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AGAINST A

SEPARATION

FROM THE

CoiurRcH of ENcLAND,

SN HETH ER it be lawful or no (which

X\ & itlelf may be difputed, being not fo clear

K____¥ aPoint as fome may imagine) it is by

% o0 38 no Means expedient for us to {eparate
from the Eftablith’d Church :

I. BECAUSE it would be a Contradi@ion to the
folemn and repeated Declarations, which we have
made in all Manner of Ways, in Preaching, in
Print, and in private Converfation :

2. BEcAUSE (on this as well as many other Ac-
counts) it would give huge Occafion of Offence to
thofe who feek and defire Occafion, to all the Ene-
mies of Gop and his Truth |
3. Becavuse it would exceedingly prejudice
*gainft us many who fear, yea, who love Gop,
and thereby hinder their receiving fo much, perhaps
any farther, Benefit from our Preaching

4. BeEcAusE it would hinder Multitudes of thofe
who neither love nor fear Gop, from hearing usatall:
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[ 4 ]

5. BEcAusk it would oecafion many Hundreds,
1f not fome Thoufands of thofe who are now united
with us, to {eparate from us 3 yea, and fome of thofe
who have a deep Work of (racein their Souls:

6. Brcausk it would be throwing Balls of Wild-
fire among them that are now quiet in the Land.
We are now fweetly united together in Love. We
moftly think and {peak the fame Thing. But this
would occafion inconceivable Strife and Contention,
between thofe who left, and thofe who remained in
the Church, as well as between thofe who left us,
and thofe who remainea with us: Nay, and be-
tween thole very Perfons who remained, as they
were varioufly inclined one Way or the other:

7. BECAUSE, whereas Controver{y is now afleep,
and we 1n great Meafure live peaceably with all
Men, fo that we are flrangely at Letfure to fpend
our whole T'ime and Strength, in enforcing plain,
practical, vital Religion, (O what would many of
our rorefathers have given, to have enjoyed fo
blefled a Calm #) This would utterly banifh Peace
from among us, and that without Hope of its Re-
tarn, It would cngage me for one, in a thoufand
Controverfies, both in Publick and Privates (for 1
fhould be in Confcience obliged to give the Reafons
of my Conduct, and to defend thofe Reafons againit
all Oppofers) and fo take me off from thofe more
vleful Labours, which might otherwife employ the
{hort Remainder of my Life :

8. BecAusk to form the Plan of a New Church
would require infinite T'ime and Care, (which might
be far more prohtably beltowed) with much more
Wildom and greater Depth and Extenfivenefs of

‘Thought, than any of us are Mafters of :
0. Becausk from fome having barely entertain-
ed a diftant Thought of this, evil Fruits have al-
ready followed, fuch as Prejudice againft the Clergy
in general 3 and aptnefs to believe Il of them ; Con-
tempt (not without a Degree of Bitternefs), of
Clergy-
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Clergymen as fuch, and a Sharonefs of Lznouage
toward the whole Order, utteriy unbecoming either
Gendemen-or Chriftians :

10. BECAUSE the Experiment has been {o fre-
quently tricd already, and the fuccefs never anfwer’d
the Expectation. (Gop has {ince the Reformation
raifed up from Time to Time many Witnefles of
pure Religion,  If thefe Jived and died (like Foiz
Arndty  Ribert Boltiny, and maoy others) in the
Churches to which they belonged, notwithftanding
theWicked..efs which overfl :wed both the eachers
and Poople theicin; they fpread the Leaven of true
Religion far and wide, and were more and more
ucful, ’ull they went to Paradife.  Butif upon any
| rovocation or Confideration whatever, tney fepa-
rated, and founded diflin& Part.es, their Influence
was more and more confined ; they grew lefs and
lefs ufeful to others, and generally loft the Spirit of
Religion themfelves in the Spirit of Controvery

11. BEcausz we have meclancholy Inftances of
this, even now before our Eyes. Many have in
our Memory left the Church, and formed them-
fclves into diftinét Bodies,  And certainly fome of
them, from a real Perfuafion, that they fhould do
(;op more Service. But have any feparated them-
felves and profpered ?  Have they been either more
kol, , or more ufeful than they were before

