
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.com/books?id=831H6nOuHlIC


THE MAL?

GOOD STEWARD:

SERMO N.

By JOHN WESLEY, M. A.
-K

Late Fellow of LINCOLN COLLEGE , OXFORD

and Chaplain to the Right Honourable the

Countess Dowager of BUCHAN,

LONDON:

PRINTED IN THE YEAR, MDCCLXVI

9
2
3





A

SERMON, &c.

LUKE xvi, 2.

Give an Account of thy Stewardship ; for theu tanft

be no longer Steward.

T

HE Relation which Man bears to God,

the Creature to his Creator, is exhibited

to us in the Oracles of GOD under va

rious Repreſentations . Confider'd as a Sinner, a

fallen Creature, he is there reprefented as a Debtor

to his Creator. He is alfo frequently reprefented as

a Servant, which indeed is effential to him as a

Creature: Infomuch that this Appellation is given

to the Son of Gop when in his State of Humi

liation: He took upon him the Form of a Servant,

being made in the Likeness ofMen.

4
曩

2. But no Character more exactly agrees with

the prefent State of Man than that of a Steward.

Our bleffed Lord frequently reprefents him as fuch ;

and there is a peculiar Propriety in the Reprefenta

tion . It is only in one particular Respect, namely,

as he is a Sinner, that he is ftiled a Debtor. And

when he is filed a Servant, the Appellation is ge

neral and indeterminate . But a Stewardis a Ser

vant of a particular Kind : Such a one as Man

A 2 i*.
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is in all Refpects . This Apellation is exactly ex

preffive of his Situation in the prefent World ; fpe

cifying what Kind of Se vant he is to Gò D, and

what Kind of Service his divine Maſter expects from

him.

It may be of Ufe then to confider this Point

throughly, and to make our full Improvement ofit.

In order to this , let us, firft , inquire, in what Re

fpects we are now GoD's Stewards. Let us, fe

condly, obferve, that when he requires our Souls of

us, we can be no longer Stewards. It will then only

remain, as we may in the third Place, obferve, to

givean Account ofour Stewardship.

I. 1. And firſt , we are to enquire, in what Re

fpects we are now God's Stewards. We are now in

debted to Him for all we have ; but although a

Debtor is obliged to return what he has received,

yet until the Time of Payment comes , he is at Li

berty to ufe it as he pleafes. It is not fo with a

Steward ; He is not at Liberty to uſe what is lodged

in his Hands, as he pleaſes , but as his Mafter pleaſes.

He has no Right to difpefe of any Thing which is

in his Hands, but according to the Will of his Lord.

For he is not the Proprietor of any ofthefe Things,

but barely intrufted with them by another : And

intrufted on this exprefs Condition, that he fhall

difpofe of all as his Mafter orders. Now this is

exactly the Cafe of every Man, with Relation to

GOD. We are not at Liberty to ufe what he has

lodged in our Hands, as we pleaſe, but as he pleafes

who

Jy
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who alone is the Poffeffor of Heaven and Earth, and

t

the Lord of every Creature. We have no Right

to difpofe of any Thing we have, but according

to his Will, feeing we are not Proprietors of any

oftheſe Things : They are all, as our Lord fpeaks,

*

λnóτge, belonging to another Person ; nor is any

Thing properly our own, in the Land of our Pil

grimage. We shall not receive ri idia our own

Things, till we come to our own Country. Eternal

Things only are our own: With all theſe temporal

Things we are barely intrufted by another ; the

Difpofer and Lord of all. And he intrufts us with

them on this exprefs Condition , that we ufe them

only as our Mafter's Goods, and according to the

particular Directions which he has given us in his

Word.

2. On this Condition He hath intrufted us with

our Souls, our Bodies, our Goods, and whatever

other Talents we have received : But in order to

imprefs this weighty Truth on our Hearts, it will

be needful to come to Particulars.

