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CurisTiaAN INDEED;
Defc'riBedina

LETTER, &c

MK EOIOR L 1 RO ROCECONOK -
- GAIFer to ArLv-Ben-HayTon..

Dear Hayton, .

O U cannot be ignorant t‘ha,t the imper- -

. fe&, though awakening, Information gi-
‘o« Y ven me of the Chriftian Religion, by the
Englifp Slave, under Captivity, to our
bigotted Mahometan Neighbeur, Abdsla,

put me upon a reftlefs Defire of a farther Knowdedge

therein. This I was convinced could not be- ob-

" tained in my prefent unhappy Situation ; : being in &

Country, where it is Death to give the. leaft Sufpi-

cion of favouring the Chriftian Profeflion ; where.
every Eye, and every Ear, were dangerous-Watchers.
over ali my Behaviour : Therefore it was; with all.

the Caution neceffary, in fo hazardous an-Attempt,
1 hj}:pily got on Board the Expedition, bound.from

Conflantinople to-Lendon.
A3 ... When

-
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Win1 1 came on. Shore, as foon as I-had Op-
pertunty of making my Obfervations, I feund that
tae Chriftian - Religion was, 'insgeneral, profefled
throughout this Kingdom. But notwithftanding the
Purity it injoins, it appeared that the generality of
its Profeffors were very loofe in their Morals, pro-
phane in their Difcourfe, and debauched in their

Lives. They are alfo divided into many religious -

Selts, and what is' much’'to be deplored, each camy
their Oppofition, for the moft Part, againit the o-
ther to that Height of Inveteracy, as if they worfhipped
not the fame God. *

This put me upon farther Enquiry into the Prin-

ciples of the Chrittian Religion ; a Tafk diflicult e-

nough for a Stranger to undertike, who had then
but a fmall Acquaintance with the Exg/i/b Tongue.
Byt that Ispediment Was removed in a fhorter Time
than was expefled, by the Ailiflance of a humane,

{eber Gentleman, whofe Profedion was to teach the

Languages, and inftruct his Pupils in the Religion
of his Country. He took much Pains in teaching
ine both ; and furnifhed me with fuch Books as were
neceflary : Particularly of what they call the Bisl,
which is to Chriftiansy what the Alcicran is to the
Mahometans. T'his is their perfe& Rule of Faith,

.and tontains a Declaration of the Will of God,
with a full Account of future Rewards and Punjth-

.ments for the Good and Evil.

As I fead thefe facred Pages with an unprejudiced

"Mind, and a Defire of Intormation, I foon found

how miftaken I had been concerning the Terms of

- Man's Acceptance with Gop, and of his final Salva-

tion ; namely, that it was uot by Works of Righteouf-
nifs which we bad done, but according 1o, bis Merey be

Aaved us, by the Wafbing of Regeneration, aud the Rew.

wewing of the Holy Ghoft : And that He ttat en-
dureth to the End (in that Grace that lringeth Sal-

. vation) be fball be javed. I clearly faw accerding to

{.

this Book, That te bim that could nat wark, previous to
- 1
. » Vi

-
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his Juftification, dut Selieveth on Fofus .Chriff, bis
Faith, receiving and refting vpon him, is imputed
1o bim for Rightesufnefs. 1 faw alfo both the Na-
ture and.Extent of the moral Law: The Fall of
Man by the Tranfgreflion of Asam, our general
Root and Reprefentative : That the firit Covenant
being broken, Man was utterly unable to obtain Sal-
vation thereby: And that Jefus Chrift, the fecond
Adam, came into the World to be the Saviour and
living Head of all that believe in him: For them
‘he fulfilled the Law: For them he fatisfied divine
: g\zﬁice: And that the only Way to eternal Life was

" by receiving his Righteoufnefs imputed to them that
believe. -

When I began to underftand fomething of the
Differences amongft tne various Profeflors of Chrifti.
anity, I found them all remote from the Tenor of
Scripture ; that all within the .Circle of my Ag-
quaintance, feemed totally to neglect thofe Dog-
trines the holy Scriptures made abfolutely neceffary
to Salvation ; and warmly to contend for Forms and
Modes, and whatever the Bible was either quite fi-
lent about, or laid no Strefs upon. But what I
wondered at moft of all was, that thofe, who by
their Laws of their Country, were feparated from'
the reft of the People, to teach the Principles and
Pradtice of their holy Religion, were, for the moft
Part, the greateft Strangers to the Effence of the
Gofpel ! As for their Lives, they are as vain,
trifling and irreligious as any others. They frequent
all publick Theatres, Balls, and the vileft Affem-
blies. In fhort, they are d common Reproach, .a
publick Scandal, and the very Hindrance of others
Repentance.  But ftill they call themfelves the Mi-
nifters of the Gofpel, the Embafladors of Jefus
Chrift; and expe&t to be reverenced of all Men,

_ for being the Followers of his Humility, his Contempt
of the World, and Purity of Life.

