in ac

compliſhing a Series of perfect Obedience for your

Juſtification ? If you did , you are entitled to a pro

portionable Part of the Praiſe. But, if Chriſt both

obeyed, and dyed, and roſe again , without your

Afiſtance ; it invincibly follows, that you have no

Manner of Claim to the leaſt Particle of that Praiſe .

which reſults from the Benefits acquired and ſecured

by His Obedience, Death , and Reſurrection. The

Benefits themſelves are all your own, if He give you

Faith to embrace them : but the Honor, the Glory,

and the Thanks, you cannot arrogate to yourſelf ,

- without the utmoſt Impiety and Sacrilege.

God the Holy Ghoſt unites in juſtifying the Red

deemed of the Lord . We are, declaratively and

Gal. ii. 17.

eviden
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evidentially, juſtifyed by the Spirit of our God * :

whole condeſcending and endearing Office it is, to

reveal a broken Savior in the broken Heart of a ſelf

empty'd Sinner, and to ſhed abroad the juſtifying

Love of God in thehuman Souls. Herein , the ado

rable Spirit neither needs, nor receives, any Afift

ance from the Sinners He viſits. His gracious In .

fluence is ſovereign, free, and independent. We

can no more command, or prohibit, His Agency ;

than we can command, or forbid , the Shining of the

Sun.

The Concluſion , from the whole, is : that not

our Goodneſs, but God's Mercy ; not our Obedience,

but Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; not our Towardlineſs, but

the Holy Spirit's Beneficence ; are to be thank’d , for

- the whole of our Juftification .

And 'tis no eaſy Leffon , to ſay, from the Heart,

Not unto us, O Lord , not unto us ! Self-righteouſneſs

cleaves to us, as naturally , and as cloſely , as our

Skins : nor can any Power, but that of an Almighty

Hand , Aay us of ic. I remember an Inſtance, full

to the Point; and which I give, on the Authority of

a Clergyman , now living, and eminent, abovemany,

for his Labors and Uſefulneſs. This worthy Per

ſon aſſured me, a Year or two ſince , that he once

viſited a Criminal, who was under Sentence of

Death , for a capital Offence (I think , forMurther )

My Friend endeavor'd to ſet before him the Evil.le

* I Cor. vi. 11, § Rom . V . 5 .

had
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се. con

had done , and to convince him , that he was loſt

and ruined , unleſs Chriſt ſaved him by His Blood,

Righteouſneſs, and Grace. “ I am not much con

“ cerned about that,” anſwered the ſelf- righteous

Malefactor : “ I have not, to be ſure, led ſo good a

“ Life, as fome bave ; but I am certain , that many

“ have gone to Tyburn, who were much worje Men

" than myſelf.” So, you ſee, a Murderer may go

to the Gallows, truſting in his own Righteouſneſs !

And you and I ſhould have gone to Hell, truſting

in our own Righteouſneſs ; if Chriſt had not ſtopt

us by the Way.

I dare believe, that the abovemention'd Criminal,

had the Subject been ſtarted , would alſo have va

lued himſelf upon his Free- Agency. Free -Agency,

'tis true, he had : and he was left to the Power of

it, and ruined himſelf accordingly . FREE-WILL

has carry' d many a Man to Tyburn , and (' tis to be

feared ) from Tyburn to Hell : but it never yet

carry'd a ſingle Soul to Holineſs and Heaven. Ob

Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; Free-will can do

That for us : but in Me, ſays God, is thy Help t .

His Free -Grace muſt be our Refuge and our Shelter

from our own Free-will : or it were good for the

beſt of us that we had never been born s.

In

+ Hoſea xiii. 9 .

5 . I have heard , or read, concerning that excellent Dignitary

of the Church of England, Mr. John Bradford (who was alſo

burtsd for adhering to her Doctrines) , that, one Day, on ſeeing

a Makactor país to Execution , he laid bis Hand to his Breaft,

and
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In one Word ; all the Glory of our Pardon and

Juftification belongs to the TRINITY, and not to

Man. ' Tis one ofGod 's Crown-Jewels, unalienable

from Himſelf ; and which He will never reſign to ,

nor ſhare with , any other Being. It is impoſſible,

in the very Nature of Things, that He ever ſhould :

for, how can any of depraved Mankind be juſtifyed

by Works (and without being ſo juſtifyed , we can

come in for no Partof the Praiſe); how, I ſay,can any

of us be juſtifyed by our own Doings, ſeeing we are

ucrerly unable even to think a good THOUGHT * , till

God himſelf breathes it into our Hearts ?

