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A

SER M Ο Ν

Ο Ν

I Pet. iv.
14.

If any Manſpeak, let himſpeakas the oracles

of God,

A

Precept like this of St. Peter, St. Paul alſo

has given us ; commanding, that if any man

propheſy, he ſhould doit according to the propor

tion or analogy of faith, as it is termed,i. e . accord .

ing to the general tenor of ſcripture ; interpreting

one paſſage ſo, as not to contradict another ; but

that there may be a perfect harmony, and agree

ment throughout the whole. Perhaps there may be

this difference in the deſign of the words of the two

apoſtles : St. Paul's words may have more imme.

diate reference to public preachers ; St. Peter's ſeem

to concern all chriſtians in general . If anyman speak,

i . e . of the things of God ; of the doctrine of

chriſtianity, whether he be a public preacher or a

private chriſtian , let him speak as the oracles of

God .

In diſcourſing upon theſe words, I ſhall confider

how the oracles of God, the holy ſcriptures ſpeak ,

that we may know how we alſo ought to ſpeak of

the things ofGod ; and that as to matter, manner
and deſign.

1 Ass
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I. As to matter : 1. Theſe facred oracles fpeak ,

that we are all by nature falien finners ; that we

are evil branches of an evil root, and in our fileſ , in

this corrupt, fallen nature, there dwells no manner

of thing that is good, Rom . vii . 18 . Whatſoever we

may boaſt of, as being born in a chriſtian country,

we are by nature children of Wrath , even as others,

Eph . ii. 3. For there is no difference ; for all have

finned and come ſhort of the glory of God ; ofthat glo .:

rious image ofGod in which man was at firſt created ;

Rom . iii. 22, 23. Thou that fancielt thyſelf ſo very

righteous and very good , this is thy condition by
nature. And notwithſtanding all thy prayers, du .

ties , and good works, ſo called , thou art ſtill, while

thou art out of Chriſt, and Chriſt out of thee, as vile

as the vileft, an heir of hell and endleſs wrath. This

is likewiſe expreſsly declared inthe oracles of God :

for it is written, If any man have notthe ſpirit of

Cbrifi, be is none of his ; and they that are in the fleſh

cannot pleaſe God, Rom . viii. 8 , 9. Which words in-.

timate to us, that ſome men are not in Christ, nor

Chriſt in them , in a faving manner. A truth elſe .

where moſt expreſsly declared in the oracles ofGod .

Therein we are taught, that ſome, notwithſtanding

the redemption that there is in Jeſus Chriſt, are alie

nated from the life of God ; enemies to him in their

mind, by wicked works, far off from him , as to the

matter of falvation ; yea, without Chriſt and without

God in the world, Eph. ii . 12 , 13.-iv. 18 . Coloſſ.

Theſe oracles of truth likewiſe tell us , who

are in Chrift, or have his fpirit, and who are in the

fleſh and conſequently have not his fpirit. They tell

us, Ifany man be in Chrijt tjus, he is a new creature ;

or there is a new creationin his foul, 2 Cor . v . 17. He

has the mind that was in Chriſt. The fruits of the spi

rit are found in him , which are love, joy , peace, long

ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, or fidelity, meek.

neſs, temperance ; all holy and heavenly tempers and

affections, Gal . v . 22, 23. If then thefe fruits be

not found a man, he is not in Chrift, nor Chriſt

in him. From theſe oracles we learn moreover, that

thafe
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thoſe that are after, or in the fleſh ,do mind, oporyou

ftudy, ſet their affections upon the things of the fleſh,

which are adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, batred,

variancé, emulations, wrath, Arife, ſeditions, hereſes,

envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch

like, Rom . viii . 5. Gal. v. 19, 20 , 21 . So that

while thou art unholy in heart or life, and delighteſt

in thy evil ways, thou art out of Chriſt ; thou art in

the fleſh ;a carnal, unregeneräte finner, and therefore
an heir of helt.

2. The oraclės ofGod ſay that we muſt repent.";

thatGodcommandeth all men every where to repent, Acts

xvii .
30 . And they moreover teach us, that repens

tance is not only a change of Judgment-- a notion in

the head different to what a man had before, but a

conviction in the heart, that he is a fallen finner, in

the miſerable condition juſt now mentioned ; that

all the threatenings in the law of God are juftly his

due ; in ſhort, that he is loft and undone for ever

without Chrift: St. Paul deſcribes his repentance :

thus ; I was alive without the law once ; . butwhen the

commandment came, fin revived and I died, Rom . vii .

9. and this made him groan out O wretched man

that I am, who fall deliver me from the body of this

death ? v. 24. Repenting David ſays, I acknowledge
my tranſgreſſions, and my fin is ever before me, Pfal. li.

3: and ſo ſharp,was the conviction, that he compares

it to breaking the bones, v . 8. and this anguiſh of ſpi.

rit made him pray, that God would waſ him through

ly from his wickedneſs, and cleanſe him from his fin :

that he would create in him a clean beart, and renew a right

Spirit within him ; and promiſes to teſtify the fincerity

of his repentance by his futare obedience to God's

law, v. 2 , 10, 12 , 14, 15 . So ſays God of penitent

Paul, behold be prayeth, Acts ix . 11 .

