
This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized  
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the  
information in books and make it universally accessible.

https://books.google.com

https://books.google.com/books?id=rXdjAAAAcAAJ


853

b.1











This ed: is not in the Brit: Mus

here is a copy ofthe 4thEd. 178-9
thes in the tuuseum .



1

:

TOH E

85351

CHRISTIAN INDEED ;

DESCRIBED IN A

LETTER

FROM

Gaifer to Aly-Ben-Hayton.

We speak that we do know.

ولح

LONDON:

Printed in the Year, MDCCLVII.



7
B
R
I
T
I
S
H

30

1
7 31



THE

CHRISTIAN INDEED ;

Deſcribed in a

LETTER, &c.

GAIFER to ALY-BEN-HAYTON.

DearHayton,

Y

OU cannot be ignorantthat the imper-
fect, though awakening, Informationgi-

& ven me ofthe Chriſtian Religion, bythe

English Slave, under Captivity, to our
bigottedMahometanNeighbour, Abdala,

putmeupon a reſtleſs Defire ofa farther Knowledge

therein. This I was convinced could not be ob-

tained inmypreſent unhappy Situation ; being ina

Country, where it is Death to give the leaft Suſpi-

cion of favouring the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; where

everyEye, and every Ear, were dangerous Watchers

over all my Behaviour : Therefore it was, with all

the Caution neceſſary, in ſo hazardous an Attempt,

I happily got on Board theExpedition, boundfrom

ConftantinopletoLondon.

A3 When
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When I came on Shore, as foon as I had Op-

portunity of making my Obſervations, I found that

the Christian-Religion was, in general, profeſſed

throughout this Kingdom. But notwithstanding the

Purity it injoins, it appeared that the generality of

its Profeffors were very looſe in their Morals, pro-

phane in their Diſcourſe, and debauched in their

Lives. They are alſo divided into many religious

Sects, andwhat is much to be deplored, each carry

their Oppofition, for the moſt Part, against the o-

ther to thatHeight ofInveteracy, as iftheyworshipped
not the fame God.

This put me upon farther Enquiry into the Prin-

ciples of the Chriſtian Religion ; a Taſk difficult e-

nough for a Stranger to undertake, who had then

but a ſmallAcquaintance with the English Tongue.

But that Impediment was removed in ashorter Time

than was expected, by the Aſſiſtance ofa humane,

fober Gentleman, whoſe Profeffion was to teach the

Languages, and inftruct his Pupils in the Religion

of his Country. He took much Pains in teaching

meboth ; and furnished me with fuch Books as were

neceffary : Particularly of what they call the Bible,

which is to Chriſtians, what the Alchoran is to the

Mahometans. This is their perfect Rule of Faith,

and contains a Declaration of the Will of God,

with a full Account of future Rewards and Punish-

ments for the Good and Evil.

As Ireadtheſe ſacredPages with an unprejudiced

Mind, and a Defire of Information, I foon found

how miſtaken I had been concerning the Terms of

Man's Acceptance with God, and ofhis final Salva-

tion; namely, that itwas not by Works of Righteous-

ness which we bad done, but according to his Mercy be

faved us, by the Washing of Regeneration, and theRe..

newing of the Holy Ghost : And that He that en-

dureth to the End ( in that Grace that bringeth Sal-

vation) be shall besaved. I clearly faw according to

thisBook, That to bim that could not work, previous to
1:
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his Juſtification, but believeth on Jesus Chrift, bis

Faith, receiving and reſting upon him, is imputed

to himfor Righteousness. I saw alſo both the Na-

ture and Extent of the moral Law : The Fall of

Man by the Tranſgreſſion of Adam, our general

Root and Repreſentative : That the firſt Covenant

being broken, Manwas utterly unable to obtain Sal-

vation thereby: And that Jesus Chrift, the ſecond

Adam, came into the World to be the Saviour and

living Head of all that believe in him: For them

he fulfilled the Law: For them he ſatisfied divine

Juſtice: And that the only way to eternal Life was

by receiving his Righteousness imputed to them that

believe.

