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AND
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APPROVED OF, AND AGREED UNTO, BY

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE

PATRIARCHS, PROPHETS, AND APOSTLES,

CHRIST himſelf Chief Speaker in and amongthem.

WHICH CONTAINETH

Atrue and faithful Account of the Principles and

Doctrines, which are moſt ſurely believed by the Churches

of Chrift in Great Britain and Ireland, who are reproach

fully called by the Name of QUAKERS ; yet are found

in the one Faith with the primitive Church and Saints,

as is moft clearly demonftrated by fome plain Scripture

Teftimonies, without Confequences or Commentaries,

which are here collected, and inferted by way of Anſwer

to a few weighty, yet eafy and familiar Queftions, fitted

as well for the wifeft and largeſt, as for the weakeſt and

lowest Capacities.

TO WHICH IS ADDED,

An Expoftulation with, and Appeal to, all other

Profeffors.

BY ROBERT BAR CLA Y. A

THE ELEVENTH EDITION.

Search the Scriptures, (or, ye fearch the Scriptures) for in them ye

think ye have eternal Life, and they are they which testify of me,

that ye might have Life. John v. 39.

LONDON :

PRINTED AND SOLD BY JAMES PHILLIPS, IN

GEORGE-YARD, LOMBARD-STREET.
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THE

PRE E FACE

TO THE

READER.

SINCE first that great apoftacy took place

in the hearts and beads of those who began,

even in the apostles days, to depart from the

fimplicity and purity of the gospel, as it was

then delivered in its primitive fplendor and

integrity, innumerable have been the manifold

inventions and traditions, the different and

various notions and opinions, wherewith man,

by giving way to the vain and airy imagina

tions of his own unſtable mind, bath burthen

ed the Chriftian faith : fo that indeed, first

by adding theſe things, and afterwards by

equalling them, if not exalting them above the

TRUTH,. they have at laft come to be fubfti

tute in the ftead of it ; fo that in process

of time TRUTH came to be but out of doors,

and another thing placed in the room thereof,

having afhew and name, but wanting the fub

ftance and thingitself. Nevertheless, itpleafed

God to raife up witneffes for himself almoft in

every
A 2



The PREFACE.

every age and generation, who, according to

the difcoveries they received, bore fome tefti

mony, lefs or more, against the fuperftition and

apoftacy of the time ; and in fpecial manner

through the appearing of that light which first

broke forth in Germany, about one hundred

and fifty years ago, and afterwards reached

divers other nations, the beast received a dead

ly wound ; and a very great number did at

one time protest against, and refcind from the

church of Rome, in divers of their most gross

and fenfual doctrines, and fuperftitious tradi

tions : but, alas ! it is for matter of lamen

tation, that the fucceffors of thefe Proteftants

are establishing and building up in themfelves

that which their fathers were pulling down,

inftead of profecuting and going on with fo

good and honourable a work, which will eafily

appear.

The generality of all Proteftants, though in

many other things miferably rent and shattered

among themfelves, do agree in dividing from

the church ofRome in these two particulars :

First, That every principle and doctrine

of the Chriftian faith is, and ought to

be, founded upon the fcripture ; and that

whatſoever principles and doctrines are not

only not contrary, but even not accord

ing thereto, ought to be denied as anti

chriſtian.

Secondly, That the fcriptures themſelves

are plain and eaſy to be underſtood ; and

that

}
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The PREFACE.

that every private Chriftian and member.

of the church ought to read and perufe

them, that they may know their faith and

belief founded upon them, and receive

them for that caufe alone, and not becauſe

any church or affembly has compounded

and recommended them ; the choiceft and

moſt pure of which they are obliged to

look upon as fallible.

"

Now, contrary to this their known and ac

knowledged principle, they do moft vigorously

profecute and perfecute others with the like

Severity the Papifts did their fathers, for be

lieving things that are plainly fet down in

the fcriptures, and for not believing divers

principles, for which themselves are forced to

recur to tradition, and can by no means prove

from Scripture : to shew which I ſhall nót

bere infift, having allotted a chapter for it in

the book itself; becauſe to put it here, would

fwell it beyond the bounds ofa preface.

Oh! how like do they fhew themfelves, I

mention it with regret, to the fcribes and

pharifees of old, who, of all men, moſt cried

up and exalted Mofes and the prophets, boaft

ing greatly of their being Abraham's children?

And yet thofe are they that were the greatest

oppofers and vilifiers ofChrift, to whom Mofes

and all the prophets gave witness ; yea, their

chief accufations and exceptions against Chrift,

were, as being a breaker of the law, and a

blafphemer.
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Can there any compariſon run more parallel ;

feeing there is now found a people, who are

greatly perfecuted, and bitterly reviled, and

accufed as hereticks, by a generation that cry

up and exalt the fcriptures ? And yet thefe

people's principles are found in fcripture, word

by word ; though the most grievous, and in

deed the greatest calumny caft upon them is,

that they vilify and deny the fcriptures, and

fet up their own imaginations instead ofthem.

To difprove which, this catechifm and con

feffion of faith is compiled, and prefented to

thyferious and impartial view. If thou loveft

the feripture indeed, and defireft to hold the

plain doctrines there delivered, and not thofe

frained and far -fetched confequences, which

men have invented, thou shalt eafily obferve

the whole principles of the people called Qua

kers, plainly couched in feripture words, with

out addition or commentary ; especially in thofe

things their adverfaries oppofe them in, where

the fcripture plainly decideth the controverfy

for them, without niceties and ſchool-diftinc

tions, which have been the wisdom by which

the worldhath not known God; andthe word's

which have been multipled without knowledge,

by which counfel bath been darkened.

*

In the answers to the questions, there is not

one word, that I know of, placed, but the

express words of fcripture and if in fome

of the questions there be fomewhat fubfumed,

of what in my judgment is the plain and

naked
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naked import of the words, it is not to impofe

my fenfe upon the reader, but to make way

for the next questions, for the dependance of

the matter's fake.

Ifhall leave it to the reason of any under

Standing and judicious man, who is not biaſſed

byfelf-intereft, that great enemy to true equity,

and who intheleaft meaſure is willing to give

way to the light of Chrift in his confcience,

if the fcriptures do not pertinently and aptly

anfwer to the questions ?

J

As I bave upon ferious grounds feparated

from most of the confeffions and catechisms

beretofore published ; fo not without caufe, I

now have taken another method. They ufually

place their confeffion offaith before the cate

chifm : I judge it ought to be otherwiſe, in

regard that which is eafieft, and is compofed

for children, or fuch as are weak, ought in

myjudgment to be placed firft ; it being most

regular to begin with things that are eafy and

familiar, and lead on to things that are more

bard and intricate. Befides, that things be

more largely opened in the catechism , and di

vers objections answered, which are propofed

in the questions, the reader having paffed

through that first, will more perfectly under

ftand the confeffion, which confifteth mainly in

pofitive affertions.

Not long after I had received and believed

the teftimony I now bear, I had in my view

both the poffibility andfacility offuch a work ;

and
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and now after a more large and perfect ac

quaintance with the holy fcriptures, I found

access to allow fome time to fet about it, and

have also been helped to accomplish thefame.

I doubt not but it might be enlarged by di

vers citations, which are here omitted, as not

being at prefent brought to my remembrance ;

yet Ifind caufe to be contented, in that God

bath fo far affifted me in this work by his

Spirit, that good remembrancer ; the manifeft

ation of which, as it is minded, will help fuch

asferiously and confcientiously read this, tofind

out and cleave to the TRUTH, and alfo efta

blifh and confirm thofe who have already be

lieved: which of all things is most earnestly

defired, and daily prayedfor,

By ROBERT BARCLAY,

A Servant of the Church of Chrift.

AP 59

From Urie, the Place of

my Being, in my native

County of Scotland, the

11th of the Sixth Month

1673.
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A

CATECHISM, &c.

CHA P. I.

OfGOD, and the true and faving know

ledge of him.

Queft. Eeing it is a thing unquestioned by

all forts of Chriftians, that the

height of happiness confifteth in

coming to know and enjoy eternal life ; what

is it in thefenfe andjudgment ofChrift ?

A. This is life eternal, that they might Joh. 17.

know thee the only true God, and Jefus 3.

Chrift whom thou haft fent.

2

1

Q. How doth God reveal this knowledge ?

4. 6.
A. For God, who commanded the light 2 Cor.

to fhine out of darkneſs, hath fhined in

our hearts, to give the light of the know

ledge of the glory of God, in the face of

Jefus Chrift.

**

I:

Q. How many gods are there ?

A. One God.

Q. What is God ?

A. God is a fpirit.

B

Eph.4.

1
We know that an idol is nothing in the 6.

world, and that there is none other God Cor. 8.

but one. But to us there is but one God.

4. 6.

Fere

John 4.

Q. Among24.
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1Joh. 1.

5.

Ch. 5.7.

Luk. 10.

22.

Mat.II.

21.

Q. Among all the bleffed, glorious, and

divine excellencies ofGod, which are ascribed

and given to him in the fcriptures ; what is

that which is moft needful for us to take notice

of, as being the meſſage which the apostles re

corded in fpecial manner to declare of him now

under the gospel?

4. This thenis the meffagewhichwehave

heard of him, and declare unto you, that

God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all .

Q. What are they that bear record in

beaven ?

Joh. 14:

6.

A. There are three that bear record in

heaven, the Father, the Word, and the

Holy Ghoft , and theſe three are one.

Q. How cometh any man to know God the

Father, according to Chrift's words ?

J

"

A. All things are delivered to me of

my Father, and no man knows who the

Son is, but the Father, and who the Father

is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son

will reveal him.""

1:

•

T

4

Jefus faith unto him, I amthe Way, the

Truth, and the Life ; no man cometh unto

the Father but by me.

Q. By whom, and after what manner, doth

the Son reveal this knowledge ?

1.Cor.2.

12.

CO But as it is written, Eye hath not

9,10,11, feen, nor ear heard, neither have entered

into the heart of man, the things which

God hath prepared for them that love him ;

but God hath revealed them unto us byhis

fpirit :
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and fpirit: For the fpirit fearcheth all things,

yea, the deep things of God. For what

man knoweth the things of a man, fave

the ſpirit of a man which is in him ? Even

fo the things of God knoweth no man, but

the fpirit ofGod. Now, we have received,

not the fpirit of the world, but the ſpirit

which is of God, that we might knowthe

things that are freely given to us of God.
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But the Comforter, which is the Holy John

Ghoſt, whom the Father will fend in my·14. 25%

name, he ſhall teach you all things, and婆

bring all things toyour remembrance, &c.

CHAP. H.
Mrs.

Of the Rule and Guide of Chriftians, and

of the Scriptures.

Queft . Eeing it is by the spirit, that Chrift

reveals the knowledge of God in

things fpiritual ; is it by the spirit that we

must be led underthegospel?

9. 14.

A. But ye are not in the flesh, but in Rom.8.

the fpirit, if fo be that the fpirit of God

dwell in you. Now, if any man have not

the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his . For

as many as are led by the fpirit of God,

they are the fons of God,

Q. Is it an inward principle then, that is

to be the guide and rule ofChriftians ?

A. But the anointing, which ye have re- 1 John

ceived of him, abideth in you ; and ye need

2. 27.

B 2 not
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not any man teach you, but as the fame

anointing teacheth you all things, and

is truth, and is no lie ; and even as it hath

taught you, ye fhall abide in him. ji

1Thef

4.9.

t
#1

But as touching brotherly-love, ye need

not that I write untoyou; forye yourfelves

are taught of God to love one another.

QIperceive by this, that it is by an inQ.

ward anointing and rule that Chriftians are

to be taught : is this the very tenour of the

new covenant difpenfation ?

C

10.

Heb. 8. A. For this is the covenant that I will

make with the houſe of Ifrael ; after thofe

days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws

into their mind, and write them in their

Ver. 11. hearts and I will be to them a God, and

they ſhall be to me a people. And they

fhall not teach every man his neighbour,

and every man his brother, faying, Know

the Lord; for all fhall know me, from the

leaft to the greateſt . ?

John 6.
And they ſhall be all taught of God.

Q. Did Chrift then promife, that the fpirit

fhould both abide with his difciples, and be in

them?

John

17.

A. And I will pray the Father, and he

14. 16, fhall give you another comforter, that he

may abide with you for ever, even thefpirit

of truth, whom the world cannot receive,

becauſe it feeth him not, neither knoweth

him but ye know him ; for he dwells

with you, and fhall be in you.

Q. For
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『

1

2

2

:

Q. For what end were the fcriptures

written ?

A. For whatſoever things were written Rom.

aforetime, were written for our learning, 15.4

that we through patience and comfort of

the Scriptures might have hope.

Q. For what are they profitable ?

A. Thou haft known the holy fcrip- 2 Tim

tures, which are able to make thee wife 16, 17.

unto falvation, through faith which is in

Chrift Jefus. All fcripture is given by

infpiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man

ofGod may be perfect, thoroughly fur

niſhed unto all good works.

Q: Wherein confifts the excellency of the

Scriptures ?

A. Knowing this firft, that no prophecy 2 Pet...

of the fcriptures is of any private interpre- 20, 21.

tation . For the prophecy came not in old

time by the will of man, but holy men

of God fpake as they were moved by the

Holy Ghoſt.

Q. The fcriptures are then to be regarded,

because they came from the fpirit, and they

alfo teftify, that not they, but the fpirit, is to

lead into all truth : in what refpest doth

Christ command to fearch them ?

A. Search the fcriptures, for in them ye John 5

think ye have eternal life, and they are 39.

they which teltify of me. edi

B 3

Caddy

Q. I
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Q. Iperceive there was a generation of

old, that greatly exalted the fcriptures, and

yet would not believe, nor come to be guided

by that the fcriptures directed to : how doth

Chrift befpeak fuch ?

John 5. A. Do not think that I will accufe you

45, 46, to the Father ; there is one that accufeth

47.

you, even Mofes, in whom ye truft. For

had ye believed Mofes, ye would have be

lieved me; for he wrote of me.
But if ye

believe not his writings, how fhall

lieve my words ?

ye be

Q. Wh
at

oug
ht

fuc
h
the

n
to be acc

oun
ted

of, not
wit

hst
and

ing

of the
ir pre

ten
ces

of bei
ng

rul
ed

by the fcr
ipt

ure
s

?

16.

2 Pet. 3. A. In which are fome things hard to be

underſtood, which they that are unlearned

and unſtable, wreft, as they do alfo the other

fcriptures, unto their own deftruction.

·

CHA P. III.

Of JESUS CHRIST being manifeft in the

Fleſh ; the Ufe and End of it. '

Queft. WHAT are the fcriptures which

do moft obfervably prophesy of

Chrift's appearance ?

Deut.
untoA. The Lord thy God will raife up unto

18.15 thee a prophet from the midft of thee, of

thy brethren, like unto me, unto him ye

fhall hearken.

નવ

Therefore,
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Therefore the Lord himſelf fhall give Ifa. 7.

you a fign : Behold a virgin fhall conceive ¹4

and bear a fon, and fhall call his name

Immanuel.

Q. Was notJefus Chrift in being, before he

appeared inthe flesh ? What clear fcriptures

prove this, against fuch as erroneously affert

the contrary ?

A. But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, Mic. 5.

though thou be little among the thouſands2

of Judah, yet out of thee fhall he come

forth unto me, that is to be ruler in Ifrael,

whofe goings forth have been from of old,

from everlaſting.

1, 2, 3.
In the beginning was the word, and theJohn r.

word was with God, and the word was

God ; the fame was in the beginning with

God all things were made by him, and

without him was not any thing made that

was made.

58.
Jefus faid unto them, Verily, verily, I John 8 .

fay unto you, before Abraham was, I am.

And now, O Father, glorify thou me John

with thine own felf, with the glory which

I had with thee before the world was.

17. 5.

And to make all men fee what is the Eph. 3.

fellowſhip of the myſtery, which from the"

beginning of the world hath been hid in

God, who created all things by Jefus

Chrift

For by him were all things created that Col. *.

are in heaven, and that are in earth, vifible

16.

and
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Heb. I.

2.

Phil. 2.

6.

I John

5. 20.

John 1. A. And the word was. God.

I.

Rom. 9.

5.

Ifa. 9.

6.

and invifible, whether they be thrones, or

dominions, or principalities, or powers ;

all things were created by him, and for

him.

Col. I.

35.

God hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto

us by his Son, whom he hath appointed

Heir of all things, by whom alfo he made

the world.

Q. These are very clear, that even the

world was created by Chrift : but what ſcrip

tures prove the divinity ofChrist, against fuch

as falfly deny the fame ?
C

Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom , as

concerning the flesh, Chrift came, who is

over all, God bleffed for ever. Amen.

Who being in the form of God, thought

it no robbery to be equal with God.

And we know that the Son of God is

come, and hath given us an underſtanding,

that we may know him that is true, and

we are in him that is true, even in his Son

Jefus Chrift : this is the true God and

eternal life.

}

Q. What are the glorious names the fcrip

tures give unto Jefus Chrift, the eternal Son

ofGod ?

A. And his name fhall be called Won

derful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the

Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Who is the image of the invifibie God,

the firſt-born of every creature.

Who
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Whobeing the brightnefs of his glory, Heb. 1."

and the exprefs image of his perfon, (or 3.

more proper, according to the Greek, of

his fubftance. )

19. 13

And he was cloathed with a vefture Rev.

dipped in blood ; and his name is called

the Word of God.

Q. After what manner was the birth of

Christ ?

18.
:

1

A. Now the birth of Jefus Chrift was Mat. 1.

on this wife When as his mother Mary

was efpoufed to Jofeph, before they came

together, fhe was found with child of the

Holy Ghoſt.
11.

32. 342

And the angel faid unto her, Fear not, Luke 1.

Mary, for thou haft found favour with 30, 31,

God. And behold thou fhalt conceive in 35.

thy womb, and bring forth a fon, and fhalt

call his name Jefus : he fhall be great, and

fhall be called the Son of the Higheft ;

and the Lord God fhall give unto him

the throne of his father David. Then faid

Mary unto the angel, How fhall this be,

ſeeing I know not a man ? And the angel

anſwered and faid unto her, The Holy

Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power

of the Higheſt fhall overfhadow thee :

therefore alſo that holy thing, that ſhall be

born of thee, fhall be called the Son ofGod,

Q. Was Jefus Chrift, who was born ofthe

Virgin Mary, and fuppofed to be the ſon of

Jofeph, a true and real man ?

A. For
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7

2

Heb. 2.

34.

Heb. 4.

15%

Heb. 2.
For verily he took not on him the nature

16, 17 of angels, but he took on himthe ſeed of

Abraham. Wherefore in all things it be

hoved him to be made like unto his -bre

thren, that he might be a merciful and

faithful high priest, &c.

For we have not an high priest which

cannot be touched with the feeling of our

infirmities, but was in all points tempted

as we are, yet without fin ,

And the gift by grace, which is by one

man, Jeſus Chriſt, hath abounded unto

many.

Rom. 5.

25.

A. Forafmuch as the children are par

takers of flesh and blood, he alfo himſelf

took part of the fame, that through death

he might deſtroy him that had the power

of death, that is the Devil.

John 1.

14.

开发

I Cor.

21.

} But now is Chrift rifen from the dead,

15.20, and become the firft fruits of them that

flept. For fince by man came death, by man,

came alfo the refurrection of the dead,

John 3.

34.

Q. After what manner doth the fcripture

affert the conjunction and unity of the eternal

Son of God, in and with the man Chrift Fefus 2

A. And the word was made, fleſh, and

dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory,

the glory of the only begotten of the

Father, full of grace and truth.

For he whom God hath fent, fpeaketh

the words of God ; for God giveth not.

his ſpirit by meaſure unto him.

How
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How God anointed Jefus of Nazareth A. 10.

with the Holy Ghoſt and with power, who 38...

went about doing good, and healing all

that were oppreffed of the Devil ; for God

was with him.

7

For it pleaſed the Father, that in him Col. 1

fhould all fulneſs dwell.

19.

For in him dwelleth all the fulneſs ofCol. 2.

the Godhead bodily.

9.

In him are hid all the treaſures of wif- Col. z.

dom and knowledge.

3.

Q. For what end did Christ appear in the

world?

A. For what the law could not do, in Rom. 3;

that it was weak through the flesh ; God 3.

fending his Son, in the likeneſs of finful

fleſh, and for fin, condemned fin in the

fleſh .

5. 8.
For this purpoſe the Son of God was John 3.

manifefted, that he might deftroy the works

1 of the Devil. And ye know that he was

manifeſted to take away our fins.

Q. Was Jefus Chrift really crucified and

raiſed again?

A. For I delivered unto you firft of all, 1 Cor.

that which I alfo received, how that Chrift 15° 3 , 4°

died for our fins, according to the fcrip

tures and that he was buried, and that

he rofe again the third day, according to

the fcriptures.

Q. What end do the fcriptures afcribe unto

the coming, death, andfufferings ofChrift ?

A. For
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Luke 2.

32.

A. For mine eyes have feen thy falva

30, 31, tion, which thou haft prepared before the

face of all people. A light to lighten the

Gentiles, andthe glory ofthy people Ifrael.

WhomGod hath fet forth tobe apropiti

ation through faith in his blood, to declare

his righteouſneſs for the remiffion offins that

arepaſt, through the forbearance of God.

Rom. 3.

25.

Eph. 5.

2.

And walk in love, as Chrift alfo hath

loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an

offering and a facrifice to God for a ſweet

fmelling favour.

Col. I.

22.

And having made peace through the

20, 21, blood of his crofs by him, to reconcile all

things unto himfelf; by him, I fay, whe

ther they be things in earth, or things in

heaven. And you that were fometimes

alienated, and enemies in your minds by

wicked works ; yet now hath he reconciled

in the body of his fleſh, through death, to

prefent you holy, unblameable, and unre

proveable in his fight.

Heb. 9.
Neitherbythe blood of goats and calves,

12. 14. but by his own blood, he entered in once

into the holy place, having obtained eter

nal redemption for us. How much more

fhall the blood of Chrift, who through the

eternalipirit offered himſelf without fpot

to God, purge your confciences from dead

works to ferve the living God ?

For Chrift alfo hath once fuffered for

fins, the Juft for the unjuft, that he might

bring

**

1 Pet. 3.

18.
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vet Q. Is Chrift then the Mediator ?

2. 5.

A. For there is one God, and one Me- 1 Tim.

diator between God and man, the man

Chrift Jefus, who gave himſelf a ranfom

for all, to be teftified in due time.

Q. Was not Chrift the Mediator until he

appeared, and was crucified in the flesh ?

A. He is the Lamb that was flain from

the foundation of the world.

Q. Is it needful then to believe, that the 13. 8.

faints of old did partake of Chrift, as then

prefent with and nourishing them ?

3, 4.

F

A. Moreover, brethren, I would not 1 Cor.

that ye fhould be ignorant, how that all 10. 1, 2,

our fathers were under the cloud, and all

paffed through the fea, and were all bap

tized unto Mofes in the cloud, and in the

fea, and did all eat the fame fpiritual

meat , and did all drink the ſame ſpiritual

drink , for they drank of that ſpiritual

rock that followed them, and that rock

was Chrift.

al

Y

ne

f

es

21

bring us to God, being put to death in the

flesh, but quickened by the fpirit.

Hereby perceive we the love of God, 1 John

becauſe he laid down his life for us. 3. 16.

h

0

Heb. 9.
And for this cauſe he is the Mediator of

the New Teſtament, that by means of the 15.

redemption of tranfgreffions that were un

der the Firſt Teftament, they which are

called might receive the promiſe of the

eternal inheritance.

