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ISAIAH Iv. 7.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un-

righteous man his thoughts ; and let him re-

turn unto the Lord, for be will have mercy

upon him, and to our God, for be will abun-

dantly pardon.

I

T may be accounted one of our many

mercies, that we are called upon from the

Throne, " To humble ourſelves this day,

" before AlmightyGod, in order to obtain par-

" don of our fins, and in the moſt devout

" manner to ſend up our prayers and fuppli-

" cations to the Divine Majesty, for averting

" thoſe heavy judgments which our mani-

" fold fins and provocations, have moſtjuſt-
65

ly deſerved. " This is a duty incumbent

upon fallen creatures at all times, but eſpeci-

ally at this awful and critical conjuncture.

Hitherto indeed it has been the happiness

oftheſe nations (and oftheſe only) to be mer-

cifully preſerved from the common defola-

tions of war. But who that fears the Lord,

who that has even the bowels and feeling of

aman, but muſt deeply lament and bewailthe

preſent face of affairs in Europe ! How many

large and fruitful provinces (not very diſtarit

from us) have been turned into a wilderneſs,

and
B
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and are now almoſt uncultivated and uninha-

bited, the cities depopulated and laid in aſhes,

the country ruined, the inhabitants flaughter-

ed with all the wantonneſs ofſavage barbarity,

without diftinction of rank, ſex, or age ! In-

deed the Lord is pleaſed to preferve us in peace

in the midst of general ruin, * We are a people

Saved of the Lord, compaſſed about as with a

wall offire. Butſhould we not be deeply con-

cerned for others ? and have we not reaſon to

tremble for ourſelves ? for are we better, more

moral or deferving, than thoſe whohave fuf-

fered fuch great things? Would toGod it were

fo.-But it is to be feared that we have equal-

ed, if not exceededthe Protestant ſtates abroad

in the practice of thoſe evils, for which they

arenow viſited. We, even we, † are afinful

nation, a people laden with iniquity, a feed of

evil-doers, who have forsaken the Lord, and

provoked the Holy One of Ifrael to anger. The

voice ofcommon ſenſe and obſervation con-

firm the royal proclamation which afferts this

to be our cafe: and the mouth of the Lord

hath ſpoken it, +That except we repent, weshall

all likewise perish.

It has been of late the general defire ofthe

nation, as well as the ardent prayer of every

good man, to fee peace restored, and the de-

vouring ſword ſheath'd: but if we may form

ajudgment from the ſpirit and temper of the

times, from the enormous height of every

kind ofwickedness amongſt us, we cannot but

ſtill fear, the muchdefired object is far fromus.

•Zech, it. 5. + Ifaiab i. 4.
>

There

I Luke xiii. 3, 5-
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*There is no peace,faith myGod, to the wicked.

Surely unless the Lord appears for us, unleſs

ſovereign grace interpoſes, to bring us to

unfeigned repentance, to believe in the Lord

Jeſus Chriſt, and to walk in newneſs of life,

we have the greatest reaſon to fear, † that all

these things are but the beginning offorrows,

that the heavy judgments our manifold fins

have ſo juſtly deſerved, will at length fall upon

us with redoubled fury, and the whole land

be devoured by the fierce jealousy of the Lord

ofhosts.

In this evil day, when a deluge of fin has

overflowed the nation, and adeluge ofwrath

ſeems-yea, more than ſeems, to be near at

hand, bleſſed are they who have made the

Lord of hofts, the Holy One of Ifrael their

timely refuge: bleſſed likewife are theywho

are happily inſtrumental in leading others, to

ſecure themſelves in this ſafe retreat.

The words of our text point to the only

aſylum from the impending ſtorm. Let the

wicked, of every rank and denomination,for-

fake bis way, the evil way he has been addict-

-edto, and walked in with delight : and let the

unrighteous man forſake his thoughts--the

thought of finning with impunity, the thought

ofdependance upon an arm offleſh, or of ob-

taining ſalvation, without a vital union to the

adorable Jeſus, and an experimental know-

ledge of his righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and grace ;

and let him return unto the Lord, from whom

hehath ſodeeply revolted, and to ourGod, our

B2 co-

Ifaiah lvii. 21 . † Matth. xxiv. 8,
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Findhow often

Profane world. * My Sabbath you shall keep,

for it is a fign between me and you, that you

may know that Iam the Lord that dofanctify

you. The Sabbath is the Chriſtian's choiſeſt

day, where he gathers the firſt fruits of an

eternal harvest, and obtains a foretaſte of his

everlasting reſt. But alas! how is this bleſſed

day, whichGodhas (as it were) incloſed from

commontime, laid waste andproſtituted tothe

vileſt purpoſes ! ſpent in the ſervice ofthede-

vil, in the gratification of every vain and fil-

thy luſt. What thoughtless crowds are ſeen

thronging the highways and fields, the ale-

houſes and taverns, viſiting and rioting onthe

Lord's-day ? And shall not I visit for these

thingsfaith the Lord,shall not myfoul be aven-

gedonfuch a nation as this?

It is a mournful truth, that we can hardly

walk the ſtreet in any city, town or village,

but our ears are made to tingle, our hearts

woundedandtorn, byhorrid oathsand curſes.

-This fin has brought the heavy curſe ofGod

upon whole nations ; and for this unfruitful

work ofdarkneſs, I our land mourneth, and the

people thereof languish. Alas ! what will be-

come ofus when that dreadfulthreatning ſhall

be fulfilled: || Every one thatfwearethshallbe

cut off, the curse of the Lordshall remain in the

midst of bis house, andshall confume it with the

timber thereof, and the stones thereof; for the

mouth of the Lordbathspokenit.
;

And

* Ex. xxxi . 13 . +Jer. v. 9. † Hosea iv. 2, 3 .

|| Zech. v. 3, 4. :
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And ifwetake aview ofthe more fober and

moral part ofthenation, itwillperhaps afford

us a ſtronger evidence than any we have yet

produced, that our land is filled with fin, and

nearlyripe fordeftruction. Communionwith

God is the very foul oftrue religion, the life,

health, and food, of the real Chriſtian ; and

God himself has given it as the very mark

of a reprobate, * that he calls not upon the

Lord, be worships him not as God, either in

the family or the cloſet. Ifthis is true, how

many fouls and families in this kingdom are

deadwhile they live-dead in fin, dead toGod,

prayerleſs and lifeless ! I ſpeak notonly ofthe

ignorant and profane, but ofmany whoſe an-

ceſtors were once (within a century) burning

andshining lights, theglory oftheland, adorn-

edwith everymoral virtue and chriſtian grace.

