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Introduction

The more we study Charles Wesley as a poet and
hymn-writer, the more we are amazed at his versatil-
ity both in themes and in versification. It is strange
that what is in many ways his most remarkable small
collection is so little known. This is very strange in
view of the fact that it was reprinted more frequently
than any other of his personal collections, either
small or large. It is doubly strange because he revised
it more persistently than any other. Perhaps the ma-
jor reason was John Wesley’s lukewarm commenda-
tion of it.

Charles, far more than his brother John, seems to
have been greatly drawn to the festivals of the Church
Year, and most especially to Christmas, which he pre-
ferred to think of, not in sentimental terms as the
birth of the Babe of Bethlehem, but theologically as
the Incarnation, the Nativity of our Lord.

His best known Christmas hymn appeared in
Hymns and Sacred Poems, published jointly with
John in 1739, beginning, “Hark, how all the welkin
rings / ‘Glory to the King of kings’” (misprinted
“Kings of kings” in the first edition). It became bet-
ter known still when their friend George Whitefield
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Introduction

selected eight verses for his Collection of Hymns for
Social Worship in 1753. Whitefield altered its open-
ing couplet to read, “Hark! the herald angels sing /
Glory to the new-born King.”

John did not take to it, and did not include it in
any of the predecessors of his own classical Col-
lection of Hymns for the Use of the People Called
Methodists (1780). It was not in A Collection of
Psalms and Hymns (1741, 1743), nor Hymns and
Spiritual Songs (1753), nor Select Hymns (1761), nor
even in the famous 1780 Collection itself. Not until
1787 did John Wesley introduce it in one of his gen-
eral hymn-books, A Pocket Hymn Book, for the Use
of Christians of All Denominations. Even then,
however, as his preface pointed out, it was done under
protest. Robert Spence, a Methodist bookseller of
York, had been profiting greatly since 1781 by a
pocket hymn-book almost wholly pirated from Wes-
ley’s 1780 Collection. Together with a token hand-
ful of other hymns, John Wesley had himself pub-
lished a small pocket hymn-book in 1785, but this
made no dent in Spence’s immense market. The 1787
Conference urged Wesley to reproduce “the whole
book printed at York”, including even some Wesley
hymns which he himself might otherwise *“never have
printed”. Wesley agreed, though he did exclude some
which he regarded as “doggerel double distilled”.
Thus he did indeed eventually take over Charles’s first
Christmas hymn, though it was at last in the form
popularized by George Whitefield, which had been
chosen by Spence. In that backhanded way it thus
came at last into official Methodist usage, and was
later incorporated into the 1831 supplement to the
1780 Collection. We do not know whether John may
indeed have preferred Whitefield’s revision; nor has
Charles’s opinion so far been revealed, though be-
cause “the herald angels” gained much greater currency
he must surely have been happy, though with a tinge
of regret.

iv



" Introduction

“Hark, how all the welkin rings” was entitled in
the 1739 Hymns and Sacred Poems “A Hymn for
Christmas Day”, and in 1743 William Strahan, the
London printer, prepared for Charles a broadsheet with
that same title. It must also have been the same
hymn, with the same opening lines. Of this, how-
ever, we cannot be absolutely sure, for no trace of it
remains except the entry in Strahan’s ledgers. A year
later Charles employed Strahan to print fifteen hun-
dred copies of “Hymns for Christmas Day”, and was
billed on December 20, 1744, fifteen shillings for the
printing, twelve shillings for a ream and a half of
paper—which implied a maximum of twelve duodec-
imo pages at a price of one penny, and about five or
six hymns. Actually two of the Wesleys’ early book
catalogues show that the printed title was in fact
Hymns for the Nativity [of our Lord], and that for a
year or two there were two distinct collections on sale
having that same title. Again “Hark, how all the
welkin rings” must surely have formed a part of this
penny booklet, probably the opening hymn, thus
forestalling its use in the twopenny booklet to
follow—but again we can be only 90% sure, because
no copy has survived.

On December 17, 1745, Strahan charged Wesley
for another collection of “Hymns for Christmas”, ac-
tually a large edition of them, three thousand. Again
the printed title was in fact Hymns for the Nativity of
our Lord, and the price for the twenty-four pages of
this duodecimo pamphlet was advertised as twopence.
Everything was fresh. The small 1744 collection
apparently comprised a handful of suitable Wesley
hymns which had appeared earlier in their publica-
tions, which Charles decided not to reprint. Instead
he wrote a new group to supplement and eventually
to supplant them. Actually one of the new hymns,
No. 15, “All-wise, all-good, almighty Lord”, is to be
found in an earlier manuscript—but only one. (This
was on pp. 4243 of “MS Thirty”, where many of

\4



Introduction

the 108 items were transcribed for the Countess of
Huntingdon, and most eventually appeared in
Charles’s Hymns and Sacred Poems of 1749—but
not this one.) Even “All-wise, all-good, almighty
Lord”, however, was revised for publication. The re-
mainder seem to have been freshly composed over
several weeks (or months) in that year of 1745. Nor
was there any wild panic to get something ready for
Christmas, for Charles used no fewer than fourteen
different metres for the eighteen hymns.

For his first edition of these new Nativity Hymns
Strahan added no imprint, no London, no Strahan, no
1745. Again the details of his printing appear only
in his ledgers. The proof that this rare work actually
came from Strahan’s well-appointed printing-house
appears in the unique woodcut headpiece on page 2;
the press figures on pp. 11 and 19 show that it was
set up by two different pressmen.

Charles spent most of October and the whole of
November and December in London, and may well
have given his finished manuscript to Strahan long
before Christmas. During the interval Charles pre-
pared a rather more elaborate second edition, with
running titles and several important revisions. This
was clearly intended for Felix Farley to print in Bris-
tol in time for Christmas, and indeed bears the date
1745. Something went awry with Wesley’s plans,
however, to which neither Charles’s Journal nor his
letters offer any clear clue. John's Journal for
December 18, 1745, however (the day of a National
Fast), hints at the rising panic in London over the
double threat posed by the advance of Bonnie Prince
Charlie from the north and a possible French invasion
from the southeast. It scems entirely possible that in
order to bolster up the morale of the London Method-
ists Charles delayed his return to Bristol, and delayed
it too long, so that his hasty last-minute despatch of
the manuscript of the second edition led to its reach-
ing Farley revised but lacking the closing hymn. By
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a series of other mischances this truncated form, with
only seventeen hymns, continued to be reprinted, sur-
viving in no fewer than six separate editions!

Charles rode belatedly from London to Bristol (in
January 1746), around Britain (including Newcastle),
to Ireland twice (meantime wooing and wedding—in
1749—Sally Gwynne in Garth, Wales), and back to
Bristol, and London, and Bristol again. In every
printing center he tried in vain to undo the damage
caused by the incomplete second edition of the Nativ-
ity Hymns, and to introduce some improvements.
The sixth and last of these seventeen-hymn editions
appeared in December 1761. John Wesley had already
studied and annotated a copy of Farley’s complete
fourth edition of 1750, but when he received this
defective 1761 edition (printed by William Pine of
Bristol) he wrote immediately to Charles in Bristol—
on December 26, 1761: “Pray tell R. Sheen I am
hugely displeased at his reprinting the Nativity
Hymns, and omitting the very best hymn in the col-
lection, *All glory to God in the sky, etc.’ I beg they
may never more be printed without it. Omit one
or two and I will thank you. They are Namby-
Pambical.” (Ambrose Philips was known as
“Namby-Pamby” because of his finicky language,
such as one child’s poem which began, “Dimply
damsel, sweetly smiling”. John’s annotated 1750
edition had marked nine verses in three hymns for
omission.)

