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THE

NEW BIRTH .

A DISCOURSE, & c.

JOHN III . 3.

Fefus anſwered and ſaid unto him , Verily, verily I ſay

unto thee, Excepta man be born again, he cannotſee

the Kingdom ofGod .

THEHE corruption of the ChriſtianWorld, and the

almoſt generallukewarmneſs of thoſe who have ſome

reſpect for Religion, renderit impoflible to preach

openly and conſtantly the deep Truths of Chriſti

anity without giving general offence.

Howitaturally ,having made fomeefforts towards

ſalvation,do we repoſe ourſelves as if we were at

the end of our career ! Perhaps we even think our

felves ſure of the prize before we have begun the

race ! And if any one ſhould venture to thew us

the folly and danger of ſuch conduct, we regard him

as a melancholy perſon, who conſiders only the dark

fide of things, and who takes a forrowful pleaſure to

make us view them in the fame light with himſelf.

This is one of the reaſons why thoſe who are

commiſſioned to thew us the way ofſalvation, are

afraid to dwell upon what Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid con

cerning the difficulties of the way, and the ſmall

number of thoſe who walk therein . Indeed if we

ourſelves are in the broad way that leadeth to de

ſtruction , it is not ſurpriſing that we ſhould ſpeak

but ſeldom of the unfrequented Path that leads to
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feels the

life ; and that we ſhould but feebly and ſparingly

preſs thoſe truths by which at length Wordlings

muſt be either convinced or confounded . But itis

certain , that if we are more ſincere, a thouſand

difficulties will riſe up to deter us, and ſhake the

reſolutions which we have formed to reſiſt the tor .

rent of prejudice and ungodlinefs.

We fear being accuſed of want of Charity, if we

declare as ftrongly as the Scripture does , That if

any man have not theſpirit of Chriſt he is none of his.
We are afraid of being charged with preaching a

new Doctrine, if we declare boldly with St. James,

That he who is thefriend of the World is the Enemy of

God. Or with St.Paul, That ſhe who liveth in plea

fure is dead while she liveth. And we find by forrow .

ful experience, that we muſt ſubmit to be counted

Viſionaries, and Enthuſiaſts, or ceaſe to declare

with the fame Apoſtle, that the true Chriſtian is a

man who glories only in the Croſs of Chrift ; who be

ing juſtified by Faith , has really peace with God ; that he

peace of God in his ſoul, as a ſeal of the pardon

of his ſins. That he rejoices in hope of the glory of God ,

And that he glories in tribulation, becauſe the love of God

isſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoſt given unto

bim . For it is certain that the world isalways the

fame, and that the Doctrine of Chriſt, as well as

his Croſs, is ſtill to the Jews a ſtumbling block ,

and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs : that it ſtill excites

the indignation of thoſe who falſely call themſelves

children of God, and is ridiculed by thoſe whom

the fooliſh wiſdom of this world fills with preſump

tion. Nevertheleſs as among thoſe who reje&t the

counſel of God in giving it the names of Enthi

fiafm , and dangerous Revery ; there are ſome who

are diſtinguifhed by their good deſires, and by ſome

ſparks of zealfor the Religionof our Fathers : and

as among thoſe who fightagainſt God, many do it

in ignorance, believing that they do him fervice ;

let us ſtrive to explain in this diſcourſe, one of thoſe

eſſential truths ofChriſtianity, upon which theſe half

Chriſtians meditate ſo rarely, and decry fo often ,

viz .
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siz . The Doctrine of our Regeneration, or New

Birth in Jeſus Chriſt.

And to ſuſtain the attention by the order of the

matter, as well as by the importance of the ſubject,

let us examine,

Firſt, Upon what occafion our Lord Jeſus Chriſt

declared, that Except a man be born again , he cannot

ſee the Kingdom of God ?

Secondly, What are we to underſtand by theſe

Expreſſions, To be born again ; to be regenerated ?

Thirdly, What are the reaſons upon which the

abſolute neceflity of our regeneration is founded ;

and how eaſy , and yet dangerous, it is to take the

reformation of our manners for the regeneration

of our fouls.

Laſtly, How we may come to a true renova

tion, without which no man can ſee the Kingdom of

God.

Reader, if you love the Truth , and if youhave

reſpect to the Eternal Son of God, whoſe words we

are now to conſider, lift up to him a mind diſen

gaged from prejudice, and beſeech him to apply to

your heart and mine, the profound truths of our

frext ! He taught them himſelf during the days

of his fleſhi, and he ſtill gives the knowledge of

them by the unction of his Spirit. Yes, Divine

Redeemer! Let thy Grace teach us, and thy Word

ſhall be in this houralſo a light unto our feet !

Deign to fhew us the Path which conducts to thee,

andgive us the will and the power to run therein
and follow thee in the regeneration, until we enter

in by thee into thy Kingdom: for thou art alone
the Path , the Door, the Truth and the Life !

PART THE FIRST.

To whom , and how our Saviour preached Regeneration.

THE Evangeliſt teaches us, that Nicodemus, a

Jew , as remarkable for his attachment to his Reli

A 3
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gion, as for his knowledge , his reputation, and his

rank, having heard of the Miracles ofJeſus, con

cluded that he was a Prophet fent of God , and

cameto ſee him by night ; probably to put to him

queſtions concerning the Kingdom of God, which

all the pious Jews then attentively waited for . Our

Lord knowing that the Ideas which Nicodemus had

of his Kingdom , were not leſs groſs than thoſe of

the reſt of the Nation, took this occaſion to unde

ceive and inſtruct him. He declares to him, that

the Kingdom of Heaven is of a nature ſo fpiritual,

that a man far from having power to enter, cannot

be in a ſtate even to ſee it, without a real Conver

fion . I ſay to you , adds he , that except a man be born

again, he cannot ſeethe Kingdom of God.

As if he had ſaid , Do not deceive yourſelf, Ni

codemus. My Kingdom is not of this world. Thou

haſt formed falſe ideas of it. Few of mankind can

ſee it, and thou canſt not enter into it thyſelf. Thy

temperance and moral virtues, thy zeal for the

Religion of your Fathers , and the exactneſs with

which thou fulfilleſt thy exterior duties, have not

yet prepared thee for the preſence of God. If thou

art not delivered out of the Eſtate in which thou

art at preſent, know that thy ſoul will always re .

main encompaſſed with darkneſs as thick as that

which envelopes an Infant who has not yet ſeen the

light. Thou rejoiceſt in a life animal and earthly :

but thou haſt loit in Adam a life fpiritual and divine.

Thou haſt loſt the life of God out of thy ſoul, and

thou canſt not recover it but by being born again.

Without a ſpiritual birth, it will be as impoſſible

for thee to ſee God, and rejoice in the brightneſs of

his face, as for an Infant not yet born to diſcover

the Sun, and rejoice in his light.

This Doctrine, altogether ſtrange as itmuſt ap

pear to the natural man, could not be wholly un

known to a Jewiſh Doctor. God had promiſed to

the Ifraelites, by the mouth of his Prophets, that

be would put a new ſpirit within them ; that he would

take away the heart of Alone out of their fleſh, and give

them an heart of fee; that he would circumciſe , or

change
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change entirely their hearts, that they might love him

withall their foul, and with all their ſtrength . David

had demanded of God with torrents of tears, that

he would create in him a clean heart and renew a right

Spirit within him . And Ezekiel, had cried to all the

people, Put away from you all your iniquities, make

you new hearts and newſpirits, for why will you die, O

boufe of Iſrael ? We may believe that after theſe

promiſes, theſe prayers, theſe declarations, theſe

menaces, expreſſed ſo clearly in the Old Teſtament,

a ſincere Jew muſt have ſome Idea of that fpiritual

change which diſtinguiſhes the faithful from the

children of this world . But as in the preſent day ,

among the people of God, there are ſome who con

ſcientiouſly fulfil many moral duties, and walk with

ſincerity in the exterior ordinances of Religion, -
without at the ſame time knowing by experience

what the New Birth is, fo it was in the times of

our Saviour. Nicodemus, notwithſtanding all his

virtue, his religion, his zeal, his fincerity, and his

love for inſtruction, was not yet regenerated : and

conſequently he augmented the number of thoſe

righteous perſons, who think they have no need of

deep repentance, or ſpiritual renovation.

