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ADVERTISEMENT
. TO THE
" PRESENT EDITION.

NI NE Months are now elapfed, fince the fir
- ¥ Pablication of this Letter : in-ail which Time,
Myr. W. bas neither apologiz’d for the Mifdemeanor
which occafioned bis bearing from me in this public
Manner ; nor attempted to anfwer the Charges en-
tered againft bim. Fudging, probably, that the formet.
weuld be tos 'condgﬁ'mding, in One, who bas eveSed
bimfelf - into the Leader of a Selts and -that the
latter would prove rather top difficult a Tajk, and
involve him in a fubfequent Train of frefb Detec-
tions s be bas, prudently, omitted Roth.

Some of bis Followers, bowever, bave not béen [o
tamely unaltive, on this Occafion, as their Paflor.
Anxious, at once, to palliate bis Offence, and to
Jereen bis Timidity ; feveral Penny and Two-Penny
Defences bave fucceffively appeared : wherein the ano-
mymous  Scribblers wretchedly endeavored to gather.

B ' %y



[ 2 1

up, and puf togetber, the Fragments of a fbattered

Reputation: The very Printers, the Midwives who

banded thefe *° Infeils of a Day™ into public Exif-

tence, were afbamed to [ubjoin tAesr Names at the
Bottom of the Title- Pages. . :

Two Lay-Preachers, in particular, bave feebly
taken up the Cudgels for their Mafter., Of One, I
Soall fay very little, as be writes with fome Degree
of Decency.— Of the Other, I fball not fay much :
Jor, botb bis Talents and bis. Morals jfink.kim far
below the Dignity of ‘Chafifement. This illiterate
“ Haberdafber of [mall Wares” entitles bis Penny
Effufion, -as well as I remembery ¢ A Lener of
Thanks to the Reverend Mr. Torrapy, in the

- Names. of all the hardened Sinners in Lonpen
and WEesTMINSTER,” The poor Creature, it is
plain from bis Title-Page, aims at Humor : And
yet, unbappily for fuch a- Defign, be s, in Reality,
but tec literally qualificd to alt as Secretary in Chief
20 the Sinners of Londen and Weftminfter, For,
-be has given very nmumerous and ample Proofs of
bis own Siunerfhip, and that there can bardly exift,
n tbafe two Cities, @& more atracious Sinner than
bimfelf. I will not pollute this Paper, with a Re-
¢ital of bis Crimes. . beyy, who know the Man, are
no Sirangers to his Communication. Though a
Doéirinal Pharifees bis Life bas, long ago, evinced

- bim a Pradtical Sadduces. Surely, Arminianifm is
like to floriflb mainly, under the Ayfpices of Juck able
and virtuous Advocates!

And

Y
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And fo much for Mr. Wcﬂcy s radoabtat’vx’e
Stdalterm‘. . ) ,

¢ What Image of their Fury can we form ?
¢ Dullnefs, and Rage. A Pvnm.t in a STORM. "

If my Advice carries any Weight with tbem, they

" awill cqrefully perufe their Spelling-Books, efore
they make anotber Sally from the Prefs. As to them-
Jelves, and their refined Produliions, I mean tp take
no farther Notice of Either. I am gquife of Mr.
Gay’s Opinion; ,

¢ To fhoot at Crows is Powder thrown away.”

1 bad almoft forgot the Monthly Reviewers. One
Weord concerning Them, and ‘I bave done.  The
Two Reverend Gentlemen, who are hired to diffect
and charaSlerize whatever comes within the Divinity-
Departmenr, a Calendis ad Calendas; -wou/d fain
bave it, in their fuperficial Striftures on the firft
Edition of this Letter, that Iam ANGRY with M,
Wefley. If, by Anger, the ingenious Animadverters
mean, a juft and becoming thapprobalwu of M.
Welley’s lying Abridgment, and of the furreptitious
sanner in which be imugglcd it into the World ;
I acknowledge myfelf, in this R.e/.befi, angry. I
bope, the Reverend Reviewers will not, in their Turn,
be angry too, at feeing tbmﬁlves tack’d to the Lif}
of Mr. Wefley’s Allies: fince, in their Mode of
reprefenting my Difpute (or, to adopt their own
mzlztary Term, wy Baule) with that Gentleman

B2 . they
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they feem to raxk themfelves in the Number of bis
Seconds. Tbe Reafon is obvious. Mr. W. is &
red-bot Arminian.: and the [sgacious Doltors can
difeern, with Half an Eye, that Arminianifm les
within @ Bow-Shot of Socinianifm ard Deifm. Zer,
notwithfianding the Alliance is, thus, not altogether
annatural 5 why [bould thefe Two Divines, who are,
certainly, poffeffed of Abilities, which might do Homor
to Human Nature ; by a narrow, fordid Attachment
to Party, render thofe Abilities lefs refpediable 2

- Broap HEumBURY

Janvary 9, 1771,

A LETTER

.
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LETTER

Revd, Mr. 701772 Wefley.

SIR,

OSSIBLY, the following Letter may
fall into the Hands of fome, who are un-
acquainted with the Merits of the Occa-
fion on which I write. For the Infor-
mation of fuch, I muft premife, That, in Novem-
ber, 1769, 1 publith’d a Two Skilling Pamphlet,
entitled, * The Do&rine of Abfolute Predeftina-
“ tion ftated and afferted: with a preliminary
* Difcourfe on the Divine Attributes. Tranflated,
* in great Meafure, from the Latin of Ferom

- 8 Zanchius”,

‘ Though
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Though you are neither mentioned, nor alluded

‘to, throughout the whole Book; yet it could hardly

be imagined, that a Trearife, apparently tendmg
to lay the Axe to the Root of thofe pernicious
Doétrines, which, for more than thirty Years paft,
you have endeavored to palm on your Credulous
Followers, with all the Sophiftry of a Jefuit, and
the dictatorial Authority of a Pope; fhould long
pafs without fome Cenfure. from the Hand of a
reftlefs Arminian, who has fo eagerly endeavored
to diftinguith himfelf, as the Bell-Wether of his
deluded Thoufands.

Accordingly, in the Month of March, 1770,
out fneaks a printed Paper (confifting of one §heet,
folded into rwelve Pages; Price, One Penny) en-
titled, ¢ The Doétrine of Abfolute Predeftination
“ ftated and afferted, by the Reverend Mr. A
¢ T———.2" Wherein, you pretend to give an

Abridgment of the Pamphlet above referred to. But, .

1. Why did you not make your Abridgment ruly -

pubm ? For an apparent Reafon :. That, xf pofiible,.
it might elude my Knowledge, and fo efcape the
Rod. Born of a flolen Embrace, it was needful
for the fpurious, pufillanimous Performance to ffeal
its Way into the World, It privately crept abroad,

from the Foundery, the Seat of its Natmty, it

was fold, indeed, but fold under the Rofe; it was
carefully circulated in the Dark; and the Friends
of Mr. #Wefley were defigned to be the fole Sphere of

' ~ its




17 ]
.its Acquaintance. ‘Thus, Ewvery one, that doth Ewil,
bateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, left bis
-Deeds fhould be reproved. Infuch Conduct, I can dif-
“cern much of the Fefuit, but nothing of the Saint.—
I had, to this Hour, remained unapprized of the
fecret Stab, but for the Information received from
.Somie of fuperior Integrity to yourfelf.— I will put
Chriftianity quite out of the Quettion,.and fuppofe
it to have no Kind of Influence. But fhould you not,
at leaft, act.-as.a Man of common Honor? Come
- forth openly, Sir, in future, like an honeft, generous
Affailant ; and, from this Moment forward, difdain
. 1o act the ignoble Part of a lurkmg, fly Afaffis. -

IL Why did you not abridge ‘me. fatl/aful{y and
fairly? Why muft you lard your ridiculous
Compendium with Additions and Interpolations of
your own ? efpecially, as 'you took the Liberty of
prefixing my Name to it ? Your Reafons are
obvious. - My Publication had fpread among fore
of your People : and, the longer it continued to
diffufe itfelf, the more you trembled for your
- Diana. Hence, Demetrius like, you found it need-
ful, by the Help of a pious Fraud, to prejudice
your Epbefians againft the Doctrines of St. Paul.

. The Book was likely to give the Arminian Babel
a Shake : therefore, no Way fo effectual to fecure
it, as by endeavoring to fpike the Cannon which
was planted againft it. That you might feem to
gratify the Curiofity of your Partifans, and keep
them re1lly baod’wmked at the fame Time ; you

' draw

J
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draw up a flimfy, partial Compeadiumof Zawcnivs:
a Compendium, which exhibits a few, detached
Propofitions, placed in the moft difadvantageous
Point of View, and withour including any Part of
the Evidence on which they ftand.

