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Isaran lv. 4.

Let the wicked forfake bis way, and the un-

righteous man bis thoughts ; and let bim re-

~ turn unto the Lord, for be will bave mercy

upon bim, and to vur God, for be will abusi-
dantly pardon. '

T may be dccouhted osé of our many
mercies, that we are called upon from the

" Throne, * To humble ourfelves this day,
« before Almighty God, in order to obtain par-
¢« don of our fins, and in the thoft devout
“ manner to fend up our prayers and fuppli-
#¢ cations to the Diviné Majefty, for averting
¢ thofe heavy judgments which our mani-
“ fold fins and provocations, have moft juft-
¢« ly deferved.” This is a duty incumbeiit
‘apon fallen creatures at all- times, but efpeci-
ally at this awful and critical conjun&ure.

Hitherto indeed it Has been the happinefs
of thefe nations (and of thefe only) to be mer-
cifully preferved from the comnion defola-
tions of war. But who that fears the Lord,
who that has even the bowels and feeling of -
a man, but muft deeply lament and bewail the
prefent face of affaits in Europe { How many
large and fruitful provinces (not very diﬁaﬁt/
from us) have been turned into a Wildcrnefs,/
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and are now almoft uncultivated and uninha-
/ bited, the cities depopuiated and laid in athes,
i the country ruined, the inhabitants flaughter-
' ed with all the wantonnefs of favage barbarity,
i without diftin&tion of rank, fex, or age! In-
| deed the Lord is pleafed to preferve us in peace
!"in the midft of general ruin, * W are a people
_faved of the Lord, compaffed about as with a
-wall of fire. But fhould we not be deeply con-
cerned for others ? and have we not reafon to
tremble for ourfelves ? for are we better, more
moral or deferving, than thofe who have {uf- -
fered fuch great things? Would to God it were
fo.—But it is to be feared that we have equal-
ed, if not exceeded the Proteftant ftates abroad
in the practice of thofe evils, for which they
-are now vifited. We, even we, -} are a fnful
.nation, a people laden with iniquity, a feed of
evil-doers, . who bave forfaken the Lord, and
provoked the Holy One of Ifracel to anger. The
‘voice of common fenfe and obfervation con-
firm the royal proclamation which aflerts this
.to be our cafe : and the mouth of the Lord
“hath fpoken it, § That except we repent, we foakl
all likewife perifh. A
. It hasbeen of late the general defire of the
‘nation, as well as the ardent prayer of every
_good man, 'to fee peace reftored, and the de-
vouring fword fheath’d : but if we may form
“a judgment from the {pirit and temper of the
‘times, from the enormous height of -every
kind of wickednefs amongft us, we cannot but
ftill fear, the much defired object is far frombus.
. v ' There

¢ Zah 5. f Vaiahig4 % Lukexii 3, 5.
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& There is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked.
Surely unlefs the Lord appears for us, unlefs
fovereign grace interpofes, to bring us to
unfeigned repentance, to believe in the Lord
- Jefus Chrift, and to walk in newnefs of life,

we have the greateft reafon to fear, - that all

thefe things are byt the beginning of forrows,
that the heavy judgments our manifold fins
have fo juftly deferved, will at length fall upon
us with redoubled fury, and the whole land
be devoured by the fierce jealoufy of the Lord
of bofts. 2 :

~ In this evil day, when a deluge of fin has
overflowed the nation, and a deluge of wrath
feems—yea, more than feems, to be near at
hand, blefled are they who have made the
Lord of hofts, the Holy One of Ifrael their
timely refuge: blefled likewife are they who .
are happily inftrumental in leading others, to
{ecure themfelves in this fafe retreat.

. The words of our text point to the only’
afylum from the impending ftorm. Lez the
wicked, of every rank and denomination, for-
Jake bis way, the evil way he has been addict-
-ed to, and walked in with delight : and let the
unrighteous man forfake bis thoughts—the
thought ef finning with impunity, the thought
of dependance upan an arm of flefh, or of ob-
taining falvation, without a vital union to the
edorable Jefus, and ap experimental know-
ledge of his righteoufnefs, ftrength, and grace;
and let bim return unto the Lord, from whom
he hath fo deeply revolted, and 0 our God, our
. 2 co-
8 [lfaiah lvii. 21. + Matth. xxiv. 8, '
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Profane world. ¥ My Sabbath you fhall keep,
Jor it is a fign between me amiy you, that you
may know that Iam the Lord tlw* do fanéig[y
you. . The Sabbath is the Chriftian’s choifeft
_day, where he gathers the firft fruits of an
eternal harveft, and obtains a foretafte of his
;everlafting reft. . But alas! how is this blefled
day, which God has (as it were) inclofed from
common time, laid wafte and proftituted to the
vileft purpofes ! fpent in the fervice of the de-
wvil, in_the gratification of:every vain and fil-

thronging the highways and fields, the ale-

houfes and taverns, vifiting and rioting on the.
Lord's-day? + Aad fhall net I vifit for thefe -
things faiththe Lord, fball not my jmd be aven- -

«J thy luft. What thoughtle(s crowds are feen

ged on fuch a nation as this? - .
‘¢ Itisa mournful truth, that we can hardly
awvalk the fireet in any city, town or village,
22y, 3 oo 7%’74 bt/ our ears. are made .to tingle, our hearts
wounded and torn, by horrid oathsand curfes.
\ —This fin has brought the heavy curfe of God
" upon whole nations; and for this unfruitful
work of darknefs, I our Jand mourneth, and the
people thereof languifh. Alas| what will- be-
come of us when that dreadful threatning fhall
be fulfilled : || Every one that foeareth fball be
cut off, the curfe of tlze Lord fhall remain in the
midft of bis boufe, and fball confume it with the
timber thereof, and the flomes thereof; for- the

} ‘anauth of the Lord bath fpoken it
! ~And
* Ex. xxxi. 13. + Jer.v. 9. t Hofeaiv. 2, 3.
| Zech. %. 3, 4. a ' . Lo
‘FL
i?,