Being therefore ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at hear.

ing the wordsof Chriſt, and being yet ſo blind as

to underſtand them in a groſs and literal ſenſe,

How can a man be born again , cried he, when he is

old ; can he enter a ſecond time into his Mother's womb,

to be born ? That which is born of the fleſh is Aeſh , re

plied Jeſus. In vain would you be born a ſecond

time of fleſh and blood, which cannot enter into the

Kingdom of Heaven. You could not thereby be

in a ſtate to enter into that Kingdom , for you can

only carry out of your Mother's Womb a nature

corrupt, fenfual, and earthly. It is of a ſpiritual

birth I ſpeak ; for only that which is born of the ſpi

rit is fpirit. And as the Kingdom of Godis purely

fpiritual I repeat to thee again, Verily, Verily, if a

man be not born of water and of the fpirit he can

not enter into it. If the pure waters of grace, of

which thoſe of Baptiſm are emblematic , do not

render
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render white as fnow thoſe fins which are red as

ſcarlet ; and if the powerful operation of the Spirit

of God does not renew all the faculties of his foul,

caufing him to be born again of incorruptible feed ,

by which he recovers the image ofhis Creator, and

becomes thus a partaker of the divine nature, he

ſhall have no part in the inheritance of the faints in

light : the entrance of that Kingdom ſhall be ſhut

againſt him for ever.

And as if it was not fufficient to have twice de

clared regeneration abfolutely neceſſary to falvation,

and to have ſupported his ſecond folemn declaration

by the word (not to ſay the Oath ) Verily, repeated

alſo twice, the Son of God ſeeing ſurprize painted

upon the face of Nicodemus ; and diſcovering by

thoſe Eyes which found the hearts and the reins,

that he could not receive his Doctrine, becauſe he

could not comprehend by what operation of the

ſpirit a foul can be regenerated : the Son of God, I

ſay, prays him , as with tenderneſs, not to be aſto

niſhed if he ſhould ſay to all thoſe who were preſent

as well as to him, ? e muſt be born again. And fear

ing left that which is myſterious inthe renewing of

the Soul, ſhould cauſe him to reject what hehad

ſaid as abſurd and impoſſible , with a patience and

wiſdom truly admirable, he ſtrives to make him ſee

the poſſibility of feeling the effects of the Grace

which regenerates, and at the ſame time the impoſ

fibility of deſcribing exactly its operations.

How great brevity and force are united in the

reaſonings of our Saviour ! The wind , ſays he,

bloweth where it lifteth, and thou beareſt thefound thereof,

but thou canſt not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it

goeth, ſo isevery one that is born ofthe ſpirit. As if

he had ſaid , Thou doſt not doubt but the wind is

ſomething real. Meantime you can neither paint

it, nor deſcribe it to a man who could neither feel

nor hear it ; much leſs could you ſay whence it

ariſes or whither it goeth . In like manner a Sin

ner who is regenerated, into whoſe foul God has

breathed the breath of ſpiritual life, knows that the

clouds of his underſtanding are dilipated : that God

has
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has called him out of darkneſs into his marvellous

light, and that the Sun of Righteouſneſs has riſen

upon him . He diſcovers with tranſports of holy joy,

the happy revolution it has made within him . He

ſees that he is paſſed from death unto life ; and he

feels that he isa child of God becauſe he has the

Spirit of Adoption which cries in his heart Abba

Father ! Becauſe the confolations of the Lord as a

fpiritual Zephyr ( if I mayfo expreſs myſelf,) rea

freſh his foul : and becauſe he is made partaker

of a power which was before unknown to him , and

of a felicity which eye hath not ſeen, which ear

hath not heard, and which has never elevated the

heart of the man who is not regenerated. But al.
though he feels theſe changes in himſelf, it is im

poſſible for him to paint them , or deſcribe how the

Spirit of God has wrought them. No, he cannot

make a man whoſe eyes the Lord has not opened,

ſee this Kingdom of God which is eſtabliſhed in his

ſoul. He cannot make him taſte thcle waters

ſpringing up into Life Eternal, this happineſs un

utterable, which inundates the heart ofa believer ,

It is the Pearl of great Price, the concealed Trea

fure, and the new Name which none knoweth but

he who receiveth it. It is the Word of Life, the

hidden Manna, which each muſt ſee , which each

muſt touch with his own hands, which each muſt

talte with his own mouth. It is the myſtery of the

Faith preſerved in a pure conſcience. It is the Seed

incorruptible, without which no man can be born

of God, nor ſee the Kingdom of Heaven .

An Anſwer fo poſitive might have fatisfied Nico

demus, but his incredulity forced him ftill to cry

out, How can thefe things be ? How true it is that

the natural man, though he ſhould be juſt, fincore,

temperate, andin ſome fort religious, cannot com

prehend the things of the Spirit of God ! How

true it is that they are fooliſhneſs to him, and that

he regards them always as things impoflible, unleſs

God reveals them to him as he does not to the

world. Be not then ſurprized at their behaviour,

to whom we often announce the profound truths

of

Y
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of Chriſtianity. The virtuous Nicodemus himſelf

cried out, How can theſe things be ? The Half

· Chriſtians may alſo cry out, This is carrying

things too far: This is yielding to Enthuſiaſm :
This is to loſe ourſelves in the clouds. The beſt

way to ſtop the mouths of theſe Unbelievers, is to

anſwer them as our Lord anſwered Nicodemus, Art

thou , ſaid he, a Teacher in Ifrael and knoweft not theſe

things ? That which we know we declare, and that

which we have ſeen we teſtify ; but, blinded by your

falſe. wiſdom , you receive not our teſtimony. : If I have

ſpoken to you of things material andterreſtrial, of

the properties of the wind which you feel, and

which you hear blowing every day upon the Earth,

and ye believe not, being neither able to under,

ſtand or render a reaſon for it : how could you be,

lieve and comprehendmy diſcourſe, if I ſhould

ſpeak to you of ſpiritual and heavenly things ? Of

the ſecret operations of regenerating grace, thepar

ticularities of that Second Birth, without which no

man can ſee the Lord ? It is thus that Jeſus Chriſt

confounds the ignorance and incredulity of this

Teacher in Ifrael, who knew not yet that which he

ſhould teach to others. Thus he gives him to un

derſtand, and us with him , that Religion doesnot

conſiſt in fpeculative diſſertations upon the Doc

țrines which it propoſes, but in an experimental

knowledge of its myſteries, in an unſaken faith

in the promiſes of God ; in the joyful anticipation

of that good which this faith procures for us, and

in the living and powerful ſentiments which lead

inſtantly to the practice of all the duties of anew

life. Reader, do you deſire to profit by theſe in

ſtructions of the Son of God ? If you believe that

he who cannot lie or deceive, has declared, that

you muſt be born again in order to enter his King

dom, do not loſe a moment in vain fpeculations.

Fall upon your knees before him who can ſoften

your heart, and cauſe the ſcales to fall from your

eyes. Demand of him that he may enable you

to ſee and feel the abſolute neceſſity of regenera

tion, and that you may receive the grace to ſeek
- it
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it with tears of fincere repentance. This is that

which Nicodemus did. Notwithſtanding the repug

nance which at firſt he felt to receive the Doc

trine of Regeneration , being convinced by the words

of our Saviour, he at length devoted himſelf. He

believed , and became aNew Creature ; for the

Goſpel teaches us, that he whodared not to come

to Jeſus butby night, andhad ſpoken to him only

to make objections, confeſſed him openly, (and by
conſequence his Doctrine ) even when all his Difci.

ples had abandoned him. ' O let us be ſtrengthened,

that we may be as ready to imitate his faith , as the

wordlings are to object with him, How can theft

things be ?

5

PART THE SECOND..

What we are to underſtand by theſe Expreſſions, “To
,

be born again : to be regenerated .”

ALTHOUGH our Saviour refuſed to anſwer an

unprofitable queſtion of the Jewiſh Doctor, upon the

manner of a foul being regenerated, it is nevertheleſs

not impoſſible to explainwhat is the ſtate of a foul

that is born again , and in what Regeneration doth

confift. In general we may ſay, it is that great

change by which a manpaſſes from a ſtate ofnature

to a ſtate of grace. He was an Animal Man ;in

being born again he becomes a Spiritual Man . His

natural birth had made him like fallen Adam , to

the old man , againſt whom God had pronounced

the ſentence of Death, feeing it is the wages of fin .