с

Rev. 5.

12. and

Q. But 1
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1 Pet. 2.

21.

Q. But whereas most of theſe ſcriptures

before-mentioned do hold forth, that the death

and fufferings of Chrift were appointedfor the

deftroying, removing, and remitting offin ;

did he fo do it while he was outwardly upon

earth, as not to leave any thing for himſelf

to do in us, nor for us to do, in and by his

Atrength ?

A. For even hereunto were ye called,

becauſe Chrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving

us an example, that ye fhould follow his

ſteps .

Col. I.
Whereof I Paul am made a minifter,

23, 24. who now rejoice in my fufferings for you,

and fill up that which is behind of the

afflictions of Chrift in my fleſh, for his

body's fake, which is the church.

2 Cor.

JI..

Always bearing about in the body the

4. 10, dying of the Lord Jefus ; that the life

alfo of Jefus might be made manifeſt in

our body. For we which live, are alway

delivered unto death for Jeſus's fake, that

the life alfo of Jefus might be made mani

feft in our mortal fleſh

2 Cor. And that he died for all, that they which

5. 15. live, fhould not henceforth live unto them

felves, but unto him that died for them,

and alfo rofe again.

That I may know him, and the power

of his refurrection, and the fellowſhip of

his fufferings, being made conformable to

his death.

Phil. 3.

IO.

CHAP.
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CHA P. IV.

Of the New Birth, the inward Appear

ance of CHRIST in Spirit, and the

Unity ofthe Saints with him.

Queft. DOTH Chrift promife then to come

again to his difciples ?

A. I will not leave you comfortleſs I John 14

will come unto you.

; 18.

Q. Was this only a special promife to theſe

difciples ? Or is it not the common privilege

of the faints ?

15.
A. For thus faith the high and lofty Ifa. 57.

One, that inhabits eternity, whoſe name is

Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place,

with him alfo that is of a contrite and

humble fpirit, &c.

6. 16.
For ye are the temple of the living 2 Cor.

God ; as God hath faid, I will dwell in

them, and walk in them .

Behold I ftand at the door and knock ; Rev. 31

if any man hear my voice, and open the 20.

door, I will come in to him, and fup with

him , and he with me.

Q. Doth the apostle Paul ſpeak of the Son

of God's being revealed in him ?

A. But when it pleafed God, who fepa- Gal. I

rated me from my mother's womb, and 15, 16.

called me by his grace, to reveal his Son

in me, that I might preach him amongthe

heathen.

Q. Is it needful then to know Chrift within?

C 2 A. Ex
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2 Cor.

13.5.

1

Gal. 4.

19.

A. Examine yourfelves, whether ye be

in the faith, prove your own felves , know

ye not your own felves, how that Jefus

Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates .

Q. Was the apostle earnest, that this in

ward birth of Chrift should be brought forth

in any ?

A. My little children, of whom I tra

vail in birth again, until Chriſt be formed

in you.

Q. What faith the fame apoftle of the ne

ceffity of this inward knowledge ofChrist, and

of the new creature, beyond the outward ?

2 Cor. 5.
A. Wherefore henceforth know we no

16, 17. man after the flesh ; yea, though we have

known Chrift after the flesh, yet now

henceforth know we him no more. There

fore ifany man be in Chrift, he is a new

creature old things are paffed away, be

hold all things are become new.

23, 24.

Eph. 4. But ye have not fo learned
Chrift

; iffo

21. 22 , be that ye have heard him, and have been

taught
by him, as the truth is in Jefus :

that ye put off, concerning
the former

con

verſation
, the old man which is corrupt

,

according
to the deceitful

lufts, and be re

newed
in the ſpirit of your mind

; and that

ye put on the new man, which after God is

created
in righteouſneſs

and true holineſs
.

Q. Is this Christ within, the mystery of

God and hope of glory, which the apostle

preached?

A. To
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A. To whom God would make known Col. 1.

what is the riches of the glory of this 27, 28.

myſtery among the Gentiles ; which is,

Chriſt in you the hope of glory, whom we

preach.

Q. Doth the apostle any where elſe press

the putting on ofthis new birth ?

A. Put ye on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, Rom.

and make no provifion for the flesh, to 13, 14

fulfil the lufts thereof.

Q. Doth be write to any of the faints, as

havingput offthe old, andput on the new man?

A. For as many of you as have been. Gal. 3.

baptized into Chrift, have put on Chriſt. 27.

Seeing that ye have put off the old man Col. 3.

with his deeds, and have put on the new 9, 10.

man, which is renewed in knowledge after

the image of him that created him.

Q. What fpeaketh Christ himself of the

-neceffity of this new birth ?

3.
A. Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, John3

Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, Except a

man be born again, he cannot fee the king

dom of God.

Q. Of what feed cometh this birth ?

A. Being born again, not of corruptible 1 Pet. r

feed, but of incorruptible, by the word of23.

at God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

S

Q. What doth the apostle Paul witness of

bimfelf concerning this new life ?

A. I am crucified with Chriſt, neverthe- Gal. z.

lefs Ilive ; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me. 20.

C 3 Q. What



[ 18 ]

Q. What is the preaching of the cross

ofChrist ?

A. For the preaching of the croſs is to

them that perish, fooliſhneſs ; but unto us

that are ſaved, it is the power of God.

Q. What effect hath this cross in the

apostle ? And how much preferreth be the

new creature, to all outward and visible or

dinances and obfervances ?

Gal. 6. A. But God forbid that I ſhould glory,

14, 15 fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chriſt,

by whom the world is crucified unto me,

and I unto the world for in Jefus Chrift

neither circumcifion availeth any thing,

nor uncircumcifion, but a new creature.

1 Cor.

1. 18.

Q. What speaketh Chrift of the unity of

the faints with him ?

A. At that day ye fhall know that I am

in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

Abide in me, and I in you ; as the

branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except

it abide in the vine, no more can ye,

except ye abide in me : I am the vine, ye

are branches ; he that abideth in me, and

I in him, the fame bringeth forth much

fruit ; for without me ye can do nothing.

John 17. Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for

20, 21 , them alfo which fhall believe in me through

225 23. their word that they alfo may be one ;

as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they alfo may be one in us, that the

world may believe that thou haſt ſent me.

And

John 14.

20.

John 15.

42 5.
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j And the glory which thou gavest me, I

have given them, that they may be one,

even as we are one : I in them, and thou

in me, that they may be made perfect in

one, and that the world may know that

thou haft fent me, and haft loved them as

thou haft loved me.

S

8

1

I

Q. What faith the apostle Paul to this

purpose ?

II.
A. For both he that fanctifies, and they Heb. 2.

that are fanctified, are all of one ; for

which caufe he is not afhamed to call them

brethren.

Q. What faith the apostle Peter.

4.
A. Whereby are given unto us exceed- 2 Pet, 1.

ing great and precious promifes, that by

theſe you may be partakers of the divine

nature, having eſcaped the corruption that

is in the world through luft.

CHA P. V.

Concerning the Light wherewith JESU's,

CHRIST hath enlightened every Man ;

the Univerfality and Sufficiency of

GOD's Grace, to all the World, made

manifeft therein.

Queft.
Herein confifts the love of God.

towards fallen and loft man ?

A. For God fo loved the world, that heJohn 2.
16.

gave
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gave his only begotten Son, that whofo

ever believeth in him fhould not perish,

but have everlaſting life.

John
In this was manifefted the love of God

4. 9. towards us, becaufe that God fent his only

begotten Son into the world, that we

might live through him.

Q. What is intended here by the world ?

All and every man, or only a few ?

A. But we fee Jefus, who was made a

little lower than the angels, for the ſuf

fering of death, crowned with glory and

honour ; that he by the grace of God

fhould tafte death for every man.

Heb. 2.

9.

IJohn
And if any man fin, we have an advo

2. 1 , 2. cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the

righteous, and he is the propitiation for

our fins, and not for ours only, but alſo

for the fins of the whole world.

Q. Methinks the apostle John is very plain

there, in mentioning the whole world, which

must be not only the faints, but all others,

feeing be diftinguifbeth the worldfrom himself,

and all the faints to whom he then wrote :

Whatfaith Paul elfewhere in this matter ?

A. Chrift in you, the hope of glory,

27, 28. whom we preach, warning every man, and.

teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we

may prefent every man perfect in Chrift

Jefus.

Col. I.

> Tim. I exhort therefore, that firſt of all, fup

2. 1. 3. plications, prayers, interceffions, and giving4.6.

of
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Q. What is the apostle Peter's teftimony

in this ?

or

fo

of thanks be made for all men : for this

s good and acceptable in the fight of God

our Saviour, who will have all men to be

faved,. and to come to the knowledge of

the truth ; who gave himſelf a ranſom for

all, to be teftified in due time.

9.
A. The Lord is not flack concerning 2 Pet. 3

his promife, (as fome men count flack

nefs ) but is long-fuffering to us-ward, not

willing that any fhould perifh, but that

all fhould come to repentance.

Q. Are there any more fcripture paffages

that prove this thing ?

A. Say unto them, As I live, faith the Ezek.

Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death 33. II.

of the wicked, but that the wicked turn.

from his way and live.

145. 8,

The Lord is gracious, and full of com- Pfalm

paffion ; flow to anger, and ofgreat mercy. 94

The Lord is good to all, and his tender

mercies are over all his works .

To wit, that God was in Chriſt, recon 2 Cor

ciling the world unto himſelf.

19.

Q. Seeing then by thefe fcriptures it ap

pears that the love of God is held out to all,

-e that all might have been, or may be faved by

t Chrift ; what is to be judged of those who

affert, that God nor Chrift never purpofed

love nor falvation to a great part ofman

kind, and that the coming and fufferings of

Christ
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Chrift never were intended, nor could be useful

to their juftification ; but will and must be

effectualfor their condemnation, even accord

ing to God's purpose ; who from their very

infancy, to their grave, with-held from them

all means offalvation ? What faith the fcrip

ture to fuch ?

A. For God fent not not his Son into

the world to condemn the world, but that

the world through him might be faved.

John 12. I am come a light into the world, that

46. 47. whofoever believeth in me fhould not abide

in darkneſs . And if any man hear my

words, and believe not, I judge him not ;

for I came not to judge the world, but to

fave the world .

John 3.

17.

Rom. 9.

33.

Q. From what fcripture then come theſe

men to wrest an opinion fo contrary to truth ?

A. For the children being not yet born,

11, 12, neither having done any good or evil, that

the purpoſe of God, according to election,

might ftand, it was faid unto her, The

elder fhall ferve the younger ; as it is

written, Jacob have I loved, but Efau have

I hated .

Q. Iperceive in that fcripture it was only

faid, before the children were born, the elder

fball ferve the younger ; these other words

(Jacob have Iloved, Efau bave I hated) are

mentioned out of the prophet Malachi, who

wrote them many hundred years after both

were dead : Doth not the fcripture mention

any
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any other caufe of God's hating Efau, than

merely his decree ? What faith the apoftle

helsewhere ?

A. Left there be any fornicator, or pro- Heb. 12.

phane perfon, as Efau, who for one morfel 16, 17.

of meat fold his birth-right : for ye know

how that afterward, when he would have

inherited the bleffing, he was rejected.

4

Q. But feeing that fuch alledge, that it

is becauſe of Adam's fin, that many, even

the children, are damned ; doth not the Scripture

aver, that the death of Christ was as large to

beal, as Adam'sfin could be to condemn ?

A. For if through the offence of one, Rom. 5.

many be dead, much more the grace of 15, 18.

God, and the gift by grace, which is by

one man, Jefus Chrift. Therefore as by

the offence of one, judgment came upon

all men to condemnation ; even fo by the

righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came

upon all men unto juftification of life.

10

100

T's Q. That proves abundantly, that Chrift's

death is of fufficient extent to make up any

burt Adam's fin brought upon mankind : What

is then the caufe of condemnation ?

18.
A. He that believeth on him is not John 3 .

condemned ; but he that believeth not is

condemned already, becauſe he hath not

believed in the name of the only begottent

Son of God.

2. 10,
And with all deceivableneſs of unrighte- 2 Thef.

ouſneſs in them that perifh, becauſe they

received

II, 12.
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Col. I.

236

Rom. I.

16.

received not the love of the truth, that

they might be faved. And for this caufe

God fhall fend them ftrong delufions, that

they ſhall believe a lie, that they all might

be damned who believe not the truth, but

had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.

Q. Seeing it is of a truth, according to the

fcriptures teftimony, that God has purpoſed

love and mercy to all, in the appearance of his

Son Jefus Chrift : is the gospel, or glad-tidings

of this falvation, brought nigh unto all, by

which they are put into a capacity of receiving

the grace, and being favedbyit ?

A. If ye continue in the faith grounded

and fettled, and be not moved away from

the hope of the gofpel, which ye have

heard, and which was preached to every

creature which is under heaven, whereof I

Paul am made a minifter.

"

Q. What is the gospel ?

A. I am not aſhamed of the gofpel ; for

it is the power of God unto ſalvation, to

every one that believeth.

Q. Is the gospel bid ?

2 Cor:
A. If our gofpel be hid, it is hid to them

4. 3. 4. that are loft, in whom the god of this world

hath blinded the minds of them which be

lieve not, left the light of the glorious

gofpel of Chrift ſhould ſhine unto them.

Q. Is the light then come into the world ?

And are not men condemned because they love it

not, and not becauſe it is hidfrom them ?

A. And
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19.

A. And this is the condemnation, that John 3

light is come into the world, and men love

darkneſs rather than light.

Q. Why do they fo ?

John 3.

8,9.

A. Becauſe their deeds are evil.

Q. Is every man enlightened by this light ? 19.

A. He was not that light, but was fent John 1.

to bear witneſs of that light, that was the

true light, which enlighteneth every man

that cometh into the world .

Q. Doth thislight difcover all things ?

A. All things that are reproved, are Eph: 5.

made manifeft by the light, for whatſoever 13.

doth make manifeft, is light.

Q. Do evil men preach up thislight, or

mind it ?

A. Every one that doth evil, hateth the John 3.

light, neither cometh to the light, left his 20.

deeds fhould be reproved.

They are of theſe that rebel againſt the Job 24.

light.

13.

John 3.

Q. Dogood men love it, and follow it ?

A. He that doeth truth cometh to the

light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt, 21 .

that they are wrought in God.

Q. What benefit doth redound to fuch as

love the light, and walk in it ?

A. If we walk in the light, as he is in

the light, we have fellowſhip one with

another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, his

Son, cleanſeth us from all fin .

Q. Doth Chrift command to take heed to

the light ?

A. WhileD

John

7

I.
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John

12. 36:

Acts 26.

17, 18.

A. While ye have the light, believe in

the light, that ye may be the children of

the light.

Heb. 4.

7.

Q. Were the apostles commanded to turn

people to the light ?

A. Delivering thee from the people, and

from the Gentiles, unto whom now I ſend

thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them

from darkneſs unto light, and from the

power of Satan unto God, that they may

receive forgiveneſs of fins, and inheritance

among them which are fanctified, through

faith which is in me.

Q. Doth this light abide with every man

all his life-time, in order to fave, or only

during the day of his vifitation ?

John
A. Yet a little while is the light with

12. 35. you ; walk while ye have the light, left

darkneſs come upon you.

Again, he limiteth a certain day, faying

in David, To-day, after fo long a time ;

as it is faid, To-day, if ye will hear his

voice, harden not your hearts.

Q. How can it be proved, that there is a

day wherein people may know things concerning

their peace, which afterwards may be hidfrom

Luke 19. them ?

41, 42.

1

A. Andwhen he was come near, ha be

held the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If

thou hadst known, even thou, at leaſt in

this thy day, the things which belong unto

thy peace ! But now they are hid from

thine eyes.
Q. Is
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I. 24,

25, 26.

Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed ; Prov.

I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man

regarded : but ye have fet at nought all

my counfel, and would none of my re

proof : I alfo will laugh at your calamity,

I will mock when your fear cometh.it

Q. Is there any other fcripture proofofthe

Lord's willingness to gather a people who

wouldnot, and therefore were condemned ?

Luk. 13.

A. O Jerufalem, Jerufalem ! thou that Mat. 238

killeft the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which

are fent unto thee : how often would I have 34.

gathered thy children together, even as a

hen gathereth her chickens under her

wings, and ye would not ?

34.

Then his lord, after that he had called Mat. 18.

him, faid unto him, O thou wicked fer- 32, 33,

vant ! I forgave thee all the debt, becauſe

thou defireft me : Shouldeſt not thou alfo

have had compaffion on thy fellow-fervant,

even as I had pity on thee ? And his lord

was wrath, and delivered him to the tor

mentors, till he ſhould pay all that was due

unto him.

DI

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, Acts 137

46.

and faid, It was neceffary that the word

of God fhould first have been ſpoken to

you , but feeing ye put it from you, and

judge yourfelves unworthy of everlaſting

life, lo we turn to the Gentiles.

And at what inftant I fhall ſpeak con- Jer. 18.

cerning a nation, and concerning a king- 9, 10.

D 2 dom,
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Gen. 6.

3.

Acts 7.

51.

Rom. 1.

18.

Rom. 1.

19.

dom, to build and to plant it : if it do evil

in my fight that it obey not my voice, then

will I repent of the good wherewith I faid

I would benefit them.

.

Q. Doth God's Spirit ftrive . then for a

feafon, and afterwards forbear ?

A. And the Lord faid, My fpirit fhall

not always ftrive with man.

Q. May it then be refifted ?

A. Ye ftiff- necked and uncircumcifed

in heart and ears, ye do always refift the

Holy Ghoft ; as your fathers did, fo do ye.

For the wrath of God is revealed from

heaven against all ungodliness and unright

coufnefs of men, who hold the truth in

unrighteoufnefs.

Q. Hath God manifefted to man that which

maybe known of himself?

A. That which may be known ofGod,

is manifeft in them ; for God hath fhewed

it unto them.

Q. Is then thislight or feed fown in the

hearts of evil men ?

Mat. 13.
A. And he fpake many things to them

34.5.7. in parables : Behold, a fower went forth to

fow, and when he fowed, fome feeds fell

by the way- fide, &c. fome fell among

ftony places, &c. and fome fell among

thorns, & c.

Q. Are thefe places, where the feed is faid

to have fallen, understood of the hearts of

men ?

A. Hear
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18, 19.
A. Hear ye therefore the parable of the Mat.13.

fower, When any one heareth the word of

the kingdom, and underſtandeth it not,

then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth

away that which was fown in his heart ;

this is he which received the feed by the

way-fide, &c .

Q. Is this feed fmall in its first appear

ance

31, 32.
A. The kingdom of heaven is like to a Mat.13.

grain of muſtard-feed, which a man took

and fowed in his field, which indeed is the

leaſt of all feeds.

Q. Forafmuch as many understand not this,

under the notion and appellation of light or

feed, it being quite another dialect than the

common ; thoughI must needs confefs, it is the

very language of the fcriptures : is a faving

manifeftation of the fpirit given unto all ?

A. The manifeftation of the Spirit is 1 Cor.

given to every man to profit withal.

12. 7..

Q. Sure, if it be to profit withal, it muſt

be in order to fave ; for if it were not useful,

yea, fufficient to fave, what profit could it be

of? But in regardfome Speak of a grace that

is common, and of a grace that is faving, is

there fuch a grace common unto all, as brings

falvation ?

A. The grace of God that brings falva- Tit. 2.

tion, hath appeared unto all men.

II.

Q. That which brings falvation muſt needs

be ſaving ; what doth thatgrace teach us ?

D 3 A. Teach
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12.

Tit. 2. A. Teaching us, that denying ungodli

nefs and worldly lufts, we ſhould live fo

berly, righteouſly
, and godly, in this preſent

world.

"

1

Q. Certainly that which teacheth both

righteousness and godliness must be fufficient ;

for therein confifteth the whole duty of man :

what faith the apostle elsewhere of this in

Structor ?

A. And now, brethren, I commend you

to God, and to the word of his grace,

which is able to build you up, and to give

you an inheritance among all thofe that

are fanctified .

Acts 20.

32.

Q. What is the word ofGod ?

Heb. 4. A. The word of God is quick and

12, 13 powerful, and fharper than any two-edged

fword, piercing even to the dividing afun

der of foul and fpirit, and of the joints

and marrow, and is a difcerner of the

thoughts and intents of the heart. Nei

ther is there any creature that is not mani

feft in his fight, but all things are naked

and open to the eyes of him with whom

we have to do.

Q. Ought we to take heed to this word ?

2 Pet. I.

19.

e of

Q. I

be

Q.B

dom,

AT

A. We have alſo a more fure word of thob

prophecy, whereunto ye do well that , ye

take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in

a dark place, until the day dawn, and the

day-ftar arife in your heart.

o
here

Engdom
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Q. Iperceive the fcriptures are very clear,

both concerning the univerfality and fufficiency

of this light, feed, grace, and word of God ;

but is this word nigh or afar off, inward or

outward ?

10.6, 79

8.

A. Say not in thine heart, Who fhall Rom.

afcend into heaven ; that is, to bring o

Chriſt down from above. Or, who fhall

defcend into the deep ? That is, to bring

up Chrift again from the dead. But what

faith it ? The word is nigh, in thy mouth

and in thy heart ; that is the word of faith

which we preach .

Q. That is clear, as to the word, is there

any fcripture fpeaks of the light's being in

ward ?

4. 5,

A. God, who commanded the light to 2 Cor.

fhine out of darkneſs, hath fhined in our 4 6, 7ª

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge

of the glory of God in the face of Jefus

Chrift. But we have this treaſure in earth

en veffels, that the excellency of the power

may be of God, and not of us .

Q. But feeing it is also called the feed ofthe

kingdom, is the kingdom of God also within ?

20, 21.
A. The kingdom of God comes not Luke 17.

with obſervation ; neither fhall they fay,

Lo here, or lo there ; for behold, the

kingdom of God is within you.

CHAP.
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Heb. 11.

I.

Hcb. 11.

6.

Gal. 3.

24.

Gal. 5.

6..

Jam . 2.

20, to

24.

CHA P. VI.

Concerning Faith, Juftification, and

Works.

Queft. WHAT is faith ?

A. Faith is the fubftance of

things hoped for, and the evidence of

things not feen.

Q. Is faith ofabfolute neceffity ?

A. Without faithit is impoffible topleaſe

him, for he that cometh to God muſt be

lieve that he is, and that he is a rewarder

of them that diligently feek him.

Q. Are we juftified by faith ?

A. Wherefore the law was our ſchool

mafter to bring us unto Chrift, that we

might be juſtified by faith.

Q. What is the nature of this faith that

availeth to juftification ?

A. For in Jefus Chrift, neither circum

cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircum

cifion, but faith which worketh by love.

Q. Are works then neceffary to justifica

tion, as well as faith ?

A. But wilt thou know, O vain man,

that faith without works is dead ? Was

not Abraham our father juftified by works,

when he had offered Ifaac his fon upon the

altar ? Seeft thou how faith wrought with

his works, and by works was faith made

perfect ? And the fcripture was fulfilled ,

which faith, Abraham believed God, and

it
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it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs :

he was called the friend of God. Ye fee

then how that by works a man is juftified,

and not by faith only.
;

Q. If then both be equally required in

juftification, what are thefe works which the

apoftle excludes fo much ?

A. By the deeds of the law there fhall Rom. 3 .

no fleſh be juſtified in his fight.