But this alone was not fufficient to compafs the” V-
defired End. Unfatisfyed with carefully and to-
tally fupprefling every Proof, alledged by Zan-
cH1us, in Support of his Argument; a falfe Co-
loring muft, likewife, be fuperinduced, by inferting
& Sentence or two, now and then, of your own
foifting in. After which, you clofe the motley
Piece, with an entire Paragraph, forged, every
Word of it, by yourfelf: and conelude all, as you
begap, with fubjoining the Initigls of my Names
to make the Ignorant believe, that the Whole,
with your Omiffions, Additions, and Alteratxons,
a&ually came from me.— An Inftance of Auda-
city and Falfchood, bhardly to be paralleled! = .

- 1 am very far from defiring the Reader to take
my Word, in Proof of the Charge alledged againft
you. As an Inftance of your want of Honor,
Veracity, and Juftice, I refer to the followmg
Paragraph, 1. as publithed by me ; and, 2. a5
guoted by yor. _

¢ When .
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. . 3.

¢« When all the Tranl- | <¢Inthelaft Day,Cerist
« adtioris of Providence and | ¢ will fit as Judge, and
¢ Grace arc woundup, in the | “ openly publi/s, and fo-
“ laft Day; He (Curist) | lemnly ratify His ever-
<< will then, properly fit as | lafting Decrees, by re-:
<¢ Fudge, and openly publifh,  ceiving the Ele& into .
¢¢and folemnly ratify, if I ¢ Glory, and by pafling.
¢¢ may fo fay, His everlaﬁmg ¢ Sentence on the Non-,
¢¢ Decrees, by receiving the | * eleCt(NOT FOR HAVING
¢< Ele&, Body and Soul, into | DONE WHAT THEY
¢ Glory: and by pafling Sen- | COULD NOT HELP,
¢c tence on the Non-ele@ |¢ but) for their wilful Ig-
* (NOT FOR HAVING DONE |*¢ norance of DivineThings,
& WHAT THEY COULD NoT | ¢ and their olfinate Unbe-
¢¢ HELP, but) for their wilful |¢¢ lief 3 for their Omiffions
© ¢¢ Ignerancs of Divine Things, | ¢ of moral Duty, and
¢ and their obflinate Unbelief 5 | ¢ for their repeated Iniqui-
s¢ for their Omuffions of moral | ¢ ties and Tranfgreflions
¢ Duty, and for their repeated |*¢ WHICH THEY COULD
¢ Iniguities and Tranfgref- | NoT HELP.” W.fly's
¢ fims.” Do&r. of Abf.|Abridgment, P. g.
P:edeﬁ. Page §7. o -

Whether my View of the Dorine itfelf be,
in fa&, right, or wrong; is no part of the pre-
fent Enquiry : The queftion is, Have you quoted’
me fairly? Bluth, Mr. Wefley, if you are capable
of bluthing. For once, publicly acknowledge
yourfelf to have aced criminally : ¢ Unlefs,” to ufe
your own Words on another Occafion, Shame
¢¢ and you have fhook Hands and partcd »

C - ' Your
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Your concluding Paragraph, which you have
the Effrontery to palm on the World as mine,
runs thus : ¢ * The Sum of all is this: One in
¢« Twenty (fuppofe) of Mankind are eleted ; Nine-
«. teen in Twenty are reprobated. The Ele& fhall
¢ be faved, do what they will; the Reprobate
« fhall be damned, do what they can. Reader,
<« believe this, or be damned. Witnefs my
« Hand, A T e

In almoft any other Cafe, a {imilar Forgery would
tranfmit the Criminal to Virginia or Maryland,
if not to Tyburn. If sucu an Opponent can be
deemed an bonef Man, where fhall we find &
Knave 2—What would you think of me, was I
infamous enough to abridge any T'reatife of ycurs,
iprinkle it with Interpolations, and conclude it
thus: ¢ Reader, buy this Book, or be damned.
« Witnefs my Hand, Fokn Wefley”?

And is it THus you contend for Vidlory ? are
THESE the Weapons of your Warfare ? Is THis
bearing down thofe, who differ from you, with
Meeknefs 2 Do you call THis, binding with Cords
of Love? Away, for Shame, with fuch difinge-
- nuous Artifices. At leaft, endeavor to comceal
that narrow, Scétarian Spirit, which betrays itelf,
more or lefs, in almoft every Thing you write.
Rencunce the low,. ferpentine Cunning, which

puts

* Wefley's Abridgmgnt, P. 12,
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pats you on falfifying, what you find yourfelf
unable to refute. And, as you regard your Cha-

"raler, and the Caufe you efpoufe ; difmifs thofe:

dirty Subterfuges (the laft Refources of mean,
mulicious Impotence), which degrade the Man of
Parts into a lying Sophifter, and fink a Divine’
beneath the level of an Oyfter-woman. Ceafe.
to fight, like the French, with old Nails, and broken.
Glafs. Charge fairly, and fire as forcibly as yoy
can. But, if you perfift to employ the Weapons.
of Scurrility and Falfehood ; the Sphknters will
not only recoil on yourfelf, but you will conti-
nue to be pofted for a: Theological Coward.

And why thould yox, of all People in the
World, be fo very angry with the Dofrines of
Grace? Forget not the Days and Months that

~are paft. Remember, that it ohce depended on

the Tofs of a Shilling, whether you yourfelf thould
be a Calvinift or an Arminian. Tails fell up-
permoft, and you refolved to be an Univer/falift.
*Twas ‘an happy Threw, which coafigned you
to the Tents of Arminius : For, it faved us from the
Company of a Man, who, by a kind of religious

Gambling, peculiarly his own, rifqued Lis Faith

on the moft contemptible of all Lots; and was
capable of toffing up for his Creed, as Porters, or

Chairmen, tofs up for an Haglf penny.

1 have read of Princes, and other eminent
Perfons, who, having rifen, from ignoble Life, to
C 2 Greats
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'Greanefs 5 took Care to have fome ftriking Mes
morials, of their former Obfcurity, frequently
in their View : by way of a Counterpoife to Pride;
and s a Prefervative from being exalted above
Meafure. When, from the Pinnacle of your own
Importance, you look down upon the Advocates
for Free Grace, and confider them as Reptiles,
to be treated as you pleafe, only recolle¢t the
humbling Circumftance, of which I have juft
reminded you: And reprefs the complacent Swell-
ings of Sclf-adulation, by fome fuch Soliloquy as
this; ¢ I have been in Danger, myfelf, of be- .
 lieving that St. Pau/ fays true, when he de-
¢ clares, that God bath Mercy on whom be will
“ bave Mercy. How- precious was the Shilling,
¢ and, above all, how lucky was the Throw,
¢ which convinced me of St. Paul’s Miftake !
Forgive us, if we as implicitly determine our Faith
by the Scriptures; as you determined yours, by
the Fall of the /plendid Shilling.

. But, even fince this memorable Epacha, you
have by no means proved yourfelf that feady
Arminian, you would have the World believe,
Proteus like, you difdain to be fhackled and cir-
cumficribed by any certain Form. Her Ladyfhip
of Loretto, though fhe has a different Suit for
every Day in the Year, is Semper eadem, when
compared with the gwondam Fellow of Lincoln
College. ~ There are Times, when you vary as
much from your preceding Sclf, as you do, at
' ) all

(
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all Times, from the reft of Mankind. Poffefled
of more than ferpmtme Elability, vou caft your
Slough, not once a Year, but, almoft, once an
Hour. Hence, your innumerable Inconfiftencies,
and flagrant Self-contradiiions ; the jarring of your
Principles (ever at inteftin War with each other),
and the Incoberence of your religious Syftem.
Your Scheme of Doétrines reminds me of tbe Feet
of a certain vifionary Image, which, as the facred -
Penman' acquaints us, feem’d to be compos'd of
Iron and Clay: heterogeneous Materials, which
may, indeed, be put together, but will never
incorporate with each other. Somewhat like the
Necromantic Soup, of which you have, probably,
read, in the Tragedy of MacBETH ; your Doc-

* trines may be ftirred into a chaotxc Jumble,

but Wi chceraft itfelf would ftrive in vain to bring
them into Co-alition.—On the contrary, Evan-
gelical Truth knows nothing of this Harlequin
Affemblage. It is not, like Fofepb’s Coat, of
many Colors ; nor made up of a Patch from
Donatas, of another from Pelagius, and a third
from Arminius : but is invariably fimple, uni-
form, and harmonious ; refembling the Robe of
its adorable Teacher, which was wizbout Seam,
and woven, from the Top, throughout.

