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PR ETF A CE

T bas been the Praciice of many (perbaps fincere and well-.

meaning Perfons t00) in all Ages of the Church, at the fame
Time that they bave attempted to guard againft one Error in
Point of Dodirine, to fall into anotber ; [o that while they bave
been publicly cautioning Mankind againft running into one Ex~
treme, they bave unwarily led them into amother, equally as
great and full as dangerous. , ’

Perbaps, in no owe Infance bas this Obfervation been more -
Sully verified, than in Perfons treating of the Dollrines of the
Grace of God in Chrift Fefus to lofs, belplefs Sinners 5 to avoid -
the dangerous and defirutiive Tenets of Antinomianifm, they
bave run into the gloomy, unferiptural Scheme of Arminianifm;
and o exceeding wife, fo very cautious, fo prodigioufly careful
Jome bave pretended to be in bandling thefe Points, that they
bave [o mixed and adulterated the Declarations of God's ever-
lafiing Love to Sinners with their carnal Wifdom, buman Phi-
lofophy and vainDeceits, that, infiead of declaring the whole
Counfel of God, exalting the ever-bleffed Redeemer, fetting
Jorth the Fulnefs of the Grace that is treafured up in bim,
as the Surety and Covenant-Head of bis People, and of their
Safety and Salvation thereby 5 they bave, in the [ffue, brought
down_the Plan of eternal Wifdom and Salvation to a meer bu-
man Scheme, deficient, precarious, and uncertain ; they bave
attempted to contrali the boundle(ls Dimenfions of the Breadth
andLength, and Depth and Height of the Love of God in Chrift
Jefus, from Infinite Extenfion, to the narrow Compafs of a fi-
nite Span s and, contrary to the exprefsDeclaration of God, have
attempied tg make it appear, that God's Thoughts are as our
T houghts, and bis Ways as our Ways: O my Soul, come not
thou into their Secret, unto their Affembly, mine Honour,
be not thou united !

A ~ , The
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" The Abfurdity of fuch a Prattice, bow it impeaches the Wif-
dom of the omnifcient Jehovah, by fuppofing bis revealed Truths
not [ufficiently guarded from dangerous Confequences; bow it tends
to difcomfort anddifbearten bis milisant Saints, weakening their
Confidence, enervating their Faith, abating the Fervour of their.
Love, and, confequently, obfiructing their chearful Progrefs in the
1 ay of Holine[s and Obediente, I fbatl not now go about to prove,
but bumbly and beartily wifb, this was more calnity onfidered,
and more ferioufly attended to. I think 1he following Letter
doth firengly militate againft fuch Perfons and fuch Pratlices.
The Author (whofe Works are fo well known, and fo well re-
eaved by the Chriftion World, that it is as needlcfs, asit wenld
appear [uperflucus inme to fay ary thing in C ommendationof Him),
dres not retraét from, deny, or give up any of the divineT: ruths,

sindér 'a meer carnal Suppofition of Mens abufing them to licen-

sicus Purpofes, or to the Negledi of true Holinefs; no: He well
knew they would naturally produce a contrary Effect, and there-
fore alts with more Wildom, end meve Humility 3 be feriptu-
vally ond judicionfly oppofeth Truth to Error, Light to -Dark-
nefs, the Streugth and Power of Ged’s Word to the Weaknefs
and Delufion of Mens Opinions 5 aid by the moft cogent and
wweighty Reafons, drawen from the lively Oraclesy be defends the

 advanced Triiths of God, againft 'fuch as attempt to corrupt

and pervert the fame. -

I bave various Reafens for publifling the following Extract.
T call it an-¥xtral, tho’ I have only abridged it of three or
four Pages, which as they bad ¢n imincdiate Reference to the
State of Things at the Time the Author wrote it, are of little
or no Signification to us at this Day 5 Jo that it contains all the
Sum and Sulbfience of the criginal Letter, fo far as may be of

" Ufe and Profit to us.” *I pray the Lord “Yefus, the God of

21 Grace and Power, to own end accompany it with bis Ble/-
fing to every Reader’s Heart. '

C My Reafons for pubiifbing this Treatife are as follows :
| 18, I think it admirably well calculated to promote the Prac- ~

tice of evangelical Holinels 5 for as the Doélrines it contains
0 . N N 3
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PRETFATCE v

and defends are the very Truths of God, clearly revealed, and
fufficiently attefted in the Bible s fo whenever, by the Spirit of

God, they are brought bome to the Soul, and the Believer bap- .

by kmrws bimfelf interefted in them, fuch. joyful Experience
upon bis own Heart, bath a native T, endemjy to animate and
influence the heaven-born Soul to walk in-the Way of Ho-
linefs, as one that knows bim/zlf redeemed by Blood divine, and

expells to live and reign with bis redeeming Fefus in the Man~ -

Sions of Holine[s and Happinefs above.

2dly, Another Reafon is, that at the fame Time that it de-
tefls and explodes the meer human and unfcriptural Scheme of
Arminianifm, i# ¢s alfo well fuited as an excellent Preferva-
tive againft the wild and extravagant Sallies of Antinomi-
anifm. While it tends to confirm and eftablifb the true Believer
"in the Dolirines of God’s Grace, the Doltrines which are ac-
cording to Godlinefs, it thereby cuts the Sinews, and everturns
the very Foundation of thofe dangerous, Scripture-perversing;
God-difbonouring, Soul-decesving Tenets of Antinomianifm,
which our Author in the Letter juftly defcribes as < a Meteor,
¢ or Comet, that will foon bl{;ze out, and its Folly be qmc/e(y
¢ bift off the Stage.”

AThird Reafon is, that I bave hereby a fair Opportunity of
teftifying to the World, the Dofirines I advance inmy public
Minifiry, as they are none other, than what this judicious Di-
wine bas in bis Letter [o fcripturally lnid down, dnd jufth de-

Jended.  For preaching thefe Truths, I am brought under the
- fame Charge which, in bis Day, was edvanced againft thefe
Jalutary, [criptural, foul-fren; g thening, beart- -comforting, bo-
linefs-producing Doftrines : So am I alfo interefied in the De-
fence.  To fhew my Abborrence of Antinomian Tenets, and

as a Defence of what T publicly preach, I thought I could not !

do it in a petter Manner, than fubfcribing 1y Name, as an

Editor, to what from my Heart I acquiefce in. - That bereby

the Moushs of any Adverfaries to thefe Gofpel-truths might be
Seopped 5 gnd the People, among whom I labour in the Lord
" Fefus, might bave a fair Opportunity of more fully knowing
. my Fudgment upon thefe Points, by baving this vzzluable Trea-
_ tl/? to pc’rufe at their Leifure. Fo*

1
l
|
1
|
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. Laply, Upon Enquiry, I find this Letter is not to be bought
Jeparate from the Author’s other Works, which, though very
excellent, yet as they are large, might be too expenfive for many
20 purchafe. Therefore, on all thefe Accounts I bave publifbed
it, that what is fo truly valuable might be more public,
and I bope, and truft, and pray may be ufeful to the eternal
Intereft of many. '

And now, dear Reader, fuffer me to afk, Haft thou any Re-
Uifb for the Dofirines of Grace ? Daft thou know any thing of
thine own Heart ? Haft thou any Knowledge of Fefus as thy
loving Saviour 3 any Difcoveries of bis dying Love and rifing
Power to thy poor Soul 2 Is the Name of Fefus [weet to thy
Tafte,and the Perfon of Fefus precious to thy Sight 2 In aWord,
Dofi thou efteem bim as the chicfefp among ten thoufand, and
altogether lovely ? Is be thy Beloved, and thy Friend ? Then
art thou a bappy Soul indeed.  Highly favoured, and greatly
beloved of thy God art thou. Al hail ! 1 congratulate thee.
What tho'-thou art the Envy of Devils 5 defpifed and loaded
with Calumny by a wicked, ill-natured World without, and
of ten exercifed with the Plague of a deceitful Heart within ;
yet, be not difmayed, but joy and rejoice in thy Saviour 5 look
“to, and long for the happy Fruition, and full Enjoyment of thy

- Fefus, in that Kingdom which cannot be moved ; To which.

thou baft a purchafed Right, and of which thou [balt have g
Jure Poffeffion ; for (wonderful to tell ] charming to believe !) .
thou art an Heir of God, and joint Heir with Fefus Cbrift
thy Lord 5 nor Siny nor Death, nor Hell fball ever be able to

\ keep thee from thy beavenly Inberitance. The Lord Fefus

comfort thee in thy Way, and, if it be bis blefled Will, make
this Work profitable to thee in tBe Houfe of thy Pilgrimage.

S0 wifberh ioft fervently, |
" An unworthy Servant of :}’gﬁu;
And thine in the everlafting Gofpel,

' Leeds, Feb, -
aii JOHN EDWARDS.



LETTER

TO A

MINISTER, &-
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S IR,

O U R earneft Defire of Information about the Dif-
) % ferences amongft fome Minifters and Profeffors in
i g Londom, whereof you hear fo much by flying Re-
ports, and profefs you know fo little of the Truth

oo - thereof, is the Caufe of this-Writing.

T rE Subjet of the Controverfy is, about the juftifying Grace of

Gob in Jefus Chrift. Owned it is by both: and both fear it be
abufed; either by turning it into Wantonnefs, hence the Noife of
Antinomianifm 3 or by corrupting it with the Mixture .of Works;
hence the Fears, on the other Side, of Arminianifm. Both Parties
difown the Name caft upon them. Theone will not be called Ar-
minians 3 and the other hate both Name and Thing of Antinomian-
ifmtruly fo called. Both fometimes fay the fame 1§hlng, and pro--
fefs their Aflent to the do&rinal Articles of the Church of England,
to the Confeffion of Faith and Catechifms compofed at #7s/fminfier,
and to the Harmony of the Confeflions of all the reformed Chur-
ches, in_thefe Dodlrines of Grace. And, if both be candid in
) ’ this

\
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this Profeffion, it is very ftrange that there ﬂ]ould be any Contro-
verly amongft them.

LET us therefore, firft take a View of the Parties, and then of
their Principles. As to the Party fufpe@ed of Antinomianifin and
Libertinifm in this City: It is commonly faid of them, that it is
only their Principles, and the Tendency of them to loofe Walk-
ing, that they blame. But, waving that at prefent, it feems not *
fair to charge a People with ‘licentious Do&trines, when the Pre~
feflors thereof are approved of for their Godlinefs ; and when they
do fincerely profefs, that their Godlinefs begun with, and is pre-
moted by the Faith of their Principles. Let it not be miftaken,

*if I here make a Comparifon betwixt Papifls and Proteflants. The

latter did always profefs the Do&rine of Juftification by Faith a-
lone. This was Blafphemy in the Papi/'s Ears. They ftill did,
and do cry out againft it, as a licentious Doétrine, and deftru&ive

“of good Works. Many fufficient Anfwers have been given unto

this unjuft Charge. Bt to my Purpofe : The Wonder was, that
the Papi/is were not convinced by the fplendid Holinefs of the old
Believers, and | by the vifible Truth of their holy Pra&ice; and
their profefling, that as long as they lived in the Blindnefs and
Darknefs of Popery, they were profane; and that as foon as Go b
revealed the Gofpel to them, and had wrought in them the Faith
thereof, they were fan&ified, and led other Lives. So witneffed
the'noble Lord Csbham, who {fuffered in K. Henry the Vth’s Time,
above an hundred Years befare Luther. His Words at his Exami-
nation before the Archbithop of Canterbury, and his Clergy, were
thefe: ¢ As for that virtuous Man, ickliff, (for with his Doc-
« trine he was charged) whofe Judgment ye fo highly difdain ;
¢ I thall fay of my Part, both before Gop and Man, that before
« T knew that defpifed Do&rine of his, I mever abftained from

¢ Sin; but fince I learned therein to fear my Lord ‘Gop, it hath

< otherwife, I truft, been with me. So much Grace could I ne-
«¢ ver find in all your glorious Inftructions.”  Fox’s Book of Maya .
“« t_y).f, Vol. 1. P. 640. col. 2. edit. 1664. .