12, BECAUSE by fuch a Separation we fhould
not only throw away the peculiar Glorying which
Gop has given us, That we do and will {ufter all
Things for our Brethren’s Sake, tho’ the more we
lnve them, the lefs we be loved: But fhould aétin
direét Contradiction to that very End, for which we
believe Gop hath raifed us up. The chief Defign
of his Providence in fending us out, is undoubtedly,
Lo quicken our Brethren.- And the firft Meffage
of ail our Preachers is, to the loft Sheep of the
Church of England. Now would it not be a flat
Contradi@ion to this Defign, To feparate from the

A 3 Church?
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Church? Thefe Things being confidered, we can.
not apprehend, whether it be lawful in itfelf or g,

that it is lawful for us: were it only on this
Ground, That it is by no means expedient.

I1. It has indeed been objeted, That till we do |
{eparate, we cannot be a compadt, united Body, |

It i1s true, we cannot ’till then be a compas
united Bedy, if you mean by that Expreflion, A
Body diftint from all others. And we have ng
Defire fo to be.

IT has been objelted, Secondly, <¢ It is mere Cow.
ardice and Fear of Perfecution which makes you
defire to remain united with them,”

‘T'nis cannot be proved. Let every one examine
his own Heart, and not judge his Erother.

IT is not probable, We never yet, for any Per:
{ecution, when we were in the Midft of it, either
turned back from the Work, or even flackened our |
FPace,

Bur this is certain: That although Perfecution
many Times proves an unfpeakable Rlefling tothem
that fufter it, yet we ought not wiltully to biiﬁ{]git
upon ourfelves. Nay, we ought to do whatevegcan
tawfully be done, in order to prevent it. We ought
to avoid 1t, fo far as we lawfully can ; when perle-
cuted in one City, to flee into another. If Gop
{hould fuffer a General Perfecution, who would be
zble to abide 1t, we know not, Perhaps thofe who §

talk loudeft, might flec irft, Remember the Cale
of Dr, Pendlet n,

III.. Upon the whole, one cannot but obferve,
how defirable it is, That all of us who are engaged
in the fame Work, fhould think and fpeak the {ame
Thing, be united in one judgment, and ule oné §
and the fame Lapguage,

Do we not all now fee Qurfelves, the Methodi)is

(fo called) in general, the Church and the Clergy
aclear Light: W
g
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Wt look upon ourfelves, not as the Authors, or
Ringleaders of a particular Sect or Party ; (It is the
fartheft Thing from our Thoughts:) but as Mef-
fencers of Gop, to thofe who are Chriflians in
Name, but Heathens in Heart and in Life, to call
them back to that from which they are fallen, to
real, penuine Chriftianity. We are therefore
Debtors to all thefe, of whatever Opinion or De-
nomination : And are confequently to do all that in
us lies, to pleafe all, for their Good, to Edification.

WE look upon the Methodiffs (fo called) in
general, not as any particular Party ; (This wouid
exceedingly obftruét the Grand Defign, for which
we conceive Gop has raifed them up) but as living
Witnefles in, and to every Party, of that Chrifti-
anity which we preach; which is hercby demon-
{trated to be a real Thing, and vifibly held out to
all the World. o

W look upon England as that Part of theWarld,
and the Church as that Part of England, to which all
we who are born and have been brought up there-
in, owe our firft and chief Regard. We feel in
ourfelves a ftrong Zrogyn'y a Kind of Natural Affece
tion for our Country, which we apprehend Chrifti-
anity was never defigned either to root out or te
impair, We have 2 more pecultar Concern for our
Brethren, for that Part of our Countrymen, to
whom we have been joined from our Youth up, by
Ties of a Religious as well as a Civil Nature.
True it is, that they are in general, without Gop
in the World. So much the more do our Bowels
yearn-over them. They do lie 1z Darkirefs and the
Soadow of Death. "T'he more tender is our Come
paflion for them. And when we have the fulleft
Conviction of that complicated Wickednefs which
covers them as a Flood, then do we feel the moft
(and we delite to feel yet more) of that inexpreflible