On one Occafion, you had the Candor to own
your Levity, as to points of Faith. I amacquainted
with a very refpeétable Perfon (Mr. J. D.) who,
pot many Years ago, taking the Freedom to tell

you,
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you, that ** Your Prejudicgs, like armed Men,
¢ ftood, with their Swords ready drawn, to guard
¢« all the Paffes of Convi&ion, and hew down
« every Truth as faft as it prefented itklf to
« your Mind;” you had the unufual Honefty
to anfwer, “ Ah! Sir! if you knew how dif-
¢ treffled I have been, what Doctrines I fhould
*¢ embrace, and how I have been Tossep asouT
“ rroM SySTEM TO SysTeM, you'd think me
¢ the moft open to Conviction, and the leaft
¢ liable to Prejudice, of any Man you ever
« knew.”—This Anfwer did you real Honor,
for, ¥ am perfuaded, you fpoke true. Yet, why
fhould you, who have been fo remarkably #9ffed
about, take upon you to revile thofe who have
been enabled to fand faft ? 1 hope, for your
own fake, that you will never ceafe toffing about,
*ill you have gain’d the Harbor of Truth:
and that, amidft all your manifold fhifting from
Sykim to Syfem, you will, at length, be enabled
to fix on the only right Syftem, which afferts
the Lawfulnefs of God’s doing what he will with
his own. '

I am told, the Pemny-fhect (which occafions
this free Addrefs) is to be followed, fome Time
hence, by a four-penny Pamphlet againt ZancHuivus:
Wherein you are to befiege the Doérine of Pre-
deftination in Form. Commence the Siege, and
welcome. Open your Trenches, and plant your
Batteries,’ Bring forth your ftrong Arguments,

and’
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and play them off with Vigor. I publicly pro-
fefs, and fubfcribe my Name to it, that, if I
cannot beat you back, Ill freely capitulate, and
own myfelf conquered. But remember, that, if
you would do any Thing to Purpofe, you
muft make a regular Attack. . You muft en-
counter the Whole of ZANCHIUS,‘and take ‘his
Arguments in_their regular Conne&ion and De-
pendency on each other. You muft go through
with my Preface, which I preﬁx’d to my Tran-
flation of that great Man. ~ Having carry’d and
difmantled the Ouf-work, you muft next procede
to_demolith the Differtation on the Divine Ar- -
tributes : which having deftroyed, you are, Then,
to affail the Citadel; I mean, thofe five ftubborn
Chapters, which make up the Body of ‘the Trea-
tife itfelf. All the Allies, or the Arguments drawn
from Scripture and Reafon, muft likewife be put
to the Sword. This fhould you attempt to do,
in a Manner worthy of a Scholar and a Divine ;
I fhall have no Objettion (if Life and Health
continuz) to meafuring Swords, or breaking a
Pike, with you. Controverfy, properly conducted,
is a Friend to Truth, and no Enemy to Bene-
volence. When the Flint and the Steel are in
Confli&t, fome Sparks may iffue, which may both
warm and enlighten.—But I have no Notion of
encountering a I/de mill, in lieu of a Giant. If,
therefore, you come againft me (as now) with
Straws, inftead of Artillery ; and with Chaff; in
the Room of Ammunition ; I fhall difdain to give

: you
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you Battle: I  fhall only laugh at you from the
Ramparts.

- Much lefs, if you defcend ta your cuftomary
Recourfe, of Falfe Quotations, defpicable Inveétive,
and unfupported Dogmatifms; fhall I hold my-
felf obliged to, again, enter the Lifts with you.
An Opponent, who thinks to add Weight to his
Arguments, by Scurrility and Abufe; refembles
the infane Perfon, who rolled himfelf in Mud,
in order to make himfelf fine. I would no more
enter into a formal Controverfy, with fuch a Scrib-
bler, than I would contend, for the Wall, with a
Chimney-fweeper.

When fome of your Friends gave out, two or
three Months before your late doughty Pub-
lication, that Mr. Fobn (as they call you) was
Jbutting bimfelf up *, in order to anfwer the Tran-
flator of Zancaivus; I really imagined, that fome-
thing tolerably refpectable was going to make
its Appearance. But ‘

Quid dignum tanto tulit bic Promiffor Hiatu ?
- After

® Dreadful bis Thunders, awhile unprinted, roar 3
- Bat, when once publify’d, they are beard no more.
So, diffant Bug-bears fright : but, mearer draw,
The Block’s a Block, and turms to Mirth your dwe.
Dr. Youxac,
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After the teeming Mountain had beed /)mwtz
up a competent Time, long enough to have been
brought. to bed of an HercuLes; forth creeps

- a puny, toothlefs Moufe ! a Moufe, of heteroge-

neous Kind: having little more than its Head.
and 7a#/ * from YOU ; and the main of its Body
made up of fome manc:lcd, caﬁratcd Citations
from ZancHius.

~—-—Currente Rotd, cur Urceus exit 2.

If I may judge of the Future, by the Paft, and
unlefs . you amend greatly in a fhort Time ; your
Four-peuny Supplement, when ‘it appears; will be
no lefs inconfiderable, than the Penny Sheet, already.
extant. And, as the Moufe is not cheap, at a
Penny ; 1 am very apprehenfive, the Rat, when it
ventures out; will be far tog dear at a Groaz.

‘Hitherto, your Treatment of ZamcHivs re-
fembles That of fome clumfy, bungling Anatomg/) $
who, in the Diffection of an Animal, dwells much
on the larger and more obvious Particulars; but
quite omits the Nerves, the Lymphatics, the Muf-
cles, and the mott interefting Parts of the complia
cate Machine. Thus, in your piddling Extract
from the Pamphlet you have thought proper to
curtail, you only give a few of the larger Qutlines ;
mthour at all entering into the Spirit of the Sub-

. D o je&,

® The Almm/émnt, on the Back-fide of M, Wcﬂqs
itle-page ; and his concluding Paragraph, P. 13.
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J¢&, or fo miuch as producing (fo far from attemipt-

ing to refute) any of the turning Points, on which

the Argument depends. . Wrench the fineft Eye,

that ever fhone in a Lady’s Head, from its Socket ;-
and it will appear frightful and deformed : where-

as, in its natural Connection, the Symmetry and

Brilliancy, the Expreflivenefs and the Beauty, are:
confpicuous. So it, often, fares with Authors.

A detached Sentence, artfully mifplaced, or unfea-

fonably introduced ; malicioufly applied, or un-"
fairly cited ; may appear to carry an Idea, the very

Reverfe of its real Meaning. But re-place the

diflocated Paffage, and its Propriety and Impor-’
tance are reftored. ‘T would wifh every unpreju-

diced Perfon, into whofe Hands your Abridgment
of my Tranflation has fallen, to fufpend his Judo-

ment concerning it, ’till he fees ‘the Tranflation
itfelf. -On comparing the Two together, he will,

at once, perceive, how candid and Aonef you are 5

and what Quantity of Confidence may be rcpofcd.
on your Integrity as a Citer.

When 1 advert to the unjuﬁ and indecent Man-
ner, in which you attacked the late excellent' Mr.
Hervey ; above all, when I confider how daringly:
free you have made with THE ScrIPTURES -
themfelves, both in your Commentaries,- and in:
‘your Alterations. of the Text itfelf ; I ceafe to
wonder: at the audacious. Licentiouliefs.. of your
Pen, refpecting me. 1 fhould rather wonder, if

you treated any Opponent thh Eqmty, or can-
. . vaﬂ"ed

-
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vafled any Subje@ impartially. Rife but once to
tHIs, and I fhall both wondér and rejoice.

You give me to underftand, that I am but
* A young Tranflator.”” Granted. Better, how-
ever, to be a young Tranflator, than an o/d Pla-
giary. Which of our ancient Divines have you
not evaporated and fpoiled ? and made them fpeak
a Language, when dead; which they would have
ftarted from, with Horror, when alive ? * ‘

Yet, Brutus is an bonorable Man !