When I began to understand ſomething of the

Differences amongst the various Profeſſors ofChrifti.

anity, I found them all remote from the Tenor of

Scripture ; that all within the Circle of my Ac-

quaintance, ſeemed totally to neglect thoſe Doc-

trines the holy Scriptures made abfolutely neceffary

to Salvation ; andwarmly to contend for Forms and

Modes, and whatever the Bible was either quite fi-

lent about, or laid no Streſs upon. But what I

wondered at most of all was, that thoſe, who by

their Laws of their Country, were feparated from

the rest of the People, to teach the Principles and

Practice of their holy Religion, were, for the moſt

Part, the greatest Strangers to the Effence of the

Goſpel ! As for their Lives, they are as vain,

trifling and irreligious as any others . They frequent

all publick Theatres, Balls, and the vileſt Affem-

blies. In short, they are a common Reproach, a

publick Scandal, and the very Hindrance of others

Repentance. But ſtill they call themselves the Mi-

nifters of the Gospel, the Embaſſadors of Jefus

Chriſt; and expect to be reverenced of all Men,

forbeing theFollowers ofhis Humility,his Contempt

of the World, and Purity of Life.

Upon
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Upon thewhole, Icould formno otherJudgment

of the Divinity of the Gospel from the Deportment

oftheBulk of its Profeſſors, and eſpecially of their

Teachers, than that it was a cunning Fable, deviſed

only to agrandize a ſet of Men that call themselves the

Clergy. Their public Exhortations faintly recom-

mend a Conduct ofLife, ſuch as they themselves are

mostly Strangers to ; though it be no more than a

littledryHeathen Morality. From all this,I could fee

them in no other Light, than the very Betrayers and

Murderers oftheGod-Man, Chrift Jefus .

Thus, my dear Hayton, instead of the real Happi-

neſs I promised myself inthe Society of Chriftians,

and the glorious Privileges of their Religion, ſo re-

commended and adorned by that poor exiled Slave ;

Imet with very little elſe here in this Chriftian

Land, (fo called,) but Infidelity, and Profaneneſs ;

which fore Disappointment hardened my Heart a-

gainst all Religion whatever. What could I then:

conclude, but that the Bible was aCheat, and their

Religion a Craft ? And I had well nigh resolved to

looſe the Reins ofmy Paſſion, and follow the Multi-

tude to doEvil.

But one Sabbath Evening (and let me not forget

thatDay ! ) as Iwas taking a folitary Walk, muſing

on theſe Things, I paſſed by a very crowded Affem-

bly of People. Led as, I thought, by Curioſity ;

I entered the Place with no little Contempt in my

Heart. But, O my Hayton ! How shall I deſcribe

the ſtrange Emotions I felt, whilft Joy fet upon(the

Countenancesofthoſe aboutme. The Solemnityofthe

Place, and the awful Behaviour of the Aſſembly was

ſuch as I had never seen before ; and what ſtruck me

withWonder anddeep Attention. One Spirit ſeemed

to animate the whole Body ; and what one Man of-

feredup in Prayer, the reſt made their joint Requeſt

toGop for.

what
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what I felt when I heard theKing ofKings

addreſt in theſe Words - Gird thy Sword upon

thy Thigh, O thou most Mighty, and in thy Majesty

ride prosperously upon theWord of Truth, Meekness and

Righteousness. Thine Arrows are very sharp in

the Heart of the King's Enemies. I trembled ; and

though I doubted if I had not better fly away, I

could not, I darednot leavethe awful Place. Prayer

being ended, from the ſacred Oracles, the Man

of GOD, read theſe Words, Except a Man be

born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God. He

ſhewed both the Holiness of that God, with whom

we have to do, the great Design of Redemption, by

Jeſus Chrift, the Pravity ofour Souls, and the Nature

ofthat Happineſs which is ſet before us, the ab-

folute Neceffity of being born again, in order to

obtaina preſent Pardon, andperſevere to future Sal-

vation. He not only proved the Neceffity of our

Regeneration from theſe, and many other fub-

ſtantial Arguments, but there was ſomething like

a Judgment - Seat ſet up in my own Confcience.