3 : The oraclesof God ſpeak,that by grace weare

faved throughfaith , Eph. ii. 8. That we are ſaved or

juſtified freely by the grace of God, through the redemp

tion that is in Jeſus Chrift. That a man isjuſtised by

faith alone without the deeds of the law . And that to

brim that worketh not , who hath never done what the

lawi

t
h
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lawof God required not one truly good work in all

his life - but believeth on him that juſtifieth -not the

good, not the righteous-- but the ungodly ; him that

till that moment is ungodly, and cannot be other

wiſe --his faitb is counted to him for righteouſneſs, Rom.

iii . 24, 28.-iv. 5. They ſpeak that we are juſtified

or ſaved from the miſery ofa guilty conſcience, only

by faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom . v . 1. who died

for our ſins, and roſe again for our juſtification ; and

that freely, v . 15 , 16. without any merit, any good

thing in us to deſerve it, Luke xvii. 10. And this

ſaving, juſtifying faith is therein declared to be,

faith ofthe operation of God, Coloff. ii. 12. Not ſuch

an affent, as we yield to any common report : for

that is no more than a notion or opinion floating in

the brain : but this is a deep, inward conviction of

that foul - reviving truth , the son of God loved me, and

gave bimſelf for me, Gal. ii . 20 . A living, ſaving

principle wrought in the heart --for with the heart

man believeth unto righteouſneſs, Rom . X. 10. We hear

a common report, and perhaps a ſtrange one ; yet if

credible we believe it, becauſe there is nothingwithe

in us, nor without us to oppoſe our yielding afſent to

it . But it is not ſo with regard to the goſpel re

port. The matter is ſtrangeand myſterious in itſelf,

and to carnal reaſon incredible. The natural man

cannot receive the things of the ſpirit of God ; for they

are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can be know them, bea

cauſe they are ſpiritually difcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14 . An

unawakened finner's own proud nature will not ſubmit

to renounce all its fancied goodneſs, and truſt in

Chriſt alone for ſalvation . And the world and the

devil never fail to build up ſuch in their ſelf -right

troufnejs. The awakened finner, that fees in the light

of God, Eph. v. 14, his own vileneſs and nothing

neſs, can hardly be brought to believe , that Chriſt

will ſave ſuch a finner as he . And the devil will

never fail to urge a man to deſpair, when he can no

longer perſuade him to preſume. And with a tempt

ed ſoul it will avail but little oftentimes to ſay, it is

God's word and not man's, why do you not then

be.
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believe it ? Forthe tempter will come, as he did at:

firſt to Eve, with his , Yea, hATH God Jaid ? Is it

God's word ? Is it his report ? Are you ſure of it ?

And when a finner in ſuch a caſe is, like Peter, toft :

on the waves of temptation , no power of his own ;

none but the hand of Chriſt can hold him up and

keep him from finking into the gulph of deſpair.

4. The oracles of God conſtantly (peak, that they

who have believed, muſt be careful to maintain good

works, Tit. iii. 4. that true . ſaving faith works by

love, Gal. v . 6. and is fruitful in good works. That

ſuch a faith as does not produce good works, is no

more than a dead and a deviliſh faith , James ii. 14,

17, 19. Yea, and that not believers only, but unbea

lievers alſo , as John Baptiſt taught the Phariſees and

Sadducees the bigots and deiſts of his day - even

theſe muſt bringforth fruits meet for repentance, Matt.

iii . 8. that ſuch muſt ſhake off their fins, and amend

their ways , and their doings , and thus evidence their

deſire to flee from the wrath to come, and obtain

eternal life. Our bleſſed Lord, ſpeaking on the mount

to a mixt multitude to his believing diſciples, and

a vaſt concourſe of people beſide, who as yet be

lieved not, earneſtly preſſes upon them, the duties of

piety and charity - of religious actions towards God,

and merciful actions towards men : and tells them,

not every one thatjay's unto me, Lord, Lord that makes

a bare profeſſion of faith in me, fall enter into

the kingdom of leaven ; but be that doth the will of my

Father, which is in heaven , Matt. vii . 21 . Again ,

preaching to an unbeliev'er , who had been covetous

and unmerciful, and that deſired to know, how he

ſhould obtain eternal life, he ſays, fell that thou haft,

and give to the poor , and thou malt have treaſure in bea

ven ; and come, take up the croſs and follow me, Mark

But Peter, preaching to Cornelius, who, on

the contrary, was a devout man, and one that feared

God with all bis boufe, and gave much alms to thepeople,

and prayed to God alway, Acts x. 20. declares, that in

every nation, be that fearerh God, and wirketh righte

teouſneſs, is accepted with him, v.35 . And having no

X. I 2 .
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occafiön to bid him to obſerve the outward duties;

of religion , he being ſtrict therein before, he preaches

to him remiſſion of fins, through Faith in Jeſus Chrift :

that point of doctrine being moſt proper for him
and his family, v. 43 . So to the three thouſand that

were pricked to the heart by his firſt ſermon, and en

quired of him, and the reſt of the apoſtles, men and

'brethren , whatmallwe do ? He anſwered , repent, and

be baptized every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chrijl,

for the remilton offins, andge Mall receive the gift of

the Holy Spirit, Aéts ii. 37, 38. Whereby he does
not mean the bible--the written word as ſome wild

dreamers would have us believe, who affirm there is

no fpirit but the word ; but he means grace of
every

kind, ſuch as faith and love, and all the holy fruits

fpringing therefrom : for ſo we find this phraſe ex ,

plained by Peter himſelf afterwards, ſpeaking of

Cornelius and his family ; God which knoweth the

bearts, bear them witneſs ; giving them tbe Holy Spirit,

even as he did unto us ; and put no difference between us

Jews, and themi Gentiles'; purifying their hearts by

faith, Acts xv. 8 , 9. And that we may not be at a

loſs what to do and what to avoid, we are directed

to conſult the oracles of God, Ifa . viii. 20 . where

in we learn, that all ſcripture is given by inſpiration of

God, and is profitable for do & rine, for reproof, for cor-

rection, for inſtruction in righteoujnels ; that the man

ofGod may be perfect, througbly furniſhed unto all good

works, 2 Tim . iii, 16, 17. For though the written

word be not the ſpirit of God, it was dictated by

that unerring and powerful fpirit, and is attended

with it, to all ſuch as come to it in fincerity and hu

mility, and is a lamp unto their feet, and a light unto

their paths, as well as unto David's, Pfa. cxv . cv.

