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PREFACE.

I meaningPerfonat
Thasbeen the Practice ofmany (perhapsfincere and well-

in allAges ofthe Church, at thefame

Time that they have attempted to guard against one Error in

Point ofDoctrine, to fall into another ; so that while they have

been publicly cautioning Mankind against running into oneEx-

treme, they have unwarily led them into another, equally as

great andfull as dangerous.

Perhaps, in no one Instance has this Obſervation been more

fully verified, than in Perſons treating ofthe Doctrines ofthe

Grace ofGod in Christ Jesus to lost, helpless Sinners ; to avoid

the dangerous and destructive Tenets ofAntinomianiſm, they

baveruninto thegloomy, unfcripturalScheme ofArminianiſm ;

andso exceeding wiſe, ſo very cautious, so prodigiously careful

Some have pretended to be in handling these Points, that they

baveſo mixed and adulterated the Declarations of God's ever-

lafting Love to Sinners with their carnalWisdom, human Phi-

losophy and vainDeceits, that, instead ofdeclaring the whole

Counſel ofGod, exalting the ever-bleſſed Redeemer, ſetting

forth the Fulness of the Grace that is treasured up in him,

as the Surety and Covenant-Head ofhis People, and of their

Safety and Salvation thereby ; they have, in the Iſſue, brought

down the Plan of eternal Wisdom and Salvation to a meer bu-

man Scheme, deficient, precarious, and uncertain ; they have

attempted to contract the boundless Dimenſions of the Breadth

andLength, and Depth and Height ofthe Love ofGodin Christ

Jesus, from infinite Extension, to the narrow Compass ofafi-

niteSpan ; and, contrary to the expressDeclaration ofGod, have

attempted to make it appear, that God's Thoughts are as our

Thoughts, and his Ways as ourWays ; O my Soul, come not

thou into theirSecret, unto theirAffembly, mineHonour,

be not thou united !

A 2 The



iv PREFACE.

TheAbsurdity ofsuch a Practice, how it impeaches the Wif-

dom ofthe omniscientJehovah, byſuppoſing his revealed Truths

not fufficiently guardedfromdangerous Conſequences; howit tends

to discomfort anddiſhearten his militant Saints, weakening their

Confidence, enervating theirFaith, abating theFervour oftheir

Love, and, confequently, obstructingtheirchearfulProgress in the

Way ofHolinessandObedience, Ishallnot nowgoabout toprove,

but humbly and beartily wish, this was more calmly confidered,

ond more feriously attended to. Ithink thefollowing Letter

doth strongly militate against fuch Perſons andfuch Practices.

The Author (whoseWorks areso well known, andfo well re-

ceived by the Christian World, that it is as needless, as it would

appearfuperfluous inmetosay anything in Commendation ofHim)

does not retract from, deny, or give up any ofthe divineTruths,

under a meer carnal Suppofition of Mens abusing them to licen-

tious Purposes, or to the Neglect oftrue Holiness, no : He well

knew they would naturally producé a contrary Effect, and there-

fore acts with more Wisdom, and more Humility ; be fcriptu-

rally andjudiciously opposeth Truth toError, Light toDark-

ness, the Strength and Power of God's Word to the Weakness

and Delusion of Mens Opinions , and by the most cogent and

weightyReasons, drawn from the lively Oracles, he defends the

advanced Truths of God, against such as attempt to corrupt

andpervert the fame.

Ihave various Reasonsfor publishing thefollowingExtract.

Icall it an Extract, the I have only abridged it of three or

four Pages, which as they had an immediate Reference to the

State ofThings at the Time the Author wrote it, are of little

or no Signification to us at this Day , so that it contains all the

Sum and Substance of the original Letter, fo far as may be of

Use and Profit to us . "I pray the Lord Jesus, the God of

allGrace andPower, to own and accompany it with his Blef-

fing to every Reader's Heart.

My Reasons for publishing this Treatise are as follows :

1st , I think it admirably well calculated to promote thePrac

tice ofevangelical Holiness ; for as the Doctrines it contains

4 and
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PREFACE.

and defends are the very Truths of God, clearly revealed, and

fufficiently attested in the Bible ; ſo whenever, by the Spirit of

God, they are brought home to the Soul, and the Believer hap-

pily knows himself interested in them, fuch joyful Experience

upon his own Heart, hath a native Tendency to animate and

influence the heaven-born Soul to walk in the Way ofHo-

lineſs, as onethat knows himselfredeemedby Blood divine, and

expects to live and reign with his redeeming Jesus in the Man-

fions ofHoliness and Happiness above.

2dly, Another Reason is, that at theSame Time that it de-

tects and explodes the meer human and unfcriptural Scheme of

Arminianiſm, it is alſo wellfuited as an excellent Preferva-

tive against the wild and extravagant Sallies of Antinomi-

aniſm. While it tends to confirm and establiſh the true Believer

in the Doctrines ofGod's Grace, the Doctrines which are ac-

cording to Godliness, it thereby cuts the Sinews, and overturns

the very Foundation of those dangerous, Scripture-perverting,

God-dishonouring, Soul-deceiving Tenets of Antinomianiſm,

which ourAuthor in the Letterjustly describes as " a Meteor,

or Comet, that willfoon blaze out, and its Folly be quickly

" hift off the Stage."

66

AThirdReason is, that Ihave hereby a fairOpportunity of

testifying to the World, the Doctrines I advance in my public

Ministry, as they are none other, than what this judicious Di-

vine has in his Letterſo ſcripturally laid down, andjustly de-

fended. Forpreaching these Truths, Iam brought under the

Same Charge which, in his Day, was advanced against these

falutary, fcriptural, foul-strengthening, heart-comforting, bo-

liness-producing Doctrines : So am Ialſo interested in the De-

fence. To shew my Abhorrence ofAntinomian Tenets, and

as a Defence of what Ipublicly preach, I thought Icould not

do it in a better Manner, than fubfcribing my Name, as an

Editor, to whatfrom my Heart I acquiesce in. That hereby

theMouths of any Adversaries to theseGospel-truths might be

stopped ; and the People, among whom I labour in the Lord

Jesus, might have a fair Opportunity of morefully knowing

myJudgment upon these Points, by having this valuable Trea-

tiſe to peruſe at their Leisure. For

Lastly,



VI PREFACE.

Lastly, Upon Enquiry, Ifind thisLetter is not to be bought

Separate from the Author's other Works, which, though very

excellent, yet as they are large, might be too expensivefor many

to purchase. Therefore, on all these Accounts Ihave publiſhed

it, that what is so truly valuable might be more public,

and Ihope, and trust, and pray may be useful to the eternal

Interest ofmany.

And now, dear Reader, fuffer me to ask, Hast thou anyRe-

lish for the Doctrines of Grace ? Dost thou know any thing of

thine own Heart ? Hast thou any Knowledge of Jesus as thy

loving Saviour ; any Discoveries ofhis dying Love and rifing

Power to thy poor Soul ? Is the Name ofJesus sweet to thy

Taste,and the Person ofJesus precious to thy Sight ? In aWord,

Dost thou esteem him as the chiefest among ten thousand, and

altogether lovely ? Is he thyBeloved, and thy Friend ? Then

art thou a happy Soul indeed. Highly favoured, and greatly

beloved of thy God art thou. All hail ! 1 congratulate thee.

What the thou art the Envy of Devils ; despised and loaded

with Calumny by a wicked, ill-natured World without, and

often exercised with the Plague of a deceitful Heart within ;

yet, be not dismayed, butjoy and rejoice in thy Saviour ; look

to, and longfor the happy Fruition, andfull Enjoyment ofthy

Jesus, in that Kingdom which cannot be moved ; To which

thouhast a purchased Right, and of which thou shalt have a

furePoffeffion ; for (wonderful to tell ! charming to believe ! ).

thou art an Heir of God, and joint Heir with Jesus Christ

thy Lord ; nor Sin, nor Death, nor Hellſhall ever be able to

keep thee from thy heavenly Inheritance. The Lord Jesus

comfort thee in thy Way, and, if it be his bleſſed Will, make

this Work profitable to thee in the House ofthy Pilgrimage.

So wisheth most fervently,

An unworthy Servant ofJesus,

And thine in the everlasting Gospel,

Leeds, Feb.

20, 1758. JOHN EDWARDS.
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A

LETTER

TO A

MINISTER, &c.

SIR,

Y

OUR earnest Defire of Information about theDif-

ferences amongſt ſome Ministers and Profeſſors in

London, whereof you hear fo much by flying Re-

ports, and profeſs you know ſo little of the Truth

thereof, is the Cauſe ofthis-Writing.

THE Subject oftheControversy is, about thejuſtifyingGrace of

GOD in Jeſus Chriſt. Owned it is byboth: and both fear itbe

abuſed; either byturning it into Wantonneſs, hence the Noiſe of

Antinomianism ; or by corrupting it with the Mixture of Works ;

hence the Fears, onthe other Side, ofArminianism. Both Parties

diſowntheNamecaſt upon them. Theone will not be called Ar-

minians ; and the other hate bothName and Thing of Antinomian-

iſm truly fo called. Both ſometimes ſay the ſame Thing, and pro-

feſs their Afſent to the doctrinal Articles of the Church ofEngland,

totheConfeffion of Faith and Catechiſms compoſed at Westminster,

and to the Harmony of the Confeffions of all the reformed Chur-

ches, in theſe Doctrines of Grace. And, if both be candid in

1

this



( 8 )

1

!

!

this Profeffion, it is very strange that there ſhould be any Contro-

verſy amongst them.

١٠

LET us therefore, firſt take a View of the Parties, and then of

their Principles. As to the Party ſuſpected of Antinomianism and

Libertinifm in this City: It is commonly faid ofthem, that it is

only their Principles, and the Tendency of them to looſe Walk-

ing, that they blame. But, waving that at prefent, it seems not

fair to charge a People with licentious Doctrines, when the Pro-

feffors thereof are approved offor theirGodliness ; and when they

do fincerely profeſs, that their Godlinefs begun with, and is pro-

moted by the Faith of their Principles. Let it not be mistaken,

if I here make a Comparison betwixt Papists and Protestants. The

latter did always profeſs the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith a-

lone. This was Blasphemy in the Papist's Ears. They ſtill did,

anddo cryout against it, as a licentious Doctrine, and deſtructive

ofgood Works. Many ſufficient Anſwers have been given unto

this unjuſtCharge. But to myPurpose : The Wonder was, that

the Papists were not convinced by the ſplendid Holiness of the old

Believers, and by the viſible Truth of their holy Practice ; and

their profeffing, that as long as they lived in the Blindness and

Darkness ofPopery, they were profane; and that as foon as GOD

revealed the Gospel to them, and had wrought in them the Faith

thereof, they were ſanctified, and led other Lives. So witneffed

thenoble Lord Cobham, who ſuffered in K. Henry the Vth's Time,

above an hundredYears before Luther. His Words at his Exami-

nation before the Archbishop of Canterbury, and his Clergy, were

theſe: "As for that virtuous Man, Wickliff, (for with his Doc-

" trine he was charged) whoſe Judgment ye ſo highly diſdain ;

" I ſhall ſay ofmy Part, both before GOD and Man, that before

" I knew that deſpiſed Doctrine of his, I never abſtained from

" Sin; but fince I learned therein to fear my LordGOD, it hath

" otherwise, I trust, been with me. So much Grace could I ne-

" ver find in all your glorious Inſtructions." Fox's Book ofMar-

" tyrs, Vol. 1. P. 640. col. 2. edit. 1664.

Bur paffing theſe Things, let us look to Principles, and that

with refpect to their native and regular Influence on Sanctification.

And I am willing that thatſhould determine the Matter, next to

the

t
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theConſonancy ofthePrinciples themselves to the Word ofGod.

ItcanbenoDoctrine ofGOD, that is not according toGodlineſs.

Some think, that ifgood Works, and Holiness, and Repentance,

be allowed no Room in Juſtification, that there is noRoom left

for them in theWorld, and in the Practice ofBelievers. So hard

ſeems it to beto ſome, tokeep in their Eye the certain fixedBounds

betwixt Juſtification and Sanctification. There is no Difference

betwixt a juſtified and aſanctified Man; for he is always the fame

Perſon that partakes oftheſe Privileges. ButJuſtification andSanc-

tification differ greatly, inmanyReſpects ; as is commonlyknown.

