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Converſation the Firſt.

MONDAY, 25th of June, 1744..

T

:

HE following Perſons being met at the

Foundery, John Weſley, Charles Weſley,

John Hodges, Rector of W'envo, Henry Pi

ers, Vicar of Bexley, Samuel Taylor, Vicar

of Quinton, and John Meriton, after ſome

Time ſpent in Prayer, the Deſign of our Meeting was

propos'd, namely to Confider,

1. What to Teach .

How to Teash and

3. What to do ? i. e. How to Regulate our Doctrine,

Diſcipline and Practice.

We began with conſidering the Doctrine ofJuſtificati

on : the Queſtions relating to , with the Subſtance of the

Anſwers given thereto, were as follows.

2. 1. What is to be juſtified ?

A. To be pardon'd, and received into God's Favour,

into ſuch a State that if we continue therein , we ſhall be

finally ſaved .

2 2. Is Faith the Condition of Juſtification ?

Ā . Yes ; for everyone who Believeth not is Con

demned; and every One who Believes is juſtified .

2. 3. But muſt not Repentance and Works meet for

Repentance go before this Faith ?

A. Without doubt : If hy Repentance you mean

Conviction of Sin ; and by Worksmeet for Repen

tance,obeying God as far as we can , forgiving our Bro

ther, leavingoff from Evil, doing Good and uſing his

Ordinances according to the Power we have received .
P. 4. What is Faith ?

A. Faith in General is, a Divine, Supernatural Elen

chos of things not ſeen ; i. e. of Paſt, Future or Spiri

tualA 2
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:

tual things : It is a Spiritual Sight of God and the

things ofGod.

Firít , a Sinner is convinced by the Holy Ghoſt,

“ Chriſt loved me and gave himſelf forme" _This is

that Faith by which he isjuftifed or pardon'd, themo

ment he receives it. Immediately the fame Spirit bears

Witneſs, “ Thou art pardond: Thou haft Redempti

on in his Blood ."- And this is faving Faith, whereby

the Love of God is ſhed abroad in his Heart.

2. 5 Have all Chriſtians This Faith ? May not a

Man bejuſtified and not know it ?

A. That all true Chriſtians have ſuch a Faith as im.

plies an Aſſurance of God's Love, appears from Rom .

8, 15. Eph. 4, 32. 2 Cor. 13 , 5. Heb. 8, 10. i John,

4, 10, 5 , 19. And that no Man can be juſtified and not

know it, appears farther from theNature of the Thing.

ForFaith after Repentance is Eaſe after Pain, Reft after

Toil, Light after Darkneſs. It appears alſo from the
Immediate, as well as diftant Fruits thereof.

2.6 . Butmay not a Man go to Heaven without it ?

A. It does not appear from Holy Writ that a Man

who hears the Goſpel, can : (Mark 16, 16.) whatever a

Heathen may do. Rom . 2, 14.

2. 7. What are the Immediate Fruits of juſtifying
Faith !

A. Peace, Joy, Love, Power over all outward Sin,

andPower to keep down Inward Sin.

2. 8. Does any one Believe, who has not the Witnels

in himſelf, or any longer than he fees, Loves, Obeys

God ?

A. We apprehend not ; ſeeing God being the very EC

fence of Faith ; Love and Obedience the inſeparable

Properties of it.

2.9 . What Sins are conſiſtent with juſtifying Faith ?

Ā . No wilful Sin. If a Believer wilfully Sins, he

caſts away his Faith. Neither is it poſſible heſhou'd

have juſtifying Faith again, without previouſly Repent

ing:

X. 10. Muft every Believer, come into a State of

Doubt or Fear, or Darkneſs . Will he do ſo, unteſs by

Ignorance
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Ignorance or Unfaithfulneſs ? Does God otherwiſe with

draw himſelf ?

A. It is certain , a Believer, need never again come

into Condemnation. It ſeems, he need not come into

a State of Doubt or Fear or Darkneſs : And that (Ordiz

narily at leaft) he will not, unleſs by Ignorance or Un

faithfulneſs. Yet it is true, That the firſt Joy does ſel

dom laſt long : That it is commonly follow'd by Doubts

and Fears ; and thatGod frequently permits great Hea

vineſs, before any large Manifeſtation of himſelf.

2 11. Are Works neceſſary to che continuance of

Faith :

A. Without Doubt ; for a Man may forfeit the Free

Gift of God, either by Sins of Omiſſion or Commif
fion .

2. 12. Can Faith be loft, but for want of Works ?

A. It cannot but thro ’ Diſobedience.

2. 13. How is Faith made perfeet by Works ?

Ā . The more we exert ourFaith, the more it is in

creas'd. To him that hath , ſhall be given.

2. 14. St. Paal ſays, Abraham was not juſtified by

Works. ' St. James, Hewas juſtified by Works. Do they
not contradict each other ?

A. No : 1. Becauſe they do not ſpeak of the ſame

Juftification. St. Paul ſpeaks of that Juftification

which was when Abraham was 75 Years old , above 20

Years before Iſaac Was Born. St. James of that Juſtifi

cation which was when he offer'd up Ifaac on the Al

tar.

zdly. Becauſe they donot ſpeak of theſameWorks.

St. Paul ſpeaking of Works that precede Faith : St.

James of Works that ſpring from it!

, 15 : In what Senſe is Adam's Sin imputed to all.
Mankind ?

A. In Adam All die, i.e. 1. Our Bodies then be

came Mortal. 2. Our Souls died, i . e. were difunited

from God. And hence, 3. We are all born with a

finful Deviliſh Nature : By Reaſon whereof, 4. We

are Children of Wrath , liable to Death Eternal. Rom.

5. 18. Eph . 2, 3 .

AN 2.15.
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Q. 16. In what Senſe is the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt

Imputed to all Mankind, or to Believers ?

A. We do not find it exprefly affirm'd in Scripture,

That God imputes the Righteoufneſs of Chriſt to any .

Altho' we do find, That Faith is imputed to us for

Righteouſneſs.

That Text, “ As by one Man'sDiſobedience all Men

were made Sinners,fo by the Obedience of One, all were

made Rightrous," we conceive means, by the Me

rits of Chriſt, all Men are clear'd from the Guilt of

Adam's actual Sin .

We conceive farther, That thro’ the Obedience and

Death of Chriſt, 1. The Bodies of all Men become

Immortal after the Reſurrection, 2. Their Souls receive

a Capacity of Spiritual Life ; And, 3. An actual

Spark or Seed thereof. 4. All Believers become Chil

dren of Grace, reconciled to God, and 5. made Par
takers of the Divine Nature.