Well were it therefore for every one, if they would

take heed to this word , as unto a light that ſhineth in

a dark place, until the day dawn; and the day-ſtar,

which is Chriſt, ariſe in their hearts; 2 Pet: i . 19 .

The oracles ofGod then -direct unbelievers towork ,

as if they were working for life : and direct be .

lievers alſo to work , becauſe they have life : yet at

the
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the fame time they direct, both the one and the other,

to make no more account of their works, in point:

of merit, than if they did not work at all- when

we have done, ſuppoſing it poflible, all thoſe things

which are commanded us, Bill 70. ſay, we are unprofitable

fervants : we have done that which was our duty to do ;

and no more, Luke xvii. 10. yea, to count all but loſs,,

for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrif Jelus our
Lord -to count them but dung,that we may win Chrift,

and befoundin him , not having ourown righteouſneſs,

which is of the law , but that which is through the faith

of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, Phil.

iii. 8; 9. Moreover, as hinted before , from theſe

lively oracles , we learn , that we muſt be holy in

heart, as well as in life : for. God hath chofen us in

Chriſt, that we should be holy, and without blame before

him in love, Ephefii. 4. that we muſt have the true.

circumciſion of the heart, Rom. ii. 29 , to love tbe. Lord.

ourGod with allour heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves,

Deut. xxx. 6. Matt. xxii. 37 , 39. that we muſt be.

renewed in the ſpirit of our mind, Ephef. iv . 23. fincere.

and without offence till the day of Chriſt, being filled

with all the fruitsof righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus:

Chrift, to the glory and praiſe of God.. Phil . i: 10 , 11,

that the ſamemindmuſt be in us,whichwas alſo in Chrifl.

Jefus, Phil. ii . 5. Matt. xi. 25. Wherefore they bid

us to follow after holineſs,, without. which,, no man mall

Jee. the Lord, Heb. xii . 14. which does not mean im

puted holineſs, as ſome would perſuade us ;, for as:

believers, the Hebrews, to whom theſe words were

written , had that already : but it means holineſs im

parted and implanted, according to that word of the

apoftle , wbilewe with open face , bebolding as in a glaſs

the glory of the Lord ,, are changed into the farre image

from glory to glory , even as by the ſpirit of the Lord ,

2 Cor . iii . 18. I ſay by the ſpirit of the Lord ' ; for,

5. The oracles of God ſpeak, that it is God by

his ſpirit that works this, and all our other good works

in us, Iſa. xxvi . 12 . It is the Lord, by his ſpirit,that

apens. our hearts, as he did Lydia's, to attend .so the

things.
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things that are ſpoken in his word, AEts xví: 14. It is

his light alone thatſhews us our darkneſs, ignorance,

finfulneſs, miſery and helpleſſneſs. It is God, anbo

commanded the light to pine out of darkneſs, that ſhines'.

in our bearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the

glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chrift, John xvi. 9 .

2 Cor. iv . 6. Tis he that gives repentance, faith, love,

and every divine graceand heavenly temper and

difpofition. For Chriſt was exalted to be a prince and

aſaviour, to give repentance unto his people, and for

giveneſs of ſins, Acts v. 31. Unto us it is given, in the

behalf of Christ, to believe on bim , as well as to suffer

for bis fake,Phil. 1. 29. The God of our Lord Jeſus

Chriſt, thefather ofGlory, gives us the ſpirit ofwiſdom
and revelation in the knowledge of him , that we may

know what is the exceeding greatneſs ofhis power, to us

ward, wbo believe according to the working not of

our own will, and at our own pleaſure, obſerve

but of his mighty power, which be wrought in Chrift,

zoben be raiſed him from the dead, Ephef. i . 17 , 19,

Without Chriſt, we can do nothing, John xv. 5 ..

It is he, who is God over all, bleſſed for ever, that works

in us both to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil.

ii. 13. In a word, every good and every perfect gift,

is from above, and cometh down from the father of

lights, with whom is n0 variableneſs, nor ſhadow of

turning, James i . 17. Accordingly the oracles of

God ſpeak, that we muſtwait for a power from on

high, to enable us to do the leaſt good, even to :.

think a good thought : for all our ſuficiency is of God,

2 Cor . iii. 5. Therein we are bid and encouraged to

wait upon the Lord . Jacob ſays , I have waited for

tby jalvation , O Lord, Gen. xlix . 18. And David, i

waited patiently for the Lord, till be inclined his ear

unto me, and beard my calling, Pfa. xl . 1. Jeremiah

tells us, , the Lordis good unto them that waitfor bim , to

ibe foul that ſeeketh him . It is good that a man jould

both bope and quietly wait for the ſalvation of the Lord,.

Lam . iii. 25, 26. Paul waited three days after he

was convinced of fin , and did neither eat nor drink, be

fore

20 .
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1 fore Ananiaswent to him , that he might receive res

milion of fins, Acts 9.