Bu T paffing thefe Things, let us look to Pnncnples, and that
with refpec to their native and regular Influence on San&ification.
And I am willing that that thould determine the Matter, next to

. ‘the

’
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the Confonancy of the Prmcn-pies therhfelves to the Word of Gow.
1t can be ne Dodrine of G o b, that is not according to Godlinefs.
Some think, that if goed Works,' and Holinefs, and: Repenunce,
be allowed no Room in Juftification, that there is no Room left
for them in the World, and in the Practice of Believers. So.hard
feema it to be to fome, to keep in their Eye the ¢ertain fixed Bounds
betwixt Juftification and Sané&tification. There is no Difference

- betwixt a juftified and a fan&tified Man ; for he is always the fame

Perfan that partakes of thefe Privileges. But]uﬁiﬁcatipn and-Sanc-
tification. differ greatly, in many Refpels; as is commonly lmown
'But to come a little clo&r

THE Party here fufpe&ed of Antimomianifm, do conﬁdemly pro-
teft, before Gop, Angels, and Men, That they efpoufe no new
Do&rine about the Grace of Gop, and Juftification, and the 5-
ther coincident Points,. but what the Reformers at Home and A-
broad did teach, and all the Proteffant Churches do own. And
that in .Sum is: ¢ That a law-condemned Sinner is freely juftified
“ by Gon’s Grace, through the Redemption that is in- Jefus
¢ Chrift ; that he is juftified oy- for the Righteoufnefs of Chrift
€ im uted to him by Gop of his free Grace, and received by
¢ Faith’ alone as an Inftrument; which Faith is the Gift of the
< fame Grace.” For guarding againft Licentioufnefs, they ¢on-
ftantly teach, out 'of.Go'D.’s.Word, ¢« "That without Helinefs no
¢ Man can fee Gop: That all that believe truly on Jefus Chrift,
< as they are juftified by the Sprinkling of his Blood, {o are they
“ fandtified by the Effufién of his Spirit : "That all that boaft of
< their Faith in Chrift, and yet live after their own Lufts, and
¢ the Courfe of this World, have no true Faith at all ; but.do,
“ in their Profeflion, and contradi@ing.Pra&ice, blafpheme the
s¢ Name of Gob, and the Do&rine of his 'Grace; and, conti-
< nuing fo, fhall perifh with a double DeftruGtion, beyond that
- ¢ of the openly profane, that make na- Profefion.” And when
’ they find any.fuch:in their Communion, which is exceeding rare-

, they. caft them out-as: dead Branches. They teach, < That

A as the daily Study of Sanétification is a meceffary Exercife to all

¢¢ that are in Chrift; fo the Rule of their Direion therein, is

s¢ the holy, fpotlefs Law of Gop in Chrift’s Hand: That the Ho-
J ly Ghoft is the Beginner and Advancer of this Work, and Faith ~

B [{4 ln
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¢ i’ Jefiis Chrift the great Mean thereof : “That no Man-cdn be
¢ boly till he be in Chrift, and united to him by Faith; and that
. -noMan is truly in Chrift, but he is thereby fanctified.” Th
.¢¢"preach the Law, .to condemn all Fleth out of Chrift; 'and to
¢« thew thereby to People the Neceflity of: betaking themfelves to
¢ him for Salvation.” -See the’ favoury Words of. blefitd: Tridal,
called “the Apoflle of England, in his Letter-to: Fohn Frith,  writteh
~Fan. \1533 5 Book of Martyrs, wol. 2.9 308. ¢« Expoutid the
-¢¢ Law- truly, and open.the Vail of Mo/, to condemn all:Fleth,
.%.;20d prave all Men Sinners, and. all Deeds under the:Law; be-
¢ fore Mercy have taken away the Condemnation: thereofy:to be
* ¢ Sin, and damnable; and then, as a faithful Minifter, fet a-
-¢¢ brdach the Mercy of aur Lord Jefus, and let the wounded.Con-
« {ciences drink of the "Water of him.— And then fhall your
.¢¢ Preaching be with Power, and not as thae Hypocrites.. >And the
-¢¢ Spirit of Gop fhall work with you ;iapd all Confciences fhall
¢¢ bear Record unto you, and feel that:it'is fo.~ And all' Do&rine
1< that cafteth a Mift on thefe two, 10 {hadaw- and hide them, I
:*¢ mean the Law of Gop, and Mercy of Chrift; that refift you
+¢¢ with all your Power.” And fodowee - -1+ ’
R ) A . oy ' TR
.~ WHAT is there in al] this to be offended:with ? Is not this.enough
-to.¥indicate our Dockrine from any. Teendency to Licentioufnefs ?
I am afraid, that there are are foin¢ Things wherein we differ
,morc than they think fit yet to exprefs; And I fhall guefs at ther.

* . 1. Tue fift is'sbaut the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift.
’This Rightc'ouﬁlcfaof Chrift, in his active and pafive Obedience,
.hath been aflerted by Prateflant Divines,. to be not only the pro-
.curing and meritorious Caufe of our- Juftification ; for this.the Pa-
pifts own ; .but the Matter; as the Impuitation of it is the Form of
.our Juftification : though I think, thatour logical Termsare not
fo: adapted for fuch divine Myfteries. . :But whatever Propriety or
Jmpropriety be in fuch School-terms, the.comimon Protefiam Doc-
trine hath been, That .a convinced Sinner, fesking Jufl¥hication,
‘muft have nothing in his Eye but this;Righteoufnefs of Chuift, as
G op propufeth nathing elfe to him; -and. that Gop, in juftifying
a Sinner, -accepts him in this Righteoufnefsonly, when he imputes
it to’him, . S L .
vt - Naow
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Now, about the lmputsed Rxghteoufnefs of Chnﬁ fome fay,'r
¢« That it belongs only to the Perfon of Chrift : he was under the
¢ Law, and bound to keep it for himfelf; that he might be a fit

- ¢ Mediator, without Spot or Blemith: That it is a Qualification.

¢ in the Mediator, rather than a Benefit acquired by him, to be
<« communicated. to his People.” For they will not allow < this.
<. pexfonal nghteoufnefs of Chrif} to be imputed to us any other-
« wife than in the Merit of it, as. purchaﬁng for us a more eafy
¢ Law of Grace ; in the Obfervation whereof they place all our
¢ juftifying R|ghteoufnefs ”  underftanding hereby ¢ our own.
“ perfonal inherent Holinefs, and nothing elfe.” They ‘hold,.
< "That Chrift died to merit this of the Father, viz. that we might

© ¢ be juftified upon eafier Terms under the Gofpel, than thofe of

¢ the Law of Inngcency. Inftead of Juftification by perfet Obe-
<< dience, we are now to be juftified by our own evangelical Righ-

" ¢ teoufnefs, made up , of F aith, Repentance, and fincere Obe-

¢ dignce.” : .And 1f we hold not with them in this, they tell the
World, we are Enemiss. to evangelical Holinefs, - flighting the
Pradice of all good Works, and allowing our Hearers to live as
they lit. = Thus they flander the Preachers of Free-grace, becaufe
we do not place Juftification in our own inherent Holinefs; but in
Chrif’s perfe@ Righteoufnefs, imputed to us upon our believing
in him. Which Faith, we teach, purifies the Heart, and always
inclinesto Holinefs of Life. ~Neither de we hold any Faith to be
true and faving, that doth not fhew itfelf by good Works; without
which no Man is, or can be juftified, either in his own Confcience,
or before Men - But it doth not hence follow, that we cannot be

‘ Jpﬁnﬁed in the Sight of Gop by Faith pnly ; as the Apoﬁle Paul.

afferts the latter, and the Apoftle Fames the fcrmer, in a good A-
greement

Y Txu-:RE appears to be fome Difference, or Mifunderftanding

-of one another, about the true Notion and Nature of Ju{hfym'r

Faith. Divines comrnonly diftinguifh betwixt the direst Aé of
Faith, and the reflax A, The direct At is properly jultifying
and favmtr Faith ; by which a loft Sinner comes to Chrift, and re-
lies upon him for Salvation. The reflex 4it is the looking back of
the Soul upan A fprm"r A&of Faith. A rational Creature can re-
o B3 flect

MRS
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fle€t upon his own A&ts, whether they be A&s of Reafon, Faith,
ar Unbelief. S

A direct A of favmg Faith, is that by whach a loft Smner goes
out of himfelf to Chrift for Help, relying upon him anl; for Salva-
tion. A reflex A arifeth from the Senfe that Faith gives of its own
inward A&, - upon a ferious Review. The Truth and Sincerity
of which is further cleared up to the Cenftience, by the genuine
Fruits of an unfeigned Faith, appearing to all Men in our good
Livcs, and holy Converfation. But for as plain as thefe Things

be, yet we find we are frequently miftaken by others: and we
wonder at the Miftake ; for we dare not afcribe to fome learned

" and good Men, - the Principles of Ignorance, or Wilfulnefs, from

whence Miftakes in plain Cafes ufually proceed. When we do
prefs Sinners ta come to Chrift by a dire& A& of Faith, confifting
in an humble Reliance upon him for Mercy and Pardon; they
will underftand us, whether we will or not, of a reflex A& of
Faith, by which 2 Man knows and believes, that his -Sins are
pardoned, and that Chrift is his; when they might eaﬁly know

- that we mean no fuch Thing. Mr. Waker Marfball, in his ex-

celent Book, lately publehe! hath largely opened this, ‘and the
true Controverfy of this Day, though it be elght or nine Years
hnce he dxcd

3. WE feem to differ about the Intereft, and Room, and Place,
that Faith hath in Juftification. That we are juftified by Faith
in Jefus Chrift, is fo plainly a New-Teftament Truth, that no
Man, pretending riever fo barely to the Chriftian Name, deniesit.
The Papifis own it; and the Socinians, and Arminians, and all own
it. But how diﬁ'erent are their Senfes of it? And inde¢d you
cannot more fpeedily and certainly judge of the Spirit of 2 Man,
than by his real inward Senfe of this Phrafe, (if you could reach
it) A Sinner is juftified by Faith in ? efus Chriff. Some fay, That
Faith in Jefus Chrift juftifies as it is a Work, by the 75 credere 5
asifitcame in the Room of perfe& Obedience, required by the Law.
Some, That Faith juftifies, as it is informed and animated by Cha-
nty So the Papifls ; who plainly confound Juﬁiﬁcatxon and Sanétifi~
cation. ‘Some fay, That Faith juftifies, asitis a fulfilling of the Co N-
D x'r 1on of the New Covenant, lf thou belicveft, thou fhalt be fared..

Nay,

~
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Nay, they Will' not hold there ; but they will have this Faith to
juftify, as it hath a Principle and Fitnefs in it to difpofe to fincere
Obedience. The plain old Proteflant Do&rihe is, That. the
Place of Faith:in Juftification is only that of 2 Hand or Inftrument,
receiving the Righteoufrefs of Chrift, for which ony we are jufti-

. . fied. So that though great Scholdrs do often confound themfelves

. and others, in their Difputatiotis about Faith’s juftifying a Sinnér 3
every poor plain Believer hath the Marrow of this Myftery feeding
his Heart; and he can readily tell you, That to be juftified by
Faith, is to be )uﬂ:c.ﬁed by Chnﬁ s Righteoufnefs; apprehended by
F :uth. :

4. WE feem to mxfundcrﬁand ohe another about the two ldams,
and efpecially the latter. See Rom. v. 12. to the End. In that Ex-
cellent Scripture a Comparifon is inflituted, which if we did duly
underftand, and agree in, we fhiould not readily differ in the main
Things of the Gofpel. The Apoftle there tells us, that the firft
Adam ftood in the Room of all his natural Pofterity. He had theit
" Stotk in his Hand. While he fbood; they flood in him ; when he
+ foll, they fell with him. By his Fall he derived Sin and Death to
. dll them that fpring from him by niataral Generation. -- This is the
_fad Side. But he tells us, in Oppofition thereto, and in comparing

therewith, that Chrift, the fecond Man, is the new Head of the
redeemed World, He flands in their Room j his Obedience is
theirs ; and he conmhunicates to s fpiritual Offspring, juft the
contrary tq what the firft finfol 4dam doth to his natural Offspring ;
Righteoufiefs inftead of Geilt and Sin, Life inftead of Death,
Juftification inflead of Condemnation, and eternal Life inftead of
‘Hell deferved. So. that I think the 3d’ 4‘]’1,’ and Sth Chapter’s of
the Epifile to the Romans, for the Myftery of Juftification ; and
the 6thi, 7th, and: 8th, for the . Mpyflery of Sandtification, deferve
eur deep Study... But whit fap ethers about Chrift’s being the fe-
cond Adam #- We fand them unwilling to fpeak of it; and when
they doy it is. quite aliew from theSvope of the Apoftlein that Chap-~
ter. Thus to ub thep fecan. tofay, < Thiat Gop asa Rector,
- Ruler, @overnon; hath refolved to' fave Men by Jefus Chrift :
¢ That the Rule of this Government is the Gofpel, as a new
¢ Law of Grace : That Jefus Chrift is fee at the Head of this rec-
“ to:*al Gpveummn "Fhat-in that State e fits in Gloxy, ready and

oA ¢ able,
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¢ able, out of his Purchafe and Merits, to give: Jiiftification and:
¢ eternal Life to all that can bring good Evidence:of. their having’
¢ complied with the TERMs and CoNDITIONS of the Law
«¢ of Grace.” Thus they antedate the la& Day, :and hold forth.
Chrift as a Judge, rather than a Saviour. Luther was wont to
warn People of this Diftin&ion, frequently in his Comment on.the;
Epiftle to the Galatians. And no other Headfhip to Chrift do we.
find fome willing to admit, but what belongs to his kingly Office..
As for his Suretithip, and being the fecond Adam, and a public’
Perfon, fome treat it with Contempt. Ihave heard that Dr. Tho-
mas Geodwin was in his Youth an Arminian, or at leaft inclining. -
that Way ; but was by the Lord’s Grace brought off, by Dr. Sités’s
clearing up to him this fame Point, of Chrift’s being the Head
and Reprefentative of all his People. Now, though we maintain:
ftedfaftly this Headfhip of Jefus Chrift, yet we fay not, that there,
is an a&ual partaking of his Fulnefs of Grace, till we.be in him
by Faith ; though this Faith is alfo given us on.Chriff’s Bebalf, Phil. i’
29. and we believe, through Grace, A&s xviii. 27. And we know no
Grace, we can call nothing Grace, we care for no Grace, but.
what comes from this Head, the Saviour .of the Body. But fo
much fhall ferve to point forth the main Thmgs of Difference and
Miftakes. e

Is it not a little provoking, that fome are fo captious, that. no:
Minifter can preach in the Hearing of fome, ¢ of the Freedom of.
« Gop’s Grace; of the Imputation of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs ; .of
¢ fole and fingle believing on him for Righteoufnefs,” and eternal
¢ Life; of the Impoffibility of a natural Man’s :doing any .good
¢ Work, before he be in Chrift ; of the Impaffibility. 'of the Mix«
¢ ing of Man’s Righteoufnefs and Works, with 1Chrift’s Righ~
< teoufnefs, in: the Bufinefs .of . Juftification ; :dnd: feveral other
<¢ Points,” - but he isimmediately. called, or fisfpe&ed-to be an. Au-
tinomian ? If we fay, that Faith in Jefus Chirift is neithet Work, nor.
ConpiTION; nor Qualification,in Juftification spbut.is a mere
Inftrument, receiving (as anempty:Hand receiveth: the fxeely,-gwcm
Alms) the Rightecufnefs .of Chrift jcand that imits.very A&, it is
a renouncing of all- Things butthe Gift.ofiGyace ; the Fire s kin-
dled. ‘So that.it-is come to thaty as Mrs: Cbrybpbtfﬁwltr fdidy
“ That he that will not.he ;{nm/;r_z/ican, muft be.called an Antmm#