(7)) |
. - And if we take a view of the more fober-and
moral part of the nation, it will perhaps afford
us a ftronger evidence than any we have yet
produced, that our dand is filled with fin, and
nearly ripe for deftrution,—~Communion with
God is the very foul of true religion, the life,
health, and food, of the real Chriftian ; and
God himfelf has given it as the very mark
of a reprobate, * zhat be calls not upon the
Lord, be worfbips bim nat as God, either in
the family or the clofet. If this is true, how
many fouls and families in this kingdom are
dead while they live—~—dead in fin, dead to God,
prayerlefs and lifelefs ! I {peak not only of the
ignorant and profane, but of many whofe an-
ceftors were once (within a -century) burning
and fbining lights, the glory of the land, adorn-~
ed with every moral virtie and chriftian grace.
They rcould fay with the ‘favoured apoftle,
F Truly our fellowfbip is with the Father, and
with bis Son Jefus Chrift . but how very diffe-.
rent the prefent generation! for.the moft part
corrupt intheir principles, andloofe in their mo-
rals. Inftead of reading the good word of God,
inftruing children and fervants, and praying
with their farhilies, thefe have adopted dan-
cing and cards, routs and aflemblies, with
every {pecies of modern vice and folly « their
practice fpeaks louder than words, this lan-
guage to ‘God ¥ Depart from us, for we defire
not the knowledge of thy ways, and that fcrip~
. ture is awfully fulfilled, ||as 2 &5 with the
- pegple, fo it is with the praefls. . : '
‘ ' Our .

* Plal. xiv, + 1 Fobnis 3. 1 Fob xxi. 14.
i wa.‘_s Jobni. 3 T 4
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Our manifold fins and provocations are high=
ly aggravated by the abufe of abundant; pecu:
liar, diftinguithing mercies—To -inftance in
temporal things : our ifland may be ftiled Eden,
the garden of the Lord, in comparifon of many
other countries. We are favoured with a mild

Z,climate and fruitful foil. What plenty and vari-
ety of every neceffary, and every delicacy, to
fupply our tables, to feed, cloath, and adorn -
our bodies, and to make our habitations plea-
fant and commodious? The Lord * Aarh not
left bimfelf without witnefs amongft us, in that
be bath done us good, and given us rain from
beaven, and fruitful feafons, flling our bearts
with food and gladnefs—How have- we been
mercifully fpared, when zbe defon of deftruc-
tion hath {wept -away thoufands of thoufands
in other nations within thefe few years, by
earthquakes, peftilénce, famine, and - fword?
Other nations have been terrified with' the roar:
ing of cannons, the noife of drums and trum-
pets, the piercing groans of dying men, the
dreadful fhricks of violated  women, and the
unavailing cries of helplefs infants ; while we

jave fit in peace and fecurity, and none are permit-
ted to make us afraid. How greatly are we di-
ftinguifhed asa free people, in thefull poffeffion

of our liberties and properties, under the mild

and gentle government of our #az7ve and moft
gracious fovereign George the Third. Under

him (as in times paft under his royal ancef-

tors) we are favoured with all the liberty of
confcience, that'a Britain or a Proteflant can

' ' defire;

/

* Ads xiv. 19, 1

P L A R A....i..’-x.‘..__ o :



(9) .
defire ; and no defpotic power, or arbitrary |
proceedings, no deviation from law or juftice, |
no petfecution for confcience fake, have had |
the leaft countenance from the throne. o
_ How wonderfully has the providence of God
been difplayed in our. favout, during the courfé,
of the prefent war with- France ! The Lord
has given us fuccefs in every quarter of the
globe ; and the whole world has admired the
wifdom and moderation of our’ King, the una~
nimity of his councils, and of his fubje@s, and
the intrepid behaviour of his forces; and at this
hour, tho” we are engaged in the moft exten-
_five and expenfive war we were ever congerii-
“ed in, the vshqlc'xg":,rcfr‘f wears the face of plen=
ty ind joy. | e

‘Now what have been our returns for ah
thefe miercics, for fo many natural advintages,

peculiar privileges, and memorable vittories and -

acc}uiﬁtions ? Alas! my heart. chills and re«
coils at the refle@ion—The whole nation feems
elated with pride and arrogance, .infoxicated
with the pernicious fumes of idlenefs ‘a,’nd,lqﬁ
ury : in a word, a&uated by a {pirit of diffipa-
tion, lévity, and frenzy. While we have heard
of the calamitiés of our neighbours, we have

en bufied in contriving new fcenes of diver-
»ﬁ‘):)p and folly, to prévent. (if pofiible) the giddy
. multitude from giving way to the leaft fobér

thought: for this our theatrical entertainmentsy -

were -prolonged, and every new invention ap-
plauded and encouraged.” The general cty|
was,* Who will fhew us any good? any new farce |

4 c . )

*® Plamiv. 6.



. turn to the Lord for all his benefits.

( 10)
to keep upthe {pirit of diffipation, and to thutout
reflection. Whether we are called to laugh at
our ownvices, or with the celebrated Minor,and
other impious tradls, to ridicule both the word
and the works of Febovab; no matter what is
chofen for.the fubject of drollery, provided it
will furnith a low jeft and a loud laugh; any
thing will go readily down in this degenerate
age. * Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolifb
people and unwife ? let reafon and conicience
fay, if fuch a condu as this is a fuitable re-

" Our gofpel privileges are inexpreffibly great
and valuable beyond all others, and in this
‘point we have been ftill more remarkably di-
ﬁin’gui(hed than in temporal mercies. * Oh;
how have we been always favoured, and efpe-

cially how are we at this time favoured, + wizh

“the light of the knowledge of the glory of God,
Sbining upon us in the face of Fefus Chrift !
Surely } be bath not dealt fo (in all refpééts)
with any nation. The gofpel of God our Saviour

is the vifible token of ]eibvah.’é;ptefc’nce.é‘,lfthe,'
glory and excellericy of a people, and their

beft fecurity, when it is thankfully entertain-

‘ed ; butalas! our abufe of thi$ metey, of this
blefling of bleflings, is ftill more flagran than

all our other crying abominationis.” Have we.
not loathed this light bread ? in ‘every revivil of

vital godlinefs ; have || we not mocked the mef-

Jengers of God, defpifed bis words,. and mif-
ufed bis prophets! And have we not the jufteft
® Dewt.xxxil. 6. 4 2Cor,ive 6. 1 Pfalm. cxlvii. zo.

| 2 Chrom. xxxvi. l’6. \
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rounds of fear, that on this account at leaft;
if for no other, the wrath of God will foon arife
againft us, and there will be no remedy.

So much for the firft point—Let us con-

fider, Secondly, The reafons we have to fear,

that the Lord will fhortly vifit us for thefe,

things.