I was by ſome Power, more than human, indicted,

proved guilty, and condemned. The finful Ac-

tions of my Life were now laid open before me:

Iwas compelled to affent to what I never knew

before; namely, That all my finful Actions pro-

ceeded from a corrupt Fountain ; a Nature uni-

verſallydepraved and polluted. Each Sentence he

ſpake came with Authority and Conviction to my

Heart; eſpecially ſuch as theſe ; Every Mouth must

bestopped, and all the World (even they that have

not the written Law) become guilty before God. No

Man can redeem bis Brother, nor give unto God a

ransome for bim. He that believeth on Jesus Chrift

Shall be saved, andbe that believeth not shallbedamned.

Now it was that my Heart failed within me ! I

groaned in Spirit ! I cryed, I am undone ! My Sins

are gone over myhead. TheRemembrance ofthem

is grievous, and the Burden of them is intolera-

ble.

When

1

1
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Whenallwas ended, I ſtrove with all my Might

to conceal the Confufion of my Mind from thoſe

happier Souls, I was furrounded with, but fome

of them perceived my Concern; and one faid to

me, with Tears in his Eyes, " The Saviour of Sin-

ners have Mercy on thee, and reveal himself to

thy Soul! " But, O my Load was great ! I re-

turned with aheavyHeart.

WhenI entered myCloſet, I threw myſelf prof-

trate on theGround, and attempted to pray. But

it was long before I could ſpeak a Word. At

length, under ſome Heart-Meltings, and in broken.

Accents I cry'd out ; " O Lord, God, theMaker of

" all Things, and the Governor of the World';

" unto thee all Power belongs ; thou canst kill,

" and make alive. Mercifully behold apoor

" miferable Sinner ruined and undone

" I confefs, O GOD, that I have juſtly deſerved

" eternal Death ; and it is alone of thy ſparing

" Hand that I am yet alive Thou canst in a

" moment crush me to Death, and in juſt Ven-
86

geance deſtroy me for ever.But, O my GOD !

" glorify thyself in the Salvation even of ſuch a

" Wretch.as I am. O be merciful to me a

" Sinner! For the Sake ofall thy Goodneſs,

" and all that whereby thou makeſt it known !

" Turn me, even me, and ſave me for ever and.

" ever!

After ſome time I roſe from the Ground; but in

great Distraction of Mind. Some times I had

Thoughts of going in search of the Preacher, in

hopes of finding Relief from him; but this ſeemed

impractible, it being now late in the Evening ; and

beſides I know not where to seek him : Then I con-

condemn'd myselffor nothaving enquired where he

lived; and looked upon this Neglect as abad

Omen. It nowdarted intomy Mind whether or no

the Minifter I had heard was really aMan of like

Paſſions with others or rather an Angel ſent from

GOD. In theMultitude of my Thoughts withinme,
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Icaſt myEye upon myquite neglectedBible; which

I had before carelessly thrown afide, finding it fo

little regarded by the generallity of thoſe called

Chriſtians. I read, and pondered,andread on; but

alas! every Line ſeemed to millitate againſt me;

and instead of miniftering Relief, to encreaſe my

Torment. I cloſed the Book, and pauſed, then

opened it again, and found theſe Words, The Sor-

rows of Death compafſſed me, and the Pains of Hell

gat bold upon me : I found Trouble and Sorrow . Then

called I upon the Name of the Lord; O Lord, I be-

feech thee, deliver my Soul. This Scripture, for a

Moment, conveyed ſome Light and Comfort to my

Diſtreſs: I saw my Cafe was not as I ſuppoſed, pe-

culiar to myſelf. I faid, Surely this Man has been

in like Trouble of Soul, and has felt the Pains of

Hell too; andyet the Lord graciously deliveredhim

outofall.

But this ſmall Glimering of Lightwas foonex-

tinguished : All that Night I had no Reſt. My

Slumberings were attended with astonishing Ter-

ror: Death, Judgment, and eternal Destruction was

all I couldfee, and all I could hear; and a terri-

ble Sound it was. The Preacher's Text was con

tinually ringing in myEars, Except a Man be born

again, be cannot see the Kingdom ofHeaven. For fome

Time Iconfined myself to my Room ; hardly took

ſo much Suftinance as was ſufficient to preſerve me

alive. The Comforts of this Life were now blaſted.