Charles went to work again as soon as he received
John's rebuke, determined to ensure that the next edi-
tion from Pine (in 1762) should both be complete and
contain still more improvements. While revising,
although one or two of John’s suggestions crept into
the revised text, Charles paid no attention to John's
pleas for the removal of infelicitous verses, and (as
we might have expected) completely ignored John’s
request that “sinless perfection” should be altered to
“spotless perfection” and “dearest Lord” to “gracious
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Lord”. It was not that Charles was so wedded to these
texts that had flowed from his pen in 1745 that he
would brook no alteration, but that he was not now
so malleable by his elder brother. Nevertheless he
continued ardently to polish the text, to remove any
further possibility of criticism from John.

By 1761 there had already been at least thirteen
editions, and should have been fifteen, if the number-
ing of the 10th and 11th London editions were to be
believed—and they seemed to have been based on in-
formation supplied by Charles. A further fifteen at
least appeared from 1762 to the death of John Wesley
in 1791, to bring the probable total to thirty, twenty-
nine by the death of Charles in 1788. Twenty-four—
page unbound pamphlets do not normally survive in
very large numbers, fewer still if they are broadsheets,
or have only four pages, or even twelve. No copy of
the 1743 broadsheet exists, nor one of the twelve-
page Hymns for the Nativity. From the first edition
of the twenty-four—-page Hymns we are very fortunate,
having identified eighteen copies in various parts of
the world out of the three thousand printed in 1745.
Of the other editions none are extant in as many as
ten copies, and most in only one, two, or three. We
feel that we have sufficient documentary evidence to
list also two of which no physical copy remains, but
three remain ghosts—they might be around some-
where, but no one has seen them.

We list those of which we are sure in a stemma, a
kind of genealogical table showing the probable: tex-
tual descent of each edition from the first or one of its
successors. Clues to links between editions are fur-
nished by the repetition of revisions or (more con-
vincing still) repeated printers’ errors. Here, as fre-
quently in the publication of Wesley pamphlets, the
numbering of editions often provides only flimsy evi-
dence, sometimes misleading, because the Wesleys
used so many printers, and the numbering tended to
be tied to individual cities. Each edition, therefore, is
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identified by its own capital letter; these are arranged
as far as possible in chronological as well as alpha-
betical order.

Charles Wesley kept Hymns for the Nativity of our
Lord under constant revision, so that one-tenth of the
lines were altered during the course of over forty
years. Not that he actually saw many editions com-
pletely through the press, but normally touched up
only a hymn or two, though he probably marked up
M (1761) fully, and closely supervised this marked-up
copy for the printing of N (1762). The careful collat-
ing of all the surviving twenty-six editions with each
other shows that fresh revisions turn up in fifteen or
sixteen editions. Indeed only three editions can firmly
be ruled out as not subject to the personal scrutiny of
Charles Wesley—R, 2A, and 2B.

This being the case, it is natural to wonder which
is the more interesting and historically valuable edi-
tion, the first (A) or his last (2A, 1788). What we
are doing here is to offer an exact facsimile of the
first, and to show in parallel lines the last, but to
record all the substantive variant readings in between,
by means of the stemma. In the first three columns
of the variant readings are shown the hymn, verse,
and line of the original 1745 text which follows.
Then appear the variants within square brackets, fol-
lowed by the editions in which those variants occur.

Frank Baker
Durham, North Carolina
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(2)

FOR THE

NATIVITY, &

HYMN I

I.
E fimple Men of Lleart fincere,
Shepherds who watch your Flocks by Nigh,
Start not to fec an Angel near,
Nor tremble at this glorious Light.

IL
An Herald from the Heavenly King
I come, your cvery Fear to chale ;
Good ‘Tidings of Crcatlﬂoy 1 bring,
Great Joy to all the Fallen Race |
1. 'To
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CleFEde P ToleF Gl

H Y M N S

FOR THZX

NATIVITY, e

HYMN L

1 E imple men of heart fincere,
Shepherds, who watch your flocks by night,
Start not to fee an angel near,
Nor tremble at his glorious light.

2 An herald from the heavenly king,
I come your every fear to chafe;
Good tidings of great joy I bring,
Gureat joy to all the fallen race.
As 8 To



[1745)
(3)

III.
'To you is born on this glad Day,
A Saviour by our Holt ador'd,
Our GOD in Bethlehem furvey,
Make Hafte to worfhip Cxa1sT the Lorv.

1V,
By this the Saviour of Mankind,
Th* Incarnate GOD fhall be difplay'd,
The Babe ye wrapp'd in Swaths fhall find,
And humbly in a Manger laid.

HYMN IL

I.
Y- E heavenly Choir,
Aflit me to fing,
And ftrike the foft Lyre,
And honour our King :
His mighty Salvation -
Demands all our Praife,
Our beft Adoration,
Aud lofticht Lays.

1L
All Glory to GOD,
Who ruleth on high,
And now hath beftow'd,
And fent from the Sky
Curist Jusus, the Saviour,
Poor Mortals to blefs ;
The Pledge of his Favour,
The Seal of their Peace.

Az HYMN
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2 To veuistarn on this alad day,
A Saviour, by our hofl adméd ;
Our Cod in Bethlchem farvey,
Make halt to worfip Chiift the Lord,

4 P this the Sevicur of manlkind,
The incarnate God fhall be difplavéd,
Tie Babe ye wrappéd in fwathes fhall find,
Arnd humbly in amanger laid.

I Y M N I

1 &" E heavenly choir
Aliill me to fing,
Aud ftrike the folt lyre,
And konour our kig:
His mighty {1lvation
smands all our praife,
Qur beft adoration,
And loftieft lays.

2 All glory to God,
W ko ruleth on high,
And now hath beftowéd,
And fent from the fky
Chrift Jefus the Savioury
Poor mortals to blefs:
The picdge of his favour,
The feal of his peace.
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(4)

HYMN IL

1.
NG ELS fpeak, lec Man give Ear,
A Sont frum high,
They are nigh,
And forbid our Fear.

1I.
News they bring us of Salvation,
Sounds of Joy
To employ
Kvery ‘Toogue and Nation,

JIL
Welcome Tidings | to retrieve us
From our Fall,
Born for All,
Cnrisy is born 10 fave us,

1v,
Born his Creatures to rellore,
Abje&l Earth
Sees His Birth,
Whom the Hecavens adore.

V.
Y/rapt in Swaths th' Immortal Stanger
Man with Men
We have feen,
Lying in a Manger.

VI

All



[1788]

HYMN IIL

A- NGELS fpeak, let men give ear,
Seut Irom htgh
They are nigh,
And forbid our fear,

News they bring us of falvation,
Sounds of joy
To employ

Every tongue and nation,

Welcome tidings! to retrieve us
From our fall,
Born for all,

Chrift is born to fave us.

Born his creatures to reftore,
Abje& earth,
Sees his birth,

Whom the heavens adore,

Wrappéd in {wathes the immortal ft:anger,
Man with men,
We have feen

Lying in a manger.
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( 5)

VI,
All to GOD's Free Gracc is owing ;
We arc his
Witncfies,
Poor, and nothing knowing.

VIL
Simple Shepherds Us he raifes,
Bids us fin
Curist tﬁe King,
And fhew forth his Praifes,

VIII.
We have feen the King of Glory,
We proclaim
Curist his Name,
And record his Story.

IX.
Sing we with the Hott of Heaven,
Reconcil'd
By a Child
Who to Us is given,
X.
Glory be to GOD the-Giver,
Peace and Love
From above
Reign on Earth for cver.