How miferably have you pillaged even my Pub-
lication ? Books, when fent into the World, are,
no doubt, ‘in fome Senfe, public Property. Zan-
cHius, if you chofe to buy him, was yours to’
read ; and, if you thought yourfelf equal to the
Undertaking, was yours to anfwer : but he was
not yours, to mangle. Remember, how narrowly
you efcaped a Profecution, fome Years azo, for -
pirating the Poems of Dr. Younae,

. I would wifh you to keep your Hands from
literary Picking and Stealing. However, if yoy
. cannot refrain from this Kind of Stealth, you can
abftain from murdering what you fteal. You ought
not, with A4bab, to kill, as well as take Poffeffron *
nor, Giant like, to ftrew the Area of your Den
with the Bones of fuch Authors as you have fu;ed
and flain, b
D2 On

® See almo@t every Part of what Mr. Wefiey mi'f_calls, ‘TLe
Chriflian Library.
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+ On moft Occafions, you are toa prone to fet up
your own infallible Judgment as the very Lapis
Lydius of Right and Wrong. Hence the Firebrands,
Arrows, and Death, which you hurl at thofe, who
prefume to vary from the Oracles you dictate.
Hence, particularly, your illiberal and malevolent
Spleen againft the Proteftant Diffenters * 5 though,

' yourfelf

* ¢ How little is the Cafe mended at the Meeting ? either
¢ the Tcachers are new-light Men, denying the Lord that
« bought them; or they are Predeflinarians, and fo preach Pre-
¢¢ deftination and final Perfeverance, more or lefs. Nor is it
« expedient for any Methodift Preacher to imitate the Diffen-
s¢ ters in their Manner of Praying : either in his Tone, or in his
«¢ Language, or in the Length of his Prayer. Neither fhould we
¢« fing, like them, in a flow, drawling manner, We fing fwift,
¢ both becaufe it faves Time, and becaufe it tends to awake
¢¢ and enliven the Soul,”

Mr. Wefiey’s Preferv. againft Unfettled Notions, P. 244.

How much more Civilly, not to fay Cordially, this Gen-
tleman fhakes Hands with the Papifts, let his own Words de-
ciare : ¢ Can nothing be done, even allowing us, on botb fides,
¢¢ to retain our own Opinions, for the foftening our Hearts
« towards each other ?—My Dear Friend, confider. Iam
¢ not perfuading you to /eave or change your Religion : but to
¢ follow after that Fear and Love of Gop, without which, all
¢ Religion is vain. I fay nota Ward to you, about your
¢ Opinions, or outward Manner of Wor/bip.—We ought, with-
¢ out this endlefs jangling abeut Opinions, to provoke one
s¢ another to Love and to good Works. Let the Points, wherein
#¢ we differ, ftand afide. Hereareenough, wherein we agree.—
#6- O Brethren, let us not il fall out by the Way !

Mr. Wefley's Letter to a Roman Catholic, P. 4, 8, 10.

- -

Far be it from me, to charge Mr. #/:y with a Fondnefs
for all the groffer Parts of Popery. Yet, I fear, the Partition
between that Church and Him, is fomewhat t4inner than might
be withed.  Or, rather, like the luving Pyramus and Tk,
they endgaver to remedy the Want of a perfect Co-alition,
'b)’ kifling each other through an Hole in the Wall. )
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yourfelf are, ‘in many refpe(ts, ‘a Differter of the
worft Kind. I would not, however, by this De-
claration, be underftood, as if I meant to difhonor
that refpectable Body, by clafling yox with rHEM ;
for you ftand alone, and are a Diffenter-of a Caft
peculiar to yourfelf. And yet, like Henry 1. you
are for making the Length of your own Arm, the
Standard-meafure for every Body elfe. No wonder,
therefore, that you eminently inherit the Fate of
Ifbmael : that your Hand is againft every Man, and
every Man’s Hand againft you. Strange! thatone,
who pleads, fo ftrenuoufly, for univerfal Love in
the Deity ; thould adopt fo little of the Love, for
which he pleads ! that a Perfon, of Principles fo
large, fhould have an Heart fo narrow ! Bigots, of
every Denomination, are much the fame: and, of
all Vices, Bigotry is one of the meaneft and moft
mifchievous. Its fhriveled, contracted Breaft leaves
no Room for the noble Virtues to dilate .and play.
Candor, Benevolence, and Forbearance, become
{mothered and extinguithed : partly, from being
crampt by Littlenefs of Mind ; partly, from being
overwhelmed with Intelle¢tual Duft.  Bigotry,.is a

determined Enemy to Truth ; inafmuch as iteflen-

tially interferes with Freedom of Enquiry, reftrains

the grand indefeafible Right of private Fudgment, -
confines our Regards to 4 Party, and, by limiting

the Extent of Moderation and mutual Gggd-will,

tears up CHar1TY by the very Roots. In*thort,

Bigotry is the very Effence of Popery; and, too

pften, leads its Votaries, before they are aware,

X nQ
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into the Bofom of that pretended Church, whofe
Doctrines and Maxims are the worft Corruption of
the beft Religion thatever was. And, though this
baneful Vice is fo uncomfortable, in itfelf ; fo comtrary
to the Genius of the Gofpel ; and fo extenfively
perniéiaus, in its Effe@ts; yet, is it not as common,
as it is deteftable ? May All Gop’s Children be
enabled to caft it, with the reft of their Idols, e
the Moles and to the Bats!

You have, obliquely, given me a fneering Lec-
ture upon *“ Modefty, Self-diffidence, and Tender-
“ n¢fs” to Opponents : And, it muft be owned,
that the Leflon. comes with a peculiar Grace,
and quite in Character, from YOU. The Words
found well : But, like many other Prefcribers, you
Jfay, and do not, Elfe, why do you reprefent me
as telling my Readers, that they muft, ¢ upoa
¢ Pain of Damnation, believe, that only One
¢ Perfon in Twenty is eleted ?”” Why do you
introduce me as enjoining them to believe, nnder
the fame Penalty, that ¢¢ The Ele¢t fhall be faved,
¢ do what they will ; and the Reprobate damn’d,
¢ do what they can ?* This is a Sample, indeed,
of your own Modefty, Tendernefs, and Self-diffi-
.dence: but, God forbid, that I thould give fuch
-difmal Proof of mixe. 1 believe, and Preach,
.that the Chofen  and:- Ranfom’d of the Lord are
.appointed to Salvation through Sanclification of the
-Spirity and Beli¢f of the Truth : And, with regard
~ 40 the reft, that they will be Condemn’d, not for
Lo ' coing

—~—
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doing what “they can in a moral -Way, but for.
NOT doing what they can: for zas believing.the
Gofpel Report 3 and for not. ordermg theu' Con-
verfation according to lt.

/

v Let me lil__cewife afk you, when, or where, I
ever prefumed to afcertain the Number of God’s.
Ele@ ? Point out the Treatife, and, the .Page,.
wherein I ‘affert, that only < One in Twenty of
<¢ Mankind are Elected.” Thc Book of Life is
not in your keepmg, nor in mine.. The Lord, and
zhe Lord only, knoweth them t,bqt are His.  He
alone, who zelleth the Number of the Stars,” and
calleth them all by their Names s calleth alfo kis
own Sheep by Name, and leadetb them out 3 firlky
from a State of Sin into a State of Grace, :and
then into the State of Glory. Yet, as the Learned
and Devout Brza exprefles himfelf, < I fhal}
¢ never blufh to abide by that Simplicity, which
« the Holy Spirit, fpeaking in the Scriptures,
¢ hath been pleafed to adopt *”: And .’tis - but.
too certain, that, in the Scriptures, .are fuch aw-
ful Paflages as thefe ; Broad is.the Way, and
wide the Gate, which leadeth to Deftruflian,. and
MANY there be that go in thereat: While, on
the other Hand; Straight is the Guote, ‘and nar~’
row is the Way, that leadeth unto Life, and rew
there be that ﬁnd it.—MaNy are called, but Fzwe

K 1, N h u&'bﬂfflﬁ
R A = ’ RN A .

. ® Me werd gﬂ:ul Sm;lmlam,, W”!“SP S, ppplmw w,) "ye

quam pudebir, BEza, in Matth, ii, z.
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chofen.—Fear not, LiTTLE Flock for ‘tis your-
Fatber’s goed Pleafure to give you the Kingdom.—
There is @ ReMNaNT, according to the Elefiion
ef Grace. Declarations, of this tremendous Im-
port, inftead of furnithing you with Fuel for
Contention, and fetting you on a prefumptucus
and fruitlefs Calculation of the Number that fhall’
be faved, or loft; thould rather bring you on
your Knees before God, with your Hand upon
your Breaft, and this Cry in your Lips:  Search
¢ me, O Lord, and try me; prove me alfo, and

" ¢ examine my Thoughts. Shew me, to which
¢ Clafs I belong. Give me folid Proof that my
¢ Name is in the Lamb’s Book of Life, by
¢¢ making it clear to me that I am in the Faith.”
And ever remember, that true Faith utterly dif~
claims all Ground of Pretenfion to Juftification
and Eternal Life, but on the fole Footing of
God’s abfolute Grace, and the Mefliah’s fini’d
Redemption. Prracianism . is for ferving the
Deity, as Pope Celefiine 1. is faid to have treated
the Emperor Henry VI. It quite kicks off the Crown
from the Head of Sovereign Grace; and makes the
Will of God bend, and truckle, and fhape itfelf to
the Caprice of Man. ARMINIANISM, fomewhat
more fpecious, but altogether as pernicious, cuts
the Crown in fwo, by dividing the Praife of Sal-
vation between God and ‘Man, and fairly runs
away with Half. ' On the contrary, that FAITH
which is of Divine Operation, acts like the Empe-~
sor Charles V. when he retired from the Throne:
. : oL . . o If

Al
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It refigns the Crown entirely, and renounces it for
ever, without referving fo much as a fingle Jewel
for Itfelf.

