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To the READER.

TOthing but the ſtrongeſt Convic

tion, not only that what is here

advanced, is the Truth as it is in Jeſus,

but alſo that I am indiſpenſably obliged,

To declare this Truth to allthe World,

could have induced meopenly to oppoſe

jhe Sentiments of thoſe , whom I high

ly eſteem for their Works fake : Ac

whoſe Feet
may I be found, in the Day

of the Lord Jeſus !

Should any believe it his Duty tore

ply hereto, I have only one Requeſt to

make, Let whatſoever you do be done

in Charity, in Love, and in the Spirit

of Meekneſs. Let your very Diſputing

fhew That you have put on , as the Elect

ofGOD, Bowels of Mercies,Gentleneſs,

Long -ſuffering : That even according to

this time, itmay be ſaid , “ See, how

of theſe Chriſtians love one another.

A 2 Adver
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ADVERTISEMENT.

WH

Hereas a Pamphlet, intitled,

Frée Grace indeed, has been

publiſhed againſt this Sermon , this is to

inform the Publiſher, that I cannot an

ſwer his Tract, till he appears to be

more in Earneſt. For I dare not ſpeak

of the deep Things of God, in the

Spirit of a Prize -fighter or a Stage

player.

ROM ,
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6

i
Rom . viii. 32 .

He that ſpared not his own Son, but deliver

ed him up for us all, how mall he not with

bim alſo freely give us All things ?

H

OW freely does God love the World !

While wewere yet Sinners, Chriſ died for

the Ungodly. While wewere Dead in Sin,

God ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for

us all. And how freely with him does he give usall

Things! Verily Free Grace is all in all !

2. The Grace or Love of God , whence cometh

our Salvation, is Free in all , and Free for all .

3. Firſt, It is Free in all to whom it is given . It

does not depend on any Power or Merit in Man :

No, not in any Degree ; neither in Whole, nor in

Part. It does not in any wiſe depend either on the

good Works or Righteouſneſs of the Receiver : Not

on any Thing he has done, or any Thing he is . It

does not depend on his Endeavours : It does not de.

pend on his good Tempers , or good Deſires, or good

Purpofes and Intentions. For all theſe flow from the

Free Grace of God : They are the Streams only ,

not the Fountain . They are the fruits of Free Grace ,

and not the Root . They are not the Cauſe, but the

Effects of it .. Whatſoever Good is in Man , or is done

by Man , God is the Author and Doer of it . Thus

is his Grace Free in all, that is, no way depending

on any Power, or Merit in Man : But on Goda

lone, who freely gave us his own Son, and with him

freely giveth us all Things.

But is it Free for All , as well as in All ? To

this fome have anſwered , “ No : It is free only for

u thoſe whom God hath ordained to Life ; and they

A 3
but
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" are but a little Flock. The greater Part ofMankind!

• God hath ordained to Death ; and it is not Free

6. for them . Them God hateth ; and therefore be

“ fore they were born , decreed they should die Eter

nally . And this he abſolutely decreed ; becauſe

“ fo was his good Pleaſure : Becauſe it was his

" ſovereign will. Accordingly , they are born for

“ this, To be deſtroyed , Body and Soul, in Hell.

* And they grow up under the irrevocable Curſe of

God, without any Poñibility of Redemption. For

“ whatGrace Gon gives, he gives only for this, To

& increaſe , not prevent, their Damnation .”

5. This is that Decree of Predeſtination. But

methinks I hear one ſay , 66 This is not the Predeſti

ar nation which I hold . I hold only the Election of

“ Grace . What I believe is no more than this, That

God , before the Foundation of the World , did

os elect a certain Number of Men , to be juſtified,

• ſanctified and glorified. Now all theſe will be

as ſaved, and none elſe. For the reſt of Mankind

" God leaves to themſelves. So they follow the

Imaginations of their own Hearts, which are only

as Evil continually, and waxing worſe and worſen

are at length juſtly puniſhed with everlaſting De

ſtruction . "

5. Is this All the Predeſtination which you hold :

Conſider, perhaps this is not all . Do not you be

“ lieve “ God ordained them to this very Thing ? "

If ſo , you believe the whole Decree ; you hold Pre

deſtination in the full Senſe , which has been above

deſcribed . But it may be you think you do nor.

Do not you then believe God hardens the Hearts of

them that perilh ? Do not you believe he (literally )

Hardned Pharaoh's Heart, and that for this End he

raiſed him up (or created him ?' ) Why this amounts to

juſt the ſame Thing. If you believe Pharaoh, or a

ny one Man upon the Earth , was created for this

End to be damned , you hold all that has been ſaid

of Predeſtination. And there is no need you ſhould

add , that God ſeconds his Decree , which is ſuppo

fed Uncirangeabłe and Irreſiſtible, by hardening the

Hearts
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Hearts of thoſe Veſſels of Wrath, whom that Decree

had before fitted for Deſtruction .

6. Well ; but it may be you do not believe ever

this . You do not hold any Decree of Reprobation .

You do not think God decrees any Man to be

damned , nor hardens , irreſiſtibly fits him for Damna

tion . You only ſay, " God eternally decreed, That

“ All being dead in Sin , he would ſay to ſome of the

dry Bones, Live, and to others, he would not .

