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N, A

LETTER

TO THE

Rev. Mr, Joun WEesLEY.

SIR,

INY ou may, perhaps, ebjec to the
| m propriety of my thus addreffing
FIOe you as the author of a pamphlet,
- to which you have not prefixed
your ndme: but as it lias been attributed
to you in the public papers, as it is uni-
verfally underftopd to be your’s, and as it
¢ontains the ftrongeft internal marks of

A " your

-
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~your being the writer, I fhall take the li-
berty of addrefling you as fuch. Suppo-
fing you not to be the author of the pam-
phlet in queftion, you may eafily difavow
it; but as I cannot entertain the leaft
‘doubt of your being fo, I fhall hereafter,
without further apology, addrefs you un-

- der that chara&er.

Thcre are fome who may, perhaps,
~ think, that it was fcarcely worth any man’s
while to take the pains to anfwer a pam-
phlet written by you, on the fubject of
our political difputes. But I.am fenfible
of the great extent of yaur influence and
connexions; and that you have it in your
power to do abundantly more mifchief -
than may be generally apprehended, by
\propagatmg, in a very diffufive manner,
opinions extremely pernicious to -the -beft
interefts of this country.

Previous to the Remarks which I in-
tend to make, on your ‘¢ Free Thoughts
“ on the Prefent State of Public Affairs,”
I muft obferve, that I do* not intend mj-
nutcly to confider every* paffage in your

pam-
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, pamph]et It confifts of too great a va-
riety of particulars; and you have artfully
introduced fuch a number of qucfhons,
“that you may feem to affert little, though
you infinuate a great deal, that it would
fill a large volume to give a partlcular an-
fwer to your numerous interrogatories.
I fhall, therefore, content myfelf with
‘making fuch obfervations as fhall occur
to me, on the moft remarkable paflages
and reafonings in your performance; but -
fufficient, I hope, to fhew, that your
‘arguments are inconclufive, that your in-
finuations are unjuft, and that your pam-
“phlet merits the cenfure of -every friend
to freedom and the Britifh conftitution ;
“and that it is only calculated to pleafe a ‘

. 'corrupt xmmﬁry, and their vena] partizans.

‘ You open your performance with_great_
- profeflions of medefty, and of your little
fkill in political matters.. You, however,
foon inform us, that you poflefs certain
_happy difpofitions of mind, which will
the better enable you to form a juft judg-
ment refpeting our political difputes.
« Thxs advantage (you fay) I'have over
. , B 2 “ both
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« hoth parties, the being angry at neither.

« — 1 have likewife another advantage,

. ¢¢ that of having no bias, one way or the
“ other (2).” Itis truly very unfortunate
for the popular party, that a man of your
extreme meeknefs and moderation, pofiefled
- -of an underftanding fo unclouded by paf-
fion, and fo entirely free from every impro-
per bias, fhould not be able to fay one word
in their favour, or in that of their caufe.
“And it is inconteftably a moft confpicuous
- evidence of your impartiality, that every

part of your pamphlet favours one fide"

only; in fhort, that it is neither more nor
lefs than a ftudied infult upon all who have

“afferted the caufe of public freedom, and -

a defence, or extenuation, of the moft ob-
" noxious meafures of adminiftration. How-
ever, as to your declaration of being angry
“with neither party, that, I beli¢ve, after a

perufal of your performance, will prove -

‘only this, (which may probably not be
‘confidered as an advantage to your cha-

radter) that you are capable of wntmgr

. (a) Free Thoughts on the prel'ent State of pnbhc
- Affairs, p. 6,

) vcry .
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very malevolent things without being an<
gry, or at leaft without having the vio=
lence of paffion to plead in your excufe,

In the 8th page of your pamphlet, you at-
tempt to vindicate his M——y from a fup-
pofed charge of want of underftanding; and
'you endeavour to anfwer the falts upon
which (according to you) this charge is
grounded. What thofe facts are, we learn
from the following paffage: ¢ It muft be ac-
¢ knowledged this charge (of want of under-
*¢ flanding ) is fupported by fa&ts, which can-
¢ not be denied. The firft is, He believes
#¢ the Bible; the fecond, He fears God;
¢ the third, He loves the Queen.” Now
“either all that you have faid upon this
fubje® means nothing, or it means to
infinuate, ‘that the popular party confider
thefe particulars as marks of a weak un-
derftanding ; which is faying, in other
words, that they are a profligate and aban-
doned fet of men; for none but men of
that charatter would confider the K—g's
believing the Bible, fearing God, and hav-
ing- an affeGtion for his Queen, as proofs
of a want of underftanding. Indeed, I

~ doubt
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doubt whether even any of tbe beafts of the
people, as you elfewhere curioufly exprefs
it, would ferioufly urge the fa&s you
fpeak of, as marks of 'a weak underftand-

_ing; for religion is feldom confidered as a

juft object of ridicule, even by the vicious
‘and immoral, unlefs it be ftrongly tinc-
tured with fuperftition or’ enthufiafm.—
If you can put any other fenfe on the paf-
fage to which I refer, do fo; but I con-

fefs I can underftand it in no other light;

and in that view it contains an infinuation
in the higheft degree unjuft, injurious,
and unchriftian. And whatever may be
your fentiments upon the matter, I will
take the liberty to tell you, Sir, that it
is my firm opinion, an opinion not found-
ed upon conjecture, but upon fa& and ob-
fervation, that there are many among thofe

who are the moft heartily attached to the

popular caute, who, at the fame time that
they are men of excellent underftandings,
are as fincere believers of Chrittianity,
and as uniformly virtuous in their condu®
and behaviour, to fay the leaft, as Mr.
Joun WEsLEY himfelf.

In
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R youf ‘manner of ftating, and of ana

Twering the objections fuppoefed to be mada
by the popular party, your condu&® much -
refembles that of  fome of the writers
againft Chriftianity. They have eagerly
adopted thofe reprefentations of our divine
rehgxon which are the moft-abfurd, incon=
fiftent, ‘and irrational, that they might be
enabled to attack it with the ‘greater de-
gree of fuccefs. And, in like manner,
you have felected. fome of the moft trifling
objections, and- fuch as were urged by the
weakeft of the popular party, and thefe
you have clothed in fuitable language;
~ that ‘you might anfwer them .with the
greater readinefs and facility. |

You have been very particular in yout
examination into his M—=y's chara&er,
~and ﬁlfﬁcxently lavith of your encomiums
on him ; in which you have only imitated
fome of your Reverend Brethren, -both of
éarlier and of - latcr ages; for-the genera«
lity of the Clcrgy, to do them juftice,
have feldom ‘been -backward in offeting ind
cenfe to. the throne. I prefume, however,
from your ‘prefent fituation and . con-

o '" nexions,
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fiexions,” that.you have no afpirations after
a mitre; and are only defirous of venting
the effufions of your extreme loyalty:
Your chara&er of the K—g, neverthelefs,
certainly deferves fome reward: fo ample
an culogium ought to be well paid for,

¢ His whole condu& (you fay) beth in

« pubhc and private, ever fince he began
¢ his reign, the uniform tenor of his be=

¢ haviour, the general courfe both of his

s¢ words and actions, has been worthy of ani
¢ Englithman, worthy of a Chriftian, and
¢ worthy of a King (4).” Thisis a great
deal to fay of any man, and a very high firain
of panegyric from you, who are fo angry
‘with the'ignorant vulgar for affirming more.
than they can poffibly know ; while you,
to ufe your own words, are, ¢ in a man=
¢ ner, fure of nothing; except of thag
¢ very little which you fee with your own
s eyes, or hear with ‘your own ears (¢ ).”
But all this, peradventure, you affirm
from your own knowledge, and the evi-
dence of your own fenfes: if fo, you muft
be better known at court than might have

* [3) Free Thoughts, p. 16. (<) Ibid. p 5 '
R . T been
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been fufpeted, or than we thould have
conjectured from your intimations at the
beginning of your performance. You fup-
pofed, however, that whatever you might
fay on this fubje&t was in little danger of
being publickly controverted; for it is a
ticklith thing to meddle with the cha-~
raters of monarchs, in any other ftrain
but that of praife, which you have wifely
adopted, Living kings are always good
and gracious, and the beft of princes;
though, unfortenately, after their deaths,
impartial hiftety is often forced to tell a
very different tale. I fhall, however, fay
no more on this delicate fubje@. It is
~ enough to remind you, that the real
Chriftian; the man of undiffembled. vire .
tue, will not violate the facred law of -
truth to gratify thofe in the moft exalted
fituations, and {corns even to flatter kings.