The oracles of God alſo tell us in what manner

we muſt wait ; In the way of thy judgments, or ordi

nances, O Lord , havę we waited for thee, ſays the pro

phet Iſaiah xxvi. 8. And again, thou me:teſt him that

rejoiceth and worketh righteouſneſs that willingly

and earneſtly perſeveres in the way of duty — thoſe

that remember thee in thy ways, cap. lxiv . 5. Paul

waited for the remiffion of his fins in fafting and

prayer. So did David for deliverance, from his

guilty fears, long before. The ſame way the

prophet Joel bids the finners- of his day wait,

Joel ii. 12 . So Peter bids the finners, whom

his word had alarmed, to wait for remiſſion of

fins in the way of duty, particularly in the ordi ,

.nance of baptiſm , which was always adminiſtered

with ſolemn and earneſt prayer. And indeed of all

means ofobtaining remiſſion of fins preſentfalva

tion from the guilt and power of fin , prayer is the

moſt efficacious . Wherefore the oracles of God di

rect us to uſe prayer more than any other means, to

this end ; they direct the unbeliever to repent of

bis wickedneſs, and pray God, if perhaps it may be fora

given him , Acts viii. 22 . And if believers fin?

as who does not, till he be fully renewed in the

image of God ; ſuch , as well as others, are di

rected to pray , that their fins may be forgiven them :

to confeſs their faults one to another, and pray one for ano:

ther , that they may be bealed- -have their wounded

conſcience madewhole again , James.v. 15 , 16. So

our bleſſed Lord himſelf directs and commands all

the multitudes, believers and unbelievers, that heard

him preach ; and in them all ſuch at this day, to

pray, forgive us our debts, or treſpaſſes, as weforgive

our debtors, or them that treſpaſs againſt us, Matt . vi .

And moreover, in order to encourage us to

pray, and to animate our faith and expectation of a

gracious anſwer to our prayer, he has directed us ,

one and all, even thoſe who have made themfelves

chil

12 .
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XV . 20 .

children of the devil by imitation, as well as thore

who are children of God by adoption and grace, to

addreſs him under the endearing and encouraging

title of a Father ; giving us thereby to underſtand,

that though we have heretofore been rebellious chil

dren, he will acknowledge us for his children ſtill ;

yea, and even as a father pitieth his own children, for

giving their paft follies and offences, even fo the Lord

pitietb them thatfear him , and will yet receive them

graciouſly, if with the prodigal, they humbly return

unto him , and with true repentance caſt themſelves

on the multitude of his mercies, Pſa. ciii . 13. Luke

So then we, as well as the apoſtles, muſt

not depart from Jerujalem from the means of

Grace, but wait thereinfor the promiſe ofthe Father

for all the grace he hath promiſed in Chriſt Jeſus,

and we ſtand in need of. And whoever does thus

wait, ſhall not loſe his labour : for he hath not ſaid

to theſeed of Jacobo to any ſoul that wreſtles withhim

by prayer and fupplication, ſeek ye me in vain ,

Ifa. xlv. 19. Every fuch wreſtling Jacob ſhall be

a prevailing Iſrael. Wherefore, tarry thou the Lord's

leiſure, be jirong, and he ſhall ftabliſh thy heart, Pfa.

xxvii .14. For the viſion is for an appointed time --when it

fhall ſerve beſt to advance the glory of God , and an

{wer all the purpoſe of his grace - but at the end

it fall ſpeak, and not lie ; ibough it larry, wait for

it ;, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will no tarry, a mo

ment longer than is for thy good, and God's glory,

Hab . ii. 3 . None, I ſay, that ever ſeek the Lord

aright in his appointed ways, ſhall ſeek in vain,

For,

6. The oracles of God declare, that whoſoever

calleth on the name of the Lord, mallbeſaved, Acts ii.

For that with him there is no reſpect of perſons ;

but in every nation, conſequently in every body of

people profeſſing the name of Chriſt, be that feareth

God, and worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim,
Acts .x . 34 , 35. For it is the word of Chriſt, the

ſaviour of finners, whoſoever , let him be called what

hc

21 .
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he will ; let him belong to whatever party , or body

of people he will ; even though he ſhould be as fin

gular , as particular, and as ſtiff in the obſervance of

ſome indifferent matters, as the Rechabites among

the Jews ; if he ſhall do the will ofmy Father which

is in heaven, the fame is my brother, and fiffer, and mo

ther, Matt . xii . 5o . He hath ſhewed us, that his

ſpirit is not confined to any place or nation, feet or

party whatſoever. If any man, ſays he, mall ſay unto

you , lo bere is Chriſt or there, confined to this or that

fociety, believe it not : bebold he is in the deſert - in

a popiſh hermitage ---so not forth : behold he is in the

fecret chambers in ſome private or particular

ſociety of men , and confined there, believe it not .

Go not after, nor follow ſuch teachers, ſays he, Matt ,

xxiv, 23,-26 . Adviſing us moreover, that all ſuch

are falje prophets, and as ſuch warning us particu
larly to beware of them , vii . 15 . On the contrary ,

he has declared, that where two or three are gatbered

tegether in his ; whether to pray unto him , to

praiſe him , to keep his word , or to join in any

other of his ordinances, if they come with a ſincere
heart ; there be is in the midſt of them , xviii. 20 . So

ſpeak the oracles of God as to matter. Not that

they ſpeak nothing more : for they ſpeak of many

other things , which demand our moſt ſerious atten

tion , but which time will not permit me to enumerate .

