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ADVI
CE

TO THE

People call'd Methodists.

T may be needful to fpecify whom I mean by

this ambiguous Term ; fince it would be loft

Labour to speak to Methodists, fo called , with-

out firft defcribing thofe to whom I ſpeak.

By Methodists I mean, a People who profefs

to purſue (in whatſoever Meaſure they have attained )

Holiness of Heart and Life, inward and outward Con-

formity in all Things to the revealed Will of God : Who

place Religion in uniform Refemblance of the great Ob-

ject of it ; in a fteady Imitation of him they worship, in

all his imitable Perfections ; more particularly, in Juftice,

Mercy, and Truth, or univerfal Love filling the Heart,

and governing the Life.

You, to whom I now freak, believe this Love of Hu-

mankind cannot fpring but from the Love of God,

You think there can be no Inftance of one, whofe ten-

der Affection embraces every Child of Man, (tho' not

endeared to him either by Ties of Blood, or by any na-

tural or civil Relation) unleſs that Affection flow from

a grateful, filial Love, to the common Fatherof all : To

God, confidered not only as his Father, but as the Fa-

ther of the Spirits of all Flefh ; yea, as the general Pa

rent and Friend of all the Families, both of Heaven and

Earth.

This filial Love you fuppofe to flow only from Faith,

which you deſcribe as a fupernatural Evidence (or Con-

viction) of Things not feen : fo that to him who has

this Principle,

The Things unknown to feeble Senfe,

Unfeen by Reafon's glimm'ring Ray,

Withfrong, commanding Evidence

Their Heav'nly Origin difplay.
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Faith lends its realizing Light,

The Clouds difperfe, the Shadows fly:

Th' Invifible appears in Sight,

And God isfeen by Mortal's Eye.

You fuppofe this Faith to imply an Evidence that God

is merciful to me a Sinner ; that he is reconciled to me

by the Death of his Son, and now accepts me, for his

fake. You accordingly defcribe the Faith of a real

Chriftian, as, " A fure Trust and Confidence (over and

" above his Affent to the facred Writings ) which he hath

" in God, that his Sins are forgiven ; and that he is,

thro' the Merits of Chrift, reconciled to the Favour

" ofGod."

You believe farther, that both this Faith and Love

are wrought in us by the Spirit of God ; nay, that there

cannot be in any Man, one good Temper or Defire, or

fo much as one good Thought, unless it be produced

by the Almighty Power of God, by the Inſpiration or

Influence ofthe Holy Ghoft.

Ifyou walk by this Rule, continually endeavouring

to know, and love, and refemble, and obey the great

God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as the God

of Love, ofpardoning Mercy: If from this Principle of

loving, obedient Faith, you carefully abftain from all

Evil, and labour, as you have Opportunity, to do

Good to all Men, Friends or Enemies : If, laftly, you

unite together, to encourage and help each other, in

thus working out your Salvation, and for that End

watch over one another in Love, you are they whom I

mean by Methodists.

The firft general Advice which one who loves your

Souls, would earneftly recommend to every one of you,

is, Confider with deep andfrequent Attention, the peculiar

Circumftances whereinyou ftand.

One of theſe is, That you are a new People. Your

Name is new, (at leaſt, as uſed in a religious Senſe) not

heardof, till a fewYears ago, either in our own, or any

other Nation. Your Principles are new, in this reſpect,

That there is no other Set of People among us (and,

poffibly, not in the Chriftian World) who hold them all,

in the fame Degree and Connection ; who ſo ſtrenuouſly

and
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.

and continually infift on the abfolute Neceffity of uni-

verfal Holiness both in Heart and Life ; of a peaceful,

joyous Love of God ; of a fupernatural Evidence of

Things not feen; of an inward Witneſs that we are the

Children of God ; and ofthe Infpiration of the Holy

Ghoft, in order to any good Thought, or Word, or

Work. And perhaps there is no other Set of People,

(at least not vifibly united together) who lay fo much,

and yet no more Strefs than you do , on Rectitude of Opi-

nions, on outward Modes of Worship, and the Ufe of

thoſe Ordinances which you acknowledge to be of God .