- Upon

s
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Upon the whole, I could form no other Judgment
of the Divinity of tite Gofpel from-the Déportment
of the Bulk of its Profeffors, and efpecially of their -
Teachers, than that it was a cunning Fable, devifed
* only to agrandize a fet of Men that call them/elves the
Cleigy. ‘Their public Extiortations faintly recom-
mend 2 Condutt of Life, fuch as they themfelves are
moftly Strangers to; though it be no more than a
little dry Heathen Morality. From all this, I could fee
them in no other Light, than the very Betrayers and
Murderers of the God-Man, Chrift Jefus.

Thus, my dear Hayton, inftead of the-real Happi-
nefs I promifed myfelf in the Society of Chriftians,
and the glorious Privileges of their Religion, fo re- -
commended and adorned by that poor exiled Slave s .
I met with very litlé elfe here in this ‘Chriftian .
Land, ‘(fo called,) but Infidelity, and Profanenefs; .
which fore Difappointment hardened my Heart a-
gaintt all Religion whatever. What could I then :
conclude, but that the Bib/e was' aCheat, and their
Religion a Craft ? And I had well nigh refolved to .
loofe the Reins of my Paffion, and follow the-Multi~
tude to do-Evil.* _

But one Sabbath Evening' (and let me not forget .
that Day ! ) as I wastaking a folitary Walk, mufing |
on thefe Things, I paffed by a very crowded Affem-
bly of*People. Led as, I thought, by Curiofity ; .
I entered the Place with no little;Contempt in my .
Heart, But, O my Hayton! How fhall I defcribe -
the ftrange Emotions I felt, whilft Joy fet .upon |the
Countenances of thofe about me. The Solemnity of the
Place, and the awful Behaviour of the Aflembly was
fuch as I had never feen before ; and what ftruck me
with Wonder and deep Attention.” One Spirit feemed
to animate the whole Body ; and .What one Man of-
fered up in Prayer, the reft made their joint Requeft .
to Gop for. o :

O what
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© what I felt when I heard .the King of Kinga
addreft in thefe Words. Gird thy Sword upon
1by Thigh, O thou mofi Mighty, and in thy Majefly
ride profperoufly upon the Word of Trutb, Meeknefs and
Righteotfnefs. mmmmmm Thine Arrows are very foarp in
tbe Heart of the King's Enemies. T trembled ; and
though I doubted if I had not better fly away, I
could not, I dared not leave the awful Place. Prayer
being ended, from the facred Oracles, the Man
of G oo, read thefe Words, Except a Man be
-born again, be camnot fee the Kiggdom of God. He
fhewed both the Holinefs of that Goo, with wham
-we have to do, the great Defign of Redemption, by
Jefus Chrift, the Pravity of eur Souls, and the Nature
of that Happinefs which is fet before us, the ab-
folute Neceflity of being born again, in order to
~obtain a prefent Pardon, and perfevereto future Sal-
vation. He not enly proved .the Neceffity of our
‘Regeneration from thefe, and many -other fub-
-Rantial Arguments, -but there was {fomething like
-a Judgment - Seat.fet wp in my own Coanicience.
I .was by fome ‘Power, more than hesan, inditted,
jproved -gudlty, and .condemmed, The finfol Ac-
-tiens - of ymy Life were mow .laid open -before me:
«J was-compelled to affent.-to what I mever knew
before ; wnamely, That all my finful A&ions pro-
:ceeded from -a ocormupt’ Fountain ; a Nasure uni-
“verfally depraved and polluted. :Each Sentence lre