¢ mian,’
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¢ mian.” ‘Truth is to be defended by Truth; but Error is often,
and unhappnly, oppofed by Error under TrutB’s Name -

BUT what' lhall we do in tlus Cafe? What lhall we do for Peaoc
-with ouf Brethven? Shalliwe lie ftill under their undeferved Res
proachcs +and: for keeping the Peare, filently fufferothers to beat

us unjuﬁly-? J¥ it were our own perfonal Concern, we thould bear
it & if it were only their chargthg us with Ignorance, Weaknefs,
and being ‘urftudied: Bivines, {4s ithey have ufed liberally to call.
‘all that have" ot learned, -ang dare.not believe their new Divinity)
'we‘mlght ealt ly pafs it by, or putitup. But when we fee the pure
“Gofpel of ‘Chrift corrupted and an Arminian Gofpel new vampt,
‘and obtruded on People, to the certain Peril of the Souls of fuch as
believe it ; and our Miniftry refleed upon,. which fhould be dear-
er to us than our Lives; can we be filent ? As we have a Charge
from.the ‘Lord, to deliver to our People what.we have received
from him’; fo; 2s he calls and emables, we are not to'give Place by
Subjectiony _nor or.an Four, to fuch. as creep iny not anly to fpy out,
‘but to deftroy,- notfo much- the Gofpel-Liberty, as the Gofpel-Sal-
vation wé ha\’em Chrift Jefus, and to bring us back under the Yoke of
Legal Bmdage And itdeed the Cale in that Eplﬁle to the- GaIatmns,
and ours, Has #: great Aﬁimty ' ‘

Ts it dcﬂred that' ‘we (hould ﬁarbear to make a free Offer of
Gop’s Grace m Chrift to the worft of Sinners ? - This cannot be
granted bry 134+ for this is the Gofpel faithful Saying, and worthy of
“all Acceptatisn’ (and therefore worthty “of all our. Preaching of it)
“that Sefus' Chrifl datne into the World to Jave Simders, and the Chicf of
thém, 1 Tim. i 15. This was the apoﬁohc’ Practice, according
to’ thelr Loﬁl’s Command, Mark: xvi. 15,16, Lube xxiv. 47.
‘They’ began at+Yernfalem; where the- ‘Lord of Life was wickedly
flain byt fhehi' i and ivet Eifein sindithrough his Blood was offered
1o and aeceptéd and obtamed byemany of them. . Every Believer’s

“Experjghice withefleth to this; that:every one that believes on Jefus
'Chrift,; 284 that Faith as the Chief of Sinners. Every Man - that
Teeth ‘himifelf nghtiy, thinks fo -of himfelf, and therein thinks not a-
‘mifs. Gop only knoweth who-is truly the greateft Sinner, and
cvery humbled Sinner-will think that he is the Man, -
SHALL
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SHAL!'. we tell Men, that ynlefs thsy bq hdy, thcy mu& nat
+ believe on Jefus Chrift ? that they muft not venture on Chrift for
Balvation, 'till: they be qualified and fit'to be reveived apd wel-
comed by him ! This were to forear: preaching the Gofpel atall,
or 1o forbid all Mea to believe on'Chrift.  For never was any Sin~
. mer qualified for Cbrit. He is well-qualified for s, 1 Cor. i 39.
But a Sinnez-out of Chrift hath no Qualification for Chrift but Sin
and Mifery. . Whence thould he have amy better, but in and
from Chrift? Nay, fuppofe an Impoffibility, that 2 Man were
qualified for Chrit ; I boldly affert, that fuch a Man would not,
nor could ever believe on Chrift. ‘'Far Faith is a loft, helplefs, cone
demned Sinner’s cafting himfelf on Chyift for Salvauon 3 and the
qnahﬁed Man is no fach Perﬁm, '

SHALL wewarn Peoplc, that thqyy fhould not bclieqe onChrift
_too foon:? It is impoffible that they fhould do it to fpon. Cana
Man obey the great Gafpel-Command tep foom? 1 Fobw iii. 23, or do
the great Work of God too foon ? Febnwi. 28, 29. A Man maytop
" foon think that he is in Chrift ; and that is when it is-not fo indeed :
.and this-we frequently teach.. But this is but an idle Dream, and
not Faith., A Man may too foon faney that he hath Faith ; but,
I hope, he cannot a& Faith too foon. If any fhould fay, a Man
‘may be holy too foon ; how would that Saying be refleCted upen ?
And yet it is Certain, that though no Man cap be too foon holy,
(becaufe he cannot too foon believe ax Chrift, which is-the anly
Spring of true Holinefs) yot he may, and many' do, fet about
‘the Study of that he counts Holinefs too foon'; that is, before
the Tree bechanged;, Matt. xii. 33, 345 35 5 before he have e new
Heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27 5 and the §pirit ef God duelking in bim,
which is ‘only got by Faith in Chrifty G, iii. 14.5a0d therefore
al} this Man’s ftudying of Holibefs, is not only vain Labour, but
a&ing of Sin.. And if this Study, -and thefe Endeavours, be ma-
naged, as commonly they are, to btain Jultification before Go,
they are the more wicked Works flill.  And becaufe. this Point is
needful to be known, I would give you fome Teftimonies for it,
Dodrine of the Church of Angland, in, her Thlrty,mpc Articles,

Art. 13 « Works dane hefore “the. Gnss of Chrift, and the In-
RSN ¢ {piration

~
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« fpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaf'ént to Gop; forafmuch

. < a5 they fpring not of Faith in Jefus Chrift : neither do théy

¢¢ make Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the School-Authors
< fay) deferve Grace of Congruity. Yea; rather, for that they
¢ are not done as GoD hath willed and commanded them to be
«done, we doubt not but they have the Nature of Sin:"* So Con-
felfin of Faith. Chap. 16. Art. 7. Calvin. Inflit. Lib. 3. Chap. 18,
Se&. 6. ¢¢ They (faith he, fpeaking of the Popifh Schoolmen)
¢ have found out I know not what moral good Works, where-
¢ by Men are made acceptable to Gop before they are ir-
< grafted into Chrift. As if the Scripture lied, when it faid, 7z
¢ are all in Death who have not the Son, 1 John v. 12. If they be
¢ in Death, how can they beget Matter of Life? As if it were of no
*«¢ Force, Whatfoever is not of Faith, is Sin: asif evilTrees could bring farfl)
good Fruit.”” Read ‘the Reft of that Se&ion. On the Contrary, the
Council of Trent, Seff. 6. Canon 7. {ay boldly, < Whofoever fhall fay,
¢ That all Works done before Juftification, howfoever they be
¢ done, are truly Sin, and deferve the Hatred of Gobp; let
¢ him be Anathema.” And to give you one more Bellowmg of
the' Beaft, wounded by the nght of the Gofpel, fee the fame
Councily Seff. 6. Can. x1. Si quis dixerit, Gratiam qua juffificamur,
¢ffé tantum favorem Dei; anathema fit.” Thidis fearful Blafphemy,
faith Dr. Downbam, Bifthop of Londsnderry, in his orthodox Book
of Juftification, Lib. 3. Cap. 1, where he faith, ¢ That the
«¢ Hebrew Words which in the Old-Teftament fignify the Grage
¢ of Gody, do always fignify Faveur, and never Grace inberent.
¢ And above fifty Teftimonies may be brought from the New-
¢ Teftament, to prove that by God’s Grace his Favour is fHll
¢ meant.”” But what was good Church of England DoGrine at
and after the Reformation, cannot now go down with fome Ar—
‘minianizing Nonconformifis,
L J .
IF then nothing will fatisfy our quarrelling Brethren, but either
Silence as to the main Points of the Gofpel, which we believe, “and
live by the Faith of, and look to be faved in; which we have
for many Years preached, with fome Seals of the Holy Ghoft in
converting Sinners unto Gop, and in building them up ih Holi-
nefs and Comfort, by the Faith and Power of them; which alfo

. we vowed to the Lord to preach to all that will hear us as long as

C we
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‘we live, in the Day when we gave up ourfelves to ferve Gon with
our Spirit in the Gofpel of his Son : If either this Silence, or the
fwallowing down of Arminian Schemes of the Gofpel, contrary to
'+ the New-Teftament, and unkrown to the reformed Churches, -
.in their greateft Purity, be the only Terms of Peace with our Bre-
.thren; we muft then maintain our Peace with Gop, and our own
Confciences, in the Defence of plain Gofpel-truth, and our Harmony
with the reformed Churches; and in the Comfort of thefe bear
their Enmity. And though it be ufual with them to vilify and
. .contemn fuch as differ from them, for their Fewne(s, Weaknefs,
-and Want of Learning; yet they might know, that the moft
.Learned and Godly in the Chriffian World, have maintained and
defended the fame Do&rine we ftand for, for fome Ages. The
Grace of Gop will never want, for it cap, and will furnifh,
.Defenders of it.  England hath been blefled with a Bradwardine,
an Archbithop of Canterbury, againft the Pelagians ; a Twiffe and
Ames, againft the Arminians.  And though they that contend with

- us, would feparate their Caufe altogether from that of thefe two
Pefts of the Church of Chrift, I mean Pelagius and drminius; yet
judicious Obfervers canpot but already perceivea Co-incidency ;
_and do fear more, when either the F orce of Argument fhall drive
them out of their lurking Holes, or when they fhall ‘think fit to
difcover their fecretSentiments, which yet we but guefs at, Then,
as we fhall know better what they would be at; fo it is very like,
.that they will then find Enelpies in many whom they have feduced
by their Craft, and‘do yet feem to be in their Camp ; and will
meet with Oppofers, both at Home and Abroad, that they think

-not of, R

OvuRr Do&rine of the Juftification of a Sinner By the free Grace
of Gop in Chrift Jefus Chrift, however it be mifreprefented and
refleCted upon, is yet undeniably recommended by four Things.

1. It isa Do&rine favoury and precious unto all ferious, godly
Perfons. Dr. Ames’s Obfervation holds good as to all the Arminian
Divinity, that it is contra communem Senfum Fidelium ; “‘againﬁ the

.%¢ common Senfe of Believers.” And though this be an Argu-~
ment of little Weight with them that value more the Judgment of
the Scribes, and the Wife, and Difputers of this World, 1 Cqsr.

o b 19,
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i. 18, 19, 20, 21. than of all the Godly ; yet the Spirit of GoD
by St. Fobn gives us the fame Argument, 1 Fobniv. 5,6. They are
of the Warld: therefore fpeak they of the WWorld, and the World beareth
them, We are of God : he that knoweth Gody heareth us 5 he that is
nt of God, heareth not us. Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and
the Spirit of Error. How evident is it, that feveral, who, by E-
ducation, or an unfound Miniftry, having had their natural En-
mity againft the Grace of Gop ftrengthened, when the Lord by
_his Spirit hath broke in upon their Hearts, and hath raifed a feri-
o6us Soul-excercife about their Salvation ; their turning to Gop in
Chrift, and their turning from Arminianifm, have begun together?
And fome of the greateft Champions for the Grace of Gop have
been Perfons thus dealt with ; as we might inftance. And as it
is thus with Men -at their Converfion ; fo is it found afterward,
that ftill as it is well with them in their inner Man, fo doth the
Doé&trine of Grace ftill appear more precious and favoury. On
the other Part, all the Ungodly and Unrenewed have a Diflike and
Difrelith of this Do&rine ; and are all for the Do&rine of po-
ING, and love to hear 'it; and, in their forry Exercife, are ftill |
for doing their own Bufinefs in Salvation ; though they be no-
~ thing, and can do nothing, but fin, and deftroy themfelves. -

‘2. I't is that Docrine only by which aconvinced Sinner can be
dealt with effeually. When a Man is awakened, and brought
to that, that all muft be brought to, or to worfe, What fball I do
10 be faved? A&s xvi. 30, 31. we have the apoftolic Anfwer to it,
Believe on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be faved, and thy Houfe.
This Anfwer is fo old, that with many it feems out of Date. But
it isftill, and will ever be frefh, -and new, and favoury, and the
only Refolution of this grand Cafe of Confcience, aslong as Con-
fcience and the World lafts. No Wit or Art of Man will ever
find a Crack or Flaw in it, or devife another or a better Anfwer ;
nor can any but this alone heal rightly the Wound of an awaken-
ed Confcience. Let us fet this Man to feek Refolution in this
Cafe of fome Mafters in our Ifrael. According to their Prin-
ciples, they muft fay to him, ¢ Repent and mourn for your known
<« Sins, and leave and loath them ; and Gop ‘will have Mercy on
& you,” ¢ Alas! faith the poor Man, my Heart is bard, and
¢ I cannot repent aright ; yea, I find my Heart more hard and
o C 2 « vile
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¢ vile than when I was fecure in Sin.”  If you fpeak to this Man
of Qualifications for Chrift, he knows nothing of them ; if of fin-
cere Obedience, his Anfwer is native and ready, « Obedlence‘;s
¢¢ the Work of a living Man, and Sincerity is only in a rcnewe&
% Soul.” Sincere Obedience is therefore as impoffible to a dead
unrenewed Sinner, as perfe@ Obedience is, Why fhould not the
rlght Anfwer be given, Belicve on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and yon
JShall be faved 2 ‘Tell him what Chrift is, what he hath done and

~ {uffered to obtain eternal Redemption for Sinners, and that accor-

ding to the Willof Gop and hisFather. Give him a plain down-
right Narrative of the Gofpel-falvation wrought out by the Son
of Gop; tell him the Hiftory and Myftery of the Gofpel plainly.