So much Stress you lay even on right Opinions, as to pro-

fefs, that you earnestly defire to have a right Judgment

in all Things, and are glad to ufe every Means which

you know or believe may be conducive thereto ; and

yet not fo much as to condemn any Man upon Earth,

merely for thinking otherwife than you do , much leſs

to imagine, that God condemns him for this, if he be

upright and fincere of Heart. On thofe outward Medes

of Worship wherein you have been bred up, you lay fo

much Strefs, as highly to approve them ; but not fo much

as to leffen your Love to thoſe who confcientiously dif-

fent from you herein . You likewife lay fo much Strefs

on the Ufe ofthofe Ordinances, which you believe to be

of God, as to confefs, there is no Salvation for if
you,

you wilfully neglect them. And yet you do not jadge

them that are otherwife minded ; you determine no-

thing concerning thofe, who, not believing thofe Ordi-

nances to be of God, do , out of Principle, abftain from

them .

Your Strictness of Life, taking the whole of it toge.

ther, may likewife be accounted new. I mean, your

making it a Rule, to abftain from fashionable Diverfions,

from reading Plays, Romances, or Beeks of Humour,

from finging innocent Songs, or teling in a merry, gay,

diverting Manner ; your Plainnfs of Drefs ; your Mon-

ner of Dealing in Trade ; your Exactnefs in obferving

the Lord's Day; your Scrupulofity as to Things that

have not paid Cuffom ; your total Abftinence from Spiri-

tuous Liquors, (unlefs in Cafes of Neceflity ;) your Rule,

not to mention the Fault of an abfent Perfon, in par-

ticular, of Minifters, or ofthofe in Authority," may

justlyA 3
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justly be termed new . Seeing altho ' fome are feru

pulous in fome ofthefe Things, and others are ftrict with

regard to other Particulars ; yet we do not find any other

Body ofPeople, who infift on all theſe Rules together.

With refpect therefore both to your Name, Principles,

and Practice, you may be confidered as a new People.

Another peculiar Circumftance ofyour prefent Situa-

tion, is, That you are newly united together ; that you

are juſt gathered, or (as it feems) gathering rather, out-

of all other Societies or Congregations ; nay, and that

you have been hitherto, and do ftill fubfift without

Power, (for you are a low, infignificant People) without.

Riches, (for you are poor, almoft to a Man, having no

more than the plain Neceffaries of Life) and without

either any extraordinary Gifts of Nature, or the Advan-

tages of Education : Moft even of your Teachers being

quite unlearned, and (in other Things) ignorant Men.

There is yet another Circumftance, which is quite pe-

culiar to yourſelves : Whereas every other religious Set

ofPeople, as foon as they were joined to each other,

Separatedthemselves from their former Societies or Con-

gregations : You, on the contrary, do not ; nay, you

abfolutely difavow all Defire of feparating from them.

You openly and continually declare you have not, nor

ever had, fuch a Defign. And whereas the Congrega .

tions to which thofe Separatifts belong'd, have generally

fpared no Pains to prevent that Separation ; thofe to

which you belong, fpare no Pains (not to prevent, but)

to occafion this Separation, to drive you from them , to

force you onthat Divifion, to which you declareyouhave

the ftrongest Averfion.

Confider thefe peculiar Circumftances wherein you

ſtand, and you will fee the Propriety of a fecond Ad-

vice I would recommend to you, Do not imagineyou can

avoid giving Offence : Your very Name renders this im-

pofiible. Perhaps not one in a hundred of thofe who

ufe the

poemMethodist
, haveanyIdea ofwhat it means.

To ninety
-nine ofthem it is ftill Heathen

Greck. Only

they think it means
fomething

very bad, either a Papiſt
,

an Heretick
, an Underminer

of the Church
, or fome

unheard
of Monter

; and in all Probability
, the farther

,

it.
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goes, it muft gather up more and more Evil. It is

vain therefore for any that is called a Methodiſt, ever to

think ofnot giving Offence.

And as much Offence as you give by your Name, you

will give ftill more by your Principles. You will give

Offence to the Bigots for Opinions, Modes of Worship

and Ordinances, by laying no more Stress upon them :

To the Bigots against them , by laying fo much : To

Men ofForm, by infifting fo frequently and ftrongly on

the inward Power of Religion : To Moral Men, ( o cal-

led) by declaring the abfolute Necefsity of Faith, in

order to Acceptance with God : To Men of Reafon

you will give Offence, by talking of Infpiration and

receiving the Holy Ghoft : To Drunkards, Sabbath-

breakers, common Swearers, and other open Sinners, by

refraining from their Company, as well as by that Dif

approbation oftheir Behaviour, which you will often be

obliged to exprefs . And indeed your Life muſt give

them continual Offence ; your Sobriety is grievously of-

fenfive to a Drunkard ; your feriors Converfation is

equally intolerable to a gay Impertinent ; and, in ge-

neral, that " you are grown fo precife and fingular, fo

" monsterously ftrict, beyond all Senfe and Reafon, that

" youfcruple fo many harmleſs Things, and fancy you

are obliged to do ſo many others which you need not,"

cannot but be an Offence to abundance of People, your

Friends and Relations in particular. Either therefore

you must confent to give up your Principles, or your

fond Hope of pleafing Men.