20.

Q. But though we be not juſtified by the

"deeds of the law, is not this to exclude boasting,

that the grace ofGod may be exalted ?

A. For by grace are ye faved, through Eph. 2.

faith, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 8, 9, 10.

gift of God ; not of works, left any man

fhould boast, for we are his workmanſhip, ..

created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.

Q. Are even the works which are perform

ed bygrace excluded ? Are we never ſaid to

befaved orjustified by them?

5, 6, 7.
A. Notbyworks of righteouſneſs which Tit. 3.

we have done, but according to his mercy

he faved us, by the wafhing of regene

ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,

which he ſhed on us abundantly, through

Jefus Chrift our Saviour ; that being

juftified by his grace, we fhould be made

heirs, according to the hope of eternal

life.

Q. I perceive then, that to be juftified by

grace, is to be justified or faved by regenera

tion, which cannot exclude the works wrought

by
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by grace and by the fpirit ; how doth the

apoftle add in the next verfe, for the main

taining this against thofe that cavil , about the

law ?

9.

Tit. 8. A. This is a faithful faying, and theſe

things I will that thou affirm conſtantly,

that they which have believed in God,

might be careful to maintain good works :

theſe things are good and profitable unto

men. But avoid fooliſh queſtions, and

genealogies, and contentions, and ftrivings ,

about the law, for they are unprofitable .

and vain.

Q. Doth the apostle Paul, that is fo much

against juftification by the works of the law,

Speak any where elſe of being justified by the

Spirit ?

1 Cor. A. Butye are waſhed, but ye are fancti

.II. fied, but ye are juftified in the name of the

Lord Jefus, and by the ſpirit of our God.

·Q. But fince the law gives not power

ability to obey, and fo falls fhort of justifica

tion, is there no power under the gospel, by

which the righteousness of the law comes to

be fulfilled inwardly.

nor

7

Rom. 8.

3. 4.

A. For what the law could not do, in

that it was weak through the flesh, God

fending his own Son in the likeneſs of fin

ful fleſh, and for fin condemned fin in the

fleſh that the righteouſneſs of the law

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not

after the flesh, but after the fpirit.

:

Q. Seeing
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Q. Seeing then there is power in the fpirit,

is not works through it, a condition upon which

life is propofed under the new covenant ?

13.
A. For ifye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall Rom. 8.

die ; but if ye through the ſpirit, do

tify the deeds of the body, ye fhall live.

mor

Q. Do not the apostles then frequently pro

pofe life to people, upon condition of repentance

and other works ?

A. Repent ye therefore, and be convert- Acts 3.

ed, that your fins may be blotted out.

19.

17.

And if children, then heirs ; heirs ofRom: 8.

God, and joint-heirs with Chrift ; if ſo be

that we fuffer with him, that we also may

be glorified together.

It is a faithful faying : for if we be dead 2 Tim.

with him, we ſhall alfo live with him : if2. 11,

we fuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him . If ¹2 21.

a man therefore purge himſelf from thefe,

he ſhall be a veffel unto honour, fanctified

and meet for the mafter's ufe, and pre

pared unto every good work.

Remember therefore from whence thou Rev. z.

art fallen, and repent, and do the firft 5.

works, or elſe I will come unto thee quick

ly, and remove thy candleſtick out of his

place, except thou repent.

Q. It appears clearly by theſe paſſages, that

the apostle excludes only our righteousness, which

be elſewhere explains, as being the righteousness

of the law, from being neceſſary tojustification,

and notfuch works as the law of the spirit of

life
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I
life leads to, and are not fo much ours as

Chrift in us ; are not fuch good works re

warded, though they require no abfolute merit,

as being the fruits offree grace ; yet doth not

God judge according to them, and may they not

be faid to have a reward :

Ezek:

7,8,9.

A. But if a man be juſt, and do that

18. 5, 6, which is lawful and right, and hath not

eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lift

up his eyes to the idols of the houſe of

Ifrael, neither hath defiled his neighbour's

wife, neither hath come near to a menftru

ous woman ; and hath not oppreffed any,

but hath reſtored to the debtor his pledge,

hath ſpoiled none by violence, hath given

his bread to the hungry, and hath covered

the naked with a garment : he that hath

not given forth upon ufury, neither hath

taken any increaſe ; that hath withdrawn

his hand from iniquity, hath executed true

judgment between man and man, hath

walked in my ftatutes, and hath kept my

judgments, to deal truly ; he is juft, he

fhall furely live, faith the Lord God.

For the Son of Man fhall come in the

glory of his Father, with his angels, and

then he fhall reward every man according

to his works .

Mat. 16.

27.

Acts 10.
Then Peter opened his mouth and faid,

34, 35. Of a truth I perceive that God is no re

fpecter of perfons : but in every nation,

he

*

3
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W
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214
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he that feareth him, and worketh righte

oufnefs, is accepted with him.

10.

The righteous judgment of God ; who Rom. z.

will render to every man according to his 5, 6, 7.

deeds to them, who, by patient continu

ance in well -doing, feek for glory and

honour, and immortality, eternal life : but

glory, honour, and peace to every man

that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and

alfo to the Gentile.

10.
For we muſt all appear before the judg- 2 Cor. 5.

ment-feat of Chriſt, that every one may

receive the things done in his body, ac

cording to that he hath done, whether it

be good or bad.

I. 5.
Which is a manifeſt token of the right- 2 Thef

eous judgment of God, that ye may be

counted worthy of the kingdom of God,

for which ye alſo ſuffer.

But whofo looketh into the perfect law James

of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 1. 25.

not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the

work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in his deed .

Caft not away therefore your confidence, Heb. 1o.

which hath great recompence of reward.

35.

17.

And if ye call on the Father, who with- 1 Pet. 14

out reſpect of perfons, judgeth according

to every man's work, paſs the time of your

fojourning here in fear.

And behold I come quickly, and my Rev.22 .

reward is with me, to give every man ac- 12. 14.

cording as his work fhall be. Bleffed are

E they1
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Mat. 1.

21.

Tit. 2.

A. And thou fhalt call his name Jefus,

for he fhall fave his people from their fins .

Looking for that bleffed hope, and the

13, 14 glorious appearance of the great God, and

our Saviour Jefus Chrift, who gave himſelf

for us, that he might redeem us from all

iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a pecu

liar people, zealous of good works .

CHAP. VII.

Concerning Perfection, or Freedom from

Sin.

they that do his commandments, that they

may have a right to the tree of life, and

may enter in through the gates into the city.

Q. Itshould feem that the purpoſe of God,

in fending his Son the Lord Jefus Chrift, was

not fimply to fave men by an imputative right

eoufnefs altogether without them ; but also by

the washing of regeneration, or an inward

righteoufnefs : what faith the fcripture fur

ther of this ?

Rom. 6.

14.

Queft. / Perceive then by all theſe fcriptures

aforementioned, that Chrift, as well

as he hathpurchaſed pardon for our fins, hath

also obtained power by which we may even

here be cleanfed from the filth of them : May

we expect then in this life to be freed from the

dominion offin ?

A. For fin fhall not have dominion over

you .

Q. For

be
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Q. For what reason ?

A. For ye are not under the law, but Rom. 6.

under grace.

15

Q. How cometh the apostle then to cry out

and complain of fin, faying, Who fhall deliver

me from the body of this death ? Doth be

Speak that as a condition always permanent to

bim and otherfaints, or only that which he had

paffed through? What faith he afterwards ?

39.

A. There is therefore now no condemna- Rom. 8.

tion to them which are in Chriſt Jefus, who to235,

walk not after the flesh, but after the

fpirit ; for the law of the fpirit of life in

Chriſt Jefus hath made me free from the

law of fin and death . Who ſhall ſeparate

us from the love of Chrift ? Shall tribu

lation, or diftreſs, or perfecution, or fa

mine, or nakednefs, or peril, or fword ?

(As it is written, For thy fake we are killed

all the day long; we are counted as ſheep

for the flaughter. ) Nay, in all theſe things

we are more than conquerors through him

that loved us. For I am perfuaded that

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things pre

fent, nor things to come, nor height, nor

depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able

to ſeparate us from the love of God, which

is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.

Q. What faith that apoſtle then unto fuch,

who taking occafion from his words, fhould

plead for continuance in fin for term of life,

E 2 and
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and think to be faved by the imputative right

eoufness of Chrift, as being under grace?

Rom. 6. A. What fhall we fay then ? Shall we

continue in fin, that grace may abound ?

God forbid.

3, 2.

What then ? Shall we fin, becauſe we

are not under the law, but under grace ?

God forbid.

Q. Is not the apostle then fo farfromfup

pofing that condition, of being always under

fin, to be his own conftant condition, or that

of all the faints, that he even fuppofes many

of the then church of Rome, to whom he wrote,

to be free of it? How befpeaketh be them, as

in relation to this matter?

Rom. 6.

5, 6, 7.

A. How fhall we that are dead to fin,

2, 3, 4, live any longer therein ? Know ye not, that

11, 12 , fo many of us as were baptized into Jefus

13. 16, Chrift, were baptized into his death ?

to 23. Therefore we are buried with him by bap

tifm into death ; that like as Chrift was

raiſed up from the dead by the glory of

the Father, even fo we alfo fhould walk

in newneſs of life . For if we have been

planted together in the likeneſs of his

death, we ſhall be alfo in the likeneſs of

his refurrection ; knowing this, that our

old man is crucified with him, that the

body offin might be deftroyed, that hence

forth we fhould not ſerve fin. For he that

is dead, is free from fin. Likewife reckon

ye alſo yourſelves to be dead indeed unto

fin ;

"

4
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5

fin ; but alive unto God, through Jefus

Christ our Lord. Let not fin therefore

reign in your mortal body, that ye fhould

obey it in the lufts thereof. Neither yield

ye yourmembers as inftruments of unright

coufnefs unto fin ; but yield yourſelves

unto God, as thofe that are alive from the

dead ; and your members as inftruments

of righteouſneſs unto God, Know ye not,

that to whom ye yield yourſelves fervants

to obey, his fervants ye are to whom ye

obey, whether of fin unto death, or of

obedience unto righteouſneſs ? But God be

thanked, that ye were the fervants offin ;

but ye have obeyed from the heart that

form of doctrine that was delivered unto

you ; being then made free from fin, ye

became the fervants of righteouſneſs . I

ſpeak after the manner of men, becauſe of

the infirmity of your fleſh ; for as ye have

yielded your members fervants to unclean

nefs, and to iniquity, unto iniquity ; even

fo now yield your members fervants to

righteouſneſs , unto holiness. For when

ye were the fervants of fin, ye were free

from righteoufnefs. What fruit had ye

then in thofe things whereof ye are now

afhamed ? For the end of thoſe things is

death, But now, being made free from

fin, and become fervants to God, ye have

your fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever

lafting life. For the wages of fin is death,

E 3 but
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Mat. 5.

48.

but the gift ofGod is eternal life, through

Jefus Christ our Lord.

that God reQ. Would it appear then,

quires of us to be perfect ?

A. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your

Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Q₂ Is it then poffible to keep the command

ments ?

Mat. 11.

30.

1 John

5.3.

Rev. 22.

14.

1 John

1. 10.

A. My yoke is eaſy, and my burthen is

light. For this is the law of God, that

we keep his commandments, and his com

mandments are not grievous.

Q. Is it neceffary then for falvation, to

keep the commandments ?

John I.

8,9.

A. Bleffed are they that do his com

mandments, that they may have right to

the tree of life, and may enter in through

the gates into the city.

Q. Do you understand by this perfection,

that any have kept the commandments, as

never to have finned ?

A. If we fay that we have not finned,

we make him a liar, and his word is not

in us.

Q. Do you understand, that those who are

perfect may fay, they have no fin, or only that

bavingfinned, andfo havingfin, in respect they

once finned, as the apostle in the paffage cited

mentions ; may they notwithstanding thereof,

come to know forgiveness for the guilt, but

alfo cleansing from the filth ?

A. Ifwe fay we have no fin, we deceive

ourſelves,
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0

1

ourſelves, and the truth is not in us : if

we confess our fin, he is faithful and juft

to forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us

from all unrighteoufnefs.

Q. That fcripture feems to be very plain,

being compared with the other before mention

ed : but becauſe fome are apt to mistake and

wreft the words of the apostle, what faith he

elsewhere ? Did hejudge any could know God,

or be true Chriftians, who kept not the com

mandments ?

I

2. I. 39

4, 5, 6.

A. My little children, theſe things write 1 John

I unto you, that ye fin not ; and if any

man fin, we have an advocate with the

Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous and

hereby do we know that we know him,

if we keep his commandments . He that

faith, I know him, and keepeth not his

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is

not in him. But whofo keepeth his word,

in him verily is the love of God perfected.

Hereby know we that we are in him he

that faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf

alfo fo to walk even as he walked.

3. 2, to

10.

Beloved, now are we the fons of God, John

and it doth not yet appear what we fhalli

be ; butweknow, that whenhe fhall appear,

we shall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as

he is and every man that hath this hope

in him, purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure.

Whofoever committeth fin, tranfgreffeth

alfo the law, for fin is the tranfgreffion of

the
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the law. And ye know that he was mani

feſted to take away our fins ; and in him

is no fin . Whofoever abideth in him fin

neth not. Whofoever finneth, hath not

feen him, neither known him. Little child

ren, let no man deceive you : he that doth

righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is

righteous. He that committeth fin is of

the Devil ; for the Devil finneth from the

beginning. For this purpoſe the Son of

God was manifefted, that he might deſtroy

the works of the Devil. Whofoever is

born of God, doth not commit fin ; for

his feed remaineth in him, and he cannot

fin, becauſe he is born of God. In this

the children of God are manifeft, and the

children of the Devil. Whofoever doth

not righteouſneſs, is not of God, neither

he that loveth not his brother.

Q. It is very plain by theſe paffages, that

the apostles were far of another mind, than

thofe that plead for fin during term of life,

and much against the deceit of those who will

efteem themfelves good Chriftians while they

live in their fins.

Mat. 7. A. Not every one that faith unto me,

21, 24. Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom

of heaven, but he that doth the will of

my Father which is in heaven. Therefore,

whofoever heareth theſe fayings of mine,

and doth them, I will liken him to a wife

man, which built his houfe upon a rock.

If

謦
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If ye know theſe things, happy are ye John

ifye do them.
13, 17.

Q. What faith the apostle Paul further

concerning the needfulness of this thing.

A. Circumcifion is nothing, and uncir- 2 Cor.

cumcifion is nothing ; but the keeping of

the commandments of God.

·7. 19..

Q. Was not this, according to the apostle

Paul's judgment, the very intention ofChrist,

to have his church and children to be pure and

without spot ?

4.
A. According as he has chofen us in Eph. 1.

him before the foundation of the world,

that we ſhould be holy, and without blame

before him in love.

25, 26,
Even as Chriſt alſo loved the church, Eph. 5.

and gave himſelf for it, that he might fanc- 27.

tify and cleanſe it, that he might preſent

it to himſelf a glorious church, not having

fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, but

that it fhould be holy, and without blemiſh.

Q. Doth not Paul prefs the fame thing

further, befides the other paffages above-men

tioned ?

7. I.
A. Having therefore theſe promiſes, 2 Cor.

dearly beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves

from all filthinefs of the fleſh and ſpirit,

perfecting holinefs in the fear of God.

Finally, brethren, farewel be perfect.

Chriſt in you the hope of glory, whom we col. I.

preach, warning every man, and teaching 28.

every man in all wifdom, that we may

;

2 Cor.

13. II.

prefent
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12.

prefent every man perfect in Chrift Jefus.

Col. 4 Labouring fervently for you in prayers
,

that ye may ftand perfect and complete in

I Thef. all the will of God. To the end he may

3.13. eſtabliſh your hearts unblameable in holi

Ch. nefs before God. And the very God of

peace fanctify you wholly ; and I prayGod,

your whole fpirit, and foul, and body, be

prefented blameless unto the coming of

our Lord Jefus Chriſt.

5.

23.

Q. Is not this then the very end for which

God appointed teachers in his church?

Eph. 4.

13.

A And he gave fome apoftles, and

11, 12, fome prophets, and fome evangelifts, and

fome paſtors and teachers, for the perfect

ing of the faints, for the work of the mini

ftry, for the edifying ofthe body of Chrift ;

till we all come in the unity of the faith,

and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of

the ftature of the fulneſs of Chriſt.

Q: Seeing this is fo much preffed by the holy

men, doth not the fcripture, which cannot lie,

give none of the faints this teftimony, as being

free from fin at fome times, and fo not always

and daily finning, as is fuppofed ?

Gen. 6.

9.

&.

A. Noah was a juft man, and perfect in

his generations ; and Noah walked with

Job 1. God. And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, haſt

thou confidered my fervant Job, that there

is none like him in the earth, a perfect and

an upright man, one that feareth God, and

efcheweth
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I, 2.

;

eſcheweth evil. There was in the days of Luke 1.

Herod, King of Judea, a certain prieft,

named Zacharias, of the courſe of Abia

and his wife was of the daughters ofAaron,

and her name was Elizabeth ; and they

were both righteous before God, walking

in all the commandments and ordinances

of the Lord blameleſs.

Q. That proves fufficiently as to particular

perfons ; but what doth the fcripure intimate

of this, even of confiderable numbers ?

4, 5, 6.
A. But God, who is rich in mercy, for Eph. 2 .

his love wherewith he hath loved us,
great

even when we were dead in fin, hath quick

ned us together with Chriſt, and hath raiſed

us up together, and made us fit together

in heavenly places in Chriſt Jefus . But ye Heb. 12.

are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the 22, 23 .

city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru

falem, and to an innumerable company of

angels, to the general affembly and church

of the firſt-born, which are written in hea

ven, to God the judge of all , and to the

fpirits of juft men made perfect. And I Rev. 14.

looked, and lo, a Lamb ftood on Mount I. 4.

Sion, and with him an hundred forty and

four thouſand, having his father's name

written in their foreheads. Theſe are they

which were not defiled with women ; for

they are virgins. Thefe are they which

follow the Lamb wherefoever he goeth.

Theſe were redeemed from among men,

being
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2 Pet. I.

10.

1 Cor. 9.

27.

being the firſt-fruits unto God, and to the

Lamb. And in their mouth was found no

guile, for they are without fault before the

throne of God.

CHA P. VIII.

Concerning Perfeverance, and Falling

from Grace.

S
Queft. Is it enough for a believer to be

fure that he hath once received

true grace ? Or is there any further certainty

requifite?

A. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give

diligence to make your calling and elec

tion fure ; if ye do theſe things ye fhall

never fall.

Q. May one that hath received true grace,

haveground to fear ; or fuppofe he can fall ?

A. But I keep under my body, and

bring it into fubjection, left that by any

means, when I have preached to otliers, I

myſelfſhould become a caft-away.

Q. That greatly contradicteth the doctrine

offuch as fay, Once in grace, ever in grace :

But doth the apostle Paul exprefs this only out

ofan humble esteem of himself? Or dath be

judge or fuppofe the like of other faints ?

Heb. 3. A. Take heed, brethren, left there be in

12, 13. any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in

departing from the living God. But exhort

one another daily, while it is called to-day ;

left
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II.

left any of you be hardened through the

deceitfulneſs of fin. Let us labour there- Heb. 4

fore to enter into that reft, left any man

fall after the fame example of unbelief. Ch. 6.

For it is impoffible for thoſe who were 4, 5, 6.

once enlightened, and have tafted of the

heavenly gift, and were made partakers

of the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted the

good word of God, and the powers of the

world to come ; if they fhall fall away, to

renew them again unto repentance ; feeing

they crucify to themſelves the Son of God

afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame.

Looking diligently, left any man fail of

the grace of God, left any root of bitter- 15.

nefs ſpringing up, trouble you, and there

by many be defiled.

Ch. 12:

2. Doth be fpeak this only by fuppofition, or

doth be affert it not only poffible, but certain?

A. For the time will come, when they 2 Tim.

will not endure found doctrine ; but after 4 354

their own lufts ſhall they heap to themſelves

teachers, having itching ears .
And they

fhall turn away their ears from the truth,

and fhall be turned unto fables.

Q. Doth the apostle even judge it neceffary

to guard fuch an one, as his beloved fon

Timothy, against this hazard ?

IA. This charge I commit unto thee, fon Tip

Timothy, according to theprophecieswhich

went before on thee, that thou by them.

mighteſt war a good warfare, holding faith

andF

19
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6. 10.

and a good confcience ; which fome having

put away, concerning faith have made

2 Tim. fhipwreck. For the love of money is the

root of all evil ; which while fome covet

ed after, they have erred from the faith,

and pierced themſelves through with many

2 Tim. forrows. And their word will eat as doth

a canker , of whom is Hymeneus and Phi

letus, who concerning the faith have erred,

faying, that the refurrection is paſt alrea

dy ; and overthrow the faith of fome.

Q. Doth the apoftle any where express his

fears of this, as a thing that may happen to

any number ofpeople who once truly received

the faith of Chriſt ?

Rom. A. Well , becauſe of unbelief they were

11. 20. broken off, and thou ſtandeft by faith. Be

1 Tim. not high-minded, but fear. Now the fpirit

fpeaketh exprefly, that in the latter times

Thef. fome ſhall depart from the faith, &c.

3. 5. this caufe, when I could no longer forbear,

4. t.

For

2. 17,

28.

I fent to know your faith, left by fome

means the tempter have tempted you, and

our labour be in vain.

Q. What is the apostle Peter's mind ?

Does he judge, that fuch as have known the

right way, may forfake it?

*ct. 2. A. Curfed children , which have for

to faken the right way, and are gone aftray,

followingthe way of Baalam the fon ofBe

for, who loved the wages of unrighteouf

nefs, but was rebuked for his iniquity ;

the
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9

the dumb afs fpeaking with man's voice,

forbad the madneſs of the prophet. Thefe

are wells without water, clouds that are

carried with a tempeft, to whom the miſt

of darkneſs is referved for ever. For when

they ſpeak great fwelling words of vanity,

they allure through the luft of the flesh,

through much wantonnefs, thofe that were

clean eſcaped from them who live in error.

For if after they have efcaped the pollu

tions of the world , through the knowledge

of the Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt, they

are again entangled therein, and overcome,

the latter end is worſe with them than the

beginning: for it had been better for them,

not to have known the way of righteouf

neſs, than after they have known it, to

turn from the holy commandment deli

vered unto them. But it is happened unto

them, according to the true proverb, The

dog is turned to his vomit again, and the

fow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in.

the mire.

Q. Gives be any cautions to them that

ftand, as fuppofing they may alfo fall ?

17.

A. Ye therefore, beloved, feeing ye 2 Pet. 3.

know theſe things before, beware, leſt ye

alſo being led away with the error of the

wicked, fall from your own ftedfaftneſs.

Q. May a manbe truly a branch in Chriſt,

or a real member of his body, and afterwards

be cut off ?

F 2 A. If
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John A. If any man abide not in me, he is

15. 6. caft forth as a branch, and is withered.

Q. May a righteous man then depart from

bis righteousness ?

Ezek.

18, 26.
and

A. But when the righteous man turneth

away from his righteouſneſs, and commit

33 teth iniquity, and dieth in them ; for his

iniquity that he hath done, he fhall die.

13.

Rev. 3.

32.

Q. May a believer come to fuch a condition

in this life, from which he cannot fall away?