For your particular information concerning thoſe

matters therefore, I muſt adviſe and exhort you to

a conftant and diligent ſtudy of the holy ſcriptures

themielves . For want of time alſo , I fall be brief

touching the manner wherein , and the deſign for which

the oracles of God ſpeak. To proceed then ,

II . As to the manner , the oracles of God ſpeak

fimply and honeſtly without any art, Aufling, cut

ting or diſguiſe. They declare the truth--the pia n

truth-and as nothing but the truth , ſo all the truth ,

and to all men . They Jhun not, like the inſpired

writers of them , 10 deilare the achole counſel ofGod, ſo

far as it concerns us to know, Acts xx , 27. The ſpi.

B rit
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rit of God in his word is not backward to exhort

men, evén unbelievers, to love and to good works, for

fear they fhould truſt in their works , Nor does he

ſpeak of faith and leave out repentance : but bis

conſtant word is , repent and believe the goſpel, Mark

i . 15. And ſo far is he from leaving out practical

holineſs, or making faith to fupercede it, that it

bids us walk as Chriſtalſo walked, 1 John ii . 6. 1 Pet.

ii. 21. to deny angodlineſs and worldly lufs, and to live

foberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world ; and

as Iſaid before, I cannot fay too often, wills that

they which have believed in Godshould be zeal.us of good

works ; careful to maintain them , Titus ii . 12 , 14. -

jii . 8 .

III . And as to the defign, the oracles of God ſpeak

for no other, than to promote the glory of God in

the ſalvation of the ſouls of men . The ſcriptures

ſpeak not for the ſake of making diviſions among the

true members of Chrift ; much leſs for the ſake of

keeping up a party, or promoting a bigotted, party

fpirit, or a party zeal for forms, modes, ceremonies, cuj

toms, or any other external things, among profeſſors

of chriſtianity. As the end of the commandment is

charity out of a pure heart, and of a good confciens and

of faith unfeigned, 1 Tim . i . 5. fo this is all that the

oracles ofGod aim at. They do not aim nor tend

to make one doom me to hell , becauſe I worſhip

God in a place called a church, and by a preſcribed
form of prayer : nor to make me doom another to

hell, becauſe he worſhips in a place called a meeting -

houſe, and by an extemporal prayer. But their ſole

aim is to make us love one another as Chriſt alſo- loved

us , Ephef. v. 2. to inſpire us with that charity or

love, which beareth , or rather, as oleyh means,

covereth all thirgs, believeth all things, bopeth all things,

and endureth all things, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. ' Tis true, they

condemn obſtinate and impenitent finners of every

kind , all formal hypocrites and unbelievers ; how

fpecious ſoever their outward behaviour be, and

how good ſoever it appear in their own or the

world's
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world's eſteem ; but they give no one room to con

demn another merely for not thinking juſt as he

does , or not complying to him in non - eſſential and

indifferent matters ; but rather require us to bear

with one anothers weakneſs, wherever charity de ..

mands it , and thoſe ſacred oracles themſelves do not

forbid it, Rom . xiv.---Xv .. 1 . So ſpeak the ora

cles of God, and ſo ought every man to ſpeak

touching the things of God, whether in public teach

ing or private converſation .

Now to make ſome uſe farther of what hath been

faid ,

1. Seeing it is inconteſtable that the oracles of

God, which declare his mind and judgment, which

is in every caſe according to truth , ſpeak on this

wiſe ; then it is as inconteſtable, that
many

day do not ſpeak as the oracles of God , nor ac

cording to truth. It is plain that they do not ſpeak

as the oracles of God, nor truly, who boaſt of the

dignity of the natural man ſince the fall ; and who

would perſwade men that their ſtate by nature is

not ſo bad as David, Paul, and other inſpired

writers repreſent it . That man muft be wilfully and

obſtinately blind, who will not acknowledge him

ſelf a fallen creature, when he ſees a heart within

his own breaſt full of all evil tempers and vile af

fections, and which his own reaſon muſt tell him,

could not proceed from the hands of an infinitely holy,

wife and good God . And it is as plain they do not ſpeak

as the oracles of God, who cry up the dignity of

man on account of the redemption that is in Jeſus

Chrift ; as if every man therefore was poffeit of

Chriſt by virtue of that redemption, as naturally as

he is of ſin by virtue of Adams fall, impiouſly and

blaſphemouſly telling us, that a man's will is

Chriſt in him , and is his God or his devil ; his

á heaven or his bell.” Whereas, notwithſtanding

by one righteouſneſs, the free gift came upon all men ur

to juſtificatiou of life ; - yet fome there are ſtill, who

by fin are ſeparated from God, Iſa. lix . 2. and as to his .

ſaying
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faving grace , are without Chrill, and without God

in the world .

Again, they do not ſpeak as the oracles of God ,

who laugh at repentance, and cry with a ſneer,

What, you cannot came to Chriſt till you have

repented ; as if he could not ſave you without re :

pentance .” Nay, but the queſtion is not, whe.

ther he can ; but whether he will ſave any without

repentance or no ? And it is plain he will not ; ſee .

ing he commands, all men every where to repent. Nei .

ther do they ſpeak as thoſe ſacred oracles, who make

repentance to benothing more than " a change of

* judgment or opinion , " or “ the having right no .

• tions of the doctrine of Chriſt." For many a

drunkard , adulterer, and open , notorious finner of

other kinds has a right notion and opinion of the

truths ofchriſtianity. Butwillyou dare to affert that

fuch as theſe have repented ?