But to come a little cloſer :

And

THE Party here ſuſpected ofAntinomianism, do confidently pro-

teſt, before GOD, Angels, and Men, That they eſpouſe no new

Doctrine about the Grace ofGOD, and Juftification, and the o-

ther coincident Points, but what the Reformers at Home and A-

broad did teach, and all the Protestant Churches do own.

that in Sum is : " That a law-condemned Sinner is freelyjuſtified

" by Gon's Grace, through the Redemption that is in Jeſus

" Chrift ; that he isjustified only for the Righteousness of Chrift

" imputed to him by God of his free Grace, and received by

" Faith alone as an Inſtrument; which Faith is the Gift ofthe

" ſame Grace." For guarding againſt Licentiouſneſs, they con-

ſtantly teach, out ofGOD'S Word, " That without Holineſs no

" Man can fee GOD: That all that believe truly on Jeſus Chrift,

" as they are justified by the Sprinkling ofhis Blood, ſo are they

" ſanctified by the Effuſion ofhis Spirit : That all thatboaft of

" their Faith in Chriſt, and yet live after their own Lufts, and

" the Course of this World, have no true Faith at all; butdo,

" in their Profeffion, and contradicting Practice, blafpheme the

" Name ofGOD, and the Doctrine of his Grace; and, conti-

" nuing ſo, ſhall periſh with adouble Destruction, beyond that

" ofthe openly profane, that make no Profeſſion." And when

they find any ſuch in their Communion,which is exceeding rare-

ly, they caſt them out as dead Branches. They teach, " That

* as the daily Study of Sanctification is aneceſſary Exerciſe to all

" that are inChriſt , ſo the Rule of their Direction therein, is

" the holy, ſpotlefs Law ofGOD in Chriſt's Hand: ThattheHo-

" lyGhoſt is the Beginner andAdvancer of this Work, and Faith

B "in
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:

"in Jeſus Chrift the great Mean thereof: That noMan can be

"holytillhe be in Chrift, and united to him by Faith ; and that

" noMan is truly in Chriſt, but he is thereby fanctified. They

" preach the Law, to condemn all Fleſh out of Chriſt, and to

" ſhew thereby to People the Neceffity of betaking themselves to

" him for Salvation." See the favoury Words of bleſſed Tindal,

calledthe Apostle ofEngland, inhis Letter to John Frith, written

Jan. 1533; Book of Martyrs, vol. 2. p. 308. " Expound the

" Law truly, and open the Vail ofMofes, to condemn all Fleſh,

" and prove all Men Sinners, and allDeeds under the Law,be-

" fore Mercy have taken away the Condemnation thereof, tobe
"

Sin, and damnable ; and then, as a faithful Minifter, ſet a-

" broach the Mercy ofour Lord Jesus, and let the wounded.Con-

" ſciences drink of the Water of him. And then ſhall your

"Preachingbe with Power, and not as the Hypocrites. And the

" Spirit ofGOD ſhall work with you ; and all Conſciences ſhall

" bear Record untoyou, andfeel that itis fo. And all Doctrine

that caſteth a Miſt on theſe two, to ſhadow and hide them, I

" mean the Law ofGOD, and Mercy of Chrift; that refift you

" with all your Power." And ſodowe.

WHAT is there in all this tobe offended with ? Is not this enough

to vindicate our Doctrine from any Tendency to Licentiouſneſs ?

I am afraid, that there are are fome Things wherein we differ

more than they think fityet to expreſs. AndI ſhall gueſs at them.

1. THE firſt is about the imputed Righteousness of Chrift.

This Righteouſineſs ofChriſt, inhis active and paffive Obedience,

hath been afferted by Protestant Divines, to be not only the pro-

curing and meritorious Cauſe ofourJustification; for this thePa-

pifts own ; butthe Matter ; as the Imputation ofit is the Form of

ourJuftification : though I think, that our logical Terms are not

fo adapted for fuch divine Mysteries. But whatever Propriety or

Improprietybe in ſuch School-terms, the common ProtestantDoc-

trine hath been, That aconvinced Sinner, ſeeking Juſtification,

musthavenothing in his Eye but thisRighteouſneſs ofChrift, as

Gon propoſeth nothing elsetohim; and that God, in justifying

a Sinner, accepts him in this Righteouſneſsonly, whenhe imputes

it tohim, ...

১০
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Now, about the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, ſome ſay,

" That it belongs only to the Perſon ofChrift : he was under the

" Law, and bound to keep it for himself; that he might be a fit

" Mediator, without Spot orBlemiſh : That it is a Qualification

" in the Mediator, rather than a Benefit acquiredby him, tobe

" communicated to his People." Forthey will not allow " this.

" perſonal Righteousness ofChriſt to be imputed to us any other-

"wiſe than in the Merit of it, as purchasing for us a more eaſy

" Law ofGrace ; in the Obſervation whereof they place all our

" juſtifying Righteouſneſs : " underſtanding hereby "our own

" perſonal inherent Holiness, and nothing else." They hold,

" ThatChrift died to merit this ofthe Father, viz. that we might

" be justified upon easier Terms under the Gospel, than thoſe of

" the Law ofInnocency. Instead of Juſtification by perfect Obe-

" dience, we are now to be justified by our own evangelical Righ-

" teouſneſs, made up of Faith, Repentance, and fincere Obe-

" dience. " And if we hold not with them in this, they tell the

World, we are Enemies to evangelical Holiness, flighting the

Practice of all good Works, and allowing our Hearers to live as

they lift. Thus theyſlanderthe Preachers of Free-grace, becauſe

we do not placeJuftification in our own inherent Holiness; but in

Chrift's perfect Righteouſneſs, imputed to us upon our believing

in him. Which Faith, we teach, purifies the Heart, and always

inclines to Holiness ofLife. Neither do we hold any Faith to be

trueandſaving, thatdoth notſhew itſelfby good Works ; without

which noMan is, or canbejustified, either in his own Conſcience,

or before Men. But it doth not hence follow, that we cannot be

juftified in the Sight of GOD by Faith only ; as the Apostle Paul

afſſerts the latter, and the ApostleJames the former, in a goodA-

greement.

2.THERE appears tobe ſome Difference, or Miſunderstanding

of one another, about the true Notion and Nature ofjustifying

Faith. Divines commonly diftinguish betwixt the direct Act of

Faith, and the reflex Act. The direct Act is properly juſtifying

and faving Faith ; bywhich a loft Sinner comes to Chrift, and re-

lies upon him for Salvation. The reflex Act is the looking back of

theSoul upon a formerActofFaith. A rational Creature can re-

B2 flect
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flectuponhis ownActs, whether they be Acts of Reaſon, Faith,
orUnbelief.

AdirectActofſaving Faith, isthatby which a loft Sinner goes

out of himselfto Chrift for Help, relying upon him only for Salva-

tion. AreflexAttariſeth from the SenſethatFaith gives ofits own

inward Act, upon a ferious Review. The Truth and Sincerity

ofwhich is further cleared up tothe Confcience, by the genuine

Fruits ofanunfeigned Faith, appearing to all Men in our good

Lives, and holy Converſation. But for as plain as theſe Things

be, yet we find we are frequently mistaken by others : and we

wonder at the Mistake ; for we dare not aſcribe to ſome learned

and good Men, the Principles ofIgnorance, orWilfulness, from

whenceMistakes in plain Caſes uſually proceed. Whenwe do

preſs Sinners tocome to Chrift by a direct Act of Faith, confifting

in anhumble Reliance upon him for Mercy and Pardon; they

will underſtand us, whether we will or not, of a reflex Act of

Faith, by which a Man knows and believes, that his Sins are

pardoned, and that Chriſt is his; when they might eafily know

thatwemean nofuch Thing. Mr. Walter Marshall, in his ex-

cellentBook, lately publiſhed, hath largelyopened this, and the

true Controversy of this Day, though it be eight or nine Years

fince hedied.

3. WE feem to differ about the Intereſt,andRoom, andPlace,

that Faith hath in Juftification. That we arejustified by Faith

in Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo plainly a New-Teftament Truth, that no

Man, pretendingnever fo barely to the Chriſtian Name, denies it.

The Papists own it ; and the Socinians, and Arminians, and all own

it. But how different are their Senſes of it ? And indeed you

cannot more ſpeedily and certainly judge ofthe Spirit of a Man,

thanby his real inward Senſe of this Phrafe, (if you could reach

it) A Sinner isjustified by Faith in Jesus Christ. Some fay, That

Faith in Jeſus Chriſtjustifies as it is a Work, by the tὸ credere;

as ifitcame intheRoom ofperfect Obedience, required by the Law.

Some, That Faith justifies, as it is informed and animated byCha-

rity. So the Papists; whoplainlyconfoundJuftification and Sanctifi-

cation. Some ſay,ThatFaithjustifies, as itis a fulfilling oftheCON-

DITION of the NewCovenant, Ifthou believeſt, thou shaltbesaved.

Nay,
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Nay, they will not holdthere; but they will havethis Faith to

juſtify, as it hath aPrinciple and Fitneſs in it to diſpoſe to fincere

Obedience. The plain old Protestant Doctrine is, That the

Place of Faith inJuftification is only that ofa Hand or Inſtrument,

receiving the Righteousness of Chrift, for which only we are jufti-

fied. So that though great Scholars do often confound themselves

andothers, in their Diſputations about Faith's justifying aSinner ;

everypoor plainBeliever hath the Marrow ofthis Mystery feeding

his Heart; and hecan readily tellyou, That tobe justified by

Faith, is to bejustified by Chrift's Righteouſneſs, apprehendedby

Faith.

4. WE ſeem to miſunderſtand one another about the two Adams,

and eſpeciallythe latter. SeeRom. v. 12. to theEnd. In that Ex-

cellent Scripture a Compariſon is inſtituted, which ifwe didduly

underſtand, and agree in, we should not readily differ in themain

Things of theGospel. TheApostle there tells us, that the firſt

Adam stood intheRoom ofallhis natural Pofterity. He hadtheir

Stock inhisHand. While he stood, they stood in him ; when he

fell, they fell with him. By his Fall he derived Sin andDeath to

allthem that ſpringfromhimbynatural Generation. This is the

fad Side. Buthe tells us, in Oppoſitionthereto, and incomparing

therewith, that Chrift, the ſecond Man, is the new Head of the

redeemed World. He ſtands in their Room; his Obedience is

theirs; andhe communicates to his ſpiritual Offspring, just the

contrarytowhat the first finful Adamdoth tohis naturalOffspring;

Righteouſneſs instead of Guilt and Sin, Life inſtead of Death,

Juftification inſtead of Condemnation, and eternal Life inftead of

Hell deſerved. So that I think the 3d, 4th, and 5th Chapters of

the Epiſtle to the Romans, for the Mystery of Juſtification ; and

the6th, 7th, and 8th, for the Mystery of Sanctification, deſerve

our deep Study. But whatſay others about Chrift's being the ſe-

condAdam ? We find them unwilling to ſpeak ofit ; and when

theydo,it is quite alien fromtheScope oftheApostle inthatChap-

ter. Thus to us they feem to say, " That GOD as a Rector,

" Ruler, Governor,hath refolved to ſaveMenby Jeſus Chrift :

"That the Rule of this Government is the Gofpel, as a new

"Law ofGrace: ThatJesus Chriſt is fet at theHead of this rec-

" toralGovernment: That inthatStatehe fits inGlory, ready and

“ able,
A
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" able, out of his Purchaſe and Merits, to give Juftification and

" eternal Life to all that can bring good Evidence of their having

" compliedwith the TERMS and CONDITIONS of the Law

" ofGrace." Thus they antedate the last Day, and hold forth

Chriſt as a Judge, rather than aSaviour. Luther was wont to

warn People of this Distinction, frequently in his Comment on the

Epiftle to the Galatians. Andno other Headſhip to Chriſt do we

find ſome willing to admit, but whatbelongs to his kingly Office.

As for his Suretiſhip, and being the ſecond Adam, and a public

Perſon, ſometreat it with Contempt. Ihave heard that Dr. Tho-

mas Goodwin was in his Youth anArminian, or at least inclining

thatWay ; butwasby the Lord's Grace brought off, by Dr. Sibbs's

clearing up to him this ſame Point, of Chriſt's being the Head

and Repreſentative of all his People. Now, though we maintain

ſtedfaſtly this Headſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, yet we ſay not, that there

is an actual partaking of his Fulneſs of Grace, till we be inhim

byFaith ; though this Faith is alſo given us on.Chriſt's Behalf, Phil. i.

29. and we believe, through Grace, Acts xviii. 27. And we know no

Grace, we can call nothing Grace, we care for no Grace, but

what comes from this Head, the Saviour of theBody. But fo

much ſhall ſerve to point forth the main Things of Difference and

Mistakes.

Is it not a little provoking, that ſome are ſo captious, that,no

Minifter can preach in theHearing offome, " of the Freedom of

" GOD's Grace;ofthe Imputation of Chrift's Righteousness ; of

" ſole and fingle believing onhim for Righteouſneſs, and eternal

" Life; ofthe Impoſſibility of a natural Man's doing any good

" Work, before he be in Chriſt; ofthe Impoſſibility ofthe Mix-

" ing of Man's Righteouſneſs and Works, with Chrift's Righ-

" teouſneſs, in the Buſineſs ofJuſtification ; and feveral other

" Points," but he isimmediately called, or ſuſpected to be anAn-

tinomian ? Ifweſay, that Faith inJeſus Chriſt is neitherWork,nor

CONDITION, nor Qualification, in Juſtification but is amere

Inſtrument, receiving (as anemptyHand receiveth the freely-given

Alms) the Righteousness ofChriſt ; and that in its very Act, it is

arenouncing of allThings butthe Gift ofGrace; the Fire is kin-

dled. So that it is come to that, as Mr. Christopher Fowler faid,

"Thathe that willnot be Antichriſtian, must be called anAntino

"mian."

1
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"mian." Truth is to be defendedby Truth ; butError is often,

andunhappily, oppoſedby Error under Truth's Name.--.

