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THE
PRETFAC E

"NHE Goop ARMELLE bas been beard of far and
aide. Her Lifc has bean avritien at lasge, cos-
taining [everal bandred pages, tranflated into warios
banguages, and publifbed almoff in-all parts of Europe,
&y perfons of various perfuafions.. Her decp, folid, un-
affelled Piety, bas yecommended ber to thofe of all dero-
minations, who regarded: not mere opinions, but the ge-
suine work of God ; Righteoufnefs, Peace, and Joy
in the Holy Ghoft.
2 But it is impoffible to give fo full an account of the
&ood young Woman, whofe flation in life was the fame
Jor fome sears. She bad no fuch direBor of ber comjii-
ence, who awas informed (like thefe in the Roman
Church) of the minuteff particulars, relating either to

ber internal or external walking with God. And fhe

awrote no circumflantial account of berfelfy We have
only fome hints occafionally awritten, eitber for ber owon
private ufe, or thefatisfallion of ber friends. And the

greateft Z_art ewen of ber lettersareloff :  particularly of”
ic

% which fbe took the moff pains in writing,. So that
t follosvs is little more than fragments.

¢¢ But though they’re linle, they are golden fands,”

In feveral refpefls not inferior to any thing in the life of
Armelle Nicholas: in others greatly fuperior thereto.
For firfl, all here is genvine : avbich I fear is not the
cafc in the account given us of Armelle, For avords
arethere put into ber mouth, avhich 1 think fbe conld not

A2 poffidly.
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pofibly utter.  For inflance.  She is made to fay, ¢ I
bad always fuch a fenfe of my fins, that I never felt
pride in my life.” Could anyone born of a woman fay
this ? Is it not an embellifbment added by her bifiorian ?
3. Secondly, AUl bere is ftrong, fterling fenfe,
Sriétly agreeable to found reafon. Here are no extra-
aagant fiights, no myflic reveries, no unfcriptural en-
thufiafm. ~ The fentiments are all juff and noble ; the re-
Jult of a fue natural underflanding, cultivated by con-
werfation, thinking, reading, and true chriftian expe-
rience. At the fame time they [foew an beart as well im-
proved &s the anderflanding 5 truly devoted to God, and
Silled in a wery uncommon degrecy with the emtire fruit
of bis Stirit.
4. Thivdly, This firong genuine fenfe is expreffed in
Such a ftile, as wone would expeét from a young fervant
maid: a file fimple amd artlejs in the highofl drgree,
but likewifs clear, lively, proper : every pbrafe, every
aword being fo avell chofin, yea and fo well placed, that
it is not eafy to mend . And fuch an inexpreffible iweet-
nefs rans through the avhole, as Art awould in wain
Srive ta imitate,
8o Jank CooPER wvrote, and /?ah, and lived !
T hou shat readefl, go and do likewife !
e
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SOME ACCOUNT OF
THE

L I'FE and .D E A4 TH

O F:

JANE COOPER.

‘

1. T ANE COOPER was-born at Hisgbam in the -
J County of Norfolt, in the year 1738. Her fa-
ther died when fhe was very young, and fome time
affer, her mother married again.  She was a daughter
of - afliion from her childhood ; .her father-in-law
meeting with many misfortunes: but rather than be
burdenfome to any, when fhe was about twenty years
of age, fhe chofe to goout to fervice. TForthis pure-
pofe the came to London, and undertook to do all work
in a fmall family. What f{weetened all her Libour
was, that fhe had frequent opportunities of hearing
what fhe believed to be the pure gofpel. But after
fome months, the judged it {;eft to-leave this place,
tho’ much againft the%eﬁre of her mafter. She then
lived with a gentlewoman in Pall Mall, who for a
confiderable time, ufed her mote like a companion
than a fervant. Her miftrefs afterwards removing to
Brentford, the remained with her till Spring; 1762, .

though exceedingly to the prejudice of her health,
"A 3 which -
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which continuiily decaved. When fhe quitted Braat-
JSord, finding her ftrength fo entirely loft that fhe was
no longer capable of fervice, fhe hired a lodging in
Loandon, by the advice of her friends, defigning to
work plain-work : but before the fettled, fhe took a
journey in‘o Norfoik, to vifit her friends and rela-
tions. Partof the time fhe was in the country was
fpent at Norwich, where fhe indeed ¢¢ lived as an an-
gel here below,” comforting the fick and affliCted,
fupporting the weak, lifting up: the hands that bung
down, confirming the wavering, and in every poffible
way, win:firing to the beirs of falvatiosn.

2. O1 her fpirityal experience during this time,
we have no account, but in fome of her letters, and
in her diary: part of which runs thus: (it is dated
Fan. 16, 1762.) )

« 1 received peace in believing four years ago. For
fome time after, I felt no fin, and thought I never
fhould any more: how far it was owing to my own
unfaithfulnefs, I cannot tell ; but it was not long, be-
fore 1 found my inward parts were very wickednefs.
1 was amazed to feel that notwithftanding this, I lov-
ed Him who died for me, that I ftill retained-my con-
fidence in God, acd had the witnefs in myfelf, that I
was a child of God. But withal I thought, I fhould
always have a carnal mind, which would fometimes
be at enmity svith Ged. .

¢¢ In this belief I continued, till about two years
dgo, God brought me to hear the wwhole gofpel. Not
long after, thole words were continually on my mind;
Ouce bave 1 kea-d, y-a twice bath God fpoken, that
posver belengesh ni: - God; and 1 was deeply convinced
that I had in effet denied his power. Even after I had
tafted hislove, I limited the Holy One of Zfrael: And
from this time 1 begin to plead the promifes of fanc-
tification: but fiill fet them atadiftance, fuppofing
the accomplitme~ of thom to be arar off.

¢ In M chtc’. wing 1 heard aletter read from one
who-had enter-. :nto the reft cf the people of God.

It defcribed a happinefs in religion, which I wasa -

firapger
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firanger to: I was much ftirred up to feek after it,.
and was determined to wreftle with God till I prevail-
ed. One day in prayer, that promife wus applied,
Tbe Lord whom you feek Jhall fuddenly come to bis tem>

ple.  From that time I expecied him, in every means
1 ufed, to come and deftroy the works of the devil : F
was agonizing with God in family prayer, when he

gave me power to venture upon Jefus, as of God made
unto me wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanélification and
redemption. He fpoke into my heart, *¢ The Lord,

even the king of Zfrael is in the midft of thee ; and
the enemies thou hafl feen this day, vhou JEalt fee them no-
more for ever.” From this time I have rejoiced indeed,

and yet loathed myfelf in my own fight: I feel no-
defire but to pleate him, and know of nothing in me
that is not fubjeted to Jefus; I depend upon him
every moment, as my advocate with the Father: L
daily feel my coming fhort of what I would be, yet
without any condemnation. The blood of fprinkling
fpeaks me clean.. Indeed if I could perform the obe-
dience I defire, I fhould fill be athamed before him.”™

3. In the midft of various outward trials, her foul:
was now kept as a watered garden.  She was Jfatisfied
aith the favour, and full of the bleffing of the Lord: She'
enjoyed deep communion with God, and that without
any interruption : fhe fought for and found direGtion
from him, in every circumfltance of life, She truly
proved him to be her counfellor, who inftructed her
by his fmall ftill voice. She walked continually in
his prefence, and felt her foul always approved of
him. She ufed to fay, ¢ Would Jefus on this or the
other occafion, have atted or fpokenthus ?”” And this-
rule fhe fteadily copied after,.in all her life and con-
verfation, She knew a little of what our Lord meant:
when he faid, The Fatber avhich dwelleth in me, be doth
the works. To his will fhe was entirely given up,
in ficknefs and health, eafe and pain.

4. .In the beginning of November, fhe feemed to-
have.a forefight of what was coming upon her, and.
ufed frequently to fing thefe words.

. ¢ When
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¢ \When pain o'er this weak flefb prevails,
With lamb-like patience arm my breaft.”

And when fhe feat to let e know fhe was ill, fhe
wmte in her note, ¢¢ 1 fuffer the will of Jefus. All
be fends is fwcetened by his love. I am as happy,
as if-1 heard a voice fay,

For me my elder Brethren ftay,
And angels beckon me away,
And Jefus bids me come.”