You attempt to ridicule the propenfity
of the Englith nation to political difqui-
fitions, and feem to think, with fome
others, that it is an abfurdity for com-.
mon peoplc to mcddle with fuch mat-

: C © - ters.
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ters’/d). And, indeed, arbitrary prin-

ces and minifters, and their minions, have
ever been defirous of propagating this doc-
trine : they would wifh the people to fhut
their eyes, and hood-wink their under-
ftandings; and. refign themfelves, with
implicit reverence, without examination
or inquiry, to their mandates, and to their
meafures. It is very true, that uneducated
men, immerfed in bufinefs, and employed
~ in the lower offices and employments of
life, may not be very good judges of dif-
ficult matters relative to the condu& of
national affairs. But notwithftanding this,
the bulk of the people, I believe, feldom
judge amifs in points of .importance to the
~ intereft and welfare of the ftate. They
may err in particular inftances; but' they
form very juft notions refpecting the na~
ture and tendency of public meafures in
general, whether matters of domeftic go-
vernment, or treaties and negociations with
foreign nations. ‘The people, in general,
are fufficient judges whether their own.
rights and privileges are attacked, or pre--

- (d) Vid. Free Thoughts, p. 4, 5.
. ferved
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ferved inviolate; and whether the honour
and dignity of the nation is maintained
abroad. And a more pcrnicious dotrine
can fcarcely be advanced in a free ftate,
than this: that the people at large thould
not meddle with affairs of government.
Liberty never was, .nor ever will be pre-
ferved long in. any country where fuch
fentiments prevail : for fuch is the intoxi-
cating nature of power, that it is always
“neceffary that a free people fhould guard
againft its incroachments, and be vigilant
‘and aéive in the maintenance of their
rights. In arbitrary governments, all are
cqually flaves: but every fubject of a free.
ftate is interefted in public affairs; it can-
not be a matter of indifference to him
whether the government be good or bad ;
for it is at leaft of importance to him
that - his: own rights fhould be preferved.
And the loweft plebeian, who has a vote
for members of parliament, thould be at
leaft careful to give his fuffrage confcienti-
oufly, and in favour of thofe who appear
to him to be beft difpofed to ferve their
conftituents, and the ‘nation. Political
‘mqumcs, therefore, are {o far from be-

Cz2 ing

4 <
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ing the refult of an abfurd propenfity in
Englithmen, that they are the natural,-
the neceffary confequence of that confti«
tution of government which is cﬁabh(hed
in this country, -

You, have taken fome pains to make i¢
appear, that there is little reafon to fup-
- pofe, that the Peritions and Remenfirances
which have besn prefented to the King,
do in fa&t contain the Senfe of the Natiom
And you pretend to give us an account of
the manner in which nine in ten, or ra~
ther (you fay) ninety-nine in a hundred,
- of thofe petitions are procured. You tell
us, that ¢ a Lord or ’Squire (fometimes
¢ two or. more) goes or fends his fteward,
*¢ round the town where his feat is, 'with
¢ a paper, which ‘he tells the honeft men
¢¢ is for the good of their king and coun~
““ try. He defires each to fet his name
¢ or mark to thefe. " And who has the
« hardinefs to gainfay; efpecially if my
s¢ Lord keeps open houfe? Mean time, the
t contentsof it they Znow notbing about (¢ ).

(¢) Free Thoughts, p. 12,
| I fear, I
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I fear, $ir, that.in this account you have
pot paid that fcrupulous regard -to the
truth of fads, of which you make fuch
a. parade at the ‘beginning of your pams
phlet. I fhould prefume, that you muft,
in this cafe, have advanced abundantly
more than .you could poffibly ¢ fec with
¢ your own eyes, : or_hear with your own
« ears (f} ? And, I confcfs, I am fo far
from fuppoﬁng that nine Petitions out of
ten have been procured in the manner
defcribed by you, that, till I meet with
fome better evidence. of it than your bare
affertion, I fhall not belicve that one
Petition of a- public nature has been fo
procured from any part of the kingdom.

. Dr. Johnfon, qnothcr wn,tcr on the fame
fide with yourfelf, had before you given
us “ the progrcfs of a Petition.” But his
reprefentatxon, it muft be canfefled, con-
tained in it fomewhat more probability
than your's; and, if it was equally defti-
tute of truth, we yet received fome amends
- from the wit and eloquence of the writer,

(f) Vid. Free Thoughts, p. 345
- ' How-
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However, after giving an account of the
manner in which petitions, if we may be-
lieve -you, are commonly procured; you
inform us, that you were not long fince at
a town in Kent, when one of thefe peti-
tions was carrying about. < You afked
“one and another” whether they had
figned the petition, and-found none that
- had refufed it; and yet, you tell us, that
not one fingle perfon to whom you fpoke,
had either read it, or heard it read. ‘It is
truly remarkable, that your Kentifh friends
and acquaintance thould all' be fuch ftupid
mortals, as to fign a petition which they
knew nothing about. ~ But I cannot form
the fame mean-opinion.of the generality of
my countrymen. I have met with ne-
body who has been concerned in the bufi- -
nefs of petitioning and remonftrating, but
what knew at leaft fomewhat of the mat-
ter. At all the public meetings which have
been held for that purpofe, the Petitions
or Remonftrances have been always read.
It is true, that in 2 numerous meeting the
whole may not have been diftin&ly heard
by every individual : but it fhould be re-
membercd that pcople in general pre=-
A vioufly
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vioufly apprized of the defign of fuch
,mée'tings’ before their aflembling, and of
the main purport of the intended Petition
or Remonftrance. The late applications
of that kind to the throne have been al-
moft all upon the fame topics; and it is
hardly conceivable that there were any
who figned them, or who voted for them,
but what at leaft knew that they contained
a declaration of their difapprobation of
thofe arbitrary and unconftitutional mea-
fures of government, which have been fo
much canvafled in all companies, from the
higheft to the loweft, that it is fcarcely
poffible for the meanett artifan to be totally
ignorant of them. And in this view I
confider the late Petitions and Remonftran-
ces as truly declarative of the Senfe of the
- Nation,

But, however unwilling you are to admit
this, it is ¢vident from other paffages in
your pamphlet, in which you feem nat
very confiftent with yourfelf, that you are.
{ufficiently convinced, that a great part of
the people are exceedingly diffatisfied with
the meafures of government. Thus, you -

fay,
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fay, (P.8.) that ¢ the general difcontent
t¢.of the, nation now rifes to an higher de-
“ gree than it has done in the memory of