They could ſay with the favoured apoſtle,

+Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and

with his Son Jesus Chrift : but how very diffe-

rent the prefent generation ! for the moſt part

corrupt intheir principles, andlooſe intheirmo-

rals. Instead ofreading the good wordofGod,

inſtructing children and ſervants, and praying

with their families, theſe have adopted dan-

cing and cards, routs and aſſemblies, with

every ſpecies of modern vice and folly their

practice ſpeaks louder than words, this lan-

guage to God ‡ Departfrom us, for we defire

not the knowledge ofthy ways, and that ſcrip-

ture is awfully fulfilled, || as it is with the

people, so it is with the priests .

*Pfal. xiv. 5.

||Hofea iv. 5.

+ 1John i. 3 .

Our

IJobxxi . 14.

1

Addtothese an air ofLeevity& affectation

ofGaity
Also a

which races throthe wholers

contractedbehavior

one another
selfishand

inourdealing with
Sothatnotonly duties

Ittableoffods holyDaw
ties ofthepotbutalso ofthe

aw are violatesStrangeled unde
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Ourmanifold fins and provocations are high-

ly aggravated by the abuſe of abundant, pecu-

liar, diftinguiſhing mercies-To inſtance in

temporalthings : our iſlandmaybe ſtiledEden,

the garden of the Lord, in compariſon ofmany

other countries. We are favoured with a mild

climateand fruitful foil. What plenty andvari-

etyof every neceſſary, and every delicacy, tó

fupply our tables, to feed, cloath, and adorn

our bodies, andto make our habitations plea-

fant and commodious ? The Lord * hath not

left himself without witness amongst us, in that

hehath done us good, and given us rainfrom

heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts

withfood and gladness.-How have we been

mercifully ſpared, when the beſom of deftruc-

tion hath ſwept away thousands ofthousands

in other nations within theſe few years, by

earthquakes, peſtilence, famine, and ſword ?

Othernations have been terrified with the roar-

ing of cannons, the noiſe ofdrums and trum-

pets, the piercing groans of dying men, the

dreadful ſhrieks of violated women, and the

unavailing cries of helpless infants ; while we

have fit in peace and ſecurity, and none are permit-

ted to make us afraid. Howgreatly are we di-

ſtinguiſhed as a freepeople, in thefullpoffeffion

of our liberties and properties, under the mild

and gentle government of our native and moſt

gracious ſovereign George the Third. Under

him (as intimes paſt under his royal ancef-

tors) we are favoured with all the liberty of

confcience, that a Britain or a Protestant can

defire;

* Actsxiv. 17. 1
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defire ; and no deſpotic power, or arbitrary|

proceedings, no deviation from law or justice,

no perſecution for confcience fake, have had

the leaſt countenancefrom the throne.

Gerusa

How wonderfullyhas the providence ofGod

beendiſplayed in our favour, during the courſe

ofthe preſent war with France ! The Lord

has given us ſucceſs in every quarter of the

globe ; and the whole world has admired the

wisdom and moderation of ourKing, theuna-

nimity ofhis councils, and ofhis fubjects, and

the intrepid behaviour of his forces; and at this

hour, tho' we are engaged in the moſt exten-

five and expenſive war we were ever concern-

ed in, the wholenation wears the face of plen-

tyandjoy.

and

Now what have been our returns for all

theſe mercies, for ſo many natural advantages,

peculiar privileges, and memorable victories and

acquiſitions ? Alas ! my heart chills and re-

coils at the reflection-The whole nation feems

elated with pride and arrogance, intoxicated

with the pernicious fumesof idleneſs and lux-

ury : in a word, actuated by a ſpirit ofdiffipa-

tion, levity, and frenzy. While we have heard

of the calamities of our neighbours, we have

beenbufied in contriving new ſcenes ofdiver-

fion and folly, to prevent (if poffible)the giddy

multitude from giving way to the leaſt ſober

thought : for this our theatrical entertainments)

were prolonged, and every new invention ap-/

plauded and encouraged. The general cry

was,*Who willshew us any good? any new farce

* Pfalm iv. 6.

c to

.
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1

tokeepupthe ſpirit ofdiſſipation, and to ſhutout

reflection. Whether we are calledto laugh at

ourown vices, orwiththe celebrated Minor, and

other impious tracts, to ridicule both the word

and the works ofJehovah ; no matter what is

choſen for the ſubject ofdrollery, provided it

will furniſh a lowjeſt and a loud laugh ; any

thing will go readily down in this degenerate

age. * Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish

people andunwife ? let reaſon and confcience

ſay, if ſuch a conduct as this is a ſuitable re-

turn to the Lord for all his benefits.

Our goſpel privileges are inexpreſſibly great

and valuable beyond all others, and in this

point we have been ſtill more remarkably di-

ſtinguiſhed than in temporal mercies. Oh,

how have we been always favoured, and eſpe-

cially how are we at this time favoured, † with

the light of the knowledge of the glory ofGod,

Shining upon us in the face of Jesus Chrift !

Surely ‡ he hath not dealt ſo (in all reſpects)

withanynation. Thegoſpel ofGod our Saviour

is the viſible token ofJehovah's prefence, the

glory and excellency of a people, and their

beſt ſecurity, when it is thankfully entertain-

ed; but alas ! our abufe ofthis mercy, of this

bleſſingofbleffings, is ſtill more flagrant than

all our other crying abominations. Havewe

not loathed this lightbread ? in every revival of

vital godliness ; have || we not mocked the mef-

Sengers of God, despised his words, and mif-

used bis prophets ! Andhave we not thejuſteſt

grounds

* Deut. xxxii. 6.