2. 17. Have we not then unawares leand too much

towards Calviniſm ?

i A. We are afraid we have.

2. 18. Have we not alſo lean'd towards Antinomiaa

niſm ?

A. Weare afraid we have.

2. 19. What is Antinomianiſm ?

A. The Doctrine which makes void the Law thro

Faith .

2. 20. What are the main Pillars hereof ?

À . 1. That Chrift aboliſh'd the moral Law.

2. That therefore Chriſtians are not obliged to obſerve

it.

3 . That one Branch of Chriſtian Liberty, is Liberty

from obeying the Commandments of God.

4. That it is Bondage, to do a thing, becauſe it is

commanded, or forbear it becauſe it is forbidden .

5. Thata Believer is not obliged to uſe the Ordi .

nances of God or to do good Works.

6. That a Preacher ought not to exhort to good

Works : Not Unbelievers, becauſe it is hurtful; notBe..

lievers , becauſe it is needleſs.

X. 21. What was the Occaſion of St. Paul's writing

his Epiſtle to the Galatians ?

A. The

3
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A. The Coming of certain Men amongſt the Gala

tians, who taught, Except ye be Circumciſed and keep the

Law of Moſesye cannot be ſaved .

2.22. What is his main Deſign therein ?

A. To prove, 1. That no Man can be juſtified

ſaved by the Works of the Law , either Moral orRi

tual, 2. That every Believer is juſtified by Faith in
Chrift without the Works of the Law .

2. 23. What does he mean by “ the Works of the

Law " Gal. ii . 16, GC.

A. All Works which do not ſpring from Faith in

Chriſt.

Q. 24. What by being Under the Law . Gal. 3, 23 .

A Under the Mofaick Diſpenſation.
2. 25. What Law has Chriſt aboliſh'd ?

Ā . The Ritual Law of Moſes.

2. 26. What is meantbyLiberty ? Gal. 5 ,v. I.

A. Liberty, 1. From the Law ; 2. From Sin.

On TUESDAY Morning June 26.

was confidered.

THEDoktrineofSan&ification; WithRegard to
which

the Anſwers given were as follows.

2. 1. What is it to be ſanctified ?

Ā . To be renewed in the Image of God in Righte.

ouſneſs and true Holineſs.

2. 2. Is Faith the Condition , or the Inſtrument of

Sanctification ?

A. It is both the Condition and Inſtrument of it.

When we begin to believe, then Sanctification begins.

And as Faith increaſes,Holineſs increaſes, till we are crea

h

1

ted anew .
S

Q. 3. What is implied in being a perfect Chriſ
tian ?

A. Theloving the Lord our God with all our Hearts

and with all ourMind , and Soul and Strength. Dcut.

6 , 5, 30, 6. Ezek. xxxvi. 25-29.

2.4. Does
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Q. 4. Does this imply, That all inward Sin is taken

away ?

A. Without Doubt : Or how cou'd he be ſaid to be

ſavedfrom all his Uncleanneſſes ? v. 29 .

15. Can weknow One who is thus ſaved ? What is

a reasonable Proof of it ?

A. We cannot without the miraculous Diſcernment

of Spirits, be infallibly certain of thoſe who are thus

ſaved. But we apprehend, theſe wou'd be the beſt

Proofs which the Nature of the thing admits . 1. If we

had ſufficient Evidence of their unblameable Behaviour,

at leaſt from the Time of their Juſtification . 2. If they

gave a Diftin &t Account of theTime and Manner where

in they were ſaved from Sin, and of the Circumſtances

thereof, with ſuch ſound Speech as cou'd not be repro

ved . And

3. If upon a Strict Enquiry from Time to Time,

fortwo or three Years following, it appear'd that all

their Tempers and Words and A & tions were holy and

unreprovable.

2.6. How ſhou'd we treat thoſe who think they have

attained this ?

A. Exhort them to forget the Things that are be

hind, and to Watch and Pray always, that God may

ſearch the Ground of their Hearts.

WEDNESDAY, June 27.

W
E began to conſider Points of Diſcipline : With

Regard to which the Queſtions aſk'd, and the

Subſtance of the Anſwers given were as follows.

2. 1. What is the Church of England ?

Ā . Accordingto the 20th Article, the Viſible Church

of England is, The Congregation of Engliſh Believers..

in which the pure Word of God is preachd, and the Sa

craments duly adminiſtred .

(But the Word Church is ſometimes taken in a looſer

Senſe, for “ a Congregation profeſſing to believe " So it

is taken in the 26th Article, and in the iſt, zd, and 3d

Chapters of the Revelation .)

2. 2. What
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2.2. What is a Member of the Church of Eng
land ?

A. A Believer, hearing the pure Word of God

preachd, and partaking of the Sacraments duly admi

niftred , in that Church .

2. 3. What is it to be zealous for the Church ?

A. To be earneſtly deſirous of its Welfare and in .

creaſe : Cf its Welfare, by the Confirmation of its pre

fent Members, in Faith, Hearing and Communicating :

and of its Increaſe, by the Addition of new Members.
2.4. How are we to defend the Doctrine of the

Church ?

A. Both by our Preaching and Living.

2.5. How Tou'd we behave at a falſe, or railing
Sermon ?

A. If it only contain perſonal Reflections, we may

quietly ſuffer it: If it Blaſpheme the Work and Spirit

of God, it may be better to go out of the Church. In

either Caſe, i ? Opportunity ſerve, it would be well to

ſpeak or write to the Miniſter.

2.6. How far is it our Duty to obey the Biſhops ?

A. In all Things indifferent. And on this Ground

of obeying them , we ſhou'd obſerve the Canons, ſo far

as we can with a ſafe Conſcience .

2.7. Do we ſeparate from the Church ?

A. We conceive not : We hold Communion there

with , for Conſcience ſake, by conſtantly attendingboth

the Word preach'd and the Sacraments adminiſtred

therein .

Q. 8. What then do they mean who ſay, “ you ſepa

ratefrom the Church " ?

A. We cannot certainly tell. Perhaps they have no

determinate Meaning: Unleſs, by the Church they

mean Themſelves ; i e. That Part of the Clergy who aca

cuſe us of preaching falſe Doctrine. And it is ſure we

do herein ſeparate from them, by maintaining that
which they deny.

2. 9. But do you not weaken the Church ?

A Do not they who aſk this, by the Church mean

themſelves ? We do not purpoſely weaken any Man's

Hands. But accidentally we may, thus far : They who
come
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come to know the Truth by us, will Efteem ſuch as

deny it, leſs than they did before.