Do we not hereby take up arms againft the
living God ? Is not this in effe® faying with
the profeffors of old, who oppofed the weep-
ing prophet—* As for the word which thot
baft [poken to us in the name of the Lord, we

will not hearken to thee, but we will do whatfs-"

ever thing proceedeth out of our own mouth ;=
and can we reafonably expeét, that the holy
and juft God will view fuch an infolent con-
du& with indifference, and fuffer us to add
iniquity to fin with impunity ? No, faith the
. Lord, + If ye will walk contrary to me, I alfp
will walk contrary to you, and I will chaflife
you feven times more for your fins ; and are we
a match for the Almighty? Do we provoke the
Lord to jealoufy? are we firomger than be?
Can we thunder with a voice like bis? § O, it
is a fearful thing to fall,’as an enemy, into

the bands of the living God 2. Whatever plea- -

fures fuch abominations may promife for a mo-
ment, the end of thefe things is mifery and
death.

How hath the Lord dealt with other ftates
and communities in fimilar cafes? Where are
all the proud monarchs and monarchies, re-
' ' C2 corded

* Yeremiab xliv, 16, 17. Ct Lew. xxvi. 27,
t Heb. x. 31, . - .
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corded in ancient hiftory? the Chaldeans, the
Mez/es, and Pet:ﬁ;m:, the Greeks and Romans 2
Thefe were each in their turn raifed to the
height of glory, power, and renowp : but fin,
thcgvcry ﬁgn uidel:owhxch rztaz?f%roans and
totters at this junure, in a little time occas
fioned their deftruction! They once faid in
their hearts (as we may now) * 7 /ball be a lady

jbr ever ; but the Lord bumbled their bigh looks,

and laid them in the duft for an Aftomfhmcﬁt,
+ and an bifing, and perpetual defolation.
Confider how the Lord dealt with his own
people the Fews, who by many valuable priz
vileges were diftinguifhed from all the nations
of the carth. How often, and how fcv;r;tl)g :
were they vifited for the abufe of thefe privi,
leges, and for their murmurings, revoltings,
and dxfobcdlcn;c? they were chaftifed with
famine, peftilence, and fword, till at. length
they § bung their barps upon the willows, and
wept by the rivers of Babylon for feventy years;
capnves in a ftrange land Neither did their
captivity amend them, they fill contipued 2

difobedient and gainfaying people : they ftoned

the prophets, they rejected the Lord of life
and glory, they perfecuted his apoftles and fol-
lowers, till at length the meafure of their ini-
quity was filled up, and then wrath came upan
them o the uttermoft. ~According to the aw-
ful predi&ions of our bleffed Lord, the holy
city and temple were burnt, their cml and ec-
clefiaftical polity totally deftroyed, the whole

. pation rooted out from the land, and the few

who
ushig.  fTmow 3Pl e b




(13 )
-who efcaped the fword of the Romans, are di-
fperfed and purfued by the vengeance of God
unto this day.

Hereafter when the Son of Man fhall ap-
pear in his glory, to Judgc all mankind at his
tremendous bar, every individual muft give ap
account, each for himfelf, of the deeds done
in the body. In that dgy ;hc Lord will vindi-
cate and illuftrate before men, angels, and de-
vils, the harmonv and honour of ‘all his dlvmp
perfe&nons, in the full, free, and final falva-
tion of his people, thro’ the blood and nghtc-
oufaefs of our exalted chus as alfoi in adjudg-
ing the wicked, to eternal torment, for their
fins and impenitence.  But political communi-
tiey are in their own nature purely temporal,
~and exift only in this world: therefore nati-
onal fins, if perﬁﬁ:ed in, muft be pumfhed
with natignal ‘and vifible punithments, And
this the Lord will furely do, for the honour of
his holy name and word, to fop the mouths
of blafphemerg, and to convince the world.
that ¥ be is of purer eyes than to bebold ;. iniguity.
The unalterable rule of his provxdence with
communities, is clearly manifefted both in his
aword and in his works. In his word he de-
clarcs, + at what inflant I fhall /}eak concern-
ing @ nation, to build and to Pplant it, if it do evil
in my fight, that it obey not my voice 5 then I will
repent of the good wherewith I faid T would be-
wefit tbem 3 T will take away the hedge there-
qf, aml it _/ball 6¢ eatm up, and éreak down the

wall

" Hab, i, 13. T Jer. xviii. 9, 10. x [/amb iii. 5




-

’

( 14 )
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avall thereof—T will lay it utterly wafle, it fhall

-not be pruned nor digged—1I will command the
clouds that they rain wo rain upon if. Thefe

. ‘threatnings were fignally accomplithed upon

‘Jerufalem, and have been awfully confirmed
by the hiftory of every age and country.

And has not the Lord a controverfy with
Britain alfo? Do we not fin againft the cleareft
convi&ion? Do not the voice of confcience, the
word and providence of God, ftand like che-
rubims with a flaming {word to deter us? and

'yet we are ruthing madly upon ruin and de-

ftruction. We who are favoured with fo many
ineftimable privileges, cannot fin fo cheaply as
othet nations. We are of thofe, * who £now
to do good, but do it not, and therefore may
jultly expect to de beaten with many firspes, and
to receive the greater condemnation. B
Think not an arm of fleth can deliver us,
that our fleets or armies can fthield us from the
anger'of God. 4 Curfed is the man that putteth
-bis truft in an arm of flefb. To depart from
God, and depend upon creatures is vile idola-~
try. I When Epbraim [pake trembling, was
diffident and humble, be exalted himfelf in I~
rael, the Lord gave him fuccefs; bur wben be
offended in Baal he died. To depend upon war-
riors and patriots for fafety, is no lefs vain and
impious, than with thofe of old to cry out, O
Baal, fave us—for whatever we confide in, is
properly our idol, and will provoke the Lord
fooner or later to blaft our vain hopes. Some
perhaps think themfelves clear of this charg;—
. " they