And Firſt, GoD has intrufted us with our Soul,.

an immortal Spirit, made in the Image of God,.

together with all the Powers and Faculties thereof,

Underſtanding, Imagination, Memory ; Will, and

a Train of Affections , either included in it, or

clofely dependent upon it ; Love and Hatred, Joy

and Sorrow, refpe&ting prefent Good and Evil ;

Defire and Averfion, Hope and Fear, refpecting

that which is to come. All thefe St. Paul feems

"

when he fays, The Peaceto include in two Words,

of God fball keep your Hearts and Minds.

A-3}
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indeed the latter Word, vonuara, might rather be

rendered Thoughts : Provided we take that Word in

its most extenfive Senfe, for every Perception of the

Mind, whether active or paſſive.

3. Now of all thefe, it is certain, we are only

Stewards. GOD has intrufted us with theſe Powers

and Faculties , not that we may employ them ac

cording to our own Will, but according to the ex.

prefs Orders which he has given us : (Although it

is true, that in doing his Will, we moſt effectually

fecure our own Happiness, feeing it is herein only

that we can be happy, either in Time, or in E

ternity.) Thus, we are to uſe our Underſtanding,

our Imagination, our Memory, wholly to the Glory

of him that gave them. Thus our Will is to be

wholly given up to him, and all our Affections to

be regulated as he directs. We are to love and

hate, to rejoice and grieve, to defire and fhun, to

hope and fear, according to the Rule which He

prefcribes, whofe we are, and whomwe are to ferve

in all Things. Even our Thoughts are not our'

own in this Senfe : They are not at our own Dif

pofal:But for every deliberate Motion of our Mind,

we are accountable to our great Mafter.

4. God has, fecondly, intrufted us with our

Badies, (thofe exquifitely wrought Machines, fo

fearfully and wonderfully made) with all the Powers

and Members thereof. He has intrufted us with the

Organs of Senfe, of Sight, Hearing, and the

reft : But none of thefe are given us as our own,

to be employed according to our own Will. None
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of thefe are lent us in fuch a Senfe, as to leave us

at Liberty to uſe them as we pleaſe for a Sea

fon. No : We have received them on theſe very

Terms, that as long as they abide with us, we

fhould employ them all, in that very Manner, and

no other which he appoints.

f
5. It is on the fame Terms, that He has im

parted to us that moft excellent Talent of Speech.

Thou baft given me a Tongue, fays the Ancient Wri

ter, that Imay praise thee therewith. For this Pur

pofe was it given to all the Children of Men, to

be employed in glorifying God. Nothing there

fore is more ungrateful, or more abfurd, than to

think or fay, our Tongues are our own.
That can

not be, unless we have created ourſelves , and fo

are independent on the Moft High. Nay, but it is

He that bath made us, and not we ourselves. The

manifeft Confequence is, That he is ftill Lord over

us, in this as in all other Refpects. It follows, that

there is not a Word of our Tongue, for which we

are not accountable to him.

6. To him we are equally accountable for the

Ufe of our Hands and Feet, and all the Members

of our Body. Theſe are ſo many Talents which

are committed to our Truft, until the Time ap

pointed by the Father. Until then, we have the

Uſe of all thefe ; but as Stewards, not as Proprie .

tors : To the End, we fhould render them not as

Inftruments of Unrighteousness unto Sin, but as In

fruments of Righteousness unto GOD.

7. God
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7. GOD has intruſted us , thirdly, with a Por-

tion of wordly Goods, with Food to eat, Raiment.

to put on, and a Place where to lay our Head, with

not only the Neceffaries, butthe Conveniencies of

Life. Above all, he has committed to our Charge

that precious Talent, which contains all the reft,

Money Indeed it is unspeakably precious, if we

are wife and faithful Stewards of it ; if we em

ploy every Part of it for fuch Purpoſes as our

bleffed Lord has commanded us to do.