Suffer me to obſerve one Thing more, under this

Article : viz . that, if God 's Spirit has ſtript you of

your own Righteouſneſs, He has not ſtript you in

order to leave you naked, butwill cloatb you with

change of Rayment f. He will give you a Robe, for

and lifted his Eyes to Heaven , ſaying, “ Take away theGRACE

of God , and there goes John Bradford .”

The great and good St. Auftin , long before, offercd a ſimilar

Acknowledgement to God. Semper Cratia Tua & Miſericordia

Tua prevenit me : - - præcidens etiam ante me laqueos Peccatorum ;

tollens Occafione's & Caufas. Quia , nifi Tu hoc mihi feciffes, om

NIA PeccatA MUNDI FECISSEM . Quonium fcio, Domine, quod

rullum Peccatum eft, quod unquam fecerat Homo, quod non poflit fa

cere alter Homo, ji Creatordefit, à quo fa &tus eft Homo. - Soliloqu.

Cap. xv. Sect. s .

So likewiſe chought the Author (whoſe Name I forget) of

that tender and beautiful Line :

Aut ſxmus, aut fuimus, vel poffumus ejje, quod hic eft .

* II Cor. iii. 5 . - In perfect Harmony with thismoſt impor

tant Truth, our Church thus addreſſes the Majeſty of Heaven :

O God , from wham all holy Desires, all good Counſels, and all

juß Works, do procede. And , again : Grant, thar, by Thy Holy

Inſpiration , wemay THINK shoje Things sbat be gocd. - -Oh Free

will, Free-will ! athow low a Rate waſt thou eitimated , by the

Reformers and the antient Biſhops of the Church of England !

+ Zech . iii. 4 .

D your
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Own

your 'Rags ; the Righteouſneſs ofGod, for the rot

ten Righteouſneſs ofMan . Rotten indeed we ſhall

find it, if wemake it a Pillar of Confidence . I will

fay of it , as Dr. Young fays of the World , “ Lean

not upon it ” ; lean not on thy ownRighteouſneſs ;

if leaned upon , “ ' T will pierce thee to the Heart :

« at beſt, a broken Reed ; but oft, a Spear. On

e its ſharp Point, Peace bleeds and Hope expires."

Self-Reliance is the very Bond of Unbelief. ' Tis

eſſential Infidelity, and one of it's moſt deadly

Branches. You are an Infidel, if you truſt in your

own Righteouſneſs. You a Christian ? You a

Churchman ? No: you have , in the Sight of God ,

neither Partnor Lot in the Matter. You are ſpirit

ually dead , while you pretend to live. 'Till you

are indued with Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, your

Body (as a great Man expreſſes it) is no better than

“ the living Coffin of a dead Soul. ” A Chriſtian is

a Believer (not in himſelf, but) in Chriſt. And

what is the Language of a Believer ? Lord, I am , in

myſelf, a poor, ruined , undone Sinner. Through the

Hand of thy good Spirit upon me, I throw myſelf at the

Foot of thy Croſs ; and look to Thee for Blood to waſh

me, for Righteouſneſsto juſtifyme, for Grace to make me

boly, for Comfort to makeme happy, and for Strength

to keep me in byWays.

5. For Holiness, the inward Principle of good

Works; and for Good Works, themſelves, the

outward Evidences of inward Holineſs ; we are

obliged
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obliged to the alone Grace and Power ofGod Moſt

High. We do not make him a Debtor to Us, by

loving and performing His Commandments; but

We become, additionally , Debtors to Him , for

crowning his other Gifts of Grace, by vouchſafing

to work in us that which is well-pleaſing in bis Sigbtg .

Say not ; “ Upon this Plan , Sanctification is

" kicked out of Doors , and good Works are turned

“ adrift. " Nothing can bemore palpable and fa

grantly untrue. Newneſs of Heart and of Life is ſo

eſſential to , and conſtitutes ſo vaſt a Part of, the

Evangelical Scheme of Salvation ; that, were it poſ.

ſible for Holineſs and it's moral Fruits to be really

ſtruck out of the Account, the Chain would , at

once, diffolve, and the whole Fabric become an

Houſe of Sand .