2Chron. xxxvi. 16.

† 2Cor, iv. 6. ‡ Pfalm. cxlvii. 20 .
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grounds of fear, that on this account at leaft,

if for no other, the wrath of God willfoon arife

against us, and there will be no remedy.

So much for the firſt point-Let us con-

ſider, Secondly, The reasons we have to fear,

that the Lord will ſhortly viſit us for theſe

things.

Do we not hereby take up arms against the

living God ? Is not this in effect ſaying with

the profeffors of old, who oppoſed the weep-

ing prophet-* As for the word which thou

haftspoken to us in the name of the Lord, we

will not hearken to thee, but we will do whatſo-

ever thing proceedeth out of our own mouth ;-

and canwe reaſonably expect, that the holy

and juſt God will view ſuch an infolent con-

duct with indifference, and ſuffer us to add

iniquity to fin with impunity ? No, faith the

Lord, † Ifye will walk contrary to me, I also

will walk contrary to you, and I will chaſtiſe

youſeven times morefor yourfins ; and are we

amatch for the Almighty ? Do we provoke the

Lord to jealousy ? are we stronger than he?

Can we thunder with a voice like his ? ‡ O, it

is afearful thing to fall, as an enemy, into

the hands of the living God ? Whatever plea-

fures ſuch abominations maypromife for a mo-

ment, the end of these things is misery and

death.

How hath the Lorddealt with other ſtates

and communities in ſimilar cafes ? Where are

all the proud monarchs and monarchies, re-

cordedC2

* Jeremiah xliv. 16, 17.

†Heb. x. 31.

† Lev. xxvi. 27 .
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our

corded in ancient hiſtory ? the Chaldeans, the

Medes, and Perfians, the Greeks and Romans ?

Theſe were each in their turn raiſed to the

height of glory, power, and renown : but fin,

thevery fin under which Britain groans and

totters at thisjuncture, in a little time occa-

fioned their deſtruction ! They once faid in

their hearts (as we may now) * Ishall be a lady

for ever ; butthe Lord humbled their high looks,

andlaid them in the dust for an Aftoniſhment,

† and an hiſſing, andperpetual defolation.

Confiderhow the Lord dealt with his own

people the Jeres, who by many valuable pri-

vileges were diſtinguiſhed from all the nations

of the earth. How often, and how feverely

were they viſited for the abuse of theſe privi

leges, and for their murmurings, revoltings,

and diſobedience ? they were chaſtiſed with

famine, pestilence, and ſword, till at length

they hung their harps upon the willows, and

wept by the rivers ofBabylon for ſeventy years,

captives in a ſtrange land. Neither did their

captivity amend them, they ſtill continued a

diſobedient and gainſaying people : they ftoned

the prophets, they rejected the Lord of life

and glory, they perfecuted his apostles and fol-

lowers, till at length the meaſure of their ini-

quity was filled up, and then wrath came upon

them tothe uttermoft. According tothe aw-

ful predictions of our bleſſed Lord, the holy

city and temple were burnt, their civil and ec-

clefiaftical polity totally deſtroyed, the whole

nation rooted out from the land, and the few

who

*Ifa. xlvii. 7. +Jer. xxv. 9. ‡Pfalm cxxxvii. 1,20
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1

who eſcaped the ſword of the Romans, are di-

ſperſed and pursued by the vengeance ofGod

unto this day.

Hereafter when the Son of Man ſhall ap-

pear in his glory, to judge all mankind at his

tremendous bar, every individual must give an

account, each for himself, of the deeds done

in the body. In that day the Lord will vindi-

cate and illuſtrate before men, angels, andde-

vils, the harmony andhonour of all his divine

perfections, in the full, free, and final ſalva-

tion of his people, thro' the blood and righte-

ouſneſs of our exalted Jeſus : as alfo in adjudg-

ing the wicked, to eternal torment, for their

fins and impenitence. But political communi-

ties are in their own nature purely temporal,

and exiſt only in this world : therefore nati-

onal fins, if perſiſted in, must be punished

with national and viſible punishments. And

this the Lord will surelydo, for the honour of

his holy name and word, to ſtop the mouths

of blafphemers, and to convince the world

that * he is ofpurer eyes than to behold iniquity.

The unalterable rule of his providence with

communities, is clearly manifeſted both in his

word and in his works. In his word he de-

clares, at what inſtant Ishallspeak concern-

ing a nation, to buildand to plant it, if it do evil

in myfight, that it obey not my voice ; then I will

repent of the good wherewith Ifaid I would be-

nefit them. I will take away the hedge there-

of, and itshall be eaten up, and break down the

wall

*Hab. i. 13. † Jer. xviii. 9, 10. ‡ Ifaiab iii. 5 .

3
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wall thereof-Iwill lay it utterly waste, itshall

not be pruned nor digged-Iwill command the

clouds that they rain no rain upon it. Theſe

threatnings were ſignally accompliſhed upon

Jerufalem, and have been awfully confirmed

bythehistory ofevery age and country.

And has not the Lord a controverſy with

Britain alſo ? Do wenot finagainst the clearest

conviction ? Do not the voiceofconfcience, the

word and providence ofGod, ſtand like che-

rubims with a flaming ſword to deter us ? and

yet we are ruſhing madly upon ruin and de-

ſtruction. We who are favoured with ſomany

ineftimable privileges, cannot fin ſo cheaply as

other nations. We are of thoſe, * who know

to do good, but do it not, and therefore may

juſtly expect to be beaten with manystripes, and

to receive the greater condemnation.