Yet, again , they ſpeak contrary to the oracles of

God, who ſay, “ We are juſtified by our works ;

as do they alſo, who ſay, “ We are juftifed by faith

is and works together; or that " we are juſtified

by ſuch a faith, as does not produce holineſs of

“ heart and life ”—by a mere opinion or notion of

faith in the head , without the root of the matter in

the heart. But they ſpeak agrecable to them , as

has been feen before, who ſay with the church of En

gland , that “ we are juſtified, or accounted righ

teous before God , only for the merit of our Lord

“ and ſaviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith , and not for our

“ own works or deſervings ; and yet that good

“ works do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and

lively faith : inſomuch that by them a lively faith

“ may be as evidently known , as a tree difcerned by

" the fruit. "

And do they ſpeak any more agreeable to thoſe

oracles of truth , who ſay, “ Faith is not the gift of

God ?" but that a man may ſavingly believe the gor

pel juſt when he will, as eaſily as he can believe any
other

לו
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other report ?By no means : for as they who thusſpeak ,

readily allow , every natural man is a ſpiritually dead

man ; and till he is quickened by the power ofGod,

he can no more believe, nor exerciſe any other

grace which he has not, than a naturally dead man

can hear or ſpeak , or perform any other actions of a

living man .

Again further, they ſpeak contrary to the oracles

of God, who decry good works who ſet them

entirely afide, as a matter they lave no concern

with ; crying, “ Don't preach of good works to

me ; I have nothing to de with the law : God

“ knew man could never keep his law, and there.

“ fore never deſigned he lhould. What would you

“ have me go to church then as you do, and mock

* God to his face, ſaying, Lord have mercy upon

us, and incline our hearts to keep this law :" im

piouſly pronouncing theſe folemn, fcriptural pe .

titions with grimace, and in a ludicrous , jeering

tone . Do not theſe cavillers know , or will they

not conſider who hath ſaid , If ye love me, keep my

commandments, John xiv. 15 . That if God never de .

figned we ſhould keep his law, he deſigned we ſhould

break it ; and that then, all manner of wickedneſs

becomes , not only no fin , but our duty that then

the law cannot convince of fin yea, that then

there is no law at all : for every law is made to be

kept, and is in its very nature binding to obedience;

or it is no law . Do they not know , or will they not

conſider, that the unerring Spirit of God taught Da

vid to pray in the words uſedby our church , and ap

pointed themto be left upon record, as proper for

us to uſe at all times . And how directly oppoſite to

the facred oracles do they ſpeak , who deny theſe

glorious truths and excellent bleſſings promiſed ta

every believer, that God will circumciſe their beart,

to love the Lordwith all their hearts ; 'and that he will

take away the beart of fione, and gitt an heart offleſh,

B3 and
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and write bis laws in the inward, parts, Deut. XXX,

6. Ezek . xxxvi. 26. Jer . xxxi . 33. Conſequently

they ſpeak different from thoſe oracles of truth, who

being unholy in heart and life, proud, boaſters,

heady, bigotted , deſpiſers of all good men, that are

not of their fect or party , do yet pretend to have

faith in Chriſt, and without any warrant from God's

word, preſumptuouſly. boaſt, « Let me die when I

" will, ham ſure of going to heaven .” Whereas if

the word of Gir! be true , and theſe pretended ſelf

made believers die in this fate, they are as fare to go

to hell as the devil himſelf.

And do not they ſpeak contrary to the oracles of

God, who blaſphemouſly affert, “ thereis no fpirit

“ but the written word.” Yea verily . For in them

we read, God is a Spirit, John iv. 24. If then there

is no ſpirit but the word, there is no other God.

Wherefore theſe blaſphemers inſtead ofa popiſh wooden

or brenden god, have made them one of paper and

ink, which is even more deſpicable than the popiſh

one.

Again it is plain , they ſpeak not as the oracles of

God , who attribuce any power to themſelves to do

any, the leaſt good without the help of the divine

Spirit. The ſpeech of ſuch men is as inconfiftent

with the wordof God, as theprayers of thoſg mer

are inconfiftent with their principles, who expect

God " to cleanſe the thoughts of their hearts by the
inſpiration of his holy ſpirit; and that he would not

• take his holy ſpirit from them ; when at the ſame

time, they deny there is any ſuch thing now as in.

{piration or receiving the holy ſpirit.

Yet further, they alſo ſpeak inconſiſtent with the

oracles of God, who ſay “ we muſt not pray for re

pentance or pandon of lin , much leſs addrefs God

“ under the character of a father, unleſs we are true

4 believers in Chriſt ; nor wait for a power to be

" s lieve or do any other good ; becauſe it is written ,

h Now is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvatinn."

Tiue
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True ! the goſpeltime and day, is the accepted time

and day of ſalvation , and ſo will be till doomſday ;

but this does not prove that every foul that hears the

goſpel may believe it in that particular day or hour,

wherein they hear it ; or that we muſt not wait in .

the ways of God, till we receive the promiſes of the

father. And ſo long as there is a Bible, and Chriſt's

ſermon on the Mount is written therein, we muſt

maintain it right to ſue to God for repentance and

forgiveneſs of fins; yea, and addreſs him as our fa

ther; feeing he is the faiber of spirits ; yea , of the ſpi.

rits of all fleſh ; and we have all one farbet , one God

bath created us ; yea , the Lord is our father that hath

bought us alſo, Heb. xii. 9. Num . xvi. 22 . Mat.

ii . 10. Deut . xxxii. 6. Thus is God the father of

us all without diſtinction ; and we are his children,

though we are rebellious children, Iſai. i . 2. And

we muſt maintain it, that thoſe ſpeak not as the ora .