The Arminians have, of late, made a huge Cry

about “ Antinomians ! Antinomians ! ” From the

Abundance of Experience, the Mouth is apt to

ſpeak . The modern | Arminians fee ſo much real

Antinomianiſm among themselves, and in THEIR

OWN Tents ; that Antinomianiſm is become the

prædominant Idea, and the favorite Watch -word ,

Hebr. xiii. 21.

Let it be obſerved, that I do not, here, and in the follow .

ing Strictures , ſpeak of all Arminians, without Exception : but

of ſuch Arminians, who come within a certain Denomination ';

and who are no leſs eminent, for their boiſterous Brawling

aboutGood Works, than (as I can prove from too many Inſtan

ces which have fallen undermy own Notice) for their practical

Adoption of bad ones.

D 2 of
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of the Party. Becauſe tbey have got the Plague,

they think every Body elſe has. Becauſe the Le

proſy is in their Walls, they imagine no Houſe is

without it. Thus,

Alllooks infeEted, that ib' Infe&ted fpy ;

As all ſeems yellow , to tbe jaundic'd Eye.

' Tis cunning, Imuſt confeſs, in theſe People, to

raiſe a Duít, for their own Defence : and, like ſome

Pick -pockets when clolely perſued, to aim at Dipping

the ſtolen Watch or Handkerchief into the Pocket

of an innocent By-ſtander, that the real Sharpermay

elude theRod of Juſtice. But, unhappily for them

ſelves, the Arininians are not complete Maſters of

this'Art. The Duft, they raiſe, forms too thin a

Cloud to conceal them : and their bungling At

tempt, to ſhift off the Charge of Antinomianiſm

upon Others, rivets the Charge bụtnore firmly on

themſelves it's true Proprietors. The avowed Ef

frontery , with which they openly trample on a certain

Commandment that ſays, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe

Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour ; may ſtand as a Sam

ple of the little Regard they pay to the other nine.

Pretty People theſe, to look for Juſtification from

the “ Merit ” of their own Works, and to value

themſelveson their “ perfect Love to God andMan” !

With regard to Sanctification and Obedience ,

truly ſo called ; it can only flow , and cannot but flow ,

from a new Heart : which new Heart is of God 's

own
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own Making, and of God 's own Giving. I will

TAKE AWAY the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh , and I

will give you an Heart of Fleſh ; a ſoft, repenting ,

believing Heart : and I will cause you to walk in my

Statutes, and je SHALL keep my Judgements and do

them * . Now , God accompliſhes this Promiſe, by

the effectual Working of his Bleſſed Spirit : the

myfic Fire of whoſe Agency having melted our

Hearts into pænitential Faith , He then applys to

them the Seal of His own HOLINESS ; from which

Time, we begin to bear the Inage and Superſcrip .

tion of God upon our Tempers, Words, and

Actions.

This is our “ Licentious" . Doctrine : namely, a

Doctrine which (under the Influence of the Holy

Ghoſt) conforms ibe Soul, more and more, to God :

carefully referring, at the ſame Time, all the Praiſe

of this active and paſſive Conformity , to God Him

ſelf, whoſe Gift it is ; ſinging, with the Saints of

old , Thou , Lord, bast wrought all our [good ] Works

in us t ; and , for all the Works ſo wrought for

the Will to pleaſe thee, for the Endeavor to pleaſe

thee, for the Ability to pleaſe thee, and for every

Aet whereby we do pleaſe thee , - Not unto us, o

Lord, not unlo us, but to thy Name, giveGlory.

And, indeed, was not this the Truth of the

Caſe, i. e , if Converſion and Sanctification and good

Works were not God's Gifts, and of His Opera

. Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27. + Ifai. xxvi. 12.

tion ;
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сеп OTG

tion ; Men would have, not only ſomewhat, but

much , even very much, to boaſt of : for they would

be their own Couverters, Sanctifyers, and Saviors.

Directly contrary to the plain Letter of Scripture,

which alks, whomaketh thee to differ from others ,

and what hast tbcu , which thou didºst not receive I

from above ? Nor leis contrary to the ſcriptural.

Direction, He that glorieth , let him glory in the Lord t.

