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P

DEDICATED

TO HER SISTER,

MISS NANCY BALL.

DEAR MADAM,

Ir is now twelve years fince I travelled in theT

Oxford circuit. I then had the opportunity of

feeing and converfing occaſionally , for two years,

with the Author ofthefe Memoirs ; and, am happy

to fay, I ever found her The Uniform Chriftian.

Her converfation on religious fubjects was, to me,

always attended with a Divine favour.

The onlyprevailing motive to comply with your

requeft, in extracting the most profitable parts of

your fifter's papers, was the advantages which

many of the tempted followers of CHRIST may

derive, by reading what he had paffed through,

in this wilderneſs of tears, before he reached

"the faints fecure abode,"

" Where not a wave of trouble rolls

" Acrofs her peaceful breaft."

If there be any perſons I feel more for than others,

they are thoſe who have been long exerciſed with

deep, inward forrows, arifingfrom many trials and
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4 DEDICATION.

temptations ; and then, like the three Hebrew

Children, march out ofthe fire, with the fuperior

advantage of freedom from their ſpiritual bonds.

In revifing theſe papers, I have been under the

neceffity of making fome alterations in words and

fentences ; and to render the whole as ufeful as

I was capable, have occafionally interſperſed re

marks ; but, at the fame time, I have moftfcrupu

kufly avoided altering herfenfe ; nor have I, even in

one inftance, changed a phrafe, but where it was ne

ceffary to render it more intelligible.

If this fmall tribute, to the memory of that

burning and fhining light, fhould meet your and

her friends' approbation, and through the Divine

Bleffing contribute,further uſefulneſs , in ferving

our generation, the making them public, will

give you,

Dear Madam ,

To participate in one of the moft heartfelt joys

that can gladden the foul of your

Refpectful Friend and Brother,

BRISTOL,

March 12, 1796.

In the bonds of JESUS,

JOSEPH COLE.



THE MOTIVES

That induced Miss BALL to make fome Remarks on her

Daily Walk with GOD, were

1. That the goodness of God to his creatures

might be manifefted , in communicating a conftant

fupply ofgrace to perfevere in, and give the victory

over temptations and trials.

2. She thought it contributed much to her clofer

walking with God.

3. In times oftemptation, it was profitable to re

view paft deliverances, which the LORD had wrought

for her.

4. For the encouragement of others to prefs on till

they obtain all the mind of Chrift, and walk in con

ftant communion with God .
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OF

MISS HANNAH BALL.

THE time of my birth was March 13 , 1733 ;

bleffed with parents that poffeffed Agar's with, " nor

with riches crowned, or poverty depreffed."

A family oftwelve children, together with many

misfortunes, increafed thofe difficulties which una

voidably attend the bringing up a numerous off

fpring. All the children, I think, were bleffed with

a tolerable ſhare of good natural underſtanding ; but

this could not equal the advantages of a liberal edu

⚫cation.

The want ofrefignation to moderate circumstances

and fituation, very frequently betrayed evident marks

that pride was my befetting fin. This principle was

fo manifeft, that it proved a fource of grief to my

mother, and to myſelf frequent and great mortifica

tion to little purpoſe : " reftraint I could not brook."

I now found, as pride increaſed , my love to and re

fpect for my mother daily abated ; but this I cau

tioufly concealed.

A 4



& MEMOIRS OF

When five years old I was fent to Uxbridge on a

vifit to my uncle, where I had every indulgence to

feed my vanity. I refufed anfwering to the call of

Hannah ; but to Mifs I was all attention . Experience

confirms the truth of the wife man's affertion , that

pride, with folly, is bound up in the hearts of chil

dren.

Bleffed are thofe parents and guardians , who, in

their care and inſtruction of children, mark, with an

attentive eye, this dangerous paffion , and with proper

temper apply both reaſon and revelation to counter

act that deadly difeafe. Undue, as well as untimed ,

correction and reproof often proves ineffectual , and

defeats the purpoſe for which it was defigned . Fa

thers provoke not your children to wrath, left they

be difcouraged .

On my return from Uxbridge, being aſked if I

knew a very near relation ; I denied . This untruth

was frequently charged home upon my confcience

for many years after. When nine years old, I went

to refide with an uncle in High Wycomb; but va

rious humiliating occurrences made a remove from

thence defirable . Here it was I firft received fome

ferious impreffions, and felt a defire for prayer : my

frequent requeſt was, LORD teach me to pray, and

make me a great mother in Ifrael . Although a

stranger at that time to the import of my prayer ;

yet, even then, I have reafon to believe the power

of the Lord refted upon me - but like the morning

cloud it foon paffed away. By my aunt's requeft I

retired every evening to read and pray; after a fhort

time it became a pleafing exercife. From my aunt's

I went to live with a coufin : the care of his family

occupied the most ofmy time for five years . I then

availed myfelf of ſome juſtifiable reafons to return to

my friends.

---



MISS HANNAH BALL.

;

In the year 1769 I went to live with my brother.

By the death of his wife , the care of four children

devolved to me. With much pleaſure I have fre

quently reflected on my unwearied application to

promote their every intereft ; but, after all my la

bours, I could not diveſt myſelf of fear, that my toil

would be repaid with a light fheaf: yet I continued

to fow in hope. I had frequent and great diftrefs in

my own mind, arifing from temptations following

my evil tempers.

In the year 1762, the LORD greatly alarmed my

fears, in the folemn hour of midnight, by a ſudden

and violent ſtorm of thunder and lightning . Con

fcience now roared a loud onfet to my trembling

foul ; and, like the appalled Ifraelites , I cried , let

not GoD ſpeak any more, left I die. JEHOVAH , who

of old time commanded the light to fhine out of

darkneſs, fhone into my heart : the dungeon flamed

with light I trembled at death, like a creditor fe

vere, and thought the last trumpet was founding.

Scripture declarations came with evidence to my

heart, " ifye die in your fins, ye muftperish ," " with

" out holiness , no man fhall fee the Lord ." I was

cruſhed beneath the weight of my fins , and the dif

pleaſure of an angry GoD.. Unable to bear the face

of the Judge of quick and dead , my thoughts and

attention were turned to implore the friendship of

the rocks and mountains , to cover me from the wrath

ofthe LAMB. Horriblycaught and compaffed round,

in the midnight of my grief and fear ; Mercy ! Di

vine Mercy! came to my relief, and graciously dif

pofed me to refign myſelf up into the hands of the

LORD: the boisterous waves of horror and fear fub

fided at the voice of the Prince of Peace ; and there

was a great calm ! Divine Peace flowed into my

foul, and I found reft from all my fears ! This tran
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10 MEMOIRS OF

quillity of mind continued for fome time. During

feveral days illneſs, patience and peace of mind

fweetly fupported me to bear , without murmuring,

the afflictions of my body. I was a stranger to the

nature of that work which God had wrought in my

heart: I promiſed the LORD, if he would reftore me

to health, I would, by Divine affiftance, feek true

religion but, ah! how apt are we to forget vows

made under the rod of chaftifement ! Twelve months

elapfed before my refolutions were reduced to prac

tice ; and , even then, it was with the utmoſt re

luctance, and ftudied caution, I withdrew from my

gay companions.

So deceitful and enfnaring are the pleafures of

youth, that it requires an exertion of omnipotent

grace to diffolve the faſcinating charm .

I now began to turn my attention to, and ſought

the company of the moft ferious profeffors of reli

gion. In theſe interviews I was much difappointed ;

and entreated the LORD for direction to a people

that worſhipped Him in ſpirit and in truth. A peo

ple, known by the name of Methodiſts , were brought

to my mind. With a diſplacency I replied , LORD,

I cannot go with them. So great was my averfion

to that defpifed people, I once thought i would as

foon go to hell as unite with the followers of John

Weſley.

I found prayer, reading, and meditation, rendered

ufeful ; obferving alfo the generality of men were

pleafing themſelves more than Gop, determined my

refolutions in favour of a ferious life.

About the latter end of the year 1764, I applied

cloſer than ever to reading the Bible . One day,

whilft reading Mofes' Prayer, divine light was in a

greater degree communicated than I had everknown

before.



MISS HANNAH BALL. II

1

t

When on a vifit to a relation, I firft faw Mr. Tho

mas Walſh's Sermons. They were rendered indeed

quickening and fearching to my foul . From this

time, I longed to hear a Methodist preacher. Iftheir

fermons were ſo powerful, I thought, what muſt their

preaching be! On a visit to an acquaintance, my

fifter ſaid, the laſt time ſhe came that way, the found

peace with GOD. I was exceedingly ſurpriſed at

this relation, and began to doubt the validity of my

religion.

Sometime after this , Mr. Wefley came toWycomb.

I had now a conflict between defire and averfion .

Defire at length fo far prevailed , that though I did

not attend the preaching at night , yet I went at five

in the morning. I was ftruck with the venerable

appearance ofMr. Wefley; but more deeply affected

with the words of his text, which were, Matt. xv. 28.

" O woman, great is thy faith ; be it unto thee even

66 as thou wilt."

Afew days after, Mr. Hanfon preached his Fare

wel Sermon. A remark which he made in his dif

courſe, on the knowledge of falvation by the remif

fion of fins , was from that time never eraſed from

my mind. I now clearly faw the neceffity of the

remiffion of fins ; nor could I ever find reſt in myfoul

till I received that bleffing.

The next preacher that came was Mr. D.

His difcourfes were rendered very profitable to me,

as they clearly opened the way of falvation through

faith in CHRIST JESUS . The Saviour of miſerable ,

apoftate man, appeared in my eyes altogether lovely.

It was now the hope of falvation , like a fountain of

living waters, fprung up in my foul. I was enabled

to receive CHRIST in my heart, by loving faith.

Inſtantly I felt as if a tongue of fire fat upon my

heart, and healing the wound that fin had made. I
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was indeed filled with joy unspeakable and full of

glory. This abundant confolation continued for a

week, with few intervals of temptation from the

powers of darkness .

The Sabbath following , I found great darkneſs of

mind all the day. In converfation with my fifter P.

fhe faid I lived below my privilege : this afforded

comfort, for I was afraid of living above it. Tuef

day, I awoke in furprife, with the thought God had

left me. This was immediately followed with,

" Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta

" tion." I received this as an admonition from the

LORD, being in expectation of fome approaching

trial ; but this day the evidences of divine faith were

fo clear and ftrong, that all doubt of my acceptance

with GOD was removed, and I knew my fins werefor

given . With humble and guiltlefs fhame, I funk

down at the feet of my kind Deliverer, and in the

fulneſs of my heart laboured to exprefs my thank

fulness.

I felt myſelf poor and mean in my own eyes ; I.

had done nothing to merit fuch mercy ; the work was

ofGOD ; I praiſed JEHOVAH that it was of grace.

" In the Heavenly Lamb

" Thrice happy I am,

" And my heart doth rejoice at the found of his name."

I now found ftrong confidence in God that he

would watch over and preferve me through this

howling wilderneſs . Clofe meetings were made ex

ceedingly profitable : this focial converfation on the

work of GoD in the fouls of unfeigned believers, is

calculated to ſtrengthen and confirm fincere fouls in

the grace and love of Jesus ; for when they find

other Chriftians exerciſed with fimilar croffes , trials,

and difficulties, and happily delivered out of them,
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it is a confirming teftimony to the divine record :

"There is no temptation that hath taken you, but ſuch as

" is common to man; and in every temptation he will

" make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."

In all complex difficulties, I have ever found it

good to make known my requeft to God in prayer.

Thoſe exerciſes I have paffed through, have rendered

me, I hope, more useful to others.

" The well-fung woes may foothe their penfive ghoſt :

" They beft can paint them who have felt them moft."

I began my Diary in the year 1766, at which time

I was in great exerciſe of mind, from folicitations

and inducements to change my condition in life ;

but the difpenfations of Providence ran across my

expectations ; and the event has fully evinced , that

the facrifice I was then enabled to make has been

recompenfed by a hundred-fold reward in this life.

After three months clofe exercife, I was brought by

divine affiftance to Refignation's fhrine, with, " Fa

" ther, thy will be done ." From that time, I found

power to give the LORD all my heart. Thefe exer

cifes made me feel tenderly, ever after, for all

beginners in the ways of falvation.

young

1 have frequently thought it a very confiderable

fervice done the church of CHRIST, when experien

ced minifters have laid open the fafcinating tempta

tions incident to young perfons ; and experienced

profeffors, by gaining firft their affection and confi

dence, and by facts, have given proof of attachment

to their real interefts, have thereby preſerved many

that otherwiſe might have been borne down by

youthful defires, which would have made their re-.

turn very difficult, and the event exceedingly ha

zardous.
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" Look gently down, Almighty Grace,

" Prifon me round in thine embrace ;

" Pity the heart that would be thine,

" And let thy power my love confine."