But his Spiritual Birth makes him like to Jeſus

Chriſt, to the New Man , which is created according

to God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. He was

before born a childofwrath , proud, ſenſualand ur .

believing ; full of the love of the World and of ſelf

love ; a lover of Money and of earthly Glory ard

Pleaſure, rather than a lover of God .' But by Re

generatio he is become a child , and an heirofGod,

heir with Chriſt. The humilicy, the

purity, t.. love of Jeſus, is shed abroad in his

heart

and a jo
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heart by the Holy Spirit which is given to him ,

making him bear the image of the SecondAdam . He
is in Chriſt a New Creature, old things are paſſed

away, allthings are become New . All the powers
and faculties of his ſoul are renovated. Hisunder

ſtanding heretofore covered with darkneſs, is illu

minated by the experimental knowledge which he

has of God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. His con.

fcience aſleep and inſenſible , awakes and ſpeaks with
a fidelity irreproachable. His hard heart is foften

ed and broken . His will, ſtubborn and perverſe, is

ſoftened, yields, and becomes conformable to the

will of God. His paſſions unruly, earthly and ſen

ſual, yield to the conduct of grace, and turn of them

felves to objects inviſible and heavenly ; and the

Members of his body, ſervants more or leſs to ini

quity, are now employedin the ſervice of righte

ouſneſs unto holineſs. Hence his ſoul, his body,

his fpirit, run with equalrapidity in the ſtraight path

of obedience ; and all that is within him cries out,

God forbid that I ſhould glory, fave in the Croſs

of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, by which I am cruci

fied to the World , and the World unto me. I know

no man after the Fleſh . I live not, but Chriſt liv ,

eth in me, and the life I live, is by faith in the Son

of God, who loved me and gave himſelf forme.

Such is theprodigious change whicha living faith,
produces in the ſoul of a repentant Sinner. Such

is the change which the Apoſtle calls a new creation,

a reſurrection from the dead, a paſing from death unto

life, the power of God unto Salvation, unto every one that

believeth ; and by which he is raiſed with Chriſt, and

walks in newneſs of life.

But to be more particular. We may reaſonably

ſuppoſe that when our Lord ſaid toNicodemus, a man

cannot ſee the Kingdom of God without being born

again, hemeant tocompare the ſpiritual birth of a

child of God, with the natural birth of a child of

Adam ; thus to have juſt Ideasof the firſt, it is

needful to conſider the ſecond, and to riſe from that

which is viſible and material, to that which is invi

fible and celeſtial.

· An



( 13 )

An infant which is not yet born, feels neither the

air nor the fuids by which it exiſts. It underſtands

not : the organs of ſenſe are not in a condition to

act It diſcovers nothing ; its eyes being cloſed to

the light and all ſorts of objects. It is true that

when it approaches thebirth , a principle of life is

manifeſted , and ſome feeble movements begin to

diſtinguiſh it from a maſs of matter ; but the objects
which ſurround it are not the leſs unknown. Al

though it is in the world, it has no more idea of that

which paſſes therein than if the world did not exiſt ;

not only becauſe the ſenſes are not yet unfolded,

but becauſe of the thick veil which ſurrounds, and

hinders its diſcovering the objects that are ſo near

it. So it is with theman who is not regenerated .

In God he lives and moves and has his being. But

he is not fenfible of his preſence, nor of that dia

vine breathing which nouriſhes the fpiritual life of

thoſe who are born again. The things ofGod, which

preſent themſelves continually to the mind of the

children of God, make no impreſſion upon him.

God calls, but he underſtands not his voice. Chriſt

offers himſelf to him as the bread that comethdown

from Heaven, but he cannot taſte that the Lord is

good. God would manifeſt himſelf to him, as he

does not unto the World, but the Eyes of his under ,

ſtanding are covered with fo thick a cloud that he

cannot diſcover him . He is a ſtranger and foreigner,

as St. Paul declares ; he is alienated from the life of

God by the ignorance that is in him : an ignorance
that makes him inſenſible of its exiſtence. He may

have ſome beginnings of ſpiritual life and motion

before he is regenerated. He may feel good deſires ,

and make efforts to turn to God ; but his fpiritual

ſenfes, are not yet unfolded, and the veil of obſcu .

rity ſtill covering his ſoul, he cannot ſee the Sun of

Righteouſneſs, nor the day of Life Eternal : he is

-not yet born of God .

Letus yet continue the parallel. The birth of

an Infant is commonly accompanied with forrows

inexpreflible. This blelling coſts fighs, tears, and

even piercing cries. In forrow ſhalt thou bring forth

B children ,

१Š
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:

children, ſays God to Eve, after ſhe had:finned ; and

this ſentence is alſo , more or leſs executed in a fpi

ritual ſenſe upon all finners who enter into life by

Regeneration . If Lydia felt the forrows of repent.

ance but for a moment before the Lord opened her

heart ; if three thouſand perſons were pricked to the

heart during the preaching of St. Peter, and were

immediately after regenerated, receiving Remiffion

of Sins and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt : the Scrip

ture teaches us thatDavid, Hezekiah, Manaſah and

St. Paul, did not paſs fo foon nor ſo eaſily from death

unto life. But however the circumſtances may dif

fer, it is certain that the change which accompanies

the New Birth is ſuch that none can be inſenſible of

it who have experienced it. A child is no ſooner

born than he exiſts in a manner altogether different.

He breathes ; he feels the air that ſurrounds him

and by an alternate motion receives it in and ſends

it forth continually . All his corporeal ſenſes are

affected by, and employed upon, theirproper objects.

His Eyes are openedto the light, andthence he per

ceives an infinite variety of new things. His ears

are ſtruck with a thouſand different ſounds; and the

faculty which he has of touching, tafting, and feel.

ing , diſcovers to him every moment fomething of

thoſe material things that are under the Sun. Re

generation cauſes an equal revolution in the foul of

a finner. He is no ſooner born of God than he

becomes ſenſible of the preſence of the Supreme

Being He can ſay by experience with David,

Thouhaſt beſet me behind and before, and laid thy hand

He renders back without ceaſing to God,

by prayer and praiſe, the breath of fpiritual life

which he receives by faith ; and acquiring every

moment new ſtrength, his fpiritual ſenſes are un

folded, exerciſed , and become capable of diſcerning

ſpiritual objects.

The Eyes of his underſtanding are opened. He

ſees in every place him that is inviſible. God who

commanded the lightto ſhine into the darkneſs, ſhines

into his heart , and enlightens him with the know

ledge of the Glory of God in the face of our Lord

Jeſus

upon me.
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Jeſus Chriſt. God lifts upon him the light of his

countenance. With Abraham he ſees the day of the

Lord, the day which is to him the beginning of

Eternal Life ;and ſeeing it he rejoices with joy un

ſpeakable. His ears are opened as well as his Eyes.

God does not now call in vain. He underſtands,

he knows the voice of his Shepherd . He comes to

him . He, taltes the good word of God, and the

powers of the world to come. ' In a word his fpiri .

tual fenfes are all in action ; the veil is taken away :

the things of God are no longer myſtery or foolith

neſs. He knows, he comprehends them. He feels

the peace which paſſes all underſtanding, the joy of

the Holy Ghoſt, and the love of God Thed abroad

in his heart. He knows that he is born of God.

He knows that he dwells in God, and God in him.

This is your ſtate, Reader, if you are a believer :

if you have that faith which is the ſubſtance of things

boped for, and the evidence of things notſeen. But if you

have never experienced that inward change, Judge

yourfelf that you be not Judged of the Lord. Be

deeply ſenſible and confeſs, that becauſe you are not

born again , you cannot ſee the Kingdom of God.

Conſider the reaſons which prove the abſolute necef

lity of Regeneration. They will infallibly convince

you ſuffer the Grace of God to make you

feel all their force and importance.

you , if

PART THE THIRD.

Why no Man can fee the Kingdom of God without being
born again.

It is certain from the teſtimony of facred Scripture,

that before the fall of Adam , our nature participated

of a Holineſs and Goodneſs, of which we have not

any remainsin coming into the World. In this ſtate

of ſpiritual life, Man loved God with all his heart,

with all his ſoul, and with all his mind. He ſerved

him with all his ſtrength. He gave him thanks for

all things. He rejoiced in him with joy unſpeak

able, and he had a conſtant communion with him

B 2 by
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hy the Holy Spirit, of which he was the Temple.

But by one man fin entered into the World, and

death by fin , and death paſſed upon all men becauſe
all have finned . Thus we are born children of

wrath , not only deſtined to bodily death, and ex.

poſed to death eternal, but already fpiritually dead

in Original Sin. Conceived in fin, and ſhapen in

iniquity, we are alienated from the life of God, hav.

ing only carnal and earthly affections, in which St.

Paul declares confifts the death of our ſouls. And

asGod is not the God of the dead but the living,

it is clear, that before we can call Jeſus Lord by the

Holy Ghoſt, or Father by the Spirit of Adoption ;

before we can experience that which St. Paul calls

the life of God, we muſt feel inwardly the power of

the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, and receive from

him a new heart anda right fpirit; fpiritual and hea

venly affections. This is the Sacred Oil with which

God anoints true Chriſtians. The want of this Oil,

of this vivifying grace, it is which cauſes the fooliſh

Virgins to be excluded from the Kingdom of Hea

ven , as well as the Adulterers.