Think not an arm offleſh can deliver us,

that our fleets or armies can ſhield us from the

anger ofGod. + Cursed is the man that putteth

bis trust in an arm offlesh. To depart from

God, anddepend upon creatures is vile idola-

try. When Ephraim spake trembling, was

diffident and humble, he exalted himself in If-

rael, the Lord gave him ſucceſs ; but when he

offended in Baal hedied. To depend uponwar-

riors and patriots for ſafety, is no leſs vain and

impious, than with thoſe ofold to cry out, O

Baal,fave us for whatever we confide in, is

properly our idol, and will provoke the Lord

fooner or later to blaſt our vain hopes. Some

perhaps thinkthemſelves clear ofthis charge-

they

* Lukexii. 17. †Jer. xvii. 5. † Hof. xiii . 1 .
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they meddle not with public affairs, but have

the ſpirit ofGallio, who caredfor none of these

things. But have you not an idol in ſecret ?

do you indulge no eaſy-beſetting fin, no fraud,

adultery, envy, or malice, no omiffion of

known duty ? Is there nothing of which you

ſay in your heart, * My power, and the might

of my hand hath gotten me this ? Hear theword

of the Lord, † Curfed be the man that makes

an idol, and putteth it in a fecret place. It is

all one whether it be in the cheft or the ſhop,

in the barn or the houſe, in the cloſet, the

ſtudy, or the heart. A fecret idol will ex-

poſe you to an open curſe, and they that are

curſed ofGod ſhall be cut off. Or will you

ſay I am free from this charge likewife, Ipray,

faft, andgive alms-It is ſo far well, and yet

this, if it goes no farther, will leave you with-

out excuſe. Vital religion is at a very low ebb

amongst us, and the form of godliness with-

out the power is of no value. Menmay con-

feſs their fins without real forrow, may ſay

their prayers without true devotion, and hear

the word without living faith or fervent love ;

and all fuch ſervices are an abomination to the

Lord. To ſuch perſons the Lord of Hosts

faith, ‡ Ihave no pleasure in you, neither will

I accept of an offering at your hand. Let me

afk-have you a deep fenfe ofyour loſt ſtate

by nature ? has the holyandjuſt law ofGod

beenbrought home toyour confciences, in its

ſpiritual nature and extent ? are you convinced,
11 1

:

* Deut. viii . 17 .

‡ Mal. i. 10.

+ Deut. xxvii. 18.

that
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that * all our own righteouſneſſes are no better

thanfilthy rags ? And do you in every act of

worſhipdraw near toGod, relying only on the

efficacious blood and perfect righteouſneſs of

our exalted Jeſus ? if not give me leave to

affure you, that you are to this day ſtrangers

tothat inward ſpiritual worſhip whichGodre-

quireth. Your prayers and devotions are no

better than the ſuperftitious worship of the

Athenians, who had altars and inſcriptions,

+ To the unknown God. And the Lord hath

declared to fuch worſhippers asyou, ‡ Ihate,

I despise your folemn aſſemblies, and yourfast

days : forit is a people that have no understand-

ing, therefore he that made them will have no

mercy on them, and he that formed them will

Shew them nofavour.

I proceed to confider the third point propo-

fed, The fure and only retreat from the im-

pending danger, pointedout in the gracious in-

vitationandpromiſe in our text, Let himreturn

unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon

bim, and to our God, for be will abundantly

pardon.

To return, ſuppoſes a deep ſenſe of our

revolt and danger. We shall not think ofre-

turning to the Lord, till we are truly affected

with the diſtance and feparation which our

fins have made, and the evils which on this

account we have juſtly deſerved. This has

been the method ofgrace from thebeginning,

both with individuals and nations. The firft

ray ofmercy that beamed upon fallen Adam,

:

found

:

* Ifaiah 1xiv . 6. † Ats xvii. 23. ‡ Ifaiab xxvii. II.
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found him ina humbled ſtate,tremblingunder

the apprehenfion of guilt and punishment ,

* he was afraid. We read likewife of the

great city Nineveh, that when they feared the

judgments denounced by the Prophet, and

humbled themselves before the Lord, † the

Lord alſo repented of the evil that hesaid he

would do unto them. And if we view the gof-

pel diſpenſation, as revealed in the New Tef-

tament, we ſhall find the ſame order obſerved.

Our Saviour's forerunner, John, I came in the

ſpirit and power of Elias, preaching repen-

tance, tohumble and wound the hearts ofthoſe

ſecure and proud finners the Jews, that they

might by repentance, avert the heavy judg-

ments that threatened them, and receive remif-

fion of theirfins. And when our Lord himself

commiffionedhis difciples to preach the goſpel,

with a promise of his ſpiritual prefence to the

end of the world; he tells them the Spirit

ſhould work by their miniſtry in this order,

ſhould firſt convince offin, that all the world

are in a finful and condemned ſtate ; and then

of || righteousness, drawing and enabling con-

vinced finners to return to the Lord, to believe

on Jefus Chrift for righteouſneſs and ſalvation.

And the fame method Peter cloſely pursued

in that remarkable Sermon, which had fuch

glorious ſucceſs, that § three thousand turned to

the Lord at once : They first had mocked and

faid, that these men were drunk with new wine ;

but when the Lord convinced them by the

* Gen. iii. 15.

John xvi. 9.

VIE

++ JonahFonab iii. 6-9.

§Acts ii. 13.

: apoſtle's

‡ Luke iii . 3.

:
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ル

apoſtle's diſcourſe, of their fin and danger,

they were prickedintheirhearts, and earnestly

cried out, Men and brethren, what shall we do ?

This method, in which our wife Redeemer

always carries on his purpoſes of grace and

love, by humbling and wounding thoſewhom

he deſigns to heal and exalt, does evidently

tend moſt to the glory ofGod, is moſt ſuit-

able to the nature of man, and moſt condu-

cive to the general good of his people.