It may be the Holy Ghoft will work Faith thereby, as he did in
thofe Firft-fruits of the Gentiles, A&s x. 44. If he alk, What
Warrant he hath to believe on Jefus Chrift ? tell him, that he
hath utter indifpenfible Neceflity for it ; for without behevmg on
him, he muft perifh eternally : That he hath Gop’s gracious Of-
fer of Chrift and all his Redemption ; with a Promife, that upon
accepting the Offer by Faith, Chrift and Salvation with him is his:
That he hath Gop’s exprefs Commandinent, 1 John iii. 23. 20 be-

Jicve on Chriffs Name ; and that he fhould make Confcience of

obeying it, as well as any Command in the moral Law. Tell him of
Chrift’s Ability and Goodnefs to fave ; that no Man wasever rejected
by him that caft himfelf upon him ; that defperate Cafes are the glori-
ous Triumphs of his Art of faving. Tell him, that there is no Midft
between Faith and Unbelief ; that there is no Excufg for negleQing
the one, and continuing in the other: That believing on the Lord
Jefus for Salvation, is more pleafing to Gop, than all Obedjence
to his Law ; and that Unbelief is the moft provoking to Gop, and
the moft damning to Man, of all Sins. Againft the Greatnefs of
his Sins, the Curle of the Law, and the Severity of Gobp as
Judge, there is no Relief to be held forth to him, but the free and
boundlefs Grace of G o in the Merit of Chrift’s Satisfaction by the
Sacrifice of himfelf. If he thould fay, What is it to believe on Jefus
Chrift? As to this, I find no fuch Queftion in the Word; but that
all did fome Way underftand the Notion of it ; the ]ews, that did
not believe on him, Fobn vi. 28, 29, 30; the chief Priefts and
Pharifeds, Fobn vii. 48; the blind Man, Fobn ix. 35, when
Chrift afked him, Belicve/? thou on the Sm ay' Ged? he anfwe;;/db‘

e
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Who is bey Lord, that I may believe on him® Immediately, when
Chrift had told him, V. 37. he faid not, ##hat is it to believe on him 2
but Lord, 1 believe, and worfbipped him ; and fo both profefled
and aGed Faith in him. Sothe Father of the Lunatic, Mar# ix. 23,
24 ; the Eunuch, A¢s viii. 37. They all, both Chrift’s Enemies and
his Difciples; knew, that Faith in him was a believing, that the
Man Jefus of Nazareth was the Son of G oD, the Meffiah, and Savi-
our of theWorld, {o as toreceive and look for Salvatien in his Name,
Aéts iv. 13. This was the common Report, publithed 'by Chrift,
and his Apoftles and Difciples ; and known by all that heard it. If
be yet afk, What he is to believe? you tell him, that heis not
called to believe, that be is in Chrift, and that his Sins are par~
doned, and he a juftified Man ; but that he is to believe Gop’s
Record concerning Chrift, 1 sbn v. 10, 11, 12. and this Record
i, that God giveth (that is, offereth) fo us eternal Life in his Son Fefus
€hrift : and that .all that with the Heart believe this Report, and
reft their Souls on thefe glad Tidings, fhall be faved, Rom. x. g,
10; ¥1. And thus he is to belicve, that he may be juftified, Gal. ii.
16. If he ftill fay, That this Believing is hard 5 this is a good
" Doubt, but eafily refolved. . It befpeaks a2 Man deeply humbled.
Any Body may fee his own Impotence to obey the Law of Gop
. fully; but few find the Difficulty of Believing. For his Refolu-
tion, afk him, What it is that he finds makes Believing difficult to
him ? Is it Unwillingnefs to be juftified and faved.? Is itUpwilling-
nefs to be fo faved by Jefus Chrift, to the Praife of Gop’s Gracein
him, and the Voiding of all Boafting in himfelf ? This he will
furely deny. Is it a Diftruft of the Truth of the Gofpel-Record 2
This he dare not own. Is it a Doubt of Chrift's Ability, or Good-
will to fave ? This is to contradi¢t the Teftimony of Gon in the
Gofpel. Is it becaufe he doubts of an Intereft in Chrift and his
Redemption? You tell him, that believing on Chrift makes up
the Intereft in him. If he fay that he cannot believe on Jefus
Chrift, becaufe of the Difficulty of the alting this Faith ; and that
a divine Power is needful to draw it forth, which -he finds not ;
you tell him, that believing in Jefus Chrift is no Work, but a Reft-
ing on Jefus Chrift; and that this Pretence is as unreafonable, as
that if a Man wearied with a Journey, and who is not able to go
one Step further, fhould argue, ¢¢ I am {otired, thatIlam not a-
- % ble to lie down; when indeed he can neither ftand nor go.”

o ' - The
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“The poor wearied Sinner can never believe o Jefus Chrift, till he
finds he can do nothing for himfelf; and in his firft Believing doth
always apply himfelf to Chrift for Salvation, as a Man hopelefs and-
helplefs in himfelf. And by fuch Reafonings with him from the
Gofpel, the Lord will (as he hath often done) convey Faith, and
Joy, and Peace by Believing.

3. THis Do&rine of free Juftification by Faith alone, hath this
Advantage, That it fuits all Mens Spirits and Frame in their fe-
rious Approaches' to Gop in Worthip. Men may think and talk
boldly of INHERENT Righteoufnefs, and of its Worth and Va-
lue ; of good Works, and Frames, and Difpofitions : but when
Men prefent themfelves before the Lord, and have any Difcoveries
of his Glory, all Things in themfelves will difappear, and be
Jooked upon as nothing. Zophar, though the hotteft Speaker of
Fob’s Friends, did yet fpeak rightly to him, b xi. 4, 5. For
thou haf? faid, My Docirine is pure, and I am clean in thine Eyes.
But, O that God would fpeak! And fo Fob found it, when Gop
difplayed his Glory to him, and that only in the Works of Crea-
tion and Providence, Chap. xxxviii. xxxix. He then changed
his Note, Fob xl. 4, 5. and xlii. 2— 6. So was it with Jaiab,
Chap. vi. §. ’till pardoning Grace was imparted to him. No
Man can ftand before this holy Lord Gop, with any Peace and
Comfort, unlefs he have Gop himfelf to ftay upon. His Grace
and Mercy in Jefus Chrift, can only preferve a Man from being
confumed ; and the Faith of it from being confounded. Hence
we fee the Difference betwixt Mens Frame in their Difputes and
Do&rine about thefe Points, and their own Senfe and Pleadings
with Gop in Prayer.

4. TH1s Do&rine of Juftification by Faith, without any Mix-
tures of Man, (however, and by what Names and Titles foever
they be dignified or diftinguithed) hath this undoubted Advantage,
That it is that which all, not judicially hardened and blinded, do,
or would, or muft betake themfelves unto, when dying. How
loth would Men be to plead that Caufe on a Death-bed, which
- they fo ftoutly ftand up for with Tongue and Pen, when at Eafe,
and that evil Day far away ? They feem to be jealous, left Gop’s

Grace and Chrift’s Rightcoufnefs have too much Room, and Mens
Works
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, Works too little, in the Bufinefs of Juftification. But was. there -
. ever a fenfible dying Perfon exercifed with.this Jealoufy as to him-
felf? Even bloody Stepben Gardener, when a-dying, could anfwer
Dr. Day, Bifhop of Chichefler, who offered Comfort to him by
.this Do&rine : ¢ What, my Lord, will you open that Gap now ?
¢ Then farewel altogether. To me, and fuch other in my Cafe,
- $¢ you may fpeak it ; but open this Window to the People, then
¢ farewel altogether.”  Buwk of Martyrs, Vol. 3. P. 450. In
which Words, he bewrayed a Conviction of the Fitnefs of the
Dodtrine to dying Perfons, and his Knowledge that it tended to -
the deftroying the Kingdom of Antichrift. As Fox, in the fame
Book of Martyrs, Vol. 2. P. 46. gives this as the Reafon of Lx-
ther’s Succefs againft Popery, above all former Attempts of pre-
-ceeding Witneffes. ¢ But, faith he, Luther gave the Stroke, and
-¢¢ plucked down the Foundation, and all by opening one Vein,
¢ long hid before, wherein lieth the Touchftone of all Truth
¢ and DoQrine, as the only principal Origin of our Sal-
¢ vation; which is, our free Juftification by ‘Faith only, in
¢¢ Chrift the Son of Gop.” Confider how it is with the moft
“holy and eminent Saints when dying. . Did ye ever fee or hear
,any Boafting of their Works and Performances ? They may, and
“do own, to the Praife of his Grace, what they have been made to
be, what they have been helped to do or fuffer for Chrift’s fake.
_But when they draw near to the awful Tribunal, what elfe is in
their Eye and Heart, but only free Grace, - ranfoming Blood, and
.and a well-ordered Covenant in Chrift the Surety ? They cannot
‘bear to hear any make Mention to them of their Holinefs, their
.own Grace and Attainmepts. In a 'Word the Do&rine of Con-
DITIONS, Qualifications, and re€toral Government, and the
Diftribution of Rewards and Punithments, according to the new
Law of Grace, will make but an uneafy Bed to a dying Man’s
.Confcience ; and will leave him in a very bad Condition at pre-
fcnt, and in Dread of worfe, when he is feeling, in his laft Ago-
nies, that zhe Wage: of Sin is Death, if he cannot by Faith add,
But the Gift of God is eternal Life, through Fefus Chriff our Lord,
Rom. vi. 23, He is a wife and happ_y Man that anchors his Soul
on that Rock, at which he can ride out the Storm of Death.
Why thould Men contend for that in their Life, that they know
they muft renounce at their Death? or neglect that Truth now
: . that
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‘that they muft betake themfelves unto then? ‘Why thould a Man®
‘build a Houfe, which lte muft leave in a Storm, or be buried in its
Ruins ? Many ‘Archite&ts have attempted to make a fure Houfe
of their own Righteoufnefs ; but it is without a Foundation ; and
‘muft fall, or be thrown down forrowfully by the foolith Builder ;
which is the better Way. It isa great Teft of the Truth of Doc-
trine aboit the Way of Salvation, when it is generally approved of
by fenfible dying Men. And what the univerfal Senfe of all fuch
in this Cafe is, as to ‘the Righteoufnefs of Chrift, and -their own,
is obvious to any Man. He was an ingenuous Baleamite, who,
being himfelf a Papiff, faid to.a Proteflant, < Our Religion is beft
% 1o live in, -and your’s beft to die in.” -

BuT notwithftanding of thefe great Advantages (and they are
but a few of many) that-this Do&rine is attended with, there are
not a few Difadvantagesit labours under ; which though they are
rather to its Commendation than Reproaeh; yet they do hinder its
Welcome and Reception.  As, ) .

. t. Tu1s Dorine is a fpiritual Myftery, and lieth not level
‘to 3 natural Underftanding, 1 Cor. ii. 10, 14: Working for Life,
a Man naturally underftands ; but believing for Life, he under-
ftands not. To mend the old Man, he knows; but to put on
the new Man by Faith is a Riddle to him. ‘The Study of Holi-

‘nefs, and to endeavour to fquare his Life according to Gob’s .

Law, he knows a little of, though he can never do it; but to
draw San&ification from Chrift by Faith, and to walk holily, in
and through the Force of the Spirit of Chrift in the Heart by
Faith, is mere Canting to him., A new |Life he underftands a
Tittle ; but nothing of a new Birth and Regeneration. He never
faw himfelf ftark dead. Nay, notonly is it unknown to the na-

“tural Man, but he is by his natural State an Enemy to it. He

neither doth, nor can know it, nor approve of it, 1 Cor.: ii, 14.
Wifidom (that is, Chrift’s Way of faving Men revealed in the Gof-
pel) is juflified of all ber Children, and of them only, Matt. xi. 19
Luke vii. 29, 30, 35. This Enmity in Men to the Wifdom of
Gon, is the Caufe not only of this Contempt of its Miniftry, but
is a Temptation'to many Minifters to preach up and frame a Gof-

pel that is more fuited to, and taken with, and more eafily ur;;ierg
00Q




{( 25 ))
food’ by{uch Mex, than the true Gofpel of Chrif} is. This Paul
.Gomplaing of :in others, and vindicates himfelf from, 1 Cor. i. x7
-and ii. 2, He warns others agamﬁ ity Colvii. 8.2 Cor. Xiy 3, 4
Gal. i,y 7> 8, 9. And itis gertain, that doing for Life is more
{tmd ;ocorrupt Naturg, than behwmg is, . .