A. Him that overcometh, will I make

a pillar in the temple of my God, and he

fhall go no more out ; and I will write

upon him the name of my God, and the

name of the city of my God, which is

New Jerufalem, which cometh down out

of heaven from my God, and I will write

upon him my new name.

Q. Mayfuch an one come to be affured that

he is in this condition ?

Rom . 8. A. For I am perfuaded, that neither

38, 39. death, nor life, nor angels, nor principa

lities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor

things to come, nor height, nor depth,

nor any other creature, fhall be able to

feparate us from the love of God, which

is in Chrift Jefus our Lord.

A

CHAP.

1
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CHA P. IX.

Concerning the Church and Miniſtry,

Queſt. WHAT is the church ?

A. But if I tarry long, that 1 Tim.

thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to 3. 15.

behave thyself in the houſe of God, which

is the church of the living God, the pillar

and ground of truth.

Q. Who is the head of the church ?

19.

A. Who hath delivered us from the Col. 1.

13. &2.
power of darknefs, and hath tranſlated us

into the kingdom of his dear Son andhe

is the head of the body, the church, from

which all the body by joints and bands,

having nouriſhment miniftered and knit to

gether, increaſeth with the increaſe of God.

Q. What kind ofperfons make the church?

A. Them that are fanctified in Chrift 1 Cor.

Jefus.

J. 2.

And the Lord added to the church daily Acts 2.

fuch as fhould be faved.
47.

Q. Hath not Christ appointed officers in the

church, for the work of the miniftry ?

8. II,

12.

A. Wherefore he faith, When he afcend- Eph . 4:

ed up on high, he led captivity captive,

and gave gifts unto men.
And he gave

fome apostles, and fome prophets, and

fome evangelifts, and fome paftors and

teachers ; for the perfecting of the faints,

for the work ofthe miniftry, for the edi

fication ofthe body of Chriſt.

F 3 Q. What
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I Tim.

7.

Q. What kind of men should fuch as are

teachers and overfeers of the church be ?

A. A biſhop then muſt be blameleſs,

3. 2, to the huſband of one wife, vigilant, fober, of

a good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, apt

to teach ; not given to wine, no ſtriker,

not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient,

not a brawler, not covetous ;
one that

ruleth well his own houfe, having his

children in fubjection with all gravity ;

for if a man know not how to rule his

own houſe, how fhall he take care of the

church of God? Not a novice, left being

lifted up with pride, he fall into the con

demnation of the Devil. Moreover, he

muſt have a good report of them which

are without , left he fall into reproach ,

and the fnare of the Devil.

Tit. I.
For a bishop muſt be blameleſs , as the

7, 8, 9 fteward of God : not felf-willed, not foon

angry, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not

given to filthy lucre ; but a lover of

hofpitality, a lover of good men ; fober,

juft, holy, temperate ; holding faft the

faithful word, as he hath been taught, that

he may be able, by found doctrine, both to

exhort and to convince the gainfayers.

Q. What is incumbent upon fuch to do ?

A. Take heed therefore to yourſelves,

and to all the flock, over which the Holy

Ghoſt hath made you overfeers, to feed

the church of God.

The

Acts 20.

28.

E

J.

+4

H
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1

.

The elders which are among you I ex- 1 Pet. 5.

hort, who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs ¹, 2, 3•

of the fufferings of Chrift, and alſo a par

taker of the glory that fhall be revealed :

Feed the flock of God which is among

you, taking the overfight thereof, not by

conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy

lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as

being lords over God's heritage, but being

enfamples to the flock.

Q. Though they be not to lord over the

flock, yet is there not a respect due to them

in their place ?

IA. Let the elders that rule well, be 1 Tim.

counted worthy of double honour, efpe- 5. 17

cially they who labour in the word and

doctrine.

Q. Albeit then, among true Chriſtians, every

one that believeth, is to have the witness in

bimfelf, being perfuaded in himself by the fpi

rit ; yet is there not also a real fubjection to

be to one another in the Lord ?

A. The fpirits of the prophets are fub- 1 Cor.

ject to the prophets.

14. 32.

Obey them that have the rule over you, Heb. 13.

and ſubmit yourſelves ; for they watch for ¹7

your fouls, as they that muft give account,

that they may do it with joy, and not with

grief; for that is unprofitable for you.

And we beseech you, brethren, to know 1 Thef.

them which labour among you, and are 5: 129

over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you ;

13.

and



[ 56 ]

and to eſteem them very highly in love for

their works fake.

1 Pet. 5:

5.

Likewife, ye younger, fubmit yourſelves

unto the elder ; yea, all of you be fubject

one to another, and be clothed with hu

mility ; for God refifteth the proud, and

giveth grace unto the humble.

Q. How ought true teachers to minifter in

the church ?

*Pet. 4.
A. As every man hath received the gift,

10, 11. even fo minifter the fame one to another,

as good ſtewards of the manifold grace of

God: if any fpeak, let him fpeak as the

oracles of God : if any man miniſter, let

him do it as of the ability which God

giveth ; that God in all things may be

glorified, through Jefus Chrift.

Q. Iperceive then, that every true mini

fter of the church of Christ, is to minister of

the gift and grace of God, which he hath re

ceived : but fome are of the judgment, that

natural wisdom or parts, and human learn

ing, are the qualifications which are of abfo

lute neceffity for a minifter ;minifter ; but grace they

judge not to be fo abfolutely neceffary, but that

one may be a minifter without it : What faith

the fcripture in this cafe?

Tit. I.
A. A bishop muft be blameleſs, fober,

7, 8. juft, holy,
temperate.

Q. Methinks it is impoffible for a man to

be blameless, just, holy, fober, and temperate,

without the grace of God : fo that if thefe

qualifications
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qualifications be abfolutely neceſſary, thenfure

ly, that without which a man cannot be fo

qualified, must be neceffary alfo : but what

faith the fcripture, as to the neceffity ofnatural

wisdom, and human learning ?

A. Where is the wife ? Where is the 1 Cor. 1.

ſcribe ? Where is the difputer of this 20, 21 .

world ? Hath not God made fooliſh the

wiſdom of this world ? For after that, in

the wiſdom of God, the world by wif

dom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the

fooliſhneſs of preaching, to fave them that

believe.

Q. Itſeems then, the preachings ofthe true

minifters are not gathered together by wisdom

and learning : it hath been fuppofed that a

man must be greatly skilled in learning, to

make a good fermon : what is the apostle's

judgment in the cafe ?

A. For Chrift fent me not to baptize, Ver. 17

but to preach the gofpel ; not with wif

dom of words, left the cross of Chrift

fhould be made of none effect..

And I was with you in weakneſs, and in chap. 2.

fear, and in much trembling and my 3, 4, 5•

fpeech, and my preaching, was not with

enticing words of man's wifdom, but in

demonſtration of the fpirit, and of power :

that your faith fhould not ftand in the

wifdom of men, but in the power of God.

Q. I perceive the apoftle lays far more

ftrefs upon the demonftration and power of

the
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the
Spirit in a preacher, than upon buman

literature: Ought minifters then to preach as

the fpirit teacheth them ?

2 Cor.
A. Alfo we ſpeak, not in the words

2. 13. which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which

the Holy Ghoft teacheth.

A&s 2.

Mat. 10.

20.

And they were all filled with the Holy

Ghoft, and began to fpeak as the ſpirit

gave them utterance.

Col. 2.

8.

Q. Is it Chrift then that speaketh in and

through his minifters ?

A. For it is not ye that fpeak, but the

fpirit of your Father, which fpeaketh in

you .

Mark

For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the

13. 11. Holy Ghoſt.

Luke

2 Cor.

For the Holy Ghoft fhall teach you in

12. 12. the fame hour, what ye ought to fay.

Since ye feek a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking

13.3 in me, which to you-ward is not weak,

but is mighty in you.

Q. What is the apostle's mind of that hu

man learning, which fome cry up ſo much,

and think fo needful in a minifter?

A. Beware left any man fpoil you

through philofophy and vain deceit, after

the tradition of men, after the rudiments.

of the world, and not after Chrift.

I Tim.
O Timothy keep that which is com

6. 29. mitted to thy truft, avoiding prophane.

and vain babblings, and oppofitions of

fcience, falfly fo called .

Q. Though

3

By

1

1

R
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Q. Though true minifters speak not by the

natural wisdom ofman ; yet is their testimony

altogether void of wisdom ?

A. Howbeit, we fpeak wifdom among 1 Cor.

them that are perfect ; yet not the wiſdom 2. 6, 7.

of this world, nor of the princes of this

world, that come to nought : but we

ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a myſtery,

even the hidden wiſdom, which God or

dained before the world to our glory.

Q. What is the reason that man by his

natural wisdom is not capable to minister in

the things of God ?

1

A. For what man knoweth the things Ver. 17.

of a man, fave the ſpirit of a man which ¹4

is in him ? Even fo the things of God

knoweth no man, but the fpirit of God.

But the natural man receiveth not the

things of the ſpirit of God, for they are

fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know

them , becauſe they are fpiritually diſcerned.

Q. Thefe fcriptures dofufficiently holdforth

that the true call to the miniftry is from God ;

that which maketh a true minister, is the gift

and grace ofGod ; that the true and effectual

preaching of a faithful minifter is fuch, as is

from the inward teaching and leading of the

Spirit of God : But what fay the fcriptures

touching the maintenance of minifters ?

A. Let him that is taught in the word Gal. 6.

communicate unto him that teacheth in all 6.

good things.

l

If
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Ifwe havefown unto youfpiritual things,

is it a great matter if we ſhall reap your

carnal things ? If others be partakers of

this power over you, are not we rather ?

Nevertheleſs we have not uſed this power,

but fuffer all things, left we ſhould hinder

the gospel of Chrift. Do ye not know,

that they which minifter about holy things,

live of the things of the temple ? And

they which wait at the altar, are partakers

with the altar : even fo hath the Lord

ordained, that they which preach the gof

pel, fhould live of the gofpel.

For the ſcripture faith, Thou fhalt not

muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn ;

and, the labourer is worthy of his reward .

Q. Iperceive by thefe fcriptures, that there

lieth an obligation upon the faints, to help with

outward things, fuch as truly minifter unto

themfpiritual, but this feems to be voluntary :

Ought not therefore true miniſters to preach,

whether they be ſure of this or not ? What

faith the apostle of himself in this cafe ; and

what advifeth be others ?

I Cor.

18.

A. But I have uſed none of theſe things,

9:15, to neither have I written theſe things, that it

fhould be fo done unto me ; for it were

better for me to die, than that any man

fhould make my glorying void. For

though I preach the gofpel, I have nothing

to glory of ; for neceffity is laid upon me ;

yea, woe 'is unto me if I preach not the

gofpel,

1 Cor.

9. 11, to .

41.

1 Tim.

5. 18.
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gofpel, for if I do this thing willingly, I

have a reward ; but if againft my will,

a difpenfation of the gofpel is committed

unto me : What is my reward then ?

Verily, that when I preach the goſpel, I

make the goſpel of Chrift without charge,

that I abuſe not my power in the gospel.

34,
I have coveted no man's filver or gold, Acts 20.

or apparel. Yea, you yourſelves know, 333

that theſe hands have miniftered unto my

neceffities, and to them that were with me.

I have fhewed you all things , how that fo

labouring, ye ought to fupport the weak,

and to remember the words of the Lord

Jefus, how he faid, It is more bleſſed to

give, than to receive.

94

Q. It is obfervable, that the apostle every

where makes fpecial mention among the quali

fications of teachers, that they be not given to

filthy lucre: What ought we then to think of

thofe teachers, who will not preach without

bire ? Yea, that will by violence take from

thofe who receive no fpirituals from them ?

Are they like to be the minifters of Chriſt ? Or

what elfe faith the fcripture of fuch ?

II.
A. Yes, they are greedy dogs, which Ifa. 56.

can never have enough ; and they are

fhepherds that cannot underſtand ; they

all look to their own way, every one for

his gain from his quarter.

Son ofman, prophefy againſt the fhep- Ezek.

herds of Ifrael, prophefy and fay unto 3. 8.

34. 2,

them,
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them, Thus faith the Lord God unto the

fhepherds, Woe be to the fhepherds of

Ifrael, that do feed themfelves : fhould

not the shepherds feed the flocks ? Ye eat

the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool,

ye kill them that are fed; but ye feed not

the flock. As I live, faith the Lord God,

furely, becauſe my flock became a prey,

and my flock became meat to every beaſt

of the field, becauſe there was no fhep

herd, neither did my fhepherds fearch for

my flock ; but the fhepherds fed them

felves, and fed not my flock.

Micah Thus faith the Lord, concerning the

3.5.11. prophets that make my people err, that

bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace ; and

he that putteth not into their mouths,

they even prepare war againſt him. The

heads thereof judge for reward, and the

prieſts thereof teach for hire, and the pro

phets thereof divine for money ; yet will

they lean upon the Lord, and fay, Is not

the Lord amongst us ? None evil can

come upon us .

Tim.

10.

Q. Thefe are plain teftimonies from the pro

phets , are there nonefuchfrom the apostles ?

A. Perverſe difputings of men of cor

6. 5 , to rupt minds, and deftitute of the truth, fup

pofing that gain is godlinefs ; from fuch

withdraw thyfelf. But godlinefs with con

tentment is great gain for we brought

nothing into the world, and it is certain we

can
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can carry nothing out and having food

and raiment, let us therewith be content. !

But they that will be rich, fall into tempt

ation and a fnare, and into many fooliſh

and hurtful lufts, which drown men in

deftruction and perdition. For the love

ofmoney is the root of all evil ; which,

while fome coveted after, they have erred

from the faith, and pierced themſelves

through with many forrows.

For men fhall be lovers of their own 2 Tim.

felves, covetous, boafters, proud, blaf- 3° 2.

phemers, difobedient to parents, unthank

ful, unholy.

For there are many unruly and vain Tit. 1 .

talkers and deceivers, efpecially they of 10, 11 .

the circumcifion, whofe mouths must be

ftopped, who fubvert whole houſes, teach

ing things which they ought not, for

filthy lucre's fake.

14, 15.

But there were falfe prophets alfo among 2 Pet. 2 .

the people, even as there fhall be falfe 1, 2, 3 .

teachers among you, who privily fhall

bring in damnable herefies, even denying

theLord that bought them, and bring upon

themſelves ſwift deftruction . And many

fhall followtheir pernicious ways, by reafon

of whom, the way of truth fhall be evil

ſpoken of. And through covetouſneſs ſhall

they with feigned words make merchandize

of you ; whofe judgment now of a long

time lingereth not, and their damnation,

G 2 flumbereth
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Jude 1.

16.

flumbereth not having eyes full of adul

tery, and that cannot ceafe from fin ;

beguiling unſtable fouls ; an heart they

have exerciſed with covetous practices ;

curfed children, who have forfaken the

right way, and are gone aftray, following

the way of Baalam the fon of Befor, who

loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs.

Woe unto them, for they have gone in

the way of Cain, and run greedily after

the errors of Baalam for reward, and pe

riſhed in the gain-faying of Core . Theſe

are murmurers, complainers, walking after

their own lufts, and their mouth ſpeaketh

great ſwelling words, having mens perfons

in admiration, becauſe of advantage.

Q. Ought there to be any order in the

church of God ?

1 Cor.
A. Let all things be done decently and

14. 20. in order.

Q. What good order is preſcribed in the

church concerning preachers ? Is it fit that

only one or twofpeak ; or may more, ifmoved

thereunto ?

Ver. 30,

to 33.

A. If any thing be revealed to another

that fitteth by, let the first hold his peace :

for ye may all prophefy one by one, that .

all may learn, and all may be comforted.

And the fpirits of the prophets are ſubject

to the prophets : for God is not the author

of confufion, but of peace, as in all the

churches of the faints.

Q. Is

4

A

3.
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1

Q. Is there any promise that daughters,

as well as fons, fhall prophesy under the

gospel?

28
A. And it fhall come to pafs afterwards, Joel 2 .

that I will pour out of my fpirit upon all

fleſh, and your fons and your daughters

fſhall prophefy ; your old men ſhall dream

dreams, your young men fhall fee viſions .

Q. Is this promife fulfilled, and to be ful

filled ?

16, 17
A. But this is that which was ſpoken by Acts 2.

the prophet Joel : And it fhall come to paſs

in the last days, faith God, I will pour out

of my ſpirit upon all flesh, and your fons

and your daughters fhall prophefy ; and

your young men fhall fee vifions, and your

old men fhall dream dreams .

Q. Is there any fuch inftance of old in the

fcriptures ?

A. And the fame man had four daugh- Acts 21.

ters, virgins, which did prophefy.

-9.

Q. But may all women speak, or are any

commanded to keep filence in the church ?

I

35.

A. -Let your women keep filence in the 1Cor.

church ; for it is not permitted unto them 14 34

to fpeak, but they are commanded to be

under obedience ; as alfo faith the law, and

if they will learn any thing, let them afk

their husbands at home ; for it is a fhame

for women to ſpeak in the church.

?

Let the women learn in filence with all 1 Tim.

fubjection. But I fuffer not a woman to 12.

G 3

2. II,

teach,
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teach, or ufurp authority over the man,

but to be in filence .

Q. The first of theſe feems only to relate to

women that have husbands : what comes of

them that have none ? The fecond ſpeaks no

thing of the church, but only that he ought

not to ufurp authority over the man : Hath

this no limitation ? Doth not the fame apoftle

give directions, bow women that speak should

behave themselves in the church ?

1 Cor. A. Every man praying or prophefying,

11.45 having his head covered, diſhonoureth his

head. But every woman that prayeth or

prophefieth with her head uncovered, dif

honoureth her head ; for that is even all

one as if the were fhaven.

CHA P. X.

Concerning WORSHIP.

Queft. WHAT is the worship that is ac

ceptable to God ?

•

;

John 4. A. But the hour cometh, and now is,

23, 24 when the true worshippers fhall worſhip

the Father in ſpirit and in truth for the

Father feeketh fuch to worſhip him. God

is a fpirit, and they that worship him,

muft worship him in ſpirit and in truth.

Q. Seeing prayer is a part of worship,

when ought we to pray ?

A. And he spake a parable unto them

to

1
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18. 1.
to this end, that men ought always to Luke

pray, and not to faint.

Pray without ceafing.

I Thef.

5. 17.

Q. Hath God no respect to the manner of

calling upon him ?

A. For there is no difference between Rom.

the Jew and the Greek ; for the fame Lord 10. 12.

over all, is rich unto all that call upon him.

Q. Doth God hear the prayers of all that

call upon him ?

A. The Lord is nigh unto all them that Pfalm

call upon him, to all that call upon him 145. 18 :

in truth.

The Lord is far from the wicked ; but Prov.

15. 29.

he heareth the prayer of the righteous.

Nowwe know that God heareth not fin- John 9.

ners ; but if any man be a worſhipper of 31.

God, and doth his will, him he heareth.

And this is the confidence that we have r' John

in him, that if we ask any thing according 5. 14.

to his will, he heareth us.

1

Q. After what manner doth the apostle de

clare he will pray ?

I
A. What is it then ? I will pray with the 1 Cor.

fpirit, and I will pray with the underſtand- 14. 15.

ing alſo : I will fing with the fpirit, and I

will fing with the underſtanding alſo .

18.

Q. Muft we then pray always in the ſpirit ?

A. Praying always, with all prayer, and Eph: 6.

fupplication in the fpirit, and watching

thereunto with all perfeverance, and fup

plication for all faints.

Q. Since
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Q. Since we are commanded to pray always

in it, can we do it of our own felves, without

the help thereof?

Rom. 8.

;

A. Likewife the fpirit alfo helpeth our

26, 27. infirmities for we know not what we

ſhould pray for as we ought ; but the fpirit

itſelf maketh interceffion for us with groan

ings which cannot be uttered. And he that

fearcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the

mind of the ſpirit, becauſe he maketh in

terceffion for the faints according to the

will of God.

Q. I perceive, that without the leadings

and help of the fpirit, prayers are altogether

unprofitable : may not a man truly utter thoſe

things that are fpiritual, without the ſpirit's

affistance ?

1 Cor.
A. Wherefore I give you to underſtand ,

12. 3. that no man fpeaking by the ſpirit of God ,

calleth Jefus accurfed ; and that no man

can fay, that Jefus is the Lord, but by the

Holy Ghoft.

Jer . 5.

2..

Q. This is ftrange ; it feems the Spirit is

much more neceffary than many called Chrif

tians fuppofe it to be ; fome of which can

fcarce give a good account whether they have

it, or want it : but ifa man fpeak things true

upon the matter, are they not true as from

him, if spoken without the ſpirit ?

A. And though they fay, the Lord liv

eth, furely they fwear falfly.

Q. It is apparent from all thefe fcriptures,

that



[ 69 ]

~!

5

that the true worship of God is in the fpirit ;

and as it is not limited to a certain place, nei

ther to any certain time, what shall we think

of them that plead for the obfervation of cer- -

tain days ?

11.

A. But now, after that ye have known Gal. 4.

God, or rather, are known of God, how 9, 10,

turn ye again to the weak and beggarly

elements, whereunto ye defire again to be

in bondage ? Ye obferve days, and months,

and times, and years . I am afraid ofyou,

left I have bestowed upon you labour in

vain .

16, 17.
Let no man therefore judge you in meat Col. 2.

or drink, or in refpect of an holy day, or

of the new moon, or of the fabbath-day,

which are a fhadow of things to come ;

but the body is of Chriſt.

Q. Seeing it is fo, may not fome Chriftians

as lawfully esteem all days alike, as others may

efteem fome days above another ; what rule

giveth the apoftle in this cafe ?

A. One man efteemeth one day above Rom.

another ; another eſteemeth every day 14 5, 6.

alike let every man be fully perfuaded

in his own mind. He that regardeth the

day, regardeth it unto the Lord ; and he

that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he

doth not regard it. He that eateth , eateth

to the Lord ; for he giveth God thanks ;

and he that eateth not, to the Lord he

eateth not, and giveth God thanks.

Q. But

1
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7

Q. But is it not convenient and neceffary,

that there be a day fet apart to meet and

whip God in ? Did not the apostles and

primitive Chriftians use to meet upon the first

day of the week, to make their collections, and

to worship ?

1 Cor. A. Now concerning the collection for

16. 1,2 . the faints, as I have given order to the

churches of Galatia, even fo do ye. Upon

the firſt day of the week, let every one

of you lay by him in ftore, as God hath

profpered him, that there be no gatherings

when I come.

Eph. 4.

5.

CHA P. XI.

Concerning BAPTISM and BREAD

and WINE.

HOWmany baptifms are there ?

A. One Lord, one faith, one

Queſt.

baptiſm.

Q. What is the baptifm ?

21, 22 .

I Pet. 3. A. The like figure, whereunto even

baptifm doth nowfave us, ( not the putting

away the filth of the flesh, but the anfwer.

of a good confcience towards God ) by the

refurrection of Jefus Chrift, who is gone

into heaven, and is on the right hand of

God ; angels and authorities, and powers,

being made fubject unto him.

Q. Whatfaith John the Baptift ofChrift's

baptifm ? How diftinguishethbe itfrom his ?.

A. I
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II.
A. I indeed baptize you with water unto Mat. 3.

repentance ; but he that cometh after me,

is mightier than I, whofe fhoes I am not

worthy to bear, he ſhall baptize you with

the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire .

Q. Doth not Chrift fo diftinguiſh it alſo ?

A. And being affembled together with Acts 11.

them, commanded them that they ſhould 4 5

not depart from Jerufalem; but wait for

the promiſe of the Father, which, faith he,

ye have heard of me. For John truly bap

tized with water, but ye fhall be baptized

with the Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence.