® Lukexiivy. 4 Jeroavinge 3 Hfoxiil 1.
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they. meddle notwith public affairs, but have
the fpirit of Gailio, who cared for none of thefe
things." But have you not an ‘idol 'in fecret?
ds you indulge no eafy-befetting fin, no fraud, -
adultery, envy, or mualice, no’ omiffion of
known duty? Is there néthing of which you
fay in your heart, * My power, and the might
of my band bath gotten me this? Hear the word
of the Lord, 4 Curfed be the ‘man that makes
an’ idol, and putteth it in a fecret place. It is
~all one whether it be in the cheft of the thop,
in the barn or’ the houfe, in the clofet, the
ftudy, or ‘the heart. A fecrét idol will ex-
ofe you to an’'open curfe, and- they that- are
curfed of God fhall be cut off. ‘Or will you
fay I am free from this charge likewife, I pray,
faft, and give alms—=Itis o far well, and yet
“this, if it goes no farther, will leave you with--
out qxcufé - Vital religion is at a very low* ébb
amongft‘us,” and the form .of godlinefs with-
out the power is of n6 value.’ < Men may cond
fefs ‘their fins' without' real forfow, may fy
theit prayers without tride devotion; and hear
the word ‘without living: faith ‘or' fetvent love 5
and all fuch fervices are an abpmination ¥ the .
Lord.” 'To fuch. perfons‘the Lord éf Hofts
faith, 1 T'bave no plegfure ini you, neither’ will
I accépt of an offering at 'your-band. Let me
afk—have you a deep fenfe of your loft ftate
by nature ? has the lgoly and juft law of God
been broughit home to your: confciences, in its
{piritual nature and extent ?"are you convinced,
i * Deut. viii. 17. ) 4 Dest. xxvii, 18. )
3 Mal. i 10,
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that * 2ll our own righteoufucfles aré no bitter
than filthy rags® And do you in every att of
worfhip draw nedr to God, relying only on the
efficacious blood and perfet rightéoufnefs of
our exalted Jefus? if not—give me"leave to
affure you, that you are to this day ftrangers
to that inward fpiritual worthip which God re-
‘ guircth. Your prayers and devotions. are no

etter than the fuperftitious worfhip of the
Athenians, who had altars -and infcriptions,
+ To 2be dnknown God. And the Lord hath
declared to fuch worfhippers as you, f I bafe,
1 defpife jour folemn affemblies, and your faft
days ; foritisa people that bave no underfland-
ing, therefore be that made them will bave no
mercy on them, and pe that formed them will
Joerw thes no fqvaur. . T T
~ I proceed to confidér thé third pomf propos
fed, The fure and only retreat from th¢ im-
pending danger, pointed out in the gracious in-
vitation and promife 10 our text, Let bim réturn
diito. thé Lord, and be will have mercy upon
biny and o our Gid, for be will gburidinfly
pardpi. T T T
" To return, fuppofes a deep Ienfe of our
fevolt and danger.  We fhalf not think of re-
turhing to the Lord,. till we are truly affected
with' the diftapce and feparation which our
fins have made, aind the evils which on this
account ‘we havé juftly deferved. This has
been the method of grace from the beginning,
both with individuals and nations, The fir
ray of mercy that beamed upon fallen Adam,
Co - found
* Naiak Ixiv.6. 4 A xvii.33. 1 Laiab xxvii, 13.
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found him in a humbled ftate, trembling under
the apprehenfion of guilt and punifhment;
* be was afraid. We read likewife of the
great city Nineveh, that when they feared the
judgments denounced by the Prophet, and
humbled themfelves before the Lord, 4 zbe
Lord alfo repented of the evil that be fazd be
would do unto them. And if we view the gof=
pel difpenfation, as revealed .in the New Tef-
tament, we fhall find the fame order. qbfcrvcd,
Our Savnours forerunner,, Fobny f:iqme. in the
{pirit and power:of. Elias, preaching repens
tance, to humble and wound the-hearts of thofe
fecure and proud firtpers, ;hq ffq'm, that. thcy
might by repentance;;avert the, hegyy Judgs
ments that threa,tencdrt,hcmh and regeive remif
Soon of their fins. - And when our Liord himfelf
commiffioned his difeip]es to preagh.the. gafpel,

with a promife of 'his {piritual-prefence to- the
end . of the world; he . tells th em qhe Spirit
fhould work by tl}elr miniftry ip . this order,
~fhou1d firt convinge of ﬁn, that all the world
are in a. finful and. condemned. fate ; » and ‘thcn
of || righteoufuefs, drawing and. snabling con-
vinced finners to return. fo the Lotd, to belieye
on Jefus,Chrift for righteoufnefs and, falvation.

And the famt; methed, Peter clofely purfued
in that remarkablq Sermon, which had fuch
gloridus fuccefs,.that-§ three thoufand turned to
the Lord at once: They fisft had mocked and
faid, that thefe men were: drunk with new wine
‘but when the I@:d coqvmced them by the

v ool aPuﬂlcs

® Gen i 1 + Fonab iii. 6— 1 Luke iii.
ﬂj’a/mxvx 9; 5?!&:3 A3 > R s
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apoftle’s difcourfe, of their fin and danger,
t};:gy were pricked in their hearts, and earneftly
cried out, 2fen and brethren, what fball wwe do
This method, in which our wife Redeemer
always cayrics on. his purpofes of grace and
love, by humbling and wounding thofe whom -
he defighs to heal and exalt, does evidently
tend moft to the glory of God, is meft fuit-
able to the nature of man, and moft condu+

cive to the general good of hla people

" 1. It tends moft to the glory of God. A
convinced finner no longer *’ lorzes #n bimfelf,
and in the work of bis own bang thus all boe/i-
eﬁl 15 excluded, pride and felf-confidence aba- .
fed, and the praife afcribed to the Lord alone ;
and the nehes of divine mercy and grace are il-
luftrated, by the finner’s free confeffion of
his unworthmefs and mifery., Thus he dealt
with his people ; he delivered them from
Egypt, he led them thro* the fea, he fed
them in the wildernefs, he brought them back
from Babylon, but not till they were forely
prcﬁd b hen' enemies ; convinced of their
owna infu ncy, bewailed their fins, and were
‘cut off from every hope and help but in the
‘Lord alone. In like mannerto the diftrefied,
the thourners, and broken-hesrted, Chrift is

fent, and to thofe only he Is welcome. For,
2. It is moft fuitable to the nature of man.
“Fallen man is averfe to the faving grace of God: -
,He is naturally devoted to fin, felf, and the
creature, and will never go to Chritt for hap-
pmcﬁ, until he is vm:y of thefe miferable
| cqm-