6 . Once more. Whom are we to thank, for

Perseverance, in Holineſs and Good Works, to

the End ? “ Oh , ” ſays an old Phariſee , perhaps,

“ the Thanks are due to my own Watchfullneſs,

“ my own Faithfullneſs, my own Induſtry , and my

« own Improvements.” Your ſuppoſed Watchfull

neſs anſwers a very bad Purpoſe, if you make a

Merit of it. The Enemy of Souls cares not the

turning of a Straw , whether you periſh by open

Licenciouſneſs, or by a deluſive Confidence in your

own imaginary Eighteouſneſs. 'Tis all one to him ,

whether you go to Hell in a black Coat, or a white

one. Nay, the whiteft you can weave, will be

found black, and a mere San Benito to equip you

for the Flames ; if God does not array you in the

imputed Righteouſneſs of His BleiTed Son.

But, for the preſent, leaving Phariſees and Le

galiſts to the Hands of Him who alone is able, and

has a Right, to ſave or to deſtroy ; Let meaddreſs

myſelf to the true Believer in Chriſt. You was

1 I Cor. iv. 7. + I Cor. i. 31.
called
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V

called , it may be, ten or twenty Years ago , or

longer, to theKnowledge of God : and you ſtill are

found, dwelling under the Droppings of the Sanc

tuary, and walking in Him you have received ;

following on,' to know more of the Lord ; ſome

times faint, yet always wilhing to perſue ; toſſed,

but not loft ; occaſionally caſt down, but not de

Itroyed . How comes all this ? How is it, that

many faming Profeſſors, who blazed out, for a

while, like Luminarys of the firſt Luſtre, are

quenched , extinguiſh ’d , vaniſhed ; while your ſmok

ing Flax, and feeble Spark of Grace, continue to

ſurvive, and ſometimes afford both Light and

Heat ? While more than a few , who, perhaps,

once ſeemed to be rooted as Rocks, and ſtable as

Pillars in the Houſe of God, are become as Water

that runneth apace ; why are nou ſtanding, tho',

in yourſelf, as weak , if not weaker than they ? -

A Child ofGod can foon anſwer this Queſtion. And

he'll anſwer it thus: Having obtained Help of God,

I continue to this Day* . Norbymyown Might and

Power but by the Spirit of the Lírd of Hoffs I.

And He, that kept you 'till this Day, will keep

you all your Days. His Spirit, which He freely

gives to His People, is a Well of Water, Springing

up, not for a Year, not for a Life - Time, only ;

but into everlaſting Life ll. . God's Faithfullneſs to

You is the Source of Your Faithfullneſs to Him .

10

• Acts xxvi. 22. Zech. iv. 6. John iv. 14 .

Chriſt
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Chriit prays for You ; and therefore Hekeeps You

watching unto Prayer. He preſerves you from

Falling ; or, when fallen , He teftores your Soul,

and leads you forth again in the Path of Righteouf

neſs, for His Name's Sake. He has decreed , and

Crown of Life ; and, in order to that, Hehas no

leſs folemnly engaged and irrevocably bound Him

ſelf, to make you faithfulunto Death .

Well, then ” , ſays an Arminian, " if theſe

« Things are ſo, I am ſafe at all events. I may

• fold upmy Arms, and e'en lay me down to Neep .

“ Or, if I chuſe to riſe and be active, I may live

“ juſt as I liſt.” Satan was the Coiner of this Rea

ſoning : And he offered it, as current and ſterling,

to the Meſſiah ; but Chriſt rejected it as falſeMoney.

- If thou be the Son of God, ſaid the Enemy ; If

thou be indeed that Meſſiah whom God upholds,

and his Elect, in whom his Soul delighteth ; caſt

thyſelf beadlong : 'tis impoſſible thou ſhouldft periſh ,

do what thou wilt : no Fall can hurt thee : and thy

Father has abſolutely promiſed , that his Angels

fall keep thee in all thy Ways ; jump therefore,

boldly , from the Battlements, and fear no Evil.

· The Devil's Argumentation was equally inſolent,

and abſurd , in every point of View . He reaſon 'd,

not like a Serpent in his Wits, but like a Serpent

whoſe Head was bruiſed * , and who had nomore of

. Gen. iii. 15 .

Une
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Underſtanding than of Modeſty. Chriſt Gilenced

this Battery ofStraw , with a ſingle Sentence : THOU

SHALT NOT TEMPT THE LORD THỳ Godt. So faid

the Meſſiah . And ſo ſay We. And this is Anſwer

enough, to a Cavil, whofe palpable Irrationality

would cur it's own Throat, without the Help of

any Anſwer at all.