“ That conſequently thefe Tould be made alive, and

“ thoſe abide in Death : Theſe ſhould glorify God

by their Salvation, and thoſe by their Ieftruc

os tion.

7. Is not this what you mean by the Election of

Grace ? If it be, I would ask one or two Queſtions.

Are any who are not thus elected ,ſaved ? Or were any

from the Foundation of the World ? Is it poſſible any

Man ſhould be ſaved , unleſs he be thus Elected ? If

you ſay No, you are but where you was .
You are

not got one Hair's Breadth further. You ſtill be

lieve,that in Conſequence of an unchangeable, irre

fiftible Decree of God, the greater Part of Mankind

abide in Death, without any Poſſibility of Redemp

tion : Inaſmuch , as 'none can ſave them but God :

And he will not ſave them . You believe he hath ab .

folutely decreed not to fave them ; and what is this, buo

decreeing to damn them ? It is, in Effect, neither

more nor leſs : It comes to the ſame Thing : For if

you ' are dead, and altogether unable to make your.

ſelf alive ; then if God has abſolutely decreed, He

will make others only alive, and notyou ; He hath

abſolutely decreed your everlaſting Death ; you are

abſolutely conſigned to Damnation . So then , tho?

you uſe lofter Words than fome, you mean the ſelf: a

ſame Thing . And God's Decree concerning the

Election ofGrace, according to your own Account

of it, amounts to neither more nor leſs, than what o

thers call, “ God's Decree of Reprobation .”

8. Call it therefore by whatever Name you pleaſe,

« Election , Preterition, Predeſtination , or Reproba

ar tion, ” it comes in the End to the fame Thing.

The
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The Senſe of all is plainly this. “ By virtue of an

“ Eternal, Unchangeable, Irreſiſtible Decree of God,

one Part of Mankind are infallibly ſaved , and the

“ reft infallibly damned ; it being impoſſible that any

« of the former ſhould be damned , or that any of

" the latter ſhould be ſaved t.

9. But if this be ſo, then is All Preaching Vain .

It is needleſs to them that are Elected . For they,

whether with Preaching or without, will' infallibly be

ſaved . Therefore the End of Preaching, " To ſave

“ Souls, ” is void with regard to them . And it is

uſeleſs to them that are not Elected. For they cannot

poſſibly be ſaved. They, whether with Preaching

or without, will infallibly be damned. The End of

Preaching is therefore void with regard to them like.

wiſe. So that in either Caſe, our Preaching is vain ,

as your Hearing is alſo vain .

10. This then is a plain Proof, that the Doctrine

of Predeſtination is not a Doctrine of God, becauſe

it makes void the Ordinance of God : And God is

not divided againſt himſelf. A ſecond is, That it di

rectly tends to deſtroy that Holineſs, which is the

End of all the Ordinances ofGod. I do not ſay,

“ None who hold it are holy." ( For God is often

der Mercy to thoſe who are unavoidably intangled

in Errors of any kind .) But that the Doctrine it

felf, “ That every Man is either Elected or not Elec

6 * ted from Eternity, and that the one muſt inevitably

66 be

+ That this is the trueState of the Queſtion, the a

nonymous Author of a Pamphlet lately publiſhed , ac

knowledges ( p. 4. ) in the following Words, “ You

“ havebeen at jame Pains, Secttion 4 , 5, 6, 7, and

“ 8 , to put the Calviniſtical Notion of Election in a

“ clear Light. ” You might have ſaid all in leſs Bounds,

viz . “ They hold an Eternal, Abſolute, Perſonal Elec

tion, . 'of a certain Number of Adam's Seed to Sala

“ vation ; without an antecedent Reſpect to any Qua

“ lification in them , and they leave youto Conjectures.

“ How GOD ball deal with the reſt. " .
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56 IfI am

" be ſaved, and the other inevitably damned,” has

a manifeft Tendency to deſtroy Holineſs in general.

For it wholly takes away thoſe firſt Motives to fol .

low after it, fo frequently propoſed in Scripture, the

Hope of Future Reward andFear of Puniſhment, the

Hope of Heaven and Fear of Hell. That theſeball go

away into everlaſting Puniſhment, and thoſe into Life

Eternal : Is noMotive to Himto ſtruggle for Life,

who believes his . Lot it caft already & It is not reaſon

able for him ſo to do, if he thinks he is unalterably

adjudged either to Life or Death. You will ſay,

“ But he knows not whether it is Life or Death . "

What then ? This helps not the Matter. For if a

fick Man knows that hemuſt unavoidably die , or

unavoidably recover, tho he knows not which , it is

not reaſonable for him to take any Phyfick at all.

Hemigbt juftly ſay, (and ſoI have heardſomeſpeak )

both in Bodily Sickneſs and in Spiritual)

" ordained to Life, I ſhall live ; If to Death , I

* ſhall die. So I need not trouble myſelf about it . "

So directly does this Doctrine tend to ſhut the very

Gate of Holineſs in general, to hinder unholy Men

from ever approaching thereto , or ftriving to enter in

thereat.