::

8. GOD has intrufled us, fourthly, with fe

veral Talents, which do not properly come under

any of theſe Heads : Such is bodily Strength :

fuch are Health, a pleafing Perfon, an agreeable

Address : Such are Learning and Knowledge in their

various Degrees, with all the other Advantages of

Education . Such is the Influence which we have

over others, whether by their Love and Eleem of

us, or by Power ; Power to do them Good or

Hurt, to help or hinder them in the Circumftances .

of Life. Add to thefe that invaluable Talent of:

Time, with which God intrufts us from Moment :

to Moment. Add, laftly, that on which all the

reft depend, and without which they would all be

Curfes, not Bleffings : Namely, the Grace of God , ›

the Power ofhis Holy Spirit, which alone worketh

in us all that is acceptable in his Sight.

f

II. 1. In fo many Refpects are the Children of

Men, Stewards of the Lord, the Poffeffor of Heaven

and Earth. So large a Portion of his Goods, of

various
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various Kinds, hath he committed to their Charge.

But it is not for ever, nor indeed for any confi

derable Time. We have this Truft repofed in us,

only during the fhort, uncertain Space that we fo

journ here below : Only fo long as we remain on

Earth, as this fleeting Breath is in our Noftrils .

The Hour is fwiftly approaching, it is juſt at

Hand, when we can be no longer Stewards. The

Moment the Body returns to the Duft as it was,

and the Spirit to GOD that gave it, we bear that

Character no more ; the Time of our Stewardſhip

is at an End. Part of thofe Goods wherewith we

were before intrufted , are now come to an End :

At leaſt, they are fo with Regard to us ; nor are we

longer intrufted with them : And that Part which

remains, can no longer be employed or improved as

it was before.

2. Part of what we were intrufled with before,

is at an End, at leaft with Regard to us. What

have we to do, after this Life, with Food, and

Raiment, and Houſes , and earthly Poffeffions ? The

Food of the Dead is the Duft of the Earth : They

are cloathed only with Worms and Rottennefs .

They dwell in the House prepared for all Flefb :

TheirLands knowthem no more. All their worldly

Goods are delivered into other Hands, and they

have no more Portion under the Sun.

3. The Cafe is the fame with regard to the

Body. The Moment the Spirit returns to GoD,

we are no longer Stewards of this Machine, which

is then fown in Corruption and Dishonour. All

the

Gui
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the Parts and Members ofwhich it was compofed,

lie mouldering in the Clay. The Hands have

no longer Power to move ; the Feet have forgot

their Office ; the Flefh, the Sinews, the Bones,

are all hafting to be diffolved into common Duft.

4. Here end alfo the Talents of a mixt Na

ture, our Strength, our Health ; our Beauty ; our

Eloquence, and Address ; our Faculty of pleafing,

of perfuading, or convincing others. Here end

likewife all the Honours we once enjoyed , all the

Power which was lodged in our Hands, all the

Influence which we once had over others, either

by the Love or the Efteem which .they bore us.

Our Love, our Hatred, our Defire is pirifoed: None

regard how we were once affected toward them.

They look upon the Dead as neither able to help

nor hurt them ; So that a living Deg is better than a

dead Licn.

5. Perhaps a Doubt may remain concerning

fome of the other Talents wherewith we are now

intrufted, whether they will ceafe to exift when

the Body returns to Duft, or only ceafe to be

improvable. Indeed there is no Doubt, but the

Kind of Speech which we now ufe, by Means of

thefe bodily Organs, will then be intirely at an

End, when thofe Organs are deftroyed . It is

certain the Tongue will no more occafion any

Vibrations in the Air : Neither will the Ear con

vey theſe tremulous Motions to the common Sen

fory. Even the fonus exilis, the low, fhri Voice,

which the Poet fuppofes to belong to a feperate

Spirit, we cannot allow to have a real Being ; it
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is a mere Flight of Imagination. Indeed it can

not be questioned, but feparate Spirits have fome

Way to communicate their Sentiments to each

other : But what Inhabitant of Flesh and Blood

can explain that Way? What we term Speech,

they cannot have. So that we can no longer be

Steward ofthis Talent, whenwe are numbered with

the Dead.