I lay under ſharp Convictions. The Arrows of the

Almighty stuck fast in me: They drank up my Spirits,

whilst bis Hand preffed mefore : Then I cry'd, What

must 1 do to be faved! At other Times I was more

eaſy; then under amazing Horror and Dread, be-

cauſe I was ſo thoughtless and ſtupid while my Cafe

was ſo dreadful : I was often under violent Temp-

tations to destroy myself, and ſo put anEnd to a

wretched Life; for I thought furely the longer I

live the more Sin I commit; conſequently my Pu-

nishment must be the greater in the End. Then

Was
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wasIwithoutHope of Deliverance, and concluded,

the fooner I put an End to my Miſery the better.

Now and then I had a ſmall tranſient Gleam of

Light, darting into my Soul, which for the Time

it laſted, gave me ſome Hope of Deliverance ; at

leaſt a Paradventure, that the Lord mighthaveMer-

cy on ſo vile a Wretch as me !

At this Seaſon I was led todiscover more clearly

the fecret Workings of Corruption in my Heart.

The Spirit of God convinced me, that my Under-

ſtanding was, by Nature, blind and ignorant. Till

God, who caused the Light to shine out of Darkness,

Shines into the Heart, to give the Knowledge of his

Glory, in the Face of Jesus Christ. I saw more than

ever, that my Will was ſtubborn and perverſe, even

to an Enmity against the Law ofGOD: Alſo that

my Affections were all diſorderly, impure, ſenſual,

and devilish : And what was even beyond this, that I

could not love the Lord Jesus Chrift, who had done

and fuffered ſo much on my Account ! I felt that

all my Deſigns wholly terminated in myſelf. I

was ſpiritually and rationally convinced, that for

me to dony natural, moral, and religious Self, and come

to Chriſt as a poor, miferable, wretched, empty Crea-

ture, to live upon his Righteousness forever ; is as

ſupernatural, and wonderful, as to fee the Mountains

and Hills removed, and caft into the Depth of the

Sea. I now began to feel, more than ever, what I

had before read in the Bible; but could not com-

prehend that Salvation was purely ofGrace. That

nothing less than ſovereign Grace could ſave my

Soul from the Guilt and Dominion of Sin, and

initiate me intothe glorious Privileges of he Sons of

GOD . :

During this Confinement, my courteous Friend,

who had before taken ſuch Pains to inſtruct me

in the Manners and Language of the Country,

mademe a Viſit. He was greatly furprized to fee

my Countenance ſo fallen, and kindly enquired

into
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into the Cauſe. As he was a Teacher in Ifrael, and

one that I had often heard animadvert warmly on

the bad Behaviour ofthe generality ofhis Brethren ;

I ſimply related the Trouble I was in, and what I

apprehended was the Cause of it; and what I more

than feared, must be the fatal Conſequence. He

looked earnestly at me, and with Concern in his

Countenance reply'd, I pity your Condition

" from my Heart. Your Diſorder is a religious

" Diſtraction of Mind, which we call Enthusi-

66

afm. The Perſon your heard preach, who was

" the Cauſe of your Trouble, is a grand De-

" ceiver: One whoſe conſtant Employment is to

" turn the World upside down ! Not being content

" with our most happy eſtabliſhed Form of Reli-

" gion, he has got ſomeNovel, wild Chimerea's in

" hisHead; andbeing fired with the irritional Ideas

" of his own Brain, he frightens his poor de-

" luded Followers out of their Senſes : Most of

"whom are poor, illeterate Perſons, the very Filth

" and Off-Scouring of the World. My Advice to
“

you, Sir, ſaid he, is never to go near them

"more by any Means. To attend the regular

" ſtated Service of our excellent Church. To go

" abroad into chearful Company ; ſpeak off that

" corrofieve Melancholy, and refume your wonted

" ſprightlineſs . God is amerciful Being, and does

" not require ſo much Strictneſs at our Hands.

" You may use the Pleaſures of this Life, love

" the World, and go toHeaven too."

I aſked the Meaning of thoſe Words, Except a

Man be born again, be cannot see the Kingdom of

God. He said, " You must be baptized, and lead

a" moral, ſober Life : But not think to receive the
"

Holy Spirit."