11. As directly does this Doctrine tend to deſtroy

ſeveral Particular Branches of Holineſs . Such are

Meekneſs and Love : Love I mean of our Enemies,

of the Evil and Unthankful . I ſay not, That none

who hold it, have Meekneſs and Love : (For as is the

Power of God , fo is his Mercy . ) But that it natu .

rally tends to inſpire or increaſe a Sharpneſs or Ea

gerneſs of Temper, which is quite contrary to the

Meekneſs of Chriſt : As then eſpecially appears,

when they are oppoſed on this Head. And it asna

turally inſpires Contempt or Coldneſs toward thoſe,

whom we ſuppoſe Outcaſts from God . “ O , (but

you ſay)I ſuppoſe no particular Man a Repro

“ bate .” You mean, you wou'd not, if you could

help it. You can't help ſometimes applying your

General Doctrine to Particular Perſons. The Enemy

of Souls will apply it for you . You know how often

he

4
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" For they

16 Peace .”

he has done ſo. " But you rejected the Thought.

us with Abhorrence .” True ; as ſoon as you could .

But how did it four and ſharpen your Spirit in the

mean Time "? You well know, it was not the Spirit of

Love which you then felt towards that poor Sinner,

whom you ſuppoſed ' or ſuſpected , whether_you

would or no, to have been hated of God from Eter

nity .

Thirdly , This Doctrine tends to deſtroy the Com

fort of Religion, the Happineſs of Chriſtianity : This

is evident as to all thoſe who believe themſelves to

be reprobated, or who only ſuſpect or fear it . Al!

the great and precious Promiſes are loſt to them .

They afford them no Ray of Comfort.

are not the Elect of God . Therefore they have

“ neither Lot nor Portion in them ." This is an ef

fectual Bar to their finding any Comfort or Happineſs

even in that Religion , “ whoſe Ways were deſigned

to be Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths

13. And as to you who believe yourſelves the E

lect of God, what is your Happineſs ? 'I hope, not

a Notion, a Speculative Belief; a bare Opinion,

of any Kird : But a feeling Poffeffion of. God in

your Heart, wrought in you by the Holy Ghoſt ;

or, The Witneſs of God's Spirit with your Spi

rit, that you are a Child of God . This, other.

wiſe termed the full Aſſurance of Faith, is the true

Ground of a Chriſtian's Happineſs. And it does in

deed imply a fall Aſſurance that all your paſt Sins are

forgiven , and that you are now a Child of God .

Butit does not neceſſarily imply a full Aſſurance of

our Future Perſeverance I do not ſay, This is ne

Ver joined to it : But that it is not neceſſarily implied

therein ; for many have the one , who have not the

other.

14. Now this Witneſs of the Spirit Experience

fhews to be much obſtructed by this Doctrine : And

not only in thoſe who believing themſelves Reprobat

ed, by this Belief thruſt it far from them . But even

in them that have tafted of that good Gift, who yet

have
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have ſoon loſt it again, and fallen. back into Doubts,,

and ' Fears, and Darkneſs, Horrible Darkneſs that

might befelt. And I appeal to any of you who hold

this Doctrine, to ſay between God and your own

Hearts, Whether you have not often a Return of

Doubts and Fears concerning your Election or Perſea.

verance ? If you ask, Who has not? I anſwer, Ve

ry Few of thoſe that hold this Doctrine. But many ,

very many of thoſe that hold it not, in all parts of

theEarth: Many of thoſe who know andfeel, they

are in Chriſt to Day, and take no Thought for the More

rów ; who abide'in him by Faith from Hour to Hour,

or rather from Moment to Moment. Many of theſe

have enjoyed the uninterrupted Witneſs of his Spirit,

the continual Light of his Countenance, from the

Momentwherein they firſt believed , for many Months

or Years to this Day.

15. That Aſſurance of Faith which theſe . enjoy ,

excludes all Doubt and Fear. It excludes all kind

of Doubt and Fear, concerning their Future Perſeye

jance : Tho' itis not properly (as was ſaid before) an

Aſſurance of what is Future ; but only of what now

is. And this needs not for its Support a Speculative

Belief, That whoever is once ordained to live,' muſt

live. For it is wroaght from Hour to Hour, by the

mighty Power of God, by the Holy Ghoſt which is

given unto them , And therefore that Doctrine is not

of God, becauſe it tendsto obſtruct, if not deſtroy,

this Great Work of the Holy Ghoſt, whence flows the

chief ComfortofReligion,the HappineſsofChriſtianity.

16. Again, How uncomfortablea Thought is This,

That Thouſands and Millions of Men , without any

preceding Offence or Fault of theirs, were un

changeably doomed to Everlaſting Burnings ? How

peculiarly uncomfortable' muſt it be, to thoſe who

have put on Chriſt ! To thoſe who being filled with

-Bowels of Mercy. Tenderneſs and Compaſſion , could e.

ven wiſſ themſelves accurſ for their Brethrens Sake.