Should the Holy Spirit vouchfafe to lead you
thus far ; you will, then, no longer be ready to.
obje@, that ¢ The Ele& fhall be fav’d, do what
“'they will:” For you’ll know, by Heart-felc
Experience, that the Converted Ele& are, and
¢annot but be, ambitious to perform all thofe
good Works, in which God hath ordained them
to walk ; and to a& worthy of Him, who hath,
gracioufly and cffectually, called them to his
Kingdom and Glory.

Your pretended Fear of .fatiomianifim, like
your real Fear of the Comet, which was expected
to have appear’d a few Years back, is per-
fe&ly idle and chimerical. You publicly tel-
tify’d your Apprehenfions, that the Jatzer would
dry up our Rivers, and burn up our Vegeta-.
bles, if not reduce the Earth itfelf to a Cinder.
But your Prophecies prov’d to be * The bafe-
¢¢ Jefs Fabric of a Vifion;” and our Rivers,
T'rees, and Earth, remain as they were.—Nor will
the Doctrines of Grace, experimentally received.
into the Heart, deftroy, or weaken, the Qbliga-.
tions of moral * .Virtue. On the contrary, they.

E ‘ will

* Confcionfnefs of Guilt, and, Dread of Deteftion, fre-

guently put bad Men upon entering thofe Accufations ggainft. -

their Opponcnts, which, without Fnch a timely Precaution,
they:
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will operate on the Practice, not like your fcorchs
ing Comet on our Globe; but like the genial
Beams of the Sun: which diffufe Gladnefs, and
woccalion Fruitfulnefs, wherever they arife. Who-
ever wifhes in earneft to lead a e Life, muft,
firft, cordially embrace the good o/d Dofrine of
Salvation 'by Grace alone.—In fhort, your own
Tenet, of finlefs Perfection, leads, directly, to the
groflett Antinomianifm. 1 once knew a Lady,
whom. you had inveigled into your Pale, and
who, in a thort Space, profeft herfelf perfes. Be-
ing in her Company, fome Time after, I pointed
out a Part of her Condu&, which, to me, feem’d

* hardly

they aré jully apprehenfive, will be charg’d upon themfelves :
like the apoftate Spirits in Miltox, who were for turning theif
_own Torments into Weapons againit Heaven. Such is' the
prudent Cordu of very many Arminians. Fully aware, that
their own Lives are none of the beft, they affe to cry out
againft Celvinifin, as though fhe was the very Mother and
Nurfe of Licentioufnefs. Were fhe rcally fo, what Myriads
would defert the Standard of Araminius, and flock to the
Banner of Calvin ! But all, who are capable of Difcernment,
know, that the pretended licentious Tendency of Calvinijm
(fo, called) is no more than idle Florith and empty Declama-
tion. Were the Dofrines of Grace unfavorable to firict Mos
rality, we fhould quickly fee them the reigning Syftem of the
Age. OUn the contrary, they are rberefore, at prefent, unfa.
fhionable, becaufethey make no Allowance for the Wicked--
nefs of the Wicked. ’Tis a fundamental Axiom, with us,
who abide by the Principles of the Refsrmation, that Holinefs
of Heart and Life is (not the Caufe, Price, oy Conditicn, but, ,
* which adds infinitely fironger Security to the Interefts of moral
virme) an ¢ffential and infeparable Part of that wery Salvation,
to which the Elet were chofen from everlafting. A Calviniff
muft, confequently, fenodnce both the Letter and the Spifit
of his own conflitutive Principles .(/e. he muft ceafe to ér 2
Calvinift), e’er-he can,. confiftently, degencrate into a Sen-

fualift,
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hardly compatible with a finlefs State. Her An--
fwer was to this Effet: ¢ You are no -compe-
¢ tent Judge of my Behavior. You are not,
¢ yourfelf, perfectly fantified ; and therefore fee:
¢ my Tempers and Actions through a falfe Me-.
“ dium. 1 may, to you, feem angry: but my
¢ Anger is only Chriftian Zea/.”—1I could, more-
over, mention the Names of fome of your gxondam
Followers, who, from profefling themfelves fin-.
lefs, have caft off all Appearance of Godlinefs,
and are working all Manner of Iniquity with Gree-
dinefs. If you are in fearch of Antinomians, truly
and juftly fo called; you muft look for them,
not among thofe whom you term Calvinifis, but
among your own hair-brained * Perfeitionifis. Had

E 2 ' © -nog

* I might, with too much juftice, add, that fome of Mr.
B’s own /lay-DPreackers are, indifputably, to bz number'd
among pradical Antinomians. Thefe, however, are regarded,
by their Partifans, as wery excellent Men, that have not yet
arttain’d to Perfection, tho’ they arein a fair away for it.—If Mr.
Wefley fhould have the Front to deny, that any of his preaching

"Mechanics are Men of loofe Lives; I have it in my Powerto .

appeal to Fafs, which a Tendernefs for thofe Perfons, as In- .
dividuals of Mankind, and a Concern for the Honor of hu-
man Nature in general, reftrain me, at prefeat, from holding
up to public View —Nor would I be thought to hint at thefe
‘Things, with pleafurable Triumph. I feel oo irongly tor
the Interefts of Chriftian Obedience, and for the Happinefs oi
Souls, to exult over the Vices of the Vicious ---But, when

Men, whofe Lives would be a Difgrice to Hzatheniim ;

when Men, whom Socrates or Sencca would have blufh’d o
own for Difciples ; take upon them to arraign the Dodrines
of the Scriptures, and of our Effablifted Churck, under a Pre-
tence of guarding againft thofe Immoralities' of which they
themfelves are notorious and noon-day Examples---What can
fuch fhamelefs Railers expedt, byt to have their own reql
Crimes delusvedly expofed.? . .
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not you yourfelf (to remind you of but one In-
ftance) a Proof of it, not very long ago? You.
formed a Scheme, of colleting as many perfes#

ones as you could, to live together under one Roof. -

A Number of thefe Flowers were accordingly-
tranfplanted, from fome of your Nurfery-beds, to
the Hot-boufe. And an hot Houfe it foon proved.
For, would we believe it? the fin/e/s People quar-
velled, in a fhort Time, at fo violent a Rate, that
you found yourfelf forced to difband the Select
Regiment. lHad you kept ’em together much
longer, that Line would have been literally veri-

“fy’din thefe fquabbling Members of your Church
Militant 5

 The Males pull’d Nofes, and the Females Caps.

‘A very fmall Houfe, I am perfuaded, "would
hold the really Perfeii, upon Earth. You might
drive them ALL into a Nut/bell. But to return,

I cannot difmifs your Cbjeétion, concerning
the fuppofed Fewsnefs of Gop’s truly ele&t People,
without obferving, that, how few foever they may
appear, and really be, in a fingle Generation, and
as balanced with the Many Unrighteaus among
whom they live below; yet, when the whole
Number of the Redeemer’s Jewels is made up—
when the entire Harveft of His Saints is gathered
in—when His complete Myftic Body is preferted,
collettively, before the Throne of His Father;
they will amount to an exceding great Multitude,
which no Man can number. Qn Earth, the Com-

pany
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pany of the Faithful may, to us, who know but
in Part, refemble El/jjab’s Cloud, which, act firft,
feemed no bigger than a Man’s Hand : whereas, in
the Day of Gop, they will be found to overfpread
the whole Heavens. They may appear, Now, to-
ufe Ifaiab’s Phrafe, but as Two or Three Berries on
the Top of a Bough, or as four er fve in the moft
Sraitful branches thereof 5 but they fhall, Ten, be
like the Tree in Nebuchadnezzar’s Vifion, the
Height of which reached unto Heaven, and the Sight
of it to the End of all the Earth : the Leaves whereof
were fair, and the Fruit thereof much. The King-
dom of Glory will both be more largely, and more

- war.oufly, peopled; than Bigots, of all Denomina-.
tions, are either able to think, or willing to allow.