5. Upon my telling her, ¢ I can’t chufelife or
death tor you,”
it was his will, I might dic fiitt ; and he told me,.
you fhould furvive me, and that you fhould clofe my
eves.” When we perceived it was the Sinall Pox, I
faid to her, ¢ My dear, you wont be frighted if we-
tell you what is your ditemper.”, She faid, I
can’t be frighted at bis will.”

6. The dittemper foon was very lxeavd' vpon her ;-

But fo much the more was her faith firengthened.

Tucjiday, Nowv. 16, She faid to me, ¢¢ I havebeen .

worfhipping with you before the throne in a glorious.
manner, my foul was fo let into God.” 1 faid,.

¢ Did the Lord give you any particular promife 2"

¢¢ No, replied fhe, it was all
‘That facred awe that dares not move,
And all the filent heaven of love.

7. Wedaefday 17. Mrs. C. faid to her; ¢ Isthere

any thing you think me particularly deficient in
She anfwered, * No, Love. He will guide you by
his eye, and be your only counfellor. All around
%'ou is God and heaven. You little know, how dear-
é Jefus loves you.” To Mr. M. fhe faid, ** I thank
od for your preaching. You muft ftill preach fim-.
ple faith.  Man will defpife you, but God will love
vou; and yourfelf muft believe.” On Thurfday, up-.
on iy afking, ¢ What have you to fay to me #” She.
faid, ‘¢ Nay, nothing but what you know already,.
God is love.” 1 afked, * Have you any particular
promife?’” She replied, ¢ I don’t feem to wantany.
I can live without, I fhall die a lump of deformil:y,.
ut

N

fhe iuid, ¢ I afged the Lord, that if"

—
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but fhall meet you all glorious: and mean time, ‘1
fhall ftill have fellowthip with your fpirit.”

8. When Mr. M- came again, he afked,
¢¢ What fhe thought the moft excellent wvay to walk
in, and what were it’s chief hindrances ?” She an-
fwered, *¢ The greateft hindrance is generally from
the natural conftitution. It was mine to be referved,
to be very quiet, to fuffer much, and to fay littles
Some may think one way more excellent, and fome
another. But the thing is, to live in the will of
‘God. For fome months paft, when1 have been pe-
culiarly devoted to this, I have felt fuch a guidance
of his fpirit, and the unction avhich I have received
from the Holy One, has fo tanght me of all things, that
I needed not any man jhould teach me, fawve as this
anointing teacheth.”” ‘

¢« When you fpeak vpon acquaintance with Jefus,
itis food tothe foul. Knd when you preach of de-
votednefs to God and living to him, it is the joy of
one’s heart.” He atked, *¢ Have you any convic-
tion you fhall die > She anfwered, *¢ No; only from
the diforder. But I fecl his will fo precious to me,
that it is impoffible for me to chufe.” He faid, «“ We
leave youin the Lord’s hands.” She faid, ¢« We
fhall meet above. I have ne doubt of it.”

-~ 9. On Friday morning, fhe faid, ¢¢ I believe I fhall
die.” She then fat up in her bed and faid, ¢ Lord,
1 blefs thee that thou art ever witlhr me, and all thou

“haftismine. Thy love is greater than my weaknefs,

greater than my helpleine(s, greater than my un-

worthinels. Lord, thou fayif to corruption thou art.

my fiffer ! And glory be to thee, O Jefus, thouart
my brother ! Let me comprebend with all faints, the
length, and breadth, and depth, and height of thy
Jove ! Blefs thefe: ‘(fome that were prefent) let
them be every momgnt execifed in all things, as
thou wouldft have them to be. ”

10. Some hours after, it feemed as if the agonies
of death were juft coming upon her. But her face
was full of finiles of triumph, and fhe clapped her
hands for joy. Mrs. G faid, ‘¢ My dear, you are

more
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more than conqueror, through the blood of the
Lamb.” Sheanfwered, ¢ Yes, O yes, {weet Jefus,
O death where is thy fting?” She thenlay as ina
doze for fometime.  Afterwards fhe ftrove to fpeak,
but could not. Howerver fhe teftified her love, by
fhaking hands with all in the room. Then fhe took
Mifs. M~—'s hand, with Mrs. €. and Mrs. D—"s,
and put them to her heart,

11. The Apothecary foon camein, She firove to
fpeak to him, but had not utterance. One afked of
the Lond, to give her power to fpeak : and in a few
moments fhe fpoke dittinctly. Immediately the ex-
horted him te bclieve. He faid, ¢ I hope I do.”
¢ Do you then, replied fhe earnefily, find in Chrift
all you want? Youmay. And 1 want you tobe hap--

now. Why won't you believe, when Chrift hasg

iven all his divinity to fave you i He ftarted, and
faid, ¢ I hope I thall.” ¢ Hope! faid fhe, that is
not the thing.  The bope of 1he bypocrite fhall perlib..
Indeed you are not an hypocrites Yet unlefs you:
arc on the rock, when the winds and floods come,
your building will not ftand. .

1s. Mr. . thencame. She faid, ¢ Sir, I did
not know that I fhould: live to fee you. But T am
glad the Eord has given me this opportunity, and
likew ife power to fpeak to you. I love you. You
Bave always preached the fri?sf doftrine. And It
Joved to fz;llow . Do fo flill, whoever ¥ pleafed
or difpleafed.” He atked, ¢ Do you mow believe
you are faved from fin? She faid, ¢ Yes. I have
had nodoubt of it for many months. That I ever
had, was becaufe I- did pot abide in the faith, I
now feel, 1 have kept the faith: and perfad booe
cafleth ont all fear.” Mr. W, faid, ¢ Loving faith
is all.,” She anf{wered, ¢ Ah Sir, I never had a
grain of faith but what brought love, and I never
had any love but by faith. As to you, the Lord.
promifed me, zour Intter works fhould exceed your
fornrer, though 1 do not live to fee it.” He faid,
¢ Perhaps the Lord muy reftore you.” She faid,
¢ His will be done. I have been a great Estdufiaft

(as
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(#s they term it) thefe fix months; but neverlived (o
aear the heart of Chyift in my life.  You, Sir, de-
fire to comfort the hearts of thoufands. Comfort
the hearts of hundreds, by following that fimplicity
your foul loves.” ‘

13. To one who receivéd the love of God under
her prayer, fhe faid, ¢ I fecl I have not followed a
cunningly devifed fable ; for Iam as happy asI can
- live. Do you prefs on, and flop not fhort of the
mark.” To Mifs M——s the faid, ¢ Love Chrif.
#He loves you. -1 believe I fhall fee you at the right
“hand of God. But asone flar differs from another fiar
in glory, fo fball it be in the refurrection. I chargeyou,
in the prefence of God, meet me at that day all-
glorious within, Avoid all conformity to the world.
‘Youare robbed of many of your privileges. Iknow,
1 fhall be found blamelefs. Do yox labour to be
found of him in peace, without fpot.”

14. Saturday morning, fhe prayed nearly as follows.
¢¢ I know, Lord, my li?e is prolonged, only to do thy
will; and tho’ I fhould never eat or drink more, (fhe
had not f{wallowed any thing for near eight and
tweaty hours) thy willbe done. I am willing to be
kept fo a twelvemonth : man liveth not by bread alone.
1 praife thee that thereis not a fhadow of complaining
in our fireets. In that fenfe we know not what fick-
nefs means. Indeed, Lord, neither life, nor death,
nor things prefent, nor things to come, no nor any crea-
Bare fball fiparate us from thy love one moment. Blefs
thefe, that there may beno lack in their fouls. I
believe there fhall not. I pray in faith.”

On Senday and Monday fhe was light-headed, but
fenfible at times. Itthen plainly appeared her heart
was ftill in heaven, One faid to her, ¢ Jefus is
{our mark.” She replied, ¢ I have but one mark.

am all fpiritual.” Mifs M. faid to her, * You
dwell in ” She anfwered, ¢ Altogether.”
A perfon afked her, ¢ Do youlove me ?” Sghe faid,
¢¢ O, I love Chrift: I love my Chrift.” ‘To ano-
ther fhe faid, ¢¢ I fhall not long be here. l&efus ia
precious, very precioys indeed,” She faidto ifsT dll;{.