7

6. It may likewife admit of a Doubt, whether

our Senfes will exift, when the Organs of Senfe

are deftroyed. Is it not probable, that thofe of

the lower Kind will ceafe ; the Feeling, the Smell,

the Tafte, as they have a more immediate Refe

rence to the Body, and are chiefly, if not wholly

intended for the Prefervation of it ? But will not

fome Kind of Sight remain, although the Eye be

clofed in Death ? And will there not be fomething

in the Soul, equivalent to the preſent Senfe of

Hearing? Nay, is it not probable, that thefe will

not only exist in the feparate State , but exist in a

far greater Degree, in a more eminent Manner than

now! When the Soul, difintangled from its Clay, is

no longer

" A dying Sparkle in a cloudly Place ;

when it no longer

" Looks thro' the Windows of the Eye and Ear."

But rather is all Eye, all Ear, all Senfe, in a Man. ↑

ner we cannot yet conceive. And have we not

a
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3

a clear Proof of the Poffibility of this, of ſeeing

without the Ufe of the Eye, and hearing without

the Ufe of the Ear ? Yea, and an Earneſt of it con

tinually For does not the Soul fee, in the cleareft

Manner, when the Eye is of no Ufe, namely, in

Dreams ? Does he not than enjoy the Faculty of

Hearing, without any Help from the Ear ? But

however this be, certain it is , that neither will

our Senfes, any more than our Speech, be intrufted to

us in the Manner they are now, when the Body

lies in the filent Grave.

7. How far the Knowledge or 'Learning which

we have gained by Education will then remain, we

cannot tell. Solomon indeed fays, There is no Work,

nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wifdom, in the

Grave whither thou goeft. But it is evident, theſe

Words cannot be understood in an abfolute Senfe.

For it is fo far from being true, that there is no

Knowledge after we have quitted the Body, that the

Doubt lies on the other Side, Whether there,be

any fuch Thing as real Knowledge till then ? Whe

ther it be not a plain fober Truth, not a mere

poetical Fiction,

That all thefe Shadows which for Things we

take,

Are but the empty Dreams, which in Death's

Sleep we make ?

Only excepting thofe Things which God himſelf

has
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has been pleaſed to reveal to Man. I will fpeak for

one: After having fought for Truth with fome Di

ligence for Half a Centry, I am at this Day hardly.

fure ofany Thing, but what I learn from the Bible.

Nay, I pofitively affirm, I know nothing else fo

certainly, that I would dare to ftake my Salvation

upon it.

he

So much however we may learn from Solomon's

Words, that that there is no fuch Knowledge or Wif

dom in the Grave, as will be of any ufe to an un

happy Spirit ; there is no Divice there, whereby

can now improve thoſe Talents , with which

he was once intrufted . For Time is no more :

The Time of our Trial for everlafting Happineſs

or Mifery is paſt. Our Day, the Day of Man, is

over ; the Day of Salvation is ended. Nothing now

remains but the Day of the Lord, ushering in,

wide, unchangeable Eternity.

8. But fill our Souls, being incorruptible and

immortal, of a Nature little lower than the Angels,

(even if we are to underſtand that Phrafe of our

original Nature, which may well admit of a Doubt)

when our Bodies are mouldered into Earth, will

remain with all their Faculties. Our Memory,

our Understanding will be fo far from being de

ftroyed, yea, or impaired by the Diffolution of

the Body, that on the contrary, we have Rea

fon to believe, they will be inconceivably ftrength

ened. Have we not the cleareft Reaſon to believe,

that they will then be wholly freed from thoſe

Defects, which now naturally refult from the U

nion of the Soul with the corruptible Body ? It

B is

25
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is highly probable, that from the Time theſe are

difunited, our Memory will let nothing flip : Yea,

that it will faithfully exhibit every Thing to our

View, which was ever committed to it. It is

true, that the invifible World is in Scripture termed

the Land of Forgetfulness ; or as it is fill more

ftrongly expreffed in the old Tranflation, the Land

where all Things are forgotten. They are for.