God's Children would be very glad, if they could

" live as they lift. ” How ſo ? Becauſe it is the

Will, the Deſire , the Wiſh , of a renew d Soul

rii e. of thenew Man, or the Believer's Regenerate

Part ; for old Adam never was a Saint yet, nor ever

will be ; 'cis, I ſay, the Will and the Wiſh of a re

few 'd Soul; to pleafe God in all Things, and never

to ſin , on any Occaſion, or in any Degree. This

is the State, to which our Pantings aſpire ; and in

which would the Imperfection of human Nature

admit of ſuch Happineſs below ) we “ liſt ” to

walk . For; every truly regenerated Perſon can

lincerely join the Apoftle Paul, in ſaying , With my

Mind I myſelf ſerve the Law of God * , and with I

could keep it better .

God's Preſervation is the goodMan's Perleverance.

He willkeep the feet of bis Saints t . Arminianiſm

repreſents God 's Spirit, as if He acted like the

Guard' of a Stage-Coach , who fees the Paſſengers

fafe Ouit of Town for a few Miles ; and then , mak

ing his Bow , türns back, and leaves them to per

fue the reſt of the Journey by themſelves. But

Matth . ir, 6 . 7. * Rom . vii. 25. + I Sam . ii. 9 .

E Diving
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Divine Grace does not thus deal by God's Travel.

lers. It accompanys them to their Journey's End,

and without End . So that the meaneſt Pilgrim to

Sion may ſhout, with David, in full Certainty of

Faith , Surely, Goodneſs and Mercy Mallfollow meALL

My Days, and Ifall dwell in the Houſe of the Lord

FOREVER* Therefore, for Preſerving Grace, Not

unto us, O Lord , not unto us, but to Thy Name give

theGlory, for the loving Mercy, and for thy Truth's Sake.

7 . AfterGod has led his People through theWil

derneſs of Life , and brought' em to the Edge of that

River which lies between them and the Heavenly

Canaan ; will he intermit his Care of them , in that

Article of deepeſt Need ? No, bleſſed be his Name.

On the contrary, He (always, Safely ; and, gene

rally , comfortably) eſcorts them over to the other Side ;

to that good Land which is very far off, to that goodly

Mountain , and Lebanon .

I know , there are ſome flaming Arminians, who

tell us, that “ A Man may perſevere 'till he comes

“ to dye, and yet periſh in almoſt the very Article

6 of Death : " and they illuſtrate this wretched,God ,

diſhonoring, and ſoul-ſhocking Doctrine, by the fi

mile of “ A Ship 's foundering in the Harbor's

Mouth .” .

· It is very true , that ſome wooden Veſſels have ſo

periſhed . But’tis no leſs true, that allGod's cho

fen Veſſels are infallibly fafe from ſo periſhing . For,

through His Goodneſs, every one of them is in

, . . * Pſalm xxiii. . .
SURED
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SURED by Him whom the Winds and Seas, both

literal and metaphorical, obey. And their Inſurance

runs thus : When thou paſeſt through the Waters, I

will bewith thee ; and when through the Rivers, they

fall not overflow thee I . The Ranſomed of the

Lord ſhall return , and come to Zion, with Songs, and

everlaſting Joy upon their Heads * : ſo far from foun

dering within Sight of Land .

Even an earthly Parent is particularly careful and

tender ofa dying Child : and , ſurely ,whenGod'sChil.

dren are in that Situation , Hewill (ſpeaking after the

Manner ofMen ) be doubly gracious to His helpleſs

Offspring, who are His by Election, by Adoption,

by Covenant, by Redemption, by Regeneration,

and by a thouſand other indiſſoluble Tyes.