As the Chriftian's life is made up of croffes as well

as comforts, trials and temptations with peace and

confolation, Mifs B. was called fometimes to drink

deep in the cup offorrow, which was generally fuc

ceeded by joy and love. Thoſe remarkable exer

cifes and deliverances fhe generally noted in her

Diary. As thefe will give by far the beſt idea of

her experience, we fhall occafionally infert the moſt

ufeful parts of them as we go along.

January 15 , 1767. Having loft a valuable corre

fpondent, the fays, Now let me have more commu

nion with GOD. Who will dare to interrupt this

communion ? Often may
I hear from my LORD,

and often he fhall hear from me. LORD, thou

knoweft what a week of trials and temptations I

have paffed through : be thou my helper in every

trouble. I praife thee, O LORD ! for keeping me

from defpair. It has been the hour and power of

darkneſs , but thou hast again refreſhed my ſoul .

Sept. 4. For fome days paft, I have had a cloſe

fucceffion of trials, with many fears I ſhould not en

dure to the end ; but now the LORD is again lifting

up my head, by freſh difcoveries of JESUS ' love, and

my faith is greatly strengthened .

Sept. 29. In the morning I was much tempted,

but was enabled by divine affiftance to refift , and the

tempter fled. " Our joys are joys of conqueft, not

" of reft ." Adding prayer to fafting I found ufe

ful , even in the midst of clofe affaults from Satan.

Dec. 14. Yeſterday the LORD made me to poffefs

the iniquities of my youth ; to-day, my foul is re

vived with the love of JESUS.
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1768, Feb. 26. My foul has this day been fed

with heavenly food . I long to be with my LORD ;

but, O my foul ! wait thou his divine appointment ;

ever breathing, Father, thy will be done. This

earth has loft all its charms to me : I only live to do

thy will, O my Father and Lord , my Huſband,

Friend, and Brother ! What words are theſe ? The

LORD ofheaven and earth mine ! yea, all he is and

has is mine ! All Lam is too fmall a return for fuch

profufion of love.

March 26. I was much tempted to pride of va

rious forts ; but hope of being more than conqueror

came to my relief.

June 3. This day three years I found peace with

GOD ; fince which time I have not given up my in

tereft in JESUS ; no, not for a moment.
In all my

trials and temptations, he has kept me to prove,

" his utmoſt falvation, his fulneſs of love ." The

LORD fhews me my weakneſs and helpleſsneſs . Save

me, O LORD ! by grace ; fave me from all depend

ence-but thyfelf.

We are happy to find, that while the exerciſes

and temptations which mark a very confiderable part

of Miſs Ball's experience, ſerved to reduce her to a

heart-felt fenfe of her own weakneſs and unworthi

nefs, they proved feaſonable occafions for magnify

ing the grace and power of JESUS, in making way

for her to march out of all her difficulties, more than

conqueror through Him that loved her.

Aug. 15. The breathing language of my foul is,

I long for a more intimate acquaintance with GoD;

I cannot be fatisfied to follow him at a diſtance. If

he hides his face, I have no joyful hours. The fol

lowing lines are expreffive of the ſpiritual poverty I

feel :
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:

" My foul, a dry and barren place,

" Gafps for the cooling ftreams of grace ;

" O might they thro ' the defert roll

" Refreshment to my gafping foul.

" JESUS, I thirst for thee, not thine,

"I want the Well of Life Divine ;

" The Well of Life Divine thou art,

" Spring up eternal in my heart."

Aug. 17. I long to be uſefulthe remainder ofmy

days below. My foul ardently defires in prayer,

that my fifter Nancy might obtain the reft of the

people of Gop.

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬

20. Having experienced a gracious deli

verance and enlargement of heart to praiſe and love

GOD, I feel the greateſt pity, and fofteſt ſympathy,

for all my fellow creatures, particularly thofe who

are living only on the gay and airy pleaſures of this

world. O when will they experience joys that are

real- joys that fpring from GoD !

26. The temptations of Satan are like fiery

darts; but the language of my heart is, Make me

humble, always difpofed to lie at the feet of Jesus .

Temptations, and the light of grace, daily convince

me I have need of a conftant fupply of divine aid

against my unwearied adverfary.

"c

From her invariable attention to the apoftolic pre

cept, " Work out your own falvation with fear and

trembling," fome of her readers may incline to

fear that her views of the plan of falvation were not

clear or juft. The following remark, it is hoped,

will obviate fuch groundless fears.

Sept. 1. I fee, O LORD ! if I am faved, it is of

O let this fink deep into my
mere grace andfavour.

heart ; I love to feel it, I long to feel it conftantly,

that I might fly to thee for ſhelter.

There certainly is a great reſemblance in the ex

perience of all the children of GOD ; and thoſe who
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"

are long exerciſed in the Chriſtian warfare , pafs

through fuch inward conflicts of mind , as can only

be conceived by thofe who have felt the fame.

Sept. 3. She fays, My foul feems as if the fruit

of last year were gathered, and my heart is like the

ground that wants breaking up, that it might receive

freſh feed..

Mifs B. profited much by the talents of the dif

ferent preachers which the frequently heard. Her

remark is, The word of God , from the fame mouth

frequently delivered, has not the fame effect as when

delivered by a freſh one, at leaſt to me.

Under a great ſenſe of her own weakneſs at this

time, the expreffed the breathings of her foul thus :

Who can defcribe the frailty of human nature ? But

thou, O LORD! knoweft it altogether. My filence

fpeaketh unto thee . Save , and endue my foul with

ftrength to ftand in thy houfe for ever. Make me of

a quick underſtanding in thy fear, O LORD. Make

mea comfort to thy children, in lifting up the hands

offuch as hang down.

9. I blefs God for fhewing me the necef

fity of conftantly feeking him with as much earneft

nefs as if I had not obtained his favour. My foul

feels a calm repofe in the merits of CHRIST for fal

vation; at the fame time intreating his affiftance to

walk in the narrow path that leads to eternal life.

66' JESUS , my all, to heaven is gone,

" He whom I fix my hopes upon :

" His track I fee, and I'll purſue

The narrow way till him I view."

The work of the Holy Spirit in the fouls of be

lievers agrees with the rule of righteoufnefs revealed

in God's Word ; and when the Spirit reveals his own

work, it is attended with light and joy.
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Sept. 24. Myfoul, praiſe the LORD; fpeakgood

of his name, who enables me to rejoice in tempta

tion. Now I know by experience what it is to re

joice evermore, and in every thing to give thanks .

I believe my foul has been in this ſtate ſome time,

but my light was not fo clear as it now is. My foul,

continue thou to feek the LORD with all thy ftrength;

thou wilt have no grace to ſpare in the article of

death . LORD, help me to live to thy glory ; thou

haft faid, All power in heaven and earth is given to

me.

ta
27. This day I was tempted to vain glory ;

but the LORD kindly interpofed with his Spirit's

ſtandard, when the enemy came in as a flood .

In a day offore trial and temptation , ſhe was led

tofay, Who knoweth the value of faith ? None but

thofe who exerciſe it to their own profit, and the

Redeemer's glory.

My foul of late has been much ſtirred up for a

ſpirit ofprayer. I cried to the LORD, and it was

applied to my mind, " Afk whatyou will, and it shall

"" be done."

I was drawn out to pray for a particular friend,

and for feveral of the preachers. My foul is like a

place where waters are conftantly running. LORD!

preferve me from felf-dependence. I most fenfibly

feel, if the LORD were to with-hold his grace , I

ſhould foon become altogether unholy ; but 1 truft he

will ſupply my every want.

30. Another month is now ended . What

have I gained ? I think more univerfal love . I

think my love is increafed to Diffenters. If we dif

fer in opinion, LORD , unite us in affection ; let our

hearts be one with thee ; let us be united in CHRIST,

the living head ; our fruit be holiness, and our end

everlaſting life!
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It is exceedingly common for young converts to

meaſure all their faith by ecftafy, and haftily to con

clude every degree of abatement in joy, or comfort,

is a diminution of faith ; but time , and the experi

ence of God's faithfulneſs and ſufficiency , had taught

our friend to gain by the patience of hope.

Confolations to my foul feem at preſent to be ſuſ

pended ; and yet I can fay, Father, thy will be done;

only fave me from fin, and I will praiſe thee, though

thy comforts be withdrawn .

Nov. 16. How tenderly does my Heavenly Fa

ther watch over, and proportion ftrength to my day!

-when I need much, it is given ; fo I have no lack.

O may I always be kept in a ſeeking frame of mind !

25. I fee the need of conftant watchfulness ,

that nothing may come between me and CHRIST :

I am ſometimes obliged to retire from company, and

ގ
call in freſh ſtrength againſt my formidable foe.

30. The grace of GoD excites in all true

believers an holy emulation for the humble mind

which fhone fo eminently in the life of CHRIST, and

-which is here exemplified in this part of Miſs B-'s

experience. I want to feel deeper humility ; I want

humility enough to bear proſperity, and not be high

-minded. I do not feel pride ; but I wiſh to feel

lowlinefs grounded in my heart. On examination,

I find more felf-contempt, more of the mind of

CHRIST, and more of that love that fuffereth long,

>and is kind.3

2

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬

" Thee let me now through faith behold,

And by reflection ſhine,

Till nature's drofs is turn'd to gold,

" And I am all divine,"

Dec. 1, 1768. Happy in the love of Jesus , I

long to be with him my foul loves . My heart is dif

engaged.and free ; no creature holds me here. How
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poor their joys, whofe hearts are tied to earthly

things !

Dec. 23. Weary with labour, and weak with faft

ing, I feel a longing for that blissful reft which re

mains forthe people of GOD.

me.

Jan. 1 , 1769. My foul is in a meaſure delivered

from a violent temptation that has clofely affaulted

Oh ! what is past experience, but faded joys,

if thou, O LORD, hide thy face from me ! Shine on

thine own work, that I may praife thee , and exhort

others to do the fame.

9. My foul is heavily burthened : Keepme,

gracious LORD, and never let me go ; aflift me to

caft all my care on thee.

Feb. 4. In retirement, this day, I found a freſh

fupply ofgrace. The following words were no less

pleafing than frequent to my mind :

" My life of mercies crown

" With a triumphant end,"

--
5. Myshort-comings tome are trulyhumbling ;

but JEHOVAH JESUS pardoneth all without upbraid

ing. Every moment I feel my need of the atoning

blood of CHRIST ; and, praiſed be his name ! HE

ever liveth to make interceffion for me, or I could

not appear with one offering

:

Mifs B. had great activity of foul and firmnefs of

mind Steadily attached to truth and fincerity, fhe

abhorred diffimulation ; the prevaricator, as well as

the loiterer, felt her faithful reproofs. Infome caſes,

her manner carried with it the appearance of ſharp

nefs . This was named to her by a faithful friend ,

and the ingenuously remarks : I leave upon record,

that never have been willingly fharp ; but when I

thought fofter means would not have effected the

end. If I have judged wrong, I pray the LORD to
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forgive, and teach me better . It has been my inva

riable rule, not to talk of people's faults behind their

backs ; but if I fpoke of them at all, I preferred do

ing it to them in perfon.

Feb. 24. Either poverty or riches expofe to great

temptations. Agar's wifh has been mine, even when

Iknew not God. Hitherto hath the LORD granted

my request. Some of my friends think I have a very

pleaſant abode ; but I can willingly leave it to be in

glory.

March 2 I this day vifited three poor failors in

prifon ; each of them deprived of a limb, yet appa

rently ignorant of the Scriptures, and ftrangers to

the GoD of their mercies.

3. My foul was much refreſhed by the

fimple relation which a poor woman gave me of her

juftification . I remembered praying with her and

her mother, about eight months before.
The pur

port
ofmy prayer was, that CHRIST would reveal

himfelf to them . Who knows but this was the an

fwer to that prayer ? After many days the feed may

appear.

April 9.
I feel I need the ever-bleffed Redeemer

in all his offices ; no lefs as a King to fave, than a

Prieft to atone, or a Prophet to teach : I need him

to continue every bleffing he has already beſtowed .

For more than a year paft, I have been enabled to

give Gon my whole heart. I ftill feel the neceffity

of earneſtly ſeeking the LORD as much as ever ; and

the more fo, as I never faw my weakneſs as I have

done fince I entered into this liberty of the children

of GOD. Conſcious that I come fhort in my duty,

yet I believe it is more from a defect in understanding

than in love.

12. One thing I hope ever to remember,

always to approach the foot-ftool of my LORD as a
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3

child would to a parent, believing and receiving

what he fo willingly beſtows .. I want eſtabliſhing

grace to fix me in the LORD's houfe for ever ; the

full affurance of hope ; fuch a confidence of receiving

all the promiſes of JEHOVAH as excludes all doubt.