HYMN 1V,

I

LORY be to GOD on igh,
3

And Peace on Earth defeen

GOD comes down : Fle bows the Sky :

He Mews himfelf our Friend |
A

GOp
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6 All to God’s free-grace is owing ;
We are his
Witnefles,
Poor, and nothing knowing.

7  Simple fhepherds, us he raifes,
Bids us fing,
Chrift the ﬁing,
And fhew forth his praifes,

8 We have feen the King of glory,
We proclaim
Chrift his name,
And record his fory.

9 Siog we with the hoft of heaven,
Reconciléd,
By a child,
Who to us is given.

10  Glory be to God the giver,
Peace and love
From above
Reign on carth for ever.

H Y MN IV.

1 LORY bec to Gad on high,
And peace on carth de cend 3
Cod comes down ; he bows the ky,
And fhews himfelf our friend !



[1745]

(6)
GOD th' Invifible appears,
GOD the Bleft, the Great I AM
Sojourns in this Vale of T'ears,
And Jesvs is his Name.

1I.
Him the Angels all ador'd
Their Maker and their King :
Tidings of their Humbled Loro
They now to Mortuls bring :
Emptied of his Majelly,
Of His dazling Glories fhorn,
Beiags Source &egins to Be;
and GOD hinfelf is Born !

111,

See th' Eternal Son of GOD

A NMortd Son of Man,
Dwelling in an Earthy Clod

Whom [deaven cannot contain!
Stand amaz'd ye Heavens at This!

Sce the Lor v of Earth and Skics
Humbled t0 the Duft He is,

And in a Manger lies!

1V,

We the Sons of Men rejoice,

‘The Prince of Peace proclaim,
With Heaven's Holl lift up ourVoice,

And thout Jmmanuel’s Name ;
Knees aid Hearts to Flim we bow ;

Of our Flefh, =:nd of our Boue
Jasus is our Brother now,

Amd GOD is All our own!

HYMN

10
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God, the invifible, aspzars,
(od, the bleit, the yreat [ AM,
Sojourns in this vale of tears,
And Jefus is his name,

2 Ilim the angels all adoréd.
Their Maker and their King ;
Tidings of their humbled Lord,
They now to mortals bring ;
Emnptied of his majelly,
Of his dazzling glories {horn,
Being's fource begins to be,
And God himielf is born !

3 3tz ke cternai Son of God,

A mo-tal fon of man, *
Duweiling in an earthly clod,

W hem heaven cannot contain !
St.nd anazéd, ve heavens, at this!

$..: the Lord of earth and fkics?
Humbled to the duflt heis,

And in a manger lies!

4 Ve the fons of men rejoice,
Thae Priace of peace proclaim,
With heaven’s holt lift up our voice,
Acd fagut Linmanucl’s name:
Knees and hearts to him we bow,
Of our flefh and of ourbone,
Jefus is our brother now,
And God is all our own!

11
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(7)
HYMN V.,
I.
L E'T Earth and Heaven combine,
Angels and Men agree

To praife in Songs divine

Th® Incarnate Deity,
Our GOD contra&ed to a Span,
Incomprehenfibly made Man.

II.
He laid his Glory by,
_He wrap’d Him in our Clay,
Unmark’d by Huraan Eye
The latent Godhead lay ;
Infant of Days He here becane,
And bore the lov’d Inmanver’s Name,

IIL
See in that Infant’s Face
The Depths of Deity,
And labour while ye gaze
To found the Myftery :
In vain; ye Angels gaze no more,
But fall, and filently adore.

IV.
Unfearchable the Love
That hath the Saviour brouglit,
The Grace is far above
Or Men or Angels Thought ;
Suffice for Us, that GOD, we know,
Our GOD is manifeft below,

12
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HYMN V,

1 ET earth and heaven combine,
Angels and men agree,
To praife in fongs divine
The incarnate Deity,
Our God contraéted to a fpan,
Incompichenfibly made man.

2 He laid his glory by,
He wrappéd him in our clay,
Unmarkéd by human eye,
The latent Godhead lay,
Infant of days he here became ;
And bore the mild Immanuel’s name,.

3.See in thatinfant’s face
The depths of Deity,
And labour while ye gaze,
To found the myftery ;
In vain: ye angcls gaze no more,
But fall and filently adore,

4 Unfearchable the love,
That hath the Saviour brought,
The grace is far above,
Or man or angel’s thought:
Suffice for us that God we know,
Our God is manifeft below.

13



[1745)
(8)

Vt
He deigns in Fleth ¢ appear,
Wideit Extremes to join,
To bring our Vilenefls near,
And make us All divine ;
And we the Life of GOD fluall keow,
For GOD is mauifelt below.

VI.
Made perfe& firft in l.ove,
And fan€ificd by Grace,
We'tall from Earth remove,
And fec his glorious Face ;
His Love fhall then be fully Mew'd,
And Man fall all be loft in GOD.

HYMN VL

I.
J OIN all ye joyful Nations
Th' acclaiming Hofls of Icaven |
This happy Morn
A Child 3s born,
Fo us aSon is given;

The Mcflenger and Token

Of GQD’s Eternal Favour,
GOD hath fent down
To us his Sou,

An Univerfl Saviour!

11,
The wonderful Meflias,
The Joy of every Nation,
esus his Namg, -
With GOD the fame,
The Lord of all Creation ;

14
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He deigns in flefh to appear,
5 Widgfl extrcmes toj%}i,:, ’
To bring our vilenefs near,
Aud make us all divine ;
And we the life of God fhall know,
For God is manifeft below,

6 Made perfeét firft in love,
And fanttified by grace,
We fhall from earth remove,
And fee his glorious face ;
His love fhall then be fully fhowéd,
And man fhall all be loft in God.

HY MN VI

1 JOIN all ye joyful nations,
Th’ acclaming holt of heaven,
This happy morn,
A child s born,
To us a fon is given.,

The meflenger and token

Of God’s eternal favour,
God hath fent down,
‘To us his Son,

An univerfal Saviour }

e The wonderful Meflias,
The joy of every nation,
efus is name,
ith God the fame,
The Lord of all creation,

15



[1745)
(9)

‘The Counfellor of Sinners,
Almighty to deliver,
The Prince of Peace,
Whofc Love's Increafe
Shall reign in Man for ever.

I,
Go fec the King of Glory,
Difcern the Heavenly Stranger,
So poor and mean,
His Court an Inn,
His Cradle is a Manger:

Who from his Father's Bofom

But now for Us defcended,
Who built the Skies,
On Earth he lies,

With only Bealls attended,

1V.
Whom all the Angels worthip,
Lies hid in Human Nature ;
Incarnate fee
The Decity,
The Infnite Creator !

Sce the Stupendous Blefling
Which GOD to us hath given !
A Child of Man,
In Length a Span,
Who Alls both Earth and Heaven.

V.
Gaze on that tlclplefs Obje
Of. endlels Adoration !
‘T'hofe Infant-Hands
Shall burft our Bands,
And work out our Salvation ;

Strangle

16



[1788]

The Counfellor of finners,
Almighty to deliver,
'i‘he Prince of Peace,
Whofe love’s increafe,
Shall reign in man for ever;

3 Golee the King ofglory,
Difcern the heavenly ftranger,
So poor and mean,
Ilis court an inn,
His cradle,is a manger.

‘Who from his Father’s bofom,
But now for us defcended,
Who built the fkies,
On carth he lies,
With only bealts attended.