" fpake came with Authority and Convi&tion to my

Heart; efpecially fuch as thefe; Every Mouth muft
.be flopped, and all the World (even they -that have
not the written Law) become guikty before God. No
Man can redeem bis Brother, mor pive unte God .a
ranfome for bim. He #hat believeth on Fefus Chriff
Jball be fawed, -and be that believeth not fhatl be damned.
Now it was-that my Heart failed within me! .I
grogued in Spirit! I cryed, I.am undone ! My Sins
are gone over my*head. TheRemembrance of them
i&gtievous, sand the :Burden .of them is intolera-
6. -
When
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When all was ended, I ftrove with all’ my Might:
" to conceal the Confufion of my Mind from thofe
. happier Souls, + I was furrounded with, but fome
of them perceived my Concern; and one faid to-
me, with Tears in his Eyes, ¢ The Saviour of Sin-
“ners have Mercy on thee, and reveal himfelf to.
thy Soul! But, O my Load was great! I re-
turned with a heavy Heart. .

* When I entered my Clofet, I threw myfelf prof-
trate on the Ground, and attempted to pray. But
it was long before- ¥ could fpeak a Word. At
length, under fome Heart-Meltings, and in.broken.
* .Accents I cry’d out; ¢« O Lord, Gopo, the Maker of
¢ all Things, and the Governor of the World";
¢ unto thee all: Power Helongs; thou canft kill,
-% and make alive. Mercifully behold a-poor

* miferable Sinner. ruined and undone——
< I confefs, O Gop, that I have juftly deferved
-« eternal Death; and it is alone of thy fparing
¢ Hand that I am yet alive—————Thou canft ina
¢ ‘moment crafh me to Death, and in juft Ven.
.#¢ geance deftroy me for ever.———But, O my Gop !
. allorify thyfelf in the Salvation even of fuch 2
¢ Wretch.as I am. Q be merciful to me a
.+ Sinner-! For.the Sake of all thy Goodnefs,
¢ and all that whereby thou ‘makeft it known!
¢ Turn me,. even m¢, and fave me for ever and. °
« ever! - ‘ :

After fome time I rofe from the Ground; but in-

reat Diftraltion of Mind. . Some times I had

houghts ‘of going in fearch of the Preacher, in-
hopes of finding Relief from him ; but this-feemed :
impra&tible, it being now late in the Evening;:and
befides I know not where to feek him : Then I con-
condemn’d myfelf for.not having enquired where he
lived; and looked npon this Negle® as a bad
Omen. It now darted into my Mind whether or no
the Minifter I had heard was really a Man of like
Paffions with others or rather an Angel fent from
Gop. . In the Multitude of my Thoughts within me,
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]'oaft my Eye upon my quite neglofted Bible ; ‘which
1 h&ﬁforg ca;P:lne(slygthmw;g afide, finding it fo
litle segarded by the generallity of thofe called
Chrifians. [ read, and pondersed, and read on;s but
alas! every Line feemed to millitate againft me;
and. inflead of miniflering Relief, to encreafe my
Torment. I clofed the Book, and paufed, then
-opened it again, and found thefe Words, Tbe Sor-
rews of Death compaffed me, awd the Pains of Hell
gt bold upon me.: I foand Trouble and Sorrow. Then
called I upon the Name of the Eord; O Lord, I&-
Jeech thee, deliwes my Sowl. This Scripture, for a
Momeat, conveyed fome Light and Comfort to my
Diftrefs : Ifaw my Cafe.was not as 1 fuppoted, pe-.
caliar to myfelf. I faid, Surely this Man has been
ip like Trouble of Soul, and has. felt the Pains of
Hell too; and yetshe Lord gracioufly- delivered him’
Qut of alL R . '

: But this fmall Glimering of Light was foon ex-
tinguitbed : Al that Night I had no Reft. My
-Slumberings were attended with aftonithing Ter-
ror: Death, Judgment, and eternal Defiru&tion was
.ajl 1 conld fee, and all Icould hear; and a ters-
ble. Sound it was. The Preacher's Text was con-:
-timvally ringing in my Ears, Except a Man be born
again, -be cannet Jee the Kingdom of Heaven. For fome
Fimee I confined myfelf to.my Room ; hardly toek

{9 mnch Suftinance as was fufficient to preferve me
.alive. The Comforts-of this Life were now blafted.