April 30. Of late the LORD has variouſly tried

me ; I have drank of the bitter cup ; my will has

been croffed, and difappointment blafted all myfa

vourite ſchemes ; but I can refign all to Him, whoſe

every act pure bleffing is-whofe path's unfullied.

light.

May 7. I rejoice in the company of GoD's chil

dren. Any other converſation than that which di

rectly or indirectly leads to GOD, is to me flat and

infipid .

13. How pleafing the profpect of death !.

Now his terrors are removed, with joyful anticipa

tion I reflect on the awful fummons , Ariſe, ye dead ,

and come to judgment.

There is a propriety of conduct which ought tobe

obferved by profeffors of Chriftianity in every ftate.

and ſtation of life, from the minifter of the gospel

to the meaneft fervant. Where the true intereſt of

CHRIST lies near the hearts of his diſciples, this line.

ofconduct will be preferved ; and while it reflects a

luftre on Chriftians and Chriſtianity , it proves more.

effectual to the conviction of infidels than the moft

conclufive reaſonings.

Mifs B. feems to have had a juſt ſenſe of this, as

appears by her thus expreffing her views : The cry.

ofmy heart is for wifdom, and a fupply of grace,

that all my conduct may ornament the gofpel of

CHRIST . I would not verge to any extreme .

Wishing to o ferve a proper refpect to fuperiors,

and cautiously to guard against every thing that bears

marks offeverity and ftiffened diftance to inferiors;
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I would equally fhun that common familiarity which

never fails to make one too cheap.

May 16. The grace of God. I find fuperior to

my preſent trials .

" Suffering faith ſhall brighter glow,

" As gold when in the furnace tried ."

Ever may I be taught to frame all my life and ac

tions according to the will and word of God, be

lieving the copy ought to reſemble the original . I

value other books, only as they help me to under→

ftand the Scriptures.

I doubt not but we are liable to all kinds of temp

tation while here in a ſtate of trial ; but when our

inward enemies are caft out, Satan can but tempt.

By watching unto prayer we ſhall not be overcome.

One enemy within the walls, is worſe than an army

without.

Frequently I find that in my chamber, which

others lofe in wandering about, and are ſtrangers ta

fet times of retirement. Praiſed be the Lord , my

path is not hid : " he marks the road my feet ſhould

" go, and is my conftant guide." The having itin

my power to make another happy, has, this evening

been a fource of joy to me. Oh ! may I increaſe in

this grace alfo.

June 3. One year more hath the LORD affifted

me to walk in his love. Though exceedingly tempt

ed to day, I count it all joy, as it greatly profits my

foul.

•
25. I have juſt read , that ſpiritual deſer

tions may be of more uſe to ſome ſouls, than love,

joy, and peace. To an ungrateful mind they may,

that can never receive favours without forgetting to

give all the glory to GOD ; but, to a thankful mind,

it is quite the reverſe,
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July 7. LORD, I am grievously tempted. My

head is pained, my body weary , my faith tried , and

patience exerciſed ; undertake for me : I give my

felfto thee, who art able to fave The following

words were ſeaſonably applied ; in patience poffefs your

foul: let patience have its perfect work.

8. I find joy and peace in believing ; bleſs

the LORD, O my foul ! I have been much ſtrength

ened in prayer for myſelf and others.

18. Many painful thoughts have been crowd

ing into my mind ; but, as they were not invited , or

welcome , I believe they are not my fin, but my crofs .

Lord help me to bear, and do thy will, and to the

end endure. I fee the command is very broad, which

makes the blood of CHRIST exceedingly precious.

Auguit 5. My foul, this day, has enjoyed a folid

peace, which temptations, of various forts, have not

been able to move . I want ſtreams ofheavenly grace

to water my foul, which is like a barren defert, unleſs

it be bleffed of the LORD. I am often tempted to

queftion the being ofa God ; and what is remarkable,

this temptation is most frequent when I enjoy the

witneffing Spirit of love in my heart .

O Lord ! give me ftrength to bear whatever thou

art pleaſed, in thy wife providence, to permit : let

me be furniſhed with the whole armour of GOD, that

I may ftand in the evil day, and, having done, all

may ſtand.

Unless humility keeps pace with the whole of our

inward and outward conduct , the deceitful heart will

unite with Satan, that endleſs foe of GoD and Man,

to divide the glory with HIM ; who hath faid , my

glory will I not give unto another ! After much free

dom of converfation, with fome of the children of

GOD on this fubject, fhe was forely tempted to think

fhe had done wrong, and was conftrained to cry,
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" Oh ! may I be kept humble at the feet of JESUS !

" All I do is from thy grace ; fhall I, therefore, be

proud, for being more indebted to the LORD than

" others ? No, LORD forbid it !”

86

September 15. " The witneffing fpirit , both of my

juftification and fanctification, is fatisfactory to my

ſelf, although I have many temptations to rob me of

comfort ; but my confidence is in God.

16. " My foul is kept in peace ; yet I feel a

conſtant need of watching againſt every defire, but

what leads to God. Oh ! howeafy is it to bring thoſe

defires back which were once caft out ; but I need

not ; God is able to keep me from falling ! I feel

power to look to JESUS , and fee the tempter fly.

20. " Suddenand impetuous, like the ſtorm

ing of a caſtle, are the ftrong affaults of Satan, to

make me relinquish my faith ; and, to conclude, I

havedeceived myſelf, that I have too exalted thoughts

of what the LORD hath done for me. I caft myſelf

at the feet ofmy LORD in prayer : he graciouſly in

terpofed, rebuked the adverſary, and my foul eſcaped

out of that conflict with ſtrength renewed.

――――――

" Like Mofes' bush I mount the higher,

" And flouriſh unconſumed in fire."

October 29. The doctrines of Chriftian holiness,

were the peculiar delight of Mifs Ball's foul ; and,

from a conviction of the word, and by the ſpirit of

JEHOVAH, fhe unweariedly purſued after the image

ofher LORD. What, but Divine Power, and Divine

Light, could enable her to fay, " I feel my reaſon

" and my affections bearing an even balance ; the

" praiſe of which I freely give to the LORD : for

to him alone it is due, who, of a ſtone, hath raiſed

cb. up a daughter to Abraham ?”

B
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" Jefus my foul takes hold on thee,

" I Arm me with thy fpirit's might,

" Humbly affured of victory,

" I underneath thy banner fight."

November 9. The want of memory to retain

fermons, has been a very great affliction to many of

the children of GoD ; and, no doubt, Satan has taken

an occafion to impute it to a defect in grace . Mifs

B. complains of this infirmity very frequently in her

writings; on which the remarks : " My general rule

" is, to apply the word as the preacher goes on with

" his fubject. Sometimes I have thought GoD per

" mits me to be thus tried , that I might live on him

" alone, and experience that the means ofGrace are

I nothing, without the GOD ofmeans .'
" s

10. “ This is a faſt day to my body, but a

feaft day to my foul . Oh ! how fweet the love of

JESUS.

" Words are too mean to ſpeak his worth ;

" Too mean to fet the Saviour forth."

<<
Happily preferved in the midſt of worldly com

pany, with an unuſual freedom of ſpirit and com

munion with God , who is my keeper and preſerver

from fin. All praiſe, all glory be to him!

"My natural difpofition is to pleaſe ; but, from the

pureft principles, I dare not practice, what, I know,

would give pleaſure to many. Were I lefs fenfible

of peoples' pleaſures and diſpleaſures , I might paſs

on my way much eaſier to the Heavenly Canaan ."

It is exceedingly difficult, at all times, to preferve

the golden mean ; on the one hand, to avoid that

four leaven, which makes all religion to confift in

ſtern looks, exactness of apparel, with a ſtiffened ,

referved, unfocial carriage to faints and finners ;

and equally to guard againft, and fear more than

Death, temporifing with the fpirit of the World.
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We live in an age, when the fcandal of the crofs is

nearly ceafed ; not that the men of the world are

changed from their principles and maxims ; but

profeffors have been deceived by their courteſy,

and, with too great propriety, it may be faid of

many, are you become like us ?”

66

Mifs B. could conceive of nothing capable of ef

fecting an entire change from her natural propen

fities, but the GRACE ofGOD . " Naturally of ftrong

paffions, exceffively fond of the cuftoms and fa

fhions ofthe world, and all things pleafing to the

eye, I have frequently thought perfons of a dull ,

"phlegmatic compofition , have not half the tempta

" tions to ftruggle with that others have whofe fouls

" are active as fire.

166

November 18. "Notwithstanding the reft I enjoy

in the love of GoD, yet I thirſt and pant for more :

when I awake after thy likeneſs , O LORD, I fhall

be fatisfied ! Save me, O LORD, from furrounding

foes: in myself I am all weakneſs ; but in the LORD

I am strong ! I remark, whenever I aim to walk

clofer with GOD, Satan is more than ordinary active

in tempting "

Were I only to ſelect the brighter parts of Mifs

B.'s experience, inftead of encouraging, it might

prove a ftumbling block to weak believers ; but I

purpoſe making as impartial an extract as poffible,

in juſtice to her memory, and the Redeemer's in

tereſt .

December 4, " I this day felt a diftant, unloving

fpirit, haunting my foul ; but even this gives a freſh

guft to prayer.

" I long to walk clofer

all my fellow creatures .

I find, is, with my own houſehold.

with God, and lovingly to

But the greatest difficulty,

B 2
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Dec. 7. " I am frequently tempted aboutt he work

of fanctification ; but I cannot give it up. The

LORD grant I never may ! The moments of time

paſs ſwiftly away : this is no affliction to me, but

rather a joy. " Each day falvation nearer is, thạn

" when I first believed ."

16. " Two years ago, this night, the LORD

liberated my foul from inbred foes ; and , I truſt,

I have thus far held faft my confidence in GoD , al

though variously tempted. The fruit of the fpirit

has been increafing ; peace fills every faculty of my

foul, and the LORD honours me with fweet commu

nion with himſelf.

18. " Never was I more confcious , that

falvation is not of works, left any man fhould boaſt.

If I am eternally faved, it will be of mere grace, and

I rejoice to be faved in the way of the LORD's ap

pointing. Who can defcribe the joy arifing from,

faith in CHRIST, and a mind fixed onGoD. Slights,

or favours from friends, have the fame effect ; they

drive me nearer to the LORD, and I find him to be

all in all to my foul.

21. " This has been a day of weeping and

trial ; but I trust it fhall work together for my good.

I want my heart to be filled with love and Chriftian

courage.

" A day of painful and gloomy tempta

tions.

25.

" But love can burft the fhades of death,

And bear me from the clouds beneath

To everlaſting day."

" There is a vaſt difference between the cautious

hypocrite and the genuine Chriftian : the former is

an utter ftranger to himſelf ; the latter tries the

whole of his inward and outward conduct, by the
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word of TRUTH, as in the prefence of JEHOVAH :

" He_that_doeth truth cometh to the light," John,

iii. 21 : the infincere diffolves, when tried , in

the fire of temptation the truly gracious foul

comes forth as burnished gold ; the fire befriends

him by refining his drofs, and loofing his bands.

Daniel iii . 26.”

Mifs B.'s ftudious care, in the whole of her con

duct, was to approve herſelf to Gov.

―――

1770, January 9. My faith is much tried by

temptation, but I feel a comfort in GoD's omni

ſcience. There is not a fecret thought that I would

hidefrom him, if it were in my power.

66
11. Having been forely oppreffed bytemp

tation, I long to drink of the ftreams that make

glad the city of GOD. Surely I may ſtyle myſelf a

tempted follower of the LAMB. Oh! may Lamb

like patience arm my breaft : I longed for a ceſſa

tion of arms ; but that word was feaſonably applied ,

mygrace isfufficient for thee ! May I ever prove its

fufficiency, by keeping me from entering into temp

tation.

66

February 24. " The beauties of holinefs , which I

have not yet attained, were, in a lively and ſtriking

manner, prefented to the eye of Faith. I have need

of more humility, this only can preferve me from

dejection in foul-adverfity, and felf-importance in

profperity.

25. " Theloveof JESUS is ftill the prevail

ing principle in my foul, a powerful inducement to

prayer and watchfulneſs .

31. " Troubleſome thoughts, like teafing

flies, are fometimes permitted to exercife my pa

tience ; but as they are my croſs , it is proper that

patience ſhould have its perfect work, both as to the

B 3



30
MEMOIRS OF

matter and manner my LORD fees meet to appoint

or fuffer.

" In tracing the footsteps ofmy great Exemplar, I

always find matter for humiliation . I am thankful

to God for preſerving me more than two years

from finful indulgences . Many temptations have

offered ; but, in the ftrength of JEHOVAH, I have

Overcome. As the light of God's gracious fpirit,

with his word, clearly difcovers the way I fhould

walk in; bythe affiftance of Divine Grace, the most

pleafing fnares laid for my feet have been eſcaped,

and hitherto I have borne the crofs, going on my

way rejoicing .