4 Whem all the ange!s worthip,
Lies hid in human nature ;
Incarnate fce

The Deity
The iafinite Creator!

See the ftupendous bleffing,
Which God to us has given;

A child of man,

In length a fpan,
Who fillsboth earth and heaven,

5 Gaze on that helplefs Obje&t
Of endlefs adoration !
Thofe infant hands,
Shall butft our bands,
And work out our falvation ;

17



[1745]
(10)

Strangle the crooked Serpent,
Deftroy his Works for ever,
And open fet
The Heavenly Gate
To every True Believer.

VI.
Till then, thou holy Jesus,
We humbly bow before Thee,
Our Treafures bring
To ferve our King,
And joyfully adore Thee ¢

To Thee we gladly render
Whate'er thy Grace bath given,
‘Tl thou appear
In Glory here,
And take us up to Heaven,

HYMN VIL

I
L L Glory to GOD, and Peace upon Earth
Be publifh'd abroad at Jesus's Birth;
The Forfeited Favour of Heaven we find
Reftor'd in the Saviour and Friend of Mankind.

IL
Then let us behold Meffias the Lord,
By Prophets foretold, by Angels ador'd,
Our GOD's Incarnation with Angels proclaim,
And publifh Salvation in Jesus's Name.

11
Our newly-born King by Faith we have feen,
And joyfully fing his Goodnefs to Men,
Thac all Men may wonder at what we impart,
And thankfully pooder his Love in their Heart.
1V, What
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Strangle the crooked [erpent,
Deltroy his works for ever,
And open fet
The heavenly gate,
To every true believer.

6 Till then thou holy Jefus,
We humbly bow before thee,
Our treafures bring
To ferve our King,
And joyfully adore thee :

To thee we gladly render
‘Whate’er thy grace hath given,
Till thou appear,
In glory here,
And take us up to heaven.

HYMN VI

1 LL glory to God, And pcace upoa earth
A Bespubli(hed abroad At Jefus's birth s
The forfeited favour Of heaven we find
Reftoréd in the Saviour And Friend of mankind.

¢ Then let us behold Meflias the Lord,
By prophets foretold, By angels adoréd;
Our God’s incarnation, With angels proclaim,
And publifh falvation In Jefus’s name.

8 Our newly-born King By faith we have feen,
And joyfully fing His goodnefs to men,
That all men may wonder At what we impart,
And thankfully ponder His love in their heart,
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v
What mov'd the Moft High fo greatly to ftoop,
He comes from the Sky Our Souls to lift up ;
That Sinners forgiven, might finlefs return
To GOD and to Heaven ; their Maker is born.

Iumanver's Love let Sinners confefls,

Who comes from above, to bring us his Pcace;
Let every Believer his Mercy adore,

And praifc him for ever, when Time is no more,

HYMN VIIL

L
W AY with ourFears!
A The Godhead appears
In Curist reconcil'd,
The Father of Merciesin Jesus the Child.

II.
He comes from above,
In manifelt Love,
‘The Defire of our Eyes,
The mock Lamb of GOD, in a Manger he lics.

III.
At Immanuer's Birth
What a T'riumph on Earth!
Yet could it afferd
No better a Place for its Heavenly Lord.

1v.
The Antient of Days
To redeem a Loft Race,
From his Glory comes down,
Self-humbled to carry us up to a Crown,
V. Made

20



[1788)

4 What movéd the Moft High, So eatly to foop ?
He comes from the fky Our fouls to liftup ;
That finners forgiven Might finlefs return
To God and to heaven, Their Maker is born,

5 Imn'anuel’s lo\ =, Let finners confefs,
Who con.es from above, To bring us his peace 3
Let every believer His mercy adore,
And praife him for ever, When time ig no more,

HYMN VI,

1 \K'I?‘:chitg o:r fears ¢
6 Godhead a rey
In Chrilt reconciléd, ppes
The Father of Mercies in Jefus the child,

e He comes from above,
In manifeft love,
The defire of our eyes,
The meek Lamb of God in a manger he lies.

At Immanuel’s birth
‘What a triumph on earth,
Yet could it afford
No better a place for its heavenly Lord !

4 The Ancient of Days,

To redeem a loft race,

From his g'ory comes down,
Self-bumbled to carry us up to a crown.
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V.
Madc Fleth for our Sake,
That we might partake
The Nature Divine,
And again in his Image, his Holincfs fhine ;

VI.
An Heavenly Birth
Experience on Earth,
And rife to his Throne,
And live with our Jesus cternally One,

VII.
Then let us believe,
And gladly receive
The Tidings they bring,
Who publifh to’Sinners their Saviour and King.

VI
And while we arc here,
Our King fhall appear,
His Spirit impart,
And form his full Image of Love in our Heart.

HYMN IX.

I.
ATHER, our Hearts we lift
Up to thy Gracious Throne,
And blefs Thee for the precious Gift
Of thine Incarnate Son
The Gifc unfpeakable
We thankfully receive,
And to the World thy Goodnefs tell,
And to thy Glorylive.
11 Jesvs,
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5 Made flefh for our fake,
That we might partake,
The nature divine,
And again in his image, his holinefs fhine ;

6  An heavenly birth,
Experience on earth,
And rife to his throne,
And live with our Jefus eternally one.

7  Then let us believe,
And gladly receive
The tidings they bring,
‘Who publifh to finners, their Saviour and King.

8 And while we are here,
Our King fhall appear,
His Spirit impanr,
And forin his full image of love in out heart,

H YMN IX.

] ATHER our hearts we lift,
Up to thy gracious throne,
And blels thee for the precious gift,
Of thine incarnate Son:
The gift unfpeakable,
We thankfully receive,
And to the world thv goodnefs tell,
And to thy glory live,
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II.
JEBSUS, the holy Child,
Loth by his Birth declare,

That GOD and Man are reconcil'd,
And One in Him we are.
Salvation thro' his Name
To all Mankind is given,

And loud his Infant-Cries proclaim
A Peace 'twixt Earth and Heaven,

III,
A Peace on Earth He brings,
Which never more fhall end ;

The Lord of Hofts, the King of Kings,
Declares Himfelf our Friend,
Affumes our Flefh and Blood,

That we his Sp'rit may gain,

The everlalting Son of Gg]g,
The mortal Son of Man,

IV.
His Kingdom from above
He doth to us impart,

And pure Benevolence and Love
O'crflow the faithful Heart :
Chang'd in a Moment we
The {weet ActraQion find,

With open Arms of Charity
Embracing all Mankind,

V.

O might they all receive

The new-born Prince of Peace,
And meekly in his Spirit live,

And in his Love increafe |

‘lill He convey us home,

Cry every Soul aloud,
Come, Thou Defire of Nations come,

And take us all to GOD |

B HYMN
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2 {)efus the holy child,
oth by his birth declare,

That Cod and men aic reconciléd,
And one in him we are:
Salvation through his name
To all mankind is given,

And loud his infant cries proclaim,
A peace “twixt earth and heaven,

8 A peaec on earth he brings,
Which never more fthall end :
The Lord of hofts, the Kirng of Kings,
Declares himfelf our fiiend;
¢ Aflumes our {lefh and blood,
That we his Spirit may gain ;
The everlafting Son of God,
The mortal Son of man,

4 His kingdom from above,
He doth to us impart,

And pure benevolence and love,
O’crflow the faithful heart :
Changéd in a moment we
The {weet attrattion find,

With open arms of charity
Embracing all mankind,

§ O might they all receive,
The new-born Prince of peace
And meekly in his fpirit live,
And in his love increafe !
Till he convey us home,
Cry every foul aloud,
Come, thou defire of nations come,
And take us up to Gad,
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HYMN X

I
OME Thou long-expeéted JESUS,

C Born 1o fet thy People free,
¥rom our Fears and Sins relieve us,

Let us find our Refl in Thee
Ifracl's Strength and Confolation,

Hope of all the EarthI'hou are,
Dear Difire of cvery Nation,

Joy of cvery longing Ilcart.