1. It tends moſt to the glory ofGod. A

convinced finner no longer * glories in himself,

andinthework ofhis ownhands; thus all boast-

ing is excluded, pride and ſelf-confidence aba-

fed, and thepraiſe aſcribed to the Lord alone ;

andthe riches ofdivinemercyandgrace are il-

luſtrated, by the ſinner's free confeffion of

his unworthineſs and mifery. Thus he dealt

with his people; he delivered them from

Egypt, he led them thro' the fea, he fed

them inthewilderness, hebrought themback

from Babylon, but not till they were forely

preffed by their enemies ; convinced of their

owninfufficiency,bewailed their fins, andwere

cutofffrom every hope and help but in the

Lordalone. In like mannerto the diſtreſſed,

the mourners, and broken-hearted, Chriſt is

ſent, and tothoſeonlyhe iswelcome. For,

2. It is moſt ſuitable to the nature of man.

Fallenmanis averſe tothe ſavinggrace ofGod:

He is naturally devoted to fin, ſelf, and the

creature, and will never go to Chriſt for hap-

pineſs, until he is weary of theſe miferable

*Hof. xiv. 3.

com-
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comforters. Hence arifes the neceffity offee-

ing andfeeling the exceeding finfulness of fin ;

* For the Lord draws with the cords oflove, as

with the bands ofa man-not by forcing our

wills, but by enlightening our underſtandings,

ſhewing us what weare, and what he is : He

makes us willing in theday of his power+, but

as none will pant for the refreſhing ſtream

butthe thirsty foul; none ſend for the phyſi-

cian but those that arefick ; fo none but the

burthened, loft, andguilty ſinner, willfeek to

Jeſus the Saviour for life and peace. Tho

ſome, from a general view ofthe goſpel, ſeem

ready to accept ofChriſt and his crown; yet

ifthey have not known the bitterness of fin,

they will not embrace Chriſt and his croſs :

They ſpeak fair, like the young man in the

goſpel, but in a time of trial, go back as he

did; becauſe, for want ofknowing the evil of

fin, they know not the abſolute need offuch

aSaviour.

3. It is moſt conducive to the good of the

Lord's people. It gives them amore endear-

ing knowledge and love of the Lord Jeſus-

as it is faid, || Thefleep of the labouring man is

fweet, ſo is the rest of alabouring foul. The

more fin is felt, the more Chriſt is defired,

and the ſtronger the defire after him, the

ſtronger and fuller will be the delight, when

it is obtained.

It is a powerful remedy against the love of

the world. To a foul truly humbled the world

D2
ap-

Hof.xi. 5.

Eccles. v. 12.

+ Psalms 110. ↑Matt. xix. 22.
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appears meer pageantry, vanity, and vexation of

ſpirit-Such a one reaſons thus ; when I was

once diſtreſſed with guilt, when wrath hung

over me, and hell gaped to receive me, then I

ſaw and experienced, that neither the profits,

pleaſures, or friendſhip of the world, could

give me a moment's ease ; nothing but Chrift

could afford me relief then, and nothing but

Chriſt can fatisfy menow. He is my beloved,

and he is my friend-who manifeſted his love

to me, and ſhewed himself a friend indeed in

the dayofmydiſtreſs..

In a word, it is ofconftantuſe in their whole

progreſs in well-doing. Where the building

is intended to be large and lofty, the foundation

mustbe laiddeep in proportion : And thus the

foundation ofthe ſpiritual building, the work

ofGod in the heart, which is deſigned to be

raiſed high as heaven, and to laſt for ever, is

laid in deep humiliation. This cauſes a con-

ſtant hatred and averſion,to fin for the future ;

as the burnt child dreads the fire, ſo the foul

thathathbeen thus ſearched,by the apprehen-

fionofdeſerved wrath, is taughtto fear and fly

fromthe very appearance of that accurfed thing

whichGod hateth, by * theremembrance ofthe

gall and wormwood, of its former ſtate : For

the want of this, many who ſeem to begin

well foon fall away, like the feed which wi-

thered foon after it ſprung up, † because it had

no depth of earth.

If this isthe conſtant order of the holy Spi-

rit, to act firſt as a ſpirit of bondage, and af-

terwardsこち

Lam, ji, † Matt. xiii. 4-6,
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terwards as a ſpirit of adoption. When he in-

fluences finners to return unto the Lord, it is

highly proper for each of us to examine and

prove our own ſelves by the word of God.

Have you (my friends) been led in this way ?

Has the ſpirit of bondage ever ſeized upon

your hearts ? I can tell you, (and I would ſpeak

it to the praiſe of the tender mercies of my

God) that this was my cafe for five ſucceſſive

years. I well remember when the law of

God, an awakened confcience, and the fiery

darts of fatan, wrote bitter things against me;

and when I would have given a thouſand

worlds for one chearing beam of the Sun of

Righteouſneſs . And whatever little I have

received of the Lord, either of gifts or grace,

for his ſervice in the miniſtry, I was taught it

in this ſchool, andby theſe thorns : And tho

I would not altogether propoſe myown expe-

rience as a ſtandard for others, yet knowing

* the terrors, and the fuperabundant mercy of
the Lord, I would perfuade men. You cannot

be wholly ignorant of theſe things, if † ſo be

that you have tafted the Lord is gracious. What

then is the anſwer of your hearts ? Have you

a ſpiritual and ſcriptural experience ofthis con-

viction of fin ? Is Jeſus Chriſt, the moſt pre-

cious, excellent, and defirable object in your

eſteem ? If ſo the ferpent's head is bruiſed, his

ſnare is broken. In ſuch a diſpoſition as this,

aman will freely and cordially return unto the

Lord: He will renounce and abhor whatever

offers to ſtand in competition with Jeſus ; and

tho'

* 2Cor. v. 11 . 1Pet. 3 .
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tho' he continues diligent inthe uſe of allap-

pointed means ; yet he reſts not inthem, he

paſſes thro' them all, as theright way of re-

turning to the Lord, and fixes his dependance

uponHim alone. It is indeedableffing to ſo-

cietywhenan outward reformation takesplace,

whenmen refrain from drunkenneſs, profane-

neſs, and groſs immorality : But the believer,

tho' he mourns for theſe things, avoids them

himſelf, and trembles for the nation in which

all kinds of wickedness are ſuffered to abound

with impunity, yet he cannot reſt here, he

cannot content himselfwith a partial return,

with being changed from apublican toa pha-

rifee. He fees ſo much infirmity and fin

cleaving to all his thoughts, words, and ac-

tions, that he can make no account of his beſt

performances, but fimply returns unto the

Lord, to pardon his offences, to heal his dif-

eaſes, to ſupply his wants, andto conquer his

enemies. The conſtant language of ſcripture

is the genuine language of his heart. * In

vain is falvation foughtfrom the hills, only in

the Lord our God is the falvation ofhis people.

+ In the Lord I have righteousness andstrength.