~ion, wneh which our bleffed Lorp beheld Fe-

d wepe and lamented over it. Then are
A 4 we
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we the moft willing o fhend and to be [pent for them,
yea, to lay dywviz our Lives for our Brethren,

WE look upen 20 Cleorgy, not only as a Part of
thele our Bretinen, but as that Part whom Gop by
his adorable Pro 'idence, has culled to be Watch.
mea over the reft, for whom therefore they are to
ive o ik Account. If thefe then negle& their
incortant Ch. ree, if they do not watch over them
vith all their Power, they will be of all Men moft
milerable, and fo are entitled to our deepeft Com-
paffion,  So that to feel, and much more to exprefs
either Contempt or Bitternefs towards tham, betrays
an utter Ignorance of ourfelves and of the Spirit
which we efpecially fhould be of,

DECAUSE this is a Point of uncommon Concern,
let us conlider it a little farther.

Taz Clergy whercver we are, are either Friends
to the Truth, or Neuters, or Enemies to it

{F they are Friends to it, certainly we fhould do
every Thing, and omit every Thing we can with a
fate Conlcience, in order to continue, and if it be
pasable, increafe thetr Good-wil to it.

IF they neither further nor hinder ity we fhould
do glkthat in us lies, both for their Sakes and for the
dake of thelr {everal Flocks, to give their Neutrality
the right T'urn, that it may change into Love rather
than Hatred. |

Ir they are Enemies, {till we fhould not defpair
of leflzning, If not removing their Prejudice, We
{hould try every Means again and acain, We
fthould employ all our Care, Labour, Prudence,
jeined with fervent Prayer, to overcome Evil with
(Gosd, to melt their Hardnefs into Love.

I'v is true, that when any of thefe openly wrelt
the Scriptures, and deny the grand Truths of the
Gofpel, we cannot but declare and defend, at con-
venient Opportunities, the important Truths which
they deny. But in this Cafe efpecially we have
Need of all Gentlenefs and Meekne(s of Wifdoms

Contempt,



[ 9 )

Centempt, Sharpnefs, Bitternefls can do no Good
The IWrath of Man worketh nct the Righteoufnefs of
Gop. Harfh Methods have been tried again and
again (by two or three unfettled Railers): At /7ed-
ncfoury, Sto Tvesy Cirk, Canterbury.  And how did:
they {ucceed ¢ They always occafioned numberlefs
Evils; often wholly ftopt the Courfe of the Gofpel.
Therefore, were it only on a prudential Account,
were Confcience unconcerned therein, 1t fhould be
a facred Rule to all our Preachers, ¢ No Contempt,
no Bitternefs to the Clergy.”

2. MicHT it not be another (at lealt prudential)

Rule, for every Methodiff Preacher, ¢ Not to fre-

quent any Diffenting Meeting ! 7 (Tho’ we blame
none who have been always accuftomed to it) But
if e do this, certainly our People will.  Now this
is allually feparating from the Church.  If therefore
it1s (at leaft) not expedient to feparate, neither is
this expedient. Indeed we may attend our Aflem-
blies, and the Church too; becaufe they are at dif-
ferent Hours, But we cannot attend both the
Mecting and the Church, becaufe they are at the
fame Hours.

IF it be faid, ¢ But at the Church we are fed with
Chaff, whereas at the Meeting we have wholefome
Yood:” We anfwer, 1. The Prayers of the Church
arc not Chaff: They are fubftantial Food for any
who are alive to Gop. 2. The Lorp’s Supper s
not Chaff, but pure and wholefome for all who
receive it with upright Hearts.  Yea, 3. In almoft
all the Sermons we hear there, we hear many great
and important Truths., And whoever has a fpiri-
tual Difcernment, may eafily feparate the Chaft
frum the '\ heat therein. 4. How hittle is the Cafe
mended at the Meeting ? Either the Teachers are
New L.{g/;f Men, denying the Lonp that bought
them, and overturning his Gofpel, from the very
Foundations : Or they are Predeftinatians, and {o
preach Predeftination and Final Ferisverance, more