; But the Church, in the proper Senſe, the Congrega

tion of Engliſ Believers, we do not weaken at all.

2. 10. Do you not entail a Schiſm on the Church ?

fie 6. Is it not probable, that your Hearers after your

Death, will be ſcatter'd into all Sects and Parties ? Or

that they will form themſelves into a Diſtinct Sect ?
а

A. 1.Weare perſuaded the Body of our Hearers will

even after our Death remain in theChurch, unleſs they

be thruſt out.

2. We believe notwithſtanding, either that they

will be thruſt out, or that they will leaven the whole

Church .

3.We do, and will do, all wecan, to prevent thoſe

Conſequences which are ſuppoſed likely to happen after

our Death .

4. But we cannot witha good Conſcience neglect the
preſent Opportunity of ſaving Souls while we live, for

fear of Conſequences which may poſſibly or probably

happen, after we are dead.

Converſation the Second .

Briſtol, THURSDAY, Auguf 1 , 1745 .

THE
"HE following Perſons being met together at the

New Room , John Weſley , Charles Weſley ,John

Hodgas, Thomas Richards, Samuel Larwood, Thomas

Meyrick, James Wheatly, Richard Moſs, John Slocombe ,

Herbert Jenkins, and Marmaduke Gwynne :

Itwaspropoſed to review the Minutes of the laſt

Conference with regard to Juſtification. And it was

alk'd ,

Q. 1. How comes what is written on this Subject to

be ſo intricate and obfcure ? Is this Obſcurity from the

Nature of the Thing itſelf ? Or, from the Fault ar

Weakneſs of thoſe who have generally treated of it?

A. We apprehend this Obſcurity does not ariſe from

the Nature of the Subject : But, perhaps, partly from

hence, that the Devil peculiarly labours to perplex a

Subject
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Subject, of the greateſt Importance : and partly from

the extreme Warmth of moſtWriters who have treated

of it .

2.2. Weaffirm Faith in Christ is the ſole Condi

tion of Juſtification. But does not Repentance go be

fore that Faith ? Yea , and (ſuppoſing there be Opport

nity for them ) Fruits orWorks meet for Repentance?
A. Without Doubt they do.

2. 3. How then can we deny them to be Conditions

of Juſtification ? Is not this a mere Strife of Words ?

Butit is worth while to continue a Diſpute on the Term

Condition .

A. It ſeems not, tho' it has been grievouſly abuſed .

But ſo the Abuſe ceaſe, let the Uſe remain .

2.4. Shallwereadover together Mr. Baxter's Apho

riſms concerning Juſtification ?

A. By all Means : Which were accordingly read.

And it was deſired , that each Perſon preſent would in
the Afternoon conſult the Scriptures cited therein, and

bring what Objections might occur the next Morning.

FRIDAY, Auguſt 2. The Queſtion was propoſed .

I
2. 1. S an Affurance of God's pardoning Love ab.

Or may there poſſibly be ſome exempt Caſes ?

A. We darenot poſitively ſay, There are not.

Q. 2. Is ſuch an Aſſurance abſolutely neceſſary tɔ In

ward and Outward Holineſs ?

A. To Inward, we apprehend it is : To Outward

Holineſs, we incline to think, it is not.

Q. 3. Is it indiſpenſably neceſſary to final Salvation ?

Suppoſe in a Papift ? Or a Quaker ? Or, in general,

among thoſe who never heard it preachd ?

A. Love hopeth all Things. We know not how far

any of theſe may fall under the Caſe of invincible Igno

2. 4. But what can we ſay of one of our own So

ciety, who dies without it, as 7.W. at London ?

A. It

rance .
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A. It may poſſibly be an exempt Cafe (if the fact

was really ſo). But we determine nothing. We leave his

Soul in the Hands of him that made it .

2. 5. Does a Man believe any longer than he fees a
reconciled God ?

4. We conceive not. But we allow there may be in

finita Degrees in ſeeing God : Even as many as there

are between him who ſees the Sun, when it fhines on his

Eye -lids cloſed, and him who ſtands with his Eyes

wide open , in the full Blaze of his Beams.

2.6. Does a Man believe any longer than he loves

God ?

A. In no wife. For neither Circumciſion or Uncir

cumciſion avails, without Faith working by Love.

2. 7. Have we duly conſidered the Cake of Cornelius ?

Was not he in the Favour of God, when bis Prayers

and Alms cameup for a Memorial before God ? i. e. Be

fore he believed in CHRIST ?

A. It does ſeem that he was, in ſome Degree. But

we fpeak not of thoſe who have not heardthe Gof.

pel.

2. 8. But were thoſe Works of his ſplendid Sins ?

A. No ; nor were they done without the Grace of

CHRIST.

Q. 9. How then can we maintain , That all Works

done before we have a Senſe of the pardoning Love of

God, are Sin ? And, as ſuch, an Abomination to

him ?

A. The Works of him who has heard the Goſpel,

and does not believe, are not done as God hath will'd

and commandedthem to be done. And yet we know not

how to ſay, That they are an Abomination to the LORD

in him who feareth God, and from that Principle, does

the beſt he can .

Q. 10. Seeing there is ſo much Difficulty in this Sub

ject, can we deal too tenderly with them that oppofe

A. We cannot ; unleſs we were to give up any Part

of the Truth ofGod.

* 2:11. Is a Believer conſtrained to obey God ?

A. At

a

us ?
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A. At Arſt he often is . The Love of CHRIST con

ſtraineth him . After this, he may obey, or he may

not; no Conſtraint being laid upon him .

2. 12. Can Faithbeloft, butthro' Diſobedience ?

Ă . It cannot. A Believer firſtinwardly diſobeys, in

clines to Sin with his Heart : Then his Intercourſe with

God is cut off, 1. e . His Faith is loft. And after this ,

he may fall into Outward Sin , being now wealyand

like another Man..

2. 13. How can ſuch an one recover Faith ?

1. By repenting and doing the firſt Works, Rev.

ü. 5

2. 14. Whence is it that ſo great a Majority of
thoſe who believe fall more or leſs into Doubt or Fear ?

A. Chiefly from their own Ignorance or Unfaithful

neſs : Often from their not watching unto Prayer: Per

haps ſometimesfromfome Defect, or Want of the Power

of God in the Preaching they hear.

2. 15. Is there not a Defect in Us ? Do we

preach as we did at firſt ? Have we not changed our
Doctrines ?