Q. Doth not the apostle Peter alfo obferve

this ?

15, 16.
A. And as I began to fpeak, the Holy Ch. 11.

Ghoft fell on them, as on us at the begin

ning. Then remembered I the word ofthe

Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed bap

tized with water ; but ye shall be baptized

with the Holy Ghoſt.

Q. Then it feems John's baptifm muft pafs

away, that Chrifi's may take place ; because

John must decrease, that Chrift may increafe.

A. He muft increaſe, but I muft de- John 3 .

creaſe.
30.

Q. Iperceive then, many may be sprinkled

with, and dipped and baptized in water, and

yet not truly baptized with the baptifm of

Chrift : What are the real effects in fuch

as are truly baptized with the baptifm of

Christ ?

A. Know
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3, 4.

Rom . 6. A. Know ye not, that fo many of us as

were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were bap

tized into his death ? Therefore we are

buried with him by baptifm into death,

that like as Chrift was raiſed up from the

dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo

we alfo fhould walk in newneſs of life .

Gal. 2.

27.

Col. 2.

12.

For as many of you as have been bap

tized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt.

Buried with him in baptifm, wherein

alfo ye are rifen with him, through the

faith of the operation of God, who hath

raiſed him from the dead.

Q. Iperceive there was a baptifm ofwater,

which was John's baptifm, and is therefore

by John himself contra - diftinguished from

Christ's: Was there not likewife fomething

of the like nature appointed by Christ to his

difciples, of eating bread, and drinking wine,

in remembrance of him.

I Cor. A. For I have received of the Lord,

11.23 , that which I alfo delivered unto you, that

24, 25. the Lord Jefus, the fame night in which

he was betrayed, took bread ; and when

he had given thanks, he brake it, and

ſaid, Take, eat ; this is my body which is

broken for you ; this do in remembrance

of me. After the fame manner alfo he

took the cup, when he had fupped, ſay

ing, This cup is the new teftament in my

blood ; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Q. How
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Q. How long was this to continue ?

A. For as often as ye eat this bread, 1 Cor.

and drink this cup, ye do fhew the Lord's II. 26.

death till he come.

Q. Did Chrift promife to come again to his

difciples ?

A. I will not leave you comfortleſs ; I John

will cometo you. Jefus anfwered and faid 14. 18.

unto him, If a man love me, he will keep

my words, and my Father will love him,

and we will come unto him, and make our

abode with him.

Q. Was this an inward coming ?

A. At that day ye fhall know that I am John

in my Father, and you in me, and I in you . 14. 20.

Q. But it wouldfeem, this was even prac

tifed by the church of Corinth, after Chrift

was come inwardly : Was it fo, that there

were certain appointments pofitively command

ed, yea, and zealously and confcientiouſly prac

tifed by the faints of old, which were not of

perpetual continuance, nor yet now needful to

bepractifed in the church ?

15.

A. If then your Lord and Maſter have John

waſhed your feet, ye ought alfo to waſh 13. 14,

one another's feet. For I have given you

an example. that you ſhould do as I have

done to you.

28, 29.

For it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoft Acts 15.

and to us, to lay upon you no greater

burthen than thefe neceffary things ; that

ye
abstain from meats offered to idols, and

H from
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James

5. 14.

from blood, and from things ftrangled,

and from fornication ; from which if ye

keep yourſelves, ye fhall do well : fare ye

well.

Is any man fick among you ? Let him

call for the elders of the church, and let

them pray over him, anointing him with

oil in the name of the Lord.

Q. Theſe commands are no lefs pofitive

than the other ; yea, fome ofthem are afferted

as the very fenfe of the Holy Ghost, as no less

neceffary than abstaining from fornication, and

yet the generality of Proteftants have laid

them afide, as not of perpetual continuance :

But what other ſcriptures are there, to shew

that it is not neceffary, that ofbread and wine

to continue ?

Rom: A. For the kingdom of God is not meat

14. 17. or drink ; but righteoufnefs, and peace,

and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.

Col. 2.

$0.22.

Let no man therefore judge you in meat

16. 20, or drink, or in reſpect of an holy day, or

of the new moon,. or of the fabbath days.

Wherefore if ye be dead with Chrift from

the rudiments of the world ; why, as

though living in the world, are ye ſubject

to ordinances ? (Touch not, tafte not,

handle not which all are to periſh with

the ufing) after the commandments and

doctrines of men.

"

Q. Thefe fcriptures are very plain, andfay

as muchfor the abolishing of this, as to any

neceffity,
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13

neceffity, as ought can be alledged for the

former : but what is the bread then, where

with the faints are to be nouriſhed ?

32, to

50.

A. Then Jefus faid unto them, Verily, John 6.

verily, I fay unto you, Mofes gave you not 35. and

that bread from heaven ; but my Father 48, to

giveth you the true bread from heaven.

For the bread of God is he which comes

down from heaven, and giveth life unto

the world. Then faid they unto him,

Lord, evermore give us this bread . And

Jefus faid unto them, I am the bread of

life ; he that cometh to me ſhall never

hunger ; and he that believeth on me fhall

never thirst: I amthat bread of life. Your

fathers did eat manna in the wilderneſs,

and are dead. This is the bread which

cometh down from heaven, that a man

may eat thereof and not die. I am the

living bread, which came down from hea

ven ; if any man eat of this bread, he ſhall

live for ever ; and the bread, that I will

give him, is my flesh, which I will give

for the life of the world. The Jews

therefore ftrove among themſelves, faying,

How can this man give us his flesh to

eat ? Then Jefus faid unto them, Verily,

verily, I fay unto you, Except ye eat the

fleſh of the Son of man, and drink his

blood, ye have no life in you. Whofo

eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood,

hath eternal life, and I will raiſe him up

H 2 at
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Micah

6.8.

at the last day. For my fleſh is meat

indeed, and my blood is drink indeed :

he that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my

blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As

the living Father hath fent me, and I live

by the Father, fo he that eateth me, even

he fhall live by me. This is that bread

which came down from heaven : not as

your fathers did eat manna, and are dead :

he that eateth of this bread, fhall live for

ever.

James

Quest. WHAT is true religion ?

A. Pure religion and un

1. 27. defiled is this, to vifit the fatherleſs and

the widows in their affliction , and to keep

himſelfunſpotted from the world.

Q. What is required ofman ?

A. He hath fhewed thee, O man, what is

good ; and what doth the Lord require of

thee, but to do juftly, and to love mercy,

and to walk humbly with thy God ?

But to this inan will I look , even to him

that is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and

trembles at my word.

Ifa. 66.

2.

CHA P. XII .

Concerning the LIFE of a CHRISTIAN ,

in general, what and how it ought to

be in this world.

Q. Doth God then require people to be.

Quakers,

粤

vy



[ 77 ]

Quakers, to tremble at his word ? Was there

any fuch among the faints of old ?

A. Then were affembled unto me every Ezra 9.

one that trembled at the words of the God 4

of Ifrael.

Now therefore let us make a covenant Ezra 10.

with our God, to put away all the wives, 3

and fuch as are born of them, according to

the counſel of my Lord, and of thoſe that

tremble at the commandment of our God.

Q. It feems Ezra loved well, and had a

bigh esteem of Quakers, fince he would have

their counsel followed : Do any other of the

prophets point out Quakers, or Tremblers, as

God's people ?

A. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that Ifa. 66.

tremble at his word : your brethren that 5.

hated you, that caft you out for my name's

fake, faid, Let the Lord be glorified ; but

he ſhall appear to your joy, and they ſhall

be ashamed.

9.
And it ſhall be to me a name of joy, a Jer. 33.

praiſe and an honour before all the nations

of the earth, which ſhall hear all the good

that I do unto them ; and they fhall fear

and tremble for all the goodneſs, and for

all the profperity that I procure unto it.

Q. The prophets promisedgood things there

to Quakers : What becometh of those that

tremble not, and are not fuch ?

A. Hear now this, O foolish people ! Jer. 5.

and without underſtanding, which have 21, 22

H 3 eyes,
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eyes, and fee not ; which have ears, and

hear not fear ye not me, faith the Lord ;

will ye not tremble at my preſence ? &c.

Q. Are then all God's children Quakers ?

And are we commanded to quake or tremble,

in order to our falvation, both under the law,

and now under the gospel?

A. Serve the Lord with fear, and re

joice with trembling.

I make a decree, that in every domi

nion of my kingdom, men fear and trem

ble before the God of Daniel ; for he is

the living God, and ſtedfaſt for ever.

Work out your own falvation with fear

and trembling.

Mat. 22.

40.

Q. What are the chief commandments ?

A. Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God

37, to with all thy heart, and with all thy foul,

and with all thy mind. This is the first

and great commandment, and the ſecond

is like unto it thou fhalt love thy neigh

bour as thyself. On theſe two command

ments hang all the law and the prophets .

Q. What ought a Christian to feek after in

the first place ?

A. Seek ye first the kingdom of God

and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things

fhall be added unto you.

Pfal. 2.

11.

Dan. 6.

26.

Phil. 2.

12.

Ch. 6.

33.

1 Cor.

7. 29,

30, 31.

Q. How ought Chriftians to behave them

felves in this world?

A. But this I fay, brethren, the time is

fhort : It remaineth, that both they that

have
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have wives, be as though they had none ;

and they that weep, as though they wept

not ; and they that rejoice, as though they

rejoiced not , and they that buy, as though

they poffeffed not ; and they that ufe this

world, as not abufing it ; for the faſhion

of this world paffeth away.

Q. What faith the apostle Paul further,

as that which is fit for Christian men and

womento be found in ?

2.8,

10.

A. I will therefore that men pray every 1 Tim.

where, lifting up holy hands without wrath 2. 8, 9,

and doubting. In like manner alfo, that

women adorn themſelves in modeſt appa

rel, with fhame - facednefs and fobriety :

not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls,

or coftly array ; but ( which becometh

women profeffing godliness ) with good

works.

Q. I obferve the apostle is much against

the vanity and fuperfluity of cloaths among

Chriftians ? what faith Peter to this ?

A. Whofe adorning, let it not be that 1Pet. 3

outward adorning of plaiting the hair, or 3, 4

wearing of gold, or of putting on of ap

parel but let it be the hidden man ofthe

heart, inthatwhich is not corruptible ; even

the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit,

which is inthe fight of God of great price,

Q. The apostle is very plain there : but

what faiththe feripture, as to refpect ofper

fons among Chriftians ?

A. My
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James

2. I, to

9.

{

A. My brethren, have not the faith of

our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Lord of glory,

with refpect of perfons. For if there come

unto your affembly a man with a gold

ring, in goodly apparel ; and there come

in alfo a poor man in vile raiment ; and

ye have respect to him that weareth the

gay cloathing, and fay unto him, Sit thou

here in a good place ; and fay to the poor,

Stand thou there, or fit here under my

foot -ftool : are ye not then partial in

yourſelves, and are become judges of evil

thoughts ? Hearken my beloved brethren,

hath not God chofen the poor of this

world, rich in faith, and heirs of the king

dom, which he hath promiſed to them that

love him ? But ye have defpifed the poor.

Do not rich men opprefs you, and draw

you before the judgment-feat ? Do they

not blafpheme that worthy name by the

which ye are called ? If ye fulfil the royal

law, according to the fcripture, Thou shalt

love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well :

but if ye have refpect to perfons, ye com

mit fin, and are convinced of the law as

tranfgreffors.

Q. Though that be indeed fufficient to re

prove the different ranks among Chriftians,

upon the account of riches or birth ; yet is

there not a relative refpect among Chriftians,

as betwixt mafter and fervant : what admo

nition gives the apoftle in this cafe?

A. Servants,
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1

S

•

A. Servants, be obedient to them that Eph. 6.

are your mafters, according to the flesh, 5, to g.

with fear and trembling, in fingleness of

your heart, as unto Chrift : not with eye

fervice, as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants

of Chrift, doing the will of God from the

heart ; with good-will doing ſervice, as

to the Lord, and not to men : knowing

that whatſoever good thing any man doth,

the fame fhall he receive of the Lord, whe

ther he be bond or free. AndAnd ye mafters,

do the fame things unto them, forbearing

threatening, knowing that your maſter alfo

is in heaven ; neither is there reſpect of

perfons with him.

Servants, obey in all things your mafters, Col. .3

according to the flesh, not with eye - fer- 22, to

vice, as men-pleafers, but in fingleness of

heart, fearing God : and whatfoever ye

do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not

unto men ; knowing that of the Lord ye

ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance ;

for ye ferve the Lord Chriſt. But he that

doeth wrong, fhall receive for the wrong

which he hath done ; and there is no re

ſpect of perfons.

I.

Maſters, give unto your fervants that Col. 4.

which is juft and equal, knowing that ye

alſo have a maſter in heaven..

Let as many fervants as are under the Tim.

yoke, count their own maſters worthy of 6. 1, 2 .

all honour ; that the name of God, and

his
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his doctrine, be not blafphemed. And they

that have believing maſters, let them not

deſpiſe them, becauſe they are brethren ;

but rather do them fervice, becauſe they

are faithful and beloved partakers of the

benefit. Theſe things teach and exhort.

Tit. 2.
Exhort fervants to be obedient unto

9, 10. their own maſters, and to pleaſe them well

in all things ; not answering again, not

purloining, but fhewing all good fidelity ;

that they may adorn the doctrine of God

in all things.

1 Pet.

to 21.

Servants, be fubject to your mafters with

2. 18, all fear, not only to the good and gentle,

but alſo to the froward : for this is thank

worthy, if a man for confcience toward

God endure grief, fuffering wrongfully :

Forwhat glory is it, ifwhen ye be buffeted

for your faults, ye fhall take it patiently ?

But if when ye do well, and fuffer for it, ye

take it patiently ; this is acceptable with

God. For even hereunto wereye called, be-.

caufe Chrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving us

an example, that yefhould follow his ſteps .

Q. What good admonitions give the fcrip

ture, as to the relation betwixt parents and

children ?

Eph. 6. A. Children, obey your parents in the

3, to 4 Lord, for this is right. Honour thy fa

ther and thy mother (which is the first

commandment with promiſe) that it may

be well with thee, and thou mayft live

long



[ 83 ]

long on the earth. And ye fathers, pro

voke not your children to wrath , but

bring them up in the nurture and admo-

nition of the Lord.

Children, obey your parents in all Col. 3 .

things ; for this is well-pleafing unto the 20, 21.

Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children

to anger, left they be difcouraged.

25. and

Q. What between bufbands and wives ?

A. Wives, fubmit yourſelves unto your Eph. 5.

own huſbands, as unto the Lord. For the 22, to

huſband is the head of the wife, even as 28. 31 .

Chrift is the head of the church ; and he 33.

is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as

the church is fubject unto Chrift, fo let the

wives be to their own hufbands in every

thing. Hufbands , love your wives, even

as Chrift loved the church, and gave him

ſelf for it ; ſo ought men to love their

wives as their own bodies ; he that loveth

his wife, loveth himſelf. For this caufe

ſhall a man leave his father and mother,

and fhall be joined unto his wife, and they

two fhall be one flesh . Nevertheleſs, let

every one of you in particular fo love his

wife, even as himfelf ; and the wife fee

that the reverence her huſband.

•

Huſbands, love your wives, and be not Col. 3.

bitter against them.

19.

Likewife, ye wives, be fubject unto your 1 Pet. 3.

own huſbands ; that if any obey not the ¹, 2. 7,

word, they alſo may without the word

be
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be won by the converfation of the wives,

while they behold your chafte converfation

coupled with fear. Likewife ye huſbands,

dwell with them according to knowledge,

giving honour unto the wife, as unto the

weaker veffel, and as being heirs together

of the grace of life, that your prayers be

not hindered.

Q. What is the armour ofa true Chriftian,

and wherewith ought he to wrestle ?

Eph. 6.

17.

A. Put on the whole armour of God,

11, to that ye may be able to ftand againſt the

wiles of the Devil : for we wreſtle not

againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt prin

cipalities, againſt powers, againſt the rulers

of the darkness of this world, againſt ſpi

ritual wickedness in high places. Where

fore take unto you the whole armour of

God, that ye may be able to withſtand in

the evil day, and having done all, to ſtand.

Stand therefore, having your loins girt

about with truth, and having on the breaſt

plate of righteoufnefs, and your feet fhod

withthe preparation of the gofpel of peace :

above all, taking the fhield of faith, where

with ye fhall be able to quench all the fiery

darts of the wicked one. And take the

helmet of falvation, and the fword of the

fpirit, which is the word of God.

Q. What are Chriftians weapons, and for

what end ?

A. For though we walk in the fleſh, we

do
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10.
do not war after the flesh ; for the weapons 2 Cor.

of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 4,5.3

through God, to the pulling down of

ftrong holds, cafting down imaginations,

and every high thing, that exalteth itſelf

against the knowledge of God, and bring

ing into captivity every thought to the

obedience of Chrift.

Q. Ought ftrife and envy to be among

Chriftians ?

3. 13,

A. Who is a wife man, and endued with James

knowledge amongft you ? Let him fhew to 18.

out of a good converfation, his works

with meekneſs of wifdom . But if ye have

bitter envying and ftrife in your hearts,

glory not, and lie not against the truth.

This wifdom defcendeth not from above,

but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh . For where

envying and ſtrife is , there is confuſion and

every evil work.evil work. But the wisdom that is

from above, is firft pure, then peaceable,

gentle, and eaſy to be entreated , full of

mercy and good fruits, without partiality,

and without hypocrify. And the fruit of

righteouſneſs is fown in peace of them that

make peace.

Q. Ought wars to be among Chriftians ?

From whence proceed they ?

A. From whence come wars and fight- James

ings among you ? Come they not hence, 4. 1, 2.

even from your lufts , that war in your

members ? Ye luft, and have not ; ye kill,

I and
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Mat. 5.

39.

Luke 6.

27, to

29.

and defire to have, and cannot obtain ; ye

fight and war, yet ye
have not, becauſe ye

afk not.

I Thef.

5. 15.

Q. WhatfaithChrift even ofdefenfive war?

A. But Ifay unto you, that ye refift not

evil ; but whofoever fhall fmite thee on thy

right cheek, turn to him the other alſo.

But I fay unto you which hear, Love

your enemies ; do good to them which

hate you blefs them that curfe you, and

pray for them which defpitefully ufe you.

And unto him that fmiteth thee on the one

cheek, offer alfo the other ; and him that

taketh away thy cloak, forbid not to take

thy coat alío.

Q. What faith the apostles ?

Rom.

12. 17.

A. Recompenfe no man evil for evil.

Not rendering evil for evil, or railing

1.Pet. 3. for railing ; but contrarywife, bleffing ;

knowing that ye are thereunto called, that

ye fhould inherit a bleffing.

9.

See that none render evil for evil unto

any man ; but ever follow that which is

good, both among yourſelves, and to all

men .

Q. It was lawful of old to fwear ; and

an oath for confirmation was to them an end

of all ftrife : Is it not lawful for Chriſtians

also to fwear?

Mat. 5. A. Again, ye have heard that it hath

33, to been faid by them of old time, Thou fhalt

not forfwear thyfelf,but fhalt perform unto

37.

the

-
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OU

Que

Cal

the Lord thine oaths. But I fay unto you,

Swear not at all ; neither by heaven, for it

is God's throne ; nor by the earth, for it is

his footstool ; neither by Jerufalem, for it

is the city of the great King : neither

fhalt thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou

canſt not make one hair white or black .

But let your communication be yea, yea ;

nay, nay ; for whatſoever is more than

thefe, cometh of evil.

But above all things, my brethren, fwear James

not ; neither by heaven, neither by the 5 15.

earth, neither by any other oath ; but let

your yea be yea, and your nay, nay ; left

ye
fall into condemnation .

Q. Is it fit for Chriftians or believers to

receive carnal and worldly honour one from

another ?

A. How can ye believe which receive John 5

honour one of another, and feek not the 44

honour that cometh from God only ?

Q. Doth God allow us to give flattering

titles to men ?

A. Let me not, I pray you, accept any Job 32

man's perſon ; neither let me give flatter- 21, 220

ing titles unto man : for I know not to

give flattering titles ; in fo doing my

Maker would foon take me away.

Q. What fhould we fay to fuch as quarrel

with us for fpeaking proper found words, as

thou to one, you to many ; which is Chriſt's

and the faints language in fcripture.

I 2 A. If
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1 Tim. A. If any man teach otherwife, and

6.34 confent not to wholfome words, even the

words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and to

the doctrine which is according to godli

nefs ; he is proud, knowing nothing, but

doting about queftions and ftrifes of words ,

whereof cometh envy, ftrife, railings, evil

furmifings.

Hold faft the form of found words,

which thou haft heard of me, in faith and

love, which is in Chrift Jefus.

Q. What is the great commandment given

by Chrift to his difciples, as that which even

declareth them to be fuck, and is alfo preffed

by his apoftles ?

Joh. 13. A. A new commandment I give unto

34 35 you, That ye love one another ; as I have

loved you, that ye alſo love one another.

By this fhall all men know that ye are my

difciples, ifye have love one to another.

Joh. 15. This is mycommandment

, That ye love

12. 17. one another
, as I have loved you. Theſe

things
I command

you, That ye love one

another
.

2 Tim.

J. 13.

Eph. 5.

1, 2.

Joh. 4.

20, 21.

Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear

children ; and walk in love, as Chriſt alſo

hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for

us, an offering and a facrifice to God for

a ſweet ſmelling favour.

If any man fay, I love God, and hateth

his brother, he is a liar ; for he that

loveth not his brother whom he hath feen,

how
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how can he love God whom he hath not

feen ? And this commandment have we

from him, That he who loveth God, loveth

his brother alfo.

Q. Is humility very needful to Chriftians ?

What like must we be ere we can enter the

kingdom ?

3, 4.
A. And Jefus faid , Verily, verily, I fay Mat. 18

unto you, except ye be converted, and be

come as little children, ye fhall not enter

into the kingdom of heaven . Whofoever

therefore fhall humble himſelf as this little

child, the fame is greateſt in the kingdom

of heaven.

Q. Ought Chriftians to lord over one ano

ther? What rule giveth Chrift in this cafe ?

28.

A. But Jefus called them unto him, Mat. 20

and faid, Ye know that the princes of the 25

Gentiles exercife dominion over them :

and they that are great, exerciſe authority

upon them. But it fhall not be ſo among

you ; but whofoever will be great among

you, let him be your miniſter ; and who

foever will be chief among you, let him

be your fervant even as the Son ofMan

came not to be miniftered unto, but to

miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom

for many.

Q. How then are Chriftians in this world?

A. Behold, I fend you forth as fheep in Mat, ro

the midſt of wolves ; be ye therefore, wife 16.

as ferpents, and harmleſs as doves.

Go1 3
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Goyour ways ; behold , I ſend you forth

as lambs among wolves.

Q. Are we then to expect affliction and

perfecution here ?

Mat. 10.

22.

A. And ye fhall be hated of all men for

my name's fake ; but he that endureth to

13. 13. the end fhall be faved.

Mark

Luke

2.2. 17.
And ye fhall be hated of all men for my

name's fake.

John 15. If the world hate you, ye know that it

18, 19. hated me before it hated you ; if ye were

of the world, the world would love his

own ; but I have chofen you out of the

world, therefore the world hateth you.

Luke

10. 3

John16.

33.

2 Tim.

3. 12 .