A s o
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or lefs, Now whatever this may be to them who
were educated therein, yet to thofe of our Brethrep
who have lately embraced it, repecated Experience
thews it is not wholefome Food : Rather to them
it has the Effe& of deadly Poifon, In a thort Time
it deftroys all their Zeal for Gop. They grow
fond of Opinions and Strife of Words, "They de-
ipife S:1f-denial and the daily Crofs; and to com-
pleat all, wholly feparate from their Brethren,

2. NoR is it expedient for any M:thodi/? Preacher,
to imitate the Diffenters in their Manner of Praying :
Either, in his Tone +  All particular Tones both in
Prayer and Preaching fhould be avoided with the
utmoft Care: Nor in his Language 3 all his Words
{hould be plain and fimple, fuch as the loweft of
his Hearers both ufe and underftand: Or in the
Length of his Prayer, which fhould not ufually ex-
ceed four or five Minutes, either before or after

Sermon, One might add, Neither fhould we fing,
like them in a flow, drawling Manner: We fing
(wift, both becaufe it faves Time, and becaufe it
tends to awake and enliven the Soul.

4. Fourthly, IF we continue in the Church not
by Chance, or for want of Thought, but upon folig
and well weighed Reafons, then we fhould never
{peak contemptuoufly of the Church, orany Thing
pertaining to it. In fome Senfe, it is the Mother
of us all, who have been brought up therein,. We
ought never to make her Blemifhes Matter of Di-
verfion, but rather of folemn Sorrow before Gob,
We ouzht never to talk ludicroufly of them; no,
not at all, without clear Neceflity, Rather, we
thould conceal them, as far as ever we can, without
bringing Guilt upon our own Confcience.  And we
fhould all ufe every Rational and Scriptural Means,
to bring others to the fame Temper and Behaviour.
I fay, All; forif fome of us are thus minded, and
others of an oppofite Spirit and Behaviour, this will

breed a real Schifmamong ourfelves, It will of Courfe
3 divide
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divide us into T'wo Parties; each of which will be
liable to perpetual Jealoufies, Sufpicions and Animo-
fities againft the other. Therefore on this Account
likewife, it is expedient in the higheft Degree, that we
fhould be tender of the Church to which we belong.

¢. IN order to fecure this End, to cut off all Jea-
loufy and Sufpicion from our Friends, and Hope from
our Enemies, of our having any Defign to feparate
from the Church, it would be well for every Metio-
dif? Preacher, who has no Scruple concerning it, to
attend the Service of the Church, as often as conve-
niently he can, And the more we attend it, the
more we love it, as conftant Experience fhews. On
the contrary, the longer we abftain from it, the lefs
Defire we have to attend it at all,

6. Laftly, WHEREAS we are {urrounded on every
Side, by thofe who are equally Enemies to us and
to the Church of England; and whereas thefe are

long pratifed in this War, and fkilled in all the Ob-
jeCtions againft it : While our Brethren on the other
Hand are quite Strangers to them all, and {o on a
fudden know not how to anfwer them : It 1s highly
expedient for every Preacher to be providea with
found An{wers to thofe Objeétions, and then to in-
{truct the Societies where he labours, how to defend
themfelves againft thofe Affaults. It would be there-
fore well for you carefully to read over the Preferca-
tive agairfl unlettled Notions in Religion, together
with Serious Thoughts conccrning Perfeverane and
Predeflinaticn calinly confidered.  And when you are
Mafters of them yourfelves, it will be ealy for you
to reccommend and explain them to our Societies :
That they may no more be t:f} toand fro by every
Wind of Docirine ; but being fettled in one Mind
and one Judgment, by folid fcriptural and rational

Arpuments, may grow up in all Tioings into Hini whe
15 our Head, even Jefus Chnit.