But again . As the decrees of God are unchange

able, The Heavens ſhall be ſhaken , and the Truth

‘of God fail, before a child of Adam ſhall ſee the

face of God withoạt ſanctification , and the renew .

ing of the Holy Ghoſt. You muſt be transformed

by the renewing ofyour mind,in order to prove
his

holy, and acceptable, and perfect Will. It ordains

that you ſhall put off the Old Man, and put on the

New Man , created after him in righteouſneſs, and

true holineſs : and hedeclares folemnly by the mouth

ofhis Son, that none ſhall ſee his Kingdom without

being born again. Do not imagine that becauſe

God is good he will ceaſe to be true, and that he

forgets to be holy and juſtbecauſe he is patient. No,

his Mercy does not make him the Father of lies , and

you ſhould remember, that though Heaven and

Earth paſs away, his Word ſhall not paſs away.

But do you ſtill demand , why nothing that is im

pure and that defileth ſhall enter the Kingdom of

God ; and why there are none before his thronebut

the
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the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, and ſairds whoſe

robes are waſhed and made white in the blood of

Lamb ? The reaſon is clear. Sin, that leproſy of the

Devil, muſt not offend HIM , whoſeeyes are too pure

to fee evil. Defilement and iniquity cannot dwell

with the King of Saints. There is no refuge, no

dwelling place in the heavenly Jerufalem for Vipers,

Dogs, or Swine, The Proud, the Paſſionate, lying

and revengefulPerſons ; the Envious, the Covetous,

the Senſual, cannot enter there : and if they could ,

they would find God only a conſuming fire. Who

ſhall aſcend into the Hill of the Lord ?' ſays David .

He who hath clean hands, and a pure heart. Blef

ſed are the pure in heart, ſays Jeſus, for they ſhall

fee God. Miſerable are thoſe whoſe hearts are not

purified, for they ſhall never ſee him . There is no

communion between light and darkneſs, between

Chriſt and Belial. To ſee the face of God in righte

ouſneſs, we muſt be cleanſed from our naturalcor

ruption, and become partakers of the nature of

Chriſt, and of the image of God.

From henceitappears, that Regeneration is the

firſt degree of Salvation. Grace is the only way to

glory, and holineſs the one foundation of true hap

pineſs. If we do not learn to know, in this world,

Jeſus Chriſt who ſaves his people from their ſins, we

ſhall hear him ſay one day, Depart from me, I know

ye not, yeworkers of iniquity. God will receive into

his Kingdom onlythoſe whom Chriſt fhall fanctify in

foul, body, and ſpirit. As on the one fide, fin is

the feed of death , hell begins in thoſe who are not

regenerated. On the other, holineſs is life eternal ,

and heaven is already opened in the believing foul .

He who believeth in me faith Jeſus, hath eternal life;

he has the earneſt, the feal, and the foretalte of it

And as Hell cannot be fox thoſe who are faved from

their fins by Jefus, neither can paradiſe be for thoſe

who are not partakers of the Divine Nature. We

may add that it is as prepoſterous toflatter ourſelves

with the hope of Glory without having paſſed thro '

Regeneration, as to hope to fee noon -day, without

B 3
the
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the intervention of the morning, or the ſummer of

the year without the ſpring.

Moreover, to rejoice in the pleaſures that are at

God's right hand for evermore, it is needful to have

ſenſes and a taſte that correſpond thereto . The ſwine

trample pearls under their feet. Dogsprize an ingot

of gold nomore than a flint. The elevated diſcourſe

of a Philoſopher is infupportable to a ſtupid Mecha

nic ; and an ignorant Peaſant introduced into a circle

of men of learning and taſte,is diſguſted , ſighs after

his village, and declares no hour ever appeared to

him ſo long. It would be the fame to a man who is

not regenerated, if we could fuppofe that God would

ſo far forget his truth as to open to him the Gate of

Heaven. If his heart were not created anew ; if from

a natural he were not changed to a ſpiritual man ,

however blameleſs he had been in his life, he would

be as incapable of thoſe tranſports oflove which make

the happineſs of the glorified faints, as a horſe is to

admire the luſtre of a diamond , or a ſwine to con

template with delight the beautiful water of a pearl.

He is ignorant ofthe language of the heavenly

Canaan. He cannotexpatiate on the love of Jeſus

with the heavenly inhabitants. It would be inſup

portable for himnow to meditateone hour on the

perfections of God. What then ſhall he do among
the Cherubim and Seraphim , and the ſpirits ofjuſtmen

made perfect, who draw from thence their tranſport

ing delights ? Heloves the pleaſures and comforts

of an animal life ; but are theſe the ſame with the ex

erciſes of the ſpiritual life ? Are they not rather in

ſupportable to him ? And although he will not ac

knowledge it, does he not hate God in his heart ?

Yes, he hates him, if his actions are to be credited

rather than his words. He cannot employ himſelf

one hour in prayer to Jeſus without fecretly wiſhing

that the burthenſome toil was concluded . His con

verſations, his readings, his amuſements, as void of

edification as of uſefulneſs, rarely fatigue him ; bnt

one hour of meditation or prayer is inſupportable .

If he be not born again , not only he cannot be in a

flate to rejoice in the pleafures of Paradiſe, any more
than
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go.

than a deaf man to receive with tranſport the most

exquiſite Muſic, or a blind man to admire the works

of the moſt eminent Painters ; but the moſt raviſhing

delights of Angels would cauſe in him an inſupport,

able diſtaſte . Yes, he would baniſh himſelf from the

preſence of God, rather than paſs an Eternity in prof

trating himſelf before the Throne, and cryingday

and night, Holy, Holy, Holy , is the Lord of Hofts,

who is, and who was, and who is to come !

It is very eaſy for ſuch an one to ſay with the crowd

of Worldlings, “ I hope that God will be merciful,

and open to me the Gate of Heaven .” But it is

notſo eaſy to havejuſt ideas of the Heaven to which

he flatters himſelf he ſhall It were to be wiſhed

tha the would conſider thoſe words of our Lord, The

Kingdom of God is within you . They prove clearly that

Paradiſe conſiſts more in the heavenly difpofitions

of the hearts of the faithful, than in the glorious

pomp of a local Heaven . We ſee, in the book of

Job,thatSatan, intermingling himſelf with the Saints,

preſented himſelf with them before the Throne. But

was he the more happy ? No, the Kingdom of Dark. ,

neſs, and conſequently his own hell was within him .

On the contrary, we may eaſily conceive a Saint in

a local Hell ; an Abednego in the burning fiery fur

nace, or a St. John in the cauldron of boiling oil,

yet happy by virtue of the Kingdom of God within

them , even righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the

Holy Ghoſt. We conclude, that the Gate of Hea

ven muſt be opened upon Earth by Regeneration,

and by the Love of God, or that it will remain ſhut

and that a local Paradiſe would be only a

forrowful Priſon , to a man who was not regenerat

ed ; becauſe, carrying nothing thither but depraved

and earthly appetites and pallions, and finding no

thing here but fpiritual and celeſtial objects, diſguſt

and diffatisfaction muſt be the conſequence ; and,

like Satan, his own mind would be his hell. Sin

ners cannot now comprehend this. But when their

grace ſhall bepaſt, and they given over to a

reprobate mind, theyſhall terribly feel the neceflity

of a Spiritual Birth in order to be delivered from

Hell,

for ever ;

day of
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Hell, andto ſee the Kingdom of Heaven : but,

alas ! it will be then too late.

To all theſe conſiderations permit me to add ano.

ther, which ariſes from the nature of the thing, and

of itſelf claims our attention. Good fenfe cannot

but dictate to us, that drunkards, gluttons, and im

pure perſons, in aword, all the ſervants of Belial,

will, in the great day, follow the Maſter which they
now ſerve. And is it not alſo clear, that the unjuſt ,

the extortioners, the covetous, andall thoſe who de

fend the intereſt of the kingdom of darkneſs, under
the ſtandard of Mammon , ſhall be excluded the King

dom of Heaven' as well as their infernal Leader ?