2.. OUR Oppofers in this Do&nne have the Many for them,
and againft us ;. as they of Old boafted; Fobn:vii- 48. - This shey
have no. Ground to glory in,. though they do ; nor we to be atha-
med of the Truth, becaufe' we cannot vie Numbers with them.
With our Oppofers are all thefe Sorts, (and. they make 3 great
Number) theugh I-do not fay or think, that all our Oppofers are
%o be ranked in any of thefe Lifts ; for fome, both godly and kearn-
£d, may miftake us, and the Truth, in this Matter. 1. They have
-all the jgnorant People, that know nothing of either Law or Gof-
pel.  They ferve Gop, (they fay, but moft.fally) and hope that
Gop. will be merciful to them, and fave thém. To all fuch,
both the-clear Explication of Gop’s Law, and the Myfteries of
the Gofpel, are ftrange Things. Yet fincere Obedierice they love
to hear of ; for all of them think there is fome Smcenty in their
+ Hearts, and that they can do fomewhat. But of Faith in Chrift
they have no Knowledge ; except by Faith you underftand a
Dream of being faved by Jefus Chrift, though they know nothing
of him, or of his Way of faving Men, nor of the Way of being
faved by him. 2. All Formalifts are on their Side ; People that
place their Religion in Trifles, becaufe they are Strangers to the
Subftance thereof. 3. All proud fecure Sinners are againft us,
that go about, with the Jews, to eflablifh their own Righteoufre ¢fs; Rown.
x. 3. The Secure are whole, and fee no Need of the Phyfician ;
the Proud have Phyfic at Home, and defpife that that came down
from Heaven. 4. All the zealous devout People in a natural Re-
ligion, are utter Enemies to the Gofpel. By a natural Religion,
I mean that that is the Product of the Remnants of Gop’s Image
in fallen Man, a little improved by the Light of Gop’s Word.
All fuch cannot zadure to hear, that Gon’s Law muft be perfet-
-ly fulfilled in every Tittle of it, or no Man can be faved by doing; -
-that they muft all perifh for ever, that have not the Righteoufnefs
:of a Man that never finned, who is alfo God over all blefed for ever,
«w thewar.and cover them from a.holy G op’s Anger, and to render

D them
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them accepted of him ; that this Righteoufnefs is put on by the
-Grace of Gop, and a Man muft betake himfelf to it, and receive
it as a naked bluthing Sinner ; that no Man can do any Thing
that is good, ’till Gofpel-grace renew him, and make him firft 2
good Man. This they will never receive, butdo ftill think that a

~ Man may grow good by doing good. - \

3. NaTURAL Reafon is very fertile in its Objc&ions, and ca-
‘vils " againft the Do&rine of the Grace of Gop; and efpecially

-when this corrupt Reafon is polithed by Learning and firong Na-

tural Parts. When there are many to broach fuch Do&rine, and
many fo difpofed to receive it, is it any Wonder that the Gofpel-
truth makes little Progrefs in the World ! Nay, were it not for
the divine Power that fupports it, and the Promifes of its Preferva-
-tion, its Enemies are fo many and ftrong, and true Friends fo few
and feeble, we might fear its perifhing from the Earth. But we
know it is impoffible. And if the Lord have a Defign of Mercy to

_thefe Nations, and hath a Vein of his Eleétion to dig up amongft -

-us, we make no Doubt, but the Glory of Chrift, as a crucified
-Saviour, fhall yet be difplayed in the Midft of us, to the Joy of all
that love his Salvation, and to the Shame of others, //a. lxvi. §

4. Imight add the ‘great Declenfion of fome of the reformed
Churches from the Purity and Simplicity of that Docrine they

- were firft planted in.  And if there be any Warping toward Armi-

nian Do&trine by fome on our Side, in order to ingratiate them-
felves with that Church that hath the fecular Advantages to dif-
pence, and to make Way for fome Accommodation with them,
1 had rather wait in Fear till a further Difcovery. of it, than offer
to guefs at. . :

s. Lgfly, Tt is no fimall Difadvantage this Dodrine lies under
from the Spirit: of this Day we live in. A light, frothy, trifling
Temper, prevails generally : Do&rines of the greateft Weight

are talked of and treated about, with a vain unconcerned Frame of

Spirit; as if Men contended rather. about Opinions and School-
poinits, than about the Oracles of Gop, and Matters of Faith.
But, - if Mens Hearts were feen by themfelves ; if Sin were felt;

if Mens Confciences were enlivened ; if Gop’s holy Law were

known

\
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known in its Exalnefs and Severity, and the Glory and Majefty
of the Law-giver fhining before Mens Eyes 3 if Men were living
as leaving Time, and lanching forth into Eternity ; the Gofpel-
falvation by Jefus Chuift would be more regarded.

OM 1. Is there not a great Decay amongft Profeflors in real
practical Godlinefs ? Are we like the old Protefants, or the old
Puritans ? 1 anfwer, That the Decay and Degeneracy is great, and
heavily to be bewailed. But what is the Caufe ? and what will
be its Cure ? Is it becaufe the Do&rine of Morality, and Virtue,
and good Works, is not enough preached ? This cannot be : for
there hath' been for many Years a public Miniftry in the Nation,
that make thefe their conftant Themes, Yet the Land is become
as Sodom for all Lewdnefs ; and the Tree of Profanenefs is fo grown,
‘that the Sword of the Magiftrate hath not yet been able to lop off any
of its Branches. Is it becaufe Men have too much Faith in Chrift ?
or too little ? or none atall? Would not Faith in Chrift increafe
Holinefs ? did it not always fo ? and will it not flill do it ? Was
not the Holinefs of the firft Prots ﬁam eminent and thiging ? And
yet they generally put Affurance in the Definition of their Faith.
We cannot fay, that Gofpel-holinefs hath profpered much by the
Corre&tion or Mitigation of that harfh-like Definition. The cer-
tain Spring of this prevailing Wickednefs in the Land, is People’s
Ignorance and Unbelief of the Gofpel of Chrift ; and that grows
by many Prophets that fpeak Lies to them in the Name of the

Object, 2. BuT do not fome abufe the Grace of the Gofpe] and
turn it into Wantonnefs ? Jﬂﬁuer Yes; fome do, ever did, and
ftill will do fo.” But it is only the ill-underftood and not believed
Dodtine of Grace that they abufe. The Grace itfelf no Man can
abufe ; for its Power prevents its Abufe. Let us fee how Paul,
that blefled Herald of this Grace, (as he was an eminent Inftance
of it), dealeth with this Okge&lon, Rom. vi. 1. &c.  What doth
he to prevent this Abufe ? Is it by extenuating what he had faid,
Chap. v. 20. that Grace abounds much more, where Sin had abounded ?
Is it by mincing Grace fmaller, that Men may not choke upon it,
or furfeit by it ? Is it by mixing fomething of the Law with it, ta
make-it more whollome ? No: but only by plain affemng the

. Da Power
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Power and Tnfluence of this Grace;: where-ever it reallyis §° as ab
length in that Chapter. This Grace is all treafured up in' Chrift
Jefus, offered to Simers in the Gofpel; poured forth by our Lord
in the Working of Faith, and drunk in' by the Ble@ in the Excer-
cife of Faith ; and becomes in them a living Spring, which will,
and muft break out and fpring up in all holy Converfatloh He ex-
hdftﬂhem o drink in more and more of this Grace by Faith. And
as for fach as pretend to ‘Grace, and live ungodly, the Spirit of
G o declares, they are vdid of Grace, which is always fruitful in
good Works, 2 Pet. Ti. and’Fud’s priﬂe The Apoftle ‘orders
the Churclies to caft fuch out; r Cor.v.’ 2 Tim. iii. 5’ and to de-
clareto them, as Petor did to a Profeffor, A#s viii. 20, 21 ; tha
lbey bave mo Part nor Partion'in this Matter, for their Heart i not rngt
#1' the Bight vf God 3 though the Do&nnc be nght, that they hy po—
crmcaﬂy praﬁ:& ' : .

By if our Brethren will not forbear their Chaxge of lntma-
mianifms we intreat them that tbey will give it in _;uﬁly. As, 1.
On'them that*fay, that the San&ion of the holy Law of Goo is
repealed ; s tHat flo’ Man is now under it, eitherto be coudemncd
for breaking it, or to be faved by keeping'it; which to us is rank
“Antinomianifin and /Yrmmz'an{[m both : yéd, that it doth not fiow re-
quire perfe& Holinefs. But indeed what can it require ? for it is

.ho Law, if jts Santion be répedled, 2. On them let the Charge

Yie, that arée ungolfly under ‘the Name of Chriftianity. And both
they and we know where to find fuch true Antinomians in great A-
bundance, who yet are never called by that Name. And is it not
omewhat frangé; that Men' who ‘have fo miich Zeal againt an
Antimomian ’meuple, have o much Kindnefs for true Antinomians
fn Practice?? 3-" Let him be called by this ugly Name, that judg-
eth not thé hely Law and Word of Gon written i in'the Old and
New-Teftament to be a perfect Rule of Life ta all Bchcvers, and
Yaith not that all fuch fhould ftudy Conformxty thereunto, Rom. xii.
4. 4. That encourdgeth himfelf in Sin, and hardeneth himfelf i in
impeniténce, by the Dotirine of the Gof; pel. No Man that knows
and believes the Gofpel, "can do fo. 'What fome Hypacrites may
do, is nothing to us, who difown all fuch Perfons and Prattices 3
and 6wn no Principle that can really encourage the one, or in-
ﬂuencc th¢ other.” 5. That thmketh Holmefs is not neccﬁhry to
e -4 . all )




. actquly,"bﬁ’t‘ 'aIWays pam‘veiy, that -2 ‘Man {s- juftified by Faitl,
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a1} that would'be faved.  'We maintain, not only that it is neceffa
ry to, but that it is x great Part of Salvation. 6. Whoever thinks,
that whent a‘Believer comes fhott'in obeying Gop’s Law, he fins
not ; and that he ought not to mourn becaufe of it as provoking ta |,
GOD, and hurtful to the new ‘Greation in him ;-and that he needs
not renew the Exercife of Faith and Repentance for repeated
wathing and pardoning. Laftly, that fay, that a Sinner is aGtually
juftified before he be united toOhrift by Faith, - It is range, that
fuch that are thargeﬂ ‘with this, ‘of all Men do moft prefs oa Sin:
ners to believe-on Jefus Chrift,*and urge the Pamnation threatened
in the Gofpel upon aHl Unbelievers. That theré is a detreed Jué
tification frdm' Eternity, particular and fixed as to_all the Elegt;
and a wrtuaf perfe& Juftification 'of all the Redeeined, ‘in and - by
the Death 'and Refurre@ion-of Fefus Chri#, -#a. Lii. 11. Rom. ini
25. Heb. ix. 26, 28. and x. 14, is not yet called in Queftion by
any amongft us; and more is not craved, but that a Sinner, for
his attual Juftification, muft lay hold on and pfcad this Rcdcmp-
ﬂon in Cimﬁ‘s B!ood by F aqrh. X

* BuT; on'the other Harid, we g]ory in any Name of Reproad:
(s the honoutablé Reproach‘ofChnﬂ-) that is ¢aft upon us for afe
ferting ' the abfolute boundlef-Freedom of the Grace of Gomy
which ex¢ludés all Metity and every Thing Tike it 3- the Abfolutes
nefs of the Covenant of Grace, (for the Covenant of Redemptini
was plainly apd ﬁu&ly 3 CONDITIONAL one, and the nobleft
of all Condifions was in it.” “The Son of Gopn’s ‘taking on him
Man’s Nature, and offering it ih Sacrifice, was the @it Condi~

tion of all thé Glary and Reward promifed to-Chtit and-his Seed,
‘Y. Tiii.- 16, 11.) 'whereinall Things are freely promifed, and thit

Faith that is required for fealing 2 Man’s-Intereft in-the Cowchsnt,
is promifed i in it, and wrought by the Grace of it, Eph. ii. 8.
That Faith ‘at firft is wroﬁght ‘by; and a&s upen“afall and abfo-

" lute Offer of Chrift, 'and of all ‘his Fulfiefs ; ‘an Offer that hath so

Condmon in 1f, but that nativé one toafl Offersy Awvptame ; and
and in the Very A& of this Hiepturce, the Ackepter doth expeefily
difclaim all Things in himfelf, but Sinfulnefs and Mifery. That

’ Faith in Jefus Qhrlﬁ doth Ju{hfy (although by the Way it is to be

Toted, . that /it is néver written in the Word, that Faith juftifieth

and



A
- (30)

" and that G op juftifieth Men by, and through Faith; yet admit-
ting the Phrafe) only as a mere Inftrament receiving that imputed
Rxghteoufnefs of Chrift, for'which we are juftified ; and that this
Faith, in the Office of Juftification, is neither CoNDITION nor
O_uahﬁcauon, nor our Gofpel-righteoufnefs, but in its very A&
Ba renouncmg of all fuch Pre;em ,

- WE proclaun the Market of Gmce to be free, [/.‘z Iv. 1,2, 3.
It is Chrift’s laft Offer and loweft, Rev. xxii. 17. If there be any
Price or Money fpoke of, it is n..Price, no Momey. And where
fuch are the Terms and Conditions, if we be forced to call them
fo, we muft fay, that they look liker a Renouncmg, than a Boaft-
in of any Qualifications or Conditions., Surely the Terms of the
Gofpcl-ba.rgmn are GQD s free. gwmg, and our free rakmg and re~

cexvmg. ,

Ws are not a{hzmzd of teachmgvthe Ineffe@ualnefs of the Law,
and all the Works of it, to give Life ; either that of Juftification,
or of Regeneration and Sané'hﬁcatlon, or of eternal Life: That
the Law of Gop caa only damn all Sinners ; that it only rebukes,
and thereby irritates and increafes Sin; and can never fubdue it,
sl Gofpcl-grace come with’ Power- upon the Heart; and then
when the Law is wntten in. the Heart, it is copied out in the

‘Lufe. ‘

: TnA'r we call Men to believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, in that
Cafe the firft Adam brought them to, and left them in; in that
" Cafe that the Law finds and leaves them in, guilty, filthy, con- .

deinped : “out of which Cafe they can only be delivered by Chrift,

andbybehevmgonh:m

THM’ we tell Smners,. that - chus Chrift wxll furely welcome
~.all that come to: him; and as he will not caft them out for their
Sinfulnefs, in thejrNature and bypatt Life, fo neither for their Mi-
fery, in the Want of fuchQuwﬁcauons and Graces that he on-

ly can give.