gotten ; But by whom ? Not by the Inhabi

tants of that Land, but by the Inhabitants of the

Earth . It is with Regard to them that the un

feen World is the Land of Forgetfulness . AllThings

therein are too frequently forgotten by thefe ;,

not by disembodied Spirits. From the Time they

have put off the earthly Tabernacle, we can hardly

think they forget any Thing.

but

•

#
9. In like Manner the Underftanding will doubt

lefs be freed, from the Defects that are now infe

parable from it. For many Ages , it has been an

unqueftioned Maxim, Humanum eft errare&nefcire:

Ignorance and Miftake are infeparable from Hu

man Nature. But the Whole of this Affertion is

only true, with Regard to living Men, and holds

no longer, than while the corruptible Body prejes

down the Soul. Ignorance indeed belongs to every

finite Understanding, feeing there is none befide

God that knoweth all Things : But not Miſtake,

When the Body is laid afide, this alfo is laid afide

for ever.

18

10. What then can we fay to an ingenious Man,

who has lately made a Difcovery, that disembodied

Spirits have not only no Senfes (not even Sight or

Hear
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Heaing) but no Memory or Understanding, no

Thought or Perception, not fo much as a Confcious

ness of their own Exiſtence ? That they are in a

dead Sleep from Death to the Refurrection ? Com

fanguineus lethi fopor indeed ! Such a Sleep we may

well call a near Kinſman of Death, if it be not the

fame Thing. What can we fay, but that ingeni

ous Men have ftrange Dreams : And thefe they

fometimes miftake for Realities.

VAN
11. But to return . As the Soul will retain its

Underſtanding and Memory, notwithſtanding the

Difolution of the Body, fo undoubtedly the Will,

including all the Affections, will remain in its

full Vigour. If our Love or Anger, our Hope or

Defire perish, it is only with Regard to thofe

whom we leave behind. To them it matters not,

whether they were the Objects of our Love or

Hate, of our Defire or Averfion . But in fepa

rate Spirits themſelves, we have no Reaſon to be

lieve, that any of thefe are extinguifhed. It is

more probable, that they work with far greater

Force, than while the Soul was clogged with Flesh

and Blood.

0

12. But although all thefe, although both our

Knowledge and Senfes, our Memory and Under

ftanding, together with our Will, our Love, Hate,

and all our Affections, remain after the Body is

dropt off, yet in this Refpect they are as though

they were not, we are no longer Stewards of

them. The Things continue, but our Steward

fhip does not : We no more act in that Capacity.

Even the Grace which was formerly intrufted

with
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with us in order to enable us to be faithful and

wife Stewards, is now no longer intrufted for

that Purpofe. The Days of our Stewardship are

ended.

a

III. 2. It now remains, that being no longer

Stewards, we give an Acconnt of our Stewardship.

Some have imagined, this is to be done imme

diately after Death, as foon as we enter into the

World of Spirits . Nay, the Church of Rome does

abfolutely affert this : yea, make it an Article of

Faith . And thus much we may allow, the Mo

ment a Soul drops the Body, and ſtands naked be

fore God, it cannot but know what its Portion

will be to all Eternity. It will have full in its

View, either everlafting Joy, or everlafting Tor

ment : As it is no longer poffible to be deceived,

in the Judgment which we pafs upon ourselves.

Bat the Scripture gives us no Reaſon to believe,

that God will then fit in Judgment upon us,

There is no Paffage in all the Oracles, of God,

which affirms any fuch Thing. That which has

been frequently alledged for this purpofe, feems ra

therto prove the contrary : Namely, (Heb. ix. 27.)

It is appointed for Men once to die, and after this, the

Judgment. For in all Reafon, the Word once is here

to be applied, to Judgment as well as Death. So

that the fair Inference to be drawn from this very

Text, is, Not that there are two Judgments, a

particular and a general ; but that we are to be judged

as well as to die, once only : Not once immediately

after Death, and again after the General Refurrec

tion ; but then only when the Son ofManfball come

*

222
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a.

in bis Glory, and all bis holy Angels with bim. The

Imagination therefore of one Judgment at Death,

and another at the End of World, can have no

Place with thoſe who make the written Word of

GOD, the whole and fole Standard of their Faith .