17. Fourthly, This uncomfortable Doctrine direct

ly tends to deſtroy our Zeal for Good Works. And

this it does firſt, as it naturally tends ( according to

what
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what was obſerved before) to deſtroy our Love to the

greater Part of Mankind ,' namely the Evil and Ua

thankful. For whatever leſſens our Love, muft ſo,

far leſſen our Defire to do them good. This it does,

Secondly, as it cuts off one of the ſtrongeſt Motives

to all Acts of Bodily Mercy, ſuch as feeding the Hun

gry, cloathing the Naked , and the like, viz. The

Hope of ſaving their Souls from Death. For what

avails it to relieve their Temporal Wants, who are

juſt dropping into Eternal Fire ? “ Well ; but run

os and ſnatch them as Brands out of the Fire .” Nay,

this you ſuppoſe impoſible . They were appointed

thereunto, you ſay, from Eternity, before they had

done either Good or Evil. You believe, it is the Will

of God they ſhould die. And who hath refiftedhis

Will ? But you ſay, you donot know whether

“ theſe are elected or not." What then ? If you

know they are one or the other , that they are either

Electedor not Elected, all your Labour is void and

vain . In either Cafe, your Advice, Reproof or Ex

hortation, is as needleſs and uſelefs as our Preaching:

It is needleſs to them that are Elected ; for they will

infallibly be ſaved without it. It is uſeleſs to them

that are not Elected ; for with or without it they will

infallibly be damned . Therefore you cannot, confi.

ftently with your Principles, take any Pains about

their Salvation. Conſequently thoſe Principles direct

ly tend to deſtroy your Żeal for good Works: For all

good Works, but particularly for the Greateſt of all,

The ſaving of Souls from Death.

18. But, fifthly, This Doctrine not only tends to

deſtroy Chriſtian Holineſs, Happineſs, and Good

Works, but hath alſo a direct and manifeſt Tenden

cy to overthrowthe whole Chriſtian Revelation. The

Point which the wiſeft of the modern Unbelievers

moſt induſtriouſly labour to prove , is, That the Chri

ftian Revelation is not neceſſary. They well know ,

could they once ſhew this, the Concluſion would be

too plain to be denied , “ If it be not Neceſſary, it is

not True. ” Now this Fundamental Point you give

up. For fuppofing That Eternal, Unchangeable De

cree
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tree, one Part of Mankind muſt be ſaved, tho the

Chriſtian Revelation were not in Being : And the oa

ther Part of Mankind muſt be damned, notwithſtand .

ing that Revelation . And what would an Infidel de

fire more ? You allow him all he asks. In making

theGoſpel thus unneceffary to all Sorts of Men, you

give up the whole Chriſtian Cauſe. O tell it not in

Gath ! Publiſh it not in the Streets of Aſhkelon ! Left

the Daughters of the Uncircumciſed rejoice, left the

Sons of Unbelief triumph !

19. And as this Doctrine manifeſtly and directly ·

tends to overthrow thewhole Chriſtian Revelation , lo

it does the fame Thing , by plain Conſequence , in

making that Revelation contradict itſelf. For it is

grounded on ſuch an Interpretation of ſome Texts

(more or fewer it matters not) as flatly contradicts all

the other Texts, and indeed the whole Scope and Te

nor of Scripture. For Inſtance ; The Afferters of

this Doctrine, interpret that Text of Scripture, " ya

“ cob bave I loved , but Efau have I hated , as imply

ing that God in a literal Senſe hated Efau and all

the Reprobated from Eternity . Now what can pofli

bly be a more flat Contradiction than this, not only to

the whole Scope and Tenor of Scripture, but alſo to

all thoſe particular Texts, which exprefly declare,

" God is Love ? ". Again, they infer from that

Text, “ I will have Mercy on whom Iwill have

“ Mercy, ” (Rom . ix . 15. ) That God is Love only

to ſomeMen ,' viz . The Elect, and that he hath

Mercy for thoſe only : Flatly contrary to which is

the whole Tenor of Scripture, as is that expreſs De

claration in particular, " The Lord is lovingunto Eve

RY Man , and his Mercy is over ALL bis Works, **

(Pf. cxlv. 9. ) Again, They infer from that and the

like Texts, “ It is not of him that willeth, neither

of him that runneth, but of God that fbeweth Mer .

cy, ” that he ſhewech Mercy only to thoſe to whom

hehad Reſpect from all Eternity . Nay, but who repli

eth againſt God now ? You now contradict the whole

Oracles ofGod, which declare throughout, “ GOD

es is no Reſpecter of Perſons," (Acts x . 34. )
" There is

B.
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no Respect of Perſons with him ,” (Rom . ii . 11. )

Again from that Text, • The Children being not yet

born, neither having done Good or Evil, that the

“ Purpoſe of God according to Election , might fland,

• not' of Works, but of him that calleth . It was

faid unto her (unto Rebecca) The Elder ſmallſervethe

• Younger : " You'infer, that our being Predeſtinated

or Elect, no Way depends on the Fore-knowledge of

God : Flatly contrary to this are all the Scriptures ;

and thoſe in particular, “ Elezi according to the Fore

s knowledge of God,” (1 Pet . i . 2. ) “ ° Whom he did

" foreknow , be alſo did Predeſtinate," ( Rom . viii .