Now I saw what he was; and knew that if he

was right, the Word of God was wrong. He left

me ſtill grievously oppreſſed and heavy laden with

Sin. Iwas under the clearest Conviction, both from

B what
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what the Preacher declared, and what I read in the

Bible, That no Righteouſneſs could ſerve to justify

my Perſon at the Tribunal of a just and holy God,

but that which is altogether perfect, fully commen-

furate to the utmoſt Demands of the moral Law.

This Imore than ſaw was altogether impoſſible for

me to perform. In fine, I found myAcquaintance

was a Phyſician of no Value, altogether a Stranger

to my Disorder, and quite unacquainted with the

only fovereign Remedy for periſhing Souls ; a blind

Leader ofthe Blind: And I notwilling to fall intothe

Ditch with him .

I longed exceedingly for the Return of the next

Lord's Day; reſolved to go (notwithstanding all the

Doctor faid) to the ſame Place, where God had fo

wonderfully wrought uponmy Soul before.

Thebleſſed Morning beingcome, I worshipped the

GodofHeaven in fervent Prayer, committedmyBody,

Soul, and Concerns to him, and begged, that this

Day might be a Feast of Marrow and fat Things

to my Soul, and ſoon hastened to theAſſembly of

Saints. But as they began their Worship fooner

than most others, I was again a little too late.

The ſame Minister was there, and my very Heart

leaped at the Sound of his Voice. He was juſt

taking thoſe ſoul-reviving Words for the Subject of

hisDifcourſe-Come unto me all ye that labour, and

are heavy laden, and I will give you Rest. He told

us, that this was the Voice of our Lord Jeſus

Chrift himself, inviting weary, hungry, periſhing

Souls, to a Feast of Mercy and Grace. And in

order to prevail upon his Hearers to accept the In-

vitation, he ſhewed; ift. That the Burden of Sin

is a heavy Burden. 2. That the Spirit ofGod al-

ways makes us feel that Burden, and groan tobe

delivered, before we find Reſt. 3. That Jeſus

Chriſt only can give Reft to the weary Soul. 4.

That he will do it to all that come unto him :

Namely, to all that believe. He inſiſted upon all

theſe
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theſe Points; and was large in the Inferences he

drew from them. Then concluded in Prayer and

Praife.

During thewholeTime, the moſt devout Affections

were to be difcerned in the whole Aſſembly. As

for me, I found that every Word was exactly le-

velled at my Heart. He could not have ſpoke

more pertinately to my Cafe, if I had told him all

theExerciſes ofmy distracted Mind. I ſometimes

thought he had ſurely been informed of all my

Griefs ; and hence he directed his Diſcourſe only

to me. He opened all my Diſeaſe, probed the

Wound to the Bottom ; and in Effect, he shook me

over the Mouth of Hell. Then he applied the

precious Balm ofGilliad ; he preached Jeſus Chrift

inall his Offices, eſpecially as the glorious Phyfi-

cian, who heals the wounded Confcience, for his

own Name-Sake.

In theApplication of the whole, he ſhewed the

many Hindrances which lie in the Way ; and the

perplexing Doubts and ſlaviſh Fears which poſſeſs

the burdened Conſcience at its firſt coming to

Chrift; and withall, how able and willing he is

to receive and give them Reſt. My Soul failedwithin

me. My Spirits funk under the Weight of a com-

fortable Hope, that Jeſus would have Mercy on

me, even me!

own and willnot

Juſt as he drew to a Conclufion, he raiſed his

Voice, and with great Earnestneſs quoted theſe

Words ; I, even I am be, that blotteth out thy Trans-

greffions, for mine Sake, remember thy

Sins, faith the LORD. The bleffed Spirit apply'd them

home to my Soul ; and wrote by the Finger ofGod,

upon the Table of my Heart, in a Moment, in

the Twinkling of an Eye, the Scales fell from my

Eyes ! I beheld Jesus of Nazareth, by the Eye of

Faith, as evidently crucified before me -bear-

ing my Sins in his own Body on the accurſed

Tree
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Tree. The Priſon Doors were thrown open, my

Soul, that before was bound in Mifery and Iron,

and locked up in the Prison of Unbelief, was now

ſet at Liberty. God helped me to come as a poor,

periſhing, undone Sinner, and caft my Soul upon

Jeſus Chrift ' O he graciously received me ; andac-

cording to the Multitude of his Mercies, and the

Faithfulness of his Promise, he blotted out all my

Sins ! I received Chriſt into my Heart, the Hope of

Glory : And he put a new Song in myMouth, even

Praiſes untoGOD for his difcriminating Grace!