2. The Time then when we are to give this Ac

count, is when the great white Throne comes down

from Heaven, and be that fitteth , thereon, from whofe

Face the Heavens and the Earth flee away, and there

is found no Place for them. It is then the Dead,

Small and great, will stand before God : And the Books

will be opened ; the Book of Scripture, to them who

were entrusted therewith, the Book of Confcience

to all Mankind. The Book of Remembrance like .

wife, ( to uſe another fcriptural Expreffion) which

had been written from the Foundation ofthe World,

will then be laid open to the View of all the Chil

dren of Men. Before all thefe, even the Whole of

Human Race, before the Devil and his Angels,

before an innumerable Company of holy Angels,

and before God the Judge of all : Thou wilt ap-

pear, without any Shelter or Covering, without any

Poffibility of Difguife, to give a particular Account ,

of the Manner wherein thou haft employed all thy

Lord's Goods.

t

3. The Judge of all will then enquire, " How

didst thou employ thy Soul? I intrufted thee with

an immortal Spirit, endowed with various Powers ›

and Faculties, with Understanding, Imagination, Me

mary, Will, Affections. I gave thee withal full and

expreſs Directions, how all theſe were to be em

ployed. Didit thou employ thy Underſtanding, as ›

B. 3 fan

"
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far as it was capable, according to thofe Directions,

namely, in the Knowledge of thyself and me ? My

Nature, my Attributes ? My Works, whether of

Creation, of Providence, or of Grace ? In acquaint

ing thyfelf with my Word ? In ufing every Means

to increase thy Knowledge thereof ? In meditating

thereon Day and Night ! Didft thou employ thy

Memoryaccording to my Will ? In treaſuring up what

ever Knowledge thou hadst acquired, which might

conduce to my Glory, to thy own Salvation , or

the Advantage ofothers ? Didft thou ſtore up there

in, not Things of no Value, but whatever Inftruc

tion thou hadst learned from my Word : And

whatever Experience thou hadft gained, of my

Wiſdom, Truth, Power, and Mercy ? Was thy

Imagination employed, not in painting vain Images,

much leſs fuch as nouriſhed foolish and burtful Defires,

but in reprefenting to thee whatever would profit

thy Soul, and awaken thy Purfuit of Wisdom and

Holiness ? Didft thou follow my Directions with

Regard to thy Will? Was it wholly given up to

me? Was it fwallowed up in mine, fo as never to

oppofe, but always run parallel with it ? Were

thy Affections placed and regulated in fuch a Man

ner, as I appointed in my Word ? Didft thou give

me thy Heart ? Didft thou not love the World, nei

ther the Things of the World ? Was I the Object

of thy Love ? Was all thy Defire unto me, and

unto the Remembrance of my Name ? Was Ithe

Joy of thy Heart, the Delight of thy Soul, the

Chief among Ten Thouſand ? Didft thou forrow

for nothing but what grieved my Spirit ? Didft thou

fear and bate nothing but Sin ? Did the whole

Stream



( 19 )

+

1

7

Stream of thy Affections flow back to the Ocean

from whence they came ? Were thy Thoughts em

ployed according to my Will ? Not in ranging to

the Ends ofthe Earth, not on Folly, or Sin ; but

on whatsoever Things were pure, whatsoever Things

were boly, on whatſoever was conducive to

Glory, and to Peace and Good-will among Men?"

my

4. Thy Lord will then inquire, " How didft

thou. employ the Body wherewith I intrufted thee ?