But what ſhall wedo in this Cafe ? What ſhall wedo for Peace

with our Brethren ? Shall we lie ſtill under their undeſerved Re-

proaches ; and for keeping the Peace, filently ſuffer others to beat

us unjustly ? If it were our own perſonal Concern,we shouldbear

it: ifitwere only their charging us with Ignorance, Weakneſs,

andbeing unſtudied Divines, (as they have uſed liberally to call

allthathave not learned, and dare not believe their new Divinity)

wemight eaſilypaſs it by, or put itup. Butwhenwe fee the pure

Gospel ofChrift corrupted ; and anArminian Goſpel new vampt,

and obtruded onPeople, to the certain Peril ofthe Souls ofſuch as

believe it ; and our Miniſtry reflected upon, which ſhould be dear-

er to us than our Lives ; can we be filent ? As we have a Charge

from the Lord, to deliver to ourPeople what we have received

fromhim; ſo, ashe calls and enables,we are not to give Place by

Subjection, not for an Hour, to fuch as creep in, not only to spy out,

but to destroy, not so much the Gospel-Liberty, as the Goſpel-Sal-

vation we havein Chriſt Jeſus, and to bring us back under the Yoke of

legalBondage. And indeed the Cafe in that Epiſtle to the Galatians,

and ours, has a greatAffinity.

Is it defired, that we should forbear to make a free Offer of

God'sGrace in Chriſt to the worst of Sinners ? This cannot be

grantedby us for this is theGospel faithful Saying, and worthy of

allAcceptation (andtherefore worthy of all our Preaching of it)

that Jesus Chrift came into the World to fave Sinners, and the Chief of

thèm, 1 Tim. 1. 15. This was the apoftolic Practice, according

to their Lord's Command, Mark xvi. 15, 16. Luke xxiv. 47.

They began at Jerufalem, where the Lord ofLife was wickedly

flain by them, and yet Life in and through his Blood was offered

to and accepted and obtainedby many ofthem. Every Believer's

Experience witneſſeth to this, that every one thatbelieves on Jeſus

Chrift, acts that Faith as the Chief of Sinners. Every Man that

feeth himſelfrightly, thinks ſo ofhimself,and therein thinks not a-

miſs. GOD only knoweth who is truly the greatest Sinner, and

everyhumbledSinner willthink that he is the Man.
SHALL
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SHALL. We tell Men, that unless they beholy, they must not

believe on Jeſus Chriſt ? that they must not venture on Chriſt for

Salvation, till they be qualified and fit to be received andwel-

comedbyhim ? This were to forbear preaching the Gofpel atall,

orto forbid allMento believe on Chrift. For never was any Sin-

ner qualified for Chrift. He is well qualified for us, 1 Cor. i. 30.

but aSinnerout ofChrift hath no Qualification for Chrift but Sin

and Misery. Whence should he have any better, but in and

from Chrift ? Nay, ſuppoſe an Impoffibility, that a Man were

qualified for Chriſt ; I boldly affert, that ſuch aMan would not,

norcould everbelieve on Chriſt. For Faith is a loft, helpleſs, con

demned Sinner's caſting himself on Chrift for Salvation; and the

qualifiedMan is noſuch Perſon.

SHALLWewarnPeople, thatthey ſhould not believe onChrift

toofoon ? It is impoſſible that they ſhoulddo it too foon. Cana

Manobey the greatGofpel-Commandtoo foon ? IJohn iii. 23. ordo

thegreatWork ofGod too foon ? Johnvi. 28, 29. AManmaytoo

foonthinkthat he is in Chriſt; and that is when it is not ſo indeed :

andthiswe frequently teach. But this is but an idle Dream, and

not Faith. A Man may too foon fancy that he hath Faith ; but,

Ihope, he cannot act Faith too foon. If any ſhould ſay, aMan

maybeholy too foon; how would that Saying be reflected upon ?

Andyet it is certain, that though no Man can betoo foon holy,

(becauſehecannot too foon believe on Chriſt, which is the only

Spring of true Holiness) yet he may, and many do, ſet about

the Study of that he counts Holineſs too ſoon; that is, before

theTree be changed, Matt. xii. 33, 34, 35 ; before he have the new

Heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27 ; and the Spirit ofGod dwelling in him,

which is only got by Faith in Chrift, Gal. iii. 14 ; and therefore

all this Man's ſtudying ofHoliness, is not onlyvain Labour, but

acting of Sin. And ifthis Study, and theſe Endeavours, be ma-

naged, as commonly they are, to obtain Juſtification beforeGOD,

theyare the more wicked Works ſtill. And becauſe this Point is

needful tobe known, I would give you ſome Teftimonies for it.

Doctrine of the Church of England, in her Thirty-nine Articles,

Art.13." Works done before the Grace of Chrift, and the In-

" ſpirationJAALS
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" ſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant toGOD; foraſmuch

" as they ſpring not of Faith in Jefus Chrift : neither do they

"make Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the School-Authors

" ſay) deſerve Grace ofCongruity. Yea, rather, for that they

" are not done as God hath willed and commandedthem to be

" done, we doubt not but they have the Nature ofSin. " So Con-

feffion of Faith. Chap. 16. Art. 7. Calvin. Inftit. Lib. 3. Chap. 15 .

Sect. 6. " They (faith he, ſpeaking of the Popish Schoolmen)

" have found out I know not what moral good Works, where-

" by Men are made acceptable to God before they are in-

" grafted into Chriſt. As ifthe Scripture lied, when it faid,They

" are all in Death who have not the Son, I John v. 12. Ifthey be

" in Death, how can theybeget Matter ofLife? As ifit were ofno

" Force, Whatsoever is not ofFaith, is Sin : as ifevilTreescouldbringforth

good Fruit." Read the Rest of that Section. On the Contrary, the

Council ofTrent, Seff. 6. Canon 7. fayboldly, " Whosoever fhall fay,

" That all Works done before Juſtification, howsoever they be

" done, are truly Sin, and deſerve the Hatred of GOD ; let

" him be Anathema." And to give you one more Bellowing of

the Beast, wounded by the Light of the Goſpel, ſee the fame

Council, Seff. 6. Can. 11. Si quis dixerit, Gratiam qua justificamur,

effe tantumfavorem Dei ; anathema fit. This is fearful Blasphemy,

faith Dr. Downham, Biſhop of Londonderry, in his orthodox Book

of Juftification, Lib. 3. Cap. I. where he faith, " That the

" Hebrew Words which in the Old-Teftament fignify the Grace

" ofGod, do always fignify Favour, and never Grace inherent.

" And above fifty Testimonies may be brought from the New-

" Teftament, to prove that by God's Grace his Favour is ſtill

" meant." But what was good Church ofEngland Doctrine at

and after the Reformation, cannot now go down with fomeAr-

minianizing Nonconformists.

IF then nothing will fatisfy our quarrelling Brethren, but either

Silence as to themain Points ofthe Gospel, which we believe, and

live by the Faith of, and look to be ſaved in; which we have

for many Years preached, with ſome Seals ofthe Holy Ghost in

converting Sinners unto God, and in building them up in Holi-

neſs and Comfort, bythe Faith and Power ofthem ; which alfo

we vowed to the Lord to preach to all that will hear us as long as

C we

1
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we live, in theDaywhenwegave up ourſelves to ſerveGODwith

our Spirit in the Gospel ofhis Son : If either this Silence, or the

ſwallowing down ofArminian Schemes of the Goſpel, contrary to

the New-Teftament, and unknown to the reformed Churches,

in their greatest Purity, be the only Terms of Peace with our Bre-

thren; we mustthenmaintain our Peace with God, and our own

Confciences, intheDefence ofplainGoſpel-truth, and ourHarmony

with the reformed Churches ; and in the Comfort of these bear

their Enmity. And though it be uſual with them to vilify and

contemn ſuch as differ from them, for their Fewneſs, Weakneſs ,

and Want of Learning ; yet they might know, that the moſt

Learned and Godly in the Chriſtian World, have maintained and

defended the fame Doctrine we ſtand for, for ſome Ages. The

Grace of God will never want, for it can, and will furnish,

Defenders of it. England hath been bleſſed with a Bradwardine,

anArchbishop of Canterbury, against the Pelagians ; a Twiſſe and

Ames, against the Arminians. And though they that contend with

us, would ſeparate their Cauſe altogether from that of theſe two

Pefts of the Church of Chriſt, I mean Pelagius and Arminius ; yet

judicious Obſervers cannot but already perceive a Co-incidency ;

and do fear more, when either the Force of Argument ſhall drive

them out oftheir lurking Holes, or when they ſhall think fit to

diſcover their ſecretSentiments, which yet we but gueſs at, Then,

as weshall know better what they would be at ; ſo it is very like,

thatthey will then find Enemies in manywhom they have feduced

by their Craft, and do yet ſeem to be in their Camp ; and will

meet with Oppoſers, both at Home and Abroad, that they think

notof,

OURDoctrine of the Juſtification ofa Sinner by the free Grace

ofGOD in Chriſt Jeſus Chriſt, however it be miſrepreſented and

reflected upon, is yet undeniably recommended by four Things.

1. IT is a Doctrine favoury and precious unto all ferious, godly

Perſons. Dr. Ames's Obſervation holds good as to all the Arminian

Divinity, that it is contra communem Senfum Fidelium ; " against the

" common Sense of Believers." And though this be an Argu-

ment of little Weight with them that value more the Judgment of

the Scribes, and the Wife, and Diſputers of this World, 1 Cor.

i. 18,
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1. 18, 19, 20, 21. than of all the Godly; yet the Spirit ofGOD

by St. John gives us the fame Argument, 1 John iv. 5, 6. They are

ofthe World: therefore speak they of the World, andthe World heareth

them. We are ofGod : he that knoweth God, heareth us ; he that is

not ofGod, heareth not us. Hereby know we the Spirit of Truth, and

the Spirit of Error. How evident is it, that ſeveral, who, by E-

ducation, or an unfound Ministry, having had their natural En-

mity against the Grace ofGod ſtrengthened, when the Lord by

his Spirit hath broke in upon their Hearts, and hath raiſed a feri-

ous Soul-excerciſe about their Salvation ; their turning toGod in

Chrift, and theirturning from Arminianism, have begun together ?

And fome ofthegreatest Champions for the Grace ofGod have

been Perſons thus dealt with ; as we might inſtance. And as it

is thus with Men at their Converfion ; ſo is it found afterward,

that ſtill as it is well with them in their inner Man, ſo doth the

Doctrine of Grace ſtill appear more precious and favoury. On

the other Part, all the Ungodly andUnrenewed have a Diflike and

Difreliſh ofthis Doctrine ; and are all for the Doctrine of DO-

ING, and love to hear it ; and, in their forry Exercíſe, are ſtill

for doing their own Buſineſs in Salvation ; though they be no-

thing, and can do nothing, but fin, and destroy themselves.

1

2. It is that Doctrine only by which aconvinced Sinner can be

dealt with effectually. When a Man is awakened, and brought

to that, that all must be brought to, or to worſe, Whatshall I do

to befaved ? Acts xvi. 30, 31. we have the apoftolic Anſwer to it,

Believe on the LordJesus Christ, and thoushalt befaved, and thy House.

This Anſwer is ſo old, that with many itfeems out ofDate. But

it is ſtill, and will ever be freſh, and new, and ſavoury, and the

onlyReſolution of this grand Cafe of Confcience, as long as Con-

ſcience and the World laſts. No Wit or Art of Man will ever

find a Crack or Flawin it, or deviſe another or abetter Anſwer ;

norcan anybut this alone heal rightly the Wound ofan awaken-

ed Confcience. Letus ſet this Man to feek Reſolution in this

Cafe of fome Maſters in our Ifrael. According to their Prin-

ciples, theymuſt ſay to him, "Repent andmourn for your known

" Sins, and leave and loaththem ; andGod will have Mercy on

tsyou." "Alas ! faith the poor Man, my Heart is hard, and

" Icannot repent aright ; yea, I find my Heart more hard and
C2 "vile
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" vilethan whenIwas fecure in Sin. " Ifyou ſpeak to this Marn

ofQualifications for Chriſt, he knows nothing ofthem ; ifoffin-

cereObedience, his Anſwer is native and ready, " Obedience is

" the Work ofa living Man, and Sincerity is only in a renewed

" Soul." Sincere Obedience is therefore as impoſſible to a dead

unrenewed Sinner, as perfect Obedience is. Why ſhould not the

rightAnſwer be given, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you

Shall be faved ? Tell him what Chriſt is, what he hath done and

ſuffered to obtain eternal Redemption for Sinners, and that accor-

ding to theWill ofGOD and hisFather. Give him a plaindown-

right Narrative of the Goſpel-falvation wrought out by the Son

ofGOD ; tell him the Hiſtory and Mystery of the Goſpel plainly.