A. i . At firſt we preached almoſt wholly to Unbe

lievers. To thoſe therefore we ſpake almoſt continually,

of Remiſſion of Sins thro' the Death of Christ, and

the Nature of Faith in his Blood. And ſo we do ſtill,

among thoſe who need to be taught the firſt Elements of

the Goſpel of Chrift :

2. But thoſe in whom the Foundation is already laid,

we exhort to go on to Perfection : Which we did not

fee ſo clearly at firſt ; altho' we occaſionally ſpoke of it

from the beginning.

3. Yet we nowpreach, and that continually, Faith

in Christ , as the Prophet, Prieſt and King, at leaſt,

as clearly, as ſtrongly , and as fully, as we did fix
$

Years ago .

Ć

2. 16. Do we not diſcourage Viſions and Dreams
too much ? As if we condemnd them toto genere.

A. We do not intend to do this. We neither dir.

courage nor encourage them . We learn from Asts ii .

19, &c. to expect ſomething of this kind in the left
B

Dags.
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Days. And we cannot deny that ſaving Faith is often

given in Dreams or Viſions of the Night : which Faith

we account neither better nor worſe, than if it came by

any other Means.

2. 17. Do not ſome of our Affiftants preach too

much of the Wrath , and too little of the Love of

Sop ?

We fear they have lean'd to that extreme; and

hence fome of their hearers may have loſt the Joy of

Faith ?

2. 18. Need we ever preach the Terrors of the

LORD to thoſe who know they are accepted of him ?

A. No ; it is Folly ſo to do : For Love is to them

the ſtrongeſt of all Motives.

2 19. Do we ordinarily repreſent a juſtified State ſo

great and happy as it is ?

A. Perhapsnot. A Believer, walking in the Light, is

inexpreſſibly great and happy.

2. 20. Shouldwe not have a Care of depreciating

Juftification, in order to exalt the State of full Sanctifi

cation ?

A. Undoubtedly we ſhould beware of this : for one
may inſenſibly ſlide into it.

2.21. How ſhall we effectually avoid it ?

A. When we are going to ſpeak of Entire Sanctifi

cation, let us firſt deſcribe the Bleſſings of a Juſtified

State , as ſtrongly as poſſible.

2. 22. Does not the Truth of the Goſpel lie very

near both to Calviniſm and Antinomianiſm??

A. Indeed it does : as it were, within a Hair's Breadth .

So that 'tis altogether fooliſh and finful, becauſe we do

not quite agree either with one or the other, to run
fromthem as far as ever we can.

2. 23. Wherein may we come to the very Edge of

Calvinim ?

A. In aſcribing all Good to the free Grace of God :

2. In denying all natural freeWill,and all Power antece

dent to Grace ; and 3. In excluding all Merit from

Man ; even for what he has or does by the Grace of

God.

.

2. 24.
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2. 24. Wherein may we come to the Edge of Anti

nomianiſm ?

A. 1. In exalting the Merits and Love of Christ. '

2. Inrejoicing evermore.

Q. 25. Does Faith ſuperſede ( ſet aſide the Neceſſity

of) Holineſs or GoodWorks ?

A. In no wiſe. So far from it that it implies both ,

Cauſe does it's Effects.

About Ten, we began to ſpeak of Sanétification : Withe

regard to which, it was inquired ;

" W
2.1 . THEN does inward Sanctification begin ?

A. IntheMoment we arejuſtified. TheSeed

of every Virtue is then ſown in the Soul. From thatTime

the Believer gradually dies to Sin, and grows in Grace.

Yet Sin remains in him ; yea, the Seed of all Sin , till

he is fanctified throughout in Spirit, Soul and Body.

2.2. What willbecomeof a Heathen ? a Papif, a

Church of England man ? if he dies without being thus

fanctified ?

A. He cannot ſee the LORD. But none who ſeeks

it fincerely fall or can die without it: Tho' poſſibly he

may not attain it, till the very Article of Death ?

2. 3. Is it ordinarily given till a little before Death ?

7. It is not, to thoſe that expect it no ſooner, nor

conſequently aſk for it, at leaſt, not in Faith .

2. 4. But ought we to expect it ſooner ?

A. Why not? For altho' we grant, 1. That theGe

nerality ofBelievers , whom we have hitherto known,

were not ſo fanctified till near Death. 2. That few of

thoſe to whom St. Paul wrote his Epiſtles were ſo at the

Time hewrote .3. Nor he himſelfat the Time of wri

ting his former Epiſtles. Yet this does not prove that

wemay not to -Day.

2. 5. But would not one who was thus ſanctified be

incapable of worldly Buſineſs ?

Å. He would be far more capable of it than ever , as

going thro'all without Diſtraction.

2.6. Would he be capable of Marriage ?

A. Why ſhou'd he not ?

2.7::
B 2
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2.7. Should we not beware of bearing hard on thoſe

who hink they have attain'd ?

A. We ſhould. And the rather, becauſe if they are

faithful to the Grace they have received, they are in no

Danger of periſhing atlaft. No, not even if they re
main in luminous Faith, (as ſome term it ) for many Months

OrYears : perhaps till within a little Time of their
Spirhug returning to God .

2.8. In what Manner ſhould we preach entire Sancti
fication ?

A. Scarce at all to thoſe who are not preſſing forward .

To thoſe who are always by Way of Promiſe : Always

drawing, rather than driving.

2.9. How ſhould we wait for the fulfilling of this
Promiſe ?

A. In univerſal Obedience: in keeping all the Com

mandments, in denying ourſelves, and taking up our

Croſs daily. Theſe are the general Meanswhich God

Kath ordained for ourreceiving his fanctifying Grace.

The Particular are, Prayer, Searching the Scripture ,

Communicating and Faſting.

Converſation the Third.

TUESDAY, May 13, 1746.

HE following Perſons being met at the New

Room in Briſtol : John Weſley, Charles Weſley ,

Jobn Hodges, Jonathan Reeves, ThomasMaxfield, Tbomas

Weftell, and Thomas Willis, It was inquired :

Q. 1. Can an Unbeliever (whatever he be in other

Reſpects) challenge any thing of God's Juſtice ?

2. Abſolutelynothing but Hell. And this is a Point
which we cannot too much inſiſt on.

2.2. Do we empty Men of their own Righteouſ

neſs,as we did at firſt ? Do we fufficientlylabour,

when they begin to be convinced of Sin; to take away

all theylean upon ? Should we notthen endeavour with

all ourMight to averturn their falſe Foundations ?

A. This was at first one of our principal Points. And

it
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rance .

it ought to be ſo ſtill. For, till all other Foundations

are overturned , they cannot build upon CHRIST ?

2. 3. Did we not then purpoſely throw them into

Convictions ? Into ſtrong Sorrow and Fear ? Nay, did

we not ſtrive to make them inconſolable ? Refuſing to
be comforted ?