Mat. 10.

28.

Luke

12.41

5.

Theſe things have I fpoken unto you,

that in me ye might have peace. In the

world ye fhall have tribulation ; but be of

good cheer, I have overcome the world .

And all that will live godly in Chrift

Jefus fhall fuffer perfecution.

Q. Ought we then to fear perfecution ?

A. Fear them not which kill the body,

but are not able to kill the foul ; but ra

ther fear him who is able to deſtroy both

foul and body in hell.

And I fay unto you, my friends, be not

afraid of them that kill the body, and after

that, have no more that they can do. But

I will forewarn you whom you fhall fear :

fear him which, after he hath killed, hath

power to caft into hell, yea, I fay unto

you, fear him.

Q. What
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Q. What advantage is to them that fuffer

perfecution cheerfully, and hazard to them

that fhun it?

10.
A. Bleffed are they which are perfecuted Mat. 5.

for righteouſneſs fake, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

But if ye fuffer for righteoufnefs fake, 1 Pet. 3.

happy are ye ; and be not afraid of their 14

terror, neither be troubled.

37, to

Whofoevertherefore fhall confefs me be- Mat.1o.

forė men, him will I confefs alfo before my 32, 33.

Father which is in heaven. But whofoever 39.

fhall deny me before men, him will I alfo

deny before my Father which is in heaven.

He that loveth father or mother more than

me, is not worthy of me. And he that

taketh not his crofs, and followeth after me,

is not worthy of me. He that findeth his

life ſhall loſe it, and he that lofeth his life

for my fake, fhall find it.

Alfo I fay unto you, Whofoever ſhall Luke

confefs me before men, him fhall the Son 12. 8, 9.

of Man alfo confefs before the angels of

God. But he that denies me before men,

fhall be denied before the angels of God.

Then faid Jefus unto his difciples, If any Mat. 16..

man will come after me, let him deny 24 25

himſelf, and take up his crofs, and follow

me. For whofoever will fave his life fhall

lofe it, and whofoever will lofe his life for

my fake, fhall find it .

If wefuffer, we fhall alſo reign with him ; 2 Tim,

if2

1-20
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ifwe deny him, he will alfo deny us.

If any come to me, and hate not his

father and mother, and wife and children ,

and brethren and fifters, yea, and his own

life, he cannot be my difciple.

Ch. 9.
And he ſaid to them all, If any man will

23, 24. come after me, let him deny himſelf, and

take up his crofs daily and follow me. For

whofoever will fave his life fhall lofe it ;

but whofoever will lofe his life for my

fake, the fame fhall fave it.

Luke

14. 26.

Mark 8. And when he had called the people to

34, 35 him, with his diſciples alfo, he ſaid unto

them, Whofoever will come after me, let

him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs

and follow me. For whofoever will fave

his life, fhall lofe it ; but whofoever ſhall

lofe his life for my fake and the gospel,

the fame fhall fave it.

Q. There is nothing more certain, accord

ing to thefe fcriptures, than that Chriftians

muft fuffer perfecution in this world, even in

their perfons and eftates ; but ſhall they not

alfo fuffer in their good names, in being ac

counted blafphemers, bereticks, and deceivers ?

Mat. 10. A. The difciple is not above his maſter,

24, 25, nor the fervant above his Lord. It is

enough for the difciple, that he be as his

Mafter, and the fervant, as his Lòrd. If

they have called the Maſter of the houſe

Beelzebub ; how much more ſhall they

call them of his houfhold ?

Bleffed
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DI

II.
Bleffed are ye when men fhall revile you, Mat. 5.

and perfecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner

of evil againſt you falfly for my fake.

II,

Then they fuborned men which faid,We Acts 6.

have heard him fpeak blafphemous words 11, 12.

againſt Mofes and againſt God. And they

ſtirred up the people, and the elders, and

the fcribes, and came upon him, and

caught him, and brought him to the

council.

6.
CO

And when they found them not, they Acts 17.

drew Jafon, and certain brethren, to the
CO rulers of the city, crying, Thefe that have

turned the world upfide down, are come

et

hither alfo.

But this I confefs unto thee, that after Acts 24.

the way which they call herefy, fo worship ¹4

I the God of my fathers ; believing all

things which are written in the law and

the prophets .

4. 13.

Being defamed, we intreat ; we are made 1 Cor.

as the filth of the world, and are the

off- fcouring of all things unto this day.

6. 8.
By honour and diſhonour, by evil re- 2 Cor.

port and good report, as deceivers, and

yet true.

Q. It is eafily apparent from what is men

tioned, that Chriftians are to expect perfecu

tion and tribulation ; and that they are always

the sheep, and never the wolves ; the perfe

cuted, and never the perfecutors ; the afflicted,

and not the afflicters ; the reproached, and

not
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Mat. 5.

44.

not the reproachers : Is it not fit then that

Chriftians be fo far from perfecuting others,

that they ought to pray for their perfecutors ?

Is this Christ's command ?

A&ts 7.

60.

A. But I fay unto you , Love your ene

mies ; blefs them that curfe you, do good

to them that hate you, and pray for them.

which defpitefully ufe you and perfecute

you.

Like

1 Pet.

Q. Was this Christ's own practice ?

A. Then faid Jefus, Father, forgive

23, 34′ them, for they know not what they do, &c.

Q. Is Chrift herein to be our example ?

A. For even hereunto were ye called,

2. 21, becauſe Chrift alfo fuffered for us, leaving

us an example, that ye fhould follow his

fteps, who did no fin, neither was guile

found in his mouth : who, when he was

reviled, reviled not again ; when he fuf

fered, he threatened not, but committed

himſelf unto him that judgeth righteouſly.

22, 23.

Q. Is there aninftance ofany faint in fcrip

ture who followed his example herein ?

A. And he kneeled down, and cried

with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin

to their charge, &c.

Q. It appears by all thefe fcriptures , that

Christianity confifteth in the exerciſe offear

and trembling, humility, patience, and felf

denial : What ought we then to think of fuch

who place much of their religion in abſtaining

from marriage, and certain meats ; worſhip

ping

*
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ping of angels, and other fuch acts of volun

tary humility ?

I

3.

A. Now the fpirit fpeaketh exprefly, 1 Tim.

that in the latter times fome fhall depart 4. 1, 2,

from the faith, giving heed to feducing

fpirits, and doctrines of Devils ; fpeaking

lies in hypocrify ; having their confcience

feared as with a hot iron, forbidding to

marry, and commanding to abſtain from

meats, which God hath created to be re

ceived with thankſgiving of them which

believe and know the truth.

18.

Let no man beguile you of your re- Col. 2.

ward, in a voluntary humility, and wor

fhipping of angels, intruding into thoſe

things which he hath not feen, vainly puft

up by his fleshly mind .

CHA P. XIII.

Concerning MAGISTRACY.

HAT is the duty of a magi

Strate ?

Queft.

A. The God of Ifrael faid, the rock of 2 Sam .

Ifrael fpake to me he that ruleth over 23. 3.

men must be juft, ruling in the fear of

God.

Q. What do the fcriptures fpeak of the duty

of fuch as are under authority ?

A. Let every foul be fubject to the Rom.

higher powers ; for there is no power but 3!. ¹ ,
to 5.

of
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of God : the powers that be, are ordained

of God. Whofoever therefore refifts the

power, refifts the ordinance of God ; and

they that refift, fhall receive to themſelves

damnation . For rulers are not a terror

to good works, but to the evil. Wilt

thou then not be afraid of the power ? Do

that which is good, and thou fhalt have

praiſe of the fame ; for he is the minifter

of God to thee for good. But if thou do

that which is evil, be afraid ; for he bear

eth not the fword in vain : for he is the

miniſter of God, a revenger to execute

wrath upon him that doth evil. Where

fore ye muſt needs be fubject, not only for

wrath, but alſo for confcience-fake .

1 Pet. 2.

13, to

15.

Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of

man for the Lord's fake ; whether it be to

the King, as fupreme ; or unto governors,

as unto them that are ſent by him, for the

puniſhment ofevil-doers, and for the praiſe

of them that do well . For fo is the will

of God, that with well- doing ye may put

to filence the ignorance of foolish men.

Q. Ought tribute to be paid to them ?

A. For, for this caufe pay we tribute

13.6, 7. alfo, for they are God's miniſters, attend

ing continually upon this very thing.

Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute

to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom

cuftom, fear to whom fear, honour to

whom honour.

Rom.

Then
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21.
Then faith he unto them, Render there- Mat. 22.

foreuntoCæfarthethingswhich are Cæfar's,

and unto God the things that are God's.

Q. Are we obliged to obey magiftrates in

fuch things as we are perfuaded in our minds

are contrary to the commands ofChrift ?

20.

A. And they called them, and com- Acts 4.

manded them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach 18, to

in the name of Jefus. But Peter and John

anfwered and faid unto them, Whether it

be right in the fight of God to hearken

unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

For we cannot but fpeak the things which

we have ſeen and heard.

27, 28,

And when they had brought them, they Ch. 5.

fet them before the council, and the high 29.

prieft afked them, faying, Did not we

traitly command you, that you ſhould

not teach in his name ? And behold, ye

have filled Jerufalem with your doctrine,

and intend to bring this man's blood upon

us. Then Peter and the other apoſtles

anſwered and ſaid, We ought to obey God

rather than men.

Q. What ought to be magiftrates behaviour

in fuch cafes, according to the counsel of wife

Gamaliel?

A..Then ſtood there up one in the coun- Ver. 34,

cil, a Phariſee, named Gamaliel, a doctor 35, 38,

of law, had in reputation among all the 39.

people, and commanded to put the apoſtles

forth a little ſpace, and faid unto them,

K
Ye
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Ye men of Ifrael, take heed to yourſelves,

what ye intend to do, as touching theſe

men. And now I fay unto you, Refrain

from theſe men, and let them alone ; for

if this counſel, or this work, be of men,

it will come to nought but if it be of

God, ye cannot overthrow it, left haply

ye be found even to fight againſt God.

Q. What command giveth Chrift to his

people under the gospel, in relation to this

matter? How doth he hold forth their duty

under the parable of the tares ?

Mat. 13.

29.

A. So the fervants of the houfhold

27, 28, came, and faid unto him, Sir, didft thou

not fow good feed in thy field ? From

whence then hath it tares ? He faid unto

them, An enemy hath done this . The fer

vants faid unto him, Wilt thou then that

we go and gather them up ? But he ſaid,

Nay ; left while ye gather up the tares,

ye root up alſo the wheat with them.

Q. Doth be explain thefe tares of the wick

ed, whom the godly must not take upon them to

cut off, left through mistake they burt the good ;

but leave it to God, to do it by his angels ?

Ver. 38, A. The field is the world ; the good

to 41. feed are the children of the kingdom ; but

the tares are the children of the wicked

one the enemy that fowed them is the

Devil; the harveft is the end of the world,

and the reapers are the angels . As there

fore the tares are gathered and , burnt in

the

''
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the fire, fo fhall it be in the end of this

world. The Son of man fhall fend forth

his angels, and they fhall gather out of his

kingdom all things that offend, and them

which do iniquity.

CHA P. XIV .

Concerning the RESURRECTION.

Queft. HA Tfaith the fcripture of the

refurrection ofthe dead ?

A. And have hope towards God, which Aas 24.

they themſelves alfo allow, that there fhall 15.

be a refurrection of the dead, both of the

juft and unjust.

Q. To what different end fhall the good

be raiſed from the bad ; and how are they

thereunto referved ?

A. Marvel not at this, for the hour is John 5;

coming, in the which all that are in the 28, 29.

graves fhall hear his voice, and ſhall come

forth ; they that have done good, unto the

refurrection of life ; and they that have

done evil, unto the refurrection of con

demnation.

But the heavens and the earth, which 2 Pet 3

are now, by the fame word are kept in 7

ſtore, reſerved unto fire againſt the day

of judgment, and perdition of ungodly

men.

Q. What must be answered to fuch as aſk,

K 2 How
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How the dead are raised, and with what

body ?

1 Gor.

to 44.

A. Thou fool, that which thou foweſt

15.30, is not quickened except it die. And that

which thou foweſt, thou foweſt not that

body that ſhall be, but bare grain, it may

chance of wheat, or of fome other grain.

But God giveth it a body as it hath pleafed

him, and to every feed his own body. All

fleſh is not the fame flesh ; but there is

one kind of fleſh of men, another fleſh

of beaſts, another of fiſhes, and another

of birds. There are alfo celestial bodies,

and bodies terreftrial ; but the glory ofthe

celeftial is one, and the glory of the ter

reftrial is another. There is one glory of

the fun, and another glory of the moon,

and another glory of the ftars ; for one

ftar differeth from another ftar in glory.

So alfo is the refurrection of the dead. It

is fown in corruption, it is raiſed in incor

ruption it is fown in difhonour, it is

raiſed in glory it is fown in weakneſs,

it is raiſed in power ; it is fown a natural

body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body. There

is a natural body, and there is a ſpiritual

body..

Q. The apostle feems to be very poſitive,

that it is not that natural body, which we now

have, thatfhall rife ; but a ſpiritual body.

7 Cor.
A. Now this I fay, brethren, that fleſh

50, and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of

God ;

M
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God ; neither doth corruption inherit in

corruption. Behold, I fhew you a myſtery ;

we ſhall not all fleep, but we fhall all be

changed in a moment, in the twinkling of

an eye, at the laſt trump ; for the trum

pet fhall found, and the dead ſhall be raif

ed incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed.

For this corruptible muſt put on incor

ruption ; and this mortal must put on im

mortality. So when this corruptible ſhall

have put on incorruption, and this mortal.

ſhall have put on immortality, then ſhall

be brought to paſs the ſaying that is writ

ten, Death is ſwallowed up in victory :

O death where is thy fting ? O grave !

where is thy victory ?

K 3 CHAP.
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CHA P. XV.

A fhort INTRODUCTION to the

Confeffion of FAITH,

Aving thus largely and evidently per

formed the chief part of that which I

promifed in this treatife, in giving a

full account of our principles in plain Scripture

words, and alfo anfwering by the fcriptures

the chief and main objections made against us,

Icome to a Confeffion of Faith, in which I

fhall not be fo large ; for that 1 judge it not

convenient to make an interpretation of all

the fcriptures before mentioned, which, if

needful, the reader may easily obſerve, were

not very difficult to do. But whereas a Con

feffion of Faith calleth rather for an affirm

ative account of one's own faith, than for

the folution of objections, or any thing ofde

bate in a difcurfive way, which is both more

properly and pertinently performed in a Cate

chifm ; therefore I have here only done fo.

I am neceffitated fometimes to intermix fome

words for coherence of the matter, as fome

times and, and fometimes therefore, and the

like , but not fuch as any ingenuous perfon

can affirm do add to the matter ; or that

may any wife justly be reckoned a comment or

meaning : and therefore to avoid the cenfure

of

Y!

18

H
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inga

1

of the most curious carping critick, theſe are

marked with a different character. Likewife,

unless I should have ridiculously offered to

the publish incongruous grammar, there was a

true need fometimes to change the mood and

perfon of a verb : in all which places, who

foever will look to the words, fhall find it is

done upon no defign to alter any whit the

naked import of them asfor inftance, where

Chrift fays, I am the light of the world :

were it proper for me to write thus, I am

the light, &c. ? Or can it be reckoned any

whit contradicting to my purpofe or promife

to write, Chrift is the light, where the firſt

perfon is changed to the third ? Alfo, fome

times I exprefs things which are neceffarily

understood, as when any of the apostles fay,

We; there, instead ofWe, I write apoſtles ;

Coo and where they Jay You, fpeaking to the

For faints ; there I mention faints instead of it,

for the connection of the fentence fometimes

requires it , as in the first article, in men

tioning that of 1 John i. 5. concerning God's

being light, and in fuch like cafes, which I

know no impartial reader would have quar

relled, though wanting this apology, which I

judged meet to premife, knowing there is a

generation, who, when they cannot find any

real or fubftantial ground against truth and

its followers, will be cavilling at fuch little

niceties ; therefore fuch may fee this objection

is obviated.

V

CHAP.

teres

=ft24,

ܚܬܝܝܕ
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CHA P. XVI.

A CONFESSION of FAITH,

containing XXIII Articles.

ARTICLE I.

Concerning GOD, and the true and

faving Knowledge of Him.

Eph. THERE is one God (a). Who is a fpi

rit (b). And this is the meffage which

8.4. 6. the apostles beard of him, and declared unto

b John the faints, that he is light, and in him is

4. 6.

1 Cor.

4. 24.

1 John no darkness at all (c). There are three

I. 5, that bear record in heaven, the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe

Ch. 5. three are one (d). The Father is in thed

7. Son, and the Son is in the Father (e) . No
e Johnе

10. 38. Man knoweth the Son, but the Father ;

and 14 neither knoweth any man the Father, but
30, II.

<

f

II. 27.

& 5. 26. the Son, and he to whomfoever the Son

Mat. will reveal him (f). The fpirit fearcheth

Luke all things, yea, the deep things ofGod (g).

10. 22. For the things of God knoweth no man ;

2. 10. but the fpirit of God : Now the faints have

received not the fpirit of the world, but

g 1 Cor.

¶ALO the

K

-3

W
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the ſpirit which is of God, that they might

know the things which are freely given

them of God (h) . For theComforter, which & 1 Cor.

is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father ſends 11. 12. –

in Chrift's name, he teacheth them all

things, and bringeth all things to their

remembrance (i).

ARTICLE II.

Concerning the GUIDE and RULE of

CHRISTIANS.

i John

14. 20.

CHRIST prayed to the Father, and he

17.

gave the Saints another Comforter, that

was to abide with them for ever, even the

fpirit of truth, whom the world cannot re

ceive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, nor knoweth

him ; but the faints know him ; for he

dwelleth with them, and is to be in them (k). * John

Now if any man have not the fpirit of 14. 16,

Chriſt, he is none of his for as many as

are led by the ſpirit of God, they are the

fons of God (1). For this is the covenant

thatGod hath made with the houſe of Ifrael,

be hath put his laws in their mind, and

writ them in their hearts ; and they are

all taught of God (m) . And the anointing Heb.

which they have received of him, abideth in

them ; and they need not that any man teach

them, but as the fame anointing teacheth

them of all things, and is truth, and is no

lie (n). ARTICLE

m

8. 10.

/ Rom.

8. 9. 14.

n 1 John

2. 27.



[ 106 ]

ARTICLE III .

Concerning the SCRIPTURES.

WHatfoever things were written afore

time, were written for our learn

Rom. ing, that we through patience and comfort

15. 4 of the fcriptures might have hope (o).

Which are able to make wife unto falva

tion, through faith which is in Chrift

Jefus all fcripture being given by infpira

tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for inftruction in righteouf

nefs, that the man of God may be perfect,

2 Tim. thoroughly furnished unto all good works

16, 17. (p). No prophecy ofthe fcripture is ofany

private interpretation ; for the prophecy

came not in old time by the will of man,

92 Pet. but holy men of God fpake as they were

1. 20, moved by the Holy Ghoft (q).21.

Joh. 1.

1, 2, 3.

ARTICLE IV.

Concerning the Divinity of CHRIST,

and his being from the Beginning.

IN the beginning was the word, and the

word was with God, and the word was

God; the fame was in the beginning with

God ; all things were made by him, and

without him was not any thing made that

was made (r). Whofe goings forth have

been
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t

9.

น

6 .

been from of old, from everlafting ( ). Micah

For God created all things by Jefus Chrift 5° 2°

(t). Whobeing in the form of God, thought Eph.

it no robbery to be equal with God (u ). Phil.

And his name is called Wonderful, Coun- 2. 6.

fellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa

ther, the Prince of Peace (x) . Who is the x Ifa. 9.

image of the invifible God, the firſt-born

of every creature (y) . The brightneſs ofy Col. 1.

his Father's glory, and the exprefs image 15.

of his fubftance (z). Who was cloathed Heb.

with a vefture dipped in blood ; and his . 3.

name is called the word of God (a) . In a Rev.

him dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead 19: 13.

bodily (b). And in him are all the trea- 9.

fures of wiſdom and knowledge (c).

I.

b Col. 2.

c Ver. 3.

ARTICLE V.

Concerning his Appearance in the Fleſh.

THE word was made fleſh (d). FordJoh. 1.

he took not on him the nature of¹4

angels ; but he took on him the feed of

Abraham, being in all things made like

unto his brethren (e) . Touched with a Heb. 2 .

feeling of our infirmities ; and in all things 16, 17.

tempted, like as we are, yet without fin (ƒ).ƒCh. 4 .

He died for our fins, according to the '5

fcriptures ; and he was buried, and he

rofe again the third day, according to the g 1 Cor.

fcriptures (g).

15.3, 4.

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE VI.

Concerning the End and Ufe of that

Appearance.

•

GOD fent his own Son in the likeneſs

of finful fleſh, and for fin condemned

*Ver. 5.

2.

9. 12.

14.

b Rom. fin in the fleſh (b). For this purpoſe the

8. 3. Son of God was manifefted, that he might

¡ 1 John deſtroy the works of the Devil (i) . Being

3.8. manifefted to take away our fins (k). For he

gave himſelf for us, an offering and a facri

Eph. 5. fice to God for a fweet-fmelling favour (1).

Having obtained eternal redemption for us

Heb. (m). And through the eternal ſpirit offered

up himſelfwithout fpot unto God, to purge

our confciences from dead works, to ferve

Ver. the living God (n) . He was the Lamb

that was flain from the foundation of the

Rev. world (o) . Of whom the fathers did all

5. 8. 12, drink ; for they drank of that ſpiritual

13. rock that followed them, and that rock

*1 Cor. Was Chrift (p) . Chrift alfo fuffered for us,

10. 1, to leaving us an example, that we ſhould fol

1 Pet. low his fteps (9) For we are to bear about

21. in the body, the dying of the Lord Jefus,

that the life alfo of Jefus might be made

manifeft in our body, being alway delivered

unto death for Jefus's fake, that the life

alfo of Jefus may be made manifeſt in our

2 Cor.flesh (r) . That we may know him, and

the power of his refurrection, and the

4.

fellowſhip
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fellowſhip of his fufferings, being made

conformable to his death (ſ).

ARTICLE VII.

Concerning the inward manifeftation of

CHRIST.

1

ƒPhil.

3. 30.

6. 16.

x

GOD dwelleth with the contrite and

humble in fpirit (t) . For he hath Ifa. 158

faid, He will dwell in them and walk in 5. 7.

them (u). And Chrift ftandeth at the door, # 2 Cor.

and knocketh ; if any man hear his voice,

and open the door, he will come in to him,

and fup with him, and he with him (x). Rev.

And therefore ought we to examine our felves, 3. 20.

and prove our own felves, knowing how

that Chrift is in us except we be repro

bates (y ). For this is the riches of they 2 Cor.

glory of the mystery, which God would 13. 5.

make known among ( or rather IN) the

Gentiles, Chrift within, the hope of glory

(x). ≈ CotI.

27.

ARTICLE VIII.

Concerning the NEW BIRTH.

Except a man be born again, he cannot

fee the kingdom of God. (a) . There- aJohn

fore ought we to put off the old man with 3 3.

his deeds, and put on the new man, which

L
is
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10.

5. 16.

d Ver.
17.

Rom.

