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1

MATT. xviii. 15, 16, 17.

If thy brother fhall fin against thee, go and tell him his

fault between thee and him alone : if he will kear

"Wheethou haftgained thy brother.

But if he willnot hear, take with thee one ortwO MOKE,

thatbythemouth offtwo or three witmeffes, every word

maybe established.

Andifhe willmot hear them, tell it to the church but

iffhewillnot hear the church, let him be tothee as air

HeathenMan and a Publican

PEAK evil of no man, fays the great Apoftle ;

SPEAK

.

as plain a command as, Thoushall do no murder.

But who, even among Chriftians, regards this com

mand? Yea, how few are there that fo much as

underſtand it ?—What is evil ſpeaking ? It is not,

(as fome fuppofe) the fame with lying or flander-

ing. All a man fays, may be as true as the Bible ;

and yet the faying of it is evil-Ipeaking. For evil.

fpeaking is neither more nor leſs, than ſpeaking

evil of an abfent perton : relating fomething evil

which was really done or faid, by one that is not

prefent when it is related . Suppofe, having feen

a man drunk, or heard him curfe or fwear, I tell

this when he is abfent, it is evil-fpeaking. In

our language this is alfo by an extremely pro-

per name termed backbiting. Nor is there any

material difference between this, and what we

ufually ftile tale- bearing. If the tale be delivered

in a foft and quiet manner, (perhaps with ex-

preffions of good-will to the perfon, and of hope,
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that things may not be quite ſo bad) then we call it

whispering. But in whatever manner it be done, the

thing is the fame ; the fame in ſubſtance, if not in

circumftance. Still it is evil- speaking ; ftill this

command, Speak evil of no man, is trampled under

foot, if we relate to another the fault of a third per-

fon, when he is not prefent to anfwer for himſelf.

2. And how extremely common is this fin, among

all orders and degrees of men ? How do high and

low, rich and poor, wife and fooliſh, learned and

unlearned , run into it continually ? Perſons who

differ from each other in all things elfe, neverthe-

lefs agree in this. How few are there that can tef-

tify before God, " I am clear in this matter : I have

always fet a watch before my mouth, and kept the

door of my lips ?" What converfation do you hear,

of any confiderable length, whereofevil-fpeaking is

not one ingredient? Andthat , even among perfons,

who in the general have the fear ofGod before their

eyes, and do really defire to have a conſcience void

ofoffence towards God and towards man,

3. And the very commonnefs of this fin, makes it

difficultto be avoided. As we are encompaffed with

it on every fide, fo ifwe are not deeply fenfible of.

the danger, and continually guarding againſt it, we

are liable to be carried away by the torrent. In this

inftance, almost the whole ofmankind is, as itwere,

in a confpiracy against us. And their example ſteals

upon us we know not how; fo that we infenfibly

flide into the imitation of it. Befides, it is recom-

mended from within as well as from without. There

is fcarce any wrong temper in the mind of man,

which may not be occafionally gratified by it, and

confequently incline us to it. It gratifies our pride,

to relate thofe faults of others, whereof we think

ourfelves not to be guilty. Anger, refentment, and

all unkind tempers are indulged , by fpeaking againſt

thofe with whom we are difpleaſed. And in many

cafes,
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cafes, by reciting the fins oftheir neighbours, men

indulge theirown foolish and hurtful defires.

4. Evil-fpeaking is the more difficult to be avoid-

ed, becauſe it fréquently attacks us in difguife. We'

fpeak thus, out of a noble, generous ( ' tis well ifwe

do not fay, holy) indignation againſt theſe vile crea-

tures ! We commit fin, from mere hatred of fin !

We ſerve the devil, out of pure zeal for God ! Itis

merely in order to puniſh the wicked, that we run

into this wickednefs. So do " the paffions (as one

fpeaks) all juſtify themſelves," and palm fin upon

us, under the veil of holiness !

5. But is there no way to avoid the fnare? Un-

questionably there is. Our bleffed Lord has marked

out aplain way for his followers, in the words above

recited. None who warily and fteadily walk in this

path, will ever fall into evil-fpeaking. This rule is

eitheran infallible preventive, or a certain cure ofit.

In the preceding verfes our Lord had faid, l'oe to

the world becaufe of offences. Unfpeakable mifery

will arife in the world from this baleful fountain.