. THA"I“ we do hold forth the Propxtxatlon in Chrift’s Blood,
the only Thing to be in the Eye of 2 Man that would beheve oa

[}
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(Chrift untoJuftification of Life; and that by this Faith alone a Sin-
“ner is juftified, and Gonp is jutified in doing fo. :

TRAT God juftifiesth the Ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. neither by making
him godly before he juftify him, nor leaving him ungodly after he
h#th juftified him; but that the fame Grace that. juffifies him,
doth immediately fanétify him.

Ir for fuch Do&rine we be called Antinomians, we are bold to
fay, that there is fome Ignorance of, or Prejudice at the known
Protefiant Dodrine, in the Hearts of the Reproachers.

v

‘ Tnsxx are fome Thmgs we complain of. . As,

1. THAT they load their Brethren fo grievoufly with unjuft Ca-
Jumnies, -either directly, or by Confequence ; as when they preach
up Holinefs, and the Neceffity of it, as if it were their proper Doc-
gine, and difowned by us; when they cannot but know in their
Confciences, that there is no Difference betwixt them and us, a-
bout the Nature or Neceflity of Holinefs, but only about its Spring
-and Place in Salvation. We derive it from Jefus Chrift, and Faitly
inhim ; and know afluredly, that it can fpring from nothing elfe.
We place it betwixt Juftification and Glory, and that is its Scrip~
ture-place ; and no where elfe can it be found or ftand, let Men
try it as much and as long as they will. ,

2. THA T they feem very zealous againft Antinomianifm,and foe-

get the other Extreme of Arminianifm ; which is far more common,,
" as dangerous, and far more natural to all Men. For though tifere
have been, and may be this Day, fome true Antinomians, ecither
through Ignorance, or Weaknefs, reeling to that Extreme, ot by
the Heat of Contention with, and Hatred of Arminianifm, (as it is
«certain, fome very gool and learned Men have inclined to Armi-
nianifm, through their Hatred of Antinomianifm, and have declared
fo much) - and fome may; and do corrupt the Do&trine of the Gof-
. pel, through the Unrenewednefs of their Hearts ; yet how deftruc-
tive foever this Abufe may be to the Souls of the Seduced, fuch an
Appearance of dntmmuamfm is but as a Meteor or Comet, that will foon
blaze oty and its Folly will be quickly b ]cd of the Stage. Bus the Prin-
“ciples
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uﬂemd Arsminianifrs aré the natural DiCtates ofacamled,
which is Enmity both to the Law of Gop, and to, the Gofpel of
Chrift ; and, next to the dead Sea of Popery, (into which alfo this
.Strtam rdns) " have, fince Pelgins to this Day, been the greateft
Flague: of the Church of Cbn&, and, itis like, will bé ¢ill his Se~

«cond Coming.

‘3. THAT Expreflions capable of a good Senfe, are ﬁrenuouﬂy
. ‘Petverted; cortrary to the Scope of the Writer or Speaker, But
this and. fuch like are the ufual Methods of unfair Contenderd.
Were the like Methad taken on. the other Side, how many Popifh,
Arminian, yea and Socinian Expreflions, might be pubidhed ¢ If
any Golpel-truth be. preached or publithed, that reflects o-i.":he
Idol of Self-righteoufnefs, and Juftification thereby, ic is icon
quarrefled with.  But Reproaches caft on the free Grace of Gop,
and the imputed Righteoufnefs of Chrift, are with them, if nat
-approved, yet but venial, well-meant Miftakes. Let Mens ftaged
‘Principles be known, and their Expreffions explained accordmgly,
- Mnﬁakes and. Contentions will b endlefs.

. ‘4. WE do alfo cpmplam, that Love to Peace hath made many
“grave and found Divines forbear to utter their Minds freely in
‘Public ,on thefe Points : whereby the adverfe Party is emboldened ;
fund fuch Minifters as dare not purchafe Peace by Silence, when
fo great T'ruths are undermined, are expofed as a Mark. .

s "Laftly, WE complain, that the Scheme ofthe Gofpel contend-
*¢d for by ourOppofers, is clouded, vailed, and darkened by Schoob-
“terms 3 new, uncouth, and unfcriptural Phrafes ; whereby, as they
“think to guard themfelves againft Oppofition, fo they do increafe

| the Jealoufies of their Brethren, and keep their Principles from the
Knowledge of their ordinary People, who are as much concerned
in thdfe Points as any Scholar or Divine.

THis Controver{'y looks like a very bad Omen We did hope,
that the good old Proteffant Dodrine had been rooted and rivetted
in the Hearts of all the Minifters on our Side ; 3 but now we find
the' Confrary, and that the four Leaven of Amimianifm works

ﬁmnoly “Their Advocates do.not yet own. the-Name; but the
: younger

’
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younger Sort are more bold and free : and with them no Books ot
Authorsare in Efteem and Ufe, but fuch as are for the new, ratio~
nal Method of Divinity. (Rational is a fitter Commendation of a
Philofopher, than of a Divine ; and yet it is fomewhat better ap-
plied to a Divine, than to Divinity ; for true Divinity hath a higher
and nobler Original than Man’s Reafon, even divine Revelation :
and it can never be rightly learned by them that have no higher
Principle in them than Reafon, even the Teaching of the Holy
Ghoft). But for Luther, Cakvin, Zanchy, Twiffe, Ames, Perkins,

~and Divines of their Spirit and Stamp, they are generally neglected

and defpifed.

It is undoubted, that the Devil defigns the Obftru&ing of the
Courfe of the Gofpel ; and in this he hath often had the Service of
the Tongues and Pens of good Men, as well as of bad. Yet we
are not without Hope, that the Lord, in his Wifdom and Mercy,
will defeat him ; and that thefe Contentions may yet have good
Fruit, and a good Iffue. .

For furthermg of this good End, let me requeft a few Things
of my Brethren.

1. LET us not receive Reports fuddenly of one another. In
Times of Contention, many falfe Reports are raifed, and rathly

beheved This is both the Fruit and the Fuel of Contention.

2. LET us make Chrift crucified our great Study, as Chriffians

"and the Preaching of him our main Work, as Minifters. 1 Cor.

ii. 2. Paul determined to know Nothing elfe. .Butmany manage
the Mmlﬁry, as if they had taken up a contrary Determination,
even to know any Thing, faw Fefus Chrift, and him crusified. We
are amazed to fee fo many afhamed of the Crofs of Chrift, and

_ to behave as if they accounted the Tidings of Salvation by the

flain Son of Gop, an old antxquated Story, and unfit to be dai-
ly preached. And what comes in the Room thereof, is- not un-
known, nor is it worth the Mertioning. For all Things that

" come in Chrift’s Room, and juftle him out, either of Hearts or

Pu]pnts, arc alike abominable to a Chriffian. How many Ser-
mons may a Man hear, and read when prmted, yea, and Books
- Written,
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Wntten, about the Way to Heaven, wherein is hardly the Name
of Jefus Chrift? Andif he be named, it is the Name of Chrift
as a Judge and Lawgiver; rather than that of a Saviour. And
as little Room hath Chrift in many Mens Prayers ; except it be
in the Conclufion. When we cannot avoid the obferving of
thofe fad Things, let it be a fharp Spur to us to preach Chrift
more, to pray more in his Name, and to live more to his Praife.
Let us not be deceived with that Pretence, That Chrift may be
preached, when he is not named, ‘The Preaching of the Gof-
pel is the -naming of Chrift, and fo called, Rom. xv. 20. And -
Paul was to bear Chrift’s Name before the Gentiles, and Kings yand
the Children of Ifracl, Als ix. 15. o

3. LeT us ftudy hard, and pray much to know the ‘Truth,
and to cleave unto it. It is anold Obfervation, Ante Pelagium
fmmu: loguebantur Patres: ¢ Before Pelagius even the Fathers
{poke more carelefly ;”” meaning well, and fearing no Miftakes
in their Hearers. Now it is not fo; the more careful fhould we
be in our Do&rine. Let us fearch our own Confciences, and fee
how we ourfelves are juftified before Gop. So Paul argued, -
Gal. ii. 15, 16.  And let us bring forth that Doctrine to our Peo-
ple, that we find in our Bibles, and have felt the Power of upon
our own Hearts.

4. LET us not run into Extremes, upon the right or left
Hand, through the Heat of Contention; but carcfully kecp the
good old Way of the Proteflant Doctrine, whercin fo many
‘Thoufands of Saints and Martyrs of Jefus have lived holily,
and died happily, who never heard of our new Schemes and No-
tions. :

AnD, for this End, let us take and cleave to the Teft of
the Affembly’s Confeffion of Faith and Catechifms. More we
own not ourfelves, more we crave not of our Brethren; and be-
"caufe we deal fairlv and openly, I fhall fet it down verbatim. Conf. -
Chap. 11. Of TFulification. Art. 1. < Thofe whom Gop
¢ effetually calleth, he alfo freely juftifieth: not by infufing
L R:ghteou(nefs into them, but by paxdonmg their Sins, and by
* accounting and accepting their Perfons as righteous ; not for
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% any Thing wrought in them, or done by them, but for Chrift’s
<« fake alone; not by imputing Faith itfelf, the A& of Believ~
¢ ing, or any other evangelical Obedience, to them, as their
‘“c Righteoufnefs; but by imputing the Obedience and Satif-
¢« faction of Chrift unto them, they receiving, and refting on him
_¢ and his Rxghtcoufnefs by Faith; which Faith they have, not
« of themfelves, it is the Gift of Gop.”

Ait. 2. “FartH, thus receiving and refting on Chrift and his
« Righteoufnefs, is the alone Inftrument of Juftification. Yet
¢ is it not alone in the Perfon juftified, but is ever accompanied
<¢ with all other faving Graces ; 3 and is no dead Faith, but work-
¢ eth by Love.”

Art. 3. «“CHRIsT, by his Obedience and Death, did fully
¢ difcharge the Debt of all thofe that are thus juftified, and did
¢ make a proper, real, *and full Satisfaltion to his Father’s Juf-
% tice in their Behalf. Yet, in as much as he was given by the
¢« Father forthem, and his Obedience and Satisfaction accepted in
" ¢¢ their Stead, and both freely, not for any Thing in them, their
¢ Juflification is only of free Grace'; that both the exa& Juttice,
¢ and rich Grace of Gop, might be glonﬁed in the Juftification

{

¢ of Sinpers.” |

»

Art. 4.« Gop did, from all Etemity, decree to juftify all
¢¢-the Elect; and Chrift did, in the Fulnefs of Time, die for
s¢ their Sins, and rife again for their Juftification: neverthe-
< lefs they are not juftified, until the Holy Spirit doth, in due

' ¢ Time, a&ually apply Chrift unto them.”

Art. 5. ¢« Gop doth continue to forgive the Sins of thofe that
¢ are juftified. And although they can never fall from the State
< of Juftification; yet they may, by their Sins, fall urider Gop’s
¢ fatherly Difpleafure ; and not have the Light of his Counte-
¢ nance reftored unto them,  until they humble themfelves, con~

3¢ fefs their S-ns, beg Pardon, and renew their. F aith and Rs-
s pentance S

Art. 6. ¢ THE ]ui’nﬁcatxon of Believers under the Old-
% Teftament was, in zall Refpeés, one aud the fame with the
: - Ez R ' ¢« Ju-
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¢ Juftification of Believers under the New-Teftamerit.”, Thxs is
the whole Chapter exaélly.

Larger Catechifm. , 9, How doth F aith juflify a Sinner in the
¢ Sight of Gop? Axf. Faith juflifies a Sinner in the Sight of
« Gob, not becaufe of thofe other Graces which do always ac-
¢¢ company it ; or of good Works, that are the Fruits of it 3 nos'
¢ as if the Grace of Faith, or any A& thereof, wete imputed to
¢ him for his Juftification; but only as it is an Inftrument,
¢ by which he receiveth and applicth Chnﬁ and his Righteouf-
¢ nefs.”

Let thefe weighty Words be but heartily aflented to, in their
plain and native Senfe, and we are one in this great Point of Jufti-
fication.’ But can any confidering Man think, that the new Scheme
of a real Change, Repentance, and fincere Obedience, as necef-
fary to be found in a Perfon that may lawfully come to Chrift for
Juftification ; of Faith’s juftifying as it is the Spring of fincere O-
bedience 3 of a Man’s being juftified by, and upon his coming up -
to the Terms of the new Law of Grace, (a new Word, but of an
old and ill Meaning): Can any Man think, that this Scheme, and
the found Words of the Reverend Affembly, do agree? Surely, if
fuch a Scheme had been offered to that grave, learned, and ortho~
dox Synod, " it would have had a mdre fevere Cenfure paﬁ'ed upon
ity than I am willing to name,

Do not we find, in our partxcular Dealings with Souls, the
fame Principles I am now oppofing ?