There are noMarks of Shipwrecks, no Remnants

of loſt Veſſels, Aloating upon that Sea , which Aows

between God's Jeruſalem below and the Jeruſalem

which is above. The excellentDr.William Gouge +

has an Obſervation full to the preſent Point. “ If

^ a Man ” , ſays he, “ were caſt into a River, we

.“ ſhould look upon him as ſafe, while hewas able to

“ keep his Head above Water. The Church ,Chriſt's

“ myſtic Body, is caſt into the Sea of the World

“ [and, afterwards, into the Sea of Death ]; and

« Christ, their Head, keeps Himſelf aloft, even

« in Heaven. Is there , then , any Fear, or Poſfi

“ bility, of Drowning a Member of this Body ? If

. “ any ſhould be drowned, then either Chriſt Him

1 Ifai. xliii. 2. * Ifai. xxxv. 10 . + Expoſ. of Eph. v.

E 2 " felf
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« felf muſt be drowned firſt, or elſe that Member

« muſt be pulled from Chriſt : both which are im

“ po.Tible. By Virtue, therefore, of this Union ,

“ weſee that on Chriſt's Safety, our's depends. If

“ He is ſafe, ſo are We. If We perilh , ſo muſt

“ He. "

Well, therefore, may Dying Believers fing , Not

unto 15, O Lurd , but to Thy Name, give Glory ! Thy

Loving Mercy carrys us, when we cannot go : and ,

for thy Trutb's Sake, Thou wilt lave us to the vemoft,

without the Loſs of Onç.

18 . When the emancipated Soul is actually ar

rived in Glory ; what Song will he fing then ? The

Purport of the Text will ſtill be the Language of

the Skies: Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to

dlzy Name, give the Praiſe.

Whilſt we are upon Earth, we have need of that

remarkable Caution , which Mules gave the Children

of kielill: Speak not thou in tbine Heart, after that

the Lord tby God bath cast them cut from before thee,

kring , For My RIGHTEOUSN ÉSS, tbe Lord baih.

broughtmein to poljefs this Land. Not for thy Righ

teousness, or for the Uprigbtnifs of sbine Heart, dot

*k * go to pollefs this Land. : . . . - Underſtand,

therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth ibee not this

good Land, to pudess it, for iby Righteouſneſs ; for

15 x art a fift-necked People. Now , if the Eartbly

Canaan , which was only a tranſitory Inheritance ,was

unattainable by humanMerit ; if even Worldly Pof

ll Leui, ix . 4 , & c.

feflions

.
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S 1

feffions are not given us for our own Righteouſness

Sake ; who ſhall dare to ſay , that Heaven itſelf is

the Purchaſe of our own Righteouſneſs ! If our

Works cannot merit even the vaniſhing Convenien

ces and Supplys of Time; How is it poflible, that

we ſhould be able to merit the endleſs Riches of

Eternity ? We ſhall + need no Cautions againſt .

Self-Righteouſneſs, when we get ſafe to that better

Country . The Language of our Hearts, and of

our Voices, will be ; and Angels will join the con

cert; and all the Elect, both Angels and Men,

will, for ever and ever, ſtrike their Harps to this

Key ; Nor unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to tby

Name, give the Glory, for thy Loving Mercy, and

før thy Truth 's Sake.

O , may a Senſe of that Loving Mercy and Truth

be, warmly and transformingly, experienced in our

Hearts ! For indeed, my dear Brethren , 'tis Ex

' perience, or the felt Power of God upon the Soul,

t I have been informed , that, when the News of John

Goodwin 's Death was brought to his Uncle , Dr. Thomas Goodwin ;

the latter cry'd out " I ben there's another good Man gone to

" Heaven ” . “ Gone to Heaven, Sir ?” anſwered the

Perſon ; “ why, your Nephew was an Arminian " . The

Doctor replyed, " True : he was an Arminian, on Earth ; but

be is not an Arminian NOW .”

Whether John Goodwin went to Heaven , or not (which is a

Queſtion too high for ſublunary Decifion) ; certain it is, as I

have already obſerved , that not one Inhabitant of the Cæleftial

City ever carry'd a ſingle Particle of Arminianiſm with him into

the Gates of that Jerufalem . Of every Arminian now living ,

whoſe Name is in the Book of Life ; it may be truly ſaid , that,

if Grace do not go ſo far as to make him a Calviniſt on Farth,

Glory (i. e . Grace made perfect) will certainly Atamp him a Cal.

viniit , in the Kingdom of God , at fartheſt.

which
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ERCEPTION W

which makes theGoſpel a Savor of Life unto Life.