I lay under fhasp Conviions. Tbe Arrows of the
Aimighty fluck faft in me: They dramk- up sy Spirits,
sobilff bis Hawd preffed me fore.: Then I cry’d, What
-yl 1 do t¢ be faved!. At other Times I was more
eafy ; iﬂmen under amazing Horror and Dread, be-
caufe I was fo thoughtlefs and ftupid while my Cafe
was-fo dreadful : 1 was often under- violent Temp-
tations to deftroy myfelf, and fo put an End to a
wsetched Life ; for I thought. furely the longer 1
live the, mor¢ Sinil commit; confequently my Pu-
nifhmens mufl be the greates in the End. Then

was .
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was T without Hope of Deliverance, and concluded,
the fooner I. put an End to my Mifery the better.
Now .and then I had a fmall tranfient Gleam of
Light, darting into my Soul, which for the Time
it lafted, gave me fome Hope of Deliverance ; at
leaft a Paradventure, that the Lord might have Mer-

cy on fo vile a Wretch as me!

At this Seafon I was led to difcover more clearly
the fecret Workings of Corruption in my Heart.,
The Spirit of Gop convinced me,. that my Under-
flanding was, by Nature, blind and ignorant. TilZ.
Gody, who caufed the Light to fbine out of Darknefs,
Jbines into the Heart, to give the Kmowledge of bis
Glory, in the Face of Fefus Chrif. 1 {faw more than
ever, that my Will was ftubborn and perverfe, even
to an Enmity -againft the.Law of Gop: Alfo that.
my Affetions were all diforderly, impure, fenfual,
and devilifh : And what was even beyond this, that I
could not love the Lord Jefus Chrift, who had done
and fuffered fo much on’'my Account! I felt that
all my Defigns wholly -terminated in myfelf. .I
was {piritually and rationally convinced, that for.
me to deny natural, meral, and religious Se//, and come
to Chriit as a poor, miferable, wretched, empty Crea-
ture, to live upon his Rjghteoufnefs forever; is as
fupernatural, and wonderful, as to fee the Mountains -
and Hills removed, and caft into the Depth of the
Sea. I now began to feel, more than ever, what I

“had before read in the Bible; but could not com- -

prehend—that Salvation was purely of Grace. That
nothing lefs than fovereign Grace could fave my
Soul from the Guilt and Dominion of Sin, and
initiate me into the glorious Privileges of he Sons of
Goo. A :

. During this Confinement, my courteous Friend,
who had before taken. fuch Pains to inftru® me’
in the .Manners apd Language of the Country,
made me a Vifit. -He was greatly furprized to fee
my Countenance fo fallen, and kindly enquired:

. o : ' inte

ol i P e e
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inte the Caufe. As he was a Teacher in Ifracl, and
one that I had often heard animadvert warmly on
the bad Behaviour of the generality of his Brethren ;
1 fimply related the Trouble I was in, and what I
apprehended was the Caufe of it; and what I more
than feared, muft be the fatal Confequence. . He
looked earneftly at me, and with Concern in his
Countenance reply’d, ¢ I pity your Condition
¢ from .my Heart. Your Diforder is 4 religious
¢« Diftration of Mind, which we call E.thuj-
¢ gfm. The Perfon yoor heard preach, who was
¢ the Caufe of your Trouble, is a grand De-
¢ ceivers One whofe conftant Employment is to
 turn the World upfide down ! Not being content
“ with our moft happy eftablithed Form of Reli-

¢ gion, he has got fome Novel, wild Chimerea’s in-

¢ his Head ; and being fired with the irritional ldeas
¢ of his own Brain, he. frightens his poor de-
¢ luded Followers out of their Senfes: Moft of
« whom are poor, illeterate Perfons, the wery Filth
< and Off-feouring of the World. My Advice to
« you, Sir, faid he, is mever to' go near them
¢« more by any Means. To attend the regular
« fated Service of our excellent Church. To go

¢ abroad into chearful Company ; {peak off that

corrofieve Melancholy, and refume your wonted
¢ fprightlinefs. God is a merciful Being, and -does
¢ not require fo much Stritnefs at our Hands.
¢ You may ufe the Pleafures of this Life, love
« the World, and go to Heaven too.”