Go now, Sir, and dazzle the Credulous with
your mock Viétory over the fuppofed Reprobation
of ¢ Nineteen in Twenty.” Go on to'chalk hideous.
Figures on your Wainfcot ; and enjoy the glorious
Triumph of battering your Knuckles in fighting
them. Butfather no more of your hideous Figures
onme. Do not drefs up Scare-crows of your own,
and then affe® to run away from them as mine.
I do not expect to be treated, by Mr. Fobn Wefley,
with the Candor of a Gentleman, or the Meeknefs
of a Chriftian; but I with him, for his Reputa-
tion’s Sake, to write and act with the Honefty of
an Heathen.

- You affe@ to. be deemed a Minifter of the
. National. Church, Why, then, do you decry
. :  her
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her' Dogrines, and, as far as in you lies, fap her
Difcipline ? That you decry her Doltrines, needs
no Proof : Witnefs, for Example, the wide Dif~
crepancy, between Her Decifions and Yours, on the
Articles of Free-will, Tuftification, Predefination,
Perfeverance, and finlefs Perfeition 5 to fay nothing
concerning your new-fangled Doétrine of the Jn-,
termediate State of Departed Souls, ®

That you, likewife, do not overflow with Zeal
for the Difcipline + of the Church of Exgland, is
mani-

* In Mr. #efley’s firlt Edition of his Notes on the New Tef-
tament, publithed in 1755, are the Two following Affestions :
than which, even be himiclf has, perhaps, never given a more
ftriking Specimen of Prefumption and Inconfiffency. ¢ Enocu
. and%u JAH are not in Heaven, but only in Paradife; * Note
on Jobniii. 13. * ENoch and Evijan enter'd at oaceinto the
<« bigheft Degree of Glory, awithout firft avaiting in Paredife
Note on Rew. xix. 20.---This it is, to be wile above what is
written !

1+ Mr. Wefley’s re-baptization of fome adult Perfons is ano-
ther Proof of this charge. I could point out, by name, more
than One, who have undergone, from his Hands, a Re.tera-
tion of that facred Ceremony. I fhall only, at prefent, men-
tion a fingle Inftance, which I had from the Per{on herfelf,
with Permiflion to publith her Name, at full length, in cafe
Mr. #. thould deny the Fa&. Mrs, L. §. now living in
Southavark, was baptized, in a bathing Tub, in a Cellar, by
Mr. Jobn Wefley; who, atthe Time, ield her down fo very
long under Water, while he deliberately pronounc’d the
‘Words of the Adminiftration, that fome Friends of hers, who
were prefent, fcream’d out, from an Apprehenfion that the
was actually drown’d : and fhe herfelf was fo far gone, thac
fhe hegan to grow infenfible, and was lifted out of the Water
but jutt Time cnough to fave her Life.---Yet this is the Man,
who, in the Writings which he has publifh’d to the World, pro-
feffes to hold Infant-Baptilm, and-that by Sprinkling, nog by
Immerfion! - - _

Luo tencam Fultus muiaatem Protea Nodo 2
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rhanifelt, not only from the numerous and intricatd

Regulations, with - which you fetter * your Socies
' . ' tie$

~ ® The Rules of what Mr. #efley calls the Band So«
sieties, demonftrate the miferable Servitude of thofe who
are admitted into that goffiping Club. “The whole of
thefe Rules would be too tedious to infert, One or two
of them, as Samples of the reft, may not be unacceptable
to the Reader, o o
¢ o fpeak, tach of us in Order, freely and plainly, the
¢ true State of our Souls ; with the F AULTs we bave commit=
¢ ted, in THOUGHT, WORD, or DEED ; and the TEMP-
 TATIONS we have felt, fince our lafi Merting. :
* < To defire fome Perfon among us, to [peak bis own Siate
<« fieft, and then qfk the rgft, in order, as MANY and as
€ sEARCHING Queflions as may be, concerning their State,
¢ Sins, and Temptations.” . o
Among the Queflions, propos’d to fuch as are Candi-
ddtes for Admithon into this preterded Sanétum Santlorym,
is the following : LA
- <« Isit your Defire and Defign, to be, on this and all other
¢ Occafiansy ENTIRELY OPEN, fo as to SPEAK EVERY
¢ THING THAT Is IN YOUR HEART, without Excep-
¢ 110N, without DIsGUISE, and without RESERVE ?”
. The printed Account,” from whénce thefe Extralts:
were taken verbatim, adds; that the five following Quefs
tions are to be afk’d at every Meeting : :
- ¢ 1, What knswn SINs have you committed, fince our lafd
& Meeting 2 : : '
¢ 2. What TEMPTATIONS have you met with?
¢ 3. How was you deliver'd ? ©
¢ 4. What have you THOUGHT, SAID, ér DONE, ¢f
% which you doubt whether it be Sin or not ?
¢ 5. Have you NOTHING you defire to keep @ SECRET P
. The Reader, doubtlefs, will, on this Qccafion, be
reminded of the Popifh Praltice of Auricular Confeffion.’
For my own Part, I make no Scruple to acknowledge,
that Confyffion, as manag’d in the Church of Rome, is®
infinitely preferable to Confcffion, as conduéted under the
Aufpices of Mr, #efley. 1n thofe Countries, where Pox:

pery
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ties, but from the Meafures, you lately “perfued,
when a foreign Mendicant was in England, wha
went by the Name of Erafinus, and ftyled himfelf
Bithop of Arcadia. This old Gentleman paffed
for 4 Prelate of the Greek Church; though, to
me, it feems not improbable, that he might rather
be a Member of the Remip. Thus much, how-
. ever,-is certain 3 that the Chaplains of the then
Ruffian  Embaflador, here, knew nothing about
him ; and that, to this Day, the Greek Church,
in Amjfterdam, beliéve him to have been an Impof-,
tor. With Regard to this Perfon, I take the
Liberty of putting one or two plain Queries to
you.

3. Did you, or did you not, get him * to ordain

feveral of your Lay-preachers, according to the

Manner of what he called the Greek Ritual ? -

2. Did

pery is eftablithed, Confeffion is'made only to ere Perfon,
and he a Prieft: who, if he divulges what is made known
to him under the Chara&er of Confeflor, is liable, by Law,
to fuffer Death. But, in thefe Band Societies, the moft
open and unreferv’d Confeffion, is, it feems, made, in the:
Hearing of a Dozen or Twenty old Women and Boys,
who are at Liberty to blab out all they hear, without be-
.inﬁ obnoxious to any Penalty at all.
fhall only tranfcribe, from the above Account, the two
following Rulesy impos’d on thefe fame Societys :
1. ¢ To wear no needlefs Ornaments; fuch .as Rings,
¢ Ear-rings, Necklaces, Lace, Ruffles. .
. 2. % T4 ufe no needlefs Self-indulgencey fuch as, taking
% SNUFF, or TOBACCO : unlefs preferibed by the Phyfician,™

#* There is fomething valtly curious in the Letter of.

QOrders, which this Vagrant gave to the Perfons he pretena.

ded
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‘4, Did thefe Lay-preachers of yours, or did they *

not, both drefs, and officiate, as Clergymen of the: -

Church of England, in- Confequence of that Ordiv -,
nation ¥ And under the Sanion of your owni
s . i F 7 avowed

ded to ordain. I once faw an Otiginal Letter, ot Certi-
ficate, of this kind, fign’d by himfelf. Tt was written in.
very mean Greet: and, which added to my Perfuafion of
Erafmus’s being an Impoftor, was drawn up, not in the
modern Greek, which the Chriftians of that. Church
now ufe, but in the antfent : and, if I am.not greatly
millaken, the Weords were likewife accented. 1 read it
over, twice ; and moft fincerely with, I had taken a Copy
of it: But, at that Time, I tegarded it only as an Arti-
cle of prefent Curiofity.---A Friend of mine, howevery
who. improved his Opportunity rather better, took a
Tranflation of it; which, on my after Requeft, he fa-
vor'd me‘with: and, upon the Strength of Memory, F
can ventare to aflure the Public, that the Verfion i3, .
materially, a juit one, .I belicve it to be perfectly fo. Ik
runs thus; : , o ;
 Our Meafure from ihe Grace, Gift and Power of the
 All-holy and’ Life-giving Spirit, given by our Saviour :fefus
S Chrift to bis arvine and boty Apojiles, ta ordain Sub-deacons
 and Deacons ; and alfo to aduauce to the Dignity Z a
< Prieft I' Of this Grace, which hath defeended to Onr Hy-
¢ mility, I have ordained Sub-deacon' and Deacon, at
“ Snows-fields Ghapel, om the 19th Day of November,
“-1764 ; and at Wells-ftrcet Chapel, on_the 24th of the
¢ fame Month, Prieft ; the Reverend My, W . C. according
¢ 10 the Rules of the holy Apoflles and of our Fuith. More-
‘< gver, I have given to bim Power to minifler and teach, in
¢ all the Warld, the Gofpel of Fefus Chrijt, no one forbidding
¢ him in the Ghurch of God. /;:rgbrt, for that very Pur-
“ pojey I bave made this prejent Letter of Recommendiyiop
¢ from Qur Humility, and bave given it ta the ordained Mr.
“ W, C. for his Certificate and Security. '
*¢ Given and written at London, in Britain, Nopember

S 2415, 1564 ,
L. AT 8y 4',f( ERASMUS, B;/}MP of ARCADlA,'”'
I can-

{4
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avowed Approbation ¢ notwithftanding, putting
Matters at the beft, they could only be Minifters
of the Greck Churchy and which could give them
po legal Right to act as Minifters of the Church
of England. Nay, did you not, repeatedly, de-
clare, that tbeir Ordination, was, to all Intents and
Purpofes, as valid, as your own, which you re-
ceived, forty Years ago, at Oxford ?