I gave thee a Tongue, to praife me therewith :

Didft thou ufe it to the End for which it was

given ? Didit thou employ it, not in Evil- speaking

or Idle-fpeaking, not in uncharitable or unprofita

ble Converfation : but in fuch as was good, as was

neceffary or uſeful, either to thyfelfor others ?. Such

as always tended, directly or indirectly, to minfter

Grace to the Hearers? I gave thee, together with

thy other Senfes, thofe grand Avenues of Know

ledge, Sight and Hearirg: Were thefe employed to

thoſe excellent Purpoſes for which they were be

flowed upon thee ? In bringing thee in more and

more inftruction in Righteouſneſs and true Holiness ?

I thee Hands and Feet and various Members
gave

wherewith to perform the Works which were pre

pared for thee : Were they employed, not in doing

the Will ofthe Flesh, ofthy evil Nature, or the Will

ofthe Mind, (the Things to which thy Reafon or

Fancy led thee ,) but the Will of him that Jent thee

into the World, merely to work out thy own Sal

vation ? Didst thou prefent all thy Members, not

to Sin, as Inftruments of Unrighteoufnefs, but to

me alone, through the Son of my. Love, as Inftru

ments ofRighteousness ?"

5. The
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5: The Lord of all will next inquire, " How

didst thou employ the wordly Goods which I lodged

in thy Hands ? Didit thou ufe thy Food, not fo as

to feek or place thy Happiness therein, but fo as to

preferve the Body in Health, in Strength, and Vi

gour, a fit Inftrument for the Soul ? Didft thou uſe

Apparel, not to nourish Pride or Vanity, much lefs

to tempt others to Sin, but conveniently and de

cently to defend thyfelf from the Injuries of the

Weather ? Didst thou prepare and ufe thy Houfe

and all other Conveniencies, with a fingle Eye to

my Glory In every Point feeking not thy own

Honour, but mine : ftudying to pleafe not thyfelf,.

but me ? Once more : In what Manner didft thou

employ that comprehenfive Talent, Money ? Not in

-gratifying the Defire of the Flesh, the Defire ofthe

Eye, or the Pride of Life ? Not fquandering it away

in vain Expences , the fame as throwing it into the

Sea ? Not hoarding it up to leave behind thee, the

fame as burying it in the Earth ? But firft fupplying

thy own reaſonable Wants, together with thofe of

thy Family then reftoring the Remainder to me,

through the Poor, whom I had appointed to receive

it : Looking upon thyfelf as only one of that Num

ber of Poor whofe Wants were to be fupplied out

of that Part of my Subftance which I had placed in

thy Hands for this Purpofe : Leaving thee the Right

of being fupplied first, and the Bleffedness of giving

rather than receiving ? Waft thou accordingly a Ge-

neral Benefactor to Mankind ? Feeding the Hun

gey, cloathing the Naked, comforting the Sick, af

filling the Stranger, relieving the Afflicted according

to their various Neceffitics ? Waft thou Eyes to the

Blind, and Feet to the Lame ? A Father to the

Father

"
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AndFatherlefs , and an Husband to the Widow

didit thou, labour to improve all outward Works of

Mercy, as Means of faving Souls from Death ?"

6. Thy Lord will farther enquire, " Haft thou

been a wife and faithful Steward, with Regard

to the Talents of a mixt Nature which I lent

thee ? Didst thou employ thy Health and Strength,

not in Folly or Sin, not in the Pleaſures which

perished in the ufing, not in making Provifion for

the Flefe, to fulfil the Defires thereof, but in a

vigorious Purfuit of that better Part, which none

could take away from thee ? Didft thou employ

whatever was pleafing in the Perfon or Address,

whatever Advantages thou hadst by Education,

whatever Share of Learning, whatever Knowledge

of Things or Men was committed to thee, for the

promoting of Virtue in the World, for the Enlarge

ment of my Kingdom ? Didft thou employ what

ever Share of Power thou hadft, whether Influence

over others, by the Love or Efteem of thee which

they had conceived , for the Increaſe of their Wif

dom and Holiness ? Didft thou employ that ineftima

ble Talent of Time with Warinefs and Circumfpec

tion, as duly weighing the Value of every Moment,

and knowing that all were numbered in Eternity ?