What makes even your Principles more offenfive is,'

this uniting of yourſelves together : Becauſe this Union

renders you more confpicuous, placing you more in the

Eye ofMen ; more fufpicicus, I mean, liable to be fuf-

pected of carrying on ſome finifter Defign, ( eſpecially

by thoſe who do not, or will not, know your inviol-

able Attachment to his prefent Majefty ;) more dreadful,

to thofe of a fearful Temper, who imagine you have

any fuch Deſign ; and more odious to Men of Zeal, if

their Zeal be any other than fervent Love to God and

Man.

This Offence will fink the deeper, becauſe you are

gathered out of fo many other Congregations : For the

warm



( 8 )

warm Men in each will not eaſily be convinced, that

you do not defpife either them or their Teachers ;, nay,

will probably imagine, that you utterly condemn them,

as tho' they could not be ſaved . And this Occafion of

Offence is now at the Height, becauſe you are juſt ga-

thered, or gathering rather, fo that they know not

where it will end ; but the Fear of lofing (fo they ac-

count it) more of their Members, gives an Edge to their

Zeal, and keeps all their Anger and Refentment in its

Strength .

Add to this, that you do not leave them quite, you

ftill rank yourſelves among their Members, which, to

thoſe who know not that you do it for Confcience Sake,

is alfo a provoking Circumſtance. " If you would but

" get out of their Sight ! " But you are a continual

Thorn in their Side, as long as you remain with them.

And (which cannot but anger them the more) you

have neither Power, nor Riches, nor Learning ; yet, with

all their Power, and Money, and Wiſdom, they can

gain no Ground againſt you..

You cannot but expect, that the Offence continually.

arifing from fucha Variety of Provocations, will gra-

dually ripen into Hatred, Malice, and all other unkind

Tempers. And as they who are thus affected will not

fail to reprefent you to others in the fame Light as you

appear to them, fometimes as Madmen and Fools, fome-

times as wicked Men, Fellows not fit to live upon the

Earth ; the Confequence, humanly ſpeaking, muft be,

that, together with your Reputation, you will lofe, 1 .

The Love of your Friends, Relations and Acquaintance,

even thoſe who once loved you the most tenderly :

Then your Bufinefs ; for many will employ you no

longer, nor " buy offuch an one as you are ;" and, in

due Time, (unless he who governs the World interpoſe)

your Health, Liberty, and Life.

What further Advice can be given to Perfons in fuch

a Situation ? I cannot but advife you, thirdly, Confider

decpyuthyourself, Is the God whom 1ferve able to de-.

live me? I am not able to deliver myself out of thefe

Difficult.es ; much lefs am I able to bearthem. I know

not how to give up my Reputation, my Friends, my

Sub-
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Subftance, my Liberty, my Life. Can God give me to

rejoice in doing this ? And may I depend upon him, that

he will? Are the Hairs of my Head all number'd ?

And does he never fail them that truft in him ? Weigh

this thoroughly ; and ifyou can truft God with your All,

then go on, in the Power of his Might.

Go on, I would earnestly adviſe you, fourthly, Keep

in the veryPathwherein you nowtread. Be true to your

Principles. Never reft again in the dead Formality of

Religion. Purfue with your Might inward and outward

Holiness ; a fteady Imitation of himyouworthip ; a ftill

increaſing Reſemblance of his imitable Perfections, his

Juftice, Mercy, and Truth .