I afked the Meaning of thofe Words, Except a
Man be borm _again, be canmot fee the Kingdom of
God, He faid, ‘¢ You muft be baptized, and lead
a.** moral, fober Life : Bus not think to receive the
¢ Holy Spirit.” - ‘
‘ N

Now I faw what he was; and knew that if he
was right, the Word of God was wrong. He left
me ﬁil? grievoufly opprefled and heavy laden with
§in. Iwas under the cleBareﬁ Convidtion, both from

what
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what the Preacher declared, and what I read in the
Bible, That no Righteoufnefs could ferve to juftify
my Perfon at the Tribunal of a juft and holy Gob,
but that which is altogether perfet, fully commen-
furate to the utmoft Demands of the moral Law.
This I more than faw was altogether impoffible for
me to perform. In fine, I found my Acquaintance
was a Phyfician of no Value, altdbgether-a Stranger
to my Diforder, and quite unacquainted with the
only fovereign Remedy for perithing Souls ; a 4/ind
Leader of the Blind: And I not willing to “fall into the
Ditch with him. :

I longed exceedingly for the Return of the next
Lord’s Day; refolvedg to go (notwithftanding all the
Dottor faid) to the fame Place, where Gop had fo

- wonderfully wrought upon my Soul before.

The blefled Morning being come, I worfhipped the
God of Heaven in fervent Prayer, committed my Body,
Seul, and Concerns to him, and begged, that this
Day might be a Feaft of Marrow and fat Things
to my Soul, and foon haftened to the Aflembly of
Saints. But as they began their Worthip fooner
than moft others, I was again a little too late.
The fame Minifter was there, and my very Heart
leaped at the Sound of his Voice. He was juft
taking thofe foul-reviving Words for the Subje® of
his Difcourfe—Come unto me all ye' that labour, and
dre beavy laden, and I will give you Reff. He told
us, that this was the Voice of our Lord Jefus
Chrift himfelf, inviting weary, hungry, perithing
‘Souls, to a Feaft of Mercy and Grace. And in
order to prevail upon his Hearers to accept the In-
vitation, he thewed; 1ft. That the Burden of Sin
is a heavy Burden. 2. That the Spirit of Gop al-
ways .makes us feel that Burden, and groan. to be
delivered, before we find Reft. 3. That Jefus-
Chrift only can give Reft to the weary Soul. 4.
That he will do it to all that comé-anto him :
Namely, to all that believe. He infifted: upo:!;a}l:[

: , : Zo 7 thefe
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thefe Points ; and was large in the Inferences he

drew from them. Then concluded in Prayer and
Praife.

During the whole Time, the moft devout Affeétions
were to be difcerned in the whole Affembly. As
for me, I found that every Word was exactly le-
velled at my Heart. He could not have {poke
more pertinately to my Cafe, if I had told him all
the Exercifes of my diftraéted Mind. I fometimes
thought he had furely been informed of all my
Grie%s ; and hence he direited his Difcourfe on/y
to me. He opened "all my Difeafe, probed the
Wound to the Bottom; and in Effe®, he fhook me
over the Mouth of Hell. Then he applied the

recious Balm of Gilliad; he preached Jefus Chrift

in all his Offices, efpecially as the glorious Phyfi-

cian, who heals the wounded Con{cience, for hia
own-Name-Sake. : ,

In the Application of the whole, he fhewed the
many Hindrances which lie in the Way; and the
perplexing Doubts and flavith Fears which poffefs
the burdened ' Confcience at its firt coming to
Chrift; and withall, how able and willing he is
to receive and give them Reft. My Sou] failed within
me. My Spirits funk under the Weight of a com-
fortable Hope, that Jefus would have Mercy om
me, even me! .

Juft as he drew to a Conclufion, he raifed his

Voice, and with great Earneftnefs quoted thefe
"Words; I, even I am be, that blutteth out thy Tran/-
greffions, for mine own Sake, - apd goill not remember thy
Sins, faiththe LORD. The'blel¥ed Spirit apply’d them
home to my Soul; and w‘#gy‘by the Finger of Gop,
upon the Table of my Heart, in a Moment, in
the Twinkling of an Eye, the Scales fell from my
Eyes! I beheld Fefus of Nazareth, by the Eye of
Faith, as evidently crucified before me———bear-
ing my Sins in his own Body on the acc’x}{fed

Tee
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Tree. The Prifon Doors were thrown open, my
Soul, that before was bound in Mifery and Ironm,
and locked up in the Prifon of Unbelief, was now
{et at Liberty. Gop helped me to come as a poor,
perithing, undone Sinner, and caft my Soul upon
Jefus Chrift! O he gracioufly received me ; and ac-
cording to the Multitude of his Mercies, and the
Faithfulnefs of his Promife, he bltied out all my
Sins! I received Chrift into my Heart, the Hope of
Glory: And he put a new Song in my Mouth, even
Praifes unto Goo for his diferiminating Grace!