(Offences are, all things whereby any one is turned

out of, or hindered in the ways of God. ) For it muſt

be that offences come. Such is the nature of things :

fuch the weakneſs, folly, and wickedness of man-

kind. But woe to that man, miferable is that man,

by whom the offence cometh. Wherefore, ifthy hand,

thy foot, thine eye caufe thee to offend-If the mott

dear enjoyment, the moft beloved and ufeful per-

fon, turn thee out of, or hinder thee in the way,

pluck itout, cut them off, and caft them from thee. But

how can we avoid giving offence to ſome, and

being offended at others ? Efpecially fuppofe they

are quite in the wrong, and we fee it with ourown

eyes? Our Lord here teachesushow: he lays down

a fure method of avoiding offences and evil-fpeak-

ing together. If thy brother fhall fin against thee, go

and tell him ofhis fault, between thee and him alone

A if
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if he will hear thee, thou haft gainedthy brother. But if

he will not hear thee, take with thee one or two more, that

by the mouth of two or three witneffes every word may

be eftablished. And if he will not hear them, tell it to

the church; but if he will not hear the church, let him

be to thee as an Heathen man and a Publican.

4

I. 1. First, If thy brother fhall fin against thee, go

and tell him of his fault, between thee and him alone.

The most literal way of following this firft rule,

where it is practicable, is the beft. Therefore if

thou feeft with thine own eyes, a brother, a fellow-

chriftian commit undeniable fin, or heareſt it with

thine own ears, ſo that it is impoffible for thee to

doubt the fact , then thy part is plain : take the

very firft opportunity of going to him and if

thou canst have accefs, tell him of his fault between

thee and him alone. Indeed great care is to be taken,

that this is done in a right fpirit, and in a right

manner. The fuccefs of a reproof greatly depends

on the fpirit wherein it is given. Be not therefore

wanting in earneft prayer to God, that it may be

given in a lowlyfpirit : with a deep, piercing con-

viction, that it is God alone, who maketh theeto dif.

fer, and that if any good be done by what is now

fpoken, God doth it himſelf. Pray, that he would

guard thy heart, enlighten thy mind, and direct

thy tongue to fuch words as he may pleaſe to

blefs. See that thou fpeak in a meek as well as a

lowly fpirit : for the wrath of man worketh not the

righteoufnefs of God. If he be overtaken in a fault,

he can no otherwiſe be restored than in the fpirit of

meeknefs. If he opposes the truth he cannot be

brought to the knowledge thereof, but by gentleness.

Still fpeak in a fpirit of tender love, which many.

Avaters cannot quench. If love is not conquered, it

conquers all things : who can tell the force of

love?

Love
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Love can bow down the ftubborn neck,

The ſtone to flesh convert ;

Soften, and melt, and pierce, and break

An adamantine heart.

Confirm then yourlove towards him, and you will

thereby heap coals of fire upon his head..

2. But fee thatthe manner alfo wherein you ſpeak,

be according to the gofpel of Chrift . Avoid every

thing in look, gefture, word and tone ofvoice,

that favours of pride or felf-fufficiency. Studiouſly

avoid every thing magifterial or dogmatical , every

thing that looks like arrogance or affuming. Be-

ware of the moft diftant approach to difdain .

Overbearing, or contempt. With equal care avoid

all appearance ofanger, and though you uſe great

plainnefs of fpeech, yet let there be no reproach,

no railing accufation, no token of any warmth, but

that of love. Above all, let there be no fhadow of

hate, or ill-will, no bitterneſs or fournefs of expref-

fion; but uſe the air and language of fweetneſs as

well as gentleneſs, that all may appear to flow

from love in the heart. And yet this ſweetneſs

need not hinder your ſpeaking in the moſt ſerious

and folemn manner : as far as may be, in the very

words of the oracle of God, (for there are none

like them) and as under the eye of him who is

coming tojudge the quick and the dead.

3. Ifyou have not an opportunity of fpeakingto

him in perfon, or cannot have accefs, you may do

it by a meffenger, by a common friend , in whofe

prudence,as well as uprightnefs, you can thoroughly

confide. Such a perfon, fpeaking in your name, and

in the fpirit and manner above deſcribed, may an-

fwer the fame end, and in a good degree fupply

your lack of fervice. Only beware you do not

feign the want of opportunity, in order to fhun the

crofs : neither take it for granted, that you cannot

have
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have accefs, without ever making the trial. When

ever you can ſpeak in your own perfon, it is far

better. But you fhould rather do it by another

than not at all : this way is better than none.

4. But what if you can neither ſpeak yourſelf,

nor find fuch a meffenger as you can confide in?