W HEN we dedl with the carnal, fecure, carelefs Sinners, (and
they are a vaft Multitude) and afk them a Reafon of that Hope of
Heaven they pretend to, is not this theircommon Anfwer? ¢Ilive in-
s¢ offenfively; IkeepGon’s Lawas wellasI can ; and wherein I fail,
< I repent, and beg Gop’s Mercy for Chrift’s fake. My Heart
« js fincére, though my Knowladge and Attainments be fhort of
e others.” If we go onto inquire further, ¢ What Acquain-
¢ tance they have with Jefus Chrift ? what Applications their
<« Souls have made to him? what Workings of Faith on him?
¢ what Ufe they have made of his Righteoufnefs for Juftification,

“ and

g i




(37.)
< and his Spirit for San&ification? what they know of living by
¢ Faith in Jefus Chrift ?” we are Barbarians to them. And in
this fad State many Thoufands in England, live, and die, and pe-
rith eternally.  Yet fo thick is the Darknefs of the Age, that ma-
. * ny of them live here, and go henice, with the Reputation of good
Chriftians : and fome of them may have their Funeral-Sermon and
Praifes preached by an ignorant, flattering Minifter ; though, it
may be, the poor Creatures never did, in the whole Courfe of their
'Life, nor at their Death, employ Jefus Chrift fo much, for an
Entry to Heaven, purchafed by his Blood, and only acceffible by
Faith in him, as a poor Turk doth Alzhomet, for a Room in his
" beaftly Paradife. How common and fearful 2 Thing is this in this
Land and City! -

WHEN we come to deal with a poor awakened Sinner, who
“feeth his loft State, and that he is condemned by the Law of Gop;
we find the fame Principles working in him : for they are natural,
and therefore univerfal in all Men, and hardly rooted out of any.
‘We find him fick and wounded : We tell him where his Help lies,
in Jefus Chrift; what his proper Work is, to apply to him by
Faith. What is his Anfwer? ¢¢ Alas! faith the Man, I have
¢ been, and am fo vile a Sinner, my Heart is fo bad, ‘and fo full
¢¢ of Plagues and Corruptions, that I cannot think of believing on
¢ Chrift. But if I had but Repentance, and fome Holinefs in
¥ Heart and Life, and fuch and fuch gracious Qualifications, I
¢¢ would then believe : ” when indeed this his Anfweris as full of
Nonfenfe, Ignorance, and Pride, as Words can contain or ex-
prefs. ‘They imply, 1. <IfI were pretty well recovered, I would
¢ employ the Phyfician, Chrift. 2. That there is fome Hope to
¢ work out thefe good Things by myfelf, without Chrift. 3.
¢ And when I come to Chrift with a Price in my Hand, I fhall
¢ be welcome. 4. That I can come to Chrift when I will.” So
ignorant are People naturally of Faith in Jefus Chrift; and no
Words or Warnings repeated, nor plaineft Inftru@ions, can beat
into Mens Heads and Heéarts, that the firft Coming to Chrift by
Faith, or believing on him, is not a Believing we fhall be faved by
him; but a Believing on him, that we may be faved by him. And
it is lefs to be wondered at, that ignorant People do not, when fo
many learned Men will not underftand it.

Waen
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- WHEN we deal with a proud, felf-righteous Hypocrite.
find the fame Principles of Enmity againﬁgthe Gracey Ic)>f thtee’GX:'f
pel. A profane Perfon is not fo enraged at the Rebukes of Sin-
from the.Law, as thefe Pharifees are at the Difcovery of their Ru- -
in by Unbelief. They cannot endure to have their Idol of Self-
righteoufnefs touched ; neither by the Spirituality of Gop’s Law,
that condemns 21l Men, and all their Works, while out of Chrift ;
nor by the Gofpel, which reveals another Righteoufnefs than their
own, by which they muft be faved : But they will have Goo’s
Ark of the Covenant to ftand as a Captive in the Temple of their
Dagon of Self-righteoufnefs, until the Vengeance of Gop’s de-
fpifed Covenant overthrow both the Temple, and Idol, and Wor-

thippers. ‘

THERE is not 2 Minifter. that dealeth ferioufly with the Souls
of Men, but he finds an Arminian Schemt; of Juftification in every
unrenewed. Heart. And is it not fadly to be bewailed, that Divines

‘fhould plead that fame Caufe, - that we daily find the Devil plead-

ing in the Hearts of all natural Men? and that inftead of caffing

* . down, 2.Cor. X. 4, 5, they thoyld be making Defences for fuch

Sfirong Holds, as mutt either be levelled with the Duft, or the Rebel
that holds them out, ‘muft eternally perith ?

It is no bad Way of ftudying the Gofpel, and of attaining more
Light info it, that may be ufed in dealing particularly with the
Confciences of all forts of Men, as we have Occafion, More
may be learned this Way, than out of many.large Books. And if
Minifters would deal more with their own Confciences, and the
Confciences of others, in and about thefe Points, that are moft
properly Cafes of Confcience, we fhould find an Increafe of Gof-
pel-light, and a growing Fitnefs to preach aright ; as Pau/ did,
2 Cor. iv. 2. By Manifeflation of the Truthy commending ourfelves to
every Man’s Confeience in the Sight of God.

LET us keep up, in our Hearts and Doltrine, a reverend Re- .
gard of the holy Law of Gop, and fuffer not a reflecting, difpa-
raging Word or Thought of it. The great Salvation is contrived

with a Regard to it 5 and the Satisfation given to the Law by the.
«  Obedience
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Obedience and Death of Chrift our Surety, hath made it glorious
and honourable, more than all the Holinefs of Saints on Earth, or
of the Glorified in Heaven, and than all the Torments of the
Damned in Hell; though they do alfo magnify the Law, and
make it honourable. But'if Men will teach, - that the Law, and
Obedience umo it, whether perfa/? or fincere, is the Righteoufnefs
‘we muft be found and ftand in, in our Pleading for Juftification;
they neither underfland what they fay, nor whereof they affirm. 1 Tim.
i. 7. They become Debtors to-it, and Chrift profits them nothing, Gal.
ii. 21, and v. 2, 5. And we know what will become of that Man,
that hath his Debts to the Law to pay, and hath no Intereft in the
Surety’s Payment. Yet many fuch offer their own Silver, which,
whatever Coin of Man be upon it, is reprobate, and rejected both

by Law and Gofpel.

LET us carefully keep the Bounds clear betwixt the Law and
Gofpel ; which ¢¢ whofoever doth, is a tight perfeét Divine,”
faith blefled Luther, in his. Commentary on the Epiftle to the Ga-
Jatians: A Book that hath more plain found Gofpel,. than many
Volumes of fome other Divines. Let us keep the Law as far
“Arom the Bufinefs-of Juftification, as we would keep Condenma-~
“tion, its contrary. For the Law and Congemnation are infepara-
ble, but by the Intervention of Jefus Chrift our Surety, Gal. iii.
30—14. But in the Pradtice of Holinefs, ‘the fulfilled Law given
‘by Jefus Chrift to Believers as a Rule, is of great and good Ufe to
‘them ; as hath been declared,

La/?ly, Be exact in your Communion and Church- Admxmﬁratxons
If any walk otherwife than it becometh the ‘Gofpel ; if any abufe
the Dottrine of Grace to Licentioufnefs ; draw the Rod of Difci-
pline againt them the more feverely, that-ye know fo many wait
for your Halting, and are ready to {peak Evd of the Wnys and
Truths of Gob.

TuE Wifdom of G o-» fometimes orders the different Opinions
‘of Men about his Truth, for the clearing and conﬁrmmg of it;
while each Side watch the Extremes that others may be in Hazard
of running into, And if Controverfy be fairly and meekly mana-
ged this Way, we may differ, and plead our Opinions, ard both

’ love
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Jove and edify them we oppofe, and may be loved and edxﬁed by
them in thexr Oppoﬁnon.

I know no Fear poflefleth our Side, but that of lrmmmmfm.
‘Let us be fairly fecured from that; and as we ever hated true A7-
tinomianifm, {o we are ready to oppofe it with all our Might. But
having fuch Grounds of Jealoufy as I have named, (and it is well
known that I have not hamed all), Men will allow us to fear, that
this Noife of Antinomianifm is raifed, and any Advantage they have
by the Rathnefs and Imprudence of fome ignorant Men, is improved
to a fevere Height, by fome, on purpofe to fhelter Arminianifm in its
Growth, and to advance it further amongft us ; which we pray and.
hope the Lord will prevent, )

Yours, ‘.
RoBerT TRAILL.

P O S‘TSC'RIIP T.

HIS Paper prefented to thee, was in its firft Defign intended
_ as'a private Letter to a particular Brother, as the Title
.bears.. How. it comes to be publifhed, I fhall not trouble the,
‘World with.an Account of. I think, that Dr. Qwen’s excellent
Book of Fuftification, and Mr. Marfhall’s Book of the Myflery of
Sandtification by Faith in Fefus Chrift, are fuch Vindications and Con-
firmations of the Proteflant Do&rine, againft which I fear no effetual
Oppofition. Dr.Owen’s Name is fo favoury ard famous, his Sound-
_nefs in the Faith, and Ability in Learning for its Defence, fo juftly
- reputed, that no fobér Man will attempt him.  Mr. Maryball was
{ = holy retired Perfon; and is only known to the moft of us by his -
Book, publifhed lately. "The Book is a deep, praical, well-jointed
';lecourfe and requires a more than ordinary Attention in the read-
ing of it with Profit. And if it be fingly ufed, I look upon it as
one of the moft ufeful Books the World hath feen for many Years.
_Its Excellency is, that it leads the ferious Reader direly to Jefus
}{ Chrift, and cuts the Sinews and overturns the Foundation of the
il new Divinity, by the fame Argument of (Jofpel holinefs by which
_many attempt to overturn the old. And as it hath already the Seal
I of high Ayprobauon by many ]udxcxous Minifters and Chriftians
»5 that
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that have read it 3 fo I fear not but it will ftand firm as aRock a- .
gainft all Oppofition, and will prove good Seed, and Food, and
Light, and Life, to many hereafter. ‘

Avrr my Defign in publifhing this, is, plainly and briefly to give
fome Information to ordinary and plain People, who either want
Time or Judgment to perufq large and learned Tra&ates, about
this Point of Juftification, wherein every one is equally concerned.

TFue Theme of Juftification hath fuffered greatly by this, that
many have employed their Heads and Pens, who never had their
Hearts and Confciences exercifed about it. * And they muft be fri-
gid and dreaming Speculations that all fuch are taken up with,
whofe Confciences are not enlivened with their perfonal Concern
in it. :

-~ THEsE Things are undoubted :

1. THAT as it is a Point of higheft Concern to every Man, fo
it is to the whole Doétrine of Chriftianity. All the great Funda-
mentals of Chriftian Truth, center in this of Juftification. The

~ Trinity of Perfons in the Godhead ; the Incarnation of the only
Begotten of the Father; the Satisfation paid to the Law and
Juftice of Gop, for the Sins of the World, by his Obedience
and Sacrifice of himfelf in that Flefh he aflumed; and the divine
Authority of the Scriptures, which reveal all this ; are all ftraight
Lines of Truth, that center in this Doétrine of the Juttification of
a Sinner by the Imputation and Application of that Satisfaion.
No Juftification without a Righteoufnefs ; no Righteoufniefs can
‘be, but what anfwers fully and perfeétly the holy Law of Gobp ;
n6 fuch Righteoufnefs can be performed, but by a divine Perfon 5
no Benefit can accrue to a Sinner by it, unlefs it be fome Way his
and applied to him ; no Application can be made of this, but b; '
Faith in Jefus Chrift. And as the Conne&ion wirh, and Depen-
dence of thisTruth upon the other great Myfteries of divine Truth.
is evident in the plain Propofal of it ; fo the fame hath fadly bec,;
manifeft in this, that the forfaking of the Docrine of Juftification
by Faith in Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, hath been the firft Step of A-
poftacy in many, who haveF not ftopped till they have revolted

. . . from
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from Chriftianity itfelf. Hence fo many Arminians, and their chief
Leaders too, turned Socinians. From denying Juftification by Chrift’s
Righteoufnefs, they proceeded to the denying of his Satjsfadtion 3
from theDenial of his proper Satisfaltion, they went on to the de-
nying of- the Divinity of his Perfon. And that Man’s Charity is
extenfive, that will allow to fuch Blafphemers‘of the Son of G o py
the Name of Chriffians. Let not then the Zeal of any fo fo funda-
mental a Point of Truth, as that is of the Juftification of a Simner
by Faith in Chrift, be charged with Folly.” Tt is good,to be al-
ways zealoufly - affeQted in a good Thing'; and thns is the beff of
Things.

" 2. IT is undoubted, that there is a Myftery in this Matter of
Juftification.  As itis Gop’s A&, it is an A& of free Grace and
déép Wifdom. Herein Jufticé and Mercy kifs one another in fa-
ving the Sinner. Here appears God-man, with the Righteoufnefs
of Gop, and this applied and imputed to finful Men. Here Man’s
Sin and Mifery, are the Field in which Gon’s Grace in Chrift are
difplayed. Here theSinner is made righteous by the Righteoufnefs
of another, and obtains Juftification through this Righteoufnefs,
though he pays and gives Nothing for it. Gop declares him righ-
teous, or juftifies him freely ; and yet he is well paid for it by the
Redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, Rom. iii. 24,25, 26.- I:is an
A& of Juftice and Mercy both, when Gonp juftifies a Believer on
Jefus Chrift. And muft there not then be a great Myftery in it ?
Is not every Believer daily admiring the Depth of this Way of
Gop? This Myftery is, ufually, rather darkened, than illuftrated, .
by logical Terms ufed in the handling of it. The only Defence
that good and learned Men have for the Ufe of them, is, (and it
hath great Weight), that the Craft of Adverfaries doth conftrain
them to ufe fuch Terms, to find them out, or hedge them in.
It is certain, that this Myftery is as plainly revealed in the Word, .
as the Holy Ghoft thought fit to do in teaching the Heirs of this
Grace ; and it were well if Men did contain themfelves within
thefe Bounds. .

3. It is certain, that this Doétrine of Juftification propofed in
the Word, hath been very differently underftood and exprefled by
Men, that profgis that Gobp’s Word is the only Rule of their

Thoug\ﬁ
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Thoughts and Words about the Things of the Spirit of Gop. It

hath been, and will berftill a Stone of Stumbling ; as our Lord Je-
fus Chrift himfelf was, andis, Rom. ix. 32, 33. I Pet.ii. 7, 8.