A. We did . And ſo we ſhould do ſtill. For the

ſtronger the Conviction, the ſpeedier is the Delive

And none ſo foon receive the Peace ofGod, as

thoſe who ſteadily refuſe all other Comfort.

2. 4. Let us conſider a particular Caſe. Wasyou ,

Jonathan Reeves, before you received the Peace of God,

convinced, that notwithſtanding all you did , or could

do, you was in a State of Damnation ?

J. R. I was convinced of it, as fully as that I am

now alive.

2. 5. Are you fure that Conviction was from God ?

J. R. I can have no Doubt butit was ?

2. 6. What do you mean by a State of Damna

tion ?

7. R. A State, wherein if a Man dies he periſheth

for ever

2. 7. How did that Conviction end ?

F. R. I had firſt a ſtrong Hope that God would de.

liver me : And this brought a Degree of Peace. But

I had not that ſolid Peace of God, till Christ was

revealed in me.

2. 8. But is not ſuch a Truſt in the Love of God,

tho it be as yet without a diſtinct Sight of God, recon

ciled to me thro' CHRIST Jesus, a low degree of juſti

fying Faith ?

Å . It is an Earneſt of it. But this abides for a

ſhort Time only : Nor is this the proper Chriſtian

Faith .

2. 9. By what Faith were the Apoſtles clean , before
CHRIST died ?

A. By ſuch a Faith as this ; by a Jewiſh Faith . For

the Holy Ghoſtwas not then given.

2. 10. Of whom then do you underſtand thoſe

Words- ( Ifa.l. 10.) Who is there among you that feareth

their

:

:

B 3.
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a

the Lord ? That' obeyeth the Voice of his Servant, that

walkıth in Darkneſs, and bath no Light ?

A. Of a Believer under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation :

One in whofe Heart God hath not yet ſhined, to give

him the Light of the glorious Love of God, in the

Face of Jesus CHRIST ..

9. 11. Who is a few (inwardly )?

A Servant of God : One who fincerely obeys

him oåt of Fear. Whereas a Chriſtian (inwardly)

Child ofGod ; one who ſincerely obeys him out of

Love. But was not you fincere before Christ was
revealed in you ?

9. R. Itſeems to me that I was in fome Meaſure .

& . 12. What is Sincerity ?

A. Willingneſs to know and do the whole Will of

God . The loweſt.Species thereof ſeems to be Faith

fulnefs in that which is little.

2. 13. Has God any Regard to Man's Sincerity ?

Ā . So far, that no Manin any State can poſſibly

pleaſeGod,without it : Neither indeed in any Moment

wherein he is not fincere.

2. 14. But can it be. conceived that God has any

Regard to the Sincerity of an Unbeliever ?

A. Yes, ſo much, that if he perſevere therein , GOD.

willinfallibly give him Faith .

2 15. What Regard may we conceive him to have ,

to the Sincerity of a Believer ?

A. So much, that in every ſincere Believer he fulfils

all the great and precious Promiſes.

2. 18. Whom do you term a Sincere Believer ?

A One that walks in the Light, as God is in the

Light.

2:17. Is Sincerity the ſame with a ſingleEye ?

4. Not altogether. The latter refers to our Intention ;

the former to our Will or Deſires.

2. 18. Is it not all in all ?

Ă . Alt will follow perſevering Sincerity. GOD

gives every thing with it ; nothing withoutit.

& 19. Are not then Sincerity, and Faith equivalent
Terms

a

A. By
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A. By no Means. It is at leaſt as nearly related to

Works as it is to Faith. For Example ; Who is fincere

before he believes ? He that then does all he can : He

that, according to the Power he has received, brings

forth Fruits meet for Repentance .Who is fincere after he be.

lieves : He that, from a Senſe of God's Love, is zea

lous of all good Works.

2:20. Is not Sincerity what St. Paul terms.swillingQ.
Mind ? on pontoníae ? 2 Cor. viii. 12.

A. Yes : If that Word be taken in a general Senſe .

For it is a conſtant Diſpoſition to uſe all theGrace given.

2. 21. But do we not then ſet Sincerity on a Level
with Faith ?

A. No. For we allow a Man may be fincere, and not

be juſtified , as he may be penitent, and not be juſtified :

(Not as yet) But he cannot haveFaith, and notbe juſti

fied . The very Moment he believes he is juſtified .

2.22. But do we not give up Faith, and put Sincerity

in its Place, as the Condition of our Acceptance with

God ?

A. We believe it is one Condition of our Acceptance,

as Repentance likewiſe is. And we believe it a Condi

tion of our continuing in a State of Acceptance. Yet

we do not put it in the Place of Faith. It is by Faith

the Merits of Christ are applied to my Soul. But if

I am not fincere, they are not applied.

2.-23. Is not this that goingabout to eſtabliſh your

own Righteouſneſs, whereof St.Paul ſpeaks,Rom . x . 4 ?

A. St. Paul there manifeſtly ſpeaks of Unbelievers,

who fought to be accepted for the Sake of their own

Righteouſneſs. We do not ſeek to be accepted for the

Sake of our Sincerity ; but thro’ theMerits of CHRIST

alone. Indeed, ſo long as anyMan believes, he cannot

go about (in St. Paul's Senſe) to eſtabliſh his own Righ

teouſneſs.

2. 24. But do you confider, That we are under the

Covenant of Grace ? And that the Covenant of Works

is now aboliſh'd ?

A. All Mankind vere under the Covenant of Grace,

from the very Hour that the original Promiſe wasmade.

If

3
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If by the Covenant of Works you mean, That of un

finning Obedience made with Adam before the Fall : No

Man , but Adam , was ever under that Covenant : For it

was aboliſhed before Cain was born . Yet it is not ſo

aboliſhed, but that it will ſtand, in a Meaſure, even to

Cihe End of the World, i. e. If we do this, we ſhall

live ; if not, we ſhall die eternally : If we do well, we

fhalk live with God in Glory : If Evil, we ſhall die

the ſecond Death. For every Man ſhall be judged iu

that Day, and rewarded according to his Works.

2. 25. What means then, To him that believeth his

Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs ?

A. That God forgives him that is unrighteous as ſoon

as he believes, accepting his Faith inſtead of perfect

Righteouſneſs . But then obſerve, univerſal Righteouſ

neſs follows, tho' it did not precede Faith.

2. 26. But is Faith thus countedto us for Righteouſneſs,

at whatſoever Time we believe ?

A. Yes. In whatſoever Moment we believe, all our

paft Sins vaniſh away . They are as tho' they had never

been, and we ſtand clear in the Sight of God.