JOHN WESLEY.
A6 I think
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[ think myfelf bound in Duty, to add my Tefl;.
mony to my Brother’s. His Twelve Reafons againft
our ever Separating from the Church of England,
are mine alfo. I fubfcribe to them with all my

leart, Only with regard to the Firft, 7am quite
clear, that it is neither Expedient, nor Lawruy
for Me to Separate: And I never had the leaft In-
clination or Temptation {o to do. My Affec-
tion for the Church is as ftrong as ever: And I
clearly fee my Calling; whichis, to live and to
die in her Communion. This, therefore, I am
determined to do, the Lord being my Helper.

I have [ubjoined the Hymns for the Lay-
Preachers ; flill farther to fecure this End, to cut off
all “fealsufy and Sufpicion from our Friends, or Hope
from our Encmies, of our baving any Defign of cver
Separating from the Church, I have no fecret Re-
ferve, or diftant Thought of it. I never had.
Would to Gop all the Methodift Preachers were,

in this refpect, like minded with

CHARLES WESLEY,

HYMNS
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For the USE of the

METHODIST PREACHERS.

HYMN [

LORD, our ftrength and righteoufnefs,
+ Qur bafe, and head, and corner-ftone,
Our peace with Gob, cur mutual peace,
Unite, and keep thy Servants one,
That while we f{peak in JeEsus’ name,
We all may fpeak, and think the fame.

2. That fpirit of love to each impart,
That fervent mind, which was in Thee,
So fhall we all our ftrength exert,
In heart, and word, and deed agree
T" advance the kingdom of thy grace,
And fpread thine everlalting praife. -

4 3O
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3. O never may the Fiend fteal in,

Or one unftable foul deceive:

Affail’d by our befetting fin,

And tempted fore the work to leave,
Preferve us, Lord, from felf and pride,
And let nor life, nor death divide.

4. Pride, only pride, can caufe divorce,
Can feparate “twixt our fouls and Thee 3
Pride, only pride, is difcord’s fource,
The bane of peace and charity:
But us it never more fhall part,
For Thou art greater than our heart,

&, Wherefore to thine almighty hand
The keeping of our hearts we give,
Firm in one mind and fpirit {tand,
To Thee, and to each other cleave,
Fixt on the Rock which cannot move,
And meekly fafe in humble love.

HYMN IL

y. TYORTH in thy ftrength, O Lord, we ge,
F Forth in thy fteps and loving mind,
To pay the gofpel-debt we owe,
(The word of grace for all mankind)

To fow th’ incorruptible feed,
And find the loft, and wake the dead.

o. The wand'ring fheep of England’s fold
Demand our firft and tendereft care,
Who under fin and Satan fold
Ufurp the Chriflian charalter,
The Chriftian charalter prophane,
And take thy Church’s name in vain,

3. Or
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3. Or fhamelefs advocates for hell,
Their crimes they Sodom-like confefs,
Or varnifh’d with a fpecious zeal,
An empty form of godlinefs,
The power they impioufly blafpheme,
And call our hope a madman’s dream,

4. Haters of Gob, yet ftill theycry,
¢¢ The temple of the Lord are we !
¢ The Church, the Church | ”—who dare defy
Thy felf-exiftent Deity,

Proudly oppofe thy righteous reign,
And crucify their Gop again,

5. ’Gainft thefe by Thee fent forth to fght,
A fuftering war we calmly wage,
With patience meet their fierce defpite,
With love repay their furious rage,
Revil'd, we blefs ; defam’d, intreat s
And fpurn’d, we kifs the fpurner’s feet,

b. Arm’d with thine all-fufficient grace,
Thy meek unconquerable mind,
Our foes we cordially embrace,

(The filth and refufe of mankind)
We gladly all refign our breath,

To fave one precious foul from death,

HYMN IIL

1OYO beity, Lord! if Thau ordain,
L) We come to fuffer all thy will,
"T'he utmoft violence to fuftain
Of thofe that can the body kill,
But having pufh’d us to the thore,
The fecble worms can do no more,

2, We



[ 16 ]
2. Wecome, depending on thy name,
For we have counted firft the coft ;
Let cafe, and liberty, and fame,
And friends, and life itfelf be loft,

We come our faithfulnefs £ approve,
And pay Thee back thy dying love.