He hath lov'd me, I cry'd,

He hath liv'd, and hath dy'd

To redeem fuch a rebel as me!

O, my dear Hayton, I cannot defcribe the thou-

fandth Part of that Traſport of Joy, that ſubſtantial

Blifs, I then felt! and bleſſed be God, even now,

while I am writing, I yet feel it in my Soul. I
was in aMoment tranſlatedfrom Darkness to Light ;

from Sickness to Health ; from Pain to Eafe ;

from Mifery to Happiness ; from Bondage to Li-

berty ; from Death to Life: Yea, I may truly

fay, from Hell to Heaven !

Had I but one Wiſh left, it ſhould be, that my

dear Friend, even whilft he reads the Language of

my happy Soul, might taste and see how good and

gracious the Lord is ! might himselffeel the Sweetness,

Life and Power of Chriſt !

Well, my Soul, ( thro' God !) ſhall always re-

member thee, my Hayton ! and when I bow before

the Throne ofJeſus, O let my Prayers come up be-

fore him, and be heard foryou!

Now I began to live. From this Moment com-

menced my spiritual and eternal Life ; which is hid

with Chrift in God. Jeſus Chriſt is become to me

aHead of Influence, and I daily receive out ofbis

Fulness
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A

Fulness, Grace for Grace. The whole Body of Sin

is condemned in the Fleſh, and has already received

its mortal Wound. Jeſus gave me to drink of

the living Water, and it flows, and ever will flow

unto eternal Life. The Sun of Righteousness

ſhines with a New Light into my Understanding,

fets a New Byaſs to my Will, and all the Paf-

fions and Affections of my Soul, run in a New

Channel. In a Word, the Holy Ghoſt has wrought

a real, thorough Change in my Heart ; all old

Things are done away, and all Things are be-

come NEW: For being now become dead to the

Law, and married to Chriſt, I am enabled to

bring forth Fruits unto GOD.

But O ! when I view my Intereſt in CHRIST, and

confider, that an inexhauſtable Fund ofGrace, Strength,

and Righteousness, is lodged for me in the Re-

-deemer's Hands ; this proves the ſweetest and moſt

powerful Engagement to all evangelical Obedience,

and the only ſpring of all true Confolation.

May the dear Emanuel draw thy Heart into

Union with his glorious Perfon, which is eternal

Life ! Then, and not till then, you shall enjoy a

Kingdom of Heaven in your own Breast, a very

Paradife in your Soul, unspeakably better than

what the Alchoran deludes us with a falfe Expecta---

tionof.

Ifitbo fo, my dear Hayton, as it really is, that

all real Chriſtians are thus happy in a World of

Woe, and under the Incumbrances of Flesh and

Blood, How tranſcendantly glorious, how unſpeak-

ably happy muſt they be, when theſe Impediments.

are removed ? When the Soul becomes at Li-

berty to range the whole Paradife of God ; and

taſte the Joys of infinite Delights ! And thus ſhall

it bedone unto every Man, whom Jeſus delights to..
honour.

:

B5 Imuk



( 18 )

1

I must farther relate to you, That when I had

the Happiness of being acquainted with the Evan-

gelift that first brought the glad Tidings to my

Ears, and by whoſe Ministry the Grace ofGoD

reached my Heart, I related my Experience to him,

and a few of his intimate Friends. O howdid they

weep for Joy over me! They ſtrengthened my

Faith in Chriſt, aud gave Glory to God, who

had added another loſt Sinner to his militant

Church. Theſe knew how to ſympathize with me,

when I lay under the Wrath of GOD, the Curſes

of the Law, and the Terror's of Conscience ; for, by
comparing Notes, our Experiences exactly tallyed, as

Face answereth Face in a Glaſs.

But here, give me leave to make a few Obfer-

vations of another Kind.