Take away iniquity, andreceive us graciously.

Ashurshall notJave us, we will not ride upon

borfes, neither will wesay any more unto the

works of our bands, ye are our gods-In a

word, to return unto the Lord, and to believe

on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are terms of the

ſame import. The guilty trembling finner,

whilehe apprehends himself pursued by di-
vine

*Jer. iii . 23. + Yaiadxlv. 24. ‡Hof. xiv. 3.
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vinejuſtice, curſedbythelaw, andcondemned

inhis ownconfcience, is enabled by the Spi-

rit of God, to behold the Lord Jesus Chrift

as evidently crucified before him. Heviews him

by faith as hanging uponthe croſs, bleeding,

groaning,dying, notonly forourgood, butfor

ourtranfgreffions, and in our ſtead. He is now

aſſured that thefword ofdivinejustice, which

he ſaw awaked against himself, dis ſheathed

anddrenched inthe bowels of a Redeemer :

he fees that theholy,just, and fiery law, which

denouncedſuch dreadful curſes against him

for fin, is fulfilled, magnified, and madeho-

nourable by the perfect obedience and merito-

rious ſufferings of the bleſſed Jeſus. He

ſees this glorious righteouſneſs of the furety,

imputed ofGod, to himself, and is hereby

enabled to reſt his foul upon this & chofen, tried,

precious, andfure foundation. He appropri-

ates all that Chriſt has done and ſuffered to his

ownuſe. He cries out withjoy and rapture,

He has loved me, and given himselffor me

he is my Lord, andmyGod.

And O with what peace, and love, and

wonder, does one who has thus receivedthe

atonement, read over the historyand themy-

ſtery of the Saviour's humiliation ! his birth,

life, miracles, ſufferings, and death ; and the

glorious account ofhis refurrection, afcenfion,

feffion, and interceffion ! Every bough of the

tree of life, both on this fide, and the other

fide
1

aGal. iii . 1 .

Rom. vii . 12.

& Ifaiah xxviii. 16.

*Rom. V. 11.

► Ifaiah liii. 5.

• Ifaiah xlii. 21.

Gal. ii. 20.

• Zac. xiii. 7.

f Rom iv. 22.

Johnxx, 28.
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i

fide the river, yields to the believer's hand, a

rich variety of delicious fruit ; and the leaves

thereofbeal his every wound, and every dif-

eafe. Wonder not therefore, my friends, that

having myſelftaſted how good the Lord is, I

ſhould be ſo importunate and preffing with

you, to return to him likewiſe : Return to the

Lord, for be will have mercy, be will abun-

dantly pardon.
:

C

V

Is any one ready to afk; but how can I be
affured that he will receive ſo vile aawretch

as me ? These words of our text are full to the

print; he will have mercy, he will pardon.

The words are doubled, becauſe they are fure ;

but for your farther comfort and encourage-

ment, confider our Saviour's merciful nature :

He is the only begotten Son of the Father of

mercies : he is the express image ofthe father's

perfon. God is love, and Jeſus is love ; a

God of love, cloathed with fleſh andblood-

manifefting himself to us, in the moſt tender

familiar manner, to forbid our fears, and to

animate our hope; ſo that altho' we have a

f great high priest over the house of God ; one

who thinks it no robbery to be equal with God,

*yet he is merciful and compaſſionate, beyond

expreffion, even to the ignorant, and those

who are out of the way. Hence he is empha-

tically ftiled the Lamb of God. He is touched

with afeeling ofour infirmities. He has been

in allpoints tempted like unto us,
:

tho' without

.3

Gen. xli. 42.

Heb . iv. 3 .

• Rev. xxii. 1 .

2Cor. i. 3.

f Heb . iv. 14.

2

* Phil. ii. 6.

fin,

John i . 14.

John iv. 8 .

hJohn i. 29.
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fin, and therefore is able and willing to fuc-

cour us, and hence the apostle encourages

the weakest and the vileſt, to * come boldly to a

throne ofgrace, that we may obtain mercy, and

find grace to help in timeof need.

Confider howtenderlyand readilyJeſusheal-

ed the bodily diſeaſes of all who came to him

whilehe was upon earth. Haveyou heard or

read of any poor helpleſs creature that fought

to him for mercy, and was refuſed ? Not one,

And can you think him altered fince ? Far be

it from us to think, that he who ſhewed ſuch

compaffion to the bodies of all wherever he

came, will now fuffer a penitent praying foul

to periſh at his feet. No, he never did, he

never will : rather, he is ſtill calling those who

otherwise would never have thought ofcom-

ing to him, as he formerly called Matthew from

the receipt of custom, Simon and Andrew

from their nets, Zaccheus out of the Syca-

more-tree, and publicans and ſinners from

every quarter ; † for he is come toseek, and to

Save that which was loft.

Confider the gracious appointmentofhis or-

dinances ; he has left us his word, he conti-

nues to fend forthhis miniſters, he has promi-

fed the prefence and power of his Spirit to

accompany their labours; and all for this end,

that dead finners may be awakened, and

mourning finners comforted.

Confider his kind and gracious invitations to

poor trembling fouls. Whenhe once hadde-

clared the fulness ofhispower and commiſſion,
E

* Heb. iv. 15, 16. + Luke xix. 10..

that
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that all things were delivered into his hands : and

that as Mediator, the entire adminiſtration of

the covenant ofgrace was committed to him,

he immediately adds, * Come unto me ye that la-

bourandareheavyladen, and Iwillgiveyou reft.

And elsewhere, † Ifany man thirst, let himcome

unto me and drink, and him that cometh to me

Iwill in no wife caft out. Andnow he is exalt-

ed to thethrone ofglory, his heart is ſtill the

fame: his endearing invitations, are as full of

compaffion and grace as before. How affect-

ing, how kind, how comfortable are his laſt

words, with which he cloſes his laſt revela-

tion ! IJefus havefent my angel to testify these

things unto the churches-as worthy their pe-

culiar attention ‡ Thespirit and the bride, Say

come ; and lethim that heareth, say come ; and

lethim that is a-thirst come, and whosoever will,

let him taste of the water of life freely.