® Hyf. xiv.
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comforters.. Hence arifes the neceflity of fee-
ing and feeling the exceeding finfulnefs of fin ;
* For the Lord draws with the cords of love, 44
with the bands of a man—not by forcing ouf
wills, but by enlightening our underftandirigs,
thewing us what we are, and what ke /s Hé
makes us willing in tbed:g of bis power -, but
as none will pant for the refrefhing ftream
but the thirfty foul; none fend for the phyfi-
cian but thefe that are fick; fo none but the
burthened, loft, and guilty finner, will feek to
Jefus the Saviour for life and peace. Tho'
fome, from a general view of the gofpel, feemi
ready to aecept of Chrift and his crown; Ect
if they have not known the bitterriefs of fin,
they will not embrace Chrift and his ¢rofs:
" § They fpeak fair, like the young man in the
gofpel, but in a time of trial, go back as he
did ; becaufe, for want of knowing thé evil of
fin, they know not the abfolute need of fuch

a Saviour. . -
3. It is moft conducive to the good of the -
Lord’s people. It dgivcs them a more endear-
ing knowledge and love of the Lord Jefus—
as it is faid, || The /Ie‘{p of the labouring man is
Jweet, fois the reff of a labouring foul. The
more fin is felt, the more Chrift is defired,
and the fironger the defire after him, the
ftronger and fuller will be the delight, whén
1t is obtained. S ' R
It isa powerful remedy againft the lové of
the world, - 'Fo a foul truly humbled the world
Da - ap-

- ® Fof. A, g. s XixX, 23,
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appears meer pageantry, vanity, and vexation of
fpmt—Such aone reafons thus; when I was
once diftrefled with guilt, when wrath hun

over me, and hell gaped to reccive me; then%
faw and expencnced that neither the profits,
plqafures, or ﬁ-xendfhlp of the world, could
ive'me a_moment’s eafe ; nothing but Chrift
could ‘afford me relief thcn, and nothing but
Chrift can fatisfy me now. He is my beloved,
and ke is my friend—who manifefted his love
to me, and thewed himfclf a friend indeed in

the day of my diftrefs. .
In a word, it is of conftant ufe in thexr whole
‘ progrefs in’ well- doing. Where the building
is intended to be large and lofty, the foundation
mauftbe laid deep in proportion : And thus the
;foundatlon of the fpiritual bmldmg, the work
of God in the heart, which is defigned to be
raifed high as heaven, and to laft for ever, is
laid in deép humiliation. ‘This caufes a con-
ftant hatred and averfion.to f{in for the future;
as the burnt child dreads the fire, fo the foul
that hath been thus fearched, by the apprehen-
fion of deferved wrath, is taught to fear and fly
from the very appearance of that accurfed thing
which God hateth, by * the remembrarzce gf the
gall and 'worm‘lvood of its ‘former ftate: For
the want of this; many'Wwho feem to begin
well foon-fall away, 'like the feed which wi-
thered foon, after it fprung U + éecazf/e_it bad

no a’epz‘b of earib.
" If this is'the conftant ordef of the holy Spit
nt, o act ﬁr[’; as a fpirit of bondage, and af-
: W BT terwards

L}

r Ie«m, jidy + Mats. ¥iii. 46,
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terwards as a fpirit of-adoption: .- When he in-
fluences finnersito return unto:the Lord, it is
highly proper for each of us to examine and
prove our own felves by.the word of God.
Have you (my.friends) been led in this way ?
Has the fpirit. of bondage ever feized upon
your hearts ?: I can tell you, (and I would fpeak
it. to the praife ‘of the tender mercies of my
God) that this was my cafe for five fucceffive
years. 1 well' remember when the law of
God, an awakened confcience, and the fiery
darts of fatan, wrote bitter things againft me;
and when I would have given a thoufand
-worlds for one chearing beam of the Sun of
Righteoufnefs. And ‘whatever little I have
received of the Lord, either of gifts or grace,
for his fervice in the miniftry, I was taught it
in this fchool, and by thefe thorns: And tho® -
I would not altogether propofe my own expe-
rience as a ftandard for others, yet knowing"
* the terrors, and the fuperabundant mercy of
the Lord, I would perfuade men. You cannot
‘be wholly ignorant of thefe things, if 4 /o e
that you bave tafted the Lord is gracious. What
then is the anfwer of your hearts? Have you
a {piritual and fcriptural experience of this con-
viction of fin'? Is Jefus Chrift, -the moft pre-
‘cious, excellent, and defirable objet in your
efteem ? If o the ferpent’s head is bruifed, his
fnare is broken. . In fuch a difpofition as this,
a’‘man will freely and cordially. rezurn unto the
Lord : He will renounce and abhor whatever
offers to ftand jn:competition with Jefus; and
v ‘ tho'
* 2Corvoan o o8 Panil 3 »
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tho’ he continues diligent in thie ufe of all aps
. pointed means; yet he refts not in them, he
pafles thro’ them all, as the right way of r¢-
turning to the Lord, and fixes his dependance
upon Him alone. It is indeed a bleffing to fo-
ciety when an outward reformation takes place,
when men refrain from drunkenneéfs, profanee
nefs, and grofs immorality : But the gdiever;
tho’ he meurns for thefe things, avoids them
himfelf, and trembles for the nation in which
all kinds of wickednefs are fuffered to abound
with impunity, yet he cannot reft here, he
cannot content himfelf with a partial return,
with being changed from a publican to a pha~
rifee. He fees fo much infirmity and fin
cleaving to all his thoughts, words, and ac-
tions, that he can make no account of his beft
Eerformamces, but fimply returns unto the
ord, to pardon his offences, to heal his dif-
cafes, to fupply his wants, and to conquer his
enemies, The conftant language of {cripture
is the genuine language of his heart. * Iz
vain is fakvation [ought from the bills, only in
the Lord our God is tbe falvation of his people.
+ In the Lord I bave righteoufnefs and firengtb.
I Take away iniquity, and receive us gracioufly.
Afbur fball not Jave s, we will not ride upon
borfes, neither will we fay any more unto the
aworks of our bands, ye are our gods—In a
word, to return unto the Lord, and to believe
on the Lord Jefus Chrift, are terms of the
fame import. The guilty trembling finner,
while he apprehends himfelf purfued by di-
‘ vine