March 6. There is a beauty in humility I cannot

defcribe . I long to be a pattern of all holiness,

filled with the fruits of the fpirit, which fhone fo

bright in my Divine Maſter.

8. In a time of eaſe and peace, it is fug

gefted , I fhall fee war no more ; but I now feel the

want of a freſh ſupply of grace, to prevent my caft

ing away my fhield. Truly the Chriftian's life is a

warfare, and the potent foes we have to combat,

fufficiently prove the need there is of the whole ar

mour ofGOD. In the midst of varied and complex

temptations, none have been permitted to enter my

heart. 1 fometimes feel a void , which none can fill

but the Deity, and the profpect offuture good gives

prefent eafe-they fhall be filled .

" I reft upon thy word, the promife is for me.”

"How various are the works ofGoD in grace as

well as nature ! My foul of late has been exceed

ingly oppreffed with trouble, yet at times fcarce

able to fupport under the weight of divine love.

This is truly a refining furnace.

E
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" Perhapsone of the greateſt rewards JEHOVAH can

confer on his fervants here, is , to prepare them, by

painful trials, for further enjoyment of himſelf.

Every branch in me that bearethfruit, hepurgeth it,

"that it may bringforth more fruit.”

"I feel a greater deadneſs to earthly objects, even

when comparatively neglected by the good and wife.

This affords me more leifure to feek my happineſs

alone in GoD. I am fatisfied he is an unchangeable

good.

-

" The fufpenfion of divine confolation is truly

painful ; it feels like the first ripe fruit gathered .

Many things offer to make me difcontented in my

ftation of life, yet ſtill I cry,

" None but CHRIST to me be given

" None but CHRIST in earth or heaven."

"Ieſteem it afavour to feel the infufficiency of paſt

experience, whilft my foul cries after GoD, and is

athirst for an increaſe of all the fruits of the Spirit.

I have been much exercifed of late with temptations

to doubt the being of GoD ; but I exercife myfelf

more in prayer than reafoning on that fubject .

66

March 24. Thirty-fix years of my life are this

day paffed over, and with Jacob I may fay, Few and

evil have my days been. Near thirty years ſpent in

vanity and folly ; but, Oh ! what a day of reft does

my foul now enjoy ! words are too mean to ſet it

forth. The Scripture is food indeed to my foul ;

and I dread more a famine of this , than ofthe bread

that perisheth.

" Pride is a many- headed monfter, and ſometimes

appears in the guife of humility ; be- clouding the

mind with Satan's temptations, to warp the under

ſtanding, and give a wrong bias to the judgment,

unfavourable to God's work in the foul, which, if

B 4
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yielded to, would interrupt and prevent communion->

with God ; but thanks be to thee, my bleffed LORD,

for the light which maketh manifeſt this device, and

ftrength whereby I am enabled to look to my Great

Inftructor in all things.

" I would not act but in his light,

" Nor would I walk but in his might,.

" Nor think a thought, nor fpeak a word, without my LORD."

" Minifters ofthe gospel ought to be highly efteem

ed for their works' fake . If any are fo unfortunate

as to turn afide, or grow weary before their work is

done, I mourn in fecret, and think I could willingly

die rather than that a preacher of the gofpel fhould

fall from the grace of GoD .

" For near a year paſt, Satan has variouſly tried to

fet me againſt a very near and intimate friend , with

whom I live ; but now, I truft, it is all done away.

Why ſhould my eye be evil becaufe GoD is good?

Satan, like man in his lapfed eftate, has fought out

many inventions ; time and experience are the ſchool

for the gaining knowledge of his devices.

" Till now I have never experienced a temptation

to be weary of a dependent ftate ; but this was the

fin of fallen angels. I funk down with fhame and

reverence at the feet of Jesus, and prayed for hu

mility, deep, grounded humility. Sweet peace and

joy filled my foul. Evermore may I live dependent

on JESUS. All our bleffings derived by faith are like

Ifaac's fons of laughter..

June 3. " A day much to be remembered, juft five

years fince the adorable Spirit took poffeffion of my

heart, and fweetly fubjected my neck to the Re

deemer's yoke ; and when I have ( without my own

inventions) put on his burthen alone, it has always

been light.
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"After hearing a profitable fermon this evening,

the adverſary, like a lion, was ready to devour me.

On my return home, I was ftrongly tempted to an

ger. I betook me to the weapon of prayer ; but

notwithſtanding I looked to the LORD. " I am not

clear I have not fuftained fome lofs, O how tender

and delicate is the Spirit of GOD , always ſuſceptible

of the flighteſt touch of evil confented to in the

mind!

"Inthe public means, I was exceedingly exercifed

to doubt if the Scriptures were ofGOD, and to think

them only the invention of men ." This was a blow

at the root of her hope. The next ſtep would have

been to give up all that the Spirit had wrought in

her foul. As experience is founded on the word of

GOD, fo is the word founded on him that made all

things ; and made peace for a rebellious world by

the blood of his cross.

"My fpecies up in arms, not one exempt,

" Yetfor the fouleft of the foul He died."

" I am glad it is written, He that believeth fhall

not make hafte. Satan's devices are fometimes de

tected by the hurry he ftrives to raiſe in my mind.

I have frequent and painful conflicts with that un

wearied foe : the battle of the warrior is at times

with confufed noife ; but ftill I find greater is he

that is with me, than all the powers of hell ; and

every freſh victory my LORD infures, is to me a fur

ther confirmation ofhis all- fufficient grace .

" I defire to ſpend the remaining part ofmy life in

a clofer walking with GoD , and in labours of love

to my fellow-creatures-feeding the hungry, cloth

ing the naked, inftructing a few of the rifing gene

ration in the principles of religion , and, in every

B 5
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poffible way I am capable, miniftering to them that

fhall be heirs of falvation .”

" Mr. T. Eden's Sermons have been rendered not

only inftructive, but very profitable ; his private con

verfation no lefs fo to me and others,

" Trials and croffes are now become morebearable.

O what love do I fee in the various dealings of GoD

with my foul, removing me from one furnace to an

other, not as a capricious father, that chaſtiſeth a

child, but that I may be a partaker of his holineſs.

I am now better acquainted than ever with the words

of Ifaiah, " A man offorrows, and acquainted with

"griefs."
66

may

" There are twoways by which our Heavenly Fa

ther removes our attachment to this preſent world :

ift, By mixing pain with all our comforts, that we

be led to feek comfort in him alone, with whom

there is fulneſs of joy ; zdly, Admitting us, by faith,

to look within the veil , and giving us foretaftes of

thofe pleaſures which flow at his right hand for ever

When the foul experiences this indubitable

feal, this earneſt of the purchaſed poffeffion, the ſcale

ftrongly preponderates in favour of " departing to be

with CHRIST, which is far better.”

more.

"Where the faints in his prefence receive

" Their full and eternal reward ;

" In Jesus, in heaven, they live,

" They reign in the fmile of their LORD.

" The flame of angelical love

"Is kindled at Jesus's face,

" And all their enjoyment above

" Confifts in the rapturous gaze.

"There isa ftrange faſcinating power in the crea

ture to draw the foul from, or divide the heart with

the LORD. This kind oftemptation is conquered by

fight I am no where fafe but in the cleft of the

2
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rock. With perfect fubmiffion I pray, but I long to

trim my wings, and fly to yonder bleffed abode . I

am ftrongly folicited by the rulers of darkness to

think I am a mere enthufiaft in all I do ; but a more

dangerous temptation, perhaps, is that of letting out

my affections too far to the creature.

Aug. 24. " I have profited much under the minif

try of Mr. Henderſon and Mr. Rhodes. Mr. R. has

been a laborious man, and rendered uſeful in this

circuit . He has been truly upright in all things.

May his uſefulneſs continue and abound ."

It is not unfrequent for Chriftians of a confider

able ſtanding in the church, to anticipate happineſs

or mifery, in profpect of a future, but untried fitua

tion ; the former is realiſed by patient continuance

in well doing ; the latter is inevitable to the difcon

tented.

66

For fome years Mifs B. lived with a large family,

the principal care of which devolved upon her.

This, with an apparent difreliſh in them to facred

things, made her breathe a wiſh (but with ſubmiſſion

to the Divine will ) for a remove. Nothing but va

nity furrounds me, and my ears are from day to day

accoſted withſcarce any thing higher than this world .

I am in hopes my deliverance draws near, that the

LORD will provide me fome little peaceful home. I

wait to know his will, that I may not run before,

but follow Providence. O that my head were wa

ters, and mine eyes fountains of tears, that I might

weep day and night for this unconverted family !

"Notwithstanding the comfort ofthe Divine Spirit,

which is the infeparable companion of a life of

faith, and devotednefs to GOD, it is evident Mifs B.

had, as a true difciple of her LORD, frequently to

conflict with the rulers ofthe darkness of this world.

B 6
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Sep. 8. To-day the mighty power of GoD pre

ferved me from finking both in body and mind, hav

ing met with cloſe diſappointments . My foul fuf

tained it, but my flesh abhorred to bear the affliction of

the mind.

66

Just as I was fainting under my preffure , it was

very ſeaſonably applied , The LORD will lay no more

upon me than he will enable me to bear. I remem

bered JEHOVAH's faithfulneſs , and was ftrengthened.

▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬▬ 12. " The confined circle in which by far the

greater part ofour ſex move, furniſhes us with daily

proofs, that a very confiderable part of domeſtic life

is paffed over agreeably, or very painfully, even with

fervants, as they are adequate to, agreeable in, and

manifeft a complacency or difplacency in ferving

their fuperiors. After nine years faithful fervitude

to me and all in this family, it is with great reluc

tance I part with my pious maid, Molly Rockall. I

hope her exemplary piety will render her uſefulneſs

more extenfive , and her ſtation equally ornamental.”

The whole of a Chriftian's life is made up ofmany

parts : Paft confolations prepare for future trials ;

and the more dependent we are on the arm of Omni

potence, the leſs fhall we be difpofed to lean on the

bruifed reed of mortal man.

¿

24. " There is great need of prayer and pa

tience to ſuſtain my preſent afflictions of body and

mind my faith is variously exercifed ; the LORD.

appears to be fulfilling that promiſe, " I will fhew

you what great things you fhall ſuffer for my

" fake." Let this cup be removed, or, O
myGOD!

let thy grace be fufficient for me. My heart hath

faid,

66

" No croſs, no fuffering I decline,

" Only let all my heart be thine."
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The deep and invariable regard Miſs B. had to

the whole gospel of CHRIST, manifefted itſelf in her

exemplary conduct. She was not dextrous in pick

ing and culling the promiſes, and leaving the pre

cepts ; no, the commands of her LORD were the very

joy of her foul. For many years ſhe uſed to fet

apart every Friday as a day of fafting and prayer,

while herbody could bear it ; on which the expreffes

herſelfthus :

1771 , Jan. 12. " This day I found great nearness

to and communion with GOD. I ftill find fafting

rendered a bleſſed mean to my foul, a mean almoſt

out ofuſe with profeffors in general of all deſcrip

tions ; but is this any reaſon it ſhould be neglected ?

no, not by me, for I never ufe it, but my foul is

brought nearer to God."

Whatever Miſs B. thought conducive to her fpi

ritual profperity, the glory of GoD, or the intereſt

of religion, was by her never declined : her fortitude

and refolution in theſe refpects were equalled byfew;

fhe deemed fuffering only as a mean, having expe

rienced its falutary effects in the hands of her LORD ;

it was to her profitable.

How much easier would the draught of life go

down, and the waters of Mara change their bitter

quality, could we but believe croffes and afflictions

work outfor us afar more exceeding and eternal weight

ofglory?

" I feel (thefays) I drink ofCHRIST's fuffering cup.

Glory be to him for counting me worthy to be a

partaker ofhis fufferings , as one of his members ; it

makes me love him the more, trufting, if I am a

companion with him in pain, I fhall alſo be a par

taker with him in glory. There is a ſweetneſs in

fuffering I never felt before ."
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Some part of the Sabbath-day fhe devoted to in

ftructing a few children in the principles of the

Chriſtian religion. It is exceedingly difficult to

fix any fenfe of the evil of fin, or the fear of GOD,

on the minds of children ; to open the eyes of the

blind, and turn even children from darkneſs to

light.

In the midft of perfons who favour of nothing but

the things ofthe world, it is truly animating to find

a follower of CHRIST faying, " I feel my life hid

" with CHRIST in GOD ; and when CHRIST , who

" is my life, ſhall appear, I ſhall appear with him in

" glory."

In the Chriftian warfare, all our graces are fome

times exerciſed at once, and at others feparately.

Previous to fharp and cloſe trials, an increaſe of

love is given as a cordial to ſuſtain the croſs, and not

unfrequently after the ftorm is over, yet only juſt

fufficient ftrength to bear up in the midſt ofthe con

flict ; but in this let us hope; for as the LORD know

eth bow, fo alfo does he know when to deliver the

godly out of temptation .