4. THAT whatever Variety and Differences there be in Mens
Notions and Opinions (and there is a great deal) about Juftifica-
tion, they are all certainly reducible to two 5 one of which is every
Man’s Opinion. And- they are, That the Juftification of a Sin-
ner before GoD, is either on the Account of a Rxghteoufnefs in

*..ard of ourfelves ; or on the Account of a Righteoufnefs in another,
even Jefus Chrift, who is Fehovah aur Righteonfuefs. Law and Gof-
pel, Faith and Works, Chrift’s Righteoufnefs and our own, Grace
and Debt, do equally divide all in this Matter. Crafty Men may

~ endeavour to blend and mix thefe Things together in Juftification
but it is a vain Attempt. It is not only moft exprefsly rejected in
‘the Gofpel, which peremptorily determines the Contrariety, In-
confiftency, and Incompatibility betwixt thefe two ; but the Na-
ture of the Things in themfelves, and the Senfe and Conftxcnce of
every ferious Perfon, do witnefs to the fame, that our own Righ-
teoufnefs, and Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, do comprehend all the
Pleas of Men to Juftification, (one or other of them every Man
in the World ftands upon) and that they are inconfiftent with,
and deftruétive one of another, in Juftification, If a Man trufts
to his own Righteoufnefs, he rejeéts Chrift’s; if he trufts toChrift’s,
Righteoufnefs, he reje&ts his own. - If he will not rejeét his own
Righteoufnefs, as too good to be renounced ; if he will not venture
on Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, as not fufficient alone to bear him out,

- and bring him him fafe off at Gop’s Bar, he i is in both a convi&ted
Unbeliever. And if he endeavour to patch up a Righteoufnefs be.
fore Gop, made up of both, he is ftill under the Law, and a De-

-{pifer of Gofpel-grace, Gal. ii. 21. That Rightcoufnefs that jufti-
fies a Sinner, confifts in aliguo indsvifibili; and this every Man ﬁnds
when the Cafe is his own, and he ferious about it.

5 THEsE different Sentiments about Juftification, have been
at all Times managed with a fpecial Acnmony They that
are for the Righteoufnefs of Gop by Faith in Jefus Chrift, look
upon it as the only Foundation of all their Hopes for Etermty, and
theréfore cannot but be zealous for it. + And the contrary Side are

.. S ) as
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as hot for their ownRxghteoufnefs, the moft admired and adored Diana
of proud Mankind, asif it \(;re an Image fallen down from Fupiter 3

when it is indeed the Idol that was caft out of Heaven with the

Devil, and which he hath ever fince been fo diligent to fet up

before finful Men to be worfkipped, that he might bring them in-.
to the fame Condemnation with himfelf: for by true Sin, and
falfe Righteoufnefs, he hath deceived the whole Werld, Rev. xii.q.

6. As the Holy Ghoft fpeaking in the Scriptures, 35 the fu~
preme and infallible Judge and Determiner of all Truth ; fo where..-
he doth particularly, and on purpofe, deliver any Truth, there
we are fpecially to attend and learn.  And though, in moft Points
of Truth, he ufually teacheth us by a bare authoritative Narra-
tion ; yet in fome Points, which his infinite Wifdom forefaw fpe-
cial Oppofition to, he doth not only declare, but debate and de-
termine the Truth. And the Inftances are two efpecially. One

.is about the Divinity of Chrift’s Perfon, and Dignity of his Prieft--
hood ; reaforied, argued, and determined, in the Epiftle to the
Hebrews. The other is about Juftification by Faith; exaltly
handled in the Epiftles to the Romans, and to the Galatians. In
the former of thefe two, the Doctrine of free Juftification is taught
us moft formally and accurately And though we find no Charge
againft that Church, in Pauls Time, or in his Epiftle, for their
departing from the Truth in this Point ; yet the Wifdom of the
Holy Ghoft is remarkable in this, that this Do&trine fhould befo
plainly afferted, and ftrongly proved, in an Epiftle to that Church,
the pretended Succeflors whereof have apoftatized from that Faith,
and proved the main Afferters of that damnable Error, of Juftifica~
tion by Works. That to the Galatians is plainly written, toc
a begun, and obviate 3 full Apoftacy, from the Purity of the
Gofpel, in the Point of Juftification by Faith, without the Works
of the Law. And from thefe two Epiftles, if we be wife, we -
muft learn the Truth of this Do&rine, and expound all other
Scrrptures, in 2 Harmony with what is there fo fetly determined,
as in foro eontradictoria.

'?‘ 7 'L‘ﬂ/y, It is not to be denied, nor concealed, that, .on each
ji“ Side, fome have run into Extremes, which the Generality do not >
i OWn, but are ufually loaden vmh. The Pap /s run high for Jufti-
L _ fication
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v 1
fication by Works ; yet even fome of them, in the Council of |
Trent, difcourfed very favourably of Juftification by Faith. The
Arminians have qualified a little the Groflnefs of the Popifb Do&krine
in this Article; and fome fince have effayed to qualify that of the .
Arminians, and to plead the fam¢ Caufe more finely. Again, fome |
have run into the other Extreme, as appeared in Germany 3 little i
after the Reformation ; and fome fuch there have been always, :
and in all Places, where the Gofpel hath fhined ; and thefe were
called Antinomians. But how unjuftly this hateful Name is charged

. mpon the orthodox Preachers and fincere Believers of the Protgflant *
Doé&rine of Juftification by Faith only, who keep the Gofpel-midit
betwixt thefe two Rocks, is the Defign of this Paper to difcover. -
What we plead for, is in Sum, That Jefus Chrift our Saviour is
the Fountain opened in the Houfe of David, for Sin and for Uncleannefsy
wherein only Men can be wafhed, in Juftification andSanifica-
tion ; and that there.is no other Fountain of Man’s devifing, nor
of Gop’s declaring, for wathing a Sinner firft, 'fo as to make
him fit and meet to come to this, to wafh, and to be clean.

As for INHERENTHOLINESS, is it not fufficiently fecured by the
Spirit of Chrift received by Faith, the certain Spring and Caufe of
it; by the Word of Gob, the plain and perfect Rule of it; by
the declared Neceflity of it to all them that look to be faved, and
to juftify theSincerity of 2 Man’s Faith ; unlefs we bringit in toJu-
ftification, and thereby make our own pitiful Holinefs fit on the
Throne of Judgment, with the precious Blood of the Lamb of
Gop? '

TroucH I expe& that a more able Hand will undertake an
Examination of the new Divinity ; yet, to fill up alittle Room, I
would fpeak fomewhat to their Azhillean Argument, that is fo much
boafted of, and fo frequently infifted on by them, as their Shield
and Spear.  Their Argument is this : That Chrift’s Righteoufnefs
is our legal Righteoufnefs ; but our own is our. evangelical Righte-
oufiefs : that is, When a Sinner is charged with Sin againft the Law
of G o b, he may oppofe Chrift’sRighteoufnefs as his legal Defence;
but againft the Charge of the Gofpel, efpecially for Unbelief, he
muft produce his Faith, as his Defence or Righteoufnefs, againft
that Charge.

Wirn
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WiTH a great Deference to fuch worthy Divines as have looked
on this as an Argument of Weight, I fhall,’in a few Words, effay
to manifeft, that this is either a fayjng the fame in other odd Words,
that is commonly taught by us ; o phifm; or a Departing from
the Proteftant Do&trine about Juftification.

«

Y

Y. THIs vAr'gument concerhs not at il the- Jufkification of a
Sinner before Gop. For this End, no more is needful, than to
confider, what this Charge is, againft whom it is given, and by .

~ whom. The Charge is faid to be given in by Gop'; and a Charge

of Unbelief, or difobeying the Gofpel. But againft whom ? 1s it
againft a Believer or Unbeliever ! and thefe two divide all Mankind.
If it be againt a Believer, itisa falfe Charge, and can never bt given
in by the Gop of Truth. For the Believer is juftified already by
Faith, and as to this Charge he is innocent. And Innocence is
Defence enough to a Man falfely charged, before a righteous Judges
Is this Charge given in againft an Unbeliever ? We allow it is a
righteous Charge. Ay, but fay they, < will Chrift’s Righteoufnefs -
¢¢ juftify a Man from this Charge of Gofpel-unbelief ” The An-
fwer is plain. No, it will not; nor yet from any other Charge
whatfoever, either from Law or Gofpel ; for he hath Nothing to
do with Chrift’s Righteoufnefs while an Unbeliever.. What then
dsth this arguing reprove ? [s it, that no Man’s Faith in Chrift’s

~

. Righteoufnefs can be juftified in its Sincerity before Men, and in 2

Man’s own Confcience, but in and by the Fruits of a true lively
Faith? In this they have no Oppofers that I know of. Or is ity
that a Man may have Chrift’s Righteoufnefs for his legal Righte-

“oufnefs, and yet be 2 Rebel to the Gofpel, and a Stranger to true

Holinefs ? Who ever affirmed it ? Or is it, that this Gofpel-Holi-
nefs is, that a Man muft not only have, (for that we grant)
but alfo may venture to ftand in, and to be found in before Gop,
and to enter into Judgment with Go D upon, in his Claim to eter-
nal Life ? Then we muft oppofe them that think fo, as we know
their own Confciences will when in any lively Exercife. Thefe
plain Principles of Gofpel-truth, while they remain, (and remain
they will on their own Foundation, when weare all in our Graves,
and our foolifh Contentions are buried) do overthrow this pretend=
ed Charge. 1. That Chrift’s Righteoufnefs is the only Plea Xnd,'
o . . - n-
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Anfwier of a Sinner arrdigned atG o p’sBar forLifc and Death. 2. This
Righteoufnefs is imputed to no Man gut a Believer. 3. When it
is imputed by Grace, and applied by Faith, it immediately and e-
ternally becomes the Man’s Rigliteoufnefs, before Gop, Angels,
Men, and Devils, Rom. viii. 33¢35, 38, 39. It is aRighteufnefs
“that is never loft, never takgn away, never ineffeCtual ; anfwereth
all Charges, and is attended with all Graces.

2. T would afk, What is that Righteoufnefs that juftifies 2 Man from
the 8in of Unbelief ! We have rejected the imaginary Charge ; let
us now confider the real Sin. Unbelief is the greateft Sin agiinf
both Law and Gofpel : more remotely againft the Law, which
binds all Men to believe Gop fpeaking, fay what he will ; more
dire&ly againft the Gofpel, which tells us what we fhould believe,
* and commands us to believe. Let us put this Cafe, (and it is pity
the Cafe is fo rare, when the Sin is fo common) that a poor Sou}
is troubled about the Greatnefs of the Sin of Unbelief, in calling
God a Lyar, 1 John v. 10. in diftrufting his faithful Promife, in
doubting Chrift’s Ability and good Will to fave, in ftanding aloof
fo long from Jefus Chrift; as many of the Ele& are longina
State of Unbelief ’till called ; and the beft of Believers have Unbe-
lief in fome Meafure in them, Mark ix. 24. Abrabam’s Faith
flaggered fometimes, Gen. xii and xx. What fhall we fay toa
Confcience thus troubled ! Will any Man dare to tell him, that
Chrift’s Righteoufnefs is his legal Righteoufnefs againft the Charge
of Sins againft the Law ; but for Gofpel-charges, he muft anfwer
them in his own Name ? I know our hotteft Oppofers would ab-
hor fuch an Anfwer ; and would freely tell fuch a Man, that the
Blsod of Fefus Chrift cleanfeth from all Sin 5 and that his Juftification
from his Unbelief muft be only in that Righteoufnefs which he fo
- finfully had rejected while in Unbelief, and now lays hold on by
Faith. : ~ - I

3. BuT fome extend this Argument yet more dangeroufly : for
they fay, That not only Men muft have their Faith for their Righ-
teoufnefs againft the Charge of Unbelief, but Repexitancg againft
the Charge of Impenitence, Sincerity againft that of Hypocrify,
Holinefs againtt that of Unholinefs, and Perfeverance as their Gof=
pel-righteoufnefs againftthe Charge of Apoftacy. If they mean on-

5 ) . ly,
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Iy, that thefe Things aré Juftifications and Frults of tme Faxth,
and of the Sincerity of the grac g of Gopin us; we do agree to
the Meaning ; but highly diflike the Expneﬂions, as unfcriptural
and dangerous, tending to the difhonouring of the Righteoufnefs of
Chrift, and to run Men on the Rocks of Pride and Self-righteoufnefs,
that natural Corruption drives all Meg upon. But if they mean,
that, either jointly or feparately, they axe our Righteoufnefs before
Gobp; orthat, either feparate from, or m:xed with Chrift’s Righ-
teoufnefs, they may be made our Claim and Plea for Salvation;
¥ muft fay, that it is dangerous Do&rine ; and its native Tendeacy .
is, to turn Chrift’s imputed Righteoufnefs out of the Church, to.
deftroy all the folid Peace of Believers, and to exclude Gofpel-juf-
tification out of this World, and referve it to another, and that
with 2 horrible Uncertainty of any particular Man’s partaking of ~
it. But thefe blefled Truths of Gop, and Bleflings of Believers,
ftand on firmer Foundations than Heaven or Earth, and will conti-
nue fixed againft all the Attempts of the Gates of Hell. Bleffed be
the Rock, ‘Chriﬂ, oh which all is built ; blefled be the New Co-
venant, ordered in all Things and fure 5 and bleffed is be that believeth ;
Jor there fball be a Performance of thefe Things which are told bim frem
the Lord, Lukei. 45. Amen. ) '

A,

I.a;:)m, Sept. 1,4
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