To theſe confiderations, I might add-the

experience of real chriſtians in all ages, the

whole church militant upon earth, and the

countleſs myriads in glory, who have wash-

ed their robes, and made them white in the

blood of the Lamb, are ſo many witneſſes

of his truth, and eternal monuments of his

abundant mercy. Those who are now in hea-

ven were once on earth as we are, ſubject to

the fame infirmities, beſet by the fame ene-

mies, perplexed with the fame fears and doubts

-but they || were made more than conquerors

through him that loved them and now they

are before the throne, proclaiming his praiſe,

and

* Matt. xi. 27, 28.

Rev. xxii. 16, 17 .

† John vii . 37. vi. 37.

Rom. viii.
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and *faying with a loud voice, worthy is the

Lamb that was flain, to receive power, and

riches, and wisdom, andstrength, and honour,

andglory, and blessing ; for he hath loved us,

and washed us from our fins in his own blood,

and hath made us kings and priests to God and

his Fatherfor ever: ſo that you fee thematch-

leſs love, and meritorious blood of our ado-

rable Saviour, are the grand ſubjects of the

fongs of heaven. May the Lord give you a

right understanding of theſe things, and you

will no longer queſtion his willingness to re-

ceive the chief of finners, who humbly ſeek

to him alone for pardon and acceptance.

I ſhall conclude with a word of application.

1. To the ungodly ignorant finner : too

manyfuch, it is to be feared, there are in this

numerous aſſembly. Alas, poor finful fouls,

what a miferable cafe are you in! your fitua-

tion is more deplorable than that of aman

ſleeping on the brink of a dreadful precipice,

a terror to all who ſee him, left the next mo-

ment he ſhould fall and be daſhed to pieces ;

yet he, poor wretch, fleeps on regardless ofhis

danger. When I conſider the weight oftheſe

words, EVERLASTING glory, and EVERLAST-

ING torment, and that a few uncertain mo-

ments will unalterably fix every foul here

preſent in the one of the other, the thought

overpowers me, and I feel the want ofwords

to expreſs myſelf as I ought. Oh ! who

amongst usshall dwellwith devouringfire ; who

amongst us shall dwell with everlasting burn
E 2

* Rev. v. 12. 1. 5. + Ifaiah xxxiii, ra.

ings ?

1
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:

ings ? I have a meſſage fromGod toyou fin-

ners, a meſſage of the utmost importance-It

is this-Let the wickedforfake his way and the

unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return

to the Lord let him do itspeedily, yea now ;

to-day, while it is called to-day, left the Lord

Swear in his wrath theyshall not enter into his

reft. Let him not onlydo it for one day, at fuch

a time as this, a day of occafional humilia-

tion; but once for all, let him return unto the

Lord; let him return unto the Lord with a

ſettled purpoſe to forſake him no more, ſo as

to ſay upon every future temptation, * I have

opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot

go back. Iknow affuredly, that I am nowad-

dreffing thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and

fins, and perhaps fome may hear me with a

contemptuous ſmile : but is not this a death

which is capable, ofſpiritual life ? Is it a thing

incredible with any ofyou, that Godshould raise

the dead ? or that the holy Spirit can breathe

upon thefe dry bones that they may live ? and

does not the Lord uſually operate in this great

concern by means and inſtruments ! If itit was

not fo, I might as well preach tobeafts as to

men: but my foul well remembers when

it was in your helpleſs miferable ſtate, and

how it was recovered ; and Itrust there are

ſome hundreds in this aſſembly who can wit-

neſs with me, that they were once dead, and

are alive again, and that it was by this foolish-

neſs ofpreaching, the Lord brought them to
the knowledge ofhis falvation.

1-4

A

2

* Judges xi. 35.

Iwould
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I would therefore renew my addreſs-O

that I knew how to engage you to forſake

your fins, and return to the Lord ! Ah, what

awretched choice have you made ! why will

ye prefer vain cares, empty pleaſures, or filthy

lufts, * to an incorruptible, undefiled, and un-

fading inheritance ? O wherefore do ye Spend

your money, your time and talents, †for that

whichis notbread, andyour labour for thatwhich

Satisfieth not ? Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil

ways, for why willye die ? O myGod ! turn

them, and they ſhall be turned ; draw them,

and they ſhall run after after thee.

I beſeech you, by the ſufferings of the Lord

Jeſus-O finner, behold the Lamb ofGod-fuch

was his love, that rather than we should be

loſt without remedy, he made his foul an of-

fering for our fins. The guilt of our oaths,

lies, drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, pride, malice,

and unbelief, was charged upon him. Come,

ſinner, and feehim preſſed under the immenfe

load, in the garden covered with tears, and

ſweat, and blood. Hark how he prays,

+ Father, if it be poffible let this cup pafs

fromme. Seehim inſulted, ſpitupon,ſcourg-

ed, and crowned with thorns -See the

Lord of Life condemned to the painful igno
minious accurſeddeath ofthe croſs. See him

bearing his croſs upon his bleeding ſhoulders

to Golgotha, and there fastened to it by his

hands and feet with iron ſpikes.
Hear his bit-.

ter complaint, || he cried with a loud voice, my

God

a

liw το π noteaפכ of этоэ

af Peria of Ifaiably. 2. Matt. xxvi 42.