. “man” And you go fo far (P. 34) as

td add, that * the confequences of thefe
¢ commeotions will be (unlefs an higher
* hand interpofe) exactly the fame as thofe
¢ of 'the-liiks_: commetions: in ‘the laft cen~
“ tury.” Js it not evident from. hence,
that you are well convineed that-a great
part of the people are exceedingly incenfed
egainft the meafures of goverpment? Why
" then fhould you be fo extremely wnwilling
to confidet the Petitions. and Remonftrans.
ces, which contain a declaration of the
people’s difapprobation of the meafures of
edminiftration, as expreflive of the fenfe
of the nation? But furely the leaft that
can be fairly fuppofed is, that they contain
the fenfe of a great part of the nation.
As to' myfelf, I have not the leaft doubt,
from all that I can learn, both from my
own obfervation, and the information of
.Gthets, but that, notwithftanding the great
numbers who are interefted in- fupporting
‘the meafures of the court, a very confider~.
able maJonty of the nation do entirely difs
: approve
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approve of thofe. meafures of government,
which .in this reign have Juﬁly excited fo
much oppoﬁtxon. :

You al(o mum;atc_tovus, that you confi-
der the Petitioners and Remonftrants as no
judges of the muatters of which they com~
-plain. But fome obfervations which I
have before made; may, I prefume, be con-
fidered as a fufficient anfwer to this. Youw
then tell us, what, you fuppofe Mr. Pitt,
now Lord Chatham, would have faid, if pe~
titions had been prefented againft his admi-
niftration (d). His Lordfhip, I dare. fay,
will eafily excufe you, if you do net give
yourfelf the trouble of making any more
fpeeches for him; for you feem very little
acquainted with_ his fentiments, his {pirit,
or his'manner. And, in oppofition to your
fuppofitions refpecting him, I muft herg
obferve, that when he. was in power, he
never appeared difpofed to defpife the opi-
nions. of his countrymen ;. he was always
willing to make his appeal to the tribunal
of the public, and the reétitude of his con-

© (d) Freg Tho,ughts, P13y 14
D du@
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du& enabled him t6 make that appeal fafe
ly. And even the common people, igno-
rant and ftupid as you feem defirous of ret
prefenting them, could eafily difcern the
merit 'of his adminiftration. They faw, -
and acknowledged, with the reft of Eu-
rope, that this great miniffer, by’ his fuh
perior abilities, had raifed the reput‘atxoﬁ
_and profperity of Great Britain to 2 height
"ot to be parallcled at any former period.
And accordmgly, in fome of thofe parts-of *
the kingdom, which had formerly been the
moft remarkable for difaffe@ion, it was ob-
ferved that the people, during the vadmmu
ftration of Lord Chatham, (then Mr. Pitt)
- ‘difcovered an attachment and good-will to
the government never known before : and
indeed his condu@ defervedly met with
the general approbation of the whole Bri+
tith empire. Such was the remarkable
difference between this great Statefman,
~ and thofe to whom the reins of govern-
ment have been fince entrufted ! He, by the
wifdom of his meafures, made thofe who
- had been before difaffeéted to become good
fubje@s: whilft they have alienated from
his Majeﬁy the affc&xons of thofe wha

were
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were formerly the moft attached to hu
pcr(bn. 'and to. his family.

Asto your curious colletion of inqui-
ries refpeting Lord Chatham’s perfonal
chara&er, (P. 43, 44.) they deferve no
anfwer, Indeed, they are fuch, as I thould
fuppofe no man of common charity and
candour could fcarcely read with patience,
You feem to fuppofe, that the people of
England can with no propriety defire a
thange of the miniftry, unlefs they can
recommend perfons to the king to hold
their offices, who poflefs every good qua-
lity, and every virtue, that imagination
¢an fuggeft (¢): and that ’till they can
do this, they have no right to _fretch their
#broats (es you elegantly expitfs it) againt
evil minifters. But the inhabitants of this
eountry are not fo unreafonable as to ex-
pect minifters quite fo perfe®. They will
thick, I believe, with me, that many
~ men might be found, who would be much -
more carcful not to violate the conftitution,
* and abundantly more attentive to the in-

' (¢) ViJ‘. l_"rce Thoughts, p. 42, 43-
D2 terefts
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~ terefts of the nation, than our prefent mi«-
nifters, or any that we have had for fome
time paft, and yet be far from coming up
to your itandard of perfelfion. - At leaft,
they are willing to make the experiment,
becaufe they think they cannot eafily change
for the worfe. And, I belicve, they are alfo
. of opinion, that Lord Chatham may have
beén, and may ftill be; an excellent and
truly refpeCtable minifter, and highly de-
ferving the confidence of the public,
although he be not entirely free from the
imperfections incident to human nature,

You do not mean, you tell us, (P. 18.)
to defend the meafures which have been
taken relative to the Middlefex Ele&ion ;'
and then you immediately proceed to fay

all that you can in fupport of that obnoxi-
" ous meafure, which has fo juftly excited
the indignation of the public. The affair
of the Middlefex eleGtion has now been fo
. much canvaffed, that it would be tedious
to enter at large into the difpute, and it
would be inconfiftent with the intended
brevity of my letter. I fhall, however,
" make a few remarks upon the fubje&; tho’
1 bchcvc that neither your fophiftry, nor

the
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the curious argumentation of Lord Mans
field, one 'of whofe fpeeches you have in-
~ troduced at length, that your readers may
¢ {ce this whaole matter in the cleareft light,”.
(as you exprefs it) will ever be able to,
convince the public of the re@itude of
that meafure; or that it was not a grofs
invafion of the rights of the people. The
‘injuftice of feating a man in the great
council of the nation, who had only 296
votes, in preference to another who' had
1143, ftrikes at the firft view. And it is.
certain, that by fuch a procedure, the free-
‘holders were to all intents and purpofes
deprived of the liberty of ecle@ing their
Qwn reprefentatives in parliament. But you ,
fay, (P. 19.) that ¢ if the cleGors had the
¢ liberty of choofing any qualified perfon,
¢« it is abfolute nonfenfe to talk of their
“ being deprived of the liberty of choofing,

. - % becaufe they were not permitted to choofe

“ a perfon utterly ungualified.” But, unfor-

tunately, the truth of the matter is, that

Mr. Wilkes was fo far from being utterly

unqualified, that he was as legally cligible

"as any other man. Lord Mansfield, in- -

deed, fays, (according to your pamphlet)
v that
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that Mr. Wilkes was confidered by the
laws as an unqualified perfon. But it is well
known, that his lordfhip never has produ-
¢ed, nor never ¢an produce, anv /aw to
that purpofe; and a miere vote of the
Houfe of Commons, which is all that can:
be produced, cannot conttitute any legal
difability ; fo that all this kind of reafon~:
ing falls to the ground.