Itmay be the Holy Ghost will work Faith thereby, as he did in

thoſe Firſt-fruits of the Gentiles, Acts x. 44. If he aſk, What

Warrant he hath to believe on Jeſus Chriſt ? tell him, that he

hathutter indiſpenſible Neceffity for it ; for without believing on

him, he mustperiſh eternally : Thathe hathGod's graciousOf-

fer of Chrift and all his Redemption ; with a Promife, that upon

accepting the Offer by Faith, Chriſt and Salvation with him is his :

That he hath GOD's exprefs Commandment, I John iii. 23. to be-

lieve on Chrift's Name ; and that he ſhould make Confcience of

obeying it, as well as any Command in the moral Law. Tell him of

Chrift's Ability andGoodneſs to fave; that noManwas everrejected

by him that caſt himselfuponhim ; thatdefperate Cafes are theglori-

ousTriumphs ofhisArt offaving. Tellhim, that there is no Midſt

between Faith andUnbelief; that there is no Excuſe for neglecting

the one, and continuing in the other : That believing on the Lord

Jeſus for Salvation, is more pleaſing toGOD, than all Obedience

tohis Law ; and thatUnbeliefis the moſt provoking toGod, and

the moſt damning to Man, of all Sins. Against the Greatness of

his Sins, the Curse of the Law, and the Severity of God as

Judge, there is no Reliefto be held forth to him, but the free and

boundlessGrace ofGOD in the Merit ofChriſt's Satisfaction by the

Sacrifice ofhimself. Ifhe ſhould ſay, What is it to believe on Jeſus

Chrift? As to this, I find no ſuch Queſtion inthe Word; but that

all did fomeWayunderstand the Notion ofit ; the Jews, that did

not believe on him, John vi. 28, 29, 30 ; the chief Priefts and

Phariſees, John vii. 48 ; the blind Man, John ix. 35, when

Chrift asked him, Believest thou on the Son of God? he answered,
Whe
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Who is he, Lord, that Imay believe on him ? Immediately, whert

Chrifthadtold him, V. 37. he said not, What is it to believe onhim ?

but Lord, I believe, and worshipped him ; and ſo both profeſſed

and acted Faith inhim. So the Father ofthe Lunatic, Mark ix. 23,

24; the Eunuch, Atts viii. 37. They all, both Chriſt's Enemies and

his Diſciples, knew, that Faith in him was a believing, that the

Man Jeſus ofNazareth was the Son ofGOD, the Meffiah, and Savi-

ouroftheWorld, ſo as to receive and look for Salvation inhis Name,

Acts iv. 12. This was the common Report, publiſhed by Chrift,

andhis Apostles and Diſciples ; and known by all that heard it. If

he yet aſk, What he is to believe ? you tell him, that he is not

called to believe, that he is in Chrift, and that his Sins are par-

doned, and he a justified Man ; but that he is to believe GOD'S

Record concerning Chriſt, 1 John v. 10, 11, 12. and this Record

is, that Godgiveth (that is, offereth) to us eternal Life in his SonJefus

Chrift: and that all that with the Heart believe this Report, and

reft their Souls on theſe glad Tidings, ſhall be faved, Rom. x. 9,

10, 11. And thus he is to believe, that he may bejustified, Gal. ii.

16. If he ſtill ſay, That this Believing is hard ; this is a good

Doubt, but easily refolved. It beſpeaks aMandeeply humbled.

AnyBodymay ſeehis own Impotence to obeythe Law ofGOD

fully; but few find the Difficulty ofBelieving. For his Reſolu-

tion, aſk him, What it is that he finds makes Believing difficult to

him ? Is it Unwillingness to bejuftified and ſaved ? Is itUnwilling-

neſs tobe ſo ſaved byJeſus Chriſt, to the Praiſe ofGod's Gracein

him, and the Voiding of all Boasting in himself ? This he will

furelydeny. Is it aDiftruft ofthe Truth ofthe Goſpel-Record ?

Thishe darenot own. Is it aDoubt ofChriſt'sAbility, orGood-

will to ſave ? This is to contradict the Testimony ofGon in the

Gospel. Is it becauſe he doubts of an Intereſt in Chriſt and his

Redemption ? You tell him, that believing on Chriſt makes up

the Intereſt in him. If he ſay that he cannot believe on Jeſus

Chrift, becauſe ofthe Difficulty ofthe acting this Faith ; and that

adivine Power is needful to draw itforth, which he finds not ;

you tell him,that believing inJeſus Chriſt is no Work, but a Reft-

ing on Jeſus Chriſt ; and that this Pretence is as unreasonable, as

that ifa Man wearied with aJourney, and who is not able to go

one Step further, ſhould argue, " I am so tired, thatIam not a-

**ble to lie down; when indeed he can neither ſtand norgo."

The
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Thepoorwearied Sinner can never believeonJeſus Chriſt, till he

finds he can do nothing for himself; and inhis firſt Believing doth

always apply himselfto Chriſt for Salvation, as a Manhopeleſs and

helpleſs in himself. And by ſuch Reaſonings with him from the

Goſpel, the Lord will (as he hath often done) convey Faith, and

Joy, andPeaceby Believing.

3. THIS Doctrine offree Juſtification by Faith alone, haththis

Advantage, That it ſuits all Mens Spirits and Frame in their ſe-

rious Approaches to God in Worſhip. Men may think and talk

boldly of INHERENT Righteouſneſs, and of its Worth and Va-

lue ; of good Works, and Frames, and Diſpoſitions : but when

Menpreſent themselves before the Lord, and have anyDifcoveries

of his Glory, all Things in themſelves will disappear, and be

looked upon as nothing. Zophar, though the hottest Speaker of

Job's Friends, did yet ſpeak rightly to him, Job xi. 4, 5. For

thou hast said, My Doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine Eyes.

But, O that God would speak ! And ſo Job found it, whenGoD

diſplayed his Glory to him, and that onlyin the Works of Crea-

tion and Providence, Chap. xxxviii. xxxix. He then changed

his Note, Job xl. 4, 5. and xlii. 2-6. So was it with Ifaiah,

Chap. vi. 5. 'till pardoning Grace was imparted to him. No

Man can ſtand before this holy LordGod, with any Peace and

Comfort, unleſs he haveGod himself to ſtay upon. His Grace

and Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, can only preſerve aMan from being

confumed; and the Faith of it from being confounded. Hence

we ſee the Difference betwixt Mens Frame in their Diſputes and

Doctrine about theſe Points, and their own Senſe and Pleadings

withGOD in Prayer.

4. THIS Doctrine ofJuſtificationby Faith, without any Mix-

tures ofMan, (however, andby whatNames and Titles foever

they be dignified or diftinguiſhed) hath this undoubtedAdvantage,

That it is that which all, notjudicially hardened and blinded, do,

or would, or muſt betake themſelves unto, when dying. How

loth wouldMen be to plead that Cauſe on a Death-bed, which

they ſo ſtoutly ſtand up for with Tongue and Pen, when at Eafe,

and that evil Day far away ? They feem to be jealous, leſt God's

Grace and Chrift's Righteouſneſs have too much Room, andMens

Works
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Works too little, in the Buſineſs ofJuſtification. But was there

ever a ſenſible dyingPerſon exerciſed with this Jealousy as to him-

ſelf? Even bloody Stephen Gardener, when a-dying, could anſwer

Dr. Day, Bishop of Chichester, who offered Comfort to him by

this Doctrine : " What, my Lord, will you open thatGap now ?

"Then farewel altogether. To me, and ſuch other in my Cafe,

"you may ſpeak it , but open this Window to the People, then

" farewel altogether." Book of Martyrs, Vol. 3. P. 450. In

which Words, he bewrayed a Conviction of the Fitneſs of the

Doctrine to dying Perſons, and his Knowledge that it tended to

the deſtroying the Kingdom ofAntichriſt. As Fox, in the fame

Book of Martyrs, Vol. 2. P. 46. gives this as the Reason of Lu-

ther's Succeſs against Popery, above all former Attempts of pre-

ceeding Witneſſes. " But, faith he, Luther gave the Stroke, and

" plucked down the Foundation, and all by opening one Vein,

" long hid before, wherein lieth the Touchſtone of all Truth

" and Doctrine , as the only principal Origin of our Sal-

" vation ; which is, our free Juſtification by Faith only, in

" Chrift the Son ofGod." Confider how it is with the moſt

holyand eminent Saints when dying. Did ye ever fee or hear

anyBoafting oftheir Works and Performances ? They may, and

doown, to the Praiſe ofhis Grace, what they have been made to

be, what they have been helped to do or fuffer for Chriſt's fake.

Butwhen they draw near to the awful Tribunal, what elſe is in

their Eye andHeart, but only free Grace, ranſoming Blood, and

and a well-ordered Covenant in Chriſt the Surety ? They cannot

bear to hear any make Mention to them of their Holiness, their

ownGrace and Attainments. In a Word, the Doctrine ofCON-

DITIONS, Qualifications, and rectoral Government, and the

Diſtribution of Rewards and Punishments, according to the new

Law of Grace, will make but an uneaſy Bed to adying Man's

Conſcience; and will leave him in a very bad Condition at pre-

ſent, and inDread of worſe, whenhe is feeling, in his laſt Ago-

nies, that the Wages of Sin is Death, ifhe cannot by Faith add,

But the Gift of God is eternal Life, through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Rom. vi. 23. He is a wife and happy Man that anchors his Soul

on that Rock, at which he can ride out the Storm of Death.

Why ſhould Men contend for that in their Life, that they know

theymust renounce at their Death ? or neglect that Truth now

that
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that they muſt betake themſelves unto then ? Why ſhould aMan

buildaHouſe, which he must leave in a Storm, or be buried in its

Ruins ? Many Architects have attempted to make a ſure Houſe

of their ownRighteousness ; but it is without a Foundation ; and

muſt fall, orbe thrown down forrowfully by the foolish Builder ;

which is the betterWay. It is a great Teſt of the Truth ofDoc-

trine about the Way ofSalvation, when it is generally approved of

by ſenſible dying Men. And what the univerſal Senſe ofall fuch

in this Cafe is, as to the Righteousness ofChriſt, and their own,

is obvious to any Man. He was an ingenuous Balaamite, who,

being himself a Papiſt, ſaid toa Protestant, " Our Religion is beſt

" to live in, and your's best to die in.".

BUT notwithſtanding oftheſe great Advantages (andthey are

but a few ofmany) that this Doctrine is attended with, there are

not a few Difadvantages it labours under ; which though they are

rather to its Commendation thanReproach, yet theydo hinder its

Welcome and Reception. As,

1. THIS Doctrine is a ſpiritual Mystery, and lieth not level

toanatural Understanding, I Cor. ii . 10, 14. Working for Life,

aMan naturally underſtands ; but believing for Life, he under-

ſtands not. To mend the old Man, he knows ; but to put on

the new Man by Faith is a Riddle to him. The Study of Holi-

nefs, and to endeavour to ſquare his Life according to GOD'S

Law, he knows a little of, though he can never do it ; but to

draw Sanctification from Chriſt by Faith, and to walk holily, in

and through the Force of the Spirit of Chrift in the Heart by

Faith, is mere Canting to him. A new Life he underſtands a

little; but nothing of a new Birth and Regeneration. He never

faw himself ſtark dead. Nay, not only is it unknown to the na-

tural Man, but he is by his natural State an Enemy to it. He

neither doth, nor can know it, nor approve of it, I Cor. ii . 14.

Wisdom (that is, Chrift's Way of ſaving Men revealed in theGof-

pel) isjustified ofall her Children, and ofthem only, Matt. xi. 19.

Luke vii. 29, 30, 35. This Enmity in Men to the Wisdom of

GOD, is the Cauſe not only ofthis Contempt of its Ministry, but

is a Temptation to many Minifters to preach up and frame aGof-

pel that is more fuited to, and taken with, and more eafily under-
ftood.
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ſtoodby ſuchMen, than the true Gospel ofChrist is. This Paul

complains of in others, and vindicates himselffrom, 1 Cor. i. 17.

and ii. 2. He warns others against it, Col. ii. 8. 2 Cor. xi. 3, 4.

Gal. i. 6, 7, 8, 9. And it is certain, that doing for Life is more

fuited to corrupt Nature, than believing is.

2. OUR Oppoſers in this Doctrine have the Many for them,

andagainſt us ; as they ofOld boasted, John vii. 48. This they

have noGroundto glory in, though they do ; nor we to be aſha-

med of the Truth, becauſe we cannot vie Numbers with them.

With our Oppoſers are all theſe Sorts, (and theymake a great

Number) though Ido not fay or think, that all ourOppofers are

tobe ranked in any oftheſe Lifts ; for ſome, both godly and learn-

ed, maymiſtake us, and the Truth, in this Matter. 1.Theyhave

all the ignorant People, that know nothing ofeither Law or Gof-

pel. They ſerve GOD, (they ſay, but most falfly) and hope that

GOD willbe merciful to them, and ſave them. To all ſuch,

both the clear Explication of GOD's Law, and the Mysteries of

the Goſpel, are ſtrange Things. Yet fincere Obedience they love

to hear of; for all ofthem think there is ſome Sincerity in their

Hearts, and that they cando fomewhat. But of Faith in Chrift

they have no Knowledge ; except by Faith you understand a

Dream ofbeing ſaved by Jeſus Chrift, though they know nothing

ofhim, or ofhis Way ofſaving Men, nor of the Way ofbeing

faved by him. 2. All Formalifts are on their Side ; People that

place their Religion in Trifles, becauſe they are Strangers to the

Subſtance thereof. 3. All proud fecure Sinners are againſt us,

thatgo about, with theJews, to establiſh their own Righteousness, Roin .

x. 3. The Secure are whole, and fee no Needofthe Phyſician ;

the Proudhave Phyſic at Home, and deſpiſe that that camedown

from Heaven. 4. All the zealous devout People in a natural Re-

ligion, are utter Enemies to the Goſpel. By a natural Religion,

Imean that that is the Product of the Remnants ofGOD's Image

in fallenMan, a little improved by the Light of GOD'S Word.