And can we doubt, that the Worldlings, whoſe

minds are more occupied with the pleaſures and

comforts of this life, than with the love and glory

of God, will have theirportion with Satan who is the

God of this world ? Beſides, does not reaſon convince

us , that a depraved ſoul, loaded with the weight of

its own ſenſuality, will precipitate itfelf into the

abyſs, as a ſtone preſſed by its own weight falls tó
wards the centre ? And is it not as eaſy to con

ceive that the heavieſt and dulleſt of the feathered

animals, ſhould foar likean Eagle towards the Sun,

as to imagine that a foul thatnever had its conver

fation in Heaven ; that a ſoul who had never re

ceived by Regeneration the wingsof a firm faith, a

lively hope, and a burning love, ſhould be able to

follow . Jeſus, and aſcend to Heaven with the trium

phant Army of the Sons ofGod? We may then

clude, that our Saviour's words are founded on eter.

nial reaſon and juſtice, and that if a manbe not born

again he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God.

PART THE FOURTH.

DIVIDED INTO TWO SECTIONS.

SECTION 1.

How dangerous it is to take the Regularity of our Man

ners for the Regeneration of our Souls.

PERHAPS fome one will ſay, “ I am convinced

that perjured perfons, debauchees, murderers, and

thoſe

con
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thoſewho act unjuſtly, ſhall never ſee the Kingdom

of Heaven without being born again. But I thank

God I am not of this number. From my youth I

have lived in the practice of temperance and juſtice :

and I fatter myſelf I am alſo no ſtranger to Reli

gion . I conſtantly attend the Church ; I read the

word of God ;I pray and communicate regularly.

Are not theſe indubitable marks of my Regenera

tion ? And was I not born again of water, and of

the Holy Spirit, in my Baptiſm ?"

Before Ianſwer this queſtion, permit me to aſk ſome

which are not leſs important. Have you peace with

God ? Have you the remiffion ofyour fins ? Has God

revealed his Son in you ? When you
examine your

felf, do you feel that Chriſt is in you the hope of

Glory ? Have you received the Spirit of Adoption,

witneſſing with your fpirit that you are child of

God ? Have you ever beheld the light of God's

countenance, and felt the powers of the world to

come ? Do you taſte the heaven which faithful ſouls

enjoy even in this life, the love of God ſhed abroad

intheir heart by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto

them ? Is your ſoul athirſt for the living God ? Does
it pant after him as the thirſty Hart after the brooks

ofwater ? Doyou count all things as dung anddroſs

for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus ?

Are you no longer conformed to this evil world , but

do you live as a Stranger anda Pilgrim upon Earth ?

Doyou preſs with joytowards theheavenly Jeruſa

lem, in which are already your treaſure and your

heart ? Does your ſoul afcend to God, even as the

flame towardsHeaven ? Do you celebrate in all your

converſation the praiſes of him who has called out

of darkneſs into his marvellous light ? And do you

find within you the humility, the patience, the dif

intereſtedneſs, the renunciation of the World, the

holy joy, the tender zeal, the conſtant ſweetneſs, the

deſire to be with Chriſt, the modeſt gravity, the un.

feigned love, which characterizes true Believers.

If theſe queſtions do not ſurprize you , if the Spirit

of God have enabled you to found the depths which

they contain ; if your moſt lively concern be, that

you
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you experience thoſe heavenly diſpoſitions in a low

degree; and that your moſt vehement deſire is, that

youmay grow in grace every moment, until you feel

all the power of the reſurrection of Jeſus.--- you are

a child of God, you are born again ! Whether as
Samuel you have walked in the way of the Lord from

your infancy, or like St. Paul beheld the light of the

Sun of Righteoufneſs in the midſt of your career,

it imports not y all is yours, for you are Chriſt's,

and Chriſt is God's..

But if, far from finding in your heart, and in your

converſation, theſe Marks of a New and Spiritual

Birth , your conſcience riſes againſt you, and you are

forcedto confeſs, that you feel within you rather the

natural than the ſpiritual man, being moreoccupied

withEarth than with Heaven ; with yourſelf and the

World, than with the love of Jeſus, and the Glory

to which he calls you ; . we ſhould only lay a ftum .

bling block in your way, if we did not cry to you in

the words of our divine Maſter, Ye muſt be born

again, or you cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. We

mean not by this that you muſt reform your life

even as fcandalous finnners. No, you live, it may be,

aecording to the ſtrict rules of juſtice and temperance ,

You give alís, you fulfil the exterior cuties of relia

gion . We may believe even that, with Nicodemus,

you do all this in the integrity of your heart, and as

unto God. But the Lord declares, that altho' you

have the form of godlineſs youhave hitherto denied

its power. He declares that your righteouſneſs, which

does not exceed that of the Phariſees, willnever in

troduce you into the Kingdom of God. Yes, were

you a ſecond Cornelius, a devout man , fearing God

with all your houſe, giving much alms to the people,

ſeeking God with faſting and continual prayer ; if

God hath not accepted you in the Beloved ; if by

faith in the name of Jeſus you have not received re

million of your fins ; if the Holy Spirit have not de.

fcended upon you ; if God who knoweth the heart

beareth not witneſs to you as to him , purifying your

heart by faith ; your baptiſm has not faved you. And

although you may not be far from the Kingdom , you

)

1
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arenot yet pofſeſt of it, you are not yetregenerated.

You haye the fear of the Lord but not his love. You

are not yet a Child of God. Youſtill want the ſpirit

of adoption in order to be a Chriſtian ; for in Chriſt

Jeſus neither circumciſion , nor uncircumciſion avail.

eth any thing, but a New Creation, an entire change

of our ſoul, as well as of our life. In a word, a new

heart, a right fpirit : the Kingdom of God within us.

If theſe things be fo, (and they cannot be denied

without trampling under foot the truth as it is in

- Jeſus) ſuffer the word of God to penetrate into.your

ſoul. This day hear the voice of God, and harden

not your heart. The things which you read regard

your
eternal peace. Ah ! beware leſt

your
unbelief

hide them from your eyes for ever. Are you one of

thoſe Saintsof the World , who make a fair ſhew in

the fleſh ; and who, far from fuffering perſecution

for the croſs of Chriſt, are honoured ofmen, becauſe

you ſtill conform to the preſent World ? Who con

tent with your moral duties, and exterior piety, do

not come to Jeſus with the repentanee and importu

nity of thePublican ? Suffer this fooliſhneſs of preach

ing to pull off your maſk . Renounce your own wiſ

dom : tear off the vain robe of your own righteouſ

neſs ; and ſmiting your breaſt come to Chriſt with

the Publicans and Harlots, and groan for Regenera

tion, without which you cannot ſee the Kingdom of

Heaven. Nicodemus has ſet you the example. He at

length received the Kingdom as a little child , and

was more than conquerorthrough the blood of the
Lamb. Tread in his bleſſed footſteps. And if you

alſo are a Maſter in Ifrael, follow his ſimplicity, and

triumph likehimoverallyour prejudices, your doubts,

and the fear of thofe who ſay they are the Iſrael of

God and are not ; and having followed him in the

Regeneration, you ſhall foonfollow him to glory.

But if you are an open finner, if you live in the

practice of injuſtice, intemperance , impurity, or falſe

hood ; thirſting after gold or pleaſure; .deſpiſing the

name of God and his word ; we need not attempt

to prove that you are not regenerate. Your fins

have a voice, they cry as Jeſusdid to ſuch groſs of

fenders,

3
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fender's,you are of yourFather the Devil, for his works

you do.You knowitis fo ; your own heart condemns

you. Wonder not then that we denounce your utter

perdition, in the name of God, if you are not born

again. Strive to open your eyes, and behold the cor

ruption of your heart, that depraved ſource of your

ungodly manners. Behold the deſtroying Angel be

hind you, the eternal Abyſs opening under your

feet, and the Lord Jeſus ready to take vengeance

on you as his enemies. O that the idea of theſe aw

ful events may awaken, before their reality over

whelms you ! O may the fear of the Lord be in you

the beginning of wiſdom ! This moment turn to

your gracious God ; to -morrow may be too late.
This is the day of ſalvation for you. If you neglect

it, the coming night may be the commencement of

night eternal to your ſoul. And will you trifle with

a danger like this ? Will you do nothing to eſcape

the Sword of Divine Juſtice ? If your danger move

you not, conſider your intereſt. This would be

fufficient to produce an entire change in you, if you

would conſider it ſeriouſly. In this world God of.

fers you the pardon of your fins, and a happineſs

which can only beſurpaſſed by that of glorified faints;
and after this life a kingdom - a kingdom in the hea

vens. And will you careleſsly renounce this, becauſe

you cannot obtain it without pain ? Rather than be

born again do you reſolve to loſe a Crown of Eter

nal Glory ? To loſe your God, your Saviour, your

all ? Yea, to deſtroy yourſelf ?. Be not deceived. If

the Kingdom of Heaven be ſhut againſt you, the

Kingdom of Darkneſs, the Second Death becomes

your portion. If the Kingdom of God be not eſta

bliſhed within you ; if the foundation of it be not

laid in your ſoul in this life, by the righteouſneſs of

Chriſt; the peace of God, and the joy of the Holy

Ghoſt, the worm that dieth not, and the fire that is

not quenched, ſhall terribly revenge your contempt

for the blood of the covenant, in which your fins

might be waſhed away, if you had implored the fa

cred ſprinkling. Be not offended at our freedom .