3

- You fay, ¢ That a right of expulfiony

 of putting a member out of the Houfe, ‘

« ‘manifeftly implies a right of exclufion,
¢ of keeping him out 3 otherwife that right
é amounts to juft nothing at all.” To
which I anfwer, that the right of the peo-
ple to eléét their own reprefentatives, is of
infinitely more importance to the conflitu~
tion, than ‘the right, or, to (peak more
properly, the practice, of expuifion in the
Houfe of Commons: for on this right of
the people, the very exiftence of the Honfe
of Commons itfelf depends. ‘All the power
poflefied by the Houfe of Commons, is @
‘delegated power, entrufted to them by
their conftituents; and it cannot be thewn'
that the people have -ever intrufted the
S Houfe
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FHoufe of Commons with 1 right of reje®-
ing or expelling reprefentatives, after being
fairly chofen 3 not-even for mifdemeaters,
if their conftituents choofe to re~ele@ therdt,
‘And,: therefore, it by no means follows,
that ‘becaufe the people: have not oppofed
the powet of expulfion,” when occafiomlly
exercifed"by the Houfe of Commons, inh
“manner not’ difagreeable ‘to' the pcdp]e,
that therefore the Houfe has a right torex-
pel a member 'whom his conftituents: hzive
repeatedly re-elected, and- declared in- the
moft pubhc and abfolute hanner, their de~
fire of again entrufting as their réprefenta-
tive. The tights of the freeholders 4nd
eleors of ‘England are coeval with the
conftitution, and cannot by any power be
taken away without their own confent.
And certainly they are the beft, and only
proper Judgcs, of the qualifications of thofe
whom they fend to parliament as their de-
_putxes and rcprcfcntatxves 7 oo

" Youalfo fay, (P.19.) « Butfuppofe afingle
“¢ borough or county were deprived of this
" %ina ﬁnglc inftance ;- how is this dcpnv-
L] mg the good people of England, tlre nat

“ txon,
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- .s*-tion," of their. birthright ? What dn -itia
¢ fult upon common fenfe is this wild way
4 of talking? If Middlefex -is wronged
¢ (put it fo) in this inftance, how is Yorke
¢¢ thire: or Cumberland affeéted by it ? ot
¢ twenty counties and forty bo,roughs be-~

<¢ fides? Much lefs all the nation ?” I will
tell you, Sn', how other counttcs are af«

fex, and how the whole nétwn is affected
by it; and muft at the fame time take the
liberty - to tell you, that your filing the
language which. you ooppofe, “ an infult
£ upon common fenfe,” and 3 wild way
«¢ of talking,” can only arife from your
real, -or pretended ignorance, of the com-
mon principles of a free goXct:q;gcnt

“If the Houfe of Commons had'a right
to fet afide a member fairly chofen by the
county of Middlefex, and who was not /egally
difqualified, it has alfo a right to fet afide
any member chofen by any other county
or borough in the kingdom. By a deci-
fion, therefore,” which in a ﬁngle inftance
deprives the county of Middlefex of the
nght of ele@ion, the poifeﬁion of that
, right
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hght in every othcr part of the kingdom,
is rendered precarious. And it is impoffi~
ble to fuppofe that thofe who have deprived,

the county of Middlefex of one of theit

moft eflential rights, will be tender of thc

privileges of other counties or BorOughs,

and far lefs. of the.rights. of individuals,
No fuch decifion; therefore, can be made,
bat what muft materially affe@ the liber-

ties of the whole kingdom.  For it-hag,

been juftly oblerved, that if the Houfe of

Commons has a rxght to mcapacxtate one

man, it has the fame right to mcapacxtatcf

two, three, or any numbcr, that is, it

can disfranchife all the ele@ors of England,
But no fuch power was, or could be dele-

gate& to it; and as it did not make itfelf,

it chnnot make its own power. If the

. people ook on unconcersedly, and fee in-
dividuals only deprived of their conftituti

onal righits, what fecurity can they pofiibly

have for the pofleflion of their own libers

ties? What muft be the cafe, then, if they-

look tamcly on, and fee a whole county
dcpmved of a privilege fo important, that

the very exiftence of the conftitution 1tfclf

dcpends on 1ts prefervatxon? It is you,

E there- -

)
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thercforc, er, who have talked wildly
and abfurdly, in fuppofing that a decifion
~ injurious to the right of elg&ion in the
county of Middlefex, would not affe&® the
other parts of the kingdon:.

It was natgral for the people to be the .
more alarmed at fuch a determination as
that in the Middlefex ¢letion, if thcy had

good reafon to believe, that this violent .

meafure was effeGed merely to gratlfy the
court and miniftry. You make, indeed, a
long extrac from another writer, in order
to thew that there is no reafon to fuppofe
the parliament to be corrupt. . And that
‘gentleman urges the paffing of the bill for
leflening the privileges of members of par-
liament, and for determining petitions
about contefted ele&ions, as full proof of
the virtue of the parliament. The firft
of thefe bills was undoubtedly a good one,
and the fecond was well intended, and
brought in by a gentleman in the oppoﬁ-
tion; though it has been doubted by good
friends to the conftitution, whether’it was
well calculated to anfwer the intended pur-.
pofc. But it does not appcar, that either of
thefe
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thefe bills thwarted any immediate views
of thofe then in adminiftration; and 1t
muft be fhewn that'they were oppofed by
the miniftry, (which I apprehend was not
the cafe) before their paffing can be confi-
dered as any evidence of the incorruptibility
of parhamcnt. '

With refpe to the innocence and virtue
of par]iament, there is one circumftance
‘which I would fubmit to your confidera-
tion. It is inconteftibly the bufinefs and
duty of the Houfe of Commons to be a
check upon the crown and its minifters,
‘and to guard the liberties and interefts of
‘the people from their encroachments or
mifcondu&. Now I would aftk the moft
venal partizan of the court, whether he
fuppofes our minifters. have always done
nght for thefe ten years paft ? If they have
in any inftances done wrong, either in ex~
tending the prerogative, or in fquandering
away the public money, it was the duty
-of the reprefentatives of the people to op-
pofe them. But what if it thould appear,
that during that whole period the majority
in our parliaments have in no one inftance

E 2 op-
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pofed the meafures of the crown and its
minifters > Will the mcft candid man
breathing, upon that fuppofition, believe
that our parliamients have done their duty
to their conftituents ? Or will he defire a
* ftronger proof of their corruption, and of
their being under an undue influence from
the crown ? Whatever may be your id=as
upon this fubje®, Sir, it is certain that the
people of England cannot labour under a
greater grievance than a corrupt parlia-

ment, nor one which they ought to be ~

more earneftly folicitous to remove. Should
we have a prince arbitrarily difpofed, or
the moft iniquitous minifters, ftill the peo-
ple would have fome fubftantial fccurify
for their rights, if our parliaments are un-
<orrupt ; but if they are venal, and under
the dire@ion of the crown, the people have
then no refources but thofe of the moft
violent and dangerous nature.

I was fomewhat furprized to obferve,
that when you were endeavouring to fup=

port the proceedings of the miniftry, re-

fpecting the Middlefex ele@ion, you fhould,
among fo many who have fpoken and writ-
' o ten

-
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ten on this fubjed, fingle out Lord Mans-
field as your auxiliary, who has in general
"been remarkably referved upon this fubjet. .
You could not think that the popularity of
his lordfhip would give weight to his ar-

guments. But you may poffibly have fome

partiality for his lordthip, and his produc=

tions, in confequence of fome little refem-

blance in your characters. This compari-

fon may probably furprize thofe who have

not ebferved, that whatever difference there

may be between you in other circumftan-
ces, Lord Mansfield and you are both

equally remarkable for being entirely free

from fophifiry, fubtilty, and craft, in your

feveral profeflions. At leaft, I am fure the

‘refemblance is to the full as ftrong between

you and his lordfhip, as between his lord-

thip and Erafmus, to whom my good Lord

Bithop of Gloucefter (being well known to

be fond of paradoxes) hath thought pro-

per to compare our beloved Chief Juftice,

in a truly admirable dedication prefixed ta

a late edition of that incomparable work,

¢ The Divine Legation of Mofes demon-

¢ ftrated.” '