’
'

——He hath lov'd me, Tcry’d,
He hath liv’d, and hath dy’d
To redeem fuch a rebel asme!

O, my dear Hayton, 1 cannot defcribe the thou-
. fandth Part of that Trafport of Joy, that fubftantial
Blifs, T then felt! and bleffed be Gop, ever mow,
while I am writing, I yet feet it'in my Soul. 1
was in a Moment.tranflated from Darknefs to Light ;
from Sicknefs to Health ; from Pain to Eafe ;
from Mifery to Happinefs; from Bondage to Li-
berty ; from Death to Life: Yea, 1 may wuly
fay, from Hell to Heaven!

Had I but one With left, it thould be, that my
dear Friend, even whilft he reads the Language of
my happy Soul, might tafle and fee baw goo and
gracious the Lord it | might himfelf feel the Sweetnefs,
Life and Power of Chrift! ., :

Well, my Soul, ( thro’ Gop !) fhall always re-’
‘member thez, my Hayton ! and when I bow before
the Throne of Jefus, O let my Prayers come up be-

- "fore him, and be heard for you /'

Now I degan to live. From this Moment com-
menced my Jpiritual and eternal Life ; which is hid
with Chriff in God. Jefus Chrift is become to me
a Head ‘of Influence, and I daily receive out of bis

' S . s " Fubnefs




(7))

Fulnefs, Grace fir Grace. The whole Body of Sin

is condemned in the Flefh, and has already received

its mortal Wound. Jefus gave me to drink of

the living Water, and ‘it flows, and ever will flow

unto eternal Life. The Sun of Righteoufnefs’
fhines with a New Light into my Underflanding,

fets a New Byafs to my #i//, and all the P4/~

fions and Affetions of my Soul, run in a New

Channel. 1n a Word, the Holy Ghoft has wrought

a real, thorough Change in my Heart; all old

Things are done away, and all Things are be-

come New: For being now become dead to the

Law, and- married to Chrift, I am enabled to -
bring forth Fraits unto GO D.

But O! whenI view my Intereft it CurisT, and

" confider, that an inexhauftable Fund of Grace, Strength, -
and Rigbteoufnefs, is lodged for me .in the Re- -
. deemer’s Hands ; this proves the fweeteft and moft
powerful Engagement to all evangelical Obedience, .
and the only fpring of all true Confolation. ~ |
- May the dear- Emanuel - draw thy Heart into."
Union ‘with' his. glorious Peffoh, which is eternal
Life! Then, and not till then; ;{qp fhall enjoy a i .
Kingdom of Heaven in your own Breaft, a very .
Paradife in your Soul, unfpeakably better than
what the A/choran deludes us-with a falfe Expe&ta- --
tion of. . .

If it bo fo, my dear Hayton, as it reallyis, that
alt real Chriftians are thus happy in a2 World of -
Woe, and under the Incumbrances of Fleth and -
Blood, How tranfcendantly glorious, how unfpeak- -
ably happy muft they be, when thefe Impediments -
are removed ? When the Soul becomes  at Li.-
berty to range the whole Paradife of Gop; and
tafte the Joys of infinite Delights! "And thus fhall
it-be done unto-every Man, whom Jefus delights to..’
homnour., : :

“T By I mufk
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I muft farther relate to you, That when T had -
the Happinefs of being acquainted with the Evan-~
geliff that firft brought the glad Tidings to my
Ears, and by whofe Miniftry the Grace of Gop, -
_ reached my Heart, I related my Experience to him,,
and a few of his intimate Friends. O how did they.

. weep for Joy over me! They firengthened my -
Faith in Chrift, aud gave Glory to Gopn, wha
had added another loft Sinner to his militant -
Church. Thefe knew how to fympathize with me,.
when I lay under the Wrath of GOD, the Curfes
of the Law, and the Terrors of Comfeience ; for, by, N
comparing Netes, our Experiences exaélly tallyed, as |
Face anfwereth Face in a Glafs. ‘

But here, give me leave to make a few . Obfer-
vations of another Kind.