If this be really the cafe, it then only remains, to

write. And there may be fome circumſtances, which

make this the most adviſeable way of ſpeaking.

One of theſe circumftances is, when the perfon

with whom we have to do, is of fo warm and im-

petuous a temper, as does not eaſily bear reproof,

efpecially from an equal or inferior. But it may be

fo introduced and ſoftened in writing, as to make it

far more tolerable. Befides many will read the

very fame words, which they could not bear to hear.

It does not give fo violent a fhock to their pride,

nor fo fenfibly touch their honour. And fuppofe-

it makes a little impreffion at first, they will per

haps give it a fecond reading, and upon farther

confideration, lay it to heart, what before they dif

regarded. Ifyou add your name, this is nearly the

fame thing, as going to him andfpeaking in perſon.

And this fhould always be done, unless it be ren-

dered improper by fome very particular reafon.

5. It should be well obferved, not only that this

is a ſtep which our Lord abfolutely commands us

to take, but that he commands us to take this ftep

firft, before we attempt any other. No alternative

is allowed, no choice of any thing elfe : this is the

way; walk thou in it. It is true, he enjoins us, if

need require, to take two other fteps. But they

are to be taken fucceffively after this step, and

neither of them before it. Much lefs are we to take

any other ſtep, either before, or befide this .. To

do any thing elfe, or not to do this, is therefore

equally inexcufable.

6. Do

T



( 9 )

1

6. Do not think to excufe yourſelf for taking an

entirely different ftep, by faying, " Why, I did not

fpeak to any one, till I was fo burdened that I could

not refrain." You was burdened ! It was no won-

der you fhould ; unleſs your confcience was feared.

For you was under the guilt of fin, of difobeying

a plain commandment of God. You ought im-

mediately to have gone and told your brother of his

fault between you and him alone. If you did not,

how fhould you be other than burdened (unleſs

your heart was utterly hardened, while you was

trampling the command of God under foot, and

hating your brother in your heart? And what a way

have you found to unburden vourfelf? God re-

proves you for a fin of omiffion, for not telling

your brother of his fault ; and you comfort your-

felf under his reproof, by a fin of commiffion , by

telling your brother's fault to another perfon !

Eafe bought by fin is a dear purchaſe : Itruft in

God you will have no eaſe, but will be burdened

fo much the more till you go to your brother, and tell

him, and no one elſe.

7. I know but of one exception to this rule.

There may be a peculiar cafe, wherein it is ne-

ceffary to accufe the guilty tho' abſent in order to

preferve the innocent. For inftance : you are ac-

quainted with the defign which a man has againſt

the property or life of his neighbour. Now the

cafe may be fo circumftanced, thatthere is no other

way ofhindering that defign from taking effect, but

the making it known without delay, to him againſt

whom it is laid. In this cafe therefore this rule is

fet afide, as is that of the Apoſtle, Speak evil of no

man and it is lawful, yea, it is our bounden duty,

to fpeak evil of an abfent perfon , in order to pre-

vent his doing evil, to others and himſelf at the

fame time. But remember mean while, that all

evil-fpeaking is, in its own nature deadly poiſon.

Therefore ifyou are fometimes conſtrained to uſe
it
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It as a medicine, yet uſe it with fear and trembling ;

feeing it is fo dangerous a medicine, that nothing

but abfolute neceffity can excufe youruſing it at all.

Accordingly uſe it as feldom as poffible ; never but

whenthere is fucha neceffity: and even then uſe as

little of it as is poffible ; only fo much as is necef-

fary for the end propofed. At all other times,

go and tell him of his fault between thee and him
alones

II. 1. But what if he will not hear ? If he repay

evil for good? If he be enraged rather than con-

vinced? What if he hearto no purpofe, and goen

ftill in the evil of his way? We must expect this

will frequently be the cafe; the mildeſt and ten-

dereft reproof will have no effect, but the bleffing

we wished for another, will return into our own

bofom . And what are weto do then Our Lord

hasgiven us a clear and full direction, Then take

with thee one or two more this is the fecond step,

Take one or two whom youknow tobe of a loving

fpirit, lovers of God and oftheir neighbour. See

likewife that they be of a lowly fpirit, and clothed

with humility. Let them alfo be fuch as are meek

and gentle, patient and long-fuffering; not apt to

return evil forevil, or railing for railing, but contrari-

wife bloffing, Let them be men of underſtanding,

fuch as are endued with wifdem from above; and

men unbiaffed, free from partiality, free from

prejudice of any kind. Care fhould likewife be

taken, that both the perfons and their characters

be well known to him. And let thoſe that are

acceptable to him be chofen, preferable to any

others.