You
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. You endeavour (P. g, 10.)-to vindicate
his M——y from the charge of * pardon-
* ing a murdercr. But what murderer
tlo you mean ? You muft know' that more
¢han one murderer has been {crecned from
juftice in this reign. Do you :mean either
of the murderers who were pardonedin con~
{equence of the influence and intrigues of
their harlot fifter? or do you mean either
of thofe ruffians Balfe and M‘Quirk ? If
you mean the latter, fuch hired affaffins as
they were, muft doubtlefs have been very
proper objets of royal mercy! and when
we remeémber that ¢ doubts arofe in the
¢ royal breaft” on this occafion, we re~
member alfo that the crimes which thefe .
men committed, with & view of obftru&s
~ing the freedom of election, were perpetra~
ted in order to favour the caufe of a man
fupported .by the court. You afk, ¢ Can
s¢ you or I believe, that the K—g Znewn
- # him to be fuch? Underfiood him ta be a
s wilful murderer ? I am not fure of it at
#all; neither have you any rational proof:
s¢ we And if he did not &nzow or believe him
¢ to be fuch, how can he be blamed for
s« pardoning him ?” By what methods arc

. \ our

’

~
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our Kings to Anow the: guﬂt of criminals;
. but by théir being fairly ‘and legally tried
- and found guilty? Is it. proper that all
{fHould Be' pardoned whott guilt is net adtus
él’ly known to'the King’ ? But, indeed, yout
fitange kind of reafoning feems ealoulated
fo juftify the pardoning of almoft: cvery
c(umnal Who is condemncd

-

- As to the ﬁxbje& of ?erzﬁom, yog ﬁxy fi
is 2 ‘matter that yau sdo not underftand.
However, ‘fomé you' think are. well ‘bes
Rovycd apd 'all well d¥figned. You except,
I fuppefeé;’ the penfion ‘that was paic to the
moft altive:of the aflafling: who.was edve
‘ployed 4t ‘Brentford ; as well as.that tq
Macloughlan, for his good fervices in Sty
George’s Fields. Bnt you fear; "yoir-fay;
that fome penfions. have been ¢ il fovred,
s« on thofe 'who not snly fly in the fdoc.of
s« ¢heir benefattor; but avail themfelves of
& his. favours to wound the deeper.”: And
then you-immediately: proceed to infinvata
a chargé ggainft fome who receive penfions
of « foul and flagrant-ingratitude:” - Ycia
.mean, I prefume, Lord Ch—m and Lord:
. C——n; -wha, though they receive pen-

: fions,
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fions, . haye ;not heen. induced. thcreby te
defert the caufe of thelr cpuntry in the fea
nate, 'Thereis an cﬁ'entlal difference to be.
made between penfions given for real fer-
vices to the public, .and thofe given as
bribes, ‘to induce the receivers of them to
concur:in every unconftitutional and iniquij-
tous meafure of the miniftry. -“The num-
ber of penﬁons that have too frequently
Been. given - for the latter purpofe, is un-
doubtcd:li a capital grievance; but it would
be high: time that:all penfions fhould be
abolithed,. éven thofe for real fervices, if
it be once taken for granted;; that thofe
who receive -thein, though .members of
parliament, . ought. never to oppofe the
sourt, under the weak notion of ‘its being
ingrantudc to the king. A man’s ficft duty
is that to his country : All the money. with
which any penfions- are paid, is primarily
the money of the people; and no -honeft
man, who has received a penfion for.atuak
fervices to the nation, will ever betray tha

caufe of the public from any un)uﬁ <om-
‘ plaxfancc to the crown.- Ce

. -You
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You fay, (P. 12.) .that < this -fz;ui;,’f
that of granting {o many penfions, ¢ (if it
«« were really fuch) would argue too great
“¢ eafinef of -temper; = But this is quite the
¢ reverfe of what is commonly objected,
*¢ inflexible flubbornnefs.” But however {pe-
cious this argument of your’s may at firft
fight appear, it amounts to nothing'when
fairly examined. Is it noteafy to conceive,
that a Prince who may lend a deaf ear to
the jufteft complaints and remonfttances of
his fubje&s, may yet, if he entertains any.
improper views, be extremely liberal, ex-
ceedingly profufe of the public money, to
thofe who are ready to go any lengths to
gratify- his defires, to fawning parafites,
and unprincipled courtiers ?

You fay, you do not defend the 2iing of
M. Allen; murder you do not chufe to
call it. -And after relating that tranfaction
your own way, you add, “ Now though
¢ this cannot be excufed, yet was it zbe
“ moft berrid villainy that ever was perpetra-
< ted? Surely, no. Notwithftanding all
“ the tragical exclamations which have

*“ been made concerning it, what is this to
) F the
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« the killing a man in cool blood? And
¢ was this never heard of in England ?” /¢
I will tell you, Sir, why it was natuaral that
the murder of Mr. Allen, (for fo I will
venture to call it) and the other murders
committed in St. George’s Fields, (it is
well known that it was not one only)
fhould excite more clamour, ‘and caife a
greater alarm in the nation, than the kill-
ing a man in cool blood. If 2 common
murder be committed, with whatever cir-
cumftances, the laws are open, and the of-
fender, or offenders, may be legally pu-
pithed. But if murders are committed by
foldiers acting in the K—'s name, and
by his authority, under the fpecious
pretext of keeping the peace; and if the
perpetrators of fuch murders are after-
wards proteted by the whole power and
influence of the crown ; this muft necefla-
rily alarm every intelligent friend to the
conftitution, abundantly more than ' the
moft atrocious murder committed by pri-
vate individuals. For in the former cafe,

the people have fcarce any mode of redrefs,

(¢) Free Thoughts, p. 18
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if the parliament refufe it; and I do not
fee what poffible fecurity the people can
have for their liberties, if it be allowable
for the miniftry, on every trifling occafien;
{with the affiftance of one or two com-
plaifant juftices of the peace) to employ
the military againft them, when they hap-
pen to difcover any diffatisfation at the
meafures of adminiftration. As'to the af-
fair of St. George’s Fields, it is not yet
quite. forgotten, that thanks were returned
to the foldiers employed there, in the
K—g’s name, for their alertnefs and dili-
gence in putting a period to the lives of
fome of his M——y’s unarmed, defence-
Jefs fubjects ; and that all poflible art and
influence were employed to fcreen the a&ors
in that tragedy from the pum[hmmt they
merited.

Of your charitable chara@er of Mr.
Wilkes, I thall fay little: I muft, how-
ever, obferve, that a man may have many
follies, and fome vices, and yet it may be
doing him great. injuftice to fay, that he
has ‘¢ no regard to virtue or morality.”
This is what a- confcientious divine fhould

F2 ' not
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not fay of any man, without very (ubftan-
tial evidence. However, after obferving
that he had abufed the miniftrv, and afper-
fed the King’s mother in the grofleft man-
ner, you fay, that he was profecuted ¢ not .
¢ for this, but otler atchievements ;" and
then retired to France. What you mean
by other atciievements, is not very eafy to
fay 5 but indecd it appears intended to con-
vey fomething very much like an untruth
for, I believe, few readers would under~
ftand that phrafe to mean the Effay on
Woman, or the 45th Number of the North
Briton; and I know of nothing elfe for
which he -was profecuted. But whatever
may be Mr. Wilkes's private chara&er,
whether you chufe to diftinguith or not,
other people will, between that and the
merits of his caufe, with which alone the
public are concerned.” It muft be confefled,
at the fame time, that thofe who have been
favoured by the ccurt, have been remark-
able for the excellency of their private
lives. The virtues of the court member
for Middlefex, Mr. L—1i, are weil known;
and no man doubts but that for piety, chas
iiity, modefty, fobriety, and other excel-
lencies;
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lencies, Lord S~——ch and Mr. R——d
R—y are fhining charaéters.