Allfuch cannotendureto hear, that God's Law must be perfect-

lyfulfilled in every Tittle ofit, ornoMancanbe ſaved by doing;

that they must all periſh for ever, that have not the Righteouſneſs

ofaMan that never finned, who is alſo God over all bleffed for ever,

toſhelterandcover them froma holyGod'sAnger, and to render

them
D
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them acceptedof him ; that this Righteouſneſs is put on bythe

Grace ofGOD, and a Man muſt betake himself to it, and receive

it as a naked bluſhing Sinner ; that no Man can do any Thing

that is good, 'till Goſpel-grace renew him, and make him firſt a

good Man. This they will neverreceive, butdo ſtill think that a

Manmay grow goodby doing good.

3. NATURAL Reaſon is very fertile in its Objections, andca-

vils against the Doctrine of the Grace ofGod ; and eſpecially

when this corrupt Reaſon is poliſhed by Learning and ſtrongNa-

tural Parts. When there are many to broach ſuch Doctrine, and

many ſo diſpoſed to receive it, is it any Wonder that theGofpel-

truth makes little Progreſs in the World ? Nay, were it not for

the divine Power that ſupports it, and the Promiſes ofits Preferva-

tion, its Enemies are ſo many and ſtrong, and true Friends ſo few

and feeble, we might fear its periſhing from the Earth. But we

know it is impoffible. And ifthe Lord have aDeſign ofMercy to

theſeNations, and hath a Veinof his Election to dig up amongst

us, we make no Doubt, but the Glory of Chriſt, as a crucified

Saviour, ſhall yet be diſplayed in the Midst ofus, to theJoy ofall

that love his Salvation, and to the Shame of others, Ifa. lxvi. 5

4. Imight add the great Declension ofſome ofthe reformed

Churches from the Purity and Simplicity of that Doctrine they

were firſt planted in. And ifthere be anyWarping towardArmi-

nian Doctrine by ſome on our Side, in order to ingratiate them-

ſelves with thatChurch that hath the ſecular Advantages to dif--

pence, and to make Way for fomeAccommodation with them,

Ihad rather wait in Fear till a furtherDiscovery of it, than offer

togueſs at.

5. Lastly, It is no finallDiſadvantage this Doctrine lies under

from the Spirit of thisDay we live in. A light, frothy, trifling

Temper, prevails generally : Doctrines of the greatest Weight

are talked ofand treated about, with a vain unconcerned Frame of

Spirit; as ifMen contended rather about Opinions and School-

points, than about the Oracles ofGOD, and Matters of Faith.

But, ifMens Hearts were ſeen by themselves ; ifSin were felt ;

ifMens Confciences were enlivened; ifGOD's holy Law were

known
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known in its Exactneſs andSeverity, and theGlory andMajeſty

ofthe Law-giver ſhining before Mens Eyes ; if Men were living

as leaving Time, and lanching forth into Eternity ; the Goſpel-

ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt wouldbe more regarded.

Object. 1. Is there not a greatDecayamongst Profeſſors in real

practical Godlineſs ? Are we like the old Protestants, or the old

Puritans ? I anſwer, That the Decay andDegeneracy is great, and

heavily to be bewailed. But what is the Cauſe ? and what will

be its Cure ? Is it becauſe the Doctrine of Morality, andVirtue,

and good Works, is not enough preached ? This cannot be : for

there hath been for manyYears a public Miniſtry in the Nation,

thatmake theſe their conſtant Themes. Yet theLand is become

asSodomforall Lewdness ; and theTree ofProfaneneſs is ſo grown,

thattheSwordofthe Magiſtratehath notyetbeenable to lop offany

of itsBranches. Is it becauſeMen have too much Faith inChrift ?

or too little ? or none at all ? Would not Faith in Chrift increaſe

Holiness ? did it not always ſo ? and will it not ſtill do it ? Wаз

not the Holiness ofthe firſt Protestants eminent and ſhining ? And

yet they generally put Aſſurance in the Definition of their Faith.

We cannot ſay, that Goſpel-holineſs hath profpered much by the

Correction or Mitigation of that harſh-like Definition. The cer-

tainSpring of this prevailing Wickedneſs in the Land, is People's

Ignorance and Unbelief of theGospel of Chrift ; and that grows

by many Prophets that ſpeak Lies to them in theName of the

Lord.

>

Object, 2. But do not ſome abuſe theGrace ofthe Goſpel, and

turn it intoWantonneſs ? Answer. Yes ; ſome do, ever did, and

ſtillwill do fo. But it is only the ill-understood and not believed

Doctrine ofGrace thatthey abuſe. TheGrace itſelf noMan can

abuſe ; for its Power prevents its Abuſe. Let us ſee howPaul,

that bleſſed Herald ofthis Grace, (as he was an eminent Inſtance

ofit), dealeth with this Objection, Rom. vi. 1. &c. What doth

he to prevent thisAbuſe ? Is itby extenuating what he had faid,

Chap. v. 20. thatGrace abounds much more,where Sin had abounded?

Is itbymincingGrace ſmaller, thatMenmay not choke upon it,

or ſurfeit by it ? Is it by mixing ſomething of the Lawwith it, to

make it more wholſome ? No: butonly by plain afſerting the

PowerD2

1
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Powerand Influence ofthis Grace, where-ever it really is ; as at

length inthat Chapter. This Grace is all treasured up in Chrift

Jefus, offered to Sinners in the Goſpel, poured forth by our Lord

in the Working ofFaith, anddrunk in by the Elect in the Excer-

cife of Faith ; and becomes in them a living Spring, which will,

andmuft break outand ſpring up in allholy Converſation. He ex-

hortsthem todrink inmore and more of this GracebyFaith. And

as for fuch as pretend to Grace, and live ungodly, the Spirit of

GO'D declares, they are void ofGrace, which is always fruitful in

good Works, 2 Pet. ii. and Jude's Epiftle. The Apoftle orders

the Churches to caſt ſuch out, 1 Cor. v. 2 Tim. iii. 5 ; and to de-

clare to them, as Peterdid to a Profeffor, Atts viii. 20, 21 ; that

they have noPart nor Portion in this Matter,for their Heart is not right

in the Sight ofGod; though the Doctrine be right, that theyhypo-

criticallyprofefs.
:

But if our Brethren will not forbear their Charge of Antino-

mianism, we intreat them that they will give it injuftly..As, 1.

Onthem that fay, that the Sanction of the holy Law ofGOD is

repealed; fothat no Man is now under it, either to be condemned

forbreaking it, or to be faved by keeping it ; which to us is rank

Antinomianism and Arminianism both : yea, that it doth not now re-

quire perfect Holiness. But indeedwhat can it require ? for it is

no Law, ifits Sanction be repealed. 2. Onthem let the Charge

lie, that areungodlyunder the Name of Chriftianity. And both

they and we know where to find ſuch true Antinomians in great A-

bundance, who yet are never called by that Name. And is it not

fomewhat ſtrange, that Men who have ſo muchZeal againft an

Antinomian Principle, have ſomuch Kindness for true Antinomians

in Practice? 3. Let him be called by this ugly Name, thatjudg-

eth not the holy Law andWord ofGOD written in the Old and

New-Teftament to be a perfect Rule of Life to all Believers, and

faith not that all fuch ſhould ſtudy Conformity thereunto,Rom. xii.

2. 4. That encourageth himself in Sin, and hardeneth himſelfin

Impenitence, by the Doctrine of the Gofpel. NoMan that knows

and believes the Gofpel, can do fo. What fome Hypocrites may

do, is nothing to us, who diſown all fuch Perſons and Practices ;

and ownno Principle that can really encourage the one, or in-

fluence the other. 5. That thinketh Holiness is not neceffary to
all
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all thatwouldbe ſaved. We maintain,notonly that it is neceffa

ry to, butthat it is agreat Part ofSalvation. 6. Whoever thinks,

thatwhen a Believer comes ſhort in obeying GOD's Law, he fins

not ; and that he oughtnot tomournbecauſe ofit as provoking to

GOD, andhurtful to the new Creation in him; and that he needs

not renew the Exercise of Faith and Repentance for repeated

waſhing and pardoning. Lastly, that ſay, that a Sinner is actually

juſtifiedbefore he be united to Chrift by Faith. It is ſtrange, that

ſuch that are charged with this, ofall Mendo moſt preſs on Sin

ners tobelieve onJeſus Chrift, and urge the Damnationthreatened

in theGoſpelupon all Unbelievers. That there is a decreed Juſ

tification from Eternity, particular and fixed as to all the Elect,

and a virtual perfect Juftification of all the Redeemed, in and by

theDeath and Reſurrection ofJeſus Chrift, Ifa. liii. 11. Rom. iv.

25. Heb. ix. 26, 28. and x. 14, is not yet called inQueſtion by

any amongſt us ; and more is not craved, but that a Sinner, for

his actual Juftification, muſt lay hold onand plead this Redemp-

tion inChrift's Bloodby Faith.
:

BUT, on the other Hand, we glory in anyName ofReproach

(asthehonourable Reproach ofChrift) that is caft upon us for af

ſerting the abſolute boundleſs Freedom of the Grace ofGOD,

which excludes all Merit, and everyThing like it , the Abſolute-

neſs ofthe Covenant ofGrace, (for the Covenant of Redemption

was plainly and ſtrictly a CONDITIONAL one, and the nobleft

ofall Conditions, was in it. The Son ofGod's taking on him

Man's Nature, and offering it in Sacrifice, was the ſtrict Condi-

tionofall theGlory and Rewardpromised to Chrift andhis Seed,

Ifa. liii. 10, 11. ) wherein allThings are freelypromiſed, and that

Faith that is required forfealing a Man's Intereſt in the Covenant,

is promiſed in it, and wrought by the Grace of it, Eph. ii. 8.

That Faith at firſt is wrought by, and acts upon a full and abfo-

luteOffer ofChrift, and of all his Fulness ; an Offer that hath no

Condition in it, but that native one to all Offers, Acceptance ; and

and in the very Act ofthis Acceptance, theAccepter doth exprefsly

diſclaim all Things inhimself, but Sinfulneſs and Miſery. That

Faith in Jeſus Chriſt doth justify (although by the Way it is to be

noted, that it is never written in the Word, that Faith justifieth

actively, but always paffively; that a Man is justified by Faith,
and

1



( 30 )

and thatGodjuftifieth Menby, and through Faith; yet admit-

ting the Phraſe) only as a mere Inſtrument receiving that imputed

Righteouſneſs of Chrift, for which we are justified ; and that this

Faith, in the Office of Juſtification, is neither CONDITION nor

Qualification, nor our Goſpel-righteouſneſs, but in its veryAct

is arenouncing ofall fuch Pretences.

WEproclaim the Market of Grace to be free, Ifa. lv. 1, 2, 3.

It is Chrift's laſt Offer and lowest, Rev. xxii. 17. Ifthere be any

Price orMoney ſpoke of, it is no Price, no Money. And where

fuch are the Terms and Conditions, ifwe be forced to call them

ſo, we muſt ſay, that they look liker a Renouncing, than a Boaft-

ing ofanyQualifications or Conditions. Surely the Terms of the

Goſpel-bargain are GOD's free giving, and our free taking and re-

ceiving.

We are not ashamed of teaching the Ineffectualneſs oftheLaw,

and all the Works ofit, to give Life ; either that of Juſtification,

or ofRegeneration and Sanctification, or of eternal Life : That

the Law ofGOD canonly damn all Sinners ; that it only rebukes,

andthereby irritates and increaſes Sin ; and can never ſubdue it,

tillGoſpel-grace come with Power upon the Heart ; and then

when the Law is written in the Heart, it is copied out in the

Life.

THAT we call Men to believe on theLord Jesus Chriſt, in that

Caſe the firſt Adam brought them to, and left them in ; in that

Caſe that the Law finds and leaves them in, guilty, filthy, con-

demned: out ofwhich Caſe they can only be delivered byChrift,

andby believing on him.

THAT we tell Sinners, that Jeſus Chriſt will surely welcome

all that come to him; and as he will not caſt them out for their

Sinfulneſs, in their Nature and bypaſt Life, ſo neither for theirMi-

ſery, in the Want of ſuch Qualifications and Graces that he on-

lycangive.

i

3

THAT we do holdforth the Propitiation in Chriſt's Blood, as

the only Thing to be in the Eye ofa Man that would believe on
Chrift
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Chriſt untoJuftificationofLife; andthatby this Faith alone a Sin-

ner is justified, andGod is justified in doing fo.

THAT Godjustifieth theUngodly, Rom. iv. 5. neither bymaking

him godly before hejustify him, nor leavinghimungodly after he

hath justified him ; but that the fame Grace that juſtifies him,

doth immediately ſanctify him.