God knows that if we ſpread before you the treaſures
of
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of his wrath, which he reſerves for the day of wrath ,

it is that you may fly to thoſe of his mercy. Theſe

are ſtill open. His great and precious promiſes are

ſtill for you. By theſe you maybe made partakers

of the Divine Nature in this life, and after death of

the inheritance among the faints in light.

SECTION II.

The Difference between the Reformation of a Phariſee, and

the Regeneration of a Chriſtian, more particularly con
A tered .

To the preceding Exhortation permit me to add

an Advice which is of the laſt importance. Many

finners acknowledge the neceſſity of Regeneration

without being profited thereby, becauſe they con

found it with Reformation of Life. Reader, beware

of this error. Remember, it is not ſufficient to die to

fin , if we be not raiſed into newneſs of life . It is a

little thing to ſay, “ By the grace of God I am not

what I was,” if we cannot ald , “ by the ſamegrace

I am what I never have been.” It is a little thing

to be able to ſay, “ I am no ſwearer, drunkard,

unclean perſon ; I do not walk after the fleſh :” un

leſs we feel at the ſame time that we walk in the

Atraight path of Faith , Hope, and Divine Love.

You are no longer unjuſt, well ; but like Zaccheus,

do you give the half of yourgoods to feed the poor,

and ifyou havewrongedanyman do you reſtorefour

fold ? You are no longer ſenſual and voluptuous ;

but are your affectionsſpiritual and divine ? You are

no longer enſlaved to pallion and anger ; but does the

peace of God which paſſes all underſtanding, keep

your ſoul in the ſweetneſs and patience of the Lamb

of God ? You are no longer filled with that pride

which made you hate your fuperiors, deſpiſe your

inferiors, and ſhun your equals ; but in its place, do

your heart the poverty of ſpirit, and the

humility of Jeſus ? Do you never indulge what one

calls “ a polite pride ?” Do you never pique your

ſelf uponyour gentility, or upon any worldly diftinc

tion ? You areperhaps an eminent perſon, and you

feel it is unworthy an honeſt man to lie or calum.

с

you feel in

niate ;
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niate ; but do you always firmly take part with the

truth ? Do you comfort, reprove, or exhort your

brethren with the ſweetneſs and zeal of a Chriſtian?

You no longer mock at the Word of God ; but do

you meditate upon it day and night ? And is it as

ſweet to your ſoul as honey to your palate ?

You are convinced it is a greatfin to take the name

of God in vain ; but do you rejoice with reverence

every time you pronounce, or think of that facred

name ? You deteſt impiety, you cry out againſt that

deluge of iniquity which threatens to deſtroy us ; but

are you not either tranſported with bitter zeal, or

lukewarm and filled with vain confidence ? You la

ment overmany that you fee at church , and at the

holy table ; butwhen you are there, do you rejoice as

in the preſence of the Lord ? Does all that is within

you cry out by happy experience, How dreadful is

ihis place ? It is the dwelling of the mighty God ! Do '

you inwardly feed upon the bread of Angels ? Do

you drink of the waters that ſpring up into everlaſt

ing life ? Do you taſte that the Lord is good ?

Youenter regularly into your clofet,and you blame

thoſe who neglect topray to their Father who feeth

-in fecret ', but do you there feek
your

God with tears

until he manifeſts himſelf to you as he does not unto

the world ? Are you fick of love ( to uſe the expref

fion of Solomon ), feeling that your beloved is yours,

and that you are his ; that his left hand is under

your head , and that his right hand embraces you ?

In a word , do you find there the grace of

Jeſus Chriſt, the love of God , and the communion

of the Holy Ghoſt ?

You feel that the life of a Chriſtian ought to be a

conſtant preparation for death, and as it is contrary

to good ſenſe to take thoſe diverſions in which we

would not that death ſhould find us, you therefore

leave Plays, Uſeleſs Vifits, Balls, Finery, Romances,
Cards, &c. to thoſe whom the God of this world

blinds, left they ſhould fee eternity ready to ſwallow

them up : but do you redeem the time, that you may

walk in all thoſe good works which the Lord has
prepared for you? Does the love of Chriſt ccnftrain

you, ſo that your duty becomes your delight ? Do

you

our Lord
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you love to viſit the Lord Jeſus in priſon , and in the

abode of the widow and orphan ? Do you ſeek the

Poor that are defpifed ? Are you merciful to the

utmoſt of your power, both to the bodies and the

fouls of men ? And do you find more pleaſure in

adminiſtering to the afflicted, and weeping with thoſe

that weep, than the children of this world experi

ence in all their vain delights ?

Yourlife is not irregular, thanks be toGod! You:

do not live any longer in preſumptuous fins. But do

you feel the fprinkling of the blood of Chriſt ? Do.

you know that youhave redemption through his

blood the forgiveneſs of your fins? In a word, are

you crucified with Chriſt, living no longer to your..

ſelf, but to God ? Is Chriſt your life ? Do you feel

that
yourLife is hid with Chriſt in God ?

Reader, behold in theſe queſtions the Difference

between the Reformation of a Phariſee, and the Rem

generation of a Child of God. Somedegreesofpre
venting grace , and of reaſon and reflection, fuffice for

the firſt,but nothingleſs can effect the ſecond, than

a Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, and areal participa-

tion of the death and reſurrection of Jeſus. Beware,

if indeedyou would fly from the wrath to come, and

ſee the Kingdom of God, beware that you reſt not

in the former ſtate. If you do, the Publicans and

Harlots ſhall go mto the Kingdom of Heaven before

you , or rather you ſhall never enter therein , Chriſt

himſelf has folemnly declared it, Matt. v, 20. xxi..

31. Accuſe us not of ſeverity , in thus following

Eternal Wiſdom , and in not daring to make void

any words written in the Book of Life. To flatter

you in this reſpect. would be to loſe our own ſoulsy;

and that without remedy.

We arenotignorant, that the voice of worldlings,

like the found of many waters lifts itſelf up on all
fides and drowns that of the Saviour. In vain we

declaré, that thoſe who falſely call him Lord, ſhall

not enter into his Kingdom . In vain we cry to fin

ners to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtraight gateof Re..

generation, becauſe many will ſeek to enter by that

of Reformation , and ſhall not be able. Sinners, al

Ways incredulous and obſtinate , and ever carried .

C.2 . away
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away by the multitude, refuſe to hear the voice of

their Shepherd. Wolves in ſheep's cloathing betray

them. Death ſeizes them before they are born again ,

and chains of darkneſs keep them bound to the judg

ment of the great day. Fools ! to be blinded by that

which ſhould open their eyes, viz, the multitude that

are content to live without Regeneration. As if

Chriſt had not expreſsly faid , Many are called but

few chofen ; that his flock is a little flock ; and that

few walk in the narrow path that leads to life.

Renounce , Reader, renounce the preſumptuous

folly ofworldlings, and if the charm be not yet bro

ken, fuffer the grace ofGod to break it this moment!

Say not you are rich and need nothing . Depend not

on your good works, your ſincerity, your religious

duties, your own righteouſneſs. Acknowledge, on

the contrary, that as you are not born again , you are

yet in your ſins ; poor, and miſerable, and blind, and

naked . Feel the neceſſity to buy gold tried in the fire

that you may be rich ; and white cloathing, that theframe

of your nakedneſs may not appear .; undto anoint thine eyes

wiih eye -ſalve that thou mayel fee. Cry out, like the
penitent Publicun , with a broken and contrite heart,

or as Saul praying day and night for the Spirit of

God, Lord be merciful to me a finner ! Lord who

ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? Lord

what ſhall I do to be born again ? If theſe be the

deſires of thy foul, attend to the Concluſion of this

Diſcourſe. There you ſhall ſee, that however dana

gerous your cafe may be, it is not deſperate ; and

you ſhall be convinced, that there is balm in Gilead ,

You ſhall confeſs that faith in the blood of Chriſt can

not only heal the woundsof a dying foul, but raiſe

to life one that is fpiritually dead.

THE CONCLUSION .

By what Means a Soul may be born again.