3. Not in a conhdent conceit |
Of our own flrength, and virtuous power,
We offer up ourfelves, to meet
The fiercenefs of that fiery hour :
Left to ourfclves we all fhall fly,

And I fhall firft my Lord deny,
4. Ifirft, of ill o’ercome, fhall yield,

Apoftate from thy giorious caufe,
Shall vilely caftaway my fhield,

And hate the haters of thy crofs,
Retort the fharp opprobrious word,
Or fmite with the offen{ive fword,

5. Strange fire will in this bofom burn,
Unlefs Thou quench it with thy blood ;
Impatient of their cruel icorn
My fpirit will throw oft the load,
 And Baal’s Priefts with wruth repel,
¢ And fend th’ accurfed brood to hell.”

6. Or I fhall gaul the mitred race
By fatire keen, and railings rude,
By proud contempt, and malice bale,
Scurrilous wit, and laughter lewd,
Laughter vhich foon itfelf bemoans,
And ends in everlafting groans.

7. But do not, Lord, from us remove,
While {in and Satan are {o near,
But arm us with thy patient love,
That only to ourlelves fevere

T3¢



The world we may, i
And die, a ranfom for our foes,

1. ASTER, at

Urg’'d to cry out, conftrain’d to cal),
And tell mankind — Hg gieg for al] |

2. We fpeak, becayfe they hold their peace,
Who flould th y dyin

¢ love proctaim :
Wem./7d clare thy rightcoufnefs,

Thy truth, and power, and faving name,

Though the dumb with accent clear

Rebuke the filence of the {eer,

3 But thall we ¢’er o
And i our gifts and graces truft,

With wilg contempt the Prophets treat,

Proudly acaint the branches boaft,
Or dare the R ulers vilify,

Or mock the Prieds of Gop molt high !

urfelves forget,

Lo Lot them aloney thy Wifdom crics,
If blind conduclors of the blind !
Let them alone, our heart replies,
And draws us to the work aflign’d
The work of publithing the word,
And feizing finners for our Lord.

3

§. Here let us {pend our utmoft zeal,

tHere let us all our powers exert,
To teftify thy gracious will,

Inform the world how kind Thou art,
And nothing, know, defire, approve,

But JESUs——and th bleeding love.
‘ ! HYMN
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HYMN V.,

1. TESU, thy waiting fervants fee
J Affembled here with one accord;
Ready to be fent forth by Thee,
~ To preach, when Thou fhalt give, the word ;
Now, Lord, our work, our province {hew,
Forlo! we come, thy will to do.

2. O what a {cene attralls our eyes !
What multitudes of lifelefs fouls !
An open vale before us lies,
A place of graves, a place of fkulls,
The delolate houfe of England’s {ons,
A Church—a charnel of dry bones!

2. The flaves of pride, ambition, luft,
Qur broken pale, alas, receives !
The world into the temple thruft,
And make our Church a den of thieves,
Her grief, her burthen, and her fhame,
Yet all affume the Church’s name.

4. Her defolate ftate too well we know,
But neither hate her, nor defpife:
Our bofoms bleed, our tears o’erflow ;
We view her, Saviour, with thine eyes,
(O might fhe know in this her day!)
And ftill we weep, and ftill we pray.

5. We pray that thefe dry bones may live:
We fee the anfwer of our prayer !
Thou doft a thoufand tokens give,
That England’s Church is fhill thy care,
Ten thoufand witnefles appear,
Ten thoufand proofs, that Gop is here!
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6. Here then, O Gop, vouchfafe to dwell,
And mercy on our Sion thew ;
Her inbred enemies expel,
Avenge her of her hellith foe,
Caufe on her waftes thy face to fhine,
And comfort her with light divine,

7. O Light of life, thy fpirit fhed,
In all his chearing, quick’ning power ¢
"Thy word that rais’d 4s from the dead,
Can raife ten thoufand, thoufand more,

Can bring them up from nature’s grave,
And the whole houfe of [frael fave.