Notwithſtanding God's Purpoſe is ſtedfaſt as His

Throne ; notwithſtanding the whole of Chriſt's

Righteouſneſs and Redemption is finiſhed and com .

plete, as a divine and Almighty Agent could make

it ; notwithſtanding I am convinced , that God will

always be faithful, to every Soul whom he has

called out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light ;

and notwithſtanding none can pluck the People of

Chriſt from his Hands; ſtill, I am no leſs ſatisfied,

that it muſt be the feeling SENSE of all this, i e .

a PERCEPTION wrought in our Hearts by the Holy

Ghoſt, thatwill give you and me the Comfort of the

Father's gracious Decrees, and of the Meſſiah's fi .

niſhed Work

I know, 'tis growing very faſhionable, to talk

againſt ſpiritual Feelings. But I dare not join the

Cry . On the contrary , I adoptthe Apoſtle's Prayer,

that our Love to God, and the Manifeſtations of his

Love to us, may abzund yet more and more , in Know

ledge and in all Feeling * . And it is no enthuſiaſtic

Wilh , in behalf of you and of myſelf, that wemay

be of the Number of thoſe “ godly Perſons ” , who,

as our Church juſtly expreſſes it, “ feel in theme

. “ felves theWorking of the SPIRIT of Chriſt, morti

“ fying the Works of the Fieſ , and drawing up their

. Phil. i. 9. — The Word wonois (render’d Judgement, in

our English TranNation ) literally and properly lignitys, Fced .

' ing, or jinſible Perception . The Apoſtle wiſhed his Philippians,

not only to love God , but to know that they loved Him , and

that He loved them ; and to know it feelingly .

« Minds
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“ Minds to high and beavenly Things $.” Indeed ,

the great Buſineſs ofGod's Spirit is, to draw up and

to bring down. To draw up our Affections to Chrift ;

and to bring down the unſearchable Riches of Grace

into our Hearts. The Knowledge of which, and

earneſt Deſire for it, are all the Feelings I plead for .

And, for theſe Feelings, I wil ever to plead . Sa

tisfied as I am , that, without ſomeExperience and

Enjoyments of them , we cannot be happy, Living

or Dying.

Letme aſk you , as it were , oneby one ; has the

Holy Spirit began to reveal theſe deep Things ofGod

in your Soul? If ſo, give Him theGlory of it. And,

as you prize Communion with Him ; as you value

the Comforts of the Holy Ghoft ; endeavor to be

found in God's Way , even the High Way of hum

ble Faith and obedient Love : fitting at the Feet of

Chriſt, and deſirous to imbibe thoſe ſweet, raviſhing ,

ſanctifying Communications of Grace, which are

at once an Earneſt of, and a Preparation for, com

plete Heaven when you come to die . God forbid ,

that we ſhould ever think lightly of religious Feet

INGS! For, if we do not in ſome Degree feel our

ſelves Sinners, and feel that Chriſt is precious ; I

doubt, the Spirit ofGod has never been ſavingly at

Work upon our Souls.

Nay, lo far from being at a ſtand in this, ourDe.

firesafter theFeeling of God's Preſence within ,ought

to enlarge continually , the nearer we draw

| Article 17th .

End
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End of our earthly Pilgrimage: and reſemble the

progreſſive Expanſion of a River, which, however

narrow and ſtraightened when it firſt begins to flow ,

never fails to widen and increaſe, in Proportion as it

approaches the Ocean into which it falls.

God give us a gracious Spring -Tide of his Spirit,

to repleniſh our thirſty Channels, to ſwellour ſcanty

Stream , and to quicken our languid Courſe ! If

this is not our Cry ; 'cis a Sign, either that the

Work ofGrace is not yet begun in us ; or that is

is. indeed at low Water, and diſcolor'd with thoſe

Dregs, which tend to diſhonor God, to eclipſe the

Glory of the Goſpel, and to ſpread Clouds and

Darkneſs upon our Souls.

Some Chriſtians are like decayed Mile Stones

which ſtand, 'tis true, in the right Road , and bear

fome Traces of the proper impreſſion : but foº

wretchedly mutilated and defaced , that they, who

go by, can hardly read or know what to make of

them . May the bleſſed Spirit ofGod cauſe all our

Hearts, this Morning, to undergo a freſh Impreſ

fion ; and indulge us with a New Edition of our

Evidences for Heaven ! O ,may ſhowers of Bleſſing

deſcend upon you , from above I May you ſee, that

Cbrift, and the Grace of God-in Him , ate all in all !

Whilſt you are upon Earth , may you ever afcribe

the whole Glory to him ! And ſure I am , that,

when you come to Heaven, you will never afcribc

i to any other.

FINI S.
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