Matt. xxvii . 51 .
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God, my God, why haft thou forsaken me ? The

earth heardthis and trembled, the rocks were

rent, the graves thrown open, and the hea-

vens withdrew their light-Ah finner, is thy
heart harder than rocks and ftones ! Was all

nature alarmed at this amazing ſcene, and art

thou quite infenfible ? What, did the Lord Je-

fus endure ſuch torments ofbody, fuch hor-

rors offoul ! and wilt thou ſtill go on in fin!

wiltthou trample upon his blood, and crucify

him afreſh ! O be ashamedof this ingratitude,

repent, return unto the Lord, ſo iniquity ſhall

not be your ruin

Methinks I can read fome concern in your

countenances. Methinks ſome ofyouare ready

to ſay, O that I could return this is the defire.

of myfoul. But alas, I have not the marks

ofthepeople ofGod, I want that poverty of

ſpirit, that fervent love, that ſpirit of prayer

which the ſcripture ſpeaks of, and which be-

lievingfoulspoffefs.
1

30

Ianſwer, it is true the Lord does require

theſe things ofall his people, butnot asterms

ofacceptance, not as a price in our hand to

procure his favour. No, all thefe are gifts

and graces provided freely in the everlasting

covenant, bestowed onus, andwrought in us

bythe Holy Spirit, and arethe fruits and effects

ofcoming to Jefus; fo that your having no

good thing ofyour own, is ſo far frombeing

hindrance, that you must fee and feel, that

you have nothing, and are nothing but fin,

before you either can or willcome to Jeſus for

ſalvation. I would advise you in the words of

the

a

3



( 31 )
2

the diſciples tothe blind man, Beofgood com-

fort, rise, the master calleth thee-Go directly,

fall proftrate at his throne ofgrace, confefs your

iniquities and fins, tellhim allyourcomplaints,

dangers and fears, andhumblyimplorehismer-

cy. Benot afraid ; Jeſus will ſtretch forth the

golden fceptre, anddiſplay the banner of free

fovereign grace. He willclothe you with change

of raiment, bring you into his banqueting-

house, and feastyou with the bread of life, the

hidden manna, and the wine of paradife. He

willfayunto you, Son, all that Ihave is thine,

*I am thy shield, thy portion, andthy exceeding

great reward.

C

In this way, by humbling yourſelves before

the Lord, till you obtain an experience of his

mercy and grace; ifyou cannot ſave a guilty

land from judgments, you will saveyourfouls,

and perhaps you may fave your lives likewiſe

inthe day ofvengeance. When Ezekiel ſaw

in a viſion the destroying angels at the gate of

Jerufalem, waiting for a command to flay ut-

terly old and young without mercy, he ſaw

likewife andbeheldtheAngel ofthe Covenant

ſet a mark on the foreheads of thoſe & whofigh

and mourn for all the abominations that are done

in the midst of her. And the destroyers were

exprefly enjoined not to come near any upon

whom is the mark. Therefore whatever you

do, ſeek righteousness, it may be youshall be

hid in the day of the Lord's fierce anger.

But

c Cant. ii. 4.
•Markx. 49. b Zech. iii . 4.

d Rev. ii . 17 . • Lukexv. 31 . f Gen. xvii. 1.

& Ezek. ix. 16. h Zepb. ii. 3.
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:

:

*He

But who can ſay ?-perhaps the converfion

of a ſmall remnant may tend to the prefer-

vation of the whole community. Afew pray-

ing believing fouls may help to fill up the

dreadful breach, and ſtop the overflowing

ſcourge from breaking in upon a finful land.

Our gracious God would have ſpared wicked

Sodom, even for ten righteous men.

would have ſpared Jerufalem for a fingle Per-

fon. Run ye to andfro, andsee now if ye

canfind a man that seeketh the truth, and Iwill

pardon it. Let every one therefore, who is de-

firous to promote the peace and happineſs of

his country, begin athome, firſt with his own

heart, then with his houſe, and from thence

let his light ſhine upon all around him, till the

little leaven ſhall ſpread through the whole

land. The Lord grant it may be ſo with each

ofus.

Butwithout this perſonal andcordial furren-

der of ourſelves unto the Lord, it will avail

little to complain of the abominations that fill

our land, or to preach to others while we our-

ſelves are ſtill in our fins, ‡ alienatedfrom the

life ofGod, andstrangers to the covenants ofpro-

miſe. Firſt , ſays our Lord, || cast out the beam

out of thine own eye, and then thou shalt fee

clearly to open the eyes, and correct the faults

ofothers ; or elſe what anſwer can we make

to that cloſe alarming question of the apostle ?

§ Thou that teacheſt others, teachest thou not thy-

felf? Let meſum up all with,

:

* Gen. xviii.

1 Matt. vii. 3 .

+Jer. v. 2.

§ Rom. ii. 21 .

‡ Eples. iv. 18-.ii. 12.
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2. A word of advice to the people ofGod.

My dear friends, bear it ever on your minds,

that whatyou are, and have, more than others ,

is not of merit on your part, but the effect of

free ſovereign diftinguiſhing grace ; I beſeech

you therefore, * let all bitterness, wrath, clamor,

and evil-speaking, be put awayfrom you, with

allmalice ; andbe you kind one to another, ten-

der-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God

for Christ'sfakehasforgiven you. This happy

ſpirit becomes us at all times, but eſpecially

now, when the judgments ofGod are ſo aw-

fully abroad in the earth. Let us hear the rod

and him that hath appointed it. Every trouble,

whether outward or inward, all that we hear

of, and all that we feel, is deſigned to fubdue

our ſpirits, to purify us from envy, bigotry,

and every hateful temper, from the love of a

vain world, from ſelf-dependence, and ſelf-

ſeeking, and to quicken our progress and affec-

tions towards heavenly things. And unleſs

theſe ends are anſwered, unleſs a ſpirit ofhu-

mility, wiſdom, zeal, unanimity, and love : ina

word, unless the power oftrue evangelical piety

is cultivated and prevails, wecannot well expect

but that these things are the beginning offor-

rows ; therefore let us likewiſe return unto the

Lord, lament our paſt backſlidings, and reſolve

in his ſtrength to cleave unto him with full

purpoſe ofheart, and we shall find † his name

a strong tower of defence ; then we need not be

afraid of any evil-tidings, yea tho the earth

ſhould be moved, andthe mountains caft into the

midst
F

*Ephef. iv. 31, 32. † Psalms cxii. 7.

1



( 34

midst ofthe sea: for the Lord Jesus Chriſt, our

Saviour, and our friend, who exerciſes all

power in heaven and in earth, ſhall be unto

usahiding placefromthe wind, and a covert

from the tempest, as rivers of waters in a dry

place, and as theshadow of a great rock in a

weary land; for the Lordbath pleasure in bis

people, and will beautify the meek with falva-

12

Ifaiah xxxii, z. + Psalms cxlix. 4
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