IF for ſuch Doctrine we be called Antinomians, we are bold to

fay, that there is ſome Ignorance of, or Prejudice at the known

Protestant Doctrine, in the Hearts ofthe Reproachers.

THERE are ſome Things wecomplain of. As,

I. THAT they load their Brethren ſo grievously with unjuſtCa-

Jumnies, either directly, or by Conſequence ; as when theypreach

upHolineſs, and the Neceffity ofit, as ifit weretheir properDoc-

trine, anddiſowned by us ; when they cannot but know intheir

Confciences, that there is no Difference betwixt them and us, a-

bouttheNature or Neceffity of Holineſs, but only about its Spring

andPlace in Salvation. We derive it from Jeſus Chriſt, and Faith

inhim ; and know aſſuredly, that it can ſpring fromnothing elſe.

Weplace it betwixt Juſtification andGlory, and that is its Scrip-

ture-place; and no where else can it be found or ſtand, let Men

try it as much and as long as they will.

2. THAT they ſeem very zealous againstAntinomianism, andfor-

get the other Extreme ofArminianism ; which is far more common,

asdangerous, and far more natural to allMen. For though there

have been, and may be thisDay, ſome true Antinomians, either

through Ignorance, or Weakness, reeling to that Extreme, or by

theHeat ofContention with, and Hatred ofArminianism, (as it is

certain, fome very good and learnedMen have inclined toArmi-

nianism, through their Hatred of Antinomianism, and have declared

ſomuch) and ſomemay, anddocorrupt the Doctrine oftheGof-

pel, through theUnrenewedneſs of their Hearts ; yet how deſtruc-

tive ſoever this Abuſe maybe to the Souls of the Seduced, ſuch an

Appearance ofAntinomianiſm is but as aMeteoror Comet, that willfoon

blaze out, and its Folly willbe quicklybiffed offthe Stage. But the Prin-

ciples
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:

ciples of Arminianism are the natural Dictates ofacarnalMind,

which isEnmity both to the LawofGOD, and to the Gospel of

Chrift ; and, next to the dead Sea of Popery, (into which alſo this

Stream runs) have, ſince Pelagius to thisDay, been the greatest

Plague oftheChurch of Chrift, and, it is like, will be till his Se-

condComing.

.!

3. THAT Expreſſions capable ofagood Senſe, are ſtrenuoufly

perverted, contrary to the Scope of the Writer or Speaker. But

this and fuch like are the uſual Methods of unfair Contenders.

Were the likeMethod takenonthe other Side, how manyPopish,

Arminian, yea and Socinian Expreſſions, might be publiſhed ? If

anyGoſpel-truth be preached or publiſhed, that reflects on the

Idol of Self-righteouſneſs, and Juſtification thereby, it is foon

quarrelled with. ButReproaches caſt onthe free Grace ofGOD,

and the imputed Righteousness ofChriſt, are with them, if not

approved, yetbut venial, well-meant Mistakes. Let Mens ſtated

Principles be known, and their Expreſſions explained accordingly,

or Mistakes and Contentions willbe endless .

4. We do alſo complain, that Love to Peace hath mademany

grave and found Divines forbear to utter their Minds freely in

Publicon theſePoints: whereby the adverſe Party is emboldened;

and ſuchMinifters as dare not purchaſe Peace by Silence, when

ſo great Truths are undermined, are expoſed as aMark.

5. Lastly, WE complain, thatthe Scheme ofthe Gofpel contend-

ed for by ourOppoſers, is clouded, vailed, and darkened by School-

terms ;new, uncouth, and unfcriptural Phrases ; whereby, as they

think toguard themſelves against Oppofition, ſo theydo increaſe

the Jealoufies oftheir Brethren, and keep their Principles from the

Knowledge of their ordinary People, who are as much concerned

inthoſe Points as any Scholar orDivine.

A

THIS Controverſy looks like a very badOmen. We did hope,

that the good old Protestant Doctrine had been rooted and rivetted

in the Hearts of all the Ministers on our Side ; but now we find

the Contrary, and that the four Leaven of Arminianism works

ftrongly. Their Advocates do not yet own the Name; but the

younger
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younger Sort are more bold and free: and with them no Books or

Authorsare in Efteem and Uſe, but ſuch as are for the new, ratio-

nal Method ofDivinity. (Rational is a fitter Commendation ofa

Philofopher, than of a Divine ; andyet it is ſomewhat better ap-

plied to a Divine, than toDivinity ; for true Divinity hath a higher

and nobler Original than Man's Reaſon, even divine Revelation :

and it can never be rightly learned by them that have no higher

Principle in them than Reaſon, even the Teaching of the Holy

Ghoft). But for Luther, Calvin, Zanchy, Twiſſe, Ames, Perkins,

and Divines oftheir Spirit and Stamp, they aregenerally neglected

anddeſpiſed.

५

It is undoubted, that the Devil deſigns the Obſtructing of the

Courſe of the Goſpel ; and inthis he hath often had the Service of

the Tongues and Pens ofgood Men, as well as of bad. Yet we

are not without Hope, that the Lord, in his Wisdom and Mercy,

will defeat him ; and that theſe Contentions may yet have good

Fruit, and a good Iſſue.

1

For furthering of this good End, let me requeſt a few Things

ofmyBrethren.

1. LET us not receive Reports ſuddenly of one another. In

Times of Contention, many falſe Reports are raiſed, and raſhly

believed. This is both the Fruit and the Fuel of Contention.

2. LET us make Chrift crucified our great Study, as Chriſtians ;

and the Preaching of him our main Work, as Ministers . I Cor.

ii . 2. Paul determined to know Nothing else. But many manage

the Miniſtry, as if they had taken up a contrary Determination,

even to know any Thing, faveJesus Christ, and him crucified. We

are amazed to fee ſo many ashamed of the Croſs of Chrift, and

to behave as ifthey accounted the Tidings of Salvation by the

flain Son ofGOD, an old antiquated Story, and unfit to be dai-

ly preached. And what comes in the Room thereof, is not un-

known, nor is it worth the Mentioning. For all Things that

come in Chriſt's Room, and juſtle him out, either of Hearts or

Pulpits, are alike abominable to a Chriſtian. How many Ser-

monsmay a Man hear, and read when printed, yea, and Books

•written,
E
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written, aboutthe Wayto Heaven, wherein is hardly the Name

of Jesus Chrift ? Andif he be named, it is the Name ofChrift

as aJudge and Lawgiver, rather than that of a Saviour. And

as little Room hath Chriſt in many Mens Prayers ; except it be

in the Conclufion. When we cannot avoid the obſerving of

thoſe ſad Things, let itbe a ſharp Spur to us to preach Chrift

more, to pray more in his Name, and to live more to his Praife.

Let us not be deceived with that Pretence, That Chrift may be

preached, when he is not named. The Preaching of theGof-

pel is the naming of Chriſt, and ſo called, Rom. xv. 20. And

Paulwas to bear Chriſt's Name before the Gentiles, and Kings ,and

the Children of Ifrael, Acts ix. 15 .

3. LET us ſtudy hard, and pray much to know the 'Truth,

and to cleave unto it. It is anold Obfervation, Ante Pelagium

fecurius loquebantur Patres : " Before Pelagius even the Fathers

ſpoke more careleſly;" meaning well, and fearing no Miftakes

in their Hearers. Now it is not fo ; the more careful ſhould we

be in our Doctrine. Let us ſearch our own Conſciences, and fee

how we ourſelves are justified before GOD. So Paul argued,

Gal. ii. 15, 16. And let us bring forth that Doctrine to our Peo-

ple, that we find in our Bibles, and have felt the Power ofupon

our own Hearts.

4. LET us not run into Extremes, upon the right or left

Hand, through the Heat of Contention; but carefully keep the

good old Way of the Protestant Doctrine, wherein ſo many

Thousands of Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus have lived holily,

and died happily, who never heard ofour new Schemes and No-

tions.

AND, for this End, let us take and cleave to the Test of

the Affembly's Confeſſion of Faith and Catechisms. More we

own not ourſelves, more we crave not of our Brethren; and be-

cauſe we deal fairly and openly, I shall fet it down verbatim. Conf.

Chap. 11. Of Juftification. Art. 1. " Those whom GOD

" effectually calleth, he alſo freely justifieth : not by infufing

" Righteouſneſs intothem, but by pardoning their Sins, and by

" accounting and accepting their Perſons as righteous ; not for

" any
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" anyThing wrought in them, or donebythem, but for Chrift's

" fake alone ; not by imputing Faith itself, the Act of Believ-
"

ing, or any other evangelical Obedience, to them, as their

" Righteousness ; but by imputing the Obedience and Satif-

" faction of Chriſt unto them, they receiving, and refting onhim

" and his Righteouſneſs by Faith ; which Faith they have, not

" ofthemselves, it is the Gift of GOD. "

Art. 2. " FAITH, thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt and his

" Righteouſneſs, is the alone Inſtrument of Juſtification. Yet

" is it not alone in the Perſon juſtified, but is ever accompanied

" with all other ſaving Graces ; and is no dead Faith, but work-

" eth by Love."

Art. 3. " CHRIST, by his Obedience and Death, did fully

" diſcharge the Debt of all thoſe that are thusjuſtified, and did

" make a proper, real, and full Satisfaction to his Father's Juf-

" tice in their Behalf. Yet, in as much as he was given by the

" Father forthem, and his Obedience and Satisfaction accepted in

" their Stead, andboth freely, not for anyThing inthem, their

" Juſtification is only offree Grace'; that both the exact Juſtice,

" and rich Grace ofGod, might be glorified in the Juſtification

" of Sinners."

Art. 4. " GOD did, from all Eternity, decree to justify all

" the Elect; and Chriſt did, in the Fulneſs of Time, die for

" their Sins, and rife again for their Juſtification : neverthe-

" leſs they are notjuſtified, until the Holy Spirit doth, in due

" Time, actually apply Chriſt unto them."

Art. 5. "GOD doth continue to forgive the Sins of thoſe that

" are justified. And although they can never fall from the State

"ofJuftification; yet they may, by their Sins, fall under GOD's

" fatherly Diſpleaſure ; and not have the Light ofhis Counte-

" nance reſtored unto them, untilthey humble themselves, con-

" feſs their Sins, beg Pardon, and renew their Faith andRe-

"pentance."

Art. 6. " THE Juftification of Believers under the Old-

"Teftament was, in allRefpects, one and the fame with the

"Ju-E2

1
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" Juſtification ofBelievers under the New-Teftament." This is

the whole Chapter exactly.

Larger Catechism. 2. " How doth Faith justify a Sinner in the

" Sight of GOD ? Ans. Faith justifies a Sinner in the Sight of

" GOD, not becauſe of thoſe other Graces which do always ac-

" company it ; or ofgood Works, that are the Fruits ofit ; nor

" as ifthe Grace of Faith, or any Act thereof, were imputed to

" him for his Juſtification ; but only as it is an Inſtrument,

" by which he receiveth and applieth Chriſt and his Righteouf-

" neſs."

Let theſe weighty Words be but heartily aſſented to, in their

plain and native Senſe, and we are one in this great Point ofJuſti-

fication. Butcananyconfidering Man think, that the new Scheme

ofa real Change, Repentance, and fincere Obedience, as necef-

fary to be found in a Perſon that maylawfully come to Chrift for

Juſtification ; ofFaith'sjuſtifying as it is the Spring of fincere O-

bedience ; of a Man's being justified by, and upon his coming up

to the Terms ofthe new Law ofGrace, (a newWord, but of an

old and illMeaning) : Can any Man think, that this Scheme, and

the found Words ofthe Reverend Assembly, do agree ? Surely, if

fuch a Scheme had been offered to that grave, learned, and ortho-

dox Synod, it would have had a more ſevere Cenſure paffedupon

it, than I am willing to name.

Do not we find, in our particularDealings with Souls, the

fame Principles I am now oppofing ?

WHEN we deal with the carnal, ſecure, careleſs Sinners, (and

they are a vaſt Multitude) and aſk them a Reason ofthatHope of

Heaventheypretend to, is not this theircommonAnſwer? " Ilive in-

" offenſively ; IkeepGOD's Law as wellas Ican ; and wherein I fail,

" I repent, and beg GOD's Mercy for Chriſt's fake. My Heart

" is fincere, though myKnowledge and Attainments be ſhort of

" others." If we go on to inquire further, "What Acquain-

" tance they have with Jeſus Chrift ? what Applications their

" Souls have made to him ? what Workings of Faith on him ?

"whatUſe they have made of his Righteouſneſs for Juſtification,

"and
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" and his Spirit for Sanctification ? what they know of living by

" Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ? " we are Barbarians to them. And in

this ſad State many Thousands in England, live, and die, and pe-

riſh eternally. Yet ſo thick is the Darkness of the Age, that ma-

nyofthem live here, and go hence, with the Reputation ofgood

Chriftians : and ſome ofthemmayhave their Funeral-Sermon and

Praiſes preached by an ignorant, flattering Miniſter ; though, it

maybe, the poor Creatures never did, in the whole Courſe oftheir

Life, nor at their Death, employ Jeſus Chriſt ſo much, for an

Entry to Heaven, purchasedby his Blood, and only acceſſible by

Faith in him, as a poor Turk doth Mahomet, for a Room in his

beaſtly Paradiſe. How common and fearfulaThing is this in this

Land and City !