" '3. Did you, or did you not, ftrongly prefs this
fuppofed Greek Bithop to confecrate YOU a Bifhop
at Large, that you might be invefted with a Power
of ordaining what Minifters you pleafed, to officiate-
in your Societies as Clergymen ? And, did he not
refufe to confecrate you, . alledging this for his

- Reafon, That, according to the Canons of the

Greek  Church, more than-one Bithop muft be

‘prefent to aflift at the Confecration of 2. new
one? . '

4. In all this, did you, or did you not, pal-
pably violate a certain Oath, which you have re-
peatedly taken ? I mean the Oath of Supremacy :
Parc of which, runs thus ;

dnd

" 1 cannot help fufpeing, that His Humilily, as he ftyles
himfelf, is, if the Truth was known, nearly rclated to
another certain old Gentleman, who, no lefs humbly,
writes himfelf, Servant of the Servants of God. -~ His Humi-
lity of ARCADIA, and His Huinefs of RoME, are, I
doubt not, Sons of ene and the fame Ecclefiaftical Mo-
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And I do detlare, that no ForEIGN Prince, Per=

Jon, PrELATE, State, or Potentate, hath, or aught :
o bave, any Furifdiftion, PowERr, Superiority, Pre-

_ eminence; or Authority, E¢cLESIASTICAL or Sps~

RITUAL, within this Realm: [o belp me Gop.

Now, is not the Conferring of Orders an A& of
the highett Ecclefiaftical Power and Authority? And
was not this Man & Foreigner ? And were not the
Steps, you took, a pofitive Acknowledgment of 3
Sforeign Power and Furifdiftion 2 And was not fuch
Acknowledgment @ Breach of your Oath ?

It matters not, whether Erafmus was, in fa&,"
an Impoftor, or a genuine Greek Bithop. Un-
lefs you was very infincere, you took him to Ze

_ what he paft for. If you did not, you was Party

to a Fraud. Either Way, pretend no longer to
Jove the Church of England ! you, who fo lately
endeavor’d to fet up Imperzum in Imperio ! If you
are honeft, you will either publicly confefs your
Fault ; or, for ever, throw afide your Gown and
Caffock. You will either return to the Service of
the Church, or ceafe to wear her Livery.—You
may -think, perhaps, that I make too free, in
expoftulating with you fo plainly. And yet, on
maturer Thought, I queftion, whether you may
or not. How can Mr. #fley, wha, op all Occa-

i ﬁons, makes fo very free with others ; be angry

with young Tranflators, for copying (tho’ at hum-
ble Diftance) fo venerable an Example? Nor,
}ndccd, ought a Perfon, who, beyond even whag

F2 Truth
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Truth-and Deeency permit, “takes fo gréat Liber-
ties with the reft of his Contemporaricsj to wone
der, if, fo far as Decency and Truth allow, the
reft of his Contemporazies take as great Liberties
with Him, _ . - C

* You complain, I am told, that the Evangeli-
cal Clergy are leaving no Stone untufn’d  to
«¢ raife Jobn Calvin’s Ghoft, in all Quarters of
<t the Land.” If you think the Doétrines of that
Eminent and Blefled Reformer to be formidable
as a Ghoft ; you are welcome to do all you can,
toward /aying them. Begin your Incantations, as
foont as you pledfe. The Prefs js open: and you
never had a fairer Opportunity, of trying your
Strength upon Fokn Calvin, than acprefent. Only,
take Care, that you do not, withall your Skill in
Theological Magic, get yourfelf into a Circle, out
of which .you may find it difficult to retreat —
And, a little to mitigate your Wrath againft the
Raifers of Calvin’s Ghoft; remember, that you
yourfelf have been a great Ghoft-raifer, in your
Time. . Who rais’d the Ghofts of 'Fobn Gocdwin,
the Arminian Regicide 3 and of Thomus Grantbam,
the Arminian Baptift > who. rais’d the Ghoft of
Monfieur * De Renty, the French Papift ; and of
. : B . many

* As a Specimen of Mr. #/y’s Regard to, at leaft,
the Mi:utie of PorERY, I fha'l fele& a few Paflages from
bis Life of this Monfieur De Renty, which now lies before
me. The Reader will obferve, that the Sentences, in+
clos’d with inverted Commas, are Mr. #ifly’s Q WN
Words, _ T e H'
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many other Remifp Enthufiafts; by tranflating

their® Lives into Englifb, for the Edification

.

Proteftant Readers? =~ - . o
' * Should

¢

He fpeaks favorably of this French Papift, for his regu-
larly ¢ faving ihe Itinerarium,” and then ¢ finging the
& Litantes of our Lord,” before he fet out on any Journey;
and for taking due Care to *¢ fing the Vefpers,” while he
was upon the Road. Page 3. Among the Inftances of
Monfieur’s Humility, are reckon’d (Page g and 10.) his
not permiiting ¢ a cufbion to be carvied for him,” when he
went to Mafs § and his frequcntly faying ¢¢ bis Prayers at
& the outfide of the Church,” Alfo, his going abroad, to
vifit a Monaflery, ¢ on Foot,” and that too ¢ in thawing
< Weather ” Nay, he would, fometimes, ¢ traverfe ina
& Manner all Paris,” even when ¢ 1t pour’d down with
“ Rain.” And yet, with all this mad Humility, Mr. De
Renty, it feems, kept a Coach of his own. Had he been
confiftent, he would have entirtly fhorn himfelf of this
fupernumerary Convenience, by laying down his Carriage,
But then; where would have been ‘the Merit of fponta-’
tieoufly traverfing all Paxis on Foot when it pour'd dovon with
Rain? His dutiful Demearor to the Prigy, who had the
Care of his Soul, as its Father-Confeffor, is a Feature of
Mr. De Renty’s Saintthip, on which Mr. #efley, with’
peculiar Rapture, dwells and dilates,* Page 11, & A
“ further Proof of bkis Humility, was his Carriage to bis
¢ "Director. He did Nothing that concern’d bimfeif, with-
 out His Condutt, To Him he prepofed whatever be de-
& figncd, either Ly fpeaking, or writing, clearly and punce
“ tuallv; defiring bis Advice, bis- Pleafure, and his Blef-
¢ fing upon it : and that, with the utmoft Refpet and
«¢"Submiffion. Aud, without ‘Reply, or Difputing, he
« fimply and exactly followed bis Order.” This was good
Catholic Obedience indeed ! and, no Doubt, Mr. I;}ﬂey
had a Virw, in propofing fuch zn Example to the Imita-
fion of his Proteitant Followers. Under the Article of
De Renty's ¢ Self-denial and Mortification,” we are in-
formed (Pag..14.). that ¢ be made. but one Aeal 2 Day

Sfr
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Should you take any Notice of this Letter, I
have Three Requefts to make; or, rather, there
are Three Particulars, on which I have a Right
to infift :

. 1. Don’c
¢ for feveral Years,” and ¢ always of the worfl** Provi-
fions he could meet with, He would < often flep into a-
¢ Baker’s Shop,” and dine on ¢ a Piece of Bread and ¢
¢ Draught of ¥ater.”” From the fame Principle of gloomy-

and unthankful Superftition, he would do Penance, by
< paffing the Night in a Chair,” or lying down ¢ in bis

. % Cloatis and Boots,” or fleeping *“ on a Beuch till Morn-.