* Fer i 33, 3 Jelebadv.sg, 3 BMkav.m
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vine juftice, curfed by the law, and condemned
in his own confcience, is enabled by the Spi-
tit of God, * 20 bebold the Lord Yefus Chriff |
a5 evidently crucified before bim. He views him
by faith as hanging upon the crofs, bleeding,
groaning, dying, not only for our good, ® bur for
eur tranfgreffions, and in our ftead. Heis now
aflured that ¢ the fword of divine juflice, which
he faw awaked againft himfelf, ¢ is fheathed -
and drenched in the bowels of a Redeemer =
he fees that be boly, juft, and fiery law, which
denounced fuch dreadful curfes againft him
for fin, is fulfilled, *magnified, and made ho-
nourable by the perfect obedience and merito-
rious fufferings of the blefled Jefus. He
fees this glorious righteoufnefs of the furety,
1 imputed of God, to himfelf, and is hercby
engbled to reft his foul upon this & chofen, tried,
precious, and fure foundation. He apprapri-
ates all that Chrift has done and fuffered to hig
awn ufe. He cries out with joy and rapture,
* He bas loved me, and given bimfelf for me;
! beis my Lord, andmy God, '
- Apd O with what peace, and love, and
wonder, does ong who has thus ¥ recesved the
etomement, read over the hiftoryand the my-
ftery of the Saviour’s humiljation ! his birth,
life, miracles, fufferings, and death ; and the
" glorious account of his refurrection, afcenfion,
feflian, and interceflion | Every bough. of the
- .tree of life, both on this fide, and the other

. fide
* Gal. ii. 1. ® Yaiab liig. € Zac. xiii, 7.
¢ Rom. vii. 12, - © [fwiah wii.-21. f Rom iv. 22, .
lﬁ:‘:& xaviii. 16, b Gal. ii. 20, 3 Fobn xx, 28.
k . Vo LEa L
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£dé the fiver, 'yields to the believer’s hand, 2
#ich variety of-delictous * fruit ;' and: the leaves
theredf ‘beal . his “évery ‘woundand'every dif-
édfe, - 'Wornder not therefore,’ my friends, that
having myfelf tafted how’ good the Liotd is, ¥
thould be fo importunate and . preffing with
you, ‘to return to him likewife'; -Return to the
Lord] for be awill bave ‘mercy, be ‘will’ abun=
dantly pardon.-. - - Lo
* " Is any-one ready ‘to: afk; biit how can I be
affured: that' he will receive {o vilé a’ wretch
a¢ the'? ' Thefe wotds of our text are full to the

A print'; b be will have mercy, be awill p’a}’dan.

The wotds are doubled, becaufe théy are fure ;
but for Your farther éornfdit and ‘encourage:
rient,’, Cotlider-our Saviour's merciful: nature :
©:He'7s the only, begotten Son of the Fatber of
mercies : he'is & thé exprefs image of the fatber’s
pérqu?.""f’God 75 -Jove, and Jefus ds-love; a
God - of lové, cloathed with flethand blood—
manifefting himfelf to us, in the- moft tender
familiar manner, to forbid our-fears, -and to
animate our hope ; fo that altho” we have a
£ great'bigh prieft ever the houfe of ‘God 5 one

who thinks ## no robbery to be equal with God,

® yet be 1S merciful and ‘compaffronate, beyond
expreflion; even 20 the ignorant, -and thofé
‘who are ‘out of the way. Hence he is empha-
tically ftiled ® zhe Lamb of God. He'is touched

‘with a feeling of our infirmities. He' has been
in all points tempted-like unto us,-tho’  without

fin,
R ] . A} L L .o
* Rew. xxii. 1. © ® Gen. xli.g42. | € Fobn 1. 14.
2 Cor. 1. 3. - e Heb.iv. 3. e 1 Fobniv. 8.
f Heb. iv. 14. £ Phkil. ii. 6. b Fobni. 29. -
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fin, and thercfore is able and willing to fac-
coutr us, and hence the apoftle encourages
the weakeft and the vilett, to * come boldly to a
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
Jind grace to belp in timeof need. -
. Confider how tenderlyand readily Jefusheal=
ed the bodily difeafes of all who came to him
while he was upon earth. Have you heard or
read of any poor helplefs creature that fought
to him for mercy, .and was refufed? Not one, .
And can you think him altered fince 2 Far be
it from us to think, that he who fhewed fuch
~ compaffion to the bodies of all wherever he
came, will nowsfuffer a penitent praying foul
to perith at his feet.. No, he never did; he
never will : rathér, he is ftill calling thofe who
otherwife would never have thought of com-
ing to him, as he formerly called Matthew from
the receipt of cuftom, Simon and Andrew
from their nets, Zaccheus out of the Syca-
more-tree, and publicans and - finnérs from
every quarter ; - for be is come to feck, and fo
Jave that which was lof?. R

" Confider the gracious appointment of his or-
dinances ; he has left us his word, he conti-
‘nues to fend forth his minifters, he has promi-
fed the prefence and power of his Spirit to
accompany their labours; and all for this end,
that dead finners may be awakened, and
‘mourning finners comforted. ' S
. Conﬁcﬁ:r his kind and gracious invitations to
poor trembling fouls. When he once had de-
clared thé fulnefs of hispower and commiffion,

® Heb, jv. 15, 16. “4 Luke xix. 10, - . .
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that all things were delivered inta bis bands : and
‘that as Mediator, the entire adminiftration of
the covenant of grace was committed to him;
he immediately adds, * Come unto me ye that Ia-
bour and are beavyladen, and Iwill give you reft.

And elfewhere, - If any man thirft, let bim come
#mta me and drmk and bim that cometh to me
I will in no wife caﬂ out. And now he is exalt-
€d 1o the throne of glory, his heart is flill the
fame: his endearing invitations, aré as full of
compaffion and grace as before. How affect-
ing, how kind, how comfortable are his laft

words, with which the clofes his laft revela-

tion } I Yefus bave fent my angél to fefiify tbq/é
things unto the churches—as worthy their pe-
culiar attention } The fpirit and the bride, fay
come 5 and let bim that beareth, [ay come ; and
Tet bim that is a-thirft come, and whofoever will,
Jet bim tafte of the water of life freely. "
- To thefe confiderations, I might add—the
experience of real chriftians in all ages, the
whole church’ militant upon earth, and the
countlefs myriads in glory, who have wq//}-
ed their robes, and made” them wbhite in the

Blood of the Lamb, are {o many witnefles

of his truth, and eternal monuments of his
abundant tncrcy Thofe who are now in hea-
'ven were once on earth as we are, fubject to
the fame 'infiriities, befet by the fame ene-
thies, perplexed with the fame fears and doubts
—but they || were made more than conquerors
‘thraugh ‘bim that lrved them——and now they
are before the tbrone proclaxmm& fns pralfc‘i
an