WHEN we come to deal with a poor awakened Sinner, who

ſeeth his loft State, and that he is condemnedby the Law ofGOD ;

we find the fame Principles working inhim : forthey are natural,

and therefore univerſal in all Men, and hardly rooted out of any.

We find him fick and wounded : We tell him where his Help lies,

in Jeſus Chriſt ; what his proper Work is, to apply tohimby

Faith . What is his Anſwer ? " Alas ! faith the Man, I have

" been, and am ſo vile a Sinner, myHeart is ſo bad, and fo full

" ofPlagues and Corruptions, that I cannot think ofbelieving on

" Chrift. But if I had but Repentance, and ſome Holiness in

" Heart and Life, and ſuch and ſuch gracious Qualifications, I

" would then believe : " whenindeed this his Anſweris as full of

Nonſenſe, Ignorance, and Pride, as Words can contain or ex-

preſs . They imply, 1. " IfI were pretty well recovered, I would

*" employ the Phyſician, Chrift . 2. That there is ſome Hope to

" work out theſe good Things by myſelf, without Chrift. 3.

" And when I come to Chriſt with a Price in my Hand, I ſhall

" be welcome. 4. That I can come to Chriſt when I will." So

ignorant are People naturally of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and no

Words or Warnings repeated, nor plaineſt Inſtructions, can beat

into Mens Heads and Hearts, that the firſt Coming to Chriftby

Faith, or believing on him, is not a Believing we ſhall be favedby

him ; but a Believing on him, that we may be ſaved byhim. And

it is leſs to be wondered at, that ignorant People do not, when ſo

many learnedMen will not understand it.

WHEN
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WHEN wedeal with a proud, ſelf-righteous Hypocrite, we

find the fame Principles of Enmity against the Grace of the Gof-

pel. A profane Perſon is not ſo enraged at the Rebukes of Sin

from theLaw, as theſe Phariſees are at the Diſcovery of their Ru-

in by Unbelief. Theycannot endure to have their Idol of Self-

righteouſneſs touched; neither by the Spirituality ofGod's Law,

that condemns all Men, and all their Works, while out of Chrift ;

nor by the Gofpel, which reveals another Righteouſneſs than their

own, by which they must be ſaved : But they will have God's

Arkofthe Covenant to ſtand as a Captive in the Temple of their

Dagon of Self-righteouſneſs, until the Vengeance of Gon's de-

ſpiſed Covenant overthrow both the Temple, and Idol, and Wor-

ſhippers.

THERE is not a Miniſter that dealeth ſeriously with the Souls

ofMen, but he finds anArminian Scheme ofJuftification in every

unrenewed Heart. And is it not ſadly to be bewailed, that Divines

ſhouldplead that ſame Cauſe, that we daily find the Devil plead-

ing in the Hearts ofall natural Men? and that instead of cafting

down, 2Cor. x. 4, 5, they ſhould be making Defences for fuch

StrongHolds, as muſt either be levelled with theDuft, or the Rebel

thatholds them out, muſt eternally periſh ?

It is no bad Way ofſtudying the Gospel, and ofattainingmore

Light into it, that may be uſed in dealing particularly with the

Confciences of all forts of Men, as we have Occafion. More

maybe learned this Way,than out ofmany largeBooks. And if

Miniſters would deal more with their own Confciences, and the

Confciences of others, in and about theſe Points, that are moſt

properly Cafes ofConfcience, we should find an Increaſe ofGof-

pel- light, and a growing Fitneſs to preach aright; as Paul did,

2. Cor. iv. 2. By Manifestation of the Truth, commending ourselves to

every Man's Confcience in the Sight ofGod.

LET us keep up, in our Hearts and Doctrine, a reverend Re-

gard ofthe holy Law ofGod, and ſuffer not a reflecting, diſpa-

raging Word or Thought ofit. The great Salvation is contrived

with a Regard to it; and the Satisfaction given to the Law by the

Obedience
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Obedience and Death ofChriſt our Surety, hath made itglorious

andhonourable, more than all the Holiness ofSaints onEarth, or

of the Glorified in Heaven, and than all the Torments of the

Damned in Hell; though they do alſo magnify the Law, and

make it honourable. But if Men will teach, that the Law, and

Obedience unto it, whetherperfett or fincere, is the Righteouſneſs

wemustbefound and ſtand in, in our Pleading for Juftification ;

they neither understand what theysay, nor whereofthey affirm. 1 Tim.

i. 7. They become Debtors to it, andChrist profits them nothing, Gal.

ii. 21, and v. 2, 5. Andweknowwhat willbecome ofthatMan,

that hath his Debts to the Law to pay, and hath no Intereſt in the

Surety's Payment. Yetmanyſuch offer their own Silver, which,

whatever Coin ofMan be upon it, is reprobate, and rejected both

by Law and Goſpel.

LET us carefullykeep theBounds clear betwixt the Law and

Goſpel ; which " whosoever doth, is a right perfect Divine,"

faith bleſſed Luther, in his Commentary on the Epiftle to the Ga-

latians : A Book that hath more plain found Goſpel, than many

Volumes of ſome other Divines. Let us keep the Law as far

from the Buſineſs of Juſtification, as we would keep Condemna-

tion, its contrary. For the Law and Condemnation are infepara-

ble, but by the Intervention of Jeſus Chriſt our Surety, Gal. iii.

10-14. But in the Practice ofHoliness, the fulfilled Law given

by Jeſus Chrift to Believers as aRule, is ofgreat and goodUfe to

them; as hath beendeclared.

Lastly, Beexact in your Communionand Church-Adminiſtrations.

Ifany walk otherwise than itbecometh the Gofpel ; if any abuſe

the Doctrine ofGrace to Licentiousness; drawthe Rod ofDifci-

pline against them the more feverely, that ye know ſo manywait

for your Halting, and are ready to speak Evil of the Ways and

Truths ofGOD.

THE Wisdom ofGOD ſometimes orders the different Opinions

ofMenabout his Truth, for the clearing and confirming of it ;

while each Side watch the Extremes that others may be in Hazard

ofrunning into. And if Controversy be fairly and meekly mana-

ged this Way, we maydiffer, and plead our Opinions, andboth

love
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love and edify them we oppoſe, and may be loved and edifiedby

them in their Oppofition.

I know no Fear poſſeſſeth our Side, but that ofArminianism.

Letus be fairly ſecured from that; and as we ever hated trueAn-

tinomianism, ſo we are ready to oppoſe it with all ourMight. But

having fuchGrounds ofJealousy as I have named, (and it is well

known that I have not named all), Men will allow us to fear, that

this Noiſe ofAntinomianism is raiſed, and anyAdvantage they have

by theRaſhneſs andImprudence ofſome ignorantMen, is improved

to a fevereHeight, by ſome, on purpoſe to ſhelterArminianiſm in its

Growth, and to advance it further amongst us ; which weprayand

hopetheLord will prevent.
1.

Yours,

ROBERT TRAILL.

T

POSTSCRIPT.

HIS Paper preſented to thee, was in its firſt Deſign intended

as a private Letter to a particular Brother, as the Title

bears. How it comes to be publiſhed, I ſhall not trouble the

World with an Account of. I think, that Dr. Owen's excellent

Book ofJustification, and Mr. Marshall's Book of the Mystery of

Sanctification by Faith inJesus Christ, are ſuch Vindications and Con-

firmations ofthe Protestant Doctrine, againſt which I fear no effectual

Oppofition . Dr.Owen'sName is ſo favoury and famous, his Sound-

neſs in the Faith, and Ability inLearning for its Defence, ſojuftly

reputed, that no ſober Man will attempt him. Mr. Marshallwas

a holy retired Perſon; and is only known to the moſt ofus by his

Book, publiſhed lately. TheBook is a deep, practical, well-jointed

Diſcourſe; and requires a more than ordinaryAttention in theread-

ing of it with Profit. And if it be ſingly uſed, I look upon it as

one ofthe most useful Books the World hath ſeen for manyYears.

Its Excellency is, that it leads the ſerious Reader directly to Jeſus

Chrift, and cuts the Sinews and overturns the Foundation of the

newDivinity, by the fame Argument ofGoſpel-holineſs by which

many attempt to overturn the old. And as it hath already the Seal

ofhighApprobation by many judicious Ministers and Chriftians

that
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that have read it ; ſo I fear not but it will ſtand firm as aRock a-

gainft all Oppoſition, and will prove good Seed, andFood, and

Light, and Life, to manyhereafter.

ALL myDeſign in publiſhingthis, is, plainly and briefly to give

ſome Information to ordinary and plain People, who either want

Time or Judgment to peruſe large and learned Tractates, about

this Point of Juſtification, wherein every one is equally concerned.

THE Theme of Juſtification hath ſuffered greatlyby this, that

many have employed their Heads and Pens, who never had their

Hearts and Confciences exerciſed about it. And they must be fri-

gid and dreaming Speculations that all ſuch are taken up with,

whoſe Confciences are not enlivened with their perfonal Concern

init.

THESE Things are undoubted :

I. THAT as it is a Point ofhighest Concern to every Man, ſo

it is to the whole Doctrine of Chriftianity. All the great Funda-

mentals of Chriſtian Truth, center in this ofJuftification. The

Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead ; the Incarnation of the only

Begotten of the Father ; the Satisfaction paid to the Law and

Justice of GOD, for the Sins of the World, by his Obedience

and Sacrifice of himself in that Fleſh he aſſumed; and the divine

Authority of the Scriptures, which reveal all this ; are all ſtraight

Lines of Truth, that center in this Doctrine of the Juftification of

a Sinner by the Imputation and Application of that Satisfaction.

No Juſtification without a Righteousness ; no Righteouſneſs can

be, but what anſwers fully and perfectly the holy Law ofGod ;

nó fuch Righteouſneſs can be performed, but by a divine Perſon ;

noBenefit can accrue to a Sinner by it, unleſs it be fomeWay his,

and applied to him ; no Application can be made of this, butby

Faith in Jeſus Chrift. And as the Connection with, and Depen-

dence ofthisTruth upon the other greatMysteries ofdivineTruth,

is evident in the plain Proposal ofit ; ſo the fame hath ſadly been

manifeſt in this, that the forſaking ofthe Doctrine ofJuftification

by Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, hath been the first Step ofA-

poſtacy in many, who have not ſtopped till they have revolted

F
1 from
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from Chriftianity itſelf. Hence ſo many Arminians, and their chief

Leaders too, turnedSocinians. From denyingJuſtification byChrift's

Righteousness , they proceeded to the denying ofhis Satisfaction ;

from theDenial of his proper Satisfaction, they went on to the de-

nying of the Divinity of his Perſon. And thatMan's Charity is

extenſive, that will allow to ſuch Blaſphemers ofthe Son ofGOD,

theName ofChriſtians. Let not then the Zeal ofany for fo funda-

mental a Point ofTruth, as that is of the Juſtification ofa Sinner

by Faith in Chrift, be charged with Folly. It is good to be al-

ways zealoufly affected in a good Thing ; and this is the beſt of

Things.

2. IT is undoubted, that there is a Mystery in this Matter of

Juſtification. As it is God's Act, it is an Act of free Grace and

deep Wisdom. Herein Juſtice and Mercy kiſs one another in fa-

ving the Sinner. Here appears God-man, with the Righteouſneſs

ofGOD, and this applied and imputed to finful Men. Here Man's

Sin and Miſery, are the Field in which Gon's Grace in Chrift are

diſplayed. Here theSinner is made righteous by the Righteouſneſs

of another, and obtains Juftification through this Righteouſneſs,

though he pays and gives Nothing for it. God declares him righ-

teous, or justifies him freely ; and yet he is well paid for it by the

Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. It is an

Act of Justice and Mercy both, whenGod juſtifies a Believer on

Jeſus Chriſt. And muſt there not then be a greatMystery in it ?

Is not every Believer daily admiring the Depth of this Way of

GOD? This Mystery is, uſually, rather darkened, than illustrated,

by logical Terms uſed in the handling of it. The only Defence

that good and learned Menhave for the Use of them, is, (and it

hath great Weight), that the Craft ofAdverſaries doth conftrain

them to uſe ſuch Terms, to find them out, or hedge them in.

It is certain, that this Mystery is as plainly revealed inthe Word,

as the Holy Ghost thought fit to do in teaching the Heirs of this

Grace; and it were well if Men did contain themselves within

theſeBounds.

3. It is certain, that this Doctrine ofJuftification propoſed in

the Word, hath been very differently understood and expreſſed by

Men, that profeſs that God's Word is the only Rule of their

Thoughts
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र

Thoughts and Words about theThings ofthe Spirit ofGod. It

hath been, and will be ſtill a Stone of Stumbling ; as ourLordJe-

ſus Chrift himselfwas, and is, Rom. ix. 32, 33. 1 Pet. ii . 7, 8 .