II.

Dora thy People to deliver,

Born a Child and yet a King;
Born to reign in Us for ever,

Now thy gracious Kingdom bring ;
By thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our [earts alone,
By thinc all-lufiicicnc Meric

Raife us to thy glorious Throne.

HYMN XL

I

LI G H T of thofc whole dreary Dwelling
Borders on the Shades of Death,
Comne, and by thy Love's revealing
Diilipate the Clouds beneath :
The new Heaven and Baih's Creator,
In our deepelt Dagknefs rife,.
Scattering all the Night of Nature,
Pouring Eyc-fight on our Lyes.
11, Sill
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HYMN X

1 OME, thou long-expe&ted Jefus,
Rorn to fet thy people free,
From our fears and fins releafe us,
Let us find our rcft in thee:
frael’s ftrength and confolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear defire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart,

a Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yeta King,
Born to reign in us for cver,
Now thy gracious kingdom bring:
thy own eternal Spirit,
Rule in all our hearts alone,
By thy all-fufficient merit
Raifc us to thy glorious throne,

HYMN XL

1 IGHT of thofe whofe dreary dwelling

4 Borders on the fhades of death,

Cone, and by thy love’s revealing,
Diffipate the clouds beneath :

The new heaven and earth’s Creator,
In our deepeft darknels rile,

Scattéring all the night of nature,
Pouring eye-fight on our eyes.
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11,

Still we-wait for thy Appearing,

Life and Joy thy Beams impart,
Chafing all our Fears, and chearing

Ewvery poor benighted teare.
Come, and manifet the Favour

GOD hath for our ranfom'd Ruce ;
Come, thou univerfal Saviour,

Come, and bring the Gofpel-Grace,

ITL,

Save us in thy great Compafion,
O Thou mild pacific Prince,
Give the Knowledge of Salvation,
Give the Pardon of onr Sius ;

By thine all-redeeming - Merje
Every burden'd Soul releafc,

Every weary wandring Spirit
Guide into thy perfect Peace.

HYMN XII

1.
SING, ye ranfom’d Nations, fing
Praifes to our new-born King,
Sonrof Man our Maker is,.
Lord of Hofts and Prince of Peace,

1.
Lo | He lays his GJory by,
Emptied of his Majelty |
See the GOD who all Things made,
Humbly in a Manger laid.

III,
Caft we off our ncedlefs Fear,
Boldly to his Cratch draw ncar,
JESUS is our Fleth and Bone,
Goo-w 1TH-Us is all our own.
B2
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2 Still we wait for thy appearing,

Life and joy thy beams impart,

Chuafing all our fears, and cheering
Every ponr benighted heart ;

Come, and manifelt the favour
God hath for our ranfoméd race;

Come, thou univerfal Saviour,
Come, and bring the gefpel-grace.

3 Savc us in thy great compaflion,
O thou mild, pacific Prince,
Give the kaowiedge of falvatiun,
Give the pardon of our fins;
By thy all-refloring nerit,
Every burthenéd foul releafe,
Every weary wandring fpirit,
Guide into thy perfett peace.

HYMN XI1I.

1 QING, ye ranfom¢d nations fing,
Praifes to our new-born King,

Son of man our Maker is,
Lord of bofts and Prince of peace !

2 Lo! he lays his glory by,
Eropti¢d of his majelty !
See the God who all things made,
Humbly in a manger laid,

g Caft we off our needlefs fear,
Boldiy to the church draw near,
Jefus is cur fleth and bone,
God with us is all our own.
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1V.
Let us then with Angels gaze
On our new-born Monarch's Fuce,
With the Quire Celeftial join'd,
Shout the Saviour of Mankind.

V.
Son of Man, will he defpife
Mun's well-neaning Sacrifice ?
No; with condefcending Grace
e accepts his Creature's Praife.

. VI.
Will his Majefty difdain
‘I'he poor Shepherd's fimple Strain ?
No; for Ifracl's Shepherd He
Loves their artefs Melody.

VII
He will not refufe the Soag
Of the Rammering [nfant’s Tongue,
Yabes He hears humanely mild,
Gncee Himfelf a little Child,

VIIL.
Let ns then our Prince proclaim,
Humbly chant Jmmanuel's Name,
Pablifh ac his wondrous Rirth
Praife in Heaven and Peace on Earth :

1X,
‘Yriumph in our Saviour's Love,
Till He takes us up above,
All his Mujelty dilplays,
Shews us all his Glorious Face.

HYMN
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4 Let us then with angels gaae
On our new-born Monarch’s face,
Withi.e choir celeltial joinéd,
Shout tie Saviour of mankind,

& Son of man, will he defpife,
Man’s well-meaning facrifice ?
No; with condefcending grace
He accepts his creature’s praile,

6 Will his majefty difdain
The poor (hepherd’s fimple firain:
No; for Ifrael’s Shepherd, he
Lovecs their artlels melody,

7 He will not refufe the fong
Of the ftamméring infant's tongue,
Babes he bears humanely mild,
Once himfelf a little child.

8 Let us then our Prince proclaim,
Humbly chauntImmanuel’s name,
Publifh at his wondrous birth,
Praife in heaven, and peace on carth,

Triumph in our Saviour’s love,
Till he takes us up above,

All his majelty difplays,
Shews us all his glorious face,
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HYMN XIIL

I.

E T Angcls and Archangels fing
L The wonderful Immanuel's Name,
Adore with us our new-born King,

And flill the joyful News proclaim,
All Earth and Heaven be ever join'd
‘To praife the Saviour of Mankind.

1L
The everlafting GOD comes down
To fojourn with the Sons of Men ;
Without his Majeily or Crown,
The great INVISIBLE is feen:
Of all his dazling Glories fhorn
T'he everlafling GOD is born |

IIL,
Angelk, behold that Infant's Face,
ith rapt'rous Awe the Godhead own @
*Tis all your Hcaven on Him to gaze,
And calt your Crowns betore his ‘Chrone ;
‘Tho' now te on his Footftool lics,
Ye know He built both Earth and Skies.

IV.
By Him into Exiflence brought,
Ye {ang the All-creating Word ;
Ye heard Him call our World from nought :
Again, in.Honour of your Lord,
Ye¢ Morning-Stars your Hymns employ,
And fhout, ye Sons of GOD, for Joy.

B3
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oYy M N XIII

1 ET angels and archangel’s fing,
L Thegwonderful lmtﬁanuel'sgmmc,
Adore with us our new-born King,
And ftill the joyful news proclaim ;
All earth and heaven be ever joinéd,
To praife the Saviour of mankind.

s The everlafting God comes down,
To fojourn with the fons of men ;
Without his majefty or crown
The great Invifible is feen ¢
OF all his dazzling glories thorn,
The everlafting God is born !

8 Angels, behold that infant’s face,
With rapturous awe the Godhead own,
*Tis all your heaven on him to gaze,
And caft your crowns before his throne ;
Though now he on his footftool lies,
Ye know he built both earth and fkies.

4 By him into cxiftence brought,
Ye fang the all-creating word ;
Ye heard him call our world from nought ;
Again, in honour of your Lord,
Ye morning ftars, your hymns employ,
And fhout, ye fone of Gud, for joy.
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HYMN XIV.