God takes the Title of, Slow TO ANGER ; ABUN,

DANT IN GOODNESS AND TRUTH . He ſwears by him .

felf, that he has no pleaſure in the death of a linner ,

but that he ſhould be converted and live ; and the

effects anſwer to thoſe tender declarations, His

mercy
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mercy has found a way to raiſe fällen man, ( if hr

will yield, ) and to place him again among his chil

dren , without wounding his juſtice. This way is

aſtoniſhing, unthought of, incomprehenſible. It ſur

paſſes infinitely the conjectures of Angels, and the

deſires of men. And it is fo infallible, that all who

have a due fenfe of their miſerable fall in Adam ; all

thoſe who feel that they can no more regenerate

themſelves than they can create a new heavens and

a new earth , may come to God, and receive Rege

neration freely and by grace, and a right to the

Kingdom of Heaven .

Reader, you have heard of this remedy a thouſand

times. But on the one hand, knowing neither your

indigence nor your malady ; and on the other, hay .

ing your underſtanding darkened by your unbelief,

you have neither, perhaps, conſidered nor appré

hended as a Chriſtian the things which belong to

your peace. May you receive them now as the Gofa

pel of Chriſt, which is the power of God unto fal

vation to every one that believeth !!

Know then that the Regeneration which we preach ,

is nothing elſe than the two great operations of the

Spirit ofGod upon a penitent foul. The firit, called

Fuftification, or the remillion of Sins, is that gratuit

ous act of the divine mercy, by which God pardons

the finner, who believes in Jeſus, all his palt ſins,

and imputes his faith to him for righteouſneſs. Be

caufe feeling that he has no righteouſneſs, that he

can do no work that is good in the fight of God, he

ſubmits to the righteouſneſs of God. He receives
with his heart, Jeſus Chriſt as his Saviour, his gra

tuitous Saviour, his fole Saviour, and he knows that

he has received him becauſe God fills him with

peace and joy inbelieving, and becauſe he receives.

dominion over all his fins.

This dominion over ſin , which the Believer receives

with the remiſſion of his paſt ſins, is the beginning

or foundation , of the ſecond part of Regeneration,

called in the holy Scripture, Sanctification. For in

the ſame moment that the finner receives this Faith ,

the Faith which juſtifies ; -at the ſame moment that

the Spirit of God witneſſes with his Spirit that his

C 3 fins



( 30 )

fins are pardoned, he receives the power to love

much , as he feels that he has much forgiven. The

love of God being thus ſhed abroad in his heart,

cauſes an extraordinary revolutionin all the powers

of his foul, and makes him feel, though perhaps in

a low degree, the Effects ofthe New Birth , de.

ſcribed inthe ſecond part of this diſcourſe.

We are far from concluding that the body of ſin

is deſtroyed by this circumciſion of the heart, this firſt

revelation of Chriſt in thefoul of a ſinner. No, the

Old Man is only crucified with Chriſt; and although

he cannot act as before, he lives ftill, and ſeeks oc

caſion to diſengage himſels, and to exerciſe his ty

ranny with more rage
than ever. David and St. Peter .

had painfulexperience of this; and hencewe ſee that
fanctification is not generallythe workof a day, nor

of a year. For although God can cut ſhort his work

in righteouſneſs, as the penitent thief found it afore

time, and as many finners called at the eleventh

hour have found it ever fince, it is nevertheleſs in

general a progreſſive work , and of long duration .

We therefore define Sanctification to be, thatpower

ful work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart of a para .

doned finner, by which he receives power to go on .

from faith to faith ; by which, illuminated more and

more to ſee the glory of God in the face of Jeſus,

Chriſt, and renewed day by day in the image of his

Saviour, which he had loſt in Adam , he feels himſelf

internally changed from glory into glory, until he
is filled with all the fulneſs of God : until he loves :

the Lord his God with all his heart and with all his .

ſoul, and with all his ſtrength , and his neighbour as.

himſelf, evenas Chriſt loved him . This is the highest.

point of the fanctification of a Believer, and confe..

quently his Regeneration is complete..

San &tification cannot thereforebegin before Juſtifi-..

cation ; for ſeeing that the Spirit of God fanctifies the

heart of a finner, that Spirit muſt be received. But

he is not received but in the finners being pardoned.

For according to Scripture , the firſt operation of the

Spirit of Adoption is to cry Abba, Father ! in the

heart of which he takes poffeffion ; to teſtify to the

fpirit of the Believer that he is a child of God, ard:
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.

of

to give him the foretaſte of his heavenly inheritance .

Belide, reafon convinces us, that God cannot con

municate his nature, and the graces of his Spirit,

to a man whoſe fins he has not yet pardoned. A

King is not bountiful to a rebellious ſubject before.

he reſtores him to his favour..

Thus our Church alſo declares in her thirteenth

Article , « That works done before the
grace

Chriſt and theinſpiration of his Spirit are not plea

fant to God, forafmuch as they ſpring not of faith

in Jeſus Chriſt ; Yea, rather for that they are not .

done as God has willed and commanded them to be

done;, we doubt not but they have the nature of ſing,

however good they may appear to men."

- This being admitted, it is evident, that for a ſin.

ner to know how he is to be regenerated, he is to

confider how hemay be juſtified and fanctified. Upon

this the Scripture is clear . By grace ye areſaved,

ſays St. Paul, through faith , and that not of your..

felves it, is the Gift of God, not of works left any

Man ſhould boaſt, being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus

unto goodworks. As if the Apoſtle had faid, by,
the faith God has freely given you , you are faved:

from your fins ; delivered from the puniſhment which

they deferve, by juſtification , and from their domi.

nion over you by fanctification . Hence you are re.

generated and New Creatures ..Thus St. Pauldeclares

that a living faith is the gate of falvation, and all the

Scripture declares it with him . He who believeth

Thall be ſaved , ſaysJeſusChrift; hewho believeth hath .

everlaſting life, and fhall not come into condemna-

tion, but is paſſed from death unto life. And St.

Föhn ſhews us that this palling from death untolife,

and Regeneration is the ſame thing. He who believe

eth is born of God, ſays he, in his firſt Epiſtle, and

in his Goſpel, he declares, that thoſe who receive

Chrift ,to them he gives power to become the Sons :
of God, even to thoſe who believe on his name, who

are born not of the will of man , but of God .

Our Church declares the famething. In herHo

milies the teaches, that the only inftrumentneceſſary

to ſalvation is Faith , which is there defined , “ ſure ,

and

a
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and firm confidence, that thro ' the merits of Chrift ,

our fins are forgiven, and we reconciled to God.”

Obſerve here, Reader, with reſpect to Faith, none

can enjoy it but thoſe who have felt their need of it .

Jeſus Chriſt never gives this ſweet aſſurance, this tef

timony of his Spirit, but to thoſe whoſe hearts are

xeally contrite. Corne to me, ſays he, all ye
who labour

and are heavy laden, and I will giveyou ref. He in

vites no others, he comforts noothers. Before the

Spirit of God convinces the world of righteouſneſs,

he convinces of ſin , becauſe they believe not in Jeſus.

Nonecan come to the Son for juſtifying faith, unleſs
the Father draw him by a ſenſe of his ſins,, and by

the fear of that puniſhment which he merits.

If theſe truths have diffipated your doubts. If you

no longer halt between God and Baal. If you are

convinced, that you can never ſee the Kingdom of

God without being born again , and thatthe fole

means of obtainingthis blefling, is by a Faith ofthe

operation of God,and which is the power of God

unto Salvation ; a Faith by which Chriſt is revealed

in us, and we obtain peace with God. A Faith which

is the ſubſtance ofthingshoped for and the evidence of things

not ſeen . Whichpoints, like John the Baptift, to the
Lamb of God who taketh way the ſin of the world,

and who freely and graciouſly gives this Faith to

thoſe who earneſtly ſeek it . Come then, dear

Reader, come to the throne of grace ; but come

condemned by your conſcience, burdened by the

weight of your iniquities, and pierced with a ſenſe

of your unbelief, and hardneſs of heart. Implore

the mercy of your Judge until he ſhews himſelf youx

Father in giving you the Spirit of Adoption ; your

Jeſus in ſaving you from your fins ; your Christ in

giving you the unction of the Holy Spirit ; your

Emanuel in revealing himſelf in you, and dwelling

in your heart by Faith .