: (13 o
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% The Lord is ver . He k my foul
above all.” For ﬁfre’:'engol?gun befor:q:;e dizd, fhe
was in ftrong convulfions. Her fufferings were
extreme. One faid, ¢ You are made perfe&t thro’
fufferings.” She faid, ¢ More and more fo.” Af-
ter lying quiet fome time, fhe faid, ¢ Lord, thou
art ftrong !” Then paufing a confiderable {pace, fhe
uttered her laft words, ¢¢ My Jefus is all in all to
me: glory be to him through time and eternity.”
After this fhe lay flill for about half an hour, and
then expired without a figh or groan. .

LET-




E AN

ty

( 13)

Bl b bbb tdd b

LETTERS

WROTE BY

| 7aﬂe prér.

LETTERS to Mrs. M. M.
Augufty, 29, 1757

I'Sincerely rejoice, to find you are convinced of a

moft important but felf-abafing truth, That you,

are your/elf utterly unable to work out your own falva-
tion, or to form fo much as one good thought, or one
defire towards it. Reft not in this conviétion, but
feek, afk, knock : and you fhall affuredly obtain that
faith which is the gift of God. Give me leave to
repeat, that religion confifts, firft, in a true knowledge
of our want of %hriﬁ : Secondly, in knowing him
to be not only the Saviour of the world, but sar Sa-
viour in particular ; in knowing him to have died for
us, that we might live through sim. Fhere is a great
difference between this fcheme of religion, and that
we form to ourfelves when we begin to defite eternal
happinefs. I then thought I muit refrain from evil
words, and be conftant at Church; and I fhould

v —— e
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doubtlefs go to heaven, though I walked not ina
pariow, but much frequented way. I faw mot that
Chrift alone was the way to heaven ; but though I
could not but fee my works were infufficient, yet I
hoped God would accept this patch-work obedience,
and fupply what was wanting. Beware of building
sour hopes on this fandy foundation. Seck, but feck
forgivenefs and acceptance with God, through him
who is the rock of ages. Let him not go until he
blefs you. For there 1s no fafety, but in his fricnd-
fhip, and no peace, but in his favour.

May every blefling attend my dear friend. Where-
ever her abode is, fhe has a place in my heart.

November g.

ON'T you think me cruel, that I can rejoiee to
fee you under thecrofs? I believe both our feuls
. would wither, did not the rough wind arife to blow
away the duft from our branches.. When this is done,
how falutary is the rain of grace, how refrefhing the
beams of love! I am perfuaded there is not one tree
of the Lord’s planting, butmufl be purged that it may
bring forth much fruir. If you have been on the
mount with Peter, Fames, and Fohn, remember that
was not the only proof our Lord gave them of his pe-
culiar love; they, and they only were admitted to
Gethfernanc.  ‘Think on this, my dear friend, when
you are under the crofs, and wonder at the grace that
calls, and that enables you to drink of that cup, and
to have fome fellowhip with Chrift in his fufferings.
1 believe your heart and mine have faid,
' % No Crofs, no Suffering I decline :
) Only let all my heart be thine.”
‘This was recorded in the courts above, and isanfwered
as we are able to bear. Look not fo much at the trial,
* as at the grice which keeps you from finkiny underit,
You may be greatly opprefled: but Omnipotence fhall
undertake for you. The enemy may thruft fore at you
{elp who can and

L e
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will deliver you. The floods of temptation may feem
ready to overflow your foul. But the Lord fitteth a-
bove the awater-floods, and remaincth a king for ever.
He fball give fircngth to bis people ; the Lord fbal give
bis people the bleffing of peace. Fear not then, thou
worm in thine own eyes. Since thou haft been pre- -
cious, being bought with blood, thou art fair in his
fight, who yet is of purer eyes, than to behold ini-
uity. Therefore he fits as a refiner’s fire, and as
uller’s foap on the fouls of his people.
1 feel Jefus near : he is better to me than I could
afk or think. May your {pirit find him nigh at this
hour, and to the end of your warfare !

Londox.

” OUR Letter came in an accepta()le time: I
feared you would Bnot, write fo foon, and the
thought pained me. I found fuch union of heart
with you laft week, as it is pleafing painéo experience.
1 looked upon your’s as an anfwer to prayer. The
The Lord generally caufes me to afk for a letter be-
fore it comes: how fhall I fpeak his praife? He is
indeed Immanuel : and what can we afk more ? That
we ma&' 'g:ch moment feel his power on our hearts,
and teftify to all; that God is with us. But what are
we, that God fhould dwell on earth! Iam loftin
the enquiry. And will God make a finner happy ?
Or what 1s the fame thing, will he make us holy ?
He will, our hearts out, he will! We fhall be -
filled with the fullnefs of his love. He knows I
pant, 1 thirft to prove this, to know more fully the
race of our Lord Jefus Chrift: the Lord lets me
Srink of the brook in the way, before 1 reach the
fountain-head. And I feel love to you, fuch love as
only friendfhip knows, animated by the love of God.
I am better in body, but I believe the days of my
appointed time are fhort. O blefled profpect be‘yond
the grave! There I fhall fee bim face to face !
B a Help
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Help me by your prayers to keep the bright prize in
view, that I may be ever running toward the mark.
Jefus dire us to aim aright, and keep us from
fiverving afide into crooked paths !

Let me recommend much prayer to you : not only
that praying frame of mind, which a chriftian fhould
continually poflefs, but frequent acts of fecret prayer.
And not only pray, but wait and expeét the anfwer,
Ilong, T love to hear, that you are finking deep in

the knowledge of yourfelf, and rifing higher in the

love of God, -

If T had time I fhould give you a week’s journal.
Sunday fe’nnight I received the facrament from Mr.
Madan. It was indeed the communion of the body
and blood of Chrift. His banner over me was love.
1 was conftrained to fay, How plentiful is thy good-
nefs, which thou haft laid up for the fons of men!

I hear frequent mention of perfons wha have great
grace; fome of whom are called perfes.~ 1 do not
much like the term : but I am perfuaded, ‘the only
way to overcnme fin, and to inherit all things, is by

“enjoying uninterrupted communion with our God. I
found fomething of this on Monday, and was much re-
frethed with the prefence of tht Lord. But on Tuefday
T found my heart ready to depart from the living God.
Yet I had reafon to wonder and adore the grace that

- would not let me go. On Thu+fday 1 heard Mr. White-

fivldy and had caufe'to rejoice with reverence. On

Friday night a watch was kept at the Foundry, and I

found the promife literally fulfilled, They that tMf in .

the Lord /ball rencw their firength. Indeed his mercies

arefo oft repeated, thatif I had notthe moft ungrateful

_heart, I fhould be always praifing him. But I often
find fuch an inward conteft with pride, felf-will, im-

patience, and all that legion which is contrary to the

wind of Chrift, that I groan being burthened : Yet

I1am perfuadedhecan faveto the uttermoft, and believe

he will fave even me.  Even now my foul rejoices in

hope. He will perfe& what is lacking in either of our

fpirits. O truftin him with all your heart! Lean not

_to your own underftanding, %ﬁlieve the Lord; fo
fhall

-~
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fhall you profper. Be vigilant in all things ; fo fhail
you difappoint our enemy, and bring giory to our
everlafting friend. Unto his protettion I commit
you, until the day we meet to part no nore.

Mq} 6, t7600 .

AM glad you are fo confcious of danger. Itis
I- neceflary to be exceedingly afraid of our hearts
departing from the living God; this never goes
without corretion: and although thefe chaftife-
ments are proofs of his love, yet beware you do not
bring them upor yourfelf.

1 look upon your being at that place, as a very par-
ticular providence; yet I feel for you. I know many
of nature’islatent mazes will be difcovered to you..
Perhaps the caufe and the effe@s will pain you.. And
what fhall I fay to comfort my friend? I cannot give
the waters of confolation: {uch power belongeth to.
God only. O may he undertake foryou in every
hour of oppreffion! You may this moment figd re~
lief, by looking to an exalted redeemer. I have been
afking thac we might drink deep into the fpirit of 3.
crucified Saviour; indeed-I knew not the depth of
what I afked. Lord, make us firong to bear the an-.
fwer of our requett! Make us efteem it our greateft
privilege, to tafte that cup of which thou drankeft
fo largely ! Only faying with thee, If'it may net pafs

"~ from me, Father, thy willbe done. .