Jan. 23. " The will of God is more pleafing to

me than my daily food. At times I am ſtrongly

tempted' to contract the profitable exerciſe of cloſet

devotion. Rifing at five in the morning is a pain

ful taſk to nature ; but I remember, when this day

of painful trial is paft, there is an eternal reft re

ferved for the children of GOD."

Trials from profeffors are very painful, yet fre

quently rendered profitable, by removing us from

the precarious truft on an arm of fleſh, to lean on the

all-ſufficient arm of an omnipotent God : yet I love

a friend ; a Chriftian friend I deem a valuable ac

quifition.



MISS HANNAH BALL. -39

JO

AN

13

C

" Friendship ! 'Tis the link that binds,

" Unites, and forms the harmony of minds,

" Makes them with ſympathiſing raptures glow,

"Or move like anſw’ring uniſons in woe. "

Feb. 11. A tree that ſtands a ſtrong tempeft, and

the Chriftian that endures temptation, are likely to

be eſtabliſhed ! How comfortable to a pious mind,

conſtantly to feel with our friend , " I am content

with the approbation of GoD alone ; no anxious

cares expoſe my breaſt .

" I live to-day, and take no painful care for to

morrow ; GOD has favoured me with an increaſe of

love.

" Inwardand outward exerciſes make holineſs more

amiable in my eyes. We are apt, like Peter, to

dictate to our Maſter for croffes and comforts. Our

happineſs and ſafety lies in a uniform obfervance of

his revealed will, leaving the time and manner of

all the reft to him.

"LORD! help me to bear up under my preſent

trials both in body and mind, and make tribulation

more lovely to me ; for furely it is the high way of

holinefs.

66

" This has beena day of weeping beforethe LORD,

for more faith, having been on the verge of reaſon

ing myſelfout of confidence and comfort.

" The powers of darkneſs are unwearied in exer

cifing their wiles in matters of religion , reſtleſs to

plunder the Chriſtian of God's image. Happy and

fafe are they that meet theſe rulers of darkneſs , not

as Ephraim met Ifrael's foes , and turned back inthe

day of battle, but as Jehoshaphat : " We have no

" might against this great multitude that cometh against

us; but our eyes are unto thee, O Lord!”

How pleafing to find her emerging from this con

Alict, with advantage to herſelf, expreffing her thank
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fulness for what ſhe had paffed through, if it might

but be rendered beneficial to others, and for having

gained fome farther knowledge of her own weak

nefs , Satan's devices, with an additional proof of

GOD's being a very preſent help in the time of need.

March 3. The ſhorteſt and moſt effectual method

ofovercoming temptation is prayer and faith ; this

Mifs B. found by happy experience. " I watch for

thy coming, O LORD ! to confound Satan more and

more, for I give myſelfup to thee : LORD, do thou

anfwer for me, determined, through grace, not to

reafon with Satan, though in the paths of death I

tread ."
720

Having paffed through clofe, ftrong, and almost

uninterrupted conflicts of foul, the LORD at length

graciously lifted her head above her enemies, and

favoured her with light and joy ; on which ſhe thus

remarks :

5. " My foul is kept in a folid, calm peace,

with a mind ftaid upon the LORD : temptations offer,

but they do not diſtreſs me ; all is ferene, and my

foul refts in GOD."

27. The not diſtinguiſhing between temp

tation and fin, is to many fincere fouls the fource of

various perplexing and painful reaſonings . It was

in the cloudy and dark day of fore trial that Satan

infinuated a queftion to raiſe doubt, " Ifthou be the

" Son of GOD ?" No doubt, the time , the manner,

as well as the degree of our temptations, are all by

the wife permiffion and difpofal of the LORD.

Satan was now permitted to attack her as a roar

ing lion, and the accufer of the brethren. " The

forepart of this day I was tempted to think I had

the ſpirit of a devil , inſtead of the fpirit of CHRIST.

When the force of this fiery temptation abated, I

was enabled to pray and pour out my complaint to

C
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GOD, and was comforted. Light and truth difpart

ed the cloud afunder ; my foul was invigorated by

the reflection that our LORD, when upon earth , was

accuſed with having a devil. O what a fevere trial

was this to me ! but praiſed be the LORD, my foul

is ftill in peace, and longing for more communion

withGod."

April 21. " It is a comfort that light is fown for

the righteous to discover the fnares of the devil .

My faith is ftrengthened to go forward in the midſt

ofpreffing temptations, and it is ftrongly infinuated

I have entered into them ; but I know it is a temp

tation . Praiſed be the LORD for making manifeft

this device alfo. " Refift the devil, and he will flee

" from you," is the fame to-day as yeſterday."

Mifs B.'s views of the Chriftian temper and fpirit

were very juft, and her heart breathed a wish to

blend the ſweet and amiable meekness of JESUS with

a firmness ofmind, not to be moved from the hope

of the gospel.

·23. " I have been preſerved happy in the love

of GOD this day ::

" Not a cloud doth arife, to darken the ſkies,

" Or hide for a moment the LORD from my eyes."

" O what a comfort to be clofely united to JESUS,

my LORD ! May I ever be kept humble at his feet !

I have no grace in store ; I long for a deeper growth

in humility, that at length I may obtain a crown of

life. I am unworthy of what I feel ; but Gon is

love.

--- 28. " I am thankful my foul has not been

entangled in bondage fince I was fet at liberty : the

glory is only due to GoD, who hath raifed up fuch

a. monument of his mercy."
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There is nothing that can prevent the followers of

CHRIST from glorying in themſelves, equal to a

proper knowledge of the economy of falvation, and

realifing views of CHRIST by faith. May the fol

lowing fentiment be engraven, as with the point of

a diamond, on every reader's heart .

May 13. She writes, " I have felt fuch a deep

fenſe of my weakneſs and unworthineſs , that I clear

ly diſcover, if I am eternally faved, it must be en

tirely through what CHRIST has done for me, and

the holineſs he hath wrought in me, and not for the

fake of good works. If it were not for CHRIST, I

muft eternally perish ; but, glory be to him! he is

fuch a Saviour as I need. O for a ſtronger faith in

JESUS ! My foul lies humbled at his feet, to think

I do him no more worthy ſervice."

Jan. 2, 1772. " TheLORD is humblingme ; how

low wilt thou lay me yet ? it is what I have longed

and prayed for ; O may, I not be difcouraged when

the LORD anfwers my prayer!

"Afterſpeaking freely to a Chriftian friend ofcloſe

temptations, I was greatly exerciſed in mind, and

wept much before the LORD. In this trial came

very opportunely a letter from my invaluable friend,

Molly Rockall, which was a word in ſeaſon."

The tendernefs of Mifs B.'s mind manifefted it

felfby a review of her conduct in little matters .

4. " Many temptations offered to -day, but I

have been affifted to follow the voice ofmy fhepherd .

Satan attends me in many duties, frequently tempt

ing me to think I have acted wrong in various con

cerns of the day ; but this I feel, JESUS is with me.

25. " I exceedingly rejoice that my fifter

Nancy has obtained the love that cafteth out fear

which hath torment. Her very face beſpoke her
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happineſs ofmind, and the praiſes of GOD. I felt

a folid joy reſt on my own foul . By the converſa

tion I this day had with my mother, I cannot doubt

her enjoying the liberty of the children of GoD.

July 31. " The beauties of holineſs are more than

ufual opentothe eye of faith, after fome fevere trials.

Exerciſes and temptations are a balance to afpiring

thoughts. I love the LORD, from an experimental

fenfe of his love to me.

66
Aug. 9. My foul is in peace, but ſtill I long to'

be filled with Deity. A holy fear is my conftant at

tendant, that temptation may not wound my foul ;

that I am kept, is by the Almighty Power and good

nefs ofGOD. I am thankful for a conſtant convic

tion that all my falvation from beginning to the end

is the free, unmerited gift of GOD. Repentance,

holy mourning, faith in our LORD JESUS CHRIST,

grace to feek perfect love, and eternal glory, are all

freelygiven to us ofGOD, as the purchaſe ofthe blood

ofCHRIST. I feel a vehement defire to stand, as an

iron pillar, ftrong. Is not this alfo of the LORD?

O may deep humility cover all !

14. " This has been a year of inſtructive ex

perience, which the LORD has mercifully brought

me through. It is no lefs pleafing than profitable

to review the merciful dealings of the LORD , in ex

tricating me from many temptations and devices of

Satan, and preventing me from falling into his

fnares. Sweet has been the confolation I have en

joyed in GoD and his love . Refreshing feaſons from

the prefence of the LORD have , greatly encouraged

me to urge on my way to the Canaan of everlaſting

reft. More health of body , peace amongſt relations,

restoration of religious friends, favour in the fight

of the children of GoD ; time fails to recount the

mercies ofmy LORD.

―
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Aug. 23. "Oflat , in clofe exerciſes, I have been,

like fome heirs to eftates, obliged to prove my title .

I adverted to a paffage fometime fince fealed upon

my heart by the Holy Spirit, " All are yours." Now

was my heart fully difpofed to do or fuffer the will

of my Heavenly Father. I did not think highly of

myfelf, but humbly of my attainments . As many a

good eftate has been spent in law, fo by reafoning

with Satan I might have lost my evidence for glory ;

but through divine aid was enabled to raiſe the fhield

of faith, and repel his fiery darts.

Sept. 9. " I never felt the work of God fo deep

in my foul as of late. I have now a more general

command and eafier government
of my thoughts,

words, and actions. I feel that the leaft unkind

thought pains myfoul. Surely the LORD is able to

keep that which I have committed
unto him. My

faith is tried ; LORD , undertake
for me."

The critical obfervers in the church of CHRIST

are fometimes more liberal in their cenfures , than

zealous to imitate the active fpirits of thofe who are

laying out all their ftrength of body and mind for

the glory of GoD . Mifs B. remarks, " This week

I have paffed through many inward fufferings. O

what joy ought it to be to me ; for furely if there

had been a better way to heaven than fuffering,

CHRIST Would have fhewed it by word and example.

I do praise him in the trying hour.

" Satanfeemsto be not yet without hope,27.

that I fhall fo love the creature, as in part to decline

in love to God ; but I have faith to believe the re

verfe. This day I felt perfect refignation for my

future life to be difpofed of, as the wiſdom ofmy

GOD fees beft, either in a married or a ſingle ſtate ;

I have no decided choice ; to me it does not appear

s
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adviſable to fhrink from the former, if GoD can be

thereby moft glorified .

" Strange fires far from my foul remove ;

" My every act, word, thought, be love."

" Inthe midft ofclofe and trying temptations, thou,

LORD, who knoweft all things, knoweft that I love

thee with all my heart. If it will be for thy glory,

and my advantage, I ſhould be ſharply affaulted with

thoſe hellish darts, Father, thy will be done ; but,

O LORD! if it be thy will, let this cup paſs from

me ; and what I feel this day, may I feel no more

for ever.

" I am now taught, not to depend on any bleffings

received at any particular time, but to preſerve an

holy dependence on GoD for conftant fupplies of

ſpiritual nouriſhment. Thus I truſt to abide on him,

till

" I reach the joys above,

" And taste the pleaſures there."

1773, April 8. Of late the LORD has graciouſly

increaſed my little ſtock of love ; what was once as

a parting ſtream, is now like a Jordan's flood . I

enjoy much greater peace and ftronger faith : the

light of heaven fhines on my path, and I know my

works are wrought of GoD.

" By the warning of the Spirit, and of friends, I

am apprehenfive of a dangerous fhare, though at a

diſtance ; but the cry of my foul is, O that I may

live before thee, LORD ! and let thine arm rule for

me.

" O that I may walk with God !

" JESUS, my companion be;

" Lead me to thy bleft abode,

" Thro' the fire and thro' the fea."
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" In the midft of much oppofition, I find the pre

fence of God ſupporting me ; trials ftir me up to

frequent fervent prayer, that I may ſtand unmoved

in all the ways of the LORD.

" No earthly charms my ſoul ſhall move

" From the bleft object of my love."

June 3. " Seven years ago to-day I found peace

with God ; and, praiſed be my Divine Preferver,

to this time have I enjoyed a conftant witneſs of my

acceptance ; and my ſoul ſtill hungers, LORD ! for

thee. It is a fource of inexpreffible grief to reflect

on the apparent diftance of fome relations from the

life and enjoyment of genuine piety.

cc
Aug. 22. None but GoD and myſelfknow what

a week of temptations I have paffed through. I

cannot expreſs the number or ſtrength of Satan's af

faults, but ſtill am preferved a monument of GOD'S

abundant mercy and faving power.

" Thus tried is every faithful foul.