cles of God, who tell mewithout diſtinction , " that

“ their fins are forgiving, and that therefore they

$ ſhould not mock God, by praying for that which

he hath done for them already, and that now theġ

* have nothing to do butto praiſe him ." The apoſtle

Peter and James, and all other holy men of old, and

God himſelf, did not think it mockery to pray

for pardon of fins; nay, for when he by the

mouth of Ezekiel had promiſed to ſave his people

from their fins and finful nature, Ezek . xxxvi . 25 , & c .

he ſays, I will get for this be enquired of177X I will

be required , fued to , by the bouſe of Irael to do it for

them ; ver . 37. And if wiſer men in their own eyes,

than God himſelf and all his prophets and arokles,

had not told us it were mockeryof God; we could

never have once fuppoſed it . We can only allow , till

the fcriptures are altered, that the fins of all are only

virtually forgiven ; but not actually, till a man by

faith apprehends and applies that pardon to his own

foul, which is purchaſed for him by. Chrift, and of.

fered to him inthe goſpel. Small comfort is it there.
foro
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fore to impenitent and unbelieving finners, that all

theirfins are ibus forgiven ; ſeeing that notwithftand.

ing this, the wickedſhall be turned intohell, and allthe

people that forget God. Seeing only be that believeth

Dhall beſaved, and be thatbelieverb not fall be damned,

*Pf. v . 17. Mark xvi. 26.

Neither do they ſpeak as the oracles of God, who

wiſely, or rather wildly, tell you, “ If you are a chri

“ ftian, you have fellowſhip ;" which cant language

with them means, you join their ſociety ; becomeone
of their ſeat or party.. For in whatchapter or verſe of

the Bible is this written ? Where do we read that

Chriſt is confined to any particular congregation of

men ? All chriſtians, we know , have fellowſhip with

the father and the ſon , through the ſpirit, 1 John i . 3 .

and with one another in love, John xv. 17. But not

neceſſarily in outward ceconomy or difcipline, the

oracles of God no where confine Chriſt to one ſociety

or party of people ; but rather declares thoſe that do

fo, tobe ſo far falſe prophets. Nor do they ſpeak as

thoſe ſacred oracles, who artfully conceal any part of

God's truth , or jeſuitically wreſt, pervert, and iwift it

to make it ſpeak as they would have it, ſuiting their

doctrine to their own fancy, the prevailing taft of the

times, or the corrupt nature of men ; nor yet chey who

endeavour by all the trickih, fraudulent, and crafty

ſpeeches and ſophiſms, they can poſsibly invent, to

soot bigottry in their difciples and followers, to keep

up a narrow , unchriſtian , party ſpirit among them ;

condemningall as hypocrites and reprobates, that do

not “ have fellowship," as their cant phraſe is, or join

with them and think in all points juſt as they do. All

who ſpeak the things here mentioned, in ſuch a man

ner and for ſuch ends, it is plain and evident from the

expreſs words of ſcripture before quoted , and from the

general tenor of it, do not ſpeak as thoſe oracles of

God . But if his word be true, they are found liars

unto God, they do greatly err, not knowing or

greatly fin, notregarding the ſcriptures andmany

Fer
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perhaps not knowing the power of God, to ſay the leaſt

and the beſt that can be ſaid of ſuch , They go on de

reiving , and being deceived , 2 Tim . jii . 13. May the

Lord
open

their
eyes, and turn their hearts, that they

may no longer follow cunningły deviſed fables- nor

walk in craftineſs, handling the word of God deceitfullyam

but by manifeſtation of the truth, commend themſelves to

everyman's conſciencein thelight of God,

2. Seeing weknow how the oracles of God fpeak ,

let us beware, that we ſpeak no otherwiſe ; left we

come under the condemnation of thoſe, that corrupt

the word of God ; that having no more than a feigned

faith, a faith of their own operation and not of God's,

turn aſide unto vain jargling ; difiring to be teachers

of the law ; I ſhould have ſaid to uſe their cánt " pure

" goſpel,” underſtanding neither what they ſay, or where

of obey affirm , 1 Tim . i . 6 , 7 . Let us ſpeak the

things that become ſound coitrine, Tit . ii . 1. The whole

coníel of God , as occaſion offers.- All that God

in his oraclesſpeaks ; in the ſame manner, and to the

fame end .

3. Above all , let it be our earneſt endeavour, to ben

lieve and do, what is ſpoken and commanded in the

oracles ofGod ; remembering the word of our Lord,

If ye know tbele things, bappy are y , if we do them , John

And be not diſcouraged, that you have

no help in yourfelf to do any good thing ; for God

hath laid belp for you, upon one that is mighty, even

Jefus Chriſt, Pf. Ixxxix. 19. He is able and will save

to the utter moſt, all that come unto God by him, Heb.

vii . 25. His ſpirit will help your infirmities, Rom . viii .

26. He is gone forth into the world . Wheret'er two

or three are met in the name of Chriſt, be, by his fpirit,

is in the midlt of their , and his poever is preſent to beal,

all that have ned and defire to be healed , of their fpiri

tual weakneſſes and infirmities. Wait in his ways ,,

like the impotent man, at the pool of Bethesda, for

the moving of the waters, John v. and the Lord ac

cording to his promiſe, will meet thoje, that remember

him in his ways,and bleſs them, in his own time, and
after

xiii . 17 .
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after his own manner. Thus it is written , Therefore

will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you ;

and therefore will be be exalted , thathe may have mercy

upon you : for the Lord is a God of judgment. Bleſed are

all they that wait for him, Iſaiah xxx. 18. Obſerve

here is waiting on both fides. God waits upon man ;

amazing condeſcenfion ! till man waits upon
God :

and then he has
mercy upon him .