2. Love will dictate the manner wherein they

fhould proceed, according to the nature of the cafe .

Nor can any one particular manner be preſcribed

for all cafes. But perhaps in general one might

advife, before they enter upon the thing itself, let

them
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them mildly and affectionately declare, that they

have no anger or prejudice toward him, and that is

is merely from a principle of good-will, that they

now come, or at all concern themfelves with his

affairs. To make this the more apparent, they

mightthencalmly attend to your repetition ofyour

former converfation with him, and to what he now

faid in his own defence, before they attempted to

determine any thing. After this they would be

better able to judge in what manner to proceed,

that by the mouth of two or three witneſſes, every word

might be eftablifhed : that whatever you have faid

may have its full force, by the additional weight of

their authority,

3. In order to this, may they not, 1. Briefly rea

peat whatyou spoke, and what he anfwered. 2 , Ene

large upon, open and confirm the reafon which you

had given ? a. Give weight to your reproof, thewe

ing how juft, how kind, andhow feaſonable it was?

and lastly, Enforce the advices and perfuafiona

which you had annext to it? And theſe may like-

wife hereafter, ifneed fhould require, bear witnes

of what was ſpoken.

4. With regard to this, as well as the preceding

rule we may obferve, that our Lord gives us no

choice, leaves us no alternative, but expressly com

mands us, To do this, and nothing else in the place

of it. He likewife directs us, When to do this ?

Neither fooner, for later, Namely, after we have

taken the firit, and before we have taken the third

ftep. It isthen only that we are authorized to re-

late the evil another has done, to thoſe whom we

defire to bear a part with us, in this great inftance

ofbrotherly love. But letus have a care, how we

relate it to any other perfon, till both of thefe ftepa

have been taken, If we negleft to take thefe, arif

we take any others, what wonder ifwe are bute

dened ftill? For we are finners againſt God and

againit
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againft our neighbour. And how fairly foever we

maycolour it, yet if we have any conſcience, ourfin

will find us out, and bring a burden upon our

foul.

It would

III. 1. That we may be thoroughlyinftructed in

this weighty affair, our Lord has given us a ſtill

farther direction. If he will not hear them, then, and

not till then, tell it to the church. This is the third

ftep. All the queſtion is, How this word, the

church, is here to be understood ? But the very

nature ofthe thing will determine this beyond all

reaſonable doubt. You cannot tell it to the national

church, the whole body ofmentermed the church of

England. Neither would it anfwer any chriftian

end, ifyou could : this therefore is not the mean-

ing of the word. Neither can you tell it to that

whole body ofpeople in England, with whom you

have a more immediate connexion . Nor indeed.

would this anfwer any good end : the word

therefore is not to be underſtood thus.

not anfwer any valuable end, to tell the faults of

every particular membertothe church (if you would

fo term it) the congregation or fociety united to-

gether in London. It remains that you tell to the

elder or elders of the church, to thoſe who are

overſeers ofthat flock of Chriſt, to whichyou both

belong, who watch over your's and his foul, as they

that must give account. And this fhould be done, if it

conveniently can, in the prefence ofthe perfon

concerned, and tho ' plainly, yet with all the ten-

derneſs, and love, which the nature of the thing

will admit. It properly belongs to their office, to

determine concerning the behaviour of thofe under

their care, and to rebuke according to the demerit of

their offence, with all authority. When therefore

you have done this, you have done all which the

word of God, or the law of love requireth of you .

You are not now partaker of his fin, but if he

periſh, his blood is on his own head,

2. Here
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2. Here alfo let it be obſerved , that this, and no

other, is the third ftep which we are to take : and.

that we are to take it in its order, after the other

two ; not before the ſecond , much leſs the first;

unleſs in ſome very particular circumftance . In-

deed in one caſe , the ſecond ſtep may coincide with

this : they may be in a manner, one and the fame.

The elder or elders of the church, may be fo con-

nected with the offending brother, that they may

fet afide the neceffity, and fupply the place of the

one or two witneffes. So that it fuffice to tell it
may

to them, after you have told it to your brother,

betweenyou and him alone..

3. When you have done this , you have deli-.-

vered your own foul. If he will not hear the church,

if he perſiſt in his fin, let him be to thee as an heathen ·

man and a Publican. You are under no obligation

tothink of him anymore : only when you commend-

him to God in prayer. You need not ſpeak of him

any more, but leave him to his own Mafter. In-

deed ftillyou owe to him, as to all other Heathens, -

earneft, tender good-will. You owe him courtely,

and as occafion offers, all the offices of humanity.