13. 14.

is renewed in knowledge after the image of

him that created him, and which after God

is created in righteouſneſs and true holi

bEph.4. nefs (b). For henceforth knowwe no man

33 24 after the flesh ; yea, though we have

Col. 3. known Christ after the fleſh, yet now

2 Cor. henceforth know we him no more (c) . For

if any man be in Chriſt he is a new crea

ture, old things are paffed away ; behold,

all things are become new (d). For fuch

have put on the Lord Jefus Chrift ( e) . And

are renewed in the ſpirit of their minds (f).

Eph. Sith as many as have been baptized into

Gal . Chrift, have
put on Chrift (g) . Being born

3.27 again, not of corruptible feed, but of in

corruptible, by the word of God, which

b1Pet. liveth and abideth for ever (b) . And glory

1.23. in nothing, fave in the crofs of the Lord

Jefus Chrift, by whom the world is cruci

i Gal. 6. fied unto them, and they unto the world (i).

For in Chrift Jefus, neither circumcifion

availeth any thing, nor uncircumcifion,

Ver. 5. but a new creature (k ) .

f

4. 23.

14.

1Heb. 2.

21.

ARTICLE IX.

Concerning the Unity of the Saints with

CHRIS T.

HEE that fanctifieth, and they who are

fanctified, are all of one (1) . For by

the exceeding great and precious promifes

that
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that are given them, they are made par

takers of the divine nature (m) . Becaufe

for this end prayed Chrift, they all might be

one, as the Father is in him, and be in

the Father, that they alfo might be one in

them ; and the glory which he had gotten

from the Father, he gave them, that they

might be one, even as the Father and be

is one ; Chrift in the Saints, and the Father

in Chrift, that they might be made perfect »John

in one (#). 17. 21,

22,23

m2 Pet.

I. 4

ARTICLE X.

Concerning the univerfal Love and Grace

of GOD to all.

GOD foloved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whofo

ever believeth in him fhould not perish,

but have everlaſting life (o) . And in this .Joh.

was manifefted the love of God towards 16.

us, becauſe that God fent his only begotten

Son, that we might live through him (p). 1 Joh

Sothat ifany man fin, we have an advocate 4. 9.

with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righ

teous ; and he is the propitiation for our

fins ; and not for ours only, but alſo for

the fins of the whole world (g). For by 1 Joh.

the grace of God he hath tested death for 2.1 , 2.

every man (r) .And gave himfelf a ran- 2. 9.

fom for all, to be teftified in due time (/).1 Tim.

q

r Heb.

2. 6.

L 2
Willing

•
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2. 4.

3.9.

Willing all men to be faved, and to come

1 Tim.to the knowledge of the truth (t). Not

willing that any ſhould perish, but that all

# 2 Pet. fhould come to repentance (u) . For God

fent not his Son into the world to condemn

the world, but that the world through

John him might be ſaved (x) · And Christ came a

3.17 light into the world, that whofoever be

lieveth in him, fhould not abide in dark

yCh.12. nefs (y). Therefore, as by the offence of

one, judgment came upon all men to con

demnation ; even fo by the righteouſneſs

of one, the free gift came upon all men

Rom. to juſtification of life (x) .

46.

5. 18.

ARTICLE XI.

Concerning the Light that enlighteneth

every Man.

T

23.

ΤΗHE gofpel was preached to every

aCol. I. creature under heaven (a) . Which

gofpel is the power of God unto falvation,

Rom. to them that believe (b) . And if it be hid,

1. 16. it is hid to them which are loft, in whom

the god of this world hath blinded the

minds of them which believe not, left the

light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift ſhould

c2 Cor. fhine unto them (c) . And this is the con

demnation, that light is come into the

world, and men love darkneſs rather than

John light, becauſe their deeds are evil ( d) .

4.3, 4.

3. 19.
And
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5. 11.

I

And this was the true light, which light

eneth every man that cometh into the

world (e) . By which all things that are John

reproveable, are made manifeft ; for what- 19.

foever maketh manifeſt is light (ƒ) . EveryƒEph.

one that doth evil, hateth the light, nei

ther cometh to the light, that his deeds

ſhould be reproved : but he that doeth

truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds

may be made manifeft, that they are

wrought in God (g) . And they that walk gJohn

in the light, as Chrift is in the light, have 3. 20

fellowſhip one with another, and the blood

ofJefus Chrift his Son cleanſeth them from

all fin (b). Therefore ought we to believe in b 1 Joh.

the light, while we have the light, that ¹ 7

we may be the children of the light (i). ¡John

Therefore to day, if we will hear his voice,

let us not harden our hearts (k) . For Chrift k Heb

wept over Jerufalem, faying, If thou hadſt

known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day,

the things which belong unto thy peace,

but now they are hid from thine eyes (7) . Luke

Andhe would often have gathered her chil- 19 42..

dren, as a hen gathereth her chickens ; but

they would not (m). For the ftiff-necked, m Mate

and uncircumcifed in heart and ears, do 23. 37

always refift the Holy Ghoft (n). And are Acts

of thoſe that rebel against the light (0) . 7. 5.

Therefore God's fpirit will not always ftrive

with man (p) . For the wrath of God is

revealed from heaven againſt all ungodli

12. 30.

4. 7

n

0

Job 24.

P

6. 3.

nefsL 3

13.

Gen.
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1

nefs and unrighteouſneſs of men, whohold

9 Rom. the truth in unrighteouſ
neſs (g) . Becauſe

1. 18. what is to be known of God is manifeft in
I.

r

19.

11, 12.

Ver. them; for Godhathfhewed it untothem (r). ·

Anda manifeſtation of the ſpirit is given to

f1 Cor. every man to profit withal (/) . For the

12. 7. grace of God, that brings falvation, hath

appeared to all men, teaching us, that

denying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, we

fhould live foberly, righteouſly, and godly

# Tit. 2. in this preſent world (t) . And this word of

his grace is able to build up, and give an

inheritance among all thofe that are fancti

" Acts fied (u ) . For the word of God is quick and

20. 32. powerful, and fharper than any two-edged

fword, piercing even to the dividing afun

der of the foul and fpirit, and of the joints

and marrow, and is a difcerner of the

Heb. thoughts and intents of the heart (x) .

4. 12. This is that more fure word of prophecy,

whereunto we do well that we take heed,

as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place,

until the day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe

y 2 Pet. in the heart (y ). And this is the word of

1. 19. faith which the apostles preached, which is

Rom. nigh in the mouth, and in the heart (z).

20. 8. For God, " who commanded the light to

4

1

4

fhine out of darkneſs, hath fhined in our

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge

of the glory of God in the face of Jefus

2 Cor. Chrift (a). But we have this treaſure in

earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the

power

4. 6.
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power may be of God (b) , and not ofus ; ¿ ½ Cor,

for the kingdom of God cometh not by 4. 70

obfervation, but is within us.

ARTICLE XII.

Concerning Faith and Juftification.

11. I.

6.

2. 22.

FAITH is the fubftance of things hoped

for, and the evidence of things not

feen (c) . Without which it is impoffible to Heb.

pleaſe God (d) . Therefore we are justified ver.6.

by faith, which worketh by love (e) . For e Gal. 5,

faith without works being dead, is by works

made perfect (f) . By the deeds of theƒJames

law there fhall no flesh be juſtified (g) . 2%.

Nor yet by the works of righteouſneſs g Rom.

which we have done ; but according to 3. 20.

his mercy we are faved, by the waſhing of

regeneration, and renewing of the Holy

Ghoft (b). For we are both washed, fancti- b Tit. 3.

fied and juftified in the name of the Lord 5

Jefus, and by the ſpirit of our God (i) .
i 1 Cor.

6. 21.

ARTICLE XIII.

Concerning Good Works.

IF we live after the flesh, we fhall die ;

but if we, through the fpirit, do mortify

the deeds of the body, we fhall live (k) . Rom.

For they which believe in God, muſt be

8. 3.

careful
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/Tit. careful to maintain good works ( 1) . For

3. 8. God will render to every man according to
mRom.

his deeds (m) . According to his righteous
2. 6.

judgment to them, who by patient continu

ance in well-doing, feek for glory, honour,

and immortality, eternal life : for fuch are

2Thef. counted worthy ofthekingdom ofGod (n).

1. 5. And cast not away their confidence, which

Heb. hath great recompenfe of reward (0).

10. 35. Bleffed then are they that do his command

ments, that they may have right to the

tree of life, and may enter in through the

Rev. gates into the city (p) .

22. 14.

ARTICLE XIV.

Concerning PERFECTION.

6. 14.

I, 2.

SIN fhall not have dominion over fuch

as are not under the law, but under

Rom. grace (q) . For there is no condemnation

to thofe that are in Chriſt Jefus, who walk

not after the flesh, but after the fpirit ;

for the law of the fpirit of life, maketh

Ch. 8. free from the law of fin and death (r).

For fuch are become dead unto fin, and

alive unto righteoufnefs ; and being made

free from fin, are become fervants of righ

Ch.6. teoufnefs (f) . Therefore ought we to be

Mat perfect, as our heavenly Father is perfect (†) .

For the yoke of Chrift is eaſy, and his bur

Ch.11. then is light (2 ) . And his commandments

2. 18.

5. 48.

30.

*

are
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2. 3.

6.

are not grievous ( x) . And whosoever will 1 John

enter into life, must keep the command- 5. 3.

ments (y) . Hereby do we know that wey Mat.

know God, if we keep his command- 19. 17

ments (z). He that faith, I know him, and John

keepeth not his commandments, is a liar,

and the truth is not in him (a) . Whofoever aVer.4.

abideth in him finneth not ; whofoever

finneth, hath not feen him, neither known

him (b). Let no man deceive us ; he that Ch. 3.

doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he

is righteous ; he that committeth fin is of

the Devil ; whofoever is born ofGod, doth

not commit fin ; for his feed remaineth in

him, and he cannot fin, becauſe he is born

of God (c). For not every one that faith John

Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom 9.

of heaven ; but he that doth the will of the

Father, which is in heaven (d) . Circum- d Mat.

cifion is nothing, and uncircumcifion is

nothing, but the keeping the command

ments of God (e. )

3. 7, 8,

7 21.

ARTICLE XV.

Concerning Perfeverance and Falling

from Grace.

e 'I Cor.

7. 19.

WE ought to give diligence to make

our calling and election fure, which

things if we do, we ſhall never fall (ƒ).ƒ2 Pet.

For even Paul kept under his body, and ¹ 10.

brought



[ 118 ]

b

3. 12.

broughtit intofubjection, left by any means,

when he preached to others, he himſelf

1 Cor. became a caft-away (g) . Let us therefore

9. 27. take heed, left there be in any of us an

evil heart of unbelief, in departing from

Heb. the living God (b) . Likewife let us labour

to enter into that reft, left any man fall

i Heb. after the fame example of unbelief ( i ) .

4. 11. Forit is impoffible for thoſe who were once

enlightened, and have tafted of the heavenly

gift, and were made partakers of the Holy

Ghoft, and have tafted of the good word

of God, and the powers of the world to

come, ifthey fhall fall away, to renewthem

Ch. 6. again unto repentance (k). For be that

4, 5, 6. abideth not in Chrift, is caft forth, and is

withered (1) . Yet fuch as overcome, be

15. 16. will make as pillars in the temple of his

mRev. God, and they fhall go no more out (m).

3. 12. And theſe are perfuaded, that nothing ſhall

be able to ſeparate them from the love of

Rom, God, which is in Chrift Jefus (n) .
8. 38.

1John

ARTICLE XVI.

Concerning the Church and Miniſtry.

• 1 Tim.

THE church of God is the pillar and

ground of truth (o ) . Whereofthe dear

3. 15. Son of God is the head (p). From

p Col. I.

$8. which all the body by joints and bands,

having nouriſhment miniſtered and knit

together,

*
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19.

7 I Cor.

4. II,

?

▾

together, increaſeth with the increaſe of

God (q) . Which church of God is them ? Col 2.

that are fanctified in Chrift Jefus (r). Who

when he afcended up on high, gave gifts

unto men and he gave fome apoftles,

fome prophets, fome evangelifts, fome

paftors and teachers, for the perfecting of

the faints, for the work ofthe miniſtry (/) . Eph.

Who ought to be blameleſs, vigilant, fober, 12 .

of good behaviour, given to hofpitality,

apt to teach ; not given to wine, no

ftrikers, nor greedy of filthy lucre, but

patient ; not brawlers, not covetous (t) . 1Tim.

Lovers of good men, fober, juft, holy, 3. 2, 30

temperate, holding faft the faithful word,

as they have been taught, that they may be

able by found doctrine, both to exhort and

to convince gainfayers (u) . Taking heed Tit. 1.

to themſelves and to the flock, over which

the Holy Ghoft hath made them overfeers,

to feed the church of God (x) . Taking x Aas

the overfight thereof, not by conſtraint, 20. 28.

but willingly , not for filthy lucre, but

of a ready mind ; neither as being lords

over God's heritage, but as being en

famples to the flock (y) . And fuch elders y 1 Pet.

as rule well, are to be counted worthy

of double honour, eſpecially they who la

bour in the word and doctrine (z). And ≈ 1Tim.

to be efteemed very highly in love for their 5. 17

work's fake (a). As every man hath re- a1Thef

ceived the gift, ſo ought the fame to be 5. 12 .

u

5. 2, 3.

2

miniſtered

8,9.
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II.

i

4, 5.

miniſtered ifany man ſpeak, let him ſpeak

as the oracles of God ; if any man miniſter,

let him do it as of the ability which God

61 Pet. giveth (b). Preaching the gospel, not with

4. 10, the wifdom of words, left the croſs of

1 Cor. Chriſt be made of none effect ( c) . Nor

1. 17. yet with enticing words of man's wifdom,

but in demonftration of the fpirit and of

power ; that the faith may not ſtand in the

wiſdom of men, but in the power of

Ch. 2. God (d) . Howbeit fuch ſpeak wiſdom

among them that are perfect ; yet not the

wifdom of this world, nor of the princes

of this world, which cometh to nought ;

but they ſpeak the wiſdom of God in a

myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, which

God ordained before the world to their

Ver. glory ( e) . Which things they alſo ſpeak,

6, 7. not in the words which man's wifdom

teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teach

fVer. eth (f). For it is not they that ſpeak, but

the Holy Ghoft, or fpirit of the Father,

g Mat. that fpeaketh in them (g) . Who if theyfow

10. 20. fpiritual things, ought to reap carnal

things ; for fo the Lord hath ordained,

that they which preach the goſpel, ſhould

live of the gofpel ; for the fcripture faith,

Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the

ox that treadeth out the corn ; and the

b 1 Cor. labourer is worthy of his reward (b). Yet

a neceffity is laid upon them ; yea, woe is

unto them, if they preach not the goſpel ;

13.

9. II.

14.9.

and

··

4

"
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17, 18.

34..

II.

m Ibid.

21

and their reward is, that when they preach

the gofpel, they make the goſpel of Chrift

without charge (i) . Not coveting any man's in Cor.

filver, or gold, or apparel ; but their hands 9. 16.

miniſter to their neceffities, that fo labour

ing, they may fupport the weak ; remem

bering the words of the Lord Jefus, how

he faid, It is more bleffed to give, than to

receive (k). For they are not of the greedy Aa

dogs that can never have enough (1) . Nor 20. 33,

of the fhepherds that look to their own way, lifa. 56.

every one for his gain from his quarter (m) . 11.

That feed themſelves, and not the flock (n) . Ezek.

That make the people err, biting with their 34. 8 .

teeth, and crying Peace, and preparing war

against all fuch as put not into their

mouths, teaching for hire, and divining for

money (o). Nor yet of thefe which teach Mical

things which they ought not, for filthy

lucre's fake (p) . That run greedily after 'Tit. 1.

the error of Baalam for reward, loving the

wages ofunrighteoufnefs (9) . And through 9 Pet.

covetoufnefs, with feigned words , making . 15.

merchandize of fouls (r) . Men of corrupt Ver. 3.

minds, deftitute of the truth, fuppofing

that gain is godlinefs ( ). But they know 1 Tim .

that godlinefs, with contentment, is great

gain ( ) . That having food and raiment, Ver. 6,

they are therewith content (u) .

3. 5. 11.

II.

y

4

6. 5.

¿

* Ver.8.

·

M ARTICLE
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yVer.

74.

ARTICLE XVII.

Concerning WORSHIP.

$

z

THE hour cometh, and now is, when

the true worshippers fhall worſhip

the Father in ſpirit and in truth ; for the

John Father feeketh fuch to worſhip him (x).

4. 23. God is a fpirit, and they which worship

him, muft worſhip him in fpirit and in

Truth (y). For the Lord is nigh to all

them that call upon him, to all that call

Pfalm upon him in truth (z). He is far from the

14. 18. wicked ; but he heareth the prayers of the

a Prov. righteous (a) . And this is the confidence

15. 29 that we have in him, that if we aſk any

thing according to his will, he heareth

b1 John Us (b). What is it then ? We must pray

5. 14. with the fpirit, and with the underſtanding

1 Cor. alfo (c). Likewiſe the ſpirit alſo helpeth

14. 15. our infirmities ; for we know not what we

fhould pray for as we ought ; but the

fpirit itſelf maketh interceffion for us, with

groanings which cannot be uttered and

he that fearcheth the heart, knoweth what

is the mind of the ſpirit, becauſe he maketh

interceffion for the faints, according to the

dRom. Will of God (d) .

8. 26,

27.

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE XVIII.

Concerning BAPTISM.

e

4. 5.

ƒ

ASS there is one Lord, one faith, fo there

is one baptifm (e) . Which doth alfo Eph.

now fave us, not the putting away of the

filth of the fleſh, but the anfwer of a good

confcience towards God, by the refurrec

tion of Jefus Chrift (f) . For John indeed 1 Pet.

baptized with water, but Chrift with the 3.21,

Holy Ghoſt and with fire (g). Therefore g Mate

as many as are baptized into Jefus Chrift,

are baptized into his death, and are buried

with him by baptifm into death, that like

7 as Chrift was raiſed up from the dead by

3 the glory of the Father, even ſo they alſo

ſhould walk in newneſs of life (b) . Having bRom.

put on Chriſt (i) .

3. II.

6.3, 4.

i Gal. 3.

2.7.

"
ARTICLE XIX.

Concerning eating of Bread and Wine,

waſhing of one another's Feet, ab

ftaining from Things ftrangled, and

from Blood, and anointing of the Sick

with Oil.

THE Lord Jefus, the fame night in

which he was betrayed, took bread ;

and when he had given thanks, he brake it,

and ſaid, Take eat ; this is my body which

M 2 is



[ 124 ]

24, 25.

is broken foryou ; this do in remembrance

of me : after the fame manner alfo he

took the cup, when he had fupped, faying,

This cup is the New Teftament in my

blood ; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in

remembrance of me; for as oft as ye do

eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do

1 Cor. fhew forth the Lord's death till he come (k).

11.23 Jefus knowing that the Father had given

all things into his hands, and that he was

come from God, and went to God, he arife

eth from fupper, and laid afide his gar

ments, and took a towel, and girded him

felf , after that he poureth water into a

bafon, and began to wash the difciples

feet, and to wipe them with the towel

wherewith he was girded : fo after he had

waſhed their feet, and had taken his gar

ments, and was fat down again, he faid unto

them , Know ye what I have done unto

you? Ye call me Mafter, and Lord, and ye

fay well ; for fo I am : if then I, your

Lord and Maſter, have waſhed your feet,

ye alfo ought to wash one another's feet ;

for I have given you an example, that ye

1John fhall do as I have done unto you (1) . For

13.2.4 it feemed good to the Holy Ghoft and to

15. us, to lay upon you no greater burden

than theſe neceffary things, that ye abſtain

from meats offered to idols, from blood,

and from things ftrangled, and from forni

cation ; from which, if ye keep yourſelves,

5. 12, to

ye
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m
ye do well (m). Is any man fick among ™ Acts

you ? let him call for the elders of the 15. 28,

church, and let them pray over him,

anointing him with oil (n).

29.

ARTICLE XX,

Concerning the Liberty of fuch Chriftians

as are come to know the Subſtance, as

to the uſing or not uſing of theſe Rites,

and ofthe Obfervation of Days.$

πJames

5 14

0

14. 17.

THE kingdom of God is not meat and

drink, but righteoufnefs, and peace,

and joy in the Holy Ghoſt (o). Let no Rom .

man therefore judge us in meat or drink,

or in reſpect of an holy day, or of the new

moon, or of the fabbath days (p) . For ifp Col. 2.

we be dead with Chrift from the rudiments 16.

of the world, why, as though living in

the world, are we fubject to ordinances ?

Let us not touch, or taſte, or handle, which

all are to periſh with the ufing, after the

commandments and doctrines of men (9). 9 Ver.

For now, after we have known God, or 22.

rather are known of him, whyshould we turn

again unto the weak and beggarly elements,

or defire again to be in bondage, to obferve

days and months, and times and years,

left labour have been bestowed on us in

vain (r). If one man efteem a day above Gal.4

M 3

20, to

anoth
er, 9,to 11 .
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another, another efteems every day alike ;

let every man be fully perfuaded in his

own mind : he that regardeth a day, re

gardeth it unto the Lord ; and he that

regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth

Rom. not regard it (/).
14. 5, 6.

ARTICLE XXI.

Concerning Swearing, Fighting, and

Perfecution.

IT hath been faid by them of old, Thou

fhalt not forfwear thyfelf, but ſhalt

perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but

Chrift fays unto us, Swear not at all, neither

by heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor

by the earth, for it is his footstool ; nei

ther by Jerufalem, for it is the city of the

Great King ; neither ſhalt thou fwear by

thy head, becauſe thou canst not make

one hair white or black ; but let your

communication be yea, yea ; nay, nay ;

for whatſoever is more than thefe, cometh

Mat. of evil ( ). And James charged us, Above

5. 33 all things not to fwear ; neither by hea

ven, neither by the earth, nor by any

other oath , but let your yea be yea,

and your nay, nay, left ye fall into con

James demnation (z) . Though we walk in the

5. 12. flefh, we are not to war after the flesh ;

to 37.

for
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5.

for the weapons of our warfare are not

to be carnal, but mighty through God, to

the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting

down imaginations, and every high thing

that exalts itſelf againſt the knowledge of

God, and bringing into captivity every

thought to the obedience of Chrift (x) . x 2 Cor.

For wars and fightings come out of the 10. 3, 4,

lufts, that war in the members (y ) . There- y James

fore Chrift commands, not to refift evil ; but 4 1, 2 .

whofoever will fmite thee on the right

cheek, to turn the other alfo (z) . Because x Mat.

Christians are lambs among wolves (a) . 5. 39.

Therefore are they hated of all men for 10. 3.

Chrift's fake (b) . And all that will live 6Mat.

godly in Chrift Jefus muſt fuffer perfecu- 10. 22 .

tion ( c) . Such are bleffed, for theirs is the 2 Tim.

kingdom of heaven (d). For though they a Mat.

have loft their lives, yet fhall they fave 5. 10.

them (e) . And becauſe they have confeffed e Ch.16.

Chrift before men, he will alfo confefs 25•

them before the angels of God (f) . WefLuke

ought not then to fear them which kill the 12.-8, 9

body, but are not able to kill the foul

but rather him which is able to deſtroy

both foul and body in hell (g).

a Luke

12.

;

g Mat.

10. 28.

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE XXII.

Concerning MAGISTRACY.