TUESD A Y , 10 oClock .

Mi
[R. Taylor of Quinton, and T. Glaſcot being ad
ded ,it wasinquired.

2.1. Arenot The Aſſurance of Faith, the Inſpira

ţionof the Holy Ghoſt, and the Revelation of CHRIST

in us, Terms nearly of the ſame import ?

A. He that denies one of them , muft deny all ; they

are ſo cloſely connected together.

2.2. Are they ordinarily, where the pure Goſpel is

preached, effential to our Acceptance?

A. Undoubtedly they are ; and as ſuch, to be inſiſted

on, in the ſtrongert Terms.

2. 3. Is not the whole Diſpute of Salvation by Faith ,

or by Works, a mere Strife of Words ?

A. In aſſerting Salvation by Faith, we mean this

1. That Pardon , (Salvation begun ) is received by

Faith , producing Works. 2. That Holineſs (Salvation

continued )
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continued ) is Faith working by Love : 3. That Hea

ven(Salvation finiſhed ) is the Reward of this Faith .

If you who aſſert Salvation by Works, or by Faith

andWorks, mean the ſameThing (Underſtanding by
Faith , The Revelation of Chriſt in us, by Salvation ,

Pardon, Holineſs, Glory ) we will not ſtrive with you

at all. If youdo not, this is nota Strife of Wands :
But the very Vitals, the Eſſence of Chriſtianity is the

Thing in Queſtion.

2. 4. Wherein does our Doctrine now differ fron

thatwe preach'd when at Oxford ?

A. Chiefly in theſe two Points : 1. We then knew

nothing of that Righteouſneſs of Faith, in Juftificati

on ; nor 2. Of the nature of Faith itſelf, as implying

Conſciouſneſs of Pardon.

25. May not ſome Degree of the Love of God ,

go before a diſtinct Senſe of Juſtification ?

A. We believe it may.

2.6. Can any Degree of Sanctification or Holi

neſs ?

A. ManyDegrees ofOutward Holineſs may :Yea, and

fome Degree of Meekneſs, and ſeveral other Tempers

which wou'd be Branches of Chriſtian Holineſs, but

that they donot ſpring from ChriſtianPrinciples. For

the abiding Love of God cannot ſpring, but from Faith

in a pardoning God. And no true Chriſtian Holineſs

can exiſt, without that Love of God for its Foundati

on.

2. 7. Is everyMan, as ſoon as he believes, a new

Creature, ſanctified, Pure in Heart ? Has he then a

new Heart ? Does Chriſt dwell therein ? And is he a

Temple of the Holy Ghoſt ?

A. All theſe Things may be affirm'd of every Be

liever, in a true Senſe . Let us not therefore contradict

thoſe who maintain it. Why ſhou'd we contend about
Words ?

Converſation
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Converſation the Fourth .

TUESDAY, June 16. 1747.

do T

gave

HE following Perſons being met at the Foun

dery.

John Weſley, Charles Weſley, and Charles Manning,

Vicar of Hayes: Richard ThomasBateman, Rector of St.

Bartholomew's the Great, Henry Piers, Howell Harris,
and Thomas Hardwick, It was inquired ,

2. 1. Is juſtifying Faith, a Divine Aſſurance, that
Chriſt loved meand himſelf forme ?

A. We believe it is.

2. 2. What is the Judgment of moft of the ſerious

Diſſenters concerning this ?

A. They generally allow , That many Believers have
ſuch an Aſſurance : And

That it is to be deſired and prayed for by all :

But then they affirm ,

That this is the Higheſt Species, or Degree of

Faith :

That it isnot the Common Privilege of Believers :

Conſequently , They deny that this is juftifying Faith ,

or neceſſarily implied therein.

2 : 3. And are there not ſtrong Reaſons for their

Opinion ? For Inſtance : If the true Believers of old

had not this Aſſurance, tben it is not neceſſarily implied

in Juſtifying Faith :

But the true Believers of old had not this Affu .

rance .

A. David, and many more of the Believers of old ,

undeniably had this Aſſurance. But even if the Jews

hadit not, it would not follow , That this is not implied

in Chriftian Faith.

2.4 But do you not know , That the Apoſtles them

ſelves had it not, till afterthe Day of Pentecoft ?

A.The Apoſtles themſelves had not the
proper

Chri

ſtian Faith , till after the Day of Pentecoft.

2. 5. But were not thoſe Chriſtian Believers, in the

proper Senſe, to whom St. John wrote his firft Epiſtle?
Yet
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ye may know that

that ye may

Yet to theſe he ſays, ch. v. ver. 13. Theſe Things have I

written unto you that believe on the Name of the Son of

GOD, That
ye have eternal Life, and

believe on the Name of the Son of GOD.

Å. This does not prove, That they did not know they

had eternal Life, any more than that they did not believe.

His plain Meaningis, “ I have written unto you ,that
you may be the more eſtabliſhed in the Faith .” There

fore it does not follow fromhence, Thatthey had not

this Aſſurance: But only, That there are Degrees there

in.

Q. 6. But were not the Theſalonians True Believers ?

Yet they had not this Aſſurance : They had only a Good'

Hope. 2 Thelii. 16.. .

A. The Text you refer to, runs thus : Now our Lord

JESUS CHRIST himfelf, and God, even our Father,

which bath loved us, and given us everlaſting Conſola

fion andgood Hope, through Grace : Comfortyour Hearts

and eftabliſh you, in every good Word and Work. This

Good Hopedoes not exclude, but neceffarily implies a

ſtrong Aſſurance of the Love of God .

2. 7. But does not St. Paul ſay even of himſelf,

i Cor. iv. 4. I know nothing by myſelf ; yet am Inot here,

by juftified ?

A. He does not ſay of himſelf here, That he was not

juſtified : Or, that he did not know it : But only, Thac

though he hada Conſcience void of Offence, yet this

did not juſtify him before God. And muſt not every

Believer ſay the ſame? This therefore is'wide of the

Point.

2. 8. But does he not diſclaim any ſuch Aſſurance

in thoſe Words, 1 Cor. i. 3. Iwas with you in Weakneſs

and in Fear, and in much trembling,

A. By no means. For theſe words do not imply any
Fear either of Death or Hell. They expreſs only a

deep Senſe of his utter Inſufficiency for the great Work

wherein he was engaged.

2: 9. However, does he not exclude Chriſtians in ge

ner i from ſuch an Aſſurance, when he bids them work

(at their Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Phil. ii . 12.

A. No
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A. No more than from Love ; which is always join

ed with filial Fear and reverential Trembling .