O Aftonithing Gracc,
That the Reprobate Race

Should be fo reconcil'd |
What a Wonder of Wonders that GOD is a Child !

IL
The Creator of all,
To repair our fad Fall
From his Heav'n ﬂoops down,
Lays hold of our Nature, and joins to his own.

IIL

Our Immanuel came,
‘I'he whole World to redeem,
And Incarnated fhew'd

That Man may again be united to GOD !

Iv.
And fhall we not hope,
After GOD to wake up,
His Nature to know ?
iz Nature is finlefs PerfeQion below.

V.
To this Heavenly Prize,
By Fuith let us rife
To his Image afcend,
Apprehended of GOD) letus GOD apprehend.

HYMN
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HYMN XIV.

1 O Aflonifhing grace,
That the reprobate race

Should be rcconciléd !
‘What a wonder of wonders that God is 2 child ?

2 The Creator of all,
To repair our fad fall,
From hcaven ftoops down:
Lays hold of our nature and joins to his own,

3 Our Immanuel came,
The whole world to redeem,
And incarnated fhewdéd
That man may again be united to God !

4 And fhall we not hope,
After God to wake up,
His nature to know ?
His nature is finlefs perfettion below.

To this heavenly prize,
By faith let us rife,
To his image afcend,
Apprehended of God, let us God apprehend,
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HYMN XV.
L
LL-wife, all-good, almighty Lord,
JESUS, by highelt Heaven ador'd,
E'er Time its Courfe began,
How did thy ‘glorious Mercy floop

To take the fallen Nature up,
When Thou thyfelf wert Man?

e
Th' Eternal GOD from Heav'n came down,
‘The King of Glory dropp'd his Crown,
And veil'd his Majelty,
Empty'd of all but Love He came ;
JESUS, I call Thee by the Name
Thy Pity bore for me.

III.
O holy Child, ftill let thy Birth
Bring Peace to us poor Worms of Earth,
And Praife to GOD on high !
Come, Thou who didft my Flefh aflyme,
Now to the abje& Sinner come,
And in a Manger lie,

1V,
Didft Thou not in thy Perfon join
‘T"he Natures Human and Divine,
That GOD and Man might be
Henceforth infeparably Onc ?
Hafle then, and make thy Nature known
Incarnated in me.

V.
In my weak finful Flefh appear,

O GOD, be manifefted here,
Peace, Rightcoufnefs, and Joy,
Thy Kingdom, Lord, fet up withip
My faithful Heart, and all sy Sin,
The Devil's Works deftroy.

2
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HY MN XV,

1 LL-WISE, all-good, almighty Lord,
Jefus, by higheft heaven adoréd,
Eretime its courfe began,
How did thy glorious mercy floop,
To take thy fallen nature up,
When thou thyfelf wert man ?

2 The eternal God from heaven came dows,
The King of glory droppéd his crown,
And vciléd his majelly;
Ympticd of all but love he came,
Jefus, I call thee by the name,
The pity bore for me.

g O holy child, ftill let thy hirth
Biing peacc to us poor worms on carth,
And praife to God on high'!
Come, thou who didft my fle(h affume,
Now tu the abje& finnet come,
And in a manger lie.

4 Didft thou not in perfon join
The natures human and divine,
That God and man might be
Henceforth infeparably one ?
1lafte then and make thy nature known
Incarnated in me.

§ In my weak, finful flefh appear,
O God, be manifefted here,

Peace, righteoufnefs, and joy ;
Thy kingdom, Lord, fet up within
My faithful heart; and alT my fin,

The devil’s work deftroy,
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VI.
I long thy Coming to confefs
T he myftic Power of Godlinefs,
The Life Divine to prove,
The Fulnefs of thy Life to know,
Redeem'd from all my Sins below,
And perfected in Love.

VIIL
O CHRIST, my Hopc, make known in me
The great, the glorious Myflery,
‘Che hidden Life impart :
Come, thou Defire of Natious, come,
Form'd in a fpotlefs Virgin's Womb,
A pure belicving Heart.

VIIL
Come quickly, dearelt Lord, that I
May own, tho' Antichrilt deny,
Thy Incarnation's Power,
May cry, a Witnels to my Lord,
** Come in my Flet is CHRIST, the Word,
‘“ And I can fin no more I”

HYMN XVL

I
Mercy Divine
How couldit Thou incline
My GOD to become fuch an Infant as mine !

II.
What a Wonder of Grace!
The Antient of Days
Is found in‘the Likenefs of Adam’s frail Race,
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6 I long thy coming to confefs,
The mylic power of godlinefs,
The life divine to 'Prove :
The fulnefs of thy life to know,
Redeeméd from all my fins below,
And perfefted in love,

7 O ChriRt, my hope, make known to me
The great, the glorious myfery,
The hidden life impart,

Come, thou defirc of nations, come,
Forméd in a fpotlefs virgin’s womb,
A pure, believing heart,

8 Come quickly, deareft Lord, that I
May own, though antichiift deny,
Thy incarnation’s power:
May cry, a witnefs 10 my Lord, :
* Come in my fleth is Chsift the Word,
* And I can fin oo more !’

HY MN "XV}

1 MERCY divine;
O couldft thou incline,
My God,to become fuch an infant as mine #

2 What a wonder of grace,
The Ancient of days :
Is found in the likenels of Adam’s frail race!
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IIL
He comes from on high,
Who fafhion'd the Sky,
And meekly vouchfafes in a Manger to lie.
v

Our GOD ever bleft
With Oxen doth rett,
Is nurft by his Creature and hangs at the Breaft,
A

So Hclvenly:mild
His Innocence fmil'd,
Nowonder the Mo(he{/ thould worfhip theChild.
I

The Angels Mhe knew
Had ‘worthipp'd him too,
And Rill they confefs AIdoration his Due.
Vil

On JESUSs I:‘acc.
With eager Amaze,
And Pleafute extauc the Cherubim gaze.
X

Their newly-bc;rn King,
Tranfported they fing, .
And Heav'n and Earth )\(vith the Triumph doth ring,

The Shephcrd; behold
Him promis'd of old,
By Angels attended, b);( Prophets foretold.
I

The wifc Men adore,
And bring him their Store,
The Rich are permitted to follow the Poor.
XII.
To the Inn they repair,
“To fec the young Heir :
The Inn isa Palace )E for JESUS is there !
I,

Who now would be great,
And not rather wait
On JESUS their Lord in his humble Eftate ?

X1V,
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3 He comes from on high,
Who falhionéd the fﬁy,
And meckly vouchfafes in a manger to lic,

Our God, ever bleft,
With oxen doth reft,
Is nuriéd by his creature, and hangsat the breaft.

5 So heavenly mild,
His innocence fmiléd,
No wonder the mother thould worfhip the child,

6 The angels fhe knew
Had worthippéd him too,
And fill they confefs adoration is due,

7 On Jelus's face
With cager anize,
And plealures exuatic the cherubims gaze.

8 Their newly-born King
Tran(ported they fing, .
And heaven and earth with the triumph doth ring,

9 The fuepherds behold
Him promiféd of old
By angels attended, by prophets foretold,

10 The wile men adore,
And bring him their ftore,
The rich are perwmitied to follow the poor.

11 To the inn they repair,
To fee the young heir:
The inn is a palace; for Jefus isthere.

12 Who now would be great,
And not rather wait
On Jefus, their Lord, in his humble eftate ?
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Xtv.
Like hitn would [ be,
My Mafter | fee
In a Stable; a Smhl;.({l,ull fatiify me.