It muft be admitted, that for fome of
the injuries which have been done to Mr.
Wilkes, as an individual, the laws have
made him compenfation; which, by the .
way, is a demonftration that the people
were not altogether in the wrong in fup-
- porting him; for the determinations of the
courts of juftice do at leaft prove, that the
laws had been broken for the purpofe of op-
prefling him. But, with a view of obftru&®-
ing as much as pofiible the courfe of juftice;
an order was made, by the higheft autho-
rlty, that the fine which waslaid as a pu-
nifhment on an offending Secrenry of State,
for violating the conflitution in the perfon
of Mr. Wilkes, fhould .be paid out of the
exchequer : an a& which filled every man,
who had any juft conceptions of law, ju-
ftice, or the conftitution, with aftonith-
ment and indignatiod. For it now appears,
that if- a minifter of ftate thould be with
difficulty brought in fome degree to juftice,
whatever expences he may incur for in-
Jurmg the people; are to be paid-out of

thexr
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their money: an iniquity which I would
fuppofe, Sir, even you would not attempt
to vindicate. At leaft I am certain, that
the man who can defend this, may defend
any thing. f

~ You fay you do not defend the meafures
which have been taken with regard to A-
merica; and you doubt ¢ whether any
- ¢ man can defend them, either on the foot
“ of law, equity, or prudence (£).” But
you think to fettle the whole matter by
throwing the guilt of it upon the late Mr,
George Grenville. Iam as little concerned
to vindicate that gentleman’s political cha-
rader as you-can be, though he latterly
engaged in the oppofition : but he is dead,
and I will fay no more of him. However,
I would afk, whether thofe who have been
fince him in adminiftration, have not adopt-
ed very obnoxious meafures refpecting the
Americans? and whether his M——y
himfelf has not, in his fpeeches, taken the
moft abfolute and decifive part againit
‘them ? . o

(f) Free Thougﬁn. P25
." "?\ ' , . ) With '
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- With regard to your intimations fefpe@s
ing the prefent miniftry, I muft obferve,
that you are exceedingly miftaken, if you
imagine the prefent complaints of the peo~
ple are merely againft the men now oftens
fibly in power. Their complaints are of
a more enlarged nature. They complain
of the general tenor of adminiftration for
Dear ten years paft; that diring that-pee
riod an ungracious and impolitic. fyftem of
government appears to have prevailed, irre~
concileable with the principles of the Eng~
lith conftitution; that the rights of the
people have been violated in a variety of
inftances, and the public treafure fhame-~
fully fquandered ; at the fame time that
" the honour and intereft of the nation, with
refpeét to foreign powers, have been fcan-
daloufly negle@ed. So that from being in
the higheft degree of national profperity,
and in fuch a fituation as enabled us almoft
to give law to Europe, our condition is
now fo funk and degraded, that we are.
fcarcely able to defend our.own pofleffions
from the infults and attacks of forexgn na-

tions,
As
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As to what you.fay in defence of the

manner in which the Petitions and Re-
monftrances have been received (g, it
amounts to very little on any other fuppo+
fition, but that of the- -complaints of the
people being without foundation ; which
all your fophiftry has not been able to
make appear. And even on that fuppofi-
tion, the people, though miftaken, are enti-
"tled to regard: government was conftituted
for their benefit, and not merely to fupport
Princes or Minifters in ftate and- luxury.
And if thofe, in whom the powers of go-
vernment are vefted, mean honeftly, they
may eafily find means to convince the peo-
ple of the reditude of. their intentions.
But as to the manner in which the Peti~
- tions and Remonftrances were aGtually re-
ceived, I feel more than Ichufe to exprefs:
I thould, however, hardly fuppofe it poffi
ble that any man, who deferves the name
of Englithman, could think they were re~
ceived as the complaints and remonftrances
of a free-born people ought to have been. -

(z) Free Thoughts, p. 15
" After
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* After having, in your manner, anfwered
fome of the objections to the lite meafures
of government, you triuthphantly exult,
% So far'we have gained. We have re-
< moved the imaginary caufes of the prefent
- % commotions (5).”. Perhaps not. You
- may poffibly have reckoned fomewhat too
faft, ‘and fung Te Deum without obtammg
the w&ory I believe no xmpartxal reader,
poffeffed of common fenfe, will think you
have performed fo important a fervice.
However, you add, ‘¢ It plainly -appears
<t they ate not owing to the extrdordinary
%< badnefs (a moft elegant phrafe) either of
*¢ the king, of his parliamhent, of his mix
* nifters, or of the meafures which they
*« have taken.” Aftet which you proceed
to ‘enquire, * To what then are they ow=
- *ing’? What are. the rea/ caufes of this
* amazing ferment among the people ?”
And here you appear, indeed, to havé
made 2 moft admirable difcovéry. . You
. are very ftrongly of opinion, but not quité
pofitive, (in which I commend -your pru<
denee) that the firft and pnncxpal caufe of

(») Free Thoughts, p. 29.
G - the
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‘the prefent commotions is French gold.
How this is diftributed, you do not ex-
plain in very dire& terms: but your mean-
ing manifeftly is, that it is given to John
‘Wilkes and fome of his adherents, to in-~
duce them to difturb the government (7},
Now after fairly confidering your reafons,
(if they deferve that name) for this curious
conje&ure, 1 muft deelare, that I do moft
firmly believe, that there is not eone jot
more reafon to fuppofe, that Mr. Wilkes
or any of his adherents are bribed by the
- French court, than thatMr. Joun WesLEY
receives a penfion from the College of Car+
dinals, or the Society of Jefuits.

 You appear to apprehend, that a diffo-
lution of the P———t would be a ftep
attended with very dangerous confequences
¢o the K—g. For you imagine, that if a -
new one were to be chofen, it would pro-
. bably confift of men difpofed to carry mat-
ters to extremities againft him (%2). But
your apprehenfions upon this head feem to
be without foundation. The popular party,

(i) Free Thoughts, p. 30, 31. (#) Ibid. p. 40. 45+
Ianx
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1 am confident, wifh to injure the K—g as
little as you cando; they only with to have
the grievances of the people redrefled.
If they wifh for a dew election, it is only
with the hepe of returning men who will
really confider themfelves as the reprefenta-
tives of the people, and act as fuch; and
not be always ready to fupport every mea-
- fure of the miniftry, however arbitrary and
" unconftitutional, and however inconfiftent
with the intereft of the nation. But you
fay (P. 40, 41.) that if the K—g were to
diffolve the P t, * he would be as
¢« perfeitly fafe, as the ftheep that had given
« up their dogs.” Your idea of a Parlia-
ment feems to be quite new. I have al-
ways conceived that the Parliament, or at
leaft the Houfe of Commons, were by the
very nature of their inftitution intended as
a check upon the crown and its minifters; -
and that it was their duty to maintain, on
all occafions, the rights of the fubje&®: but
you feem, on the contrary, to confider
them as a part of the royal body-guard.
However, if the parliament muft be com-
pared to dogs, furely they ought to be at
Gz | leaft
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leaft as much the dogs of the peoplc, as
' thc dogs of the crown.