29. )

9 )

20. And, “ The fame Lord over all is rich in

Mercy' to all that call upon him ,", (Rom . x . 12. )

But you ſay, No, He is ſuch only to thoſe for

" whom Chriſt died . And thoſe are not All , but

“ only a Few , Whom God hath choſen out of the

66 World : For he died not for All, but only for

" thoſe who were choſen in him before the Foundation

“ of the World ," (Eph. i . 2. ) Flatly contrary to your

Interpretation of theſe Scriptures alſo is the whole

Tenor of the New Teſtament ; as are in particular

thoſe Texts, " Deffroy not him with thy Meat, for

whom Chriſt died," ( Rom . xiv . 15.) A clear

Proof that Chriſt died, not only for thoſe that are

faved, but alſo for them that periſh. He is “ the

so Saviour of the World ,“ (John iv . 42.) He is “ the

Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins of the

World ," (John i. 29.) He is the Propitiation, not

45 for ourSinsonly, but alſo for the Sins of the whole

" World," ( 1 John ii . 2. ) . “ He (the living God) is

" the Saviour of all Men , " (i Tim. iv . 10.)

gave himſelf a Ranſom for All," (1 Tim. i . 6. )

“ He taſted Death for every Man ,” (Heb . ii . 9.)

21. If you ask , “ Why then are not all Men fav.

sed ? " The whole Law and the Teſtimony an

ſwer, : firſt, not becauſe of any Decree of God, not

becauſe it is his Pleaſure they ſhould die. For,

* I live, faith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure in

or the Death of him that dieth," (Ezek . xviii. 32. )

W hata

"

ri He

65
as
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Whatever be the cauſe of their periſhing, it cannot

be his Will , if the Oracles of God are true ; for

they declare, “ He is not willing that any fhould pe

riſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance,” ( 2 Pet.

ii. 9. ) He willeth that all Men should be ſaved.

And they, fecondly, declare, What is the Cauſe why

all Men are not ſaved ; namely , that they will not

be ſaved : So our Lord exprelly, " They will not come

unto me that they may have Life,” (John v. 40.)

** The Power of the Lord is preſent to heal them . ” But

they will not be healed . " They reje&t the Counſel,"

the merciful Counſel of God againſt themſelves, as

did their ſtift -necked Fore - fathers. And therefore are

they without Excuſe, becauſe God would ſave them ,

but they will not be ſaved : This is the Condemna

tion , " How often would I have gathered you together ,

and ye would not, ” (Matth. xxiij. 37.)

22. Thus manifeſtly does this Doctrine tend to 0

verthrow the whole Chriſtian Revelation, by making

it contradict it felf ; by giving ſuch an Interpretation

of ſome Texts, as flatly contradicts all the other

Texts ; and indeed the whole Scope and Tenor of

Scripture. An abundant Proof that it is not of God .

But neither is this all . For, ſeventhly, It is a Doc

trine full of Blaſphemy ; of ſuch Blaſphemy as I

fhould dread to mention, but that the Honour of our

gracious God, and the Cauſe of his Truth , will not

ſuffer me to be filent. In the Cauſe of God then ,

and from a fincere Concern for the Glory of his

Great Name, I will mention a few of the Horrible

Blaſphemies, contained in this Horrible Doctrine.

But firſt, I muſt warn every one of you that hears ,

as ye will anſwer it at the Great Day, not to

charge me (as ſome have done) with blafpheming,

becauſe I mention the Blaſphemy of others. And

the more you are grieved with them that do thus

blaſpheme, ſee that ye confirm your Love towards them

the more, and that your Heart's Deſire, and continu.

al Prayer to God be, “ Father, forgive them , for

they know not what they do."

23. This premiſed, let it be obſerved , That this

DoctrineB 2
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Doctrine' repreſents our Bleſſed Lord, Fefus Chriſt the

Righteous, the only begotten Son of the Father, full of

Grace and Truih, as an Hypocrire , a Deceiver of the

People, a Man void of common Sincerity. For it

cannot be denied, that he every where ſpeaks, as if

he was willing that all Men ſhould be ſaved . There

fore to ſay, He was not willing that all Men ſhould

be ſaved, is to repreſent him asa mere Hypocriteand

Diſembler . It can't be denied that the gracious

Words which came out of his Mouth, are full of In

vitations to all Sinners. To ſay then , He did not in

tend to ſave all Sinners , is to repreſent him as a groſs

Deceiver of the People. You cannot deny, that he

fays, “ Come unto me allge that are weary and heavy

“ laden . ” If then you ſay He calls thoſe that can

not come, thoſe whom he knows to be unable to

come, thoſe whom he can make able to come but

will not, how is it poſſible to deſcribe greater Inſin.

cerity ? You repreſent him as mocking his helpleſs

Creatures, by offering what he never intends to give.

You deſcribe him as ſaying one Thing, and meaning

another : As pretending the Love which he had not:

Him in whoſe Mouth,was no Guile, you make full

of Deceit, void of common Sincerity : T'hen eſpe

cially, when drawing nigh the City, He wept over

it, and ſaid , " Oeruſalem , Jeruſalem , Thou that

" killeft the Prophets, and foneft them that are fent

" unto -Thee ; How often wou'd I have gathered thy

“ Children together ---and Ye wou'd not.” (ñ oeanca

xj řx Seandate) Now if you ſay, They wou'd, but

He wou'd not, you repreſenthim , (which who could

hear ? ) as weeping Crocodile's Tears, weeping 0

ver the Prey which himſelf had doomed to Deſtruc

tion .