It is his ablolute promife, From allyour idols avill I
cleanfe you; and your heart hath faid amen! Do you
now retract your petition ? Do you not rather fay fili,
in fpite of nature’s firuggle, “ Let all my heart be
thine?™ Is your Jfzac cailed for? Afcend the mouynt,
bid all things contrary to refignation flay behind,
Have you avoured to do this, and are you flill
interrupted by the birds of prey ¢ Are you ftill mo-
lefted, when you would offer the facrifice which God
requires } O watch and keep off: thefe enemies to
your peace! And he that is your peace fhall give you
power. B3 €s,

-
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Yes, ¢ when your all of firength doth fail,
You fhall with the God-man prevail.”

He loves, he pities you, he requires your heat.
And he is worthy to have it. O may he now reiga
therein, the Lord of every motion there !

Jefus has not left me comfortle/s. He ftill fuftains
me with his Grace. May -he bring us through this
wildernefs, to meet and part no more !

= December 4.
Know not whether the providence of God will
ever permit me to fee you again. But I can leave

1t to him, in fure hopes that I fhall meet your happy

fpirit, in the realms of endlefs day. There we fhall
furely exult in a Redeemer’s prefence. We fhall fee
him as he is. And indeed when I havea view, tho’

a tranfient one, of the glory which fhall be revealed,

I am almoft impatient of delay: I am. ready to cry

out, why are thy chariot wheels fo long in coming ¢

I want leave to go hence and be no more feen as an

inha‘?itant of earth. This has been for fome time paft-

my habitual defire. I cannot help being glad at night
that one day more of my allotted portion 1s paft, and
eternity is nearer to me than when I firft believed.
Yet at the fame time 1 have reafon to be athamed be-
fore the Lord, that I do not live to his glory. I'do
hot love him with all my heart and ftrength; fo far
from it, that I fometimeg feel I never did one action
with a fingJe eye to his glory. My own will has mixed,

And ¢ Pride, that bufy fin,
Spoil’d all that I perform’d.”

*Till well for me, that high-prieft bears the iniquity
of my holy things. Indeed it the altar did not fanc-
tify the gitt, I could not approach with one offering.
O may he purify the facrifice which I have often
made, of all I have, orcan, or am! .
Watch ! Stand ftedfaft my dear friend, and be
firong in the Lord! Remember, the God of peace
fhall fhortly bruife fatan under your feet. May he

give:

cood
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give you every thing that will forward your growth
in grace !

Norawich, May 11, 1464,

AM but weak, but my foul is kept in péace. Who
I can exprefs the bleling of feeling Chrift our
friend every moment ? Indeed 1 fee no other way to
profit my foul, but to come the prefent moment, as I
am, to Jefus : he never fends me empty away, IfI
wifh any thing, itis for more opportunity for private
prayer. Between the fick, the afHlicted, and thofe
feeking the Lord, I have very little time to myfelf.
However I feel no defire, but to do and fufter his
will.,  While I fpeak to you I tafte his goodnefs,
above what words can defcribe. He knowe:h I de-
fire to glorify him, to be altogether his, and to feel
him allmy own. I know of nothing in my foul,
which is not given up to God. Pray him to exa-
mine and prove me, and to fupply what is lacking.

P00 > Ftee < -wo«‘c'K<
To Mrs. J. C. M.

Now, 29,1761,

KNOW nothing of myfelf. But I know and feel
I that God is love. I feel, Ilove himin a meafure,
and long for full conformity to fefus. My foul is
happy in him, and though I have not what I ufed to
think was implied, in the blefling which has been
poured out upon many, yet, I have (what I am not
fufficiently thankful for) adeeper union with the
fource of bleflednefs, a conftant fenfe of his unme-
rited love, and a frequent knowledge that I am lefs
than the leaft of all faints. I am perfuaded nothing
fhall feparate me from the Lord Jefus. From him is
my fruit found, In him are the fpringsof confola-
‘ tion,
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tion, which revive and endue my foul with much
ftrength. I truft in him, and know in whom I truft:
theretore life or death is equal.

Labour ftill for all the Spirit’s peaceful fruit.
Jefus will blefs your attempts to glorify him. He
will make you unblameable in love before men, and
unreproveable before God. Know that the eye of
earth and heaven is upon you, Many wait for your
halting: more, Itruit, withyou fuccefs in the name
of the Lord. I am fure I do, and therefore write
without referve. Take heed of your own under-
flanding. Do not fuffer yourfelf to think of it, but
with abafement, " that you have made no better ufe
of it. Excufe this freedom: the motive is love un-
feigned. I find the fruit of the crofs even while I
write. I fit under the fhadow of my beloved, and
feel him fuftaining myfoul. O Jefus, great is thy
goodnefs! Great is thy mercy ! Even toward the
meaneft, me. Blefs, I pray thee, the fiter of my
fpirit.  Let her

¢ Antedate the joys above :
Ever feel her Saviour’s love.”

1, feel my infufficiency to fpeak of the goodnefs of
God. Itis more than I can exprefs. He deals ten-
derly with me, and if I follow the beft pattern, I
fhall be patient toward all. I have felt much bodily
weakne(s, but oo power to chufe its removal or con-
tinuance. I feem to enjoy all I want, while I purfue
what [ have not atraived. I am daily more fenfible
how little I am. I think never one foul fo ucterly
wanted a complete Savioar.

1 have taken the firft opfm‘tunity to write, in
hopes of profiting by your aniwer, I want to know
the mot effectual way to grow in grace; how to im-
prove by all things; how to make a good ufe of the
dulaefs which often creeps upon my mind, and makes
my foul ftupidly unative. I waat to be all attention
to God; to bave every faculty of my mind fixe
Wwaiting upon him : but I find myfel beat off of this
by wearinefs or liftleflnefs. 1 often feem to ftand

' faft
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faft in the Lord, and am fteadily looking unto him ;
but (I fuppofe, through unwatchfulnefs) often lofe
the deep confcioufnefs, that ¢* Gud is here :” Yet he
does not condemn me ; but I abhor myfelf, while I
fee the Saviour gracioufly near. My heart crieth
without a voice, ‘¢ Come and mould thy paffive clay.
Keep my attention rightly exercifed every moment.”
And while I call, my Jelusanfwers. O, did I pray
without fainting, I fhould then be what I wifh.

I praife the lover of your foul, that he delights to
blefs vou. May you ever fee his full iufliciency to
fave, and live in the fountain-head of blifs !

Fanuary 26, 1762,
LESSED be God, 1 only feek his apprébation,

and am content with thatalone. The night you
wrote, the Lord fpake to my heart, ¢ All is yours.”

I feel it true, for Chrift is mine. Indeed he is pre- .

cious to me : my foul is fatisfied with its portion.
Yet ¢¢ eager I afk and pant for more.” But my wants
do not difcourage me. I delight to feel them, for k
am perfuaded out of his fulnefs 1 fhall receive a fup-

ly. Even while I am receiving from him, he makes
me capable of more. I am amazed at his grace

¢¢ I cannot praife him as I would,
But he is merciful and good,”

and does not defpife the day of {mall things.

T know I have been unfaithful to the grace of
God; yet he pardons without upbraiding, O that
every future moment may prove, I feel the time paft
fufficeth ! When I confider you as a younger fcholar,
I am afhamed; yet I rejoice the Mafter loveth us both.
And though he may juftly fay to me, ¢ O, flow of
heart to underftand,” yet he teaches me, as I am
able to receive, the leflon of his love. I often meet

our fpirit, when I go in fecret before our Lord.

e only knows how much I defire you may increafe,
with all the increafe of God. May you follow the
Lamb in all things! 1 praife him that he unites me

to

PRI O
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to himfelf, and to all whofe fellowfhip is with him :
I thank him who gives us to drink into one fpirit.
My heart feels God continually nigh. My only
with is bis wiil : my only defire his glory.

Good Fridey.

17:‘: ien to you to fuffer: and happy are you, if
our Lord counts you meet to be his companion in
the garden. I love his tempted followers above all :
and his peculiar care is toward fuch as driok of his
cup. [am thankful to him on behalf of your foul.
Faithful is he that bath called you. He will eftablith
your heart, and keep you from all evil, unto his
heavenly kingdom.