You fpeak (P 25.) in very high terms
pf the liberty which the people of this
countx y now enjoy. And it is true, that a
govemmcnt entirely defpotic is not yet
quite eftablithed among us. It was not tQ
bg expe&gd ‘that our minifters would be
hardy enough to feize upon all our liberties -
at once. But without entering into a mi-
nutc enumeratxon of the national grievan-
ces, we know, that a whole county has been
}DJBI’Cd in a point of the utmoft importance
to the conftitution, and that individuals
have been arbntranly 1;nprxfoncd without
cither law or juftice. This, according to
~ your principles, is a'matter of no import-
ance to any but thofe who have been per-
fonally aggrieved. - For if Middlefex is
~ wronged, you fay, how is Yorkthire or
Cumberland affe@ed by it? And, accord-
ing to the fame mode of reafoning, if John
Wilkes or William Bingley are imprifoned,
w“hout law, and contrary to the moft ef-
fential principles of the conftitution, what
is that to other peoplc ? Orif afew indi-

vlduals
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viduals are murd,cred by the mlhtary, by
orders from the miniftry, what is that tg
+ thofe who are left alive? But the people
of this couptry are not quite fenfelefs
~enough to be deccived by fuch fophiftry
and abfurdity, The hlgh fenfe which they
haveof the vplug of the privileges which they
yet enjoy, animates them to oppofe every
encroachment on them with the greater
ardour. And it is certain, that if mini,
flers of {’eat.c are fuffered to invade the
rights of individuals with impunity, we
cannot rationally expe@ any thing better,
than ta fee ourfelves fiript by degrees of
all our privileges, and funk at lengzth intg -
a fettled Qate of flavery. No nation thas
~ does not guard its liberties with firmnefs,
and with vxgllancc, will ever continue free,

. In th; parallel which you draw bctweeg
the times of Charles the Firft and the pre-
fent, (P. 39.) you fay, that ¢ the nation
““ in general was 7nflamed with all poffible
- ¢« diligence, by Addreffes, Petitions, and
¢ Remonfirances, ‘admirably well devifed
¢« for the purpofe; which were the mofh
€ eﬁ’e&ual libels that couid be unagmccl

"¢ againft
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% againft the king and government.” But
the truth is, that thefe Jséels, as you are
pleafed to ftile them, (in which you per-
fectly agree with the court-parafites of
Charles’s days) would have had very little
effet, if they had not been founded on
facts known to the whole kingdom. It
was Charles’s arbitrary and illegal admini-
firation, and his violent attempts to ‘rob
the people of their moft important rights,
‘which really snflamed the nation againft
“him; and which juftly brought on him
the oppofition that he met with, and which
he well deferved. But no writings will
ever have fo much effed as to excite a na-
tion to alts of violence againft 'a good go~
vernment ; though if.a people arc injured
and opprefled, and their liberties endanger=
ed, thofe who give them juft conceptions
concerning their fituation, do unddubtedly
perform a real fervice to the community.

You likewife obferve, (P. 37.) that the
. oppofmon in the time of Charles the Firft,
was in a great meafure a conteft about re~
ligion, which is far from being the cafe at
prefent, And I know that the fame ob-
{ervation



{ o1
fervation has been before made, by fcrupus
lous and well-intentioned people. But it
thould be remembered, that if we once
fuffer ourfelves to be deprived of our civil
rights, our religious liberties will then lie
at the mercy of the Princes and we fhould
cnjoy them only during his pleafure. I
readily admit, that our attention ought not
to be wholly, or even chiefly esgrofied, by
political affairs, or any otbem matters that

, relate merely to the prefent life. ‘The firft
object of our cares and of our folicitude,
ought to be that higher and nobler ftate of
exiftence, after which we fhould be con«
ftantly afpiring.  But furely as all clafles of
men, the religiousas well as the vicious and
profane, employ muchof their time in things
mcrely of a temporal nature, fome attention
is due to the prefervation of our national li«
berty, which by every generous mind is
cftimated as the moft valuable of all tem~
poral bleflings. And, indeed, it is a duty
incumbent on us, as honeft men, and
as Chriftians, to take every legal and -
juftifiable method of tranfmitting down to
eur pofterity thofe sights, which we have

€=~
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. edjbyed throtgh thé viftu€ of oiif brave
" unt publicfpivited aneeffors. |

" You feéth to think; at th€ begifning of
your perfofntante, thit you have great
ierit, dnd are ‘much fupértor fo thofe on
the oppofite fid¢, (and indéed to other wris
térs on both fites) for the rhoderation with
which you/‘fswe treated the fubje&s in-dif=
pute; and b; “Rufe you have: (as you fay)
given ho ill words, 4nd called no ill
hathes. - You exped, therefote; to be abu-
{fed by the Watm then o’ b fides (7):
Why yoo fliould éxpeét {6 be abufed by

thé court party, I cafinot cdricéive : they -

can have noreafon to abufe you, urlefs thcy
think you have defended their caufe in 4
weak or m)udxaous rianner. But as to your
‘having given no ill words; and called no ill
' mames, if you have not done this, you have
done what'is pethaps mich werfe, infinue
ated the worft things you could againft the
* populer party, and attributed’ to them'the
moft mifchieveus defigns. It is hardly poffi=
ble‘ for the moft rancdrous of the court party

( l) Vul Free Thoughts, P 7
to
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goinfinuate any thmo worfe againit the peo-
P]e in oppofition than you have done: in-
fomuch that you repeatedly charge them
with the moi’c traiterous defigns /m). So
that nothing can be more manifeft, than
that your pretences to moderation and im-
Ppartiality are merely affeGation. I muft,

however, obferve to you, that I bchcve the
generality of thofe in oppoﬁtlon are as well
‘affe@ed to the re:gnmg prince and famlly,
' ag:you, of the moft loyal of the court
party Great numbcrs of them have bcen ,
formerly eminent for their zeal for the
Houfe of Hanover ; 3 and would now ﬁlcm-
fice their lives in its defcnce, pronded thcxr
&laws and hbertms are prefcrved to them in-
v:olate. But thcy think " that tyranny un- "
der one family is not more tolerable than
under another, They know that the
Princes of the Houfe of H——r are bound
by all the ties of honour and of g:atxtude,
to maintain the rights of the people to
whom they owe their elevation; an event
‘which was brought about for that purpofe,

" (m) Vid: Free Thoughts, p. 8. 34, 35. 43
' ' H - and
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and for that purpofe only; and they ard
refolved rot to fubmit to ﬂavcry undét ahy
fannly

'i’dwérds the clofe of your pan'iphlcl,
(P. 41. 13.) you intimate it to be yoar
opinioh, thit it is tiot poffible for the K—
to do 4ahy thing that will quiet the thinds
of the people. You think that the way
He has already taken, that of flaiding bis
ground, s 3 you exprefs it, (thatis, payibg

no regard to the complaints and remon-

firances of the people] was thé wifeft me-
thod he could takée. You have, howevés,
hit o fornething which you think may be
an improvemént upén this.—And whiat
- meafure does the reader fuppofe the meek

4nd moderate Mr. WesLEy has fupgeited,
in order to put a ftop to the prefent cort-
motions ? Does he imagine that our hohedt

Divine has adviféd, that fome fteps be takeh

to convince the people that no defigns are
Yorming againtt their liberties? That the
 principles of the conftitution bé éxadly

adhered to, and no infringement made on.

the rights of individuals ? That care be

taken that the public money be not fquan-

dered,
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ﬂergd ot employed in bribing the repre-

- feppatives of the people? Or that adueat<
tention be paid by admipiffration to the

hanour and intereft of the npation? No,
seader ;s in truth, Mr. WesLEY has recoms
mended nothing of this natute;: nothmg
that.would be fo unpalatable to.our mini-

fters; he jis not fo uncaurtly. But the

méek ‘man, in the benevolence of his
heart, can think of nothing to quiet the
ainds of the people; but the vigorous pro-
decution of libellers, and a more frequent
ufc of Newgate and the Pillory.