24: Such Blafphemy this , as one would think

might make the Earsof a Chriftian to tingle. But

there is yet more behind ; for juſt as it honours the

Son , fo doth this Doctrine honour the Father . It

deſtroys all his Attributesat once. It overturns both

his Juſtice, Mercy and Truth . Yea , it repreſents

the moſt Holy God as worſe than the Devil ; as both

more
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more falſe, more cruel and more unjuſt. More Falſe ;

becauſe the Devil, Liar as he is, hath never ſaid ,

“ He willeth all Men to be ſaved .” More unjuſt ,

becauſe the Devil cannot, if he wou'd , be guilty of

ſuch Injuſtice as you aſcribe to God, when you ſay,

That God condemned Millions of Souls to everlaſt

ing Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels for

continuing in Sin, which for want of that Grace He

will not give them , they cannot avoid : And more

Cruely becauſe that unhappy Spirit ſeeketh Reft and

findeth none ; fo that his own reſtleſs Miſery is aKind

of Temptation to him to tempt others.. But God

refteth in his high and Holy Place : Șo that to ſuppofe

Him of his own mere Motion, of his pure Will and

Pleaſure , happy as he is, to doom his Creatures whe.

ther they will or no, to endleſs Miſery ; is to impute

ſuch Cruelty to Him , as we cannot impute even to

the great Enemy of God and Man, It is to repre

fent the moſt High God (He that hath Ears to hear,

let him hcar !) as more Cruel, Falſe , and Unjuft than

the Devil .

25. This is the Blaſphemy clearly contained in the

Horrible Decree of Predeſtination . And here I fix my

Foot. On this I join İflue with every Afferter of it.

You repreſent God as worſe than the Devil : More

Falſe, more Cruel , more Unjuft. “ But youſay you

“ will prove it by Scripture.” Hold ! Whatwill

you prove by Scripture ? That God is worſe than

the Devil ? It cannot be . Whatever that Scripture

proves, it can never prove this . Whatever its true

Meaning be, this cannot be its true Meaning. Do you

ask , “ What is its true Meaning then ? ” If I ſay, “ I

" know not,” you have gaind nothing. For there

are many Scriptures, the true Senſe whereof neither

you nor I ſhall know, till Death is ſwallowed up in

Victory . But this I know, Better were it to ſay , It

had no Senſe at all , than to ſay it had ſuch a Senſe as

this. It cannot mean, whatever it mean beſides, that

the God of Truth is a Liar. Let it mean what it

will , it cannot mean that the Judge of all theWorld

is unjuſt. No Scripture can mean, that God is not

LovesB 3

!
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1

Love, or that his Mercy is not over all his Works :

That is , Whatever it prove beſide, no Scripture can

prove Predeſtination,

26. This is the Blaſphemy for which , (however I

love the Perſons who affert it ). I abhor the Doctrine of

Predeſtination : A Doctrine upon the Suppoſition of

which , if onecould poſſibly ſuppoſe it for a Moment,

fcall: it Election, Reprobation, or what, you pleaſe,.

for all comes to the fame.Thing)one might ſay to our

Adverſary the Devil, “ Tbou Fool, why doft Thou,

roar, about any longer ? Thy lying in Wait for:

ss. Souls is as need leſs and uſeleſs as our Preaching. '

66 Heareſt thou not, That God hath taken Thy

6. Work out of Thy Hands ? And that he doth it.

" much more effectually ! Thou , with all thy Princi

palities and Power's, canſt only ſo affault that we;

may- reſt Thee. But He can irreſiſtibly deſtroy.

“ both Body and Soul in Hell! Thou canſt only ina

“ tice . Buthis unchangeable Decree , to leave Thou.

& ſands of Souls in Death, compels them to continue

&6 . in Sin, till they drop into everlaſting Burnings.

6- Thou temptefi: He forceth us to be damned. For

we cannot reſiſt his Will. Thou Fool, why goeft

66. thou about any longer, ſeeking whom Thou mayſt

so devour ?: Heareft thou not thatGod is the devour

6s.ing Lion , the Deſtroyer of Souls , the Murderer of

* Men ? Moloch cauſed only. Children to paſs thro? the

“ Fire ; And that Fire was ſoon quenched : Or the

66 corruptible Body, being conſumed , its Tormentwas

at an End. Bat God, Thou are told, by his Eter

- " nal Decree, fixed before they had done Good or

66 Evil , cauſes not only Children of a Span long, but

of the Parents alſo to paſs thro' the Fire of Hell: That

" Fire which never ſhall be quenched ; and theBody

" which is caſt thereinto, being now incorruptible and

- immortal, will be ever conſuming, and never con

“ ſumed : But the Smoke of, their Torment, becauſe it

os is God's good Pleaſure, afcendeth up for ever. and

27. O how wou'd the Enemy of God and Mạn re

joice to hear theſe. Things were fo ! How wou'd he :

ery aloud and ſpare not ? How wou'd he lift up his .