But have no friendſhip, no familiarity with him ;

Heathen.
no other intercourſe than with an open

4. But if this be the rule by which Chriftians

walk, which is the land where the Chriftians live ?

Afew you may poffibly find fcatteredup and down,

who make a confcience of obferving it. But how

very few ? How thinly fcattered upon the face of

the earth? And where is there any body of men,

that univerfally walk thereby ? Can we find them

in Europe ? Or, to go no farther, in Great-Britain

or Ireland ? I fear not : I fear we may fearch theſe

kingdoms throughout, and yet fearch in vain.

Alas for the Chriftian world ! Alas for Proteftants,

for reformed Chriftians ! O who will rife up with me

against the wicked ? Who will take God's part againf

B.. the
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the evil- fpeakers? Art thou the mans by the grace-

ofGod wilt thou be one, who art not carried away

by the torrent? Art thou fully determined , God:

being thy helper, from this very hour, to fet a

watch, a continual watch beforethy mouth, and keep

the door of thy lips ? Fromthis hour wilt thou walk

by this rule, fpeaking evil of no man ? Ifthou feeft

thy brother do evil, wilt thou tell him of his fault

between thee and him alone ? Afterwards take on or

two witneffes, and then only tell it to the church? If

this be the full purpofe ofthy heart, then learn one:

leffon well. Hear evil of no man : if there were no

hearers, there would be no fpeakers of evil. And

is not (according to the vulgar proverb) the re-

ceiver as bad as the thief? If then any begin to

fpeak evil in thy hearing, check him immediately.

Refufe to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he

never fo fweetly: let him ufe everſo ſoft a manner,

fo mild an accent, everfo many profeffions ofgood--

will, for him whom he is ftabbing in the dark,.

whom he fmiteth under the fifth rib. Refolutely

refufe to hear, though the whisperer complain of

being burdened till he fpeak . Burdened : thou fool !

doft thou travail with thy curfed' fecret, as a woman

travaileth with child ? Go then and be delivered of

thy burden, in the way the Lord hath ordained.

Fift, Go and tell thy brother of his fault between thee

and him alone. Next, Take with thee one or two com-

mon friends, and tell him in their prefence. If

neither of theſe fteps take effect, then tell it to the

church. But at the peril of thy foul, tell it to no

one elfe, either before or after. Unleſs in that one

exempt cafe, when it is abfolutely needful, to pre-

ferve the innocent. Why shouldft thou burden

another as well as thyfelf, by making himpartaker.

ofthy fin?

5. O that all you who bear the reproach of

Chriſt, who are in derifion called Methodists, would

fet an example to the Chriſtian world, fö called , at

leaft
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leaft in this one inftance! Put ye away evil-fpeak.-

ing, tale-bearing, whiſpering : let none of them.

proceed out of your mouth. See that you speak

evil of no man of the abſent nothing but good. If.

ye muſt be diſtinguiſhed , whether ye will or no, let

this be the diſtinguiſhing mark of a Methodist, " He

cenfures no man behind is back : by this fruit ye

may know him." What a bleffed effect of this .

felf-denial ſhould we quickly feel in our hearts P

How wouldour peace flow as a river, when we thus

followedpeace with allmen ? How would the love of

God abound in our own fouls, while we thus con-

firmed our love to our brethren ? And what an ef

fect would it have on all that were united together

in the name of the Lord Jefus ? How would bro-

therly love continually increaſe, when this grand .

hinderance of it was removed ? All the members.

ofChrift's myftical body would then naturally care

for each other ? If one member fuffered, all would

fuffer with it: if one was honoured, all would rejoice :

with it : and every one would love his brother

with a pure heart fervently. Nor is this all : but..

what an effect might this have, even on the wild,

unthinking world? How foon would they defcry

in us, what they could not find among all the

thouſands of their brethren , and cry (as Julian the

apoftate to his Heathen courtiers) " See how theſe

Chriftians love one another !" By this chiefly

would God convince the world, and prepare them

alfo for his kingdom: as we may eaſily learn from

thoſe remarkable words in our Lord's laft folemn

prayer. I pray for them who will believe in me, that

they allmay be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and Iin

thee That the world may believe that thou haft fent me!

The Lord haften the time ! The Lord enable,

thus to love one another, not only in word and in

tongue, but in deed and in truth, even as Chriſt hath

loved us.

"

usg

FINI S.
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