" As gold and filver tried,

" Purg'd by grief, and purg'd by pain,

" And ſeven times purified.t

" All who ſtand the fiery teft,

" Receive thine image from above,^

" Bear the fav'rite name impreft,

" The fav'rite name of love."

1774, March 14. " Temptations croud thickupon

me, yet I enjoy an uninterrupted peace. LORD, do

I ftill need fuch painful monitors to quicken my dul

nefs ? I am but a beggar at thy feet, and every mo

ment need thy help.

"When broken fpirits dwell in duſt,

" The God of grace is nigh.".

↓
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" In paffing through evil and good report, I defire

not to be puffed up by the one , nor depreſſed by the

other, while it is written, " My grace isfufficient for

" thee."

" The company of the ungodly is of a leavening

nature . I can with eaſe relinquish their fociety, and

yet by hastily avoiding that contagion , I feel a dan

ger no lefs fatal, but more deluſive, in cleaving to

the creature. This makes me cry mightily to the

LORD ; let all my affections and paffions be under

thy controul, and all engaged for Gov.

June 3. " It is now eight years fince I firſt found

the favour of GOD , and have never loſt a ſenſe of his

love.

66
Perhaps it may be fomething fingular, that I am

more cloſely affaulted with temptations under preach

ing, than at other times ; to hear without this in

terruption would be a pleafure, but fubmiffion here

is good.

"At preſent I amfaved from an inordinate attach

ment to perſons or things, and defire nothing in

competition with the love of Gon. My foul breathes

for a freſh ſupply of faith and love.

1775 ,
Feb. 17. (6 My foul was much refreſhed in

vifiting a poor woman, with five fmall children, and

a fixth hourly expected ; and yet her only attendant

´in this ſituation was her affectionate huſband , whoſe

fmall earnings were the fupport of the whole family.

I found the woman happy and compoſed in her mind,

willing to live or die. Oh ! what can equal the fup

port which religion gives to the foul in an hour of

affliction ?"

The grace of God gives a fingularly tender con

fcience. This faithful recorder of our actions re

monftrates for every deviation from truth. Mifs B.

was made to feel keenly for a prevaricating word.

4
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" Iwas (fays fhe) deeply humbled before the LORD

for it ; the LORD was gracious in healing my afflict

ed mind ; may patience have its perfect work !"

Theywho follow CHRIST fhall not walk in dark

nefs, but have the light of life. By the happy ex

perience of this truth, Mifs B. became well ſkilled

in the devices of Satan, and could diftinguiſh be

tween being tempted, and yielding to the tempta

tion.

March 4. " By a train of thoughts this morning,

which tended to pride, if indulged , I was led to cry

earneftly tothe LORD for deeper humility, and found

an encouraging anſwer. Amidft frequent attacks

from my unwearied foes, the LORD's Spirit lifted

up a ſtandard , and their proud waves were ſtayed.

The praiſe is only due to my ever-faithful Preferver,

who keeps ine all his own ; although there is no dif

charge from this war of temptation whilſt here be

low.

Feb. 8. " After praying with fome children, which

I meet every Sabbath-day, to inftruct in the princi

ples of Chriſtianity, I was grievously tempted that

I had given my heart to the creature ; but upon ex

amination , when or in what? I found it proceeded

from the father of lies . My defires are unto GOD,

to be his only ; and , by divine affiſtance, I feel re

folved to believe till rooted in the knowledge and

love of GOD .

Feb. 18. " I have received, I truft, an increaſe of

patience ; my foul refts in GoD . To the end I may

improve in his knowledge, I read, write, pray, hear

the word preached, converfe with the people of GOD,

faft , or ufe abftinence, together with every pruden

tial help, as channels only, for receiving the grace

of God; but private prayer is in general the moft

ftrengthening mean of all.
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" I rejoice to hear that Molly Rockall's youngeſt

fifter has found peace and happineſs in GoD. This

is the fifth fifter of that family that has been con

verted to God in leſs than a year ; and one brother

in-law, who is entered into his Maſter's joy.

May 4. " In the meeting of the children , one

about fourteen years ofage, faid fhe had found the

love of Jesus fhed abroad in her heart.

24. "Again I find my unwearied adverſary

ftriving to make me doubt the exiſtence of a GOD ;

but am enabled to hold faft my confidence in the

LORD. Were I to reafon with that cunning enemy,

perplexing thoughts would foon follow.

" In prayer and filent adoration, I with joy wor

fhip the three-one JEHOVAH.

June 2. " For nine years paft, I have enjoyed

much ofthe life-giving prefence of my LORD and

Saviour, have found ftrength proportioned to my

day, and ſtill prove fuffering faith does brighter

grow, as gold when in the furnace tried .

Aug. 31 . Myfoul is more than ever eſtabliſhed

on the Rock of Ages. Forgetting thofe things

which are behind , I prefs forward to obtain all pur

chaſed and promiſed bleffings .

Sept. 1. " This evening died Mrs. Love, having

enjoyed for ſeveral weeks a comfortable fenfe of

Gou's forgiving love. Patient in fuffering, her

converfation and countenance were expreffive of the

tranquil peace her foul poffeffed, before fhe entered

into the joy of her LORD . This is a fecond to whom

the LORD has made my private converfation profit

able: to him alone be all the glory.

19. "I emptations flythick about me as bees,

now I am deprived of bodily health ; but all my

..care is caft on GoD : I could thankfully leave this

C

. 66
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dale ofwoe ; nothing fhakes my calm, uninterrupted

affurance ofbeing with my LORD in glory.

I languish and long to be there,

" Where Jesus has fix'd his abode,

" Oh ! when fhall we meet in the air,

" And fly to the mountain of GOD !"

Nov. 21. "Mifs Fuller, who was laſt eveningun

der deep diftrefs of foul , is now happy in the love of

JESUS . We all partake the common blifs, and glory

to the LORD is given.

Dec. 1. " Laft evening, my fifter N

to the falvation of her foul .

-y believed

1775, March 25. " I awoke this morning with

thefe words on my mind, The LORD only is my fup

port; and they were refreſhing to my foul. He ap

peared ready to help in every time of need. For

fome time past I have felt a determination to feek

comfort only in GoD ; and if it were his will I ſhould

not be favoured with this, I would feek for grace to

be fatisfied in his will.

Aug.9. " I never enjoyed more of the divine pre

fence, nor ever faw myſelfin greater danger of de

parting from God . I am all weakness , but my truß

is in the arm of JEHOVAH.

1776, Jan. 19. “ Temptations prefs cloſe and thick

upon me, but 1 feel a fecret power to refufe. Guard

and defend me, O LORD , that temptations enter not

into my heart. Diligence, and active employment

in daily concerns, is to me an admirable preſervative

from many temptations.

Feb. 16 .
" Every Friday I fet apart as a day of

fafting and prayer. This painful task to nature is

more than compenfated by the divine communica

tions of love to the foul . O tranfporting thought,

to be for ever with the LORD ! I long to meditate
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more on thofe divine glories which the foul fhall be

raviſhed with to all eternity.

June 3. " I am in much pain of body, my ſpirits

are brought low, and nature recoils at the bitter cup

of affliction ; yet, though forrowful, I do rejoice,

and adore Infinite Wifdom for all his difpenfations
,

believing that the most painful will work for my

good . I long to behold him whom my foul loves.

O for near communion
with, and conformity to my

LORD!

" I think my experience runs like a flow but deep

ening ftream . I want more of that tender love to

the weak of CHRIST'S flock, that will bear with

their infirmities. In a good meaſure I can fay,

" I feel my warmeft paffions dead

" To all that carth can boaft ;

" This foul of mine was never made

" For vanity and duſt."

66
July2. Upon the ftricteft examination , I do ad

vance I truſt , in the divine life, but feel the need of

growing in the ftrength ofgrace ; that neither per

fons northings may be able to move me frommy cen

_tre and rock.

" I truly wish to walk before the LORD in as per

fe&t a manner as it is my privilege , and always to

do thofe things that are pleafing in his fight.

oa: 1. " Having been much oppreffed for two

days with fucceffive and various temptations, this

afternoon my foul feels like Samfon when the cords

were broken with which he was bound . It is the

LORD that delivers me from furrounding foes .

――――――――――――――
3. "In retirement to-day, I found fuch near

nefs to the glorified throng before the throne, as I

never before experienced . I long for greater con

formity to my LORD in holiness, that I may be ca

pable offellowship with him in his glory.

C 2
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X

Nov.1. " In a cloſe attack of the enemy to dif

couragement, faith and reaſon came to my aid, with

a fixed reſolution not to yield fo long as I can ob

tain ftrength to refift. The refult of this combat

was an increaſe of divine confolation.

Dec. 17. " It is now nine years fince, by divine

grace, I was enabled
to give my whole heart to the

LORD ; fince which time, Satan, or any intruding

idol, has not been permitted
to enter. Not unto me,

but to JEHOVAH
JESUS, be the glory afcribed

. It

is by grace I am preferved
; and every moment

,

LORD, I need the merit of thy death. I long to

increaſe
in all Chriftian

knowledge
and virtue.

21. "Howdiverfified are Satan's temptations !

At one time, a crowd of worldly thoughts would

pour in, to create folicitude and anxiety ; then, the

excellencies and qualifications of perfons painted

ftrongly on the imagination, to render them de

firable, and intended by Satan to rival the LORD . If

thefe fail, he will reverſe his plan, and tempt to

difcontent and impatience in my prefent fituation

or circumſtances. What wonder, if a more eligible

fituation be marked out by the grand deceiver, who

availed himſelf of our LORD's low eftate in the wil

derness, to preſent to his mind the kingdoms ofthe

world , and the glories of them. Thus has my foul

been exerciſed for fome days paft, but the LORD

difcovers the tempter in his approach ; I am pre

ferved watching unto prayer, and Satan is bruiſed

under my feet.

1777, Jan. 1. " Theprecioufnefs offaith was this

morning realiſed to my foul . May I be affifted to

exerciſe it conſtantly for myſelf and others. I long

for a freſh manifeſtation of the three- one JEHOVAH.

In private prayer I have fore conflicts ; Satan ſtrives

to prevent my pouring out all my complaints to the
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LORD ; but vain is the expectation of help from any

other. I want renewed viſits of divine love. Alas !

what are all external forms without cloſe union with

GOD? Seek, and ye ſhall find, is a freth ſpring to

my foul.

66

How trifling are the fmall differences of opinion

which have obtained in the church of CHRIST , to

fouls who are feeking to be renewed in righteousness

and true holiness ! I this day had fweet fellowship

with one whofe views can by no means extend fo far

as the merits and love of CHF IST to all the apoftate

race of Adam. However, I find fellowship with all

thofe who contend for a new creation .

""

15. Myfoul is led out in earneſt prayer in

behalf of Mr. B- t-g of this town, lately an atten

tive hearer at our place of worship. May he be a

doer of God's will, and eternally faved !

March 15. " I have great heavinefs ofmind, and

oft fore travel of foul for my brothers and relations .

I pour out my heart to GoD in their behalf ; and

long to be more uſeful in ferving my generation ac

cording to the will of God.

24. " I am this day forty-three years old :

as years increaſe, may I grow more wife and gra

cious.

―

—

" Mr. Valton has been an indefatigable minifter in

this circuit, and rendered ufeful to many : his in

ftructions in private, as well as public, have been

much owned of the LORD .

" Mrs. Hanks's pious converfation has been made

very uſeful to me. I have great fellowſhip with that

good woman.. She has an enlarged foul to ſerve the

interefts of her Lord and Maſter .

Aug. 7. " The cheering beams of Jesus ' love,

after painful exerciſes and trials, refemble the fhining

C 3
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fun on the weary traveller after a dark and cloudy

day.

Sept. 6. " From exercises for a fortnight paſt, I

have a kind of fever ; but in earnest prayer at a

throne of grace, the LORD was intreated, and ſent

me help out of Zion. I can now offer the grateful

facrifice of praife. Where fhall I his praife begin?

November 9. " I had this day a moſt blefied , but

indefcribable impreffion on my foul, ofthe three-one

JEHOVAH , all equal in Deity ; while thefe words

flowed from my heart, the LORD, he is the GOD.

12. " I now fee the folly of declining the

crofs in little things : little croffes, when patiently

borne, make up in number what they want in weight.

I am humbled at my LORD's feet, defiring grace

equal to my every future trial.

66
1778, January 10. Ilong for clofer communion

with CHRIST ; with faints on earth, and faints in

heaven.

66
It is my delight to be diligent in temporal, as

well as fpiritual matters ; ferving with careful Mar

tha's hands, but humble Mary's heart.

" The profperity of Zion lies near my heart: I find

great affiſtance from the LORD, in praying for the

increaſe of Zion's converts, amongst all fects and

parties that feck and ferve the LORD CHRIST .