Voice

ever .
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riſing up

Voice and ſay , " To your Tents, o Ifrael! Flee

" from the face of this God , or ye ſhall utterly pe- ,

" S riſh . But whitherwill ye flee ? Into Heaven ? He

“ is there . Down to Hell ? He is there alſo . Ye

cannot fee from an omnipreſent, almighty Tyrant.

... And whether ye fee or ſtay, I call Heaven his

" Throne, and Earth his Footſtool to witneſs againſt

you , ye ſhall periſh , ye ſhall die eternally . Sing, O

“ Hell, and rejoice yethat are under the Earth ! For

“ God, even the mighty God, hath ſpoken , and

" devoted to Death Thouſands of Souls, from the

of the Sun , unto the going down thereof.

“ Here, O Death , is thy Sting ! They Thall not, cannot

Eſcape. For the Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken

" sit . Here, O Grave , is thy Victory ! Nations yet

" unborn, or ever they have done Good or Evil , are

doom'd never to ſee the Light of Life, but thou.

" ſhalt gnaw upon them for ever and ever . Let all

“ thoſe Morning-ſtars fing together, who fell with

Lucifer,Son of the Morning. Let all the Sons of

“ Hell ſhout for Joy !-For the Decree is paſt, and

66 who ſhall diſannul it ? " .

28. Yea, the Decree is paft. And ſo it was be

fore the Foundation ofthe World . But what Decree ?

Even this : " I will ſet before the Sons of Men , Life

" and Death, Blefing and Curfing. And the Soul

" s that chufeth Life ſhall live, as the Soul that chuſeth

• Death ſhall die. ” . This Decree, whereby " whom

" God did foreknow , he did.predeſtinate ,” was indeed

from everlaiting : This, whereby all who ſuffer Chriſt

to make them alive, are Elect, according to the Fore

“ knowledge ofGod," now ftandeth faſt, even as the

Moon, and as the faithful Witneſs in Heaven : And

when Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, yet this ſhall

not paſs away ; for it is as Unchangeable and Eternal,

as is the Being of God that gave it . This Decree

yields the ſtrongeſt Encouragement, to abound in all

good Works, and in all Holineſs : And it is a well

ſpring of Joy, of. Happineſs alſo, toour great and

endleſs Comfort. This is worthy of God . It is

every Way conſiſtent with all the perfections of his

Nature. It gives us the nobleſt View both of his Juſtice,

Mercy ,
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If any

Mercy, and Truth. To this agrees the whole Scope

of the Chriftian Revelation, as well as all the Parts

thereof. To this Moſes and all the Prophets bear

Witneſs, and our Bleſſed Lord and all his Apo

ſtles. Thus Moſes, in the Nameof his Lord , “ I

“ call Heaven and Earth to record againſt you this Day,

“ that I have ſet before you Life and Death, Bleſſing

“ and Curling ; therefore thufe Life that thou and thy

“ Seed may live.” Thus Ezekiel (to cite one Prophet

for all ) “ The Soul that ſonneth itpoall die : TheSon

“ hall not bear ( eternally ) the Iniquity of the Father,

" (xviii. 20. ) The Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall

“ be upon him , and the Wickedneſs of the Wicked fall

“ be upon him .” Thus our Blefied Lord,

“ Man thirſt, let him come to me and drink," (John

vii . 37.) Íhus his great Apoſtle St. Paul, ( Acts

xvii . 30.) “ God commandeth allMen, every where to

repent. All Men, every where :” Every Man in

every Place, without any Exception , either of Place

or Perſon . Thus St. James, If any of you lack

“ Wiſdom , let him ask ofGod , who giveth to all Men

“ liberaliy, and upbraideth not, and it shall be given

“ him," (James i . 5.) Thus St. Peter, (2 Pet . iii. 9. )

“ The Lord is---not willing that any should periſh, but

" that all ſhould come to Repentance :
And thus St.

John, If any Manfin , we have an Advocate with

" the Father,--- and he is the Propitiation for our Sins

“ And not for ours only, but for the Sins of the whole

“ World,” ( 1 John ii. 1 , 2. )

29. O hear ye this, ye that forgetGod ! Ye cannot

charge your Death upon him . Have I anyPleaſure at

all, that the Wicked ſhould die, faith the Lord God ?

(Ezek . xviii. 23 , &c .) Repent and turn from all your

Tranſgreſſions : So Iniquity ſhall not beyour Ruin. Cafta.

wayfrom you all your Tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have

tranfgreft , -- for why will ge die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? for

I have no Pleaſurein the Death of himthat dieth, faith

the Lord God. Wherefore turnyourſelves andliveye.

“ As I live, faith the Lord God , I have no Pleaſure

in the Death of the Wicked.-- Turn ye, turn ye from

your evil Ways: For why will ye die, Houſe of

Ifrael ? ( Ezek . xxxiii. 11. )
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Univerſal Redemption.

H

LTEAR, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord,

Father of All Mankind,

Spirit of Love, Eternal Word ,

In Myſtic Union join'd.