I always End a fight before a conqueft. I am
generally warned of approaching trials, and when I
am moft filled with the confolations of God, I fee
" how amiable it is to follow my Captain, who was

made perfe&t through futferings, He is daily teach-
ing me the leflon of his crofs.  When it ceafes to be
neceffary, I thall fuffer no more. I am often fenfible
my own folly obliges him to put me to pain. I
know he never willingly afflils, but chaftens in order
to make us partakers of his holinefs.

O praife our everlafting friend, who never fhews us
a defe, but in order to amend it: my foul longeth
to live to him. I feel his mercies new every morning.
My fpirit is fo united to the Lovd Jefus, that I am

fuaded nothing fhall feparate me from his love.

ut I have no fruit of the Spirit, in the filnefs I defire

orexpe@. 1Iam fenfible my privileges are far higher

than my attainments: and I want to be flirred up

daily, to take the kingdom which is before me by
yiolence. ,

Of late T have found private prayer the meanswhich
brought me neareft to : but this he often varies,
as his wifdom fees beft. My foul is more fimple than
it was: I am learning to leave others to the care of

_our fhepherd, and defire only to hear and follow him.
Let
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Let your foul delightitfelf inhim : learn to know how
he hath loved you. Be very a&tive in his caufe, and
paffive to his will. My fpirit is all peace. May
yours be preferved in Chrift Jefus, who hath called
you to glory and immoruality,

L April 21,

EACE be with your fpirit! The Lord fhall guide
? thee continually, and fatisfy thy foul in drought :
hou fhalt be like a watered garden ; for the Lord
efus is your well of falvation. With joy may you
raw froml his fulnefs, grace for every moment’s
want. His defign is ftill to dous good ; his delight
is with the fons of men.
I find my fellowfhip with heaven is increafed fince
1 wrote laft : the King of eternity makes me capable
of communing with him, and tho’ I tread but the out-
ward borders of his {anCtuary, he caufes me to hear his
voice, inviting me to come forward. He affures me,
he will help me to overcome, and gives me to inherit
all things. But at the fame time, he fhews me my
works are not perfect; and that I muft watch and
fivengthen the thinfs that remain. I find my fafety
and happinefs depedd, upon my dependence an Jefus.
I want every moment to begin afrefh the life of taith.;

. to for?et all things elfe, and be (as you faid) ¢¢ a per-

fon of one bufinefs,” I have been much temptedlately,
but I count it all joy, for it profiteth my foul. I have
gained more felf-contempt, and I love an empty {pi-
rit, becaufe then there is room for Jefus. '
¢¢ O what are all our forrows here,
If, Lord, thou count us meet
With that inraptur’d hoft to appear
And worthip at thy feet ?*
It will foon be ouremploy. O let us now live in
eternity! Antedate the joys above, by bringing all you
have and are, to his feet, Catt all you have before
him, and afcribe falvation to him, who ofa flonc hath
made a daughter of Abrabam.
. 1 think
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1 think the grace you want moft is thankfulnefs.
Stir me up to patience.  Pray that I may be nothing.
¢ Mecan and vile in my own eyes,
Only in his wifdem wife.”

Norwichy May 6.

HE Lord hath of late kept me much from rea-

foning my felf into perplexity. Whenanything ~

occurs which T cannot underftand, I carry it to him,

who is a wonderfil counfillor: and he wipes away the -

tears from my eyes, by affuring me he is all my own.
1 teel a conttant neceffity of walking with the Lord,
as 1 firft received him: and I retain peace, as it was
imparted, by fingle faith. Who knows the value of
faith ? Noue but they who couftantly exercife it, to
their own profit, and the Redeemeér’s glory.

I think vour fears of deceiving the people, are on-
Iy the refult of itrong temptations. We cannot fee
clearly in the time ot a ftorm. This is not a feafon
to examine whether we be in the faith : neither isrea-
fon alone fufficient ro determine in fpiritual matters.
One thing is needful in your prefent fituation, even to
caft yourfelf upon the Lord, juft as you are. Now
come to him who waiteth to be gracious ; who faith
concerning fin or infirmity, ¢1 will cleanfe the
blood which I have not cleanfed.” 1 tear, you have
reafoned with the enemy, while you fliould have been
looking unto Jefus; and by living a little beneath
your privileges, have been rcady to give up your
__claim to them. But Jefus was prefent, though your
" eyes were holden: And
¢¢ Round you and beneath are fpread

The everlafting arms.”

Sunday Night.

HE Lord whoinclined your heart to write, will
reward your labour of love. 1 find him faith-

ful who hath promifed, My grace is fufficient for t/)eef 1
ecl
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fcel a meafurc of that love, which fhall overcome by
enduring: all I have and am is but a {mall oftering ;
but this I can give up to Jefus. Ever fince I talted his
love, I have been led in the way of the crofs. It is
a royal way : the king of kings walked in it: and
while I tread in his fteps, I experience the tugged way
is pleafantnefs, and the thorny path is peace. Since I
have more than ever gone through evi! report, 1 have
tound more increafe of faith and love. 1 cannot fuf-
ficiently praife the friend who flicketh clofer than a bro-
+ber,  His banper over me is love, and my foul con-
fefles he doth all things well.

1 praife him on yourbehalfalfo. He rejoices over
you todo you good. O lean on your beloved with all
your weight; fo fhall you find a fure fupport. If
ftorms rife and winds blow, they will only fetile you
on therock which cannot be moved. - Believe fimply ;
believe conitantly ; fo fhall you love fteadily and en-
tirely. 1know no other way for the juft to live, but

- by faith ; and as we exercife faith it grows, ’till we

can fay in all circumftances, This is the widtory.

I blefs my God, I feel no defire to vindicate my
condu@®. I'know the light of heaven fhone on my
path, and I am content to be approved of God alone,
1 feel my heart is given up without referve, and fee
frefh caufe to be daily more devoted to him  Blefled
be God for Jefus Chrift! In him I enjoy alt I want.
Bearme on your heart before him, and afk him te lead
me to the thing and place he chufeth,

Fuly 22.

OUR’s came in a feafonable time, as the re-

turn of prayer, 1 felt fome pain becaufe I did
not hear from you fooner. But our God doth all
things well; he fhall fupply all your wants, and
make all grace to abound towards you. He delights
to complete the work he begins, and happy is the
foul that does not refift his will. He will call for
the corn and will increaf:: it, and will lay no famine

upon.

I



(26 )
wpon you, Great is his faithfulnefs! Hearken dili-
gently to the fheplicrd’s voice. He will teach us to

profit by the pretent crofs, and keep us in the fpirit

of facrifice.

I feel my need of patience.* I am clofely and
conftantly exercited, but his grace is fufficient even
for me. He generally teaches me by applying his
word to my heart, fo that I have caufe to efteem it
more than fine gold. I was greatly opprefled fome
nights ago, and found immediate deliverance from
theie words, As birds Aving, fo wwill the Lord of Hoffs
" defend Jeruldlem.  Difending alfo be aill deliver, and
palfing over he will prejerve it. 1 find much  union
with you, and believe you bear my burdens, and
abide in prayer for me, [ cannot forget you, and
our friend in heaven remembers you for lgood

I ean no longer refrain from faying, Be ftrong in
the grace that is in Chrift Jefus. Ler none beguile
you of your fimplicity, or the reward that attends.
1 believe your light 1s fhining out of obfcurity, and
will fhine unto the perfect day. You are coming
unto the light that your deeds may be made manifeft,
that they are wrought in God. In his light you
behold yourfelf of rbe circumcifion, avho wvorfbip God
in the fpirity rejoice in Chrifl Fefus, and have no confi-
dence in the flc/b.

They have great peace wwho love bis law, and nothing
Sball offind them ; he kecps us night and day. 1 pleaded
this promife laft night, and made it my own by be-
lieving. He did keep my imagination while I flept,
fubjeét to himfelf. Since I returned into the coun-
t?', I have been bleft with peace, which temptation
of various Kinds did not rufle. My determination
‘to know nothing but Jefus crucified, is much
ftrengthened. This moment I can give up all for
him, and do all things through him ftrengthening
me. I have ateftimony that I pleafe him, and count

his dear reproach greater treafure than the wealth or
praife of men.

Be

— ———_ _
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. Be faithful in all things ; this is your privilege :
live up-to it this moment. You know the wayy
walk therein, and pray ahvdy for

Your affeCtionate fifter

and obliged friend.