The Chriftian Religion is, I prefume, not only

to be demonſtrated by the Spirit's ſecret Operations

in the Soul, but it may be proved from rational

Grounds, to be a Syſtem altogether agreeable

to right Reason, and the moral fitness of Things.

For what fo fit for, and ſuitable too, a loft, un

godly, helpless Sinner, as an All -fufficient SA-

VIOUR ? What ſo ſuitable to the Weary, as Reft ;

to the Hungry, as Bread ; to the Thirsty, as Wa-

ter ; to the Naked, as a Garment; to theBlind, as

Sight, &c. All theſe, and many more ſtriking

Metaphors, has the Holy Spirit moſt eligantly bor-

rowed from the Creature, to ſhew how reaſonable

aThing it is, that we ſhould believe onthe LORD

JESUS CHRIST, unto eternal Life.

No Man can be forced to believe against his

Reaſon, or love against his Will, or defire againſt

his Inclination. Therefore the Spirit ofGOD firſt

enlightens the Understanding that it may difcern ;

the Will and Affections then naturally flow after.

The Soul is first drawn to Jeſus as if it would

not come ; and then it comes as if it were not

drawn
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drawn. He drew me with the Cords of Love, as

with the Bands of a Man. And this is a faithful

Saying , and worthy of all Acceptation (even of our

| enlightened Age ! ) That Christ Jesus came into
the World to fave Sinners.

And I found, That the greatest Part of

| thoſe, whom I have been ſpeaking of, could

each ſay for himself, from the real Experi-

ence of the Heart, Jesus Christ bath loved me,

andgiven himself for me. And the whole of their

Deportment, and Converſation in the World,

ſhews them to be, Perſons full of genuine Humi.

lity, unaffected Seriouſneſs, being mild and gentle ;

free from all ſelfiſh Deſign ; wholly devoted to

Jeſus Chriſt, and earnestly seeking the Good of

all their Fellow-Creatures. And yet (wonderful

to relate ! ) theſe People are contemned by al-

moſt all Profeſſors, both Teachers and Hearers.

Yea, they are perfecuted, and loaded with all

the Obloquy that inveterate Malice can ſuggeſt ;

and all the Oppoſition they can contrive, given

to prevent the ſpreading of the glorious Goſpel,

andthe Increaſe of the genuine Followers of the

exalted Redeemer. Nay, thoſe that disagree in

all other religious Points, yet are unanimous in

this That they will root out, ifpoſſible, their

Memorial from the Face of theEarth.

But notwithstanding all the Oppofition they

meet with, the Meekness, Patience, and Perfe-

verance of theſe Chriftians, both Minifters and

People (for I understand there are many more of

the fame Spirit ) ſurmounts all Difficulties ; and

their Numbers daily increaſe.) And whynot? fee-

ing the wonderful Converfions that are among

them, are furely enough to engage the greatest

Sceptick in Religion, to believe that the mighty

• Power ofGOD iswith them !

Othat
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Othat ourCounery-menwouldbutadmitthis true

Gospel of Chriſt amongst them ! ſurely if it were

preachedby fome af theſedeſpiſed Meſſengers ofthe

livingGod, they would, I doubt not, thro' divine

Grace, embrace the Truth, as it is in Jeſus ; and

be a Reproach to this Nation, who refift the Calls

ofGoD : And though they are called by his

Name, will not have this Man, this God-Man

Chrift Jeſus, to reign over them..

Oh! how fatally ſucceſsful has the Enemy of

Mankind been, by engaging in his Intereft that

very Power, which by primitive Goſpel Inſtitution

was ordained as a Barrier between the People and

his fubtil Inventions ! Surely he has gained his-

Point, by bribing theWatchmen withRiches, Power,

and Pleaſure ; ſo that while they riot in luxurious

Eafe, the poor Souls,under their mistaken Care, fall

an eaſy, willing Sacrifice to his rapacious Power.

Wo, wo, to the Watchmen, and wo to the People !

for the Careleſneſs of those, will not extenuate the

Guilt of these. If the Blind lead the Blind, both

shall fall in the Ditch together. But every Soul

ſhall be required at the Watchman'sHand.