HYMN VI

I. REAT Guardian of Britannia’s land,
To Thee we here prefent our blood,
oet forth'the laft, a defperate band
Devoted for our country’s good,
Our brethren dear, our fleth and bone,
We live, and die, for them alone.

2« Qur brethren ; tho' they fill difclaim,
And us defpitefully intreat,
With {cornful rage caft out our name,
‘T'rample as dirt beneath their feet,
Out of their fynagogues expel,
Ana doom us to the hotteft hell,

3. If Thou preferve our fou's in peace,
Our brethren fhall aflict in vain:
Moft patient, when they moft opprefs,
We all their cruel wrongs fuftain,

And ftrengthen’d by thy meek’ning power,
The more they hate, we love the more.

4. No,
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4. No, never fhall their rage prevail,
Or force us the dry bones to leave:
T'he more they puth us from the pale,
T'he clofer we to Sion cleave,
And daily in the temple found,
Delight to kifs the {acred ground.

5. If fome defile the hallow’d place,
The truth, and us with flanders load,
Cr fiercely from their altars chafe,
And rob us of the children’s food,
We will not quit thy houfe and word,
Or loath the offerings of the Lord.

6. Should thofe who fit in Mofes’ feat,
Confpire thy little flock to harm,
Judge in their courts, and fcourge, and beat,
And bruife us with the Ruler’s arm,
Mutter of joy our thame we make,
And bear it, Saviour, for thy fake,

7. Cr fhould they ftir the people up
Our goods to fpoil, our limbs to tear,
Suftain’d by that immortal hope,
T'hetr lawlefs violence we bear ;
Or laid in bonds our voices raife,
And fhake the dungeon with thy praife.

S. A gazing-ftock to fiends and men,
When arm’d with thine all-patient power,
As fheep appointed to be {lain,
We wait the laft, the fiery hour,
And ne’er from England’s Church will move,
Tl torn away——to T hat above.

HYMN



The PREACHER’S PRAvER Jor the Flock,

L (Y HEPHERD of louls, the great, the good,
w_+ For the dear purchafe of thy blood
To Thee in faith we pray :
The lambs and theep of En.lang’s fold,
Now in thy book of Jife inrol/’d,
Preferve unto that day.

2. Whom Ttou by us haft gather’d in,
Defend the little flock from fin,
From error’s paths fecure -
dtay with them, Lord, wien we d
And guard the iffues of thejs heart,
And keep their confcience pure,

epart,

3. Sooi as their guides are taken home,

We know the grievous wolyes will come,
Determin’d not to {pare ;

The ftraoglers from thy wounded ﬁde,
The Wolves will into oects divide,
And into parties tear,

4. Ev’n of ourfelves fhall men arife,

With words perverfe ang foothing ljes,
Our children to befet,

Difciples for themfelves to make,
And, draw for filthy lucre’s fzke, -
The fheep into their net.

§- What then can thejr protection be ?

The virtue that proceeds from Thee,
The power of humble Jove:

The ftrength of all-fuﬂicientgrace,

Receiv’d in thine appointed ways,
Can land them fafe above,

6. Now,
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6. Now, Saviour, cloath them with thy power,
And arm their fouls againt that hour
Wi ith faith invincible,
Teach them to wield the fpirit’s {word,
And mighty in the written word
To chafe both earth and hell,

7. When I from all my burthens freed,
Am number’d with the peaceful dead,
In everlafting reft,
Pity the fheep I leave behind,
My Gop, unutterably kind,
And lodge them in thy breaft,

8, Ah! never fuffer them to leave
The Church, where Thou art pleas’d to give
Such tokens of thy grace!
Confirm them in their calling here,
Till ripe by holieft love t’ appear
Before thy glorious Face,

g. Whom linto thy hands.commend,
Wile Thou not keep them to the end,
Thou infinite in love?
Affure me, Lord, it fhall be fo,
And let my quiet Spirit go
To join the Church above,

10. Sion, my firft, my lateft care,
The burthen of my dying prayer,
Now 1n thine arms I {ee ;
And f{ick on earth of feeing more,
I haften home, my Gop t’ adere
Thro’ all etermity.

F' I NITIS