EJOICE in the Lord always; again I fay res
joice.  For he is become your everlafting light

and the days of your mourning are ended. I believe
your fun fhall no more go down, but you fhall dwell
en high. Your place of defence is the munition of
rocks; bread of life is given you; your waters
fhall nos fail.  Your eyes fee the king in his beauty,
and he will caufe you to know him who was from the
beginnings I-drink with you into one fpirit. Help
me to blefs God for the confolation ; it increafes by
bting mutual. My foul feems loft in wonder, love,
and praife, and is melted into thankful tears. Every

fenfation of gratitude in earth or heaven is bought

with thy blood, O precious Jefus! The power to
feel my obligations to him, proceedeth from above,
and when we reach the top-flone, we fhall ftill fhout,
¢ Grace, grace unto it.” n :

I have ail this day been in a difpofition to caft my
crown at his feet. I cannot exprefs, how much T
chufe to.give all the glory to Chrilt my Lord.

_ All within me acknowledges he is worthy to receive

all glory. My love to Mrs. Tell her, not
one tittle fhall fail of all the good things God hath
fpoken to her of. Only let her be ftrong, 3nd not
ftagger at any of the promifes.

I believe, I need not fay, pray always for

Your moft affetionate fifter in Jefuss

C: To
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To Mrs. E. D.
Ay dear Fried,

Know vou will re*oice to hear, God has gotten
himfelt the victory, in the moft ftubborn heast,
that ever fubmitted to Jefus.
He is my king, and makes me fit,
In willing bonds bencath his feet.
Praife him, O my foul, praife him, O my Sifter, for
fill he is bringing loft finners to God. Yea, he has
brought me to God. I feel myfelf weak as helplefs
infancy ; but Chrit my ftrength is with me: at
laft I ama fool for his fake.

When 1 left you on Friday, and had finifhed my
bufinefs, I fat dotwn alone and in mifery. The Lord
diieéted me to thofe words : Be not ﬂn‘glmd, 1 knows
qubom yc feck ;5 Fefus of Nazareth: He is not bere, be
is rijeny and lo be gocth beforr you into Galilee ; there
Jhall you fee him. -1 believed I fhould, and came home
1o peaccful expe@ation. One whe had feen his
great falvation prayed that he would blefs me alfo :
but my own witdom oppofed his coming, and the
conflit was grcat. At length my vehement foul
ftond ftili, anﬂhe mountaiins flowed down at his pre-
fence. My heart was filled with holy fhame and
humble joy : I was alittle child. Ientered the king-
dom; we praifed our King till morning, and his
praife is ever new and fweet. The Lord caufes us to
ceafe from our own works, and he is glorified. O
pray for us{ Pray for me, who every moment need
the merit of his death. I can fay no more, but I do
love Chrift, and I love yox better than ever.

My dear Fricnd,

’F RULY God is lovingunto Jfrael, even unto me:
pevertheles my feet had well nigh flipr, for
Iwas

-t
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Y was grieved at the wicked, and pained by the

ood. I have been more exercifed in mind than ever
% was before, and the laft confliét always felt fevereft:
but I begin to fee that all thefe things work together
for my good. I never was fo much faved from truft-
ing in any creature; Jefus was never more lovely in
my eyes ; I feel him only defirable; I cannot repeat
his compaffions, for they are endlefs. I proved them
to be fufficient for me, when all befides failed me. 1
doubt not but I made my crofs heavier than Love in-
tended, by my own folly : but the Teacher of Zjrael
reQifies miftakes with tendernefs known only to him-
felf. At prefent my detire is, to overcome by en-
during. I want to think and act under the eye of
him who loves me, and every moment to feel it upon
me. My foul longs for nearcr acquaintance with
God. I know neither man nor devils need hinder
my intercourfe with Jefus. O that I were wife to
improve what I receive, and faithiul to retain what
his mercy gives ! ‘

Ufe your intereft for me at the throne of grace:.
and, go on through your cloud af difficulties, aim-~
ing at Jefus. He alone is worthy your purfuit !

We are forced to frel as well as /éc : God alone is
our fupport. I have had much of his peaceful pre-

~ fence. He isindeed greater than our fears, and bete

ter than our hopes. 1 was much tried on Friday ;
but fince that I have had no painful emotion. 1 feel
for you in the tendereft manner my heart is capable.
I fee Jefus will vindicate his own, and claim all your
heart for himfelf. He fees what wounds it, and will.
give medicine to heal all its ficknefs. I believe ¢¢ all
you feel is mercy.” But are you firong enough to
fupport the weight ? Why fhould his bleflings be in-
fupportable, through our foftnefs of fpirit 7 O that
my friend were lefs fufceptible of thofe impreffions !
O’ that a dull difciple might teach you to be in -
fome matters more flow of underftanding, of a more
infenfible fpirit!

Cis Ifee
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1 fee the commandment is exceeding broad, and
this makes Chrift exceeding precious. How valuable
the Advocite with the Farher! My foul defires 1o
know nothing but him crucified. May you feel life,
abundant life in that knowledge ! O how much my
Swour loves you ! I feel a httle of the founding cf
his bowcls toward you, and my heart cleaves to him,
for his goodnefs to you. He counts you worthy to
fuffer. O be thankful for this fpecial mark of his
Jove!

LL this week I have been tried, but with in-
tervals of reft. God is a jealous God, and
wili be loved alone : Jefus will convince us in time,
that he alone is worthy of every power of the foul.
1 fee a field of religion before me, which I want to
walk in. I know I am called to make a perpetual
offering of m!felf, and every enjoyment, to the will
of God. 1 do long to te a chriftian, MZ heart
goeth out after this; when will it once be? That
.promife is now brought to my mind, They frall grow
as willoavs by the avatcr-cour/es. "Tis a mournful tree:
I think we fball be weeping lillies till we are taken
into the paradi’e of God. The peculiar privilege
there is, all tears fhall be wiped away from our eyes.
O how little do I know the meaning of Jesus ?
Surely tis mercy all. Even the minuteft circumitance
is by his order, and under his infpection. And he
will fuffer nothing to hurt the apple of his eye.
Iam to day very weak in body. 1 feel the power
of fympathizing with all in the houfe. All are tricd.
O Adam, what haft thou done ? O Jefus, what haft
thou fuffered? How thou cagft recover ! Lord, let
us know thy utmoft power to fave !

Y heart feels pure union with yours. 1T love

you as difintereftedly as I think I can. Sure

the Lord is pouring upon you the fpirit of facrificing
all to him.. I wifh you §ood luck 1n his name! Go
on, my dear friend, Life is a ncble thing, while
oyr
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our employment is doing the will of God from the
heart. May you clearly fee what it is concerning
i"ou. 1 have at prefent, peace inward and outward.
ray, pray that 1 may
¢¢ Be thankful and humble,
But never ftand ftill. >

I \WWANT your prayersand advice. I feel myfeif

daily weaker, and more foolifh than ever, I am as
a little child learning to walk, and cannot go alone.
At prefent I am guided by Jefus, and feel his grace
fufficient for me : bw there are depths of the Deity
I want to futhom. I long to be loft in the immenfity
of his love!

My foul enjoys peace, folid peaee at bottom ; but
i’ furface is filled with fights and fears. Iam afraid
of being too ontward ; 1 want grace to decpen in my
foul. Blefled be God, my every want fhall be fup-
plied, from his fulnefs who filleth all.

Y dear friend gave me another proof of her

tendernefs, by not upbraiding me with negle&.
I think you ought to go to the meetings [on Fridays]
by all means : pray for thofe who fpeak not according
to the law amr the teftimony. You will feel more
deeply the help that is done upon earth, the Lord
doth it himfelf, What is man, that he is mindful of
him! What is God, that he can be gracious to us O
may our fouls every moment know, by a nearer ac-
quaintance with him, that he is love !

You are laid upon my heart to pray for: fure God
is faithful to his word, he «vi// hear and anfwer, and
endue your foul with much ftrength.