Above all, waft thou a good Steward ofmy Grace,

preventing, accompanying, and following thee ?

Didft thou duly obferve and carefully improve all the

Influences ofmy Spirit ? Every good Defire ? Every

Meaſure ofLight? All his fharp or gentle Reproofs?

How didft thou profit by the Spirit of Bondage and

Fear, which was previous to the Spirit of Adoption?

And when thou waft made a Partaker of this Spirit,

crying

T
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arving in thy Heart, Abba, Father, didft thou ftand

faft in the glorious Liberty wherewith I made thee

free ? Didft thou from thenceforth prefent thy Soul

and Body, all thy Thoughts, thy Words, and Ac

tions, in one Flame of Love, as an holy Sacrifice,

glorifying me with thy Body and thy Spirit?

Then well-done, good and faithful Servant! Enter

thou into the Joy of thy Lord !" And what will

remain, either to the faithful or unfaithful Steward ?

Nothing but the Execution of that Sentence,

which has been paffed by the righteous Judge :

Fixing thee in a State which admits of no Change,

through everlaſting Ages . It remains only, that

thou be rewarded to all Eternity, according to thy s

Works.

IV. I. From thoſe plain Confiderations
we

may learn, firft, How important
is this fhort, un'

certain Day of Life ! How precious
, above all

Utterance
, above all Conception

, is every Portion

ofit !

" The leaſt of theſe a ſerious Care demands ;

For tho' they are little, theyare golden Sands !” .

How deeply does it concern every Child of Man, to

let none of theſe run to wafte ; but improve them

all to the nobleft Purpoſes, as long as the Breath of

GOD is in his Noftrils !.

2. We learn from hence, fecondly, that there is

no Employment of our Time, no Action or Con

verfation that is purely indifferent . All is good or

bad, becauſe all our Time, as every Thing we

+
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have, is not our own. All theſe are, as our Lord

anλ6 Ta, the Property of another;

of GOD, our Creator. Now theſe either are, or are

not employed, according to his Will. If they are

fo employed, all is good; if they are not, all is

evil. Again : It is his Will, that we ſhould con

tinually grow in Grace, and in the living Know

ledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift . Confequently,

every Thought, Word, and Work whereby this

Knowledge is increaſed, whereby we grow in

Grace, is good : And every one whereby this

Knowledge is not increaſed, is truly and properly

evil.

"

t
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3. Welearn from hence, thirdly, that there are

no Works of Supererogation ; that we can never do

more than our Duty : Seeing all we have is not our

own, but GoD's, all we can do is due to Him.

We have not received this or that, or many Things

only, but every Thing from Him : Therefore every.

Thing is his Due. He that gives us all, muft needs

have a Right to all. So that ifwe pay him any

Thing less than all, we cannot be faithful Stewards.

And confidering every Man fhall receive his own Re

ward, according to his own Labour, we cannot be

wife Stewards, unless we labour to the Uttermost

of our Power: Not leaving any Thing undone,

which we poffibly can do, but putting forth all our

Strength.

4. Brethren, Who is an understanding Man and

indeed with Knowledge among you ? Let him fhew

the Wiſdom from above, by walking fuitably to

his Character. If he fo account of himſelf, aş a

Steward
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Steward of the manifold Gifts ofGod, let him fee

that all his Thoughts, and Words, and Works be

agreeeble to the Poft God has affigned him. It is

no finall Thing, to lay out for Gon all which

you have received: from Go It requires alt

your Wifdom, all your /Reſolution, all your Pas

tience and Confiancy : Far more than ever you had

byNature ; but not more than you may have by

Grace. For his Grace is fufficient for you, and

all Things, you know, are poffible to him that belie

verb. By Faith then, put on the Lord Jesus Chrift ;

put on the whole Armour of God, and you shall be

enabled to glorify him in all your Words and

Works, yea, to bring every Thought into the Obe

dience ofChrift.

L

EDINBURGH,

My 14, 1768.
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