The Chriftian Religion is, I prefume, not only
to be demonftrated by the Spirit's fecret Operations
in.the Soul, but it may be proved from rational .
- Grounds, to be a Syflem altogether agreeable

to right Reafon, and the moral fitnefs of Things.
For what fo fit for, and fuitable f0s, a loft, uyns.
godly, helplefs Sinner, as an, All-fufficient Sa-
v viour ? What fo {uitable to the Weary, as Reft ;
to the Hungry, as Bread; to the Thirfty, as Wa-
ter ; to the Naked, asa Garment; to the Blind, af
Sight, &c. All thefe, and many more ftriking
Metaphors, has the Holy Spirit moft eligantly bor-
rowed from the Creature, to fhew how reafonable
a Thing it is, that we fliould believe on the Lors .
Jesus gﬂnls'r, unto eternal Life.

. No.Man can be forced to believe againft his
Reafon, or love againft his Will, or defire againtt -
his Inclination. Therefore the Spirit of Gob firft
enlightens the Underftanding that it may difcern;
the Will and Affeftions then naturally flow after.
The Seul is firfk drawn to Jefus as if it would
not come; and then it comes as if it were not

' , drawn

7
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drawn. He dreww me with the Cords of Love, as
with the Bands of a Man. And this is & faithful
Saying, and wml? of all Acceptation (even of our
enlightened Age! ) Tbat Coriff Fefus came inte
the World to fave Simmers.

And I found, That the greateft Part of

thofe, whom 1 have been fpeaking of, could
each fay for himfelf, from the real Experi.
ence of the Heart, Fefus Chrifp bath lwed me, .
and given bimfelf for me. And the whole of their
Deportment, and Converfation in the World,
fhews them to be, Perfons full of genuine Humi.
lity, unaffe@ted Serioufnefs, being mild and gentle ;
" free from all felfifth Defign; wholly devoted to
Jefus Chrift, and earneftly feeking the Good of
all their Fellow-Creatures, And yet (wonderful.
to relate ! ) thefe People are contemned by al-
moft all Profeflors, both Teachers and Hearers.
Yea, they are perfecuted, and loaded with all
the Obloquy that inveterate Malice can fuggeft ;
and all the Oppofition they can contrive, given
to cipl'event the {preading of the glorions Gofpel,
an

the Increafe of the genuine Followers of the |

“exalted Redeemer. = Nay, thofe that difagree in
all other religious Points, yet are unanimous in
i&ls That they will root out, if poffible, their

emorial from the Face of the Earth.

- But notwithftanding all the Oppofition they
meet with, the Meeknefs, Patience, and Perfe-
verance of thefe Chriftians, both Minifters and
People (for I-underftand there are many more of
the fame Spirit) furmounts all Difficulties; and
their Numbers daily increafe.) And why not? fee-
ing the wonderful Converfions that are among
them, are furely enough to engage the greateft-
Sceptick in Religion, to believe that the mighty
Power of Gop is with them ! '

R
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O that our Counery-men would but admit this true
Gofpel. of Chrift amongft them:! furely if it. were
preached-by fome.af thefe defpifed Meflengers.of the
living .Gop, .they would, I doubt not, ‘thro’dizine
Grace, embrace the Truth, as it is in Jefus ; and
be a Reproach to this Nation, who refift the Calls :
of Gop: -And though they are calléd by .his

Name, will not have this Man, .this: God-Man ~

“Chrift Jefus, to seign over them. .

Oh! how fatally fuccefsful has the Enemy of
Mankind -been, by epgaging-in his Intereft that
very Power, which by primitive Gofpel Inftitution
was ordained as a Barrier between the People and:
his fubtil Inventions.!” Surely he has gained his-
Point, by bribing the Watcbmen with Riches, Power,.
and Pleafure ; fo that while they riot in luxurious:
Eafe, the poor Souls, under their miftaken Care, fall-
an. eafy, willing Sacrifice to his rapacious Power.-
Wa, wo, to the #archmen, and wo to the Pegple !
for the Carelefnefs of #ofe, will not extenuate the-
Guilt. of thefe.  If the Blind lead the Blind, both:
fpall fall in the Ditch tigether. . But every Soub:
fhall be required at:the Watchman’s Hand.