™ Magr. xi. 27, 28, % Fobnvii. 37.—vi, 37
* Rew. xxii. 16217, . . lkm vilg: © .
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and * faying with a loud voice, worthy is the:
Lamb that was flain, to receive power, and.
riches, and wifdom, and firength, and honour,
and giory, and bleffing 5 for ke bath loved us,
and 'zbq/bed us from our fins in bis own blood,’
and bath made us kings and priefis to God and
bis Eather for ever: {o that you fee the match- .
lefs love, and meritorious blood of our ado-
" rable ‘Saviour, are the grand fubje@s of the’
fongs of heaven. May the Lord give you a’
l%t underftanding of thefe things, and ydu-
will ho longer queftion his willingnefs  to ‘re=-
ctive the chief of finners, who %umbiy feek’
t6 him alone for pardon and acceptance.
~ ¥ fhall conelude with a word of application. -
- 1. 'To the ungodly ignorant finner: too
miany fuch, it is to be feared, there are in this-
mumetous affembly. '~ Alas, poor finful fouls,
what a miferable cafe are you in! your fitua~
tiont is ‘more deplorable than that of a man
eping on the brink of a dreadful precipice, -
a'térror. to all who fee him, left the next mo-
mren't’te thould fall and be dathed to pieces ;
yet Re, ‘poor, wretch, fleeps on'rég:irdlefs of his
danger:  Whtn I confider the weight of thefe
words, EVERLASTING glory, and EVERLAS'T~'
ING torment, and that a_few uncértdin mo-'
michits” will aralterably’ fix" evety foul here:
prefent in the' oiie ot the! okher, the ‘thought*
ovérhowers me, 4nd T feel the want of words®
to expréfs ‘myfelf is I ought. '} 05/ who
ahmongf ds fhall dwell with devoaring fire s “abky™
amongf us fhall dwell with evetlafting buril
PR PR S . ‘ E 2 L i”g-f?

* Rew.v. 12, 1. 5. + Yziab xxxiii, 12,
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ings? 1 have a meflage from God to you fin-.
ners, a meflage of the utmoft importance—1I¢
is this—Le? the.wicked forfake bis way and the
unrighteous man bis thoughts, and let bim return.
to the Lord—let -him do it fpeedily, yea mow;
to-day, while it is called to-day, left the Lord

Swear in. bis wrath they fhall not enter into his

reft.. Let him not only do it for one day, at fuch:
a time as this, a- day of occafional humilia-.
tion; but once for all, let bim return untq the.
Lord; let him return unto the Lord with. a
fertled purpofe to forfake him no more, {o as.
to fay. upon every future temptation, * I bave
opened my mouth. unto. the Lord, and 1 cannot,
go back. 1know affuredly, that I am now ad-
@cfﬁ'xng thofe who are dead in trefpafles and
fips, and perhaps fome may hear me with a,
contemptuous. {mile : but is not this a_ death
which 15 capable, of fpiritual life ? Is it a, thing

incredible with any of you, that God fhoujd raile;

the dead 2. or that the- holy Spirit- €3n, breathe

 upon thefz dry bones that they may live?. and,

does not the Lord ufually operafe in this.grea
concern by.means and inftruments ! 1f _it, was
not fo, 1 might s well preach to byatks 3 o
men: but my foul well remembers when.,
it was in your helplefs mifersble flate; snd
how :it was fecoyered; and rtru{’c ‘there.are.,
fome h hhxﬁt}'s' in. this affembly who'can wit-,,
nefs with me, ‘that ‘they werg once 4&’!;;1’,;, and,
age alive: again, and thatit was by this foplith ;

nefs of preaching, the Lord brought them to |

 tby knowledge of his flvadon.. — - Lo

'§~ N
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1. would. therefore renew ‘my  addrefs-——O-
that I knew how to engage.you to forfake.
your:fing, and return to the Lord ! Ah, what:
awretched. choice have you made! why will
ye prefer vain.cares, empty pleafures, or filthy
lufks, * to an.incorruptible, undefiled, and un-.
fadmg mberzt«mce ¢ O wherefore do ye- [pend:
yosr mpney, your, time and talents, + for: that:
which 1s not bread, and your: Lapour for'that whichn
Jatisfeth not 2 Turn ye, turn ye, from your: etk
ways, for why will ye die 2—O'my God ! turn.
them, and they fha‘ll be turned ;. draw thcm,
and they fhall run after after thee. . -

1 befccch you, by the fufferings of the Bérd
]efus—-O finner, bebold the: Lamb of God—tfuch
was his’ lave, that. ra;hep than_we ,fhonld be
Ioft without {cmcdy, he made - his fhul an of-,
ffgmg for_our: fins. ., The gyilt of -our-oaths,
lies, drunkenncfs,} uncleannefs, pride, malice,:
and ynbglief, was charged uppn him.;~ Comt,:
ﬁnncr, andc lzee him prefled under the immende
lpad, in the, rden covered with tears, and
fweat, and. l%lB " Hark: how. he:. prays,
}Fatber, g‘ it 51, ible, let; this. cup pﬂﬁ

" from me.. Aeg him infu ulted, . {pit.upon, feourge: .
cgi, nnd owncd wmh thgms-—-——-See the.
ilﬁ: g:ondemned to the pamful ignos>
mnueus,accurfc& deth of the crofs. ~ See him’
bearing his ‘crofs upen his, bleeding fhoulders,
to. Golgpt 2, p.pl:l ;hc:e,fq(ﬁeped to it by bhis:
hands an et W qon fpx}«:c Hear hls it
tc,r f:omp a,;ptl I ze cried with. & boud voice; my:
ot e (_H.nnu) Hive o ”*3 *“'I,;'- ﬁt)d,

u® g Per.d. 4,.1 f%m&rv 25001 Mare. x:m4z
N Man xxv;x 5T, :
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God; my God, why-baft thou forfuken me? The
earth ’;?card ghi;w?ncil'?’ifcmbfejzr/t‘he' rocks were'
rent, the graves thrown open, and’ the' Hea--
vens withdrew ' theit lightevAh finner, is thy
heart harder then racks-and ftones! Wag all’

nature glarmed at-this amazing fcene, and art’
thou quite infenfible? What, did the Lord Je-
fus endure fuch- torments of body, fuch hpy- .
rors of foul | ‘and wilt thou Rill go on in fint
wilt thou trampls upon his blood, - and crueify -
him afrefh ! O be athamed of this ingratitude,
repent, retern unto'the Lobd; fo iniquity thaft
not be your ruf.? 2t M T
" Methinks I cin read fome concérn in your
countenances, Methinks fome of you ate ready
to fay, O that ¥ could retuin uthis'is the defire.
of my foul, - But alas, T have" not- the markd