Wait upon God therefore now , while he waits

upon thee. Suffer his ſpirit by the miniſtry and means.

of his word, to convince thee, that thou art a fallen

finner ; by nature a child of perdition, Be convinced

that hell is thy portion, if thou dieft impenitent and

in unbelief. Let the commandment come bome to thy

heart. Thou haft broken the law of God in thought,

word and deed . Thou wert born a child of wrath ,

and haft made thyſelf,many a hundred fuld more fo

by actual fins; by drunkenneſs perhaps, by cove.

toufneſs, pride, anger, envy and evil ſpeaking ; by

adultery and uncleanneſs ; by lying and ſwearing ;

fabbath breaking and profaneſs ; and a thouſani

other crimes. Wherefore the law of God condemns.

thee. Feel the ſentence of death in thyſelf. And :

loft and , undone as thou art, know, I ſay, that thou .

canit not help thyſelf. Thou canſt not atone for:

one ſin : not ſo much as for one evil thought; even

though thou wert to faſt and pray , and weep till:

doomſday. Nay ſhouldeſt thou give all thy goods to

feed the poor, and thy body to be burned for religion, all .

this would not appeaſe thewrath of thy offended God;

nor waſh out one finfulſtainfrom thy polluted guilty
ſoul.

Nothing but the blood of Chriſt, the immaculate :

Lamb of God can take away the fin of the world . No..
thing but his all atoning merit can make amends

for our demerit. He hath fulfilled the law. which ,

chou hadft broken , in thy ſtead, and hath perfectly

ſatisfied for thy,offences. Be it known into you
there ..

fore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached

cute you the forgiveneſs of lins,Aas xiii . 38. and by

bim
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him all that believe are juſtified from all things, from

subich ye could not be juſtified by the layı of Moſes, ver. 39 .

Know that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto

bimſelf, not imputing their treſpaljes into them ; and hath

committed unto his miniiters the word of reconciliation,

2 Cor. v. 19. Now then every true miniſter of the

goſpel is an ambaſſador for Chrift, as though God did

befeccb you by them . And if I may be thought worthy

to be ranked in that venerable order of men ; I, who

am leſs than the leaſt of all, pray you in Chrifl's ſtead,

be ge reconciled to God. Since God is reconciled to

you by the death of his ſon, be ye reconciled to God.

Lay down your arms of rebellion . Forſake your

fins. Turn to the Lord with a true penitent heart,

and bring forth fruits meet for repentance. Believe in

him who hath loved you , and given himſelf for you.

Know that God hath made him to be fin , i . e , accord

ing to the Hebrew idiom , a fin offering for us, who

knew no fin, that we zight be made the righteouſneſs of

God in him, ver. 21. The worſt and vileft finner that

will but turn to God, willbe accepted ofhim through

Chriſt. For Chriſt hath ſatisfied God's juſtice ; and

he aſks no more now for your juftification, than

that you believe in him. Faith takes the pardon,

which Chriſt hath purchaſed for you. A general

act of grace is paſt for all mankind. It only re
mains for ou to believe, and by faith to apprehend

your part in the purchaſed benefit. Believe only in

the Lord y ejus Chrift therefore, and thouſhall be ſaved,

ſaved from the guilt, from the power, and if you

perſevere in faith unto the end, ſaved alſo from the

future puniſhment of fin .

Doft thou believe ? Go tły way and fin no more wil.

fully. Let thy faith work by love . Evidence thy

loveby thy ready, willing , univerſal obedience , in all

poſſible things to the will of God. Show tby faith by

ihy works . And pray , with the apoftles , Lord, ex

creaſe my faith. Enable me to believe more heartily ,

more firmly, that I may love thee more and ſerve

thee better !

Yea ,
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Yea, and “ ſeeing that we are ſet in the midſt of

“ ſo many and great dangers, that by reaſon of the

" frailty of our nature, we cannot yet always ſtand

“ upright:" Pray for “ trength and protection to ſup- '

port you in all dangers, and carry you through all

“ temptations. Yea, ſeeing we are not yet 'free

from inbred corruption , but , as it were , “ tied and

s ' bound with the chains of our fins,' pray that,

“ the pitifulneſs of God's great mercy may loofe

you ." Seeing thatwe are often guilty of ſlips and

failings in our duty, Come boldly to the throne of grace,

that you in.ay obtain mercy, and find grace to belp in titre

• of need, Heb . iv. 16. According to this command

of the apoſtle, pray in the words of our church ,

Lord , have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts

4 to keep thy laws."

Love God, and all mankind for his ſake. Con

demn none, but whom God's word condemns, i. e.

Hypocrites, unbelievers, and impenitentfinners. Neither

fix theſe characters upon any profeſſor, till you have

ſufficient grounds for it. Condemn none for ſuch ,

| merely for not thinking or ſpeaking juſt as you would

have them , whether they ought to do it or no . Say

Chriſt does, whoever fall do the will of my Fatber

which is in beaver, theſameis my brother , and liter,aud

mother, Matt. xii : 46. Abhor bigoirs, partyJpirit, & e.

i juſt as you would the devil. For ſo much of this fpi
rit, as is found in any man, ſo much of the devil is in

him . And till it is caſt out of him , let him talk of

faitb and afurunce of heaven , as much as he will , he

will never come there, ' Jolin iii . 14,15 .-iv . 8 , 20 .

Nothing can come there but perfectlove. But perfeet
love and bigottry , are as irreconcileable as heaven and

hell . Get therefore that love which never fails ; that fo

dwelling in luze, ge may dwell in heaven- dwell in

God here, and to all eternity. Amen .
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