“You have not, Sir, it is true, made'ufe
of thefe exack words ; but it is not poﬁiblc
for any man to miftake your mcapmg. You
fay, (P. 46.) * If any (way) is more like-
*“ly (to reftore the peace of the nation)
*¢ would it not be, vigoroufly to execute
& the laws againft incendiaries ?  Againft
“s thofe, who by fpreading all manner of
k¢ lies, inflame the people even to mad-
#¢ gefs.”  But I would recommend to the

+eader the perufal of the whole paffage;

-for it -is ‘curious, and .worth reading.—It

‘has long been thought by many, that you

H 2 : are

R

S Vlow
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. are no cnemy-to Popery; and in’ truthe it

> may be conje@ured, from the fpirit dif-

coverable at the clofe .of ‘your pam-phlet‘,

- that you have no averfion to the doérine

. of whelefome feverities; 1 mean when em«
| Floyed againft others; for as your old
“friend Dr. Warburton long ago obferved,

you are no great friend to perfecution, '
" when it approaches your own _perfon.

However, when we confider your declara~
tion at the beginning of your performance,

that you would not hurt either party in the .

leaft degree, nay, that you would not wil-
lingly give them. the leaft pain, and com-~
pare it with the malignant {pirit which you
~afterwards difcover, one might be féme-
‘what tempted to fufpe, that you are not
badly formed for an Inquaﬁtor v

You are not, it feems, quite fangiline
with refpe@ to the fuccefs of your {chemes;
‘ you are not certain that the wholefome fe
verities you recommend would anfwer the
‘intended purpofe. < It is poﬁible {you

* fay) this might reﬁorc peace; but one.

¢.cannot affirm it would.” Youare right.

- The profecutlon of libellers, or thofe whom

crown
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¢rown lawyers, ' and men of .mean and fers
 vile prmonp]cs, would chufe to call; fo, will .
'never.canvinee the people of the reGitude

of the meafures of adminiftration ; and be
affured, that‘your proje&t is very, ill adapted
to the:purpofe.of quidting the minds of a
braVC, a generous, and an mcenfed ppoples :
'It is true, that you talk of profccutmg
thofe who fpread all manner of hcs,
but I dare fay you are not unacquamted,
- that if an unfortunate author, printer, or
- bookfeller,: thould be profecuted :in the
~ court of King’s-Bench for any thing that
‘Mr. Attorney General may chufe to ftile a
libel, it’will be of very little impottance
whether the -affertions contained in fuch
publication .be true or -falfe. ~ If it make
any difference, there being too much truth
in the production will only encreafe its cri-
minality ;* for that is the modern dactrine
upon this fubje&. =

I, thereforc, your fcafonable hint re-

fpc&mg the vigorous profecution of libel-. |

lers ¢hould' be .adopted by the proper per- -
ﬁms, and aided by the Mansfieldian doc-

trme
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trisie of libals, .it may; if the people wall
. fiibmit to it, contribute fomething towards
gupprefiing the Liberty of the Prefs, which

.-

gnany of our righteous minifets have long -

confidered as an evil of the irft magaitude
‘hut;whi'eh, if -the inhabitants of this couns

tey_over fuffer 40 be wreked from them,
they will from that moment ceafe to have

any pretenﬁims 4o the charaCter of a free

. ':"ﬁ':i's, ﬁ:oim'.aver-,- S;tﬁpoﬁﬁs.ndmt any

_ thing :like 2 Fre¢ Prefs can fubfift long

in this coungry, -if once crowg profecutions

for political pubhcatmns bccqmc frequent;

and the modern. doGrine concerning Jibels
be goncrally admitted ; by which We are
deprived of all protection from 2 jury.of
_our countrymen, who ate readered -mere
cyphers, or at moft nothing but inftsutments
to execute other men’s-malice. -It is main-

tained, that jurymen, in libel caufes, ar¢

. bound to convi&t upon the mere evidence
of publication, though they are in no re-
{pe@ convinced of any criminality in she
produdtion, or of any evil intent in the
publither : of which, it feems, .they ace

not
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fist competent Jdégds. R is juf}, we are
told; t6 purifk at diftretion any bookfelker
Y priner, for felling or printing hibedi;
thotigh twelvé jiirymen; even of the beft
‘ank, afifled 4nd enlightened by the plead-
1Ags of eduitieil; are incapable of determins
_ihg what @' libel s,  If it be fa, the ftuas
tior of bookfellers and printers muft be éxs
- edingly pedlous. But I hope my conde
Hymet, whett they 2@ as jurymen, will -
Hever Be Weak enough to be induced, by
AHE infamous Wphiftry that is generally em~
Ployed ont theéfe occafions, or by any othet -
fiteans, to gwc up their right of deterinin~
dng what is cilled the law, 28 well ds the
¥a&, in libél caafes; the innocénce or cri-
~ininality of the book or paper, as well as the -
’fa& of publication. ]urymcn have 1 right
to try the whole matter in iflue before
them, and they are guilty of treachery to
their country if they give up this right:
for en the maintenance of this the Liberty
-of the Prefs effentially depends, with which
the prefervation of aill our othet rights #s
inoft evidently conneted. - For the Free-
dom of the Prefs, and the Liberty of the -
People, will ftand or fal together. ,
You
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- .¥ou have. not, Sir, it is trne, . -entered, -
: into, thef¢ matters : but your: recommenda- .
tion.of the prefecution of libellers naturally ,
brought them to- rcm.embrarrcc. And if
any regard -thould be paid to&thxs hint of
your’s,” which lis not impoffible,, as the
moft. perniciousiadvice is fometimes prefer=
fed to the moft falutary, it will.then be
the more neceffiry; that every man cligible
to the office of juryman thould underftand
thie extent of his ewh power,- and.what his
countrymen hdve a right to expe@® from
bim. - And, indeed, when we fec lawyers
_ ofi the higheft fank exerting their abilities,
‘not in the maintenance of ‘law. and juftice,
‘but in quibbling ‘atvay the moft important
-and eflential rights of the people, it is then
‘time for every man who withes well to his
“country, to bé upon his guard.. -
+* I have already, Sir, extended miy etter
‘to.a greater length than I intended; and
tmyuft- therefore now take my leave of. you.
‘But T fhall firft obferve, that I am forry to
fee you, at this- advanced. period of life,
‘going out of the proper. bufinefs of your
chara&ter and prbfefiion, to varnith over
nl ‘ the
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the moft iniquitous meafures of a corrupt
. adminiftration, and to fupport the caufe of
minifterial tyranny and oppreffion. As to
the profeflions of impartiality with which
you fet out, they muft, after a perufal of
your pampbhlet, appear ridiculous even to
your own party. It were, however, to
have been withed, that you had contented
yourfelf with throwing out the worft re-
fletions you could  againft the friends of
freedom and the conftitution, without at.
‘the fame time infinuating the moft per-
nicious and inflammatory. advice to your
Sovereign. And it had been well if, when
you wére making fo many artful pretences
to meeknefs and moderation, you had dif-
covered fomewhat more fairnefs in your

reafoning, and a little more regard to - ‘

juftice and to candour. As to myfelf, I
believe I have by no means treated your
performance with more feverity than it me-
rited ; and that I have no occafion to make
any apology on that head. I fhall, there-
fore, conclude with obferving, that as I
~ cannot help confidering the enemies of the
-caufe of public freedom as the enemies of

my countr}, I thmk it at all times jufti- -

1 fiable
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 fiable to oppofe the votamcs ahd des'gndm

of unconflitutional and defpetic Minifters;
of whatever” rank, charaéter,. or profcfa
ﬁon, AR SO R A
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