And the ſame Anſwer is applicable to all thoſe Texts

which exhort a Believer to fear.

Q.10. But does notMatter of Fact prove, that juſtify .

ing Faith does not neceſſarily imply Affurance : For can

you believe that ſuch a Perſon as J. A. or E.V. who

have ſo much Integrity, Zeal, and Fear of God, and

walk to unblameably in all Things, is void of juſtifying

Faith ? Can you ſuppoſe ſuch as theſe to be under the

Wrath and under the Curſe of God ? Eſpecially if you

add to this, that they are continually longing, ſtriv

ing, praying for the Aſſurance which they have

not ?

A. This contains the very Strength of the Cauſe :

And fometimes inclines us to think , That ſome of theſe

may be exempt Cafes. But however that be, we an

fwer :

1. It is dangerous to ground a General Doctrine on a

few particular Experiments :

2.Menmay have many good Tempers, and a blame

leſs Life (ſpeaking in a looſe Senſe ), by Nature and Ha
bit, with preventing Grace ; and yet not have Faith

and the Love of Gan .

3. 'Tis ſcarce poſſible for us to know all the Circum

kances relating to ſuch Perſons, ſo as to judge certainly

concerning them .

4. But this we know, If Christ is not revealed in

them , They are not yet Chriſtian Believers.

2. 11. But what will become of them then , ſuppoſe

they die in this State ?

1. That is a Suppoſition not to be made.

They cannot die in this State. They muſt go
back

ward or forward. If they continue to ſeek , they will

ſurely find Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in theHoly

Ghoit. We are confirmed in this beliefby the many

Inſtanceswe have ſeen, of ſuch astheſe finding Peace at

the laſt Hour . And it is not impoſſible, but othersmay

then be made Partakers of like precious Faith, and yet

go hence without giving any outward Proof of the

Change which God hath wrought.
WEDNESDAY,
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Converſation the Fifth .

WEDNESDAY, 17.

2.1.

H differ
ow much is allowed by our Brethren who

tification ?

A. They grant, 1. Thatevery one muſt be entirely

ſanctified, in the Article of Death :

2. That till then, a Believer daily grows in Grace,

comes nearer and nearer to Perfection .

3. That we ought to be continually preſſing after
this, and to exhort all others ſo to do .

2. 2. What do we allow Them ?

A. We grant, 1. That many of thoſe who have died

in the Faith , yea, the greater Part of thoſe we have

known ,were not fanctified throughout, not made per
fect in Love, till a little before Death :

2. That the term , “ fanctified ” is continually appli

ed by St. Paul, to all that were juſtified, were true Bea

lievers :

3. That by this Term alone, he rarely ( ifever) means,

ſaved from All Sin :

4. That conſequently, it is not proper to uſe it in

this Senſe, withoutadding the Word “ Wholly, Entire

ly ,” or the like :

5. That the Inſpired Writers almoſt continually ſpeak

of or to thoſe who were juſtified ; but very rarely,

eitherof or to thoſe, whowere wholly ſanctified :

6. That conſequently, it behoves us to ſpeak in Pub

lick almoſt continually of the State of Juſtification :

But more rarely , at leaſt in full and explicit Terme,

concerning Entire Sanctification.

2.3. What then is the point wherein we divide ?

A. It isthis : Whether we ſhou'dexpect to be ſaved

from all Sin, before the Article of Death ?

Q. 4. Is there any clear Scripture Promiſe of this ?

That God will ſave us from all Sin ?

A. There is. Pfalm , 130. 8. Hefball redeem Iſrael
from all bis Sins.

с This
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This is more largely expreſt in the Propheſy of Eze

kiel : Then will Iſprinkle clean Water uponyou, and you

hall be clean ; from all your Filthineſs and from allyour

Idols will I cleanſeyou - I will alſo ſaveyou from all your

Uncleanneſſes, c. xxxvi. v . 25, 29. No Promiſe can be

more clear. And to this the Apoſtle plainly refers in

that Exhortation , Having theſe Promiſes, let us cleanſe

ourſelves, From all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, per

fecting Holineſs in thefear of God . 2 Cor. 7. 1. Equal

ly clear and expreſs in that ancient Promiſe, The Lord

thy God will circumciſe thine Heart and the Heart ofthy

Seed, to lovethe Lord thy God with all thy Heart and

with all thy Soul. Deut. xxx . 6 .

2 5. But does any aſſertion anſwerable to this, occur

in the New Teſtament ?

A. There does, and that laid down in the plaineſt

Terms. So S. John. iii. 8. For this Purpoſe the Son of

Godwas manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the

Devil. The Works of the Devil, without any Limita

tion or Reſtriction : But all Sin is the work of the

Devil. Parallel to which is that Aſſertion of St. Paul,

Eph. V. 25 , 27. Chriſt loved the Church and gave bim

ſelffor it that he might preſent it to bimſelf a glorious

Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle oranyfuchThing,

but that it ſhould be Holy and without Blemiſh.

And to the fame Effect is his Aſſertion in the vijith of .

the Romans (v . 3 , 4.) God ſent his Son--that the

Righteouſneſsof the Law might befulfilled in us, walking

not after the Fleſh but after the Spirit.

2.6. Does the New Teſtament afford any farther

Ground, for expecting to be ſaved from all Sin ?

A. Undoubtedly it does, both in thofe Prayers and

Commandswhich are equivalent to the ſtrongeſtAſſertions.

2.7. WhatPrayers do you mean ?

A. Prayers for Entire Sanctification ; which were there

no ſuch thing, wou'd bemere Mockeryof God . Such ,

in particular , are 1. Deliver us from Evil ; or rather ,

from the Evilone . Now when this is done, when we

are deliveredfrom all Evil, there can be no Sin remain

'ing. 2. Neitherpray 1 for theſe alone, but forthem al

so which ſhall believe on me throʻtheir Word : That they
allmay be One, as thou Father art in me and I in Thee,

that

a
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a.

12.

that they alſo may be one in us : I in them and Thou in

me, that they may be made perfekt in One. John xvii,' .

20, 21 , 23,

3. I bow my Knees unto the God and Father of our

Lord JeſusChrift-- that he wou'd grantyou ~ that ye

being rooted and grounded in Love, May be able to com
prebendwith allSaints, what is the Breadth and Length

and Height : And to know the Love of Chriſt whichpal

feth Knowledge, thathe might be filled withall the Fulneſs

of God . Eph. iii. 14 , 16–19. 4. The very God of Peace

fan&tify you wholly. And I pray God, your whole Spirit

Soul and Body, be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming of

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Theff. v . 23.