”»

¢ jng.” Being at Pontois, ¢ in Winter,” he defired ¢¢ the.
¢ Carmelite Nuns not to make a Fire, or prepare a Bed” for
him. ‘¢ He partedwith feveral Books (Pag. 16.) becaufe”
they were *¢ richly baund.” He ¢ ufed no Glovesy in any
« geaﬁm; wore no Cloaths, but plain and clofe-made ;” and .
¢ carried no Silver” in his Pockets, ¢ except for Charity.”
After which Detail of Aufterities, the Biographer gravel
adds, ¢ I have feen him in his COACH, with a PAGP)J'
¢ and FOOTMAN.” His Coach, I prefume, was to
carry him on Foot, when it rain’'d ; his Page was to hold up
his Cloaths, which were pluin and cloje-med: ; and the
Office of the Foptman was to reach him his Gloves, where-. -
of he wore none inany Seafon.  'Who could ever have fur-
mis’d, that fuch a doletul Series of Mortification and Self-
denial, would end in the Fopperies of a Coach, a Page,.
and a Footman! Mr. De Renty’s Vanity, which mixed
itfelf with his very Aufterities, reminds me of what, I am.

" told, is common in the Streets of Paris: where you may

fec many a blind Beggar bawling for Aims, in a Bag-wig,
his:Hat under his Arm, a wooden Sword by his Side, and
Paper Ruffles adorning the Hand that is extended to re-.
ceive Charity. But to return to the Hero of the Tale.
Having had a Quarrel with his Mother, and the Breach
being made up, ‘¢ be was no fooner rcturned Home, than be
¢ caufed Te Deum tobe fung,” Pag. 24. ¢ He pad great
¢ Rejpect to holy Perfons ; cfpecially to PRIESTS. #hene
¢ cver be met them; be falutea them with profound Humility 3

. “ gndy
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1. . Don’t.quote unfairly.: ', -
2. Don’t imfwér evafively. :

3. Dor’t print clandeftinely.

‘Cant-

- €& and, in bis Travels, would alight off his Horfe to do it.”

Pag. 33. Nor does Mr, #efley omit to inform us, P. 3g,
of Mr.De Renty’s Regard to fuch fugitive Papiflsy as had
either render’d themfelves obnoxious to the Laws at Home,
or prefer’d Begginé in France, to living under an Heretical
Government in Great-Britain, ¢ He was the Firf? that

< motion’a fome Relief to the poor Englith, driven, by PER<

«¢ SECUTION, out.of their cwn Country,”” Nor muft his

very Pilgrimages be overlooked. ¢¢ Guing, one Day, 1o
¢ wifit the Holy Place of Montmatre ; after bis Prayers faid
8¢ jn the Church, be retived into a defolate Part of the Moun-
$¢ tain, near a little Spring, There he kneeled down- to
¢ Prayer: and, that ended, be dined on a Piece of Bread
€¢ and a Draught of Water.” Pag. 45.  'Would it not have
been ftill more devout, not to -have. dined at all, on fuch
boly Ground ! ¢¢ One Day, be vifited a Perfon, who, from
s<a groundlefs Sufpicion, bad cruelly ufed his Wife. Mr.
¢ De Renty accofted him with fuch [oft Language, that be
¢ swas perfuaded, at length, TO GO TO CONFESSION,
¢ gbhich be had not done in tweive Years before.”” P. 47, 48.
Himfelf, fays Mr. Wefley, {peaking of Mr. De Renty’s laft
Tllnefs, ¢ made his CONFESSION, almofl every Day till
¢ bis Death.” Pag. 62. )

I difmifs thefe, and mzny other Paflages in this ob-
noxious Performance, without farther Remark. Their
Tendency is felf-evident. 1 fhall only add, that, if the
- Reader has a Defire to fee flill more enormous Inftances of
Romifb Superftition and Fanaticifm; he will find them in
"Mr. HWefley’s Lives of fome Spanifb Monks (who, more
nationally grave, did not imitate the French Afcetic, by -
retaining their Coaches, Pages, and Footmen), in the la({
Volume, or laft but one, of his Cempilation, entitled,

The Chriftian Library,



[ 40 ]

Canvafs the Points of Doétrine, whercin we
differ, as ftritly as you can. They will ftand
the Teft. They fcorn Difguife. They difdain to
fue for Quarter. TRUTH, like our Firft Pa-
rents in the State of Innocence, can fhew herfelf,
naked, without being either afraid, or atham’d :
And be that doth Truth, cometh to the Light, that
bis Deed.r may be made manifs /t that tbey are 'wrougbt
in Gop,’

May you, at laft, begin to act from this Prin-
ciple, and no longer proftitute your Time and
Talents to the wiredrawing of Chicanery, and
the Circulation of Error! 1 am not infenfible of
your Parts: But, alas! what is diftinguilh’d 5¢-
lity, if not wedded to Integrity 2 No lefs jult, than
ingenious, is the Remark of a Learned and No-
ble Writer: ¢ The Riches of the Mind, like
«¢ thofe of Fortune, may be employ’d fo perverfe-
& ly, as to become a Nuifance and Peft, inftead
“ of an Ornament and Support, to Society.” *

I am
Yours, &c, '

Wefminfler,
March 26, 1770,

. AUGUSTUS TOPLADY.

- ~

* Dzalvguﬂ ¢f the Dead. P, 29, Edit. 1765.
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;i‘o the Reverend Mr. W;tltef Sellm,x“latellir
“TRANSPLANTED, from the Nclghboh

" hood of Ay de la Zouclz to fomc Part
éf I’bréﬂm'é. }

WING, to. your. Tranfplantation, above-mién--

 tioned, T am ignorant ‘of your prefent _ Place of
Abode ; and muft, therefore, direét to you at lzn'ge
T have obtained 1 Sight 6f your late SctiGures on M.
Etista Cotts, juft Time enough to fave the Prefs
“Thefe 8triures are; it feerms; the joint-Progeny of M.
Wefley ard Yourfelf : a Par nobile I'{m rutram, whefe usited
Labers have been exerted, for feveral Years laft paft, i
feraping together; and licking Thts Form; the Matékidls
of - this }ong-threatcn’d ‘Fubhination, Coﬂfeqﬂently,
thoever may deeh {t worth his While to éncouhtet the
Cubs will have' the sdditioital Satisfaction of ﬁrmg:
the T'wo pal‘éntar Brothers at one and t’he famé Time.

STRUL .

For my qwn Part, I aﬁ'ure YOU Slr, in particular,
who(e I*{amc adorns thc Dlre&lon of this Poﬁfcnat,
vrhal: I Thould have left you in peal:ea'ble “Paflellion of
your ablolyte In{‘gmﬁcancy, had not the laft Page pf
yout Préface induc’d me to ‘co-incide with yous apparent
With, by leiiding you my Hand, to lift you from your
painfyl ObfCiirity. "How miuch’ Credis- you may gain, by
this’ my A& of Indulgence ; and what Figure you may
make, in the Courfe of the Exhibition ; Time will, pro-
* bably,

~
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bably, glve you to feel.—At prefent, I have only Roam
to obferve, That, in the aforefaid PREFACE (which the
Style dgmonftrates to be all your own), you vibrate your
Lilliputiun Spear at e ; and give me to underftand,
thag 7 am Next uponthe Lift of Thofe, who dre to feel
the Weight of your broken Bulrufh. 1 havc publifh’d,
you tell the, a ¢ Curioxs Pzrfarmance concerning PRE-
DESTINATION : which faid curious Performance has, 1
here'by find, rais’d the Briftles of a very curious Adyerx
fary, who is fo polite, as to inform me, that I am a
Malmfbury Hobbift, a Blafphemer, and. a. vile Slanderer.
Convenient Names, which DUuLLNESs is never at a Lofs
for, .
When Fa)zcy _ﬂag: and Senfe is at a Stand.
- So much for. the Rhctoncal FIowm, with whiell' the
- gentle Brefacer crowns the Broyv of his jmagindry Victim.
But the prefent C/mp?et is, it feems, only the Sample of 2
whole Garlandto come. 1am to bemade ¢ The Subjet of
<< anather Picce;” wherein I am to be drubbed, ex pro-
/) ]Zv. that is to fay, ¢ Unlefs it be done by [ome Abler
“ Hand, which,” adds my Hero, “ I conld wifb to fee.”
N The plain Englifb of This, is: Mr. Fobn We 2fley’s Maftif
(who now only fnarl:) will a&ually bark at the mif-
. chieveus Vicar of Broad Hembury, UNLESS Mr. Foby
]llmfelf, the Maﬁlﬁ"s Owner, fave his poor ‘Cur. the
Trouble, by roaring in proprid Ptrﬁua. R

€

1 muﬁ howavel‘, “inform’ them" bOth to their no ﬁnall
) D:fcomfort, ‘That, let them roar ‘ever fo Iaud and ever fo
. Jong ; and be ita Solo, ot be it'a Duetto'; they will not rob
‘the naughty Vicar of one " Moment’s Repofe : though

. they may, perhaps, render it proper for him to repeat
‘hls Trefpaffes on, thc Rublic ¢ Condefcenﬁon. L :

BROAD HEMBURY : RPN A T'

Fela. 9 17Hd P
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