Let this be your manly, noble, generous Religion ,

equally remote from the Meannefs of Superftition, (which

places Religion in doing what God hath not enjoin'd,

or abftaining from what he hath not forbidden) and

from the Unkindneſs of Bigotry, (which confines our Af-

fection to our own Party, Sect, or Opinion . Above all,

ftand faft in obedient Faith, Faith in the God of par-

doning Mercy, in the God and Father of our Lord

Jefus Chrift, who hath loved you, and given himſelf for

you. Afcribe to him all the Good you find in your-

felf; all your Peace, and Joy, and Love ; all your Power

to do and fuffer his Will, thro ' the Spirit of the living

God. Yetin the mean time, carefully avoid Enthufiafm :

Impate not the Dreams of Men to the all-wife God ;

and expect neither Light nor Power from him, but in

the ferious Ufe of all the Means he hath ordained.

you

Be true alfo to your Principles, touching Opinions, and

the Externals of Religion. Ufe every Ordinance which

believe is of God ; but beware of Narrowness of

Spirit towards thoſe who uſe them not. Conform your-

felf to thofe Modes ofWorship which you approve ; yet

love, as Brethren, thoſe who cannot conform. Layfo

much Streſs on Opinions, that all your own (if it be pof-

fible) may agree with Truth and Reafon ; but have a

care of Anger, Diſlike, or Contempt toward thoſe whoſe

Opinions differ from yours. You are daily accuſed of

this : (And indeed, what is it, whereof you are not ac-

cufed ?) But beware of giving any Ground for fuch an

Ac
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Accufation. Condemn no Man for not thinking as you

think. Let every one enjoy the full and free Liberty

of thinking for himfelf. Let every Man uſe his own

Judgment ; fince every Man muft give an Account of

himfelfto God. Abhor every Approach, in any Kind

or Degree, to the Spirit of Perfecution . Ifyou cannot

reafon or perfuade a Man into the Truth, never attempt

to force him into it . If Love will not compel him to

come in, leave him to God, the Judge of all.

Yet expect not, that others will deal thus with you.

No : Some will endeavour to fright you out of your

Principles ; fome tofhame you into a more popular Re

Higion, to laugh and rally you out of your Singularity :

But from none of thefe will you be in fo great Danger, as

from thofe who affault you with quite different Weapons,

with Softnefs, good Nature, and earneft Profefsions of

(perhaps real) Good-will. Here, you are equally con-

cern'd, to avoid the very Appearance of Anger, Con-

tempt, or Unkindness, and to hold faft the whole Truth

of God, both in Principle and in Practice.

This indeed will be interpreted as Unkindneſs. Your

former Acquaintance will look upon this, that you will

not fr or trifle with them, as a plain Proof of your

Coldnefs toward them ; and this Burden you muſt be

content to bear : But labour to avoid all real Unkind.

nefs, all difobliging Words, or Harfhnefs of Speech, all

Shynefs or Strangeness of Behaviour; fpeakto themwith

all the Tenderneſs and Love, and behave with all the

Sweetness and Courteſy you can ; taking Care not to

give any needlefs Offence, to Neighbour or Stranger,

Friend or Enemy.

Perhaps on this very Account, I might adviſe you,

fifthly, Not to talk much of what you fuffer ; " of the

" Perfecution you endured at fuch a Time, and the

" Wickednefs ofyour Perfecuters." Nothing more tends

to exafperate them than this : And therefore, ( altho’

there is a Time when thefe Things must be mentioned,

yet), it might be a general Rule, to do it as feldom as

you can with a fafe Confcience. For (befides its Ten-

dency to inflame them) it has the Appearance of Evil ,

of Oftentation, of magnifying yourfelves . It alfo tends

to puff you up withPride, and to makeyouthink your-

felves
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felves fome great ones, as it certainly does to excite or

increaſe in your Heart Ill -will, Anger, and all unkind

Tempers. It is, at beft, Lofs of Time ; for inſtead of

the Wickedness of Men, you might be talking of the

Goodness of God : Nay, it is, in truth, an open, wilful

Sin ; it is Tale-bearing, Back -biting, Evil - ſpeaking, (a

Sin you can never be fufficiently watchful againſt,

feeing it fteals upon you in a thouſand Shapes.) Would

it not be far more profitable for your Souls, inftead of

Speaking against them, to pray for them ? To confirm

your Love towards thoſe unhappy Men, whom you be-

-lieve to be fighting againft God, by crying mightily to

him in their Behalf, that he may open their Eyes and

change their Hearts.

I have now only to commend you to the Care of him

who hath all Power in Heaven and in Earth : Beſeech-

ing him, that in every Circumftance of Life, you may

ftand " firm as the beaten Anvil to the Stroke : De-

firing nothing on Earth, accounting all Things but

Dungand Drofs, that you may win Chrift ; and always

remembering, " It is the Part of a good Champion, to

be flead alive and to conquer ! "?

OCTOBER 10.

1745

FINIS
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