Hear, and inſpire my ſtammering Tongue,

Exalt my abject Thought,

Speak from my Mouth a Sacred Song,

Who ſpak'it the World from Nought.

Thy Darling Attribute I praiſe

Which All alike may prove,

The Glory of thy boundleſs Grace,

Thy univerſal Love.

Mercy I fing , tranſportingSound ,

The Joy of Earth and Heaven !

Mercy byeverySinner found ,

Who takes what God hath given ,

Mercy for All thy Hands have made,

Immenſe, and Unconfin'd,

Throughout thy everyWork diſplay'd ,

Embracing all Mankind.

Thine Eye furvey'd the fallen Race

Whenfunk in Sin they lay,

Their Miſery callid for all thyGrace,

But Juſtice ſtopp'd the Way .

Mercy the fatal Bar remov'd ,

Thy only Son it gave,

To ſave a World ſo dearly lov’d ,

A ſinful World to fave .

For every Man He taſted Death ,

He ſuffered once for All,

He calls as many Souls as breathe,

And all may hear the Call.

A Power to chuſe, a Will t' obey,

Freely his Grace reftores ;

We all mayfind the living Way ,

And call the Saviour ours,

Whom
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Whom his Eternal Mind foreknew ,

T'hat they the Power would uſe ,

Afcribe to God the Glory due,

And not his Grace refuſe ;

Them , only them , his Will decreed,

Them did He chuſe alone ,

Ordain'd in Jeſu's Steps to tread,

And to be like his Son .

Them, the Elcet , conſenting few ,

Who yield to proffer'd Love,

Juftify'd here heforms anew,

And glorifies Above .

For as in Adam All have dy'd,

So All in Chriſt may live,

May (for the World is juſtify'd )

His Righteouſneſs receive.

Whoe'er to God for Pardon fly ,

In Cbrift may be forgiven ,

He ſpeaks to All, “ Why will ye die,

And not accept my Heaven ! "

No ! in the Death of him that dies,

(God by his Life hath ſworn)

He is not pleas'd ; but ever cries,

Turn, O ye Sinners, turn .

He would that All his Truths ſhould own ,

His Goſpel All embrace,

Be juſtify'd by Faith alone,

And freely fav'd by Grace.

And ſhall I, Lord , confine thy Love ,

As not to others free ?

And may not every Sinner prove,

The Grace that found out me ?

Doubtleſs thro’ one Eternal Now

Thou ever art the ſame,

The Univerſal Saviour Thou,

And Jeſus is thy Name.

Ho ! every one that thirſteth come !

Chuſe Life ; obey the Word ;

Open your Hearts to make him Room ,

And Banquet with your Lord .

When
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When God invites, fhall Man repel ?

Shall Man th' Exception make ?

Come, freely come , WHOEVER WILL ;

And Living Water Take !”

Thou bid't ; and would'it Thou bid us chuſe,

When purpos'd not to ſave ?

Command us all a Power to uſe

Thy Mercy never gave ?

Thou canſt noć mock the Sons of Men ,

Invite us to draw nigh ,

Offer thy Grace to All, and then ,

Thy Grace to Moſt deny !

Horror to think that God is Hate !

Fury in God can dwell !

God could an helpleſs World create ,

"To thruſt them into Hell !

Doom them an endleſs Death to die,

From which they could not flee !

No, Lord ! thine Inmoſt Bowels cry,

Againſt the Dire Decree !

Believe who will that Human Pain

Pleaſing to God can prove :

Let Molock feaſt him with the Slain,

Our God, we know, is Love.

Lord, if indeed , without a Bound,

Infinite Love Thou art,

The HORRIBLE Decree confound,

Enlarge thy People's Heart !

Ah ! : Who is as thy Servants blind,

So to misjudge their God !

Scatter the Darkneſs of their Mind ,

And ſhed thy Love abroad .

Give them Conceptions worthy Thee ,

Give them , in Jeſu's Face,

Thy merciful Deſign to fee,

Thy all -redeeming Grace .

tir up thy Strength , and help us, Lord,

The Preachers multiply ,

end forth thy Light, and give the Word ,

And let the Shadows fly.

Oh !
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Oh ! if thy Spirit ſend forth me,

The meaneſt of the Throng,

I'll fing thy Grace divinely free ,

And teach Mankind the Song.

Grace will I ſing, thro' Jeſu's Name,

On All Mankind beitow'd ;

The everlaſting Truth proclaim ,

And ſeal that Truth with Blood .

Come then , thou all-embracing Love ,

Our frozen Boſoms warm ;

Dilating Fire, within us move,

With Truth and Meekneſs arın .

Let us triumphantly ride on ,

And more than Conquerors prove.

With Meekneſs bear th’Oppoſers down,

And bind with Cords of Love.

Shine in our Hearts, Father of Light ;

Jeſu , thy Beams impart,

Spirit of Truth , qur Minds unite,

And keep us one in Heart .

'Then , only then our Eyes ſhall ſee

Thy promis'd Kingdom come ;

And every Heart by Grace ſet free,

Shall make the Saviour Room.

Thec every Tongue ſhall then confeſs,

And every Knee ſhall bow ;

Come quickly , Lord , we wait thy Grace,

We long to meet Thee now.

THE END.
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