4. THAT whatever Variety and Differences there be in Mens

Notions and Opinions (and there is a great deal) about Juftifica-

tion, theyare all certainly reducible to two; one ofwhich is every

Man's Opinion. And they are, That the Juſtification of a Sin-

ner before GOD, is either on the Account of a Righteouſneſs in

andofourſelves ; or on the Account ofa Righteouſneſs in another,

even Jeſus Chrift, who is Jehovah our Righteousness. Law and Gof-

pel, Faith and Works, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and our own, Grace

andDebt, do equally divide all in this Matter. Crafty Menmay

endeavour to blendand mixtheſe Things together in Juſtification ;

butit is a vain Attempt. It is not only moſt expreſsly rejected in

the Goſpel, which peremptorily determines the Contrariety, In-

confiftency, and Incompatibility betwixt theſe two ; but the Na-

ture ofthe Things in themselves, and the Senſe andConfcience of

every ſerious Perſon, do witneſs to the fame, that our own Righ-

teouſneſs, and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, do comprehend all the

Pleas ofMen to Juſtification, (one or other ofthem every Man

in the World ſtands upon) and that they are inconfiftent with,

and deſtructive one of another, in Juftification. If a Man trufts

tohisownRighteouſneſs, he rejects Chriſt's; ifhe trufts toChrift's,

Righteouſneſs, he rejects his own. If he will not reject his own

Righteouſneſs, as toogood to be renounced; ifhe willnotventure

on Chrift's Righteouſneſs, as not fufficient alone to bear him out,

and bringhim him ſafe offat GOD's Bar, he is in both a convicted

Unbeliever. And ifhe endeavour to patch up a Righteouſneſs be..

foreGOD, made up ofboth, he is ſtill under the Law, and aDe-

ſpiſer ofGofpel-grace, Gal. ii . 21. That Righteouſneſs thatjufti-

fies a Sinner, conſiſts in aliquo indiviſibili; and this everyMan finds

whenthe Cafe is his own, and he ſerious about it.

5. THESE different Sentiments aboutJuſtification, have been

at all Times managed with a ſpecial Acrimony. They that

are for the Righteouſneſs ofGOD by Faith in Jeſus Chrift, look

upon it as the only Foundation ofall their Hopes forEternity, and

therefore cannot butbe zealous for it. And the contrary Side are

F2 as
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ashot fortheirownRighteouſneſs, the moſt admiredandadoredDiana

ofproudMankind, asif it were anImagefallendown fromJupiter ;

when it is indeed the Idol that was cast out of Heaven with the

Devil, and which he hath ever since been ſo diligent to ſet up

before finful Men to be worſhipped, that he might bring them in-.

to the fame Condemnation with himſelf: for by true Sin, and

falſe Righteouſneſs, he hath deceived the whole World, Rev. xii. 9.

6. As the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in the Scriptures, is the ſu-

preme and infallible Judge andDeterminer of all Truth ; fo where

he doth particularly, and on purpoſe, deliver any Truth, there

we are ſpecially to attend and learn. And though, in moſt Points

ofTruth, he usually teacheth us by a bare authoritative Narra-

tion; yet in ſome Points, which his infinite Wisdom foreſaw ſpe-

cial Oppoſition to, he doth not only declare, but debate and de-

termine the Truth. And the Inſtances are two eſpecially. One

is about the Divinity of Chriſt's Perſon, and Dignity ofhis Prieft-

hood ; reaſoned, argued, and determined, in the Epiſtle to the

Hebrews. The other is about Juſtification by Faith ; exactly

handled in the Epiftles to the Romans, and to the Galatians. In

the former of theſe two, the Doctrine of free Juftification is taught

usmoſt formally and accurately. And though we find no Charge

againft that Church, in Paul's Time, or in his Epiſtle, for their

departing from the Truth in this Point ; yet the Wisdom of the

Holy Ghoſt is remarkable in this, that this Doctrine ſhould be fo

plainly afferted, and ſtrongly proved, in an Epiſtle tothat Church,

the pretended Succeſſors whereof have apoftatized from that Faith,

and proved the main Afferters ofthat damnable Error, ofJuftifica-

tion by Works. That to the Galatians is plainly written, to c

a begun, and obviate a full Apoftacy, from the Purity of the

Gofpel, in the Point ofJuſtification by Faith, without the Works

ofthe Law. And from theſe two Epiſtles, if we be wife, we

muſt learn the Truth of this Doctrine, and expound all other

Scriptures, in a Harmony with what is thereſo ſetly determined,

as inforo contradictoria.

7. Lastly, It is not tobe denied, nor concealed, that, on each

Side, fome have run into Extremes, which the Generality do not

own, but are usually loaden with. ThePapists runhigh for Juſti-

fication
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fication by Works ; yet even ſome of them, in the Council of

Trent, diſcourſed very favourably of Juſtification by Faith. The

Arminians have qualified a little the Groſſneſs of the Popish Doctrine

in this Article ; and ſome ſince have eſſayed to qualify that of the

Arminians, and to plead the fameCauſe more finely. Again, ſome

have run into the other Extreme, as appeared inGermany a little

after the Reformation ; and ſome ſuch there have been always,

andin all Places,where the Goſpel hath ſhined ; and theſe were

calledAntinomians. But how unjustly this hatefulName is charged

uponthe orthodox Preachers and fincere Believers ofthe Proteftant

Doctrine ofJuftification by Faith only, who keep the Goſpel-midſt

betwixt theſe two Rocks, is the Deſign ofthis Paper to diſcover.

What we plead for, is in Sum, That Jesus Chriſt our Saviour is

the Fountain opened in the House ofDavid,for Sin and for Uncleanness,

wherein onlyMen can be waſhed, in Juſtification andSanctifica-

tion; and that there is no other Fountain of Man's deviſing, nor

of GOD's declaring, for waſhing a Sinner firſt, ſo as to make

him fit andmeet to come to this, to waſh, and to be clean.

As for INHERENTHOLINESS, is it not ſufficiently ſecured by the

Spirit ofChrift receivedby Faith, the certain Spring and Cauſe of

it; by the Word ofGod, the plain and perfect Rule of it ; by

the declared Neceffity of it to all them that look to be ſaved, and

tojuſtify theSincerity ofaMan'sFaith ; unless webringit in toJu-

ſtification, and thereby make our own pitiful Holiness fit on the

Throne ofJudgment, with the precious Blood of the Lamb of

GOD?

THOUGH I expect that a more able Hand will undertake an

Examination of the new Divinity ; yet, to fill up a little Room, I

wouldſpeakfomewhat to theirAchilleanArgument, that is ſo much

boaſted of, and ſo frequently inſiſted onbythem, as their Shield

and Spear. TheirArgument is this : That Chriſt's Righteouſneſs

is our legal Righteouſneſs; but ourown is our evangelical Righte-

ouſneſs: that is,When a Sinner is charged with Sin against theLaw

ofGOD, he mayoppoſeChrift'sRighteouſneſs as his legalDefence;

but against the Charge of the Gospel,eſpecially for Unbelief, he

muſt produce his Faith, as his Defence or Righteouſneſs, against

thatCharge.
WITH



( 46 )

WITH a greatDeference to ſuchworthyDivines as havelooked

on this as anArgument ofWeight, I ſhall, in a few Words, eſſay

tomanifeſt, that this is either a ſaying the fame in other oddWords,

that iscommonlytaughtby us ; or a Sophifm; or aDeparting from

the Protestant Doctrine about Juſtification.

1. THIS Argument concerns not at all the Juſtification ofa

Sinner beforeGOD. For this End, no more is needful, than to

confider, what this Charge is, againstwhom it is given, and by

whom. The Charge is faid to be given in byGOD ; and aCharge

ofUnbelief, or disobeying the Goſpel. But againſt whom ? Is it

againſt aBeliever orUnbeliever ? and theſe two divide allMankind.

Ifit be againſt aBeliever, itisa falſeCharge, andcannever begiven

inby theGOD ofTruth. For the Believer is juſtified already by

Faith, and as to this Charge he is innocent. And Innocence is

Defenceenough to aManfalſely charged, before a righteousJudge.

Is this Charge given in against an Unbeliever ? We allow it is a

righteous Charge. Ay, but ſay they, " will Chrift's Righteouſneſs

" justify aMan from thisCharge ofGoſpel-unbelief ?" TheAn-

fwer is plain. No, it will not; nor yet from any other Charge

whatsoever, either from Law or Goſpel ; for he hathNothing to

do with Chrift's Righteouſneſs while an Unbeliever. What then

doth this arguing reprove? Is it, that no Man's Faith in Chrift's

Righteouſneſs canbejustified inits Sincerity before Men, and in a

Man's own Conſcience,but in and by the Fruits ofa true lively

Faith ? In this theyhave no Oppoſers that I know of. Or is it,

that aMan mayhave Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for his legal Righte-

ouſneſs, and yet be a Rebel to the Goſpel, and a Stranger to true

Holiness ? Who ever affirmed it ? Or is it, that this Goſpel-Holi-

neſs is, that a Man must not only have, (for that we grant)

but alſomayventure to ſtand in, and to be found in before GOD,

and to enter intoJudgment withGod upon, inhis Claim to eter-

nal Life ? Then we must oppoſe them that think ſo, as we know

their own Conſciences will when in any lively Exerciſe. Theſe

plain Principles ofGoſpel-truth, while they remain, (and remain

theywill on theirown Foundation, when weare all in our Graves,

and our foolish Contentions are buried) do overthrow this pretend-

ed Charge. 1. That Chrift's Righteouſneſs is the only Plea and
?

An-

;
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AnſwerofaSinner arraignedatGOD'sBarforLife andDeath. 2.This

Righteouſneſs is imputed to no Manbut a Believer. 3. When it

is imputedbyGrace, and applied by Faith, it immediately and e-

ternallybecomes theMan's Righteousness, beforeGOD, Angels,

Men, and Devils, Rom. viii. 33, 35, 38, 39. It is aRighteuſneſs

that is never loft, never taken away, never ineffectual ; anſwereth

allCharges, and is attended with all Graces.

2. Iwould afk,What is thatRighteouſneſs thatjuftifies aManfrom

the Sin of Unbelief ? We have rejected the imaginaryCharge ; let

us now conſider the real Sin. Unbeliefis the greatest Sin against

both Law and Goſpel : more remotely against the Law, which

binds all Men to believeGOD ſpeaking, ſay what he will ; more

directly against theGoſpel, which tells us what we ſhould believe,

andcommands us to believe. Let us put this Cafe, (and it ispity

theCafe is fo rare, whenthe Sin is ſo common) that a poor Soul

is troubled about the Greatness of the Sin of Unbelief, in calling

Goda Lyar, 1 Johnv. 10. in distrusting his faithful Promiſe, in

doubting Chrift's Ability and good Will to ſave, in ſtanding aloof

fo long from Jeſus Chriſt; as many of the Elect are long in a

State ofUnbelief 'till called; and the best ofBelievers have Unbe-

lief in fome Meaſure in them, Mark ix. 24. Abraham's Faith

ſtaggered ſometimes, Gen. xii and xx. What ſhall we ſay to a

Confcience thus troubled ? Will any Man dare to tell him, that

Chrift's Righteouſneſs is his legal Righteouſneſs against the Charge

of Sins against the Law; but for Goſpel-charges, he muſt anſwer

them in his ownName ? I know ourhottest Oppoſers would ab-

hor ſuch an Anſwer ; and would freely tell ſuch a Man, that the

Blood ofJesus Christ cleanfeth from all Sin ; and that his Juſtification

from his Unbeliefmust be only in that Righteouſneſs which he ſo

ſinfully had rejected while in Unbelief, andnow lays hold on by

Faith.

3. BUT ſome extend this Argument yet more dangerouſly : for

they ſay, That not onlyMen muſt have their Faith for theirRigh-

teouſneſs against the Charge ofUnbelief, but Repentance againſt

the Charge of Impenitence, Sincerity against that of Hypocrify,

Holiness against that ofUnholineſs, and Perfeverance as their Gof-

pel-righteouſineſs againstthe Charge ofApoftacy. Iftheymean on-

ly,
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ly, that theſe Things are Juſtifications and Fruits oftrueFaith,

andofthe Sincerity ofthe Grace ofGod in us; we do agree to

theMeaning ; but highly diſlike the Expreſſions, as unfcriptural

anddangerous, tending to the diſhonouring ofthe Righteouſneſs of

Chrift,andtorunMenon theRocksofPride andSelf-righteouſneſs,

that natural Corruption drives all Menupon. But if theymean,

that, eitherjointly or ſeparately, they are ourRighteouſneſs before

GOD; or that, either ſeparate from, or mixed with Chriſt's Righ-

teouſneſs, theymaybemade our Claim and Plea for Salvation ;

Imuſt ſay, that it is dangerous Doctrine; and its native Tendency

is, to turn Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs out of the Church, to

destroy all the ſolid Peace ofBelievers, and to exclude Goſpel-juf-

tificationoutof this World, and reſerve it to another, and that

with ahorrible Uncertainty of any particular Man's partaking of

it. But theſe bleſſedTruths ofGOD, and Bleſſings of Believers,

ftandon firmer Foundations than Heaven or Earth, and will conti-

nue fixed againſt all theAttempts ofthe Gates ofHell. Bleſſed be

theRock, Chriſt, on which all is built; bleſſed be the New Co-

venant, ordered in all Things andfure ; and bleſſed is he that believeth ;

for there shall be a Performance of thaſe Things which are toldhimfrom

theLord, Luke i. 45. Amen.

London, Sept. 1,

1692,
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