March 2. " I have been forely tempted , to think

I fhall not enjoy fo much of GOD in future life , as

in feaſons that are paft. I doubt not but this device

of Satan is intended to weaken my prefent confidence

in GoD, when deprived of public opportunities for

waiting on him : this is my crofs, not my choice.

I make a virtue of neceffity, and feize a private mo

ment for recollection and prayer.

" Where can fuch fweetnefs dwell,

" As I have found in GoD ? "

།!
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May 24. "By renouncing all ftrength and de

pendence in myfelf, I find the LORD my wifdom and

might. The force of that truth I fenfibly feel, with

out me ye can do nothing. All acceptable obedience

muft flow from a principle of loving faith.

July 11. fee and feel my calling is , a deeper

acquaintance with the GOD of GRACE , that I may

ftand againſt future affaults. I long to ftudy the

word of God, as one fearching for hidden trea

fare.

1779,January 23. "This daymydear motherwent

to Abraham's boſom, rejoicing in Goo her Saviour,

having lived feventy-nine years and fome months.

in this vale of tears. It was an unspeakable confo

lation to her ſurviving children , when ſtanding around

her bed to hear her utter Jacob's dying confeflion

of faith, I have waitedfor thyfalvation, O LORD.

February 18. The little fociety in this town,

having paffed through much perfecution, and great -

interruption in their public devotions, by a Mr.

J's frequently beating a drum during the whole

hour of meeting ; providence has at length pointed

out a convenient fituation for erecting a chapel.

Mr. B-t-g, after handfomely fubfcribing to the

building, generously undertook the fuperintending

the whole work, till it was completed . This la

bour oflove will not be unnoticed by the LORD .

April 6. " By weakness ofbody, my fpirits have

been much depreffed . It was ftrongly fuggefted my

foul was dead to GoD ; but I trusted in HIM who is

almighty, and was not confounded .

May 18. " I have been three weeks confined with

the fmall pox . When I first knew it was that dif

order, I felt no fear, but rather a joy, in hope it

was the Maſter's call to arife and depart, for ever to

be with the LORD ! Soon after, I was permitted to

C 4 .
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be forely buffetted by the enemy in this affault I

faid, where will this conflict end ; in Heaven, or in

Hell? I felt an unſhaken peace in my foul, and the

LORD foon appeared in my behalf; the clouds were

fcattered, and a delightful joy fucceeded the tem

peſt.

June 5. " Although I haveno rival ofmyheart, yet,

unless I am kept by the power of the LORD, I ſhall

prefently fink down into defiring fome perfon or

thing to make me happy. I have frequently found,

after folemn dedication of myfelf to Gov, ftrong

temptations have followed, to try the fincerity of

mylove to my LORD . Who can defcribe the in

fluential power of ftrong temptation?

Auguſt 22. " I have been clofely preffed , by a

temptation with which I was exerciſed eight years

ago where the affections are concerned, it is ex

ceedingly difficult to diftinguifh whether the temp

tation be from one's felf, or Satan . My prayer is,

" LORD, let me fee thy will, nor fuffer me to take

" a ftep, but for thy glory and my furtherance in

" holiness ." It is fometimes a difficult point to

diftinguish between a natural love, and that which

is purely fpiritual : happy is it for thoſe who can fo

preferve their neareft attachments, as not to rob the

LORD ofhis glory.

Sept. 12. " Trials and temptations have been

the portion of my cup for this week paft ; but the

joy I have now, in communion with GoD, more than

compenfates for all. I am ftill as poor as a beggar.

I love always to come, as a dependent creature, to

GOD's all fufficiency : the moft painful trial, I feel

from outward occurrences, is, the being flighted by

profeffors ; I want calmnefs to be joined with

courage,
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November 11. " The Rev. John Weſley opened

our New Chapel, by preaching on, We preach Chrift

crucified; untothe Jews a ftumbling block, &c. c.

On this occafion we had a crowded and genteel

audience. My heart's defire and prayer to God is ,

that this neat and convenient houfe erected to Je

HOVAH's glory, may be an everlafting bleffing to the

town ofWycomb.
ས

15. Satan, by artful reafonings, would draw

a veil of darknefs upon my mind, and lead me to

queftion the fincerity of my experience in the work

ofgrace. Thank GOD, I feel a vigour of fpirit to

prefs forward to more ofthe Divine preſence.

a man for

December 5. " A letter is come to hand, which

informs me of Mr. S W-ll's death :

whom had the highest efteem and regard ; his

public labours and private converfation were ren

dered exceedingly uſeful to many, and much owned

of God to my furtherance in the divine life . He

was near to me as my own foul ; but the LORD can

preferve in the moſt painful trials. I have, in the

courſe ofmy pilgrimage, derived the beſt experience

from the most painful occurrences .

" There is no ftate of life but needs much grace,

and no real happineſs but what comes from GOD .

A fingle life is a felf-denying life . One day, me

ditating on what would conftitute a perfon's happi

nefs that had eſcaped the incidental allurements of

youth, it was powerfully applied to my mind, the

grace ofGoD, and nothing elſe . I have ever found it

true, JESUS is all and in all to the believing foul ;

and where HE is, there is no want of comfort ; to

infure which, we must always have this conuiction,

that it is bygrace weftand."

Theſharpeft trials are followed with the ſweeteſt

taftes of divine confolation . Reft affured, ye heirs of

―

C 5
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CHRIST, that however the profpect of your earthly

comforts is now eclipfed, or circumfcribed, foon ,

very foon will the bridegroom's voice be heard :

Where I am, there my fervants fhall be, that they

may behold my glory.

Dec. 11. " I was to-day as on Pifgah's top, and

more than viewed the promiſed land . Love, divine

love, fo flamed on the altar of my heart, that not a

paffion dared to move while thus furrounded with

GOD. Thofe profpects are truly animating after.

feaſons offore trial.

1780, April . In the garden of Gethsemane, as

well as on mount Tabor, the difciples of Jesus may

fay, it is goodfor us to be here.

May 2. " The latter part of laft week, I was va

riously temptedto fear my foul was not in a profperous

flate. In this cloudy day, I was for a time utterly

at a loss to know whether it was a temptation, or

really the cafe ; yet, confcious I had not departed

from my GoD, I refufed to relinquish my fhield,

notwithſtanding the difcouraging fuggeftion bore

hard against me. In a fhort time after, the clouds

were difperfed, and a cheerful day broke upon my

foul. Joy is fown for the righteous, and gladness

for the upright in heart.

6. " I was called to vifit a woman whomthe

LORD had brought, in the furnace of affliction, to a

fenfe of her fins, and a clear difcovery of his par

doning love. She died rejoicing in GoD her Sa-

viour.

C

CHRIST's flock is fmall, compared with the bulk

of mankind that know not GOD ; yet even of theſe,

very few, it is to be feared, fee and feek fully the

good things which God hath prepared for them on

this fide heaven ; fuch as, communion with the Fa

ther and the Son, the Divine Spirit, as a fountain of
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living water, the pure love of GoD , which cafts out

flaviſh fear, and the foul kept in perfect peace, by a

conftant reliance on the LORD for fresh fupplies of

grace.

Nov. 27. " I have ſweet peace, and amwarned of

approaching danger. May I ever attend my Shep

herd's voice, take up my croſs , and follow the LORD

whitherfoever he fhall lead . The breathing

ofmy foul is for clofer union with my LORD . I feel

communion with my Redeemer ; yea , at this time,

with the three-one JEHOVAH I feel the witneſs

ſtrong and clear, and ſtrength to ſeek the LORD.

66
1781 , Jan. 2. It is well when trials and tempta

tions put an edge to our prayers . Keep me from

fin, is the ardent defire of my heart. Oh ! what is

past experience, if God fhould forfake me ! What

fin is there that I might not fall into ? But my

ftrength is in the mighty GoD of Jacob , whom I

love, and trust with every power of my foul, believ

ing he is preparing me, by painful trials, to bring

forth more fruit.

66

I have oftenproved temptations a fign ofenfuing

comfort.

June 2. This year my cup has been mixed with

many bitters ; but now a ſenſe of the divine prefence

is more than an equivalent for all .

" O Love Divine, how fweet thou art !"

1781 , June 21. All the comforts I have derived ・

from the Rock of my Salvation have been balanced

by trials of various kinds. I may truly fay, " Oh!

" to grace how great a debtor !" .

Sept. 2. * Sometimes, in an hour when we expect

not, the LoD graciouſly viſits his inheritance . In

the night ſeaſon I found as ſtrong a witneſs as I ever

felt, that my heart was all love.
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1784, June 7. " If the LORD renders my feeble

attempts in any meaſure uſeful to his children, or

others, I feel a jealous fear left the leaſt ofthe praiſe

fhould attach to duft and afhes, which ſhould alone

redound to the LORD. Oh ! to be ever kept fo as

that praiſe may not elate, or frowns deprefs my

mind.

The apparent reluctance in many profeffors to at

tend the means of grace ; and the little improve

ments of others in the divine life, often oppreſſed

her zealous foul. She writes on this occafion :

66

i am

29. I this morning feel fomething likethe

beginnings of a broken heart, on account of fome

people's flighting the ways of ftri&t holiness .

weak ; LORD, ftrengthen me. If my LORD would

grant me my requeſt, it would be to die, rather than

live to ſee his work decline.

-

" It is fometimes truly ſeaſonable to have recourſe

to a focial Chriftian friend ; but JESUS is a friend

poffeffed of ftrength and wiſdom,

" To whom I can impart

" The every joy and forrow of my heart."

No trial fhe ever named, in all her Diary, went fo

near her heart, as to be lightly esteemed by the

people of GOD.

1785, January 4. "Neartwenty years fince I first

heard the Methodiſt preaching. Innumerable are

the bleffings I have received from a bountiful GOD.

The trials and temptations he hath preſerved me in,

and brought me through, I cannot recount, but they

are all numbered, and paft Hitherto the LORD

hath been my help, and the crowning grace of all is,

a fweet taste of his love.



MISS HANNAH BALL. 61

March 5. " TheLORD graciouſly diſpoſes my heart

with ftrong defire, whereunto have attained , to

hold faft, nor walk in a lower path than my heaven

ly LORD commands. I feel the need of wiſdom, and

the Spirit's conftant aid, that I may not be weaken

ed by flow degrees . Thou mighty preferver of them

that truft in thee, make bare thine arm , Omy GOD!

and lead me in a plain path, becauſe of mine ene

mies."

The following is a rare appeal, yet her uniform

piety leaves no doubt of its fincerity : " I call to wit

neſs, ye heavens and earth, and all the heavenly

hoſts, if death be not preferable to life, if life be at

tended with lefs of the divine prefence . Grief and

holy forrow are ever attendant on the thought of

lofing, in the ſmalleſt degree, the favour of GOD ;

but myſelf I cannot fave , in whole or in part ; it is

the Great JEHOVAн that muſt fave. I trust in him ;

and know in whom truſt.

66
June 3. Twenty years fince I found peace inthe

favour of GOD. Ever fince that time, through di

vine mercy and I have been enabled to pre
grace,

ferve a good confcience, and in fome degree have

walked with GOD. To him alone be all the glory,

for his own right hand hath wrought the work.

" Excluded is my every boaſt,

" My glory fwallowed up in ſhame."

July 15. " After a pleaſant and profitable interview

with a few of God's children, I met with a ſharp

and unexpected trial ; but was enabled, in filence,

to fuftain it. LORD, do I need fuch painful draughts

fill, to keep my heart with thee ?
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July 28. "The LORD is mycomfort and ſtay, and

keeps me from expecting happineſs in any thing be

neath himſelf.

2

·

Nov. 18. " A fucceffion of trials and comforts have

been the portion of my cup fince I wrote laft . Yeſ

terday my heart was overwhelmed with grief, left

our unfaithfulneſs, as a Society, fhould provoke the

LORD to remove from us the ark of his preſence .

1786, Feb. 25. " This day I attended the remains

of that faithful and zealous friend to truth , Thomas

Humphries, who for many years was an ornament

to the gospel, and the firſt perſon that received the

Methodist preachers in Wycomb. Hestood by the

pious Mr. Thomas Walſh, amidſt a ſhower of ftones,

whilft he was proclaiming the glad tidings of falva

tion to a part of the people in that town . His laft

moments were triumphant. He spoke with the

warmeft animation of the love of CHRIST to him,..

and that his departure hence would be to dwell with

angels . His laft words were, " Dear LORD, I am

" coming."

June 27. " After along and great conflict with the

powers of darkneſs , I now enjoy a gracious deliver

ance, with a clear evidence of the divine prefence

refting on my foul.

66
July 13. Yesterday I felt fomething, I think, of

that ftrength of foul which the martyrs felt, when

fuffering in a righteous caufe. Grace, almighty

grace alone, can conquer the powers of hell, fuitain

in domestic trials , and ſubject the human heart to the

righteous laws of JEHOVAH .