It appears to me, that this corrupt Ministry is a

greater Enemy to their Nation than themoſt for-

midable Powers about them ; for those, at the worst,

can but annoy them in their temporal Intereſt,

but thesewoundthem deeply in temporal and eter-

nal, at the fame Time ; inaſmuch as if we

practifed the Gospel of Jesus Chrift, and lived

by the Faith of the Son of God, it could not

fail of engaging the Arm ofOmnipotence in the

Defence ofboth : Then, having our Anchor with-

in the Veil, we might juſtly triumph with thoſe-

worthy Heroes of old, who through Faith, fubdued

Kingdoms, wrought Righteousness, obtained Proniſes,

topped the Mouths of Lions, quenched the Violence of

Fire
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Fire, escaped the Edge of the Sword; out of Weak-

ness were madetrong, waxed valiant in Fight, and

turned to flight theArmies of theAliens. Whereas,

on the contrary, a diffolate, debauched, profane

Life, a Land full of Infidelity, muſt cauſe the

divine Majesty, of Heaven, to rife up againſt

them.

I ſhould ſwell my Letter to too great a

Length, ſhould I pursue my Inclination on this

Subject : But what I have faid, I hope, through

the Afſiſtance of divine Grace, will excite your

Defires and Diligence to become acquainted, ex-

perimentally acquainted, with the Doctrines ofthe

Gofpel.

Oh, Hayton ! did you but know the Joy of

believing in JESUS CHRIST, and the Heaven I

enjoy in Communion with him, it would foon

wean you from your ſuperſtitious, and fruitleſs

Pilgrimages to Mecca andArafata, in honour of a

grand Impoſture; and engage you to come, and

Jee the Salvation ofGOD.

If it pleaſe the REDEEMER to breathe ontheſe

Lines, this humbleAttempt to informyour Judg..

ment, and awaken your Conſcience, ſo that they

are brought with Conviction to your Heart, I

ſhall ( if the LORD pleaſe ) ſend you another

Letter, to give you a brief Account of the

Doctrines, Practice, and Diſcipline. The Of-

ficers, Members, Glory and Symetry of

Church of CHRIST, according to the Bible-

Plan.

a

Farewell, my dear Friend ! May the contem-

ned Nazarene, bring thee to a Knowledge of

thyſelf, and a Knowledge of his Pardoning Love,

which is eternal Life !

1

Then

1
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Then you will not envy our great Sultan his

Glory, but be happy, unspeakably happy, in

your own Breaft,

As is,

Your joyful,

Self-exiled Friend, &c.
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HYMNS.

ITHW joywe meditate the grace
Ofour high priest above ;

His heart is made of tenderneſs ,

Hisbowels melt with love. -

3 Touch'd with a ſympathy within,

Heknows onr feeble frame ;

Heknows what fore temptations mean,

Forhehath felt the fame.

3 He, in the days offeeble fleſh,

Pour'd out his cries and tears,

And in his meaſure feels afreſh

What every member bears .

44 He'll never quenchthe fmoaking flax,
But raiſe itto a flame ;

The bruiſed reed he never breaks,

Nor ſcorns the meanest name.

5 Then let our humble faith addreſs

Hismercy and his pow'r ;

We ſhall obtain deliv'ring grace

Inthe diſtreffing hour.
:

HYMN
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A

HYN M IH.

WAKE my heart, arife my tongue,

Prepare a tuneful voice ;

InGOD, the life ofall myjoys,

Aloud will I rejoice.

2'Tis he adorn'd my naked foul,

And made falvation mine ;

Upon a poor polluted worm

Hemakes his mercies ſhine.

3And left the ſhadow ofa ſpot

Should on my foul be found,

He took the robe the Sav'ourwrought

And caft it all around .

y

4How far this heav nly robe excèeds

What earthly princes wear !'

Theſe ornaments how bright they ſhine !

Howwhite the garments are!

5The Spirit wrought my faith and love,

Andhope and ev'ry grace;

But Jeſus ſpent his life to work

Therobe ofrighteouſneſs.

6 Strangely, my foul, art thou array'd

Bythegreat facredthree ;

In fweetest harmony ofpraife,

Let all thy pow'rs agree.
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