LET every foul be ſubject to the higher

powers ; for there is no power but

ofGod ; the powers that be, are ordained

of God. Whofover therefore refifts the

power, refiſts the ordinance of God ; and

they that refift, fhall receive to themfelves

damnation for rulers are not a terror to

good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou

then not be afraid of the power ? Do that

which is good, and thou fhalt have praiſe

of the fame ; for he is the miniſter ofGod

to theefor good : but if thou do that which

is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the

fword in vain : for he is the minifter of

God, a revenger to execute wrath upon

him that doth evil. Wherefore we muſt

needs be fubject, not only for wrath, but

alfo for confcience - fake ; for, for this

cauſe pay we alſo tribute ; for they are

God's miniſters, attending continuallyupon

this very thing : render therefore to all

their dues ; tribute to whom tribute is

due, cuſtom to whom cuftom, fear to

b Rom. whom fear, honour to whom honour (b) .

13. 1, to Therefore are weto fubmit ourſelves to every

ordinance of man for the Lord's fake ;

whether it be to the king, as fupreme.;

7.

or

19

.
יני

1
A0
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10

1

or unto governors, as unto them that are

fent by him for the puniſhment of evil

doers, and for the praiſe of them that do

well. For fo is the will of God, that with

well-doing, we may put to filence, the igno

rance of fooliſh men (k) . Yet it is right 1 Pet.

in the fight of God, to hearken unto him 2: 13,

more than unto them (1) . And though they 1 Acts 4 .

ftraightly command us not to teach in 19

Chrift's name, we ought to obey God rather

than men (m) .

to 15.

m Ch. 5.

28, 29.

ARTICLE XXIII .

Concerning the RESURRECTION.

THERE fhall be a refurrection of the

15.
dead, both of the juſt and unjuft ( n) . Ch. 24.

They that have done good, unto the

reſurrection of life ; and they that have

done evil, unto the refurrection of dam

nation (o). Fleſh and blood cannot inherit John

the kingdom of God, neither doth cor- 5 29.

ruption inherit incorruption (p). Nor is p 1 Cor.

that body fown that fhall be; but God 15. 50.

giveth it a body as it hath pleafed him,

and to every feed his own body ; it is fown

in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption :

it is fown in weakneſs, it is raiſed in power :

it is fown a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpi- 7 1 Cor.

ritual body (q).

15. 37,

38. 42,

СНАР. to 44 .
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CHAP. XVII.

A fhort Expoftulation, with an Appeal

to all other Profeffors.

A

COME, let us reafon with you, all ye

profeffors of Chriftianity, of what fort

or kind foever ; and bring forth your ca

techifms and confeffions of faith, to that

which by moſt of yourſelves is accounted

the touch-ftone or rule : and ſuffer your

felves no more to be blinded, and to err

through your ignorance of the fcriptures,

and of the power of God ; but freely ac

knowledge and confe's to that glorious

gofpel and light, which the fcriptures fo

clearly witness to, and your experience

muſt needs anſwer ; as alfo to theſe other

doctrines, which confequently depend upon

the belief of that noble and truly catholic

principle, wherein the love of God is fo

mercifully exhibited to all men, and his

juſtice and mercy do like twins fo har

moniouſly concord ; his mercy, in the oft

tendering of his love, through the ſtrivings

and wrestlings of his light, during the

day of every man's vifitation ; and his

juſtice, both in the deſtroying and cutting

away of the wicked nature and ſpirit, in

thofe that fuffer themſelves to be redeemed

through his judgments ; and in the utter

overthrow
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overthrow of fuch, who rebelling againft

the light, and doing defpite to the fpirit

of grace, hate to be reformed. Now not

only this fundamental principle is clearly

held forth in this treatife, but all thofe

that depend upon it, as the real and in

ward juftification ofthe faints, through the

power and life of Jefus revealed in them,

their full and perfect redemption from the

body of death and fin, as they grow up

by the workings and prevalency of his

grace ; and yet, left fecurity fhould enter,

there is great need of watchfulneſs, in that

they may even depart after they have really

witneffed a good condition, and make fhip

wreck of the faith, and of a good con

fcience, with all the parts of the doctrine

of Chrift, as they lie linked together like a

golden chain, which doth very much evi

dence the certainty and virtue of truth

above all herefies, error, and deceit, how

ever fo cunningly gilded with the fpecious

pretences thereof ; for truth is intire in all

its parts, and confonant to itſelf, without

the leaft jar, having a wonderful coherence

and a notable harmony, ahfwering together

like the ftrings of a well-tuned inſtrument ;

whereas the principles of all other pro

feffors, though in fome things moft of

them come near, and divers acknowledge

that which is truth ; yet in moft things

they ftray from it, fo that their principles

greatly
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greatly contradict and jar one againſt ano

ther ; and though they may alledge fcrip

ture for fome of their principles, yet they

are put ftrangely to wreft it, and to deny it

for others. My appeal then to, and expo

ftulation with, all forts of profeffors , is not

to prove fome one or two points by the

fcriptures (for there befome general notions

oftruth, which moft (if not all) agree to)

but the whole body of our principles, as

they ſtand in relation to each other, which

none ofthem all is able to do ; for, among

the many profeffors, their catechifms and

confeffions of faith, I find none (fave the

difpenfation of truth, now again revealed)

but fuch as in moſt of their fubftantial prin

ciples differ greatly, and in many contra

dict grofsly the plain text and tenor of the

fcripture. I confefs there be certain men

in this age, who, with fome plaufible ap

pearance of reality, undertake this taſk :

theſe are they which join with, and own

not only any imbodied people ; but while

they pretend a general love to all, yet find

fault with fome part of
every

fort ; while

in the mean time they ſcarce can give any

account of their own religion, and moſt of

them prove at bottom to have none at all.

Theſe men, I fay, may perhaps acknow

ledge fome general truths, and alſo hold

to the letter of the fcripture in fome other

things, fo as thereby to take occafion

largely

ةم
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largely to judge others, while themſelves

offer not to bring thefe good things to

practice, they blame others for the want

or neglect of but fuch an enterprize

from theſe men, will not (when weighed)

prove a fulfilling of this matter ; feeing

it is not enough to acknowledge many

truths, but alſo to deny and witneſs againſt

all error ; and likewife, not to fall fhort

of any truth which ought to be acknow-

ledged whereas thefe fort of men, for

the most part, cannot give account of

their faith in many things needful to bé

believed ; and whatever things they may

acknowledge to be true, they err moft

grievously, and contradict a truth moſt

needful to be minded and anfwered, as is

proved hereto, in that they ſtand not forth.

to appear for any of thefe difcoveries they

pretend they have ; but make a fhift to

hide their heads in times of trial, fo as

not to fuffer for, nor with any. And

throughthefe fine pretences above mention

ed, through their fcruples of joining with

any, they can cunningly fhun the difficul

ties of perfecutions that attend the parti

cular fect of Chriftians ; and yet by their

general charity and love to all , claim a

hare in any benefits or advantages that

accrue to one and all. Such then cannot

honeſtly lay claim to juftify their principles

and practices from the fcriptures. But I

leaveN

"
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leave theſe ftraglers in religion, and come

again to the divers fects.

To begin with thoſe that are moſt nume

rous I think I need not ſay much to the

Papiſts in this cafe ; for they do not fo

much as pretend to prove all their dogma's

by the fcriptures ; fith it is one of their

chief doctrines, That tradition may autho

rize doctrines, without any authority of

fcripture yea, the council of Conftance

hath made bold to command things to

be believed, Non obftante fcriptura, i. e.

though the fcriptures fay the contrary ;

and indeed it were their great folly, to

pretend to prove their doctrines by fcrip

ture, feeing the adoration of faints and

images, purgatory, and prayer for the

dead, the precedency of the biſhop of

Rome, the matter of indulgencies, with

much more ſtuff of that kind, hath not

the leaſt ſhadow offcripture for it.

Among Proteftants, I know the Socini

ans are great pretenders to the ſcriptures,

and in words as much exalt them as any

other people ; and yet it is ftrange to fee,

how that not only in many things they are

not agreeable to them ; but in fome of their

chief principles quite contrary unto it, as

in their denying the divinity of Chriſt,

which is as exprefsy mentioned as any thing

can be, And the word was God, John i.

As alfo in denying his being from the

beginning,

4
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beginning, againſt the very tenor of that

of John i. and divers other, as at large is

ſhewn in the third chapter in this treatiſe.

Divers other things, as to them, might be

mentioned ; but this may fuffice, to ſtop

their boaſting in this matter.

TheArminians are not more fucceſsful in

their denying the falfe doctrine of abfolute

reprobation, and in afferting the univerfal

extent of Chrift's death for all, than they

are fhort in not placing this falvation in

that fpiritual light, wherewith man is.

enlightened by Chrift ; but wrongfully

afcribing a part of that to the natural will

and capacity, which is due alone to the

grace and power of God, by which the.

work is both begun, carried on, and ac

compliſhed. And herein they, as well as

both the Socinians and Pelagians, though

they do well in condemning their errors,

yet they mifs, in fetting up another, and not

the truth, in place thereof ;, and in that re

ſpect are justly reproved by ſuch ſcriptures

as their adverfaries (who otherwiſe are as far

wrong as they) bring against them, in fhew

ing the depravity of man's will by nature,

and his incapacity to do any good, but as

affifted by the grace of God fo to do.

On the other hand, it is ſtrange to ob

ferve, how many Proteftants (the first arti

cle of whofe confeffion of faith, is to affert

the fcripture to be the only rule) ſhould

deny
N 2
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deny the univerſal extent of Chrift's death,

contrary to the exprefs words offcripture,

which faith, He tafted death for every man ;

or the univerfality of grace, and a fuffi

cient principle ; which the fcriptures af

fert in as many pofitive words as, except

we fuppofe the pen-men intended another

thing than they spoke, it was poffible to

do, viz. A manifeftation of the fpirit is

given to every man to profit withal : the

grace of God, that bringeth falvation, bath

appeared unto all men ; and many more

before mentioned. The like may be faid of

their denying the perfection of the faints,

and afferting the impoffibility of anyfalling

away from real beginnings of true and

faving grace, contrary to fo many exprefs

fcriptures, as are heretofore adduced in their

proper place. But, to give all that defire to

be undeceived, a more full opportunity to

obferve how the Devil has abuſed many,

pretending to be wife, in making them

cloak, with a pretence offcripture, falfe and

pernicious doctrines ; I fhall take a few of

many inftances out of the confeffion of

faith and catechifm, made bythe divines at

Weftminſter (fo called) becauſe the fame

is not only moft univerfally received and:

believed by the people of Britain and Ire

land, but alſo containeth upon the matter,

the faith of the French churches, and of

moft others, both in the Netherlands, and

elſewhere ;

t
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elſewhere ; that it may appear what wild

confequences thefe men have fought, both

contrary to the naked import of the words,

and to all common fenfe and reaſon, to

cover fome oftheir erroneous principles.

CHA P. XVIII.

A fhort Examination of fome of the

Scripture- Proofs alledged by the Di

vines at Weſtminſter, to prove divers

Articles in their Confeffion of Faith,

and Catechifm...
30

IT is not in the leaft my defign in this

chapter, to offer fo large an examina

tion of any of their articles, as might be

done, nor yet of fo many as are very ob

vious ; but only of two or three, to give

the reader a taste of them, for example's

fake, whereby, as ex ungue leonem, he may

judge of moſt of all the reft, if he will

be at the pains narrowly to look over

and examine them.

I fhall begin with the firſt chapter,

Sect . 1. where they affert two things :

firft, That God has committed his will now

wholly to writing. Secondly, That the for

mer ways of God's revealing his will, as by

immediate revelation, are are now ceafed. The

fcriptures they bring to prove it, are firſt,

N 3 Prov
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Prov. xxii. 19, 20, 21. Ver. 19. That

thy truft may be in the Lord, I have made

known unto thee this day, even to thee. Ver.

20. Have not I written to thee excellent

things in counfels and knowledge ? Ver. 21.

That I might make thee know the certainty of

the words of truth, that thou mighteſt anſwer

the words of truth to them that fend unto thee.

Luke i. 3, 4. Ver. 3. It feemed good to

me alfo, having bad perfect understanding of

all things from the very first, to write unto

thee, in order, most excellent Theophilus, that

thou mighteſt know the certainty of these

things wherein thou hast been inftructed.

Rom. xv. 4. For whatſoever things were writ

ten aforetime, were written for our learning,

that we through patience and comfort of the

fcriptures, might have hope. Mat. iv . 4. 7.

10. But he answered, andſaid, It is written,

Manfhall not live by bread alone, but by every

word that proceedeth but of the mouth ofGod.

Ver. 7. Jefus said unto him, It is written

again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

Ver. 10. Then faid Jefus unto him, Get thee

bence, Satan ; for it is written, Thou shalt

worship the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt

tbou ferve. Ifa. viii . 19, 20. Ver. 19. And

when theyshall fay unto you, Seek unto them

that have familiar fpirits, and unto wizards,

that peep and that mutter : Should not a people

feek unto their God ? For the living to the

dead? To the law and to the teftimony, if

& they
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they speak not acccording to this word, it is

because there is no light in them.

But is it not matter of admiration, that

men fhould be fo befide themſelves, as to

imagine thefe teftimonies do in the leaſt

prove their affertion ; or that others, that

do not take things merely upon truft,

would be fo foolish as to believe them ?

For, though God made known, and wrote

excellent things to Solomon ; thoughLuke

wrote unto Theophilus, an account of

divers tranſactions of Chrift's outward

abode ; For many were never written. John

xxi. 25. and xx . - 30 . And there are alſo

many other things which Jefus did, the which,

if theyfhould be written every one, I fuppofe,

that even the world itfelf could not contain

the books that should be written. And many

otherfigns truly did Jefus in the prefence ofhis

difciples, which are not written in this book.

Though Chrift made ufe of divers fcrip

tures against Satan, and that Ifaiah di

rected people to the law, and to the tefti

mony; who will fay, it naturally follows

from thence, that God has now committed

his will wholly to writing ? Such a con

fequence is no more deducible from the

fcriptures, than if I fhould argue thus :

The divines of Weftminfter have afferted

many things without ground, therefore

they had ground for nothing they faid.

Nay, it follows not by far fo naturally,

ſeeing

4
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feeing after the writing of all thefe paffages,

by them cited, according to their own

judgment, there were divers ſcriptures

written ; fo that it had been falfe for them

to affert, that God had then committed -

his counſel wholly to writing, which in

deed was not true : fo it is moft irrational

and unwarrantable for any to draw fuch a

a ftrange and ftrained confequence from

their words .

For the fecond, That theformer ways were

now ceafed, they alledge, 2 Tim . iii. 15 .

where Paul writes toTimothy, faying, That

from a child, he (Timothy) hath known the

boly fcriptures, which were able to make him

wife unto falvation through faith, which is

in Chrift Jefus. And Heb. i . 1 , 2. God,

who at fundry times, and in divers manners,

fpake in times paft unto the fathers by the

prophets, bath in thefe last days Spoken unto

us by his Son, whom he hath appointed beir

of all things, by whom also be made the

worlds. 2 Pet. i . 19. We have alfo a more

ure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well

that ye take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth

in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the

day-ftar arife in your hearts.

Which prove the matter as little as the

former if Paul had intended by that to

Timothy, what thofe divines would have,

would not they have made the apoſtle

fpeak a manifeft untruth, feeing they them

felves
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felves acknowledge, that John's revelation.

was written long after ? So that theſe

former ways were not then ceaſed . As for

that of Peter, it is to beg the thing in

queftion, to fay, it is intended of the fcrip

ture , and though it were, it proves not

the cafe at all. That of the Hebrews is fo

far from afferting the matter they would

have it, that it may be very aptly brought

to prove the quite contrary , for God in

deed fpeaks to us now by his Son but

to infer from thence, that the Son ſpeaks.

only to us by the fcriptures, remains yet

unproved and for the apoftle to have

there afferted it, had been falſe ; feeing

the revelations, which he and others after

wards had, were inward, and fo fuch were

not ceafed. And if we may truft the fame

apoſtle better than theſe men, he tells us,

That fo foon as Chrift was revealed in him,

be went straight and obeyed. And the fame

apoſtle tells us, That except Chriſt be in us,

we are reprobates ; furely he is not dumb

in us, feeing he fays, He will dwell in us,

and walk in us, and be with us to the end of

the world. And John tells us, That the

inward anointing is to teach us all things ;

fo that we need not, as to any abfolute

neceffity, any man to teach us : how then

is this ceaſed, ſeeing God fpeaks to us by

Chriſt, and Chrift muſt be in us ? Surely

theſe men have not herein followed the

rule

1
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1

rule of the fcriptures ; but rather endea

voured moft grofsly to wreft them, and

make of them a nofe of wax, notwith

ftanding their pretences as to the contrary

in their fixth fection, where they fay, All

things neceffary are either expressly fet down,

or by good and neceffary confequences , may be

deduced. Now that theſe two former affer

tions are not exprefsly fet down, they will

not deny ; whether they follow byfound

confequence, any underſtanding man may

judge, by what is aboye obferved..

There are divers other things in the fame.

chapter, which will not abide the teft, for

which the fcripture proofs, as alledged by

them, are moſt ridiculous ; yet for brevity

fake, I have omitted..

In Chap. 21. Sect. 7. where they ſay,

That the fabbath from the refurrection of

Chrift, was changed into the first day of the

week, which, in fcripture (ſay they) is called

the Lord's day, and is to be continued to the

end of the world as the Chriftian fabbath. In

which they affert three things.

First, That the first day of the week is

come in place of the feventh for a fabbath :

Toprove which they alledge, 1 Cor. xvi. 1 ,

2. Now concerning the collection for the faints,

as I have given order to the churches of

Galatia, even fo do ye : Upon the first day of

the week, let every one of you lay by him in

Store, as God hath profpered him, that there

be
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be no gathering when I come.
Acts. xx. 7.

And upon the first day ofthe week, when the

the difciples came together to break bread, Paul

preached to them, ready to depart on the mor

row, and continued his fpeech until midnight.

That theſe proofs affert not the thing

exprefsly, we need not, I fuppofe, difpute.

Now to fay, that becauſe Paul defired the

Corinthians to lay fomewhat by them in

ftore that day ; or becauſe he broke bread,

and continued his fpeech until midnight ,

therefore the firſt day of the week is come

in place of the fabbath, is a confequence

more remarkable for its fottiſhneſs, than

to be credited for its foundneſs : indeed to

make ſo folemn an article of faith, as theſe

men would have the morality of the firſt

day of the week to be, would need a more

pofitive and exprefs authority. The text

doth clearly enough tell the reaſon of the

difciples meeting fo frequently, and of

Paul's preaching fo long, becauſe he was

ready to depart to-morrow ; it fpeaks not

a word of its being fabbath .

Their fecond affertion , That the first day

ofthe week is therefore called the Lord's day,

is drawn yet more ftrangely from that of

Rev. i. 10. I was in the ſpirit on the Lord's

day, and beard behind me a great voice, as

of a trumpet ; whereas no particular day

of the week is mentioned fo for them

to fay, John meaned the first day of the

week,
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week, hath no proof but their own bare

affertion .

For their third affertion That it is to

be continued to the end of the world, as the

Chriftian fabbath, they alledge theſe fcrip

tures, Exod. xx. 8. 10, 11. Remember the

fabbath-day to keep it holy ; but the ſeventh

day is the fabbath of the Lord thy God ; in

it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy

fon, nor thy daughter, thy man-fervant, nor

thy maid-fervent, nor thy cattle, nor thy

franger which is within thy gates ; for in

fix days the Lord made heaven and earth,

the fea, and all that in them is, and rested

the feventh day ; wherefore the Lord blefed

the fabbath day, and hallowed it. Ifa. Ivi.

2. 4. 6, 7. Mat. v. 17, 18. Think not that

I am come to deftroy the law and the prophets ;

I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil ; for

verily, I fay unto you, till heaven and earth

pafs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wife paſs

from the law, till all be fulfilled.

8

If they prove any thing, they muſt

needs prove the continuance of the feventh

day, feeing in all the law there is no

mention made of the firſt day of the week

being a fabbath. If theſe may be reckoned

good and found confequences, I know no

abfurdities fo great, no herefies fo dam

nable, no fuperftitions fo ridiculous , but

may be cloaked with the authority of

fcripture.

In
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In their 27th chapter, and the firft,

ſecond, and third fections, they ſpeak at

large of the definition and nature of facra

ments ; but in all the fcriptures they bring,"

there is not one word of facraments : the

truth is, there was a good reafon for this

omiffion ; for fuch a thing is not to be

found in all the bible. For them to al

ledge, that the thing fignified is to be found

in fcripture (though that be alfo a begging

of the queſtion) will not excufe fuch, who

elſewhere aver, the whole counsel of God is

contained in the fcripture, to forfake and re

ject the tenor thereof, and fcrape out of

the rubbiſh of the Romifh tradition, for

that which is reckoned by themſelves fo

ſubſtantial a part of their faith.

2

In their fourth fection they affert two

things ; first, That there are two onlyfacra

ments under the gofpel. Secondly, That theſe

two are baptifm and the fupper..

To prove which, they alledge, Mat.'

xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghoft . 1 Cor. xi. 20. 23. When ye come

together therefore into one place, this is not to

eat the Lord's Supper : for I have received

of the Lord, that which alfo 1 delivered unto

you, that the Lord Jefus the fame night in

which he was betrayed, took bread. I Cor.

iv. 1. Let a man fo account ofus, as ofthe

O
minifters
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minifters of Chrift, and stewards of the

myfteries of God, Heb. v. 4. And no man

taketh this honour to himself, but he that is

called of God, as was Aaron.

Now granting there were fuch a thing

as facraments, to be folemnly performed,

all that thefe fcriptures will prove is, that

thefe two were appointed to be perform

ed ; but that there are only two, or that

thefe are they (which is the thing afferted,

and incumbent to be proved) there is not

the leaft fhadow of proof alledged ; for,

according to their own definition of a fa

crament, in the larger catechifm , where

they fay, The parts of a facrament are two ;

the one an outward and fenfible fign, uſed ac-̀

ccrdingto Chrift's own appointment ; the other,

an inward and fpiritual grace thereby figni

fied: both the washing of one another's

feet, and the anointing of the fick with

oil, doth anſwer to it, and many other

things fo that the probation of a facra

ment at all, or of their being two, ſeven,

yea, or feventy, is all alike eafy ; feeing

neither name nor number is to be found.

in the fcripture, they being the mere.con-

ceits and inventions of men. And yet

is marvellous to fee, with how great con

fidence ſome men do affert the fcripture to

be their rule, while they build up fo con

fiderable parts of their doctrine, without

the leaft fcripture foundation .

:

it

Thus
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Thus I thought fit to pitch upon theſe

three, viz. the fcriptures, fabbaths, and fa

craments, becauſe theſe be three of the

main things for which the Quakers are

chiefly cried out againft, and accuſed, as

believing erroneously concerning them.

Now what we believe concerning theſe

things, and how agreeable our testimony

herein is to the fcriptures, is heretofore

fufficiently demonftrated : alfo how little

fcripture-proof thefe have for their con

trary affertions to us in theſe things,

notwithſtanding their great pretences to

fcripture, will alſo appear to the unbiaffed

reader.

ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER.

NOTE, reader, that I have here through

out made ufe of the laſt common

tranflation of the bible ; and if I would

have made ufe of the Hebrew and Greek,

I could have produced divers other very

clear fcriptures, which in the common

tranflation are corrupted and perverted ;

but I chooſed rather to do thus, that our

oppofers might fee I took no advantage

that way ; and alfo, that all that can but

read, may find the places cited in their

own bibles.

FIN I S.
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