¢¢ Suffering faith fhall brighter grow,
As gold when in the furnace tried.”
1 am perfuaded your Lord will be with you, and make -
your weaknefs more than conquer. He is wonderful
in counfel : he has a way in the whirlwind : he can-
not mean any thing but mercy to your foul; for he
has given himfelf and all that he counted dear to ‘{’ohu !
R at
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What then would you with-hold from him? Methinks
Ihear you fuy, ¢ Nothing. 1 would offer all I have or
am to his will, when I know itis 4s.” And can you
doubt this 3 /s there an ewil in the city, and the Lord
Jath not done it # Can a {parrow fall, or Shimei curfe
David without permiffion ? Nay, Satan himfelf can
do nothing without leave. O my God, fhine on thy
fervant’s heart, that fhe may fee, thy hand of love

holds the cup.  Andit fhe is called

« T'o bear the full anguifh,

The uttermoit load,

- Yet give her to languifh

And fufter like God I
My dear iriend, what fhall 1 fay, to diffuade you
fromovermuch forrow 2 I canonlylove you, and fpeak
to Jefus, that he may order your conduct to his glory.

Norwich, May, 1762.

OIN to praife the Lord, who fiill fupports my

feeblenefs of mind, carries all my burdens, and
{1 ffers me to defire nothing but his righteous, glorious
will. ] fee infinite wifdom and unfathomable love,
in all his difpenfations towards me : I can now believe
that all things fhall work together for good : 1 want
* words to tell you the fenfe I have of the goodnefs of
God, far better felt than defcribed : I find his confola-
tions fufficient to fupport me under prefent difficul-
ties, and am perfuaded his grace will be equal to eve-
ry future trial. ] like your pros:fal, but dare fcarce

form one plan, May the Lord do with me as ie good
in his fight.
o> e * e

To the Reverend Mr, ———
Feb. 21, 17610

OUR obliging requeft lays me under a happy
necefity, of callicg to mind the paft merciéso:
_ 0
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God. May every review of them biing truft for fu-
ture bleflings, and thankfulnefs for the prefent!
Ever fince I can remember, I was defirous of hap-
pinefs; but I did not feek it in God. I thoughtifI
was religious, I fhould go to heaven; but I knew not
the nature of true religion, and I was unwilling to be
under the reftraint of that I did know : Yet fogreata

ftranger was I to myfelf, thatI often thought, if I-

knew what God required I would perform it. At
fixteen I was confirmed, and made many refolutions;
but they foon wore off. 1 had a firong impreffion on
my mind, that I fhould die when I was four-and-
twenty. I refleCted on thofe who were put apprentice
feven years to learn a trade, aud thoughtI ought to
ufec like application, to learn the bufinefs of éternity.
I went to the facrament the day I was eighteen,
and found uncommon fatisfation : I exhorted others
to do the fame, thinking I had now done all that
was commanded me, and that if I continued in the

fame way, Ithould be a very profitable fervant.
Soon after this I went to Lond-n for eight weeks,
where I heard Mr. Fones (of Southwark) preach, and
was affeed at hearing of the fufferings of Chrift,
much as I ufed to be at feeing or reading of a trage-
dy. 1 was afterwards afked to hear Mr. Romaine, 1
did fo, but I could not underftand him. The night
1 left London, fome perfons were debating about
the Milennium. One of them repeated part of the
20th chapter of the Revelation, T was ftruck at the
awful words, and thought if Chrift was then to
come, I was not (F'repared to meet him. I went home
very ferious, and began to fearch the feriptures, and
to be more firi& than ever. I was often troubled,
but knew not the caufe, and was afhamed to confefs
my fears, My friends thought I had a fever on my
fpirits, and 1 thoughtfo too; but as I read much, 1
began to fear, that with all my religion I was not
converted. I wanted to go to Lozden, that I might
hear Mr. Romaine. A year after I went to London
with my father-in-law. = At the inn where we lay, 1
faw Mr, Whitfield’s fermons, I read what 1 could, and
determined
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determined to hear him. He was notintown; but I
was much affe@ted with Mr. Dyer’s preaching. After-
wards I not only wentto St. Dunflar’s, but toall the
methodift places of worthip I knew, and one evening
heard Mr. Wal/b, at #'cfi-firees. He preached the Ne-
ceflity of that Holincfs avithout wwbich none can fee the
Lord. His words were as arrows in my keart: I
found all my tormer righteoufunefs deficient: I knew
this could not obtain mercy; but I did not feel I de-
ferved hell. I wrote to Mr. Romaine to know, what 1
fhould do to be faved? He defired to fee me, and told
me, two things were neceffiry, to know my want of
Chrit, and my intercft in him. I weat home with
the greateft relu@tance; for I knew no chriftian in the
town where I lived. My former acquaintance thought
me mad: my mother was greatly alarmed. Not lo
after I went to Norwich for afew days, and foun
out NMr, Mitchell. He fpoke to me of the peace which
faith brings to the confcience. 1knew myfelf a firan-
ger to this; but would willingly have fuffered the
rack, fo I might attain it. I went home, and was,
for five or fix weeks, in a moit unhappy fituation,
Before, | was not bad enough to come to Chrift;
now, I was too bad for him to receive : 'yet the Lord
dealt tenderly with me, and at different times brought |
many encouraging {criptures to my mind. But ftill
the ftupidity and unhbelief I felt, caufed me to mourn
infecret. Still I was conftrained to fay,
¢ Scarce I begin my fad complaint,

‘When all my warmeft withes faint :

Hardly I lift my weeping eye,

When all my kindling ardors die :

Nor hopes nor fears my bofom move,

" For ftill I cannot, cannotlove!”
1 could not reft thus, though I concluded it would al-
ways be the cafe : T expelted to be miferable all my
life, and ta perith at the laft: I found it as eafy to
reach heaven with my hand, as to believe Jefus died
for me. - 1 felt, no one can come to Chriff, except the
Father draw bim. Now I knew, it was the wor(k} :ctl:
£l

[y
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God, tobelieve on him whom he hathfent. I prayed,
he would work faith in me, but feemed as diftant from
God as hell from heaven: I was cut off from all felt~
dependence: I was a finner ftript of all,
I was on my knees ftriving to pray, whenI heard
inwardly a voice fay, ¢¢ Thy fins are forgiven thee.”

1 telt the truth of it in my hearr, and in a moment

rayer was loft in praife. I called upon the angels to
join with me, inblefling him who died for me/ He
caufed his goodnefs to pafs before me, andI rejoiced
with joy un{'})eakable.

Yet in a few hoursafter I began to fear 1 had de-
ceived myfelf, and all was delufion. I was much dif-
trefled, and had recourfe to prayer, and the Lord re-
peated his meycies, and imprefled the fame words on
my mind, more ftrongly than before. I was.more af-
fured of his forgiving love, and enjoyed much peace
in believing. 1 now thought I could never fin more.
My wind was taken up with God, and I converfed
with him as a man would with his friecnd. My con-
fidence in him was unfhaken, and my hope full of
immortality.

I wanted others to rejoice with me; but they were
Srangers 1o Jelus, and intermeddled not with my Foy.
T lamented being alone: my neareft friends thought I
carried things too far. My mother was more alarmed ;
for 1 could not fpeak but on religious fubjeéts. A
neighbouring clergyman advifed her to confine me,
if I offered to hear the methodifts. This I did at all
opportunities, though Rone was nearer than four miles
off. Her tendernefs gave me much pain. I was forry
to grieve her in any thing; and yet I did not ddre
to oblige her, by afting contrary to my confcience. "
1 could not play at cards, nor join in trifling difcourfe,
though my refufal was deemed precifenefs.

I was near two years at home after this. Then the
Lord fulfilled his promife: he gave me the bread of
adverfity and the water of affiition ; but my eyes did
Jee my teachers. 1 was now more defirous than ever, to
be made conformable to the willof God: butI
thought,
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thought, to believe the do&trine of perfection,  was
derogating from the prieflly office of Chrift.

When | firft faw you, Sir, at Noravich, notwith-
flanding my prejudice to your opinions, ¥ found that
reverence and elteem for you which have increafed
ever fince, My underftanding wus then better in-
formed, and my defires more fervent forall the grace
God had in flore for me. I truft my foulis ftill alive
to God, and athirft for righteoufnefs. He hath borne
my manners in the wildernefs, and fuftains me in
my utter helpleflnefs. He continues to multiply his
pardons, and heap his benefits upon me. Every trial
1s fent in mercy; every temptation is permitted for
my good; every crofs has proved a blefling in dif-
guife. In bislight I fee this: Ibelieve he 1s able to
keep me from falling, and to make me perfectand
entire,  lacking nothing. My prefent fituation re-
quires more of every grace, than any I have been in
before: but 1 truft, he in whom all fullnefs dwells,
will fupply my every want.