1787, Jan. 18. " Whilſt we are in the body, life

is a warfare. If Satan cannot deftroy, he will dif

trefs the children of GoD A few days ago, I was

fo violently affaulted by the powers of darkness, that

calv.
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"I

I felt juft faved from entering into the temptation ,

only. Since then I have reaſon to believe the work of

grace is deepening in my foul.

April 10. " Of late I have been favoured with much

divine confolation ; yea, durable riches and righte

oufnefs ; and that word was fweetly applied, In righ

teousness fhalt thou be established.

July 12. " The feafon of temptation and trial is a

fifting-time; but this is my comfort, CHRIST prays

for me ; the love of GoD refreſhes body and mind.

Pure benevolence naturally ſprings from the love.

of God ; the wicked I love with tender pity, but the

righteous with a love of friendship. Wifdom and

grace are neceflary to regulate our conduct with pro

feffors , as well as prophane perſons.

1788 , April 4. " Confinement by fickness is a fea

fonable opportunity for improvement in patience and

refignation . The love of GoD is a fweet fupport

in pain. I could , but I dare not , invite death to do

his office . Oh ! how pleafant it is to fay, Father,

thy will be done! I long to enjoy the fulneſs of God .

I am happy in the comfort of hope, and a bleffed

affurance ofa joyful immortality, when this poor life

is ended. I long to go home like a fhip richly laden .

June 1. My late illness terminated in a dropfy.

It was only by the divine mercy and aid I have fur

vived the painful operation of extracting foureeen

quarts of water! I was graciouſly preferved in peace

and patience.

" O that my remnant of days

" May be spent to his praiſe,

"Who died the whole world to redeem."

Oct. 23 .
By divine

affiftance
, I have thus far

held on my way to mount Zion . The path I am now

66
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called to walk in is humbling to human nature, yet

rendered pleaſant by this confideration, it is a royal

road, having been travelled before by the King of

Kings, and his most renowned followers. My prayer

afcends for grace to follow his meek example up to

glory

" It is a bleffing to be patient in time offickneſs ;

but I long to rejoice and praiſe the LROD ; yea , my

foul on this occafion would rife to the higheſt attain

ment of Chriftian holiness.

Dec. 31 . " }wenty-one years fince, I gave all my

heart to GOD. 1 blefs his holy name, I am happy

in divine love, and ſtill my heart is all the LORD's.

May Ilive to him who died for me, and die to live

with him who lives for evermore.

1789, Jan. 30. " Contentment under the preffure

of fickness is an inexpreffible bleffing from the LORD.

My foul fays , either ficknets or health ; which my

LORD chooſes, fince am bleffed with his love, and

refigned to unerring wiſdom.

" Deprived of public ordinances, my gracious

LORD vifits me in my chamber.

April 5. " I long for the courts ofthe LORD, to

worship with his people. I want an increaſe of the

Spirit, and power of prayer. I wait at the LORD'S

feet.

12. " If, in this ftate of things, difficulties.

and trials , temptations and afflictions, conduce to a

nearer conformity to my fuffering LORD, moft gladly

then will I glory in mine infirmities, that the power

ofCHRIST may reft upon me.

26. Byreafon ofcontinued illneſs , and long

confinement, my adverſary bears hard upon my pa

tience ; but the LORD is gracious in fuftaining me

under my afflictions. I do not repine, nor by anxiety
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anticipate what is to come. I long for clofer com

munion. When fhall my fpirit break through the

clay tenement, and be with JESUS ? But, ftop ! my

I foul, thou must wait the LORD's time.

1

June 1. " Inthe night I found myſelfvery ill , and

thought there was little probability of a recovery .

I was immediately comforted with thefe words,

" Tho' after my ſkin, worms deftroy this body, yet

" inmyfleſhfhall I fee GoD ." From a profpect ofthe

refurrection, a delightful hope ſprung up in my foul.

" Then let this feeble body fail,

" And let it faint and die,

"My foul fhall quit this mournful vale,

" And foar to worlds on high ;

" Shall join the difembodied faints,

" And find its long-fought reft,

" That only blifs for which it pants,

" In the Redeemer's breaft."

Aug. 11. " I enjoy acalm peace , and a happy af

furance that my ways pleafe the LORD.

26. " It is now thought adviſeable to fubmit

to a fecond operation for my dropfical complaint.

On this folemn occafion my mind is given to much

prayer. I have no painful dread reſpecting the ap

proaching trial. The LORD cheers my foul, and

bears me up with his loving prefence. All glory be

to him who does all things well .

Sept. 6. " The operation is now over, and I am

ftill waiting until my change fhall come. I have no

fear ofdeath. I fearch for his fting, and find he

has left it in the crofs on which his mafter died . I

then demand , Death, where is thy fting ? and where

thy victory, boaſting grave ?

" The profpect is now clear ; and the brightening
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view of glory makes me wiſh for a voice to refound

from pole to pole the praifes of my LORD.

" While Jesus' blood through earth and ſkies,

" Mercy, free boundlefs mercy, cries."

Notwithstanding thefe delightful foretaftes of hea

ven's joys, Mifs B. found the neceffity of faith and

hope, while detained in a weak body, under a weight

of afflictions, which no doubt to many would appear

a living forrow, but for her, inftrumentally, wrought

afar more exceeding and an eternal weight ofglory.

Sept. 27.
" Since I wrote laft , for the moft part of

my time, I have been wading in deep waters ofaf

fliction ; but in, and through all , I felt my anchor

was caft within the vail . I ftill enjoy that faith

which is the fubftance ofthings hoped for, and the evi

dence of things notfeen. I am at prefent confiderably.

refreshed by a ſmall alleviation of my bodily com

plaint.

1790 , Jan. 4. " For two days paft, I have been

confined to my room ; the clay tenement is dropping,

but my foul is in peace, and longing to be gone.

Oh! when will the happy moment arrive that my

fpirit fhall wing its way to the celeftial manfions.

Sunday, Jan. 24. " My diforder daily increafes,

but fo much the more does my faith increafe. All

glory to the LORD.

66
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Tuesday laft, I felt my foul on the wing to be

gone. I was in hopes of being foon loofed from my

priſon of clay. Oh ! what a mercy to be thus kept

by the mighty power of GoD ! I bless him for the

full affurance of being with him in glory. 1 am

abafed before him, by a view of the poverty of my

fervices, and the riches of his mercy. O fora near
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approach to the divine throne ! I feel much ofthe

fpirit of adoration . The words of the poet were

fweet, and in a far deeper fenfe than I could ever

utter before :

" THEE we adore, ETERNAL NAME!"

1791 , Jan. 16. " I am yet the LORD's prifoner,

but my foul ftill hungers and thirfts after righteouf

nefs. Two nights ago I felt much of the divine

prefence fhine on my foul, and could ſay,

"I thank thee, uncrcated Sun,

" That thy bright beams on me have fhin'd ;

" I thank thee, whofe enlivening voice

" Bids my freed heart in thee rejoice."

"From day to day I feel the liberty CHRIST hath

purchaſed for his people. He hath fulfilled his pro

mife, Myprefence shallgo with thee:

About a month before the Reverend Mr.Welley's

death, Mifs Ball received the following lines from

him:

" DEAR SISTER,

85

" You are well nigh worn out in a good cauſe ;

" yet a little longer, and pain is no more . Look

up, my dear friend, the prize is before us ; we

are on the point of meeting to part no more.

"time and eternity you will be united with

" Your ever affectionate Brother,

66
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" J.W."

oa. 9. "My diforder lies heavy upon me, and the

fprings of animal powers move very flowly ; but a

fresh fpring of life in my foul is as a reviving cor
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dial. More of this, O my GoD ! in thy tender mer

cies give, that I may rejoice in thy will. Good is

the LORD, in preferving me from finking in deep

waters.

1792 , Jan. 15. " The LORD has permitted meto

drag a weak body over the threshold of another

year, and ſtill the tottering houfe is propped. My

foul is kept in fecond life.

May 1. "By a convulfive fit a few days ago, I was

deprived offpeech, but preferved happy in my foul ;

and in two days my fpeech returned . I hope for

greater things than i have yet experienced, to be

wrought in me by the prefence of the LORD.

6. " The love of GoD has been renewed to

my foul every morning fince I wrote laft ; and the

profpect ftill opens . The nearer I approach, brighter

and ftill brighter views I have of eternal glory.

.9. " The following words were- ately applied

with much power to my heart : Forfake me not when

myftrengthfaileth.

―

" Through labour exhauſted , and`pain,

" Will CHRIST from his fervant depart ?

" Or with mein weakneſs remain ,

" The ftrength and the joy of my heart?

" His power 1 in weakneſs ſhall prove,

" Confiding in Jesus's name,

" The Gop of unchangeable love,

" For ever and ever the fame."

May 26. The LORD has dealt bountifully with

his fervant fince the above was written . I am di

vinely affifted, and drawn out to fay, " Bold to take

up, firm to fuftain , the confecrated cross ."
"<

June 24 "The LORD has ftrengthened me a Httle.

I have the uſe of my hand again, which I had loft

for a week. I feel much thankfulneſs to God for
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this and the many mercies I enjoy ; but above all,

for that permanent peace of foul which I poffefs from

day to day, and a fure truft, that when this poor life

fhall end, I fhall be for ever with the LORD.

July 15. " Bleffed be my gracious preferver ; he

accomplishes his word, wherein he hath caufed meto

hope, by keeping me in perfect peace, with a mind

refting on JEHOVAH . I am very low, but quite re

figned to the LORD. Othefweetness of afcribing all

glory to the LORD !"

Theſe were the laſt words fhe ever wrote in her

Diary. Her bodily ftrength now visibly declined

apace, yet

"Her mind was tranquil and ferene,

" No terrors in her looks were feen ;

" A Saviour's fmiles difpell'd the gloom ,

" And ſmooth'd her paffage to the tomb."

> Her fifter, Mifs Nancy Ball, gives the following

account of her end. " In converſation, I was naming

the various diſorders by which many were hurried

out ofthe world ; fhe replied, Affure yourfelves, when

Iam gone, myfoul will be happy.

•
Aug. 12. " I have lately ( fhe faid to her fifter)

read overthe prophecies of Ifaiah and Jeremiah ; but

never before faw them info clear a light as they now

appear, both as they relate to other hiſtorical parts

ofthe Bible, and alfo their accompliſhment in the

New Teftament."

―
13. My dear fifter was exceedingly ill ; but

by reaſon of the extreme heat of the weather, fhe

was obliged to riſe earlier than ufual . In the after

noon ſhe was in much pain, and requeſted to be laid

-down. Before we could get her up ſtairs, ſhe faint
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ed. We put her to bed as foon as poffible. She then,

with a faultering voice, repeated the following lines :

" O that I might at once go up,

" No more on this, fide Jordan stop,

" But now the land poffefs."

plied , fhe could not tell ;

his dart. Then fhe faid ,

braham, Ifaac, and Jacob,

ofwhom I have read ,'

I afked , If he thought death was near ? She re

but wifhed he would ſtrike

I fhall be with Jesus , A

and all the good people

A friend from London came to fee her, to whom

fhe faid, The LORD has been with me in my afflic

tion, and he keeps my foul in perfect peace. She

flumbered a great part of that day. On being afked,

Are you happy ? the replied, Yes , the LORD is with

me ; and I have no doubt but he will be with mein

the dark valley and fhadow of death ; a fhadow can

not hurt .'

"

C

Aug. 16, 1792. Between ten and eleven o'clock

fhe was feized with great pain of body, which was

attended with convulfions. Thefe lafted but a

fhort time. Five minutes after eleven o'clock, the

LORD graciously releafed her from the body of clay,

and admitted her happy, triumphant fpirit to

be for ever with himfelf, according to his gra

cious promife, Where I am there my fervants shall be,

that they may behold my glory.

Thus lived, and thus died, Mifs Hannah Ball, in

the 59th year of her age ; as exemplary a pattern of

all Chriftian holiness , in doctrine, experience, andprac

tice, as perhaps any of her cotemporaries. She not

only poffeffed a found judgment of the doctrines, but

uniformly manifefted the most rigid obfervance of all
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the precepts of the gofpel It was her invariable

maxim, The copy ought to come as near the origi

nal as poffible. '

6

She wrought out her falvation with fear and

trembling ; yet only expected eternal glory through

the blood of CHRIST, being fanclified by grace, and

made meet for the inheritance of the faints in light.

May all who read thefe Memoirs, live as exem

plary, and die as happy, as the fubject ofthem ; and

may my laft end be like her's.

BRISTOL,

March 12, 1796.

-J. COLE.

N. B. The Reader is requefted to notice, that

Mifs Ball had mentioned in her accounts of her going

to live with her brother, in a part of her writings

where ſhe kept no regular diary ; which caufed the

date of 1769 (the time of her removal) to precede

that of 1762, the time ofher converfion to GoD.
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