2. 8. What Command is there to the ſame Effect ?

A. 1. Be yeperfect as your Father which is in Heaven

isperfe &. Matt. vi. ult.

2.Thouſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart

and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. Matt. xxii .

37. But if the Love of God fill all the Heart, there

can be no Sin there.

2. 9. But how does it appear, that this is to be done

before the Article of Death ?

A. Firſt, from the very Nature ofa Command, which

is not given tothe Dead , but to the Living.

Therefore, Thou falt love God with all thy Heart,

cannot mean , Thou ſhalt do this when thou dieft, but

while thou liveft.

Secondly, from expreſs Texts of Scripture :

1. The Grace of God that, bringeth Salvation hath ap

peard to all Men ; Teaching us , that having renounced

femetáperor! Ungedlineſs and worldly Lufts, we ſhou'd

live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent World :

Looking for-- the gloriousappearing ofour Lord Jeſus

Chrift"; who gave himſelf for us, that hemightredeem
us from all Iniquity ; and purify unto himſelf a peculiar

People, zealousof Good Works. Tit.ii. 11-14 .

2. He bath raiſed up an horn of Salvationfor us --to

perform the Mercy promiſed to our Fathers; the Oath which

he fware to our Father Abraham , that hewou'dgrant

unto us, Thatwebeing delivered out of the Hands ofour

Enemies, ſhou'd fervehim without Fear, In Holineſs and

Rightroufne
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Righteouſneſs before him , all theDays of our Life. Luke

i . v . 69, &C.

Q. 10. Is there any Example in Scripture of Perſons

who had attain'd to this ?

A. Yes. St. John and all thoſe of whom he ſays in

his firſt Epiſtle, c . iv. v. 17. Herein is our Love made

perfget, thatwe may have confidence in the Day ofJudg
ment, becauſe as be is, ſo are we in this World.

2. u . But why are there not more Examples of this

Kind, recorded in the New Teſtament ?

A. It does not become us to be peremptory in this

Matter. One Reaſon might poſſibly be, Becauſe the

Apoſtles wrote to the Church, while it was in a State of

Infancy. Therefore they mightmention ſuch Perſons

the more ſparingly, leaſt they ſhou'd give ſtrong Meat to

Babes .

Q. 12. Can you fhew One ſuch Example Now ?
Where is He that is thus Perfect ?

A. To ſome who make this Enquiry, onemight An

ſwer, If I knew Onehere, I wou'd not tell you . For

you do not enquire out of Love. You are like Herod .

You only ſeekthe young Child, to ſlay it.

But more directly weanſwer, There are numberleſs.

Reaſons, why there ſhou'd be few , (if any Indiſputa

ble) Examples. What Inconveniences wou'd this bring

on the Perſon himſelf, ſet as a Mark for all to ſhoot at ?

What a Temptation wou'd it be to Others, not only to

Men who knew not God, but to Believers themſelves ?

How hardly wou'd they refrain from idolizing ſuch a

Perſon ? And yet, how unprofitable to Gain-layers ?

For if they hear not Moſesand the Prophets, Chriſt and

his Apoſtles, neither wou'd they be perſuaded, tho'one
roſe from the Dead.

Q. 13. Suppoſe one had attain'd to this, wou'd you

adviſehim to ſpeak of it ?

A. Not to themwho know not God. It wou'd only

provoke them to contradict and blaſpheme: Nor to any

without ſome particular Reaſon, without ſome particular

Good in View . And then they ſhou'd have an eſpeci

al Care, to avoid all Appearance of Boaſting : And to

ſpeak
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ſpeak more loudly and convincingly by their Lives, than

they can do by their Tongues.

2. 14. Is it a Sin, not to believe thoſe who ſay they

have attain'd ?

A. By no Means, even tho they ſaid true. We

ought not haftily to believe, but to ſuſpend our Judg

ment, till we have full and ſtrong Proof.

2..75. But arewe not apt to have a ſecret Diſtąfte to

any who ſay They are ſaved from all Sin ?

A. "Tis very poſſible we may ; and that on ſeveral

Grounds : Partly from a Concern for the Honour of

God, and the Good of Souls who may be hurt, yea,

or turn'd out of the Way, if theſe are not what they

profeſs : Partly from a Kind of Implicit Envy at thoſe

who ſpeak of higher Attainments than our own : And

partlyfrom our Slowneſs and Unreadineſs of Heart, to

believe the Works of God .

2. 16. Does not the harſhly preaching Perfection tend

to bring Believersinto a Kind of Bondage,or ſlavilh Fear ?a

A. It does. Therefore we ſhou'd always place it in

the moſt amiable Light, ſo that itmay excite only Hope,

Joy and Deſire.

2. 17. Why may we not continue in the Joy of Faith

eventill we are made Perfect ?

A. Why indeed ? Since Holy Grief does not quench

this Joy : Sinceeven while we are under the Croſs, while

we deeply partake of the Sufferings of Chriſt, we may

Rejoice with Joy Unſpeakable.

2. 18. Do we not diſcourage Believers from Rejoic

ing evermore ?

A. We ought not ſo to do. Let them all their Life

long, rejoice unto God, ſo it be with Reverence. And

even if Lightneſs or Pride ſhou'd mix with their Joy ,

let us not ſtrike at the Joy itſelf (this is the Gift of God )

butat that Lightneſs or Pride, that the Evil may ceaſe
and the Good remain .

2. 19. Ought we to be anxiouſly careful about Per

fection Leaſt we ſhou'd die before we have attain'd ?

A. In no wiſe. We ought to be thus careful for no

thing, neither Spiritual nor Temporal.

Q. 20 .

-Led
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9. 20. But ought we not to be troubled, on Account

of the finful Nature which ſtill remains in us ?

A. It is good for us to have a deep Senſe of this, and
to be much aſhamed before the LORD. But this ſhould

only incite us, the more earneſtly to turn unto CHRIST

every Moment, and to draw Light, and Life, and

Strength from him , that we may go on, conquering

and to conquer. And therefore, when the senſe of

our Sin moft" abounds, the Senſe of his Love Should

much more abound .

2. 21. Will our Joy or our Trouble increaſe, as we

grow in Graće ?

A. Perhaps both. But without doubt our Joy in the
LORD will increaſe as our Love increaſes.

2. 22. Is notthe teaching Believers to be continually

poring upon their inbred Sin, the ready Way to make

themforget that they were purged from their former

Sins ?

A. We find by Experience,it is ; or to make them

under -value, andaccount it a little Thing :Whereas in

deed (tho' there are ſtill greaterGifts behind) this is in

expreſſibly great and glorious.
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