He invites you himſelf. Ho! every one that thirſteth

come ye to the waters ! You who have no money, who are

poor in/ pirit, who tremble at my word, come, buywine and

milk without money and withoutprice. Why do ye ſpend

your money for that which is not bread, andyour labour for

that which fatisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and
-eat
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eat that which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in

fatneſs. Cometo me! Hearken ! And Iwill make an ever

laſting covenant with you, even theſure mercies ofDavid,

and your ſoul ſhall live. In the great day of the feaſt,

Jeſus cried, ſaying, if any man thirſt let him cometome

and drink. He whobelieveth in me, out of his belly fball

flow rivers of living water . And this, ſays St. John,

Spake he of the Spirit which they who believe on himſhould

receive ; for the Spirit was not yet given becauſe that Jeſus

was not yetglorified.

But Jeſus is glorified ; he is afcended to his Fa

ther, and to our Father, to his God , and to our God !

And from the throne of his glory he fends every
day, into contrite hearts, the Comforter, whom the

world cannot receive, becauſe it defires not to know

him. But you, afflicted foul, ſhall receive him , if

indeed you pant after him, and refuſe to be comfort

ed until he comes. The time cometh, yea is now

come, that you ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and

in truth ; and filled with the Spirit of Truth you alſo

ſhall cry out, I know in whom I have believed !

Lord now let thy ſervantgo
for mine eyes

have ſeen thy ſalvation ! Yes, you ſhall be baptized

with the Holy Ghoit forthe remiſſion of Sins, and
juſtified freely by faith . You ſhall have peace with

God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rejoice in

God your Saviour with joy unſpeakable and full of

glory, Alk, and it ſhall be given you » ſeek and ye ſball
find, knock, and it hall be opened unto you. If ye, being

evil, know how to give good gifts unto yourchildren, how

much morė ſball your heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit

to them that aſk him ? Doubt not the fidelity of God !

Conſider, the promiſe is unto you , and to your chil .

dren, and to all who are afar off, whom the Lord

your God ſhall call. The God of truth has made

this glorious promile. Pray that it may be ſealed

upon your heart! But pray with all prayer, and

ſupplication at all times : watching thereunto with

all perſeverance. And remember,that when your
prayer is granted you ſhall be in Chriſt a New Cream

ture. The Spirit of God ſhall bear witneſs to your

fpirit that you are a Child of God, and that your

Faith is really that which juſtifies and regenerates.

in
peace

Take
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Take heed in the mean time, that impatience and

unbeliefmingle not with the ſenſe of the number and

greatneſs of yourfins, and ſo plunge you into diſcou

raging and exceſſive forrow . Are you tempted to
doubt of the mercy of God ? Re-animate your hope

by meditating on the invitations of the God of all

grace, and the promiſes of the God of truth . Is

your ſoul ſpiritually fick, yea dying ? Conſider that

Jeſus has ſaid, the whole have noneed of a phyſi

cian, but thoſe who are ſick. Is it fpiritually dead ?
Hearken to God manifeſt in the fiefh , I am the reſur

rection and the life ; he that believeth in me though

he were dead yet ſhall he live, and he who liveth

and believeth in me ſhall never die ! You feel that

you are loſt, Jeſus ſays expreſsly , I am not fent but

to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. The Son of

man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which was loft.

Do you doubt if he willreceive you ? He ſays him ..

ſelf he will not break a bruiſed reed, nor quench the

ſmoaking flax. Hethat cometh unto me I will in

no wife caſt out. Do you feel that it is impoffible

fach a corrupt foul as yours ſhould be regenerated ?

Jeſus ſays toyou, believe, and you ſhall ſee the glory

of God : all things are poſſible to him that believeth.

Doyou fay you have no power? Remember, power

belongeth unto God I will put my laws , fays he,
in your mind, and write them in your heart. I will:

be to you a God, and you ſhall be to me a people ,

Do you doubt if God can with juſtice pardon ſins as

great as yours ? Come, ſays he, let us reaſon togea

ther ; though your fins were as ſcarlet they ſhall be

white as ſnow ,though red as crimfon, yet ſhall they

be as wool. Yes, fays St. John, if we confeſs our
fins, he is faithfuland juſt to forgive us our fins,

and to cleanſe us from all unrightēouſneſs.

Immortal ſpirit, who readeſt theſe promiſes, why

tarrieſt thou ? Why do you not cry out with tran

ſport, the Lord is faithful to pardon my ſins ! He

has promiſed and he will do it. I will then confeſs:

them to him day and nightwith tears : I will not

give reſt tomy eyes, till they have ſeen the ſalvation .

of God. Conſider ! It is becauſe the Almighty is .

juff that he will cleanſe you from all fin . Yes, his

Sang
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Son , his only Son , has fatisfied Divine Juſtice for

you. The ſtroke aimed at you has fallen upon his

innocent head . Theheavenly Victimſtretched upon

the croſs, has been devoured by the fire of that eter

nal vengeance which flamed againſt you . The odour

of this all perfect facrifice has reconciled that God

who is a conſuming fire to the finner. The blood

of the new covenant has flowed : it has made a pro

pitiation for your fins. This blood, far from crying

for vengeance like that of Abel, merits, demands, ob

tains for you, Repentance, Faith, Regeneration , and

Eternal Life. The Paſcal Lamb, the Lamb with

out ſpot or blemiſh, is ſacrificed for you. God with

holds the arm of the deſtroying Angel, until this

precious blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon your ſoul;

until you are born again . The Holy Jeſus who

fears left you ſhould periſh in your impenitence,

haſtes to offer you life eternal. Behold , ſays he,

ſtand at the door and knock . If any man hear my

voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and

fup with him and he with me. He ſays to you , by

the mouth of his apoſtle, that he who hath the Son

hath life, and he who hath not the Son of God hath

not life, but the wrath of God abideth on him . He

exhorts you by his ſervant David, to kiſs the Son left

be be angry, and you periſh from the way , if his

wrath be kindled but a little. Oh ! Reader, grate

fully accept thoſe kind invitations; proſtrate your
ſelfat the feet of the Son of God, open the door of

your heart to him , and cry inceffantly, Come in ,

Lord Jefus, Come in ! Confeſs your poverty , your

fins, your miſery, until the Kingdom of God is with

Mourn till you are comforted : hunger

and thirit after righteouſneſs till you are ſatisfied ;

and travail in birin till Chriſt is formed within you :

till being born of God you bear the image of the

heavenlyAdam , as you have borne the image of the

earthly.

I conjure you by the Majeſty of that God before

whom Angels rejoice with trembling ! By the terror

of the Lord , who may ſpeak to you in thunder, and

this inſtant require your ſoul ofyou ! By the tender

mercies, the bowels of compaffion of your heavenly

Father,

in you .
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Father, which are moved in your favour, all un .

grateful as you are ! I conjure you by the incarna..
tion of the Eternal Word, by whom you were

created : by the humiliation, the pains, the tempta

tions, the tears, the bloody ſweat, the agony, the

cries of our great God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! I

conjure you by the bonds, the inſults, the ſcourg

ings, the robes of deriſion, the crown of thorns, the

ponderous croſs, the nails, the inſtruments of death

which pierced his torn body ! By the arrows of the

Almighty, the poiſon of which drank up his ſpirit !

By that myſterious ſtroke of wrath divine, and by

thofe unknown terrors which forced him to cry out,

My God , My God, why haſt thou forſaken me! I

conjure you by the intereſts of your immortal ſoul,

and by the unſeen accidents which may precipitate

you into eternity ! By the bed of death , upon which

you will ſoon be ſtretched, and by the uſeleſs fighs

which you will then pour out, ifyour peace be not

made with God ! I conjure you by the ſword of di

vine juſtice , and by the ſceptre of grace ! By the

found of the laſt trumpet, and by the ſudden ap

pearance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with ten thou

fand of his holy Angels ! By that auguſt Tribunal,

which you will appear with me, and which ſhall

decide our lot for ever ! By the vain deſpair of hara .

dened finners, and by the unknown tranſport of re

generate fouls ! I conjure you from this inſtant work

out your ſalvation with fear and trembling. Enter

by the door into the ſheepfold : fell all to purchaſe

the pearl of great price : count all things dung and

drofs in compariſon of the excellency of the know

ledge of Jeſus Chriſt ! Let himnot go till he ble les

you with that faith which juſtifies, and that fanctifi

cation, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord !

And foon tranſported from this vale of tears, into

the manfion of the juſt made perfect, you ſhall caſt

your crown of immortal glory at the feet of Him

that fitteth upon the throne, and before the Lamb,

who has redeemed us by his blood : to whom be the

bleiling, and
thejun 2017

, the glory, and the

power for ever and

at

FINI970





1

1

1

|

H






	Front Cover
	ديمها . ...
	DISCOURSE, &c. ...
	(5) ...
	(6) ...
	(22) ...
	29) ...