With Him Trefide:
‘The Manger tall hide
Mine Honour ; the MangIcr tall bury my Pride.
XV

And here will T lie,
T'ill rais'd up on high
With Him on the Crofs I recover the Sky.

H YMN XVII.

‘ N 7HERE is the holy Heav'n-born Child,
Heir of the everlafting Throne,
Who Heav'n and Earth hath reconcil'd,
And GOD and Manﬁe)om’d in One 1
Sha!l we of earthly Kings enquire,
To Courts or Palaces repair ?
The Nation's Hope, thc World's Defire,
Alas! we caono find Him there.
I
Shall Learning fhew the Sinner's Friend,
Or Scribes a Sight of CHRIST afford ?
Us to his Natal Place they fend,
But never go to fec tlh‘e,lr Lord.
We fearch the Outward Church in vain,
They cannot Him we feck declare,
They have not fourd the Son of Man,
Or known the facred Name they bear.

Then let us turn no morc afide,
But ufe the Light Himfclf imparts,
His Spirit is our furet Guide,
His Spirit glimmnering in our Hearts,
Down
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13 Like him would 1 be!
My Mafter 1 fee
Ina ftable !—a ftable fhall fatisly me.

1.4 With him I refide ;
The: manger fhall hide
Mine honour: the manger (hall bury my pride,

15 And here will I lie,
Till raiféd up on high,
With him on the crefs, 1 recover the fky.

HYMN XVII

1 HERE is the holy, heaven-born child ?
W H b e everlalting throne ?
Who heaven and earth hath reconciléd,
And God and man rejoinéd in qne ?

2 Shall we of earthly kings enquire ?
To courts or palaces repair ?
The nation’s hope, the world’s dcfire,
Alas! we cannot find him there,

8 Shall learning fhew the finner’s Friend,
Or fcribes a fight of Chrift afford ?
Us to his natal place they fend,
But ncver go 1o feek the Lord.

4 We learch the outward church in vain,
They cannot him we feck declare,
They have not found the Son of man,

Or known the {acred name they bear..

§ Then let us turn no more afide,
But ufe the light himfelf imparts,
His Spirit is our fureft guide,
His Spirit glimmncring in our hearts,
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VI
Drawn by his Grace we come from far,
And fix on Heaven our wifhful Eyes,
That Ray divine, that orient Star
Dire@s us where the Infunt lies.

Sce theee! the new born-Saviour fee,
By Faith difcern the great 1 AM ;
‘T'is Hel the Eternal GOD ! ‘tis He
That bears the mild Lnmanuel's Name,
VIIL.
The Prince of Peace on Earth is found,
The Child is born, the Son is given 3
Tell it 10 all the Nations round,
JEHOVAH is con)x(e down from Heaven |
1

JEHOVAH is come dowa to raife
His dying Crecatures from their Fall,
And all may now receive the Grace
Which brings eternal Life to all,
X

Lord, FFe receive the Grace and Thee,
With Joy unfpeakable receive,

And rife 'I‘Kinc open Face to fee,
And onc with GOD for cver live.

HY M N XVIIIL

L
AL L Glory to GOD in the Sky,
And Peace upon Earth be reftor'd!
O JRSUS, exalied on high,
Appear our omnipotent Lord :
Who meanly in Bethlebem born,
Didtt floop to redeem a loft Race,
Once more to_thy Creature return,
And reign in thy Xingdom of Grzce.
1

When Theu in our Flefh didft appear,
All'Nature acknowledg'd thy Lirth ;
Arofe the acceptable Year,
And Heaven was opei®d on Earth :
Recciving
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6 Drawn by his grace we come from far,
And fix on heaven our wilhful cycig
That Ray divine, that orient Star,
Direfts us where the infant lies,

7 Seethere; the new-born Saviour fee,
) By fuith difcern the great 1 AM
'Tis he! the Eternal God ; “tis he
Thiat bears the mild Immanucel’s name.

8 The liince of peace on earth is found,
The Child is born, the Son is given,
Tell it to all the nations round,
Jehovah is come down from heaven.

9 Jehovah is came down to raife
His dying creaturcs from their fall,
And all inay now receive the grace
W hich brings eternal lifc to all.

10 Lord, we receive thy grace, and thee
Wirh joy unfpeakable receive,
And rife thine open face 10 fee,
And one with God for ever live,

Iy M N XVIIL

1 LL gloiy to God in the fky,
.LA A?\d geace upon earth bc)reﬂ.méd!
O Jefus, exalted on high,
Appcar, our omnipotent Lord |
Who meanly in Bethlehem born,
Didlt loop to redaem a loft race,
Once more to thy creatures return,
And reign in thy kingdom of graee.

2 When thou in our flefh did{t appear
All nature acknowledgéd thy birth :
Arofe the acceptable year,
And heaven was openéd on earth ;
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Receiving its Lord fromab
The World was united o lefs
The Giver of Concord and wu. we
The Prince and th}: ?uthor of Peace.
I
O wouldft Thou again be made known,
Again in thy Spirit defcend,
And fet'up in each.of thine own,
A Kingdom that never fhall end |
Thot only art able to blefs,
And make the glad Nations obey,
And bid the dire Enmity ceafe,
And bow the wholle orld to thy Sway.
V.
Come then to thy Servants again,
Who long thy Appcarinﬁto know, ]
Thy quiet and peaceable Reign
In Mercy eftablith below :
All Sorrow before Thee fhall fiy,
And Anger and Hatred be o'er,
Arnd Envy and Malice fhall dic,
And Difcord affi& u+ no more.
\

No horrid Alarm of War
Shall break our Eternal Repofe ;
No Sound of the T'rumpet is there,
Where AESUS's Spir'- o'erflows :
Appeas'd by the Charr £ thy Grace
We all hall in Awr™. win,
And kindly'each othe = = -
And love with'a Pudi.. e

F l . 1-.»m'a" N

A RIS
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[N
Receiviag its Lord frq,;-above,
The world was unigd to klefs,
The giver of concorcr and love,
The Prince and the Author of peace.

8 O would’ft thou again be made known,
Again in thy Spiritdefcend,
And fet up in each of "thine own,
A kicgdom that never fhall end ?
Thou only art able to blefs,
And make the glad nation obey,
And bid the dire enmity ceale,
And bow the whole world to thy {way,

4 Come then to thy fervants again,
Who long thy appearing to know,
Thy quiet and peaceable reign
In merey eftablith below ¢ .
All forrow before thee fhall flv,
And angér and hatred be o’er,
And envy and malice fhall die,
And difcord afili&t us ng -more.
N
5 No horrid alarum of war, ;
Shall break our eternal repofe,
No found of the, trumpet is there,
Where .]efuis’s. fptrit o'eflows :
Appcalcd by the charmg.a' {by grace
Re all all in amings Y Brace
And kindly each o ?:;'e_r_'.pL

h
) ,)‘Cc,
LIS + .
And love WHES ] e ﬂkc thine.
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Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord (1745)