. It-appears to me, that this:corrupt Mimifiry is a
greater Enemy to their Nation than the moft for-
midable Powers about them ; for tbof, at the worft;«
can but annoy them in their temporal Intereft,
but befe wound them deeply in temporal -and eter-
nal, at the fame Time; inafmuch as if we:
pra&tifed the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and lived
by the Faith of the Son” of Gob, it could not
. fail of engaging the Arm of Omnipotence in she

Defence of both: Then, . having our Anchor with-
~in the Veil, we might juftly triumph with thofe -
worthy Heroes of old, who through Fsith, fubdued

Kingdoms, wrought . Righteoufuefs, obtained Pronifts,
Siopped the Mouths of Lisus, quenched the Violenice -of =

Fire
/)
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Fire, efcaped the Edge of the Sword; .out of Weak-
»efs were made firong, waxed valiant in Fight, and
turned to flight the drmies of the Aliens. Whereas,
on the contrary, a diffolate, debauched, profane
Life, a Land full of Infidelity, muft caufe the
d;vine Majefty, of Heaven, to rife up againft
them. ’ S

I fhould fwell my Letter to too great a
Length, fhould I purfue my Inclination on this
Subjett : But what I have faid, I hope, through
the Afliftance of divine Grace, will excite your
Defires and Diligence to become acquainted, ex-

perimentally acguaintsd, with the Doltrines of the
Gofpel. ' '

Oh, Hayton! did you but know the Joy of
believiog i Jesus Curist, and the Heaven I
enjoy in Communion with him, it would foon
wean you from your fuperftitious, and fruitlefs
Pilgrimages to Mec«ca and Arafata, in honour of a
grand Impofture; and engage you to come, and
Jee the Salvation of GOD,

If it pleafe the RepeemEr to breathe on thefe
Lines, this humble Attempt to inform your judg-
ment, and awaken yeer Confcience, fo that they
are brought with Convi&ion to your Heart, I -
fhall (if the Lorp pleafe ) fend you another
Letter, to give you a brief Account of the
Dolrines, Praftice, and Difcipline. The Of-
ficers, Members, Glory and Symetry of a

Church of CurisT, according to the Bible-
Plan. ’ .

. Farewell, my dear Friend | May the contem-
ned Nazareme, bring thee to a Knowledge of
thyfelf, and a Knowledge of his Pardoning i‘ove.
which is eternal Life ! :

Then




 Then you will not envy our great Sultan his
Glory, but be happy, unfpeakably happy, . in
your own Breaft,

As~ is, .

Your joyful,.

\

Self-exited Friend, &e.

- GAIFER:

&0
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HYMNS.

Of our high prieit above ;
His heart is made of tendernefs,
~His bowels melt with love. -

W ITH joy we medltate the grace

.8 Touch’d with a fympathy within,

He-knows onr feeble frame ;
He knows what fore temptations mean,
For he hath felt thc {ame.

3 He, in the days of feeble flefh,
Pour’d out his cries and tears,
And in his meafure feels afreth
What every member bears.

.4 He’ 1l never quench the fmoaking flax,
" But raife itto a flame ;
The bruifed reed he never breaks,
Nor fcorns the meaneft name.

-5 Then let our humble faxth addrefs
His mercy and his pow’r ;
We fhall obtain deliv'ring grace
In the diftrefling hour.

HYMN

v
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HYNM &

‘W AKE my heirt, anfe my tongue,
Prepan'e a tuneful voice’; 3, ’
dn Gop, the life of all my joys,*
Aloud will I rejoice. -

2 *Tis he adprn’d my naked fopL
“And mdde falvation fiine ;. *
* Upon a poor polluted wormr oL
He makes hns mercies fhines - *'¢ .

..

RN

Pl @R e

E 3 And left the Ihadow of é fpot o
Should on my foul be found, By

He took the robe the Sav’our wrought
- Apd caftit all around

4 How far this heav’ nly 'obe excéeds
What earthiy princes wear V' ’
Thefe ornzments how bright they- fhine l
How white the garments are ! A

I8}

-5 The Spirit wrought my faith and lovc, e

And-hope aud ev'ry grace; .
But Jefus fpent his life to work. . )
The rohe of nghteonfnefn. '

6 Strangely, my foul; art thou array d -
By the great facredxh:ep 5 .
In iweeteit harmony of praife, SO
Letallthy pr = - o
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