fpicit, that fetvént love, that fiy it of prayer
v%icﬁ)tho ffcriptur.c" fpeaks 'of,- g}g‘ WBi’(l&’h’ lyﬁei‘
‘ lwnngfoulepoﬂ‘eﬁ I )u
. Laofwer, it i irue the ‘Lofd does requtrdl
thefe things of 4ll his people, ittt DOt as terms.
of acceptance, not s a price’ iy’ our -hand ‘to-
. procure his favdar. - No, all ‘thefe are oifts’
and graces provided’ fieely in the ' eyetll ing;
cevenant, beftéwed on us, and wrought’ in us’
by the Holy 8pirit, and are the fraits and effects’
of coming to fJéﬁidﬁ; o that' yolir havin y nd’
good thing of yéur own, is 5 far-from Béing’
a hindrance, that you mu“fee angd feel, that'
you biwwe ‘hothing, ‘and- are “nething but fif,
befose you either can or will come to Jefus for
falvation.. .Iwauld advife you jn the words f?f‘:
; S e
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i .

the difciples to the blind man, *Be of good com-
Sort, rife, the mafler calleth thee—Go diredtly,
fall proftrate at his throne of grace, confefs your
iniquities and fins, tell him all your complaints,
dangers and fears, and humbly implore his mer-
cy. .Benpat afraid; Jefus will firetch forth the
golden fceptre, and difplay the banner of free
fovereign grace. ®He willclothe you with change
of xaiment, © bring you into bis banqueting-
boufe, and feaft you with 4-the bread of life, the
bidden manna, and the wine of ;aradife. He
will fay wnto you, © Son, alf that I bave is thine,
* I am'thy fhield, thy portion, and thy exceeding
great reward, ) ‘

In this way, by humbling yourfelves before
the Lord, till you obtain an experience of his -
mercy and grace; if you cannot fave a guilty -
tand from judgments, you will fave your fouls,
and perhaps you may fave your lives likewife
in the day of vengeance. When Ezekiel faw ,
In a vifion the deftroying angels at the gate of
Jerufalem, waiting for a command to flay ut-
terly old and young without mercy, he faw
likewife and beheld the Angel of the Covenant
fet a mark on the foreheads of thofe ® wf, Lfgh
and mourn for all the abominationsthat are done
in the midft of ber. And the deftroyers were
exprefly enjoined not to come near’ any upon
awhom is the mark. Therefore whatever you
do, * feck righteoufnéfs, it may be you fball by
bid in the day of the Lord's fierce anger., -

A ' Bat
-8 Markx. 49. b Zech. iii. 4. € Cant. ii. 4.

4 Rew, ii. 17. ¢ Lukexv. 31. 1 Gem, xvii, 1,
$ Exeb, ix, =6, - B Zopbiii. 3. - o
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~But who can fay ?—perhaps the converfion
of a fmall remnant may tend to the prefer-
vation of the whole community, A few pray-
ing believing fouls may help to fill up the
dreadful breach, and ftop the overflowing
fcourge from breaking in upon a finful land.
Our gracious God would have fpared wicked
Sodom, even for ten righteous .men. * He
‘would have {pared Jerufalem for a fingle Per-
fon.— Run yé to and fro, and fee now if ye
can_find a man that fecketh the truth, and I will
pardon it. Let every one therefore, who is de-
firous to promote the peace and happinefs of
his country, begin at home, firft with his own
heart, then with his houfe, and from thence
let his light thine upon all around him, till z5e
little leaven fhall {pread through the whole
land. The Lord grant it may be fo with each
of us. ‘ :
But without this perfonal and cordial furren-
- der of ourfelves unto the Lord, it will avail
little to complain of the abominations that fill
our land, or to preach to others while we our-
felves are ftill in our fins, I alienated from the
" life of God, and frangers to the covenants of pro-
mife. Firft, fays eur Lord, || caft out the beam
out of ihine own eye, and then' thou fhalt fee
clearly to open the eyes, and corret the faults
of others ; or elfe what anfwer. can we make
td that clofe alarming queftion of the apoftle ?
§ Thou that teacheft others, teacheft thou not thy-
© Jelf? Let me fum up all with,

. : T s 2,
* Gem xviti. 4 Jer.v.2. 1 Eplef. iv, 18—ii. 12.
It Mazt. vii. 3. § Rom. il. 21.
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.~ 2. A word of advice to the people of God.
My dear friends, bear it ever on- yéur-minds,
that what you are, and have, more than others,
is not of merit on your part, but the effeGt of
free fovereign diftinguithing grace; 1 befeech
you therefore;, * Jet all bitternefs; wrath; clamor,

and evil-fpeaking, be put away Sfrom: you, with

all malice 5 and be you kind one to another, ten-
der-bearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Chrifi's fake bas forgiven you. This happy

fpirit becomies us at all times, but “efpecially -

now, when the judgments of God are fo aw-

v

fully abroad in the earth. Let us hear the rod

and bim that bath appointed it. Every trouble,
whether outward or inward, all that we hear
of, and all that we feel, is defigned to fubdue

our {pirits, to purify us from envy, bigotry, -

and every hateful temper, from the love of a

vain world, from felf-dependence, and felf-

feeking, and to quicken our progrefs-and-affec-
tions towards heavenly things. And unlefs
thefe ends are anfwered, unlefs a fpirit of hu-
mility, wifdom, zeal, unanimity, and love : ina
word, unlefs the power of true evangelical piety
is cultivated and prevails;, we cannot well expect

- but that thefe things are the beginning of for-
- rows ; therefore let us likewife return unto the

Lord, lament our paft backflidings, and refolve
in his ftrength to cleave unto him with full
purpofe of heart, and we thall find 4 .47s name
a firong tower of defence ; then we need not be
afraid of any evil-tidings, yea tho the earth
Jhould be moved, and the mountains caft into the

- F widft
® Epbef.iv. 31,32, 1 Plalms cxii. 7.



( y 3

mu{ﬂ of the Jea:. for.the Lord ]cfas Chrigt, our .

 Savior, and. ous. friend, who. exercifes all

pawss in hegven, and in: earth, fhall he untg |
‘us * 2 byding - place from the wind, axd & couert

‘ ﬁm the tempolly as .rivers of waters in. a dr:
Hace, and-ge.the. w of @ gregt rock mi
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