O 0 N N hE W -

o e o
0 N A W s W= O

First Lines and Metres
. Ye simple men of heart sincere 8.8.8.8
. Ye heavenly choir 5.5.5.5.6.5.6.5
. Angels speak, let man give ear 8.3 3.6
. Glory be to God on high 7.6.7.6.1.7.7.6
. Let earth and heaven combine 6.6.6.6.8 8
. Join all ye joyful nations 7.7.4 47.1.7.4 4.7
. All glory to God, and peace upon earth 5.5.5.5.6.5.6.5
. Away with our fears! 55511
. Father, our hearts we lift 6.6.8.6.6.6.8.6
. Come, thou long-expected Jesus 8.7.8.7.8.7.8.7
. Light of those whose dreary dwelling 8.7.8.7.8.7.8.7
. Sing, yg,ransomed nations, sing 71117
. Let angels and archangels 8.8.8.8.3 8
. O astonishing grace 55511
. All-wise, all-good, almighty Lord 8 8.6.8 8.6
. O mercy divine 5511
. Where is the holy, heaven-bom child? 8.8.8.8
. All glory to God in the sky 8.8.8.8.8.8.8.8

Of these only No. 18 was welcomed by John Wesley

into his 1780 Collection, although No. 9 was included in
Select Hymns (1761) and Pocket Hymn Book (1785);
Nos. 4, 5, and 11 were added in the 1831 Supplement,
and 10 in the 1876 Supplement.
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Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord

Stemma

[* = 17 hymns]

A London [Strahan] .............
B* 2 Bristol Farley ...............
C Newcastle Gooding ............
D* 3 Dublin Powell ..............
E [Cork? Harrison? ...........
F 3? Bristol Farley ...............
G 4 Bristol Farley ...............
H 10 London (6017’ S
I* 4 Dublin Powell ..............
J 11 London Foundry .............
K* 5 Bristol Farley .......c.cc...
L* 6 Dublin Powell ..............
M* 6 Bristol Pine ......ccceevueneee
N Bristol Pine .....eceeeeveenne.
(0] Bristol Pine ....cceuvveneneee
P Bristol Pine .....ceeeeeeeeenne
Q Bristol Pine .......cceeeeeeee.
R Philadelphia Dunlap ..............
S Bristol Pine ....cccoeeeeeeeene
T Bristol Pine ......cceeeeueeee
U London Hawes .......cc.ce...
\'% London Hawes ......ccceueee
w London Hawes ...............
X London Paramore ...........
Y London Paramore ...........
VA London Paramore ...........
2A London New Chapel .......
2B London Paramore ...........

The stemma furnishes a kind of genealogical table for
multiple editions of works. It attempts to trace the prob-
able lines down which (or across which) the text descended
from one edition to another. Frequently these links are
quite certain, but not always. In other stemmata dotted in-
stead of solid lines indicate greater doubt than usual, but
that device has not been used here. The disappearance of
some editions obviously makes a stemma more conjectural
than is the case with larger texts and plentiful clues.

50



Stemma

1745 .oveeeiinrninrnennnnnnnn.
1746 [no known copy] .....
1747 .ooveiiiiiniiniiiicissnnnnns
17487] ........ veresessassssssens E
1749 [no known copy] .....
) |
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Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord
Variant Readings, 1745-1791

vs line original text

The Babe ye wrapped in swaths shall find

Whom the heavens adore

The seal of their peace ........cccccccececeeennne
Angels speak, let man give ear ..............

4 Nor tremble at this glorious light ..................
By this the Saviour of mankind .............

ooooooo

......

ooooooo

HN BWNI—= VD=L D=

A Child is bom

Wrapped in swaths th’immortal stranger ..
God comes down: he bows the sky ........
Being’s Source beginsto Be ..................
Dwelling in an earthy clod ...........ccccu.....
With heaven’s host lift up our voice .......

ooooooo

.....................

Th’acclaiming hosts of heaven ...............

oooooo

oooooo

oooooo

......

......

......

The desire of our eyes

His court an inn ..........ccceeeenevenvovecrencees
‘Which God to us hath given ..................
Gaze on that helpless object ..:..............

......

......

......

Made flesh for our sake

And rise to his throne

And take us all to God

That we his Sp’rit may gain ..................

oooooo

[ X~ NI NWOO AW == W= I D DN SN W W ] Wt s 00 W) s

wWw WNN=UNWAWUNDND WD W -
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From our fears & sins relieve us ............
By thine own eternal Spirit .........cccceuuees
By thine all-sufficient merit ...........ccee...
By thine all-redeeming merit .................
Every burden’d soul release ............cevenee
Boldly to his cratch draw near ................

oooooooooooooooo

ooooooo

......

oooooo

.......

oooooo

oooooo




ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

.....

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

.....

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

-----

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

ooooo

. eeeee

ooooo

ooooo

.....

.....

Variant Readings, 1745-1791

[variants]

[his glorious light]
[omit ‘the’]

[of his peace]
[let men give ear]
[heavens do adore]

[men or angel’s]
[man or angel’s]
[host of heaven]
[A child was born]
[His court and inn]
[to us has given]

(the helpless object]

[of your eyes]

[Made man for...]

[rise on his throne]
[his Spirit]

[take us up to God]
[sins release us]
[thy own eternal]
[thy all-sufficient]
[thine all-restoring]

[to his church]
[to the church]
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H,J,L-R, T-2B
1,Q

M

BC,G, 1, K-2B
H, PQ, STUV
W-2B

PQ, S-2B

uvw

H,J,R

R, Y [as], Z-2B
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Variant Readings, 1745-1791

original text

Gop-wits-Us is all our own [A, D, H] ...........
God with us is all our own [BC, ] ...............
With the quire celestial joined .............ccoeeenes
Humbly chant Inmanuel’s Name .................
The great INVISIBLE is seen ...........ccceeueenee
Angels, behold that infant face .....................
Should be so reconciled ............coueenreenennnnnns
From his heaven stoops down .........c.ccceeeureee
Our Immanuel came .........ccceeervenensarcsacsone
Jesus, by highest Heaven ador’d ...... eeeeeseacan
Jesus, I call thee by the name ..........ccecvveeeeee
Thy pity bore for me
Bring peace to us poor worms of earth ...........
Come, Thou who didst my flesh assume ........
The devil’s works destroy
Redeem’d from all my sins below .................
O Christ, my hope, make known in me .........
Come in my flesh is Christ the Word ............
And still they confess adoration his due .........
And pleasure ecstatic the cherubim gaze .........

But never go to see their Lord ..........ccceevunnene

Or known the sacred Name they bear .............
Lord, we receive the grace and thee ...............
Once more to thy creature return ...........ceeeeens
And Heaven was open’d on earth ..................
The world was united to bless .........cocevereeees
And make the glad nations obey ........cccceuvenns
No horrid alarm of War .........ceceeiireiincneinnnae
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Variant Readings, 1745-1791

[variants]

[Gop with us—varied]

[the choir celestial]
[Humbly chaunt]
{Invisible}

[is seen]

[the infant face]

[omit ‘so’; error?]
[From heaven stoops]
(Our Immanuel come,]
[highest heavens]

[by thy name; error]
[The pity; error]

[devil’s work destroy]
[all my sin below]
[make known to me]
[Come in; my flesh]
[adoration is due]
[pleasures]
[cherubims]

[to see the Lord]

[to seek the Lord]
[the secret name; error]
[thy grace, and thee]
[to thy creatures]
[was open on earth]
[was united to bless]
[glad nation]

[horrid alarum of war]
[alarm of dread war]
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editions
G,K-2B

G,K-2B
H,J,Q, S-2B
Q, S-2B
B,D,G,LK-U
J

Y-2B

PQ, S-2B

U, WXY [error]
N-R

X-2A

N-2B

vw

U-2B

B,D, G, I, KLM
U-2B

vw

H, J, N-R, X-2B
OPQ, S-2B

I, NO, R, TU, W-2A
K-U

V-2B

ST

T-2B

J, 0-Q, S-2B
H,J,N-U
H,J,N-2B
Y-2A

H,N-2B

G
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