I would not have troubled yon with fo long a
letrer, but indeed ¢¢ I had not time to make it
fhorter,”” And T am defirous to prove by every
means, that I regard your advice, and on all occa-

" fions fpeak with freedom. 1 am, Dear Sir,
Your obliged fervant,
Jt C.

-

A}

April 14, 1761,

Reverend and dear Sy, .

OD has been more gracious to my foul than I
G could afk or think. I find him asa place of
broad waters, deep and large, and I fee! my inability
to fathom that depth of love. In Jefus are all the
treafures of wifdom and knowledge hid: and he has

begun to reveal them to the moft ignorant foul. But .

it 1s impoffible to defcribe the goodnefs of God, the

great God, to fo unworthy an objeét !
From the laft morning you preached, I was ftirred
up to feck him more diligently than ever. You then
cifcovered

|
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difcovered my heart to me, and what was wanting
there. I was kept in prayer, and would have parted
with all things, fo I might win Chrift. Iwanted to
love him with all my heart; but my own wifdom was
his rival.  Nothing lefs than Omnipotence could de-
ftroy this: and hjs own right han fgot the victory.
I was made fenfible how compleatly foolifh, and en-
tirely helple(s I was. My vehement foul ftood ftill ;
and I fawa]efus was all my falvation. He was allmy
defire, and 1 knew he was made unto me fan&tifica~
tion and redemption. Heappears asa prieft, upon
the throne, who fhall bear the glory for ever. ] feel
my continual need of higy, in all his offices. He is
truly precious to my foul; but I want to know him
more, and the power of his refurrettion. I am hap-
py in his love : but I want a more intimate acquain-
tance and a deeper union with him. 1 fee the jult
fhall live by faith: and unto me, who am lefs than .
the leaft of all faints, is this grace ‘given. IfI were
an archangel, I fhould veil my face before him, and..
fet filence fpeak his praife !

Mq’ 24

tude will continue. I know many arethe trou- -
es of the righteous ; but out of them all doth the
Lord deliver. 1 have never defired to hide any
diftrefs or difficulty from you at any time. Is this
any reafon, why you fhould tell me, what thofe are
which now furround you ¢ If I could remove the
leaft of them by knowing it, I fhould be importunate. .
From the time you preached on Galatians v. g, I
faw clearly the true ftate of my foul. That fermon
defcribed my heart, and what it wanted to be truly
happy. You read Mr. M’s letter, and it defcribed -
the religion which I defired. From that time the -
prize appeared in view, and I was enabled to follow .
hard after it, I was kept watching unto prayer, fome- -
times in much diftrefs, alt) others i patient expeftas
tion

I BELIEVE while memory remnins in me, grati- -
b
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tion of the blefling. For fome days before you left

Londsn, my foul was ftayed on a promife I had ap--

plied to me in prayer; the Lord whom you feck fhall
fuddenly come to Lis temple. 1 believed he would, and
that he would fit there as a refiner’s fire. The Tur/f
day after you went, I thought I could not fleep, un-
lefs he fulfilied his word that night. I never knew as
1 did then the force of thofe words, Be f£ill and kno<w
that I am God, 1 became nothing before him and en-
joyed perfe&t calmnefs in my foul. 1knew not whe-
ther he had deftroyed my fin : but I defired to know,
that I might praife him.  Yet 1 foon foundthe return
of unbeliet, and groaned, béing burdened. On Hed-
nc/day 1 went to London, and fought the Lord with-
out ceafing. I promifed, if he would fave me from
fin, 1 would praife him. I could part with all things,
fol might win Chrift. But I found all thefe pleas
nothing worth, and that if he faved mr, it muft be
freely for his own name’s fake. On Thur/day, after
I had been with S. Gurlfard, and B. Dixon, 1 was fo
much tempted, that I thought of deftroying myfelf
of never converfing more with the people of éod.
And yet 1 had no doubt of his pardoning love; but

¢« "twas worfe than death my God to love, and not

my God alowe.” On Friday my difirefs was deepen-

ed. 1 endeavoured to mey’ and could not. Iwentto

Mirs. D. who prayed for me, and told me, it was the

death of nature. 1 opened the bible on the feorful

and unbelieving—fball bave their part in the lake avbich

burmeth aith firé and brimflone. "1 could not bear it,

1 opened it again on Mark xvi. 6, 7. Be not affright-

ed : ye fck Fefus of Nazareth. Go your way; tell bix

diﬁ?lu, be goeth before you into Galilee : there fhall ye

Jee him. 1 was encouraged, and enabled to pray,
believing I fhould fee Jefus at home. 1 returned
that night, and found Mrs, G. She prayed for me :
and the predeftinarian had no plea, but ¢ Lord,
thou art no refpeter of perfons.” He proved he was
not, by blefing me. I was in a moment emabled to
lay hold on Jefus Chrift, and found falvation by fim-
ple faith. He affured me, the Lord, the King was
. m
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in the midft of me, and that I fhould fee evil no

- more. 1 now blefled him who had vifited and redeem-

ed me, and was become my wifdom, righteoufnefs,
fanttification and redemption. I faw Jefus altogether
lovely, and knew he was mine in all his offices. And
glory beto him, he now reigns in my heart without
arival. I find no will but lus: I feel no pride, nor
any affe&tion, but what is placed on him. I know,
it is by faith 1 ftand, and that watching unto prayer
muft be the guard of faith. 1 am happy in God this
moment, and I believe for the next. 1 have often
read the chapier you mention, and compared my
heart and life with it. In fo doing I feel my fhort
comings, and the need I have of the atoning blood.
Yet I dare not fay I do not feel a meafure of the love
there defcribed; though I am not all I fhall be. I
defire to be loft in that love which pafleth knowledge.
I with for no joy but what increafes love.

London, Scpt. 29, 1762.
Reverend and dear Sir,

I THANK you for another proof of your care for:
my foul, in the enquiries you make. I blefs my
Lord, his grace is fufficient to make me anfwer with~
out hefitation every queftion you propofe. I bave for
many months enjoyed {uch a continuance of the pre-
fence of my beloved, as makes me feel 1 am lefs than
the leaft of his mercies. The beholdingof him, whe
is fairer than the fons of men, the fight of Chrift cru-
cified, prevents the touch of pride, and makes me
hate the garment fpotted by the fleth. The teftimony
that I defire is not from man, and the approbation of
God never makes me high-minded. ther 1 re-
joice unto him with reverence. He teaches me to
delight myfelf in him. And I feel, I cannot be
difpleafed with any thing that is his choice. I know
that I pleafe him;_ for he teftifies of my works, that
they are wrought in him,
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Indeed Jefus is unfpeakably precious.

¢¢ Words are too mean to fpeak his worth, -
¢¢ Too mean to fet my Saviour forth.”

He daily makes to me new difcoveries of his grace
and power, and every frefh manifeftation more ef-
feftually unites my heart to him who is altogether
lovely : I love my friends in him: he gives the af-
fection 1 feel, and it always leads to him. I believe
when 1 quit the inconveniencies of mortality, I thall
love, with greater ¢¢ ftrength and elegance,” every
friend to whom Jefus has now united my foul. And
what we now know in part, we fhall prove in eter-
nity, God is love, and avbo/o duelleth in love, dwcllcth
in God and God in him. My defire for you is, that
you may increafe with all the increafe of God, and
return to us in the fulness of the gofpel of peace. I
believe you will, and that you will be a blefling to
me and many.

I think Mr. Bell is willing to take any advice you
think properto give him. I repeat what I havefaid
before ; they that feek diffention are not friends to
the work of God. 1 truft you labour for peace, and
the God of peace fhall be with you always.

I daily give up allto Jefus, and have no facrifice
to make which is not offcred upalready. He gives
me ftrength for all he calls me to bear : and I find it
eafy for the love which Jelieves, to endare all things.

May the God whom you ferve blefs your labours
with great fuccefs! I wifh you good luck in his
name. The weapons of your warfare are mighty
through him: you need not fight uncertainly, as
one that beateth-the air, but prove in every circum-
ftance; This is the widory, ewen onr faith. Continue
tofhew your care over me, by reproving and advif-
ing me as you judge needful. I am fenfible of all
my obligations to you,. and am,

Dear Sir,
Your obliged and affetionate fervant,

The END. '
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